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SERMON XIV

The free and aftonithing love of - Gop,
in the falvation of a loft world, thro’
faith in CurisT as the condiiion on
the part of finful man, in three fer-
mons, from

John iii. 16.

- For Gop fo loved the world, that ke gave bis
mzly begotten Sony that whofeever believeth
in him, fbould not- perifb, but baw cwrlqﬂ-'
ing life.

-SERMON 1.,

“IN the firft difcourfe from thefe words I endeavour-
ed to evince, from the text, the unfpeakable love
of Gop to our loft world, in fending his Son to re-
deem it.—This I did,
1ft, From a furvey of our world which Gon
fo loved : that tho’ a world of Gen’s own making,
yet it had rendered itfelf wholly unworthy of his re-
gard or favour; yea, wholly obnoxious to his vea-
Vou, 11, AT
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geance and deftroying power It was a world of re-
bels, of finners, of enemies, .
2dly. Turs was farcher made to appeat, from a
confideration of the nature and value of that_gife
which Gop gave #o, and for, our world: it was his
Sen, bis oaly ‘begoften aud beft boloved - Son; the
.Creator of this world ; the Lord-of angels; the moft
.excellent and glorious perfon in the univerfe; Gop’s
own zgual wnd felow, the brightnehs of his glory,
-and the exprefs image of his perfon ;~—one of infi-
nitely more value than dll' worlds, and all treatures..
~—Such was the gift with which Gop 4lefed, ran-
Jfomed and redeemed our world. ‘
~ 3dly. Tus {ame was famher illuftrated by a con-
fideration of the manner in which Gop gave this
precious gift to our wretched, rebellious world. He
provided and appointed this gift before our world
‘exifted, and upon the forefight of its apoftacy and
suln: he gave it freely, undeferved, unafted, unde-
Jired; yea be gave it to perifbing creatures who
" could neither /e its value, nor their oavn perifhing
siced of it, and ‘who, therefore, as foon as it came in-
10 the world, attended with the higheft evidence that
&t catae from Gob, refufed, refedted, and attempred
o defivey it.e=* Cug1sT came to his own, and his
ownircmived lim not; they rejefted the counfel of
Gop againft themfelves; they refufed the tisly ‘One
#odl the Juft; they would not have the Sen of Gop
£o veigh over them ; but they'took, 208, with witked
$ands, 4id crucify and flay the Lorp of phory,"+ee
e this propieps gifi is fifl offered to firmers, who
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treat it with equs/ contempt and neglec? as the Fows
did; and who can never be perfaaded cordially to
accept it, ’till they fee they muft perith without re-
medy, if they have it not. ** They mufk be fisk made
willing by a day of Gob’s power.”

hly. THE amazing love of Gop to onr loﬁ
world, was farther illuftrated from a confideration of
the ends and purpefes for which Goo gave bis only
begotten Son to it.~It was not to cemsems or do-
Sirop it, as the world had juft reafom to fear ;—no,
it was to redeem it from the Jowed mifery, avd ad-
~vance it to the bighef} glory and bappinefs, by dyisg
for it;—it was ““ that whoever or whatever finwer
of this ebnoxious world believeth on him, might nat

- perith, but have everlalting life.”” Under the
1ld. GEnEraL head, I endeavomred to estplain
‘the condition oa which- the guilty inbabitants of this
-world may be put in full pofleffion of all the blefled
froits and effects of this love of Gop~This our
-text afluses us is fi#), or a beliexing in the only be-
~ gotten Son of Gen. This I defined, in the fhoztell,
cleareft, and meft comprebemfive mmnuer poffible,
“a firm p'etfusﬁbh, on fufficient evidence, that Fefawr
of Nuzareth; s indeed the only begotten Sos and
Mefenger of the living Gop; and fuch a regard to
him, under this chara&er, as the gofpel requires and
prefcribes,”—This, I obferved to yom, is the maft
olear and exprofs idea of faving faith in Cumrst,
which we zan colle® from the bifforical and doc?rinal
books of the New Tefltament.—it was the very faith
which our Saviour accepted and appreved in Pater -

A 2



3 SERMON XIV.

~—it is the faith every where required both: from
Jews and Gentiles, as giving a qualification for
Chriftian baptifm, and a title to the-kingdom of hea-
wen :——and this faith, as I fhewed you, is almoft e-
very where laid down as the exclufive term of a fin~
mer’s juflification and falvation ;—and is really a fuf-
ficient principle of all practical religion and holinefs.
IN my fecond difcourfe from the words, I endea=
voured, at great length, to thew you, under the
11Id. Heabp of difcoutfe, the reafons on which this
- eondition of the falvation of finners under the gofpel
(pamely faith in the Lorp Jesus CHresT) is ground-
ed. I here obferved that many Chriftians have ak
ledged faith in CHrisT, to be a very improper and
inadequate condition of a finner’s falvation :——they
have deemed this doiFrine unfafe, as tending to make
finners feeure, and to deftroy the mecefiity of holinefr;
——and, therefore, fuppofing faith alone to be infufh-
“cient for this purpofe, they have called in repentance
and fincere obedience, as two other auxiliary condi-
tions of a finrer’s falvation ;——or they have rather
choofed to-fay ; “ that faith, repentance, and fincere
obedience are jointly the condition of a finner's fal-
_wation,” ‘This I obferved was paying the fcripture
‘anguage a bad compliment, which almoft every where
reprefents faith alone to be the condition of the fal-
vation of a perithing world :=——as tho’ thefe infpired
writers, who were commiffioned to publith the terms
of falvation, had done it imperfectly, incautioufly, or
émproperly ; and as tho’ there were fome real danger
in adopting the feripture language on this head; or
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of forming our ideas of the capital doGrines of relie
giod, on the fcripture reyvéfemadom of thefe doc-
trines ! Cunist fays again and again, * He that be~
lieveth ; he that believeth oa the Son of Gobs, /s and
fhall be faved ; but he that helieveth not, is damaed ;
is condemsed already.—~4le that believeth on the
.only begotten San of Gob, fhall not perifh, but have
everlafting life.~tf ye believe not, ye fhall die i
your fins,”—=The apoltles fay repeatedly j *‘ He that
hath the Son, and believeth in the Son, hath life; but
he that hath not the Seo, the wrath of Goo abideth
on him.—=Believe on the Lord Jefus Chrift, and thow
fhall be faved.—=By grace ye are faved, thro' faith,
and that not of yourfelves, it is the gift of Gob ; not
of works, leaft any man fhould boaft .~ We ace jufti.
ficd by faith alone, without the deeds of the law.rwe
The juit thall live by faith,~—By faith Mbram, Noab,
Mafes, and all the ancient wouhxes, inlierit the pres
mifes.”

THuis is the tenor and current of fcnpture lano'
gnage ;—and thall we dare to rife up, and fay ;o
*‘ This language is unfafs, and dangperous —~—Faith
alone is mot the coadition of a finner's falvation, but
88 itis joined with repentance and good works. ~~The
contrary docrine leads to ntimomianifm, and wasks
ens our motives and obligations to holinefs.” ~wls fuch
language as this modef?, or refpeciful }=No; it isa
#8ld and rude impeachment, of the purity and pera
Saétion of the holy fcriptures, as a rule of faith, It
s a pert, I had almolt faid, a blafphomens prefumps
tion, tg corre@ and reform the {erigture ftila; apd to°
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amend fome fuppofed very capital ervors, which- our
Saviour and bis apoltles (it would feem) had commite
ted, in laying down the great fundamental do&rines of
Chriftianity and the terms of falvation,

I orsEr¥ED therefore, that Gop maft be true
‘and every man a liar ; and that this mean and con-
somptible opinion of faith in CHris®, mult needs pro~
ceed from fome grofs. mifiaks or mifconception abous
the true nature of it, and its great excellency, as. a
term of falvation, and a principle of all holy. obedi»
ence! We do by no means fay, that that fzith which.
is unaccompanied with repentance, and a difpofition
to univesfal holinefs, is the condition of a finner’s fal-
vation, The fcripture dnows not, approves not any
fuch faith as this. But we fay, that true gofpel faith
in the Laap. Jesus CHRr1sT, is-always the unfailing
principle of repentance and true holinefs ;——that it
always awill and muff neceffarily, produce thefe ;=
and then we fay, that this faith is the fole condition of
3 finner’s acceptance with Gop and fisal falvation. If
mankind did but truly know the nature, worth, and
excellency of faith in CHR 18T j—what it ir, and what
it implies, they would not hefitate a moment to ac»
knowledge its fitnefs, propriety and fuﬁamcy, as a
term and condition of falvation,.

To illuftrate this I fhew’d you.

1t. THAT a true gofpel faith in.the Loxp JEsus
CurigT is “ a giving credit to the teftimony of Gong
which we will be convinced is a difpofition of great
worth and value ina finner, if we confider—(1.) The
Reangenefi od almoft incredibility. of the gofpel res
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port to be believed; or which is the proper objet of
faith.——(2.) The abfent, fpiritual, future and invi-
ible nature of the things to be believed, and the car-
nal, fenfual nature of the finner who is to believe
them ; and (3.) The many objeQions and difficulties
- which faith has to ftruggle with and conquer, from an
gnfidel beart, a tempting devil, and a d‘:lading,': Se-
ducing world.

adly. Farrn in CHmisT, is gratefully and
sbankfully to receive the gift of Gop, which-is alfo a
moft worthy and excellent difpofition in fuch ereatures
as we are; if it be confidered, that blindnefs and in-
&ratitude, efpecially towards Gop, is of the very na-
ture of fin ; and that there muft be a radical change of
mature, before the finner is brought to fee, to prize,
and to value, the excellency and neceflity of the Lor»
Jesus, aod to accept him with true gratitude and
thankfulnefs at the hand of Goo.

" 3dly. I sHEWED yen that true faith in CurisT,
pays the highelt honour to the Soz- of Gop.; accepts
him juft under the notion that the Father declares and
offers him, as a moft glorious and excellent perfon,
sod as a moft gracious and all-fufficient Saviour,
“Fhis is- to.love him whom the Father loveth, and to
honour him whom the Father delighteth to honour;
which is:a moft excellent difpofition of foul, and'muft
be peculiarly pleafing and dcceptable to Gob.

4thly. 1 oBsERVED to you that faith in Jesus
CHRIST, 8 a felf-emptying, finner-abafing, and Gopa-
sxalting grace :— It fets Gop and the finner im theie
pmper places :—it afcribes all power, glory, firengthy
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and falvation to Gap ;—all guilt, Gn, poverty, and'
anworthinefs to the finner, and goes out of f£/f; to
Gopyin Curist, for a-fupply of all its wants j—
for ftrength, pardon, life and falvation; which, as it
¥ a right, fo it muft be an excellent difpofition, and
highly pleafing in the fight of Gonp.——And,

LasTLy, woder this head 1 fhewed you—That
as faith embraces, and fubmits to, the whole revela-
tion of Gop, asd thercfore muft be an onfailing
fpring of holy obedience ; fo it waites the foul to
€HrisT; pleads his righteoufnefs for julltificationy
and derives ftrength from him as the head, for the ac-
eeptable perfarmance of every commanded dugy,
Faith not only cloaths the foul with the {potlefs, me~
diatoriad righteoufnefs of Crr1sT, whereby it is jufs -
tified by an imputed righteoufnefs ; but it draws:
down the principles of a perfonal, inherent righteouf~
pefs from CrrisT, asthe head of divine influences.-
-—It is continually deriving fupplies of grace and
frength from hiny in every time of need ; and it e~
gages the believer to fubmit to, and obferve, the whole
Jaw of Gon. : -

Hexce, I obferved to you, that from the indes:
rent value and excellency of faith in itfelf, it ap~
pears to be every way worthy of being eftablithed by
Gap, as the grand and fole condition of the falva~
tion of fmners under the gofpel. . 1 have taken the:
farger review of thefe two former difcourfes on this
text, that I may give fome kind of conne&ed view.of-
the whole fuhjet in this laft difconrfe on it. 1 now-
proceed to the '
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IVth. GeNesAL head, namely to thew the umi
" werfality of the offer of this love to finners of our loft
world. ’ oo
MY érethren, did 1really believe there was any
dar, any infurmountable obffacle in the way of anp
of my bearers, to prevent them from embracing thefe
glad tidings, and becoming eternally happy, through
faith in the only begotten Son of Gop ;——did I really .
believe that any decree of reprobation had, from the
days of eternity, fated a number of you to hell, with-
out any poflibility of relief from the Saviour of man~
kind,—I proteft, in my prefent way of thinking, I
would not appear among you this day, in the cha-
ra&ter of a preacher of the gofpel. Such a thought
" would damp my fpirits, and clofe my moath in filence :
—Such a thought would caft a heavy and difmal
cloud in my mind, over the glorious gofpel of the blef~ .
fed Gop, and would give me fuch a narrow, contrac-
ted and diijgr&eaHe idea of it, as would make me
doubt of.its_fincerity, and confequently of its truth.!
I would tremble to think that I was making an offer
of the Saviour and his falvation to many of my fel-
low finners, who were under a natural impoffibility of
accepting them ; and whofe condemnation muft yet be
aggravated by their not accepting them. Bat itis my
great comfort and happinefs, that I think Fhave the
fulleft conviction of the contrary heart-reviving trutly,
—namely——*¢ That the Lor» Jesus CHRr1sT, and
_ falvation through him, is freely, and fincerely offesed
to the fZith and acceptance of every individual of my
hearers; yea to every loft fon and daughter of £dam;
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and that nothing lies in our way to this falvation and
bappinefa, if it be not our swn impenitency and une
belief’

ATTRND to the words of my text; * Gon fo
loved the world, &c. that whofgever believeth io him,
may not perith, but have everlafling life.”” Obferve
the agrecable indefimite fo often repeated—‘‘ whofa-
ever’—*‘ whofoever believeth in him, fhould not
perifh, but have everlalling life.”—=The word in the
originalis, wa¢, every one, any onra, whofoever he or
the may be,. of the race of 4dum; of the lolt inha-
‘bitants of this werld ! Let noue of the guilty race,
therefore, who will truly believe on the only begotten
Son of Gap, defpair. Think- not that Gop deals
deceitfully, or with any bidden referve with you in
this offer ;——or that it is made only to forme withia
the limits. of any cortain decree ! The thought would
be mooltronfly fhockiog! The blefled Gop would
not thus tantalize his creatures, if any were fatally ex-
cluded. Such iofincerity wauld be highly npworthy
of him. Theterms are gniverfalin the bighef? fenfa.
_ Curist is fpeaking of the /off aworld in general ;
and declares that awhofocwer of this aorld thall believe
on the Son of Goo, fhall sot pcxi{h, but (ball have e-
termal life.”

Tue fame bleffed hpn have alfo declargd elfe-
where ;—-‘“ Him that cometh to. me, 1 will in so
wife caft out; and awhefoever will, let him take of
the water of life frecly (¢).” What an agreeable af-

(#) John vi, 37. Rev. xxii. 17 )
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furanee is this from him who hath the Gnal Rate of
. men at his difpofal ! v

He blamed the Jrwr for °* pot coming to him
that they might have life.” This proves the thing
was mot impoffible, otherwife his accufation of them
would only have been folenn mockery !

THE number ot aggravations of men’s fins do
got alter the cafe here ¢ the reafon is; the finner is
ot received into favour, either in mhole or in part,
.on the account of any perfonal qualification in him-
felf, but folely on the account of the righteoufnefs of
Jesus Curist. Now this righteoufuefs is perfeily
4qual to allthe demands of the law, and therefore
when this righteoufnefs is made over to the finner, by
way of imputation. through faith, the law has no mores
-demands on him for great fins, than for fmall; for
sany fins, than for fzev ; becaufe all demands are fa-
tisfied by the obedience of CiirisT to the law. . Sine
pers therefore of all chara&ters, who believe in him,
wre put upon an epuality in this refpe@ : they are aif
admitted on one common footing, namely, the rightes
oufnefs of CretsT, and that s as fufficient for ona,
us for another. Accordingly we find that he has cho-
fen fome of the moft abundoned finners, tomake them
examples of the virtue of faith, and the power .of
Zvace ; that none might, thro’ the greatnefs of their
Gins, defpair of obtaining falvation through fuith ia
Carier. In the duys of his fleth he fhewed the
greatefl encouragement to publicans, finners, and
preflitutes, to come to him, and believe in him for
pardon and fulvation, Of this clafs, was that re-
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markable and affetionate convert, Mary Magdalenss
He commanded the firft publication of pardon and
life, after his refurreion, to be made at wicked, hell-
deferving Ferafalem——and there faith and grace
triumphed in the pardon and falvation of thoufands of
his murderers. 'What monfters of fin became the
monuments of his grace (through faith) at Corinth ?
¢ Fornicators, /do/aters, adulterers,murderers, thicves,
covetous, Sodomites, drunkards, revilers, and extor-
tioners !—Such were many of them ; yet they were
wafhed, fandified, and juftified by faith in the name
of Fefus, and by the Spirit of Gop (4).

WhaT fays Paul? * This is a faithful faying ;

a faying that ‘may be depended on, and worthy of all
acceptation from a guilty world. That Jesus CHrisT
came into the world ta fave finners.” And what a
miracle was Pau/himfelf of this falvation by CurisT,
through faith ? “ Of which finners, fays he, 1 am ~
chief : howbeit for this caufe I obtained merey, that,
in me the chief of finners (6r one who have reafon to
deem myfelf enormoufly guilty above moft others)
Jesus Curist might fhew forth all long-fuffering,

- for a pattern to them, which fhould hereafter believe
én him to life everlafling (c).”——And now, after
all this, what fioner needs to defpair of falvation
thro’ faith in CurisT ?=You fec then, uvpon the
whole, my bretbren, that none of you are excluded
from Chrift and life, by the greatnefi of your fins ;
but if you perifh, it muft be from anotber caufe;

(#) 1 Cor. vi. 9. (¢) 3 Tim, i. 15, 36,
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It muft be on account of your awilful unbelicf, in

" mot accepting of JEsus CHriIsT as your Saviour ?

-

Bur fome will perhaps flill object and fay ¢
¢ What avails the richnefs, the freenefs, yea and the
wniverfality of the offer of Curist and falvation,
fince you fay that faith is the gift of Gop, aund that
finners cannot believe in CurisT, nor réeceive him

_ as heis offered in the gofpel, without a fpecial gift

of grace; which, at the fame time, they cannot me-
rit ? It is only tantalizing finners to urge and per-
fuade them to believe in CHrIsT, When you know
they have no power to do fo :=——for to have no offer,
or to have a0 power to embrace it, is, to all intents
and purpofes, the fame thing. Iam a finner : I have

" po power to believe : faith is the gift of Gop : when

Gon is pleafed to give me this gift, for which I muft
wait his own time and pleafure, then I will believe .
in CHriIsT without intreaty; but, till then, all in-
treaties arc as vain as addreffes to the dead /|

To this objedion I anfwer: it is true we have
no natural, énberent power to believe in CurisT.
—Faith is whelly the gift of Gop, and the effet of
his renewing grace : nor can weatall merit or deferve
this grace.

Bur @ill I hold, in perfect confiftence with this,
‘that, to believe in CuRr1sT, and receive him by faith,
is put in the power of every finer under the gofpel,
by the gracious appointment of Gop. If this were
pot true, faithin CurisT could not be made a duty
éncumbent on all Sinners under the gofpel ;—nor
could it be made the matter of a cmmaml or of per-

VoL B
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{uafions or intreaties, as we find it is freqiently i the
gofpél —¢ Believe on the Lorp Jesus CurisT,
ahd thou thale be-faved, ahd all thy houfe, fays Paul
10 the jailor of Philippi (4).” And Jefus'fays to the
aricked Fews, ¢ This is the wotk of Gop, that ye
* believe on him whom he hath fent (¢) :""=—much lefs
could unbellef be charged as the chief caufe of the
condemnation' of finners, if it was' no how' put Wwithin
the réach of their power to believe on the Son of

Gop :=—=for this would be to condemn finmers for

" not doing an- utter impofibility. Both thefe feripture
dorines, theréfore, muft be srue, and reconcileable
with edch- other; otherwife the feriptures would be
contraditfory. It is them certain that faith is the. gife
of Gop : that nb fimner is able of himfelf ro betieve
in CarrsT; and that none will come unto Curest
afvlefs the Pather draw them.——And it is alfo no lefs
dertain, that faith imn Carist is fome how or other
put in the power of évery finner under the gofpel ;—
bth;:rwife all imers would not be commanded, ex-

hiorted, aod perfusded to believe; and chreatened

Wwith an encreafed damnation if they do not. ‘In ot<
& to reconcile this difficalty, Iwould obferve,

1ft, Tuar altho’ finners ean do nothing to de-
Jeroe the grace of Gop and the gift of faith, yet they
can do fomething owards obtainfng it, in the way of
Bop's gracious appoimment, Théy can confider;
Féflelt and meditate : ’they <an fRurt grofs S add
il rompany : they-can read their bibles; aod yttewd

WY AGFR g () Jobnvi.dg,

‘
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gbe ordinances of grace; yea they can pray for the
Spirit, and it feems that in fome fort acceptably tao
w—and altho’ their beft prayers merit damnation, yet
Gonb hath gracioufly egcouraged them to aff and pray
Jor his Holy Spirit; with a pramife, that if they do,
he fhall be given to them. And if he is given to. them,
then they are exabled to believe in the enly begotten
Sonof Gop, If it fhould be faid that this zasyra/ vfe
. of means, and thele imperfeé? prayers of the wicked,
bave no merit in them to-obtain Gap’s grace,~—it is
readily granted that they have not:=—but if Gap
bas been gracioufly pleafed to affix the promifes of
his Spirit and grace, to thefe prayers and endeavours
of the finner,~~then Gop hath bound himflf to

-performance ; and we fhould admire his mercy and

goodnefs in doing fo. Befides; it is in she ufe of thefe

- means that Goo bath promifed to give canverring
and fandifying grace and faith; and fiopexs have all

. the encouragements in the world to exped the blefing

from Gob, in the diligent ufe of thefe means. ** Faith

- gometh by hearing the word of Gon.” Convidtion

" eomes by light in the underftanding, and light in the

wnderftanding, by meditating on divine truth, It is

- reafonable for finners ta expedt the gift of faith from

Gop, while they are adtally contemplating, as well

asithey can, on the love, power, grace, and excel-

Jency of his Son.—Not that thefe endeavours of the

- finner deferve this grace; but becaufe thefe are the

means, in the ufe of which Gop has gracioufly pro-

: saifed to communicate it
zdly. Gob hath given a meafuye of common grace
B 2
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%0 every finner under the gofpel. The Spirit of Gopr
Rrives more or lefs with all finners, - If finners have:
© any good thoughts o difpofitions, they are from this
Jource; for of themfelves they cannot fo much as.
think a good thought (). Now finners may certaine .
ly cither comply with thefe-common motions of the
Spirit, or rejectand oppofe therr. When they do the
latter, they are faid to refiff, and guench and grieve
the Spirit of Gop. And if finners could not comply
with thefe motions of the Spirit; they could not pro--
perly be condemned-or punithed for grieving, refiff-
ing or gquenching them, Now by cherifbing, and com-
Pying with-thefe motions, the Spirit would: have flill:
more and more room and éngrefi into the heart, tdl
at length thofe influences of the Spirit, which-were at.
firlt commen and refiftible, would at length become:
effectual and faving. Nor let us imagine, that this.
compliance with the common operations of the Spi~
rit, implies: any merit-in the fianer. It is no ad'or
exertion of power in him; it is only fubmitting to.
the operations-of the-Spirit; and beingled by his dic--
tates. Fortho’ there is great iniguity and rebellion,
in refifling and oppofing the motions of the Spirit, yet:
there is properly no merit in complying. with them;
fo that falvation is ftill, in-this cafe, wholly-of grace,
and no part of-it -afcribable to merit-or awerés.in the-
finner, Gobp has flill the undivided glory of our fal--
vation; and the finner.is fill 2 debtor to free and:
snmerited. grace.
Hegg, then, is every obftacle removed out of the:
(£) a Cor. iii. 55
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. way of finners, but their own perverfe obflinacy and
Jotbful fecurity. Here is a door wide enough for you
.all to enter into eternal life by faith. And now, fince
all obftra@ions are removed, on Gob's part, that lie
in the way of our falvation, why fhould we not all be
faved together? What is there to hinder our crowd-
Aing into heaven promifcuoully ? Or what excafe thail
we find if we fhut ourfelves amt ?  * Come then, ea-
ter in, my fellow finners, even fuch of you as may
have formerly claimed a horrid precedency in fin, and
been ring-leaders in vice,~—~Come now, take the lead
and (hew otheis the way to JEsus CurisT aad eter-
wal life i—mCome, barlots, publicans, thiewes and
myrderers, if there be fuch among you * ;> evea for
Jou there is falvation. ¥f you will bue beliere in the
paly begotten Son of Gop, believing on him you fhall
mot perith, but have everlalting life. I might now
praceed to the .

Vth, Ano laft head of difcourle, namaly, to hew
the impollbility of our being faved, aad the certainty
of our dellruGion, if we contiane to rejelt this offer,
and megled? this condition. But indeed the whole te-
Ror of the difcourfe tends to prove this, and the
words of our text clearly imply it. The queftion,
oy friends, is of a gailty and peri/hivg world of fiar
pers for and to'whom Gob, oyt of his amazing beaer
¥plence, gave his only begotten Son, that, becomiag
their Redeemer, he might feck and fave them. The
only condition which Gop hath propoled to this loft
wosld of fencrs (upon which they may efcape pe-

f Daviese )

B3
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sifhing undér the guilt of their fins, and obtain pape -
don and- everlafting Jife) is, that- they: fliould éelicve-
in this Saviour=—i. e, that they flould thaakully ac-
cept of and. receive him agreeableto the Father’s of
fer, and fubmit to be guided, ruled, and fuved by
him, én Ais own away! This is-Gop’s-declared me-
stwat OF faving finners; and it-is his ondy method..
Fle hath not publifhed or eftablithed any other; nay,,
he hath declared~that he will neither admi# of; nor
accept-any other. He hatlr not faid that men may be -
Juflified and faved by any works, or-merits, or righ-
fesufnefs’ of their own ; or by their obedience to any.
kws, moral, naturaly judicial or- ceremonialy——or
in virtee of any particular form or profefon of reli-
gion ;—nay, he hath -declared'the exprefs contrary.
"He hath declared that the law is awea and-unable to-

fave us, thro’ the fzfb ;- i-e. thro’ the corruption of ™ -+

our nature. Not that Gop hath any objection to his
creatures. obtaining life thro’ ebedience to the law:
this was the very term upon whicli 4dam was to
. feck for life. But the thing is now wholly impoffibie
tous, We are finful creatures, and therefore no obe-
dience which we can pay te dny law of Gop, can poft
fibly juftify us. Indeed the apoftle tells us, * that if-
there had been a law. given which could have given
life to fuch creatares as- we, verily righteoufnefs
fhowld have been by the law, and Chrift' would have
pever died in vain ; but it feems the thing could hot be 3
it was impofBible in its own nature ; and therefore the
foripture hath concluded all ander fin ;- allin-a guilty,
ferifbing flate, incagable of being,faved by their oba=
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dience to any- law: that the promife of the gofpel by
the faith of Jesus ChrisT, might be given to them
that believe :—‘ Knowing therefore, fays the apofile,
that a man is not juftified by the works of the law,.
but only by the faith of Jssus CirisT, even we have |
believed in Jisus CurisT, that we might be juftified
by faith in GurisT, and not by the works of the laws
for by the works of the law (hall no flefh be jufti-
fied (g).” Faith then, you fee, is the only, exclufive
condition of falvation to loft finners eftablifhed by
Gop ;—and for any finner to-imagine that this con-
dition may be difpepfed with, or.that Gon-will accept
of any other condition of his own making. or contriv=
ing in the room of it,——fuch as penances, mortifica-
dions, religious profeffions, & formal attendance om
. ordinances, zeal for parties, good werks, or what fin-
ners call fincere endeavours and moral righteoufnefs,
is certainly the grearef? folly ;——nay, it is more; it
is treafon.and rebellion, under a pretence of pleafing.
Gop.

Ina word;: if ever finners-expe@ to be faved; it
muft be in Gop’s own appointed effablifbed way ; it
muft be thro’ faith in Cwr1sT; and not inany invens-
ed, contrived way of their own, how plaufible foever
that may be. Gop will have finners faved in bis ows.
avay, otherwife they mnf? peri/h and come fhort of
eternal life, with all their fond-conceits-about thém,
— Hethat believeth and is baptized, /balt be faved;-
but he that believeth not fhall be damzed, whatever
ke may do befides.——Yea, he is condemacd #lready,

(g) Gal. ii.26. il 250 22+
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becaufe be hath not believed on the only begotten Son
of Gop. * Ifye believe not in Chritt, ye muft die in
your fins.” Heaven wi/l not fave you, and ye cannot -
fave yourfelves.
APPLICATION,

PerumiT me now to hold a treaty with my fellow-
finners about your reconciliation with Gop, thro’ his
only begotten Son. I have been opening to you the
method of falvation thro’ Jesvs CarrsT—the only
method in which you can be faved : *‘ For there is
-mone other name given under heaven among mes,
whereby you muft be faved, bug the name of Jesus -
of Naczareth (b);” aod there is none other way of
being faved by him, but in the way of faith producing
obedience ; Wy gratefully accepting him from the Fa-
ther, and confenting to be faved by him in his owan
way and on his own terms. I would therefore now
bring the matter home, and propofe it to all my hear-
ers and to all the finners of mankind to whom thefe
plain’ difcourfes may reach, to confent to be faved in
this method ; or, in other words, *‘ to belicve oa the
only begotzen Son of Gop, that you may not perith,
-but have everlating life thro’ his name.” This is
furely the moft important propofal that ever was made
by indulgent heaven to loft, finfal, miferable man, aad
if ever mankind thould confider vs who are by office
féwards of the myfleries of Gobp to be in earneft and
greatly ankious about the manner in which our mef-

fages are received, it furely ought to be while we are,
i the name and by the authority of the great Gon,
(&) Aasiv, 12,
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anaking them this all-important propofal in which their
all, their eternal interelts are concerned. The thing
we are here in. treaty with you about is not a fmall,
Right, trivial matter, it is your Jifz, the life and hap-
pinefs of your immortal part ! It therefore claims your

- whole undivided attention, being the éme thing mecd—

Suls
“ Which done, the pooreft can no wants endure §
‘¢ And which not done, the richeft muft be poor !

* This is the record which Gop -hath given of his
Son, that Gop hath given unto us eternal life, and that
this life is 77 bis Som; fo that he who bath the Son,
hath life—but he who bath nos the Son, i. e. be~
hieveth not on him, hath not life, but the wrath of
Gop abideth on him (5).” *“ Gob is in Chrif} recon-
ciling a guilty world to himfelf, and hath given untor

* ug his unworthy fervants the miniftry of reconciliation.

So that ax ambaffidors for Chrift, even as tho’ God
himfelf did condefcend to come down from heaven, and

" entering.into us, fpeak thro’ our orgaus, and befeech

us by our tongues, we are to pray you in CHRIST’S
flead that ye be reconciled to Gop, and not any lon-
ger. oppofe or negle& his method of falvation by faith
in and vaion to €xris? (£).” O, my dear friends,
if ever you had ears: to hear, or hearts to receive a
propofal, let it be this; and if it can.enter into your
hearts to believe that Gep and-his minifters are ever
earnellly engaged and deeply folicitous about the fuce

(@) » Johav, 11, x_z; (k) zCﬁ: Vo359 2%y
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- cefs-of any tender they make to yau, believe that it is
bere. Here, my dear brethren, centers the grand de-
fign of our miniltry——even in this fingle peint, that
finful men lay down their rebellious weapons and be

- reconciled unto Gob; thro’ faith in Jefus Chrift. _If

‘we carry not this point with you, we do nothing to-
purpofe :—=if we effetuate this matter, we do all that
you need and that Gop requires. What would it avail
us or you, if we could make you fober or civilized, or
attenders on Gop’s public ordinances and facraments,
if we Rill fefc ydu fhort of CurisT and recosciliation
to Gop thro’ him? To be near the kingdom of hea-
ven, and yet not ta enter in, but to behold the glory
and happinefs of the bleffed at an unapproachable dif-

, tance, thro’ the impaffable gulf, and from the regions

of mifery, will probably prove an aggravating circum-
ftange of otir wretchédnefs.

I nave taked fome pains to convince you that
there is no decree of Gan, no infurmountable ob{ta-
cle in your way to Caaisy and compleat falvation:
through him. I have told you that alsho’ faith is the
&ift of Gob and the fruit of his Spirit; yet this gift
and this Spirit are freely held out to finners in the gof-
pel offer, without smanky, price, or any other.qualifi-
cation than afldng and receiving ;——that. God encen-
rages the worft of you to pray for this Spirit ;——that
he is even now knocking at the doors of your hears,
workiag in you, fecretly moying and inclining you to
apen to him and admit him, and t6 be reconciled ua-
to Gob thro’ his Soa Jesvs Curist ; and thatif

you cherifb-2gd comply with thefe mations, Gop will _
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give you higher and more effectual fupplies of his
grace ;—but that if you continue to refilt and quench
the Spirit, he will in juft judgment withdraw his a-
bufed influences from you, and leave you to your own
vavural blindnefs of mind and bardnefs of beart. :
Gop hath alfo laid all the external evidences of
faith before you, and calls you to confider them. You
have abandant reafors to believe that CarisT is the
Son of Gop and Saviour of the world, from the ancient
- prophecies concerning him, and their fulfilment in him,
from his Father’s teftimony to him=~——his own mira-
oulous works, and above all, his refurre@ion from the
dead—from the forprifing fpread of his religion a-
gainft every {pecies of oppofition, and its firm eftablifth-
ment in the world at this day—and from the glorious
¢hange it has made in the hearts and lives of many
thoufands of your fellow-creatures—many of whom,
who are far above the fufpicion either of fraud or en-
“thufiafm, can fincerely affure you that they have the
undeceiving witnefs within themfelves both of the
sruth and divinity of this religion, What excufe
then can you have for not believing on the only begot<
ten Son of Gon ? -And why will you not come unto
him that you may have, eternal life ? You are drawn
by the force of external evidence: 'you are drawn
by the gofpel call : you aredrawn by the Spirit: you -
ate drawn by your own perithing condition—by the
neéceffity of falvation——and by the glorious nature and
benefits of that fulvation—and will you refift all thefe
#nited attraQions—all thefe combined forces ? Will
yon be rebels againft your CREATOR, your REDEE M~
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£R, your SANCTIFIER, your intereft and your hape .
pinefs? Will you not turn from your wicked ways-
and live, when Gob 'not only declares that he can
bave no pleafure in your deftru@ian, but is even
reaching forth his graciovs hand to fnatch you from
the gates of perdition ? Let me therefore ferioully
“repeat this propéfal to every one of my hearers; and
Jet your own confciences bear witnefs that it has been-
repeated to you, and urged upon you. The matter
will not admit of delay, and the duty is fo plain, fo
reafonable,fo beneficial, that there is no n2ed of time
to deliberate: will you therefore, or will you not
this day believe on the only begotten Son of Goo?
~—Will you, or will you not accept of him as your
Saviour agreeable to the Father’s offer ?~—Will you,
or will you not fubmit to him under his prophetic
and kingly offices, and embrace his facrifice as your
atonement ?—Will you, or will you not put your-
felf wholly under his autherity and guidanee, to be,
ruled and faved by him in his own way ¢
L& T, ot the badnefs of your'ature, or the moun-
tainous load of your guilt deter any of you from con-
fenting to Gop’s gracious covenant. You are invited
to come to CurisT juft as you are, with all your
fios (fave unbelief) about you, as the fick to a phyfi-
cian, or as the /loff to a Redeemer. Whoever of you
fhall, this day, as guilty, unworthy, felf-condemned
and felf-loathing finners, believe on the only begot-
ten Son of Gop as your Saviour, and fall in with this
Jelf-bumbling and God-exalting method of falvation ;
fuch fhall in no wife perith, but have everlafting life
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wef{uch fhall go away from this houfe in a ftate of re-
" conciliation with Gop, and begun falvation. To this
. 1 therefore exhort and urge you by the authority of
Gop, whofe great commandment it is to finners to be~
lieve on him whom he hath fent into the world.—=
T'o this I earneftly exhort and urge you by the Lorn
Jesus Currst who died for finners, and came to
feek and fave the chief—by your own perifhing necef-
fity—Dby the immenfe bleffings propofed in the gofpel
~—and by the heavy doom pronounced againft all un-
believers !

