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Bible, the revealedWord of God! When nations reject
the Bible as the Wordof God, or never so accept it,
then the ethical standards derived from the Bible
simply disappear from the picture! In America that
has not happened yet, because we were trained by God­
fearing 'ancestors; but it wiI1 happen here, just as it is
happening in Germany, if the Bible continues to be
rejected as the Word of God.

Now the thing that we must realize about the
Japanese is that they as' a people have never accepted
the Bible as the Word of God, and consequently·have
never accepted as valid the Christian system of ethics.
Their ethical system, if it can be so called, is as different
from ours as night is from day. Their' ethical system,
though it can hardly be called a system, springs directly
from their Shinto religion. There is a smattering of
Confucian ethics interwoven with it, because the
Chinese classics used to be more or less studied in
Japan, but in the main it is unadulterated Shinto. To
understand this ethical system, then, we must know
something about Shinto.

This is not the place to go into any long discussion
of Shinto or to trace its origin. The important thing
for our purpose is to know that Shinto teaches that the
Japanese peopleand the islands themselves have sprung
from the gods, and are therefore to be regarded as
divine. The emperor, forexample,is said to embody in
his own person the spirits of all his imperial ancestors
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ONE of the difficulties that we Americans have in
understanding the Japanese is that we assume

that all men look at life with much the same ethical
standards that we do. That is, we assume that other
men regard the same things as right or wrong that we
do ourselves. To us, honesty in business is. taken for
granted as the right thing, no matter how many dis­
honest men there may happen to be in business. Lying
is naturally assumed to be wrong, no matter how com­
mon lying may happen to be among Americans. Justice
and fair play are so ingrained in our national and per­
sonal consciousness that, whenever examples of in­
justice andchicanery appear in public life, it makes our
blood boil with indignation. We simply cannot under­
stand brutality in private or public life, and the terrible
atrocities that are being committed in this war in the
Pacific arouse horror and a grim determination in, our
hearts to avenge the treatment given by the enemy to

. white men I and women in Hongkong and, no doubt,
elsewhere. The point is that Americans still accept as
valid the ethical standards of the Word of God, no
matter how irreligious individual Americans may be,
and we cannot understand how any people can reject
these apparently self-evident ethical standards. As a
people we fail to comprehend that ethical standards
are not .innate in human nature! The standards we
accept are those which we have inherited from our
Christian ancestors, and are derived directly from the
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The Best Kind of Preaching

RECENT LY there has come into
my hands a book which is worth

its weight in gold. In fact, its value
cannot be computed in terms of gold.

It is entitled My Sermon Notes on
John'S Gospel and was written by the
Rev. William P. Van Wyk, a promi­
nent minister of the Christian Re­
formed Church. It contains twenty­
four full outlines of sermons on the
fourth gospel, all of them actually
preached by this· exceptionally able
expositor of Holy Scripture.

What makes this booklet so valu­
able is the fact that everyone of its
outlines affords an excellent example
of that method of constructing ser­
mons which is most conducive to
sound Scriptural preaching-the exe­
getical, expository, or textual method.

That this mode of preaching is
completely out of vogue in liberal
pulpits is not surprising. Only.he who
accepts the Bible as the very Word of
God and believes in the plenary in­
spiration of Holy Writ will care to
employ it. But why is it that so few
Bible-believingministers follow it with
any degree of consistency? That is a
puzzle indeed. No doubt, a partial
answer is to be found in the fact that
this method requires most painstaking
exegetical labor and strictly logical or­
ganization of material. In a word, this
way of sermonizing, of all ways, de­
mands the hardest study. But the
ministry of our day, as a class, can
hardly be charged with too great intel­
lectual activity. On the contrary, it
may safely be said that most min­
isters are kept so busy with social
functions, organizational activities,
and church management - to . say
nothing of truly important pastoral
work-that they hardly devote a tenth
of the time theyshould to the prep­
aration of their sermons. Would to
God that the ministry might wake up
to the realization that its one great
task is to teach men the Word of
GodI

As was already said, the expository
method is most conducive to truly
Scriptural preaching. Astroriger rec­
ommendation of this method is hardly
conceivable. Did not Paul charge his
spiritual son Timothy "before God
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall
judge the quick and the dead at his
appearing and his kingdom", to
"preach the Word"?

To state ina slightly different way
the advantage of this method of
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will establish His kingdom at His
second coming. In consequence the
Christian preacher's message need not
now concern itself with the problems
of society.

