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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE following difcourfe hath nothing elfe to
recommend it, than the importance of the
fubjet. This, indeed, is confefledly great.
The author himfelf, as a compound being,
partakes in the vanity of the things he de-
fcribes. Heis now acting his part on this tran-
fitory theatre, and muft foon pafs into one
which will be fixed and permanent. The
form of the work is like to be but of momen-
tary exiftence ; but the matter which it exhi-
bits will be an eternal verity. And if the men
who are now wholly immerfed in the diftrac-
ting caresof bufinefs, or are continually whir-
led about by the inchanting diflipations of plea-
fure, would allow themfelves an hour or two,
occafionally, for the confideration of it, they
would, in all probability, act their parts better
on this ftage of time, and pafs into a world
of eternal realities, with lefs regret, and with
more of peace, joy and exultation, than they
_generally do. To lead to, and affift in, this
important confideration, is the motive of the
author: May a divine blefling crown his
endeavours with fuccefs. Amen.
A 2

JUN 251900 K gt



The tranfitory and evanefcent nature of

all Sublunary things, from

CORINTHIANS, vil. 31,

——Tbe fafbion of this world paffeth away.

HE inordinate love of this prefent world,

and an undue attachment to its plea-

fures and interefts, is the greateft fource of

delufion in human nature. It is the fatal pre-

cipice, the hidden rock, over which miriads

of thoughtlefs finners tumble headlong into

the pit of deftruction. Itis the broad way in

which blind and ftupid mortals are daily croud-
ing down to the chambers of death.

The apoftle Fohn fums up all that is in the
world under three articles—T he luft of the
Slefb, the luft of the eye and the pride of life.
Thefe are generally termed by philofophers
and divines, the pleafures, profits and honours
of the world, which are the three principal ob-
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jeés about which the corrupt lufts and appe-
tites in the hearts of finners are employed.
And thereis not oneimpenitent finner, among
the fons and daughters of .4dam, who is not
under the abfolute dominion of fome .oze, if
not a// of thefe lufts; who does not purfue
fome one, if not all of thefe objelts, as his
chief end and higheft happinefs ; who does
not place his choiceft affeions upon them,
and employ his greateft care and thoughtful-
nefs about them.

SoME are entirely devoted to the brutal
pleafures of eating and drinking, and make
gods of their bellies. Their chief care is to

live fumptuoufly, and they would pawn their

very fouls for a dainty morfel.

. OtHERs, who, perhaps, are neither glut-
tons nor drunkards, yet, like the filthy {wine,
are continually wallowing in the lufts of con-

cupifcence. Their thoughts are nothing but

a fink of polution and defilement, and they -

can fcarcc open their eyes upon the world :
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but they behold fome obje@ which inflames
their impure defires, and defiles their con-
fcience. Their very dreams are {cenes of
~ debauchery, and every defire is an a& of adul-
tery or uncleannefs.

OTHERS, again, are fo much under the

- dominion of floth and indolence ; devote fo
much of their time to {leep and loitering, that
they had almoft rather fteal or flarve, than
draw a hand out of theic bofoms, or employ
themfelvesin any lawful induftry to obtain an
honeft livelihood. And thefe drones are not
only dead weights on fociety ; but have alfo
denied the Chriftian faith, and are worfe than
induftrious infidels.

Now, all thefe make provifion for the flesp,
to fulfil the brutifh lufts thereof. They may
be termed a fet of rational fwine, who de-
ferve not the name of men, much lefs of
Chriftians. _ |

Besipes thefe, there are another fpecies

of idolators in the world, commonly known
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by the name of mifers. Thefe men, tho’ not
altogether fuch fenfual brutes as the former,
yet havean equally mean paffion, and worthip
as bafe anidol. Gain is their greateft god-

linefs; and whether they obtain it honeftly,.

or otherwife, is feldom matter of confcience
with fuch. The heavenly inheritance, or the
eternal happinefs of their fouls, is a very fmall

rifque where there is a pretty certain profpect

~of money, The object of their choiceft af-

fections, the idol of their fouls, is locked up
in their coffers ; and their charity is, gene-
rally, fo cold, that the poor and needy feldom
tafte of their liberality. 1 need not, how-
ever, detain you longer with thefe perfons.
The world knows them fo well, and hates
them fo cordially, that théy feldom fail, even
in this life, to meet with fufficient mortifi-
cation.

ANoTHER clafs of men, of a caft of mind
a little more refined and elevated indeed

than the former, but who are equally flaves

—
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to the world, are intoxicated with the idle
dreams of greatnefs, and are the dupes of
ambition. Thefe are troubled with a lower
{pecies of Alexander’s frenzy, who would
have himfelf to be thought a god, and wor-
thipped by the credulous and fuperftitious
world as the fon of Zupiter Ammon. And
were it not a very ferious fubje® which I
am upon, anda foul-deftroying delufion which
I am expofing, it would be diverting e-
naugh to take a furvey of the trifles, toys,
and vanities ; the little fupernumerary advan-
tages, and childith baubles which the proud
and ambitious part of mankind fo eagerly
purfue, fo much pique themfelves upon ;
and, on account of which, they think them-
felves intitled to the wonder and adoration
of the world.

SoMmE think they are mightily fet abovethe
‘common level of mankind, by being defcend-
ed from rich or honourable parents, and ima-

gine that a peculiar deference is indifpenfibly
B
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due them on that account.—Others, who
cannot boaft fo much of pedigree, are ex-
ceflively lifted up in their own minds, be-
caufe they have, by fome chance or other,
met with more fuccefs in the world than their
neighbours, and have amafled more plentiful
fortunes than they. They meafure their me-
rit and importance by their acres or their in--
tereft, and think the world does them inju-
ftice, if it does not pay them a great deal of
deference and veneration on account of their
riches. And truly it muft be confefled, that
thefe feldom want their thare of admirers and
flatterers to feed their vanity: though they
would do well to confider, at the fame time,
that it is their wealth and not their perfons,
which is fo much adored and carefled.

OtHERs, again, are fo dazzled and over-
whelmed by a fenfe of their power and ele-
vation of rank, that they almoft forget they
are men, and would have fuch as are below

them pofleffed witha notion that they arefome-~

/
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thing above their order of beings: not con-
fidering that they are only fuperior by virtue
of their office, and that the power and tenure
by which they hold that office, is, under Gop,
immediately derived from that very people
whom they affed todefpife. Thefe, however,
feldom fail to be cherifhed in their delufion
by the voice of flatterers and fawning fyco-
phants.

OTHERSs are extremely anxious to be
thought wife, learned and politic, and when
they have once got themfelves perfuaded in-
to this opinion, are very much difpleafed if
the world is not of their mind and treats them
not accordingly.

Nay, notwithftanding the modithnefs of
vice in the prefent age, and how much dif-
advantage it is to a man’s charadter, in a
fathionable company, to appear fober and
pious ; yet there are not wanting fome, e-
‘ven in this libertine and licentious age, who

are ambitious of affuming this character, and
B2
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appearing religious ; and nothing could more
offend them, than to fufpec their fincerity.

OTxexs are fo charmed with their beauty,
ftrength, agility or gay attire, that they think
themfelves fufficiently intitled to the atten-
tion of the world on thefe accounts.