Bur is there no reafon to fear that many of my
dear hearers, as ufual, will refufe to comply with
this propofal, fome from the love’of fin, with which
they feem to have made a covenant, and of death and
hell, with whom they feem to have made an agree-

- ment, and others thro’ mere indolence, and from a
want of confidering the matters propofed? Are you
all this day perfuaded to believe on and embrace the

" only begotten Son of Gop ?—If fo, I am authorized

10 pronounce you dlefled in the name of the Lorp :

¢ For bleffed are all they that put their truft in him ;
there is no condemnation to-them that arein CurisT

Jesus, who walk not after the flefh, but after the

fpirit,”—But if not, I muft, in the fame awful name,
pronounce your doom, Be it therefore known un-
to you, O my fellow-finners, from the living Gopo,
that if you thus continue in unbelief, you wilfully
exclude yourfelves from eternal life, and all the mercy
of heaven can avail you nothing, Whatever plau-
fible pretences, flattering hopes, or fplendid appear-
Vou. H. c ’
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ances of virtue you may have; whaxevet may be
your profeﬂiops or expectations, yet they muft be alk
deceitful and delufory, feeing the exprefs fentence of
the gofpd lies in full force againft your fouls—"*¢ 1§
ye believe not in me, ye fhall die in your fins, He.
that believeth not thall be damned. He that believeth
ot is condemned already, becaufe he hath not believ-
ed on the oply begotten Son of Goo. Thisis the
york of God (by way of eminence) that ye believe on

him whom be hath fent into the world.”” This, you -

fee, is not a dodrine obfcurely or mfreqqen;ly re-
xealed, but clearly exprefled and frequegtly repeat-
&g, that the dullelt of apprehenfion, the moft inatten-.
Qve finger may not be able to miftake or overlook
it lel not therefore this doom {o often pronoun-,

ced by the lips of the Redeemer bimfelf awaken my,

unbelieving hearers ! Will you rifk the certainty (i
* § may ufe a folecifm) of perifbing——of thus perifhing,
ot only under the curfe of a broken law, but undex
qbc inexprefiively heaviercutfe of a Saviour’s. profaned
blogd, ,rejected grace and defpifed gofpel! O thag
Gop, by his Spirit, woald open the eges of all unbe-
fievipg fippers to feg the miferies that are {peedily
copipg uppn them; that they might be thus effedu.
ally alarmed and awakened from. their fecurity, and
sngaged.in carpsf.tg flee for refuge to. the mercy of
~ Gop, and.to beligyg in his only begosten Sap, that fo
they mighe not perilh, but haye srcdlalling life. Ae
g
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The goodnefs and pleafantnefs of Uni-
ty among Chriftian brethren, from

Psar. exxxiil. 1, &c.

Behold! how good and how pleafant it is, for
brethren to dwell together in unity., It is
like the previous ointment,.that ran down. up«
on the beard, &e.

"TH&T beattifol unity dnd fimplicity of defign
which is difcoverable in all the works and ways
of Gob, i a ftriking charadter of wifdom. The fewer
and more fimple the caufes are, and the more nume-
rous, beneficial and important the effe?s which flow
from them, the more fotcibly wé are ftruck with the
wifdom of the contrivance. The fimplicity of Sir
Jfaac Newton's fyftém, is a ftrong prefamption of its
truth. Thdt wonderful man has rationally account-
«ed for the motioh and regulation of the whole ma-
chinery of the material world, by two or three fim-
ple laws of nature, ndmely, motion (or projeile force)
attraction and gravitation. He may be faid to have
- proved demonitratively, that all material bodies, whe-
Ca2 :
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_ther greater or leffer, are formed by the fimple law
of attraltion, from the to us invifible, and next to
infinitely minute atoms or corpufcles of matter ;—=
and that it is to this law the various combinations of
roatter, their forms, fhapes, denfity, colours, taftes,
and every ather fenfible property, which belongs to-
a folid extendgd fubftance is owing.—From the law
of projectile force he has deduced the amazingly ra-
pid movements of planets and comets ;——and by the
law of gravitation, if 1 may fo fpeak, he has ba-
Jacced the material fyltem of the univerfe, and ac-
counted for that amazing regularity and fymmetry
of the motions and revolutions of the heavenly bodies,
whereby eclipfes, tranfits and other phaenomena are
calculated with the greateft precifion, hundreds of years
before they happen.

Ir we defcend from thefe general laws of nature,
1o thofe that may be deemed more local and partica-
lar, we fhall ftill be ftruck with the fame grand -
mity and fimplicity of defign and operation in the
DErTy!

Fuar remmarkable analogy between the propaga-
tion of plants and animals, which has been difco-
vered by a late cultivated and improved philofophy,
has opened a new world of wonders tothe curious and
inquifitive mind ;—as has alfo the do@rine of light and.
colours difcovered by the immortal Newton. And I
make no-manner of doubt at all, but that the more
true philofophy is cultivated and improved, the more
evidently will the unity and fimplicity of Gop’s de-
figos and operations appear, both in his government
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‘of the #aturdl and moral worlds ;—<and that rhany’
of thofe numerous laws of nature, which we now ima-
gine to be original and independent on any other;
nizy be yet traced vp as brasiches, or remote effeéts of
thofe primary laws alieady mentioned :—by aHt
Which, the children of men will ftill'have a clearer
demonftration of the propriety of that fablime ferip-
taral eulogiam of Gop ;—=** That hé is WoNDER-
FUL IN COUNSEL, EXCELLENT IN WORKING j
WISE IN HEART, and MIGHTY IN DEED (a).”

Ir my hearers fhould afk, vbitbér all thefe philo-
fophical réfletions tend 2= anfwer ;—merely to
introduce another grand and friking analogy betweea
the pbyfical and moral worlds. '

WaaT the law of attration if in the material
or phyfical world, the fani¢ is the Jzw of Jove in the

. sioral or fpiritudl world. Invifible and impalpable
atoms are formed into félid bodies, and acquire ex~
tenfion, colour; fhape, proportion and beauty by the
kiw of attra&tion:—fodls or fpirits aré formed into
focial, domeftic and political anitics, by the law of
Jove. :

Love, in fhort, is the Jaw of attraZion, in the
soral world ;——it is the cement of fouls,~——the fource
of all virtuéus unity,~—the bond Which koits and
unites together—and that fecret charm which givés

fAremgth and filidsty, forni, proportion, and beauty to
¢évery fociety of rational beings.

I mionr add ftill farther, That /ove is much the
fashe to the moral world, whiich the fwn is to the nas

(%) 162, xxviil, 204
c3
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“tural.  As the fun, by its warming and vivifying in-
fluences gives fertility to the earth, and draws forth
all the principles of vegetation into exercife; asit is
the grand fource of awimal, vegetable and mineral
productions, in the world of nature :—fo /ove is the
very Jife and foul of all cur moral adtions.—It
avarzis and_frucifies the foal, and is that capital prin-
ciple which elicits and cherifhes all the moral virtues
towards Gop. and man, and makes them grow and

* flourifh in the foul.

Love, therefore, is a primary law and principle
of patural religion, It is congenial to the rational
nature, and never could have been loft but by apofta-
<y and rebellion, and by an entire effacing of that
“moral image of the Creator, which he at firft im-
prefled on the fpirits of all his rational off-fpring.

AND bere, my friends, let me juft obferve, in its
proper place, that it is a ftrong prefumption of the
truth and divinity of revealed religion, that it appears
evidently to be its leadioghdefign to remens: this glo
rious part of the loft image of Gop on the fouls of.
his human creatures, and to reftore Jove, peace, uni>
¥ty and harmony among men ;——to reconcile men to
Gobp aud to each other, and to reduce their exorbi-
tant jarrmi paffions te the government of reafon, and
the rule of Gon’s law.

THERS is nothing which more ftrongly lnarh
and chara&erizes the genius of Chriftianity, and which
it mare powerfully inculcates, than Jove and unity;
and yet, perhaps, there is nothing which, at this day, -
is lefs pradlifed among Chriltians :=—which thews



SERMON XV. g
how far we come fhort of the sruth and fpirit of that
religion which we profefs, and how little right we
bave to be called the difciples of Jefus, the Lord of
Jove and prince of peace.

RevEALED religion prefents us with four grand
wnities. ‘The firfl is what divines term the bypofta-
tic union of the three perfons or fubfifiences of the a=
dorable- Trinity, in one effence or Gop: and pro-
bably the anity and barmony of thefe perfons among
themfelves, may conftitute the ineffable glory and fe-
licity of the Supreme Being, the fountain of love and
harmony.

THE fecond is that inexpreffible union fubfi ﬂmg
between thedivine Logos, or the fecond pelrfon, of the
“Trioity, 'and the man Fefus, which conﬂ:ttutes that
glorious aad myferious perfon, the Gop-man Me-
diator. But as thefe two unities are wholly pecu-
liar and fupernatural, they are only the objeéts of
faith and aderation, and afford no pattern or refcm-
blance of any unities among men.

THE #bird is the myftical union between Chnﬁ
and his church; the 7exus of which on the part of
Chrift, is the inflaences of his regenerating and fanc-
tifying Spirit; and on the part of the believer, faith
and Jove. Nor is this union merely relative or pom
litical, f{uch as that between difciples and their mal-
ter, or fubjects and their king ; but res/ and phyf
¢al, fuch as that which fubfifts between the vine and
#ts branches; the hcad of a matural body and its
members, or the foundation in a building and its fa-
perftru@ture, Thus, by this myftical union, Chrif}

'
'
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is reprefented as living, dwelling and abiding in bé
lievers, as his fpiritudl temples, and the members of
his myftical body; and they are faid, to grow up
in him*ia all things, whe is the head. This is one
of the misit glorrous myfleries of the Chriftian reli-
gion, sithout z right knowledge of which we fhall
mever underfiund the neceffity of fpiritual regenera-
gion, orknow wherein true Chriftranity confifts. Now,
shis myflical umnion between Chrift and his church,
hays the foondation, and paves the way for

Tue fowrth geand unity keld forth to us in the
gofpel,——namely——"‘ The communion of faints, or
the great Ghriftian Brotherbood.”” Now

THe great, comnon and univerfal tie of humani«
ty ;—~Gop’s having made of one blood all natidas -
who dwell o the face of the whole earth ;—the.
famenef§ of nature, wants, weaknefs, paffions and af-
fections among men ;——their commonorigin from: the
fanie ftock ;=—their dwelling togethver as fellow-citi-
~ zens of the fame world ; and their common'tendency
to thie fame death and eternity, altho’ merdly matural
bondy, yer they fhould be ftrong enbugh to unite man-
kind together into one grear fraternity, and infpire
shem with fentiments of mutuat love, charity, juftice,
mercy and reciprocal good offices' towards each other.
And thisis that neble leffon of fublime morality tanght
By our Saviour, in'the parable of the ftranger which
fell amongft thieves (a). -

BuT the bond' which forms the communtion of 1he
Jiints, (hould be incomparably ftronger, than the tie

(¢) Lake 3. 30 &eo '
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of humanity; beciufe in the unity of the Chriftian
brotherhood, the fupernatural influence of grace, is
fuperadded to the natural tie of humanity.

CHR18TIANS are not only linked together by the

" common ties of humanity, as other men; bnt if they
are indeed true Chriftians, they have received a mew
Jpirit, and a new and divine nature from Chrift their
living and life-giving head. He lives in them, and ani-
mates them by ome common Jpirit, which affimilates
them to him and to each other, and unites them in the
facred and indiffoluble bonds of a divine and heavenly
Jove; fo that it is agreeable to the renewed nature of
all true Chriflians, fo far a3 they know each other, to
love the brotherbood; to love one another, without dif-
Simulations ; with a pure heart, fervently; not i
aword and in tongue, but in deed and in truth; and,
as they love him who begat, to love them that are
begotten alfo (8).

AnD therefore, whatever -names the member} of
this commuinion of the faints may bear, or may have
borne ;~—in whatever age, or under whatever difpen--
fation they may have lived ;——under whatever deno-
mination, or form of church government they may
have claffed themfelves; whether Patriarchs, Fews
or Chriftians ; the churches of Greece, Rome or A-
Jricay Catholics or Proteflants; Lutherans or Cale
vinifls, yet they are, and muft have been, of one heart
and of oze mind in all things necefary and effential.
They have all imbibed the fame fpirit of faith, of love,
and of a found mind from Chrift, their common head. -

(6) 1 John v. 2.

~
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‘They have all onv faith, one hope, one baptifm. They
. all run in the fame ffeady and inveriable courfe of
virtue and goodnefs; and are all thé happy heirs of
the fame glorious hiope and inheritance :. for being all
yuickentd and antmated by the fame Spirit, and all
miembérs of the fahre npyffical body; they mult needs
"be all at unity ; all of the faire beart and of the fame
. mind, in 4/l things tialy néceffary and eféntial : and,
therefore, all thofe things in which they differ, muft
needs'be dsrerly w:gfmlml to trae, real and faving
‘religion.

THis; my brethiren, is the oNE, GLOrIOUS,
CHRISTIAN BROTHERHOOD !——The one truly co-
‘tholic, apoftolic, untiverfal, inviffble church of Chrift,
‘both in heaven and on earth, which he hath rédeers~
-&d by bis blvod, and fant?ifizd by bis Spirit out of every
ope; ndtioh; kindred and religion upon earth :—=not,
indeed, under any one viftble head upon earth; but -
enfer o2, glotions, invifible liead in heaven y—=even
Jéfus Chrift, whom Gup hath made bead over all
‘things for the good of his church univerfat (¢). ,

Some imagine that David penhed this pfalm to
pfomore domeftic peace and ity among FKis fons, who
much needed fuch a leflon; but it is rirath miore pro-
bable that the Plalmift’s defign was far more calbokic
and extenflve. The tribes of Jfruel had long purfoed
feparate and difcordant interefts under their judges,
which had been very petaicibus to the ftate: but be-
-fig united now undér ove héad, and formed into dAe
Aingdsin, he feems, in chis pfalm, to pdiat out to them

(¢) Epheli. 225
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the unfpgakable advantage of usity acd wwanimily in
all theic cougfels and meafures.

AnDp, indeed, let us confider fociety in what view
we will, whether as domeffic, political, o religious,
we will flill find that unjty and unawimity is its ca-
pital flrength, beauty and orngmens,

“ BEyoLp, fays the Pfalmift, how good and how
pleafant it is, for brethren to dwell together in unity!”
—=ltis good in itfelf'; being agreeable to the will of
Gop, and to the original law and conflitution of our
nature.s—It is good for us; being advancive of our
highelt honeur, intereft and happivefs.—It is good
Jfor others 4 as it promotes the general good of fociety, '
and fets before mabkind an example which it will be
their hopour and happinefs to imjtate.—It is alfo
Pleafant 3 pleafing to thofe who pradife it, and ami-
able in the. eyes of all who behold it, Behold how
good and how, pleafant itis! Astentively confider the
wpfpeakable benefits and advantages derived from thig
unity. and upanimity te every, kind of fociety!

TH1s goednefs and pleafaningfs of upity. among
" brethren, is. here beautifully illyftrated

it By theprecious ojl with which the bxgh-pm&
was anointed, at his copfecration, and

adly. By. the dew which feli on mount Hermon
apd mount Séon. . '

- TH15 precions oil was a high and rich perfume :
it. was. exceedipg fragrapt, diffufing its odour to all
around; efpecially when it was poured upon the head
of the. high-prieft fo plentifolly, that it rap down, hig
face, even. to the coller ar binding of his garment: 3
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‘Kvely emblem of the fragrancy and agreeablenefs
of brotherly love and unity to every fpectator and be-
holder, who cannot but be delighted and charmed
with fuch a fpe@acle! This oil was alfo exceeding
- precious and rare; prepared of the moft coftly in-
gredients, and by a divine recipe. The like of it
was not to be prepared for common ufe. 1Inall thefe
refpedts, therefore, it was a fit emblem of that boly
unity and fraternal Jove which arifes from a divine
principle ; is fo rare and valuable in itfelf ; fo pleaf-
ing to Gop, and fo amiable and ornamental in men,
- AND as this unity is ormamental and decorous, fo
1t is alfo highly profitable : ** Itis as the déw of Her-
smon, and as the dew which defcendeth upon the moun-
tains of Sion.” Hermon was a commion, and Sion
was a facred hill 5 by which the Pfalmift would pro-
bably infinuate, that unity and unanimity are of e-
qual utility both to civi/ and religious focieties,
Brotherly love is like the dew : it brings bleflings
with it numerous as the drops of dew from the
womb of the morning. It cools the fcorching heat
of men’s paffions, as the evening dew cools the
air and refrefhes the earth. It meliorates, entenders
and fertilizes the hearts of men; prepares them for
receiving and cherithing every good principle and im-
preffion, and renders them abundantly fruitful in e~
very thing virtuous and praife-worthy. The preci-
_ous fruits of both Hermon and Sion, both of civil
and religious focieties, muft foon fade and wither a-
way, without the refrefhing and fru@ifying dew of
®rotherly love and unity.  Itis very remarkable te
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~ this purpofe, that when the apoftle exhorts Chriftians
¢ o receive With meeknefs, as new-bora babes, the fin~
cere milk of the word, that they might grow there~
by ;” he eargeftly exhorts them, as a neceffary pre-
requifite to this, to * lay afide all malice, and guile,
and Aypocrifies, and envies, and evil: fpeakings ;""—
well knowing that the word of Gop could never take
root in the fame foil with thefe poifonous weeds §
thefe unfriendly, unfocial paffions (o).

AnD then to crown this charming defcription of bro-
therly love and unity, the Pfalmift adds, That rhere,
namely, where brotherly love and unity prevail—
“¢ there the Lo rp commandeth the blefing ,even lifz for
ever more,” Theblefling of Gop sttends and rewards
this temper.  The very Gop of peace, love and har-
mony will dwell among thofe brethren who live to-
gether in unity, and commaad the blefling upon them.
He will give them peace and happinefs in their unity
bere, and finally Jife for ever more in that. world of
light, love and harmony, where friendly kindred fpirits’
will be infeparably united, without one difcordant
fentiment or paflion, thro’ eternal ages.

SucH is the amiable nature, and fuch are the blef-
fed effedls of unity among brethren,
T uE word brother in the Hebrewtongue, is derived
_from a root which fignifies one, or unity, or famenefs;
andis ufed with a great latitude in the Old Teftament .
fcriptures, where it fignifies not only a érother, pro-
perly fo called ; but alfo a relation or kinfman of
any kind either by affinity or confanguinity, a mlgb' )
‘ (¢) a Petil. 2. .
Vo, 1L D
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Bour, or one of the fame nation, profefion, religion,
or manners, or who is united to anether by the ties
of friendfbip (f). The Greek word adergw, al-
though it properly fignifies thofe who tumbled together
Jn the fame womb, yet it is ufed in the New Tefta-
ament with nearly the fame latitade, and comprehends
almoft .every focial and relative connedtion among
imen; and it is in a very fpecial manner ufed to .ex-
prefs that intimate Jove, affection avd unity which
fhould fubfift .among Chriftians (g).

Tais unity among brethren does not neeeflarily
fuppofe that they fhould be precifely of the fame o-
pinion and way of thinking in all things, There is
jadeed doubtlefs fuch a thing as trath in opinion,
svhich truth is but.oze : and it ought certainly to be
the endeavour of Chriftian brethren, as much as pof-
fible, to be of the fame mind, and to aim at unity of

fpirit in the bond of truth in all things. Chriftians
are doubtlefs tending to that fate of perfeion in -
Jight and kuowdedge, where this perfodt uttity of o-
pinion will take place; where they will behold aH
thinge in their true natures, and in a light which will
preclude the poffibility of error and deception—and
ghey fhould be aiming at amenefs of faith, and- unity
of opinion, while travelling together in the way to
this world of perfeft light: but fuch is the multipli-
city of objecls about which hustan opistion is concern.
£d; fuch is the diverfity of humaa capacities for dift

(f) Gen.¥iv. 14, Lev. xxv. 46. xix. 17. Prov. xvifi,
#9. Gen. xiii. 8, &c. &c.  (g) Mat. xxiii. 8. Joha x%i,
23 Afsyil. a6 xi. 39. Rom. xil. 10, &c -
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€erning truth ; the different mediums through whick
men view objects ; the different degrees of advantagg
with which they behold them, and the different paf-
fions, prejudices, and prepoffeffions of men, arifing
from diverfities of conflitution, education or focial
connexions i life=-all of which more or lefs influ-
ence and diverfify buman opinions and judgments,
that it is nearly as abfurd to exped that &/ men
thould be at per/ec? unity of femtiment and opiniony
In the whole extent of human knowledge, asthat alk
men thould have the fame features, complexion, and:
temperature of body.—Hence the abfurdity of com-
gelling whole kingdoms and empires to r4ink and be=
dicve and fpeak the fame things, in every article of g

.. Jong creed !~—=Hence the abfurdity of fining, impri~

foning and burning men for what is called ferefy or
beterodoxy of opinion; as though thefe coercive me~
thods cauld force mankind-into a right faith or opi-
nion, or caufe them to think and believe again(t their
higheft evidence ;—or, as though there could be any
aerit in ap extorted profeffior, againft a man’s inward
. and real fentiments !

SucH an unity-as this has never yet obtained in
the Chriftiar world. It is evidently but a mere name
in that church which has pretended to the reality of
it—and indeed it is not eafy to conceive hew it ever
#hould obtain in the prefent dark, cloudy and imper--
fe@ ftate.

Yz T there muft fubfilt fuch an unity even of fen.
timent and opinion among Chriftian brethren, as may -
lay the foundation for mutual love, eficem, eomms

R D3
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nion, and every Chriftian duty and good office thence
arifing. Without this there could be no communion
¢f the faints, All Chriftians muft, in a very important
fenfe of the words, be agreed in ‘‘ One Lord, one
faith, one baptifm, and one hope of their calling, en-
deavouring to keep the unity of the fpirit in the bond
of peace.” This is called by the apoftle, *“ T%e unity
of the fuith and of the knowledge of the Son-of Gon.”
And in order that they may keep up this neceflary
wnity, while they differ and difagree in lefs effential
matters, the apoftle fhews how neceflary it is ¢ that
they fhould walk with all lowlinefs, meeknefs and
tong-fufféring, forbearing ome another in love (4).”—=
But then this unity is only neceflary, and can only hap-
pen, in efential and fundamental do&rines, the num-
ber of which is not, perhaps, very great, nor €an it be
eafily afcertained.

BuT the grand unity among brethren, is that of
‘the beart and affeétions. They fhould dwell together
fn unity; dwell even as ome, as the words may-be
tranflated, having one beart, one foul, and one inte-
ref?. Nor is there any good reafon at all why Chrif=
tian brethren, who bold the head, and are agreed in
the great effentials of religion, fhould not dwell toge-
“ther in the meft perfect harmony of affections, and
love one another with a pure heart fervently, notwith-
ftanding many lefler differences in opinien. I do not
mean that this unity of affection among Chriftian bre-
thren fhould in all cafes, carry them fo far as to con-
Slant, external church-communion ; becaufe there

(&) Ephef. iv. 2,—~13.
. -
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may be many things in the modes, ceremonies, ufages;
and even do&rines of one Chriftian church, which, be-
ing either wrong in themfelves, or at leafl contrary to-
the prejudices of Cbriftians otherwife educated and
principlgd, may fo offend their confciences, and mar’
their devotiogs, as to prevent their edification—and
thereby ren:e‘it highly inexpedient for them:to maine
tain conftant external church-communton with fuch
focieties of Chriftians. Nay, I am not evén certain
that occafional church communion with fuch focieties,
can anfwer any very good end in the Chriftian world;
vnlefs thafe who hold it, are clear in the matter, that
there is nething eflentially weong in the church with
which they thus communicate: for altho’ occaffonal
communion has a fpecious appearance of gemerofity and
¢andour, and is a high proof of our charity for that
church with which we hold it; yet where there is the
. lealt remaining daoubt of its Jawfulnefs or expediency,
it is certainly much too caftly a facrifice for a weak
and doubting confcience. Befides; 1 am not clear thag
# is confiftent with Chriftian fincerity, and with that
batred wrhich we ought to bear to every falfe way, to
couatenance even the fmalleft errors in circumftan-
tials by occafional communion with churches, in which:
. we think there are mapy deviations from the purity

" and fimplicity of Chriftian worthip. Every man, how-
ever, has undoubtedly a right to think for himfelf, and!
befatisfied in his own mind about thefe matters: and
happy is he who, in all things he does, has the full.
and explicit approbation of his owa confcience.

“Fus upity I am pleading for here, as secefarp
D3
k4
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and efential among all Chriltians who hold the heady
is fuch a harmony of affetion as-may unite them alf
in the common caufe againft the common enemy ; as
confifts in an unfeigned lowe of each other as members

_ - of the fame myftical body, which prompts ghem not
only to pray for, and wifh well (o ea’: other, but
alfo to a ready mutual mtercourfe ofall good and
Chriftian offices. -

TH1s"love and benevolence may and will, I con-
fefs, have its degrees of fervour and liberalty, accords
ing to the greater or fmaller degrees of unity of fen-
timent, ties of pature, fimilarity of temper, perfonal ~
attachment, ecclefiafticaldor political connexions, &c.
Wwhich may fuﬁﬁﬁ among Chriftians; but towards a//
it will be_fincere, pure, unfeigned, ready to difiribute;
and willing to communicase. Etery Chriftian brother;
which it believes to be: fuch, will it embrace, and to
none will it refufé that love, that compafion, that
mercy, that fuccour, which they. ftand in need-of, and '
@hich it can afford. All this is implied in thofe frong;
expreffive, and comprebenfive gofpel precepts ; *‘ Love
as brethren : love the brotherhood : love one anbtheg
with a pure heart, fervently: be kind, affe@ionate;
tender-hearted, forbearing one another, and forgiving
one another: let brotherly love prevail, and be with-
out difimulation : love net only in acord and in tondke,
but in deed and in sruth: if ye fay to a brother or
filter, who is naked or deflitute of daily foad, depart
in peace, be ye warmed and be ye filled ; notwith~
flanding: ye’give them pot thofe things which are
ngedful for the body; what doth it profit.? Do good

.
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unto all; efpecially to thofe of the houtheld of faith,”™
"Fhis, my brethren, is the law of Chriftian love and
anity, and he who aés not up to-the fpirit of it, is fo
far defe@ive in the Chriftian character. His religion
s a mange, but not the thing or reality. Being defti-
tute of charity, and that uniting {pirit which refults
from it, it profiteth nothing,

Love is the parent of unity ; it draws and ce»
ments men together: and uzity, on the otMer hand,
ftrengthens and perfe@s Jove. Indecd thefe two prin®
ciples at reciprocally on eaclrother. There muft be

*a certain conformity of fentiments and difpofitions in
erder to create love; and love, when it is once en-
kindled, encreafes this conformity, and fo {trengthens
and confirms the union of the parties, Chriftians,
who are fuch indeed ahd in truth, being all quickened
and animated: with the fame fpirit of love and of a

" found mind, bave the principle of this unity within

themfelves; and tho’ it may be at fome times impeded
in its operations by the remains of felfith paffions ande
unmortified corruptions, yet it ever tends to /ove, peace
d concord ; and the foul of a true Chriftian never
feels a futisfying reft but in this happy temper and
Rate. 1f it feels itfelf difunited in heart and affections
from its: Chriftian brethren, or themyfrom it, it is un+
happy 'till the obftru&ing caufe is removed, and peace,
dove and unity ve-eftablifped. Itis in a flate of pain
aod anxiety, like a diflocated joint, or a member
nearly fevered from the body, uatil this happy event

18 accomplithed,

Tug Chriftian fpirit, as it unites all the m:mbeu

-
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1o the head, {o it alfo unites thenr to each other by the
bond of love. Indeed it is the one Jpirit which per-
wades and animates the-whole myflical body of which
Chrift is the head, and therefore cannot vary or differ
- from itfelf, As it exifts in many individualg, it may
nat be always able to aflign proper reafons of its at-
tractions to the other membgrs, and to the whole bo-
dy; but it fzels and asknowledges the influence of
this attr#€lion, and cannot be reafoned out of thefe co-
gent and pewerful feelings. Chriltianity, indeed, con<
filts more in the fentiments of the heart, than in the
reafon and philofophy of the head: not that it is not
fupported by the higheft reafons; but becaufe it is
chiefly practifed by the virtue of kindly but powerfuf
feelings of the heart, whlch are the product of a zew
&nd divine pature. N
So much for the general do&rine of my text: #
would now beg leave to improve it to fome dotrimal
and pradtical ufes,—And
@ it. Tue unity here fo much extolled by the
Plalmifl, is a religious, or at lealt a virtuous unity.
There are combinations in fraud and villany, in op= -4
preffion and robbery, which are {o far from being vir- -
#ues, that they are the blackelt and moft opprobrious
vices. Wicked ggen are often drawn and banded to-
gether, by a fimilarity of vicious temper and difpofi-
* son, and united in the mo§ iniquitous defigns. But
she unity of Cbriftian brethren, is a virfuous unity s
itis a harmony io moral and Chriflian fentiments and
affections, which has fou its principle a mew and divine

®atire, andvigr its aim and deflign both the fempora)
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and eternal gosd of the brethren fo united. The vital
fpirit of this union, being fromr above-and divine, ** is
firlt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eafy to be in-
treated, full of mercy and good fruits, without par-
tiality, and without hypocrify;” and all its fruits
and effe@ts correfpond with the principle from whence
they {pring. ‘* Love witheth no ill to his neighbour ;
fuffeveth long-and is kind ; doth not behave itfelf un-
feemly ; fecketh not her own; is not ‘eafily provok-
ed; thinketh no evil ; beareth all things; believeth
‘all things ; hppeth all things ; endureth all things (/).”

IP unity among brethren is pretended or fupported
on any other principles than thefe : ifit feekethitsown
exclufive good, to the hurt of its neighbour its own ex-
clufive profit, to the injury of its neighbour ; or its owa
exclufive pleafure at the expence of its neighbour’s ho-
nour, }eputation, virtue or happinefs—it is a cheat
atl counterfeit: the pretender is a Aypocrite, who
fhould be excluded from the'Chriftian brotherhood,
and branded with infamy as a deceiver and impoftor,
Brotherly love is pure, undefigning, candid and difin-
sar¢fied ; and whatever propofalsare made of love or u-

" nity onany other principle than thefe, ought to be rejec-
ted with contempt and indignation by every Chriftian,

2dly. THar love which is the principle of this

unity, is the fruit of the regenerating Spirit, and cannot

be fuppofed to exift in anybut in true Chriflians, whe

are born of this Spirit, and rem'wed in the [pirit af

their minds " .
oo THB fruit of the Spirit, fays St. Paul, is loue.’:
(t) z Cor, xiil. Jam. iiis
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* *“ Beloved, fays St. Jobn, let us love one anether,
for love is of Gop: and every one that loveth, is
born of Gop, and knoweth Gopn. He-that loveth
Bot, knoweth not Gop ; for Gob is love (£).” The
love of Gob, therefore, muft be fhed abroad ia our
hearts by the Holy Spirit given unto us, before we
can experience that love which will unite our hearts
to the Chriftian brotherhood. ** The Lorp, fays Sz,
Paul, make you to increafe and abound in love one
towards another, and towards all men (/).” Indeed
the Lorp anly can work this love in our hearts, by
giving us the fpirit of love and of a found mind.
¢ Secing, fays 8t. Peter, ye have purified your fouls
in obeying the truth, thro’ the Spirit, to the unfeigned
Jove of the brethren; fee that ye lowe one another
with a pore heart fervently: being born again not
of corruptible {eed, but incorruptible, by the word of
Gob which liveth and abideth for ever (w).”

