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DEAR BROTHER,

ECEIVED laji ¥all the Latin
nghith and Freuch Grammar 1
# bave ( mpn[ed amljr ne 1o e

K
E
' yo
]

*ﬁmﬁ{‘r v I thank yoy bearti. ) for tvat Pref-n
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wh.eh 15 indeed e xcell.nt in it's Kind,

I/eizd Jou as v returs of Trve, this fiort Trea-
tife, which coniains, as wl us )u.':, Sl
things releting 1o 1l Frewoh fangu g Anll
Dedicate 1t ¢5 300 ws to i Teofon newr reii10d 10
e 11‘1)0!,?;' ] u"' %)sz } (u'l() 3
comperent Tl o as vell as o great ddmercr of
Fropdh Tongue
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B DEDICATIOR,

I have wnore endeaboured to be Short and Cleas
[ as your [elf bave done ) than to make a great fhew
of L-arning  For 1lave not made this Book for
thofc who ave Learned alveadyy but frr the ufe of
760/¢ who bave a mind to Learn ' A. A not only for
2bofc who may bave a mind to Leara Firench 5 bat
gven for tbifs who bave neitber Will or Opportunity
20do it. For Libought in fuch a Time as this,
awhen tbe French Language is fo famous, and fo
mich ufed, there is hardly any Body but that wonid
, ;

be clad to bave a: lz2fl fome genedal Nosions of ir.

| pray you to accept of this fmall Prefent as o
goken of #y eflecm and affeflion to you,

) THAT Almighty GOD b pleafed 15 pous
down bis moft pr. oas Blefings upon your felf,
yeowr Speufc and Cuiidren 5 Thar you may bring them
zp for bis Glory, ond the Service and Oynament of
Ws Charck, is the Wib and Prayer :f,
Dear Brother,
Your humtle Servaht,

and Affe&tionate Brother,

z.’:’ L. M’c
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UPFPO 3 THE

FRENCiH TONGULEL.

SECTION 1
T H E Nature of the French Tongue.

5 there are Three principal
Religions in Earope, \he Zros
teffant, the Greek and the Ro-
. man 3 fo there are Three prins
cipal Languages, the Teutoni g,
or Duich, the Sclavoiian an

the Larin. The Sclavonian is
f' nken In Bob:mia, in Paz'dﬂdi
in Mufeovy, &c. The Teutonicg in Grear Bris
tan, i Germany, in the Kirgdoms of 1 enmirg
and Sweden, &c. And the Larin in Spair, France,
Fortugal and frily. ‘The Princes of Ewrope whe
have Lands in dmerice, and other rarts of the
World, have alfo introduced tere both their Relis
gion and Language : 3o that befides the La. guage
of the Natives of the Couniry, the Lasizn is fpcken
1 ine Places that belopg to the French, the
Spailands
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3 OBSERVATIONS

Spaniards and the Portugueze 3 and the Teutonicy
in'the Countries that are under the Deminion of
the Englith and the Dutch.

IT s the Latin Tongue of which I'intend to
{peak 1w, I mean by the Latin Torgue, 1.0t
that of the Remans foamerly, as it was when it
was 1n 1t’s purityy as for example, in Crcero’s
Time; but fuch usit isnow, altered and corrupted
by feveral barbarous Nutions, which made them-
{cives Mafters of the Provinces of the Roman Fm-
pire ; foime having altered & turned 1t one way, and
‘others another way : Whence comeih the difierence
between the J*:lian. “t:n fb & French Languages,
which are nevertr.iets a Latin Tongue diverfly
faliified, altered and corrupted 5 and various Dia-
JeCts of one and the fame Language

THE French Tongue as it i1s now fpoken issiot
only a corruptionn of the Larizn 5 but alfo a mix-
ture of Larin Greek and Dereh together: Although
¥ muft own that the Latin maketh the mecit con-
iiderable part of 1t, and the Greek the leaft. It
won’t be amifs to thew the canfe of that mixture,

or compofition of thofe Languages.

