REMARKS

The Preface of a Pamphlet publithed by Fobn Presbyter,
- in order to vindicate Mr. Fames Hillhonfe. -

Here is the Title Page and Preface.

Some OBSERVATIONS

Made in Defence of the lcaz'd Charaer of the Reverend Mr.
Fames Hillhoufe, done with a Defign to bring the Refult of a
pretended Council held at New-London, North-Parifh, Fuze 28
1737. to open View : by which the ufirpd Authority of sem-
porizing Hirelings, may be reconfider'd. o

This fmall Inquiry is dove in a plain and unaffeled Methnd by Way of -Queﬂioi and

- Aufwer, that Ma ters may be facilitared, or made intelligible to my Resders, =

=Tt are they who juftify your [eJves before Mes, but God
" kuoweth your Hearts ; Luke 16. 135, . |

T can’t belp but raife the bigheft Refeniments in the Breaft of every thinking
L and unprejudic’d Mind, when be confiders any Set of Ecréfqﬁicks runnin
counior with the Rules of the Gofpei, and fricking bard on the Boflas of CHRIST s
Buucklery by an untemper’d Zeal, whicl bas no lefs of Rage and Fury in it, than
that which was reprimanded by our LORD, in the [elf-righteous and conceited
Pharifees, who carried the Point fo far as to conclude themfelues beft in GOD's
Service, when ai any time they fhor’d caft out of their Synagogues, or excommsuni-
‘gaté any of 1he wiabLovers of FESUS; becauje they flood in Oppofitéon. to their
Church-State, “What.ean be imagin’d as a [ufficient Ground, of . cafbing this Re-
werend Gentlemat vwbof bis Office and the Communion of tbe Church ? ndiibér
of which can lie within the Power of thofe, from whom be neither was' vefted
swithognmmfterial Autbority, or liv'd any farther in the Communion of their Church,
"than as an occafional Profeffor, and one, 2who protempore, or out. of Neceffity,
comply' dy umtsl be bad an Opportunity to joyii and declare bimelf @ Member of
the veiierable Church of Scodand, from wbich alone, be deriv'd bis Induttion
into the facred Miniftry, and by whofe eftablif’d Ruies, be can fairly be judpd,
and not by the crraftian Fudgments of thofe whofe Authority be bad openly dif~
own'd, and thal upen good Grounds, and upon &s juftifiable oues, bad, previous
o this jefuitical 4id ufurk’d Power, joyni'd bimfelf, with great Acceptance, to
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the Prefbytery of Baltony of wbich be continues a Member, ready to be windi-
cated fyom the groundlefs Afperfions of bis and their Enemics : So that had they
anv juft Plea againft this Gentleman, they fhow’d bave tabeld it before that
Judicature, of which be is a Member, and ever was in Principle and Defign:
Such inquifitory Proccedings are to be abborr’d by every honet Man. And the
Call is 1o bim, and every real Lover of Truth and Gofpel Order; Come out
from amongft them, lcft ye be Partakers of their Sins O monftrum hor-
rendum Ingens, quod lumen ademptum. H#’ritten by a Lover of Prefbytery,
and all fuch Gentlemen as the Reverend Mr. Hillhoule, whofe Charatter Jhall
never be trampld, upon, while Truth and Prefbytery can defend bim. Offer’d
bo the Fudicious and Pious, by

John Presbyter.
Here are the Remarks on the Preface.

HE Corruption of the beft Things is certainly the worft, and pro-
duceth the moft dreadful Effects, The Miniftry inftituted by

Chrift and his Apoftles is. one of the moit ufeful Means to pro-
mote the Glory of God and the welfare of His Church. But when Minifters
prove to be an unfavoury Salt, or ravenous Wolfs tho’ in Sheep’s Cloathing,
inftead of doing Good they do a great deal of Mifchicf, for which they are
to be caft cut by thofe who are impowred to do it, in order to punith paft
Offences, and prevent farther ones.

Mr. Fames Hillboufe having (for the aforefaid Reafons) been caft out or
depofed by a Council held in New- London in Connetticut the laft Fune, one
of his Friends under the Name of Fobn Prefbyter, hath endeavoured to
vindicate him, and lay all the Blame upon the Council, in a filly Dialogue
between two Ferfons fallly and out of their juft Character, called Fuftice and
Plaindealing.

But before the Dialogue he hath publifh’d a Kind of a Sermon or Preface,
which contains Things that might lead inconfiderate Perfons into great
Miftakes ; it contains erroneous and falfe Maxims, reprefents Things in a
falfe Light, and in every Part of it publifhes loudly the Ignorance of the
Author. In order to vindicate the Boften Prefbytery, and to open the Eyes
of his illiterate Admirers, I defign to make forne Remarks upon his Preface.
As to the Dialogue it {Ulf I will only quote and mention it, when I fhall
think it proper to illuftrate or confirm what I have to fay, without examin-
ing the Grounds of Mr. Hillbsu/?’s Depdofition, how juft foever they be.

I fhall therefore only examine the Preface, and to do it in a clear and
methodical Way, 1 fhall confider the Stile and Expreffions of it. In the
fecond Place the erroneous Doétrines advanced and countenanced in it, and
Liftly, the ¥'acts mentioned thergin, As
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As the very Title Page is rot free from Things worthy our Obfervation, |
I thall begin with it. |

What the Author calls Obervations made, in the firft Line he calls them
dene juft after, which Word dore is mot only Superfluous (the previous
Word made being fufficient) but, befides, is falfe Engli/b; fince one cannot
fay in proper Engli/b to do, but to make Obfervations. Tiis jmall Inquiry,
(faith the Pamphlet) is done in a plain and unaffeited Method, &c.

Firft take Notice that he calls Jwguiry what a few Lines before ke had
call’d Obfervations, and what he calls a Conference in the 3d. Page of the
faid Pamphlet. This fhews plainly that he took thefe Ternis, Obfervations,
Inguiry, Conferenceto be Synonimous Expreflions. But as they are not fuch,
and they differ very much in their Signification, it follows that he -never
underftood what was the true meaning of thofe Words.

