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MRS. MARY PATTILLO,

—l§ @t

PEAR MADAMy .

YOUR solicitations have at length prevailed on me
to permit the following discourse to be published. Every
memorial of the man, who was so deservedly dear to your
heart, will be highly valued by you. Could I flatter my-
self, that the merit of this performance would equally re~
commend it to the impartial reader, I should consent to its
publication much more cheerfully. But as every one will
know, that I might suppress it, no apology for its defetts
ought to be admitted. ’

It may be necessary for the- information of those who
heard this sermon pr eached, to observe, that I have transt
posed the two divisions of the subjeft: so that the one
which was treated first in the delivery, now occupies the
last place. The sentiments have been fully retained, and
very few verbal alterations made,

o

That God may san&ify the dispensations of his provid

dence to you, and bless this discourse to all that read it,
in engaging them to live agreeably to the precepts of the
gospel, that they may die the death of the righteous, ia
the prayer of your assured friend, and

Humble Servant,

DRURY LACY,
Sune 28th, 1863,
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ROMANS, xiv. 7,.8. . N
p ;

For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to him-

" self.” For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; or
whether we die, we die unto the’Lord : uhetlzé{' we live
therefore or die, we are the Lord’s. f

» Vv

. 1 ;
PP HESE words, in their full extent, {ban be
14, ynderstood tq apply to none hut nca'Q;Chrisa
tians. - They .alope set the Lord alwayd before
them, and live in hjs * fear "al] tle' day[long.?
;l’heir. principal obje&t js, ta condutt thémselves
jn such a manner, ‘that God may be hongyred hy
their behavioyr, and that others, by, héhklding
their good-svorks, may be led to glarify their Fa-
ther who is in heayep,, They live mot Io them.
gelves,..or. for, ﬁh@msclye§.; neither would they
avish to continug lpnger in this world, sthap God
will make them useful. Andas they aim tolivé
;? the:Lord, by resigning ‘themselves: to his' sers
¥igel apd direCting. all their endeavours to/pro-
mate tle purpases of his glory, so théy. are-aversé
feom dying to themselyes. They know they have
ng right, ta dispose of their own lives as their Au-
maurs or inclinations might diftate, but are bound
in duty never tq expose them unnecessarily o
gny occasion.- ' Théy are not insensible, that it
would be farbetter for them ta be disso'h;ae(f and be
with Christ; yet they are taught submissively tq




. P
" wait all the days of their appointed time until their

change come. They commit, to the Lord the dis-
posal of. every circumstance rela‘ung to.that im-
portant event, making it their chief concern, that
while they live, they may live to the Lord, and
when they die, they may die to the Lord, that
whether ljving or dymg, they may be the Lord’s.

“ e
othmg can form a greater contrast to the

above descmptlon than, the charaéters of-the wick-
ed. They are represented in Scripture ds, walk-
ing in the lusts of the ﬂesh fulfilling the desires,
of the flesh dnd of the mind; whlle By nature they
are chfldren of wrath! They have no fear of God
before theu‘ eyes, and- God Ji§ not in 'all - then}
thouglits.~ Their qnqulry 1§ nét how they may

live td the Lord, but Who will shew "us any -

earthl good ? What shall weeat, and ‘what shall
we drifk; and,wherewithal 'shall- v be clothed ;
“Therefdte, as the apostle ‘saith, tHey all séek then‘
own, not the things which are J eéus Chtist’s!
{They Hrd s0 opposed ‘by nature to* the'ﬁuthorlty
and govérnment of God, that they wish in their
heirts there was'flo God’; and in the'pridé and
insolence of their spirits -they .are ready to say}
¢ Our tongues are our' own, and whé is Lord
“ over.us > Many of them are so lost, -even to
a sehse of self-presérvation, the first liw of nature;
that for some:trifling offence from a fellow worfn,
they: will dare to hazard their lives unnecesstrily
o the doubtful issue’of a duel, and run"the Yisk
of ruShmtr with mad‘precipitationinte'the presence
of theh tremendous*Judge : such as these nevet
sought; toslive to the Lrord, and.do pot séek to die
to the Lord ; but wholly aim at gratifying them.

S

selves, by revengmg some triyial insult’ on thei
il -judged honour. Of all such it may be Sald/,'»
without any breach of charity, they are epemies
to God by wicked works, and-will assuredly fall,
under that condemnatlon Whlch .God has denoun-
ced,against his adversarles. ' .

S

Tt hight indeed be shewrt, that even the wicked
five to the Lord in a certain sense. Sinners are
not so much from’ under the divine goveriiment as
they wish, and sometimes apprehend Were all

restraints’ removed this world would $oon exhibit

a scerie of wickedness and dlstradxon, but a IlttT@
more tQIerable than hell itself. Smners would
destroy the righteous, and then become thejr own
tormentors, But God has a. hook in their nose,
whiclr they cannot extract; and when 1nst1gqted
hy their lusts they would accomplxsh thelr crimi-
nal desxgné he holds them back by his prevent-
ihg power and goodness. He riot only restrains
them, but makes use of them as his mstruments
in carrymg, on the great plans of his’ provxdentxal
ngernment in the'world. In the course of events

he sometitdes has Judgments to execute upon a.
sinful and rebellious people, which Christians are
disqualified for executing,, in proportion as they
have imbibed the spirit of their Master. Thus.
when the Israehtes had sinned against God,. and.
provoked him to ]edlousy by their attachment to.

¥

- idolatry, he ralscd yp Nebuchadnezzar, called

him his servant,,and sent him to execute his wratl,
upon,them for their transgressions. And I,am
persuaded, no people less syicked than the Erench,,
¥ould:haye been made, that heavy scourge to the:
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Biilty tintrotis of ;Enroge, wHich théy H‘gvef‘ﬁ'étéﬁ
ML -, F . ‘ ° ‘ '
fqt‘ sothe yéars'past. On the ‘othet 1fxamd', GQ"&
. 7 T ., Yo ' .
iakes usé of the wicked to ptémivte the iAterdést
Of feligion if vatious ways$ é'o(;it'f*arfr fothei} &
signs. Thus Cyfus ‘did fmuch servier t§ HE
;;hurch and people of God; yet it is ‘eviderit itd
new .

ne go.t.t'h,e‘LorKd any more, thar} I‘\T,cbtgehgdngz-
nar. But while they were instigated by thieir, oWy
passions, the }ord Qve_r-;gule('f;tiién; to execute
. . \ [ PR 4 KR N e .
his purposesof judgment and mercy toyva;(is his
peo Ie v A, g N h'h vy 3 oy : . ,.i"
P ple.. Again, thé¢ wicked will serve fo_glorify,
. Fagar o F P R
<‘>c.1 in the. f'ast day, when he will gindiégtewtfle
equity of his’ government, by infliéting. uﬁ.én them
the uniﬂi“ hei RN K . S £
y punishment their crimes deserve : for it is

ain., ‘¢’ : . O oy d A ‘s
plain, * The Lord h(atfl maéfe 2ll things for him.

