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1876.] 70 —,
ing. In the latter part of August the
voung birds begin to flock, seeking the
stubble-fields, the threshing-ground and
the sandy old fields where the Centaurea,
or “ blue-bottle,” flourishes. Here they
are “walked up” by the gunmer, and
shot as they rise, their flight under these
circumstances being almost precisely that
of the trap-pigeon at a shooting-match.
As they cut by with extreme velocity on
a cross-shot, it takes a skillful aim and
a good allowance for headway to bring
them down. Another method is to find
a pond or ditch where some water lies
duing a very dry spell. The doves are
very thirsty, and will fly for miles to drink
before roosting, sometimes dipping in
rapid flight for a billful from some broad
stream. The gunner hides himself un-
der some convenient cover, and shoots
as fast as he canload. Dogs are useless,
and only frighten the game. The best
way of all, though perhaps the least
sportsmanlike, is to find a dead tree on
their feeding-ground, and make a “*blind”
near it of grass and bushes. The bird
has an invariable habit of alighting for a
moment on such a perch to survey the
ground before beginning to feed, and |
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the moment to shoot is when it settles,
or a wing-shot is in order when it leaves
the tree. Very large bags are often made,
though the birds are quite uncertain, and
will often abandon their haunts for oth-
ers at a great distance with no apparent
reason. The dove is a choice table del-
icacy, superior, in my judgment, to the
partridge, and fully equal to the wocd-
cock. Indeed, I have seen a very large
and select party of dons vivants served
to their complete satisfaction with **wood-
cocks on toast,”” when not a solitary
woodcock had been in the market for
weeks. Cut off the head and feet, and
few could discover the imposition.

In regard to other birds it is scarcely ne-
cessary to speak particularly. Under the
influence of judicious legislation the vari-
ous species of hawk and falcon have been
greatly thinned out, and a corresponding
increase effected in the numbers of insec-
tivorous birds. This is a matter in which
the farmer here, as elsewhere, has yet very
much to learn, and it is in this direction
that he must look at last for the remedy
against the moths and larvae which are
now the most dreaded enemies to his
success. ROBERT WILSON.

TO —, WITH A ROSE.

ASKED my heart to say

Some word whose worth my love's devoir might pay
Upon my Lady's natal day.

Then said my heart to me:
“Learn from the rhyme that now shall come to thce
What fits thy Love most lovingly.”

This gift that learning shows;
For, as a rhyme unto its rhyme-twin goes,
I send a rose unto a Rose.
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SIDXEY LANIER.
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