In the fecond Place obferve, that fmali Inquiry is no Euglih, or falfe
Englifh. 1 guefs that by a fmall Inquiry he meant a fhort Inquiry; and fo -
he ufed one inftead of the other, becaufe fhort afd {mall are fometimes
fynonimouws Words. But he fhould have known that thefe Expreflions are
often taken in a very different Senfe ; For Inftance, tho’ you may fuy fmall
Beer, yet you cannot fay in proper Englith, fbort Beer. Altho’ you may
fay, a fmall Book, yet you cannot fay in proper Englifb, a finall Difcourfs,
or Sermon, except it were by way of Banter, and faid a fmall Sermon to
exprefs a weak one, as we fay fmall Beer for weak Beer. In that Senfe
Jobn Prefbyter’s Sermon on Luke 16. 15, 1s not only a fhort Sermon,
but alfo a very fmall and very weak one. In that Senfe the longeft Difcourfe
may be very fmall. Such are all Fobn Little Brain’s Sermons.  Indeed they
may be call’d fhort as well as {fmall in one refpect: For if you fubftrack
what is foreign to his Text, what is falfe Doctrine and Nonfenfe, you'll
have but a fhort Sermon or Inftruction, altho’ you have a long Preaching,

The third Fauit to be obferved in thefe Words, This fmall Inquiry is done,
is that the Word dore join’d with Inquiry, as it 1s here, is falfe Englih, No
Perfon that {peaks Euglifh well, ever faid, I do an Inquiry; and therefore
you may be fure that Scholars can never fit eafy under his Miniftry,

Tisis Inquiry (faith our Reverend Author) is done in a plain and unaffestcd
Metood, &c.  His Readers will make bold to differ fiom his Judgment
concerning his Work ; for there is but very little plundealing in it.  The
Stile of it befides, is affected and mean, and hath a vain Shew of falie Latin:
kt is in fhort mean, not phin. His faifc Englifp and his joining the Singular
Numbuer of a Verb with-the Plural Number of a Noun is not like to make
hus Stile phin and methodical. It is what he hath done in the gth. Page
of his Dialogue, where his Mr. Pluindealing fpeaks thus; /2bv does (inftead
of do) fuch worthy Gentlemen difeover fo mich WVeaknefs, &c.  Jult as ‘7. M,
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in his new Verfion ‘of the Plalms faith, Surh as bave a greater Efeems for
the ol IWords, are defired to fupply their Place with bis Pen (inftead of their
Pens) His faying alfo” reconfidered as a ‘Thing twice confidered, inftead of
conlider’d, doth not make his Method very clear and cafy.,

But now let us examine the Sermon. Firft you have a Text which is
more applicable to Mr. Hillboufe and his Friend than to the Gentlemen of
the Council. However Mr. Fobn Prefbyter is pleas’d to apply it to the
Council of New-Loudon. The Author explains firft the meaning of the
Text, and applies it to the Pharifees in eleven Lines, The reft or Second
Part of the Difcourfe is by way of Application to the Council ; which Second
Part takes up about three parts of the Sermon. Ye have the Text in thefe
Words, 2z are they who jufify themfelves, but God knows yosur Hearts. The
Sermon it {elf begins thus wicth paffionate Expreflions, It cannot but raife the
Pigheft Refentments in the Breaft of cvery thinking and unprejudiced Mind, &c.
When the Author was writing fo he could not be but in a diftracted Frame;
for you cannot find in thefe Words any thing but Nonfenfe and Folly. If
you take the Word Breaft in a nataral and proper Senfe, it is a foolith and
a falfe Expreflion to fay that a Mind which is an incorporal Subftance, has
a Breaft properly fo called: If you take it in a figurative and' metapherical
Senfe, the meaning is the fame as Mind ; fo that the Signification of thofe
Words fhall be, it cannot bus raife the higheft Refentments in the Mind of a
Mind thinking and unprejudiced.  Nonfenie all over, as you fee. Now join-
ing Ignorance to Nonfenfe, he makes Mind of the Mafculine Gender,
whereas it is of the Neuter Gender. So that inftead of faying when it con-
fiders, he faith when he confiders. When be confiders (faith he) a Set of
Lcclefiafiicks running counter with the Rules of the Gofpel. Here obferve, that
runntig counter with is a plain Contradi€tion in Terms. To run counter is
to run againft; for the Word counter is deriv’d from the French Word
contre, or the Latin Word contra, which fignifies againft, and therefore
denotes an Oppofition, whereas the Word with denotes a Concurrence 5 fo
that by joining with to counter he hath contradicted himfelf, and did- not
cxprefs himfelt as he meant, if he meant any thing at all.  He hath exprefs’d
himfelf juft as that Man who writing to a Perfon of the other Sex, faid to
her in his Letter, I oo not foar o low, &c.

You may find anoiher Inftance of his habitual Nonfenfe in thiofe Words
ot his Dialogue, pag. 4th. where his Mr. Fuftice {peaks thus; AMay My,
Hillhoule be faid to be their prefent Paftor, when another is appoirited in his
Room ¢ P.anfwers, 2es, as Elijah was their prefent Prophet <wben Elifha
was appointed in bis Room. From whence it follows by a neceflary Confe-
quence, that, as neither Elfiab nor Elifha have been appointed Prophets in
the Worth Parith of New- London, fo Mr. Hillbonfe 1s not the prefent Pattor
of that Congregation; and yet he pretends to prove afterwirds xim/ Mr.,
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Hitboufe is Rill their Paftor, His Pretenfions indeed are of little Service ta
him : For having fued his Parith in the Law for large Sums of Money (1o
thew ta the World that he was not a femporizing Hireling) and alfo one of
his Neighbours about fome Lands, he hath loft both A&ions.

After all Jobn M. Prefbyter hath begyn the wrong Way. Before he
publifh’d any Pamaphiets, he ought to have publifh’d new Englifb and Latin
Grammars, new Dictionaries, new Books of Rhetorick, and new Books of
Divinity. For if we have a Mind to explain his Works by the beft Gram.-
mars, the beft Books of Logick and Rhetorick, we are entirely at a Lofs
how to find out his Meaning ; and we cannot but have a mean Opinion of
his Religion and Learning, if we compare them with the beft Books that
are extant concerning both.

