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Mr. JefFerfon's

Services in the Cause of Religion

—

VINDICATED,

?*;•< •<-< •<••<•< •<.-«.-<4>>- >••> >••>. V >>">>•

T has pleafed the Divine Being, la the emancipation

or our country from, the yoke of civil bondage, to blefs

\t alfo with a more extenfive and enhghtened enjoyment

of the privileges of rehgious liberty than ever was pof-

fefled by any Nation of equal extent, fimilarly circum-

flanced, and whofe citizens were deversificd with fo many
various views of the chrl{li?;n relit" ion.c

If our gratitude lias been zealouily and warmly mani-

fefled towards thofc patriots and heroes whofe fervices, un-

der Divine Providence were moil iUudrious in vindicating

our civil rights, and eftablifliing our liberties. It ought to

be no lefs jufl and fincere in paying a due tribute to thofe

who, not only during the revolution, but fmce that peri-

od, have been molt zealous and active in their exertions

in withflanding every encroachment on our religious pre-

viieges- If fo, I. hefitate not to affirm that Mr. Jeffcrj'un is

the man to whom the friends of religious fociety are more
indebted than to any other in the United States. Of the

truth of this I hope to be able to convince the impartial, un-

prejudiced mind of every i*eader wlio will take the trouble

of examining his documents and the proofs by which, they

are fupported.

It is a moft felicitating circumflance to every friend to

true religion that not only the fnirit of our Federal Con-
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Aitution ; but aKo the general fpirit of our State Conftl-

tution?, breathe a geaeral fpirit of religious liberty. On.

the enjoyment of this liberty depend the rights of confci-

ence, thofe rights over which nune but our God and our.

own minds ought to have any coercive controul.

Wherever thofe rights are fubjedred to civil ufurpati-

on or tyranny, no true religion can profper or be general-

ly cheriihed. To this caufe, this fatal caune may be refer-

red, in a great meafure, thjt degeneracy into \yhich chrif-

tianity has funk and been degraded through every nation

of Europe. Its tyrannical and civil Lords or Defpots, by

means of their civil power, ufurped, alfo a religious pre-

rogative over the minds and confciences of their vafTals
;

prefcribed to them what they fliould believe, and what

not : eftablifhed one ecclefiadical fyftem and rejefted ano-

ther
j
preferred this religious denomintition and reicfted:

that, juK as it might belt fuit their ambitious views in op-

prefiing the people; and in keeping them enflaved under

the galling yoke of not only temporal, but fpiritual bend-

age. The pretended miniflers of religion not only acquief-

ced in this, but became the advocates of the tyranny which
provided for their worldly interefts and ambition ; and
inftead of maintaining that " Liberty with which Chrift:

had made them free ;'* fold that noble, ' that divine, reli-

gious birth-right for a mefs of pottage ; for w^orldly inter-

efts and vain dillinOrions. For mitres, tythes and titles,

they bartered away the facred, divine rights of thofe, over";

which they ought to have been the faithful watchmen, the

religious and fpiritual guides and guardians.

Any man who wiljl take the pains to trace the hiftory of-

religion, in every European country where chriftianity

has been profefl'ed y or even what has been the true ftate

of religion in oiir o\Vn country, muft be convinced of the

juftnefs, or truth of thefe obfervations.

Very ^arly after our glorious revolution, the fame, or

a fimilar ruinous fvflem of policy rcfpeding religion was
likely to have been introduced into the ftate of Virginia,

and had it not been for the patriotic exertions of a Jeffer-

fon, at that time in all probability would have been intro-

duced—and if it had, who knows where or when it might

have flopped ?
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Let rhofc who have dared to reprcfcnt Mr. JcfFerfon as

(he enemy of religion, conUdcr this; let them alio attend

to the followinp; preamble- to the lawpafTed at that time by

the alVembly of the State of Virginia, which law owes

itsexiflence'to Mr. Jeflerfon.

An ACT
For c/labUjhing RELIGIOUS FREEDOM, pajfcd in the

JJfi'jiibly of Virginia, early in ihs year 1786:

* Well aware that Almighty God hath created the mind
* free : that all attempts to influence it by temporal pun-

^ iihments or burdens, or by civil incapacitations, tend

f only to beget habits of hypocrify and meannefs, and are

* a departure fi:om the plan of the Uo!y Author of our
* religion, vvhoj being Lord of body and mind, yet chofe
' not to propagate it by coercions on either, as was in his

* Almighty power to do ; that the impious prefumption
* of Legiflators and Rulers, civil as v/ell as ecclefiaitical,

* who being themfelyes failible snd uninfpircd men, have
* afTumed dominion eve? the faith of others ; fetting up
* their own opinions and modes of thinking as the only
* true and infalhble, and as fuch endeavouring to impofe
' them on others, have eftablidied and maintained falfc

' religions over the greatcil part of the world, and through
' all time : that to compel a man to contributions of rao-

* ney for the propagation of opinions wliich he difbelievcs,

' is finfui and tyrannical; that even the forcing him to

' fupport this or that teacher of his own religious perfua-
' fion, i? depriving him of the comfortable liberty of giv-

