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To the Critics,

———

THE Author begs leave to inform the Public
that in the writing, as well as the publithing of the
fubfequent fentiments on an uniform Plan of Nati-
onal Education, nothing but the moft folicitous de-
fire to contribute even a mite to the intereft or fuc-
cefs of what fo highly concerns the happinefs and
credit of the United States, could have induced him
to fubmit his obfervations, on any fubje&, to the
eye of the learned and judicious critic, under the

* many difadvantages he had to encounter.

WaeN he affures sucu that, in writing, the
unremitting labours of profeflional attendance pre-
vented him from more than a few minutes attention °
to the fubject at one time:—And that by the fame
caufe he has been prevented from fuperintending
the Prefs, he trufts the ingenuous and liberal will
adopt the following fentiment of one, whofe tafte and
accuracy in compofition, have been long eftimated

as the ftandard of excellence.

¢ Non ego paucis
¢« Ofendar maculis quas aut incuria fudit,
_¢ Authumana parum cavit natura.”
- ' ' Hor.



To the HoNourABLE the LrcisraTors of the
STATE of MARY LAND, for the Seflion of 17¢8—
the following Obfervations, ¢ntrodudory to an
uniform Plan of National Education, are molt

_ refpedfully fubmitted by the Author.

GENTLEMEN,

e

THE thorough convi€ion of your being,
to the utmoft extent of your inclinations, as well as
of your delegated truft and power, the zealous pa-
trons of public improvement, is the only apology
your addrefler conceives neceflary for his prefump-
tion in laying before you the following confiderati-
ons, on the moft interefting of all fubjets to the
happinefs of MarvLAND in pavnicular, and that
great civil commanity, of which fhe forms fo re-

fpectable a part, in general.

THERE is ne individual in fociety whom you
may not hear ACKNowLEDGING the great impor-
tance of education. Lven thofe who are moft ig-
norant of its advantages are heard to exprefs the
f\ighe{l encomiums on its ineftimable value to the
ftate ;—to "the interefts of human happinefs focial
or individual. The learned and unlearned feem
equally agfeed on this fubje&t. No party fpirit
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breathes its jealous and peftilential influence in op-
pofition to its gereral encouragement, patronage
and fupport. 'Lhis is that fubjet on which, in a
peculiar degree, the fmiles and approbation of hea-
ven may be_egpe&gd to co-oporate with the exerti-
ons of men. Seeing, then, it has obtained, fo uni-
verfal an approbation in the minds of all, is it not,
in fome refpefts, paradoxical, that all’the mentbers
of the fame community do not éonfpire in bringing,
into effect fome well digefted plan for organizing
and eﬁaBliﬂling that which feems to be thc common,
objet of their withes; the moft defireable attain-
ment {or the promotion of public happinefs ?
SuouLp this interrogatory obfervation be ap~
plied to the sTATE, which has chofen you, GENTLE-
MEN, to. be its legiflators, it will be found that,
though much has been done in behalf of pusLic
EDUCATION ;—and tho’ many excellent charaéters
among us have lately given ample teftimony of their
liberality, philanthropy and patriotifm, in contribut-
ing to the State.-Colleges and other feminaries ;
yet, as it is flill too eafy to obferve, all that might
reafonably be done in fo go:d a caufe has not yet
been effeted. '

In every"'corncror portion of the ftate, how
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many - hundreds of our youth are deprived of the
means of any inftru&ion fuitable to the offspring of
free and independent citizens? How much ignor-
ance of literature do we every where meet with,
even in thofe whofe fortune and. circumftances

might have enabled them to have fecured the means
of proper improvement?

Inv a flate like this, efpecially, when confider<
ed as a diltinguithed department of a great, united,
republican government, one or two pompous edifi-
ces, and expenfively ecndowed feminaries, may give
a partial and oftenfible dignity’ to the literary charac-
ter of our portion of the union ; but in truth, without
the means of eftablithing and providing proper fub-
ordinate nurferies of ftudents, prepared for entering
and attending fuch dignified feminaries, they may
tend to abforb or fwallow up the greater proportion
of public patronage ; but cannot, with any truth or
propriety, be confidered as the moft effectual provi-
fion for diffufing the bleflings of general knowledge
or {cientific improvement throughout the STATE.

Unper fuch a government as ours, and efpe-
cially in a country where the inhabitants are fo wide-~:
ly fcattered over the furface of the foil, it would,
certainly, be moft fuitable to have thofe means of




L 7 1

Edueation, which are derived from the induftry and
‘exertions of the people, difpofed of in fuch a man:
ner as would moft effetually and generally pro-
mote the improvement and happinefs of the people.
There is no impartial or candid mind can diffent
from -this truth. If fo, it, confequently, follows
that the prefent mode of promoting the interefts of
mehc education i in this ftate, has not been, with
Tufficient efficacy, dlé‘tated by the influence of this

conﬁderatnon
1

Wsxre we to contraft what has yet been done,

in this ftate, with that of our filter sTATES through-
out the union, it would be found that though MaRrY-

LanD has fome fhare of credit for her exertions in
behalf of public literary improvement ;- yet fhe has,
by no means, been as generally liberal, in this re:
Ipe, as the progreflive ftate of her profperity ; and
the digniﬁed fituation fhe povifeﬂ'es, thould dictate.

IN Pennfylvania, as your ‘addreffer has been
credlbly informed, no feminary fubordmate to her
univerfity or college, that has looked up to her for
her forftering aid, has been refufed. In Virginia
an excellent a& has been paffed, during the laft fef-
fion of her ftate aflembly, for eftablifhing three lite:
tary fchools in each county;--and, confequently,
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for extending the bleffing of education to thofe of
her citizens who are moft in want of it. '

- Turs ought ever to conﬁi‘tuto the leadingﬂ or
favourite objet of the legiﬂaturc of a free ftate. '

In all agesit has been the policy.of thofc go-
vernments that ex:&ed by the flavith lgnorancc of
the people, to eftablith one- or two fumptu;ogﬂy
endowed fchools for the fons of fortune and afﬂu..
ence,—the expecting brood of defponcal {'ucceﬂion,
leaving the canaille; the ignorant herd, to live and
dle, the profanum wulgus, the defplfed enﬂaved and
'ﬁupld multitude.

In proportion, then, as our government is fu-
perior in its nature and conftitution ;. in its princi-
pels and pratice, tothe fyftems of thofe which have
been  inftituted for enflaving the minds, as well as
the bodles, of their ignorant vaffals, fo fhould the
moft general means of diffufing and promoting
knowledge, be adopted, patromfed and fupported

in. thls and every other portion of the union.

IT is not, gentlemen, the objett of your ad-
dreffer on this fubjeét, to cenfure what has already
been donein behalf of education in that ftate of which
you are the legiflators. What is, or ought to be,
of the higheft importance with all who have any Te-
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gard for the public good is, to endeavour to call
forth a proper attention to the prefem ftate of lite-
rary mﬂru&mn ; examine wherein 1t is defedtive ;
and try to point out fuch means as may have a ten-
dency to render Maryland as refpeable, in a lite-
rary point of 'viéw, as the fituation and other digni-
fied circumftances inher Iocal and pohucal emfhnce
hould diret. - '

TH1s it becomes all to' confider as highly ef-
fential to the beft interelts of the community. We
~ ought to be convinced by experience, that no ex-
ternal advantage arifing from ﬁtﬁatidn, intercourfe,
or any other fuperficial means of- improverhent, can
be fubftituted for that folid inftruétion which the hu-
man mind can acquxre only by the regular difcipline
of the fchool ; ; and the well dlre&ed labours of Ii-
terary ﬁudy and apphcatlon The llterary charac-
ter of our ﬁate, it 1s true, mhy aﬁ'ume the tinfeled
outﬁde ofa fuperﬁcml polith ; but that dignity of
underﬁandmg, that manlmefs of fentiment ; that
elegance of tafte and crmcxfm and that fcientific
vlllummatlon, which ought to ‘conftitute its moft
ftriking features, we lr;ay look for in vain without

the public patronage of fome gonera' Well digefted
fyftem of education.

B
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- The Quefticn, then, is, are we, or are we not,
in pofleflion of fuch a {yftem ? No.—The general
complaint of the community ; as well as a candid
enquiry into the ftate of our public fchools mult
fhew, with incontrovertible evidence, tl;at in this
refpc@, MARYLAND is inferiour to feveral porti-
ons of the UNIDN, whofe refources for fupporting
fuch feminaries are not fuperior to what we poflefs.

SycH obfervations cannot be juftly confidered
as derogatory to the credit of the flate-college, or
any other feminary already ; inftituted in any part of
the ftate. Fur, allowing that all the advantages,
reafonably to be expefted from the ﬁate-college,
were fully reahzed on the fuppofition that, from
‘the refpe&able attentionand zeal of its trufees ; the
abilities of its prry’ effors, and the excellence of its
.dlfuplme and reguiations ; it held out the moﬁ
flattering encouragement for the improvement of
our youth ; till it would be hlghly prepofterous,
repugnant to its interefts as well as obnoxious
to the genius of our government and the fpi-
rit of the national conﬂitu‘tion, to allow it to fuper-
fede the neceflity of patronifing fubordinate femina-
ries, or to abforb all public liberality in fupport of
literary inftruQion.
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It would, thus, be repugnant to its own in-
tereft, in as much as it muft be on the preparatory
nurferies of ftudents, throughcut the ftate, that
its advancing profperity and fuccels muft depend —_—
it would be, thus, repugnant to the genius or fpi-
rit of our government, in as much as it could not
be confidered as affording eqal advantages to all
who, equally, contributed to :ts fupport.

WsRrE there no more than one or two fuch fe-
minaries or colleges eftablifhed in the United States,
then might ours attain a dignified confequence,
without much dependence on the particular ftate
by which it was endowed. But, ﬁncé évery ftate
in the union has been equally liberal i in endowing,
or making proper provifion for, an inftitution of the
fame nature, the fupport of each, as well as the
fubjeéts of its zdility and improvement, muft be
derived from that ftate alone to which it belongs,

HexcE appears the neceflity or importance, even
with a view to the intereft of the sTATE-coLLEGE,
of proper nurferies, in order to fupply it with a
competent number and conftant fucceffion of ftus
dents; as well as for promoting and extending the
bleflings of liteiary ‘knowledge and improvement,

to the gencral body of the community.
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. Tais view of the fubje&t is earneftly recom-
‘mended to the attention of the legiflature, -and all
who have it, in any degree, in their power to be-

come the patrons of {cientific inftrution,

‘O candidly examining into the prefent ftate
of education in Maryland‘, it is impoffible not to ob-
ferve, and it is done with much regret, that fome
remnant 6f a former fpirit of religious prejudice
and partiality ftill prevails. Itis true that, agreea-
bly to the fpirit or genuis of our government, every
particular religious denomination has a well founded
right to eret fuch particular; private feminaries as
they may: confider moft confonant with the fpirit
of that particular religious fyftem they profefs. It
{liould, however, become a free and enlightened
people, as much as poflible to feparate the purfuits
of fcience apd literary knowledge from . that narrow
reftiiltion and contracted influence of peculiar religis
6us opinions ; or ecclefiaftical policies, by which they
have been, too long, and too generally obftru&ted.
Perhaws there is no circumftance <an be brought i in-
1}0 view, in the hiftory of fcientific improvement,
'ﬁmt has more retarded its progrefs, or tended to en-
ﬂa\etlw human mind, than that of admitting any
cou bination to exift between the interefts of acas.

cemicel inflruGion j and the, too often, partialiatg-
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refts of particular religious bodies. Tlis combina.
tionevery free republican ftate ought to break. On
its diffolution the caufe of genuine Faferalifm, as
much as the caufe of fcience, ultimately depends.
Difregarded in our publicly endowed fyftems of edu-
cation it muft more or lefs tend to cherifh thofe civil
broils, national prejudices, and religious feuds and
jealoufies that, hitherto, have ftained the hiftoric
page of the otherwife moft enlightened nations on
earth., '

LeT it, then, be an eftablifhed principle in-all
our patriotic exertions in promoting Academical In-
ftrudion that, no publicly endowed feminary in this
ftate, fhall ever be charalterifed as the NURSLING 3

or even diltinguithed by the appellati-n of any partia -
cular party of religious profeffors,

So far would this, ‘however, be from proving
inimical to liberty of conftience or religious privilege,
that it would rather be direting them 'to theéir own
proper and exalted fphere. It would be freeing from
the partial reftraints of religious fyftem- that which
ought tobe uncircum{cribed from all conne&ion with
peculiar tenets 3 or fuch habits arid modes of think-
ing as have been imbibed without ftudy or preini:di."
tation. Asone -great objett of education thould be

to inculc_ate Independence of mind ; and, confeqi:ent'q
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Iy, ‘an averfion to the embracing of any fpecies of
knowledge, moral, phyfical or religious, without ex-
amination, and confequent conviction—So, in order
to provide for thefe valuable-atrainments, every pub-
lic feminary ought to be abfolutely independent of
all that would militate againft thefe important objects.
No public literary inftitution can, then, be fuited
to the genyis of the conftitution of this ftate that
would tend either to diffolve, or to eftablifh, any pe-
culiar religious principles which may have been im.
prefled on the minds of youth by their parents, or
the religious inftru&ors of that particular fociety or

denomination to which they might belong,

In nations where peculiar fyftems of religion are
eftablifhed, it is with confiftency that the clergy of
thofe national churches are generally preferred as
the guardians, direCtors and teachers of their national
fyftems of Education. But, under our happy con~
ftitution, the very great variety of religious denomi-
nations which, in this refpedt, its diverfified citizens
ﬁrofefs, inuﬁ:,rexidcr it excecdingly improper, partial
:;_nd unjuﬂ:'; “

... Besipgs, it fhould be confidered that, fuch a
- partial principle muft be often ruinousin its t\en“dency,
by:difcouraging true- merit and genius ; as well as in
exciting and cherithing fuch felfith prejudices and
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invidious jealoufies as public education ought rather

to be calculated to eradicate, than encourage or pro~
mote.

LeT, then, the governor; the legiflators, and
the enlightened fons of fcience, whether of the cler-
gy or the laity, of every defcription or' denomination,
be theonly patrons, direttors and guardians of what-
ever feminaries have been, or hereafter may be, pub-
licly patronifed in the ftate of Maryland. The pecu.
liar propriety of attending to this confideration; ef-
pecially as it regards a National Univerfity, has been
ftill farther confidered and recommendedin the fub-
fequent effay on that part of the fubjc&. '

ANOTHER obje& of equal magnitudé ‘and im-
portance to the ftate, on the fubjectof education is,
the extent of the plan on’ which it ought to be con-
du@ed. With refpe@ to this it may be obferved, in
the firft place, thatit is very common to find fpecu~
lative theories abound where any field for innovation
or encouragement prefents itfelf. A fafe guide in
d‘eterminiu'g the merit or demerit of all fuch theories
may be to examine them by fuch fyftems as have
accomplithed the greateft proficientsin literature that
the world hath yet produced. - It will be found that-

ancient or modern times have furnithed very few in+’
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deed, who arrived at the zenith of literary merit in
all its various departments, by any other plan than
a perfevering fubmiffion to the well diretted difcip-
line, and progreflive improvement of academical in-
f_tru(?:ion.'. . '

- THoucH it be true, that fome who were pofleff-
ed of diftinguifhéd parts and genias may have acquir-
ed the moft comprehenfive literary knowledge, even
on a very deficient, or empirical plan of education ;
yet in fo importarit an objed to the ftate as public in-
ftru@tion, that which has beer well tried and ap-
proved by experience ought not to be rafhly aban.
doned. Itis, furely, entitled toa decided preference
to mere fpeculative theory.

. A remark, too well founded, with regard to ‘the
prefent tafte for education, apparently moft preva-
Bintin this ftate is, thata very fuperficial and con-
#r4&red plan feems to be gaining groﬁnd. "The di;:}
tates of tmteteft or avarice on the one hand; and the
foft fuggeltions of eafe, indulgence and voluptuouf-
#efs, on theother, appear to incline many to abridge,
88 muchas poffible; that path by which alone youth

* Multa talit:fecitque puer; sudavit et alsit
Abstinuit venere et Baccho : qui Pythia cantat
.Tibicen,. dedicit prius, extimuitque magistrum. :

HOR.
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_ ¢an be conduded to virtue and fcience. But is it
not to bé feared that this abridgement may prevent
many from ever enjoying thefe eneftimable acquifi-
tions ? Every thing moft viluable to the mental or
corporeal conftitution and happinefs of man muft be
the attainment of long, fteady and perfevering at-
tention.

"To the prevalence of a vitiated taﬁe, in educan-
on, oppofite to this obfenatlon, it is owing, that
claffical erudition, a few years fince fo liberally pa-
tronifed by many in the moft pohﬂud places in Ma-
ryland, begins to be exploded.

In the minds of many who confider themfelves
capable of judging on this fubjed, it has been forc.
ed to relinquith its folid and invaluable advan-
tages for a {mattering in French, and the accomplifh-
ments preparatory for the compting-room. With
many it begins to be an obje& of higher 1mpof£'apce
to have young mafter initiated in the fcience of a
fmart or graceful air ; and all the little arcana of fo-
cial pertnefs and conﬁdence, than in the beauties
- of claflical elegance ; or the havmg formed a proper
talte for literary and fcientific aqéomplj(hments. In
an enlightened and free ftate the Graces and Mufes

C
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fhould ever go hand in hand. Wherever the formet’
have been honoured with the preference, there we
may trace that fuperficial and tinfeled national cha-
ratter which, in the eye of the ignorant, may affume
a falfe and temporary fplendour ; but muft ever ap-
pear contemptible in prefence of that found and laft-

ing polifh which a comprehenfive courfe of well di-
redted education can alone confer.

TwE former may be decorated with fuch mere-
tricious charms as may engage the attention of the
{uperficial, or the diffolute.—The latter commands
that refpect which is lafting ; and the more it is ex-

amined will be the more eftimated and admired.

Tuere is another miﬁéke in education into
which, there is reafon to apprehend, fome even of
the moft enlightened havefallen. Having before them
the bright exarriple of fome tranfcendent genius who,
untaught‘by ahy habits of literary difcipline ; unac.
quainted with the forms or fyftems of the {chools,
has, by the diftates of his own vigorous mind, di-
re&ted chiefly to fome favourite ftudy, been enabled
to attain to a higher fphere of excellence in fome de-
partments of fcientific knowledge, than thofe who had
been trained up in the moft celebrated nurferies of

{cholaftic education, fuch have been led to confider
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this as derogatory fram the merit of Academical In-
ftru@ion. Calculating on one or two inftances of
this kind, they have commenced the enthufiaftic vin-
dications ofa new fyftem or plan of literary educati-
on.—Such a plan as would immediately lead the
fcholar into the knowledge or ftudy of the fciences,
without the ufual attention either to the claflics and
ancient languages ; or even to that elementary pre-
paration, on the due attainment of which the tho-

rough acquifition of any fcience muft depend.

" SucH theorifts, however, take but a very par-
tial view of the fubje®. They do not confider the
vaft difference there is iﬁ the natural endowments of
the human mind, efpecially in vyouth. They do not
reflet that the courfle of education fuited to a great
or uncommon genius would be extremely improper
for youth in general. They forget that fome pro-
ceed with a rapidity of progrefs that appears dire&ted
by fomething lhke infpiration ;—while others are
obliged to advance by fuch flow, and almoft imper.
cepuble fteps, that their proficiency is fcarcely appar-
ent; and whom it is neceffary to lead, as it were by
the hand examining every inch of the courfe from
the ﬁmplg(k principles to the moft difficult and ab-
ftrufe.
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From. thefe confiderations it would certainly
appea; mofk proper, in eftablithing, or extenfively pa-
tronifing, a liberal fyftem of education, that it fhould
be _g:nex;glly adapted to the various natural endow-
ments and genius of thole who are to be trained up
by .its difcipline,

- WLk fuch afyftem, inftead of 1mpoﬁng ref'-
traint, thould tend to encourage the ardour of extra-
ofdinary genius and application, it fhould, at fame
time, provide for the moft fuitable nurture of thofé
of flower growth ; yet equally rifing to fome matu.
rity in ‘improvement and knowledge.

" Mo, it is true, on ve’very plan of l!literary in-
ftruction, depends on d'i;é&ing genius to the proper
obje of ‘attainment. " But'it is certain, that a'high-
ly diftinguith:id genius will generally find out that
fubject which is mioft adapted to its own powers ; and
can fcarcely be confined to any other. - It :y\gi']l there-
fore, in general, rife fupé'r‘ié‘rl to that more 'r.eﬁri&:invg'
difcipline which may be anolutc:lytriéceﬂ"af)‘; for thofe

- of weaker®endowments ;’and confequent]y, proves
that a general fyftem of educauon ought rather to
Be adapred to thofe whofe parts may be more pro-
perly affigried to mediocrity, than to excellence.

. .Somg are found to have taken up the opinion
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¢that the acquifition of the Greek and Latin langua.
ges ; theminutiz of their grammars ; and a-well
formed tafte for .the beauties of the ancient claffical
writers, ‘hasa tendency to‘damp natural genius'; per-
vert its powers and mifapply its' attention:® ‘It is;
however, to be apprehended that this opinion arifes
chiefly from the caufe alrexdy affigned ; together
with the ill-judged modes on which education of that
kind has been too generally condufted ;—As alfo
from that’v_ariety of obftru@ions which the ftudent of
general fitcrature is frequently obliged to encounter
trom the want of proper opportunities of improve-
ment ; and not {feldom from the negligence or indul-
gence of pirénts or guardians,

It rhay fafely be prefumed, that no extraordi.
nary genius has ever been injured by the acquifition
of any part of knowledge or literature, provided it
has been properly conduéted or inculcated on the.
mmd Mif.direted in its object it may have been;
but, arﬁi‘cm the various departments of literary ac-
qulﬁtlon, and that diverfity of fubjeds it opens on
the mmd fuch mxf dxrefhon tends, frequently, to
promote the general mtereﬁs of cience. It is thus

that each fubje& of human knowledge becomes, in,

. * See Dodor Rufh’s eloquent eulogium on David Rittenhoufe.
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its turn, the favourite obje& of ftudy and attain.
ment., It may probably preve,ht, an individual from
attaining to diftinguthed eminence in fome particu.
lar branch or department; yet, admitting a'general
fyftem of education be adopted, true genius will be
found to fele&, and give a preference to that fubject
to whlch it is beft adapted and in which it is moft
!1k,ely to become confpicuous.

~ SixCE, to a generally enlightened comfnunity,
it is of iméortance that every part of human know-
ledge, whether of the ufeful or ornamental kind,
fhould be patronifed with the foftering hand of libe-
rality énd care; it would appear to be the moft pro-
mifing mean to promote this, that the field for in.
telle&tual improvement, or the efforts of genius,

fhould be left as wide, and as varigated as poffible.

It is only on fuch a foundation that it could be

calculated to ‘afford ample fcope and fuitable difcip-
line to the exceedingly diverfified endowments to

be found in the mental conftitution of the youth of v
a whole ftate or nation. * To this important confide-
ration on the fubje&, as well as to the more diftin-
guthed walks of fcience, fhould the attention be
turned in providing, publicly, for the means, but
efpecially, in the dire&ion, of a liberal fyftem of lite.
rary educatiom '
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In certain ftages or periods of human fociety,
as well as in certain local fituations, one method of
eltablithing the means of public inftru@ion may be
preferable to another, merely on account of being
more peculiarly adapted to that particular period

or fituation in which the ftate or community may
be then placed.

TiE peculiar circumftances, dnd prefent fitua-
tion, of the ftate of Maryland, with regard to educa-
tiony as in other refpeéts, whether in a focial or local
point of view, muft be beft known to its govern-
ment and legiflature. It may, however, be obferv-
ed, that in every new country, ﬁmilarly' circum-
ftanced, it thould be no more than juft policy, when
any plan of public patronage, for promotmg public
improvement, is contemplated ; and to which the
people are generally called upon to contribute, thit
the common intereft fhould take the lead.

