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A D V ERTISEMENT.

THE following diſcourſe hath nothing elſe to

recommend it, than the importance of the

ſubject. This, indeed , is confeſſedly great.

The author himſelf, as a compound being ,

partakes in the vanity of the things he de

ſcribes . Heis now acting his part on this tran

fitory theatre, and muft foon paſs into one

which will be fixed and permanent. The

form of thework is like to be but ofmomen

tary exiſtence ; but thematter which it exhi

bits will be an eternal verity. And if the men

who are now wholly immerſed in the diſtrac

ting caresofbuſineſs, or are continually whir

led aboutby the inchanting diſlipations of plea

ſure, would allow themſelves an hour or two,

occaſionally, for the conſideration of it, they

would , in all probability, act their parts better

on this ſtage of time, and paſs into a world

of eternal realities, with leſs regret, and with

more of peace, joy and exultation , than they

generally do. To lead to , and aſſiſt in , this

important conſideration , is themotive of the

author : May a divine bleſſing crown his

endeavours with ſucceſs. Amen .
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The tranſitory and evaneſcent nature of

all Sublunary things, from

Corinthians, vii.31.

- - The faſhion of this world paſetb away.

THEinordinate love of this preſent world,

I and an undue attachment to its plea

ſures and intereſts, is the greateſt ſource of

deluſion in human nature. It is the fatal pre

cipice, the hidden rock , over which miriads

of thoughtleſs finners tumble headlong into

the pit of deſtruction. It is the broad way in

which blind and ſtupid mortals are daily croud

ing down to the chambers of death .

The apoſtle John ſums up all that is in the

world under three articles — The luft of the

fleſh, the luſt of the eye and the pride of life.

Theſe are generally termed by philoſophers

and divines, the pleaſures, profits and honours

of theworld , which are the three principalob

urs
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rs are

jects about which the corrupt luſts and appe

tites in the hearts of finners are employed .

Andthere is notone impenitent ſinner, among

the ſons and daughters of Adam , who is not

under the abſolute dominion of ſome.one, if

not all of theſe luſts ; who does not purſue

ſome one, if not all of theſe objects, as his

chief end and higheſt happineſs ; who does

not place his choiceſt affections upon them ,

and employ his greateſt care and thoughtful

neſs about them .

Some are entirely devoted to the brutal

pleaſures of eating and drinking, and make

gods of their bellies. Their chief care is to

live ſumptuouſly , and they would pawn their

very ſouls for a dainty morſel.

. Others, who, perhaps, are neither glut

tons nor drunkards,yet, like the filthy ſwine,

are continually wallowing in the luſts of con

cupiſcence. Their thoughts are nothing but

a ſink of polution and defilement, and they

can ſcarce open their eyes upon the world ,
UU
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but they behold fome object which inflames

their impure deſires, and defiles their con

ſcience. Their very dreams are ſcenes of

debauchery , and every deſire is an act of adul

tery or uncleanneſs .

OTHERS, again, are ſo much under the

dominion of floth and indolence ; devote ſo

much of their timeto ſleep and loitering , that

they had almoſt rather ſteal or ſtarve, than

draw a hand out of their bofoms, or employ

themſelves in any lawfulinduſtry to obtain an

honeſt livelihood . And theſe drones are not

only dead weights on fociety ; but havealſo

denied the Chriſtian faith, and are worſe than

induſtrious infidels.

Now , all theſe make proviſion for the fleſh ,

to fulfil the brutiſh lufts thereof. They may

be termed a ſet of rational ſwine, who de

ferve not the name of men , much leſs of

Chriſtians

Besides theſe, there are another ſpecies

of idolators in theworld , commonly known

25 .

Omin 10wn
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by the nameofmiſers. Theſe men , tho' not

altogether ſuch ſenſual brutes as the former,

yet have an equally mean paſſion, and worſhip

as baſe an idol. Gain is their greateſt god

lineſs ; and whether they obtain it honeſtly ,

or otherwiſe, is ſeldom matter of conſcience

with ſuch. The heavenly inheritance, or the

eternalhappineſs of their ſouls, is a very ſmall

riſque where there is a pretty certain proſpect

ofmoney. The object of their choiceſt af

fections, the idol of their fouls, is locked up

in their coffers ; and their charity is, gene

rally, ſo cold, that the poor and needy feldom

taſte of their liberality . I need not, how

ever, detain you longer with theſe perſons.

The world knows them ſo well, and hates

them ſo cordially , that they ſeldom fail, even

in this life, to meet with ſufficient mortifi

cation .

ANOTHER claſs ofmen , of a caſt of mind

a little more refined and elevated indeed

than the former, but who are equally flaves
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to the world, are intoxicated with the idle

dreams of greatneſs, and are the dupes of

ambition. Theſe are troubled with a lower

fpecies of Alexander 's frenzy, who would

have himſelf to be thought a god , and wor

ſhipped by the credulous and ſuperſtitious

world as the ſon of Jupiter Ammon . And

were it not a very ſerious ſubject which I

am upon, andafoul-deſtroying deluſion which

I am expoſing , it would be diverting e

nough to take a ſurvey of the trifles, toys,

and vanities ; the little ſupernumerary advan

tages, and childiſh baubles which the proud

and ambitious part of mankind fo eagerly

purſue, ſo much pique themſelves upon ;

and , on account of which , they think them

ſelves intitled to the wonder and adoration

of the world .

Some think they aremightily ſet abovethe

common level ofmankind, by being deſcend

ed from rich or honourable parents,and ima

gine that a peculiar deference is indiſpenſibly
B
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due them on that account. - Others, who

cannot boaſt ſo much of pedigree, are ex

ceſſively lifted up in their own minds, be

cauſe they have, by ſome chance or other,

met with more ſucceſs in theworld than their

neighbours, and have amaſſed more plentiful

fortunes than they . They meaſure their me

rit and importance by their acres or their in

tereſt, and think the world does them inju

ſtice, if it does not pay them a great deal of

deference and veneration on account of their

riches. And truly it muſt be confeſſed , that

theſe ſeldom want their ſhare of admirers and

flatterers to feed their vanity : though they

would do well to conſider, at the ſame time,

that it is their wealth and not their perſons,

which is ſo much adored and careſſed .

Others, again , are ſo dazzled and over

whelmed by a ſenſe of their power and ele

vation of rank , that they almoſt forget they

are men, and would have ſuch as are below

them poſſeſſed with anotion thatthey areſome
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thing above their order of beings : not con

ſidering that they are only ſuperior by virtue

of their office, and that the power and tenure

by which they hold that office,is, underGod,

immediately derived from that very people

whom they affect to deſpiſe. Theſe,however,

ſeldom fail to be cheriſhed in their deluſion

by the voice of flatterers and fawning fyco

phants .

OTHERS are extremely anxious to be

thought wiſe, learned and politic, and when

they have once got themſelves perſuaded in

to this opinion , are very much diſpleaſed if

the world is not of theirmind and treats them

not accordingly. .

Nay, notwithſtanding the modiſhneſs of

vice in the preſent age, and how much dif

advantage it is to a man 's character, in a

faſhionable company, to appear ſober and

pious ; yet there are not wanting fome, e

ven in this libertine and licentious age, who

are ambitious of aſſuming this character ,and

V m
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appearing religious ; and nothing could more

offend them , than to ſuſpect their fincerity .

Others are ſo charmed with their beauty ,

ſtrength , agility or gay attire, that they think

themſelves ſufficiently intitled to the atten

tion of the world on theſe accounts.