' ing his contributions to the particular pafiior whofe nior-

* als he would make his pattern, and whofe power he feels

' niofl perfuafive to righteoufnefs ; and is withdrawing
' from the miniflry thofe temporal rewards which, pro-
' ceeding from an approbation of their perfonal conduct,
' are an additional excitement to earnclt and unremitting
* labours for the iaflrucHon of mankind ; that our civil

*^ rights have no dependence on our religious opinions

;

' more than on our opinions in phyhcs or geometry ; that

' therefore the profcribing any citizen as unworthy of pub-
' lie confidence, by laying upon him an incapacity ofbe-
* ing called to oiEces 0^ truft and emolument, unlefs be
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« prefers cr renounce this or that religious opinion, is de-*

* priving him injurioufly of thofe privileges and advantages
' to which in commori "with his fellow citizens, he has a
' natural right ; that it tends alfo to corrupt the principles

* of that very religion it is meant to encoarage, by bribing
* with a monopoly of worldly honours and emoluments,
* thofe who will externally profefs and conform to it; and
' though indeed, thofe are crimin,al who do not withlfand
' fuch temptation ; yet neither are thofe innocent who lay
* the bait in their way; that to fufier the civil magiftrate
' to intrude his powers into the field ©f opinion, and to

' reftrain the profefTion or propagation of principles, on-

' fuppofition of their ili-tendcncy, is a dangerous fallacy,

' which at once deftroy^ all religious liberty, becaufe he
* being of courfe, judge of ?hat tendency, will make his

' opinions the rule of judgment, and approve or condemn
' the fentim.ents of others only as they ihall fquare with or
* differ from his own ; that it is time enough for the right-

* ful purpofes of civil government, or its:0'fliccrs to inter-

* fere when principles break out into over^ acl;s againfr

* peace and good order, and finally, that iruib is great
* and will prevail if left to herfelf ; that fhe is the proper
' andfufficient antagonift to error, and has nothing to fear

' from the conflicl, unlefs by human interpofition difarm^
* ed of her natural weapons, free arguments and debate,,

' errors ceafmg to be dangerous when it is permitted frecn,.

' ly to contradicf them.'

Such is thepream.ble to that memorable law which gave

religious liberty and the rights of confcience to the State

of Virginia. A law to which, if Mr. jeiferfon may not

lay an exclufive claim to the merit and honor of being its

author, it is well known and muft be evident to every

cne acquainted with his fentimentr,, as exprefled in his

notes on Virginia ; that it was framed, adopted and
paifed principally by his patriotic exertions in its fa-

vour.

Now where is the public chara6ler to v/hich religion,

even the chrillian religion, as profefied by different deno-

minations in thefe flates, is m>ore indebted? Has he not

been uniformly the able advocate of that religious liberty,

which every denomination confiders as its moft invaluable
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privilege ? We liave no concern with thf pecu'iar treect

or confellion of" any public civil chnrader ? It ij> lufTicicnt

for us that he be the determined vindicator of that libe-r-

ry which is not only the bell guardian of true religion, but

•alio provides irnd fecuVes to us the happinels of worihip-

ing God according to our confciences "without any to

jnakc us afraii?," to tyrannize over our opinions; t«

trample down that facred prerogative conferred on us by

God; and that happy civil conftitution with which, In

his providence, he hath bielfed thefe ftates*

'J'he friends of this conftitution they cannot be, who
would deny IMr. jclferlbn, or any other man, liberty of

confcience in religious matters. That conllitution has laid

no penal prohibition from places of the higheft truft, on
any man for his opinions on any religious fubjects. How
prepofterous and abfurd i^ it then in the invidious oppo-

nents of Mr. Jefferron, to be crying up their zeal for the

govemraent and conftitution, when they are. thus coun-

teracting the moft falutary and diftinguilhcd Ipirit which
it breath e^.

What u'ould be the ccnfequences in thefe ftates, were
each religious denomination oppofed to every candidate

for the prefidency, who did not come up lo a ccrrefpond-

ence with their religious opinions?

Even en the fuppofition, then, that there exifted any

ju ft foundation for th€ raili unattefted innuendoes which
Ibme partizans throw out againft Mr. Jeflcrfon, refpccling

religion, it is direclly contrary to our conftitutional pre-

rogative, and inimical to the genuine fpirit of that religi-

ous liberty, which we hold as not the Icaft valuable fruit

of our happy and glorious revolution.

But the trutli is, we have too many among us who are

enemlc'S to religious liberty; even ecclefiaftics we have,

and thofe not a few, who had they the goUk'iiJh-cceoi tem-

porals, would not much care if th^ wolves of tyranny and
<lefpotifm had the flock ; Men, who are panting after

church prerogatives and ecclefiaftical diftinclion. They
and tkeir adherents-, fome through ilelufion and others

tlirough defign, it may be expected would be oppofed to

him, who has been uniformly oppofed to their temporal

pride and ambition; founded on the oppreflion rather

ibaa the inftrus^ion of the rthVious—uniformly oppofed
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to that fort of clerical influence which arifes rather from
worldly or fecular dignities, and titled prefumption, than
the real confcioufnefs of acquired and exemplary worth,
or padoral care and diligence.