. Axp as mankind, in general, are fo blind
and prejudiced as to pay an undue efteem to
thefe outward perithing things, while true
moral excellence, unaffeGted virtue, and in-
ward purity and recitude are unnoticed and
neglected ; fo the ambitious part of the world
eagerly purfue the former, while they over-
look and defpife the latter. They earneftly
defire to be thought rich, noble, powerful,
learned, politic, gay or beautiful, becaufe
thefe things generally meet with flattery and
popular applaufe; while piety, virtue and fo-
briety, which are unfafhionable accomplith-
ments, and have their approbation and re-
ward in an invifible world, are paffed over

-without any efteem or regard. 3




[ r3 1]

Tuus various are the thapes in which the
love of the world prefents itfelf to mankind,
and draws off their hearts andaffeGtions from
Gop, religion and eternity.

Now, as the friendthip of this world, is
enmity againft Gop—As the love of the Fa-
THER cannot dwell in a breaft poflefled by fo
impure and bafe a paflion—Nor is it poffible
that a foul can bedevoted to the fervice of its
Maker, and at the fame time, a fervant to
its lufts, a flave to the honors, profits and
pleafures which furround it in this perifhing
{cene of things. In a word, as we mutft ei-
ther determine toovercome the world, or be
overcome by it—either refolve to difengage
our affectionsfrom its love and purfuit, or to
fuffer the lofs of our fouls—So, itis the great
bufinefs of religion to wean our affections
from the things of time and fenfe, and fix
them on future and eternal objects—ta ma-
derate our efteem of the prefent evil world,

by thewing its emptincfs and vanity, its un-

- T =y v o
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fatisfatory nature and fhort duration, and
fet before us the prize of immortal glory.

Axbp, perhaps, there is not, in the Chri-
ftian religion, a more proper argument for
this important purpofe than is contained in
our text;namcly—-“ T hat the fafbion of this
world paffeth away :* That all the glittering
appearances which captivate thoughtlefs fin-
ners, are of a tranfitory peri/bing nature. They
pafs away like fo many thadows in the moon-
thine, or like fo many golden dreams which
pleafe and delude the imagination but a few
moments, and fo lcave the expectation dif-
appointed ; and, therefore, are not to be
fought after in the jfir#? place, or with the
greatefl earnefinefs. :

THE apoftle, in the former part of the
chapter, had been advifing the Corinthians a-
bout the inexpediency of marriage in that
troublefome and diftreffed condition in which
the Chriftian Church was foon about to be

involved, by the perfecution of Nero—inti-

M e
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mating to them that the care of a family in
thofe perilous times, would be attended with
a great deal of trouble and diﬁiculty.' ‘Where-
fore he advifes, That fuch asalready had wives,
fhould fo far abate their fondnefs for them,
as tho’ they had none ; that they whowept thould
be as tho’ they wept not ; thay that refoiced, as
tho’ they rejoiced not ; they that boughty as tho
they poffeffed not ; and they that ufed this world,
as not abufing it— And then adds this general
reafon, of univerfal ufe in all ages of the world
and circumftances of life—For THE FAsHION

OF THIS WORLD PASSETH AWAY.

I'snari, by the divine affiftance,

‘1ft, ConNsIDER a little the fenfe and import
of the phrafe.

2dly, Prove the truth of the obfervation,
and fhew, in a fewinftances, how the fathion
of this world pafleth away.

3dly, Draw fome practical inferences from
the doctrine.
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I I am a little to confider the fenfe and
import of the phrafe.

By the fafbion of the world, we are doubt-
lefs here to underftand all that may be called
properly fublunary ; all the obje&s of our fen-
fes, appetites, " defires, and purfuits, which
arelimited and comfined to this prefent world,
this tranfitory fcene of things; its cuftoms
and manners, its pleafures and enjoyments,
its fchemes, projets, cares, amufements and
vanities ; all that, in thort, which now engages
the eager purfuitofits bufy inhabitants.- Thefe
various fathions and appearantes have a fpee-
dy period. They are pafling away like the
morning cloud and early dew. Death will
foon huth up allin profound filence, and there
will be an end of all things here below.

- The words in the original are very emphati-
cal, and fome of the ableft critics have obferved,
that the apoftle (who is well known to be fro-
quent, ingenious, and firiking in his allufions)
feems here to allude to theancient Greek and

‘wa
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Roman theatres. The Greck word xiuex,
which we tranflate fa/bion, may, we are told,
be as well tranflated fzene or mafquerade. 1f
it be taken in the fir/? fenfe, the allufion is to
the theatre or flage, where the aclors afflume
and perfonate various fititious characters,
and a& their feveral parts an hour or two,
for the amufement of the fpectators. But
when the play is finithed and the curtain
drop’d, the feveral attors are devefted of their
imaginary characters, and borrowed forms,
and appear again in their original meannefs
and infignificance. The fictitious emperors,
kings, heroes, ftatefmen, and politicians, be-
ing ftrip’d of their tinfeYd ornaments, are
converted into mere ftage-players, and are
intitled to no farther honour nor applaufe,
thanas they have acted their parts well. How
appofite and firiking is this allufion? How
juftly and elegantly is this world, and the
ftate of mankind in it, held forth to us un-

der this metaphor?
C
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For, what elfe is this world but a great’
flage or theatre, whofe fcenes are as fhifting

and variable,and whofe charalters are as vain

and phantaftic as the former? What a mighty
noife, buftle, and parade have we amongft
the great and confpicuous characters of thiy
world ? How do they fhine, and figure away,
and fill the world with the eclat of their great’

exploits and mighty atchievements, while the

poor, laborious, and moft ufeful part of man-

kind creep along the ftage, either covered
with obfcurity, or loaded with contempt ?
Well, in a fhort time, the curtain is drop’d,
and all thefe vain phantoms difappear. Death,
that mighty leveller, fweeps all the bufy
actors off the ftage of time, ftrip’d of all their
thort-liv’d honours and ornaments ; and be-
ing all brought upen a level, they go down
promifcuouly to the grave in their original
‘nakednefs and meannefs, and are mingled
without diftinction with their fifter worms

and kindred clay. Thus they pafs away as

—y
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a tale that is told, f_and in a few years the
wery remembrance of them peritheth !

- AN eminent critic on this place has ftill
gone farther, and fhewed that the folly and
infatuation of the bufy actors on the theatre
of this world, even exceed that of ftage-
players : for, that no ftage-attor was ever
{o far demented, as to fancy that he really was
~ awhat he appeared to be, or that the ftate.and
dignity he affumed, while on the ﬁagé, were
real, durable, and permanent things :—
‘Whereas the great, rich, and profperous in
this world, are generally fo drunk with the
cares of this life, and intoxicated with its ho-
nours and enjoyments, as to forget that they
are tranfitory and of fbert duration.

Ir we prefer the fecond fenfe of the word
«ipe, and tranflate it mafguerade, it will
point out to us thedeceit and hypocrify which
prevail in the world, and thofe fraudulent dif-
guifes which mankind too generally put on,

in order to deceive and impofe upon their
C:
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fellow creatures. Now the apoftle affirms,
that the prefent face of things fhall be chan-
ged; that this ftratagem, artifice, and diffi-
mulation fhall utterly pals away. Death
will foon pull off the mafque and vizard un-
der which wea&, wath away the varnith and
deceitful colouring, and fend away the actors
into the other world, naked and open to the
eyes of the whole invifible creation, without
the leaft covering to conceal their thame and

folly. 'We mow proceed,

11dly, To prove the truth of the doctrine,
and thew, ina few inftances, how the fathion
of this world paffeth away.