And as mankind, in general,are ſo blind

and prejudiced as to pay an undue eſteem to

theſe outward periſhing things, while true

moral excellence , unaffected virtue, and in

ward purity and rectitude are unnoticed and

neglected ; fo the ambitious part of the world

eagerly purſue the former, while they over

look and deſpiſe the latter. They earneſtly

deſire to be thought rich, noble, powerful,

learned , politic, gay or beautiful, becauſe

theſe things generally meet with flattery and

popular applauſe ; while piety , virtue and ſo

briety , which are unfaſhionable accompliſh

ments, and have their approbation and re

ward in an inviſible world, are pafled over

without any eſteem or regard . i ;
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Thus various are the ſhapes in which the

love of the world preſents itſelf to mankind,

and draws off their hearts and affections from

God, religion and eternity.

Now , as the friendſhip of this world , is

enmity againſt God - Asthe love of the FA

ther cannotdwell in a breaſt poſſeſſed by ſo

impure and baſe a paſſion - Nor is it poſſible

that a foul can bedevoted to the ſervice of its

Maker, and at the ſame time, a ſervant to

its lufts, a ſlave to the honors, profits and

pleaſures which ſurround it in this periſhing

ſcene of things. In a word , as we muſt ei

ther determine toovercomethe world , or be

overcome by it - either reſolve to diſengage

our affections from its love and purſuit, or to

ſuffer the lofs ofour ſouls - So , it is the great

buſineſs of religion to wean our affections

from the things of timeand ſenſe, and fix

them on future and eternal objects — to mo

derate our eſteem of the preſent evil world ,

by ſhewing its emptineſs and vanity , its un
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ſatisfactory nature and ſhort duration, and

ſet before us the prize of immortal glory.

AND, perhaps, there is not, in the Chri

ſtian religion , a more proper argument for

this important purpoſe than is contained in

our text--namely — “ That the faſhion of this

world paſſeth away :” That all the glittering

appearances which captivate thoughtleſs ſin

ners, are ofa tranſitory peribing nature. They

paſs away like ſo many ſhadows in themoon

ſhine, or like ſo many golden dreamswhich

pleaſe and delude the imagination but a few

moments, and ſo leave the expectation dif

appointed ; and , therefore, are not to be

ſought after in the firſt place, or with the

greateſt earneſineſs.

The apoſtle, in the former part of the

chapter, had been adviſing the Corinthiansa

bout the inexpediency of marriage in that

troubleſomeand diſtreſſed condition in which

the Chriſtian Church was ſoon about to be

involved, by the perfecution of Nero - inti
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), and

mating to them that the care of a family in

thoſe perilous times,would be attended with

a greatdealoftrouble and difficulty . Where

fore he adviſes, Thatſuch as already had wives,

ſhould fo far abate their fondneſs for them ,

as tho' they had none; that theywhowept ſhould

be as tho’ they weptnot ; they that rejoiced , as

tho' they rejoiced not ; they that bought, as thor

they poleſed not ; and they that uſed this world ,

as not abuſing it And then adds this general

reaſon ,of univerſal uſe in all agesof the world

and circumſtances of life - For THE FASHION

OF THIS WORLD PASSETH AWAY.

Ishall, by the divine aſſiſtance ,

Iſt, Consider a little the ſenſe and import

of the phraſe.

2dly , Prove the truth of the obſervation ,

and thew , in a few inſtances, how the faſhion

of this world pafſeth away.

zdly , Draw ſome practical inferences from

the doctrine.
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I. I AM , a little to conſider the ſenſe and

import of the phraſe.

By the faſhion of the world , we are doubt

leſs here to underſtand all that may be called

properly ſublunary ; all the objects of our ſen

ſes, appetites, deſires, and purſuits, which

are limited and confined to this preſent world ,

this tranſitory ſcene of things ; its cuſtoms

and manners, its pleaſures and enjoyments ,

its ſchemes, projects, cares, amuſements and

vanities ; all that, in ſhort,which now engages

the eager purſuitofits buſy inhabitants. Theſe

various faſhions and appearances have a ſpee

dy period . They are paſſing away like the

morning cloud and early dew . Death will

foon huſh up all in profound ſilence, and there

will be an end of all things here below .

· The words in the originalare very emphati

cal,and ſomeof theableſtcritics have obſerved ,

that the apoſtle (who is well known to be fre

quent, ingenious, and ſtriking in his alluſions)

ſeemshere to allude to the ancient Greek and

n
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Roman theatres. The Greek word gaude,

which we tranſlate faſhion ,may, we are told ,

be as well tranſlated ſcene or maſquerade. If

it be taken in the firſt fenſe, the alluſion is to

the theatre or ſtage, where the actors aſſume

and perſonate various fictitious characters,

and act their ſeveral parts an hour or two,

for the amuſement of the ſpectators. But

when the play is finiſhed and the curtain

drop 'd , the ſeveral actors are deveſted of their

imaginary characters, and borrowed forms,

and appear again in their original meanneſs

and inſignificance. The fictitious emperors,

kings,heroes, ſtateſmen , and politicians, be

ing ſtrip'd of their tinfeld ornaments, are

converted into mere ſtage-players, and are

intitled to no farther honour nor applauſe,

than as they have acted their parts well. How

appoſite and ſtriking is this alluſion ? How

juſtly and elegantly is this world , and the

ſtate of mankind in it, held forth to us un

der this metaphor ?

0

COT mer e
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For, what elſe is this world but a great

flage or theatre, whoſe ſcenes are as ſhifting

and variable, and whoſe characters are as vain

and phantaſtic as the former ? What a mighty

noiſe, buſtle, and parade have we amongſt

the great and conſpicuous characters of this

world ? How do they ſhine , and figure away,

and fill the world with theeclat of their great

exploits and mighty atchievements,while the

poor, laborious, and moſt uſeful part ofman

kind creep along the ſtage, either covereď

with obſcurity , or loaded with contempt ?

Well, in a ſhort time, the curtain is drop'd ,

and alltheſe vain phantomsdiſappear. Death ,

that mighty leveller, ſweeps all the buſy

actors off the ſtage oftime, ſtrip'd of all their

fhort-liv'd honours and ornaments ; and be

ing all brought upon a level, they go down

promiſcuouſly to the grave in their original

nakedneſs and meanneſs, and are mingled

without diſtinction with their ſiſter worms

and kindred clay. Thus they paſs away as
wav 2
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a tale that is told, and in a few years the

very remembrance of them periſheth !

An eminent critic on this place has ſtill

gone farther, and ſhewed that the folly and

infatuation of the buſy actors on the theatre

of this world, even exceed that of ſtage

players : for, that no ſtage-actor was ever

ſo far demented , as to fancy thathe really was

what he appeared to be, or that the ſtate and

dignity he aſſumed ,while on the ſtage, were

real, durable, and permanent things :

Whereas the great, rich , and proſperous in

this world , are generally ſo drunk with the

cares of this life, and intoxicated with its ho

nours and enjoyments, as to forget that they

are tranſitory and of Mort duration.

If we prefer the ſecond ſenſe of the word

xõuct, and tranſlate it maſquerade, it will

point out to us the deceit and hypocriſywhich

prevailin the world, and thoſe fraudulent dif

guiſes which mankind too generally put on ,

in order to deceive and impofe upon their

U
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fellow creatures. Now the apoſtle affirms,

that the preſent face of things ſhall be chan

ged ; that this ſtratagem , artifice, and diffi

mulation ſhall utterly paſs away . Death

will ſoon pull off themaſque and vizard un

der which weact,waſh away the varniſh and

deceitful colouring, and ſend away the actors

into the other world , naked and open to the

eyes of the whole inviſible creation , without

the leaſt covering to conceal their ſhame and

folly. We now proceed ,

Ildly, To prove the truth of the doctrine,

and ſhew , in a few inſtances, how the faſhion

of this world paſſeth away .