To this confideration may he affigned that hue and cry,

and a mod anti-American unconftitutional one it is, thai

has been raifed againfl Mr. Jefferfon oh the fcore of reli-

1 he very conduft which ought to immortalize his name
among the friends of genuine chriftianity ; among the

friends to religious toleration of every denomination ; a-

mong all the lovers of the gofpel unaflbciated with and
unfliackled by civil tyranny, that very conduft has by
ihefe men and thefe deluded by their influence, been
made iheground of their fallacious and unjuflifiable oppo-

fition to Mr. Jefferfon's election.

His arguments, irrefnlibly perfuafive arguments, in fa-

vour of religious liberty ; his obfervations on the dange-

rous abfurd tendency of civil or legiflative interpofition ref-

peding religious opinions we may prefume, had no little

influence in infpiring the framers of our excellent Federal

Conftitution with a jufl: fenfe of its importance, and confe-

quently in adopting it as one of its mofl: deftinguiflied

principles. Yet, how have thofe obfervations and argu-

inents been abufed and perverted to difcredit their author ?

Becaufe, in his Notes on Virginia, he has fliewn in ilrong

terms that men who embrace the greatefl: extremes of

Contradiftion in their religious creeds ;—even thofe who
believe in a Trinity, and thofe who do not—or thofe who
believe in one God or thofe who believe in a plurality, may,
notwithilanding, live together in civil and focial harnony
and happinefs, thefe defigning ambitious fophills and par-

fizanshave attempted to giveit the word poiiible colouring.

They forget that cur excellent confl:itution fays, tho' in o-

ther words, the very fame thing. They do notconfider that

thofe very fentiments which Mr. Jeiferfon has there ex-

prell'ed, are adopted in their fulleft fcopc and fpiritin our

national conditution. And confequently that inflcad of

Mr. JefTt^rfon being vilified or reviled on account of them,

he ought CO befo muchthn more honoured by every man,
who regards what that conftilution breathes, teaches and
inculcates, civil or religious ; by every man who it proud
gf the zlnl aad religious privilege? of uu AuKrican,
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It is ovvinj^ in a p;reat degree to ihc patriotic fervices of

ajeflerfon that toreign, and elpccially Ikiti'h hierarchy, in

ronneclion, in dole embrace with civil power has

not made greater progrefs among us than it has. More
dangerous Iteps have been made towards its relloration in

this country, than by many have been well confulered, or

occafioned a fuitable alarm. Between its fpirit and that

of a civil ariftocracy or even monarchy, there is a greater

IVmpathy and cloftr connection than manv are aware of.

In this (tate, in particular, we have felt its unconftituti-

onal, encroaching, and encreafing influence. Our (tate

conftitution has, it is true provided againfl it : But feme
late ads can Ihew how far it has been revered by our le-

giflators. Every encroachment of this nature on our re-

ligious liberty—every attempt to render the ck;rgy of a-

ny particular denomination more dignified in a temporal

view than thofe of another, Mr. jefferfon, to his honour
be it told, oppofed with fuccefs in Virginia—and has con-

fequently brought dov^n upon him the refentment of the

patrons of hierarchical or religious preferencein Maryland.

In illuftration of thefs bbfervations have we not feen

that in conformity with the old Britifh church fyftem,

our legiflature in 1798 by an acl, known by the name of

the Vejhy a5l^ have made provifion for a fort of religious

location of each county into pariflies—locally defignated

by names implying a peculiar church j urifdiiftlon in that

territory I Have we not in that attfeen them, unconiluti-

onally alfuming all the fpiritual prerogative of a bifliop's

court in England ; eftablifhing veilries—and inflicling

very confiderable fines and penalties on chofe who fliould

refufe to ferve in that capacity ;—arming the paftors a-

gainft their flock, with other weapons than the author of

our religion ever defigned or inculcated—creating and
enforcing religious diflinctions, and offices that ought to be
perfectly voluntary, and thereby robbing their fellow crea-

tures of that religious " Hberty, wherewith Clirift hath

made them free ?" In conformity with the old Britifii

fyftem of fpiritual opprefllon, have we not feen them alfo

in that act, giving legal authority to proud priefls to dc-

fignate themfelves local REC^'ORS ovcr dittricts or pa-

rities, even where their own religious denomination is far

B
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from conftituting the mofl: numerous or refpe£lable body
of the inhabitants ? Although our flate conftitution pro-

vides againfl; this and every proud ufurpation of a hke na-

ture ; although it fanftions no civil mark of diftinftion,

efpecially of a local nature, which evidently mud tend to

give the clergy of our denomination, a fort of titular and
local pre-eminence over thofe of another

;
yet we find

that all this our legiilature, fince the revolution, has

done ;—and in doing fo, has confequcntly, fo far, con-

formed to that old, rotten, corrupt and defpicable fyftem,

by which the chriflian faith, in the-hands of civil defpots

has been degraded into an engine of flate policy ; has

been exhibited to the difgufled view of every lover of

chriflianity in its genuine fimpucity, as the over-grown

bloated monlter of temporal and fpiritual tyranny and u-

furpation.