Qur Author (who perhaps for fhortnefs fake, hath left out his Sirname,
and calls himfell only Fobn Prefbyter) having cone with the Pharifees, at-
tempts the Vindication of his Friend ir: thefe Words ; //bat can be imagin'd
as a fufficient Ground of cafting this Reverend Gentleman out of bis Office, or
tbe Communicn of the Church ? neither of which can lie witbin the Power of
thofe from whom be neither was vefted with minifterial Awbority, or lived any
farther within the Communion of their Church, than as an occa"/z';nal Profeffor,
and one who pro tempore or out of Neceffity comply'd until be bad an Oppyr-
tunity to join and declare bimfelf a iember of the venerable Church of Scotland,
from which alone be derived bis ind 1Elion into the facred Minifiry, aud by whofe
eftablif’d Rules be ¢an fasrly be judg'd, and not by the erraftian Fudgments of
thofe whofe Authority be bad openly dsfown’d, and that upon good Grounds, and
wpon as juftifiable ones, bad previous o this jefustical and ufurped Power join'd
bimfelf with great Acceptance to the Prefbytery of Bofton, of which be continues
a Member, ready to be vindicated from the groundlefs Afperfions of bis and their
Enemies.

‘This is a long Period indeed. A Period to be regular, fhould be of fuch
a Length as ic might be eafily pronounced at one Brcath, But I dare fay
the beft Lungs could not do it at three. Befides the enormous Length, you
fee in it nothing but Confufion, a Circle within a Circle, and a Labyrinth
out of which you cannot extricate your felf, fuch Stff in fhort as the like
was never printed before.  Here falfe Eng/ifs, talfe Dollrine, falfe Logick,
Confufion and Nonfenfe feem to difpucc wno fhall have the Superiority.

Fobn Prefbyter having mentioned Jefus, fpeaks prefently after of a Re-
verend Gentleman caft out : So that one at hrft would imagine that by the
Reverend Gentleman he means Jefus. However, I fuppofe he means Mr.
Hillhoufe. But in order ro find that out, you muft give a good Spring back,
and nimbly jump over twenty Lines, twe Bars and a Text, If you do fo,
then you may find Mr. IHr/lboufe in the fecond Line of the Title Page. As
Mr. Jobn Prcflyter is fometimes o Man of good Manners, he does not

‘ B forget |
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forget his Title of Reverend. He is fometimes indeed polite to excefs; for-
Inftance, in the 1gth. Page of his Dialogue, fpeaking of a certain Gentle-
man, he calls him Mr, Thomas Prentice, Elgq; fo that he would give him
both his Titles of Mr. and Efq; the ignorant Gentleman did not know that:
the Title of Efquire being above that of Mafter, when that is ufed, the
other is left out. Mr. Eiq; is no where to be found but in Fobs Prefby-
ter’s Works.

But letting afide now his gopod Manners, let us examine his Expreffions
or falfe Englifb. Speaking of the Gemlemen of the Council; and Mr. Hjji-
boufe, he faith, From whom be never was vefted with minifterial Authority, or
lived any fartber, &c. whereas he thould have fuid, mer lived, with a Nega-
tion in the fecond as well as in the firft Disjun&ive Particle. His falfe-
Englifyis alfo to be feen in the following Words ; Until be bad an Opportunity
to join and declare bimfelf, &c. To write like one who underftands Gram.
mar, he fhould have faid, to join himfelf to, and declare himfelf 2 Mem-
ber, &5c.  The Reafon is becafe the Word or Verb jein governs the Dative
Cafe, which is exprefs'd in Zugl/h by the Article to, whereas the Verb
declare which is deriv’d from the Latin declarare governs (as Scholars know)
the Accufative Cafe, which is exprefs’d without Article. So I am oblig’d
to teach him as a Child is taught when he has gone but a few Months to
School. But I am afraid he is too old now to learn thofe Rules, apd thae
I could as well wath a Moore’s Head white, a. to get thefe Rudiments of
Grammar into his Head. Unhappy Man, who tho’ he cannot write as he
thould, yet will not refrain putring Pen to Paper, and fo fpends his Time
in a fhameful fcribbling.  Cereainly he had better had publifh’d nothing than
to write Grounds of eafting, whereas he fthould have written for cafting.

But let us come now to his Latin. Perhaps he underflands tha* learned
Language better than his own. Here 1s a fine Line of it.

O Monftrum horrendum, ingens, quod lumen ademptum, which is a perfect
Nonfenfe. But do you not imagine that it is fo in the Original from which
he has borrowed? For Virg#l was a very judicious and elegant Poet : In his
Works the Verfe runs thus;

Monftrum borrenduwm, informe ingens cui lumen ademptum.

Our Fobn by his Omiffions. and Additions and other Alterations has
entircly {poild Pirgil’s Meeter, Latin and Senfe. He may be compar’d
indeed to the Harpys mention’d by the faid Virgil.in the 3d. Book of his
Foneid, which corrupted and fpoiled every Thing that-their Breath or Claws
came¢ ncar unto, Ele likewife torns Good into Bad, Reft into- Trouble,
Peace into Contention, Wit into Nonfenfe.

Fic had donc better to keep to his big Nibil, and his * borrerdum. digtu,

/ (which
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¢which haft Words are orantly tranflated by him a Grief to pious Ears)
e any other Latin. |
emgu:ocg:o:’e c:%e& that he would quote right Latin Authors, fince he
hath fallly quoted the Word of God it felf. Ic is what he hath done in his
Preface in thefe Words; Come: out from among them, lefp ye be partakers of
sheir Sins. To fhew that it is a Quotation it is printed in Letters different
from the reft of the Preface. He applics thefe Words to every boneft Man
by whom the Proceedings of the Council are (faith he) fo be abborred, and
the Call is to bim (adds he) and every real L'.g'ver of Truth and Gofpel Order.
Come out from among them, &'. It is plain that fome of thefe Words are
written in the 18th. Chaper of the Revelations of Fobn, Verfe the 4th,
where he faith, And I'beard anotber Viice from Heaven faying, Come out of
Her my Peaple, that ye be no:rpartakm of ber Sins. In that Phcc. the Voice
(or Call as our Author exprefies himfelf ) is to the People of God in ngylcm.
Now. to alter both. the Words and Meaning of that part of the Scripture,
and to apply it (to ferve a Party) to a Company of Chriftian Orthodox vir-
tuous Minifters, is the moft finful Abufe, and the moft dreadful Corruption
of God’s Word. To.change the Words. and Senfe of it is an Impudence
and Impiety of which the Devils themfelves are hardly guilty. They have

mifapply’d the Oracles of God, but never fulfify’d them to a higher Degree

than this. Is not.our Author afraid left God fhould fay unto him as to the Jews
of old, Thou bajt made me to forve with thy Sins, Ifa. Ch. 43.. Verf. 24.
Is he not afraid of the dreadful Declaration written in the laft Chapter of the
Book of the Revelations, Verfe 19 ? .