In providing the means of public education, xf
this principle prevail, it ought to excite the ftate le'-'
giflature to attend, particularly, to thofe who are
molt likely to be deprived of the ad: Jantaore of fuch

an inftitution. This view of the fubjet alfo ﬂrongly
~ corrobotates what has been obferved in behalf of the
propriety of laying the foundation of the fyftem,
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in the eftablifiment of proper or fuitale introdu&to-
ry feminaties, rather than inconverting the greater
part of the public fupport to,the temporary advance-.
ment of one or two fchools, or colleges.

THe higheft advantage to be derived by the
ftate. from thefe muft be only-of a partial natute ;
and confequently muft fall far fhore of extending
the means of . proper literary information to the
great body of the citizens. - But, as has been already:
abferved, the intereft, dignity and importance, as
well as the utility or advantage -of fuch feminaries
muft depend, in a great degree, on well -direCted
fubordinate fchools or academies. In introducing
youth to a competent knowledge of the fciences, it
has ever been found neceflary to proceed from elémen-
tary principles. Perhaps, in the eftablifhment of a
proper fyftem of fchools for the acquifition of thefe
fciences, a fimilar mecthod is equally neceflary.—
Let pi'opqr initiating feminaries be ficlt patronifed
. and inftituted ; and the necefﬁtjof liberally fupport-
i:ng the ﬁate-cbllege or univerfity willnot only be ob-
ﬁg_tgd, but, in fome eflential refpeéts,” provided for’
and fecured.

ITisa juft fubje@ for public regret that, for
thefe few years paft, the caufe of education through-
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out this ftate hasnot progreffed equally with its profs
perity and rifing profpe@s. In fome of the molft
opulent fituations, to whatever caule it may be ow-
ing, theinftitution of well conduted feminaties ap-
pears to be lefs attended to than when they had lefs
means of being liberal. Itis trae, fome laudable
attempts have been made by particular religious bos
dies, which have had a partial fuccefs ; but even fup+

pofing fuch to be free from the ditates of that defer-
ence which all fuch bodies muft ever pay to them-

felves and whatever is under their dire&ion, it;
by nomeans, can manifeflt any proof of the liberality
of our ftate in patronifing education, that fuch par-
ticular bodies of her citizens have been moft zealous
and munificient in this refpec.

THe tendency of the influential partiality na-
turally infeparable from fuch bodies, has already
been noticed ; and is again brought into view, on.
ly to enforce the propriety of afligning the patron-
age and eftablilhment of public inftrution only
to the province of the higheft civil or legiflative
‘authority in the ftate, as the alone conftituted

guardian of whatever may promote its gene:al prof:
perity and improvement.

D
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- -1In"the profecution of the fubfequent éffay;
the different feminaries calculated to provide for the
fupport of education on a liberal and extenfive plan,
iris prefumed, may, with equal propriety, be fujred
to one ftate, as to many. The equal diftribution
of the means of jmprovement is, certainly, a moft
defireable objed.” Primary or townfhip {chools ;
and couhty academies appear to be beft calculated
for this purpofe,—and were the minds of the com.
munity as well convinced of the impartancé of an
uniform eftablifhed fyftem of national education ag
they ought to be, it would not be confidered an in.
furmountable expence to introduce and efiablifh
fuch in every county of Maryland.

CouLp the publie mind be fully impreffed with
this truth, that their interef, their charalter, their
freedom and their happinefs depend on the ftate of
the education of their yauth, furely we thould wite
refs no patriatic exertions mare zealouily or gene.
rally called forth; or more muniﬁcemly-fupporvted,
than a well digefted fyllem of public education. -

WERE fuch {chools and academies inftituted in
each county in the ftate agreeably to the plan laid down
in the effay, the ftate-college would foon be placed
on the moft refpetable foundation, at leaft, with
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refpe®t to the number of its fludents. This ftate
alone would produce as many a$ might afford full:
¢mployment to the moft refpettable body of profef-
fors. It might, probably, require the lapfe of a
few years ere fuch a {yftem could be fully compleat-
ed; yet if the foundation were well laid either in.
the inftitution of primary {chools or county acade-
mies, though its progrels on account of the other
exigencies of the ftate would be flow, it might, by
proper attention, be progrefiing to ftill higher and
higher maturity and prefetion. Such afoundation
moft of the neighbouring ftates have already laid;
and thall MARYLAND that has ever been among the
foremoft in whatever concerned the public happi-
nefs, or intereft of the union, be among the /u/2 in
the divine work of public inftru&ion ? No~-It is on
the beft authority we are warranted in the expe&ta-
tion that this fubjec is about to receive that refpecta-
ble attention to which it fo juftly lays claim—that
there is none the government or legiflature have more
at heart ;. and that an improved extenfion of its ad-

vantages has been, and now'is contemplated.

It has been owing to this information that I
have prefumed to addrefs your Honourable Body on
this occafion; and fhould confider it as the moft fa-

tisfaltory circumftancein my life, fhouldany obfer-
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vations drawn from my long profeflional experience,
be well received and haveany, even the fmalleft ten-

dency, to turn your attention to this moft import-
‘ant of all fubje&s to the happinefs of any people.

Various are the confiderations which fhould

influence you, gentlemen, to an early and effectual
attention to this bufinefs.

It has, in every age, been the genuine charac-
teriftic of civil liberty, that under its cherifhing aul-
pices the maft general, if not the moft munificient
encouragement has been givén to the improvement
of the human mind. Perhaps, in the pofleffion,
and under the happy adminiftration, even of fuch a
government as that of the UNITED STATES, it
would be no bad creterion for trying the various
fenfe of their civil rights and political advantages
which may be manifelted in different local fituations
of the Union, to afcertain the degree of attention
paid to the interefts of education. Ignorance, more

- efpecially literary ignorance; has ever been the pa-
rent, and ftupid nurfe of civil flavery—and in pro-
portion as this ignarance prevails, or is diffipated, {o

.. are men, in every fituation, more or lefs difpofed ta

. {upport the interefts of civil liberty, or political

: happinels. Ilence it has happened, and ever will
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happen, that defpots either in religion or in pelitics
have uniformly fought to maintain their tyrannical
fyftems over the minds of men, by keeping thole

minds in the gloom of a ftupid, uninformed ftate

of ignorance and infenfibility.

WHERZVER we have an opportunity of obferv-
ing any ftate, legiflature or commonwealth ; or even,
any diftinguithed characters, unfolicitous about the
means of diffeminating public inftrudlion ; there,
we may be aflured, the principles of defpoti{m, and
ambitious encroachment, have taken root.

Ix this place, I cannot refift the fuggeftion that,
from this view of the fubje, prefents itfelf to my
mind, of the propriety and juftice of oblerving that,
throughout the hiftory of that public, and moft il-
lultrious living chara&ter which America, or the .
world can now boalft, there has Leen no trait or fea-
ture in it that has afforded a more convincing proof
of his pure regard for civil liberty ; and its lafting

| ér immort'al exiftence among his fellow-citizens, than
his uniform patronage and liberal encouragement of
?ublic education.

To the mind whole higheft, and moft exquifite
- enjoyment is conftituted by the profpect of theame.
lorating ftate of the improvement and happinefs of
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his countty and the human race—The laurels of the
I-]ERO, or the triumphs of the Warrior are but fe.
condary recommendations amidft thofe noble and
difenterefled exertions which a WASHINGTON
has propofed, fupported and recommended to his
country for the cftablilhment of national literature

and {cience.

In the eye of philofophy—in the eye of all the
gxcellent ones of the earth, thefe teftimonies of a
pure, uncorrupted {pirit of patriotiim and republi-
can virtue will live tobreathe their {ragrant influence
over the memory of that truly great zan, when the
trophies of the field, together with the monument
that reccrded ti]e_m, thro’ the laple of ages, fhall
have loft the:ir; luftre; or become the mouldering
vitims of natural diffolution.

Tae illuftrious example of fucha chara&er is
one of the greateft bleflings heaven can beftow on
any people, more efpecially in the infantine ftate of
their national government. Is it not then ferioufly
to be regretted that this moft amiable part of fuch
an example and fuch a chara&er thould be the leaft
honoured, applauded or imitated by a free and en-
lightened people? Isit not a. too manifelt proof
that the predominant principle in our public or na.




o3 1
tional tafte; as well as in our civil policy, has not
been always directed to its moft excellent or praife-
worthy obje&? Does it not afford an undeniabla
evidence, that there exilt other objects more influens.

tial in calling forth national munificence and patrios
tic exertions than the interefts of intellectual im-
provement and the general diffufion of knowledge.

By fome it may be confidered as indulging toa
much in Eutopian ideas, to look for fuch perfection
in any ftate as that which would influence it to con-
fider no poflible neceflity under which it may belaid,
either in peace or war, more powerful or energeticin
its operation than the claims on that national muni.
ficence which would provide for the liberal and ju-
dicious eftablithment of the general means of intellec-
tual improvement. A ' '

THERE appears, however, to be no ablolute
or natural impoflibility in providing for fuch means,
fo as to prevent fuch public zeal and fpirit being call
ed forth in the caufe of virtue, knowledge and hap-
pinefs. No free country, furely, ought to defpair
of fecing the exiftence of fuch a national fpirit ; and
much lefs fhould it be negligent in exciting and
calling it forth on all proper occafions. That thiis s a ‘

flate which yet exifts among us only in the flattering
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egions of hope,—That it is a ftate to which we are¢
not fufficiently ambitious to attain, were there not’
other proofs every where exhibited, the manner in
which the fubje& of inftituting a National Usiverfity
pafied through the great legiflative council of the
‘nation, may abundantly teftify.

Is it to the honour of the freeft country on earthi
-—of the vindicators of that national independence
which never could have originated, much lefs exifts
ed, but from the enlightened independence of the
pui)lic mind, that the wifdom, pl;ilanthropy and pa.
trioti{m of that man, “ Who Unites all Hearts,” has
never been treated even with the appearance of difs
refpet, fave in his liberal endeavours to cherifh in-

to maturity and perfection the all important obj.& of
an uniform national educatwn ?

BuT to retura to what is more particularly ap-
plicable to the ftateof educationin Maryland,—Some
confiderations ftill remain which may merit the at=

tention of her legiflators.

In the firft place,—It might be ufeful if the le:
giflature would, periodically, at the end of ever}
two years, adopt fome method of enquiring into thc
ftate of fuch feminaries as are already inftituted—ei-
ther by fome perfon appointed to infpett them, or
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by a returned report from their truftees or vifitors,
which report fthould be publithed for the infpe&ion
of the ftate. .

SucH a meafure would be falutary on many ac-
counts. The legiflature would thus afcertain in
what refpets they chielly required their patronage
or aid ; and conlequently be prepared for fupplying
them in what they were deficient ; or encouraging
them if liberally founded and conduéted. |

A proper inveftigation fhould alfo be made in~
to the ftate of literary education in each diftri& or
county, in order to afcertain where it might be moft
proper to form fome inftitutions, provided no gener
ral [yftem could be yet adopted over all the ftate. -

It is highly worthy of the moft mature deliber-
ation of the legiflature whether it would not be bets
ter to difpofe of whatever pecuniary aids or endow-
- ments they are enabled to grant in affixing certain
falaries for teachers or profeffors of approved merit in
Juch fituations as required them, tham to expend thofe
grants in providing buildings and accommodations.
1t is prefumed that the adjoining inhabitants of the
townthip or county might provide a -proper houfe
fuited to their circumftances or refources ; and that
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it wou]d be found to terminate highly to the mter-
cft of educatton, if the legtﬂature would confer then‘
grants on fuch teachers, and fuch only, as (hould be
cert:ﬁed to have merited them by perfevenng ufeful-
nefs i m thetr profe{ﬁon

" WitHouT attending to this, confiderable fums
may be expended by the Rate in erelling proper
buildings for {chools and academies, and afterwards
thele remarn as ufelefs plles for want .of - proper
teachers to occupy them. But were certam, ﬁxed
faianes to be pald by the iegtﬂature, tutors “of ap-
proved ment would be eafily procured ; and there
are few ﬁtuatmns in the ftate where they WOuld not
be able to raife a fuitable houfc for the educauon of
their children, fo bemg they had, afterwards, fome
public a1d and encouragement in procuring and fup—
porting a tutor of abilities and reputation.

- Trisnotto be inferred from what has been .
here obferved, that the legxﬂature fhould provide an-
adequate falary or fupport for the teacher or teach-
£rs in each of the county femnaries, or primary
fchools. Ttis contemplated that fuch a fum only,
ihoul’d be granted by the aﬁ'embly as, together with
a moderate price for the annual ‘{umon of each ﬂu-
dent, would cnable the county or,‘ townﬂnp to pro-
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eure and employ inftruétors of the firft reputation,
This, the legiflature may affure themfelves, is an
;bje& of the higheft moment to the interefts of pub-

lic inftru&ion.— Even fuperior to the provxdmg of
fuitable buildings and accomodations, however

conveniently fituated ; or judicioufly and liberally
defigned or executed,

IT too often happens that tutors or profeﬁ'ors
are not only approved by prcjudxce, intereft, or ca-
price; but allo corrupted by placing their emolu-
rent on fuch a foundation, as to render them, in a-
great meafure, independent of their profeflional in-
duftry and exertions. ~ Every inftitution fo ‘circum-
ftanced, with refpett to its” profeffors, is defe&xve.
But a modeérate patronage from the public, fo as not
to place the teachers independent on profeffional
charater would have a happy effet. It would re-
leive their minds from thofe - anxieties which arife
from pecuniary embarraffiment ; and at the fame time,
could afford no effetual check to apphcanon and di-
ligence. : ' o :

T In order to reduce theﬁ: obfervations to fome
'more pra&xcable form, it may be neceﬁ'ary at pre-
fent to add only the followmg pamculars

SHOULD the legxﬂamre ﬁnd themfelves enabled" '
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to aftord general and effetual. aid, let, in the firft
place, fome fuitable annual falary be offered to each
county or diftri& #hat may have certificd ts them, that.
they have erefted a proper building for a county
fchool or academy, fhould the affembly think fuch
feminaries fufficient for the prefent—or if they pre-
fer two or three townfhip fchools in each county, a
fuit'able falary for the teachers of thofe fchools,
It would, however, be proper that the legiflature
fhould require fi'om thofe to whom they made fuch
grants, that they fhould provide thofe buildings,
whether for a countyacademy, or townthip fchools,
on aplan to be direCted by the committee of the afs
fembly on the fubjett of education.

WreN it has been ‘certiﬁtd to the legiflature,
that fuch houes or buildings have been compleat-
ed, agreeably to their att for that purpofe,—leta
competent number of truftees or vifitors be incor-
porated'by att of affembly for each of thofe acade-
miss, or fchools. The bufinels of thofe vifitors
fhould be to fuperintend diligently and regularly
the cqnd_u& and progrefs of the inftitution ;—and
to be éhg xeceivérs of the annual falary from the
]egiﬂaﬁirc in behalf of fuch tutors or mafters, and

fuch only, as under their paf;icﬁlar infpe&ion had
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fteadily, ably and faithfully difcharged the i lmpor—
tant trult repofed in them.

IT fhould alfo be pravided by the fame ad,
that the mafter or retor of the éoumy academy be,
ex officio, a truftee during incumbency,—and it
would be found no lefs neceffary, if practicable, that
the affembly fhould require fome penal refponfibili-
“ty from all fuch truftees or vifitors, when found
deficient in fo important and facred a truft, through
careleflnefs or negled. "

To enfure fuccefs and profperity to any general
plan, the public mind 6ught to be prepared for its
favourable reception ; otherwife, however corred in
theory, difficulties will embarrafs its advancement.
Heretofore any attempts at fuch a plan have failed ;
owing probably to a with of having fuch a fyftem as
would diffufe the fame advantages to all the counties
in the ftate at the fame time, even though few of
them had difcovered an equally landable zeal to be
among the firft in promoting the intereft of literature.
It muft furely be the duty of every enlightened legif-
lature to cherith and call forth the emulation of the.
public to whatever may promote the happinefs of the
ftate. On this principle, then, fhould the affembly
patronile fuch feminaries as have been already eftab-
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l}fhed .and commit themfelves by a public notifica.
txon that whenever the inhabitants of any county
{hould ere& fuitable buildings for a fchool oracade-
my, on a liberal foundation, the government fhould
lend the public aid to the promotion of its profperis
ty and fupport. This could not fail to excite a fpi-
rit of emulation among the literary of each county,
and the ftate might foon have the happinefs. of fee-
i;,ng cdugasiqn generally encouraged without any of
thofe murmurs which are commonly the gonfequence
?f coxhpulfory plans. ,

Suouwp it ftil] be atked, why ought one coun-
ty to draw money, through-the medium of patron.
age, from the public treafury in preference to ano-
ﬂier? ~On’ this principls it might be juftly replied,
in order that they, too, fhould be entitled to all the
advantages of the fame preference as foon as it had
becn mented by ﬁmllar liberality and exertions.

Ix the eftablifament of any fyftem for the public
good, it muft partake of fome fhare of culpability
not to provide, as far as poffible, for thar which may
prove a reparation to the greateflt deficiency. To
this it is hoped the legiflature fo foon as ‘they take
up this fubjec, will pay that attention which it mies
rits, . For this reafon it has been here repeatedly
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urged as of the firft impo'rtance.v To fuch as allow
themfelves to examine ifltg’ the prefent ftate of edu-
cation in Maryland, I think there hardly can exift a
doubt, but that the great defideratum is, the procur-
ing of a competent number of well qualified inftruc-
tors.  As already obferved, there are few, if any,
counties in the ftate incompetent to the eXpeh,ce of
ereing fuitable buildings, provided they are once
properly imprefled with the advantage and meceflity
of fuch inﬂitutions—-Bu‘t a p‘ower?ul enicentive to
this impreffion would certairly be the aid 'of the le-
giflature in procuring, encouraging and fupporting
well qualified teachers.: The meré fame or-reputa-
tion of fuch liberality'in our legiflature Would in-
duce profeflors of reputation -to: refort ‘to” Mary-

. land as the htera.ry patronefs of fcience, vn’tue ‘and
talents.

SeourLp the legiflature prefer offering their fufn-
port on fuch voluntary terms to thé feveral counties
that thould apply for it iit is -prefumed that proper
and feafonable aid afforded to the farward, togcther
with the manifeft advantages derived from it, might
more effectually operate in exciting fuch as were
tardy in the bufinefs, than any pecdniary grant con-
fered previous to their being fully imprefled with
the neceflity or importance of fuch an' inftitution;
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fo as to make, in its behalf, equally liberal cxertis
ons with their neltrhbours

IT might be enjoined on the Jufhces of the fe.
veral county courts, where any endowed fchool or

feminary was eftablithed, to give in charge to the
grand jury fuch parts of that law which impofed a
penalty on any perfon or perfons who refufed or
neglected to purfue the dire&ions of the fame ; and
that highly important truft, for the faithful execu-
tion of which they had been incorporated.

THE legiflature muft be beft able to judge whes
ther it be moft fuitable to the genius of the confti
tution of the ftate, and its prefent circumftances,
in every point of view, to difpofe of any contemplat-
ed aid on the above voluntary terms on the part of
the different counties ; or to provide for an eftablifh=
ment by an obligatory aét upon all.

It appears, that the affembly of the ftate of
Virginia, by their late provxﬁpnary act, in behalf of
public education, have not left it to the option of the
counties to ere&t the proper buiildings for carrying
their planinto effet. Each county is thercby obli-
gated to have them -prepared in a given time.

THoucH there be every reafon to believe that
the general body of the citizens of this ftate, may
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be as fenfibly imprefled with the neceflity and ims
portance of fome public exertions being made by
them in behalf of education, as thofe of any other
part of the Union ; yet it is obvious, that obligato-
ry alts are two often neccflary, in order to provide
againft that procraflinating difpofition, which fre-
quently retards many from exerting themfelves,
in behalf even of that which they may have mucir’

at beart.

LecisLATive aid, on this bfam, whether the
county academies, or the primary fchools be, firft,
preferred, would not interfere, or be inconfiltent
with, the fyftem of public education laid down in
the fubfequent eflay, thould it or any fimilar -uni-
form n-ational‘ inftitution be, at a more favourable

future period, eftablithed by the UNiTED STATES,

TueRre is, indeed, but too little ground for
being fo fanguine as to expe&.fuch a fyltem can
completely be .adopted before we arrive at a more
general, as well as more advanced ftage of progref-
five improvement than we can boaft at prefent.
Any acad(elé"*;;fhowever, towards it, fhould "be
confidered not only highly conducive to the henour,

intereft and happinefs of this or any particular-ftate

F
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that patronifed them; but alfo to the general wel-
fare and prolperity of the union.

SucH, Gentlemen, are the few introdutory
oblervations I have prefumed, with due deference,
to lay before your honourable body in particular,
and the public in general,~-Though confcioufnefs
of their great imperfe&ion and deficiency fhould,
perhaps, have diGtated the prudence and propriety of
leaving a fubje& of fo much importance to greater
and more refpectable abilities; yet, in a caufe like
this, Itruft even a mite will be well received ;—As
it is conceived to be the duty of every man who is
in pofleffion of even a mite, to pay it into the public
ftock of information on whatever concerns the ad-

vancement of the profperity or imptovement of that
community in which he exifts.

It has not been attempted, either in this
addrefs, or the fublequent effay, to introduce any
lengthened declamation on the paft, prefent or fu-
ture advantages of public education to any commu-
nity. This, itistrue, might have prefented a more
{pacious and flowery field. Had it been the defign
of the writer to dwell upon fuch views of the fub-
je€t it might, it is true, have exhibited fcenes that
would have entertained thofe who read from no
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other motive than the momentary enjoyment of gra.
tifying their fancy or their tafte. Such muft be
highly difappointed, then, who have expetted any
fuch amufement amidft the dry arrangement of di-
dattic fyftems.

To you, Genilemen, and the enlightened part
of the public, this might juftly have been conceived
‘as little fuperior to a fpecies of infult. To have
dwelt on the national ad\;antages of national educa-
‘tion, in the prefent enlightened age of the world,
would appear like an eulogium on the benefits of the
light of the fun to the folar fyftem. It would only
be recalling to your view and memory all the moft
eloquent and fplendid encomiums of the ableft writ-’
ers, moft fublime geniufes, and enlightened philofo-
phers who have diffufed the rays of literary illumi-

nation over the ancient or modern world.

In the prefent eventtul periodin the hiftory of
g0vemmen’ts'and nations ; while, on the one hand,
po;verful combinations have been formed to lay the
axe to the root of the tree of ciwil liberty, by its
old and hereditary enemies ;—and on the other,

while fome of thofe revolutionary nations who avow-
éd themfelves its champions and advocates, in be-

half of themfelves and others, appear to be afluim-
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ing it, orly as a cloak for encroachment, pluncer
and felf agzrandizement ;—while the free and inde-
pendent genius of our government has been, alter-
nately, threatened by thofe convulfive afailants ;—
Be it the glory of the legiflators of Maryland, and
united Columbia, to be equally employed in defend-
ing her againft the menacing fhafts of foreign de-
fpotifm or wild ambition ;—and in patronifing what-
ever internal regulations or difcipline may be condu.
cive to the improvement, profperity, happinefs and

fecurity of all her citizens,

Unpkr the direcion and all-powerful protec-
tion of that Being, who is the ineffable fource of
all knowledge, exccilence and happinefs, attainable
by man, in the prefent progreflive ftage of his im-
provement, that all your deliberations, in that ex-
emplary fphere to which they have been raifed, may
tend to promote all that can render your country
highly dignified amidft the moft free, happy and en-
lrightened nations of the earth, is, Gentlemen, the .
fincere and fervent prayer of your moft devoteds
molt obedient, and very humble
. Servant,

. SAMUEL KNOX.
Frederick-town, S ,

Nov. 3cth 1798,
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ADVERTISEMENT.

ryy N

: _ﬁ_ IiE. American Philofophical Society offered
laft year, among other premiums, one of an hun.
dred collars ¢ for the beft Syftem of liberal Educa-
tion and literary infirution, adapted to the genius
of the Government of the United States ; compre-
hending alfo a plan for inftituting and conduling
public fchools in this country, on principles of the
moft extenfive -utility ”—They referved to them.
felves, however, the right of giving, in all cafes, fuch
part only of any premium propofed, as the per-
formance thould be adjudged to deferve; or of with-
holding the whole, if it fhould appear to have no
merit above what may have been before publithed on
the {ubject. But candidates were affured that the
Society would always judge 'liberally of their feveral

claims.
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Varrous communications having, in confequence,
been received, the Society, ata ftated meeting, hcld.
on the 15th of December, 1797, proceeded to the
adjudication of the premium. A'though none of
the Syftems of Education then under review appear-
ed to them fo well adapted to the prefent ftate of
Society in this country, as could be wifhed; yét
conﬁder’in'g the fuperior merit of two of the perfor-
mances, the one entitled, ¢ An Eflay on Educati-
on;” the other, ¢ Remarks on icducation : Illuftrat-
“¢ing the clofe connection between Virtue and wif
“dom: To which is annexed, a fyltem of liveral
Education ;> the Society adjudged to each of the
authors a premium of 5o dollars, and ordered the
Effays to be p,uBli[hed. On opening the fealed
letters accompanying thefe performances, it appear-
ed that the former was written by the Rev. SAMUEL
KNOX, ¢f Bladenfburg, Marylind; and the latter
by SAM.UEL H. SMITH of £ hiladelphia.