Now, have we not wanted the abilities of a JefTerfon in

this flate ? Have we not wanted his patriotic fervices and
exertions in behalf of that religious liberty we enjoy by
the conftitution of Maryland ;—that exemption from le-

giflative preference or partiality againfl which it was in-

tended to guard us ; but which we fee has been pervert-

ed and abufed ? And may w^e not alk why has this taken

place in a flate in which we confidered our civil and reli-

gious rights fo well guaranteedby theconflitution ? Why
•—becaute no friend to the rights of confcience—no advo-

cate for our religious liberties and the genuine fpirit of

chriflianity, no enemy to legiHative interpofition and par-

tiality of equal talents and patriotifm to a Jefferfon, arofe

among us to withftand this prefumptuous inlet to religi-i

ous corruption and fpiritual opprellion.

Have the inhabitants of this flate fo foon forgotten the

tyranny and abufe, the injuries and infults they fufFered

from the proud priefls of the Britifh hierarchy ? have they

fo foon forgotten the part which thofe favorite fons of civil

power, ever the uniform advocates of political ariftocra-

cy, a6led during the revolution ? I fay have the inhabitants

ot this flate of every religious denomination, fo far for-

gotten this as to abufe that character for want of religion,

"whofe patriotic principles^d exertionsbanifliedthehungry

proud fwarm from our coafls, and whofe unwearied fer-

vices have alfo been nioft confpicuous in endeavouring
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to prevent a new liivc of our own rearinp;, armed with

fimilar ftings, from fwarming under the iinconditutioii-.

al funfhine of legiflative partiality^ and favour.

Citizens of America! of all relicrious denominations,

beware of interfering with the religion of any man ccnfi-

dered as a candidate for any office your fullVages can con-

fer. You know not to what confequences, fuch conduft,

fo contemptuous of our conftitution, may tend.

Ye honell and patriotic Roman Catholics ! Remember
that it is not a revolution of many years, fmce you were

denied the full and free rights of confcience in thsfe flates

—Reflect that it is not long fmce you durfl not rear a

decent chapel in thefe lands for that religion you profcfs.

—RefletSt how your anceftors were driven either from
England, on account of what Mr. Jefferfon has contend-

ed againfl in this country, namely, the interference of

the legiflature with the rights of confcience ;—or out of

Ireland, by thofe fanguinary and penal codes, to whicji

on account of your religion you were doomed by the in-

tole-'ant fpirit of proud ecclefiallics, who were fanftion-

ed by a temporal defpot as head of the church. Recall

to mind the bloodihed, fufferings and perfecutions of

your catholic anceftry in England and in Ireland efpeci?!-

ly—enllaved, deprefled, degraded and trampled upon,

merely on account of their rehgion ; and being deprived

of every civil and religious right, that can dignify the

name of man or citizen ;—And then refolve whether you
can, pofTibly, join in oppofmg the man on account of

religion, who has mofl ably laboured throughout life,

that you might enjoy the free exercife of your's. You
join in politics with men who ardently pray for the land

of your anceftor's, being defolated by Britiih yengeance J

her inhabitants butchered with wanton cruelty, be-

caufe they have dared to oppofe that monflrous combina-
tion of civil and prelatic power, under which they had
for centuries groaned ;—And you reject a'Jefl'erfon whofe
fervices have eminently tended to pieferve you and your
religion from a fimilar yoke here ! and who alfo has uni-

formly fympathifed with your oppreffed, degraded and in-

jured brethren over the Brilifh dominions. Beware, then,

of allowing religious feuds, prejudices or partialities to

laingle themfelves with your civil rights j with your free
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unbialTed exerclfe of the rights of fuitVage ; uhich our

conftitution informs us, has nothing to do with any man's

religion. Would you be fatisfied that any man fhould be

rejected from a public truft, or office, merely on account

of his being a Catholic ? li you would not, then be not ac-

tuated by a like principle towards theirs
\
—more efpeeial-

ly towards a man who has ever been the able and zealous

patron of religious lib'srty.

Ye honeft and patriotic members of the Proteftant E-

pifcopal Church ! has not Mr. Jelierfon been educated in

in the bed principles of that church in which you
believe ? are you not alfo impreifed with the importance

of religious liberty to a free independent commonwealth,
wdiere there are fo many various denominations ; and a-

mong which you, by no means conflitute the largeft, or

mod numerous body, taking all the dates into view. Have
your clergy at any period of your church-hiftory in

thefe dates, been more worthy your fupport, as faithful

padors, than fmce they received leaft of legiflative patro-

nage and fupport ? Do you think that their being taught

to look to the date and not to you for their temporal boon,

would make them more faithful in their duty to you ?