Filt, AS for e Torin, it 1s cortatys, That 1t
was bronght 1110 Oua/ by the Remans, who b
ving fubdued that Coeuntry “n Faane cafar’s Fime,
eflablifhed Ciere Colonivs, Laws, Mopiftrates, aid
withal thewr Longuage, which ¢ 5 the vomelthe
DN A A N~ R R S SO O
Yo gk 1(? SN ,:\.3,;(‘ a¢ tioere ot o Looteen o an
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upon the Fremch Tongue. 3
{ame Names they had received from them, onl
with a little Alteration. Even all the ubhc
Aéts were writtenn in Lazan t1li the Ycar 15"
for then King Fraacis the Firff commanded t:};‘ey
{nould be written in Freacd,

ABOUT the fame time Greek was introduced
into the Frerch Language by the Learned Men
who Hourifhed 1 n {’I‘L‘dt numbers i France at that
time, encovraged uy that Kimg, who was {rna-
med the K /lor:r of Lecrmizig  For many of them
fat their ynind upon refining the Fremch Language,
and thovg it that the beft wav todo it was to bor-
row {everal Terms and other hings fremthe Greek,
a Tongue o polite, fo majeftick, {0 expretlive, fo
e}egant to incoryorate them with their own,

THE Duich was 51‘1roﬂuced into it by fome
Pecple of Germany, who came away from theis
own Country, an d by force of Arms fctled them-
felves in Gaal, avd intermixed their own Lan-
guage with that of thote whom they had van-
quithed.

OUT of that mixture of thofe Languages wes
made up one, which was called the French Lan-
guage, after the name of thole Germans who na-
med themfelves Franes, 1e. (Free ) and gave

allo their Nameto th: (om*ry they hadCeoiquered,

that 15 te fay to Uus/. which was by the 'm namel
aftcrwalds Frane, i’“at 15113 few word *:1: Ni-
ture, beginning and the reafon of the Name «f the
Fren:h Tengne. With the famne Breviiy we are
going 1o ‘rmk of the Loxerliny of 1ty i the ful-

!
e S0 ,uu
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4 OBSERVATIONS
3 SECTION II.

N
T H E Excellency of the French Tongue,

“ A S things in their beginning are never per-

fe&t; fothe French Language was 1n it’s
beginning very far from being perfect; it was
very harfh, srd had neither Order nor certain
Rules. What good could be expetted in athing
that was the efect of the Fancy of barbarous and
unlearned Men,; whofe whole application was to
War, whe hated one another, and who in their
confufed Language difcovered the confufion of
their Minds and Affairs ? But it remained not al-
ways in that condition. After the Civil Wars,
which had troubled France fo long, were come
to an end ; and Learning began to flounfh again
in that Kingdom in the Reign of Francis the
¥irft and his Succeflors, the Learned applyed their
mind to refine and polifh the #reach Tongue, and
{ct Rules forit, as I have intimated before. That
they bave dore chiefly by the help of French
Grammars and Ditionaries publithed by theFrenci:
Academy of Paris, and Works of many learned
Authors, with fo much Succefs, that now a Davs
that Langnage is one of the fineft of the World
io that it {feens that nothing can be added to 1t to
make it imore perfeét; as.ndeed 1t hat's been not
at allor very littic altered for thefe Forty Years paft.

NOW to fav {»mcthing more particuiar abeut
the Excelicncy of the Frerch Language, fome Peo-
ple have obferved that ithath all the guallicau-

olls neceflury to make a Language bzautiful
. .-lsg {

& 6l



upon the French Tongue. 3

THE firft perfection of {pecch i1s Clearne/s
truly the laft as well asthe fult, and all in fhert,
if we will believe what an old and learned Wii-
ter {aid tothat purpofe. Now the French 1ongue
is very Clear : Even one may fay, that the Frenc
Tranflations ave oftentimes more clear than the
Original Books 5 fo that thofe Trai{lations may
ferve in a manner inftead of Explanations and Com-
mentaries on them.  For being very clear in it
{elf it doth not admit of ambiguous Terms, and
indetermined, obfcure Exprefiions. One cannot
tranflate an obfcure Bock inte French, without
elucidating of it at the {ame time. It has in this a
great advantage over the Latin, where are found a
~-aft mumber of Ammphibological and obfcure Sen-
tences even 1n the beft of Authors.