LeT us therefore afk that love which is the pria-
siple of Chriftian ueity, from Gop the giver of every
good and perfed gift, and frequently and fervently
pray that he who is love itfelf, and the fource of itga
the moral world, would make us to increafe and 3-
bound in love, one towards another, and towards all
men,

3dly. TrE feriptures every where abound with
seprefentations of the neeeflity of love and unity a-
mong brethren, and precepts for the inculcation of it,
The intimate union and communiorf@ong Chrifti-

_ (b Gal.v.22. Johniv. 7, 8. (D = Thefl iii. 12«
{(m) 1 Pet.i. 23,33,
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ans, is reprefented by the c/ofe/f unities in nature and
art—by the communion of the branches in one vine
~—of ftones in the fame edifice—and of the joints
and members in the {ame natural body. *“One is
your mafter, even Chrift, and all ye are brethren.”
“¢ All the members, being many, are one body: for

" by one fpirit we are all baptized into one body (»).”
1 am the vine, ye are the branches. We are mem-
bers of his body, of his fiefh and of his bones: there-
fore grow up in him in all things, who is the head,
-even CHR1ST, from which all the body, by joints and
bands having nouriment miniftred, and koit together,
§ncreafeth with the increafe of Gob (0).” * Cantwo
walk together, -except they be agreed? Every king-
dom divided againft itfelf, is brought to defolation.
Brethren be at peace among yourfelves: 'live in
peace, and the Gop of love and peace fhall be with
you. If poffible, live peaceably with all men, and
follow after the things which make for peace; en-
deavouring to keep the unity of the fpirit in the bond
of peace. He that will love life, and fee good days,
et him feek peace and enfue it, Behold how good and
how pleafant it is to fee brethren dwell together in u-
nity () —So that you fee love, peace, and unity
among brethren is the very gemius and fpirit of the
gofpel, and a duty which it inculcates with diftinguifh-
ed uniformity and vehemence,

() Mat. x@. 8. 1 Cor. xii. 12, 13. Gal. iii. 28.

(@) Eph.v. Eph.iv. 15, 16. Col. ii. 19.

(#) Amos iil. 3. Mat. xii. 25. Rom. xii. 18. xiv. 19,
2 Cor, x#il. sx. 1 Thefl. v. 13. Heb. xii. 144
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4thly. THE advantages arifing from love and uni-
ty among Cbrifltian brethren, fhould ftrongly recom-
mend it to our practice. And, .

(1ft.) It 1s the frength of every {ociety civil,
religious, or domeflic. Divide et impera, is a well
known maxim. How eafy is it to-fubdue and defeat 2
divided people ?. Where the feeds of difcord and ani-
mofity are fown among a people, firlt a confufion, and
then 4 diffolution muft enfue. It is impoffible that a
houfe, a fociety, a kingdom, a church divided agaioft
itfelf {hould ftand. Equal forces deftroy each other,
Suppofe a fociety of fixty perfons equally divided up-
on any point, their ftrength is not equal to that of oze
individual. Indeed it-is nothing. Suppofe forty of a
majority, and tawsnfy of a minority, the force and in-
fluence of the whole, is only equal to that of taweaty,
Befides, there is no knowing the iflue of difcord and
diffention in fociety. Rents and breaches are eafily
augmented, and from inconfiderable beginnings, may
foon become formidable. * The beginning of con-
tention is as whean one letteth out water.” A fociety
of any kind which has the principles of diffention
within itfelf, is like a houfe caught by a fpark of fire,
which may quickly fpread and involve the whole edi-
fice in flames. No purpofe can be carried where dif-
{ention reigns: all is weaknefs, irrefolution and con-
Sufion. Whereas unanimity and joint endeavsur car-
1y every thing before them. Where a fociety of men
are united and firm, draw equally in%he fame yoke,
and fet their fhoulders to any enterprife, the greateft
talks are performed with eafe, difficulties vapifh, and
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woppofition itfelf totters and falls proftrate before fuch
united force. The bunch of rods given by the father
to his children, on his death-bed, is no badsl]uftration
of the advantages of unity in this refpe@. Union adds
the ftrength of the whole to every individual : where~
as feparation and diffention fets every individual a-
gainlt another, and thereby defltroys the ftrength of
the whole, How evidently therefore is it for the in-
#eref? and advantage of brethren, that they dwell to-
- gether in unity ?

(2dly.) Unity is not only the ﬁrengtb of eye-
1y fociety, but alfo its greateft ornament and glory.
A virtuous unity befpeaks mutual love among the
members, which is the higheft proof of their moral
worth, It proves that they are animated with the
fame fpirit of peace, and love, and of a found mind ;
and that living together, and loving as brethren, they
are children of the fame common father, and heirs of
one common hope and inheritance. It proves that al-
tho’, as men, they cannot but have diverfity of opi-
nions and fentiments in fmaller matters, yet they have”
virtue aod prudence enough to bear and forbear in
thefe fmaller matters, while they are agreed and unit-
ed in matters of effential importance, where both their
duty and intereft demand this harmony and agree-
ment. What efficacy and force would our prayers
have, were our fouls united with fervency and ardour
before the throne of grace? How eafily would pub-
lic~fpirited and charitable defigns be carried into exe-
c¢ution, were men of one heart, of one mind, and of
one endeavour in the profecution of them? Aad

Vou. II, E
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what a glory and luftre would fuch an unity and una.
nimity refle& both upon civil and religious focieties
of men?

Harmony is, in itfelf, the higheft form of beau-
ty. The harmony of the divine perfe@ions, confti-

« tutes the glory and deauty of the divine charadter.,
"The idea of Gonb, is the idea of fupreme beauty, be- .
caufe it is the idea of_ all poffible excellencies and -
perfe&tions in perfe& harmony. Beaxty in moral cha-
radter in men, confifts in harmony of" virtuous affec-
tion, and uniformity or confiftency of virtuous action,
‘We are immediately ftruck with the deformity, im-
“perfection and vicioufnefs of that human chara@er,
which is patched up of jarring and difcordant prin-
ciples and manners—which is perpetually at variance
with itfelf; perpetually diftradted and divided be-
tween frush and error, between virtue and vice. In.
like manner, the fupreme beauty of human focieties
relults from a virtuous unity and unanimity of fenti-
ment and conduc?. This is the bright emblem of that
heaven to which Chriftians are tending, and for the
glorious fociety of which they can never be qualified,
unlefs they are here below endued with thofe virtu-
ous fentiments, and with that {pirit of love and of a.
found mind, which .conflitutes the unity, the barmo-
ny, the glory and the Aappine/s of that bleffed foclety
of heavenly friends and lovers.

O TtHAT my dear hearers were more and more
transformed into this divine image ;——that they were
imbibing more and more of that fpirit of sruth, and
peace, and Jove, and of 4 found mind, which is the
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bond of this celeftial, unity, the fpirit of this celeftial
glory, and an indifpenfable qualification for this ‘ce-
leftial happinefs.

Mavy this be, in particular, the endeavour, the
boaft and glory of our little fociety, that we keep the
unity of the fpirit in the bond of peace——that we be
at peace among outfelves, and follow peace with all
men—that we love as brethren, and are kindly af-
feGtionate one to another,—=That, by adiligent fearch
after truth, we ftudy to be of one Aeart, and of ome
mind in matters of efential importance ; while we
learn with all gentlenefs and meeknefs to bear and
forbear with each other in things of fmaller impore-
ance and doubtful difputation. In fo doing, we will
enjoy the prelibations of heaven in the prefent life;
fet the moft glorious and ufeful example before our

_ fellow-men; and the very Gop of peace and love
will be with us ia time and thro’ eternity.

(3.) THus facrament of the Lord’s fupper whicly
is approaching, is not only the appointed fign, but
alfo the grand cement of love and unity among the
Chriftian brotherhood. The eucharift is a feaft of
love: it fhews the reconcilednefs of Gop to the
creatures whom he thus entertains at his table, and
that the perfons thus communicating with each other,
are at perfe&t love and unity among themfelves, True
communicants have real communion with each other
in the fame bead, the fame fpirit, the fame graces,

. the fame privileges, and the fame inbkeritance : for
as many grains of wheat, being grinded and knead to-
gether, make one bread, and many grapes being pref-

E 2
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fed together make one wine or drink; fo Chriftians.
partaking together of that oze¢ bread, and that ome
cup, do teftify their union and communion with each
other in the myftical body of Chrift, being united to-
him their glorious head by the fpirit of faith, and to
each other by the fpirit of love. 'Well therefore may
the facrament of the fupper be deemed the moft di-
finguithing ordinance of Chriftianity, feeing it is fo
excellently calculated to reprefent, flrengthen and
confirm the moft diftinguithing fpirit and genius of the
Chriftian religion, which is brotherly love and unity.

LeT it, therefore, my brethren, be our chief ftu-
dy to cherith and promote this temper in ourfelves,
and in all men; and let it be an additional motive to-
our more frequent and devout attendance on this di-
vine ordinance, that it is fo fignally fubfervient to the
" promotion of this divine principle in our fouls.
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The God-lik‘e,nature and divine reward
of a merciful difpofition, from

MATTH. v. 7.

Blefed are the merciful: for they fball obtain

mercy.

SERMON L

HE beft commentators on thefe beatitudes have’

~ obferved that in each of them there is a pecu-
liar congraity or correfpondence between the |gracet
enjoined and the rewards promifed. This is plain i
the prefent inftance. The grace or virtue here en-
joined by CrrisT on his difciples, is a merciful dif~
pofition towards their fellow-creatures; and the re-
ward promifed, as the retribution of this virtue, is
mercy from Gop to themfelves. As tho’ our Saviour
had faid ; “* Ye expet te be happy in the Meffab’s
kingdom by conquering your enemies, and [preading
defolation and flaughter thro’ the world by your vic-
torious arms, but this is a grand miftake ;—for I de-
clare unto you, that rather happy and blefled are the
merciful ;=——thofe tender-hearted and compaffionate:

E3
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fouls, who eafily forgive injuries, and who feeling the-
forrows and-diftrefs of others as their own, make hafte
.with the tendereft fympathy to relieve them :—for
they and they alone fhall obtain that mercy from
Gob, which the very beft and happielt men need, and
_ wpon which they entirely and conftantly depend.”
Beuorn! here, my frieads, a fhort, eafy and
delightful way to true bappinef;——even to be merci-
ful, as our Father which is in heaven is merciful.—
Indeed it is but the repetition of a fentiment which
obtained under the Old Teftament difpenfation——
“ With the mercifid, fays David, thou wilt fhew thy
{elf merciful; and with the froward, thou wilt thew
thy felf froward (_f).”—Reafon itfelf juftifies this
fentiment. It is not at all to be doubted but that
Gop muft efteem and reward fo bright a chara@er of*
 his own image in his reafonable and accountable crea--
tures ; that @ Goop who delights in mercy, and in:
whom compaflions flow, fhould delight in and reward:
merciful men, and abhor and punith the unmerciful,
the bard-bearted and- the crael; as of a temper and:
difpofition diametrically oppofite to his own !
In the farther profecution of this fubje¢t it fhall be-
my bufinefs, thro’ the divine affiltance,
ift, To defcribe the charaler and point out the
duties of thofe whom our Saviour hers terms merci-
ful, and
adly, To fhew Jow or in what refpets he pro-
nounces them bleffed; with the reafon here given

(f) Pfal. xviii. a3, 26. .
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(which indeed conftitutes the chief part of their blef-
fednefs) ‘¢ for they fhall obtain mercy.” This is.a
vaft and comprehenfive fubje@—and will require two-
difcourfes, to open. and explain it with any degree of
precifion.  The

" 1ft. HeAD fhall therefore be the fubject of the pre-
fent difcourfe—namely to defcribe the charaffer
aond point out the duties of thofe whom our Savioue
bere denominates merciful,——And while we take a
furvey of. this amiable and divine virtue, may Gon
the great father and perfe@ model of mercy, tran{-
form us by his Spirit into the fame image, and make
us mercifu] as he is merciful through Jesus Curist,
Amen! i,
Mercy, my brethren, is a difpofition of mind to- -
“pity and help the miferable.  Mercy, whether exer-
cifed by Gop or man, has mifery for its objest. If
mifery had not made its entrance among creatures,
there would have been no room for the exercife off
the divine mercy, as it could have had no proper ob-
je@s. So that among all the evils which fin hathy
brought into the creation of Gob, it hath brought
this good, that it hath given room and occafion for
the difplay of one of the moft amiable and noble ofe
the divine perfeQions.—Had no creature ever finned,.
and all the creation continued perfectly happy, Gop’s.
power, wifdom, goodnefi and perhaps juflice might
have been known ; but bhis irz:rcy, as to the actualk
exercife of it, would ftill have been a fecret.

AND as mifery among Gop’s creatures has given

occalion to the exercife of his mercy towards them,
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—{o mifery among mankind has given occafion to
the exercife of mercy from one man to another,

MERrcy therefore, as it is a virtue in us, may be
defined, ““ A difpofition of mind, whereby we are in=
clined tenderly to fympathize with our fellow-crea-
tures “hr their various evils, dangers and diftreffes,
and to help and relieve them as far as it is in our
power.”
 MsRrcy is the child or off-fpring of love or cha-
rity to our neighbour.~—Love indeed is a more gene-
ral and comprehenfive virtue, Man, our equal, in
whatever condition he is, bappy or unbappy, rich or
poor, friend or enemy, is the proper objet of our
Chrittian Jove or charity :—but man, only as unbap-
P, difirefed, aflli&ed, perfecuted, indigent or our
enemy, is the proper obje& of our mercy. Mercy
purely regards man as miferable.

THis amiable God-like virtue has its feat in the
heart; in a heart moved, touched and wounded as
were, with all the pains, and wants, and groans, and:
misfortunes of its fellow creatures.

Hap mankind continued in their primitive ftate
of innocence and happinefs, this virtue would ne--
ver have had any obje@ to excite it in this lower’
world. But fince Gon by a wife and juft decree has:
been pleafed to fmite this earth with a curle, and-
punith its guilty inhabitants with countlefs plagues
and miferies, we find on all fides numberlefs obje@s
of our mercy. This world is become, as it were, a
valt hofpital, where ail is full of the ficé, the mi-
- Jerable, the indigent and the diftrefled!——Al pants
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of the univerfe are like the five porches of Bethefda,
where nothing almoft is to be feen but unbappy crea=
tures, labouring under diverfe difeafes and infirmities’
both of body and of mind ; infomuch that amerci-
JSul man can hardly ftir abroad or look around him,
without being moved with compaflion and pained at
the heart to fee fo many pitiable obj=&s, to whom he
ean render {o little relief !—Now it hath not pleafed
Gop, in the common coutfe of his providence, to fend
his angels to relieve thefe obje&ts of mercy, as he
.once did to Hagar, Elias and the pool of Bethefda :
~—no——the mierciful are the good angels’of Gob to-
their diftrefled fellow creatures.—By the hands of
thefe he hath appointed the poor to be fed——the na-
ked to be cloathed——the fick and afflicted to be vili-
ted and comforted—the opprefled to be relieved and
the injured to be redreffed. The merciful are thofe
refrething fhowers, which Gop hath appointed to-
water the- dry. and thirfty earth, nor will they do it
in vain,—Gonb will not forget their work and labour
of love, which they do for his name’s fake to his poor
needy creatures.—They that thus water thall be wa~
tered again.—* Blefled are the merciful &c.” ‘
IN explaining this grace—it will be proper to
obferve that there are fome counterfeits, which are
too often and too eafily miftaken for it.—Nature has
formed fome men toa merciful and compaflionate dif-
pofition :——they are mercifhl as. it were by nature
and by conflitution—Their natural temperament is
{fo formed ; their blood, fpiﬁts, nerves and organs
aze {o difpofed, that the fight of mifery pains them
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and fills them with pity from their very infancy. This
may be called a bappy natural difpofition; butit is
po more a Chriftian virtue than the falling of a ftone
downwards, or the rifing of a fmoke upwards, can be
fo termed, Thefe perfons are fo conflituted, and they
cannot help it or be otherwife, They -are merciful
by inltin& and not from apy reafons or motives for
being fuch. When they do a merciful a&ion, they
do it as it were from a kind of blind impulfe and ne-
ceffity ; and if you were to alk them their reafon for
doing fuch an a&ion—they can fcarce give you any,
but that it was not in their mature to do otherwife. -

- All that can be faid of thefe perfons is, that nature
has formed them to humanity, and that they are bet-
ter off (and all concerned with them) than if they had
been naturally of a crael, favage and morofe tem-
per.

OTHERS again, of not the moft happy natural
tempers, have, by ftudy, reafon, philofophy and a
good education attained to a kind of artificial polite-
nefs, bumanity and fweetnefs of difpofition.—~—Indeed
where this cultivation meets with a foul naturally
tender, generous and . compaflionate, it forms what
the world calls an accomplifhed and excellent charac-
ter.—Bat at bottom both of thefe are only counter-
feit kinds of mercy ; fhining and fpecious indeed, but
wanting the foul and fpirit of true religion—and
not being rooted in genuine Chriffian charity.

WaaT St. Paul fays of the law, “* that it bring-
eth nothing to perfection,” may be faid with equal
Jultice of a good uatural temper and a happy educa-

.
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tion deftitute of a true principle of grace. Nature
may give us happy difpofitions ; reafon may culti-
vate them ; but grace alone can transform them into
Chriftian virtues. Nature may give us bumanity y—
reafon and philofophy may give us honour and bene-
ficence;——but the grace'of Gop and the laws of the
gofpel alone can make us truly merciful! We can
never have a true fympathy and fellow-feeling in the .
miferies of our fellow creatures until the hard and
flony heart is taken away, and the {pirit of grace and
love which was in CHrisT JEsus has transformed
the foul into the fame divine image ;——nor fhall we
ever be difpofed to fuccour and relieve them,as we
ought, until we can do it for Gop’s fake and for
Chriffs fake, and from a pure principle of Chriftian
charity to themfelves, as the creatures of Gop, the
‘redeemed of Chrift and our fellow creatures and bre-
thren, Befides; the truly merciful in Chrift Jefus,
-as they are fuch by grace, and by principle, fo they
are fuch conflantly, habitually, perfeveringly and to
the utmoft of their power, Itis not a fingle a& or a
few alls of any virtue, that can prove a perfon virtu-
ous and make him pafs for fuch. True grace isa
rooted and confirmed habit of the foul, which produ-
ces a ferigs of fimiliar a&s whenever proper objedts
and occafions offer.  He, that is merciful only as it
were accidentally or in a few fingular inftances, and
babitually lives in the contrary difpcfition, peeds
no other proof to convince him that he is wholly
deftitute of the evangelical grace of mercy.

Megcy is alfo to be diftinguithed into the foul
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and the body, or the inward fentiment, and the ont-
ward expreffion.  Mercy mult begin at the bears and-
end in the /ifz, - Merciful altions have their rife and
~ principle in a tender fympathifing fpirit, apt to have
a quick and feeling fenfe of other people’s calamities
and dangers, and to be nearly touched by them ;~—
and from that inward charitable frame, mercy proceeds
to do them all proper good offices. Indeed- without
this ioward merciful temper of foul, . a&ions which
have the greatelt appearance of compaffion (even if a
‘man fhould beftow all his goods to feed the poor (4),
will pafs for nothing with Gob. Whereas, on the
contrary, if a man has in truth this grace of 2 merci-
ful difpofition, and fhould be at the fame time fo weak
and poor, as to Be-able to afford no other fuccour to-
his miferable neighbour, than that of his pity and his
prayers, yet will Gob aczept of this feeble offering as
the truth of mercy.:-for, fays the apoftle, if there
be firlt a awilling mind, it is accepted according to
that a man hath, and not according to that he hath
not (i.) ’

Suck is the purity and perfeQtion of the gofpel
fcheme of ‘morality, that all its virtues muft begin in
the heart, and be perfected by correlpondent acions
where thef: are puflible.

f nave faid they muft begin in the beart; and
therefore we are called to put on bowels of mercies;
i. e. to be poffefled of merciful difpofitions of heart (£).
~——This figure is applied to the bleflcd Gop himfelf,

() 1 Cor. xiii. 3. (i) 2 Cor. viil, 12, (¥) Col. iii. 12,
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whofe bowels are fzid to yearn, and to be moved over
the mifery of his creatures; in whom compaflions are
faid to flow, and whofe moft glorious characer it is,

“ that be is the Lord Gop merciful and gracious (/).

-—RBut,

2dly. True mercy does not remain dormant in
the heart as a dead, fruitlefs, inaftive principle.—
Tt delights to exert itfelf in merciful a&ions according
to capacity and opportunity.—It is a fertile feed
which rejoices in bringing forth the fruits of ‘charity
and beneficence, and in abounding yet more and. more
in them to the glory of Goo, and the relief of its fel-
low creatures (m).—It cannot reft fatisfied in a few
Sfghs, and wifbes, and prayers ot even tears for the
miferable, but fludies what it can do towards their
aftual relief.  ** The liberal man, fays the prophet,
devifeth liberal things (#) : he makes it his ftudy
how he may be ufeful in his generation to his fellow
creatures, and what he can do for the proper objeéts
of mercy; knowing that this is true.and undefiled re-
ligion before Gop, even the Father, to vifit the fa-
therlefs and the widow in their affli®ions, as well as
to keep himfelf unfpotted from the world (s).—He

> cannot be contented with that co/d, barren, fruitlefs

mercy, which confifts wholly in good words and with-
es, and which is fo jultly reproached by the apoftle ;
* If a brother or a fifter be naked and deftitute of
daily food, and one of you fay unto him, Depart
ia peace, be-thou warmed and filled : notwith{tanding

(/) Exod. xxxiv. 6. (m) Phil. i. 9.

(#) ‘Ifaiah xxxii, 8, (o) Jamesi. a7e

Ve, I, F



62 8 ERMON XV&

you give them not thofe things which are needfal te
the body ; what doth it profit {p)2”

THe truly merciful heart, anxioufly enquires what
it can do for its ncedy or diftrefled brother by iw
counfel, by its intereft, by its labour or folicitatton,
#nd finds an inexprefible pleafure xf it can by any
means alleviate his mifery.

THERR are three diftin& obje@s of our mercy
which it may be yfeful farther to eonfider and illuftrace
~—1. The fouls of our fellow creatures and their {pi-
ritual miferies and dangers——2. Their bedily aflicti~
ons and fufferiogs—-and 3. The injuries they may
have done us, by which they lie at our mercy ¢

1t. A TruLy meraful and compaffionate temper
will engage us to pity and attempt to remove the fpfti- -
tual miferies and dangers of our fellow creatures,
whereby they are expofed to eternal mifery. That
man has the trueft and jofleft compafhion for his neigh-
bour, who cannot witheut a tender forrow: fee him
provoking the great Gop to jealoufy, throwing away
bis immortal {foul,and treafuring up anto himfelf wrath
againt the day of wrath, &c.”

ir we do indeed believe the truth of religion and
have its interefts at heart, we muft be much more
moved with fuch a melancholy fight, than by all dee
worldly wasts, and pains, and groans, aed miferies of
mankind put together :~=becaufe we mult kaow that
ghe danger of their fouls is infinitely greater.—Ths
mcrcifal heart of David was deeply uffelted with this:

(p) Jomes i. 16,
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be beheld the tranfgreffors, and was grieved, becaufe °
they kept not Gob’s law; yea, rivers of tears ran
down his eyes on this account (¢).—This alfo moft
ftrongly moved the bowels of compaffion in the breaft
of the merciful Jefus :—<¢ He leoked round upon fin-
pers and was grieved at the hardnefs of their hearts.
~w—He had compaflion on the multitude and tsught
them, becaufe they were as fheep having no fhepherd:
~—and he fhed tears of pity over impenitent Ferufi-
lem, fayings ¢ O Jerufalem, Jerufalem, thou that
killcft the prophets, and ftoneft them: which are fent
unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy chil-
dren together, even as a hen gathereth her chiclens
under her wings, and ye would not! behold, )our
houle is left unto you defolate.”

Now, if we have indeed this kisd of mercy in
truth towards our fellow creatares, we will fhew it by
all proper endeavours to fave them from fin and rvin.,
»—\We will labour according to the utmolt of our ca«
pacity and influence to inftruct the ignorant, to re-
prove the vicious, to comfort the forrowful doubting
foul, to rechaim the profane, and to pluck them if pof-
fible with the hands of mercy out of the flames of
hell (r). Thus will we have mercy on the fouls of
our children, our fervants, our neighbours.—And
where our own abilities and influence canoot reach,
wethall rejoice if by any means, we can engage others,
who are more capable, in fo good a defign. If we had
a true compaflion for the fouls of men, we would

(9) Pfalms cxnx 150. - (r) Judges xxiik
F 2
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ehearfully fupport with our countenance, our influ-
ence, our purfes and our prayers, every meafure which
could be taken for the reformation of manners and
the propagation of the gofpel, that true religion might
prevail among mankind, and that the gofpel might
have free courfe and be glorified in the falvation of
fouls,

O THAT there were more fuch merciful men to
-the fouls of their fellow creatures {~——more who were
duly perfuaded, “ that he who converteth a finner
from the error of his way, fhall fave a foul from
death (s).

-2dly. A Prury merciful difpofition, as it regards
the fpiritual miferies and dangers of our fellow crea-
tures, fo alfo their bodily afflitions and fufferings,
their pains and difeafes of body, their forrows and
affli¢tions of mind, their wants in the neceflaries of
life and their oppreffions and unjuft fufferings by
others, Here the heart is firlk moved with a tender
fympathy and fellow-feeling, and this inward merciful
difpofition exprefles itfelf in a&ts of charity and com-
paffion to the fuffcring obje®. - Thofe bearts of brafs,
who are proof againft the calamities of others, as long
as they themfelves are in ealy circumftances, are not
poffefled even of common bumanity, much lefs do they
. ad as Chriftians,—Even a heathen could fay * Homo
fum et nihil humanum a me alienum puto;” being a
man, 1 feel for the whole human nature,

CHRISTIANITY teaches.us * to weep with thofe
that weep—to bear one another’s burdens—to look

-~ (s) James v.20.
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4t only at our own fAings, but every man alfo on tha
things of others—and that if one member of the .
€hriftian body fuffer, all the other members fhould

faffer with it.’”’ Our religion teacheth us *“ to put o

Bowels of mercy, to be tender hearted, forbearing one

another, and forgiving one another :——=xhat to Lin¥

that is afRi@ed pity thould be fhown by his friends—
that we fhould deal our bread, and draw out our foul

to the hungry, and fatisfy the afficted foul——that

éven if our enemy fhould hunger, we fhould feed him,

and if he thirft; we thould give him drisk-—that whofo:
‘ath this world’s goods and feeth his brother have

need, and fhutteth up his bowels of compafhon fronx
him, the love of Gop dwelleth not in that man,””

‘Fhe great Author of our rekigion aboundid in fuch:

adts of mercy.~=His - whole life was a conftant feries

of them.——He bore our afiliGtions on Ais hears, as well
@ on the crefs.~He had compafhen on whole multi-
todes and fed them; and cured ahe'r difcafes and iner
firmities —=He wept over the grave of his fiiend La-

3arus, and raifed hivs and many others.~—It was h's

conftant employment to go: about duing good to the

fouls and bodies of nies, add alk his miracles, were

but fo many a@s of mercy..

- In his parable of the good Samaritad, e roft
beautifully recommends and intulcates this grace vp-
on all his followersse‘‘ A poor vohappy Jew, in the-
road from Ferufalémto Fericho, happened to fal in
the way of robbers, who evilly entreated and ‘wored- -
ed him. A prizft and a Levife, tho’ both Feaws, and
men-of {icred chara&er, who fhould bave teen exam-

F3
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plary for humanity and mercy, paffed by him ragard-
lefs of his mifery, and turned away their eyes from
beholding a brother in diftrefs: Shortly after a Sa-
smuaritan, a ftranger and an enemy to'the Fews, faw,
pitied and relieved him. Which of thefe three, fays:
the Redeemer, was neighbour to him that fell among
the thieves? The Jew with whom he converfed, faid,.
“ He that fhewed mercy on him.” Then faid Jefus
ento him, * Go, and de-thou likewife.”

WE have alfo a noble example of this kind of
_mercy in Fob, which well deferves our attention and.
smitation, ‘“1£1 did defpife the caufe of my man-
fervant er my maid-fervant, when- they contended: .
with me ;. what then fhall /do, when-Gop rifethup 2
And when-he vifiteth, what fhall / anfwer him: if
1 have withheld the poor from their defire,. or caufed.
the eyes of the widow to fail : or have eaten my mor-
fel myfelf alone, and the fatherlcfs hath not eaten
thereof. If I have feen any perith for want of cloath-
iog, or any poor without covering :—if his loins have-
not bleffed me,. and if he were not warmed with the
fleece of my fheep ;——then let mine arm fall. from my:
fhoulder blade, and. mine arm be broken from the:
bone (1).” !

* 'We have alfe-an- amiable and engaging defcription
of the merciful man. in the fourts, fifth, fixth, fe-
wenth and ninth verfes. of the hundred and twelfth.
pfalm. ¢ Unto the upright there arifeth light in the:
darknefs : he is gracious, and full of compaffion, and
sightequs, A good man fheweth favour, and lendeth ;

(2) Job zxzi. 13—22+
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ke will guide bis affairs with difcretion, Surely he
thall not be moved for ever: the righteous fhall be
in everlafting remembrance. He fhall not be afraid
of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, trufting in the
Lord. He hath difperfed, he hath given to the poor;
his rightecufnefs endureth for ever; his horn fhail be
exalted with honour.”

In a word; a true priaciple of evangelical mercy
will difpofe us to concern and intereft ourfelves in the
various miferies and diftreffes of our fellow creatures;.
~—to fympathize with, and tenderly compaflionate
them ;—to: do what we can to relieve them, and if
we cannot do this a’Zually and effectually ourfelves;
it will engage us to comfort them, to pray for them
to the Father of mercies and to folicit others on their
behalf. ©nce more,

3dly. WHEN others have injured us, ard we
have it in our power to be revenged——here is a noble
. epportunity for the exercife of a merciful difpofition.
1 [peak here of private and perfonal injuries—for it
is certain, that as it is the office of magiftrates to.be
a-terror to-evil doers, fo it would be a criminal lenity.
in them to difpenfe with the laws of their country, by
fhewing an undiltinguithing mercy to all offenders,——
This would be a capital injury to fociety, rendering:
the laws of no force, and encouraging lawlefs men 1o
offend with hopes of impunity.

Howsver a truly merciful difpofition will en-
gage magiftrates to. be tender of the lives, liberties.
and properties of their fubjedts; to- abftain from all.
wanecefary feverities, and even to.pity. the man, while
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the duty of their office obliges them to punifhy the
malefator. Mercy in this cafe wilt temper juftice
and. feverity, amd render them public bleffings..

* Mercy and truth, fays Solomsn, preferve the kmg ¥
and his throne is upholden by mercy (#).

Nor does mercy oblige us to put up with all pri-
vate and perfonal injuries. Our ufefulnefs depends
. wpon our reputation, and eur livelihood upon our pro-

perty.~~When therefore we are attacked in thefe;
and cannot vindicate ourfelves without the profecutiorr
and punifiment of the offender, it is paft doubt that
we may aad ought te do ourfelves jultice in his way.
In fuch circumftances, merey to-others would be in<
Jaftice to ourfelves—yea, and injuftice to the publie’
alfo; which, asa focial body, fuffers more or lefs by
the injuries done to any of its members. Examples:
of jult feverity, in this cafe, vindicate our own rights
«—tend to deter offenders from the like vices——and!
confequently provea rea/goodto the whole community!
BuT mercy, ia cafes of private and perfonal inju—
ries, will check the fallies of inordinate anger, wilF
peevent us from all refolutions of private and lawlefs'
revenge, will engage us coolly and difpaffionately to-
weigh the probable motives and temptations to fuch
ipjuries, and to put the moft favourable conftru&tion
pollible on them.—~Mercy, like charity, fuffereth long:
and is kind——cnvieth not—decketh not her own——is
pot eafily provoked, thinketh no evil——beareth all’
things, believeth all things, hopeth: all things, endu

_zeth all things (v).

(%) - Prov. x3. 28, (v) 2 Cor. ziil. 4;=~77
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Mercy is glad to find that an injury is not fo
great in itfelf, nor done from fuch bad principles as
at firlt appeared to be.—It wifhes well to its ene-
my, and would rejoice in his amendment. It tries
every gentle method to make him feofible of his of-
fence. If it is oblfged to force him to a reparation of
the injury, it had rather forego fome part of its natu-
ral rights, than diftrefs or ruin him ;——and finally, it
is ready to forgive him on the fmalleft credible marks
of repentance and a change of fentiments, &c.

W have a moft noble fecommendation and illu-
ftration of this grace, ip Matthew xviii, 23, &c. which
it will be worth your while to read attentively, and at
your leifure.

1 am forry I have fcarce time to add,

4thly. THaT a merciful difpofition difplays itfelf
in mild and humane treatment of our flaves, domef-
tics, and even fuch of the brute creation which are
immediately under our power. The wifet of men
hath told us, that a righteous man regardeth the life
of his beaft ; but that the tender mercies of the wicked
are cruel (w). How favage and barbarous is it to
exercife a tyrannical cruelty over any, even the
meaneft, of Goo’s creation, when he is fo tender and
indulgent both to usand to them. 1f wefhew no mercy
to thofe whom Gop hath put under us,-can we ex-
pect any other than judgment without mercy from
him whofe creatures we abufe? 1If Gop hath de-
clared himfelf ready to forgive us the ten thoufand
talents which we owe him; fhall we bave no com-

(w) Prov. xii, 1. :



%0 SERMON XVk

paflion on our fellow-fervants—bat take them by the
throat, and demand the utmo(t farthiag of the debt of
punithment ?—0 | if Gop did but treat us with the
fame feverity, as many of us are difpofed to treat thofe
vader us—how miferable thonld we be? And yet
we are affured that éaly to the merciful, he will thew
himfelf mercifal, I, fays Job, I did defpife the caufe
of my man-fervant or my maid-fervant, when they-
contended with me ; what thenthall I do, when Gorr
rifeth 0p; and when 4e vifiteth, what thall I anfwer
him ? '

A CRUEL umcempafficnate temper is a diabelical
temper—the temper of the devil, who delights ia
the mifery and torment of all his fellow creatures !