Do you think it conditutional in the date legiflature to

arm them with laws to inflid fines or penalties on you ?

—

"Will it tend to make them better men ; or you better chrif-

tians? I anifure vou are neither foweak nor fo wicked as to

believe fo. Should a contracted or bigoted policy influ-

ence the legiflature of this date, contrary to its condituti-

on, by fuch laws as that of the Vestry j^d, ro give

your clergymen a local confequence and fuperiority.

to the clergy of other denominations, interfperfed a-

mong them in every parifh over the flate, may not this

lead to retaliation by other dates in the union where you
are not the mod refpeCtable in numbers ;—and thus tend

not to promote ; but to check that chidian benevolence

and harmony which every where ought to fubfid among
the miniders of religion of all denominations ?

If you be fenlibie of thefe truths, then reflect on the

patriotic fervices of a Jefferfon in the caufe of religious li-

berty. It is he who has taken the lead in reducing your
church, in thefe ftates to its primitive fimplicity and inde-

pendence on civil power—and to that condition which is

bed Crtlculttted to enable you and your J)oderity to enjoy
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the religious Improvements of its befl principJes and doc«

trines, without leeing it the degraded, corrupted tool of

civil tyranny S: oppreilion. You mult be blind to all thoCe

mod intcielling and important advantages, if you are not

o^ratefull y lenfiblc of uhat Mr. Jellerfon has done for your

church in particular, and religion in general, in ihefe ref-

petts, even lince the revolution.

Ye zealous and pioufly patriotic members of the Me-
thodift Churches ? ye, too, are interefted in keeping po-

litical and religious influence apart. Ic is not pofiible that

you can approve any fuch nionflrous marriage ;—any

iuch unnatural union. Are ye not a reformed Progeny
;

—an infant church that may be faid to have arifen from

the effects of that corrupting combination ? Was it noi.

from this heterogeneous union of civil and religious pov>er,

that all that degeneracy took place which occafioned a

Wes/eyy and all your mofl pious and able founders to leave

the infectious bofom of old mother church ellabhlliment,

and adopt a lefs corrupt and more pious fyftem ? If then,

you be fenfible of this truth ; if you have experienced in

your fuccefs the happy effedls of religious liberty ; if It has

been the means of enabling you, under the difpenfations

of Providence, to accomplilh the reformation of thou-

fiands and tens of thoufands of thofe previoufly given over

to an abandoned and profligate life ;—will you not cherifa

a fultable tribute of gratitude to that patriot who has la-

boured through life, to prevent that degeneracy in reli-

gion which every where mud arife from a combination be-

tween legiflators or civil governments—and thofe proud
prlefls who feek to ball; under th^Ir funfliine—rather

than that refpectability which Is derived alone from the a-

ble and faithful difcharge of their duty in the churches ?

Surely you can never approve of bafely calumniating that

character to whofe exemplary exertions in the caufe of re-

ligious liberty, yours as much as any other denomination
of chriflians is fo much indebted.

Ye who bear the defignation of the pious and chrlflian

Friends ! Are ye not alfo grateful for any fervice, howe-
ver fmall, in fuch a caufe ? How many of your fociety are

fcattered over the various flates in the Union ? Would
you wHh to fee them as they are in England punifhed and
perfecute4 for confclence-fake t In Virginia, efpeciallyj.
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lias nota Jefferfon been the able advocate of their religious

rights ? Has he not by the law, here introduced to your
notice, been the inftrument, under Providence, of fecur-

ing to them the rights of confcience, free from the penal-

ty of being fubjefted to any undue pre-eminence in other

denominations ? And are you infenfible of thofe fervices?"

No, you cannot be
;
your hearts bleed too feelingly for

the hundreds of your I'uiFering fociety that in the Englifli

dominions, and other eftabliihed hierarchies ; under an
intolerant bench of fpiritual Lords over God*s heritage,

are coniigned frequently to the gloomy dungeon for con-

fcience-fake.

I fay, my pious Friends ! your hearts, bleed too feeling-

ly for their fufferings and oppreffion ; their fines and im-

prifonments, not to be duly grateful to the man, who in

this country, more than any other public character, has

directly oppofed a fmiilar fyftem being adopted in Virginia,

and probably from its example, in other flates of the U-
nion.

Independent of thefe confiderations, fo near to your
feelings and principles, you mufl, you cannot but ap-

prove of that hatred to ilavery in every point of view ; to

that tyranny and oppreffion, of every fpecies ; that phi-

lanthropy and benevolence towards man in every ftate and
under every defignation for which the life of a Jefferson
is fo exemplary and uniformly illuftrious. In the filence,

the calm peaceful filence of your own breads, impartially

ueigh and refled what is due from you and from Ameri-
ca, to fuch a character; and I have no fear but you will

reduce it to pradice in your conduft.

Ye various, patriotic and pious members of the Reform-
ed Churches in America, by whatever name defignatcd by
men. Whether Prefbytcrians, Baptifts, Secedars, or

Covenantors—Some of you in thole very dcfignations,

fhew, what you have fuffered from court-perfecution, and

the idolized Dagon of Prelacy, and church eflablifliment.