HERE is anocher Exce leny of 1t 5 Itis groun-
ded all upon good Sezzfe and Recfon, all natural
and plain, without thofe Exaggerations and perpe-
tual Superlatives, which are both th:e Genius of tha
{raltan Language,and the Charaéler of the lra/i.ns,
who cannos fuy things plainly, but are migatily
for lolty things and exprefbons. Thus any thing
that hath the happimefsto pluife them is alwars
S.fxp:i’ﬂda, Maravigiiefo, !r'?;:-“l/'.’_f'::’fl..]-‘t'.l,é’. A ][4]:
that Is but indifterent, 1s by them cailed Pa{a:;,--:o,’
{ Pelace ) A Parloar goes umongft them I'ywtfzc{
name of a Frejernce-Ciumier A kagiais's Meilage
is by them called an d=bagiy. 1t is not fon
Frenchy Things there are faid planly. [t can-
not bear playing vp the Words nor  affeéted
Equivocations.  Tins Terguc hath allo thisc com-
mon with the L erin, thatthe Wor's sre vy well
fuited to tie things whi'h tiey fignily: Feren

L AGill; it



6 OBSERVATIONS
Example, Thofe that are uicd to denote fadnefs,

Jorrow, pleafure, greatnefs, joy, &c. have alfo low,
jal, pleafuns or lfty Sounds accordingly.

FRENCH is alfo extreamly Chaft and Mo-
ded. Filthy Expreliions and outrageous Words are
not fufered init. And it may be faid to1t’s great
praife, that in this point Letiz 15 not at all to be
compared toit. Forare not the bett Latin Authors
full of filthy, and outrageous, uncivil, bafe Ex-
pre Gons, ac may be feen in Cicero’s, Virgilius’s,
Catullus’s, Martial's Works ? O,

THE Pronxnciation of it 1s altogether fmooth,
harmonious and pleafant ; and yet not {lack, weak
and efeminate. To make 1t imosther, when 1u
two Words, two Vowels meet one at the end of
the firft Word, and zucther at the Leginning of the
Vord following, the firlt 15 cut oft and not pro-
nounced, in order to aveid thus the bharfh found
that fhould proceed of that meeting ofthe Vowels
it hath were pronownced.  That Fluency and
Smoothucls of the French L.anguage, maketh 1t
very fit tor Leerry and Mufick : and much fitter
for both than the Dasch,

AS it hath the Chavacters reauifite to render
a Languize almoet pertect ((for there 1s nothing
throughly perfect ornew under the Sun, ) fo 1t 1s
Cee from {ome defects that aie to be met wih
i other Langsges. It 1sucither teo barfb asthe
Duteh nor ton fofr astie lnalian, nor tos greve as
the S>a70/h 5 bur mugetic, grave and foft 1w a
convenient degiee.  That pats me m mnd of
what the Fimoeror " rres tihe Fifth ufed to 'fay,

boiz, o That the Span:b Lauguage 1s fit to {peak to

sy
'{}
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tpon the French Tongue. 7

SECTION 1IIL
THE Extect of the frenclh Lanjuage.

HE Frenc’w Tongue being fo Excelient, it

is no wonder if 1t be fo Common aud {c Uni-
verfal, In this Section we defign to {peak of the
Extear of 1t.

I'T would be needlefs to fay thatFrencn is {poken
wuFrance,if 1tvwas not that we muft remark, that it1s
not commonly {poken 1n ail theProvinces of France ;
and that in {ome others, it is not {poken 1n all 1t’s
Purity. In the lower Brit.ny they have a {oit of
Language or Jargon pe\uhar to themf{clves, whick
*s the fame as the Welch in Oreat Brirzin, Thofe
of the French bifiay havealfo adifterent fort of
Language, as well as tholc of Langurdo: and Fro-

verce. The Piovinces where I‘rcm" 1s beft {pcken
are Champain, Lurgundy, ife of France, Orlcannois,
Blefois, Normandy, &c. ‘Lhe ()({/cOOﬂ.f change 8
in V, and Vin B, both in French and Latin ; £
that t‘)ey fay Bibere mf'tcad of Vivere, aﬂd Vie
vere infead of Bibere © Which cauled tne learned
Ffeph Scaliger, who was born himfelf int }ut Pro-
vince, te fay, Felices P. pult qaitus bidere cft vie
VEre.,

FRANCE 1s not the ovly Country where
Fremeh 3o {poken s for itis fpoken in davey, which
belongs tothe King of Surdizia. 1n the Uqr s
Territor 7 »F the Commen-wealth of Ocger,
the County of - v, which Llongs to the Canton
of Bern, 1n tne Countics of e febure! (or News

wv&,)‘b ) d‘ll i al ~77-1/» m 9111 1(7 1;’;/ L‘L}!ﬁ!'{‘;ii s
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s OBSERVATIONS

to the King of Pruffis 5 1n part of Flanders, &c.
In all thofe Countries Fremeh is commonly under-
ftond and {poken as well as in the Iflands of Fer-
jev, Guernfey and S ke, which are parts of Great
Briiain, ever fince the Year 11¢8, m which tiine
Henry the Fudt King of England tock them from
Roberr Muke of Nermandy.