So much for the chara&er of the merciful——the
confideration of rbeir reward I fhall leave for fome
fowure opportunity——and thall conclude the prefent
difcourfe by briefly hinting at a few of the.grounds,
reafons, and motives of this Chritian virtae,

1#. We fhould be merciful—=becaufe there is
an. cternal obligation on us to be fo from our own cir-
cumftances,——Mercy is a reciprocal duty,—We live
pponit outfelves, and fhall we not fhew it to others?
¢ Thow hard-hearted hwmnan creature, who haft no
bowels of compafions to ethers, doeft thou not live
. daily on the tender mercies of Gop ?=—Art theu

not thyfelf in the body——and fubje& to the fame mi-
~ feries and misfortunes with thy fellow creatures }—

Art thou certain mever to be fick, never to be poor,
mever to be naked, or hungry, or forrowful, or injur-
“ed, or opprefled 2 And if this thould be thy cafe, (as
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doubtlels it may,) wilt thou not defire and expac? the
pity, compaflion and help of thy fellow creatures?
And if fo, wilt thou not do that unto them in the
like circumftances 2 How then canft thou hope for
mercy, who wilt not fhew it now ?”
2dly.” We fhould be merciful 1o cur fellow crea-
tures, becaule it is a duty exprefly enjoined by the
‘the authority and word of Geo. * He hath fhew-
ed thee O man what is good : and what doth the
Lotd require of thee, but to do juflly and to love
mercy (x)?” * Be ye merciful, fays the spoftle, be
kind to one another, forgiving one another~Be of
ene mind, baving compaffion ore of another, Love
as brethren, be pitiful ;——bear ye one another’s bur-
" dens, asd fo fulfil the law of CsiristT: for whofo
fhutteth the bowels of his compaflion, how dwellcth
the love of Gop inhim ?” And sumberlefs paflages to
the fame purpofe.
3dly. We fhould be mercifal to our fellow crea.
tures, becaufe Gobp is merciful to us,—It is of his
mercy that we are pot confumed, that we are not ia
hell ; even becaufe his compaflicns fail not.—We
bave daily need of mercy to pardon, and grace to
help.—All we either enjoy or hope for from him, is
of ruere miercy and fovereign grace, and contrary to
all our deferts. And when Gop hath fuch compaf-
fion on us, who are evil and unthankful, fhould it
pot move us to compaffion toward our fellow crea-
tures 7—How can we pray Gov to forgive our delts
and fupply our wants—if we will not forgive them |
* (%) Micah vi. 8,
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,that trefpafs againft us, and fupply the wants of
thofe that need as far as we are able?  Brethren!
if Gop fo loved us, we ought alfo to love one ano-
ther,

4thly. We fhould be merciful in imitation of the
example of Gop and his Son Jefus Chrift. As Chrif~
tians, we fhould be followers of Gop as dear chil-
dren ;——and imitators of Chrilt as' our Lorp and
example.~—And it is remarkable that nothing in the
chara&er of the great Gop is fet fo plainly and fre-
quently “before us, for imitation, as his mercy.— -
#¢ Weare commanded to be merciful, as our Fatherin
heaven, is merciful :—to love and do good to our
enemies, that we may be the genuine children of our
" Father in heaven, who maketh the fun to rife on the
evil and on the good, and fendeth rain on the juft and
on the unjuft :—to be tender hearted, forgiving one
another, even as Gob for Chrift’s fake hath forgiven'
us (y).

IN a word, there is nothing which can render a
human creature more divine and Gop-L1xE, than a
merciful difpofition, and a correfpondent pratice.—
This being the brighteft and moft 4miable glory of
bimwho is the Lorp Gop merciful and gracious ;=—
who is good unto all, even to the evil and unthank-
ful, and whofetender mercies are over all his works.
~—As to the example of this virtue, which Chrift
has fet before us—it has had a place in the former
part of this difcourfe—and it i only needful to ob-

() Luke vi. 36, Matth, v. 45, Eph. iv. 3_:.
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Terve that it is our duty to have the fame./pirit which
was alfo in Chrift Jefus ;~—and that he having fet
us an example of the molt tender and univerfal
mercy, we are bound as his difciples to follow his
feps (2.

sthly. WE ﬂnould be merciful, 'bccaufe itis a-
greeable to the very conftitution of our nature, and
neceflury to the well-being of fociety. Wherefore
hath Gop implanted fympathy, and fellow feeling in
-our hearts, which is naturally excited by the groan
of mifery and the tear of diftrefs? 1s it not becaufe
every man’s mifery needs this friend and folicitor in
the heart of his neighbour 2—And if all were of a
mercilefs, hard-hearted difpofition, what would be-
come of the poor, the fick, the afflited and the op-
prefled 2—Nay, what would become of ourfelves in
thefe circomftances 2 A plain proof of the univerfal
obligation of all mankind to the exercife of this grace.

6ebly. We fhould be mercifal, becaufe it is an
exprefs condition of our acceptance with Go».—
¢ Blefled are the mercifal; for they fhall obtain
mercy.” “ if ye forgive men their tvefpafles, your
heavenly Father will forgive you; but if ye forgive
not men their trefpafies, neither will your Father
fargive your trefpafics (s).—He thall have judg-
ment without mercy, whobath fhewed no mercy (4).
* e==If therefore we wonld expe® mescy ecither from
Gob or maew, in the day of our extremity and dif-
srefs ; —-if we would fubmit to the authority or imj-

(2) s Pat. ii.n. (o) Matth. vi, 14, 15, (§) James
& 13.

Voa, I, : G

—
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tate the example of the bleffed Gop and bis Son
Jefus Chrift.—In a word, if we would be like Gop
in holinefs and happinefs and enjoy him for ever—
let us lay the foundation of this bleffednefs in a
merciful temper and condu@—Blefled are the mer-
ciful ; for they fhall obtain mercy. Amen,

‘,'57. e a by



S ERMON XVI.,
“The G;oa-like;x_'l:itﬁ‘m'and divine rewgf&l
of a mercifal difpofition, from

Mﬁ‘rh. v. 7.

Bleffed.are the merf ful far tI:e_y ﬂmlI a&{am

. - mgrcy.

SERMON II
"N a former -dif¢ourfe.from thefe words, it was pro-
pofed; 1ff; To defcribe the charaer of the met-
ciful—and 2dly; To point out their reward-—the
firft of thefe heads has been largely infilted on ;—the

IId. Is the bufinefs of the prefent difcourfe. *¢ They
are Mﬁd fays the’ Saviour, for they Shall obtain
mercy.”’

‘Fo .obtain nvercy from Gop, is indeed.the grea!-
eft bleflednefs which a guilty creature can enjoy, and
comprehends in it every other kind of bleffednefs.—
'To obtain favour and mercy from Gop, is to be blef-
fed in time, and blefled through eternity.

TuAT 1 may therefore confider the bleflednefs of
the merciful in its greateft extent, I thall view this .
dnfpoﬁuon as it regards our bodies and our fouls,

G 3
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time and eternity.——Mercy, like godiinefs, is great
great gain, having the promifes both of this life and
that which is-to come.

Tue promifes of this prefent life, (as far as they
fhall, fubferve the beft interafts of the merciful, and
“Gop’s great defign in faving them)—and the pro-
mifes of the life to come, withost mitatior- or re-
ferve belong to it.—* Bleffed are the merciful, for
they fhall ebtain mercy”— fome copies have it in
the plural number—mercies. *° They fhall obtain-
mercies.,” Mercies temporal and etermal: — the
Bleffings both of carth,. and: heaven,——of the upper
fprings and of the nethes fprings.—* Gop will give
grace and glory, and no good thing will be withhold
from thofe, who do suftly, bve ntcrcy, and walk bum- -
by before bim.

“To be particalar—=the mercifolare blefled—14;
In that inward, ‘heart-felt happinefs and fatisfadtion
which flows from a confcioufnefs of their doing good
and fhewing mercy. to their filow creatores—244,
In a good name or chara&ter, which is better than
precious ointment——34/y, In the peculiar providence
and retribution which Gop has engaged himfelf by
promife to exercife over fach men, their interefts, and.
-even their families after them.——4t5)y, In the an-
fwer of thofe prayers.which are put up for them by
the poor, miferable and diftrefled, which they have:
relieved—and sthy, In their peace and reconcilia-
tion with Gop, and eternal happinefs in this enjoy-
ment. -

Turse fire cewaeds of a merciful temper and cone
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du&, I fhall by the divine affiftance illu(trate and then
make fome improvement of the fubje. .

1. Tus merciful are bleffed in that inward
heart-felt happinefs and {atisfaction, which flows from
a confcioufnefs of their having done good and fhew-
" ed mercy to tl*_geir fellow-crgatures,—This, my dear
friends, is no other than the teftimony of a good con-
fcience, which'is the conflant joyous attendant of a
virtnous difpofition and conduct. It is a kind of blef-
fednefs which nothing but virtue can give, and which
nothing but vice or great melancholy and weaknefs
can rob usof !—Well might our Saviour fay, * That
it is gpore bleffed to give, than to receive (c).” There
is a joy in helping the needy, in comforting the aflic-
ted, in relieving the oppreffed, in forgiving the inju-
rious, and in wiping away the tears from the eyes of
the forrowful, which no wicked man ever yet fe/r,
or poffibly can feel—The cruel, the unforgiving,
the uneompafliopate, the clofe-handed and hard heart-
ed idtermeddle not with this joy ¢ they are firangers
to it, and can no-more-comprehend it, than a bh'ngi
man can perceive the beauty of colours; or a deaf man
the pleafure of founds.

MEeN who are wholly under tbe power of felf-
Iove, who fet an extravagant value on their worldly
interefts, and who makeidolsof their morey and eafe,
muft be fatisfied to live wholly wiihout this fiveete(t
and nobleft fatisfadtion of .life, and find what little
happinefs they can in their worldly enjoyments,
~—3But they will never koow that fuperior blefled-
' (0) A&sxx. 35,

G 3
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nefs,. which oor Saviour declares there is in giving;
abiove what there is in receiving.

THhas is a bleflednefs peculiarly appropriated by.
€op to merciful, compaffionate, benevolent: fouls;
That feemed a hard command which-our Saviour laid:
on-to the rich young man'in tlie gofpel, and would:
fill feem fo to all workdly minded men,. who truft in
uncertain riches, and hope for all happinefs from-
them, ‘‘ Go-and fell all.that thou haft, and give to-
the poor, asd thou fhalt have treafure in heaven (d).”
~—To give away his money to the poor was-in his-
opinion to loofe his idol, and all bis-happinefs at once,
and he could not readily.imagine that-any treafiire in
beaven could make up for the lofs: of bis mongy——
and yet our Lord was dire@ly calling him to a greater
treafure and blefledaefs than all his riches-could afs
ford bim s=—lte was calling him not only.t0 beavenly
&lory, but to all-the prefent (to hiar) unknown joys of
a benevolent heart and a merciful charitable condud..
~—CHRI$T, indeed, l2idthis.command wpon /sim on-
ly.to try Aim and to make him fenfible of his crimi~
sal attachment to-this prefeat world, and how un--
worthy he was of thofe heaven!y treafures which he
fo lightly efleemed.—He: does notsequire fuch coflly-
facrifices from us.:=—butif he did, it-would furely.be
our intereft to offer them-and troft bim with the re--
ward. : :

. Evan thoft- who have pever: emperienced the blef-
fednefs of a merciful temper, may yet be perfuaded of-
#, by this plain reafon——that-Gob, the 4¢/? and meft

(4) Mat.xix. a5
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merciful Being in the univerfe, is alfo-the bappicfp
and moff bleffed——and that the devil, the cruelleff and:
wmofl malevelent being in the world, is the moft
wretched and miferable,

Tus blefled Gop is not enly good but doeth
good ;—is not only merciful; but delightethi in mercy
and is rich in mercy.—~—He does good to all, and-his
tender mercies are over all his works——is good-te the
evil and unthaokful——cawfeth his fun to rife on the
evil aad the good—and hiath joy at the repentance
of one fianer.~——He rejoiceth in giving to all, life and
breath and all things.—It is in the very nature of
Gop (who is love itfelf) to communicate his goodnefs
<ontinually toran univerfe. of being :=—and it isby no
means a thought unworthy of Gop, to fuppofe, that
o this his communicative mercy and geodnefs conbifts
the. chief part of: his bleffednefs.—So that Goo (if
we may fo fpeale with reverence) is chicfly if* not anly
bappy-in defigning, decreeing, and deing good | His
giving life, fulenance and happimfs to fo many crea-
tures, and more efpecially his éxpenfive pln of re«
deeming [inners, are e conteuspuble confirmmations
of this fentinrent.

So that (t0-advance alittle fartlser, with reverence
on the fame fentiment) Goo himfelf could not be com~
pleatly bleffed or happy, if he were not infinitely mer-
viful and beaevolent.—And if hte exercifes a fuf? fer
werity and unrelenting vengeance on.a number of im-
penitent irreclaimable creatures in: the uviverfe, it is
only from a principle-of éenevolence, and to promote
aod- advance-the general bappinefs- of the whole !—
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1f then mercy and benevolence are natural caufes and
fources of bleffednefs in Gop, muft they not needs be
fo in man, who wae made after the image of Gop? If
the merciful Gop is happy in being merciful, mult
not merciful men be happy in being merciful alfo?—
Yes, affuredly, my friends ; and every mereiful, com-
paffionate, benevolent man finds it to be true. by happy
experience—he finds a prefent great reward, in-his
own merciful difpofition~—he is confcious that he is
in the way of duty, and he feels a fecret joy arifing
from that confcioufnefs ! he needs no man to tell him
that he is blefled ; he fecls that he ir /o, and that he
is_fo n exa& praportion as he feels himfelf to be truly
merciful ——His heart is fo far from reproaching him,
that his reafon- approves-and applauds his merciful dif-
pofition, and he hath joy in himfelf, and confidence
towards that Gop whofe mercy and goodnefs he imi-
tates, *“ A good man (fays the royal preacher) fhall
be- fatisfied from himfelf{e),” —i. e, from thofe
graces, which Goni ath, wrought in him.—His hap-
pinefs does not depend, on she pleafure or cenfure of
a ngnorant fickle, world, but arifes from the inward
evidences of his own holy and virtuous difpofitions, and
from the well-grounded hopes of the divine favour and
acceptance, which fpriag from thence. This is what
the apoftle meaps when he fays, . ¢ Let every man
prove his own work, -and then.fhall he have rejoicing
in bimfelf alone,and notin-another ( f)."=—Oh! how
kappy, my friends, to feel our conformity to the,image
and will of Gop ;——to be cofcious that we are mee-
(¢) Prov, xiv, 144 (f) Gal. vii 4o )
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cifal, as our Pather in heaven is merciful,—and that
we imitate the blefled Gop in his good- mll ud bene-
volence to our fellow creatnres

Iidly. Tue merciful are blefled in 2 good name
and charaéter, which is better than. precions ointment,

AxTHO the approbation of Gop and’ confcience
are {prings of the pureft and nobleft joys in this life,
yet is not the approbation of our fellow creatares to be
defpifed, when we are confcious that it is jultly found-
ed. Next to the good opinion of Gop who-fearcheth
and judgeth the heart, we fhould certainly endeavour
‘by every lawful method to merit, obsain and preferve
the good opinion of our fellow creatures ;—and this
Both as it is an evidence of fome real worth in our-
felves, a caufe of folid comfort to us, and a means of
our ufefolnefs. And none furely fland fo fair a chance
for this kind of bleflednefs as the' truly merciful and
compafhionate. -

Powsr is geverally dreaded——greatnefi enned
=—righes are coveted—beauty is admired—but good-
#zf5 and mercy are-pretty fure of being. very generally
beloved —** For a good man, fays the apoftle, fome
. would peradventure even dare 0 die(g).” Fhere is
fomething at once fo-fiveet, fo beautiful, fo great, ge-
nerous and divine, in doing good, in forgiving inju-
ties, in refieving the. needy, the oppreffed and mife-
rable, that this virtue has ever been admired and be-
- loved in ‘the world.—And that fealoufy and emvy,
which have ever laboured to blacken other grearand:
g00d qualities—have feldom dared to-attack f4is, as

(&) Romaasw 2. .
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knowing it has fo many friends among the buman race;
in fo much that the ill returns which our Saviour met
with from the Jews, for the numbetlefs miracles of
-mercy he wrought among them, is perhaps the higheft
proof of their defperate degeneracy and unpa,rallekd
wickednefs !

THE very beathens exalted mercy and goodnefs
above all the moral virtues, and imagined that the ex-
ercife of thefe virtues raifed men to a level with the
.£ods, and intitled them to a place among them after
their death, Hence the apotbeofis of the heathen
.world, or their deifying their dead princes, who dur-
ing their life-time bad been benefactors of the people.
——Hence the number of their gods; their Satursm,
Fupiter, Mars, Bacchus——who were nothing elfe
but ancient kings, who becaufe of the fervices they
had done in life, were, thro’ the gratitude and fuper~

_ flition of thcir'fubje&s after their deatb, ranked among
the number of the gods, and worfhipped thro’ fucceed -
ing ages.—The people were powerfully inclined to
celebrate and eternize the memory of their Euergetes,
their bencficent pMinces.~—And as thefe had been t
them like gods upon earth, by the exercife of mercy
and the profufion of their goodnefs, tbcy thought
themfelves juftified in placing them in heavenly

thrones after their death, and in {lill expeQing from

them the bleffings of which they ftood in need.
Cicero praifed Caefar for having pardoned Mar-
¢eellus, more than for all his victories! He extols this
a& of mercy above all his conquefts, and above all
tke glory of his arms ; as that greatnefs and goodnefs
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of foul, which can forgive an enemy, and render
good for evil, is undoubtedly a more noble and divine

- accomplithment, than all the military prowefs and fuc-
cefs in the world. The good emperor Titus was
called the delight of mankind, becaufe he deemed
that day wholly loft, in which he had no opportunity
of doing good to fome or other of his fellow crea-
tares. And Auguflus, altho’a tyrant and an invader
of the liberties of his country, was yet univerfally
cftcemed and beloved, becaufe of the mercy of kis pa~
ture, and the lenity and mildnefs of his govern-
ment. )

- ¥t would be needlefs and endlefs to multiply in-
ftances of that univerfal approbation which the world
(unjuft and unreafonable as it is) has neverthelefs
conferred on perfons of a merciful, compaffionate and
forgiving temper.~—Indeed it feems to be the only
tirtue which the world in general approves and e-
fleems; and 13a¢ probably becaufe it /6 much needs
it: there being noman who does not in fome petiod.
or other of hislife, lie-more ‘of lefg at the mercy of
bis fellow creatures. - e '

In aword ; there is nothing in which we can more
perfeitly refemble Gov, than in a conflant difpofition
%o give and forgive. He who delights to be called
the Father of mercies, and the Father of the merci-
Jul, is continvally thus employed.—He, as it were
with one hand, is perpetually fupplying the wants of
all his creatares, fupporting and foftaining them by .
the gifts of his providential goodnefs——and with the
pther, pouring out the bleffings of pardon and grace
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upon guilty, finners. In thefe two afts of mercy, n

giving and forgiving, the merciful imitate him, and

are, as it were, his miniflers, and vicegerents upon

«earth, And indeed there is fo much of Gap (if &

may fo fpeak) in fcattering and diffufiog bleffings a-

amoog men, in fupplying the seedy, fupporting the.
weak, comforting the afflied, rélieving the miferable,

forgiving offenders, overcoming evil with good, and.
exercifing gentlenefs, lenity and mercy to thofe whe

are under our power,~——that the world (blind as it is

¢to many other virtues) quickly fees the refemblance:
" between Gop and a merciful man,—between a divime.
and a merciful difpofition,~—and can fcarcely refufe

to fuch a charaler, its effeem, approbation and Jove.

Blefled, therefore, are the merciful, for they fhall not

only have an wnreprogching heart, but alfo a good
same, which is better than precious ointment-—their

name while on earth fhall be like incenfe poured.
forth, and they fhall be had in honourable and ever-

lafting remembrance (4).——~They fhall be deemed.
the genuine children of that Goo, who is good, and

who does good, and whofe tender mercies, &c.——

who is good even to the evil and sathankful ;=—and

while the memory of the mifer, of the cruel, uncom-

paffionate and unmerciful fhall rot, aod be had in jult

deteflation by pofterity; the merciful, generous and.
fiberal fhall ftill live in the grateful remembrance of

their families, neighbours, friends, and of all who bad

opportunity to fee the beauty, or tafte the fruits of

fo amiable a charadter !

() Phl cxii. &
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NMidly. Tue merciful are bleffed in that peculiar
providence and retribution which God hath engaged
himfelf by promife to exercife over fuch men, their
interefts and even their fanilies after them. The
merciful have a very pecufiar right to the favours of
providence, and a fpecial reafon to expe& from it a
very fingtlar protetion of their perfons and interefts.
Hear what David fays in the forty-firft pfalm—=
* Blefled s he that confidereth the poor, the Lorp
will preferve him in time of trouble.~—The Lorp
will preferve him and keep him alive, and he fhalt
be bleffed upon the earth, and thou wil not deliver
him unto the will of his enemies.~~The Lorp wil{
ftrengthen him upon the bed of languithing: thou wilt
make all his bed in his ficknefs,”-—Hear al(o the in-
{pired preachery ¢ Honour the Lorp with thy fob-
ftance, and with the firft fruits of all thine increafe
fo fhall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy pref-
fes thall burft out with new wine (i).” Yes, my
friends, a merciful man may affare himfelf that zhaz
Gop whofe eyes are ever upon the righteous, and
whofe ears are open unto hiscries, will, in a very fpe-
cial manner,vegard him. He is the man after Gob’s
own heart ; and is it poffible that he who takes a pro-
vidential care of the lilies of the field, and of the
birds of ‘the- air, and who heareth the young ravens
when they cry, fhould be regardlefs of thofe who
make it their ftudy to imitate him in giving and for-
Living=——in a&s of mercy and of goodnefs? To the
cruel and unmerciful he hath indeed threatened xhat

(i) Prov. il 9,10
Vot. ",‘ H
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De will be a8 a math and as rottennefs—as a youmg
lion who will tear and take qway, fo that none fhall
refcue them (£).

Bu as to theju/? or merciful, who bath difperfed
and given to the poor, it is exprefsly promifed, that
he fhall be paid in everlafting remembrance, that hie
horn fhall be exalted with hopour, and that he fhall
inherit the earth (). .

Gob, my friends, in the courle of his providence
feems to deal with-the merciful in a way of retaliation
or reflitution—and to tréat them in a manner which
has a likenefs and proportion with their treatment of
their miferable and indigent brethren—*¢ With the
mercifol, Goo fheweth himfelf merciful”’—They ob-
tain mercy not only on the day of judgment—but
even in kind in <his prefent life, Nay, I verily be-.
Jieve, that many men otherwife wicked have yet been
amply rewarded in this life for aéts of mercy and
compaffian, which they have (hewn to the poor and
diltreffed, altho’ thefe a&s have not proceeded from
the pureft principles—vaod that their families haze
fourifhed, and their balket and ftore have been in-
creafed on this account,~—They did thofe a@s of
niercy from mers natural motives ; and probably in
this life only they had their reward z=—for Gop will
never {uffer us to loofe.our recompence, for what we
do in bebalf of his poor, aeedy, diftrefled creatyres,
though we do it nof perhaps, from the purell agd.bed
yiews. He will, fome bow or other, cither by extran

{§) Hof y.13,14. (/) PRl cxix, 9. Matth.v. s,
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ordinary and miraculous means; or in the common
courfe of his providence, repay us fuch debts with u-
fury! Indeed it is almoft impoffible in the very na-
“ture of things, that he who hath been merciful to his
fellow creatures, thould not, in his turn, obtain mercy
from them——that he who hath been ever ready to
pardon for his own offences——that he who hath ever
made it his glory to fuccour the miferable, and relieve
the diftrefled, fhould himfelf obtain no pity, No, no,'a
Chriftian who hath gained the hearts of the poor,—
who, by a meek arid forgiving temper, hath conquered
the malice of his enemies and made them his friends,
=~who.hath eftablithed a juft reputation for mercy
and compaffion—of being the father of the father-
lefs, the hufband of the widows, the friend of ftran~
gers, the comforter of the afflied and the reliever of
the opprefled—~can never be wholly without friends
among men !=—And if he fhould, * the Lord wilk
deliver him in the day of trouble, ahd make all his
bed in his ficknefs,”—He may indeed be afflicted—
he may loofe his eftate, his health and even his friends,
as Job—but he thall be finally re-¢ffablifhed and re-
avarded—=* Gop will not forget his work and labour -
of love which be hath done for his name’s fake”’—and
even a miracle fhall be wrought in his favour, rather
than the number of divine promifes made to the mer-
ciful fhall fail of being fulfilled! Gop is a joft and
- good debtor; can we therefore doubt of being payed
in due feafon ?=——* He that hath pity on the poor,
“Jendeth to the Lorp, fays Solomon, and that which
ke hith given, will he pay him again”=—and there-

: Ha '
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.
fore he exhorts—‘ Calt thy bread upon the wa-
ters : for thou fhalt find it after many days. Give
a portion to feven, and alfo to eight; for thou
knoweft not what evil fhall be upon the earth.—But
we will not believe this—we will not believe that Gop
will be our henef? pay-mafler—what we give to bis
poor, we think is put in bad hands—even caft vpon
the waters—and thence proceeds our unmercifulnefs
and hard-heartednefs !
 Bur bleffed are they that belicve, and by cor-
refpondent ads of mercy, make the Lorp of heaven
and earth their debtor—verily I fay unto you that
every cup of cold water given from this principle,
fhall have its full reward.—The barrel of meal and
cruife of oil, fhall be multiplied to thofe, whofe bowels
of compaflions are opened to Gop’s poor and needy
creatures—he has abundant ways to fupply the ex-
pences of a wife, well regulated charity ; and to re-
munerate the truly merciful, either in value or in
kind ! .
Nay; there is even a blefling entailed on the fa-
milies and off-fpring of fuch. The charities of the
father is often repayed to his children, So that to be
merciful to our fellow creatures is really to lay up a
_rich inheritance for our off-{pring—an inheritance,
which often extends to their children and their chil-
dren’s ¢hildren; which often feeds and clothes them,
and raifes them friends, when their monies, and houfes,
and lands are loft and fpent— Fowathanthewed much
favour and friendthip to David,—and David in re-
turn, when all the family of Sau/ had forfeited their
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lives, carefully fearched out the family of his friend
Fonathan, and (hewed favour to them, making Me-
phibofheth eat continually at his table !

Tuus Gob, as it were, fearcheth out the pofte-
hty of the jult and merciful man, that he may raife
them friends, and reward the mercy of their anceftors
in theit perfors. I have been young, fays David,
and now am old : yet have I not feen the rightecus
forfaken, nor his feed begging breed. He is ever mer-
ciful, and lendeth; and his feed is bleffed (#),

1Vthly. TuE merciful are blefled in the prayers
put up for them by the poor, m{fer‘al'le and diftrefed
which they have relieved—and in the anfwer of their
own prayers, AsGop ‘heareth the cry of the affli@ed,
fo doubtlefs their prayers for thofe who have light-
ened the burthen of their afflitioas, The prayers and
blefﬁngs of the poor and diftreffed—their thanks to
Gob for feafonable fupplies, and their blefhogs on
thofe who aré the immediate inftruments of Gop’s
providential goodnef(s to them—are not at all to be
defpll’ed and would often prove a greater bleffing to
us than the trifling favours we fhew to the miferable —
Gob often hears thole prayers, and reftores ten fold
into the bofom of the merciful—But, be this as it
will, the prayéré of the truly merciful are infured of
acueptance. Prayer has a wonderfql power with Gou, ",
when 1t is JOmed with almous’ deeds. The words of
the dngel to Come]m:, are remarkable in this uew-—-
““ Cornelius, thy prayers and thine alms are come up'
for a memorial before Gob (o). And, fo lfalab, “ If

(») P[alxgs xzxvil. 25, 20.  (0) Als x. 4

H 3
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thou draw out thy foul to the hungry and fatisfy the
aflliGed foul, then fhalt thou call, and the Lorp fhall
anfwer; thou fhalt cry, and he fhall fay, Here am
1(p)r

Vthly. Tue merciful are compleatly and fully
blefled in their peace and reconciliation with Goo,
and eternal happinefs in his enjoyment, This is that
blefling of the merciful which crowns and {weetens all
the reft, and without which the reft would be very
infignificant; and therefore it is principally expreffed
and pointed out in the promife——=‘ for they fhall ob-
tain mercy”—and -

1t, Wuicn is included in this promife, they
fhall obtain the pardon and remiffion of their fins.
Charity or mercy in this refpe& covereth the multi-
tude of fins (¢).—This is exprefsly promifed and
ftipulated by Gop in the new covenant. The words
of Cur1sT to this purpofe are remarkable, *‘ Love
ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for
nothing again: and your reward fhall be great, and
ye fhall be the children of the Higheft: for he is
kind to the unthankful and to the evil. Be ye there-
fore merciful, as your Father alfo is merciful. Judge
not,. and ye fhall not be judged: condemn not, and
ye fhall not be condemned: forgive, and.ye fhall be
forgiven: give, and it fhall be given unto you, good
meafure, prefled down, and fhaken together, and
running over; for with the fame meafure that ye
met withal, it fhall be meafured to you again.—For,

(#) M lviii g, re.  "(g) 1 Pet.iv. 8,
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“if ye forgive men their trefpaffes, your heavenly Fa-
ther will alfo forgive you : but if ye forgive not men-
their trefpafles, neither will your Father forgive your
trefpafles (r).”

Benovrp then, my brethren, the privilege of the
truly merciful ; their guilt is cancelled; their pumber-
lefs fins are blotted out of the book of Gop’s remem-
brance, and funk as it were in the depths of the fea!
And need I enhance the value of this bleffing by a
pumber of words, or tell you how greatly and richly
bleffed that finner is whofe tranfgreflion is forgiven,
whofe fin is covered, and unto whom the Lorp im-
puteth not iniquity (+)?  And then,

2dly, By confequence he hath peace and recon-
ciliation with Gop. Finding in himfelf that truly
merciful difpofition, which is a principal branch of
that new nature—that renewed image of Gop—
which is the unfaiftng chara&er of the regererated
and fan@ified, and to which Gop hath appropriated
the promifes of his fpecial favour and grace=~he hath
peace of confcience, confidence towards Gob, and a,
joyfal hope of his everlafting love. - And by the in-
creafe of this merciful difpofition in the foul, his par-
don is as it were fealed in his own confcience, his
evidences for fature happinefs brighten, his title to-
the favour of Gop becomes lefs doubtful and more
certain, his calling and election are made fure, he is
enabled as it were to read his own name in the book
of life, to rejoice in hepe of the glory of Gob, and

(r) Lukevi 35,—38, Mat. vi. 14, 15. (s) Phalms

xxxii. 1, 3, i
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is fealed by the Spirit of promife unto the day of re-
demption (f). And accordingly in the

3d Prace, The merciful are blefled with a fure
title to that gift of Gop’s mercy which is called eters
nal life.—Let me repeat once more (for it deferves
to be often repeated, and had in perpetval remem- -
brance by Chriftians) what our Lorp has recorded
as the precedure of the laft judgment, as it refers to
a merciful difpofition and conduét.——Such is the re-
gard which the Judge of all the earth has to this ami-
able and unfpeakably important grace, that all muft
have -been found in the exercife of it, who fhall find
favour with him on that day ; as tho’ it were the on<
ly virtue he required from his difciples—* Come
(will he fay) ye blefled,” &c. and when thefe mo-
deft and humble perfons (confounded on the reflection
of the little they had done, now {o highly acknow-
Fedged and fo glorioufly recompenfed) fhall anfwer,
and fay, *“ Loxp when faw we thee an hungred,” &c,
~—le fhall make them this gracious and aftonifhing
reply, ¢ Inafmuch as ye have done it to one of the
Iealt of thefe my brethren, ye have done it unto me.’
~~Y: kave dore’ it unto me! O amazing words!
O! aftonithing grace! CurisT is not athamed to call
the poor and miferable bis brethren and friends;
yea, one, as it werd, with himfelf~—fleth of his flefh,
and bone of his béne—fo' that whatever favour is
fhewed them, he reckons it as fhewed to bimfelf.
And as a recompence of tho'e litcle kindneflis fhewed
to his poor friends and brethren——be caufes the mer-

(t) Eph. iv. 30. )
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ciful to go away into life eternal (z).—Let us now

APPLY THE DOCTRINE, and

1t. Here, my brethren, we have the greateft
poflible motive to charity and mercy; finners, what
is your great requelt of Gop ? Of what do you ftand
moft in need? For what do you appear here this day
‘before Gop? What is the requelt of your prayers
and tears, if you do indeed ever pour out any before
Gop ?—Is it not mercy—"Is it not that you may ob-
tain pardon and remiffion from Gop ?—Is it not that
your fins fhould be blotted out, your confciences
quieted——your fears of hell removed——and the hopes
of heaven let in upon your fouls ?=—Bchold, then,
the way marked out by heaven for obtaining this
_blefled end—"° Put on, in CuRr1sT, bowels of com-
pafions :—be merciful to your fellow creatures, from
a principle of Chriftian charity, and Gop will fhew
you mercy ! Chriffians, who profefs yourfelves to be
the children of a merciful Gop, and the difciples of
a compaflionate Jefus—who have talted, and feen
that the Lorp is gracious—who live by mercy—
dearly beloved, put on, as the elect of Gop, bowels
of mercies |—Imitate the mercy of Gop and his Son
Jefus.—Be not hard hearted.—Hide not yourfelves
from yoyr own fleh.—Shut not up the bowels of
your compaflions from your poor, fick, affliGted, op~
prefled, indigent brethren; for if you do, how dwel-
Ieth the love of Gob in you (v) 2—Be ready to for-
give the injuries of your neighbours, as Gop for
CHR18T’s fake hath forgiven you.—Be ready to love,

(#) Mat. xxv. 46. (v) Jamesiil z7.
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and even do good to your enemies, in imitation of
him who doeth good to the evil and unthankful—

and of him who loved us and died for us, while we

were enemies,—‘¢ Remember them that are in bonds,

‘as bound with them; and them which fuffer adver-

fity, as being yourfelves alfo in the body (w).”"—
Vifit the fatherlefs and widow in their affli¢tion.—
Draw out your fouls to the hungry, and comfort the

afli%ted foul. Ye rich, give liberally to the poor, out

of 'your abundance.~Y¢ poor, who cannot even caft
in one mite; give the charity of your prayers and
‘good offices to thofe who are ftill more miferable—
Be {tedfalt, be immoveable, always abounding in the
works of mercy, knowing that your labour will not be
in vain.—Remember that whatfoever a man foweth,
‘that fhall he alfo reap. Let us not therefore be weary
in well-doing : for in dae feafon we fhall reap if we
faint not.—=As we therefore have opportunity, let us
do good uato all men, efpecially to them who are of
the houfhold of faith (x). ‘

LeT us be ready to give and forgive, for the love
of Chrift who gave himfelf for us, and to us ;——of
that Jefus who conceals himfelf, as it were, in the
perfons of the poor and miferable—that we may have
an opportunity of feeding, and clothing, and vifiting.
him io themr; for the love of that Jefus, who tho’ fo
sich, yet became poor for us, &c. ( y).~——Let us be
ready to givz and forgive for the love of that gofpel,
which is honoured-in the world by the merciful and
charitable lives of its profeffors.—Let us be ready. to

(w)'HSb. xiii. 3. (x) Gal.vi. 8,—10. (y) 2 Cor.viii.g.
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géve and forgive for the love of our brethren, whofe
prayers and bleflings will reach the ears of Gop on
our behalf, and bring down the bleflings of heaven on
us and on our children :—finally, let us be merciful,
that we ourfelves may obtain mercy at the coming
and appearance of Chrift.