It has been the boafl of your greatell worthies, and long

and refpeftable is their honoured lill ;—that they bled in

the caufe of religious freedom, in oppofition to the bloody

and perfecuting fpirit of proud hierarchy and religious

natural eftablifhments by the encroachments and ambitioa

of titled ccclefiaftics*
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As you revere that glorious anceflry who were martyred

in this caule ; as you value the divine advantages of

religious liberty and the rights of confcience to you
and your pollerity, you will venerate the man, who of all

the great political charadlers in this country next to a

Wajhii.gton, has mod uniformly vindicated and ably af-

feried the equal conftitutional claim of all religious deno-

minations, in thefe Hates, to religious liberty.

If any of your clergy be fo ignorant of this, or fo vain

cf one prefident being of their denomination, as to declaim

againft one of any other, reflect on the confequences of fo

narrow, illiberal and unconftitutional a principle. Let no
fuch bigotry difgrace your condu£l or patriotifm. No
political character, exifting in thefe (fates, at this moment,
has done as much in favour of that form of ecclefiaftic

or church government which you approve, as Mr. Jefter-

fon ;—none who has fo illuftrioully oppofed the firft in-

roads of ecclefiaftic encroachment. For this it is that he
has incurred the odium of fpiritual tyrants of all religious

denominations. For this it is that he is fo obnoxious to

every clerical high-toned churchman, who with the cha-

racter and ambition of aBifliop Sharpe^ has beenfceking to

reduce this ftate in particular to the old yoke of ecclefia-

flical bondage ; and will you join in the foul-mouthed cry

of foreign breathed bigotry, and unconftitutional cplumny.

O let it nut be faid amidft the aftemblies of the people!

—

Name it not in the congregations of the friends of rehgious

liberty.

Men of every religious perfuafion ! weigh in your own
candid minds thefe admonitory hints. Try them by the

ftandard of truth and the principles of our conftltution.

None of you can hold in {greater abhorrence all reli<iious
• - . . . . . . .

licencloufnefs ;— all infidelity in principle or in practice

than the writer of thefe ftridtures. Were I not convinced

that all theclamour and calumny againft Mr. Jcfferfon on
account of religion is mere electioneering impofition, I

would be as far from attempting his Vindication as any
of you can be. Let then thefe obfervations have their due
weight, and I venture to pronounce that every honeft and
candid mind will join with me in opinion. My conviction

is founded on the facts here fubmitted to your attention.

Read the Vestry Jd paffed by the legiflature of this ftate in

17985 and think for yourfelves. Contraft this urjuft.
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parthland unconPiitutlonaladl:, with t-hat excellent;, and I

may add pious preamble to the Virginia a6l, on the fubjeQ:

of religion, and fay whether your own legiflature, or Mr.
Jefferfon from whofe diftinguifhed pen proceeded that ad,
have been the bed friends to religious liberty : which o-f

them breathes a fpirit moll confonant with the various civil

and religious interefts of the inhabitants of this and all the

ether ftates in the union.

No doubt need exifl of the Virginia aft, here brought

into view, having been drawn up by Mr, Jefferfon. At-

teflations to this died: could eafily be procured if necefiary.

Along with this confider that the greater part of thofe men
who make the greatefl out-cry againil him on account of

of rehgion ; live, themfelves the Ufe of atheills—-and give

little, if any countenance to the fupportof the chriftian re-

ligion and the caufe of general piety. They feek, in my
opinion, M-ickedly feek, in the very face of the conflituti-

on of the United States, to make religion what it is in En-
gland, a ftate tool, by which they hypocritically impofe on
fuch of the unfufpeding part of the community as have

mofl piety and religion at heart.

When fuch men fpeak of any of you, of any denomi-
nation, who are truly pious or religious, they pronounce
yoi' bigoted enthufiafts, fanatical puritants and hypocrites;

and that merely becaufe you manifeft fome regard for the

worfliip of God ; while at the fame time theyhave the im-

.pudence to impofe upon you and the public by a pretended

zeal for religion, when they think this may fait fome am-
bitious party purpofe, and hefitate not to calumniate a

character dignified with the vice prefidency of the Unit-

ed States—who even on the fuppofition that their infamous

charge on account of rehgion was true, would hardly be

reduced to the fame grade of guilt, in that refpcct, with

his fcandalous revilers.

Will any man of fenfe or virtue pretend to vindicate

fuch condud? Surely they cannot -, it can only be didated

by the moft malignant fpirit of party-animof]ty,andought

to be beneath men of any fenfe of honour, even though

they had no regard for religion.