%

¢ self, i_ev'en‘ the wicked for the day of evil.”
But 4s this does not ap'pearwto be confemﬁl‘a;t‘ed' m
the text, Iﬂs{s}i‘alll now confine my attention mOrs,
gnfnedig’cely to the import of ‘the Wwords before us..
‘ For none of us liveth to himself, énd}_qo’m‘:if; (ilefh
:.: to lum,s!elft. ;F(?r \frhetbér we ,live,,,véé'fi-{:e 'urvxto“-?
N the Lord ; or, whether we die, vtre, die unrfo the
o ]E‘.O!;C}, :, whéthér we live .therefore or dic. we'
¢ dre the Lord’s.’ n R

The apostle; in'these Wwordd: hitigdé £ feagedd
why Christians shofild nét futge attd condbih 3t
ariother ifr mdtter$ &f arf thlifbrent tdfiie radpEEts
iftg religion; dbolit!Which tHey diftte i SPHiow
It-has beén’ GhHAPpili th c4sE in every doeiot tha!
churth; that‘dissetitforié*and divisiohS Kie dridais
atiorg 'Chx:istiaﬁs,' abotit things’ that did ok Aan
contern the essedtialslof that reHgioh they Prons
fesstd.  Tliese contehtions -eny made: R a7

t
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pearance in the church at Rome. Some, prejudit
g:ech favor of J ew1sl.1,cer_emome§, av_oggied cer-tami
meats and ate herbs; others believed they might
eat all things: dne[‘n{éfn'esic’ehiéd one day above
gpcg;}:}ex}tsupposin{g ;thc"i're was somie Qt_&culiar s.acrgd-.
ness init; anot}‘fgr' esteemed every day 'al‘ik.e. Thej
apostle condemns neither the bne nor the other on
ghécg‘)vq‘?t of their géCgliar hoﬁiqhgx ; _"‘bu*t severel}{
reprifhands them all, on.account of those cénsures

" they passed upon one 4nother: Why dést thou

¢ judge thy brother; or ‘why dost thou set at
f‘ nought thy brother ? for we shall all stand beford
¢ the judginent seat of Christ.”” He theréfore ex:
horts thém fict t6 judgé one. another ddy inore,
hut that every on¢ should, take care dot to put 4
stumbling bltck, -or an occasion to fall, in his bro--
ther’s way. He assures thefn that the kingdom
of God, or tiie religion ixt the 5otil, did not con
siét in meat @nd drink, but in tighteoushess;
pehce; -and joy in the Holy Ghaost.  With regard
fo thbse matters in which none of the essentials of
religion were concerned, he advises that cv:er}f
man should be fully persuaded in his own mind ¢
for that all true Christians were influenced by 2
supteme love to God, and & desire of promoting'
his glory, how miuch soever tﬁey differed in other’
things. *.He-that regardeth the day, regardeth it
< to the Lord ; and he that fegardeth mot the dayy
““to the Lord he déth not regard it. He that eat-
{-eth,‘eateth to.the Lord, for he giveth God thanks;

_ « and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth

“ not, and giveth God thanks.”” All are d't;fer‘:

minegd in their praétice by the same motivé, for it

is evident, * None of us liveth to himsglf,” &c. /
B R
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' fﬁ' én‘lax‘é-xﬁg upon "tHis sque& b Would éars
nestly dolicit your atteﬂtmn, Ty bretﬁren, to i
€xplanation of the, two fdllowidg parthulars
Fzr.ft In’whaf eculiar’ sefise Believers ate thé
Loid’s. Secondly, What is implied ik’ Hving 18
the Lord:  And mdy the S})xnt of God eﬁhghﬁén
fny under‘sf’éndlﬁg in 5peakmg‘, atd fix yOUr detén:
#on in ﬁearmg, ‘that both he, thit spweth and hé
tTlart reapeth May’ rejoxéc tévefflex‘

T amy fr3z, to-eXpMin, In'what pecuhar ééﬁs’é
believers are the Lord’s. *

[

We are all*equally the creatutes of God. HQ
made ps, by his power, and has preserved us-by
his providence ; ,and in him we all live; and'moye,
and have our being. ‘;We are al} 'equail)g ynden
his ‘govermment, and adcountgble to him for:oys
conduc:. Yet there is a sense in which beligverg
are more peeuliarly his thanrothers; - Ye are ally2
says- the apostle, speakmg of Chrxstxans, ¢ the
‘e& childten of God by faith in Jesus Chrjst.” ' Galy,
1ii. 26 God calls them his children, "#nd Speaksg
of them as the ‘excellent of the earth. Feor theig
salce, the kingdoms of nature and -grace are, cons
tinaed ; 5 and when the last of the children of merg
that will be saved. fshall ‘believe, .this werld slmﬂ
continue no 1onger, but.shall-be burnt up with al -
that it containgy; Christ: shall then,’ havu‘_xg,'}udgﬁd
the world in righteousness, resigr the mediatorizh
kingdom-to the Father, and God shall be ali in al},
Thus it appearscthat God has a peculfar interese
in his sgints, and that whether living ordying
tb@y are the Lord’s, R >

\
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But: for a fuller xplicativn .of this peint, ¥
would desgend to-a few particplars, . And :

" 1st Behevcrs fre ina péduljar, sepse the Lond’§,
bcpaqqe he ﬁath crhosen t%]em for ]nmself out of
tl}e x,vqud “ But know, that the. Lord hath set
kG apart? or chosen hun that is g;od]y f‘gr hjmself. i

P,s iv. 3. “’Ye haye’ not- cbosen que, but I have.