- THESE are the chief Places where French is
commonly {poken ; but befides 1t 1s certain, that
1t is underftood and {poken almoft allover Europe,
by thofe who have had a libera: Lcucation. Whean
Teace was concluded in Hollanz, 1n the Year 1698.
10 all the ¥ Ambaflador’s Houles Fremch was al-
moft as common as their natural Language. The
Englith, Dutch and Damih Ambafladors kept
their Conferences in Freznch.  Even the Danith
Ambafladors agreed together to write their ccm-
mon Letters in Frezch.  Inthe time of the Nego-
tiations, there were no Writings hardly [een but
French. The Marquis of des Ealbafes cneof tle
Spanifh  Ambaffadors anfwered m Fremch to the
Compliment of the French Ambafiadors,  [n the
Year 1679. the King of Deamark an{wer'd 1n
Freneh 1o the Polifh Envey.  In the Year 14380.
the Spamifh Extra-vdinary Envoy did Hurangue
the Sta‘es General of the Unized Netheriarnds in the
fume fongz: 5 to whom  Mr @ Odiwck an{aerea
w10 0 Frendc. About the fumie time the French
Ambaffador at the Court of Lolund, wiit, Tha

the prncipad Foreign Minuters made ufe of tha
treved mihe Mfuhs they tanfadied theve,

ey,

e o e G, i s . ® ST st e« e e S— =

v AG Ambailadors Ladys bot one, could fpesk &7 cuch.

THIRE
L 4 adee
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1pon the Erench Tm:(rue, Q

THERE are French Schocls 1n almeX all the
States of the Noerth, wnc;e 1t 1s tanght by Diofer~
fors, as are the meft 1lluftrious Languages of An-
tiquity. In {fome Towns there are Teinor Twelve
French Schools for a Larin one.  After Wiiiam
Duke of Aormardy, {urnamed the Conqguerer, had
invaded Eagland, and the Kings his Succeflors were
Mafters of a cenfiderable part of Frence, for {eve-
1al Ages, there have been {o many Tranfiétions
between thofe two neighbouring ngdon s Eng-
land and Francey amd the Englith Kmgswent over
themieives 1nto ]"rdﬂu’f() often, that there hath.
teen few of them but that could fpeak Frrmb.f
King GeorcEk, ( aswell as his Predecel rsf
Queen A NN & King WrirLrLiady, Queen
Ma R Y, & ) fpeaketh it utramdumy well g
as al{ the rclt of the Royal Family, aidthe No-
blhty and Gentry of Grzar Brusain, Of late and
this very Year King GEQRGE, as a Protector
and Promoter of Learning, hath fettled in both
the Univerfities of Crford and Camiridge. Pro-
foflors to teach the Modern Larguages of whiy ‘1
the Frerch is one of the princ pal. 1 may fay be
fides upon this head, that the Foreigners, do wtro-
duce 1t more and more every Day inte their own
Language, and to naturalize 1tas the Lnglhifh and
Dutch do,

REFORE T corclude this feftion it won't be
hnpn Ner 9 {J.V w‘*v tie f} N ';m el 1¢ noevr
foo gencrellv {poken, not cily in dorge, buteven
all over f’*( \\(‘xid

P HE 101t Resi. *ﬂ (fs RIGERT 1t's Fa :'1’/57.’("‘\', of
witoh we have fp mn i the o gong %cC‘f‘hn

t,.o.

dor itis aot tobe wondered at, thut £ omany Pecs
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ple fet their mind to learn fo elegant and fo fine
a Language.

THE fCCOl)d Refafon is it’s Ufefulﬂd} 5 ofwhich
we fhall fpcak in the following Section. For if
things are valued for their Beauty, they are liked
a great deal better ftill,when they are not only five,
but alfo gooud and profitable, whenin fhort plea-
{fure and profit. meet together.