Obliged to rclinquifh the infamous charge of " Jibei/m"

—theynext attack Mr. Jefferfon's charadler with that of

"Deisj^ij" or in other words that he rejects the fcripturcs &
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!« divine revelation. But let us examine candiJlv, whether

this calumny be not equally groundlefs as the former. !u

various parts of that gentleman's publications we fmd him
exprefs himfelt in the molt relpectlul manner of God and
his holy religion. In particular in his notes on Virginia, hj
fpeaks ot the divine perfections & attributes, in a manner
and ftyle which could only be derived from his acquain-

tance with, and belief in the word of God. The greateit

philofophersthat ever lived in the world, Ariftotle Socrates,

Pinto or Cicero among the ancients, and even the mod illus-

trious among the modern men, were never able to attain any
juft ideas of the Divine Being,but fuch as they derived from
a knowledge of the Divine Revelation. When Mr. Jcifer-

fon, then, fpeaks of all the glorious attributes of the Deity,

his intinite julfice, goodnefs and wifdom ; tell me, ye whi>

dare to fay that he has no religion, whence he derived

thofe ideas, but from divine revelation ? Thefc fentiments

of God and religion could, I fiiy, have been derived only

from his knowledge of the fcriptures-

The avowed and publiflied declarations Mr. Jefferfoii

has made in favour of revealed religion are various ; and

to be found almost in every publication of importaiice

that has come from his pen.

• Is there an American ignorant of the Declaration ofA-
rierica^ s Independence ; h to whom it owes its dignified Ityle

and fentiments, equally pious and patriotic ?

This ever memorable Inflrument which ought to be

indelibly engraven on every heart, in its introduclion is

as follows :—
" When in the courfe of human events, it becomes ne-

*' ceflary for one people to dilfolve the political bands
" which have connected them with another, and to af-

" fume among the powers of the earth the fcparate and
** equal Ration to which the Lav/s of nature, and of Na-
*' ture's God entitled them, a decent refpect to the-

** opinions of mankind requires that they Ihould declare
** the caufes which impel them to the feparation.'*

" We hold thefe truths to be felf evident, that all men
" are created equal ; that they are endowed by their Cre-
*' ATOR with certain unalienable rights, &:c.'*

When we read f-ich fentiments as the above j w hca in

C
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the folenm accents of as folemn a tranfadion as is in tile

power of a great people to perform, we find every thing to

them that is dear and facred founded on the Laws and
confequently the will of GOD—How illiberal, how pre-

fumptuous is it in any of that people to fay that the au-

thor denied thofe laws or that revealed ivUl of God^
Where we lind, even our temporal rights and privileges

as alfo our bodily or mental endowments affigned to the

great Creator, is it charitable ; is it liberal ; is it like

chrillians, to fay that the author of fuch fentiments is a

man v/ho denies his Creator*s exiitence ; the immortality

of the human foul-—and all the foul-exalting doftrines of
rdigion? Whatever party, or party men are fo mean as

to Itoop to fuch defamation of character ;—fuch proftitu-

tion of truth ;—fuch ungenerous opprobium ; inftead of

fhewing you, my fellow-citizens, that Mr. Jefferson,
the author of the preceding fentiments, in that blefled,

that pious, that hallowed instrument, that feparated your
necks from the tyrant's yoke ; I fay, the men who would
charge religious infidelity on the author of fuch fentiments,

only {liew you that they themfelves are deftituie of religi*

on ; are devoid of every ennobling principle of religion

that chriftianity inculcates.

To have no charity for our neighbour's or fellow-citi-

zen's name or fame ; to perfecute, flander and revile on no
better proof than mere prefumption, is direaly oppofite to

the moft amiable and divine dictates of that religion we
profefs—but when this is cheriilied towards a man, whofe
whole life, it may be faid, has been zealoufly, ably and
faithfully devoted to the maintaining the civil and religious

rights oi his country—language is at a lofs for fuitable e*

pithcrs to exprefs the malignity, cruelty, barbarifm, and I

mavadd, irrcllgion of fuch conduct.

But another proof of his regard for the word of God,
and its being encouraged and patronifcd by fuch public

and patriotic characters as thofe who hold the chief place

in [he government of the United States, we find m his

iubfcribing, fome time fince, to the moft expcnfive and
liand'oir.e edition of the word of God ever publillied in

il eie Hates. I allude to the Ilot-Prefs Bible publiflicd at

Philadelphia j a work, which in every point cf view, doss
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honor to the editors, and all the friends of" religion who
have patronifed it.

Now, notwlthftandlng all the noife that the opponents
to Mr. Jeflerlbn make about his want of religion, we find

his honoured name in the lift of its patrons, while many
of thofe whofe pretended fuperior regard to religion and
its encouragement, are not to be found there. Thus it is,

that, for eledioneering purpofes we find many v. ho, pro-

bably, never had a bible in their families, crying out a-

gain(t Mr. Jefferfon for denyingthe facred volume, ahhough
we find him its public patron, introducing it, in its mod!
refpeclable appearance, to his family ; and thus giving

the moft dignified countenance and fupport to the moft

valuable edition of the fcriptures ever publiflied in Ame-
rica.

Citizens of the United States, in general, and of Mary-
land in particular, whatever may be your religious creed,

profeflion or denomination—confider well what has been
here, in truth and fincerity, fubmitted to your attention.