4 gligSen you, and ogdax,ned that you'should g0
4 and brmg forth ‘frpxt and that your frait should
S rf;mam " Lohn Xy, 16. Achrdmg as he hath
“» cho$en us in fnm before ;he fou,nda’uon of the-
o “word, tha.; we s}xOuld bel-}:oly and w ithout blan(}
¢ befox;e him'in lqve 77 Eph,i. 4, e Ele& accor
“.ing to the fbref{,nochdge of God the. Eather,r
“ th;;ough Sa,néhﬁ;;atxon. of ‘the Spirit, untq oqux-
”, ence, and the symnkhng of, the blood of Tesus
LS Qhr,l,st N 4 Pet. 1,.2 eiove him because
«“ahc first loved us.” 1._ Jo}gp iv. 19. ,From these

S;sr,;,rlptures, and, poany others that mlght be addy-.

ge&}z the-truth of i;hp proposxtlon js evident. ¢ And
r;;xgx}l not-the Judge of all the earth do right'? Has
ke got, as a.soyerejgn, a ,mght to-do what he.will

«with-his owa ! If therefore he thoose one to ever.

Jgsting life, and fsave ;another, to suffer thc just:
pumshment due to his sins, shall any one darc to
dispute hig.will or find j'ault ? Such an one should

first provée that.God.is under obligation to save

him, and be as gracious to him as to any of his’

creatures, Byt shpuld,any one make suth an as-
tsertion, it would;proveboth his 1guorance and the
tfepth of his depravity.+ The truth is; that we'are

all by nature the.children of srath, and going.on+

in the broad road that leads to eternal destrnétions

\

’,
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66t is pleased- by his sovereign: gf'ace to'stop ona
here and anothiér theré. He puts his-fear'in’their

' hearts, gives them repentance, pardons their sins,

and teaches thém by his word and spirit to depaxit
"from m1qu1ty And many alas ! continue to live
gnd die in thejr s sms, And may T not conﬁden’tly
appeal to the-experience of every Christian for a
'conﬁrmatxon of this dofrine ? } Wag it nat God by
his word and spirit, that first convinced you of
your dangerous situation, q,nd inclined: your'hearts
to seck hjs grace? Was it hot God ‘that enabled
you to bélieve, strengthened you to overcome ‘the
dlﬂicultles thdt lay’in your Way, and mdde’ you
wxlhng in the day of his power to dccept of sﬁlva-
tion ? Did you evex; seek him, did you ever loyc
‘him, before, he m(;hned your hearts, and ‘disco-
vered his glones tg you"in the cross of Jésus
Chrlst’ lel ou presume to say, that you ‘chose
God and his, ways before hechanged your hearts"?
I know _you cannot, But logk’ around you. ‘Why
have you been brought out of darkness1i into light,
Whlle your‘ neighbour sits enveloned in‘the gloorh
of 1gnorance ? Was it because you wére better
than he, ‘and deserved- mere at the- hand of God 2
A sense of your own guilt forbids such a thought.
Then - '

« Why wcre you made to hear his voicé,

“ And enter whiler there!s room, !

% Wheh thousapds make a.wretched choice, 7 ,
« And rather starve than qome ?” :

It was distingunishing grace, my friends, God
has grauously chosen you to, be a peculiag people

'to himself; apd O.that you ay ever shew your
tgrat;tude, by béingizealong of good,works. ,

¥

sy

¢ #2dly. Believers are peculiarly the Lord’s, be-
eause-he: hath redeemed and purchased them. I
join these two together, ,because the price paid
was the price of our nedemptwn. And can any
thirig be morg one’s ‘own- property than what he
liath purchased, and for which a valuable conside-
ratign hath been -paid? We, my Cliristian bre-
thien, “were the sérvants of sin, taken captive by
the devil at his will' -and’ you know of whom a
man is overcome ofthe same is- he brought in
bondage. Here the quéstion might be proposed
*¢.Qhall the-prey be taken-ffom the mighty, or the
¢ lawful'captive delivéred 2" Isa. xlik. 24, « We
“Were ‘Satan’s lawful - e&ptlves, havmo' volimtarily
‘&ubmitted to his sefvice ; -and alas ! were too well

pleased with the servitude to-wish for deliverance.:
God. saw ys.in this deplorable condition, and’

When there wag no hand to help, ahd. no eye to’
plty hlS ;own arm brqught salvation’. *¢ Hg so
L loved ‘the world, that h¢ gave hlS only bégotten
“‘ 'Soh , that whosoever believeth in him mxght not
L perlsh but have everlastmg life,? John iii. 16.
hrist hath redeemed us fromy. ‘the curse of the

‘{‘ law, being made a curse for us:®’ Gal. iii. 13,
¢ Ye were not redeemed with corruptlble thmgs

' « .as silver and gold from your vain conversation,
Lol but with the precious blood of Chtist, as of a
‘¢ lamb without blemish and without spot.” 1'Pet.
1. 18, 19. Thus, believers, hath God redeemed
jour souls from eternal ruin, by glvmg ‘his son to

"die in your stead. O, réinember your obllgatlons;'

Recqlle& contmually that you “afe 16t your own,
but bought with a price’; therefore glorify God in
your bodies ajid in your spitits which are’God’s,
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-+ 13dly. Belieyers are -in -aypeculiar: sense-the
Lord’s,. hecause they haxe given themselves-to
him. How cheerfully «doss every daithfil sonl
giveitself.to the {,ord.intheday of ifstonytrsion;
-&nd thissolemp dedication iy sepewed, aslofien s
-the sonl enjoys renewedsdisdoyerics of the,divine
perfections in the faceof Jesus Christ. It js grue
ae ate made willing in the day of God's POWET,
but ‘that.does not xengler. the ‘dedication of our,
«§elyes g him, the Jess. yoluntary .on. oyr past.
Lhristians, therefors, ¢ yield themselves: uuto
~** God s those that are, aliye from the dead;, and
# thejr members as-instruments. of rightequsness
, #hunig Lod.” Rom, yi. 13.+ And what can moye
‘peculiarly helong to another, thap that which is
willingly given fo him 21, '