. Extr'aé? from the minutes,

JONATHAN WILLIAMS,
. : One of the Secretaries.
Philadelphia, December 15th, 1797.
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To the attention of the AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL
SoCIETY, the enlightened, impartial and patriotic
patrons of literature and fcience, the following
effay is moft refpe@fully fubmitted—founding its
chief claim to their notice, not on any fetion
or part of it,‘ feparately confidered, but on the
whole as an entire, general, uniform, national
plan—accomodated not only to future improve-
ment in the fciences, but alfo preferving what
hath already been fo liberally done in behalf of
public education by the UniTep STaTES of
AMERICA,




Eﬁy on Education.
Seéﬁon Flri’c

" 4w Fuerit argumentum, quod in pueris elucet spes pl
rimorum: qu# cum emoritur =ztate, manifeftum eft non natu-
ram defecifle, sed euram.

Qxinh Ioft.

Em‘réATion.is' the training up of the human
mind by the acquifition of fciences calculated to
extend its knowledge and pramote its improvement.
Accordlng to the attention paid to it, and the plan
on which it is condugted, it becomes more or lefs
vhfcful to fociety, but feldom fails to improve and ele-
vate the powers of the mind abave theit. natural ftate;

THoUGH. we have been eminently endowed by
the great Author of our exiftence with a ftru&ture
of body and faul fuperior to all other animals ; yet
experience evidently manifefts that, without the aid

G
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other, mankind, inftead of improving their mental
faculties, too foon degenerate to a ftate of deplora-
ble ignorance ; and evidently below that degree of
dignity'aﬂigned them in the fcale of exiftence, amidft
the works of God. B

Fon a confirmation of this trutb were any
neceflary, we have only to obferve the uninftru&ted
condu& of human life where grofs ignorance and
barbarifm prevail. As the diamond in the mine
contrafts an’ incruftation of drefs; fo doth the
mind of man, when unenlightened by inftru&ion,
or atts of refinement. It would require confiderable
progrefs in education, to be able even to defcribe
the differénce between. ‘the mind of: an Efquimaux
Indian and the late Bepjamin Franklin’; : or be-
tween that of an-Hottentot andSir Ifaac Newton’s.

I'r ma}f nol reqmre, however, much explana-
tloh to delineate its advantagcs to mankmd in gene-
ral ; the mott i 1guorant are in fome degree fenﬁblc
of thefe, and are often heard to regret the want of
Toeans of educauon or- xmpro\rcment.

THE nature of our conﬂxtunon of mmd ap-

or fcxencc depend», ina great meafme, on our ex-
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ertions for that purpofe, = Our improvemeat com-
mences, when the firft principles of educé;ioé.arq
imprefled upon the mind ; and the proggeﬁ}vpﬁfé—.
ficiency we make affords the moft refined happi-
nefs we can poffibly epjoy in our prefent ftate,
The neceflary application and indui)ry which 3
proper courfe of education requires are no diminu-
tion of this happinefs, more efpecxally when we con-
fider thatthe degree of our knowledge and hterary
acquifitions fo much depends on diligence and ex-

Cl’[lOD.

‘Frowm conﬁdermg the various faculues of the
human mind, itwould appear that its great guthpr
had formed it for a progreflive courfe of in_)p,rové}l
ment. Even in the infantine ftate curiofity prompts,
and that earneftly, to inquiry and knowledge.—
The external fenfes arg fo many inlets to the trea-
fures of the mind ; and are in every refpc& fuited,

toits moft ardent refearchcs, its moﬁ mdu{’trxous ap-
plication,

- Tuaieveral facu]nes of the mind, apprehenfi-
on, perceptian, reafon, judgment and memory,are
all envigorated and improved by exercife. In-
dcad it is only by habits of apphcauon and exerti-
an that theu' ﬁrength of va\ue can be rendcred
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émirently confpicuous or fervmeabfe Such edu-
éationt or difcipline as may be moff conducive tor
this ‘effe& fhould be mof¥ highly eftecmed and dili--
gently coltivated. To megle ‘the cultivation of
thefe powers, is to negle® what conftitutes man’s
Higheft dignity; and to enlarge or impower them
is to promote not bn_ly:r his beft interefts, but alfo;
his higheft happinefs as a rational and intelligent’
being.

Ox the fubje& of litérary improvement the
cnlargement of the powers of the mind is often too,
little regarded 4s an obje& of 1mportance The
acquifition of a few ufeful or ornamrental arts and
fciences is confidered as indifpenfible; while atthe-
fame time little account is made, by many, of the!
high advantage the mind receives, from enlargmg:
the ftock of its ideas; from acquiring habits of ate
tention, and being conftantly exercifed in inventi-.

om, reafoniﬁg, memnory and refleition.

It is then the deﬁgn of a liberal courfe of edu-’
cauon to call forth all the latent powers of the hu-
man mmd to give exertion to natural genius; to .
dire& the powers of tafte and criticifm, and to re-
fine and polifh, as well as to exefcife, ftrenghten
and dired, the whole economy of the mental fyftem.
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Bu the various operations of the mind, how;
gver well arranged, combined and direited, would
lofe the moft important part of their. efficacy or
ﬁtility, but for the organs and powers of expreffion,
by which they are communicated; and by whic_l;
they, reciprocally, receive and convey additional
augmentations of knowlcdgé through various chan-
nels of information, :

Haxce the importance of ftudying language,
not only as it is the great bond of human fociety,
but more efpecially as the vehicle of inftru&tion
and mutual communication.

Hanp there never been more than one uniform
language among men, it might poffibly have much’
facilitated the means of acquiring knowledge; yet
it may be doubted whether in that cafe the ftock of
human knowledge would have been as extenfive
as it is at prefent. It is true that were the attention
confined to one language, it would acquire a more
compleat knowledge of it than of one derived from
a plurz'slity of lau«dageé tut it may be readily con-
celved that the coploufnefs of any modern 1anouage
nas been owing toa dlverﬁtv of. lauguages and con-
fequgtntly the more comprchenﬁve, COPIOUS and
¢nrxched any language hath become, fo much thf‘
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be;terjig its acquifition calculated to enlarge our
ftock of ideas, and our knowledge of various kinds.

. Asan iptrodzi&ibp to the arts and fciences the
x:noﬁ approved literary difcipliue hath preflcribed,
with great propriety, an early attention to the gram.
matical and critical knowledge of thofe languages
to which the vernacular is moft indebted, and in
which zlfo the moft renowned philofophers, hifto-
rians, poets and men of letters, have wntten and

rccordcd the fruus of their ﬁudles.

AN attention to the proper 'acquiﬁtion even of any
one ]aﬂguage is of itfelf no inconfiderable courfe of
progrefﬁve improvement in knowledge, and during
the }ears of childhood is, certaialy, the beft fy~
ftemn of literary inftru@ion, whether we view it
with refpeét to the enlargement of the mental pow-
ers, or the 2t:ainment of fuch knowledge as is fuited

tothe tender age, that could poflibly be culivated.

During the childhood of life the faculties of
the mind have not attained fufficient vigo;;r or ma-.
turity for the acquifition of the higher departments
of litegaitggg, or a clofe inveftigation of the more
abftrufe {ciences. During this petiod, therefore, the
ftudy of fpeech or language is not enly the beft fuit-

“- - -
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ed to this ftate; but is alfo moft proper as a’prepa«
ration for {cientific improvement. - - '

Tuz ftudy and therough knowledge of the na-
tive language ought to be the leading confidetation 3
and to thofe whofe views or profeflions are not to be
dependent on the higheft degree of literary eruditis

on, that language well acquired may ferve every
neceffary purpofe.

Burt without a proper knowledge of the learn-
ed languages, from which fo conﬁderable a fhare of
ours is derived, it is impoffible it can be acquired
in the higheft degree of perfe@ion. The mere com-
paring or contrafting of twa languages together muft
afford confiderable improvement to the mind. . But
the chief advantagc, perhaps, which it derives there-
from, confifts in the exercife of its various powers m
tranflating from one language to another, and con-

fequently in fe]e&mg and applying the moft proper
and fuitable words and phrafes for exprefling the

meaning or fpirit of the author. - Tafte, memory
and refleCtion are all employed ' in ;tbia exercife,
which from its'nature cannot fail, if preperly-dire@
‘ed, to acquire thé moft general -and éxtenﬁve know-
ledge of the language. RN

Irisa hackneyed argument by many agamﬁ a
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claffical education, that all the authors in the dead
languages, of any.eminence; have been tranflated
into Englith, and confequently that ‘the fcholar’s
time has been jll applied in tranflating what has beent
already done to his hand. Such, however muft
neither have attended to thefe confiderations, nor
guly weighed the advantages which the tender mind
reccives by fuch exercifes, as well with regard ta
things as words, and that too at an age not well
ﬂdapted to more arduous literary ftudiess

INpEED in the very pronunciation and phrafe:
- ology of our language the ingenious mind, prond
to literary acquifitions and refearches, could not be
fatisfied without fome knowledge of the original
languages. Let a youth, never introduced to any
knowledge of Latin,. be atked, why his colle&ion of
books is ftyled a /ibrary ? and-the anfwer, it is pre-
fumed, will amply jultify this obfervation; -

t : " CoxsibErATIONS, however, of much higher
importance may manifeft the impropriety of exclud
ing ‘the ftudy of the Latin and Greck languages
from a fyftem of'liberal and polite education. ~ It is
only from'the ftudy of thefe and other languages that
‘the improvement of our own- language can be pro-
moted by attending to the principles of univerfal

p——a .



I s7 1

grammar; and the confequent enlargement of the
mind from fuch literary views. '

In painting and {(tatuary, it has been confider-
ed an advantage of the higheft confequence with all
thofe who have a view to excellence to have ftudi-
ed the moft exquifite models of the ancient fchools.
In the ftruGure and various compofitions in our
language, muft it not alfo be equally advantageous
and importaat to have laid before us the moft finifh«
ed produtione of antiquity, whether of rhetoricians,
and orators, or philafophers, hiftorians and poets ?
From this view then it is not merely language that
is to be taken into account; but alfo the various
information the mind receives; and the vefinement
of our powers of tafte and criticifm in every various
{pecies of compefition.

A mind excrcifed and improvéd by fuch learn-
ing muft be much better qualified and prepared for
the fludy of the arts and fciences than that whofe
powers have never been called forth by habits of ex-
ertion, or ftrengthened by affiduity and application:
As moft of the fciences and efpecially their elements
were originally written in the Greek or Roman lan-
guages, -it muft certainly tend to affift and enlighten
' H
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the mind of the learner to be acquainted radically
‘with the technical terms of that art; or the princi-
ples of that fcience which is the fubje& of his ftudy.

- Couwrp the indulgence of parents permit them
to confine the attention of youth at an age fuffici-
ently early, there could not be fo much objeion
made as there commonly is againft the acquifition of
the Greek and Latin claffics.

I many parts of this country, owing either to
want of proper feminaries of iaftru&ion; to the
miftaken fond indulgence of parents; or to both,
youth have ‘the greatelt part of their education to
acquire when it ought to be nearly compleated. Un-
der {uch' circumftances little folid improvement of
any kind can be gained. A few ufeful gleanings
may be colle&ted from the fields of {cience; but the
great and important purpoles of a liberal and exten-
five courfe of education muft, in a great meafure,
‘be defeated. Indeed nething can be more hoftile
in any country to the interelts of the education of
youth than the pampered treatment and imprudent
fondnefs of luxurious and indulgent parents. A
public, patriotic or general fenfe of the importance
of education may lead to the eftablithment of proper
feminaries, and fuggeﬁ plans or fyltems of inftruc-
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tion; but unlefs thefe laudable inftitutions be fecond-
ed by the wife and well direed authority of parents
and guardians, much of their real and general ad-
vantage muft be loft to the community.

Seétion Second.

ON THE QUESTION, WHETHER PUBLIC BE PRE-~
FERABLE TO PRIVATE EpvucaTION.

Mens in secretis aut languescit; aut contra tumescit
inani persuasione

Qxint. Inft,

CONVINCED of the great advantage and impor-
tance of education, in proportion as any nation or
fociety, of which we have any knowledge from hi.
{torical records, improved in the arts of civilization
and refinement, fo have they been forward in en-
couraging and patronifing feminaries of learning and
fyftems of literary inftru&ion, The enlightened
part of the ancient world were no lefs fenfible of
the great advantages of public education, than thofe
of the fame defcription in the modern.  And though
they fometimes encouraged private tuition; yet we
find from the reputation of the famous academy at

Athens, that public education was moft approved,
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Many :are the illufirious chara&ers of antiquity that
bear witnefs to the truth of this obfervation. Moft
of thofe, indeed, who, at any period of the world,
have made a figure in literature, acquired their
knowledge under the diretion of fome academical
inftitution. The juftly celebrated Cicero, was fo
confcious of the advantage to be acquired at Athens,
that he fent his fon there to compléat his ftudies ;
though it is probable, that, at that time, Rome was
not deficient in the means of private literary in-
ftrution.

IN modern times, alfb,‘ we find few of thofe
who have diftinguifhed themfelves in the higher
walks~ of {cience, but have been educated on fome
fimilar plan. Indeed, the fuperior advantages of
academical education are fufficiently obvious. As
they bid faireft for being furnithed with tutors or
profeflors of the moft general approved merit; and
in whofe abilities and charader the greateft confi-
dence may be repofed ; they, thus, prevent the ftu-
dent from being expofed to the pedantic caprice of
any tutor, whom chance, favour or neceflity may

have thrown ip his way. .

' “Infuch inftitutions, alfo, the means and appara-
tus for acquiting a competent knowledge of the arts
and fciences, may be fuppofed to be more liberal and

v
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extecfive, than could be expeded, or indeed ob-
tained in a domeftic or private fituation.

Eb ucartioy would diffufe its happy influence
to a very contralted extent, indeed, were there no
public fchools or univerfiies eftablifhed by nati-
onal or public encouragement.

INpePENDENT Of thefe important confidera-
tions, emulation, which hath fo powerful an influ-
ence on the human mind, efpecially in the feafon
of youth, would lofe its effes in promoting im.
provement, and the,love of excellence, on any’
other plan than that of the academical. Indeed
this confideration alone ought to be fufficiently de-

cifive in its favour.

Lov E of excellence predominates inevery un-
corrupted youthful breaft ; and where this principle
is underthe conduét of impartial and fkilful direc-
tors, itis obferved to have the happieft effeéis in
promoting that intenfity of application and perfcver-
ing induftry, which the more abftrufe and arduous
departments of fcience neceffarily require,

GranNTING that fomething refembling emula«
tion may be excited even on a private plan of edu- .
cation, yet it is manifeft that the great variety of
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abilities and genius which the univerfity or acade-
my exhibits muft afford a much greater field for com-
petition ; as well as fuch public and flattering prof-
peés of reward as are the principal incitements to -
a laudable emulation and love of excellence.

It is commonly obferved, and perhaps, with
fome fhare of juftice, that the man of the world has,
in many re¢fpe@s, the advantage of the mere {cholar;
and that though a locg and clofe attention to books
and ftedy may render him . mafter of arts and fci-
ences ; yet he may fill remain ignorant of many
accomplifhments, without which it is fcarce poffi.
ble to pafs through the world with fafcty, fatisfac-
tion or édvamage This is obvjoufly the efle&t of

the fcholar’s having his mind or idcas habitually ap.
phed to the fame objeds ; andit is undeniable that

this confequence of a clofe application to literary
acquifition may be much more effetually checked
or prevented by a courfe of public, than’ private
educanon That diverfity of charater and varie-

ty of manners and conde&, together with other ob-
fervatlorxs, which the former affords, tcnd:, ina
high degree, to wear off that ftudious and aukward
air which is apt to be rather confirmed than dimi-
nithed by the latter.
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ANoTHER argument in favour of an acade-
mical education is, that fuch as are tutored in pri-
vate are apt to form too high an opinion of their
own attainments or abilities. Owing to the want
of an opportunity of obferving the abilities or exer-
tions of others, it is eafy to conceive that fuch may
moft probably be the confequence of that mode of

inftrution. It is but juft to obferve that to this
caufe we way aflign that arrogance, pedantry, dog-

matifm and conceit that too often difgrace the fcho-
lar, who, without rivalfhip or competition, hath

been accuftomed to liften only to his own praife.

Tue academic {chool has, alfo, the pecaliar
means of affording youth an opportanity of form-
ing fuch friendfhips and conneQions as often in a
literary and interefted view contribute eminently to
their future profperity and happinefs- In that fea-
fon, the youthful breaft glowing with every gener-
ous, friendly and benevolent feeling is generally
moft attached to thofe who difcover the fame ami-
able qualities and difpofition. Hence friendfhips
have been formed and cemented, which no cir-
cumftance or accident, during their futt’]re:lives,
could intirely diffolve. The ftory of the two Wef-
minfter fcholars, in the civil war betwcen 'Charles

the firlt of England and the parliament is well
kaown. -
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Tt is true that many obje& to public plans of
education, becaufe that from their fituation in pos
pulous towns, and the various complexion of the
many ftudents who attend, opportunities are there-
by given for cor‘rupﬁon; by fcenes of vice and ex-

amplcs of debauchery.

It may with equal truth, h.owever, be replied
to this that, there are few domeftic fituations fo pri-
vate as Dot to admit of ground for the fame objeli-

_ The fir® of thefe, as far as fituation is cone
cerned might be eaﬁly remedied—But it requires
no very elaborate proof to manifeft that the moft
dangerous tcmpiatiqns to vice more effe&ually fuc-
ceed in the private and retired thades of bad exam.
ple, and domeftic indnlgence, than in the focial
{cene, ,bu'ﬁling crqud or public affembly.

ANOTHERAObje&iOH to an academical plan of
education, has been fuggefted, on account of the
divifion that muft neceffarily take place in the at<
tention of the tutors or profeffors, from the great
number of ftudents .that may be under their care.
But it has been already fhewn that in faithtul and
{kilful hands this may rather tend to forward their
proficiency than otherwife. - The partial abule of
_any fyftem by one or more individuals ought cer-
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taihly t6 bring no difcredit to the plan or inftituris
on; neither ought if, in juftice, to furniflrany ar-
gument againft its merit, or even excellence.

"THE celebrated Locke himfelf not 'vexccpted,
we find very few who have arttempted to offer any
plaufible objections to a public education ; ot in pre-
ference to a private any argument in  its favour,
who were not themfelves indebted to fome academi-
cal inftitution even for being qualified to reafon up-
on the fubjet. The good effedts of the one they
had experienced, of which Locke, in particular, af-
fords an illuftrious teftimony ; thofe they would
afcribe to the other could ‘be but little better than
mere theory, or fanciful fpeculation. Upon the
whole, it appears that there are many and various
arguments in favour of an academical, as preferable
to a private education ; and that any obje&ions that
¢an be offered againft the former, are almoft all, in
an equal degree, applicable to the latter. One con-
clufive argument, however, in favour of public edu.
cation, arifes-from its becoming an obje&t of national

“patronage and encouragement, on fome " uniform
and approved plan or inftitution. It is from this
view that education might be made to affume a till
higher degree of importance in its influence -on hu.-

I
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fhan happiniefs, in thofe advantages which it holdz
out to individuals or the nation in general. Itis
hence too that the beft means would be furnithed
for diftinguithing literary genius and merit; and
confequently pointing out to public view fuch tal-
“ents as are beft fitted to fill the various ftations and
offices which the different exigencies of the ftate,
and the many departments of fociety require,

Section Third.

Tu&; IMPORTANCE OF ESTABLISHING A Sys-
TEM or NA‘I‘IONAL EpucaTioN,

$KALLISTOK EST1 KTEMA PAIDElA BROTOIs.”

WHEN we take into confideration the many
great exertions, and laudable inftitutions which vari.
ous commonwealths or nations have devifed and
adopted for the general benefit, in framing and
maintaining wholefome laws and government, it
would appear, in fome degree, ‘unaccountable that
httle hath yet been done in _promoting fome gnneralf
plan of educatxon equally fuitable and falutary to
the yarious cmzens‘ of the fame ﬁgte or cvommumtyv'

. Iris trye t}xat in the hiftory of fome of the moft.
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eelebrated commonwealths of antiquity we find fome
fuch plans were adopted for the improvement of
youth ; butfo circumfcribed was the ftate. of litera.
ture in thole times ; and fuch the circumftances of
thofe commonwealths that their plans of education
were rather military fchools preparing them for the
camp, cither for felf defence, or for butchering the
human fpecies, than feminaries fuited to literary
acquifition ; the condu& oflife ; or the improve-
ment of the human mind. This obfervation, how.
ever, extends no farther than as it applies to inftitu.
tions of national education ; and is by no means
confidered as applicable to the fchools of ' the philo-
fophers ; or of many celebrated orators, 'gramma.
rians and rhetoricians of the ancient world. If fome
of the Rates or nations of antiquity had been poffef-
fed of the means which we enjoy, - fince the inventi.
on of printing, of diffufing literary knowledge, itis
more than probable, from what they have done, that
they would have availed - themfelves of them in a
manner fuperior to what we have yet accomplithed.

Ix our own times and language, we have been
favoured by ingenious men with feveral excellent
treatifeson the fubje of education. The greater:
part of thefe, however, are rather fpeculative theo-
ties, adapted to the condudt of life and:'manners ;
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than applicable to the pra&tical diffufion of literiry
kanowledge.: What has lately been done in France
excepted, I know ofno plan devifed by individuals,
or attempted by any commonwealth in modern
times, that effeCually tendsto the eftablifiment of
any vunifo"rm, ‘regular fyftem of national education.
Univerfities or calleges hitherto inftituted by the
pride or patrbnage of princes or other. individuals;
arein genefél too partial either in their fituation or
their regulations to extend the neceflary advantageg
of literature to the more remote parts of the commu-
nity for which they were intended. Immenfe re-
venues and donations have, indeed, been applied to
the founding of fuch feminaries, whilc the poor,
and fuch as moft wanted literary inftruGion, or the
means of acquiring it, have been left almoft totally
négle&éd." A few, indeed, whom wealth and lea:
fure enabled, might drink deep of the Pierian
fpring, whlle the diffufion of its falutary ftreams
throuoh every ‘department of the commonwealth
has been cither negleéted, ‘or confidered as of infe,

vior 1mportancc.
IT mu(t be allowed that thefe remarks may, in

{qmg mealure, apply to any plan of public educati-
on that can poflibly be formed. It is not, perhaps,
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poflible to eftablifh any fyftem that can render edw.-

cation equally convenient and equally attainable by
every individual of a nation in all their various fitu.
ations and circymftances,

- THis obfervation muft be particularly applicable
to the condition of the Unifed States of America and
the widely difperféd fituations of their citizens. In
undertakings, however, of the firft natjonal impor.
tance, difficulties ought not to difcourage. It does
not appear more impraticable to eftablith an uni.
form {yftem of national education, than a {yftem of
legiflation or civil government provided fuch a fy-
ftem could be digefted as might ju&ly merit, and
meet with general approbatjon,

TuE good effets of fuch a fyftem are almoft
felf-evident. In the prefent ftate of education how-
ever ably and fuccefsfully conduéted in particular
local fituations, the nation is, in a great meafure,
incapable of judging its condition or effe@s. Di<
verfity of modes of education, alfo, tend, not only
to confound and obftru& its operation and i improve.
ment; but alfo give occafion to many other incon-_
veniences and difagreeable conféquenccé that come._
monly arife in the various departments of civil foci-

ety; or even the polithed erijoyments of focial inter.