Thirdly, THE Grandear and Magnipeence of
the Palaces of the French Kings and of their Court ;
the Beauty, Sweetnefs and Pleafures of Framce
the Learning which flouriftheth there; the Trade
and ManufaCures of that Kingdom: Al which
things draw Foreigners thither, where they learn
Frend, v:hich they carry aleng with them when
they go home again.

Fourthly, THE Wars and the Congucfls of the
Fremh in Flanders, Lorrein, Germany, &c. in
the laft Centuryr For where ever they have car-
ried their Arms, they have alfo carried their Lan-
guage with themfelves. They have introduced
and eftablifhed 1t mall the Places which they
have Conquered. The Strangers whom they had
vanguifhed, and thofe that were in their Service,
have been obliged to learn it.  The obftinacy of
their Ambafiadors, whowould in all their Treatics
and Conferences with Foreign Minifters. izke ufe
of no I anguage but the French, has alfo contribu-
ted fomething o that. |

RUT whit hath contributed very much to the
fpreading of i, asthe ferfecurion and then the
Difperfi nof the French Protcftants ahrocd. o
fhun thefe ciuel and barbarous Perfecuotions, av

PR

enjoy the free Pxercife of their Religion, & 4/

A
&‘*)h - \.. c;d
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of them have forfaken their Country to feek for a
Refuge in Foreign Countrics 5 aud have difpeifed
themf{elves ineall the Proteftant States of Europe.
There is about 6ccoc of them in the States of
Giear Britrain only. Not afew of them have fet-
led themfelves in both the Esf# and Wejt Iadics
in the New aswell asthe Oid World ; and almoft
every where have builded Churches wherein tliey
Preach sand Pray in Freach, which they have
carried all the World over, with the recftal of their
Calamities: For they may very well apply to
themielves thefe Words of the Latin Poet

Que regio in terris moflri non plena laboris.

I might perhaps give more Reafons why Freach
18 now {o univerfally fpoken 3 bat I donot intend
to make a great Book, & fumma feouor faitigia
rerum ;. So I here conclude the Third Section, to
fpeak 1n the next of the Ufefulne/s of the French

‘Tongue.
SECTION IV,
T HE Ulfetulnels of the French Tongue,

HAVE {aid fomething already in the fore-

going Section abont the Usefuinefs of the
French Langunage ; but that very well deferves
that I thould fay more :pon that Head.

L Il fexveth, as well as other Sciences, to a-,
dornand perfi &t our Underftanding.  And in a
particular manner, 1t puts People 1n a v-ay tc un-
derftand a world of excellent Bocks written in tuat
Language upon all manner of Matters,

) -~ HEFRE
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HERE ~ne may fay, That the beft Books are
Tranflated out of French unto Englith. Witnefs
Pybroc’s Verfes which have been branﬂated into
all the Tongues of the Waild even intothe Turkifb,
Ferfran and Arabian Languages 3 Drelincours’'s Book
Intituled, The Lw,jc 15 of she Faurbfnl Soul againft
the Terrors of Deutb y and Beyleaw’s Works, which
have been Trarﬂated into Englifh, and fev:ral
other Languages. That Objeftion may be very
well anfwered thus. 1. All the good Books are
net Tranflated. 2. The Tranflations are never {o
fine and f{o pure as the Originals, which it is much
more plea&nt to Read 3. They cannot be Y'ran-
flated bnt by thofe who vnderftand Frezch,  And
that ver ¥ thirg dnt} confirm what I have been
fayiag of it’s Ulefulnefs.

Il IT is extreamly #fefu’ ( if not neceflary )
to thole that Travel either by Seaor Land. It 1s
fo univerfally undeiftood and {poken, that one may
Travel almoit all over the W ork with that help.
It 15 in this refpedt pretry much now what the
Liin r’omahe was formerly.  Even {everal Stran-
gers Travel on purpofe to learn it either intoFrance
or Gencva, ofter they have hamt fomething ofit
at Home : For Tmuit Gy itover, almoft every
Bady is willing to underftand Fremdh . and the

: upen as a fure mark of goed
Preeding It is likew:fe very ufefultoMerchants,not
ly twe who Tiade ~a Fremce, but alfo elicwhere,
and vho Tralig v ‘”‘. Foreiguners, whofe Lan-
guage thev u v‘u{‘md noY, may mely that de-
fect with the 7re4.0, which is underft 00(’ every

wacre, andaimoit oy all Micrchants and oihers.