. $ ¢ . V.
. 4ifly and'Tasily. That which makes Chiristiafis
gﬂlg_‘Lg,rd’s;i_f};é,* eculiar sense is <theit -spiritial
;_un'igp yith the Lord ¥esus Chrjst. “Tin t?e‘gh
. * and thou in me, that théy may be made perfect,
“ in.gne,” This crowns the whole, This brings
.us nigh, eyen as péar as the'branch is to'the yine,
swhénge it derjves jts sap and fruitfulness. The
man and hijs ‘wife, .the head and the menibeys,
.' are not more, ‘close‘l‘).rfqni‘teid than _Cl‘lrjs:tl ',apc}fj'ac_:.
Mevers,. To express the near z}n(; de‘al:!rglathn'
that exists hetween them, they are said to be
members of hjs hody, of his flesh, and of his hopes,
At is by virtue of this upion, that they are estéemn.
&4 righteous in the sight of God, ~ This secures
their perseyerarice in the way, of holiness—Who
shall separate them from the love of God in Christ,
Jesus 2 Herg;’ O Christians, rej oice in the honour
and dignity to which you, dare raised, Polluted
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$ooril 4 te RN Brugt it § sachedheariedd
@6 ehe Beldy ¢ You shall fever dofiie in¥d dorfdeitts

fistiote, 6 greater ihle’ that 19 it you thait Rethsé

B i theWorfd  EXLEE wilk nt Sufler’ otié of 58
fhenilsers, ot eved ‘flie widkest of his mystiéh¥
Bbay 16 bé Tost. Hé wifl not sifler'dvin ymirf ,
bbdick to re¥ it their graves alitagd, tnch Tegd

Will e ¢ver permift’ your séalk to burd in Relf:

He Will comé agdin t6 be Hlorified -hi¥ Sy .
afid Will Yidiche every mMcRmBEF that -hds Bedld -
unitéd' {9 him by fxith fdth e reprodeld unler’
WHICH it will lid By qdthy uhed thé fsasrdchdn
Wheti K¢ $idlf descehd with 2 “dhiouf, Witly the
voice of the arch-angel and the trump of God,
the dead I Tt shall risefirst, A he trinmphed
bVer Qeith and the grave; so,shidll all His friends:
T finfon Hill'never be'dissolved. Thitifet uf + ;
Hge-féar Whist death dnd Liell can dq 4gainst tb, biie
Be ‘$trong il ¢hé Lérd and i the power of his
inight, and go on' Witstling aguinst flesh and
btodd againdt prificigalities ind powtrs; antl $pis-
fituil Wigkediess in high places, until we are dis. .
szE-vfgq‘ did régeived to F¥ign with Christ for'evet. ] “

 AdPHSw, drevhven, the qiestibn b defer.,
MR M, Alfe o the Ldrd’s ' Has he disfifi
guished you by his ‘grace,’ by implinting' Kis' fée
in your hea}'ts, and calling you to repentance and
sA1vatith ! Fids He redééméd ydu from the bondage
&t éottaptich, Bidken the réignibg power of sif
In your hearts, and brought you to delight ifi his’
laws after the %nxxaard; man-? - Has-he captivated
your soyls 'bj his leve gnd mhercy; and swéetlﬁ '
drawn you fo_a. willing 's‘gigmissibn to his will2
Ard you united to Christ by a;\living faith, that

PR
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purifies the heart, and works bylove ? Let me ?elf
you,: that the best evidence,you can have of being
the Lord’s, will be-your living to the Lord:a.(;cord-_
'ing to the rules which he has prescribed in his holy
word. In vain will you flatter yourselves thgt, yon
have experienced relig"ion,' if;you yet W‘glhfm tl‘}q‘
lusts'of the fle.h, and liye in conformjty. to, this
sinful world. In.vain will you hope for heaven,
unless you are conformed to the will of God, in
the temper and dispositiops of. your mindss ¢ .For
¢ without holiness no man shall see the, Lord.”,
'« Be not deceived, God.is not mocked; whatso-
¢ ever a man soweth, -that shall he-also reap.?” -
£
But, O Christians, you that ‘ha\fe.’comfértéb‘le
hopes founded on scripture ev&dcnc’e that you
, are indeed the Lord’s, you can hever ]ac suffici.
: ently thankful. As God, has d15t1ngu1§h§d you,
by bis mercy, try to distipguisfl yourselve‘%i:)yma:
life of godliness. As-you have px;ofes§§:dly given
yourselves to God, and deyoted. your hv.'es to his
service, see that your conduct be answerable to*
such a profession. Let the ‘world see that Q}}ere
is a reality in religion: That whether you lnfe,
you may live to the Lord, and whether you die,
you may die to the Liord; that Whed1¢r‘llv;:1g op
dying you may bg the Lord’s.

I now proceed to the second tl}ing.Pr?Rosed,
which was to explain, Whatis imPlied in lxyxng to
the Lord.

. & !
This daty is enjoined in varipus passages oi;
the sacred writings. It was inculcated on the Ts:

: ’ L . %
raelites by Moses, Deut. x, 12, ¢ And'now, Is;

a
ANt e %

t 17 )

*rael, what- doth the Lord thy 'G&d*féqﬁirc of
¥ thee, But to fear the Liord thy'God, and to walk
& in his ways, and to love hii, "and to-setrve thé
¢ Lord thy God; with-all thy heart, and with all
t¢ thy s6ul 2’ And the apostle to ‘the Romans vi!
13. says; *¢ Yield'youiselves unto God," as thoséd
*¢ that are alive from thie dead, and yout miemibérs
*“ as instruments of righteotisness unto God.”
But it wouild be tedious to enumierate the vast
humber of precepts that pointedly inculcate this
duty. It appears fo be one great design of that _
revelation God has given us; to eonvince mahkind
of their. obligatioris to love and serve him, to re-
claim them from their wicked ways; and recover
them from.that deplorable condition in which all
are by nature ; ‘being alicnzﬁed from the life of
God, strangers to the covenaiits of promise, hava ;
ing no hope, and without God in the world. To *
this end, he denounces his'wrath against sin'in his
threatenings, holds out encouragements to every,
‘penitent returning sinner in' his promises; and ex-,
hibits himself a God of mercy and grace in the’
Lord Jesus Christ. If men were sensible of the
dangers to which they are exposed while living
after the flesh, and the.safety there is in becoming
followers of Ged as deat’children, the ministers ,
of the gospel would have an easy task to persuade;
them, notto live to themselves, but'to the Lord..