IN vain do we cry, The temple ! the temple ! re-
ligion! Chriftianity ! faith ! and grace !—if onr tem-
ple is without the facrifices of righteoufnefs—if our
zeligion is without mercy——if our Chriliianity is with-
out charity—if our faith is without works——and our
grace without goodnefs and compafion! all our reli-
gion is a Jie, if it is devoid of charity:——and all
our hopes are vain, if they are deftitute of mercy and
bowels of compaflions. ** But bleffed are the ‘merci~
ful, for they fhall obtain mercy.”

2dly. 1f the gofpel lays us under fuch frong obli-
gations to a merciful difpofition, where fhall the cruel, /
the favage and the barbarous appear? If the meek,
the tender-hearted, the compaflionate, whofe hearts
are tenderly touched with the miferies and calamities
of their fellow creatures, and whofe hands are ever
open to their relief, fhall a/ome find mercy with
Gop—what maft be the final doom of thofe hard-.
hearted and uncompafionate fouls who never knew =
what it was to feel for the miferies. of others,——who

- are unmoved at the cries, and unconcerned at the
intreaties, of the needy and diftrefled?  What mult
be the final doom of the Jpiteful, malicious and un-
JSorgiving ?—of the injurious oppreffor, who fees the
anguith of his brother’s foul, when he befeecheth,
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but will not hear >—And what, finally, thall be the
end of the bloody perfecutor and mercilefs tyrant,
who fport with the miferies of their fellow creatures,
and laugh at their agonies and torments ?

Tuere is an awful reverfe, my brethren, in the
words of our text—if the merciful are bleffed, the
oruel are curfed : they have a curfe correfponding to
every bleffing of the merciful ;—wretched in their
tempers ;—uneafy in their confciences ;—curfed in
their name ;—curfed in their ¢ffates; and as the
merciful will finally obtain mercy,——the cruel fhail
finally be chafed away from the judgment feat awith a
curfe—*‘ Depart from me ye curfed—and thefe fhall
go away into everlafting punithment (z).”

LeT us then, brethren, as the ele& of Gop, holy
and beloved, put on bowels of mercy! Let it not
be faid that wicked men and even esthens have
done more this way, from mere principles of geod-
nature, humanity and philofsphy, than we do from a
principle of grace, and from the example of Fefus '—
And where we find ourfelves defective in a merciful
difpofition, let us, by faith in CHrisT, feek it from
Gop, who giveth liberally to all men and vpbraideth
not, and it fhall be given us! Let none of us reft fa-
tisfied without fo eminent a branch of the Chriftian
temper by which we fo fignally refemble Gob, are
marked out as his genuine and legitimate children,
become the objecs of his tender mercy, and are qua-
lified for his eternal enjoyment,

(z) Mat. xxv. 41, &c.
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The divine defignation and important
duty of civil rulers, and the refpeét
and obedience due them by their fub-
jects,* from

t PETER ii. 13, 14.

Sabmit yabfe]va: to ¢very erdinance of man for
the LORD’s fake ; whether it be to the king,
as fupreme ; or unto governors, as unto them
that are fent by bim for the punifbment of
evil-doers, and for the praife of them that do

well,

NOth'rHrrumn,c'the calumnies of the .Feuy
againft Chrif? as an enemy to Caefar; and of

both Feaws and Heathens agintt the primitive Chrif-
tiaps, as difturbers of civil jbc:et_y, and turners of the
avprid upfide down ; yet it is moft evident to all who
are the leaft acquainted with the Jpirit and genius of
Chriftianity, that no religion in the world ever fecured
tbergyal prerogative of princes, or the juf? and loyal
. * Delivered before his excellency General Cloxfen on his
arrival at $2. Croix.  Nov., 7th, 17734 ‘
Vou, I B
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obedience of fubjeds, fo fully, or upen fuch woblz and
powerful principles, as the Chriffian. .

Tus fulleff and moft unreferved fubjedion; the
higheft and moft refpectful honour and obfervance, is
enjoined to the magiftrate, alting agreeable to the te-
nor of his facred office ;——and on the other hand, the
duty of the magiftrate is ffriftly enjoined, and the
rights and privileges of the fubje& flly afeertained
and vindicated. o that i maokind would obey r4e
Aictates of Chriftianity, the rights of the magiftrate
would never be encroached on, nor thofe of the fub-
jet ever infringed or abridged.

“ Let every foul’( fayr Saimt Paul) be fubje&
to the higher powers; for there is no power but ef
‘Gop : the powers that are, are ordained of Gob (4).”
Saint Paul in this thirteen chapter to the Romns,
lays down in very ffrong and comprebenfive terms the
dignity of the magiftrate; 4is duty, and thac bononr,
Year, refpe@ and obedience which is due to him by the
fubje@.

As to the dignity of magiftrates, he tells us * they
gre ordained of ‘GoD;” - his minifters and fervants,
‘appointed by him for the terror of evil doers, and for
the goed of them that do well—*‘ and that, for this
‘purpofe, they are invefted with that part of the image
‘of 'Gop which ‘eonfifls in pmr, dominion and the
adminiftration of Juftice.”

- As to theit duty; ** they are adt to bear the

‘fword of civil power in vain, but to ufe it as a terror

to cvil dgers (thofe who are enemies to the peace, prof-
() Romans xiii. 1,

&
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prerity and happinefs of civil fociety).~—That is; they
are to proteét and fuccour the jojured, and-opprefled,
to vipdicate the caufe of the. widew; the fatherle(s,
the helplefs, innacent. and {tranger, and.to difcounte-
pance and fupprefs vice and injuflice of every kind, by
fuitable laws and punifhments.~~—And theyare to *“ at-’
tend continually upon this very thing ;” i. e. they are
to make it their chief and principle Rudy to promote
the glory of that G op whofe minifters they are, and to
watch with folicitons anxiety over the beft interefls of
civil fociety,

As to the duty of _/hbjeﬂ: it is ﬁmngij expref-
[fed and powerfully enforced in this chapter., “ They
are not to refift this ordinance of Gop ; but are * to
be fubjedt to. the higher powers,” in all commands
which do not oppafe o cootradiqt, the fuprema . law
and authority of that Gop who& migifters thay:are,.

Ir we do evil, we.are 10 be afvaid of fhem, bex
cauofe they bear not the fword in vqin. So- that we
wmiuft needs be fubjec to them, not only for wrath (or
becaufe they have a power of executing vengeance
upon evil doers)—but alfo, aad more afpecially, *“-for
confcience fake,”. (becanfa they,areshe ervgmss and:
wminifiers of Gop,-ordaiged by-him; gnd cloathed with:
his authority : fo that, in ebeying. them, we virtually
obey Gop whofe minifters they'are. And hence, fub-
jeQtionand obedience to the lawful magiftrate is plainly
a matier of confcience, and a part of that religiour

_ duty we owe to Gop, the Author and Fountain of al!
lawful power.) - .-

Thuss, therefore, is a ndHr ﬁtma,onot only oi‘ '

O ]
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the duties of magifirates, but alfo of that refpeé?, fub-
wiffion and obedience which fubjefts owe to their law-
fol-rulers. And-iv is' well worth obferving, that the
apofile l'a(d”thekmjun&loﬁs on'the Chnﬂnanb at R‘ome,
“perfecutors of the Chriftian name. So that difference,
or even contrarizty of religion, can afford no pretext
to Chriftian fubjeéts to withdraw their duty and alle-
giance from their lawful rulers, while they continue to
proteét and defemd their lives, liberties and properties,

“ THe powers that are, fays the apoftle, are or-
dained of Gon.” ~ '

AvLTuO’ perbiaps, mecefity might at fir(t fuggeft the
ufefulnefs of fueh an order of men as civil rulers to
mankind, yet reafon as well as feripture may eafily
convince ys that civil- government was orduined and
appeinted by Gop, who delights in order and in the
bappinefs of bis human qﬁ/mdg

IN the earlier and _fimpler ages of the world, be-
fore mankind were multiplied and crowded into near
vicinities=—before the arts of Juxury were invented;
~—while men had few wants, were fatisfied with the
fimple demands of modelt hatare,~—and confequently
before awariée and:dmbition prompted them to ra-
pine, oppreffion and érkelty, every mafler of a family
was the file king and gévernor of his own houthold.
He exercifed a fupreme jurisdiction over his own do-
meftics in matters of kife and death, right aod pro-
perty, in fuch a manoer as to be accountable to none
but Gop for his condu&, Swuch, probably, was the
condition of o/ wrantind befove the flood. And-fuch
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was that of thofe heads of families commonly called”
the Patriarchs in the Old Teftament hiftory, fuch as
Terah, Abrabam, lfaac, Facob, Lot, Noab, &c.

Bur, when mankind multiplied and began to live
in clofe viciaity=—when the arts of luxury were in-
vented, and the dmaginary and artificial wants of
mankind began to be multiplied, ambition and covet-
oufnefs tempted the fronger to plunder, injure and
and opprefs the weaker, Hence, thofe who were thus
injured by their neighbours, found it expedient to
combine and gfociate themfelves with others, in or-
der-to prote@ and defend. their perfons and interefts.
from the violence of injurious neighbours,.

. 'THESE cambinations o1 focieties of men could not
long fubb without fome laws or regulations, and this
plainly pointed out the neceflity of choofing one or
more of their number, to have the fuperiority or com-
mand over the reft, to whom they fhould, by ftipu-
lation, transfer and make over fome part of their na-
tural powers and rights, in matters of government
and judgment, for the better regulatien and fecurity-
of the whole fociety.~—And the perfons 2hus chofen
and impowered are what we under(tand by the words
—kings, princes, governors, rulers or civil magi-

Sirapes :—and bence, the diftrits of men over which
thay ruled, are known by, the mames of empires, king-
doms, flates, or commonwealths; fo that thole king-
doms, which at firlt did not, perhaps, confift of more .
than twenty or thirty families, have, in the courfe of
time, by congueft and alliances, {welled to vaj} and
unwieldy empires,

I3
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THis feems clearly to have been the'origin and
natural progrefs of civil government among men,
And, indeed, it is fo neceffary in order to the main-
taining of peace and order in the world, that the leaft
refle®tion may convince us of its being an ordinance
and inflitution of Gon, for the being and well-being
of civil fociety. ‘ ‘

Nowr are we lefc mertly to confecfure, or to the
dedutions of reafon, in this matter.—~Gop’s fpecial
appointment of Jeaders, judges, and kings in the’
Jewith nation,—~—the exprefs laws and rules for civil
government laid down i the code-of Mofes,~—and
the frequent injon@ions of fubjection and obedience
to civil rulers which we find fcattered up and dewn
through the whole Fewifh and Chriftian revelations,
put it beyond all deubt that *‘ the powers, awhich are,.
whether beathen or Chriftian, are ordained of Gop,™
that all lawful civil magiltrates are bir minifiers and
Jervants——and that their perfons ad characters,
(fo far as they ac up to the defign of their office) are-
Jfacred and very refpeliable.

THe words of my text from Sz, Peter, may be
confidered as exac?ly parallel, to the before cited and
illufrated paffage borrowed from St. Paal's epiftie
10 the Romans. ** Submit youtfelves unto every or~
dinance of man, for the Lorn’s fake : whethiér itbe
to the king, as fupreme, or unto govermors, as unto
them that are fent by bim, for the punifhmeat of
evil-doers, and for the praife of them that do well.”™

In thefe words, we are led to obferve and confider
the four following things,
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1ft. We have the obedience of the fubjec? enjoin-
ed: ¢ Submit yourfelves unto every ordinance of
man,” ' ,
2dly. WE have the object of this obedience or
Jubmiffion pointed out: “ Whether it be to the king
as fupreme; or uato governors, as unto them that
are fent by him.”

3dly. WE have the motive of this fubmiffion or
obedience urged: ** For the Lorp’s fake.” And

4thly. We have the ¢ffce and daty of the civil
magiftrate laid down and explained : * He is or-
dained for the punithment of evil-doers, and for
the praife and reward of them that do well.”

I noee it will not be deemed inconfiflent with
my office and charater, as a minifler of that Jesus
¢ Who is the King of kings and Lord of lords, by
whom kings rule and princes decree juftice”—if I
attempt briefly to expluin and illufirate thefe words
of his holy apoftle, and endeavour by divine affiftance
to fhew you in the

1t. Prace, (according to the methdd prdpofed)
““ What is implied in that fubmiffion, which we are
here commanded to pay to a Jewfu/ and faith/ul
ngn&racy “* Submit yourfclves unto every ordinance

" of man.” -And

1ft. It undoubtedly implies a 4igh ¢ffeem and re-
Jpet for their perfons and charatters. ‘“ Honour thy
father and thy mother,” is the exprefs injun&ion of
Gon in the fifth commandment. By father and me-
ther here are meant all fuperiors whether of a natu-
ral, civil or religious kind, So that as we are by
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this commandment bound to honour our natural pa-
rents, we are equally bound to hosour civi/ magi-
JSlrates, who are our eivil or political parents,——
who, (where they a worthily) are jultly entitled to
the amiable and endearing charalter of fathers of
their country, and whom Gop honours with the title
of nurfing fatbers of his church (4). There is fome-
thing, methinks, very friking and engaging in the
title of father, which the Chinefe give to their em= -
peror, andio his confidering his f{ubjeéts as kis c4i/-
dren, whom he is bound to cherifh, defend and pro-
tect with a paternal care and affettion! St. Paul
commands us to ‘‘ render unto all their dues ; ho-
pour to whom honour, and fear to whom fear is due,”
which is plainly meaat of the civil magiftrate (c), aod
that noble compendium of our duty, laid down by
St. Peter, exprefsly enjoins us; * to fear Gop—
Jove the brotherhoed——and honour the king (2).”
INDRED, this civil honour which we owe to the
magiltrate, is a debt juflly due to the dignity and ufe-
JSulnefi of his office, as the minifer of Gov, invefled
with bis authority, and charged with bis commifion,
~——All good and wife and ufeful members of fociety
deferve a degree of our efteem in proportion to their
ufefulnefs to fociety ,—and how much more * thofe,
whom Gep hath.delighted to honour” by conferring
upon them #hat part.of his own image which confifts.
in power and dominion over otbcn,-——efpecially, if
they ufe this power #0 the glory ¢f Gop and the good

(%) Ia. xlix, 23. (c) Sce Rom. xiii. (d) 5 Pet. ji. 17,
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of their fellow creatures ? And hence appears the
reafonablenefs of that honour and efteem which we
are commanded to pay to a Ia'wful and fmlé/‘al ma-
giftracy.

No'w, this bouoar thould fhew itfelfip a ﬁlml re-
Spediful and dutiful behaviour to our civil rulers——in
a tendernefs of their reputation, a free and chearful
acquiefcence in their judgments and determinations,
and in giving them al/ thofz titles, and paying them
all that refpec?; which their dignity, ufefulnefs and
Superior place demands,

DirECTLY contrary to this duty, is that detefi-
#ble and rebellious practice of defaming and flander-
ing the civil magiftrate, undervaluing his perfon, and
putting the worft conftru@ion on all his condu& and
determinations. ‘This condut has a natural tenden-
cy to deftroy all order and authority in the world, to
draw fubjects from their duty and allegiance, and to
introduce univerfal diforder, anarchy and confufion
into civil focicty, We are exprefsly forbid *“ to
fpeak evil of the rulers of our people, or to bring a-
gainft them a railing accufation (¢).” And thofe are
Jjultly ranked among the wickedeft of men, who de-
Jpife dominion and fpeak_evil of dignities : ¢ Pre-
Jumiptuous are they (fays the apoftle) and felf-willed,
they are not afraid to fpeak evil of dignities, who
fhall utterly perifh in their own corruptions (/).

2dly. Tuis fubmiffion to the magiftrate implies
ebedience to bis laws, fo far as fuch obedience may be

(¢) Exod. xxii, 23. Judever.g. (f) 2 Pet.iiv 10
Jude ver. 8.

\/
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confiftent with that duty which we owe to Gop the
great goveroor of the world. This is the principal
part of a fubject's duty, and indeed withoyt it any
other kind of fubmiffion can be of no avail.

-To ferape and cringe to magiltrates—to give
them Jofty titles, and pay them fwelling compliments,
without paying any regard to the laws by which they
govern, is to pretend an cfleem for their perfons,
while we. de/pife and abufe sheir leasful authority—
the. only thing whicls entitles them to our honour, 4y
magifirates. Therefore, the apoltle Paul commands;
“¢ Let every foul be fubject unto the higher powers.”
And why fo ?=—** Becaufe the powers that are, are
ordained of Gop—and therefore, whoever refifteth
the power, refilteth the ordinance of Goo (g).”

OBEDIENCE to the reafonable laws of the mgi«
firate is alfo, doubtlefs, principally intended, in the
words of our text: ‘“ Submit yourfelves unto every
ordinance of man;” i.e. to every awell ¢ffablifped
law of that man who is in laful power.

. INDEED, power in the magiltrate plainly fuppofes
the duty of obedience and fubmiffion in the fubjed;
and, as #his power and aatherity is conferred by Gov,
our obedience to the civil magiftrate has in it the pa-
ture of a religious duty ; fo that (as the apoltle fays)
awe mufl needs be fubjec?, not only for awrath, but
Jor confcience fake (b).

AnD hence appears the crime and guilt of rebels,
of all who are enemies to civil government, of all

(£) Rom. xiii. 1, 3. () Rom. xiii. 5.
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who difabey. or refsft the authority of the civil agi-
fhrate, or raifé difaffe@ion in the minds of fubjeQs to
their lawful rolers.  Such men refift the ordinamoe of
Gop, and they that continue thus to refiff, fhall (as
the apoftle fpeaks) receive unto themfelves a ju/f and
deferved damnation (#).
- gdly. Txrs: fubmiffion to maglﬂratu xmphes in
it, *“ A ready, and chearful payment of their dues.”
Government is ‘a Jaborious, expenfivé thing, and no-
thing can be more equitable, than that thofe who at-
tend wholly to the cares and concerns.of government,
" fhould be chearfully and generoufly reimburfed and
rewarded by the fubje@. * The labourer is worthy
of his hire.” ‘The minifler of Gop, and the digni-
fed fervant and benefalor of the public, is intitled by
the laws of equity 0 an denousuble and liberal ap-
pointment from that public over whofe interets he
watches with an gffduous, a paternal care.—~* For
this caufe (fays the apoftle) pay tribute alfo: for they
are Gop’s sinifters attending continually upon this
very thing ——namely——to promote the good of fo-
ciety. And therefore he adds: ‘“ Render unto all
their daes, tribute to whom tribute, and cuftom to
whom cultom is due (#).”-—One captioufly afked our
Lorp, * Mafter, is it lawful for us Fews, to pay
tribute unto Cuaefar, a Roman governor ¢"=—Qur
Saviour anfwered to this queftion by calling fir a
penmy—=and atking ° Whofe is the image and fuper-
fcription 2”"~—They faid onto him, Caefar’s.” ‘Thea

(#) Rom. xiii. 2. (k) Rom. xill. 6, 7,
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faid hé unto them, ** Give unto Caefar, the things
ghat are €azfar’s : q. d. it appears by the current
‘money among you, that you are Caefar’s fubjedls ;
why therefore flrowld you difpute paying tbat tribute
‘which you. juffly orwe to your lawful fovereign P~
And upon another occafion, we find him aworking a
oniracke, rather than Caefar’s tribute thould not be
‘paid by bim and #is difciples (/).
- 4th.  Tue fubmiffion we owe to civil magiftrates,
implies in it, a vigorous vindication and defence of
their perfons, honour, and jufl prerogatives in the
time. of danger. We have a fine leflon of this daty
in that pointed reproof which David gave to Abner,
Saul’s armour-bearer, when tis royal mafter was in
jeopardy of his life by sbifbai. * And Devid faid
to Abner, Art not thon a valiant man ? and whois
fike thee in ifrael 2 Wherefore then haft thou not
kept thy Jord, the king; for there came one of the
people in to deftroy the king, thy Jord. This thing is
not good that thou-haft done: as the Lowrb liveth,
ye are worthy to die, .becaufe ye have not kept your
mafler, the Lorp’s anointed (m).”

1T is furely bighly equitable that we thould protet
and defend the lives, bonours and juft prerogatives
of thofe who are the guardians of our hives, proper-
tier and liberties, civil and religious,

sthly., ANoTHER important duty which we owe
to'a lawful and faithful magifiracy, is prayer and
tdunkfgiving to Gob for them. Civil government is

(}) Sce Mat, xvii. 27, (m) » Sam. xxvi. 15,
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{oext to the everlafting gofpel) the greateft blefing
that ever Gop vouchfafed to the children of men—=
and thereforein a particular manner, claims our gra-
titude and thankfidne/fs to the Father of mercies, and
the Author of every good and perfe&t gift, The right
difcharge of the magiftrate’s duty, alfo, requires
much of that /ight, auifdoms and prudence which
cometh from above, and which is the fpecial gif? of
Gop. When the Almighty encouraged Solomon *‘ to
afk from him, whatfoever he would have ;’—So/s-
mon never gave a higher proof of his wifdom than in
the requeft which he made—"*¢ Lord, fays he, give
unto thy fervant ¢x underfianding heart, that I may
judge thy people; and that I may difcern between
the good and the bad: for who is able to judge this
fo great a people () ?”

Now, as it is the higheft wifdom of every ma-
giftrate to make Solomon’s choice, and to implore this
bleffing at the throne of grace—* Loarp give me
wifdom; give me prudence; give me a wife and un-
derftanding heart, that I may judge thy people, and
be capable, in all cafes, to difcern between the evil
and the good ;”—fo *tis the duty of every fubje&t to
implore thefe bleffings for their magiftrates, And this
is what the apoftle ftrictly enjoins (0); *“ I exhort
that prayers and giving of thanks be made for alt
men; for kings and all who are in authority, that
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godlinefs
and honefty.” So much then for the duties implied

(») x Kings iii, 7,~=10. (o) 1 Tim, ii, 13,

Vo, II, K
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in that fubmifion we.ome.v0.a lawkyl. snd faithfnl sage
giltracy. Proceed wemow. . -

Idly. To coafider f° the M[m fo w&m t»
fubmiffion is due; “* Whether, (ays. the apofle it be
dato the 4ing, as fupreme, or Wato gowernors, a6 unig
abem that are fent by him.”’~+The apofite Peter hid
«doubilefs particlady. in iy aye, she Romwan enparor
#od the gowermors of the pupinges, ander whom the
Chriftians (to whom ke wrote) limedmrand 49 whom
e ftrictly enjoins tém &atifyl fubmifiion. and. obedjr
£ECC,

In generab: by ““the ‘% an fupreme,” we.asq
uadoubtedly toundesftand the dighe/l rand and. order-
of civil rulges.in ang: aupice,, kingdow or sommene
awealth—whether. it be kings,. in. monapehies~—ox.
chicf flates, in republics y~—or nplles, in arifiosrar.
cies,—rAund by ** gevemem,” all, infesior magir

Jfirates, deriviagitheir-power from dizgses thele that,
are fuprems, and exergifing it, undar; csrtain limitar-
xions, Qyer, fmallen parss o difbriths- of ftaies, ox,
kingdomssow~ally .in fiost, who. are: ynder Aings o
fiates, and over gsy——who enjoy any.dgsgree of civi
hanour, or fallain goy meafure of civil power v A4lj,
Juch are compprehended noder this plural title, ‘g
vepnors,” who are fens- by himr—i. e, by the &ing;,
or JSupreme. pouierwrand therefowy nato ok fush da,
sye, owg the fefore~explained lhwiion and alrdigpsa
" ip: theic relpeitive places; and Bations;: -fbs- thegt ase
the miniftess.of Gop, fent. fan the punithment of awk
- gloers, and for the praife and reward of them that dg.
#cll—Rpt ] hafles, ip the '
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NId. PEacs, to inquire, what fliould be the grear
-and Jeading motive of our fubje@tion: and obediende
-to.the civil magiftrate, - . }

T re:grand motive heré urged, is confience, or a
regard o the divise will and sdchority: * Submit
yourfclves unto .every ordinance of manm, for the

-Lord's fake I’ A powerfiil motior this, my brethren;,
for the fubmiffion and obedience of fubjedts, and
which no real Chriftian, methinks, can gainfay ot re-
-t For the Lord’s fake, (23 well for your own fakcs,
and for the fake of vivil focivty) fubmit yout[tlves.”
This word carries in it the awhols Aveight of Chriltian
duty, and dindr it upon- confiience! for the main
ground of buman authsrity, is tkat intereft whicl
divine amthordty has in it. The ordinances of human
government, altho”executed ¥y men,” who are chofen
by their fellow men, is yet of Wivise original,—de-

_rives its power and efficacy from Gop 5 and therefore

Gobp fhould be principally regarded in it, * The
Jjudgment is the Lord’s ( p).” Weare principally to’
“ebey GOD, in obeying the magifirate : for it is ** by
hin (b kingy rule, and princes decree juftice,” He
-#s-the dirthor and fountain of civil power : magiftrates
are only minifters of it.—He 'is the caufe and firJ?
“miover : théy, only inftrurenis,

Ir we onb obey magiftrates becaufe of the 4s-
pours and diflinctlons with- which they are cloathed
as40r marely becaofd of their pauwser to execute wrath
‘on-e¥il doers~a~our obediehce is very defetive, and:
: (#) Deut. i 175!

K 2
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arifes from very Jow and unworthy motives. - Frae,
indeed,_ power is conferred.on the magiftrate, that e
may enforce obedience on evib-doers and: refractosy
members of fociety. ¢ Whereforey. fays the apoftle, -
we muf? needs be fabjed famavra?h”’ (or becaufe the
magiftrate has a power to punith :}—~but- not for
wrath only ;- but alfo, and more efpecially ** for con-
[eience fike’——or,, whichis the fame,—= for the
Lord’s fake.” ; . . :
THi1s, my brethren, is the bighe# and nobleft mo-
tive of fubmiflion add obedience in fubjacts, and tranf-
forms their Jopalty and ebedicnce, into a Ghrifiian
and: religious duty. 'We are to obey magiftrates
chiefly. as they are the muniffers of the moft bigh
Gop., Weare te view Gop-in them, and fubmit to
the divine authority, in fubmitting to theirs. So that
itis not fo much the perfor of the magifiraze which-
we honour and. obey, as: his offce-and aatbority.
This annexes a kind-of facrednefs ta his: perfon,
which is the chigf; if not the only thing which claims
our honour, fubmiffion and obedience, as fubjects.
AND here we are naturally led to.obferve, how
wmuch this confideration tends to humble the pride
even of the higheff rauk of magifirates,—* I have
faid, fays the Almighty, that ye are godr: but ye
thall die like men, and fall like ane of the princes (¢).
THE bonour and dignity of magiftrates is indeed
‘wery great, butiit is whelly borrowed from Gop.
It is he alone who hath' caufed them to differ from
.others. They are indeed as godr upon earth, but they
(¢) Phl lxxii 6. :
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‘muf die ke men, and give au awficf and inpar-
fial aceount of the impertant trult committed to thvens,
€rowns are glittering ornaments, but they are alfo
lexceeding Aragy a0d powgeroys ;- and Gob patsets
whonsyon.aad taketh thaw off wien ho pleafes. As
Mo phanets bamow sheic light from sbe fun, fo magi-
Abeatey devive all theiv. pesoer, dignity and grendear
Jrem Gop, aad held them merely a by pleafure,
“ Prometivn comvesh neither froan the eg/Z, nor from
4he wef, nor from the /ousk; -but:Go is the padge::
He putteth dows oue and raifesh wp anothey (£t
* Magjltvstes; conld havesno power oc bonear at all,
-execpldd Were giten shem figny abeve: for the Moft-
High: roleth ia the kingdor of men, and giveth it-tp
‘whomfoever hé pleafeth {¢).*‘—Be wife naw, there-
Sore, ye kixgs ; be.inllrudded ye fades of the-carth;:
—ferve the Lo®D awith (zar, and rejoice hefore him
with trembling !—not unto yeur/felves, nqs yto yoar-"
SHlves bire oy bis-natye.be 1he glory, who bath con-
Josred. wpan yon all goun: Bowuser, ‘and 4l your power
Tandk who harheppointed that yeur fabjedis hould
Sobmis sheralslvonunroyou—not far. your own fakes,
-bay for oenfCisnde [k, awd for the Lord’s fake.:
unto whom appertaineth a// glory, honour, dvminiop:
and power, both in-bravan apd: on.the earths:

+, hsswar fldld beg the pasienceiof my hearers, while
“k-briefiy-copfidar in dhe-.

~. 3¥dn Aan-kit phke,- thﬂoﬁu aad M} ofd;c
Wﬁmw liddown in our tewt. ‘° Heis ordained

(=) B I, 6, © 68) Danc i age lqhn 3. 330
K3
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‘of Gop, and fent by the 4ing, for the punithment of
.evil doers, and the: p\'«ife'and nward of fuch as d»
well.

By evif doers we: are uudonhediy to underftand

l" thofe who are enemfes t0 the peace, tranquillity
‘and profperity of theiftate';=—and chefe are princi-
pally fuch as publicly violaté and: tranfgrefs e faws
of Gop, (which are, or at'leaft ought to be, the
- foundation and ground awork of all bumuntews). If,
therefore, a/# civil Arw and jaflice is buile. upon the
‘taw of Gop as its foundation, confequently o// thefe
.ave to be repeated evif ‘dvers, and-enemsies to- the
peace and bappinefs: of the flate, who profasely . vio-
Tate the divine laws, and saght to be punithed by the
‘magiftrate accotdiag to the tenor of his office: aff
who deny or dlafpheme Govy who negle@?, corrapt
or abafe his wasthip; who prg‘cmobu mame, or kw*
bks fabbatbs.

‘Ir any thould afl, * How the magﬂhte s pumfb»
ing fins committed againft the frf sable of the law,
can contribute to the advantage of his governmenr,
which is chiefly concerned about the Aves, properties,

- ‘and reputations-of his fubje&s, which- are all duties
of the fecond table 2" -

1 ANSWER, many wayr; for .o

" tft, Cawn-it‘ be imagined that Gop, who gives
the magiftrate his power for the juniftiment of evi
‘doers, and who i3 jeakous of his own honour above
all things——can it, Hay, be imagined, that this Go»
_is indifferent how little care is taken of the honour of
his mamme, bis. wor/Bip wnd bis fabbaths by the omgi-
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Reate, provided 14e rights of mankind, wormi of the
duf?, are but well gnarded and fecured ?
Can it be thought that it is agreeable to the moft
Righ Gop, to fee the magiftrate folely employed in
-dofendingthe names, éffatesand kvesof his fubjeQs—e
while the facred rights of bt owh Da1TY, are wholy
_ negle@ed and overlooked as no part of the magiftrate’s
econcern ?—Is it at all probable that the High- poffef-
for of heaven and éarth, is pleafed to fee men invef-
ted with his own facred power, wholly bufied in
enadting laws and penalties againft treafonable and
rebellions pﬂﬂri;r‘,- murderets, Mhieves, Sl witnef-
fes; flanderers and: thie ‘Kke——while Bir own facred -
and wenerablz nae is blafphémed, his ordinances ds-
Spifed, and His fabbaths prophancd, withiont the lexlt
notice taken by government, or the lealt exertion of
the civil power ? - It cannot be, my brethren,
2dly. The punifkment’ of ' fivs agaioft the firfk
table of the law, is conducive to the welfare of civil
governiment, th-abmuch as the duties of the fir/F: ta&le,
are a guard to-the daties of e focond
Revricion is the only bond of confeience, and the
only thing awhich. can reachit. A man who is truly
religious, who pays a confcientious regard to the du-
ties of the firft table of the law——will be'a’ peaceable
“and ufefal member of fociety, and a faunch friend
o civil govermrent, oat of principle ;——not becaufe
he is obliged 1o bo fo by the external conftraints of ci-
vi} power,—but becaufe he fears Gop, and reverea-
ces his confcience. '
_ WusrEAs an impiows man whe violages the laws
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,f piety, in the firft tabs,, bas no reférajms of confci-
once, He only foass man, and therefoce, will never
fubmit toany ordinance of man,for ths Kerd's fahke, oc
' for confiance fake ; (whichis the only.valusble prig-
siple of ghedionce to magifieates ;. and withesy whialy
.’wc ee\dsi-be 8o cisil govarnmenty, -
. Hangs it is, that: all wjfe amd prudnt l'gwuwmr'
euu .amaag the begtdews, ever coaited the feff and
Severefl laws againll the contemps of religisn and of
- the gads, amslso chief. pillar andf&cuntyof their go-
| veroment. . -
o, Haxew blgébfw.‘mrj, 1401“0* mdfdlwﬁ
s breaking,. wexe:pmithed -wivh; deagh -by. the: hw- of
AMofasveriad: licgee it is that sl Chrilliae prinees
‘have aver thopght. .it their firf? duiy.ro emalt frid
.haws_and fevere penalkties againll the fume fins, how~
ever popely they have boen execnted .io many pans:
"of the Chrillian warld,. b&‘r‘ﬂ'm orﬁm(»hﬁ ma-
'ﬁﬂmh NP L
. . Tz fecwad: mgf m‘m&me’rd%y Imxe'
fpecified, is *ta ;wifo e, mmrd them- tlmedo
.wel,)” - .
. MAGISTRATER prslfc tbelnhat do uwll, whep
. tbey encpusage thesw by theic/qvour and approbution;
s When they fhew-a peawhiar affeinn.and love 20
: good fubjedis,~—when they promede-them: to places
-of profit and bowour in the (taer—aad efpecially,
- When thay punifh and Jyoeantenance evil doers: fae
tlvu is the moft hesouralde diftinfios- which can be
made between the ¢vi/ and the good, when gooda‘d
Peaceabls flijs B¢ enjoy thefavour of theix. ralersy
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-and the privileges and immunities of the flate,——
while thofe who are avicked and refractory are, dif-
countenanced and punifhed. .