INi 11
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vpon the French Tonzue, 13

_HLOIT s very ufiful to Poliricks : Becaufe
France is {o confiderable a part of the World, th.t
there are few Statesin Ewrspe or elfewhere, bug
that have either Alilance or War, or fome Byji-
nefls with that Kingdomi ;s to which confcqu'cutly
1t 15 neceflary to know it’s Language. It may be
of fome ufeal(o to Englifh Lewyers, becauf= a great
partof Law Terms are French, the {enfe of which

1s beft known by thofe who do unde:fand ;t.

I'V. IT may ferve alfo to Recreate cne's Niiid 1
For not belng aviz to fet it very long upon e |
fame thing, and looking always upen the fimef
Nbjets ; to thift Reading, and Read Fronch after
Lagl/h, cannot but pleale ard divert our Mipd. ; ;

V. Laftly, IT is ofgreat Service to Leyr o other
Languages : For as the Eig /i may be 4 great help
to learn the Tewronicq Tougue, { that i tofav, the
Duteh, Danifh and 8z dil) Tongue, &¢. ) of which
the Frg il iy an Idicm, althe’ pretty difiivent ficm
the others . Lo the Irend Tongue Leri g o Dialeet
of the w1t helpeth the underﬁam%irg cf the
brale oo Spaniff Languases, which are ='f, Idi-
oms ( altho’ dificrent ) of the Lasin Tengue, the
Mother and Zource of all thefe . §q that ane vwho,
underftands Frenc'. me learn as foon 4, ] Leps
the Spaxih opthe Trailia Loveonsages, as :zx:'.t‘xr‘
who doth net kKnow it 1 may very vell reckin
among 1 ¢ Lap;
heiped bv the | ,
griage o Jargen which s {peken anre the So g
of Barbary, at digicrs, o recitis bat : broken
(. e :

-t

o ' P Y .
g the atiaindey of v il i

>
1
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"1 OBSERVATIONS

Freach, mixt with [ralian and Spanfb, which they
call Lingua Franca, (the Language of the Franc:,)

N\ THOSE Advantages are very well worth (if 1
be not miftuken ) the Pains that muft be tuken,
and the Time that 1s {p'nt to Learn 1it. In order
to lofe very little or no Time, I would have People
that learn French, Read {uch Bocksas may be moft
ferviceable to them, wherein befides rren b, they
may learn other Sciences, as Divinity, Geography,
Hiftory, &c. and {0 make adeshle Profit;, or as
the common f{aying 1s,Ki// Tewo Birds withOre Stone,

THE Fren'h being ©) beautiful, fo fiveet, 0
harmonious, {5 clear, fo modeft, {o natural, o ma-
jeftical, lofty without excefs, plain but not mean,
{o generally under.tood 5 fo ufeful to Merchants,
to Politicks, to Travellers, to Learned Men. €¢. to
underftand other Languages, toadorn & recreate
one’sMind; which hatn been ferviceable to manr,
and hath hurt nonies Is it ftrange thatit is fomuch
valued and Learned as 1t 1s now 3

# FOR thole confilerations 1t deferveth People
thoald take fome Pamsto Learnir © But not to
firisty ones vanity, and be Proud of it, for know-
me more than agreat manvy others do; nor ont
of Curinfity to kuow fomething New 1 nor anlv to
Imitate others, and to bem the Falliion: Some-
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* 17 mae beall) obferved, that as the Englith learn the
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Ruales of the P’”‘"f’ Tungu;,_ they fearn 1a the fams: tims

the Rules ot heir own ; which fow Peonls know, but

thofe who haye 1;am‘q Lain oy Freneh,
SECT-




4pon the French Tongue:

*/‘

SECTION V7.
REMARKS jor thofz Perfons who are

inciined to Learn French.

ER TAINLY. Iv order toattain it, fome

W.t, {ome aemory, Celt, Labowr, and con-
fequenily Patii 2z are required 5 {o that thofe Per-
{ons who cannot or will not {pend any Time or
Money to huy Books, €¢. and take fome Pains
to learn it, or have no Wit, muft not pretend to £0
aborit to Jearn 1t.