The Reformed preacher agrees with
neither the liberal nor the dispensa­
tionalist. At the very center of his
preaching is the cross. Like the chief
of the apostles, he would know noth­
ing save Jesus Christ and Him cruci­
fied. But he is well aware that this
emphatic declaration did not keep
Paul from preaching Christ resur­
rected from the dead, ascended into
heaven, and seated at. the right hand
of God, "far above all principality,
and power, and might, and dominion,
and every name that is named, not
only in this world, but also in that
which is to come" (Eph. 1:21). Here
too the Reformed preacher follows
the chief of the apostles: He proclaims
the cross of Christ, and, founded
upon His cross, the kingdom of
Christ, according to the word of God
by Isaiah: "Therefore will I divide
him a portion with the great, and he
shall divide the spoil with the strong,
because he hath poured out his soul
unto death" (Isa. 53:12), and the
saying of the resurrected Christ Him­
self: "Ought not Christ to have suf­
fered these things, and to enter into
his glory?" (Luke 24:26)

The liberal preaches a kingdom
severed from the cross. It is a king­
dom without foundation. He is build­
ing casties in the air.

The dispensationalist preaches the
cross severed from the kingdom. He
lays a foundation, but the superstruc­
ture is lacking. His is a truncated
gospel.

The Reformed preacher aims to
proclaim both the cross of Christ and
His kingdom, the latter founded upon
the former. He has set himself to the
stupendous task of declaring the
whole counsel of God.

"Who is sufficient for these things?
... Not that we are sufficient of our­
selves, . . . but our sufficiency is of
God". -R. B. K.
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The Cross and the Kingdom

THE question whether or not the
Christian pulpit should discuss the

social and political problems of the
day is always urgent, but especially
so today. What should be the Chris­
tian's attitude to war in general and
to the present world war in particular?
What are we to think of state totali­
tarianism and to what extent are we
in duty bound to obey the govern­
ment? Does the Bible condemn or
approve of private ownership and that
profit system which has come to be
known as capitalism? Questions like
these are uppermost in the minds of
men everywhere. Is it, or is it not, the
duty of the Christian pulpit to answer
them?

A good way to word the question
is whether the Christian minister
should preach only the cross of Christ
or also the kingdom of Christ?
Granted that he must preach the
cross, must he, or must he not, preach
the kingdom? Is it his duty, or is it
not, to proclaim the kingship of
Christ over every sphere of mundane
life and to demand of men everywhere
recognition of that kingship?

In the main, Protestants give three
answers to this question.

The liberal proclaims his version of
the kingdom with might and main;
witness the preaching of E. Stanley
Jones and the social gospel of Modern­
ism generally. So strong is the liberal
emphasis on the kingdom that the:
cross is crowded into the background.
And when the cross is named, it is
grossly misinterpreted. The Scriptural
teaching that Christ's death on the
cross was a vicarious sacrifice for the
expiation of sin by the satisfaction of
divine justice is arrogantly denied.

Many Fundamentalists, notably the
dispensationalists of our day, stress
the cross in their preaching but have
little or nothing to say about Christ's
present claims as king. The reason is
obvious. They distinguish sharply be­
tween this church age and the coming
kingdom age. For the present, Satan is
said to be prince of the world; Christ
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WORD has been received, through
diplomatic channels, from the

Rev. Malcolm C. Frehn in Tokyo. His
inquiry, seeking the permission of the
Committee on Foreign Missions of
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church to
go to Africa, seems to indicate that
there is a possibility of his being
evacuated. This is the first word of
any sort that has reached the com­
mittee from' any of its missionaries
since the opening of hostilities.

The Japanese and American govern­
ments are planning an exchange of
non-belligerent nationals by way of
Portuguese West Mrica, and it is
hoped that Mr. and Mrs. Frehn and
their daughter, Helen, may be in­
cluded among those who will be ex­
changed. A message granting the per­
mission of the. committee andguaran­
teeing the necessary expenses for such
evacuation has been sent through the
American Red Cross by way of Berne,
Switzerland.

* * *
On April znd, the Department of

State notified Dr. J. Gordon Hold­
croft, general secretary of the Inde­
pendent Board for Presbyterian For­
eign Missions, that, in reply to tele­
graphic inquiry, official information
was received from Tokyo, dated
March 19th, that Dr. and Mrs. Roy
M. Byram, Independent Board mis­
sionaries, are in Mukden and are in
good health. It is possible that mis­
sionaries of The Orthodox Presby­
'terian Church may be with the
Byrams, but no word to that effect
has yet been received. .