L 72 1

courfe. But were an approved {yltem of national
education to be eftablithed, all thefe imperfeQions
of its prefent ftate, would, in a great meafure, be
remedied, and at the fame time accompanied with
many peculiar advantages, hitherto unexperienced
in the m(lru&xon and improvement of the human,
mmd

GreaT, {urely, muft be the difference between
two communities, in the one of which, good laws
are executed only in fome particular fituations,
while in others they are almoft totally negleéted ;
and in the other are univerfully eftablifhed with
equal and impartial authority.  Such, furely,
muft be the difference between the effeéts of
education when abandoned to the precarious uncer-
tainty of cafual, partial or local encouragement;
and of that which has been eftablithed uniformly and
generally by the united wifdom and exertions of 2
whole nation. In fuch a ftate it is elevated to no
more than that importance to which it is juftly inti~
tled ; vand it is to be hoped that the clofe of the eigh«
teenth century will be fo enhghtencd as to fee edus
. catxon encouraged and c[labhﬂled as well by thisas
other nations, in fuch a manner as to be confidered
next to the adminiftratjon of ]uﬂ: and wholefome
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laws, the firft great 6bjet of national patronage and
attention. . '

Txe hiftory of human fociety informs us, w,hat:
have been the effeéts of nations’ uniting their zeal.
ous exertions for the accomplithment of any great
objeét to which they were dire@ted. The happieft
effects, then, might furely be expe@ed from the
united public exertions of this country in the com.
bined caufe of public virtue and literary improve-
ment. The patronage or encouragement of the one,

has certainly a very intimate conneétion with that
of the other, more efpecially if it be allowed that in

the fame {yftem may be comprehended the inftitutes
of morals and the principles of civil liberty. -

In a country circumftanced and fituated as the
United States of America, a confiderable local di:
verfity in improvement, whether with refpe& to mo-
rals or literature, muft be the confequence of fuch
a wide extent of territory, inhabited by citizens
blending together almoft all the various manners
and cuftoms of every ceuntry in Furope. ~ Nothing;
then, furely, might be fuppofed to have a better ef:
fe& towards harmonizing the whole in thefe xmpor-'
tant views than an amy"orm f i ffem qf nanonal edu- ’

catwn
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Tae late much celebrated Do&or Price, ing .
difcourfe delivered before the truftees of the acades
my at Hackney, on the evidences of a future period
of improvement in the ftate of mankind, earneltly
tirges an improvement in the ftate of education. He
obferves that itis a fubjet with which the world is
not yet fuﬂicmntly acquainted ; and believes there
may remain a fecret in it to be difcovered which will
contribute more than any thing to the amendment of
mankind: and adds, that he who would advancc one
ﬁep towards making this difcovery would deferve
better of the world than all the learned fcholars and
profeffors who have hitherto exifted.

It requires, then, little demonftration, I think,
to prove, that if a jultly approved plan of national
education ‘conftitute not the fecret alluded to by
the Dotor, it is at leaft the moft important ftep to-
wards it that hath ever yet been taken. National
exertions direéted to this important obje& could no¢
fail to have the happicft effeéts on fociety. The
rays of knowledge and inftruction would then be en-
abled to difipate evcrj partial and intervening cloud
from our literary hemilphere, and the whole coms
munity receive a more equal diftribution, as well as
a more effettual and falutary difplay of their enlight-
ening influence.
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“Seétion Fourth.
THe EXTENT oF A Prax or NaTronai Epu-
CATION CONSIDERED,

Plurima pars Juvrenum folam ostentare speciem, quam solidam
prastare Eruditionem, nialit.
Mo=ruor.

IN a courfe or fyftem of national education, there
ought to be two, and, I think, but two great
leading objedts to which it thould be adapted, 1he
imprevement of the mind, and the attainment of thofe
urts on which the welfare, profperity and ﬁappmej}
qf foczety depend.

Epucarion ought to comprehend every Ici-
ence or branch of knowledge that is indifpenfibly
neceflary to thefe important obje@s. To confine
it to a fyftem that comprizes only the knowledge of
mechanical, commercial ot lucrative arts ; or even
a knowledge of the world, as far s it can be at-
tained by literary accomplithments, would be to
view its advantages in a very narréw and illiberal
light. The nation that would conceive fucha fv
ftem as fufﬁcxently entitled to its patronage, could
either be confidered as enlightened in itfelf, nor

a8 meriting ‘the refined improvement cf a likeral
K
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and cultivated courfe of education. In proportiot,
then, as a nation hath formcd a juft fenfe of its own,
dlgmty and xmportance ; in proportion, alfo, as it
hath formed Ju{‘t conceptions of the importance of
virtue and fcience, founded on the enlig"htened im-
provement of the human mind, fo muft that nation
be influenced to patronize or eftablifh fuch a fyftem
of literary inﬁ;u&ion as may bid faireft for the ac-
Quiﬁtion of thefe important ends:

IT is certainly laudable to pay due regard té .
thofe feiences that tend to enlarge the fphere of
worldly intereft and profperity, and without which
the various and com’piicat_cd bufinefs of human life
cannot be tranfaQed ; this, however, by 1o means
ought to check the exertion of that' refined and fu.
.Blime knowledge on which the improvement of ge-
nius, fcience and tafte, rather than worldly cir-
¢umftinces, chiefly depends. Jrdeed; it might be
julily obferved that a narrow or illiberal fyftem of
education from lucrative views woyld not ultimate- .
ly tend ta the profperity or happinefs of any nati:
on. Were the human foul taught to cultivate only
_the fordid ditates of avrice, or the knowledge of lu-
crative fpeculations, foon muft that: community
loofe a tafte for whatever is moft excellent in fci
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ence, or heft calculated to refine & improve the
falulties of the mind. Where fuch a tafte hath
become prevalent in any ftate, it is rather an evi-
dence of its degeneracy than reformation, and is
commocly the forerunner of whatever may tend ta
enervate the patriotifm, corrupt the virtue, or con-
ta'.minage the morals of the community. There is
yeafon to believe that the hiftory even of fome mo-
dern ftates, as faraseducationisconcerned, would
fhew that this obfervation is not altogether un-
founded.

It is remarked, with concern, that in this
country, at leaft in fomé¢ confiderable fhare of it,
fuch a falfe tafte in éducation becomes more and’
more prevalent. The¢ ftudy of the Englith lan-
guage, only by thofe means it affords of itfelf; a
fmattering of French, arithmetic and thofe branch.
es connelted with it, are confidered by many, as
an abundant competence of literary aequifition. And
fo they may to fuch as attend to education merely
- as the handmaid to induftry, or what is called for-
tune; but furely cannot by any means prove fatis-
faftory to thofe who, independent of interefted cal-
culations, aim. at the higheft improvement of the
'mind, and the acquifition of all knowledge or fci-
ence to which it is properly compétent.



L 761
t 't A nation fo unfortunately fituated asto be fores
@d to fcrape a fcanty fuftenance either from a bar-
fen foil, or a too confinedterritory, might plaufibly
" be difpofed to encourage-or eftablifh public educa-
flon only as far as it was fubfervient to bufinefs or
induftry; but this, furely, .could, by no meauns,
e fuited tothe genius of a country where indepen-
dence in worldly circum(tances, exemption from
mnanual labour, and an abundantly fertile territory
 afford fuéh leifure and encouragement to literary
‘improvement as are fo generally enjoyed by the in.
habxtants of thefe ftages.
IN eﬁabbfhmg, then, a fyﬁcm aof national edu-

. 1

cation this confideration ought to have its due

weight ; and that whlle it fhould comprehend every
fpecies of hterary mﬁru&lon uf eful to human life,
the ornamental alfo ought to reccive that patronage
tp whlc‘x it is juftly entitled. Scimiparies of learning
- are the falutary fprings of foclety, and their freams
qught to flow not only to any extent, but alfa
with 2 copibufuelé, i)roportio;ied to the circumftan-
ces and fituation of thole to whom their courfe is
~ dire&ted. On the manner in whxch fuch a fyftem
. is eftablifhed, in a great meafurc, would depend
not énly the happinefs, butalfo the dignity and cha-
ratter of the nation; and confequently ought to bc
founded on the moft comprehenfive and liberal plan.
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Tuscourle of education, inftituted in the'put.
kic feminaries, fhould be adapted to youth in gene-
yal, whether they be intended for civil or com-
saercial life, or for the learned profeflions, that of
‘Theology alone excepted, at leaft aftera certain de-

gree of preparation for that ftudy.

Ux~oper this view it would comprehend a claf-
fical liﬁbwledgc of the Englifh, Freach, Latin and
Greek lauguagcs, Greek and Roman antiquities,
ancxent and modern Geography, univerfal Gram-
mar, Belles Letters, Rhetoric and Compqﬁnon,
Chronology and Hiftory; the principles of Etbics,
Law. and Government; the various branches of the
, Mathemvat:lekvs and the Sciences founded o0a them;
'.Aftrqn_omy; natural and experimental Phildfophy
in all‘thei; various departments. ‘To which caurfe,

alfo, at proper ftages of it, ought to be.added the
- qrnamental accomplithments Drawing, Paiating,
Fenciog and Mulfick,

In treating of the Wvarious feminaries neceffa.
“ry for conduling this ‘courfe, a-'more extenfive-
view may be given of it; what is here introduced
s to he confidered only as hewing how far a plan’

of national education ought to be hberal and com--
* prehénfive, SR '
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It is a happy circumftance peeuliarly favour-
able -to an aniform plan of public edueation, that
this éounitry hath excluded ecclefiaftical from civil
policy, and emancipated the human mind from the
tyranny of church authority ; and church eftablifh-
ments. It is in confequence of this principle of our
happy civil conftitution, that Theology, as far as
the ftudy of it is connefted with particular forms
of faith, ought to be excluded from a liberal fyf-
tem of national inftra&ion, efpecially where there
exift fo many various denominations among the
profeffors of the chriftian religion. The eftablifh-
ment of gducation on fome national or public plan
would not preventthefeveral religiousdenominations;
from inQiiuting, under proper inftrutors, Theolo-
gical fchools for fuch as were intended for the miy
niftry, after their academical courfe had been com-
pleated at the public feminaries. One inftitution:
of this kind in each ftate, for each particular de-
nomination, that held it neceffary: for the miniftry
to be iuﬂru&ed in Hebrew, a eritical knowledge
of the Scriptures, Ecclefiaftical biftory and Theo-
logy, might be confidered fufficient. Such ftudies,
would be perhaps beft condu&ed under the infpec-
tion or charge of fome pamcular clergymen ineach
denommauon properly quahﬁed for that purpofe.
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INsTEAD Of this meafure being degrading to
the ftudy of Theology, the moft fublime of all fci-
ences, it would, on the contrary, if properly man.
tged, exhibit in the moft refpe@able view, and at
the fame time render it more effeQual, and, con-
fequently, more falutary to fociety, It would pre-
vent that jealoufy of partial treatment that would
arife if conduted by profeffors of different religi-
ous principles in the public feminaries. It would
alfo afford ftudents of Theology, intended for the
miniftry, an opportynity of cultivating thofe habits
of fobriety, and principles of private and public
virtue, fo effential to their chara@er, better than
could be attained in the promifcuous colleges of
youth imprefled with more licentious habits ; and
under the influence of domeftic indulgences, but
little fuited to the pioys examples and virtuous dig-
ity of the facred funftion. This abfervation by
n0 means implies that there ought to be any laxity
of dlfclpllue with regard to morals in public femi-
naries, unfuitable even tothe mmxﬁerlal charaélcr.‘
It would however, be an improvement in educa-
fion as it is condudled in moft umverﬁnes at pre-
‘fent, if, as foon as ftudents are preparcd-' by a Tite
rary and phxlofophlcal courfe, and defigned for the
v oﬂice of ‘the miniftry,  their theological ftudics’
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fhould be condued in fucha manner, and in fuck
a fituation as would beft furnith them only with ex«
imple; and habits of real virtue and pratiical pies
ty. Not only the profeffors of Theology, but, if
'poﬂiblc, even the place of inftru&ion, thould pof:
fefs fuch a folcmmty of chara&er, aswould imprefs
them with a juft fenfe of their having fet themfelves
apartto be the facred mﬂru&ors, and pious exam:
ple of focxety Not that it fhould be conﬁdered
their duty to acquu‘e any pharifaic folemnity or
monkifh morofenefs in their manners or condud,
No, the time fpent at the public feminaries, prevt- |
ous to thc ftudy of Theology would, it is prefum-
ed, enable them to fee the abfurdity of foch man-
ners; while their change of fituation, and removal
to the place of facred inftruction, if properly con-
‘duéted, might tend to infpire them with fentiments
“fuited to the dignity of- ‘that profeffion in which they
were about to eugagc

Upon the whole, it nced otly be farther ob-
ferved on this part of the fubju&, that whether 2,
'plan of hational education be directed with a view
to qualify youth for any of the learned profeffions
‘or tranfalting the various negotiations or bufinefs
“of fociety, or merer for mental i improvement, 1t
certainly, in all of thefe whether confidered ﬁugly
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or colleively, ought to be conducted on the moft
liberal and effeGtual plan. Whatever is fuperfi-
cial, can never, in that ftate, become folid, and
whatever is not perfettly folid is incapable of
receiving that polith which may juftly lay any
claim to merit or perfettion. That fyftem, then, of
education which would deferve the patronage of this
country ought to be folid and extenfive. Inftead
of circumfcribing the powers of genius or improve.

ment it ought to lay open the wideft as well as the
faireft field for ftill higher and higher dcgrees of
future progrefs and exertion. As it would be high-
ly unjuftifiable to fet bounds to the advancement of
human knowlédge or fcience ; fo would it be equally
fo to ¢contra& or circumfcribe the means of acquir-
ing it. ’ ' ' '

Se&ion Fifth.
ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE VARIOUS

SCHOOLS NECESSARY TO COMPLEAT A
SysTeM oF NaTioNaL EDUCAT[ON.

Quam bené cum republica ageretur si beatis illis gradibus, pri-
" mum ad Acaldemias et ab illis ad tribunalia et subsellm
procederemus.

Mo RH or.

PRO‘VISIONARY laws being obtamed for eﬁab'
hﬂung an umform fyltem of Nliterary m{tru&mn,
L
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iinder the proper fanétion and authority of the na
tion, the firft important objet would appear to be’
the founding and organization of proper {chools or

feminaries.

Trese fhould be arranged and fituated in fuch
a manner as moft impartially to diffufe their advan:
tages to the greateft poffible extent; and alfo to af-
ford the nieans of enabling all the attending youth
to rife gradually from the firft rudiments to the
hlghe[l departments of knowledge and fcience.

~ Inaliberal courfe of public education, no one
~ ftage of it ought to be better previded for than ano-
ther, in whatever may beft contribute to its fuccefs.
From the elementary or grammar fchool up to the
’univ'erﬁty, though in various fituations and differ-
ent departments; it fhould be confidered, fupported
and encouraged as conflituting one entire {yftem,
no one part of which could be negle&ed, without
injuring materially the whole fabrick or inftitution.
fvery one knows that if the firft principles of fci-
ence bé impe’rfe&ly”dommﬁnicat’éd, it is feldom that
any folid ot lafting improvement can be attained.
This, cértainly, may be fufficient to point out the
importance of having the elementary pasts of edu.
cation as well condued -as the moft advanced.
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For the firft ftage, then, of a fyltem of public
inftrucion, fuited to the United States, let parith
fchools, in each county of every ftate, be eftablifh-
ed at a fuitable diftance from each other and en-
dowed with a few acres of land and a proper houfe’
fufficiently large to accommodate the teacher and
the taught.

SEconDLY, let the next ftage confift of county
fchools or academies endowed alfo, and furnithed
as the parifh fchools, but on a much more exten.

five plan, hereafter to be explained,

TuirDLY, let this ftage of inftrution confift
of ftate colleges as already inftituted and endowed
in the feveral ftates of the union ; but fo regulated
and organized as to fall in with the general uniform

fyftem.

LastLy, let the literary eﬁab]iﬂlment be coma
pleated by the inftitution of a national univerfity,
fituated in the beft manner with regard to health
and convenience; and furnithing at the fame; time,

the beft opportunities of information and inftrucion,

Tuese various feminaries properly endowed,
furnithed, and condu&ed in fuch a manner as to
compleat onie uniform courfe, afterwards more ful-

ly to be explained, will be found, it'is prelumed,
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-well:adapted to the acquifition of the moft enlarged
:proficiency - in {cientific knowledge. The greateft
difficulty in'a country fo thinly inhabited in many
places as this, would be in dividing the counties
.in each ftate into'parifhes or townfhips, fo as toren-
der the fituation of the fchools convenient to all the
inhabitants. Each ftate in the union being already
laid out mto counties, lefs difficulty would arife con-
cermng the fituation of the county academies. And
W1th regard to the ftate colleges and umverﬁty, itis
a favourable clrcumﬂance towards carrying. this plan
into eflec, that many of the former have already
been founded, and that the idea of the latter alfo
feems to meet with the pubhc approbation,

- Hituerto, however, this coqnfry, one or
two flates excepted, feems to have fallen in with
the error of many even of the moft enlightened
countries in the world; and that is, in providing or
endowing moft liberally a few feminaries for the
completion of education ; while the elementary,
which ‘moft required the foftering hand of public
bounty, has been left to fupport itfelf as chance or
circumftances, fo.megimes‘-thg moft adverfe, might
dictate. .

" 'Or the inhabitants of a country ‘fo wide and

extenfive as this, but few, comparatively fpeaking,
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<an ever attend colleges or a univeifity; and hence
‘the importance of paying due attention toghe parifh
and county {chools, both as nurferies for the col-
lege and univerfity ; and alfo the inftruction of fuch
as cannot extend their education to a3 more advanca
ed ftage of the fyftem,

In order to'found,lay out and carry into effe&t,
the feveral feminaries, let a board of education be
incorporated, under the fan&ion of the united au-
thority of the ftates. Thefe gentlemen fhould be
nominated and appointed in every ftate, either by
the united goyernment, or by the refpedtive ftate
affemblies: one or two in each flate might be fuffi-
sient. Their office fhould not only be to prefide
over the general interefts of literary inftrucion, to
digeft, diret and arrange an uniform fyftem in all
its parts, and to correfpond in fuch a manner as to
fupport the general and united interefts of educati-
on ; but more efpecially, in their individual capa-
city, to prefide:with regard to it in thofe fates in
which they were refident. Hence ihey might very
properly be ftyled ¢ Prefidents of literary in.
v{_,iru&ion and Members of the board of national
education.”” As they ought to be chofen or ap-
pointed either on account of their diftinguithed

literary merit, or other qualifications for the office,
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fittle other inducement to accept of it, than what
the honouwr of being chofen to.fuch an office by an
enlightened fociety ought to hold out, might be
neceffary. Indeed one member, to ferve for fome
proper ftated time, might be [ufficient in each ftate ;
and therefore the price of his fervices, even fup-

pofing a falary would be required, .could add but
little to the public expence.

ONE leading department of his office thould be
to afcertain, by the beft poflible information, the
annual ftate of all the primary or parith fchools,
county academies, and alio the college, in thaﬁ
ftate in which he prefided, in order to.lay it before
the board at their ftated time of meeting, which
might properly take place once a year. His fitua-
tion and connetion or correfpondence with the
other prefidents of the feveral ftates, would alfo
enable him to affift in procuring fuch teachers or

profeffors as might be occafionally wanted in the

various fchools under his infpeétion :* He ought alfo
to affift and prefide at the public examination of

the ftate college.

- The attention, however, of one prefident would
be inadequate to the fuperintendance of all the fe-
minaries in one flate. As more immediate vifita-
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tion would then be requifite, there ought to be a
reCtor appointed for each county in the ftate. The
duty of thofe retors fhould be, to affift in procur-
ing proper tutors; to vifit every fchool in the re-
fpective counties, and, at lealt twice a year, to make
a juft report of their ftate and proficiency, and the
number of the ftudents or fcholars, to the {tate prefi-
dent, or whatever other information he might require.
The county re&or fhould alfo attend quarterly the
public examination of the primary fchools, or at leaft.
twice a year, with fuch other local tiuftees or vifi-
tors as might be thought neceflary, On thole occa-
fions there ought to be a catalogue of the youth,
produced by the maiter of each fchool, fpecifying
their time of entrance and proficiency; leaving a
vacant column to mark the'r progrefs between each
fucceflive examination; marking allo, fuch as dif-

covered any extraordinary genius, or even attention.

In order faithfully to difcharge this office, it
is obvious it would require a gentleman of the firft
ﬁrudition, who wou!d devote to it the whole of his
attention, and confequently fhould have a liberal
falary paid ‘by the county. His ordinary vifits to the
feveral fchools fhould be at leaft once a quarter, and

ought not to be ftated, but, as it were, accidental.
But on occafions of public examinations they ought
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to -be accompanied with all the ceremony and dig~
nity ‘poflible. It would be a'favourable circum«’
ftance if ‘thofe reQors would alfo be the condu&tors’
of the county academies. And it .does not appear,
but that, by the affitance of proper under-miafters,
they might be allo adequate to this‘charge. ’

Tue different rectors in each county havmg
made a’ fatthful return of the ftate of the prnmary
or parith’ fchools under their fupquntendance to
the ﬁatc'préﬁdent, thefe returns fhould be care-
fully ‘preferved by him; either for tke infpedtion
of the board of education, the federal ‘govemment,"
or the ftate aﬁ'cmbhes, hs thcy mlght be dxfpofcd
to call for them.

Tﬁz board of education, and éénfcquently,
the whole community, by the affitance of fuch
rcé’tors, wouid be thus enabled to fee the true ftate
of 11terary inftra&tion in évery part of the union,
at leaft every fix months, and whether there cx-'
ifted'any obftrudtion toits profpcnty, either through '
a deficiency of proper teachers or any other caufe,
thcy would have the advantage at lcaﬁ of know—,
mg where the defe& lay |

TH E grcateﬁ apparcnt obﬂru&mn to. tbe eﬂab-
lithment of an uniform plan of national education,
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confifts in the difficulty of procuring proper tutors,
well qualified and difpofed to carry into effe@ the-
fyftem laid down to them by the board. As much
as poflible, then, to remove this obftru&ion, the
falaries of the various teachers ought to be liberal,
and fully equal to what men of their qualifications
could make in any other department of buficefs fuit-
ed to their circumftances. The commodioufnefs and
comfortable ftate of the houfes built for both the
primary fchools and the county academies, en-
dowed alfo with a fuitable tra& of land, would be
a very great inducement ; and the price of tiition
for each {cholar, or the fixed falary, whichever of
thefe two modes of pavment the board might,ap-
pi'ove, would thus be rendered more moderate, at
leaft to pofterity.

Tue conftant and uniform communication
between the County Rectors ; the State Prefidents ;
the Board of Education, and, when neceflary, the
gc;vernment, it may reafonably be prefumed, would
have the beft effet in 'exciting‘ a 'fp(irit of emulation
amongft the profeffors and tuf_ors_of the ‘iﬁti_o.us fe-
minaries. Tokeep up and cherifh this laudable
fpirit, it might be falutary to promote fuch of the
mafters of the Prima;y'fchools as diftinguithed them-
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felves by diligence and abilities to more lucrative
ﬁtuationé ia the county acadecmies, as- often as va:
cancies ,happéned;v by death or . otherwife. This
hoﬁveve;, on.xghtﬂn',evér to be done till a fucceflor to
the ptomo:ed' teacher was firft provided.

Various regulations of this nature would of
eourfe fall under the confideration of the learned
Board. It may, here, be only obferved farther;
that in the appointment of profeffors or tutors, or
even county recors, it ought to be fo regulated that
none of them fhould refign their appointment, with
lefs than fix months notice given to the ftate prefis
dent by the mafters of the county academies, and
by the mafters of the primary fchools to the county
tectors. R o

.