Mr. Prefbyter having done with God’s Word, hath at laft his Recourfe |

to Satan, in his Dialogue. Between Fuftice's and Plaindealing’s Difcourfe,
the Accufer of the Brethren is introduced: fpeaking, and as being in a Sur
prize. But I do not fee why the Dcvil fhould be furprifed, fince he was in
a- fuitable Company. Indeed it feems that Mr. Jupice, Mr. Plaindealing and
Mr. Fobn Prefbvter have been very converfant and familiar with the Devils
for they fpeak Englifb jult alike, that is to fay very bad:  The old Serpent
tells us he is afraid of Hibernian Prefbyters: But he has no Need to be
afraid of fuch as Fokn Prefbyter and his Friends, for they ferve his ‘Turn
very well by their Lies; and tho’ he tells me-that he fears them, yet I do
not believe him, becaufe he is a.Liar from: the beginning. Our Mr. Fobn
would fain make a Tool of him.to ferve his- Party, but as he is very cun-
ning, he might on the contrary make a Toel of Mr. Prefyter, and has
done it already. For the prefent 1 leave Fobn Prefbyter’s Fuftice and his
Plaindealing (where he hath placed them himfelf ) with Satan; Satan in the
middle, Mr. Fobn's Plaindcaling on ome fide, and his Fufice on the other,
to-fupport and help along, the Devil their good Friend and Acquintance,
I'have hitherto confider’d Fobn Prefbyier as w Scholar, or one that fheuld
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“be fo, fince he ¢alls himfelf a' Presbyter. 'Now I muft osafider Him a¢ 4
| Divine, or one that fhould underftand Proteftant Divinity. -He fhews hims
| felf indeed an ekccllen Divine in his Preface, by countenancing and. fup-
' porting Lies and mental Refervations. Speaking of the Council of New
- London, and the Gentlemen of the Affociation of which Mr. Hillboufe was
~a Member, He lived (faith our Author) concerning the lateer, in the Commu-
wion of their Church. He complied (adds he) and be was a Profeffor ; fo that
you would perhaps imagine that he was inearneft, and a true fincere Mems.
ber of their Church: But fee the Diffirmulation, If he was a Member, it
was only as Occafion ferved, an eccafional one; if he complied it was only
pro tempore, or out of Neceffity, and until be bad an Opportunity to join and de-
clare bimfelf a Member of the wvenerable Church of Scotland.” He faith fur-
ther, that Mr. Hiliiwufe ever was a Presbyterian in Principle and Defign.
So that like an Hypocrite, he believed one Thing and praiced anogher;
his Sentiments did belye his Aétions, and his Profeffion belied his Thoughts.
He for ever contradicted himfelf, being always like and unlike himfelf;
like himfelf, that is a Deceiver, unlike himfelf, in alting contrarily to his
- Principles.  Mr. James Hillboufe hath been like that Man {poken of by the
Apoftie. Fames, Chap. 1. who is like & Weve of the Sea, driven with the
Wind and toffed: A double minded Man is urjiable in ail bis Ways. For it is
evident that our Author’s Ftriend fhifted Sicles as Occafion ferved, and tem-
porized all along. Let Fobn Presiyter's burendum diftu be now applied here.
He is the Perfo however whofe C' vafter our Fobr Preshyter endeavours
to vindicate, by fhewing that Mr. Hi'lboufe could not be juftly depofed by
- Perfons in whofe Communion he was only pro tempore or out of Necefity,
being all along a Presbyterian im bis Principles and Defign, But he never
told them fo; he never told them that he was only an occafional Profefior.
Before he quarrelled with his Peo; 12 (who lockt the Door of the Meeting
Houfe againft him) he never inticaced by Words or Aéions that he would
turn Presbyterian again, or that he was diffatisfied with the Government of
-the Church in Connecticut. He wikingly accepted of a Call that made him
Paftor of a People of the Congregational Perfuafion. He attended A floci-
ation; - much as any Minifters in the County where h: lived: Once parti-
oularly the Affociation was held at his Houfe. So that if he was ftili a Pref~
byterian in Principles and Defign, ic was by a mentzl Refervation, he de-
ceived the People, and aéted the Hypocrite.  His Condudl therefore cannot
Juftify him, bit on the contrary aggravates his other Faults, And our
Author by countenancing the Practice of mental Refervations, fhews that
both he and Lis Friend are not Perfons of Truth and Sincerity, fince mental
Refervations are properly Lyes. A Lye doth confift in doing what Mr.
Hillboufe hath done, that is to {.y, to mean a Thing, and to {peak or do ano-
ther. For our Actions are Signs, and are to reprefent our Sentiments, ’l‘i
wel
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well as our Words. We even fpeak more intelligibly by our Actions than |
by ufing our Tongue and by our Words. A Perfon for Inftance who !
kneels and prays to the Image of a Saint, fhews that he believes the Worfhip
of Saints or Images, more clearly and plainly thax} if he faid only with his
Lips, 1 believe that the worﬂuiP of Saints and their Images is lawful.

Let us thew now the Iniquity of tuofe lying Refervations. When we
{peak or aé&t before Men, we are willing that thofe who fee us 3¢t or hear
us fpeak fhould believe us, and take what we fay or do according to thes
ufual Meaning and Acceptation of Words and Actions. They expect like-
wife Truth nf?om us in thofe Things, fo that we deceive them when we fay
a Thing which they hear, and we mean another which they cannot difcover,
fince it remains hid in our Heart, known to God alone.

If a Man who fpeaks falfly (knowing that what he faith is falfe) did not
lye when he adds to his Expreflions, in his cwn Mind certain Reftrictions
and Refervations which make his Expreffions true, it would be impoflible
to convict any Man of being a Lyar and a Perjurer when he takes a falfe
Oath., For hew could it be proved that e made no Ufe of a mental Re-
{ervation in what he faid ? The Laws of all Nations are then umjuft when
they punifh Perjurers.