I T f{ay furft, that Wir isrequired, for that as 1t
1s neceflary tolearn other Languages,and any thing
elfe what{oever : For as a Perfon naturally Dumb,
cannot learn to pronourice Words becauie he hath
not the Orpans of his Body difpofed for that; io a

ull Perfon cannot learn the Rules and Method of
a Tongue, becaufe he hath not tixc Faculttes of his
Soul well difpofed for that.  As one cannot remems
ber them, to make ufe of them, when there 1s oc-
cafion for 1t if lie wants Memory.

[1. TT 1s plain and obvious to ary Redy. that
Firny and Care nuwlt be tzken. Ve muft Fuy
every thing mths World, and give eone thuig for
another.  One canuot get the knnwledge of e
French Tougie, orany thing ol =) vwitheut ictui-
g Care and Pans.

Qercupar opiotam carfa conl nIeye weti
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316 OBSERVATIONS

Il'L 1T is verycertain, That there muft be
Time {pent about 1t, more or lefs, according to
what Judgment and Memory one hath; and what
Pains are taken forit. I reckon that an indiffe-
rentWit may learn 1t to areafonable degree in Six
Months time, 1f he Studies but Two or Three
Heurs 1na Day s and perfely in Twelve Alontns.,
I{ay an indifferent Wit, for I do not think tlat
none but Peifons of extrordinary Parts may leain
it 5 -ut ' mean People of common fen. It is
1i0ft certain alfe, thatone who underitands Latiz
may learn 1t much cifier and 1nlefs time, becaufe
there are fo many French Words and Phrafes that
are derived from the Latan : And whofvever may
lcarn Larin, may confequently iearn French, this
being much eafiér than the other. 4 wajers ad
aminus vilet confoguen:ia. By the fame Rule one
who underftandetn Fremeh may learn or remember
Larin much better.  Now as without Athiduity and
Pairs 1t muft not be expected tolearnFrench 5 foone
nay be {ure to Learn it, if he takes Pains abant it.
Labor emnia vincit
PPYODiss,

IV, PEOPLE have need of Patience in this,

s 1nali cther things, in order not to be ditheart-

nec becanf> of the dubenltiesthey meet wich, ¢fie-

iwhy i the bepinning. They muft thivk thy
every thing 1s difiicultat fitlt. To Read & Write,
that feem nmow €aly 10 s, lave been look'd upin
* by neas very Aihonlt things 15 cor Youth, when
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upon the French Tongre, 19

very Troublefome at firft, alittle while after be.
comes very pleatant. In a fhort time, People
begin to underftand what they do Read ; 2nd be-
come {enfible thatthey do Learn, and lofe neie
ther their Labours nor Time ; fo that L:bour and
Pains are but a fhort trial of one’s Patience.

THE beft way therctore 1s, not to think it it} zp
very eafy, or very iard to learn.  Thofe who lock
upon 1t as very difhicult will never attempt tq
learn it,and fo fhall lofe all the Benefitsthey might
get by 1t Thefe on the contrary, who look upon
1t as a very eafy thing, when they cnce perceive
their m:itake, are prefently difcouraged, and as
foon as they meet with any difficulty that they had
no ways forefcen, they are apt to foifike all, and
thus to lofe the Time and Pain, they Fad already
takeu about 1t. Now when I {ay without Piins,
Fatieace, Time, &c. Frerch cannot be learnt, 1 dg
not pretend to tell any thing new, or that was un-
known before. My reafon for telling of it is, that
altho’ People know 1t well enough, yet very often
they donotmind it; & act as 1f they never knew 1t
orthot of 1t : And {o before they go abcut toLearn,
I would have them to think that they fhali {urely
meet with {fome trouble and difficulty, unaveidable

-

-andeed, but not infuperable.

AND here it may be obferved, That Englifh
Men ivay learn French much esfier than fome
ether Nuticns. becaufe thereis a vaft number of
French Words inthe Englib Topgue,  William tha
Ccenquernr niot erly bre't ever into Engiond an Ar-
mv cf Frerer Souddierss fot wlo be tived to make
tiic Frem b Tongue to be the Lungvage of Lrelend,