But to be miore particular, Living to the Lord,’
ifnplies, in the first place, an aétual surrender of
ourselves to the Lord by faith in Jesus Christ.
This lies 4t the foundation of all holy obedi€fice.
It is the very first step towards a life of godliness.
Until we are reconciled to God through the death’
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of his Son, 'we'réthain enemies'int, our hearts by
wickéd works. ;Self is predominant in every uns
regenerate heart; apd unti] this idol be'cast dowm,
we shalkoffer the incense'of all- our performances
unto it.. I*do'not, pretend to assert thap m,g:r{fipea
natural.states perform np ations ‘materially, good,
Farfrom it. Many of them possess Very,amidble
dispogitions, and do many aétions that are highly
ornamehtal to themselves, and beneficial tasociety.
They afe huniane; beuevolent, genérous, and
friéndly. ~Tliey'ate freefrof drunkenpess, swears
ing,' injusticé, and uncleanness. Yet the whol#
plancof théir conduét may: be under thé directicn
ofisome sinister selfish principle, whilst-they afe
destitufe-of ‘any regard t6 God; andndt at'all rmfds
encéd by his:authdrity: ‘Aslong'as they coptinue
inthis state, tHey do not live to the Lord; :byit+d
thémsélves: Even théir prayers become an abo4
mihution'to the Lotd, bécause they proceed front
an "tinsah&tifivd Heart,”and not from any love o#
délight:they take ir' him, &t regtrd they have fot
his lonoursand glory. Buf it Kath pléased the
Lord ofte to convince such mén of théif vile ini
gratithde, ahd to Bring’theny té unfeigried fepen+
tance; ‘for having prostituted‘the: powers of thels

souls'in pursting such unworthy objeCts—to dis?

govér'to thém 'that they dre’ §61d undet 'sth, and
eatise! them to feel theiy “weakness ard Uitter’inad
bility fo,recover themselves from suqh a state, of
bondagé. Whén they ‘are hambled and cérifound-,
ed béfore the Lord on aécount of théir 'c‘;!wfiswayié’:
he reveals Christ as the only. mediatdr ‘between.
himself and fa'llen' creatures.; slié,wsithe'fn' that 'Hé

o ; . 7 i s
ig; the end of the law for rightcousness, to every -
' . S - ~at * * " if “‘ e
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one that beligveth, and that H€ is able toisave to
kl}e uttcrmpst, all that come untp God thtough
him. ,}.i:,nicoq_r'aged(py these glorjous-djscoveries,
and fee'},x;;bg-t‘hqlflgpsgl_%te need of the atoning blood

] W

of Chrigt tg,cleansé jthem from allisin; they most

u

__I_wq{t»llx. acquigsce in the scheme of salvation which~

is I%veqlgd{iq the gospel, embrace the Lord, Jesus
lChrilst% by Taith as their, only Saviour, 'a;’id n;::llge
an unreserved surrender of,all their powers to-be
the Lord_"sx for ever. Now, that Gad, )\fho‘com‘-
tn}g.mdeq the light, to shine,out pf darkness, having
ghined JInto their hearts, to Bive them the.light of
,ﬁ;e kpowledge of the glory of God in the face;of

:T'qsu%',ﬁhrist, an-obje&t commands.their attention -

,ggﬁnitg}y more, xyo\gl}y‘.\, tl.x'arst,e,lfl',,qgn any,gelfish

pursu 1}@. izT'l’,‘?’Jo‘C? of, Gjn;ﬁt fnow, congtrains thgm
ta hqly obedience, and they .endeavour that the
life they noy live in the flesh.may he by faitﬁ;ga
the Son of God, , who Joved them and, gaye -hjm,
self.for them. Now beholding a ‘beauty. and exy
cellency in:a religious life, viewing 1t, ag right_and
reagonable in itself, and: having their .hearts in.
flamed. with, the Iove of God; [they aspire after ho,
ll‘nCS’S‘, and contir}ually aim to !liyedaccq_rdjrfg,té
the. precepts of the gospel. This is the;principle
fhat enables Christiags to live to the Lord. This
Principle animates them ; for.God having captiva.
fg‘d §11§ ‘aﬁ’(.e‘,lc?tmns of their hearts, to .please him
will be their suprenie delight,

- Secondly: Living to the-Lord implies a siricera
and hearty appirobation of, ‘and compliance with
all the-duties enjbined in the word of God. The
ordinances of religion; Christians know, are the
M’edxiSvappdinteﬂ fot maintaining comritinion-with
&ad; and the excellency they now behold in the

|
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|
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& CHristian charaler, induces thém to redolve, that
det'others do as they will, they.will serve the Lord.
"Theif tempers are so subdued, and thelr hearts sa

» captivated by thé power dnd grace of .God, that
‘theysay with David, ¢ Lord I esteem all thy pre;
#¢ cepts concerring all things to be riglit, and I
*¢ hate’ every false way.” Ps, cxix, 128. This
dlstmvdlshes thém-from the unt ‘égenerate of cvery
‘class. People, while in a state-of nature, may
‘be ready enough under some” partmuiqr circums
‘stances, and influenced by some unworthy motive,
to engage in some of the ‘duties of religion. They
aill attend public worship as’ the people did’im

“Ezckiel’'s day, and with Herod do many things;
‘But from such duties as require self-denial, or
would expose them to ‘dangers and suﬂ'crmgs,
they choose to be excused. But those who_have
Smcerely surréndered themselves to the Lord, de-
sire and aint to walk in all the commandmens and
ordinatices”of the Lord blameless, Théy search
the: word of God, that they may learn his will and
doit. And whenever they find any “duty to be
‘plamly coimmarided, they confer not with flesh
4nd blood, but 1mmcdxately resolve in divine
strength to engage in the performdnce of it, how-
ever difficult it thay prove. This disposition
not only carries them to the public assémbly,
but- to* theif closéts and private retirements,
where God only is witness to their cmploymonts,
This makes them pray withqut ceasing, and: in
every thing to give thapks, This makes them
attentive td the duties of their familiés, such
a8 readmg the scrlptures, social’ 'Prayer, mstru&-.
;ng their chlldren, and_using their best endea-
<yours to brmg them up in the nurture and admog

.
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'mtlon of-the Lord This causes them fo preserva.

a proper go(rernment over their tempers and con:
dué,’ard to be Watchful that they may not be
overcome by temptatlon in some unguarded mo:
ment. Taught by’ the precepts of religion, thev
'wilk negle& no- moral duty, being truly desirous
t0 adorn the do€trine of God their Savxour in all
things. Thus thicy live to the Lord with all their
hearts ; not merely by complying with such du-
dies as they can attend upon with most ease and
convenienice, like the lukewarm professor or
hyfocrite, tior by supposing .a particular atten.
tion to some duties will excuse thenr for negle€t:
mg'others ; but by making the word 6f*God the
fule of theiflives, and sm(,erely eimbracing everv

“duty and ordmance therein enjoined.