* If mental Refervations be innocent, I may believe that the God of Truth
himfelf made Ufe of them. How then in that Suppofition can I know his
meaning and underftand his Scripture, fince he meant (according *td that
Dorine) perhaps Things different from or oppolite to what he hath revealed
10 us in his Sacred Word.

In that Suppofition alfo of the lawfulnefs of that Do&rine, the moft
fincere Perfons and moft honeft People may fpeak the moft falfe Things
without hur‘ag their Confcience, and without lying, in that Cafe what will
become of human Society ?  Nothing can be fure among Men ; we cannot
truft or believe one another. A Prince could never depend upon the Oath
of Allegiance of his Subjets to him; they may make it null by fome men-
tal Refervation, without being Perjurers. According to that Doétrine and
Praltice, no Confidence or YTruft can fubfift between a Minifter and his
People : Fobn Preshyter himfelf cannot truft or believe his People and Friends,
for how doth he know that they mean what they fay or piomife to him?
So he who has taught them and the Publick fo damnable a Doétrine, may
be catcht in his own Net, or fall into the Ditch which he hath dug himfelf.
His Pecple with more Reafon till cannot believe him, for they do not
know that he doth not make Ufe to them of his avominable Dorine.
They may believe him to be only an occafional Profeffor, and in Communion |
with them only occafionally, er out of Neceffity. We muft therefore look up-
on the Teachers, Abettors and Favourers of this diubolical Principle, as Ene- |

mics ItO %?d. Religion and human Society.
La Placette, C This |
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| This DoQrine, I own, is very pleafing to a corrupt Heart, and helps 1
imakc our Burthen very light; but it makes on the other Hand our Way to
'Hell exceeding broad and certain, It is ftrange that a Man who pretends to
be a Proteftant Prefbyter, and is continually exclaiming againft the DoGors
and Do€trine of the Church of Keme, is worfe than any of thofe Do&ors,
Yor fince Innocent the X1. hath by & Decree condemued the Doétrine of
mental Refervations, all Romith Univerfities have done the fame, and the
Jefuits themfelves have publith’d Books to fhew the Abfurdity and Mifchief
of them; fo that we have here a Proteftant Teacher worfe than all the
“moft loofe Cafuifts in the World. I hopeithat every one of my Readers
“doth alfo abhor and contemn what uil the Wor.d hath condemned befides
‘Mr. Jobu Prefbyter, and (to ufe his own Expreflions) that thefe Principles
will raife the higheft Refentments in the Breaft of their Mind.

The fecond Excufe alledg’d by our Author to vindicate Mr. Hillboufe's
Diffimuiation in ating againtt his own Principles is, that he did it out of
| Necoffity. 1 would be glad ro know what that urgent, extresm Neceffity
“could be.  'Was he perfecuted out ot Ireland, his native Country ? Was he,
in order to fave his Soul or his Bndy, oblig’d to flee to New- England for a
Shelter 2 When ae got there, was he compelled by Threatnings or Sword
by the Government of Connciiicat to enter into the Communion of their
' Churches? I have Reafon to believe that he play’d the Hypocrite only that
“he nfight get in New-Lngland o Congregation and a Salary, fince there has
been no Violence ufed againtt bim. But even in the Cafe of Violence,
- Perfecution, and Deat!s it felf, he ought not to have done any thing againft
“the Iaght and Dictaws of his Confcience.  In order to obey thofe Ditates
of Confcience, Millions of Perfons have expos’d themiclves to and fufferd
‘Mactyrdem (in all Ages of the World} and all forts of Perfecutions,

Glorious Martyrs of our Lord Jefus Chrift, who to exprefs your Love
to him and Refpect to his Laws, did chufe Poverty before Riches, Friford
and Chains before Liberty, Death and the moft exquifite Torments uvefore

1.ife, and the greatett Pleafures of this World; youaight eafily have faved
your Honours, your Pleaficcs, your Liberty and your Lives, as well as an
Tntereft in Heaven, by thie Dottrine or Excufe of fobn Pr- * ter, and Wir.
Hliiiboufe’s Practice. A Dittde mental Refervation, a little Diannglation might
{.ve you. You might referve your Heart and Love to God, and a@: as to
the Body and outwardly as the '1yrants and Perfecators order’d. . You might
be Hoathen in Prattice, and Chriftians in your Hearts and inwardly, and
then all Danger was over. 1 ever Needflity or mental Refervations could
excufe, certanly you muft be ezeus’d both before & compatfionate . d and
reafonable Men.  Tlad you Liv'd i om Days, our i:ew T'eachers would! h-ye
antwer'd all your Difficultics, and nuade your Way plain and eafy.  Wihere
was your VWit, that nonc of you ¢ver thought of Kelervations and N cccmar%?

ne




But fimple as you were you judg’d that there is no Cufe or nc Neceflity
that can difpenfe us from Truth and Sincerity.  As God is Truth, fo you
would be fincere to him, and as you expetted hic would do Good to you,
fo you would be true to him.

Indeed if a pretended Neceffity could excufe us when we act againft our
Conlcience, or do any thing finful, all Sins and all Crimes would vanith
away. We could plead Neceflity i moft Cafes, that would make the worft
Aétions innocent, A lewd Woman might plead that the is neceffitated to
play the Whore to get a Livelihood by her 1:fimous and finful Practice.
An idle Fellow would fay, that he was neceflitated ~ Steal, in order 10 fup-
port his Lite. A Drunkard would fay, that he mufu get drunk in order te
drown his Sorrows, and prevent his Defpair.  Another that e is oblig’d to
drink to excefs, to pleafe his Friends, who without that Cemplaifarice would
deny him their Affiftance neceffary to hiz Support. A Chriftian wouid
plead, that he is neceffitated to turn Aalometan, and a reformed Papift, to get
a Maintenance, or to fave his kitate.  In that Cale where is the harmlefue(s of
the Duve to be found ? In that Cafe the very Heathen thould rife in Judgment
againft Chriftiars, becaufe their Principles were not fo dangerous and wicked
as thefe. 1 have enlarg’d a liede upon the Sinfulnels and Abfurdity of thefe
Principles, and the awful tho’ necefiary Confequences of them, becaufe many
Chiiftns, befides Mr. Prefbyter and his Friend, might, fome through Igno-
rance believe, and others through the corruption of their Heart, flatter them-
{clves that they do not Sin, when by a pretended Neceflity they commirt evil
Actiors, and act aguintt the Light of their Confcicnce, fo I am willing to
do Good to the Publick; tho’two Perfons who have expos’d themfelves
publiclly, and have loft their Credit by 1t, m .y not like my Refleflions:
‘Thofe who advance erroneous Doctrines pubiickiy, muft expeét to be re-
prov’d publickly : And who knows but that they fhall be ufeful to them
alin?