I may introduce this head of diſcourſewith

thisgeneral obſervation — That this whole ſub

lunary world , in whatever phaſis we view

it, or in whatever of its parts or appendages

we conſider it, is ofa fading, languiſhing na

ture, liable to continual change and final dif

folution . There is not any one thing under
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the ſun, and that properly belongs to this

lower world, exempted from that prevailing

vanitywhich diffuſes itſelf over this poor ſcene

of change and diſſolution : ſo juſtly do the

preacher and the prophet repreſent the pre

ſent ſtate of things. Vanity of vanities, faith

the preacher, vanity of vanities ; behold all

is vanity and vexation of ſpirit. The earth ,

faith the prophet,mourneth and fadeth away ;

the world languiſheth and fadeth away ; the

haughty people of the earth do languiſh .

Eccl. i. 2 . If. xxiv . 4 . But, to deſcend to

particulars ,

11 . The men of this world are continual

ly paſſing away. Man groweth up like the

flower, and is cut down,and ſo withereth. He

dieth and giveth up the ghoſt, and where is he ?

There is no veſtage nor remembrance of him

left behind , for the placewhich once knew him ,

knoweth him nomore. One generation cometh,

and another goeth in quick ſucceſſions, like ſo

many waves ranging in upon the beach , the

E me
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laſt always occupying the place, and extin

guiſhing the very being, of thatwhich went

before it.

This is not, indeed , the original ſtate and

conſtitution of human nature. Had man kept

the firſt covenant, his pofterity would have

continued in a ſtate of immortal happineſs,

and never have felt the pains of diſeaſe, nor

the agonies of diffolution : nor need it per

plex us,whether this would have happened

by the ſtrength of our original ſtamina , or by

any natural panacea provided to repair the

waſte of our ſpirits, and render our bodies

unperiſhable and immortal. But by one man

ſin entered into theworld , and death by fin ; and

ſo death hath paſſed upon all men, becauſe all

have ſinned ; fo that, it is appointed for all mer

once to die. It is a debt which all our fore

fathershave paid , and which each ofus here

preſent muſt pay fooner or later . Iknow ,

ſays Job, thou wilt bring me to death,and ta

the houſe appointed for all living fleſh. What

en
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mighty ruin and devaſtation has that King of

terrors, that mercileſs deſtroyer of the hu

man race, brought into the world, in every

age ? How many populous kingdoms, na

tions, and cities hath he laid waſte and defo

late, without inhabitant ? An hundred years

ago, this earth was as well peopled , as active,

gay, and buſy , as thoughtleſs and unmindful

of the paſſing and tranſitory nature of preſent

vanities, aswe are atthis day ; and yetwhere

is the ten thouſandth perſon now living to

enjoy the poordregs and remains of that hap

pineſs, which they then ſo eagerly purſued ?

alas! inexorable death hath ſwept them away

from all their honours, pleaſures, and poffef

fions, into an eternal world : and yet (ſtrange

infatuation !) the living lay it not to heart.

They are flow to learn the important leſſon,

and act as tho' they believed they ſhould ne

ver die. Where are all the mighty heroes of

antiquity — thoſe ſcourges of the world, and

butchers of mankind, who made the world



[ 24 ]

US

ARA O AESAR -

tremble at the ſound of their victorious

arms, and who were addreſſed with the vain

compliment of “ O King, live for ever" —

The PHARAOH S, the CAESARS, the Pom

PIEs, the SCIPIOS and ALEXANDERS?

Alas ! they have allmet with the common

fale. Death hath found them out, and their

duſt lies mingled and confounded with that

of their flaves and meaneſt ſubjects, in one

undiſtinguiſhed maſs. None,noneare ſpared .

Noage, no ſex, no condition can plead a re

fpite,much leſs an exemption , from his cold

embraces. Some paſs away from the retire

ments of nature, and are never permitted to

breathe the vital air, or behold the light of

heaven . Shoals are ſwept away in infancy ,

from the hearts and embraces of their tender

parents, to the gloomy manſions of the dead .

Multitudes in the bloom and vigour of youth ,

when their breaſts aremoiſt with milk and their

bones fullof marrow , and when they are form

ing ſchemes and projects for future pleaſure
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and enjoyment. Numbers in a ſtate of full

manhood, and amidſt all the enjoyments of

life, are reluctantly dragged off the ſtage ;

ſome from the arms of tender huſbands, or

affectionate wives ; others from the piercing

and pitiable cries of helpleſs and bereaved or

phans; others from diſtinguiſhed honours,

or plenteous fortunes, upon which they have

ſet their hearts and affections ; - -and (mourn

ful confideration !) others from the lewd em

braces of a harlot, from a drunken frolick ,

or ſome other ſcene of iniquity , are hurried

in a moment before the tribunal of God.

At the very beſt, indeed , man that is born

of a woman , is of few days. If he ſhould

chance to eſcape the jaws of this roaring lion ,

thro’theſtagesof infancy,youth ,andmanhood ,

yet the infirmities and decrepitude of old age

will force him off the ſtage. Four ſcore, or

four ſcore and ten will put a final period to

his life and his preſent enjoyments together,

and oblige him to yield to his fate.
D
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The general brevity of human life is an

awful and alarming ſubject, and nothing fur

niſhes a more ſtriking proof of the ſtupid in

cogitancy of mortals, than the little impreſ

fion it makes on the human mind. On a

calculation which Ihavemade with ſome ac

curacy, of the length of human life in theſe

iſlands, it appears to me that it does not ex

ceed fourteen years. How contracted a ſpan ?

and yet in no part ofthe Chriſtian world, per

haps, is the precious talent of all-important

timemore laviſhly ſquandered, or worſe em

ployed.

AGAIN , how numberleſs and various are

the inſtruments by which this ruthleſs exe

cutioner does his office ? how countleſs the

diſeaſes by which he cuts the ſlender thread

of life ? — “ Thoſe thouſand ills which man

is heir to .” Every pore almoſt in the human

body is ſufficiently wide to admit his poiſon

ous ſhafts.-- Some deſcend to the grave by

painful gradations, and die, as it were, piece

----
-

-
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meal, by flow and lingering diſorders. 0 .

thers are hurried into eternity at an hour's

warning : a raging diſtemper ſeizes their vi

tals, and there is no parleying with themeſ

ſenger, nor reſiſting his fummons. --Others

are taken with a burning fever ; a delirium

deprives them of their underſtanding , and ,

perhaps, they are ſuddenly ſnatched away ,

without the exerciſe of reaſon in their laſt

moments. And whatmultitudes are carried

off, in a ſecond, by accidents, without the

privilege of one petition for mercy . Inftan

ces in all theſe kinds almoſt daily occur to

our obſervation . They are loud calls from

God to prepare and be always in a ſtate of

readineſs ;. as we neither know the day nor

the hour when the ſon ofman cometh , with

thekeys of death , to open the door and uſher

us into the world of ſpirits. Nay , who a

mong usknowsbut that death may be, even

now , whetting his glittering ſword and aim ,

ing the fatal blow which he may , in a few

D 2
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days, for ever ſeparate us from this world and

all its cares and enjoyments. Thus you ſee

that the men of thisworld are continually par

ſing away off the ſtage of time, into the un

feen regions of eternity ,and that there is none

abiding

This, perhaps, may be deemed , by ſome,

a trite topic of common-place declamation .