I may introduce this head of difcourfe with
this general obfervation—That this whole fub-
lunary world, in whatever phafis we view
it, orin whatever of its parts or appendages
we confider it, is of a fading, languithing na-
ture, liable to continual change and final dif-
folution. There is not any one thing under

A Y
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the fun, and that properly belongs to this
lower world, exempted from that prevailing
vanity which diffufes itfelf over this poor fcene
of change and diffolution : fo juftly do the
preacher and the prophet reprefent the pre-
fent ftate of things. FPanity of vanities, faith
the preacher, wvanity of vanities; behold all
is vanity and vexation of fpirit. The earth,
faith the prophet, mourneth and fadeth away ;
the world languifbeth and fadeth away; the
haughty people of the earth do languith.
Eccl. i. 2. If. xxiv. 4. But, to defcend to
particulars,

1/%. TuE men of this world are continual-
ly pafling away. Man groweth up like the
Sower, ané is cut down, and fo withereth. He
dieth and giveth up theghoft, andwhere is be ¢
- There is no veftage nor remembrance of him
left behind, for the place which once knew him,
knoweth him no more. One generation cometh,
&nd another goeth in quick fucceflions, like fo
many waves ranging in upon the beach, the
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Iaft always occupying the place, and extin-

guithing the very being, of that which went
before it.

Ta1s is not, indeed, the original ftate and -

conflitution of human nature. Had man kept
the firft covenant, his pofterity would have
continued in a ftate of immortal happinefs;
and never have felt the pains of difeafe, nor
the agonies of diffolution : nor need it per-

plex us, whether this would have happened '

by the ftrength of our original famina, or by

any natural panacea provided to repair the

wafte of our fpirits, and render our bodics
unperifhable and immortal. But by one man
fin entered into the world, and death by fin; and
Jfo death hath paffed upon all men, becaufe all
have finned; fo that, it is appointed for all men
ence to die. It is a debt which all our fore-
fathers have paid, and which each of us here
prefent muft pay fooner or later. [ know,
fays Fob, thou wilt bring me to death, and to
the houfe appointed for ail living fle/b. What

P |
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mighty ruin and devaftation has that King of
terrors, that mercilefs deftroyer of the hu-
man race, Brought into the world, in every
age? How many populous kingdoms, na-
tions, and cities hath he laid wafte and defo-
late, without inhabitant ? An hundred years
ago, this earth was as well peopled, as active,
gay, and bufy, as thoughtlefs and unmindful
of the pafling and tranfitory nature of prefent
vanities, as we are at this day; and yet where
is the ten thoufandth perfon now living to
enjoy the poor dregs and remains of that hap-
pinefs, which they then fo eagerly purfued 2
alas! inexorable death hath fwept them away
from all their honours, pleafures, and poffef~
fions, into an eternal world : and yet (firange
infatuation!) the living lay it not to heart.
They are flow to learn the important leflon,
and a& as tho’ they believed tbey thould ne-
ver die. Where are all the mighty heroes of
antiquity—thofe fcourges of the world, and
butchers of mankind, who made the world

T AN e amm @ s w . e
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tremblz at the found of their victorious
arms, and who were addrefled with the vain
compliment of “ O King, live for ever’—
The Puaraous, the CAEsaRrs, the POM-
P1Es,theScirrosand ALEXANDERS?
Alas! they have all met with the common
fate. Death hath found them out, and their
duft lies mingled and confounded with that
of their flaves and meanefl fubjects, in one
undiftinguifhed mafs. None, none are fpared.
No age, no fex, no condition can plead a re-
fpite, much lefs an exemption, from his cold
embraces. Some pafs away from the retire-
ments of nature, and are never permitted to
breathe the vital air, or behold the light of
heaven. Shoals are fwept away in infancy,
from the hearts and embraces of their tender
parents, to the gloomy manfions of the dead.
Maultitudes in the bloom and vigour of youth,
when their breafls are moif? with milk and their
bones full of marrow, and when they are form-

ing fchemes and projects for future pleafure

[ Y S —
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and enjoyment. Numbers in a ftate of fult
manhood, and amidit all the enjoyments of
life, are reluctantly dragged off the ftage ;
fome from the arms of tender hufbands, or
affeftionate wives ; others from the piercing
arid pitiable cries of helplefs and bereaved or-
phans; others from diftinguithed honours,
or plenteous fortunes, upon which they have
fet their hearts and affections ;—and (mourn-
ful confideration !) others from the lewd em-
braces of a harlot, from a drunken frolick,
or fome other fcene of iniquity, are hurried
in a moment before the tribunal of Gob.
At the very beft, indeed, man that is born
of 2 woman, is of few days.” If he thould
chance to efcape the jaws of this roaring lion,
thro’the ftages ofinfancy, youth,and manhood,
‘yet the infirmities and decrepitude of old age
will force him off the ftage. Four fiore, or
Jour feore and ten will put a final period to
his life and his prefent enjoyments together,

and oblige him to yield to his fate.
D




_— T e~

[ 26 1

T u £ general brevity of human life is an

awful and alarming fubje&, and nothing fur-
nithes 2 more fhiiking proof of the ftupid in-
cogitancy of mortals, than the /ittle impref-

fion it makes on the human mind. On a

. calculation which I have made with fome ac-

curacy, of thelength of human life in thefe
iflands, it appears to me that it does not ex-
ceed fourteen years. How contracted a fpan?
and yet in no part of the Chriftian world, per-
haps, is the precious talent of all-important

time more lavithly fq#andered, or worfe em-

| 4ployed.

AcaiN, how numberlefs and various are

the inftruments by which this ruthlefs exe-

cutioner does his office? how countlefs the
difeafes by which he cuts the flender thread
of life ?—¢ Thofe thoufand ills which man
is heir to.” Every pore almoft in the human
body is {ufficiently wide to admit his poifon-
ous fhafts.—Some defcend to the grave by
painful gradations, and die, as it were, piege-
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meal, by flow and lingering diforders.—O-

thers are hurried into eternity at an hour’s
warning : a raging diftemper feizes their vi-
tals, and there is no parleying with the mef-
fenger, nor refifting his fummons.—Others
are taken with a burning fever; a delirium
deprives them of their underflanding, and,
perhaps, they are fuddenly fnatched away,
without the exercife of reafon in their laft
moments. And what multitudes are carried
off, in a fecond, by accidents, without the
privilege of one petition for mercy. Inftan-
ces in all thefe kinds almoft daily occur to
‘our obfervation. They are loud calls from
Gop to prepare and be always in a ftate of
readinefs ;. as we neither know the day nor
the hour when the fon of man cometh, with
the keys of death, to open the door and ufher
us into the world of fpirits. Na'y, who a-
mong us knows but that death may be, even
now, whetting his glittering fword and aim.

ing the fatal blow which he may, in a few
D2
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days, for ever feparate us from this world and
" all its cares and enjoyments. Thus yon fee

that the men of this world are continually paf-
fing away off the ftage of time, into the un-
feenregions of eternity,and that there is none
abiding. |
This, perhaps, may be deemed, by fome,
a trite topic of common-place declamation.
Granted, if you pleafe: yet it is a topic' which
thould ever be held up to the mind of man,
until it is fuitably imprefled and affected by
its interefting import. 1 come now,
2dly, To fay, That the things of this world
pafs away. 'We have already obferved that
thethings of this world maybe fummed up un-
der three claffes —its bonours, riches, and plea-
Sures.  Tor thefe finners toil with inceflant
fatigue. Thefe employ their earlieft thoughts
and lateft cares. Their reft is interrupted,

their dreams difturbed, their firength con--

fumed, and their {pirits wafted in a laborious-
and unwearied purfuit after thefe lying va-

-~




L 29 1
nities. And yet, after all, they fow wind
reap the whirlwind; they fow labour and d\
Guict, and reap vexation and difappointmen\

Ask the happicft rake, the moft fplendk\i
prcdigal, the moft honoured and profperous
fianer that everlived, what he thinks of the
honours, riches, and pleafures of the world,
wk2n he comes to a death-bed. And he will
juft anfwver youin the language of old divines ;
orin the ftyle and manner of that neglected
book, called the Bidle ; ¢ That they are mo-

 mentary vanities and empty bubbles—that

they appear to him, in the light of eternity,
as empty nothings, which have neither folidity -
nor permanency ; that they are unfatisfatto-
ry in their nature, and, without the blefling
of Gop, provc fatal fnares to the fouls of men ;
confequently, can claim a very {mall fhare in
the cares and purfuits of an immortal fpirit 3
and that he himfelf has been cheated and de-
ceived by their falfe appearances, and meritri-
cious charms. In thort, he will preach the
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very do&rine of our text ¢ That the fa/bion of
this world paffeth away ; that all its moft va-
lucd enjoyments are fhort-lived and perithing,
and that they appear to him now as a trou-
bled dream, which galls and torments his
confcience. How many fuch death-bed lec-
tures have been preached to us by departing
finners, and yet how little, how very little,
alas,is the world the wifer?