WORO RECEIVED FROM FREHN
ABOUT POSSIBLE EVACUATION

damaging if Mr. Dies were on the
Hitler payroll".

Should Mr. Dies stop his campaign
against the infiltration of Communists,
or Communist sympathizers, into
prominent places of our government
because his charges may be used by
the enemy to stir up antagonism be­
tween the United States and Russia,
or should he continue the campaign
against atheistic and immoral Com­
munists who would destroy all that
most of us are willing to fight for, and
die for, if necessary? .

What do you think? Let me bear
from some of you.

We Should Consider ...
By". REY. SAMUEL J. ALLEN

The Right to Criticise
in Time of War

A CHRISTIAN considers that he
has a duty to criticise matters

of government which are ungodly in
their nature or tendency. There is no
doubt of this duty in normal times,
but should it be indulged in when it
helps to divide our nation and to cre­
ate ill feeling between us and our
allies?

A short time ago, Representative
Martin Dies of Texas charged that at
least thirty-five high officials of the
Economic Welfare Board once were
affiliated with "Communist Front"
organizations, and called for their
resignation or dismissal. He cited a
book, Nudism in Modern. Life by a
Maurice Parmelee, a $5,600 a year
man, which he branded as an attack
upon the moral structure of our so­
ciety and upon the church and re-
ligion. .

Vice-President Wallace answered,
"The doubts and angers which this
and similar statements of Mr. Dies
tend to arouse in the public mind
might as well come from Goebbels
himself, so far as their practical effect
is concerned. As a matter of fact,the
effect on our morale would be less

Orthodox Presbyterians
in the Armed Forces

IT IS requested that pastors sending
in lists of members in the armed

forces of the nation include full post
office'addresseswhenever possible. Gift
subscriptions are being sent to many
of the men, and without complete
addresses it is impossible to read.
them. Names and addresses received
since the last issue are:

Calvary Church, Volga, S. D.:
Private Glenn Thompson (2°719262),

109th A.M.R., c/o Postmaster, City of
New York, A.P.O. 813, New York, N. Y.

New Hope Church, Branchton, Pa.:
Private Robert C. Hockenberry, 397

School Squadron, Group C, Barracks 9,
KeeslerField, Mississippi.

Faith Church, HarrisviIle, Pa.:
Private William H. Kiester, 34th Tech­

nical School Squadron, Scott Field,
Illinois.

Sergeant James Kiester, Hdq. Co. 112th
Infantry, A.P.O. 28, Camp Livingston,
Louisiana.
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preaching, it makes for a teaching
ministry. The Christian church today
has no greater need than that. The
ignorance of the great majority of
church members is truly abysmal. It
is no exaggeration to say that they
know next to nothing of the content
of Holy Scripture. Bible stories that
every child of seven ought to know,
men and women of seventy have never
heard. The simplest doctrinal state­
ments sound like so much Greek to a
great many. Consequently they are
utterly unable to distinguish between
truth and error. For this sad state of
affairs the ministry is to blame. Good
preaching is first of all teaching. Let
every preacher be a teacher before all
else. Only then can he build up God's
people in the faith.

Then too, many an orthodox
preacher has the strange notion that
he must win men to Christ by an
appeal which is almost purely emo­
tional, and that teaching men the
Word of God must wait upon their
conversion. First he would "get men
saved"; only then would he instruct
them. What folly! Is not knowledge
a prerequisite of saving faith? And did
not "Jesus in the so-called parable of
the sower disparage the receiving of
the Word at once with gladness be­
cause of shallowness of soil? Not only
do the people of God need to be
taught the Word; this is also the very
first need of the unsaved.

Van Wyk's My Sermon Notes on
Tohn's Gospel is to be followed by
My Sermon Notes for Funerals, My
Sermon Notes for the Lord's Supper,
and two books of My Sermon Notes
on the Heidelberg Catechism. They
should all appear within-the next few
months. Orders may be sent to the
Rev. Ralph Heynen, R. R. 5, Holland,
Michigan. Each of the first three books
of the series sells for one dollar, each
of the last two for a dollar and a half,
postpaid. Having read the first vol­
ume, I am confident that the author
has followed the exegetical method
also in volumes two and three. I sur­
mise that in the preparation of vol­
umes four and five-he found it neces­
sary to .vary his method somewhat.
We shall see. .

I eagerly grasp this opportunity to
recommend this truly superb sermon
material to all my fellow ministers. I .
do so in the hope, not, of course, that
it may be slavishly followed, but that
its careful perusal may render us more
proficient in the best kind of preach-
ing. -R. B. K.