! .
 Thirdly. Living to.the Lord implies, that the

Christian devotes his time and.talents to bis ser-

vice. He consxderq his time as a very precious

deposit, committed to him for the most impor-
tant pyrposes, and tha* he must give.an account
to God for the miprovcment or abuse of, every
hour; he therefore endcavours to improve it 111
doing somethmg that-may be useful to himself or
others. He knows, that as a Chrlstxan, he has
many dutles to perform, and that he is as much
bound to provide things honest in the 51ght of all
men, and to make a proper provision for his own,
especially for them of his- own household, as he
is to attend th_e public or private worshlp of God,
He accordingly endeavours to improve every part
of time in performing- the proper duty; and to
tegulate all his concerns in such a manner, that
gne du’ty may not interfere with another, Every

-
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thing is.beautiful in jtss'easqh ;. ;andvhe lives -most

to the ;Lord ,whopossesses the dlscemment of.

,dxsposmg his., stimesand bosiness in such ox’dpr,
that he is.never thrown into confusiony ompre-
yented i‘rom d1§charg4ngreve1;y~duty in-its seasom.
He -not on,ly devotes lns time toixhe servicgiof
g}od but his ‘estate, @pd all .other talepts which
have been - entrusted to, (his mhnagement.. He
knows he hgs.nothing sbut what hergcsived; he
therefore <holds himself boung~tg sacrifice all.to
{3od, Wheneyen he .sha]l be, galleds  Hg does not
wantonly waste any. of his ppssessxonse put. useg
them with sobriety and, thankfulness., .If, he be,
{:ndawe‘d with understandmg, .pr-inyested w1tl;
quthqmty, he wil] be ready, to improyve both in the
service of his Lord and -master, by instruling
the ignorant, "and restraining the vicious. The
toke oft Chv?st <ohstrains’, him;, Because, hé: thus

- judges,, that if defdied for all thren were -all:deatl)

that they who live shotuld hot henteforth 1ive unto
themselves, but to_ hirh- who' di¢d-for them and

N

rose faga'm. . ‘ C ot

’
(N

4 -

' Four z‘blyn L@ymg to the Lord 1mphes, an hum,

‘ble resignation to the appointments of Provxdence.

Now resignation supposes -affli¢tionss for in 3
state of umnterrupted prosperlty, there can be nq
xoom for the exercxse of this grace: The chkec}
under the hand, of God in afili¢tive dispensatiops,
often feel and condué]; themselves like a wild bul
caught in a-net, arid 1nstead of submxttmg with a
becommg splrlt spen(f themsehges in fre’gfulness
and sfnfuf mur;}mrmgs But he WT]Q lives to thg

ord is aCtuated, by a, dlﬂ'erent sBmt. He v1ews

?Od as mﬁmtely wise in all his wys and lloly n} ’

}

Py -

{ 23 )

all his works., If sufferings,:bereavements aiid
sOr,rows ;come: upon: him,: he . says ovith ‘old. :Ehf
& Jt is.the I}ord 1ét him do Wwhat seemeth him
¢ gqod s’ ~or. With the, patientrJoh, ¢ The. hord
¢ gave,.#nd.the Lord:taketh.away, and bldssed bg
% the, name Of the..Lord.” " He. cansiders howm
little he deserves and is humbled;, sg that undcz
his heaviest aflli€tions, he -rather wonders that he
is not dealts withi iri* greater scveﬁt) ,+ than that he
stiffets 'so rhuch.. Tx‘ue res1gnatlon seéms to havé
its, foundatmn ui humility’; for when a creature’
1s conscmus“ that he deserves nothing, ‘but wrath
fiom the hand of- God; ‘he‘is not filled with comi-
plamts artd-répining thoughts under lightér chas
ﬁs'ements, but adores‘the Rant] that deals with hin¥

31} fneréy', 4nd not in unrelentmg Justice. Third

the good ‘man *h‘ves t¢ the Lord by holding alt his
enjoyments as favours lent him’ by his heavenly’

. Fither! and re51gnxng them at'his call, vutfmu’t

Qﬁarrehnv with' his sovéreign dispensations. Trl-
415 exhipit'a‘Christiar in'tle noblest point of fiew.

A good man struggling® with adversity; “and con--
'Eentedl} resxgned to his - lot not from mere‘ne<
ee’ssn‘. but a sense of‘(futy to Gol, is one of the’
ﬁoblest Qb fe&s thst can ‘be’ preseiited to our ob-
servatlon. He never 1m1tates His Savxour niore,
than ‘when overwhelmed yith, distresses, he car
trujv say; fu Lord ‘ot my will; but’ thine'be done.”
Or, lee a googl Iady, ‘of whom I have somewhere
rea(f who,e thn an only Soh for whom she enter.’
t’uned the greatest | fondﬁess, was cut off by a sud-,
den and unexpe&ed stroke, rafsed towards hea-
ven her stfeamm eyes, and cr1ed ¢ Lord 1 see;

thon w11t h'we my } heart, arid thou shalt have- 1; -

L
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IThe pleasure arising’ feorii suth a tcfnpcr thighi
be sufficient t6 recommend’ itito every:man, and
make him, ambitious to obtain it; fdrif’there id
4 foretaste of hieaven on this side the. gréve, Iant
persuaded it is en]oyéd by the soul in thase mo'

nients, when it is niost complete]y remgned,t?f

the will of God. b
. <

In the last place, not to multiply partlcuiapsi
Living to the Lord implies, dojng every thing
with an eye singly fixed on his glory. The heay
vens and the earth were created to exhibit thq
glory of God; and to this end the world 1s cortis
nued by the supermtendmg providence of the AL
mighty. The 'glorious work of redemption by,
the Lord Jesus Christ displays his glory, not on+
Iy.to men but 'to angels, in its brightest form§
and men are: commanded-to have the same objetk
in view in all their pursuits. “ Whether ye.eit o
¢« drink, or whatever ye do, do all to the glory of
¢« God.” The piaus soul discovers nothing so
worthy of its pursuit, as tg.be instrumental.in pros
anoting the same grand design, How shall Iaét,
and what shall T do that will be most, for the ho-,
nour and glory of God my Saviour? W111 be hls
incessant jnquiry. Prompted by a supreme love
toGod, he will be jealous for his honour, and,
feel deeply affeted, .when he beholds men pro;
fanely making void his law. The véry worldly,
business in which he engages, and to which he
finds it his duty to turp his attention, is underta-,
ken and prosecuted, with the samre views. And
let me tell you, my brethren, that much of the,
hehvenly art of living to the Lord, and prescrvmg
up611 your minds a lively'sense of divine things,