I wouLp be very far from depreciating
thefe things below their proper and intrinfic
value. They are, undoubtedly, the gifts of
indulgent heaven, and make a fuitable and
neceflary part in the plan of things here be-
low. Our naturesare framed for bodily plea-
Jares ; we have likewife a natural appetite for
honour and effeem ; and without fome meafure
of wealth, we could not {ubfift, much lefs
live comfortably. Hence it appears plainly,
from our nature and fituation, that our Ma-
ker defigns we thould defire and ufe ¢hefé things )
moderately—but flill fo as not to abu/e them
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~—As not to fet things of a day higheftin our
affections, and negle¢t the things of eternity ;
-—to employ all our cares, thoughts,and pur-
fuits about the fafbion of this world, which
paffeth away, and entirely to overlook, or
lightly to efteem, our fouls and a future ftate
of exiftence. Surely reafon cannot approve
fuch a conduétas this, and religion every where
condemns it. For, in good earneft, what
areriches ?—Obfervation, as well as {cripture,
affures us, that they take unto themfelves
wings, and fly away. All that treafure which

is not laid up in heaven, is fubject to the

devouring moth and corroding ruft. Thieves

may break through and fteal it, or it may
be fpeedily wrefted from us by the hand
of fraud or violence. What can we count
upon honour ? It is indeed a gay and airy
fathion of this world ; but, alas, how un-
ftable its foundations ? and how quickly
may it pafs away ? An empty blaft of popu-

lar applaufe fwells it to the eye, but how
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foon may it be fullied by the breath of envy?

How foon may the fairelt name be tarnifhed,
 and even rendered odious to the prejudiced and
undifcerning multitude, who are always mi-
ferable judges of true merit. A hofaninab to-
day may be, and often is, changed into a
crucify to-morrow ; and how many have been
fuddenly precipitated from the higheft pinna-
cle of honourand fame, to the loweft abyfs of
ignominy and difgrace ? And, with regard to
Jfenfual pleafures, 1 might appeal to their vo-
tarics themfelves whether they are lafting or
fubftantial, or in any refpect worthy the high-
eft ambition and moft eager purfuit of a ra-

tional immortal creature. But even fuppo-

fing thefe things what the finner would have

them to be, VERY GREAT GoOD s, yetas they
belong merely to the bodies and fenfes of men,
they cannot poflibly furvive the diffolution of
thefe.  They muft fall at the grave, and the
fathion of them entirely and for ever pafs a-
way. When thefe clay tabernacles, are once

——ER / gg—
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diffolved, death will blow up all the finner’s
fchemes and projeis, cut fhort all his plea-
{ures, and lay all his titles and honoursin
the duft. Thefe things can be no longer
goods to the man whom death hath bereaved
of the power of pofleffion and enjoy‘ment.
{ now proceed to a

3d InsTaNcE, and that is, The d:7in2ions
in this world pafs away. It hath pleafed
Gop, for wife purpofes, to fix {fuch a confli-
tution of things here bclow, as that there
fhould be various ranks and degrees of men,
for the fake of order and fubordination in hu-
man fociety. ‘This conftitution gives rife to
2 number of diftin¢tions among men, into
high and low, rich and poor, rulers and
ruled, obfcure and confpicuous. A long and
{plendid linc of rich and noble anceftry gives
the pre-eminence to fome ; others by thining
talents have rendered themfelves confpicuous
in the literary or political world; the inven-

tion or improvement of ingeniousarts or ufc-

E
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ful manufaltures have defervedly raifed o-
thers into notice and refpect of the public,
others are elevated above the multitude, by
holding pofts and oflices in the ftate; or by
military prowefs and warlike exploits ; or by
power, wealth, or the favour of the great:
and it is very obfervable, how much all of us
are apt to overvalue ourfelves on account of
thele outward diflinéiions, and to regulate our
cftecin and refpect for others by them, while
thofe, whofe little power, retiredlife, and fi-
lent virtues, render them obfcure, are either
entirely overlooked, or little regarded by us.
The fterling worth of moral integrity and
perfection, the realand eflential differences a-
mong fouls, is neglected ; while thefe out-
ward diftinctions attract and claim the whole
attention of the world, in fo much, that a
little gold, without any other valuable quali-
fication, fhall gain more cfteem to a fortu-
nate or covetous worldling, tho’an idiot or a

knave, than a thoufund virtues feated in a
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man’s foul, which render him truely refpec-
table.

Sucu is the fafbion of this world; but it
thall entirely pafs away at death, and can have
no place in the world of fpirits, whofe cuftoms
and manners are widely different from ours,
‘and whofe efteem ismerited and regulated by
quite different qualities and conliderations.
Death ftrips the feveral ranks and orders of
men of their badges of honourand diftin¢tion,
and levels the moft exalted ftations: it pays
no regard to honour, power, or riches; nor
do crowns, titles or preferments ftampa value
on the duft of thofe who once poflefled them :
but the meaneft and moft contemptible of
the human race may then addrefs the haugh-
tieft monarchin the ftile of the prophet Jaiab :
Art thou alfo become weak as we? Art thou
become as one of us ¥ thy pomp is brought down
to the grave, and the found of thy vidls: the |
worm is _fpread under thee and the worms cover

thee.
E 2
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I T muft, indeed, be allowed that there
will be very important diftinlions among de-
parted fpirits, in a future ftate. We learn,
¢hat there will be an eternal {eparation be-
tween two grand clafles of them, of effen-
tially different general characters, under the
different denominations of the righteous and
the wicked, the obedient and the difobedient,
the penitent and impenitént, and that the
one fhall go away into everlafling mifery, and
the other into life eternal, where they fhall be
for ever limited and confined to their diffe-
rent abodes, by an impaffable gulph, never to
mingle any more. All that are deetned wor-
thy to enter the gates of the new Ferufalem,
the celeftial city of our God, fhall be crown~
ed with diadems beautified with immortality,
and advanced to honours incomparably more
refplendent than any here below. Nor is it
improbable that fome of this holy and happy
nation will inherit much mere fhining ho-

nours than others, (as much as one ftar dif-

[ SN g
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fers from anotherin glory) according to thenr
different capacities, ot different degrees of mo-
ral perfetion. Whereas all the inhabitants
of the oppofite region, will be perpetually
fixed in the loweft ftate of thame, mifery, and
difgrace ; and, among thefe too, fome will
be more miferable and wretched than others,
according as they have been more vile and
wicked here. Now, if we enquire into the
grounds and reafons of thefe important di-
ftinGtions in the other world, we fhall find
that they are not regulated by the fathions of
this, but by reafons quite of a different kind.
Riches and power, trick and artifice, oppref-
five greatnefs and deceitful councils, the very
things which here give importance to hu-
man charaéers, and raife them in -the eftima-
tion of the world, fhall have that vizard
ftripped off, which they wore on the ftage of
time, and éxpofe their infatuated votaries to
univerfal fhame and contempt ;~—while vir-

tue and holinefs, now f{o much defpifcd by
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the world, will then fhine forth in their eter=
nal beauty, and become the only reafons of
approbation and efteem. True religion and
undefiled before Gop, even the Father ; vir-
tue impregnable and immaculate, or fuch a
change of temper and condué in finners, as is
termed fincere repmtan?e, now the mock of
fools and libertines, conflitute the only nobi-
lity, and entitle to the higheft henour, in a
future flate.  Then there will be no refpe
of perfons in favour of the fathions and di-
flinctions of this world. The piety and vir-
tue of a flave will there be as highly honour-
ed, and as bountifully rewarded, as thofe of
an cmperor ; and the {malleft vidtory over
a luft, more applauded than the conqueft of
a kingdom. '