Granted , if you pleaſe: yet it is a topic which

ſhould ever be held up to themind ofman ,

until it is ſuitably impreſſed and affected by

its intereſting import. I comenow ,

2dly, To ſay, That the things of this world

paſs away. Wehave already obſerved that

the things of this world may be ſummed up un

der three claſſes --its honours, riches, and plea

ſures. For theſe finners toil with inceſſant

fatigue. Theſe employ their earlieſt thoughts

and lateſt cares. Their reſt is interrupted ,

their dreams diſturbed , their ſtrength con

ſumed , and their ſpirits waſted in a laborious

and unwearied purſuit after theſe lying va
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W2nities. And yet, after all, they fow wind a

reap the whirlwind ; they low labour and d

quiet, and reap vexation and diſappointmen

Ask the happieſt rake, themoſt ſplendid

prodigal, the moſt honoured and proſperous

finner that ever lived, what he thinks of the

honours, riches , and pleaſures of the world ,

when he comes to a death -bed . And he will

juſt anſwer you in the language of old divines ;

or in the ſtyle andmanner of that neglected

book, called the Bible ; “ That they aremo

mentary vanities and empty bubbles— that

they appear to him , in the light of eternity ,

as empty nothings, which haveneither ſolidity

nor permanency ; that they are unſatisfacto

ry in their nature, and, without the bleſſing

of God ,prove fatal ſnares to the ſoulsofmen ;

conſequently , can claim a very ſmall ſhare in

the cares and purſuits of an immortal ſpirit ;

and that he himſelf has been cheated and de

ceived by their falſe appearances, and meritri

cious charms. In ſhort, he will preach the
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very doctrine ofour text“ Thatthe faſhion of

this world paſſeth away ; that all its moſt va

lued enjoyments are ſhort-lived and periſhing,

and that they appear to him now as a trou

bled dream , which galls and torments his

conſcience. How many ſuch death -bed lec

tures have been preached to usby departing

finners, and yet how little, how very little,

alas,is the world the wiſer ?

I would be very far from depreciating

theſe things below their proper and intrinſic

value. They are, undoubtedly, the gifts of

indulgent heaven , and make a ſuitable and

neceſſary part in the plan of things here be

low . Our natures are framed for bodily plea

fures ; wehave likewiſe a natural appetite for

honour and eſteem ; and without ſomemeaſure

of wealth, we could not ſubfift, much leſs

live comfortably. Hence it appears plainly,

from our nature and ſituation, that our Ma

ker deſigns weſhould defireand uſe theſe things

moderately - -but ſtill ſo as not to abuſe them
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---As not to ſet things of a day higheſtin our

affections, and neglect the thingsofeternity ;

-- to employ allour cares, thoughts,and pur

ſuits about the faſhion of this world, which

paſſeth away, and entirely to overlook , or

lightly to eſteem , our ſouls and a future ſtate

of exiſtence. Surely reaſon cannot approve

ſuch a conduct as this,and religion every where

condemns it. For, in good earneſt, what

are riches ? - Obſervation, aswell as ſcripture ,

afſures us, that they take unto themſelves

wings, and fly away. All that treaſure which

is not laid up in heaven , is ſubject to the

devouring moth and corroding ruft. Thieves

may break through and ſteal it, or it may

be ſpeedily wreſted from us by the hand

of fraud or violence. What can we count

upon honour ? It is indeed a gay and airy

faſhion of this world ; but, alas, how un

ſtable its foundations ? and how quickly

may it paſs away ? An empty blaſt of popu

lar applauſe ſwells it to the eye, but how

ma
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foon may it be fullied by the breath of enýy ?

How ſoon may the fairelt name be tarniſhed ,

and even rendered odiousto theprejudiced and

undiſcerning multitude, who are always mi

ferable judges of truemerit. A hoſannab to

day may be, and often is, changed into a

crucify to -morrow ; and how many havebeen

fuddenly precipitated from the higheſt pinna

cle of honourand fame, to the loweſt abyfs of

ignominy and diſgrace ? And, with regard to

fenfualpleafures, I might appeal to their vo

taries themſelves whether they are laſting or

fubſtantial,or in any reſpect worthy thehigh

eit ambition and moſt eager purſuit of a ra

tional immortal creature. But even ſuppo

ſing theſe things what the finner would have

them to be, VERY GREAT GOODS, yet as they

belongmerely to the bodies and ſenſes ofmen ,

they cannot poflibly ſurvive the diſſolution of

theſe. They muſt fall at the grave, and the

faſhion of them entirely and for ever pafs a

way. When theſe clay tabernacles, are once
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diffolved , death will blow up allthe finner's

ſchemes and projects, cut ſhort all his plea

ſures, and lay all his titles and honours in

the duſt. Theſe things can be no longer

goods to theman whom death hath bereaved

of the power of poſſeſſion and enjoyment.

I now proceed to a

3d InStance, and that is, The difinitions,

in this world paſs away . It hath pleaſed

God, for wiſe purpoſes, to fix ſuch a conſti

tution of things here below , as that there

fhould be various ranks and degrees of men ,

for the ſake of order and ſubordination in hu

man ſociety . This conſtitution gives riſe to

a number of diſtinctions among men , into

high and low , rich and poor, rulers and

ruled , obſcure and conſpicuous. A long and

ſplendid line of rich and noble anceſtry gives

the pre-eminence to ſome; others by ſhining

talents have rendered themſelves conſpicuous

in the literary or political world ; the inven

tion or improvement of ingeniousartsor uſe

e 1 US
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ful manufactures have deſervedly raiſed o

thers into notice and reſpect of the public,

others are elevated above themultitude, by

holding poſts and offices in the ſtate ; or by

military proweſsand warlike exploits ; or by

power, wealth , or the favour of the great :

and it is very obſervable,how much all of us

are apt to overvalue ourſelves on account of

theſe outward diſtinctions, and to regulate our

eſteem and reſpect for others by them , while

thoſe, whoſe little power, retired life, and fi

lent virtues, render them obſcure , are either

entirely overlooked , or little regarded by us.

The ſterling worth of moral integrity and

perfection , the realand eſſential differences a

inong fouls , is neglected ; while there out

ward diſtinctions attract and claim thie whole

attention of the world , in ſo much , that a

little gold, without any other valuable quali

fication , ſhall gain more eſteem to a fortu

nate or covetous worldling, tho’an idiot or a

knave, than a thouſand virtues feated in a

W
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man's ſoul, which render him truely reſpec

table.

Such is the faſhion of this world ; but it

ſhall entirely paſs away at death , and can have

no place in the world of ſpirits, whoſe cuſtoms

and manners are widely different from ours,

and whoſe eſteem ismerited and regulated by

quite different qualities and conſiderations.

Death ſtrips the ſeveral ranks and orders of

men of their badges ofhonourand diſtinction ,

and levels the moſt exalted ſtations : it pays

no regard to honour, power, or riches ; nor

do crowns, titles or preferments ſtampa value

on the duſt of thoſe who once poſſeſſed them :

but the meaneſt and moſt contemptible of

the human race may then addreſs the haugh

tieſtmonarch in the ſtile of thc prophet Iſaiah :

Art thou alſo become weak as we ? Art thore

become asone of us ? thy pomp is brought down

to thegrave, and the ſound of thy viols: the

worm is ſpread under thee and the worms cover

thee.

E 2



[ 36 ]

* It iuft, indeed, be allowed that there

will be very important diſtinctions among de

parted ſpirits, in a future ſtate. We learn ,

that there will be an eternal ſeparation be

tween two grand claſſes of them , of eſſen

tially different general characters, under the

different denominations of the righteous and

the wicked, the obedient and the diſobedient,

the penitent and impenitent, and that the

one ſhall go away into everlaſting miſery, and

the other into life eternal, where they ſhall be

for ever limited and confined to their diffe

rent abodes,byan impaſſable gulph , never to

mingle any more. All that are deemed wor

thy to enter the gates of the neth Jeruſalem ,

the celeſtial city of our God, ſhall be crown

ed with diademsbeautified with immortality,

and advanced to honours incomparably more

reſplendent than any here below . Nor is it

improbable that ſome of this holy and happy

nation will inherit much more ſhining ho

nours than others, (as much as one ſtar dif
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fers from another in glory ) according to their

different capacities, or different degrees ofmo

ral perfection . Whereas all the inhabitants

of the oppoſite region , will be perpetually

fixed in the loweſt ſtate of ſhame,miſery , and

diſgrace ; and, among theſe too, fomewill

bemore miſerable and wretched than others,

according as they have been more vile and

wicked here. Now , if we enquire into the

grounds and reaſons of theſe important di

ftinctions in the other world , we fall find

that they are notregulated by the faſhions of

this, but by reaſons quite of a different kind .