e
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®6iislsts in thys.conshlting the glory of Grodtin alf
your .tempordl concerns.  The wopld ‘it general
scemgie be one of the gredtest ensnarements tg '
the séul; -but-this is probdhly owing.to-dur heglis
‘gence i consﬁltmg ‘the will'ef God in 6ur worldly
emplayments, and ‘to bur negligence in prayingitd
him for 4 blessing upon thems ¢! I.have glorified
1 thee.on earth,” says Christ addressmg his Fa:
'ther, ** I Have finished the- work thou gavest mé
¢ to:do;” as if his. principal work “on earth. Liad
Been to. glorify God: The. - Christian ‘also nevef
thinks he aéts more-wortliy ofthis charater; thait
when lié is doing-soni¢thing that will bring" glory

to .God his creator:
} .

it fs not ithpfobghle that fany of ydii, while I
have been attemptiug to delineate the Chara&er of
@ good man, in a few of the particulars in which
1leghves tp the Lord, -have’ beeri comparifig it iff
yoyr own thoughts with that of the venerable man;
whose lamented death s the occasion of ot pyes
sent meetings T think I may venture to say. with
gonfidente, " that we have kdown no persoh, who
wag a living exaniple of those Christian qualifica:
tigns-and graces | have mentioned, in a more emis
nent degree than he-was. It pleased :the eternal
God, whilst he was in early life, "to:impress his
mind with a sense of religion, and of the dutf he
owed to him as his Creatof, benefa@or and judge:
Lanvinced of the yanity-of all ¢arthly.things, in
comparison of thése in which he was concerned ﬁQ
an immortal, feeling his need of the justifying
rilghteousness of the Liord Jesus Christ to preserve
hxm from the vengeance ‘of the broken law, and
by faith beholding God i Bl Christ reconciling the
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worldiunto himself, he was led ‘to'ake ‘coice off
him as his everlasting portion. Thus the first
step he made towards that holy obediende, and

that {aboriows, exemplary life he afterwards ex?
hibited, .with so much dignity to himself and adi

vantage to others, was an actual surrender of him-

self to the Lord. Possessed of an originality of
genius; and endowed by nature with powers of
mind superior to the cominon lot of men, he theer?
fully determined to consecrate them all to the set-
vice of his Saviour in the-gospel ministry. : With
this view, at the’age of manhood, he engaged i
3 course of classical studies, under the direftiorr
of the Rev. Mr. DaviEs, then residing in Ha:
nover, in which he made such proficiency, that
he bécanle an accurate, and even ¢ritical séhélgr"
Having finished his prepdratory studies, and‘obs.
tained the approbation of Presbytery on his tfials;.
hé was’ licensed to -preach the gospel of Jesus.
Christ. Entering now on the work which hé had
voluntarily chosen, .and to ‘qualify hitself for
which he had spent so many days aid nights i
close study, how judiciously, zealously, ahd with
what persevérance he performed the dutigs of At5
perhaps all present have sufficient inforiation.
“That the.scriptures were his delight, and that he
meditated in them day and night, so as to Become
well versed in their dofirines and precepts; all
who had the pledsure of his acquaintance, all who
ever. heard him preach, and all who have read his
printed works, cannot be ignorant. With what
diligence he attended on all the duties and ordi-
narces. of the gospel enjoined upon Christians,
what, comfort and delight he frequently-enjoyed

»
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in them, dnd how faithful he was in recommend?
ing them .to the attention of others, in private
tonversation, as well as in his public minhistra?
tiozls, most-of us are witnesses. That he devoted
his time and talents td the sefvice of God; his
works of faith and labours of love among, yotr,
and as far as he had an opportunity.of travelling
to preach, abundantly testify.! His zeal was so
far-froth.beirtg diminished by age, that it evidently
appeared to increase; a$ if the,near prospeét of
obtaining the crown, animated him to greater ex.
ertions’ to be found worthy of it. .My hedters;
can-you have forgotten the ardor and pertinency
6f his prayers, the aveight of his arguments, thd
dervor’of his exhortations, and the persuasiveness
of his counsels 21 trust not. I hope, that al:
tliough his voice has ceased to sound i your ears]
the!rémembrance of these things isistill fresh in
your mindss andthat.they have*made a deep”
impressionon your hearts. . Did he not vigit yout*
hed-side When you were sick, and there commu.
nicate heavenly instru€tions to revive your faint
ing spirits, and pour forth the fervent prayer to’
Godthat your affli¢tion might be san&ified ? And
n the social intercourﬁe of friendship, you must
remember, how readily Le improved every oc-
currence ta communicate useful and religious'
knowledge. That his life was a pattern of resig-,
nat:io'n and thankfulness has beén remarkéd even’
by those who had but a slight acquaintance with
him.. Itis well known that he passed through

someé trying‘sceneg, calculated to prove his faith!
qnd submission to the will of God. But who ever

saw "him depressed :b"y:.thc)s*e events ? 'Who'ever:

\ .
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Heard-a murimuring expression drep from his lips F

When wds the tenor-of his soul so; lost, andt disi.

compésed-as to unfit hjm for the dxschargegof the
sacred duties of* his office? Always cheerful, ‘he
seemed more disposed to bless the hand-of Provit
dence for those favours he enjayed, than to: think
hardly of any afllictive- dispensatiori he suffereds

s he, presetved this tempeér uniformly throught:

’ ;hfe, so it ' was equally tonspiclionis at.death. For
in his last illness, whén far from-home, deprived
of the sympathy and attention of miost of his'deas
family svhom he most tenderly loved, and not in¥
sen31ble that he. was shortly tg bid adiett'to these