WuaT a change of fathions, what a reverfe
of fortunes and characters will this be ? How
aftonithing and difgufting a fcene muft this
afford to thofe unhappy men, who have been

wholly engrofled by the fathions, cuftoms,

h-—"
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and diftin&ions of this world? How mutt it
" humiliate and abafh the haughty tyrant to
pa.fs into a world, in which the humble vir-
tues of a beggar will meet with more vene-
ration than his crown and fceptre ? How
muft it chagrine the imperious mafter to fee
his pious flave carefled and dignified, while
he himfelf will be treated with everlafting ig-
nominy and contempt ? How fhamefully muft
the accomplifhed fop and fluttering coxcomb
be looked out of countenance in a world,
where all their gay apparel, all their cuts
and capers, cannot procure them the leaft de-
gree of refpeét or deference; and what an
awkward and impolite figure will they
make in a country, with the fafhions and
manners of which they havenever made them-
{clves acquainted ? And as for the purfe-proud
worldling, all his bags will not procure him
one friend or dependent there. The leaft
virtue, - the fmalleft feed of grace, will nobi-

litate the poor and defpifed things of this .
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earth, and give them the pre-eminence above
xhe,higheﬁ titles and richeft treafures.

4thly, THE relations of this world pafs a-
way. Gop hath fo ordered it in the prefent
conftitution of things, that there thould fub-
fift a great variety of relations or connexions
among men, fuch as parents and children,
magiftrates and fubjed}s, hufbands and wives,
mafters and fervants. But all thefe modes
and fathions of fociety fhall have a final pe-
riod at the grave, as the reafons of them will
then ceafe for ever, At the grave the king
effe@tually abdicates his throne, and the ﬁlbr
ject lays down his allegiance : the flave alfo
obtains his liberty, and the mafter 1s devefted
"of his authority. There the prifoners reft to-
gether ; they bear not the voice of the opprefor :
the fmall and the great are there, and the fervant
is free from bis mafler. In that more perfet
world even the moft tender and endearing do-
‘meftic relations of hufband and wife, parent
and child, thall be for ever fuperfeded, and
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give place to the more noble charities of a hea-
venly friendthip, and the divine relation of
the children of Gop.  For they, we are told,
whvyhball be accounted worthy to obtain that bet-
ter world, and the refurretion from the dead,
neither mharry nor are given in marriage ; for
they gre equal unto the angels, and are the
children of God.

How many are the political diforders which
prevail in this wretehed world of ours? On
the one fide tyramny and oppreffion ; on the
other {lavery, vaflalage, and mifery. Nor are
the moft perfe& conftitutions, or the beft ad-
miniftred and regulated governments, free
from fuch blemifhes and defecs as often dif-
turb the order, and militate againft the tran-
quility and happinefs, of human fociety. In-
deed, in this imperfeét ftate of things, it is
fearcely poffible to guard againft many and
grievous abufes, or fecure the rights and pri-
vileges of every individual. But in that

better world, all the defeéts of human go-
F



[ 42 1

vernment, and all the diforders of fociety, wilk

be redified. The eternal King, feated on

a throne of impartial equity, and ektcnding

his views to the moft hidden principles and

fecret defires of all his fubjeéts, will take im-.

mediately into his own hands the govern-. .

ment of the world, and execute it in a way

altogether fuitable to his own excellencies and.

perfections. It fhall then no more be faid, that
in the place of judgment, iniquity prefides ; but
beauty, harmony, and order {hall reign thro®

the univerfe for ever. Unerring wifdom and

boundlefs compaflion, feated upon the throne

of the world, fhall held the reins of irrefif-

tible power, and mitigate the rigours of ftern

and inflexible juftice. No right of the mean- .

eft fubjec fhall be forgotten, or invaded ;
nor fhall tyranny, oppreflion, or partiality

have place any more. Love, joy, and holy

triumph fhall diffufe themfelves thro’ all the

regions of heaven, and fill every foul with

the fentiments of complete and uninterrupt-

w3
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ed fclic’iiy 5 whereas only the malignanf, ;he
polluted, the obftinately incorrigible and ir-
reclaimable, whom no goodnefs could move,
nor any difpenfation of mercy reform, fhall
fink down to thofe regions of horror and mi-
fery prepared for the devil and his angels.

sthly, Tue moral and religioys fathions of
this world pafs away.

Tue Englith word fafbion feems well a-
dapted to point out, both the futility and
tranfitory nature of thofe things and enjoy-
ments on which the hearts of men fo fondly
doat. It is chiefly, if 1 am not miftaken,
confined to the cut and figure of garments.
Thefe fathions, as they are pcrpetuafly chang- '
ing, andin a continual rotation, fo they gene-
rally employ the attention only of the lighter
and vainer part of the fpecies. Their futili-
ty and unimportance is fuch, that it would
degrade the more rational part of either fex,
to make them the objets of their anxious

care or fedulous attention. But if we tran-
F 2 : '
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flate the original word fiene or mafguerade it
will give us a flill more humiliating idea of
the prefent ftate of things; more efpecially
as it relates to religion and morality, the mat-
ters which we are now more ,'unme;liately
confidering.

If any thing in this world were built up-
on a firm and immoveable bafis, one would
think it was religion and morality ; the one
being founded on the veracity of Gop, and
the immutability of his attributes, and the
other on the eflential properties of human
nature, the law of God written on the heart
of men, and thofe relations, which ever have
fubfifted, and ever muft fubfift bétwcen man
and man in the prefent ftate.

Now, one would imagine, the main and
leading principles of religion and morality
would have been ever and invariably the fame,
Yet, will not hiftory and obfervation convince
us, that nothing, in fac, hath been more
changeable and variable than the meodes ang
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fafhions of religion and morality? How many
different theories and principles of morals
does almoft every age produce? How many
wirtue:,’which have obtained the fuﬁ}agc, and
ftood the teft of antiquity, have been expun-
ged, and transferred to the column of vices,
by fome of our modern improvers and reform-
ers of philofophy ? And has not one reafon
to tremble for the fate of thofe few which fill
remain uncancelled in this reforming age ?—
This, indeed, is a blow at the fubftance itfclf,
rafher than at the mode or fathion. But,
with regard to the mode, évery age, and al-
moft every writer, hath given a new theory,
gnd~ fo drefled off morality in a new fafhion.
With fome, the duties and obligations of mo-
. rality are f;)undcd on the will of God; with
others, upon fome abftract nature and reafon
of things; with others, upon the moral fenfe;