Sedtion Sixth.

O~ THE ADVANTAGE OF INTRODUCING THE
SAME UNIFORM SYSTEM aF Sc¢HooL-Books
INTO A PLaN oF PutLic Epucarion.

Nam et Greci licenter multa, et Horatium in qui<-
busdam nolim Interpretari.

QuiNTIL,

ONE great inconvenience attending even the ptes
fent mode of education confilts in the fcanty fupply of
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the beft editions of the various fehool-books, that
is to be met with in many parts of the United States,
The great diverfity, allo, efpecially of the elementa-
ry books in education, ferves much to diftrac and
retard its fuccefs. Every teacher has his favourite
fyftem, and confequently the books beft adapted to
it are only thofe which herecommends, But in the
prefent ftate of literary inftruction, as there are few
tutors who compleat the fcholar even on their own
{yftem, heis often not only under the difagreeable
and injurious neceflity of ftudying over again what
he has learned, on a difierent mode ; but alfo per-
plexed with the diverfified editions or tranflations of
the fame author. ‘

To remedy and indeed entirely remove thefe
obftru&ions, in eftablithing a courfe of public edu-
c;ition fuited to the various citizens and local fituati-
ons of the United States, there ought to be a Prin-
terin each State, for the exprefs purpofe of fupply.
ing the various feminaries, in their refpeétive ﬁates,\
w:ith {uch fchool-books and other literary publicati-
ons, as fthould be recommended or direéted by the
Bbard of education, Throughout the United States;
the fame uniform fyftem of the moft approved fchool-
books would be thus eftablithed, and confequently,
all the difficulties, hitherto-in this refpect experienc-
ed, entirely removed, -
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. “Tnis might juftly be concewcd as one-of the
g«reate& advantages.arifing. from the -adoptjon: of a
fyﬁem of public inftru&ion ; not only in its tendency
to facilitate its. progrels, but alfo in rendering it
more agreeable to the learner, as well as in diffuf-
ing, more generally, the various benefits of an uni-
form plan.

NotHING would come under the direltion of
the Literary Board of greater importance than the
fele&ion. of the beft fchool-books for each depart-
 ment of fcience. [t would confii:ute from time to
time a confiderable fhare of their office to examine
the merits of fuch as mxght be publxckly recom-
mended to their acceptance.

_TurovemouTall. the primary {‘chools, county
academies, and even {tat: colleges the fame uniform
fyftem of books fhould be taught ; and it would be
requifite that the feveral Printers fhould be obligat-
ed to follow the inftruction of the Literary Board
with regard to the type, paper, binding and even
outward uniform appearance of all the fchool-books
for fupplymg the pabhck feminaries of the Umted

ﬁates
CIr might not, probably, be found neceﬂ'ary
to extend thefe regulations to the Natxonal Umver-

fity, at leaft in their ﬁn&eﬂ: terms.
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THE prefident and profeffors of that diftin.-
guihed feminary would conftitutea faculty to which
might very properly be referred the difcretionary
power of adhering to this, and perhaps fome other
regulations, neceffary for the other feminaries—s
only as far as might be fuited te the nature of that
more dignified inftitution.

INDEED it would be necefary for the faculty of
- that Univerfity to have a’ Printer under their own
immediate diré&ion, under fuch reftriions, how-
ever, as not to interfere with or countera& fuch as
concerned the other feminaries. ‘

Bur, as much good might refult, efpecially in
exciting a fpirit of emulation, from the general uni-
formity, not only of education, but alfo of the means

of acquiring it throughout the United States, there
is no meafure which could poffibly tend more to this

effect than a conftant and well chofen fupply. of the
moft proper books in all the various departments of
inftru&ion.

Scuom-sooxs areat prefent, in gcneral vcry
maccurately printed, and often in fuch a manner,
both with regard to type and paper, as much to ob-
ftru the. proficiency of the learner. Beﬁdes, many
of them, pamcularly the Laun claﬂics are not ﬁt, in
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their prefent ftate, to be put into the hands of youth,
without wounding that dclicacy and purity of fenti-
ment, which education ought rather to cherith than
violate.

EvERY perfon acquainted with the difficulties
or obftrultions which attend the prefent mode of
education wuft have obfcr{red, how often youth are
retarded in their ftudies for want of having the pro-
per authors to put into their hands, as foon as they
have fini(hed the preceding. In public feminaries,
. where the youth are clafled accdrding to their pro-
ficiency, an irregular or deficient fupply of the fame
books is often very embarraffing to the tutors and
difvduraging to the taught. To remove this oba
{h-uéhon, the ftate Printer fhould be obligated to,
keep a conftant fupply, adequate to the demand of
every femmary in the ftate ; and the prices being fixa
ed, the mafter of each fqhool fhould keep a fufficient
number of copies of every author his pupils might
réquiré, agreeably to the fyftem and regulations re--
commended and prefcribed by the Board of Educa-
tion. In the fgfther profecution of this Effay notice
fhall be taken of fome of the moft proper and {uitable
books for each ftage of the literary courfe, agreeably
tothe view of it here laid down—What has been
obfetved is to b~ confidered as chiefly regarding thé’
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advantages- of introducing an uniform fyftem
throughout the United States.

——

,,Se&ibln Seventh..

ONn THE FESTABLISHMENT AND CONDUCT or
THE PARISH oR .PRIMARY -SCHoOLS.

His igitur radimentis puer in prlma ‘imbatus schola, demde
bonis avnbus ad ALTIORES DISCIPLINAS conferat sese.

EkasMus

IN order to conduét Education on the beft ‘plan, -
it is neceffary that the community be {o convinced
of its importance, as cheerfully to furnith every ac-
‘commodation. On the fuppofition, then, ‘that "the
preceding plan be pradticable, the houfes for the pa2
tith fchools in each county fhould be fufficienly fpa-
cious for the ufe of the teacher’s 'family and alfo to
accommodate one hundred fcholars. . To fujt thefe
two purpofes, it fhoyld be built an fuch a plan as te
have the fchool roam feparate fram the part affigned:
to the mafter’s ufe, Much alfq- would depend on
having the rooms properly provxded with defks,
feats and places for keeping their books &c. fecure,.
The beft method for feaung a room for this purpofa
is, to have.it laid out into- fmall ﬁnglc pew s,
fomewhat fimilar to thofe comumon in churches;,
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one rifing a little higher than another, fo that the
loweft be next to the operi area where the teacher
fits, and the highetft, the moft remote ; but fo as
that the pupils would all fit with ‘their faces to
the teacher, having before them a defk fuited
cither for the purpofe of reading on, or writing.—
One of thefe pews might accommodate a diftinct
clafs, and being numbered, each clals would, with-
out confufion; regularly place themfelves " in their
own pew. .

- In a room large enough to contain one hundred
fcholars, there ought to be three orders of fuch pews,.
withlarge areas or double pews for the teachers’ feats.
One of thele might be properly placed  at each end
of the room, and another in the centre upon the one
fide, having the fingle pews for the pupils made,. as
already fhewn, to fa¢e their refpedtive teachers.

Every fuch Prim’ary fchool fhould be fupplied
witha teacher for every thirty, or at moft, thirty-
five pupils; and if it were found neceflary that they
fhould confift of both fexes, the pews would be found
ufeful in helping to preferve that dehcacy and re-
ferve which they fhould be early taught to prefervc
fowards each other. Where, however, it can bc
done, it will conﬁantly be found eligible to have
girls educated feparately under a miftrefs.

4
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Infuch fchools as are here alluded to, it would
tonftitute a very effential improvement;if ,ghg ,teachs
er’s wife could affift in the charge and education of
fuch girls as attended, and particular encourage-
ment ought to be held out to fuch ,teache};s ~of the
Primary fchools as could be fo qualified. Iodeed it
fhould be almoft indifpenfible that the head-mafter
of every fchool be a married man. His affiftant or
affiftants thould be chofen by himfelf; but as the
vprices of inftrution would be fixed to him, {o ought
alfo the falary to be nominated which he fhould pay."'
the affiftants, in order that fuch as were properly,

qualified might offer. |

IN the Primary {chools the courfe of inftruction
fhould be confined to a proper knowledge of .the-
Englith language ; writing, arithmetick and praéti=
¢al mathematics, compleated by fome approved com«
pend of hiftory and geography. . - ‘

- Frow thefe feminaries fhould be excluded not’
only Latin, but alfo the -French language, excepts
ing for thofe whofe education was not to be extend»
edtoa higher ftage of the courfe, from the confider~
ation that the next ftage of public inftrudtion, name.:
ly the County Académies, would accommodate all.
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who were defigned for a more comprehenﬁve fyf_
tem of education. '

To aﬂign to each ftage, its own particular parts, .
‘would alfo tend to fupport a due encouragement
to the whole; while at the fame time it rendered the
attentlon lefs divided.

I the anary fchool the firft rudlmems {hould
be tauSht with care.. Firft, it thould be provided
~ with fome large alphabets, printed on {mall fheets,
cach letter at leaft one inch in length.. One of thefe
fhects put ona piece of pafteboard, and properly
placéd, is the eafieft mode of teaching the letters to,
young children in a publick fchool. Having pro-
cureda framq’and a ftand fimilar to a fire-fkreen, let
the alphabet be plac:ed, withall the children in the
letters arranged beforeit. Ifthe firft in order mifs
the letter, afk the fecond; and {o on to the laft—by
which means their attenticn is kept up ; and .an~
emulation excited, whiéb, if properly managed,, has
the happieft effes.  After the letters and points
are thus acquired, let fpelling tables on a large fcale
be fixed up and managed in the fame manner; and
after them eafy leflons of réading, the type being
q_radu'aﬂy diminifhed, till brought to the largeft com=

mon fize,

%
.



L 991

‘IntT1ATING books for children fhould abound:
with eafy reading leflons, and both paper and print’
calculated to entice and facilitate their progrefs. It’
is common with many teachers to employ their pu-’
pils much at fpelling tables; but it will be found”
that children will make much more progrefs by firlt
teaching them to read, and after having read their
leffon to fpell words out ofitfuited to their capa-
city, than by coufiniog their attention to long dry

lifts or arrangements of worde and lyllablcs, how-
ever {kilfully digefted.

" For this reafon, though Webfter’s Inftitutes
be excellent of its kind, yet it would be beft put in-
to children’s hands afier they had made tolerable
proficiency in reading, ontheplan which has been
herementioned. The firft lcﬂ'bns thould coniift

of monofyllables, and as they became proficients in

thefe, introducedte fuch as are ftill more andmore
difficult. By adhering to this plan, and carefully
c’la—ﬂing fuch as are of equal proficiency, caufing
them, for emulation’s fake, to check each other
throughout the various clafles, the teacher may in.
ftruét a clafs offix or even ten with as inuch facility
and more advantage than he could & ﬁngle fp};_qlar.

Soon as the pupils can read with tolerable eafe ap_lc!
readinefs, Webfter’s Inftitutes might be properly
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iatroduced ; after-which they ought. to be fupplied

with.a vocabulary or pocket di€tionary and at leaft -

twice a day geta leffon of fpelling, -at the famne time-
giving the meaning of the words they fpell without
the book. If this be done previous to dilmifling the
fchool, by the whole pupils under each - teacher
whofe proficiency may admit of it, ftanding up in
order and alterﬁafcly_ fpclling'and éiving the means
iing of the words, obferving to make fuch as err give
uﬁ their place to thofe who are corre&, it will be
found an agreeable and very proﬁtabic eﬁercifc

. Fol the moft advanced reading clafies propes
books fhould be prepared. There are now extant fe.
yeral good colle&ions in profe and verfe taken from
the Beﬁ 'Eingli{h authors, but there are pone ofthem,
but what might admit of a morc judicious arrange-
ment for the ufe of reading fcholars.

“Tue firft part of fuch colle@ions would be
beft without any verfe picces, and to confift entirely
‘of fragments from the beft hiftorians, and papers
“From the Rambler, Guardian and Spe&ator, arrang-
-ed fo as that the eafie® fhould come firft, ‘proceed-
" ing from the fimple through all the various fpecies of
.fiyle, concluding withfome picces of the moft dif-

- fiéult pronunciation.

e
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Tae laft part of the colle®tion fhould- confift
entircly of poetry, both rhyme and blank..verfe,~—
The -picces fhould be fo arranged that the: {fcholar
n(lig,bt be able to diftingufh the different {pecies of.
poetry and alfo of verfification,

o

Tue firt pieces might be all of the paftoral
kind; the fecond elegiac ; the third didadic, and
the 1aft-heroic or epic : The nature of thefe feve-

ral {pecies of poetry fhould be carefully explamed
by the teachers,

In the inftru@ion of fuch claffes, when the
1cffon is given out, it ought to be read over by the
teacher in the beft manner in his power, not only

with regard to the mere pronuncnanon, but alfo the
management of the voice with gracefulnefs and pro-

priety. Particular beauties in the ftyle and fenti-
ment fthould be pointed out, and fome account of

this required when the clafs cameto read the leffon.
It would greatly.add to the order and regularity of
‘the fchool, if the pews were fo made and fituated,
‘that each clafs when called upon to give an account of
their leffons could ftand up in their own pew, with-

-outtravelling thro’ the room to get to their teacher’.

Soon as the puplls were capable of readmg
‘with tolerable accuracy, Enghfh grammar fhould
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Yse introduced, and writing ; and after confiderable

‘irog:cfs in'thefe, arithmetick. Inacquiring a prg-*
per koowledge of Englifh grammar, let the fcho-
'lar, after having committed the rules to memory,

write exercifes, and parfe in the fame manner as is-
pradifedin learning Latin. Afhe’s Introdu@ion to

Lowih’s grammaris well calculated for this purpofe ;

I}ut asis it dees not afford a fufficient number of
examples for exercifes of falfe grammar, Buehan-

av’s Englifh fyntax fhould be next introduced- Af-

tera competent knowledge of Englith grammar, the

pupxls fhould be exercifed in copying fome approv-

ed fpec1menc of letters; and occafionally write

fome of their own compofition. They ought alfo

to copy deéds, bills, bonds, wills and indentures,

or any other fpecies of writing, the knowledge of

which would be ufeful to them in life.

o In teachmg arithmetick and fome of the prac-
tical branches of the mathematicks, the mafter of
the primary {chool would find it of great advantage
tomake his pupils carefully commit to memory
the rulesin the various branches, from fome well
chofen fx ftem for that purpofe, and rehearfe thefs
rules oncea week He oughtto be provided with a
frame onthe plau meutioned in teaching children
the letters, and havirg claffed the arithmetical fcho-
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lars, Tet each clafs alternately ftand up before the
frame, afterhaving commited to memory their rule.
Let the teacher, having a blacknened board fixed
upon the frame, . give them examples written with
chalk, and having afkedthe firft to do the exdmple,.
fhould he be found incapable, proceed to the next,
and {o on, till each pupil in the clafs, work an ex.

ample in this manner.  After which, when prepared
for more difficult examples on the rule, the queftion

may be wrought out at full length by the tcac,h§
er in their prefence, and afterwards rubbed off the
board, and the clafs fet down to work it in the ufu.
al mannér, giviﬁg'partiéulav éomméndatiqhsrto' the
one who does it fooneft and with the greateft “accu’
ray. S . o .,

THERE 1s evcry reafon to beheve that thl§
method would much facllxtate_. the acquifition of
arithmetick, and at the fagxc time be lefs irkfomq
to the teacher than that commonly pradifed.

IT is too much the cuftom with many teachs
ers to keep their pupils puzzling over a queflion,
perhaps for half a day, without giving them any af~
fitance. But, tho’ it be proper, as they advance,
in the knowledge ofany [cignce, to habituate them
to call forth their own exertions; yet this reqm(es
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to be fianiged in fuch a manner as not to difcotit,
age," orcheck the ardour of their purfuit. To che~
rith and keep up this ardour conftitutes no fmall
fhare ofthe merit of a good teacher.

Br the ufe of the frame or black board by the
teacher, and of the flate, occafionally, by the fcho-
Iars, they will be enabled to keep their books, into’
which they copy their work, in the faireft and neat-
cft manner, and it would be well, as much as pof-
fible, to excite an emulation among them in this
refbeéh

A the minds of youth muft flag by long at-
tention to any one fpecies of ftudy at one time, it
would be beft to introduce, at this ftage of their pro-
ficiericy, a knowledge of hiftory and geography.—
Some well digefted compend of ancient hiftory
fhould be ftudied firft, and well impreffed upor
the mind by examination. After which Guthrie’s
general geography and Morfe’s geography of this
country, if judicionfly taught by maps and globes,

"might not only inftru& them ina proper knowledge
‘of geography ; but alfo as much of modern hiftory
as is neceflary to be acquired at {chool.

. LEssons of this nature introduced by way of
relaxation from- feverer ftudies, at proper intervals
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each day, would be found of the higheft imports.
ance. In thefethe teacher ought to affift them in.
forming a proper judgment of whatthey read ; par-
ticularly in geography; in coatrating the various
fgrms of government, manners and cuftoms ; the
caufes of the arts and fciences flourithing under one
fyltem, and being loft under another ; as alfo how
to eftimate whatever is moft conducive to the im-

provement and happinefs of man.

WHAT has been here obferved, tho’ it be in
many refpets deficient, yet, may fuffice to afford an
idea of the manner in which the literary courfe of the
primary fchools may be condutted. If other, or
better, regulations be found neceﬂ'ary,vth:ey will pros

perly come under the confideration and direction of
the Board of Education.

Wi Tﬁ"regard to impreffing youth early with the
principles of religion and morality: However im-
portant this may be, yet, onaccount of preferving
that liberty of confcience in religious matters which
various denominations of chriftians in thefe ftates
juftly claim, dueregard ought to be paid to this in-a
courfe of publick inftruction.

~ Ir would, however, appear to be no infringe-
: o o
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ment of thig libesty in its wideft extent for the puba
lick teacher tobegin and end the bufinefs of the
day with a fhort and fuitable prayer and addrefs to
the great fource of all knowledge and inftruétion. -

It might, alfo, be highly advantageous to youth,
and in no refpe& interfere with the different 1eligi-’
ous fentiments of'the community, to make ufe of a
well digefted, concife moral catechifm. In the firft
part of this catechifm fhould be inculcated natural
theology or the proofs of the exiftence of the DPeity
from his works. It might on this head even extend
fo far as to fhew the infufliciency of the light of na-
turein commumcatmg the knowledge of God and

confequently the neceflity ofa more exprefs revelation.

Tue fecond part might propetly confilt of the
firft principles of Ethics ; the natute and confequence
of virtue and vice; and alfo, a concife view of ceco-
nomxcks and the rclanve duues |

Tue third and laft part fhauld inculcate, corts

cifely, the principles of jurifprudence ; the nature of
civil government, containing a fhort hiltorical view

of the rife and progrefs of its various fpecies, and

parucularly, that of the Federal government of
the fe States

' IT may be fuppmcithat this would bc rather
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tpo elevated for the capacities of pupils in the prima._
1y fchool ; but it may be replied that this would.
"depend on the manner in which.fuch a colletion was_
exccwted 3 which ought to be in the .moft concife
and, at the fame time, moft fimple and perfpicuous
ftyle ; and of a length fuited to their capacitics, whe-
ther confidered with regard to the particular ref-
ponfes, or the extent of the whole fyftem. It is
certainly of the higheft importance ina country like‘
this, that even the pooreft or moft wninftruded of its
citizens be early imprefled with a knowledge of the
benefits of that happy conftitution under which they
live, and of the enormity of their being corrupted
in their right of fuffrage—And there 1s certainly no
more plaufible way of commumicating this knowledge,
with any lafting effets, than by having it interwoven
with the moft earlyand general principles of education.

I order to imprefs on the tender mind a rever-
ence of the Deity ; a fenfe of His government of the
world, and a regard for morals, it might be proper,
previous to the commencement of their daily ftadies,
for €ach pupil who had made proficiency for that
purpofe, to bg conftituted alternately, Orator for
the day, and to read from the Raftrum a fhort effay
on fome fubjedt of that .nature. There have been
publithed inthree wolumes, RefleCtions by a M
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Stuirui'a' Getman, and lately tranflated into Englifh,
one:for every day in the year, which might with
great propriety be read in this' manner.

‘' thefe RefleGions almoft every thing intereft-
ing in the phllofophy of nature is brought into view,
adapted to the moft common capacity; while at the
fame time they are calculated to prefent the moft
fublime ideas of the Delty, and to excite to the love
and ﬁudy of fcience. ' '

. As thefe may have yet fallen into but few hands,
in order to fhew how well they are adapted to the
purpofe here recommended, let the follawing ferve
as a fpecimen : - |

. ==Jawuary IL—

T'uz bleflings granted to us by God in wmter,
and to which we pay too little attention. . 2

«Jr we were-to examine the works of God
“ more attentively than we generally do, we fhould
4 find at this feafon many reafons to rejoice in his
- goodnefs, and to praife the wonders of his wif-
« dom.—Few, without doubt, are fo infenfible as
< not to feel emotions of pleafureand gratitude, whea
i heauteous nature-difplays the rich blefings of Gad
@ in fpring,-fummer and antumn} but even ‘beatts,
45 {he- fulleft of fenfibility, arerarely;excited to. the
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< fenfation of warm gratitude, when they.behold the

¢ trees ftripped of their fruit, and the fields-without

¢ verdure ; when the bleak wind whiltles round

¢ their dwelling, when.a chilling cold comes to

«¢ freeze the earth and its inhabitants. But is it certain
¢¢ that this feafon is fo deprived of the bleflings of
¢ heaven, and of what is [ufficient to kindle grati-’
¢ tude and piety in the heartof man? No,.certainly.-
¢t Let us only accultom ourfelves to be more atten-

« tive.to the works of God, more touched with the

¢ many proofs of his goodnefs towards us, and we

¢ fhall find opportunities enough, even in winter,

¢ to praife our benefattor. Confider how }u"lehappjv

« we fhould be, if, during violent cold, we had

«¢ neither wood for fire, nor cloaths to keep us warm.

¢ With what goodnefs the Lord prevents our wants,

¢ and furnithes us (even in the feafon the moft void

¢ of refources) with the neceﬂhnes and conveniences

‘ oflife, When at this momem we may be enjoy-

“ing the comfortable warmth of a fire, fhall we nat

¢ return thanks to the Lord, who giv es us fuel with

‘ fuch profuﬁon, that the very pooreft can be fuP-

% plied with it.

~-#¢ Ig it was given to mortals to know the chain
+¢ of every .thing in nature, how great would be our
“ admiration at the wifdom and goodnefs of - its au-

>
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s thor ! But, however incapable we are of forming
« to ourfelves an idea of the whole of his works, the
¢ little we underftand of it gives us fufficient reafon’
¢ to acknowledge, that the government of God is
“ infinitely wife and benificent. Winter belongs ta
<t the plan he has formed. If this feafon did not -ex-
¢ ift, the fpring and fummer would not have fo ma-’
< ny charms for us,. the fertility of our lands would'
¢ much diminith, commerce would be at an end in’
¢ many provinces, and part of the woods and foreits
¢¢ wonld have been created for no purpofle. Confi-
¢¢ dered in this light, winter is certainly very ufeful;
‘¢ and fuppofing even that its advantages were not fo
<« apparent, it would be fufficient for us to reflect,
¢ that winter is the work of the Creator, as well aa
¢ {pring and fummer, and thatall which comes from
“-God muft be for the belt.”

In fome other of thefe Refleétions the author ac-
counts for the change of the feafons, and has omit-
ted fcarce any thing carious or interefting either ‘in
the planetary fyftem, orin the fruture of the earth,
or in the mineral, vegetable’ and animal avorlds;
uniformly concluding with reflettions and fentiments
of adoration fer the great fwﬁ caule of:all ehmgs.

TaE reading bne o‘f thefe reﬂe&tons by thc
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‘Orator for each day, agreeably to the manner in
which they are arranged for the days of the year,
might not only be the medns of communicating much
knowledge ; but alfo leave the moft happy imprefli-
ons of piety and moral excellence, ;

 Onthe fubject of the primary fchools, and the
manner inwhich they fhould be conduéted, enough.
may have been fuggefted for an Eﬂ'ay of this nature.
There is, however, 1till femaining another confider-
ation which would greatly tend 1o enlarge the extent
of their advantages tothe publick.