{22 )

puting ¢Helr-eternal welfare, land bringing honeur,
and glory to his diviner Master, .he: undertook 8"
jourdey i of. mianyl thiles to Dinwiddie county-in
Vn'glma, whese;it pleased the all wisd Dispose?
of every event; ta put4n énd.tohis pilgrimage, by

death; "Thus he closéd his, tife.qn. a pregcluno
tqur,.being far advanced in his 75th- year, which
doubtless does honour tq:his charatter, and should
serve-to, stimulate all his youngér.brethrén in the
winistsy tp fallow shis example; aid to be Willing
to'spend and be ‘speﬁt int the service of their Sd-

viour, anddn the gause of rehg:on What shall
I -say,.af- thosesquahtles ‘which werethe erhétmentsl

:mortal shores, I was assuréd by. the'gentleman. at it 1 .of his privaté chara@ér 2 If egpressions could
Whose house he finished his course, thit.he‘exs ik Fully- descch the féelmgs’ of *a. most' affeéticniaty
hlbxted the greatest example’ 6f fe51gnat10n. and - @R husband, a'tender fathier,’ a'fithful friefid, or'ard
ttanqu;hty of mind, he had ever'seeh. - Aridrsureljt JIls a’gm:e’able and improving companiof; I iiight havé
{t can he as.little doubted whether, 'hé, ever ‘lost L §ome hopes of suéceedmg. But hs thesé aﬂ'eéhons ¢
§1gh_t of the glqry of Gad.” No, my friénds: Lied 1 are discovered by thousand looks 'and ,aé’clons
on by a supreme love to his Maker, filled with . ;t fot. casﬂy described, and ‘are’ éaléu'fate(f 'to mdké
tompassion and ‘benevdlence to his'fellatv men) .j ‘ : deeper impressiors ‘ofi the hearts of others th’aq !

/
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and promptéd by an arderit desire of promating £of [;? B! }nere words «can’ cgnvey, all I could say , Would
the ytmost of his power the.interests of.the:Re4 appear: mSlPld- in xcofrparison of thé emotlons Of
deemer’s kingdom, he spedt five and forty Yeard L { ?’B youx, own minds.» Pethaps silentet w111 ‘be the
of his life in the ardaons labour of preaching thet - grcatest praise ;' as..all his acquamtances know,
gospel, a labour attehded with many trying’ ciry that in these réspeQts, thé loss of hig example i 1s )
cumstances, which nome but thosc who have exy greaty .as-welD as.the labours of higi pubhc muus. R .
perienced them can know, Under the infliencd trations. * "

of these motives he ‘continued to ‘study, to‘prdy,
and to preach, wheri the precarious nature of *his!
health, for some months before his ‘departurey
might have justified his'sparing himself. Induced
by the same desire. of publishing the gospel off -
peace. to, sinmers; and thereby if possible, of s¢2

But mv brethren, glet not your attention be 8t
OCC\lplCd respeéi‘tmg h1m, vxhose death'we moturng
as to forget yourselves, Turn tht inquiry upont

our own, consciencgs. ¢ Are ypu livig to the
iprgl in *the mangey Yoy haye heard described ¥
Have you from 3 clear conyition of your lost and
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perishing condition by nature, and of its beimg
your indispensible duty, made.an unreserved suri

rénder of yourselves to -God by faith in' Jesus

Christ ? Are you engaged daily.in walking agree-
ably to the precepts of the gospel, so that.yow
can say, that. you delight in the law of God after
the.inward man 2 Do .you.make it your study td
understand the scriptures, and. pray with sincerity
that God wauld mnstruét you in his willy crying
out. with David, « Teach me: thy way, O Lord,

“ and lead me in a pldin path * Are you endea~
youring to improve your time, and to ‘make use
of the influence God has given :you over others;
gspegially ‘over gyour children and servants; 'to
promote the glory of God; and the happiness'of
their immortal souls ! And'do these obje&s direc¥
and determine you in all your measures? Ory
finally, are you following the footsteps 'of himj
who "'was your former instruétor in the géspel,
and had the charge of these congregationis, ashe
followed Christ? If you are destitute of these
principles and these practices, what will it avail
«you, that yon admire his charafter or lament his
death, since it is evident, that contiriuing in your
present state, you cap never arrive at those bliss-
ful regions, where, we have a pleasing canfidencey,
he hag taken up his final abadé. O that I could
excite .you all to emulate his virtues and. imitatg
his example. Repent of your sins, and turn unto
the Lord, I beseech you, that iniquity may not
be your ruin. Lét all that hear me, ¢ Seck the
¢ Lord while he¢ may be found, and call upon'
# him- while he is near.””- Let others doas they
will, be it your determination to serve the Lord,:

-
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%trxve to live-to him a8’ mucli ds you dan, tHat b¥
a holy life -dnd pious ‘conversation, you may’ ‘bé
prepared for death, which is at the'door, and then
be received to mansions of everlasting rest and joy.

-

:One word more and I have done., It hath
pleased God, my friends, to deprive you, of these
congregations, of your beloved- pastor. Justly you
esteemed him, and justly you lament-his removal.
But remember, that Jesus Christ, the great king
and head of the church still lives. It is true, that
you are deprived of the means of grace as you
formerly enjoyed them; but you are not deprived
of access to a throne of grace. « ¢ The eyes of
¢ the Lord are still .over the righteous, and his
‘* ears are open unto ‘their prayers.” Cast your
burdens therefore on him, and by earnest prayer
and supphcatlon let/your requests be daily made
known unto God. Bep for his presencé and bles-
sing on these congregations, that the cause of re-
ligion may not languish. Do not forsake theas-
sembling of yourselves together, biit<oin in pe-
titioning the father of mercies on your own aé-
count, and in behalf of the church. Unite your
exertions to obtain another minister fo settle
among you as soon 3s possible, and beware of
divisions and contentions in making thie choice.
The devil is apt to seize on such occasions to di-
vide the sentiments and affeCtions of people, and
to set them to disputing and quarreling about their
favourite preachers. You should therefore be on
your guard, and resist his témptations with fir:
ness. Pray that God may send you a minister
after his own heart, and receive him in love who
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#nay come among you, and. submijteyourselves fd;‘
the Lor d§s sake And you may yethave reason
to look back on the days of your trouble with
joy, and say, ,« It is good for us -that we haveé
“been aflilted.”
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, May,God add his blessitig, and to *his -name
ghall be the praise and glery for ever; through
Christ Jesus. Amen. A ¢ ,
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