Riches and power, trick and artifice, oppref

five greatneſs and deceitfulcouncils, the very

things which here give importance to hu

man characters, and raiſe them in the eſtima

tion of the world , ſhall have that vizard

ſtripped off, which they wore on the ſtage of

time, and expoſe their infatuated votaries to

univerſal ſhame and contempt ;- while vir

tue and holineſs, now ſo much deſpiſed by
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theworld ,will then ſhine forth in their eter

nal beauty, and become the only reaſons of

approbation and eſteem . True religion and

undefiled before God, even the Father ; vir

tue impregnable and immaculate, or ſuch a

change of temper and conduct in ſinners, as is

termed ſincere repentance, now the mock of

fools and libertines, conſtitute the only nobi

lity, and entitle to the higheſt honour, in a

future ſtate . Then there will be no reſpect

of perſons in favour of the faſhions and di

ftinctions of this world . The piety and vir

tue of a ſlave will there be as highly honour

ed, and as bountifully rewarded, as thoſe of

an emperor ; and the ſmalleſt victory over

a luſt, more applauded than the conqueſt of

a kingdom .

What a change of faſhions,what a reverſe

of fortunes and characters will this be ? How

aſtoniſhing and diſguſting a ſcene muſt this

afford to thoſe unhappy men , who have been

wholly engroſſed by the faſhions, cuſtoms,
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and diſtinctions of this world ? How muſt it

humiliate and abaſh the haughty tyrant to

paſs into a world , in which the humble vir

tues of a beggar willmeet with more vene

ration than his crown and fceptre ? How

muſt it chagrine the imperiousmaſter to ſee

his pious ſlave carefied and dignified , while

he himſelf will be treated with everlaſting ig .

nominy and contempt? How ſhamefully muſt

the accompliſhed fop and fluttering coxcomb

be looked out of countenance in a world ,

where all their gay apparel, all their cuts

and capers, cannotprocure them the leaſt de

gree of reſpect or deferences and what an

awkward and impolite figure will they

make in a country, with the faſhions and

mannersofwhich they havenevermade them

felves acquainted ? And as for the purſe-proud

worldling, all his bags will not procure him

one friend or dependent there. The leaſt

virtue, the ſmalleſt ſeed of grace, will nobi

litate the poor and deſpiſed things of this
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earth , and give them the pre-eminence above

the higheſt titles and richeſt treaſures.

4thly, The relations of this world paſs a

way. God hath ſo ordered it in the preſent

conſtitution of things, that there ſhould ſub

fiſt a great variety of relations or connexions

among men , ſuch as parents and children ,

magiſtrates and ſubjects, huſbands and wives,

mafters and ſervants. But all theſe modes

and faſhions of ſociety ſhall have a final pe

riod at the grave, as the reaſons of them will

then ceaſe for ever. At the grave theking

effeétually abdicates his throne, and the ſub

ject lays down his allegiance : the ſlave alſo

obtains his liberty , and the maſter is deveſted

of his authority . There the priſoners reſt to

gether ; they hear not the voice of the oppreſſor :

the ſmall and thegreatare there, and the ſervant

is free from his maſter. In that more perfect

world even the moſt tender andendearing do

meſtic relations of huſband and wife, parent

and child , ſhall be for ever ſuperſeded , and
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give place to themorenoble charities of a hea

venly friendſhip, and the divine relation of

the children ofGod . For they, we are told ,

Wholhall be accounted worthy to obtain that bet

ter world, and the reſurrection from the dead,

neither marry nor are given in marriage ; for

they gre equal unto the angels, and are the

children of God .

How many are the politicaldiſorders which

prevail in this wretehed world of ours ? On

the one ſide tyranny and oppreſſion ; on the

other ſlavery , vaffalage, and miſery. Nor are

the moſt perfect conftitutions, or the beſt ad

miniſtred and regulated governments, free

from ſuch blemiſhes and defects as often dif

turb the order, and militate againſt the tran

quility and happineſs, ofhuman ſociety. In

deed , in this imperfect ſtate of things, it is

fcarcely poſſible to guard againſt many and

grievous abuſes,orſecure the rights and pri

vileges of every individual. But in that

better world , all the defects of human go
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vernment, and all the diſorders of ſociety,will

be rectified . The eternal King , feated on

a throne of impartial equity, and extending

his views to the moſt hidden principles and

fecret deſires of all his ſubjects, will take im -.

mediately into his own hands the govern ..

ment of the world, and execute it in a way

altogether ſuitable to his own excellencies and .

perfections. It ſhall then no more be ſaid , that

in the place of judgment, iniquity preſides ; but

beauty, harmony, and order ſhallreign thro'

the univerſe for ever. Unerring wiſdom and

boundleſs compaſſion , ſeated upon the throne

of the world , ſhall hold the reins of irreſiſ

tible power, and mitigate the rigours of ſtern

and inflexible juſtice. No right of the mean

eſt ſubject ſhall be forgotten, or invaded ;

nor ſhall tyranny , oppreſſion , or partiality

have place any more. Love, joy, and holy

triumph ſhall diffuſe themſelves thro' all the

regions of heaven , and fill every ſoul with

the ſentiments of complete and uninterrupt
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ed felicity ; whereas only themalignant, the

polluted , the obſtinately incorrigible and ir

reclaimable,whom no goodneſs could move,

nor any diſpenſation of mercy reform , ſhall

fink down to thoſe regions of horror and mi

ſery prepared for the devil and his angels.

• sthly , The moraland religious faſhions of

this world paſs away .

The Engliſh word faſhion ſeems well a

dapted to point out, both the futility and

tranſitory nature of thoſe things and enjoy

ments on which the hearts of men ſo fondly

doat. It is chiefly, if I am not miſtaken ,

confined to the cut and figure of garments.

Theſe faſhions, as they are perpetually chang

ing, and in a continualrotation, ſo they gene

rally employ the attention only of the lighter

and vainer part of the ſpecies. Their futili

ty and unimportance is ſuch , that it would

degrade themore rational part of either ſex ,

to make them the objects of their anxious

care or ſedulous attention . But if we tran .

201 IS
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flate theoriginal word ſcene or maſquerade it

will give us a ftill more humiliating idea of

the preſent ſtate of things ; more eſpecially

as it relates to religion and morality, the mat.

ters which we are now more immediately

conſidering.

If any thing in this world were built up

on a firm and immoveable baſis, one would

think it was religion and morality ; the one

being founded on the veracity of God, and

the immutability of his attributes, and the

other on the eſſential properties of human

nature, the law ofGod written on the heart

ofmen , and thoſe relations, which ever have

ſubfifted , and evermuft fubfiſt between man

and man in the preſent ftate.

Now , one would imagine, the main and

leading principles of religion and morality

would havebeen ever and invariably the ſame,

Yet,will not hiſtory and obfervation convince

us, that nothing, in fact, hath been more

changeable and variable than the modes and
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faſhions of religion and morality ? How many

different theories and principles of morals

does almoſt every age produce ? How many

virtues, which have obtained the fuffrage,and

ſtood the teſt of antiquity , have been expun

ged , and transferred to the column of vices ,

by ſome of ourmodern improvers and reform

ers of philoſophy ? And has not one reaſon

to tremble for the fate of thoſe few which ſtill

remain uncancelled in this reforming age ?

This, indeed , is a blow at the fubftance itſelf,

rather than at the mode or faſhion . But,

with regard to the mode, every age, and al

moſt every writer, hath given a new theory ,

and ſo dreſſed off morality in a new faſhion,

With ſome, the duties and obligations of mo

rality are founded on the will of God ; with

others, upon fomeabſtract nature and reaſon

of things ; with others,upon themoral ſenſe;

with others,on ſympathy, & c.