In each of thefe fchools, at leaft three promif-
ing boys, whofe parents could not aﬂ'ord to educate
them, fhould beadmitted at the expence of the parith
or townthip to which the fchool belonged.  The con-
dition on which thefe boys fhould be received ought
to be, ‘that their parents thould agree to have them
educated for the purpofé of becoming teachers ; fo
being they difcovered, on trial; parts fuited to that
profefhon. A few of them who moft dnﬁmguxfhed
themfelves on publick eximination, fhould be ad-
mitted in the county academies, and afterwardy
to the ftate colleges and univerfity. This, in the
courfe of a few years, would train up a -proper fup-
-ply of tutors, both/ma('ters and af}iﬂ-ants for the dif-
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ferent feminaries, and atthe fame time extend thé.
bleffings of literary inftru&ion to hundreds who would -
othefwife be deprived of it. Tutors fo educated
through: the different ftages of the literary courfe, on
the fame uniform national plan; and under the direc-
tion of the fame literary board or fociety, would,
in every point of view, be rendered greatly prefera-
ble to ftrangers educated under different inftitutions.

'Sedtion Eighth.
On THE CoUuNTY ACADEMIES.
_Scilicet ut poflem curvo dignoscere reGtum,

o Atque inter Sylva: AcapEMI quaerere verum.
Horx.

AS thefe Academles, agreeably to the plan lald
down, are to accommodate all the youth in the
county, mtended for a more. comprehenfive courfe
than what has been affigned for the Primary {chools;

it is confequently neceflary that in every refpe&t they
{hould be founded and conducted on a more exten-

ﬁve fcale

THE plan of the Academy - houfes, -and thc
-manner ip which they fhould be endowed under the
fan&ion of the refpe&ive ftates, might very properly
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be referred to the direction of the Literary-boards
The houfes, however, thould be capacious, 'well de- -
figned and accommodated to. the imrpofe. Befides -
the apartments- neceffary for at lealt two mafters:
and their families,. there ought to be, at- leaft, two:
Halls for teaching, two Dining.rooms and two DOrv-
mitories, with an affitant’s lodging-room to open-
into each, one for the Juniors and another for .the"
Seniors. Should it be found neceffary or pradtica. .
ble that the County Reors thould be the chief pro-
feffors or mafters in the ‘Academies, proper apart-
ments fhould alfo be laid out in the bulldmg for
their accommodation. =

Tue teaching halls thould be pewed after the
manner of the primary fchools. The one accom.
modated to the claffical, the other to the mathema-
tical ffudents. 1In the extreme end of each there
ought to be an exhibition room, elevated a few fteps
above the hall, and feparated from it in front by a"
_curtam, ﬁmxlarly toa thcatre This room would be
ufeful in common for the chxef mafters to teach 1in,
affording a commandmg view over the hall. It
would alfo ferve for a fuitable library, and on occa.‘
fions of public examinations would fuit as a ftage or
roftrum, from which th;’ youth would deliver- their
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elocutionary exercifes to the audience accommedat-..
ed in the hall.

-~ WiTHoUT entering more minutely into the
plan of a fuitable academy-houfe, it may only be
obferved farther, in general terms, thatit fhould be
fufficiently capacious to contain all the youth in the
county, whofe parents or guardians inclined to give
them a claflical and thorough mathematical educa-
tion, ' They fhould be built on -3 fcale fufficiently
large to contain at leaf two hundred, or two hun-
dred and fifty ftudents. For, though it might be
fome years ere they fhould have occafion for accom.
modations for fuch a number ; yet, as the popula-
tion of the counties and the credit of the fyftem:
increafed, it is probable the number of ftudents
would increafe in proportion.

- Brs1pEs the county redtors, who, it is fuppof-
ed, might. prefide in thefe feminaries, there ought
alfo to be two principal mafters, with one or two,
affiftants according to the number of pupils.

"IN this country, owing chiefly to the precarious
fupply of fchools and the fcattered fituations of the
inhabitants, the childhood of life is too often paffed ere
parents think ferioufly of the education of their child-

fen, They are intoo many places, on thefe accounts,
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fent to fchool only when the greatéft part of the edu-
cation, intended for them, ought to have been acqﬁii.ﬁ'
ed. This is an error which, as far as poffible, the
eftablithment of an uniform fyftem ought to corre&:
The time allotted to the primary fchools fhould
elapfe at the twelfth year of their age; at leaft of
all fuch as were intended for being admiffible inta
the county academies; {uch as were not, fhould be
continued till the age of fourteen. At the age of
eight, even in rural or fcattered fituations, it would
be fufficiently late to enter the primary fchool, and
the fpace of four years would be a competent term
to compleat -the courfe afligned to that feminary.
fuch as had the advantage of a more contiguous fitus.

ation might be prepared for the academy at a flill
carlier age.

AGREEABLY to the plan here recommended,
no pupil thould be admitted into the county acades
my who had not been educated at the primary
fchool; or if by the parents indulged with a pri-
vate tutor, without having taken and compleated
the fame courfe as taught in, thofe fchools, and pre-
fcribed by the literary board. This fhould be afcer-
tained by é frit and impartial examination on the
pupil’s being offered for entrance.
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: WERE this  uniformly and generally adhered
to;thsoughout all the county academies; and were
it alfo infifted on that no ftudent fhould be admitted
above twelve, or at moft, fourteen years of age, it
might furely hévg a powerful effe& in enciting par-
ents to turn their attention to the education of their -
offspring;as foon as they were capable of receiving
inftru&ion, It would alfo have the effe&, as has
been elfewhere obferved, of keeping feparate -the
interefls of .the primary {chool and academy, and
confequently tend more -eff=Gually to promotc and
{upport the fuccefs of bath.. '

" Tug pupils on admittance to the academy
would be properly pféparéd for commencing the
claffical caurfe in Latin and Greek, and, after fome
khowlédgc of the former of thefe languages, in
French and Mathematicks, A c,or‘re&,cditio'n of
the Grammar taught | in this country, under the de-
nomination of the univerfity Latin grammar, is as
ehglble, upon the whole, as any extant. The youth
who commence Latin, fhould be claffed according
to thexr proficiency; and as foon as any clafs had
made fuch proﬁcxenqy in grammar as to ‘be able ta
dechpe nouns on the various declenfions, and
decline verbs through the dxﬁ'erent moods and ten.
fes, they ought to be fet to reading and tranflating
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Gorderius. This, however, fhould be chiefly with
a view to exemplify what part of grammar they had
acquired ; ftill contipuing to advance daily in gram-
mar till they had completed it in all its parts,: profos
dy excepted. During this time they would have
read Corderius, Aifop’s fables and Erafmus’s dias
logues. Notwithftanding all that has been" faid by
fome writers on claffical education againft the ufe
of tranflations, it would certainly much facilitate the
progrels of youth to read thefe three introduory
litrle books with literal tranflations,  * If thefe be ju-
dicioufly taught, the ufe of them fhould be after-
wards laid afide, at which time they would be pre-
" pared for reading Cornelius Nepos. In the reading
of this excellent little book of biography, the teacher
ought to explain to them the nature and advantages
of that f] pec.es of wntmg Having by -this time
finithed their grammar, as far as profody; once or
twice a day the clafs thould read Clark’s or Mair’s
introduion to making Latin'," beginning with the
eafieft leﬂ'ons, reading the Latin as it thould be ren-’
dered, each in the clafs altcmately, the fccond in
order obferving to corre&t the firft; the third the
fecond, and fo on throughout the whole ‘clafs; the
teacher not forgettmg to applaud fuch as excellcd

A;’rnn the book, or thc eafieft pomon of ex-
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amples in each rule had been read through in this
manner, they might then begin to write it over in
exercifes, at leaft one each day. When the author
had been finithed a fecond time in this manner,
they might next write fuch exercifes as would re-
quire them to chufe the Latin words themfelves,
and thereby be enabled to form a judgment when
their choice of words and compofition were claffical
or otherwife. * To compleat the courfe of writing
exercifes let them, after thefe already mentioned,
have fome fele& fentences or paflages, from the
profe author they are reading, to tranflate into Eng-
lith, and afterwards tranflated inta Latin without
any opportunity of confulting the author, and then
let their Latin be contrafted by' the teacher with that
of their author. Some familiar Latin letters, an-
cient and modern, tranflated in this manner would
be found highly ufeful.

IT is only on account of obierving at once all
that is neceflary on the fubje& of writing Latin ex-
ercifes, that the full courfe has been here brought

into view. The firft and fecond fpecies of thefe ex-
etcifes would on]y be fuited to the clafs reading
Nepdé’é biography. After this little author, Cafar’s
commentanes on his wars in Gaul and wuh hls’

country mlght be next read with advan: age; not
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only on account of the fimplicity of the. ftyle, but
alio that the teacher might enable them tq mark-
with reprobation all the perfevering ambition of -
that bold, and, too fuccefsful enflaver of his.countty.

It would not be too much to affign this pro-
grels of the clafs to the firft year’s attendance in the
academy. This however would greatly depend on

a proper divifion of their time and the order and
number of the hours of inftrution. For this pur-

pofe each academy ought to have a bell and the
hours as punétually as the clock obferved both by
the teacher and the taught.

Tuzrs ought to be two hours ftudy before:
breakfa& three between breakfaft and dinner, and
three in the afternoop. Thefe hours fhould be em-.
ployed in fuch a manner as beft tended to expedite
the general plan,

Arer the firft year, the claffical ftudentsintend-
ed for the univerfity, fhould devote one leflon of
each day to Greek. In order, however, to prevent
this from embarraﬁing them or the teachers, one
half of them fhould ftudy Greek in the forenoon,
and the other in the afternoon ; by which means,
the different tutors would be enabled to- keep their
refpective pupils equally divided and e’mpl’oyed.."t '
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i+ . WHEN-the proficiency above- ftated had been -
made. the Latin fcholars, not intended for the uni~
verfity, might begin French, and fpend their morn-
ing hours.in the ftudy of that languge, and the re-:
mainder of the day equally between their Latin and
Mathematics ; obferving to accommodate the hours
as a:bgvc' mentioned. '

IN acquiring a proper knowledge of Latin;
they ought to read the books already mentioned,
Salluft and a confiderable part of Livy, with a little
~ of Tacitus. - It is a very abfurd pratice to fet boys
to reading Latin poetry, till once they are ableto
tranflate any profe-author with confiderable facility.

In this ftage of their courfe they ought to read,
6ccafionally, Rollin’s Ancient hiftory and Gold-
fmith’s abridgment of the Hiftory of the Grecian
and Roman republicks. A certain portion of thefe
ought to be affigned them for reading in their pri-
vate chambers, and at an appointed hour firictly
examined on whatthey had previoufly perufed. In
the claffical library of every academy there ought
10.be-at leaft 'one copy of Potter’s Antiquities of
Greecg, Kenne'sRoman Antiquities and Tooke’s
“Rantheon, ‘to which the ftudents thould be occaft-
-onally referred. for. - fuller explanatiost of- ma-
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ny of the rites, ceremonies, inftitutions, manners
and cuftoms of thofe diftinguithed republicks, than”
might be in the power of the teacher to communi-
¢ate as-often as they occurred in their reading of the
various clafficks.

A the termination of the firlt year of the courfe
in the County Academies, the ftudent being fo far
mafter of Latin grammar, as to change his ap-
plication to it during the morniog hours to the ac-
quifition of Greek grammar ; it would be an obje&t'
highly worthy the attention of the literary board,
tofele&t the moft defervingly -approved grammar:
of that language. It would, however, be an im-
provement on every Greek grammar known to the
writer of this Effay, if the rules were in Englifh,
and rendered as concife as poﬂibiq. Great cafe
and advantage have arifen to ftudents of Latin,
fince the grammar of that language, the examples
excepted, have been taught in Englilh, and there
‘appears no reafon why it would not in an equal de-

gree facilitate the learning of Greek.

AT the termination of the fecond year- of this
courfe, bythe “application of the morning . hours
alone to exercifes and grammar, and one: half:of
the day, either forenoon or: afternoon feffion, to the

Q
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Latin claffics, the ftudent might be qualified to read
Latin profe with facility ; tranflate, at leaft his
author for making Latin, with confiderable corre&-
nefs, and alfo have acquired a competent know-
ledge of the Latin and Greek grammars.

Ovx the commencement of the third year, fuch
proficiency being made ; thofe who were defigned
“for the college or univerfity might properly be in-
troduced to the ftudy of Freach for the morning fef~
fion. One fhort leffon in Latin and another in
Greek for the one half of the remaing day, and ma-
thematicks continued for the other, agreeably to
the plan already fuggefted.

‘To fuch as areir a great meafure unacquainted
with: the education of youth, fo many different fub-
je@s of ftudy on the fame day, may appeartoo em-
barraffing. But experience has not left this fo long
a fubjeét of mere theory.. It can be proved that, by
a proper divifion of the day different fubjets of
ﬂudy, inftead of embarrafﬁng or retarding the pu-
pil, tend both to expcdxte the literary courfe, and
at the fame time to reheve from that itkfomenefs
Wthh cannot fail to arife from a long attention te
‘one fub_]e& " It alfo has the effe& of rendering the
ftadents, fo educated,equally ready'in every fubje&
of literature to which they have applied. ‘When
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condu@ed on a different plan, how often do we find
youth lofing confiderably their knowledge of onq
Janguage, branch or {cience, ere they have acquired

another.

DuRriING the third year’s feflion at this femina-
1y, theclaffical ftudents thould begin to read Latin
and Greek poetry. Inorder to this the rules of
profody fhould be carefully committedto memory; -
‘and the Greek and Latin authors read on the fol-
Jowiog plan, On the fuppofition that a competent
fkill has been acquired in Greek and Latin profe,
let the various kinds or fpecies of poetry and verfi-
fication be attended to in the fame manner as was
recommended in reading Englifk in the primary
{chools. Agreeably to this plan the Bucolicks of
Virgil (hould be read with the Idylls of Theocritus ;
péri of the fele& odes of Horace with a few from
Anacreon and Pindar ; the Georgics of Virgil with -
Héﬁod, and the AEneid with the Iliad of Homer.

In order alfo to be acquainted with the ftate
of Dramatic poetry among the ancients, one or two
of the moﬁ'celc:bra_ted performances in ééch lan-
guage might be read ; but it does not appea;' that a
long attention to that fpécics of qompd.ﬁt‘iéﬁ would .

......

be either proper or improving.
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© As almoft all the Latin poets were clofe imitae
tors of the Grecian bards, it would certainly tend
highly to the advantage of claffical literature, fince
Greek and Latin are geunerally read together, ta
combine thofe of the fame fpecies of poetry and ver-
fification ; and it would appear ftracge that this me-
thod of proceeding has nat long ere naw bgen adopts
ed inreputable feminaries. |

It would net only enable the pupil to unders’
ftand both with greater eafe, but alfo qualify him
for making a critical eftimation of their refpeQive
merits;, and at the fame time afford a more clear
and competent knowledge of the flate of the varioug
{pecies of poetry and compolfition in thofe languages,

"’ " 1% order that the fcholar may be enabled ta
read a few of the ancient poets with a juft tafte, as
wellas underftanding ; his knowledge of the prin-
cipal figures in Rhetoric% ficlt taught at the primary
fchools, fhould be revived, and a criticifm on fome
of the moft diftinguifhed paffages of each author oc-
cafionally prefcribed as anexercife,

" Tue mathematical department of the county
‘academy fhould be conduétedon the fame plan, as
in the primary fchool. Thofe, whofe education
was not to extend farther than the academy, fhoulq
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‘be made thoroughly acquainted with all the pra&i-
:¢al branches; the ufe of the globes, geography and
2s much of aftronomy . at leaft as'is.connefted with
that {ciecce. . And thofe who were intended forthe
univerfity: fhould be perfeétly taught the elementa-
ry parts 5 plain and fpheric trigonometry, .algebra
.and conic fe&ious, withtheir application to the high-
er mathematicks, '

For thofe who had acquired a tolerable know-
ledge of Euclid’s elements ; and alfo of Greek, it
might be- highly ufeful to demonftrate a few of the
leading propofitions of each book in the original.—
This would not only more thoroughly imprels them
en the mind ; but if properly dire&ed; from the
accuracy of the mathematical language, would ferve
the important 'purpofe of inﬁru&ing’the Greek {cho-
lar in the corre ufe and application of the i‘vgriquis
Pprepofitions and: particles of that copious Ian;guagc.

Asthe ftudents in'the county academies would
have made fome progrefs in the primary fchool ‘in
mathematical ftudies, it may be rationally inferred
“that anattention to mathematicks for one half of
.the day would, during the term of three years inthe
County Academy, render their proficiency ,:.equél
to what has been here ftated.  But as_the ~cllaﬂ_ica1
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ftudents defigned for the univerfity would have
mathematicks to attend alfo in the State college,
they would there have an opportunity of purfuing
their improvement in the fciences founded on them
ftill farther, and on thisaccount, at the expiration
of the third year, they would have finifhed their
courfe at the Academy, and be properly prepared
for entering the State college. Such as were not
defigned for that feminary might be continued a

year or two longer.

Tug claflical and mathematical teachersin the
Couanty Academies fhould have the accommodati-
on of the ftudents with Boardmg, each to have an
cqual fhare. The prices to be fixed by the State
Preﬁdent, County Re&tor, and fuch other patrons
and vifitors as might be thought neceffary.

Tyt two head mafters thould be obligated to
keep affiftants in proportion to their number of pu-
pils fubje@ to the regulations of the- Board of Edu..

catxon .

Tue office of the County Re&or; who thould:
alfo pw&deinthe County Academy, would be not
onltyto-vifit the primary fchools, on their publick
sxaminations; as has been already ftated ; but  he:
fhould ‘alfo, .except whenabroad on that bufine(si:
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examine once a week, or try the feveral claffes,
whether claffical or mathematical, in thé Academy,
on their proficiency, at the fame time delivering
them a fuitable le&ture o the importance of what was
the obje& of their ftudy, accompanied by fuch.
other admonitions and obfervations as would tend
to their improvement both in literature and condu&..

A Redor’s Hall in the Academy, contigious to
his own apartments, would be neceffary for this

purpofe; and it would certainly be a great encite-
ment to indaftry if the ftudents found that they had
weekly to fubmit to fuch a revifal of their ftudies.
The Re&of'might alfo occafionally deliver them 2
courfe of le&ures on natural, and a&erwa;:ds on lite-
rary and civil hiftory, on ancient and modern mans
ners, and the conduét of life, which in this ftage
of their courfe would conttibute greatly to their ims
provement, not only in thcirfknowl'edge. of books,
but of the world.

PusLic examination fhould be held thrice in
“the year. The firft about the beginning of the new
year ; the fecond in May, and the third about the
middle of Auguft. On the two firft, a week’s ‘vg;_
cation thould be allowed, and in Auguft two weeks,.
that being a feafon which requiresa little indulgence.
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.PREVIOUS tothefe examinations, the youtly:
fhould occafionally. be prepared in proper exercifes
of ¢locution, and after their claflical and mathemati-
cal examination duringthe day, deliver them in the-
evening, in prefencc of their parents, guardians or-
fuch other company as fhould chufe to attend on:
thofe occafions. Having been exercifed in the fame:
manger in the primary fchool on the eafieft leffons
in elocution, thofe for the County Academy fhould
l;e adapted to their abilities and proficiency, avoid-.
ing theatrical licentioufoefs, and ftudying only grace-
fulnefs, energy and accuracy of pronunciation, .
f‘I‘he county re&or and the two head mafters would
have to fele&t fuch pieces as were beft {uited to the
abilities of the feveral youth, whether natural or ac-
quired. Should one day be found infufficient to
go through the bufinefs of thofe examinations, they
ought to be continued for two or even three days,
ﬁoﬁing to everyclafs in the Academy an equal
opportumty of exhibiting its progrefs. As in the
prxmary Ichool, fo alfo in the academy, honorary
pnzes thould be impartially conferred on fuch as
‘excelled ; and for this purpofe regular catalogues
fhould be kept by the maﬁers, of allthe youth in
the Academy, havmg proper columns oppofite their

‘nameés, fpecifying the authors they were reading,
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or the progrefs théy had made at the end* of each:
examination, marking with an afterifm fuch’' names’
ashad obtained prizes, or had given proofs of
uncommon induitry and application. Thefe cata-.

logues fhould be pat-up to - publick infpe&tioa-
at the next fuccccdmgexammauon

'THE prizes conferred might either conﬁﬁ of
fuitable books provided for that purpofe, or of a
]Siec’c‘of green or blue ribbon te be worn on the
breaft, having ftamped on them the name of the
Academy, and having the words ¢ Merui Laudem”
infcribed on them for the motto. They might alfo

be numbered fo as to exhibit dlﬂ'erent degrees of '
merit or mduﬁry

In confetring fuch prizes in this or any other'
of the feminaries under the inftitution, it would be
beftto pay peculiar attention ‘and refpet to dili-
genceand condu&t. The youth pofleffed of the beft
jlatural genius,and yet averfe to application merits
not publick approbation, at leaft, in the fame de-
gree as the proficient by ‘means of cxtraordmarv
-dlhgent exertions ; tho’ then fome prizes mwht be
properly conferred on fach occafions for fuddcn and
extraordmary efforts of genius, yet the general ob-
,Jc& of them fhould be uxi{derftood by the ﬁudcnsa
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4$ a teward for that proficiency’ which’ arifes from
habits of perfeverance and induftry. -

" Tux proficiency of the ftudents who had com-
ap!eated their three years ’ courfe at the Academy as
here laid down, thould confift, in addmon to what
they had acquiredat the primary fchool in 2 toler-
able knowledge of the Latin and Greek languages,
foas to tranflate with propriety and eafe either profe
or verfe, to beableto write Latin, if not claffically,
at leaft grammatically', a like knowledge of the
French language a tolerable chuamtance wnth

ancient and modern hiftory, geography, with fuch
a knowledge of profody, Greek and Roman aatiqui-

ties, rhetorick, criticifm and compofition; as is
neceflary to read the claﬂicks thh propﬂety and
taﬁe‘

In addition to the rudiments of Mathimatics
previoufly acquired, they fhould by this time have
alfo attained a thorough knowledge of Euclid’s ele-
ments, at leaft of the firft fix and the eleventh and
twelth books ; Conic feCtions, Algebra with its aps
plication to Geometry, and plain‘and fpheric Trigos
nometry. Such ftudents as were to be prepared f‘ox;
immediate buﬁﬁéfs,’ and, as already fuggefled, not
intended for the State college, might.reccive a lefy
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fcientific courfe of mathematics, fo that they coulc}
devote more of their ftudies to the ufeful or Pta&ical
branches. It might be neceffary that fuch continue
2 year longer at the Connty Academy,

THroucH the whole of thé term allotted to ihié
feminary, it would be proper, occaﬁonall}; to giw}c:
the ftudents a view of what conftituted the compleat
fcholar and man of fcience. It is ofteﬁ fbund very
difcouraging to youth that they have laboured for
months at fome of the moft abftrufe elementg of fci§
entific inftruction, without being able to j'udge of
their utilify ta their future acquifition, ‘This office
would with great propriety belong to the Re&or_;
who, in his weekly lecures, ‘as already fuggefteds
fhould occafionally exhibit that canne@ion which’
fubfifts between 'the feveral departments of know-
ledge, and the dependence which the ‘higheft or
moft ufeful arts have on the elementary branches of
{cience.