" But Ihave already too. farncﬁvaﬂ'ed o0 the pa-
‘tience of my. heucn, and muft haften to a vexy
bricf

ArrricaTionN of the fubgc& And 1ft, 1f ﬁwﬁ
-#s the office and duty of the civil magiftrate,—~if he
is crdained by Gop for the good of fociety, *‘ to be
a terror to evil deers, and 2 praife and reward to fuch

-an do well,” we ought to be duky fenfible of this grest
blefhog, and sbenkful to Gop for it. * The civil
powers that are, are ordained of Gon.” Uwnto him
sherefore ought to be given the glory of this inftitu-
tion of men,

WEeRs it not for the regulations and refiraints of
¢ivil government, what a wretched world would this
be in which we live? No.man’s life, liberty, cbaras-
.fer, or property would be fecure. TFhe ftronge(t maft
-always-prevail againft the weakeft. The cunning and
deceitful mult ever prevail againft the fimiple bonet
man, The guict and peaceable temper, muflt ever be-
.come a prey. to violeace and oppreflion. The pa/fis-
sate and. revengeful, would kill 4is neighbour on the
_ flighteft provacation.~~And if every man were left 1o
_be his own judge and avenger, i is ealy to fee, how
partial be would be to himfelf; how unfy/f? and inju-
“#ious, 10 others l~—Nay; fo many and great are the
-advantages of civil goyeroment, that the generality of
thofe who have fludied politics, agree, that fyrangy

s prefesable to samarchy ;—i, ¢. that the werfl go-
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vernment in the avsrld, is better than no government
@t all. :
THRO® this ew:_/é and gnmw: appointment _of
‘Gop; the malice, batred, covetoufnefs and amébition
of mun, arcina gremt meafure refrained-——we can
call our wives, our children, and oar poffefions, our
-own j—and. our lives,.Libersics, shara&ers and pro-
perties are inv a great nreafure fecured againlt the at-
tacks of viskence; imgafiice, opprefhon sbd flander. -

" Ir, -thesefore, .we have a:duz value and efrvm for
1this ordinanee of Gob), we will fomanr the civil ma~
- giftracy ;—we willobep sheir reafonablé faws jerive
-will fabruit osrfolves to their Jawkul authority jwwe

will defend their juf? dues ; -we will defend their per-
Jfons and charalers in the adminiftration of juftios—=
and, efpectally, ¢ we will priy for-all in.autlierity,
that they may be faithful to Gop, and ®.2he interefis
-of faciety, that we may lead quiet and peaceable lives
“in-all godline(s and honefty under their adminiftration,
'In a word, we will chearfully obey the apoftle’s exhor—
“tation; *“ we will fubmit to evqry ordinance of man;
-and that too for the Loxp’s fake; whether it be to
-the Aing ds fuprente, ot untogoveraon, as uoto.them
- that are fent by him fo¢ the punifsment of evddom,
*add for the praife of themthatdowelk” -
‘adly. Aw F bate now the bonour of addrefbing
: myfelf “vo Chriftiss thagiftrates, ¥ would beg leave, in
the mofl .bumble and refpe@ful manner, to- do my
"duty, upon this -occafion, by pmting. yowm remem-
brance of gours. - 0 .
. Hoxounswpfirs! yw«bm Iund xhcbuwr,dz»
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dicace and fuboriffion which is doe you from thofe over
whem Gop- hath f&t you,—and the poaser and autbo-
ri#y you have to onforce and-focure this duty from
your fubjed@s. You have alfo heard from whom you
thave derived #bis poiver, and in awhofe caufe you are
to exert-it. ** Th¢ powets: that ave, are ordained of
Goo.,” You-ase the dignified-minifiers and fervante
-of -the moft high Gob. You: bear and refer? the:
image- of. his autbonily, and are honoured with- bis,
bigh commifion. And like him, you ought to be the.
Luerdian;s of focietyand the bencfaltors of mankind.,
Your digoiite: and bonoury are greas ; but great alfo:
asd: exaceding impoxtant 13 your truf. 1f yon feeks
orily'ov principally your owm bonvur, pleafure, inte-:
1/ OF eafe; in the difkcherge of-the magiftracy, yow
difpleafe Gop;.dnd do aot anfwer the defign of bis.
ordinance. “‘ You bear pot the fwoud of civil power-
Jmvain; but aze fent for the punifiment of evid do-
ers, and for the praife and reward of them that de-
aealh”’ R R
You have afa Reand . apha shefe avil doers are; to-
whom your pugifhingi awthiority reaches: they are
7ot only-the breakers;of sthe fx laft commiandments:,
~—the: teanfgreflons agdintd the bomour, raputation,,
chaflity, property, and. lives of their neighbours;——
but alfo fuch, and more efpecially fugh,. as: vielate: they
dubien of picty donuards; Gooy~~~who- blafghesge bis .
name, defpife bis avonfipy. and: profane i fabbaths:
Thefe are rebels againfbihieking of hsaven, and call
for the interpofiton-of the-civil magiftrate to. vindicaes;
she hononr of thedivine lews,: and: afcertain the
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vights of affronted Derry. Thefz are alfo the
greateft enemies of every ftate, as they leffen that awe
and reverence of the Supreme Being, which gives law
to confcience.

I wourp take leave, by offering to your confider-
ation, the inftruions of gcod king Febo/haphbut to his
deputy governors : (¢)——"¢ And the king fet judges
in the land; throughout all the cities:of Fudab——and
faid to the judges—=—<‘"Take heed what ye do: for
ye judge not for man; bat for the Lord, who is with
you in the judgment. Wherefore now, let the fear
of the Lord ée spon you; take heed and do it: for
there is ne iniguity with the Loxp our Gop; nor
refpec? of perfons;: nor taking of gifts. Thus fhall
you do, 'in the fear of the Lord;- faithfully and
aith a perfec? heart. Warn them that they trefpafs
pot againft the Lord, and fo wrath come upon you.
. Deal courageoufly, and the Lord fhall be with the
good.”

May I now be permitted to addre& myfelf to
" your exgs{/emy, in a-more particular manner ?

" THe providence of Gop hath fent you among
vs, diftinguithed by the favour, and loaded with the
honours of your royal mafter, and invefted with
ample powers and full commiffion to be the chief
ruler 6f this people. : :

. % As rightecufnefs exalteth a nmon, and ﬁn isa
reproach’ to any people,” .we make no-doubt but you
will have a peculiar regard to the interefls of virswe
and religion in your government.,~—That you will be .

{t) 2 Chron, xix. §, &c.
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. tefboritaevildotrs, snda pigife and reward to them
Shatadonwiell, Perfaaded df your-excellency’s:abilities
iathe iwruous and: érzpor tamt- fctemce € gaverning,
weerhave et the Jeaft seafon ‘2o dedbt of the uprights
nefs:and integrity.of your:intesitons.

« Buir wedhavs Yl gartber bamdfits 1o hope from
ynnn-nmﬂleaq :Jult emerging; as it.-were, from-one
of the fevereft calamities, with which ever the Cane~
land Hles have been vifited——generally reduced to
poverty, and opprefled with debt——next to Gop and
our gracious fovereign, our eyes are fixed on your ex-
¢cellency, as the only perfon who, by your influence at
court, and the intimate knowledge you have of the
interelts and circumftances of thefe iflands, can make
fuch a reprefentation of them to your gracious mafier,
as may procure his royal favour and indulgence to
this poor diftreffed people.

May your government be fong, ufefil and bappy
amongft us. May you live to fee yourfelf univerfally
beloved and careffed, as the father and friend of the
people over whom you rule ;=—as the bmgﬁz&ar of
the Danifh iflands of America,

1 wouLrp conclude this fhort addrefs by begging
leave to recommend, in a particular manner, to your
excellency’s patronage and protetion, the tawo pro-
teftant reformed churches of this ifland. And I truft
that, by our loyalty to our gracious fovereign, our re
fpect and obfervance to you his dignified minifter, and
our guiet and peaceable deportment under your go-
vernment, we fhall be enabled to merit, as well as to
claim, this favour,

Voc, II. L
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AxD ‘now; that fubjects may learn to :lead il
" more quiet and peaceable ‘lives, in all godlinefs and
honefty, under the privilege and blefling of civil go-
verpment=r—and that al/ who are in authority, may
be flill more faitbful and watchful over the interells
of religion and civil fecicty, may.Gop of his infinite
mercy grant, for thefake of .CarisT,~Amen and
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The Law of CurisT waited for and re-
ceivéd by the Ifles of the fea, from

Isaranm xlii, 4.
w—And the ifles fball wait for bis law.

I T is obvious to every one who reads the prophe:

cies with -attention, that the Spirit of Gobp, by
. which the -prophets ‘were infpired, took occafion, in
all the outward calamities and diftrefles of the church,
to comfort her by glorious promifes of the Mess1an,
¢¢ the hope and confolation of Jfrae/, and the Saviour
thereof.” : ,

" Th1s unhappy people were now at the very eve
of the Babylonifh captivity, which was one of their
greateft public calamities, as a people; and this zruly
evangelical prophet, who was commiffioned occafion-
ally to denounce this heavy judgment againft them for
their fins, had it in charge alfo to pour out the balm
of confolation to the pious among them, in a rich pros
fufion of the cléareff, fuveeteft and moft comfortirg
defcriptions and:prophecies of the Mess1an, that we

L2
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any where meet with in the fcriptures-of the OFd
Teftament.

THE words of our text make a part of one of
thole: glorions deferiphive prophecids, and wehich
fhould be the more peculiarly precious and endearing.
to us, as it points out a period in which we are per-
fonally interefted, and foretels events which qur eyes
have feen in part accomiplifhed——namely, the conver-
Jeon of the Géntiles, 3od the propagation of. thje, gver-
lafting gq/}el to. the ends of the earth, and the ifles of
the fea.

Tue prophet had a commxﬂ'xon, in the fortieth
chapter, to make a glorious promulgation of the gof-
pel; of good tidings of free grace and rich falvation
by CurisT.—In the forty-fir/t chapter, he expofes,
ridicules. and confutes idalayry, 300 cammon alap &~
mong this; profcffing people.——And..in;the prefest
chapter,. he introduces Goo.the, Father as. pointing’
aut his awm:Son, both to Fyws and Gentilgsy as ghe
- preatprophetand Light of the.world a0d of the church,,
who (hould teach the true dolFrine of faleation,  fo-
Yong needed, defired, and hoped for, amidft the dark-
pefs of this warldw~—Hence he takes-eccafien ta ex-
cite the Gentiles . celebratgand, rejoice in this wony-
derful gift of rhis grage conferred: ypon , them—r-
* Sing unto- the LoaD. 3, new, fangs and his. praife.
from the ends of the earth——ye that go dowa to the
fea, and all that is therein ; the ifles and the inhabir
tants thereof.——Let them give glq;,y,,um Ahe:LorD,
and declare his praife jn ihe iflands.r=fon I will bsing
the blicd by .« way, uss; shey, knew ngs ;. lowifl. frad.

e
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them in paths that they have not known : I will make
darknefs light before them, and crooked things
ftraight : thefe thmgs will 1 do unto them, and not
forfake them (a).”=—=And then after thofe encourag-
ing proniifes to the Gentile nations, he turns to the
Hews, and reproaches them with their fupiditn
hard-heartednefs and impenitency, that he might a-
‘waken them to repentance, and enmmulation.

IN the nine firlt verfées, CiarisT the Messian
is emphatically pointed out by his eternal Father—as
‘the light of the wérld and the teacher of the Gentiles';
“ Behold ! my fervant whom I uphold; mine eled,
in whom my foul delighteth : I have put my fpirit
‘upon him, and he fhall bring forth judgment to the
Gentiles,”—CurisT, altho’ in his divine nature he
is Gop equal with the Father, yet as man and med;-
“dtor, lie a@s in fubordination to him, and is truly 4is
Jfervant in the great work of redemption.—For this
‘purpofe Goo hath chofen him, upholds bim and fur-
nifbes him with the Spirit without meafure, to qualify
him for this important work, The voice from the
‘excellent glory, at the time of our Saviour’s baptifim,.
‘when he was eminently confecrated and fet apart to
the work of redemption, feems to allude direé’tly 1)
‘this paflage—"*¢ This is my beloved Son, in Whom I
am well pleafed; hear ye him !”

In the fecond and third verles, the genius of the
Mefiab’s dotrine, and the meek, mild, compafionate
~and benevolent method of his teaching, are beauti-
fully reprefented. ¢ He thall not cry, nor lift up,-
= (a) 1L xlii. 10, 11, 13, 16,

L
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agr caufe his voice to be heard ip the fireets.—4e
bruifed reed fhall he not break, and the fmoaking flax.
fhall he not qucnch, till he fhall bring forth lnd.gmen;
wnto victory.”

In the fourth: verfe, we h:wc the zeah d:lcgem:a;
prﬁmramx and abandam /'ucceﬁ ‘of this dwme teach~
er, until he fhal] have fully accomphfhed the ‘emd o
his miffion, and planted and ¢ffablifbed his inflity—
tion in. the whole earth, and in all the ifles of the:
fea: ¢ He fhall not fail por be difcouraged,. till he:
have fet judgment in the earth ; and the ifles fhalk
wait for his law 1”—repeated again with fome varia~
tion in:the_fxth verfe. below~—*“1 the Lord have cal-
Ied thee in rnghteoufneﬁ, and wnll hold thine hangt
and will keep thee,. and give thee for a- covenant of
the people; for a light of the Gentiles I”

BeHowLD ! my. brethren, this fcripture is this days
in fome meafure fulfilled in our ears, and before oyr-
eyes;—CuR1sT, the glorious, the Iongpramggd andk
dong expected Meffiab, hathi been given fora covenant
of the people, for -a light of the G'e;wle.r, and the
ifles (far diftant from the fcene of hls facrifice, to-
the north, and to the fouth, and to the avefl) have-
nwaited for, and in fome meafure, received bis law)

Gop his heavenly Father, hath already given him:
many of the "beathen for. hiy inheritance, and mlu;h
of the uttermoft parts of the earh for his pofiéfion ;—
and we are encouraged to wait, with hope and ex~-
pecation, for the: fd) and complete accomplifhment
of this glorious prophecy, ¢ When all the ends of
the earth fhall remember themfdwes and be turned to

A
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fhe Lown, and when all the ifles of the fea (hall baw
down before him ;—~when the knowledge of the Loe >
fhall cover the whole earth, as the waters cover the
‘face of the  deep.”’ ,
., O wHaT thefg bappy penods Were advanced e
shat the. mmpp(hp of the crofs were f{pread '—thaﬁ
jthe kingdoms of this earth, were become the king-
dom of thgo Lexrn of bis Cunur ’-—-and that rhe
' ':ﬂ:x—eveu Mtﬁ iflesi in which we live, did nutondy
wait for, but allo cordially and univerfally receive
his law, and put themfclves usder his wife and bappy
goyemment-—lﬂieu. L
s fanher ‘impraving this- fuhge&. I fhall ﬁq/i ({\r
e divine affiltanee) a little illufhrate and explain the
vords, and the . dorine which they contain——aod:
_ﬁcomll , make fome pradical improvement of thems
- 1, 1 axa litde to Hlultrate and explain the, words:
of tb; text, and .the_ dodtrine which. they contaim.
And the iffes thali wai for bis law.”
Tn-s moﬁ judiciaus interpreters and feripture cri-
ucs allow that thefe words, in the original, may ad-
mit of two tranflations, and a Jeublc fenfe.
ift, ¢ The ifles (hall 'wauﬁm, or expeci bis law
with defire.”

AccorpING to the Hebrew ndmm, Rerfom are
faid 10 defire, hope for, wifh for or expel® al}. thole
thiogs. which #4ey want er ftand:in need.of. So,.in
an excellive dmught the earth is termed th:rﬂyg as
tho’ it felt the appetite of thirft, and vehemently de~
fired to be refrethed with the rain from heaven.

Maxy of the Gentiles or heatheas feemed to be:
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“deeply fenfible of ‘their want of that true wifdom by
which the way of attaining eternal life mxght be clear-
Iy and fully aid open to them. Their philofophers,
generally fpeaking, earneflly defired ‘o be convinced
of the immortality of the foul, and a future ftate of
rewards for the virtuons.—Andaltho’ they ufed rhany
 §ngenious and powerful natural and maral ‘arguments
“for the proof and eftablifhment of this important
doétrine ; yet they could arrive at no abfolute certain-
t_y, thro’ a defe& of evidence, and rather wi/bed, than
could prove, that the foul was immortal, and that hu-
maa virtue would meet with an eternal reward. * The
Greeks, fays the apofile, feek after wifdom (5)."—
They appliéd themfelves by every human meaus, and
‘to the utmoft of their power, to invefligate trae wif-
dom. -

* Now, as itisevidentthat the doc?rine or Jaw of the
Mess14H can alone exhibitthetrue knowledge and way
of falvation to a guilty world—and ‘as itis manife® by
‘the event, that Gop revealed this do&trineto the Gm-
“tiles to fupply this defectof wifdom, andto inftru@ theth
in the knowledge of falvation and eternal life, which
they fought for in vain, among all their fyftems of
philofophy ;—fo the Gentiles, altho’ ignorant of the
‘MessiaH, and of the councils and prom:fes of Gon,
yet ‘might be faid to wait ‘with defire for the Mes-

s1an’s law, in' ds much as the MessiaH preached

and publithed juff fuch a low and doftrine as they

 meeded, and as they were Liborioufly wifbing and

fecking for among the various difcordant fyftems of
(®) 1 Cor. i/ 2.
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sheir buman philofepby. Confeious of theirown want
of a better wifdom than they.bud: yet attained, they
were earneflly feeking after itr—snd . what other way
this, than that {yftem of divine and heavenly pbijofa-
py sevealed by :the M esaa 1, whickexhibits the srue
natere of Gopr—the \true flate of map~and the
wily way- wherein guilly, finful and poliuted man cam
be reftored toche favonrand.image. of Gov,.snd ade
vanced to- a-ﬂam‘af etemd fdmtx n.m praﬁmoc
mid enjoypmest 7
FHE Gem{in;wgﬂb Wﬁlﬁmm i.ec s

freedom! from nha.paswers. gyilt.aud dominion of fia,
and from that condemnation which: it deferves ;=
but feeing their iy no other-name given under heaven
dmong men, whereby waican be faved, but the name-
of Jesus—peBhor-ig their falvation:iniany otheg—
thereforel they may.te faid by a\vbey maturel andichs
wiaus figier g, 30 haxevxpeied ov-wailtd for. bim rwith
defire... . Thay nepdeskin Mivine prophet; avd 4 Skpir
eur, juft fuch as'Jusws was, anditherzfore he is faid
by the prophet, with:the greatefl-propriety, * ta bav:
been: the gt/ire of all matinns (). .

- Soo muxch; shien. for; the fgd fenfs..of Athe nmd&
which is that exprefled in our Englith tranflayon—ry
#* And the illes’ fhall wait for His Jaws *=—They xhalk
have: obtained fuch 2./zn/a and: coawéivn of the va-
nity and infufoiency. of their philofaphical kaowledge,.
with refped to: the-falvation of a. loft world—and
foch a fenfe of their. #eed: of a olearier and fuller rex
ﬂalaahrof Goo’s will ina mancr of fuch i wyomnct

(b))l’h’-)!i-'p "; e Ve
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a—that they fthall be prepared and difpofed to em=
brace with defire and eagernefs the Mess1an’s doce
trine and law when it comes to be yromulgzted to
them. 8
Axp indeed the rapid progrefs of the gofpel at its
firft promulgation—the joy, defire, and avidity with
which numbers of the heathen philofophers embraced
it, as that very fyflem of divine and heavenly truth
which they had been fo long in queft of—and the ce-
Jerity with which it extended itfelf over. both the
tontinentt and iflands'of the fea—=afford a beautiful
illuffration and firong conﬁrmt:m .of this delightfol
prophefy. Bat

2dly. OTHERS thus tranﬂate the words, “ The
ifles fhall put their hope in his law, or dodrine.”
g. d. The ifles fhall reccive his doctrine with Saith
and hope s they fhall beleve-bis dictrine; and place all
theit hope. of falvation in #hiy faith’; "or, they fhall
find that in the do&rine of the MEs§1an on which
they may confidently repofe ‘their hopes ; that fure
Soundation, that ‘precisus corner flowe, on which
they may fecurely and confidently build up the no-
ble fabric.of their’ heavculy hopes and etermlx expec-
tations, - : :

A% the gmrnu of : thc Gcmla nations in the
true kaowledge of falvation, may.be figuratively faid
to have cried unto Gop for the light of divine zruth;
—fo their miferable, guilty, corrupt, wretched ftate
and -condition, drawn in fuch black and frightful co-
Jours, not only by S, Paw/.in his epiftle to the Ro
mans, but allo by their own pocts and fatyrills, pro-
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Seviour. - -

THis feems ﬁroagly and beauufully dcfcnbed by
the apoftle, “ For the earneft expeQation of the
creature waiteth. for the manifeftation of the fons of
Gop. For.thecreature was made. fubject to vanity,
not willingly, but by reafon of him who bath fubjec-
ted the fame: in hope :. becaufe the creature itfelf alfo
hall be delivered from the bondage of corruption, ins
se the glorious liberty of the children of Gop. For
we koow that the-whole creatien graaneth and tra-
vaileth in pain together until now : and not only they,
but -ourfelves alfo which have the firlt fruits of the
Spirit, even-we ourfelves groan within ourfelves wait-
ing for the 'adoption, to wit, the redemption of our
hdy ( J).”

GreAT was the guilt, corruption and pollution of
the beathen nations.—There feemed to be an earnelt
expedation of the whole creation for the manifeftation
of the fons of Gop——it greapedyasiit. were, under the
epormous load of its guilt and iniquites, and sravai/-
ed in pain for a general reformation ; “‘ to be deliver-
ed from the bondage of corruption, and to be bronght
into the glorious liberty of the children of Gop.”~
The grand prophecies of the Mefiab’s kingdom were
upon the very ‘eve of being accomplithed, and every
thing was ripesing for that glorious event, There
Seemed to be.ageneral defire and expectation of fome
fach mighty and univerfal revolution as that. which
she gofpel produced. The world wanted ﬁwb 2 pre-

£d). Romans viii, 19,~—23.
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Phee a0d divererias ehe Mlopai-sisfchucdIvimein
the revealed—and fuch a reformation as his-dewor v
Luleated, and as his:exanmple poinced owt, /Fbat doc-
#rine, indeed, but:that of the Mefiab, could be the
object of fuith, or the foandation of hspe to's workd
Yying. in wickednefs, arid-opprefied with 'mountainous
foads of puittd—iflis bat the Meflsb,/the. glormmmn
God-man-mediater; who' was ot odly: agpeinted by
Gop, bt alfo able to fave uato the ‘uttetnibll; ‘conkl
be an adequate objoct-of faith, ova fufficient founde
Yion of bope- to {uth -2 world 2—stbar But bis al
atoning [acrifice- could. give: them confidence 'in(thse
preferice of an offended Gon tdWbas but bis sertes-
‘Fious interecfin’ cotld advocate their: Kopelafscanfkt
before the throne of bis mercy 2=—~I¥hirboc the prove
of his all-purifying Spirit, could conquer their; pro-
judices,eradicate their deep-tooted corruptions, eleanfe
their polluted’fouls: dnd rcnewrtham in’ ehe fpmcof
‘theirmind?® - -+ -
11was, tmﬁﬁfe\‘%‘be v-mak') eupmd that,

“when the Gesitile nattivnrtod: e iflks of the fear samme
“Fightly to-uriderfeand aid -apprebend iseirown et
‘edmfs, guilt' atd dunger, and the: glorieus fupply pro-
"vided'in the perfon aud vhe doffrine of the MBss14w,

“for all 'their fpiritual awants and exigenvies, they
" would cordially rective arid embtace biv and hir laey,
-ind ‘confidently repofe!their Liope in'him ; mang plo-
“rious' prophiecies.of Whith event wehave recorded #
“the ‘prbphecies of Hfaiah ~—*In- the laft-days, e
“nicuntain of the- Lorp’s’ houfe fhall be eRablithedon
the top of the moustains,: and' all-nations ¥hall flow
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into it ;~—and many people fhall goand fay, come ye
and let us go up into the mountain of the Logp, to
the houfe of the Gop of Jacob, and he will teach us.
of his ways, and we will walk in his paths ; for out of
Zionfhall go forth the law, and the word of the Lorp
from Ferufulem (¢)’~—Again; *“ And in that day
there fhall be a zoot of Fefz, which fhall ftand for an
enfign of the people ;. to it thall the Gentiles feck, and
his reft fhall be glorious.——And fo in that paffage pa-
rallel to our text ( ) ;—** My righteoufnefs is nearz
my falvation is gone forth, and mine arms fhall judge
the people. A law fhall proceed from me, and I will
make my judgment to reft for a light to"the people:
the ifles thall wait upon me, and on mine arm fhall
they troft, :

IT is remarkable alfo, that when the apoftle Mat-
thew quotes our text from Ifziab, in the tavelf2 chap-
ter of his gofpel——inftead of faying—“ And the ifles
thall wait for his law.”’=—He gives the word this turn

=~ And in his name fhall the Gentiles truft;”—
which, we may be fure, is the #rge and genuine fenfe
of the Spirit, in the words of our text,

By the law of the Mefiab bere, we are not to un-
derftand the Jaw of works—‘ Do, and thou fhal?
live ;” but the gofpel Jew, or law of grace, which
runs thus —*‘ Look unto me all ye ends of the
earth, and be ye faved—believe in the Lord Jusus
CHR13T and thou fhalt be faved——the juft thall live
by bis faith.”—=Nor is it in any Jaw or do&rine of

(‘) Chap, ii. 3, 3. (f) Chap. xi. 10,
Voi. II, ) M
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Caxtsr, feparate from Crnisr himfdf; that the:
» Gentiles are 2o traft aod hope for falvation. Noj itis:
in CurisT the Messtau himfelf; as doatained and
Aeld forth in the law of grace, that they are to belivwe,
hope and trufd; us the grund od/ec? of hope and cavle
of falvation.—~It is in the plorious perfor and mewit,
Sfacrifice 408 atotiement, power und Jove of the Mas~
s14H himfelf that they are fo hope—=*‘ th ars
name, thall the Geasiles troft : 'Lock unto me and
be ye faved, all thie ends of the satth : for I am Gob,
and thera is none elfe, a juft Gon, iad a Savioar,
shere is none befide me.~~Bé of gavd courage snd he
- fhall ftrengthen your hedrt, all ye that hopeé in the
Lorp."~—~And therefore B¢ i called, by way of emis
nence, *“ the LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNE 94’ -—=thé
hope of Ifracl and the Savioer ehereof.
Now, in order that the Hles miny fra) tidit for
and cordially receipe the Jaw of Crxrst, the inhabis
tants of them mult be in general poffeffed of the fol-

. lowing qualifications and difpofitions~—in géserdl T

fay; for while the very beft qtidlifications and difpoe
fitions are confined to a fenw individuals only, the mas
jority whio dre deflitute of them, will effeCtually pre-
wvent the cordial receptisn, and free courfe of the gofs
pel, in any place,

it. Tuey maft have 2 da‘rpﬁnﬁ‘bftbe}rgum
and ah alarming apprebenfion of their danger by fm. -
This temper muft neceffarily lie at the bottom of o
religion in finfil guilty creatures which need redemp-
tion and falvation, Before ever religion will be pro-
fecured with vigeyr, deflited with carneftnefs, or made
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& ferivas bufinefs of, its mecefity malt be firlt difce-
vered and apprebended.  * The whole need not a
-phyficiaa, but they that gze fick, and whe now and
JSael thomfefigs to be fo.” The glad tidings of falyg-
-tioa will baye no charms te any but thofe who ap-
-prehend their Joff condition,. The balm of Gilead wilk
afford no confalation to any but. the broken of heart
and wwnded in [pirit, The food of the gofpel, the
bread of esernal life, wil) only be relifhed by thofe
" Who bunger and thirfl after righteoufpefs.

Tns law of CurisT therefore will never be im<
-pasiently waited for gad cordially received in-the ifles:
-==nor will the Redesmer’s kingdom come with power -
-and pressiling efficacy in any place where there is not
oprevianfly excited by the Spirit of Gop a general fenfe

of -their need of the gofpel falvation—a general con<
- ®mic%ion of gwilt avd danger, and a general hungering
and #hirfling after righteoufnefs,
~adly. Axorusr aeceflary qualification is “
proper conscexn for the foul and its eternal falvation.”
-=—While & people contione immerfed in fenfuality
"-e=—or fo loft to all fenfe of the immortal nature and
-eternal duration of their fouls, as fcarcely to admit
' the ponvidion that they haye fouls, or that thefe fouls
" are to exi in a future flate cither of happinefs or
miféoy,~it jsaterly impofbie that the gofpel, which
-entinely addreffes itfelf to the fpiritual and immortal
past of our pature, and which is wholly concerned
abont the giire and falvation of our fouls, fhould ever
-ebtaio aoy foating amoog them, or meet with any
eerdial reception from them.~—No, mo; thok who
M 2
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are not yet convinced that they have immortal fGuk,
will be little anxious about their eternal falvation.
Ix order to the bearty reception of the gojpel, we
-muft be al/ alive to the bopes and fears of immortas
~ lity. Our fouls muft be confidered as our mof impor=
sant realities; and their eternal falvation, as the fum-
mum bonum, the chief good of our natures. We muft
be perfuaded that we are not mere mufbrooms of
Epicurus——mere brutes of an erec? poffure and dif-
ferent fhape from others——but that we are immertal
beings, bound to am endlefs duration ; and that it
bighly, yea infinitely imports us, to prepare in: the pre-
Jent flate for an eternak confeious exiflence. This cone
viction will give a reality and importance to-religion
which we never felt before—and will inclise us
give a fober attentive hearing to the gofpel of Curist,
which propofes bleflings of eternal moment to the
foul, : :
3dly. ‘Fuuss qualifications and difpofitions;where
shey truly exifd, will produce feveral others which I
have not time- particularly to enlarge en——for in-
fance—a full and true conviction of the fouls im-
morial nature and duration, and of its imminent dan-
ger of endlefs mifery thro’ guilt and defilement; will
, maturally excite an anxious defire to-know the way-ef
falvation.—~The glad tidings of the gofpel will be
exceeding awelcome to fuch a people.—They will /o-
licitoufly defire to- be acquainted with the perfon and
offices of the glorious Redeemer, and the whole ex-
tent of his faving plan, in all its parts and dependen-
* ¢ies.~=FHe will appear unto them, the pear? of grest
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prite, the dreafure hid in a field, the chief among
-ten thonfand, .and altogether lovely.

. Anp as the hearts of fuch a peapile will be fet on
the gofpel treafure above every eartbly concern; fo
.#ke gofpel, the field in whichshis treafure is hid,—
:the zahinet” which contains this pearl of great price,
-yill be exceading precious to themserthey will fet
8 bigh value upon the:doly feriptures, which exhibit
ang bold farth this Saviour zad his great falvation;
THE ordinances alfo, and all the means of grace
.which tend to put them in poflefion of this treafure,
they will prefer even totheir neceflary food===and
will be ready to cry out .with beast-felt' rapture—-
* How beautiful-ave the fect of them that preach the
gofpel-of peace, and bring gladtidings of good things +”
=—~Among fuch'a people, there will be an univerfal
dehire to hear the gofpel——to frequent ordingnces,
and 1o profit by every means of grase. The concerns
of their fouds and ctarnity will bave an cvident pre-
JSerepce to the concerns' of sheir: bodies and of the
things of time snd fenfe. Religion will be no' more,
among{ucha people, & mere matter of form, a buff
nefi- by the bye, but the great leading bufinels and
eancern of life 5 the one thing needful, about’ which
their choiceft thoughts and cares will be chearfully
and diligently employed.

- SUCH, 7y brethren were tbequa{g‘ﬁcariam and dif-
pofirians which prevailed in theearly ages of Chrifti-
anity, when the gofpel had free courfe and was glo-
xified,. and when pations were born, as it were, in‘a
day! :
M3
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-WitH fuch difpofitions did the continents.of A~
JSa, Africa and Europe, the ifles of the Archipelago.
and Britain, receive the truth in the love of is, fhort-
ly after its firft promulgation.

Suck was alfo the ardour with which mankind
received divine truth, at the dawnof the Reformation;
and with.fuch difpofitions, indeed, muft it be re-
ceived and eotertained, wherever it will have free

" courfe and be glorified. But I now proceed to fome

ArrricaTiON of the fubje®. We have been -
confidering, my brethren, this glorious predi®tion—
¢ That the ifles thall wait for the Messian’s law,
and that in his name fhall the Gentiles eruft,”  /

WE have feen this ancient propheey: already in
part fulfilled, and have ourfelves tafted, in part, the
fruits of its accomplithment. We our/felves are the
the pollerity of #bof very Gentiles~—we are the chil-
dren of thofe very ifles, to which, by the grace of
Gop, this law of the Messiau- has been early tranf-
ported. Through the tender mercy of Gop; this .
mercy promifed to the father's of the Jewifh charch,
has been performed to our Aeathers anceftors in the
ifles of the fea.—¢ The day fpring from on high vi-
fited them, giving light to thofe who fat ia darknefs,
‘and in the fhadow of death, to guide their feet into
the way of peace (g).”—=The fame glorious kight
bath alfo accompanied and followed us, their chil-
dren, to thefe far diftant ifles. The fuo of righteouf-
nefs hath arifen in our hemifphere (once the dreary
abode of Pagan idolatry and barbarous mnnets) and

“) Lm ln 18-
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- fhines opon us with diret rays.—In one fenfe, thefe

aweflern ifles may be faid to avait for the Meffial's
daw—2and, in anatber fenfe, they may be faid to have
received it.

Ir the immortal nature, infinite value, and end-
befs duration of our feuls ;—if their guilt and pol-

“dation avd the danger-they are in of eternal perdition,

may be plead as reafons why the gofpel fhould be
dear unto us, and fhould be cordiaky received by us,

.we furely have' them to plud as much as-any peoyle

under heaven..