(it 1 hear fome body faying, Wae it then fo heincus a Crime in My,
Hilibosje to enter into the Communion of the Churches of Cowsecticut, and
fubmir himfelt to their Government, altho® he hil been bronghit up and or.
dain’d in the Prefbyterian Way 2 Lanlwer, that the Thing in it {0lf was
innoce, . enough, 1 he had lookt upon 1t as indificrent 5 as wndeed 1 ke it
to be: But I fay fecondly, that @ Man who ftll is of differcne Principles,
and has nothig but Necefify to plead, when e acts againlt his Principles
and the Light ot his Confcience, is 4 very grea Smner,

I fay thirdly, that Mr, Prefiyter who pleads that Neceflity in favour of
his F'riend, veprefents the Gendlemen of the Affociation as a wicked Com-
pany, and an Antchrflan Socicty, fince he applics unto them what God
fard 1o his People when hie conranded them o come out from Balvlon, or
Romifly Church, etk tioy fhouid Le Partidkers of her Sws, Now o ener
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into fuch a vile Company as they are reprefented, and vemzin and a@ widh
them, when he could ‘o eafily forfake them, is a very finful Thing, yet it
was Mr. Hillboufe's Cafe.

Lattly, I fay, that Diffimulation is always a confiderable Sin; and fo
great indeed that the Apoftle Paul could not bear it in the Apoftle Perer,
without rebuking him for it openly, and before many Witnefles, and his
tharp Cenfure through fo many Ages hath been tranfmitted down unto us in
the Sacred Reoords, to thew us how blameable is Diflimulation; even tho’
the Apoftle Peter might plead that he diffembled for a good Eud, that is
to fay, for fear of giving Offence to the Fews of Antioch, and that he was
cven (for the Glory of God) in a manner neceffitated to do as he did. But
Paul had no Regard to what he might alledge to excufe himfelf, and as I
have faid after Paul, he reproved him both (harply and openly. See Galat.
‘Chap. 2. Verfe 11, 12, 13. et following.

I have promis’d to examine what Mr. Jobn Prefhyter relates in his Preface
as Matters of Faét. Itis what I am going to do now. Speaking of Mr,
Hillboufe (who was a temporizing Gentleman fi.  be comply’'d protempore)
he relates that be joyn’d bimfelf with great Accepiance to the Prefoytery of
Bolton, of which (adds he) be continues a Member ready o be vindicaied from
the groundlefs Ajperjicvs of bis and their Enemies.

It is true that Mr. Hillbuisfe prefented himdelf o the Prefbytery in order
to be admitted into it. It is true alfo that he fhew’d his Manufcript Dialogue
between Dick and Tom or Tom and Dick, to {fome of the Members, who
«confidesing what a forry Performance it was, advis’d him not to publith it ;
but he did not (to his Hurt) take their Advice. Hec was farther told by fome
Members of the Prefbytery, that con.. wring his prefent Situation in refpe&
to his Differences with his People, they were unwilling to admit him into
the faid Prefbytery. To that he reply’d, he did not defire to be admirted
without the unanimous Confent of its Members. Several Perfons who
heard him are ready to teftify this. But howev:r he foon did fhew, thai he
‘was not a2 Man of his Word. His great Friend Mr. Fobn Moorebead, Prei-
‘byter (who took fo much hés Intereft at Heart, that he wrote about them a
Letter to the Reverend Mr. Adams of New-Lendon) never leit off importun-
ing the Prefbytery for his Admiffion, till -taking his Advantage of the ab-
fence of feveral Members, the Vote for his Admiffion paffed by the Majority
.of one fingle Vote, fo awit, one of the Elders.

Out of five Minifters then in the Prefbytery, three enter’d their Proteft
againft his Admiffion ; fo that he thould have faid that Mr. Hillboufe rather
forced himfelf into the Prefbytery, not at all to the Satisfaction of its Mem-
bers. {t is very well known that Meflieurs Rutherford, Le Mercier, ‘Thom-
fon, Wilfon, Clenachan and Fobnflon do not like his pretended Admiffion:
So that out of cight Minifters, including Meflicurs Moorebead and Harvey
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(now fufpended ab officio and ben:ficio) there are but two that like him as ene
of their Members. |

The other Gentlemen were too wife to receive as one of their Number, &
Man againft whom hiz Congregation had lockt up the Doors of the Meeting;
Houfe, and who had been ordered by a Council to refign his Office, in the
Year 1735. for it is probable thathe came to the P::efbytcry of Boflox
but for a Shelter. Had it not been for that, Mr. Prefoyter might have call’d
to him and faid a hundred times, Come out from among them, lof ye be par-
taker of their Sins, ans come over o our Pr"eyb'yteryn, he would not have done
it. By the way, you {fee how impudently falfe is what the Preface faith,
namely, that he comply’d until be bad an Opporiunity to jein and declare bimfelf
& Memb:r of the venerable Church of Scetland ; which I dare fay would never
fupport and approve his Proceedings. Our Author’s Words intimate, ihat
Mr. Hillboife 1oin’d himfelf to the Prefbytery as foon as he had an Qpgor-
tunity to do it, which is falfe. For a Prefbytery had been ereted in NVew-
England feveral Years before he join’d himfelf to it, as he did in the Year
1736. {o that we have Reafon to think that he did it oxs of Neceffity, and
becaufe he had been difmifs'd in Connefticiis.