Sucw a view, it may be reafonably ‘prefumed,
‘would prompt the ftudent to proceed ‘with greater
alacrity, while at the fame time it would ferve to
throw light on the darkeft and moft dxfagrceab]e
parts of his literary courfe, ,

Or the three boys admitted into each of the
primary {chools, at the expence of ‘the publick, on

o
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compleating . their: courfe, each County Academy
fhould receive at lealt five of fuch as difcovered the
belt genius and difpofition. for literary initruction,
on the conditions formerly fpecified. -Buat- it would.
be beft i"o have it entirely unknown. ta the ftudents
in general or even to thefe youths themfelves, a¢
leait in this ftage of their progrefr, what were the
;crrps. of their admittance, or that they were en any
{)thé; foundation than their fellow ftudents. . Five
6f fuch pupils, admitted into each Caunty Academy
in the ﬁate, and fele&ed fram thofe wha difcovered
tke beft abllmes and moft amlable difpofitions
throughout the different parifh fchools wauld, as
has been alrcady hinted, train up an adequate nums
ber of teachers to fupply every vacancy in the whole
fyﬁem. Even fuch as could not be admitted into
the County Academleb would have acquu'ed as much
at the pnmary {chools as would render them highly
ufeful to focwty and to themfelves ; and by admitting
fgch ag difcovered the b'nghtfl:ﬁ genius into the State
Coll}egeéan_d National Unjverfity, an ample field
‘v.zoulcl.be oﬂéréd even the pooreft in fociety, for ex-
ertion in literary improvement and the attainment
of vshatever can tend to call forth the moft diftins:
fruﬂhcd merit, equally conducwe to their own ha}ps,

Imcfs and that of the community.
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Secétion Ninth.

On EXERCISES OF AMUSEMENT DURING THE
" .TERMS of RELaxaTioN FrROM STUDY.

Sunt etiam nonnulli acuendis puerorum ingeniis nort
mutlles Lufus.

QUINTIL.

PR EVIOUS to entering on the : fubje of the State.
Colleges, it may be proper to make a few obfervati-
ons on the manner in which the youth fhould con-
dud} themfelyes in the hours of relaxation.

- DuRrING thefe hours they are indeed feldom at
2 lofs for fubjets or exercifes of entertainment.—
Some of thefe, however, are certainly more eligible
than othérs, and have a greater or lefs tendency to
give the mind a frivolous or effeminate bias on the
one hand, orif well chofen, a manly and vigorous
refolution on the other. . All playful exercifes of the
latter caft, if moderately indulged, are falutary to
youth Swimming is an almoft indifpenfible qualx-
fication, and the fituation which aﬂ"ords a fafe op-
Portumty of their acquiring it, is in fo far entitled
to a preference. It is a duty not unworthy the care-
ful tutor to point out to youth from time to time as
they advance in years, the proper diverfions, exer-
cifes and amufements fuited to thofe of their years,
and views in life. Onp ‘every fpecies of gambling
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they fhould be taught to look with .not only con-
tempt, but abhorrence, and to view all exercifes
pcrvcrted by that fpirit as the feminaries of corrup-
tion, as calculated to blaft the faireft feautures of the
human mind.

THEIR recreations, however, (hould be laid
under no reftraint, until their uhderﬁgndings be
convinced that it is falutary ; becaufe their amufe-
ments ceafe to be fuch, ifthey are not free and vo-
luntary. Exercife and temperance are neceffary bothi
for the vigour of body and mind, and to thefe im.
portant ends ought even their recreations to be dire&-
ed. With fuch they ought to have fufficient time ta
fatisfy ;hemfclves evento fatigue, and fuch mufcu+
lar exertions as fhould tend to promote the growth,
hardinefs and ftrength of the body. '

"ALTHOUGH, in general, it might be moft pro-
per to leave youthi to the choice of fuch diverfions
.as were moft agreeable to ‘them, efpecially while af
the primary {chool ; yet on’their advancing in years,
and after having entered the County Academy, it-
might be fuggefted to them that even their amufe-
ments thould difcover fome marks of their improve-
ment, and progrefs in knowledge.

- <A this ftage of their proficiency, then, it
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would certainly conftitute a very effential part of ’in;
firu@tion if; during their recreative hours, they
fhould be taught the manual military exercife, with -
all the marchings and manceuvres in the prd&ic_e of
that art. This extended to every County Academy
in the United States, while it occafionally afforded
a very agreeable exercife and amufement to the.
youth, would alfo train them up to the capacity of
being ferviceable to their country. The very exercife-
would infpire them, at that age, with fuch patriotic:
fentiments, and accomplith them with fuch military’

.adroitnefs, as might be one day of the hxgheﬁ ads,
vantage to the nation. _ .

It is only from the idea of the eﬁabli!hmenf of
a general Uniform Plan of Literary Inftru&tion

throughout the United States that this mode of di-
reting the amufements of the youth, can lay claim

to general approbation. Confidered,. however, in
this view, it would at leaft be entitled to the attenti-
on of the Board of Education who by the dire&tion of
government might extend it to what degree -fhould
be thought moft falutary, both for the-youth ag indi--
viduals, and the interelts of the community,. « - -~

It perhaps would not be moft advifeable to put
arms into the hands of the youth for the purpofe of
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leatning the manual exercife. Sham guns with tin’
barrels and ramrods, fo madeas 7o fe//, when they’
exercifed, would be cheap and anfwer the pﬁrpofe
fofar, as well as real ones. On occafions of ‘pub-
lick examinations, there might alfo be a review of’
their military manceuvres, which, were no other ad-
vantage to be the confequence, would at leaft teach
them habits of moving and walking upright and with"
graceful eafe anddigni*y It might not, probably,
be difficult to procure a perfon in the vxcxmty of
cach Acadcmy, capable of inftru&ting them ia fuch
difcipline; it would be moft eligible, however, could’
it be done by fome one of the affiftant tutors in
the feminary. '

—tte

Section Tenth.

ON THE STtATE COLLEGES,

Et @tas altioribus Jum Difciplinis debita, in Schola
minore fubfideat.
S ‘ QuiNTIL.

»AS has been elfewhere obferved, it isa favourable
circumftance for the eftablithment of an uniform
plan of National Education, that in almoft every
State of the Union, a College has been inftituted on
a liberal fcale. Such States as have not yet beex
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-ablé to found fuch feminaries, it is to bBe hbpedx
-may alfo be foon in a condition to follow the excelé

lent example of their brethren.

“a

i

IT does not appeaf that it could operate contra«
zx:y to the interefts of thofe colleges to adopt an unis
form plan of Education under the direGtion of a Li:
‘terary Board. Should fome fuch plan, as has been
here partly fketched, be adopted, 4 competent nun-
ber of ftudents ought to attend the colleges from
their own refpeive ftates. But whether it would be
beft torefltri&t the youth of each ftate to their ‘own
college, or toallow them to attend wherever they
might prefer in a different ftate, fo as to havea
change of air and climate, would require the mature
deliberation of the Government, and the Board of
Education, - The privilege however of attending
any State College the parents might prefer, could
not, confiftently with the claims of natural liberty, be
denied ; and it does not appear that it could militate
againt the genéral plan, in as far as concetned' the
mode of education, as that and alfo the terms of ad~
‘mittance, :both with regard to the proficiency of the
 pupils and:the prices of boarding and tuition, fhould:
be perfectly the fame throughout the different Col-

" leges.
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It ought, however, to be an important objet of
attention with every State Legiflature, to patronize
and encourage, by all proper means, the Col-
leges and Seminaries of their refpe&ive States; and
were this done, could they be once brought to be as
jealous of their Literary as of their National cha-
radter, it would be feldom, except on account of
health, that parents would incline to place their
fons at the feminary of a different ftate.

TuosE Colleges being properly endowed ; pro-
vided with a principal and profeflors, and in every
refpe&t prepared for the reception of ftulents from
the County Academies, they ought to be admitted
only on the following confiderations :—

FizsT, That they fhould have previoufly gone
through the courfe of education prefcribed by the

Primary fchool and County academy ; or if inftruéted
by private tuition, that' their progrefs fhould be

equal to, and on the fame plan with, fuch as were

taught at thofe feminaries.

- SeconpLY, That none, educated either pub-
lickly or privately, fhould be admitted, but fuch as
on publick examination fhould give fatisfaltion both
in their claflical and mathematical proficiency.

[
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TairoLy, Thatall ftudents in the State Col-
leges thould at leaft be intended for a triennial courfe,
which, as nearlyas poffible, ought to be from the

clofe of the fifteenth till the expiration of the eight-
eenth year of their age,

Tais courfe of literary inftruction fhould be
fuitably and progrefiively adapted to the time or
number of years. During the firlt year’sfeffion the
ftudies of each day fhould be divided between the
Greek, Latin and French languages, and mathema-
ticks. But the plan of reading thefe clafficks fhould
be, in fome refpedts, different from what was pur-
fued in the Academies, It might be neceflary for
the profeflor to read only a fmall portion of each au-
thor, and that rather from a view to criticifm on
that {pecies of compofition, than the acquifition of
the language, in which by this time the ftudent
ought to be a tolerable proficient. Exercifes from
this view ought to be frequently prefcribed in all
thefe languages, and critical efflays on particular
paffages occafionally required from every ftudent
without exception. One half of the hours affigned
to ftudy each day fhould, during this feffion, be fpent
in thefe exerciles of claffical criticifm, and the re-
maining devoted to the completion of the mathema-
tical courfe ; in fuch a manner as fhould be pref-\
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cribed by the Litera}y Board. The elementary
parts of mathematicks being acquired at the Acade- -
my ; during this feflion the ftudznts fhould be in- :
troduced to the moft ufeful pratical branches, com-
prehending menfuration of various kinds, furveying
and navigation, gunnery and fortification.

" 'ON one day, in each week, which might pro-
hably be moft fuitable on Saturday, ‘ the Principal
having all the ftudents afembled in the comnion_, or
moft fpacious Hall of the College, fhould de- -
liver to them a‘fuitable le&ure on morals and con- -
dud, illuftrating the effe&ts. which education ought
to have on them ; demanding alfo anaccount, from
fuch of the ftudents as he might chule, an account of
their proficiency thro’ the whole week. Though it
would be impoffible to interrogate the whole in thig -
manner, yet were a few different individuals fo ca-
techifed each publick hall day, evers' oﬁe-‘would be
led to expe that it might pofiibly fall to his lot,
and confequently would be led to make the neceffary

preparauon. v

t EttHER the Prmcxpal or Profeffor of claﬂica!
learnipg or belles.lettres.: fhould, occafionally on
tated days, during this feffion, deliver a courfe of -:
leCures on the hiftory of Literature ; the manners
gnd cyltoms of the. Grecks and Romans j and tos

b




[ w4 ]

wards the end of tbe (eflion, on tafte, criticifm and
Lompoﬁuon. |

A Le&ure of an hour’s length would ‘be fuffi-
cient every fecond day; the ftudents fhould take
notes, and, on the day on which there was no lecs
ture, that hour fhould be fpent by the profeflor in
examining them on the fubje& of the laft leGure.

Tu e mathematical profeffor, in like manner,
fhould have, each week, fome hours allotted for re.
caﬁitulation_'. It is effentially neceflary, in c;rder to
imprefs literary, and efpecially mathematical fub-
je&s, on the minds of youth with lafting advantage,
that their memories be frequently exercifed in the
repetition of what they have,alrea.dy atuiincd.

In order that the ftudents in the State Colleges
fhould have time t6 mixa little in {oaety, fee their
friends and know fomething of the world as well
as books, ‘the vacation between each feffion fhould
be extended toa longbr duration than in the primary
fchool, or county academy. They might from thefe
views properly open the firft of Septemberand’ clofe
‘the laft of June each feffion, allowing alfo a fhort

* vacation of two weeks always at the begmnmg of

*the new yean '
[P . .
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In the fecond feffion of this courle, the ftudents
in their morning hours fhould compleat their courfe
of claflical reading and criticifm during the firft half
of the feflion, and in the other half be introduced to

“a concife view of rhetoric, logic and moral philofo-
phy, during the forenoon ftudies ; and continue
through the whole of their courfe in the evening
hours the compleat atrainment of mathematicks,
and particularly in this feffion g'eography by the ufe
of the globes ; the laws of motion, the mechanical
powers, and principles of aftronomy. During this
feffion allo, on the fame plan asin the preceeding, lec-
tures both by the Principal and Profeffors adapted to
the feveral fubjeds of ftudy would become ftill more
neceffary ; would afford the ftudents fome kind of
relaxation from the intenfity of clofe and retired ap-
plication, and tend alf6 to animate them to proceed
With greater alacrity and emulation.

As Rhetoric to a certain degrcc had been in-
troduced at an earlier ftage of the literary cou‘fe it
would now require only a brief attention. Logic
would only be neceffary in as far as it explained the
feveral powers and operations of the human mind ;
and for this purpofealong with a compend of logié
fhould be read Lock’s admirable Eﬁ'ay on the hu-
man underftanding ; and Bacon’s Novum Organum.
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It might be fufficient to give the ftudent a view of
the ancient modes of Socratic and fcholaftic reafon.
ing ; but his time ought to be confidered as two pre-
cious to be fpent in acquiring a knowledge of all the
logical laws or forms of the fyllogifm. 4 IZorough
knowledge of Euclid’s Elements is preferable to the’
beft fyftem of Loc1c that ever was taught.

MoraL Philofophy, under the feveral views
of Natural Theology, (Economicks and Jurifpru-.
dence, would afford much entertéinment and inftruc-
tion ; but it does not appear that in a feminary of:
literary education, any farther attention to it is ne-
- ceffary than what fhould inculcate a fcientific view of
it in all its parts. The ftudy of the various moft
approved fyﬂems of moral philofophy may be more
properly affigned to the fhades of domeftic reading
and retirement.  From this confideration it is pre-
fumed that in the laft five months of this feffion the .
ftudent may have acquired a competent view of lo-

gic and moral philofophy, durmg the mornmg hours
of each day.

TurovGHOUT every part of this courfe, and
on every leading or moft i important fubjed, the ftu-
dents fhould be required to write and produce Ef
fays, which at proper feafons fhould be partly read_
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amd crmcnfed by the prmcxpal and profeﬂors, as We“'v‘-
~with regard to the matter as the manner of compo-
fition.”

C

i A;s youth'iqn puﬂ'uit of lvitcra'ry‘ knoiyllédge cap:
not_be too lxiqch exercifed in comp?ﬁng‘ E{Tay§,
fach ekeréifes thould be prefcﬁbed as prize eﬁ"a?s to
be determmed or adjufted at the clofe of each feﬁion.'
‘Such as'obtained the prize might be fpoken or read
‘before the literaty charaers of the State, the pa-
trons of the College, anid what other audience mwht

be affembled on thofe occafions. ' '

' 'lmz pnze eﬁays or dlﬂ'ertatlons {hould, in a
publxck femmary, be as various as the different fub-
jed@s of ftudy ; fo that an ample field for excellence
and emulation fhould be afforded to thofe of every
"defcnptmn of genius and proficiency in clafﬁcal cri-
txcal mathematncal and phﬂol‘ophxcal reading.

é

ON the opemng of the third and laft feffion of the
courfe of this feminary, the ftudents WOuld be pre-
pared for turning the chief part of their attentxon to
- Natural Phxlofophy. A concxfe dyfem of it, in all
its parts, fhould be taught experxmentally durmg‘
thxs.feﬁion, at leaﬁ for two hours each day, and a
fuitable apparatus fhould be proqued for thls pur~
pofe. Each State College fhould alfo have an ob«
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fervatory . and a proper apparatus for making aftro-
nomical obfervations. . o

OccasioNaLLy during this feflion the pro-
per profeflors thould continue leGures on the va-
rious branches formerly acquired ; and each ftudent
defigned for the National Univerfity thould be pre-
- pared fortaking a'Batchelor of Arts’ degree. -

TroucH Natural Philofophy ought principally
to engage the attentioi‘i during this year', yet 'th’e'
ftudent ought carefully to attend, at the éropef hours,
on the profeffor of claffical learning and belles let-
tres, and alfo on the profeffor of mathematicks, in
order to be perfe&ted in the higher branches efpeci-
ally as they are fubfervient to the more ufeful, ‘as
well as the more fublir'né', fciences. °*

At the end of the courfe, {uch as mtended to
ftand candidates for a diploma or degree fhould
give in their names to the principal, who, after an
impartial and ftri& examination in the clafficks and
various {ciences, fhould confer on them their de-
grees accordmg to the ufual forms. But in order to
promote the interefts of, and give the greater dignity
to, the Natxonal Univerfity, no degree higher than

" that of Batchelor of Arts fhould be conferred-at any
'of the State Colleges.
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As youth advance in years, their amufements:
fhould proportionably become more manly and dig«
nified ; fothat while at this feminary, I would -have
the recreative hours of theft firft feffion fpent "in
learning to dance, and in acquiring a polifhed ad-
drefs in converfation and manners. It would appear:
that the- profeffion of teaching dancing, might be
extended toa much more important degree of dig-
r;ity as well as advantage, at a feminary of publick
inltrucion, thanit commonly is in the domeftic fcenes
_(;f foctetys This is not to be underftood as infinu-
ating that the Dancing mafter thould be more ref-
pected than any other teacher or profeffor.  This is
already what the flippant airs and forward addrefs
of the greater part of thefe gentry too generally fe-
cure them from fuch as are difpofed to be more cap-
tivated with external appearances than inward me-
rit. But what is heredefigned to be inculcited s,
that it would be a great acqﬁiﬁiidn to a place of
pubhck inftru&ion, could fuch tutors be procured
as would teach dancing, apohfhed addrefs. in con-
verfanon, -and alfo the proper,attxtudes, geltures and

a&mns in elocutxon

Ox thefecond {eﬂxon at thxs fcmlmr), the ﬂu-’
dems’hours of amufement,whuh from thecoutfe here

laid down could not be miny ,mlght be properly fpene :
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i learning mufic, and on the third fefion, mufic
and fencing. Were proper mafters in teaching thefe
feveral ornamental accomplifhments conftantly pro-!
cured and patronifed, it is prefumed that the ftu-
dent would, at the expiration of this courfe, be
properly qualified either for purfuing his literary
courfe to the very higheft {tage of improvement at
the National Uaiverfity ; or to commence his in-
tercourfe with the world as a fcholar; a man of
bufinefs, ora gentleman.

Section Eleventh,

On Tue NaTioNnaL UNIVERSITY.

Quid enim Munus RErrusLicz majus meliusve afferre
possumus quam si docemus atque crudimus JUVENTUTEM?

Cicxro.

N

THERE appears to be no obje&t on which a
great, extenfive, and-enlightened, Commonwealth
could with more propriety and juftice exhibit, even
to fome degree of excefs, its munificence, thaa in’
founding, endowing and fupporting a fuitable feat
of national impfovcmcnt in literature and eruditis
on. Obje&s of publick profperity in manufaétures,
commerce and inland navxgatlon havc every claim
to publick and private patronage and encourage-
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mert ; but even thefe are furely of na more than
‘fecondary importance, when compared - with what
.1s effential, in elevating, enlightening, and dignify-
ing, the human mind. As far as the mental pow-
ers of man and the means neceffary to ftrengthen,
epcreafc and envigorate, thofe powers, are fuperior
to mere bodily endowments and the means of pam-
pering thefe ; fo far ought inftitutions for mental
improvement to be-encouraged, as fuperior to every
other confideration or fubje&t of publick advantage.

To found, however, a2 National Univerfity on

any other plan, than as the confummation of fome

{uch fyftem as the preeeeding, would be in a great

- meafure to circum{cribe its advantages to the com-
munity. ‘

SUCH a Univerfity could with propriety be
only calculated for inftruction in the higher depart-
ments of literature, and vain would be the effelts
of fending youth to fuch a femxnary without due
preparmon. ; o

TITis owmg tothis negle&, that fo many of the
;Umvcrﬁues in Europe have been fo meffe&ual and
'fruxtfefs in thexr general operation, as they have hl- |
mcno provcd Such’ as attend after a proper prc-
pa:army courfc, have reaped all that advantage fronq

P
. -
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them they have expe@led ; whilefuch as were admit-
_ed whean deflitute of due qualifications, have pafied
through the fyftems . of inftru&tion, and. remained

nearly as ignorant as when they commenced.

BuT a Nationai Univerfity, placed at the head
of the foregoing plan, and counefted with every
branch or feminary of the general fyftem, would
tend, not oaly to finith or confummate the whole
literary courfe, but alfoto confer upon it that na-
tional dignity and importance, which fucha couibi-
nation of public patronage and intereft would juft-
ly expe&t and merit. Itwould thus conftitute the
fountain head of {cience, that centre to which all
the literary genius of the commonwealth would
tend ; and from which, when matared by its inftruc-
tive influence, would diffufethe rays of knowledge
and [cience to the remoteft fituations of the United
government.

ConsipErED in this point of view, and the
different feminaries conneed with it, it would re-
femble that great fource and centre of light to the
Natural world which, together with the primary
and fccondary bodies enlightened and preferved by
its mﬂuence, form that wondcrful that harmom-
ous fyftem, ‘which Juftly excites our adoranon of

: }nm, who is the great fource of all know;edge,
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Tae local fituation of the National Univerfity
ought to be centrical, and well chofen with regard
to healthinefs and convenience. It might be of ad-
vantage in fome refpedts to it, to be contiguous to
the feat of government, in order that the youth,
Laving an opportunity of occafionally feeing the
Grand Council of the nation, Thould be animated by
that patriotifm which they intheir turn might on a
future day be called upon to exercife for their coun-
try.

THEIR contiguityalfo to the colleGted wifdom
and refpeQability of the legiflative body might,
when confidering themfelves as almoft fituated un-
dertheirinfpe&ion, be the means of enciting them
to that lgudable emulation which is fo conducive
to literary improvement. . |

Bux tho’ it might be moft eligible that the fitu-
ation of fuch a feminary be contiguous to the feat of
government, it doqs pot appear that it ought to be
within the confines of a great or populouscity. In
thefe in general, there abound too mahy fcenes of
feduétion, tod many examples of proﬂxgacy, and
too many opportunities of vicious corruption. A
few miles diftance from fuch a city and alfo from
the feat of government might oceafionally -afford
all the advantages- both offered, without fubjecting .
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the youth to any danger of acquiring difrefpe&t for
the one, or being feduced by the temptations of the
Other. ' ' . !

Tae Univerfity buildings, in magnitude and
ftyle of archite€ture, ought to be fuitable ia every
refpelt to the important purpofes for which they
were defigned, and alfo to the chara&ter and dignity
of the nation. The fuitable plan and extent of thefe
buildings, would properly come under the dire&is
on of the general governmentand  Board'of Eduica-
tion. It maynot, however, be inconfiftent with thé
defign ofthis Effay to throw out a few hints even
with regard to thefe accomrﬂodatioxis. -

‘Tue following are the principal buildings that
fhould be comprifed under the génetal plan : - Pro.
perapartments for the Prefident and Vice Prefident
of the Univerfity, and contigubna te thefe -a; great
room or hall for'the faculty of profeffors\to affemble
in, ‘on the bufinefs of the Univerfity ; in which al-
{o the ftudents thould be matricnlated .and the feve-
ral-degrees conferred after the. prppgrgxamiﬁation.
by.the faculty. it
~ "“Tuere ought to'be alfo.a very large @dfpd*
cious Pnblick ‘Hall, fufficieotly’ edpacious:-to -vou-,
tain, on proper occafions, * #1Fthe dtudents of whe.

g,
R . . e w
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Univerfity; the faculty of profeffors, and alfo any -
refpe@able affemblage of fpeQators or audience:
that might occafionally be introduced. S

A commodious, well deﬁghed and fitted-out
clafs-room, for the profeffor of each particular Art:

or Science, would be neceffary, furnithed with:
fuitable pews, properly arranged and numbered ;
and alfo with airefpetable defk or pulpit for the
profeflor, Yogether with fach preffes or other recep-
tacles for Books, and fuch other apparatus as would
bé neceflary for him during the hoursof inﬁru&ion}-v
"+ ConveNtenT houfes or aparmients fhould
alfo be provided for all*'the variots- 'préfeﬁ'ors il
the arts and fciences, andit might be moft-eiigible,
that each of their clafs-rooms thould be contiguous
(o,'o’r a'djoin'ing; their private apartthents- A ftew.
ard’s houfe would alfo be neceffary, in which "de-
“partment of the buildings it would be. requifite to |
"have a competent number of kitchens and fpacious
' dining-rooms, and overthefe, lodging rooms for the
ftudents. Underthe'dire&ion of the féward, but
fubje& to the authority and government of the
ficulty,” the ftudents fhould be accommodated
‘with boarding-énd lodgings. Under “the Steward
there ought alfo to be a Chamberlain, whofe officeit
thould be, by the aid of his fervants, to keep all
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the Halle, clafs-rooms and lodging-rooms-clean, in

good order and fupplied in the winter with fire, can<
dles, or whatever elfe thould be neceffary. -

Txe buildings thould alfo comprehend ahoufe
for a Publick Library, a Mufeum, and alfo proper
* apartments for thofe who taught the ornamental
arts, efpecially a Hall for Painting, another for
Mufick, and athird for Statuary. It might alfo, in
afeminary of this kind, be ufeful to introduce fome
of the moft ingenious of the mechanical arts. A
Printer of the very firft abilities and - reputation
could not be difpenfed with, who fhould be fur-
nithed with proper accommodations for carrying on
that buiinefs, and who fhould keep a book-thop
well fupplied with fuch books and ftationary as
would be neceffary for the ftudents attending the
Univerfity. .