~ with others, on fympathy, &c.
WiTn regard toreligion, which is founded
ppon a clear and well authenticated divine re-
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velation, hath it been more fortunate in this
refpe&? How many various garbs and fathions
hath it put on—not only under different dif-
penfations, where there has been a real ground
for fome diverfity—nor merely in its modes
and external ceremonies, where a diverfity is
not fo pernicious—but even in its eflential
do¢trines and principleé, in which, from the
fmallnefs of their number, and the clearnefs
of their revelation, one would expe that all
ages and all denominations of thofe who hold
the fame revelation, would be f:ully agreed.
Almoft every fyftem writer in divinity, hath

trimmed off religion in his own fathion. The

divinity in fathion, at, and thortly after, the

Reformation, is now quite obfolete and un-
fafhionable ; and he muft be a hardy veteran,
indeed, who, at this day, would dare to preach
or publith reformation doérines to the mo-
dith world. Nor is this the cafe with Pro-
teflants alone, who, through the want of an

infallible head and judge of controverfies, are

n.

i
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thought to be much given to change: but
even that church which claims the high pre-
rogative of infallibility, is found to have va-
ried confiderably from many of the tenets it
held facred about two centuries ago. ’

In a word, what hath been already obfer-
ved of morality, may not the fame be faid of
religion, That many of its dotrines, which
have obtained the fuffrage, and ftood the
critical teft of antiquity, are now expunged,
- and transferred to the column of errors? All
this, indeed, is termed reformation,and afcribed
to the greater critical acumen of the prefent
enlightened age. Beit fo, if the great moderns:
pleafe: yetit ftill tends to prove and illuftrate
my general doétrine, namely, that all fublu-
pary things, morality and religion, as they
are modified by the pens of men, not except-
ed, are mere fafbions of this world, which pafs
away. o .

WE now have been confidering the word,

according toits moft common import in our
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Englith tranflation : but, if we tranflate it
feene or mafjuerade, it will open a new field
for obfervation. The fair pretences and ap-
pearances of morality andreligion, which men
put on, how frequently are they mere ma/jues

and vizards, to conceal their iniquitous pur-

pofes, and to impofe upon their fellow men ?

The more we are acquainted with mankind,
the more we fhall be convinced that this is a
very prevailing fathion, both in‘ the moral and
religious world ; and that this great ftage of
time is little elfe than a mafquerade, where
people a& under falfe and feigned characters.
This is fo véry true and obvious, that the
fairer mens promifes are, and the more fan-
guine their profefions of friendfhip, the-more
every wife man ought to be on his guard, left
he become the dupe of his own fimplicity and
credulity, and the vitim of their artifice and
difimulation. How common a thing is it to
love in word and in tongue, but not in deed and

in truth? How many empty carefles, faithe
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Iefs promifes, and inconftant, if not pretended
or. perﬁdibus,'friendihips are in the world ?
How few exprefs their real fentiments; or
fpeak the truth to their neighbour ; and when
they do, how few act agrceable to this fince-
rity of fpeech? Infincerity, duplicity, and
diflimulation are arts which have gamed fuch
acurrency and countenance among mankind,
from' the court down to the loweft ranks of
the people; that the upright and fincere man
is ftigmatized with the opprobrious epithets
of fimpleton and fool. And even, with re-
gard to the better fort of the {pecies, how of-
ten do little by-ends, felfith views, and coun-
terfeit pretences mix themfelves with their
condud, and give it a bafe alloy; as being
all inconfiftent with that noble candour, and:
generous fimplicity, which is the glory of
mien, and the ornament of Chriftians.

Axp, in matters of religion, are not the
very fame bafe and difingenuous arts often

made ufe of to varnifh over a deceitful heart,
G
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and cheat the world? Hypocrites, by their
loud and noify pretences, impofe upon the
credulous multitude, and gain more honour
and applaufe, by mere grimace, and affeted
aufterity, than the fincere Chriftian can do
by all his real, but filent and modeft virtues.
How often hath Satan transformed himfelf
, jnto an angel of light, in order to deceive the
nations, by lying wonders, and falfe preten-
ces? How many tartufs have obtained the
reputation of fanctity, whilereal faints, whofe
thining virtues have done honour to religion,
have fuffered reproach, defamation, perfecu-
tion, and death? How many whited fepul-
chres, inwardly full of ftench and putrefac-
tion, have been raifed to the higheft honours
and dignities of the church, while men of the
moft undiffembled piety and ornamental pro-
bity are thruft into the fhades of obfcurity,
where, like candles put under a buthel, the
light of their examplary fandtity and edifying
virtues is totally eclipfed ?— '

—
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SucH is the religious fafbion of this world,
but it fhall utterly pafs diway at death, as
mifts and vapours vanith before the rifing
fun. We fhall then ftep into a world of eter-
nal realities, where mafgues and pretences thall
find no place, and where all diffimulation
and deceit will be for ever banifhed into
outer darknefs. The piercing eye of omini-
fcience, and the light which furrounds the
eternal throne, will quickly unveil the moft
hidden fubterfuges of hypocrify, and reveal,
to the abhorrence and deteftation of the whole
univerfe, the turpitude and abomination of
the deceitful heart. |

"AND,indeed, if we confider re/igion, even in
its faireft and moft inviting forms, the fathion
of it will then pafs away, or be chan ged much
for the better, in that more perfet ftate of
celeftial worfhip. The beft Chriftians now
worfhip God by many prayers and tears, with
much felf-denial and mortification, with mae

ny doubts and fears, with much weaknefs,
' G 2
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fanguor, and infirmity, with -much confli®
againft temptations and corruption, often with
much wearinefs of the flefh, and in the exer-
ife of a patience, put to painful trials by ca-
lamities and afflitions, and all this in expec-
tation of a diftant, future, and invifible re-
ward. But, oh! how changed will this fathion
be in heaven, where the exercife of all the
painful graces and duties of the Chriftian will
where faith will be f{wal-
lowed up in vifion, and hope in fruition, and
where all that holy and happy fociety fhall
fee Gop, as thzy are feen by him, and know

ceale for ever

him as they are known of him, and love him
according to his infinite beauty, and praife
him according to his infinite greatnefs, and
worfhip him with the ardour and a&ivity of
feraphs, and where all the paths of religion

fhall be watered by thofe rivers of pleafures,

which flow from the right hand of Gop for

evermore,

_.‘!L;
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éthly, THE fathion of this world, as it is
a ftate of trial and probation for an eternity
of happinefs or mifery, will pafs away at death,
An awful confideration this, which may well
awaken and alarm the moft ftupid and care-
les finner! Here, indeed, upon the theatre
of time, faints and finners, the righteous and
the wicked, they that fwear and they that
fear an oath, are promifcuaufly blended to-
gether, and enjoy the mercies of providence
and the offers of grace in common. But when
the fcenes are fhifted to eternity, matters fhall
be quite otherwife. The clean and unclean,
the holy and profane, fhall be feparated by
an eternal partition. An impenitent finner
fhall never, to eternity, hear another fermon
to ridicule, nor another offer of mercy to ne-
gle&t and defpife ; for the former ihings are
for ever pafled away. Hope, the laft refuge
of the wicked, muft relinquith him at the
grave, and confign him over to the horrors
of darknefs, and the heart-rending pangs of
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raging defpair; even to that worm which dieth
not, and that fire which is not quenched. Nor
can he, as we have obferved before, longer
flatter himfelf with the profpé& of any fa-
vourable change in his circumftances, after
that decifive fentence is pronounced by the
fovereign arbiter of things: be that is unjuf?,
let him be unjuf} flill ; and be that is filthy, let
bim be filthy fll,

But I haften to a

7th, Axp my laft obfervation on the words,
which is, That, not only are the fienes of
this world continually fhifting, its affors va-
nifhing like fo many fhadows in perpetual
fucceflion, and its admired fa/bions pafling a-
way, like a tale that is told ; but alfo the ffage
itfelf, the fpacious theatre of this vifible ma-
terial WOrld, will be fhortly pulled to pieces
—Its {caffoldings, and all its works and or-
naments, fhall be quickly tumbled into ruin

and deftruction.  All its airy forms will be

for ever diflipated, and itfelf give place to

S —

.
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thofe new heavens and that new earth, where-
in. dwellcth righteoufnefs.