- Bur it may perhaps be piuded ¢ Haye we not
alnady received the MBssian’s law, and fubmitted
ourfelvesto it 2”"—"This is indeed the prond interefd-

- smg queftion upon which our everlafting fates are fuf-
.pended ¢ but, my brethren, can it be fairly determined

inthe affirmative ?—**.Whatis it to embrace it ia the
love of it, and cordially fabmit ontfelves to its yoke I
- WiLL our having been baptized in the. name of
CurisT, prove this?==Will a bare, formal, luke-
warm profeflion of: Chriffianity, in contradiftintion
v0: Paganifin.or Mabometanifin, prove it 2—Will' a
profeffed adopting the morality of the gofpel, while
we daily violate and dithonour its laws by fwearing,

-intemperanae, [enfuality, uncleannefs, flander, co-

wvetoufnefs and difbonefly, prove it ?—Will a cold
and difgufiful attendance on the public Chriftian wor-
fhip twice or thrice a year, when we have nothing
elfe 1o do, and nothing elfe to enjoy, prevent it ? ks
this agreeable cither to the important nature of reli-
gi0a, o110 the vglue and ftcem which good men in oll
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Rges have fet upen-it ?=——Can perfons be faid toJoke
~ Curist above all things, to efteem him as the peasl
of great price, 88 the chief among teo thoufand and
altogether lovely, who care not whether they ever
thear of bis name, and who elleen every hour:they
“employ ia his warthip of time and intolerable con-
Sfinemant 2=——Can thofe be faid to "have 2 zeal far
the divine glory, who tever attend divine ordinances ?
——Can thofe be faid to delight in the Redeewer’s
- Jaws, who vialate themdaily with cantemptuous pride ?
——What palpable contradiitions are thefe? What
art and fophiltry muft it' require to maintain and
Reep vp @ hope of the gyfpel falvation under fuch an
-inconfiftent profeffion of Chrilliamity as this?

Awnas, my dear friends, if we calmly and impar-
tially confider the prefent Rate of tbefe iffes of the foq;
e which we dwell, we fhall have great reafon to fear
“that the time is not yet come, for their receiving the
Msssiasn's law, and cordially embracingitinthe Iove'
of it, .

None of thefe difpofitions, pmmﬂy negﬂ'ny 10
fuch a glotious event, feem to have taken. place a-

. mongt us,~—Many are extremely unfettled even i
the fundamental principles of natural religion——** the
belief of the fouls immortality ; the moral govera-
mant.of Goo, and a future Rate of rewards and pu-
nithments : aod every flupid Atheifdical awriter or
Jeeaker, who has the hardinefs to call in queflion thefe
eterndl fundamental truths of npatural religion, finds
eafy profelytes among the berd of brutifb fenfualifis,
aad wnprincipled winds, This deflructive delufion
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#s greedily fwallowed by men immerfed in ﬁnfuility
and buried in worldly cares and pleafures, and its
contagion fpreads amvong f# fuch a clafs of men with a-
mazing celerity ; the certain confequence of which
is, an utter contempt for all ferious religion and ha~
“tred of it, as a reftraint on the fuppofed lnberua
of human nature.
AnD befides this kind of fpeculative 4réeiffts, who
feem to fupport themfelves by fome kind of principles
-w==there are a number of prefical ones, who, un-
der a flimfy profeflion of Chriftianity, live in the free
indulgente of every vice.——Thefe are generally ad-
<wenturers, who firangely fuppofe that their whole bu-
finefs in thefe iflands is to make fortunes, without al-
lowing any thing for the chances of mortality (not~
withftanding the uncommonly frequent inftances of
‘it they have daily before their eyes ;-=—of their coun-~
trymen and fellow adventurers fnatched om 2 few
-days ‘warning into-an awful eternity from the midft
of their intemperance, worldly cares, and fenfual plea-
fures)—and who, with a prudence confiftent enough
with all the other contradi®tions of finners, lay the
bufinefs of religion wholly afide, ’till (having once
made their fortunes,) they fhall return, and profe-
cute it at their leifure in their own countries,.——Ano~
ther clafs of men are fo intoxicated with the liberti-
nifm and fenfual indulgences fo fathionable in thefe
unhappy climes, that they have no Jeifure, and much
lef; inclination, to fpend a thought or an bour, about
the melancholy bufinefs of religion. And thus, by
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pne means or another, trae religion feems, at prefeat,
20 be whally out of the queftion amongft us.

Tux vwery ontwerd forms and ordinances of it,
are generally neglecfed and defpifed.  Awd this fiogle
circuntanee renders iz morally impofible, that men
dhould be ever coavinced of its neecffity and impor-
tance.

Bur matters will not always ﬁand thus, The
speriod is already matked out in the book of Gop's
-prefcieace and purpofe, when the ifles of the feg fhall
‘be as gardens of the Loxn beinging forth plams of
-righteoufne(s ;——when they thall recsive the Mzs-
-s148’s Jaw, mot in sere form and prq/'ﬁoﬂ, a8 ROV,
‘but in love aad power.

L& us, at leal, prayfor this bleffed period. L4t
_the united endeavours of all Geb’s people be employ-
-ed to hafien end advanceit; that she glorius king-
-dom of the Msssian may mare felly some, and
-that his wil may be«one on cagh, as it#6 i hoavem

Amen. :
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CREATURES, broken cifterns: Gop
alone, the foumtain of living watess,

from
JEREM, i, 12, 13.

Be aflonifbed, O ye heavens, at this, and be bor-

- ribly afraid, be ye very defolate, faith the
Lowrp: for my people have committed two
evils ; they have forfaken me the fountain of
kving waters, and hewed them out cifigrns,
broken cifierns that can hold no water.

IT is indeed greatly amazing that there fhould be
found any rational creature in the univerfe fo ftu-

- pid, and fach 20 enemy to its own happinefs, as to
forfake Gop—uvoluntarily and of chsice to forfake
Gop, and that toe for lying and deftradive vanities
whith cannot profit~—but muft certaialy prove the
fuin of all who attach themfelves to them, aad: take
op their portion in them! And yet this is, in fac?,
the flrange cufz; the aftonifbing choice and condug,
of mankind in general; a few only excepted, who
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by grace, have been delivered from this awful dela-
fion l—Well may this, indeed, be the cafe of man-
kind in general, when it was the cafe with the gene-
rality of Gon’s chofen, peculiar people, who had ud-
vantages far above all others for knowing the rich,
fulnefs and all-fufficiency of their covenant Gop, and
who were under numberlefs peculiar obligations to
Jove, and choofe, and adbere to him, and ref? and con-
fide in him fuperlatively. And yet this was the cafe
of that highly favoured people in general—* for my
people have committed two evils. They have forfaken
me, &c.”

Tae crime for which Gob is particularly reprov-
ing the Ifraclites here, is idolatry. 'This is indeed
Jiterally to commit the two great evils fpecified in the
text—** to forfake Gop the fountain of living wa-
ters, and to hew out to themf{elves dumb idols, which,
like broken cifterns, could neither fuccour them, nor
fupply their wants.” In order to convince them of
the vilenefs and perfidy, as well as the folly and aé-
Jurdity of fuch a crime—Gop chargcs the proyhet
to begin-

1t. By putting them in mmd of their attachment
to him in the infancy of their ftate; when he took
them out from Egypt, and led them thro’ the wil-
dernefs ; this he calls * the kindnefs of their youth,
and the love of their efpoufals, when they went
after him in the wildernefs, in a land that was not
fown (a).”

2dly. Hg reproaches them with their early for-

(a) Ver. a.
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getfulnefs of their fir/f Jove, and challenges them, i€
sble, to produce fome reafon why they proved fo
treacherous; inftancing fome Temarkable proofs of
their apoftacy, and infinuating fome inftances of his
kindnefs to them, which rendered it very provok-
ing (6).

3dly. He condelcends yet farther to plead with
them, invitiog them to examine even the heathen
world, and fee if any of the idolatrous nations could
afford fuch a flagrant inftance of folly, as they had
committed (c).——Even the idolatrous nations were fo
attached to their own gods, tho’ dumb idols, that they
would by no means renounce them, nor change them
for other idols——yet his own people had changed
their glory, for that which could not profit them.
They had changed the Jiving and true Gov, who
ought to have been their chiefeft glory, for the vani-
ties and dumb idols of the heathen nations, thus
committing Jfpiritaal adultery, doating on other gods,
and going a whoring after them. This is s4as crime,
at the folly and affurdity of which, he calls the hea-
vens to be aftonithed—the angels of light to be hor~
ribly afraid, and very defolate——for that his people
had forfaken him the fountain of living water ;——and
for what too ? why, * that they might hew them out
cifterns, broken cifterns, that could hold no water”’—a
hat they might make them dunghill gods of their
own workmanthip, who have eyes, but they fee not
~—cars, but hear not——mouths, but fpeak not with
their tongue !

() Ver. s, 9. (¢) Ver. 9,~1s.
Vou. IL ~ N
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Avp doubtlefs the awife, and boly, and fhining.
hofts of heaven—=thofe angels of Gop which excel in
{trength, hearkening to the voice of his word~—and:
who are fent forth as miniftring fpirits, to minifter to
their younger brethren of the human race~—are ftruck
at once with borrible aflonifbment and beavenly pity
~~Wwhen they.look down from heaven, and behold——
men—their fellow-rationals, fellow-immortals, and
fellow-fubjects of the great King, aéting fo abfurd and
defperate a part 3s this—forfaking Gop the fountain.
of bleffednefs, and bufied in the ftrange work of hew-
ing them out, and making them creature gods,~—Nor:
does it much alter the eafe, what thefe gods are whick
we make and nvor/hip—=whether they be beauty, pow-
ery wealth, ampition, or lyft.~—Thefe latter idols
are every whit, as ffupid, as emply, as unfit to be put
in the place of Gop, as the former; and as unfit ta.
be the portion of 3 foul. He who puts his confidence:
in riches~~=he who pucfues filthy lufls, or vain he-
noyrs—or the empty thadows of grandeur and am-
bitian as his postion, is as fupid, tho’ net perhaps.fa
grofs and ‘palpable, an idolater, as he who makes an
idol of érafs or woed, and falls down and worthips it
as his god.—All, al}, beneath the living Gop, the
fountain of living waters, are empty idols, broken cif-
terns that can hold no water——equally unfit to be the
objeds of our fypreme love, or the portion and conw
fidence of a reafonable foyl—and all who, forfaking
the living Gob, do put their truft in, and exped their
portion from, fuch things, are grofs idolaters, * wha
have changed their glory for that which doth not
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profit,”—We are here led f7ff, to confider the dif-
ference between Gon, and all creature enjoyments;
confidered as the idols of mens affections and purfuits
s—aAnd, fecondly, to confider the criminal abfurdity
of finners giving the preference to the latter,

It. WEe are to take notice of the difference be-
tween Gop and all creature enjoyments, confidered
as the idols of mens affedlions and parfuits—1 fay,
confidered as the idols of mens affetions and purfuits.
For it muft be allowed, that there is a fenfe in which al
the creatures of Gop are very- goed, and have a ful-
nefi and fuffciency in them every way anfwerable to
the wife defign with which Gop created them. That
avood, out of which the idolater makes a god, and
falls down and worfhips it, is very good when ufed
for fewel, building, or houfhold furniture.~—7%at
gold or brafs out of which the founder cafts an idof,
is very good when applied to commerce, or the con-
veniencies of life.~=That meat and drink which the
glutton and drunkard make their god, and in the abufe
of which they employ their chief care and delight ; are
very good when moderately and thankfully ufed for
the fupport and refrefhment of our bodies, and to
ftrengthen us for the difcharge of the great duties of
life—Thofe natural defires between the fexes,
which the unclean part of mankind abufe to the vileft
purpofes, and which they purfue as their heaven, and
prefer to the favour of Gop, and to the pure delights
of virtue and holinels—are good and even neceffiry
for the formation of families, the propagation of our
kind, and the increafe of mankind.—That monzy

. N 2 ) .
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which, to the covetous and extravagant, is the root
of all evil—thofe riches which by the wicked are
abufed to luxury, violence, oppreflion and a forget-
fulnefs of Gop, and which they do indeed make their
god, by trufling more in uncertain riches thao in the
living Gop, and by feeking, purfuing and fetting their
bearts upon them more than upon Gop——are yet good
and neceffary when moderately ufed, and charitably
and ufefully employed.—That power, honour, ftrength,
beauty and wifdom, of which many makeidols, and pur-
fue and efteem them with.that zea/,. diligence and af-
[ection due only o Gon——are yet gaod in their place,
and ferve excellent purpofes in life.—So that when
wanity is afcribed to the creature, it is not meant ab-
folutely and in all refpects; but only relatively, and
when compared with Gop the chief good, the fource
of good, and the alone all-fufficient and foul-fatisfying,
portion.. To affirm abfolutely that creatures and
creature comforts are not good, is, in truth, to im-
peach the wifdom and goodnefs of Gop, and to fay
that be hath made @ uflefs and unprofitable world ;
—it is alfo to fpeak again{t our own daily experience ;
for, notwithftanding the cur/e which fin. hath brought
upon. the creature, and the thorns and biiers which
our apoftacy hath fown among our fiweeteft eojoy-
sents, yet we are daily talting good and pleafure from
the creatures, and enjoying much of the goodnefs of
Gop in the ufe and enjoymest of them. The crea-
tures of Gob are therefore good, and excellently a-
dapted to ferve the purpofes for which Gop hath
made them ;—or, as the apoftle excellently exprefies
it, *“ Every creature of Gonis good, and nothing ta
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be refufed, if it be received with thankfgiving (4).”
But if mankind will take thefe good creatures of Gop;
and abufe them by making gods of them, and putting.
them in the place of Gop, and fetting their chief af-
fe@ions upon them, and putting their chief truft in
them, and feeking that happinefs and fatisfa&ion from
them which can be only found in and from Gop—
then indeed the good creature, by this abufe of it, be-
eomes naught, an idol, a vanity, an abomination——
and then, thofe who thus abufe it, become idolaters
—changing. their glory for that which doth not pro-
fitr—Tloving and ferving the creature, more than the
Ereator, who'is over all, Gop blefled for ever,—
And of fuch it is jullly faid in our text, ¢ that they
éommit two great evils—they forfuke Gop the foun-
tain of living waters, and hew out to themfelves cif-
terns, broken ciflerns of lying vanities which can hold
no water,”—And it is in this view of the creature,
that the wife man writes vanity upon it——" Vanity of
vanities, faith the preacher, vanity of vanities, all is
vanity and vexation of fpirit”—u/eful, indeed, and
excellent when kept in their place; but flthy idols
and empty vanities, when made gods of by the folly
and abule of finners !”

Now the contraf? formed here in our text be-
tween Gob, on the one hand, and a// creatures and
creature-enfoyments putin the place of Gop by fin-
ners, on the other, is formed on a comparifon be-
tween a continually [pringing perennial fountain of
avater, and a broken ciflern which can hold no wa-

(d) 1Tim.iv. 4.
N 3
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ter. Indeed; properly [peaking, there can be 7o con
parifon formed between the /iving Gop-and creature
idols.~=Yet, as the Spirit of Gop has condefcended
to reprefent this difference, by a comparifon, to the
dull capacities of finners, it muft be confefled that a
more proper, exprefive and fignificant comparifon
could not have been chofen; for this purpofe

ift, Tue bleffed Gop is here reprefented undee
the figure of g fountain.of living water. How beau-
tifully expreflive is. this of the. inexhauflible fulnefs -
and fufficiency of the divine nature, and of that free,.
unconfleained. and exuberant benevolence with which.
his goodnefs flows—inceffantly flows—to.fupply all
the wants, and fatisfy all the jult and reafonable de-
fires of his creatures !: Well may he be compared to
a jbumam of living waters,. * with. whom is the
fountain of life, and at whofe right hand there flow
sivers of pleafures for ever more (¢),”—But, in the
caftern phrafe, * a fountain of living waters” fignifies
a perpetually [pringing and running fountain. which.
never fails nor dries; in oppofition to cifferns, fag-
nant ponds, o fuch wells. and other refervoirs of wa-
ter as do not fend forth ftreams, and as fometimes
fail and dry up——cither by dry weather, or continual
drawing !——Now tbat we may.a little purfue this me-
taphor ;

(1ft). Ir is the property. of a liuing foxntain.of
water to have the fource of its own abundance aithin.
itfelf. Rivers often borrow their waters from a.con~
fluence of the fmalleft {prings——lakes and ponds are

() Phl. xvi. 11, xxx¥i. 7,—9, '
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ofterr fupplied by rivers—cifterns depend wholly up+
on thofe runs and other eonveyances which fupply
them ; but itis the peculiar property of a perennial
fountain to fupply its own water,—It is, i a certairs
fenfe, felf~fufficient ; the head of its own influences,
having a awell fpring within itfelf.——A beauriful fi-
gure this of the divine f24f-/ufffcieney and independence.
Gob being flf-originate, and deriving his being frons
none, has all his fulnefs in, and of; and from him~
felf. He is the uncreated independent fource and
fountain of his own perfe@tion, glory and bleflednefs.
He is indeed, in a very peculiar fenfe, the iving Gop,
who alone has life and immortality, neceffarily, un-
derived, and which: therefore can never be impaired.
Every thing elfe in this univerfe dopends upon him ;
he alone is independent.—In all other beings, beingy
kife, and blefednefs are only borrowed things ; he
alone is the fountain being, the great 1 am, than which
there can be no other Gon !

(2dly.) *T1s the property of a fountain of living
water pever to dry up or be exhaufted. Some of
thefe fountains have fupplied whole towns from time
immemorial, and yet in the drieft fummers they rever
yield lefs water—are never exhaufted.~—How beau-
tiful an emblem this of the uncharngeable, inexbaufl-
able all-fufficiency of Gobp.! Were all the beings
of the univerfe to draw from this fountain, being to
their utmoft capacities, yet could they never empty or
exkaufl it ; but it would flill afford-a fupply for tem
thoufand other univerfes. Here is a fource which
can neves be wafted or impaired—a treafure whick
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can never be drained nor esthaufted, but is ever re-
plenifhed and fupplied from its own exuberant fprings.
This univerfe, with all its various riches and fulnefs,
fprung from it, and yet is not its fulnefs exhaufted ;
but it is able with eafe to produce numbers befides.

(3dly.) It is the property of a fountain of living
water, by its perpetual ftreams, to flake the thirft, and
fupply the neceflities, of all who apply toit. A living
fountain of water, is a conffant treafure, which, as
i never fails, fo it cannot Be confined or appropriated;
but is a blefling common to all, and to which none
can be eafily denied accefs, Wellsr and cifferns are’
the properties of individuals or communities, and may
be fo inzlofed, guarded and d:fended by thieir proprie«
tors, as to exclude all others from the ufe and benefit
of their waters.—But it is not eafy to confine and-
appropriate the ftreams of a living fountain.——Thefe
will make their way over all bounds and inclofures,.
and in fpite of all the attempts of their firft proprie~
tors, will water the fields of others, and offer their
treafures as a common blefling to flake the thirft of
the weary traveller and pilgrim in the way, and fup-
ply the wants and neceffities of the poor and needy
ftranger. Indeed fuch fountains are that bleffing which,
next to the air, cannot be moncpolized or confined by
the hand of avarice, but is free and common to all, e-
ven the moft poor and miferable.

How lively an emblem this, of the boandle’s li-
berality and unreftrained benevolence of that Gop
“ Who is good unto all, who caufeth his fun to thine
on the evil and the good, and feadeth his rain onthe
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juft and the unjuft 2" Not only is the Divine Being
Jelf-fufficient and all-fufficient, buthe is alfo a continual
Jeurce of goodnefi to his creatures. His fulnefs is not
confined to himfelf, as waters to a ciftern which con-
tains them, but is continually flowing out in plentiful
ftreams for the fupply and gratification of an univerfe
of creatures, His goodnefs is fo communicative and
diffufive that all continually partake of it, in all ages
and places of the univerfe, without intermiflion. *‘E-
ven the young ravens that cry, are not neglected.—
All things look unto him, and wait upon him, and he
openeth his hand, and liberally fupplies the wants
and fatisfies the defires of every living thing.” The
pooreft and meanef? creatures are not denied accefs to
the ftreams which flow from this living fountain. In-
deed a/l without exception ov diftinction are invited
to take of this water of life freely, and noneare ex-
cluded unlefs they exclude themfelves. It isa foun-
tain open to a//; ufed by all ; fupplying the wants of
all; and at which the pooref? pilgrim may as freely
flake his thirft, as the mighticf? monarch, or the bigh-
¢ff arch-angel, Blefled be Gob, neither rickes, nor
power, nor honour, nor principalities, nor dominions,
nor wars, nor famines, nor peflilences, nor any other
creature can ftop the fireams of this living fountainm,
nor with-hold its waters from the poor, the miferable;
the awretched, the blind and the naked. Violence
and opprefion, may confine us in dungeons, may filk
our bodies with torture, and finally may cut us off
from the land of the liting—but they caonot exclude
us from this fountain of living waters——which is-everyp
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where open thro’ the univerfe :—they may indeed
cut off from us fome of the fmaller ireams, but they
cannot feal up the fountain.

(4thly.) WaTER is the moft noble and exten-
fively ufeful element, and is abfolutely neceffary to the
life of man, and of all other animals.

How fit an emblem this, of the exeellency and ne+
cefity of the divine goodnefs ? Some things are good
in one refped, and bad in others—are good in fome
times, and circumflances, and bad in others—are
good for fome kinds of beings and would be hurtfut
to others: but fuch is the property of the divine fu/-
nefs, all-fufficiency and commanicative goodnefs that it
fits and adapts itfelf to ecvery nature and every cir<
cumflance. It fupplies the wants, and gratifies the
appetites of the meaneft reptile, of the moft trifling in<

' fect and worm, as well as fwells the joys of thehigheft
arch-angel and feraph. It feeds the young ravens
when they cry, and fupporteth the life both of man
and beaft. *‘ The whole earth is full of the riches of
this goodnefs, and {o is the great and wide fea.” All
ook unto him and depend upon himx; he openeth
his band and bountifully fupplieth the wants of every
living thing, ¢‘ Heis good uato all (who have not
forfeited his goodnefs) and his tender mercies, are o-
ver all his works.” Indeed this goodnefs of the
LoRp, is not more excetlent than meceffary. All are
debtors to it, and penfioners upon it, both for being
and well-being.—/¥ater is not more neceffary for
the fupport of animal life, than the divine goodnefs,
for the fultentation and fupport of all created beisg.
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A1} are derived from it as their fource ; a// hang
‘upon it as their fupport, and all rely on it as their
portion.

So much then for the jufnefs and propriety of the
comparifon here drawn between Gop, and a _fountain
of living avaters :——nothing in nature more fully and
beautifully reprefenting the feif fufficiency, the all-
Jufficiency, the excellency, and the exuberant commu-
wicative goodnefs, of the divine nature.~——We now
proceed in the .

Itd. Pv ace, to confider how juftly all creature
vanities, idwls and enjoyments, when put in the place
of Gop, whien depended on and made our portion and
our confide nce, are compared to ‘¢ broken cifferns
that can hold no water.”” This reprefentation of
creature idols is very emphatical and expreffive~—A
ciflern would have made a good emblem of the crea-

. #are, when compared to Gob the fountain of living
waters :—but to make the emptine/s and vanity of
the creature more clearly and ftrongly appear, it is
here compared, by the Spirit, to a broken or leaky
ciffern which can hold no water. 1f we confider crea-
ture enjoyments in their own place, as fupports and
comforts which Gob hath gracioufly allowed us while
we travel like pilgrims through this valley of forrow
and teavs, towards heaven our Father’s country and
promifed reft—they may be well compared to cif
2er ng——fore—

1ft, Cistrans do indeed contain water which
yields comfort and refrefhment, and fupplies the wants
of man and beaft; altho’ they depend for this water
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on the clouds ‘of heaven, and have no well-fpring
within them{elves :—in like manner the creatares are
fornithed to give us much comfort and refrefhment
in this our pilgrimage ftate.—We receive much of
real pleafure and fatisfation from our food and rai-
ment ; from the gratification of our fenfes and appe-
tites; from beautiful profpecs, pleafant taftes and
fmells, harmonious founds; from the. enjoyment of
our families and friends, and from a thoufand other
objects around us; but ftill all thefe creature enjoy-
ments are like the waters of a ciffern, they are all
derived from heaven, and have no fource in the crea-
tures which afford them. So that as we muft fay in
#ri propriety, ‘ We are indebted to the thowers
of heaven, or rather to that divine goodnefs which
forms them, for the waters in our cifterns, and not
to the cifterns themfelves, which otherwife couvld af-
ford no water ;”"—fo with equal juftice we muft fay,
—*¢ It is not to thefe creatures which, in themfelves,
are but empty ciflerns, that we are beholden for the
comfort and pleafure we tafle from them ;—but to
that Goo who fills them, and makes them comforts
and bleflings to us. 1t is the goodrefs of Gop, and not
their own goodnefs, which we tafte and enjoy in thefe
creatures ; and therefore to his goodnefs it is that we
ewe all the thanks and praifes,~~Have we pleafure
in eating, drinking and fleeping ;—have we pleafure
in health, flrength and plenty ;—have we comfort in
our awives, children, parents, families and friends——
this pleafure and comfort flows originally from Goo,
and is only treafured up in thefe creatures for our ufe,
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s the waters which fall from the clouds of heaven
are colfeGted and contained in a ciftern for our fup~
ply and refrethment.” ‘ ’

Axp indeed true religion inftrus us to confider
all our creatore comforts and enjoynventsin this views,
and to give Gob all the glory of them, as the original
fource from which they fpring—-and to confider the
creatures ## and from which we enjoy them, only
as cifferns which hold and communicate to us the di~
wine bounty. And if we donot thus, ‘we forget Gon
and idolize the creature; we facrifice to our own net,
and burn incenfe to.our own draggs; we forget that
the creature is aciffern, and make it & diving foun-
#oin, putting it in the place of Gon.  Apain

- ‘adly. W may havecifferns,aud yet have nowater.
The clouds may deny, their needed timely fuccours,
and then what are our cifferns but empty tantali-
zing vanities which can afford us no 'refrefhment un-
lefs fupplied frem heaven? Juft fuch are the creatires
when Gop is pleafed to withhold his influence and
ceafeth to make them bleffings to vs. If he is pleafed
to withhold the bleffing of bealth from us, we can
have little or no pleafure or enjoyment from our fen-
fes and appetites. The fineft dainties, the richef} fla-
wours, the moft melodious founds can have no relith
~—can afford no pleafure,—If he is pleafed to with-
hold the blefing of a contented mind, or a peaceful
confcience, the greateft riches and honours, the kind-
eft friends, the moft promifing families, and the rich-
eft abundance can adminifter no fatisfying comfort or
enjoyment——yea ; if he is provoked to withhold his

Vou. II, 0

-
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bleffing from the creatures by our fins, they will eeafe
o be comforts and enjoyments, and will become.cur-
fes, fnares, temptations and torments to us :—health
—riches——children——honour——plenty —all —all
will be fmitten with a curfe, and will encreafe our
guilt and mifery.

INpEED, at befl, the creature, without the divine
blefling, is but an empty ciffern, which can neither
afford us fupplies nor comforts.

Bur if we ftill proceed farther, and feck more
from the.creatures than Gop intended we fhould re-
ceive j=—i. e.~If, making.them our gods, we truft
in them as our portion, and feek our fupreme and fa-
tisfying happinefs from them——we fhall be fure 4o find
them, not only empty, but even broken and leaky cif-
terps, whioh can hold no water. Gobp will certainly
make them fuch to all creature idolaters, who, for-
faking him the living fountain, betake themfelves to
fuch lying vanities, Were men fatisfied to take, and
moderately and thankfully to ufe the creatures for the
purpofes for which Gop appoiated them, they would
find them full and refrefbing cilerns, But if they
il needs renounce their truft and dependance en
Gon, and fet up the creatures in bis flead, and wor-
fhip them as Gop, thus turning their gloryinto fhame,
and prqvoking the moft High to jealoufy by their
adulterous abominations, the Lor D will deftroy their
imagery, canfound their idols, and break their cif-
terns, to their confufion and difappointment. So far
flall they be from receiving that fupreme happinefs
fiom ,thg,et;joympnt of the creature which tl;cy exe
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petted, that they fhall receive nothing but f6rrow and
Shameful difappointment——and that creature, or thofe
creatures, whom they made their gods, fhall, by the
righteons judgment of heaven, become their fpame,
fnare and forment. Such is the danger, as well as
the guilt, of fetting up this world or any of its crea-
tures and enjoyments in the place of Gop, and mak-
ing them our bope, confidence and portion, while we
fhamefully forget the Gop that made us, and forfak-
ing the fountain of living waters, hew out cifterns,
broken cifterns, that can hold no water ! I am now

1ldly. To fhew the criminal abfurdity of forfaking
Gop the fountain of living water, and hewing out un-
to outfelves broken cifterns of lying vanities. This is
a conduc which is faid to aftonifl the angels, and to
fill heaven with horrible amazement—-** Be aftonifh-
ed, O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid
be ye very defolate, faith the Lorp !”
1R, ¥r fhews that finners are brutifh, and void of
underflanding ; that their anderftandings are amaz-
ingly blinded and darkened, fo that they are difquali-
fied from making any right judgment in fpiritual
things;—in thort, that they are, as the fcriptures juft-
ly reprefent them, fools, blind, a people of no under-
Jlanding, not knowing the things of the Spirit of Gop,
incapable of difcerning the things that are excellent,
making a judgment and choice in things of the higheft
- importance, which would be matter of fport and ri-
dicule in the greateft idols and medmen in things of
common concern ! It would amaze and divert all the
world to fee a man in his fins prefer and ¢hoofe a bre-
0 a
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ken leaky ciffern that could held no water, to a /io-
ing feuntain of the pureflt and molt excellent water,
_ whofe waters never fail, but would prove a fupply and
" continual refrehment to all generations while the
earth endured.——And yet, as I obferved to you be-
fore, this is but a very imperfe@ emblem of the folly
and madnefs of finners, who forfake Gop, and take
up their portion in the creatures, A broken ciftern
may be repaised and colle& refrefhing fupplles from
the clouds of heaven; but, if we forfake Gob, we
forfeit all right to creature comforts and enjoyments-
——and they muft prove a cur/z to vs inftead of a:
bleﬂing Creatures can never be more to us, than Gop
-is pleafed to make them ; and at their very beft, they
can never fupply the place of Gop, or be a fatisfying
portion to the foul. At beft, they are but cifferns; af-
fording uncertain and momentary refrefiments at the
will and-difpofal of Gop the liviog founsain : but if
we make them our gods and idols, the Lorw, whe wilt
ot give his glory to amother, or bis praife to graven.
images, being provoked to jealoufy, will certainly fo
break thefe cifterns, and confound thefe idols, that
they fhall never yield us any eomforts; but will prove
briers and thorns and vexations to vs. Our Dagoss
fhall fall, and be broken to pieces before the ark. of.
bis glory !

We laugh at the {tupidity of the Pagans whio
made the gods whom they awor/hipped—and yet we
fee not the vile abfurdity of our own jpiritwal idola-
#ry in fetting up our riches, our lufls, and our crea-
pure enjoyments in the place of Goo, and in beflom-
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ing that love, efteem and affe@tion on them which is
due to Gob alone; * Being lovers of finful -pleafures
more than lovers of Gop, and worthipping and ferv-
ing the creature more than the CreaTox, whois.’
Gob over all, blefled for ever.” -

2dly. Thr's’proves, that the tafte and relith of
finners is wholly corrupted and perverted—that they
‘have no tafte of excellency and beanty, but are in love
with deformity and rottennefs :~——like perfons whofe
‘palates are fo vitiated by a fever, that the fweeteft
things tafte bitter, and the moft naufeous draughts
are relifhed——or like fome perfons who have labour-
ed under fuch a {trange perverfion of appetite, as to
‘prefer clay, or even the moft flinking carrion, before
the moft wholefome and delicious food. Thus the
appetites of finners are fo depraved, that, naufeating
and forfaking the fountain of living waters——turning
‘away with averfion and difgult from the pure and
high-relifhed pleafures of religion and a good con-
fciences=—they greedily drink down the dirty puddle
'of fenfual pleafures, and, like filthy fwine, wallow
in the mire of impure delights. They have loft their
tafle, as well as their underflanding, and are altoge-
ther as an unclean thing before Gop, “ drinking in
iniquity, as the ox drinketh in water.”

Sucs then is the criminal and amazing abfurdny
of the condu& of finful men, who, forfaking the
fountain of living waters, hew out unto themfelves
cifterns, broken cifterns, which can hold no water.
Let us therefore here, by way of

03
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APPLICATION,

1ft. SuEp a tear of forrow and compafion- over
the lamentable ruins of fallen humar nature. To
what a fad and deplorable condition is our boafted:
reafon reduced by fin? How little caufe have we te:
boaft of the digaity of human nature,. and of the ele-
vated and extenfive powers and capacities of thehi-
man underftandiag, when. it muit be faid of every un-
renewed finner, and confequently of a vaft majority
of adult mankind, that they have committed, and are
daily and habitually committing the two great evils
reprefented:to the aftonithment of heaven and earth in-
our text——that, having forfaken G 02-the fempeternal
and never failing fountain. of life,. perfeftion and blef-
fednefs, they are hewing out unto themfelves gods:
and idols among the creatures—broken cifterns of
lying vanities, which can yield no pure permanent de-
light or comfort! Alas! * How is the gold become
. dim, and the moft fine gold changed ! The crown of
glory is fallen from our heads, and woe unto-us thae

" we bave thus finned!” O Juman nature, how
dreadful hath been thy fall? How low and’ abje&
is thy prefent condition ? What a deplorable breach
has been made in thy powers by the apoftacy ? How
art thou fallen from the perfeQtion of thy beawty, and
from the center of thy happinefs ©* What little caufe
haft thou to glory, exult and boaft of thy virtue and:
reafon—(vain and empty names ! }—when this is thy
general condition——to have forfaken the lving, felf
Jufficient and all-fufficient Gov, the exuberant fous-
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tain of all good, and thine only fafisfying portion—
and, for what ?—~What art thou purfuing, having
forfaken him ?—What god, O finner, haft thou put
in his (tead ! What art thou worfhipping, and feeking,
for a portien ?=—0 fhameful to- be mentioned !—A
flthy loft —A fleeting honour {—A golden dream &
~——A polluted, momentary pleafure |~~The acrial
phantom of popularity !=—The favour and efteem of
a blind-polluted fimner like thyfelf '—A poor pitiful
eftate !—And thefz, with the pangs of a guilty con-
fcience, and the approaching terrors of an endlefs:
hell |—Biufh, O, finver, and be confounded at the
-madaefs and folly of fuch a.choice and preference as.
this !~—Mention not.thy reafon, while fuch {ymptoms:
of the moft bratifh flupidity remain upen thée !
adly. Hence we may infer the abfolute neceflity
of a fupernatural power and principle to mend and
repair fuch a radical breach in ovr nature }——Alas !
what can our reafon. do when it is thus befotted and
pervested, thar we. prefer a droken cifiern to the
2IVING FOUNTAIN-—when we prefer creature idols
and vagities to Gob }——No——A ray of light from
this excellent glory, mult fitft break in and fhise upon
8s, and thew us both Gop-and the creatare in their
true natures and capabilities~—what they are in therm-
Sfelves, and what they -are qpalified to be and to- db
anto.us—before we ean make the right choice :—a
Sream from that L1viING sounTArx muft fow into
our bungering and thirfting fouls, before we will ever
beartily choofe and relifh heavenly delights, and pre-
- fer them to the mean, muddy, polluted gratifications
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of fenfual finful pleafures. * The natural man amidft
all the improvements of his boafted reafon, amidft all
knowledge of fciences and refinements of tafte and
genius, receiveth not, relitheth not the things of the
Spirit of Gop :—=they are foolifhnefs to him, neither
indeed can he know them, becaufe they are fpiritually
difeerned (d ).”==In a word, ** Gop himfelf muft thine
into our fouls, and condefcend to give us the light of
the knowledge of his own glory in the face of his Son
Jesus Curisrt, before we will fee him in his beauty,
and, chafing away every rival from our hearts, will
give him the full and undivided poffefion.”