"Tue front or elevation of the Univerfity builds
ings would from this view be properly defigned for
accommodati,ng the.prefident and vice prefident ;
the large hall or room for the faculty to meet in on
the bufinefs of the Univerfity, -and alfo for the
great Publick or Common Hall, for accommodat-
ing occafionally the whole Uaiverfity. '

‘ u
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‘Trx feveral Profeffors’ houfes, with their refs
pedtive clafs-rooms fhould, in the manner of wings,
extend rere-wards, fo as that; being at right angles
with the front-building, oneach end, they together
with it would form three fides of a fquare of build-
ings. They fhould however be fet at a diftance fo
remote, that the inner area formed by them, fthould
be fufficiently capacious for the following plan of
buildings:

AT the breadth of one hundred feetfrom each
range of that {quare in the area, another fhould be
built for the accommodation of the fteward and
chamberlain, the neceffary kitchens, dining rooms
and lodging rooms for the ftudents.

WituiN this {quare, at a proper diftance
fhould be a third, which would neceffarily be di-
minifhed in its dimenfions, for the accommodanon
Yf theteachers of the - omamenta_l arts, with their
refpe@ive Halls, and alfo for the Printing-officé
and book-thop. .On the 'moft central part of the
buildings a magnificent fteéple fhould be ere&ed
with-a proper bell. On the top thould bea cupola
or dome fit- for an Obfervatory, and fufliciently
large to admit of an- Aftronomical . apparams in the
firft ﬁyle ofimprovement.. '
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.- Tut fmoke, however, arifing from the fur-
rounding buildings might be found' aw obftru&tion
to this part of the plan.  In this cafe the fteeple
might terminate . with a fpire, and an obiervatory
would have to be ereéted fomewhere contiguous ta
the Univerfity. :

On the fourth fide of the external fquare allot-
ted to the various profeffors-of the fciences, beiog
oppofite to the front, might be erefted buildings
for the Library, Mufeum, &c. Exacly in the

middle of each fide of each of thefe three fquares
of building thould be a publick or common entrance,
arched over fo as not to intercept the range, and
on each an iron gate to be thut precifely ata certain
fixed hour at night. ‘That on the front fhould be
ornamented in a maguificent ftyle, having on the
upper part of the gate on each fide, in baffo releivo,
the Arms of the United States. |

THe reafon that the various profeffors’ houfes
have, on this fketch of a plan, been afligned to the
outfide {quare is, that they would find themfelves,
with refpe@® to gardens and other conveniences,
moft advantagcouﬂy and comfortably fituated in that
marnner ; anod would alfo thus form an._inclofuré
round the youth lodgedin the inner fquares of the
buildings, fo that when proper order-and regulati-
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ons'were'maifitained, there fhould be no egrefs or
ingrefs after a.fixed hour at night, without the know-
ledge ‘of fome of the profeffors: The cenfor genes
ral ought.alfo to vifit each room, at a certain hour
and repert the abfent... . :

In the rear of the building thould be an am-.
ple enclofure- for walks and place of recreation for
the ftudeats. - Here alio fhould be a Botanical gar-
den, coctaining a houfe for the gardener, and a
fummerhoufe hall for the purpofe of le€turing upon
that fuence A bulldmg fora chemlcal laboratory
and Ie&unng hall fhould be alfo ere&ed in this en-
clofure, as bemg better fecured agamﬁ accxdents
than lf conne&ed with t,he Univerfity bu1ldmgs

»IN'mee celebrated Univerfities, it.is allowed
the Profeffors to board a few ftudentseach, gene-
rally the fons of perfons of diftintion who can af
ford to pay an extraordmary price for that privilege.
Such ftudents, bmldmg ‘upon their intimacy- and
intereft mth the profcffors, commonly aflume tq
themfelves afupercehous candud to their fellow,
ﬁudcnts, and confequently excite, .and’ too often
Juﬂlv, a fpmt of Jealoufy, efpecxally in every gene,
ral competition for literary prizes or diftin&ion.

“-Tw order ¢ffeCtually ta remove every jeéloufy
of this nature, all ftudents at the National Univery
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firy of the United States thould be, with. refpe& to
publick accommodations, on a footing of impartial
equality, and the feveral profeflors prohibited from
boarding or lodging any in- their families. Any
profeflor deteéted in adts of partiality from pecuniary
or gorrupt motives, or indeed on any confideration,
thould be immediately divefted of his office, and
accufations of this nature fhould be attended toby
the Board of Education.

THE faculty of the National ﬁniverﬁtj fhould
be an incorporated body, invefted with proper au-
thority to make laws and rcgulatxons refpe&mg the
government of the Univerfity and for prefermng
peace and order through all its departments It
would, however, feem advifeable that this learned
body, as well as the profeflors in all ‘the other femi«
naries, fhould be amenable to the Board of Education.

A Principal of the higﬁé(l literay charaer and
well difpofed to the office of inftruction ; and alfo a
Vice Principal or chancellor of the fame defcription,
fhould be placed at the head of this Univerfity, fup-~
ported by fuch falaries as were fmted to the dxgmty
of their office,

. THERE ought to bea Profeflor of claffical learn-
ing or belles lettres and compofition ; a profeflor
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of ‘Lafin and Roman antiquities; a profeflor of
Greek and Grecian antiquities ; a profeflor of He-
brew and Oriental languages ; a profeflor of rheto-
© 1ic, logicand moral philofophy; a profeflor and
affiltant profeflor of natural philofophy ; a profeffor
of mathemziticks 3 a profefflor of aftronomy; a
profeflor of hiftory and chronology ; a profeflor of
law and the principles of government, and a profeffor-
of elocution and oratory. Befides thefle, the various
profeﬂ'oi's in the medical department, and alfo the
profeﬁors of the vanous ornamental arts, would
compofe that refpe&able faculty to whom the i import-
ant charge of this feminary fhould be entrufted un-
der the diretion of the Literary Board.

ALL thefe different profeflors fhould have fixed
falaries, fo that their fupport thould not depend on
the precarious attendance of many or few ftudents
in the refpe&ive fciences or arts which they profefled.

. Tae principal of the Univerfity thould have
proper -and :r,cgular' accounts kept of the money
received from all, the different ftudents for their
boarding and inftruction,, which fhould be added
annualiy to the funds raifed for fupporting the. infti~
tution Thefe and all other regulations of the fame
nature under the fan&ion of government Ihould fall
to the difecion of the Board of Education.
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I¥ the admiffion only of prpperly prepared -ftu<
dents into the ftate colleges has with propriety.been
recommended on-this plan, ftill mere firifkdy ought:
. this to beattended to in the National Univerfity.

In order to maintain the intereft of the fate
colleges, as well as the Univerfity, no ftudent fhould
be admitted into the latter, but fuch as brbﬁght a
diploma or degree from the former, fo being they
were citizens of the United States ; and if fbrvcigbn-t
* ers, withouta proficiency, on ftri examin:;tidn,
in claffical and mathematical learning, equal to thofe
who had gone through their courfe at the vf}ta'tc ﬂcgl-:
leges. - ' ‘V

ON the entrance of every ftudent, on the con<
ditions above ftated, it fhould be the bufinefs
" of the Principal or Vice Principal to receive,
from their parents, guardians. er themfelves,
fome information of their profeflional views in life;
and-agreeably to.fuchinformation to diret the courfe
of their ftudies at the Univerfity. - The -ufeful fcis
ences fhould eccupy the moft ferious hours of ftudy,
and the ornamental be attended for the purpofe of
relaxation, T : Lo

o Ir wnuld probably be found neceﬂ'ary that an
cxccpuon {kould be made wuh regard to the above
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terms of admittance, in favour of the medical ftus
dents. Their literary proficiency and other prepa-
ratory knowledge ought, with great propriety, to be
prefcribed and required of them on enteiing the Uni.
verfity, but it does not appear neceffary or indif-
penfible that they fhould have paffed through fuch
a comprehenfive and fcientific courfe of both mathe-
matical and claffical learning as'has been affigned to
ftudents of another defcription, whofe views were
not directed to any particular profeffion, but merely .
to the higheft attainment in literary knowledge —
By this, however, it is by no means to be underftood,
that the medical ftudents fhould be in any degree
deficient in ufeful or polite literature ; it only fug-
gefls that moft of them having to attend fome prac-
tifing phyfician previous to entering the Univerfity,
it would not appear reafonable to require it as a con.
dition of their entrance that they, fhould produce a
degree from the State College.

THE literary or’ {cientific improvement of all
the ftudents, whatever were their views, would much
depend upon a proper divifion of their hours of ftu-
-dy ; and it ought to be the peculiar province of the
vice-principal to direc them in this refpe&.

. On_every Saturday there ought to be a gene-
ral meeting of the faculty and all the ftudents in the



{ t6r ¥
public hall, ‘and a catalogue of the naines of all the
ftudents called by the cenfor general for the week.
"This office the ﬁudents, agreeabiy to the alphabeti-
gal order of their names, fhould dlfchaljge alternately
weekly, the cenfor at the time of 'calling the cata-
logue notmg carefully fuch a3 were abfent '

_ EacH profeffor thould alfo keep the fame or~'
der in h;s clafs, having a weekly cenfor who fhould
call the catalogue and note the abfent. Thefe ';ataf
logues Thould be laid before the Principal and facul-
ty every Saturday, and the delinquents in abfenting
themfelves without a proper d@pology laid under a
fuitable penalty. V

IT would appear to be moft eligible that none,
of thefaculty of the National Univerfity, whether
Principals of Profeflors, fhould be clergjmen of any,
denofnination; orif they were, that they thould
fufpend every clerical funétion during tliéir being

members of that body, and devote themfel\ es folely

to their oﬁice .

.On e,verySatutday,.,after the examination of
the catalogue with regard to condu& through the
week, three of the {tudents, who had been in their
turn nominated orators for the day, fhould deliver

- v e
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alternately, from the roftrum, an oraiien, not exceeds
ing twenty minutes in length each, on fome litera-
Ty or ph'il‘ofophical' fubje& of their own qhooﬁggg—.
The man@fcfipts of thefe orations {hoﬁld be kept by
the faculty, at leaft :dl the end of the feffion ;. and
prizes conferred on fuch as excelled. After the,
orations they may be difmiffed by the Principal with
aq exhortauon to good behaviour, and with prayer.

Oy tthabbaths there ought to be . divine fcr-
vice in the Publick hall, and as, . agreeably to thxs.
plan, none of the profeffors fhould att .as clergymen,
two Univerfity chaplains fhould be annually chofen
to officiate alternately. 'To prevent any idea of reli-
gious partmhty, thefe chaplains ought to be of dif-
ferent denominations of prote&ants; asis commonly
obferved in chooﬁng chaplams for the houle of con-’
grefs. It would be moft commcndable alfe that they:
thould be y0ung clergymen, thhout any parochial
charge, who might ‘with, on account of xmprove-‘
ment, to refide in' the Univerfity a feflion or two,
even after being admitted to the miniftry. Unpro-
vided, for young clergymen thus chofen altetnately
by the faculty, efpecially fuch as had been educated

on this plan, fhould be preferred ; ‘and in thus re:
cemnga fuxtable falary would be greatly ferved
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thereby as individuals, and it would alfo be ferving
the religious interelts of the community,

Tat whole faculty thould, with the utmoft fo-
.lemnity; attend on divine fervice, ina body; and an
. elevated and refpectable pew fhould be provided for
them in the hall, as well for their aécommodation on
this, as on orher publ;ck occafions. B

A few of the youth educated at the public cx-»'
pence, who had taken 2 degree at the State Collegé,,
fhould alfo be admitted, on the fame foundation, to
the National Univerfity. - Their courle of ftudy
fhould alfo be directed by the Principal, agreeably to
the plans or condmons alrcady fpecified. .

Ar the end of ariennial courfe at the Um.ver.
ty, {tudents properly qualified thould obtain a maf-
ter of Arts’ degree. No fee | whatever fhould bc‘:
demanced by the faculty for any degree whatéver,
moré than merely paid the’ expence of having the}
diplomamade out in a prdper manner. From a
Univerfity of fuchi dighity every caufe of fufpicion
fhould be removed that any degrees weré¢ conferred
from any othér motive than real merit.

A degree of dotor of phyfick, or do&or of
laws, mlght be conferred by the faculty 3 but it does
nat appear proper that it fhould confer a degree of
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doétor of divinity, more efpecially, if, as previoufly
obferved on the foregoing plan, it fhould be confi.
dered molt eligible that Theologxcal ftudents, after
their phxlofophlcal courfe, fhould not be tavght in
the Univerfity of the United States, Clergymen of
any denomination ought furely to receive that hono-
r'ary' dittin@ion with more propriety from the higher
judicatures of their own body, than fro_m one, ma-
ny members of which might be probably little ac-
quainted with theological merit or fubjects of divinity..

Agreeably to the uniform plan here laid
down, ftudents cntering'thé Univerfity at the expi-
ration,of the eighteenth year of their age, would
have finifhed their courfe at the end of the twenty
firft ; and thus at the age of maturity would be pre-
pared for atting their part on the theatre of the world,

IF the variaus ftages of proﬁciency throughout
the other fe'minaries'be attenaed to, it éan_bel con-
fidered no objedtion to this that it is not compleated
till fo late a period. The ftate college fhould - pre.
pare youth for any profeffion or bufinefs in life; but
the great end of the National Univerfity fhould be to,
accommodate fuch as withed to indulge their hterary
genius to the greateﬁ poﬂible extent, and who were
in fuch cn‘cumﬁances as to account no part of their
life fpent more agteeably or to better advantagc, thag,
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in-receiving the higheft poffible 1mpmvement in
Arts and Sciences.

. .. e
IR

CONCL USI ON

SHOULD the foregoing outlines of a Plan of
National Education be f{uited to the local fituation
or extent of the United States of America, itis pre-

fumed that, under proper patronage and the direc..
tion of @ well chofen Literary Board, it. would am-

ply provide for the proper inftru&tion of :youth in.
every poffible circumnftance of life, and alfo for any -
particular. bufinefs or profefion. Much however
has been here omitted, that might be found necef~
fary, in filling up the fyltem when reduced to pratice.

- THE great end and defign of Education is the
tmprovement of the human mind in virtuous, ufefal -
and ornamental knowledge; ‘and in the progrefs of
a plan of public inftrution mach would occur from
time to time to promote that invaluable purpofe,’
which without great prolixity could not be Introducs
ed in an Effay of this nature. Indeed it is on-
Iy juft to allow fuch an ample ficld for "p;ogrel'ﬁvdz
hnprd#ement, in this refpe, as it would be illiberal

"o
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to hava.circumfcribed it by any fixed or exclufive
prallical fyftem.

In this view of the fubjet, as well as in many
others, appears the greatimportance of an incorpo-
rated Board of Prefidents of Education.  Their abi-
lities, literary knowledge, extenfive information,
and correfporidénce with thie learned world, would
enable them occafionially to enrich fach a plan as the
foregoing with whatevet might beft tend to promote
its fuccefs.. Oné great deficiency in education, as
eonducted in even the molt enlightened -countries,
is the wafit of fuch a refpetable body of well quali-
fied guardians as fhould conftantly watch over its
interefts and add dignity to it by their virtue and ta"
lents. Publick itiftfuction has been t60 much and
generally committed to the truft and direGion of
thole only who were actual tutors ; or if placed un-
der the authority of fome digaified patron, has been
generally owing rather.to the pecuniary endowments
of the opulentdunee; than to qualifications ertitled.
to the higheft relpeQability of charalter on account
of literary merit. . S -

L5t it then be particularly “obfervad, that by
the mtrodetion of fuch a learned body for the pur-:
pofes already fpecified; the foregoing Effay e to-
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lay, in the firlt place, fome claim’ to the publick atd
tention, as in that refped fuperior to any {yftem of
inftru&tion known to the writer of this Effay. .. But,:
in the fecond place, the uniformity of this plan of
publick inftru&tion would, it is prefumed, contri-
bute highly to its fuccefs, and, at the fame time, con-
duce much both to the improvgment andvem!b,clliﬂ)-g
mentof {ociety. It mightalfo, in no fmall degree,,
be produtive of, not only harmony.of fentiments,,
unity of tafte and mapners, but ﬂfo, the patriotic,
principles of genuine Federalifm amangft the fcatter-,
ed and variegated citizepsof this extenfive republick.;

Every perfon tolerably ,acqhainted with the
prefent ftate of Edycation in this country, and the
great obftru&tion and difcoyragement ftudents meet
with by not being conftantly fupplijed with the necef-
fary books, and alfb from the various editions of the
fame authors, muft be difpofed to allow that it would‘
be neceffary to eftablith or encourage . a printer in
each ftate for fupplying the feminaries with the pro-
per authors in each fcience. This regulanon, it is
prefumed, would in no fmall degree contribute to
the fuccels of the plan.

‘  ~The. ‘youth educued at the pupliék €XPERCE’
might alfo, if properly condu&cd and difpofed of,
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tend highly ta the interefts of literature, efpecially in
keeping up a fupply of proper tutors for all the dif-
ferent departments of the courfe. N

Uspex fuch ; a fyﬁem, propetly founded and
organized, it does not appear that the expence of. .
cducation would be much greater to the com mumty'
than it is at prefent, efpecially as it refpe&s the two
firft introdu@ory feminaries. Onaccount of trufting
to unfettled of ‘itinerant teachers of the firft rudi-
ments of inﬁru&ioh, ‘moft of the youth “fir' for the
primary fchool loofe at one time what ‘they "gain at
another; and, thus, not only mifpend one half of
the feafon for inftruction ; -but alfo oecafien double
expence for the fame degree of proficiency.

-

Ir cannot be properly obje&ed to the precedmg
plan, that it reqmres too much time to compleat
the fclennﬁc courfe, while it prov1des for thofe of
every poﬂ'xble cn'cumﬁance, profeﬂion or view m
life. It may fuit very many of the youth in the com-
mumty to be fatisfied with what literary mﬁru&lon
ﬁ:ey receive in even the primary fchool, and fhould
it be condu&ed on the plan fpecified in the confider-
ation of that féminary, it muft be fufficient for all

the common ccsacems, buﬁnefs, or even happme&,
of life. - :
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- 'Tae higher ftages of the. fyftem, it is preflumed,.
may be adapted to all the different views or defigns;
of the publick, fo that whilean ample field of _im,-l
provement is held out and provided for the moft ex-
alted genius or the moft liberal profeflions ; each

fubordinate degree alfo may be accommodated to
1ts fausfaéhon.

Innnn itis only a fyﬁem of this nature that
can be worthy the adoption of an enlightened nati«
on, difpofed impartially to provide for the impove-
ment of all its_ citizens agree;ably to their yiews anc!
c1rcumﬁances‘ i

In England, enhghtcned in literary improve-
inent as they conceive themfelves to be, has it not
beéﬁ. owing to fo much being expended on founding
th endowing two pompous Univerfities, without
faking care to found proper preparatory feminarie’;
conie@ed with them, that a few only have become
eminent in fcievnce,' u‘hﬂe the bulk of the commu-
hity m that country continue té be fo xlhterate.

IN every country poﬂ'eﬁ'ed of geruine f freedom
and imprefled with a juft fenfe of its value, nothmg
can be more. worthy of publlck attention thanan im.
: ,jprovement in the means of pubhck mﬁru&xon—-

Wherever {cientific knowl;dge isgenerally culuvateg,
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there mult the dignity and rights of man be beft
Known and, confequently, not only mof highly vas
lued, butalfo beft fecured from corruption, and
moft ably maintained and vindicated from encroach«
ment and ufurpation.

"Burin order to this it is neccﬂ"ary that the fyfs
tem of education fhould be generally fuited to the
citizens ; that it fhould comprehend every defcrip-
tion of fituation and circumftance, uncircumfcribed
by partial endowments, local prejudnces, or perfonal
attachments.

Hasrts of attention to fcience are generally
fraught with knowledge and virtue. It is impoffi-
ble that the mind which has undergone; from the
firlt [dawnings of reafon to' maturity, that difcipline
whxch fuch a uniformand extenfive fyltem of inftruc-
txon would inculcate and require, can have imRibed
any ﬁrong bxas m favour of vice or immorality.

Thz ptncxples of moxa}s, however, and qf
publick and private virtue, would nor, on the pre-
‘ceeding plan, be left to the mere eEc& of fcientific
*difcipliné, They would require the diligent, fofter-
‘ing hand of care, as well asall the influence of dig-
nified example. And fuch, and fuch, only fhould be
“the examples exhibited in the chara@ers and con-
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du& of all the various tutors throughout their. refs
petive feminaries, at leaftin fuitable proportion to,
the eminence of their fituation.

Onz.great deficiency in ‘modern education, it
muft be alldwed, is, that as the fciences lave been:
énlarged and improved, efpecially fuch as depend on:
nathiematical knowledge, a proportionable attention-
foa preparatory introdution by mathematicks has
been, too generally, either difpenfed with altogether,
or af beft incileated in a very fuperficial manner.

" "Frow this confideration, ample time has been
allowed in every department of this courfe for ac-
quiringa thorough knowledge of mathematxcal learn-
ing in all its various branches. No part of 1nItruc-
tion fo much merits public patronage as thls, whe.
tber we view it as regarding all the ufeful purpofes,.
arts and occupations of life ; or as'elevating the hu:
man mmd enlarging the capacuy of its powers, 2 and
,enabhng it to extend its fcnentxﬁc comprehenﬁon
from the moﬁ humble to the mo& fubhme and exalt-
<d of the woxks of God. L '

1. the parlulgof literary know}edge {ome may
Irdve @ geniue for: mvathematicks and ‘the fciences
founded-ow themy who might difeovér-little talte or
abiliviesfor underftanding the elegancies of ‘clafficat
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compofition; the acquifition of ancient languages,
or enriching their own by their copioufnefs and dig-
nificd beauties. A general or national fyftem of in-
firution ought therefore ta be well accommodated
to every different genius whether claffical or-mathe-
matical ; and it is only by being fo accommodated
that it could merit general or publick. encourage-
ment. It will be found, however, that there ase few
who have gaod natural abilities for one fpegies of
literature, who may not alfo make competent proficis
ency, to whatever part of it the mind may bedirected.
All, then, who fhould be conﬁdered as liberally edu-
cated, ought to be well mﬁru&cd in the mathemetical
fciences. . Thereis, perhaps, no nation of the modern
world, that hath )ét adopted any uniform fyﬁem of
pubhck patronage for the general diffufion of this
'part of education ; but its, various advantages are
perhaps impofiible to be calculated, c:uld it be ge-
nerally extended to the gxeateﬁ part of the youth
in any commumty

ON an impartial review of the courfe here laid
gown, it daesnot.appear that any known fcience,
really ufefui or ornamental, or the means of ac-
.quiringit, hath been omitted. - Should any fuch |
emifion, however, appear, it ought pot ta dif
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credit the plan, the principal object of which hath
been, not only the confideration of the pablick ef-
tablihment of the belt means of promoting thé
higheft degree of literary improvement ; but more
efpecially, itseftablithment on a general, uniform,
. national foundation ; leaving, in fome meafure, the
pradlical partto be filled up, asthe progreflive im-
‘provemert in the {ciences, and in the means of ac-
quiring them may, under- proper patronage, en-
couragement and dire@ion, from time to time,
inculcate. S

———————— quibus hzc, sint qualiacumqixg,
Arridere velim : doliturus, si placeant spe Deterius nostra.

Hox -

THE END.
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