Its inhabitants, we learn, were formerly
cut off by an univerfal deluge, a food of wa-
ter, which covered the world of the ungodly. And
St. Peter aflures us, That the heavens and the
earth which now are, are kept in flore, referv-
ed to fire, againft the day of judgment and per-
dition of ungodly men. The mountains, which
now rife with awful majefty, and which, on
account of their ftrength and ftability, are call-
ed the everlafting mountains, and ferve for an
emblem of the truth and faithfulnefs of Goo
—thofe furprizing and magnificent monu-
ments of divine power, fhall totter at their
very foundations, and vanith into nothing at
the prefence of the Judge. The fruitful val-
lies, which are now covered with inhabitants,
and adorned with ftrong and beautiful cities,
thall then be wrapt up in the univerfal flames,
and left defolate, without inhabitant. All

the proud monuments of human vanity ;
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thofe mighty works of art, which feem to
defy the ruft and canker of time, fhall be
fwallowed up in the general conflagration.
The wide and extended fea; which isnow the:
medium of trade, and the bufy fcene of mer-
chant-adventurers, together with its number-

lefs inhabitants, fhall flee away and find no

place, at the expiring groans of univerfal na- .

ture. Thefe iflands, upon which we dwell,
together with the larger continents, fhall e~
qually fhare in the fate of that day, and be
confumed to athes. The vifible heavens, to-
gether with all their fhining glories, the fun;
moon, and ftars, fhall be rolled up as a fcroll
they fball pafs away with a great noife 5 and
the elements of which they are compofed, fball
melt with fervent beat : and then, indeed, thall
happen, as Mr. 4ddifon beautifully exprefles
it, « The war of elements, the wreck of mat-
ter, and the cruth of worlds.”

I proCcEED now to fome pradical reflec-

tions upon the whole.  And,

..-—-‘M
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ift, In general; we have feen the tranfi-
tory nature and unftable condition of all fub-
lunary things ; that they all pafs away, and
are of fhort continuance: and what valuable
inftruction doe this confideration afford us ?—
Why, jufl thisoneimportant and very intere(-
ting leflon, which the Apoftle inculcates in
the words immediately preceding our text—
namely—That we /bould ufe this world as not
abufing it.

HEerE we may obferve, that the Apoftle free-
ly grants that we may #/z this world. He
prohibits none of its lawful plealures, enjoy-
ments, or gratifications ; but only lays in a
caveat againft a wrong and immoderate ufe of
it, and would not have us ubufe it. But
here a queftion may be moved. What are
we to underftand by the abu/e of this world,
and how may we learn to ufe this world,

- fo as not to abufe it ?

For a folution of this queftion, I muft re-

fer my hearers to reafon, confiience, and the
1
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revealed will of God. Thele three, if pro-
perly confulted, will never fail to enlighten
the path of our duty, and fully to inform us,
on all occafions, and in all circumftances,
how we ought to ufe this prefent world, and
where the tranfition commences from its
ufe to its abufe.

Do the menof this world pafs away in their
fucceflive gencrations? Does death pay no
refpe to the brave, the mighty, or the wife,
but bring all to the grave with an impartial
and undiftinguifhing feverity ; fo that all
ficlb, as well that of the great and powerful,
as of the mcan and obfcure, s but as grafs
which groweth up, and.is immediately cut
down and withereth ? Then reafon and ferip-
ture willboth inform us, That we fhould re-
gulate our cfteem for mankind in general, by
a confideration of their mortality ; fo as not
to put too much truft or dependance upon
a creature fo frail, wcak, and dependent.
To this'purpofe the Plalmift : Put not your truft

]
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m princes, nor in the fon of man, in whom there
is no belp ; bis breath goeth jorth, be returncth
to his earth,in that very day bis thoughts peri/h.

ARre the things of this world of a pafling
tranfitory nature? Do all its honours, plea-
fures, and riches vanith and difappear at death?
Then, reafon, as well as fcripture, will in-
ftruct us not to fet our hearts and aife@tions
too eagerly upon thofe things which muft
leave us at death, and can ftand us in no
ftead in that world to which we are going.
Why fhould we fuffer our eyes to be dazzled
with the honours of this world, our hearts
to be intoxicated with its pleafures, or our
minds to be opprefled and overburthened by
its cares and riches in our Chriftian courfe,
feeing the fathion of thefe things quickly paf~
fes away, and 'in a few years, the things
themfelves muft prove as abfolutely ufelefs to
us, as though we had never pofleffed them ?
Why thould we fuffer its cares to diftra&t us,

its fears to torment us, or its hopes to elevate
H 2
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and exalt us above meafure, fecing all thefe
cares, fears, and hopes are employed about
trifles of a moment, in regard to our endlefs
duration ?

THe tranfitory and evanefcent nature of
the things of this world fhould alfo regulate
our amufements and recreations. Scripture
and reafon affure us that we are immortal
beings, defigned foran eternal exiftence—that
we are here placed in a ftate of trial and pro-
bation, and, according to our prefent con-
dué, muft be either happy or miferable for
ever. Revelation every where reprefents our
prefent ftate as a ftate of warfare, a ftate of
labour and adivity, and a Chriftian race and
courfe ; which point out to us the need we
have of diligence to make our calling and e-
lection fure, and the greatnefs of our work
in this world, if we would obtain eternal life
in that world which is to come. Hence it
appears, that our prefent time is very precious,
fecing a happy or miferable eternity depends

-

-
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upon the improvement of it ; and thatevery
moment of it which can be fpared from the
care” of the body and neceffary recreation,
fhould be employed in cultivating and im-
proving the foul, enlarging and adorning its
faculties, and fo fitting and preparing it for
the enjoyments and employments of a future
flate of retribution. Now, if it were pro-
perly confidered how fhort the flate of our
trial is at beft, and what important purpofes-
it is defigned to ferve, Is it poflible that any
perfon endued with reafon and confideration,
would lavith away fo much precious time, as
the world generally doesin a round of thought-
lefs diffipations and giddy diverfions, which
foften, enervate, and debafe the human foul,
and unfit it for its proper exercifes? Mode-
rate recreations, if I may ufe the egpreflion,
brace the nerves of the mind and refrefh the
body, and fo render us more fit for the bufi-

" nefs of our callings, as men and Chriftians.

But when diverfions become exceflive and
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immoderate, they not only eccafion a fin-
ful wafte of that little time which Gobp
hath allotted us here below, but alfo create
fuch a levity of mind as is ;rcry unfuitable to
a dying creature, who knows not at what

hour he may be called off from the ftage of

time, and therefore thould be always in a

pofture of readinefs to obey the fummons.