. With regard to religion, which is founded

upon a clear and well authenticated divine re
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velation , hath it been more fortunate in this

reſpect ? How many various garbsand faſhions

hath it put on - not only under different dif

penſations, where there has been a real ground

for fome diverſity - nor merely in its modes

and external ceremonies, where a diverſity is

not fo pernicious — but even in its eſſential

doctrines and principles , in which , from the

ſmallneſs of their number , and the clearneſs

of their revelation , one would expect that all

ages and alldenominationsof thoſe who hold

the ſame revelation , would be fully agreed .

Almoſt every ſyſtem writer in divinity,hath

trimmed off religion in his own faſhion . The

divinity in faſhion, at, and ſhortly after, the

Reformation, is now quite obſolete and un

falhionable ; and hemuſt be a hardy veteran ,

indeed, who, at this day, would dare to preach

or publiſh reformation doctrines to the mo

diſh world . Nor is this the caſe with Pro

teſtants alone, who, through the want of an

infallible head and judge of controverſies, are
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thought to be much given to change : but

even that church which claims the high pre

rogative of infallibility , is found to have va

ried conſiderably from many of the tenets it

held facred about two centuries ago . .

In a word , what hath been already obſer

ved of morality, may not the ſame be ſaid of

religion, That many of its doctrines, which

have obtained the ſuffrage, and ſtood the

critical teſt of antiquity, are now expunged,

and transferred to the column of errors ? All

this, indeed, is termed reformation , and aſcribed

to the greater critical acumen of the preſent

enlightened age. Be it ſo, if the greatmoderns

pleaſe : yet it ſtill tends to prove and illuſtrate

my general doctrine, namely, that all ſublu

nary things, morality and religion, as they

are modified by the pens of men, not except

ed , are mere faſhions of this world , which paſs,

away.

We now have been conſidering the word ,

according to its moſt common import in our

m

acc
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Engliſh tranſlation : but, if we tranſlate it

fcene or maſquerade, it will open a new field

for obſervation . The fair pretences and ap

pearances ofmorality and religion, whichmen

puton, how frequently are they meremaſques

and vizards, to conceal their iniquitous pur

poſes, and to impoſe upon their fellow men ?

The more weare acquainted with mankind,

the more we ſhall be convinced that this is a

very prevailing faſhion ,both in the moral and

religious world ; and that this great ſtage of

time is little elſe than a maſquerade, where

people act under falſe and feigned characters.

This is fo very true and obvious, that the

fairer mens promiſes are, and themore fan

guine their profeſſions of friendſhip, the more

every wiſeman ought to be on his guard , left

he becomethedupe of his own ſimplicity and

credulity , and the victim of their artifice and

diſſimulation . How common a thing is it to

love in word and in longue, butnot in deed and

in truth ? How many empty careffes, faith
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Teſs promiſes, and inconſtant, if not pretended

or perfidious, friendſhips are in the world ?

How few expreſs their real ſentiments, or

ſpeak the truth to their neighbour; and when

they do, how few act agreeable to this ſince

rity of ſpeech ? Inſincerity, duplicity , and

diffimulation are artswhich have gained ſuch

a currency and countenance among mankind,

from the court down to the loweſt ranks of

the people; that the upright and ſincere man

is ſtigmatized with the opprobrious epithets

of fimpleton and fool. . And even , with re.

gard to the better fort of the ſpecies, how of..

ten do little by-ends, ſelfiſh views, and coun

terfeit pretences mix themſelves with their

conduct, and give it a baſe alloy ; as being

all'inconſiſtent with that noble candour, and

generous fimplicity , which is the glory of

men , and the ornament of Chriſtians.

AND, in matters of religion, are not the

very fame baſe and diſingenuous arts often

made uſe of to varniſh over a deceitful heart,

erou
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and cheat the world ? Hypocrites, by their

loud and noiſy pretences, impoſe upon the

credulous multitude, and gain more honour

and applauſe, by mere grimace, and affected

auſterity , than the ſincere Chriſtian can do

by all his real, but ſilent and modeſt virtues.

How often hath Satan transformed himſelf

into an angel of light, in order to deceive the

nations, by lying wonders, and falſe preten

ces ? How many tartufs have obtained the

reputation of ſanctity , while real faints, whoſe

ſhining virtues have done honour to religion ,

have ſuffered reproach , defamation , perſecu

tion , and death ? How many whited fepul

chres, inwardly full of ſtench and putrefac

tion, have been raiſed to the higheſt honours

and dignities of the church, whilemen of the

moſt undiſſembled piety and ornamental pro

bity are thruſt into the ſhades of obſcurity,

where, like candles put under a buſhel, the

light of their examplary ſanctity and edifying

virtues is totally eclipſed ?
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Such is the religious faſhion of this world ,

but it ſhall utterly paſs away at death , as

miſts and vapours vaniſh before the riſing

fun. Weſhallthen ſtep into a world of eter

nal realities, where maſques and pretences ſhall

find no place, and where all diffimulation

and deceit will be for ever baniſhed into

outer darkneſs. The piercing eye of omni

ſcience, and the light which ſurrounds the

eternal throne, will quickly unveil the moſt

hidden ſubterfuges of hypocriſy , and reveal,

to theabhorrence and deteſtation of thewhole

univerſe, the turpitude and abomination of

the deceitful heart.

And, indeed,if weconſider religion,even in

its faireſt and moſt inviting forms, the falhion

of it will then paſs away , or be changed much

for the better , in that more perfect ſtate of

celeſtial worſhip . The beſt Chriſtians now

worſhip God by many prayers and tears, with

much felf-denial and mortification , with ma

ny doubts and fears, with much weakneſs,

mu

G 2
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languor, and infirmity, with much conflict

againſt temptationsand corruption , often with

much wearineſs of the fleſh, and in the exer

ciſe of a patience, put to painful trials by ca

lamities and afflictions, and all this in expec

tation of a diſtant, future, and inviſible re

ward . But,oh! how changed will this faſhion

be in heaven , where the exerciſe of all the

painful graces and duties of the Chriſtian will

ceaſe for ever - where faith will be ſwal

lowed up in viſion ,and hope in fruition ,and

where all that holy and happy ſociety ſhal!

ſee God, as they are ſeen by him , and know

him as they are known of him ,and love him

according to his infinite beauty, and praiſe

him according to his infinite greatneſs, and

worſhip him with the ardour and activity of

ſeraphs, and where all the paths of religion

ſhall be watered by thoſe rivers of pleaſures,

which flow from the right hand of Gop for

evermore,
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6thly, The faſhion of this world, as it is

a ſtate of trial and probation for an eternity

ofhappineſs or miſery,will paſs away at death ,

An awful conſideration this, which may well

awaken and alarm the moſt ſtupid and care

leſs finner ! Here , indeed , upon the theatre

of time, ſaints and finners, the righteous and

the wicked , they that ſwear and they that

fear an oath , are promiſcuouſly blended to

gether, and enjoy the mercies of providence

and the offers of grace in common . Butwhen

the ſcenes are ſhifted to eternity,matters ſhall

be quite otherwiſe. The clean and unclean ,

the holy and profane, ſhall be ſeparated by

an eternal partition. An impenitent finner

ſhall never, to eternity , hear another ſermon

to ridicule, nor another offer of mercy to ne

glect and deſpiſe ; for the former things are

for ever paſſed away. Hope, the laſt refuge

of the wicked , muſt relinquiſh him at the

grave, and conſign him over to the horrors

of darkneſs, and the heart-rending pangs of
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raging deſpair ; even to that worm which dieth

not, and that fire which is not quenched . Nor

can he, as we have obſerved before, longer

flatter himſelf with the proſpect of any fa

vourable change in his circumſtances, after

that deciſive ſentence is pronounced by the

ſovereign arbiter of things: he that is unjuſt,

let him be unjuſt ſtill; and he that is filthy, let

bim be filthy ſtill.