I don’t know wht is moft confpicuous in our Author’s Words, his Wick-:
ednefs in Lying, or his Impudence iz publithing it, or his Foolifhnefs in
advancing an Untruth of whichi he might be fo eafily convifted. I fa
now, that confidering Mr. Hillboufe's Cale, the greater Part of the Prefbytery
were too wile to admit him into their Number, as one may fay, in a
Minute’s Warning,

Indeed there is nothing more foolifh than the Conduct of thofe whe ad-
mitted him: For fuppofing that even he was i the Right, and his People
as well as the Council in the Wrong, how did they kiow it? Were a tew
Things that he could fay or fhew for him{elf, a fufficienc Vindicatior. of his
Conduct ? Why should they believe a fingle Man, alwiys partial to himfelf,
more than a confiderable Number of Minifters and a whole Council, who
had not the fame Mouves to injure him as he had to try to vindicate himfelf.
In order to know the Truth of the Matter, his Accufers ought to have
been prefent that they mighe fupport their Charge, and have Room to make
2 Deduction of their Reafons: But MefTieurs Moorebead and Harvey have
condemned at once the Members of the Council, by admitting Mr. Hill-
wotfe, and taking for granted that he was in the Right: In what Court of
Judicature Civil or Kcclefiaftical are fuch Proceedings zllowed of? Certainly
the very Heathen were betier Judges, as we may fce in the Agts, Chap. 2.
Verf. v6. Mi. Hillboufe was not treated fo by the Gentlemen of the Coun-
cil as thicy have been veated by Meiiicurs Moorchead and Harvey.  They
gave him . 1 Liberty imaginable, when he was upen the Spot, to come to
them and defend himfelf as well as he could, ‘Mr, larvey when he was
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fufpended in Offober, 14736, and Mr. Fobn Movrebead Prefoyter when he
was twice rebuked and once fufpended, both of them 1 fay, were admitted
to give their Reafons, and to defend their Caufe. |

Mr. Hillbonfe ftands ready to be vindicated faith Jobn Prefbyrer. Accord.
ing to Juftice and Reafon he ought to have been vindicated, before he wag
admitted ; for by his Admiffion his Friends have rcjudgcd the Caufe, and
it 18 decided in his Favour. And being it is fo, what need is there of an
farther Trouble about it? They have done like Judges that after they had
condemned Perfons at once, would promife afterwards thac they the id have
Liberty to defend themiclves as well as they could.  That would te indeed
a fine way of judging; I dare fay not a Prefoyterian one, tho’ they call
themfelves not only Prefbyterians, but Prefbyters: But they fhould be Men.
and Chriftians as well as Prefbyters. | |

The more valuable Part of the Prefbytery had befides fome other Reafons
not to receive Mr. Hillboufe, and to not judge of his Quurrels with his Peo.
ple and others, namely, they thought it lookt both unhandfom and unchrifs
tian, and lookt too much like the Pra®ice of bufy Bodies, to take out of
the Council’s Hands what was properly their own ard no Body’s elfes Affair,
tor them to arrogate to themfelves an Authority of judging Perfons of ane-
ther Province and Perfuafion, and who with a great deal of Reafon do
not own their Authority, is as prefumptuous and toolith an Attempt as ever
there was in the World.

Secondly, They thought that the Proceedings of Mr. Hillbouj*s Friends
were a direct violation of that golder: Gofpel and rational Rule, to do to
others as we wonld be done by, For how would Mr. Prefbyte; himfelf like
the Conduct of ConneTicut Minifters, if in cafe fome of his People under
Cenfure did apply themfelves to theni for a Shelter, they immediately took
them under their Protection ? T fay, he weuld in that Cafe bitterly exclaim
againft them, and would bawl our in his falie Latin, O mowtrum borrendum
ingens quod Inmen ndemplum,

Thirdly, The Love that the true Members of the Prefbytery bear to Peace
and good Order, did not permit them to a& as the others did. The Con-
duct of thefe tends evidently to break Order, to bring Confufion into Chur-
ches. and to deftroy all manner of Ecclefiaftical Dilcipline. For feveral
Rea'zas then the Prefbytery held in Boflon in Oéfober, 1736. hath forbidden
their Members to preach or exerci{fe any minifterial Office within the
Bounds of other Minifters, without the Knowledge of the Prefbytery.

Fourinly, Sucha Practice of our two Prefbyters terds to deftroy that good
Harinony which ought to fubfift between all Proteftants who are united in
all the Fundamental Poinis of Religion, and which is fo ncceflary for their
mutual Support and Advantuge, The Minifters of tae Town of Boflor have

Geen always willing to Live in Friendfhip with the Prefbyterian }‘/Ixmi’kcrs,l
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and to fhew their Regard to good Order, have not preached for Mr. Fuln
M. Prefbyter, fince they heard that he had been fufpended by the Prefby-
tery. ‘The Minifters in Connetlicut are alfo and Lave been willing to cultivate
a good Correfpoadence with the Prefbyterian Miniiters; it would be then a
very not only unchriftian but alfo ungrateful Prattice to break rheir Order,
and pretend to ove fet the Refult of their Councils.

Fiftbly and laitly, Thofe who oppofed Mr. Hillbonfe’s admiffion' into the
Prefbytery, knew very well that the Conduét of his Friends could not but
make Prefbyterys and Prefbyterians very ridiculous and contemptible in the
Eyes of the People of New-England. Indeed when they fee Prefbyterian
Minifters themielves act unjuftly, and receive into their Number temporizing
Men, who make a pretended Neceflity a Plea for diffembling, how I fay,
can they look upon them but with the utmofi Contempt, and a fort of falfe
deceitful People not to be believed ? And they cannot but have the fame
Opinion of the Prefbyteriun People, as they have of their Minifters.  Thofe
therefore who have exprefled their abhorrence of menta] Refervations or Lyes,
who have cenfured Hypocrites and Incendiaries, and have kept a good Cor-
refpondence with the %‘coigle of this Lnsed, are the Perfons and the only ones
who have fupported the Honour of the Presbytery and Prefbyterians. A

Let Perfons. of a turbulent, unquiet, unlociable, deeeitful Temper expe
what they deferve, that is to fay, to be defpifed, as they are, by honeft
Perfons. Let them not call falfly Perfecution or Malice in them the juft
Contempt ind Abhorrence they have for vicious and deccitful Feople.