: ‘ He



18 OBSERVATIONS

He caufed the Divine Service, ( atleaft part of it)
to be performed 1n French, - 1 all the Law< to be
publxﬂxed in French, as weil as all the Pablick
Ads.  After his Death, the former Language of
the Country was mixt with the French that was
1ncorporated i into1t, which French was very much
ufed in the Court of the Kings that fucceeced him,
.as appears by thofe French Words round the E-
fcutchion et Exngrnd, HONNI SOIT QUI MAT,
'Y PENSE, ¢ 2w/ be ooz who thinks Euvil, )
~which 1s the Motro of the famous Order of the
Garter, inftituted about the Year 1244, by Edwsrd
the Third, who firft took upon himfelf the Title
| of King of France, becaufe of the Right he had to
| that Crown.  Thefe words whidi: are at the Lot-
' tom of the iame Efcutchion, DIEYY ET MN
DROIT, ¢ &+ iD and my Rizht, ) arc «‘.\,frf:v 3
And bender the Kings of Great Brir.« =re J1o-
clained 1 .f’-rcnc:';.'., as well as m Latin anL Englijh,

THE Enol: /nTon"”" now 1s 2 mixture of theBri-
il Saxonian, I Jﬂl/" Latin & French Langui s
FortheBritons the Romans. thedSexcrns theD. nes m
Norrens or French, having been ktleu 11 bﬂg/dnd
and Ruled over the Country, caufed all of them,
their own Language to be fpoken there, the mix d
with the Laxm'*ace that was ufcd before thom.
Now the [‘/’Hd'/) lono'vc bemg made up of fo muny
di5erent]. ’i?\{": ) )GC\ }[ 15 now mld(’}' 1fthere he 11t {O

any ditferent Words 1. Iuitnhgmfv t! ci me thing
There 1s about the third }\:rt of Fren Doy at,whic 5
12 ntroduced il mere and more every },‘a‘: Y
that a grews many Eoplifh Mea {peak Freneh, and

| de net Know it rm Lag i Iung_)uc I OW VOrY
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T T upon the Ltrench Tongue, Iy
beautifu), and very exprethve, becaufe what is
fueft snd nicheft in theother living Languages, as
La'tir, Spanifh and Freach is conveyed into it g
{1 that he that underftands the Ex8/.0 und Freach
Tongues, certainly knows two of tie fin-ft Lan-
guages 1n the World. - Now 1f there b: a Third
of French inthe Eaglifl Tongue, there remains but
two Thirds of the Freach to learn, and about a
Chird part of 1t to thefe who underftand Larin,

IT is a very diffiicult matter to learn Fremch
without a Frezch Mafter 5 and quite impoflible to
icarn well thePronunciation of it withous that help.
T ofe therefore who have a mind to learnit, ought
to ch ofe netonly the beft Grammars and Dicrio-
naries, but allo the hett dafters) 1.e. Thofe who
{peak Freach b, and underftand the Rules of iv
very well 5 and wo teach 1t after the fhorteft, the
cleareft and cafielt way.

SOME People are of opinion, that French can-&
not be learnt well, but in Fronec s hut thev are
rer ol Beoks, one mav learn the Rulcs of 1t az.y.l

. - . . P
where: and for the improvement of 1t, 1f there 1s;
all woether 1t be, 1w France, or elfewhere: For
1no By wil {g}', that it 1s the Climate or the Alr

.

certainly miftaken © With the help fa good Maf-
\ N )
a Fiench Converf rion tobe had, itisny mutter atj

of France, that canteach it.

A S furthe Remembring of French, after itis
once got, aimoft the fame ways mult b uted, as
for the Leirnmg of it 5 ther is iofay, To Read
Frensh Baoss, and Coaverle with Fren s Folks,

oy |



10 OBSERVATIONS, &

ss much as poflible.  If one doth fo there isno feat
of forgetting it, {o much the lefs, becaufe things
Tearnt by Rules are not very «afﬂy forgotten jand
1f forgotten, foon gotten again.

BUT whatfoever Language t’enple fpeak, Ergs

'_I{/b Fresch, 1 jett‘lem know. that tho’ they fpea

ithibe iomzues of Men € of Angels,

p Cor 13 & ,’f:t bave not Charity, they are be.ome
i s fw wding brafs, or a tinkling
Symbal. Let'their Hpeech be employed to Blefs

£ 4
the Author and Giver ofit.  Let them, in fhort,
*fhink, A&, and Speak in {uch a manner as they
may aflorw ards Glorlfy Hiin in Heaven; where,

wsious diver’ity of Opinions, and confufion of -

| LR" 0k, ':t: Ble ed will Serve and Praife GOD
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