But I haſten to a

7th , Andmy laſt obſervation on thewords,

which is, That, not only are the fienes of

this world continually ſhifting , its actors va

niſhing like ſo many ſhadows in perpetual

fucceffion, and its admired faſhions paffing a

way, like a tale that is told ; but alſo the ſtage

itſelf, the ſpacious theatre of this viſible ma

terial world , will be ſhortly pulled to pieces

Its ſcaffoldings, and all its works and or

naments, ſhall be quickly tumbled into ruin

and deſtruction . All its airy forms will be

for ever diſſipated, and itſelf give place to
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thoſe new heavens and that new earth , where.

in.dwelleth righteouſneſs.

Its inhabitants, we learn , were formerly

cut off by an univerſal deluge, a flood of wa

ter, which covered theworld of theungodly . And

St. Peter aſſures us, That the heavens and the

earth which now are, are kept in ſtore, reſerve

ed to fire, againſt the day of judgment and per

dition of ungodly men . The mountains, which

now riſe with awful majeſty , and which , on

account of their ſtrength and ſtability , are call

ed the everlaſting mountains, and ſerve for an

emblem of the truth and faithfulneſs of God

- thoſe ſurprizing and magnificent monu

ments of divine power, ſhall totter at their

very foundations, and vaniſh into nothing at

the preſence of the Judge. The fruitful val

lies, which are now covered with inhabitants,

and adorned with ſtrong and beautiful cities,

ſhallthen be wraptup in the univerſal flames,

and left defolate, without inhabitant. All

the proud monuments of human vanity ;

10n .
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thoſe mighty works of art, which ſeem to

defy the ruſt and canker of time, ſhall be

fwallowed up in the general conflagration .

The wide and extended ſea,which is now the

medium of trade,and the buſy ſcene of mer

chant-adventurers, together with its number

leſs inhabitants, ſhall flee away and find no

place, at the expiring groans of univerſal na

ture. Theſe iſlands, upon which we dwell,

together with the larger continents, ſhall e

qually ſhare in the fate of that day , and be

conſumed to aſhes. The viſible heavens,to

gether with all their hining glories, the ſun,

moon, and ſtars, ſhall be rolled up asa ſcroll;

they ſhall paſs away with a great noiſe ; and

the elements of which they arecompoſed, ſhall

melt with fervent heat : and then , indeed , ſhall

happen, asMr. Addiſon beautifully expreffes

it, “ Thewar of elements, the wreck of mat

ter , and the cruſh of worlds.”

I PROCEED now to fome practical reflec

tions upon thewhole. And,
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· iſt, In general; we have ſeen the tranfi

tory nature and unſtable condition of all ſub

lunary things ; that they all paſs away , and

are of ſhort continuance : and what valuable

inſtruction doe this conſideration afford us ? -

Why, juſt thisoneimportantand very intereſ

ting leſſon , which the Apoſtle inculcates in

the words immediately preceding our text

namely , Thatwe ſhould uſe this world as not

abuſing it.

Herewemay obſerve,that the Apoſtle free

ly grants that we may uſe this world . He

prohibits none of its lawful pleaſures, enjoy

ments, or gratifications ; but only lays in a

caveat againſt a wrong and immoderate uſe of

it , and would not have us ubuſe it . But

here a queſtion may be moved. What are

we to underſtand by the abuſe of this world ,

and how may we learn to uſe this world ,

fo as not to abuſe it ?

For a ſolution of this queſtion, I muſt re

fer my hearers to reaſon, conſcience, and the
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revealed will of God. Theſe three, if pro

perly conſulted , will never fail to enlighten

the path of our duty, and fully to inform us,

on all occaſions, and in all circumſtances,

how we ought to uſe this preſent world , and

where the tranſition commences from its

uſe to its abuſe.

Do themen of this world pafs away in their

ſucceſſive generations ? Does death pay no

reſpect to the brave, the mighty , or the wiſe,

but bring all to the grave with an impartial

and undiſtinguiſhing ſeverity ; ſo that all

feſh , as well that of the great and powerful,

as of the mean and obſcure, is but as graſs

which groweth up, and is immediately cut

down and withereth ? Then reaſon and ſcrip

ture willboth inform us, That we ſhould re

gulate our eſteem for mankind in general, by

a conſideration of their mortality ; ſo as not

to put too much truſt or dependance upon

a creature ſo frail, wcak , and dependent.

To this purpoſe the Pfalmiſt : Put not your trufl
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in princes, nor in the ſon of man, in whom there

is no help ; his breath goeth jorth, he returneth

to his eartb ,in that very day his thoughts periſh .

Are the things of this world of a paffing

tranſitory nature? Do all its honours, plea

ſures,and riches vaniſh and diſappear atdeath ?

Then , reaſon , as well as fcripture, will in

ſtruct us not to fet our hearts and affections

too eagerly upon thoſe things which muſt

leave us at death , and can ſtand us in no

ſtead in that world to which we are going.

Why ſhould weſuffer our eyes to be dazzled

with the honours of this world , our hearts

to be intoxicated with its pleaſures, or our

minds to be oppreſſed and overburthened by

its cares and riches in our Chriſtian courſe,

ſeeing the faſhion of theſe things quickly pal

fes away , and in a few years, the things

themſelves muſt prove as abſolutely uſeleſs to

us, as though we had never poſſeſſed them ?

Why ſhould we ſuffer its cares to diſtract us,

its fears to torment us, or its hopes to elevate

H 2
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and exalt us above meaſure, ſeeing all theſe

cares, fears, and hopes are employed about

trifles ofa moment, in regard to our endleſs

duration ?

The tranſitory and evaneſcent nature of

the things of this world ſhould alſo regulate

our amuſements and recreations. Scripture

and reaſon afſure us that we are immortal

beings, deſigned for an eternal exiſtence - that

we are here placed in a ſtate of trial and pro

bation, and, according to our preſent con

duct, muſt be either happy or miſerable for

ever. Revelation every where repreſents our

preſent ſtate as a ſtate of warfare, a ſtate of

labour and activity , and a Chriſtian race and

courſe ; which point out to us the need we

have of diligence to make our calling and e

lection fure, and the greatneſs of our work

in this world , if wewould obtain eternal life

in that world which is to come. Hence it

appears, that our preſent time is very precious,

ſeeing a happy or miſerable eternity depends
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upon the improvement of it ; and that every

moment of it which can be ſpared from the

care of the body and neceſſary recreation,

ſhould be employed in cultivating and im

proving theſoul, enlarging and adorning its

faculties, and ſo fitting and preparing it for

the enjoyments and employments of a future

ſtate of retribution. Now , if i: were pro

perly conſidered how ſhort the ſtate of our

trial is at beſt, and what important purpoſes

it is deſigned to ſerve, Is it poſlible that any

perſon endued with reaſon and conſideration,

would laviſh away ſo much precious time, as

theworld generally does in a round of thought

leſs diſſipations and giddy diverſions, which

foften , enervate, and debaſe the human ſoul,

and unfit it for its proper exerciſes ? Mode

rate recreations, if I may uſe the expreſſion ,

brace the nerves of the mind and refreſh the

body, and fo render usmore fit for the buſi

neſs of our callings, as men and Chriſtians.

But when diverſions become exceſſive and
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immoderate, they not only occaſion a ſin

ful waſte of that little time which God

hath allotted us here below , but alſo create

ſuch a levity ofmind as is very unſuitable to

a dying creature, who knows not at what

hour he may be called off from the ſtage of

time, and therefore ſhould be always in a

poſture of readineſs to obey the ſummons.

The faſhion of this world , as a ſtate of

trial, pafſeth away ; and therefore both ſcrip

ture and reaſon direct us to bemoderate in all

things ; to redeem our time ; ſo to number our

days,as to apply our hearts to wiſdom ; towork

out our ſalvation with fear and trembling ;

whatever our hand finds to do , to do it with all

our might, ſeeing that there is no wiſdom ,know

ledge, device,or repentance in the grave ; not

to be nothful in buſineſs, but fervent in ſpirit,

ſerving theLord ; tobe faithful and perſevering

unto death , that we may receive the crown of

life. Certainly , if we conſidered our diver.

fions in the light of eternity, they would be
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a little better regulated than they generally

are. We would not dare to ſquander away

whole days, and nights, and months, and

years of that precious time, for every mo

mentof which wemuſt give an account to

God, in giddy riot, and intemperate frolick .