Proofs of all here advanced, are eafy to be attained,

they are in the hands of the public ; and no man of m-
formation whofe face has not been hardened by want ol'

principle can deny them ; if fo, you can have nothing to

fear from Mr. Jefferfon's want of regard to religion ; or

the free exercifeofit by thofe of every church or denomi-

nation.

Has he ever undertaken any office for his country, that

he has not fulfilled with honour and approbation—for

which he has not received his country's thanks. What
man ever more fully and fincerely en;oycd the confidence

of a Wajhington than Mr. Jefferfon; has he not fingled him
out for particular trufls and offices of importance, from a-

among his co-patriots of the highcd merit ? Can you then

for a moment fuppofe, that this long tried patriot through

the worfl: and beft of times—I fay can you poili'oly fuj^pofe

that this man of untarnifhed fame and merit, after all lie

has voluntarily done, in behalf of religious liberty, when
the zeal of other patriots w^as either cold or at beft

luke warm on the fubjecl, would be lefs attentive to the

facred religiou.=; rights of his fellow citizens, when elevat-

ed by their fulTrages to the prefidency of thefe ftates ?
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The fiippofiilon is too prepofterous and abfurd to be fo

calculated upon by any principles of truth or candour.

it is the province of mere clamour and falfe alarm to

turn the attention off from where the real danger lies.

Thus, while many of our {late patriots are thundering

out anathemas again ft Mr. Jefferfon on the fcore of reli-

gion : "i hey thcmlclves have lately been fapping the very

conflitutioual foundation of our religious rights ; have

enacted laws that give an evident fuperiority to a particu-

lar denomination, or at lead to its clergy, in open vio-

lation of the Hate conftitution ; of the individual or per-

fonal rights of the members of that church themfelves
;

and in violation aifo of that equal claim to refpe^labili-

ty in fociety, which every religious denomination in Ma-
ryland ought to enjoy, inas far, efpecially, as any local di-

vifiun into parifiies can confer or fecure that claim.

This may ferve to fliew you how much depends on
the men you choofe to reprefent you in the (tate aflembly ;

ihould the iuture perfevere in the fame partial policy that

fome of the ftate legiflatures have done ; experience {hews

you I hope that your religious liberty has infinitely more
to fear from them than from Mr. Jefferfon.

Freemen of Maryland ! If you have then any regard

for your civil and religious rights ; rights which if you do
your duty, your conftitution fecures to you againft every

inroad, you will give thefe obfervations your candid at-

tention
; you will not be. cajoled into the bafe office of

defaming a charafter which, for more than twenty-five

years has borne a diftinguifhed Ihare in the fervices and
councils of his countrv ; who has for you braved dan-

ger in various forms—Whofe perlon, on account of his

incorruptible and fiern patriotifm has ever been moll

inimical to the tyrants who fought to put you under

the yoke of both civil and religious bondage and oppref-

iion—whofe property, or at lead all of it that the Hames
could deliroy—his houfes, furniture, flock, fences, &c.

&€. were configncd to one general conflagration •; and

on whole invaluable head the hordes oi Britifh babari-

ans had fct more th.an an ordinary price.

If to fuch a character you want gratitude—If for fuch

s man you have nothing better than vile calumny, and

low clecUoaecring abufc aad fcurrility, I hefitate not to

\
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pronounce that you yourfclvcs arc neither entitled to

the name of men, nor Americans; and fur lefs have

you any well founded pretenfion to the rdi^^ious cha-

racter of the fincere chrillian.

Americans! think, then on this fubjetft; and after all,

fhould any of you be led to judge any other man iii

thefe Hates better entitled by merit and pall fervices to

the prefidency—ad like men, and not like mean, cajol-

ed, dadardly flavcs—ad like yourfelvcs—and dare to be

independent of every overbearing, tyrannical, ambitious

party fpirit.

Let every charscler—every patriot ; whether an Adams
or a Jeiierfon, candidly have their due ; rob them not of

any claim, any well won claim to their country's con-

fidence and approbation. Nothing extenuate ;—and ftill

lefs fet down againft them in flander or malice. But,

above all, defcend not to the low eledioneering artifice

of holding up to public odium againft any candidate, any
charge, on account of which, even if authenticated, our
national conftitution has laid no prohibitory exclufion

from any place of trull or emolument in the power of your
fuiFrages to confer.

Should thefe few ftrldures affift in leading any of you,

who have been mifmformed, to a better underftandin'x of

what has been their fubj^l: :—and if they fliould in any
degree, have tended on an impartial, candid perufal, to

fee afide what the writer confiders a very unjuftand un-

conftitutional flab at the character of a man who has,

from youth up to hoary years, been employed in his coun-

try's mod honourable fervice, I fliall think the hour I have

devoted to thepurpofe one of the happieft and beft fpent

in all my life ;—and I would fondly hope not altogether

uninterefting or unfcrviceable to my Fellow-Citizens, of

every religious denominationo

ji F7iend io real Religion.