But we return now to our Author’s Preface. There he faith, that becaufe
‘Mr. Hillboufe was not crdained in the Colony of Connesiicut, but in Europe,
he could not be depofed by an Affociation or Council in Comnefficut,  This
is as falfe as it is abfurd. According to Mr. Preflyier’s affertion it would
unavoidably follow, that Mr. Hillboufe could not be depofed at all.  Not in
Ireland or Scotland, becaule his Congregaricn was not there but in Neww- Zoi-
don, and a Depofition fuppofes a Separation of a Minifter from his People.
And according to our Author’s way of arguing, he could not be depofed in
New- England, becaufe he had derived Lis Induition into the Sacred xi\'z’im’,’l,’y

frem the venerable Chyrch of Scotland 5 fo that he couid not be depefed way

'where 5 which is the greate®t Abfurdity in the World.  Certainly if a Mi-
nifler defervesto be depofed, it muft be done wihere he exeraifd or rather
abufcd his Minifteria!l Office.
- Becaule Mr. fillboufe had fhifted his Quarters, our Author woukl have :
the Gentlemen of the Council do the fume.  Jlad they any juft Piea (faius he) ¢
againft this Gentleman, they ought to bave tabeld it before that “udicatnre of i
which be 1s a Member. |
Jult as 1if a Malcfactor condemned in the Provinee of the Maflachn/ctis.
Bay, Ly appcaling to the Courts of Conneclicit. had got hamfelf cloar freme
Ly

|
!
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his -Judges, fo that they could not put their Sentenee againft him.in Executi-
on, for want of Right and Authority over him. But every one knows that
notwithftanding fuch an Appeal, the Malefattor fhould be deliverd up to
the complaining Government. So our Gentlemen ought to had dene, and
not to admit Mr. Hillboufz into their Number as they did.

Mr. Fobn Prefbyter, after his O Monflrum borrendum, &c. (which by the
way kLath but little Relation to the Scripture Words which he had quoted juft
before) concludes his Preface in thefe Worus ; Witten by a Lover of Prefbytery,
and all fuch Gentlemen as Myr. Hillhoufe, whofe Charalter fball never be tram-
pled upon while Truth and Prefbytery can defend him. We have feen that no
true Prefbytery can defend him™. ~ But in ‘order not to be deceived you muft
‘know what he means by his Prefbytery, and you muft underftand the Be-
ginning and Foundation of it.

In the Prefbytery held in Boffon in Offober 1736, when the Names of the
feveral Members were called, among the reft was the Name of Mr. David
M Gregore of Nutfield or New-Londonderry: As he had never fat before as
a Member of the Prefbytery, Mr. Rutherford defired to know how he came
to be 2 Member of the Presbytery, who ordained him, and who gave the
Ordainers Power to do it. He and the major Part, of the Presbytery defir'd
to be faysfied about thofe Things, before they admitted Mr. Gregore to vote
as a Minifter or a Member of the Presbytery. Mr. Fobn Moorebead, who
was then Moderator, and had been one of the Ordainers, not giving a fatif-
faory Anfwer, the major Part of the Presbytery perfifted in denying Mr.
Gregore’s Admiffion into it.  After much Debate and fome fruitlefs Propofals
Meflieurs Moorebead and Hasvey declared, that they would not fit in Presby-
tery with the reft of the Members, except Mr. Gregore was admitted to vote.
For that time indeed they were as good as their Word; for the Moderator
left the Chair and the Meeting Houfe, and Meflieurs Harvey and Gregore
follow’d him. Several Meflengers were fent after them to defire them to
come in again, but all in vain; and they refus’d to co it. They refolv’d to
fet up a Prefbytery of their own to fcreen themfelves perhaps from the juft
Cenfures which they deferved. This is the Presbytery who admh M.
Hillboufe fo much. This fine Presbytery is Mr. Fobn Prefbyter’s D. ling:
Such a onc-doth fuit him,

Dur Author fubfcribes himfel! Fobn Prefbyter. There were two Pref-
byters in the Presbytery whofe Chriftian Names were Fobn, to wit, Mr,
Fobn IMoorebead and Mr, Fobn Harvey, who voted for Mr. Hillbou/?s Ad-
miffior: into the Presbytery :  But the firft having been ftill more altive in
the Bufincfs than the other ; befides the Style and way of arguing being é?t’l(.
actly

N_ raeps — e

* Since our Author aimfelf (and I after him) hath reprefented him asa tempo-
szing Man.
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aétly the fame both in the Preface that I have anfwer'd (tho® not véry
d’s Letters, which are in different Hands both in |

verely) and Mr. M

fe-

Town and Country, one is inclin’d to afcribe to him the Preface and Dia-
logue. However the Readers are at Liberty to think as to that what they
pleafe. They will no doubt make feveral Remarks upon his Expreffions,
which I have purpofely cmitted; and they cannot but conclude that fince
our Author’s printed Performances are fo poor and bad, his more private

Performances are ftill greatly worfe,
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ERRATA

Age 1. Line 6. dele ths Word belp.
P.2 .26, dv:2 4 befora the W.nd
Sermon.
P.2. 1 36.after the Woid conlider add ¢ he
Word fir/!.
P. 4. 1. 18 nBead of incorperal 1ead in-
corporeal.
P.6.1. 7. inftead of letting 1ead fetting.
P. 6. 1. 19. infead of withous argicle read
without an ariicle.
P.6. 1. 31. atrer borrewed add 2.
P.6.). 20. inflead «Tis5 a perfell Nonferfe,
read, is pe-fed Norfunfe.
P. 7.1 21. inllead «f Chaper read Clapter.
P. 7. 21 jullcad of Fews of oid, sead
Ifrael of ald.

| p

P. 8.1. 3. infead of excellen Divine, read

~excellent Diyiye,

£ 8, 134 inflead of
particuiarly,

P.9. 1 25. in that fuppofition dele the
Woid 1bat.

P. 0.1 26, inftead of mof} honeft Teople,

read and the moft honeft Perple.

P.9.1. ;8. after the Word 70 add deceive.

P. 11,1 33 inftead of T anfwer 1hat, read
I anfwer inthe i) } Place that.

P.v2. L 1. deie a before vile.

P. 12 132, inflead of about ther, read
about ir.

P.13.1.19. infead of kuow whar, reas

kuow which.

14 bovgoadd im ele £ Dlace,

partioularly read