And there is a certain period approaching,

when every minute of that time, which now

hangs ſo heavy on our hands, and which we

know not how to paſs it quickly enough a

way, will appear to us a precious and invalu

able treaſure, which ſhould have been better

improved. And this leads me naturally to

another reflection, ſuitable to the preſentſub

ject.

The ſhortneſs of our ſtate here, as proba

tioners for eternity , ought to make us fre

quently thoughtful, how we have improved

this ſtate, what part of our great work we

have done, or what remains for us yet to do.

And what timecan be more ſuitable to excite

ſuch falutary reflections, than the preſent ſea
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on ; alas! too frequently appropriated to quite

different purpoſes !

God hath lately added another year to the

days of our pilgrimage, and we are now en

tered into a new one, which is alſo paſſing

away ; and the omniſcient God alone, by

whom our days are determined , and with

whom are the number of our months,know

eth who among us may be ſpared to ſee the

accompliſhment of the preſent year. Nay ,

there is the higheſt degree of probability that

fome, perhaps many, who are here to -day,may

ſhift the ſcene to eternity, before the expira

tion of the preſent year. Such a conſidera

tion as this, methinks, ſhould put each of us

upon the enquiry : may it not be 1? And,

ſurely, if it ſhould, which is a very poſſible

thing, I have great reaſon to enquire into my

by-paſt life,and examine how I haveemployed

it ; whether Ihave been doing the work of my

day, in its day, as the duty of the day hath res

quired, or whether Ihave been purſuing empty
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dreams, and lying vanities, all the days ofmy

life- onlymaking proviſion for the fleſh,to ful

fil its lufts -- paſſing awaymyfew daysof trial

in a routine of giddy amuſements -- In a word ,

whether I have lived like a creature deſtined

for eternity ; like a pilgrim and a ſtranger here ,

whoſe native country is heaven ; or whether,

on the other hand, I have lived like a citizen

of this world , who have no rationalhopes be

yond it, and, therefore, may be, with good

reaſon , afraid to die ? — Alas ! my dear bre

thren , I fear that many of us, upon ſuch an

examination as this, will find thatwehave

lived twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty years in

this world, to very little purpoſe, and that,

fhould we be called this night to an account

for the ftewardſhip of our time, we could

give but a very uncomfortable reckoning for

the improvement of this precious talent.

Seeing then that ſo much of this valuable

treaſure is, already, ſo wretchedly ſquandered ,

and ſo little of it, in all probability , remains,
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wherein to finiſh our work , how ſhould each

of us ſeize the precious moments, and re

deem miſ-ſpent time with double diligence ?

We would give the whole world for a few

of theſe days of health , when we are laid

upon a death -bed , and begin to look the

king of terrors in the face. What, therefore,

ftupifies us now , when God is favouring us

with theſe days of forbearance,and ſeaſons of

mercy, that we ſhould not wiſely improve

them ? All our paſt time is irrecoverably

gone : the ſpan of our life is ſhortening every

moment : our days, and hours, and minutes

are paſſing away, ſwift as a poſt, or a weaver's

ſhuttle : none of us know how many fands

are yet in our glaſs ; how ſoon the ſlender

thread of life may be cut, and we fixed in an

eternal ſtate. Why then do wenot uſe time,

ſo as not to abuſe it ? Have we not great rea

ſon to bleſs God, that we are not to-day in a

place of torment, lamenting the abuſe of ſea

ſons and opportunities of grace - -and to pray
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that, ſeeing a graciousGod islengtheningout

ſpace for our repentance, he would alſo give

us grace to repent ; to lead new lives, and per

form new obedience ?

These are certainly ſentiments ſuitable to

the commencemant of a new aera of time

ſentiments pleaſing to God, and profitable to

our felves-- infinitely more becoming a rá

tional immortal creature, than all the expreſ

fions of outward joy, and crazy riot, ſo much

in vogue.

· That Imay not detain you with more par

ticulars, it may be concluded ,in general, That

reaſon and religion , if properly conſulted ,will

fail in no inſtance to thew us the proper uſe of

preſent things. They will effectuallymoderate

our eſteem , our defires, our hopes, and our

fears of this world, with all its enjoyments,

and with all its terrors , as things which , on

account of their paſſing nature and ſhort du

ration , are intitled to a very moderate Thare

of our care and concern , a very fixall num .

I
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ber of our projects or deſigns; and make us

willing to prepare for a departure from this

periſhing ſcene of change and folly : they will

convince us, That our higheſt wiſdom conſiſts

in acting that part, which providence has af

figned us here below , well and faithfully, fo

as to gain the approbation of our Judge; ha

ving a ſteady regard to the recompence of

reward in a future world, ſeeing that the fa

shion of this world paſſeth away,and the ſcenes

will be quickly ſhifted to eternity !

· And ought not this weighty and momen

tous confideration engage us to ſeek after a

more ſolid and enduring portion than this

tranſient ſcene of things can afford us ? Hap

pineſs is the grand , the univerſal, purſuit of

mankind. But we plainly ſee that this is not

the place of our happineſs. If this world

could afford it, then, indeed , it would be

our wiſdom and prudence to ſeek it in this

world . But as this world has already de

ceived multitudes in this purſuit, and left all
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who have made the experiment unſatisfied

and diſappointed, we may be aſſured itis not

to be found here . God hath ſet a nobler ob

ject in view ; the glories of an eternal ſtate,

which are as extenſive as our faculties, and

as durable as eternity . Here are honours big

with immortality ; uncloying pleaſures for

ever more ; and durable riches which nei

ther moth nor ruſt can deſtroy . Here are

crowns of glory which ſhall but begin to

ſparkle, when all the tinſeled toys of time

ſhall be funk into everlaſting oblivion . Here

are immortal youth , and beauties which ſhall

but begin to bloom , when our mortal bodies

are devoured by worms, andmouldered into

duft. Here are heavenly manſions and cities,

which have foundations, the delightful a

bodes of the bleſſed ; when the empires and

kingdoms, the cities and dwellings, of this

world ſhallbeconſumed by the flames of the

laſt conflagration , and funk, perhaps, into

the barren womb of nothing. And theſe are
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all purchaſed by the Redeemer's blood , and

freely offered in the goſpel, and unworthy

finners are ſolicited to accept them without

money and without price ; by a humble re

liance on a Saviour's merit, and a dutiful

obedience to his laws and precepts. : : ;

WHEREFORE then do we not ſpeedily

comply with theſe gracious overtures, that

wemay be intitled to thoſe rich and fubftan

tialmercies ? This actual cloſure with the a

ftoniſhingly gracious offers of the goſpel,

would moſt effectually teach us to regulate

our uſe of preſent things; to ſet our moſt

ardent affections on things above, where Christ

our divine Lord and lawgiver, our pattern

and our portion , is ſeated at the right hand

of God ; to look, not at the things that are

ſeen and temporary,but at the things which are

unſeen and eternal ; to walk by faith , and not

by ſenſe. Conſcious of ſuch a firm and im

moveable foundation of our hope, and ex ,

hilirated by the chearing reflection , that thus
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wehave ſpent our lives and employed our

faculties, in proſecuting our true happineſs,

and exerciſing conſciences void of offence towards

God and towards man , with what tranquil

lity and ſerenity ofmind may we quitthismor

tal ſtage, and with what full aſſurance of faith

and hope, expect that bleſſed eulogium from

our merciful Judge : Well done ye good and

faithful ſervants ; enter ye into the joy of your

LORD ?

THE END.
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