: THE fathion of this world, as a ftate of
trial, paffeth away ; and therefore both fcrip-
ture and reafon direct us to be moderate in all
things ; to redeem our time ; fo to number our
days, as to apply our bearts towifdom ; to work
out our falvation with fear and trembling ;
whatever our hand finds to do, to do it with all
our migbt, Jeeing that there is no wifdom, know-
ledge, device, or repentance in the grave; not
o be flothful in bufinefs, but fervent in fpirit,
Jerving the Lorp ; to be faithful and perfevering
unto death, that we may receive the crown of
life. Certainly, if we confidered our diver-
fions in the light of eternity, they would be

B a3 of
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-a little better regulated than they generélly

are. 'We would not dare to fquander away
whole days, and nights, and months, and
years of that precious time, for every mo-
ment of which we muft give an account te
God, in giddy riot, and intemperate frolick.
And there is a certain period approaching,
when every minute of that time, which now
hangs fo heavy on our hands, and which we
know not how to pafs it quickly enough a-
way, will appear to us a precious and invalu-
able treafure, which fthould have been better
improved. And this leads me naturally to
another reflection, fuitable to the prefent fub-
ject.

Tae fhortnefs of our ftate here, as proba-
tioners for eternity, ought to make us fre-
quently thoughtful, how we have improved
this ftate, what part of our great work we
have done, or what remains for us yet to do.
And what time can be more fuitable to excite

fuch falutary reflections, than the prefent fea-
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on; alas! too frequently appropriated to quite
different purpofes! ‘

Gobp hath lately added another year to the
days of our pilgrimage, and we are now en-
tered into a mew one, which is alfo pafling
away ; and the omnifcient Gop alone, by
whom our days are determined, and with
whom are the number of our months, know-
eth who among us may be fpared to fee the
accomplithment of the prefent year. Nay,

there is the higheft degree of probability that

feme, perhaps many, who are here to-day, may
fhift the ftene to eternity, before the expira-
tion of the prefent year. Such a confidera-
tion as this, methinks, thould put each of us
upon the enquiry: may it not be I? And,
furely, if it thould, which is a very poffible
thing, I have great reafon to enquire into my
by-patt life, and examine how I have employed
it; whether Ihave been doing the work of my
day, in its day, as the duty of the day bath re-
quired, or whether I have been purfuing empty

Ty S
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dreams, and lying vanities, all the days of my
life—only making provifion for the fleth,to ful-
fil its lufts—pafling away my few days of trial
in a routine of giddy amufements—In a word,
whether 1 have lived like a creature deftined
for eternity ; like a pilgrim and a ftranger here,
whofe native country is heaven; or whether,
on the other hand, I have lived like a citizen-
of this world, who have no rational hopes be--
yond it, and, therefore, may be, with good
reafon, afraid to die ?—Alas! my dear bre-:
thren, I fear that many of us, upon fuch an
examination as this, will find that we have
lived twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty years in
this world, to very little purpofe, and that,
thould we be called this night to an account
for the ftewardfhip of our time, we could
give but a very uncomfortable reckoning for
- the improvement of this precious talent.

‘SEEING then that fo much of this valuable
treafure is, already, fo wretchedly fquandered,

‘and fo little of it, in all probability, remains,
. ’
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wherein to finith our work, how fhould each
of us feize the precious momenté, and re-
deem mif-fpent time with double diligence ?
We would give the whole world for a few
of thefe days of health, when we. are laid
upon a death-bed, and begin to look the
king of terrors in the face. What, therefore,
ftupifies us now, when Gop is favouring us
with thefe days of forbearance, and feafons of

mercy, that we fhould not wifely improve

them ? Al our paft time is irrecoverably

gone : the fpan of our life is fhortening every
moment : our days, and hours, and minutes
are pafling away, {wift as a poft, or a weaver’s
thuttle : none of us know how many fands
are yet in our glafs; how foon the flender
thread of life may be cut, and we fixed in an
eternal ftate. 'Why then do we not /e time,

Jo as not to abufe it ¢ Have we not great rea~

fon to blefs Gop, that we are not #-day in a
place of torment, lamenting the abufe of fea-

fons and opportunities of grace—and to pray,

-
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that, feeing a gracious Gop islengthening out
fpace for our repentance, he would alfo give
us grace to repent ; tolead new lives, and per-
form new obedience ?

Tuese are certainly fentiments fuitable to
the commencemant of a new aera of time—
fentiments pleafing to Gop, and profitable to
our felves—infinitely more becoming a ra-
tional immortal creature, than all the cxpref-
fions of cutward joy, and crazy riot, {fo much
in vogue.

TuaTt I may not detain you with more par-
ticulars, it may be concluded, in general, That
reafon and religion, if properly confuulted, will
fail in no inftance to thew us the proper ufe of
prefent things. They will effectually moderate
our efteem, our dclires, our hopes, and our
fears of this world, with all its enjoyments,
and with all its terrors, as things which, on
account of thcir pafling nature and fhort du-
ration, are intitled to a very moderate fhare

of our care and concern, a very fizall nums

I:
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ber of our projeds or defigns; and make us
willing to pr"eparc for a departure from this
perithing fcene of change and folly : they will
convince us, That our higheft wifdom confifts
in adting that part, which Providence has af-
figned us here below, wel/ and faithfully, {o
as to gain the approbation of our Judge; ha-
ving a fteady regard to the recompence of
reward in a future world, feeing that the fa-
Sbion of this world paffeth away, and the fcenes
will be quickly fhifted to eternity!

- Axp ought not this weighty and momen-
tous confideration engage us to {eek aftera
more folid and enduring portion than this
tranfient fcenc of things can afford us ? Hap-
pinefs is the grand, the univerfal, purfuit of
mankind. But-we plainly fee that this is not
the place of our happinefs. If this world

could afford it, then, indced, it would be

our wifdom and prudence to feek it in this
world. But as this world has already de-
ceived multitudes in this purfuit, and left all

»
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who have made the experiment unfatisfied
and difappointed, we may be affured it is not
to be found here. Gop hath fet a nobler ob-
je in view ; the glories of an eternal ftate,
which are as extenfive as our faculties, and
as durable as eternity. Here are honours big
with immortality ; uncloying pleafures for
ever more ; and durable riches which nei-
ther moth nor ruft can deftroy. Here are
crowns of glory which fhall but begin to
fparkle, when all the tinfeled toys of time
fhall be funk into everlafting oblivion. Here
are immortal youth, and beauties which fhall
but begin to bloom, when our mortal bodies
are devoured by worms, and mouldered inte
duft. Here are heavenly manfions and cities,
which have foundations, the delightful a-
bodes of the blefled ; when the empires and
kingdoms, the cities and dwellings, of this
world fhall be confumed by the flames of the
laft conflagration, and funk, perhaps, into
the barren womb of nothing. And zhefe are
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all purchafed by the RepeemER’s blood, and

freely offered in the gofpel, and unworthy.

finners are folicited to accept them without
money and without price; by a humble re-
liance on a Saviour’s merit, and a dutiful

obedience to his laws and precepts.

- WHEREFORE then do we not fpeedily

comply with thefe gracious overtures, that
we may be intitled to thofe rich and fubftan-
tial mercies? This aGtual clofure with the a-

ftonithingly gracious offers of the gofpel,

would moft effectually teach us to. regulate.

our ufe of prefent things; to fet our moft
ardent affections on things above, where CHRIST

our divine Lord and lawgiver, our pattern

and our portion, is feated at the right hand.

of Gob ; to look, not at the things that are
Jeen and temporary, but at.the things which are

unfeen and eternal ; to walk by faith, and not .
by fenfe.  Confcious of fuch a firm and im--

moveable foundation of our hope, and ex-
hilirated by the chearing reflection, that thus
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we have fpent our lives and employed our
faculties, in profecuting our true happinefs,
and: exercifing confeiences void of offence towards
Gop and towards man, with what tranquil-
lity and ferenity of mind may we quit this mor-
tal ftage, and with what full affurance of faith
and hope, expeét that blefled eulogium from
our merciful Judge : #ell done ye good and
Saithful fervants ; enter ye into the joy of your

Lorp ?

THE END.
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