3dly. ‘Anb to conclude : Let us be watchful over
our own hearts, left we provoke the Lorb to jealon-
fy againft us by committing fpiritual whoredom. We
do not, indeed, fall down to idols of wood and ftone,
as the ancient Pagans did; but this notwith{tanding
we may be as great idolaters as they.——Is there no
Iuft, no fenfual pleafure, no creature or creature-
comfort, however lawful or innocent in themfelves,
that we Jove.more than Gop——that we feek and par-
Jze more than Gop—that we defire more than Gop
~—and rather than to lofe which, we would wilfully
offend Gop ?——Let us not deceive ourfelves—this
is our idol—this is our god—and this broken ciftern,
whatever it be, we prefer to the FouNTAIN OF LIv-
NG WATER; thus provoking the Lord to jealoufy
by worthipping and ferving the creature more than
the CrEaTOR, who is Gop over all, blefled for

ever !

(d) 1 Cor.ii. 14,
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LeT us henceforth, therefore, have no other gods
before him, but choofe him as the alone objet of our
fupreme regard and affedion, faying with David,
¢ Whom have } in beaven but thee, and there is none
upon earth that 1 defire befides thee; my heart and
my flefh fail ; but thou art the ftrength of my heast,
aad my portion for ever,”



S ER MO N XXL

The deluding and infatuating felf- blind-
nefs of finners, contrafted with the
omnifcience of the heart-fearching

Gop, from
Prov, xxi. it.

Every way of aman is right in his own eyest
BUT the LORD pondereth the hearts.

T is the obfervation of Gop himfelf by the pen
of an infpired prophet, ‘¢ That the heart of manis
deceitful above all things and defperately wicked (2).”
Of all kinds of knowledge in the world fe/f~know-
ledge is certainly the moft ufeful, and one would ima-
gine not the moft difficelt to attain, and yet experi-
ence teacheth us that there are fewer adepts in this
kind of knowledge than in any other, Strange ! that
a man’s beart fhould deceive him !——that a man
fhould be ignorant of the difpofition, and tendency
of his own beart and affe@tions !—How few would
() Jer. xvii. 10,



SERMON XXI 167

eredit this truth in their own particulars? How few
would be prevailed on to éelieve, much lefs to confefs,
their ignorance of their own hearts 7~—And yet if
Gob is true, this is a great truth with regard to tbe
sultitude, and s in fome meafuye true with regard to
all, “* That the heart is deceitful above all things and
defperately wicked.”—** Who canknow it,” adds the
ALMIGHTY ?—Intimating that while numbers are
wholly ignorant of their own hearts, none know them
Sfully and perfectly, fo as Gop knows them, and fo
as to koow all the hidden evil and corruption which
they contain,

THuE wicked, to a man, are wholly blind to the
daceit of their own hearts, and know nothing of them,
as they ought to know; of them it may be faid fully
and avithout referve, that their hearts are deceitful a-
bove all things, and defperately wicked: and as to
the truly converted and good, it is their moft diffculr,
laborious and continual fludy to find out the deceits
and lurking evils of their own hearts, and to mortify
and eradicate them ; and after they have done their

- beft, they will be grieved and peftered with thefe in-
award enemies to their lateft hour, and until Goo whol-
ly transforms and purifies the foul by its feparation
from finful flefh and corrupt nature. That is there-
fore a very proper form of {peech ufed by fome, when
fpeaking of themfelves, ** If I know my own heart,
it is fo and fo with me.”—And indeed truly wife
and good perfons, who have any experience in the
ftudy of their own hearts, are ever apt to diftruft them,
and to doubt of the goodnefs and fincerity of their
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intentions : and from this wife and wholefome.dife
wuft of ourfelves proceed that bumility, modefly,
mecknefs and fowlinefs of fpirit, which are the bright-
eft and lovelieft ornaments of the true Chriftian, and
the ‘moft amiable graces of genuine Chriltianity :=—
whereas pride and folf-conceit, a pronenefs to com-
mendand jufiify ourfelves in aHthings, and to degrade
and undervalue others, as they are ever to be found
in the moft awicked and aworthlefs of men, fo they
wholly proceed from this wretched ignorance of their
own hearts—of thofe hearts of theirs which are
deceitful above all things, and defperately wicked.

* Bur altho’ wicked men and bypocrites will not
know their own hearts and are afraid to ftudy them—
and altho’ even good men, with all their pains and
fludy, cannot attain to a full knowledge of their own
hearts fo as never to be deceived by them into falfe
and flattering opinions of themfelves—yet Gop fearch-
es and knows them perfedly ; and this he does as a
Srict and impartial judge, that he may try and judge
us by ‘their tempers and difpofitions,. and reward or
punifh us accordingly : *“ I the Lorp, fays he, fearch
the heart, 1 try the reins, even to give every man ac-
cording to his ways, and according to the fruits of his
doings (#).”’—If this then is indeed the cafe, what
avails it for men fludioufly to avoid the knowledge of
their own hearts, or artfully to conceal them from one .
another? If folf~ignorance could hide us from Gop
~—if deceit and double-dealing could fcreen our
thoughts and defigns from his all-feeing eye, or de-

(8) Jer. xvii. 9, 10,
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fend us From the fentence he will pafs againft us in
confequence, this kind of hypocrify might ftand us in’
fome ftead :——but hear what he fays——‘‘ I the Lorp
fearch the heart, 1 try the reins, that I may give unte
€very manaccording to his ways, and according tathe
fruit of his doings. - Am I a Gop at hand, faith the
Lorp, and not a Gop afar off ? Can any hide him-
felf in fecret places that I fhall not fee him, faith the
Lorp ? Do I not fill heaven and earth with my pre-
fence, faith the Lorp (c)?” Py

AccoRrpINGLY, good men have a praffical fenfe
and belicf of this infinite knowledge of Gop. They
know that the righteous Gop trieth the hearts and
the reins—=that he'fearcheth us and knoweth us, com-
pafleth our path, poffefleth our reins, and is acquaint-
ed with all our ways——yea, that thereis nota thought
in our hearts, nor 2 word on ourtongue, but he know-
eth them altogether, This they énow and praical-
by believe, and therefore they appeal to him the heart-
fearching Gob, and ftudy to approve their hearts to
his omnifcient eye, and, confcious of their own inca-
pacity for a proper Jelf-knowledge, recommend it to
H1M to fearch and try them, and difcover their fecret
and unknown evils unto them: * Judge me, fays
David, examjn€ and prove me, try my heart and my
reins :——fearch me, O Gob, and kdow my heart;
try me and know my thoughts, and fee if there be
any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way ever-
latting (4).”

' (¢ Jer. xvii. 10.—xxiii. 23, 24. (d) Pfal.vii. g.—xxvie
1, 2.——cxxxix, 1, &c.

Vor. IL, P
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TrE words of our text are a prog/and confirma«
tion of what I have been faying, and will lay a foun-.
dation for a more particular confideration of tke
fame fubje&. * Every way of a man, fays Solomsn,
is right in his own eyes : but the Lozp pondereth the
hearts,”=—And fo Proverds xvi, 2. * All the ways
of 2 man are clean in his own eyes: but the Loxp
weigheth the fpirits.”” This general remark of Solo-
mon however, muft admit of fome reftriction and li-
mitation, He does not fay, * every way of every
man ;”‘ut every way of a man. This is not the
falfe, perverfe and delufory way of judging of all mau- .
kind concerning their own ways. If all mankind Ja-
boured under this fe//~blindnefs and felf-error, thea
all reproof and advice would bein vain——allthe means
of virtue and grace ineffetual——and it would be ut-
terly in vain to perfuade azy man that his ways were
wrong and wicked, feeing it’would be impoffible for
any to believe it} The truth is, this is only meant
of the avicked and jmpenitent ; of felf-deceiving felf-
deluding finoers, concerning whom alone it will hold
true. For, bleffed be Gop, wicked and deluded as
the world is; funk as it is into blindnefs, felf-love
and felf-idolatry, there are ftill numbers of mankind
quick fighted enough to fze their own- failings, hum-
ble and modelt enough to confe/s them, meek enough
to bear to be told of them, and honelt enough to cor-
rec? and reform them.—Nay, there are many bum-
ble and affiicted fouls, who fee more evil in themfelves
than all the world can fee, who think and believe
Worfe of themfelves than the impartial world, whe

v
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are continually diftrefled and bowed down under a
fenfe of their own failings and infirmities, and whorh
it is the moft difficult thing in the world to perfuade
that they have anygoad thing in them, or that Gob
has any mercy in ftore for them ; while, at the fame
time, the charitable world cannot help soping and e-
lieving the beft things concerning them. And this,
altho’ it may be in a great meafure a fau/ty errar and
“excefs, is certainly infinitely lefs criminal and danget-
ous than prefumption and felf-conceit ; fince Goo
‘hath declared that he ** hateth the proud, but giveth
grace to the lowly—that the proud fhall be abafed,
but the humble exalted—that his moft acceptable fa-
crifice is that of a broken heart and a. contrite fpirit
—and that he will condefcend to dwell with that
man who is of an humble fpirit, and who trembles
at his word, to bind ‘up the broken heart, and to re<
vive the contrite fpirit (¢).” But #4is, if it be indeed
an error, it happens that it is a very uncommon ode
in the world ; and I dare venture to affirm; from a
general furvey of the human nature in its prefent de-
praved ftate, that where one perfon errs by thinking
#00 meanly of himfelf, a thoufand err on the other ex-
treme, by a prejudice in their own favour againft truth
and fac?. This indeed is the error of the avicked
aniverfally, without one exception; aod the error
here levelled againft by the infpired preacher : ** E-
very way of a man, of fuch a man, of a wicked man,
is right in his own eyes.”” ¢

() Jam.iv. 6. Prov.iil. 34. laiak lxvi, a,
P 3
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Tue fin therefore here aimed at by the wife mun
is ‘“a criminal and dangerous partiality in judging
of ourfelves.” ““ Every way of the wicked man, o/}
his defigns, all his doings ave right and clean in his
own eyes. He will not fee any thing amifs in
them, any thing of which he ought to be a/bamed,
any thing for which he ought to condemn bimfelf;
of which he ought to repent, any thing which he
ought to amend or reform. He is perfecly wifz,
and good; and juf?, and pure in his own eyes ; nay,
he is one of the wifef? and b/ of men—rIo wife:
and fo good that he neither needs inftruction nor ad~
vice, and that all other perfons are wholly his inferi-
ors in thefe noble accomplithments! Nay, fo full is:
he of his own worth and goodnefs, that he canfcarce
ullow any other to be good in the fame meafure, ot
indeed to have any real goodnefs at all ! Do you fpeak
of juflice? Why, he cannot do an unjuft thing.—
Do you talk of charity or benevolence 2 Why, he is
the greatelt living example of thefe virtues, Do you
fpeak of mean ard diffronourable aions I Why, he
is utter]y incapable of thefe, and never was guilty of
one in his whole life. Do you mention avifdom ¥
Why, this is his mafter-piece ; he is wifer than the
. whole world, yea wifer than Gop himfelf ;—all men
fhould learn of him, and he cannot learn ought of
any man. And then he has fuch a hearty and fo-
vereign contempt of all fools! And indeed all men
are fuch in cagparifon with himfelf,

But has nov this 70s-/uch man fome fmlmg at
leaft? Surely no man is quite clear of thefe, 'Why,
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he will fometimes, in an excefs of good humour, con-
defcend to allow that every man bas bis failing, and
that, Gob help us, a/l men are finners !—But if you
come to infinuate that he bimfelf has fome particu-
lar /bili}:g, fome flaw in his chara&er, or blot in his
condud, he is immediately affronted, and thinks you
- very unjult and injurious; and as to any particular
Jin, he cannot bear the imputation of that, If you
would be his good friend, you muft not feem to think
he is a_finner. 'True, he is intemperate at times ;
but this happens only in good company, and what
harm is there in that >=—True, he fawesrs fome-
times; but this is only i# pafionr, and what man can
-forbear it in fuch circumftances? His {wearing there-
fore i$ neceffary, and confequently, as be would have
it, no fin!=—Itis true, he is apt to be a little abuffve
upon occafions ; but this happens only under great
provocations, and what he fays again{t bis neighbour
is all #7ue and right, and what harm can there be in
this 2——Should he be angry, fretful, peevifh or ill-
natured; why, his fervants are fo bad, his flaves are
fo provoking, his family fo unruly, his neighbours fo
unreafonable, and things go fo crofs with him, and
all about him are fuch fools and wretches, that it is
impoffible for him, or any man, or even an ange/, to
keep their temper in fuch circumftances.—Should he
be hard or unjuf? in his dealings; why, no man can
“live otherwife, and it behoves every man to Jock 10
bimfelf and to take care of himfelf; and Gop be
thanked no man can fay he is either a thief or a rob-
ber !——Should he be a little bard-bearted or uncha-
P3
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ritable; why, his own family needs all; and why
don’t the poor work and do as he does, and then they:
would live as he dees ;—or the poor are idle or ex~
travagant, and therefore fuch a charity would be:
thrown away.—~Should he be alittle given to firife-.
making or tale-bearing; why, even this.is all for the:
public good: he camnot bear to hear any thing amifs. .
fpoken of his friend, and tho’ he does not fee fit to.
efpoufe his friend’s caufe behind his back, yet be
will let him-know what the worldfays of him; for
it is but right that men fhould know their friends
from._ their enemies :—and then if he fhould happen
w0 make any miftake on the uncharitable fide in re~
lating facts, why it is only @ miffake, and he tbought
it was fo, and is there any harm in all this ?—Per-
haps fuch a perfon negle@s the public worfhip of:
Gop: why, either he does not like the preacher;:
or there is fome fuppofed enemy there; or he can:
employ his time better at home ;—or—or—or—
he has fome other weighty and fufficient reafon to of-
fer in his excufe.—~Perhaps he negleQs his bible, and:
does not take fufficient care to cultivate and improve-
his underftanding in religious knowledge :: why, he is.
wife enough already ; or too much ftudy of the fcrip~
tares will turn his brain; or the more people know,.
the wickeder they are, or he has. fome other equally
wife and fufficient reafon in excufe.—Perhaps he does.
pot ftrictly obferve the fabbath, or keep up. family rg~
. ligion, or frequent the facrament:—but this is alk
Ypocrify and formality, and for his part he does not
fec that thole Who obfcwc all this ﬁnétnefs and pre=
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eifion, are any better than their neighbours.” For his:
part, he makes no profelfions of religion ;——he abo--
minates all hypocridy and canting pretenfions to devo-
tion—the world fhall know what he is :——befides,.
.what needs fo much ado about religioa, and it is not
good to be righteous over-much ?

IN a word, every wap of fuch men, is right and
¢lean in their own eyes. If their friends impeach and
¢ondemn their condud, they fatisfy themfelves by
impeaching and cendemaing the judgment of their
friends, and fufpe@ing them of-ignorance, pride, or
evil intention. 1f the whole world condemas them, and:
they can find none to coustenance their faults,. or juf--
- wify their condu&@, they take fanctuary in their own:
* [felf-importance ;—they appeal from the judgment of
the world,. to their own felf-Jove and felf-approbe-
tion, and content themfelves with taxing the whale-
world of folly, ignorance and injnftice. Thus do they:
carefully thut their eyes agaiolt felf-conviction, apd
cautioufly fhut out every ray. of light which mighe
fhew them truly io themfelves, and give them a plain
and unflattering view of the evil of their ways, and
the error of their condu@.—Such perfons are at infi-
pite pains to deccive themfilves, which is the maft
foolifh and dangerous kind of Jypocrify. Their wits
are continually at work to put a. fair fuce on a fouk
matter, to glofs and varnith over their molt culpabje
actions, and to make that appear right of and in and
#o themfelves which is juft the reverfe, and which can.
admit of no reafonable apology or juftificatign ;=
and all this merely to bribe confciepce,. procure a falfe
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peace in their evil ways, and flatter themfelves in
their own deceivings. A foolifh and accurfed proje
this, which muft needs bring that dreadful woe upon
them; with a peculiar aggravation, which is pronoun-
ced by the prophet; * Woe unto them that call evil
good, and good evil; that put darknefs for light,
and light for darknefs; that put bitter for fweet,
and fweet for bitter: woe unto them that are wife
in their own eyes, and prudent in their own con-
ceit () 1

THis picture, I confefs, is perhaps too ftrongly
drawn for the generality of finners ; but yet it is fa-
mentable to obferve how many come nearly up to it.
And it is moft certain that the more nearly any ap-
proach it, the farther they are from all moral proba-
bility of amendment and improvement, and the more
haopelefs and defperate their cafe is: * For, fays So-
lomon, feeft thou a man that is wife in his own con-
ceit, thene is more hope of a fool than of him (g):"
and therefore the apoftle earneftly exhorts againft this
vice: *“ Be net wife in your own conceit (5).”

THE nature, progrefi and effec?s of this odious
and dangerous chara®er, are painted in very ftrong
and frightful colours in the four firft verfes of the
thirty-fixth plalm; where the Plalmit—t, points

" out the perfons to whom this characer belongs, and
in whom it prevails, namely, the wicked: * The
tran{greffion of the wicked faith within my heart, that
there is no fear of Gop before his eyes.”——=Saith

(f) . v, 20, z'x. (g) Prov. xxvi. 12, (b)) Rom. xiks
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~wwithin my heart, i. e. gives me a full perfuafion and
an inward conviction that the fear of Gop hath no
praétical influence upon him.—2dly, We have a ge-
neral account of the cau/e of his wickednefs: ‘‘ He
flattereth himfelf in his own eyes ;> which is exactly
parallel to the words of our text; ‘“ Every way of a
man is right in his own eyes.”—FHere then are the
two great inlets to defperate wickednefs : firfl, men
caft off the fear of Gop; and fesondly, they flatter
themfelves in their own eyes—will not ge nor own
the evil and danger of their wicked praQices—no-
wonder then if they run headlong to perdition. As

(1.) T aEY make no confcience of what they fay,
but give an unbounded loofe to impious, profane and
immoral language: * The words of his mouth are
iniquity and deceit ;”——they are cootrived to do
wrong, and yet to cover it with {pecious and plaufible
pretences,——Nor is it ftrange that thofe who labour
to deceive and put a cheat on themfelves, fhould at-
tempt, to deceive all mankind ! d

(2.) GoopnEess and virtue end, where this tem-
per begins : - He hath left off to be wife and to do
good.” -

(3.) Having renounced the ways of wifdom and
virtue, and baffled the convi&ions of their own minds,.
they contrive to be mifchievous and do hurt to others:
* He devifeth mifchief upon his bed.”—Where
there is no rational felf~love, true Chriltian charify
and benevolence can never be expedted. We can only
be fuppofed to love our neighboursy as we do our-
felves; not more or better, When mankind onge-
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abandon the ways-of goodaecfs, they come under the
full power of the tempter, and he eafily, makes them
tools and infiruments to hurt others, either by draw-
ing them into fin, or involving them in trouble.  He
devifeth mifchief on his bed ;"—=To do mifchief by
Jurprize or by the force of temptation, is bad ; butto
devife and contrive it, to do it deliberately and with
refolution, o do it with plot and management, to do
it with the cunning and malice of the o/d ferpent, to
devife it on our bed, where we fhould be engaged in
prayer and meditation on Gop—fhews that the fia-
ner’s heart is fully /e in him to do evil.  And fo
(4.) We find in the fourth verfe, that he “ fet
teth himfelf in a way that is not good.” He obtainsz
Sormed, cfiablifbed charadter in wickednefs, All be-
fore him is down-hill ; and nothing can effectually ftop
his mad cateer, unlefs the grace of Gop interpofes.
He fets himfelf to execute the wickednefs which he
hath devifed, and is refo/ved to go through with it
“and juftify himfelf in it, come what will —And thes,
“which finifhes and compleats this charaer,
{5.) THEy are in love with their own wicked-
pefs, and often with that of others: * He abhorreth
" not evil.”—On the contrary, he. takes pleafure in it,
and rejoices to fee others as wicked as himfelf. If be
“has tempted any to fin, he glories in it as a noble at-
chievement—and if he has done the mifchief he de-
vifed, inftead of abhorring it, it is matter of his tris
umph and exultation !
THus he flattereth himfelf in his own eyes.—But
will this /2/fdeception continue Jong >~—Will. it boN
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dways ?=—No, fays the Plalmift, ** His iniquity fhall
be found hateful.”——It is *‘ the accurfed thing which

Gop’s foul already hates () ;”—when it is difcovered .
it fhall be abhorred by all virtuous and good beings,

~——and if ever Gop gives him true repentance, he will

abhor himfelf for it, in duft and afhes (#).”——Nay, if

this thould even never happen in the prefent life, yet the

day is coming when he fhall no longer be able to far-

ter bimfelf in his own eyes,~=when confcience can no

longer be bribed or filenced, bat fhall rife up againft

him, and make him @ ferror to himfelf—and when

thofe iniquities which he now rolls under his tongue

as a {weet morfel, becaufe of the pleafure or profit

they afford him, fhall be bitter in bis belly as worm-

wood, or as the poifon of afps (4).

. So much then for the vice here repréfemed by the
wife man; Every way of a man is nght and clean
in his own eyes.” Let us now

Ildly. Consiper the words fubjoined; ¢ But
the Lorp pondereth the hearts and weigheth the fpi-
rits.”—I have proved to you fufficiently, in the intro-
dudion of this difcourfe, that Gep is the {earcher of
the hearts and the trier of the reins of the children of
men. And indeed this.is a truth fo manifeft to natural
reafon, and fo univerfally allowed by all who believe
the being of a Goo,~=by Chriffians, Fews, Mahoe
medans and beathens, that it would be needlefs for
me to refume the argument here,

IT is clear to a demonftration, that an infinite and

() Jer.xliv. g (2) Job xlil 6. (/) Job xx. 13, 14,
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every where prefent Spirit, who is perfely avife and
éntelligent, muft imimavely know the bearts, thoughts,
defigns and defires of thofe creatures whom he his
made, and momently fuftains; and that all things are
maked and open to the eyes of him with whom we have
to do, neither is there any creature which isnot ‘ma-
nifeft in his fight (m).—My prefent bufinefs, there-
fore, fhall be to cenfider the words, as they are here
intended and applied : ** Every way of a man is right
in his own eyes: but the Lorp pondereth the hearts.”
—=Men may eafily deceive themfelves, but they can-
not poffibly deceive Gob, or impofe upon Him by flat-
tering pretences, They may judge as favourably as
they will of their own evil defigns and wicked doings,
and fo deceive their own fouls into guilt and perdition
==this is a very poffible, and a very common cafe.—~
Bot the Lowrp pondereth the hearts of finners, and
aweigheth their [pirits in an even balance, and fo find-
eth both them and their actions wanting.——7%us he
did with the proud, wicked and felf-conceited Bel-
Shazzar : ¢ Tekel,” fayshe, *“ thou art weighed in
the balance, and art found wanting (#).””——Good Pau/
was {o fenfible of this, that he paid little regard either
to his own judgment of himfelf, or the judgments of
others concerning him; being convinced that the /-
Jeeing, all-knowing, heart-fearching Gop alone could
and muf? decide the affair of his moral charalters’
~ “ With me, fays he, it is but a very fmall thing that I
fivould be judged of you, or of man’s judgment : yeal

- (m) Heb. iv. 13. (») Dan.v.a7. .
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Fudgenot mine own felf {i.-e. 1 depend not whelly on
my own judgment of myfelf, which may perhaps be
oo favourable and ‘partial ~~—I pretend net wholly to
determine and decide upon my own charaer and
ftate)—for tho’, adds he, I'know no evil by myfelf
{tho’ I am able to charge myfelf with no wilful fin, or
allowed rebellious temper) yet I am not thereby julte
fied: but he that judgeth me is the Lorp (0).”

1ft. THEN, GoD’s pondering the bearts and
wwejghing the fpirits of men, implies, that he confi-
ders their moft fecret thoughts, tempers and defigns,
very critically, and with great exalinefs and attens
tion. To ponder a thing, is to ftudy it with great
care and precifion—and 0 aveigh the [pirits, is a
metaphor borrowed from the weighing of money, in
order to try and find out its intrinfick worth and va-
YJue.~—Thefe forms of {peech, therefore, imply, that
-Gop not anly always fees the heartsof men, but alfo
makes them his peculiar fudy; examining and
aeighing every thought and defire of .the human
heart, in the balance of the fan@uary, as a judge
examines the evidences in a trial at law to fee whe-
ther they will acquit or condemn the criminal.
- adly. THEe words imply, that he pondereth the
hearts, and weigheth the fpirits-of men 47 order to
Judgment ;——that he may make a juft and impartial
eftimate of their moral and religious chara@ers, and
{o acquit or condemmn them accordingly. This is mani-
foft from Feremiab xvii. 15. “ 1 the Lorp fearch
she heart, I try the reins, that I may give to every

(0) 1 Cor. iv. 3,4,
Vou. II, QL
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man according to his ways, and aecoeding to-the fruit
of his doings.” And

3dly. The werds imply, tlm, in the matter of
judgment, Gob looketh chiefly at the heart, judging
of men’s actions according to their principles and in-
tentions ;=——and that his judgment- of the buman
heart is more exad than ours can be of any thing
which we ponder and {tudy with the niceft attention,
or which we weigh with the fteadieft hand, and the
molt aceurate exaCtnefs: for-as Gop’s wifdom, and
knowledge, and juflice are infinite, fo his judgment
mult be always according to truth, without either
error or partiality: * It is impefble but that the
Judge of all the world theuld do right { p) ? Ivis
now time to make fome

ImprovEMENT of the doftrise—And \

ift. Is THE heart of man fo deceitful ? Are
mankind {o apt te be partial in their own favour, and
{o prone to deceive themfelves, that it may be faid
of mof?, 1had almoft faid: a// wicked and: impeniteat
men, that ““all their ways, even the wor/?: of them,
ave clean, and pure, and right in their own.eyes?”—
O then how much fhould jt be the ftudy of all mento
fet a {tri watch over their own hearts, thafe hearts
of theirs which an.infpired prophet hath declared to
be deceitful aboye all things, and defperately wicked,
~—and to diftruft their own.opinions and judgments
concerning themfelves ?~—~It is truer than moft would
be willing to believe, that ‘* evéry maa.is -his:ova
groatelt enemy ! The whole combined warld could

( ‘p) Gen. xviii. a5,
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potinjureus (I mean, in our beft interefls) if we did
not injure ourfelves. The devi/ himfelf could have no
power.over us, if we did not give him accefs, and in-
vite his temptations, Wicked examples, or the wicked
world, could never tempt-us to fm, or draw us into
mifery, if we were not firft awilling to be drawn and
tempted.=Our lufts and paffions could never get the
maftery over us, and involve us in guilt and mifery,
if we did not fir(t throw the reins on their necks, and
add fuel to their fire. In a word, as the apoftle af+
fures us, * every man is tempted, when he is drawn
away of his own luft, and enticed : then when luft is
conceived, it bringeth forth fin, and fin when it is
perfected, bringeth forth death (4).” It is “ from
within, out of the heart of man, that all wickednefs
proceedeth (r),”=—The defperate evil habits which
many men have contra&ted, and which are now as a
Jecond matare to them—fo familiar, that they feem
barmlefs—and fo deeply rooted, that they know not
how to fhake them off—have taken their rife at firft
from indulging their lufts and paffions in fmall mat-
ters, and have gradually gathered ftrength from re-
peated acts.—And what is the fource of all this mif-
chief ?—Why, felf-conceit, felf-flattery and felf-ap-
probation in their own evil ways.—They flattered
themfelves in their own eyes until their iniquity is
become hateful in itfelf, hateful to Gop, and hateful
to all men. Every way of theirs was right and clean
in their own eyes. Bad actions, once committed,

muft needs be juftified, until at length mankind are
v (g) Jam. i, 14,15. {r) Mat. xv. 18,19,

Q2
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engaged to jultify a bad condu? in the geaeral—to
¢all evil good, and goed evil ;~—and when men once
come to this pafs, all humaa hopes.of ameadment are
ever——confcience becomes feared——the light. of vir-
tue is. extinguifhed—all avenues to- conviQion are
thut up—reproof is loft upon perfons who are refolv-
ed at all events to juftify their own ways—and, as
the Pfalmift fays, “* Such perfons leave off 10 be wife
and to do goed; calt off the fear of Gop; abhor
pot evil; devife mifchief upon their beds, and fet
themfelves in.a way which is not good (r).”

O THEN, what reafon have we to be jealous of
ourfelves—to be. diftraftfol of our hearts—and to,
keep them with all diligence, feeing that out of them
are the iffues of /ifz and death cternal (t) ? Efpecial-
ly when we confider, in the

2d. Prace, * That the Lord pondereth- the
bearts, and-weigheth the {pirits”—that he attentively
confidereth all our ways, and weigheth them in an
equal and unerring balance, and this in order to our
final judgment !=—This conftderation, if we had anp
feelings of confcience, ought to -make the very befk
of us tremble.—*‘ O Logp, art.thou now and atall
times pondering this heart of mine, aod putting down
the nature and.weight of each-of my thaughts, de-
res, defigns, words and a&tions, in the book of thine
everlafting remembrance—and fhall this regifter be
produced before me, on the day of judgment, in the
prefence of angels and men ;—and fhall I receive.
featence for eternity according to the things writtea

(s), PGl xxxvi. 1,—4. (t) Prov.iv.a3e
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in this book ?—Is it fo, O Lorbp, that I thus live
* continually under thy critical infpection as my avitnefs
and judge; and that not the fmalleft article of my
behaviour can pafs unnoticed of thee, or unrecorded
by thee ?—Good Lorp, how awstchful, how cir
cumfpec? a life then fhould I live? Thou haft faid
that if we judge and condemn ourfelves, we fhall not
be judged and condemned with the wicked world,
Let us, therefore, be ever critical and fevere judges
of our own condu@t—ever ready to juftify thee, and
condemn ourfelves, that we may be able to ftand in
the day of thy judgment.”
3dly, Axp to conclude: fince this is the capual
failing of the wicked, and ftill too much the failing of
many good perfons, to be ignorant of their ownm
bearts, and criminally partial in their own favour;
it is furely the great duty of all men to ufe every
means and method of obtaining a proper fz/f-knows
ledge. The glafs of Gop’s word, if the heart were
frequently laid open to it, would give us an unflatter-
ing pi€Qure of ourfelves—our friends, would we en-
courage them, might do much this way—our enemies,
could we admit their hated teftimony, often tell us
truths greatly conducive to f2/f-knswledge. Above
all, let us pray, with David, ¢ Search me, O Gop,
and know my heart; try me, and know my thoughts,
—fhew me to myfelf without veil or difguife—fee if
there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the
way everlafting.” Amen.

QL3
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Curisr, the bright and falutiférous Sum:
of righteoufnefs to. a benighted.and:
perithing world, from.

Maracrr iv. 2,

Baup unto you that fear- my name fball the Sun:
OF RIGHTEOVUSNESS arife wml:lmzlmg in
his wings,

TH!S is altowed on all hands to b aw eminent pro«

phecy of Cur1sT.—It-has been often obferved:
eoncerning the /Mefiah, that the nearer his advent ap-
proached, the more bright-and luminous, and the lefé
' doubtful; obfcure or ambiguous, were the prophecies
eoncerning him, Prophecy may be compared to a

— Jan which rifes muffled and veiled in a cloud, whick

“gathers brightnefs and luftre as it advances to the
Zenith, and which fets, or goes down full-orbed;
in-its greateft magnitude and fplendor;

'To foretel the incarnation of the Mefiab, to potit
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pare-the: world for his reception, were eminent bran--
ches of the prophetic office.  Mofes and all the pro-
pbets bere witnefs to-him ; but none more plainly
and fully than Malachi, who clofed the canon of the
Old Teftament fcriptuses. He was the laft luminary
(if 1 may fo fpeak) of the Jewith church. There
was to be along interval of darknefs-between his
time and the coming of the Meffah; and it- was fic
that he who was the Ja/? prophet of Ifracl, and with
whom the prophetic fpirit ceafed for-a feafon, until
it was reftored in Fobn the Baptift, fhould fpeak
fomething plainly.and unambiguoufly concerning Him
who was the boge and:confolation of Ifracl, in order
to fupport the faith of the pious Fews, thro’ the
dark, confufed and troublous period.which was thea
approaching,.

AccorpinGery. he difappointed not this-reafon-
able expecation ; . but lras. given. fwo of the cleareft
and moft comfortable affuorances of the fpeedy come
ing of the Messiau, and of his-forerunner Foba
the Baptift, ** Behold, fays he, in the name of the
Lorp,~—behold I will fend my meflenger, Fobn the
Baptiff, and he fhall prepare the way before me:
and the Lowrp whom.ye feek, fhall fuddenly come
to his temple; even the meflenger. of the covenant
whom ye delight in: behold .he fhall come, faith
the Lorp .of hofts.: but who may abide the day of
his coming ? And who fhall ftand when be appear~
eth ? For he is like a-refiner’s fire, and like a-fuller’s..
foap (a).” -
(). Mal. ifie 152
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AND fo here, in our text and context, hie fhews
them the judgments which would fall upon the wick-
ed and unbelieving Feaws, at the coming of CurisT,
and under his kingdom : ““ For behold the day cometh
that thall burn as an oven, and all the proud, yea,
and all that do awickedly, thall be {tubble; and the
day that cometh fthall burn them up, faith the Lorp
of hofts, that it fhall leave them neither root nor
branch.”—And then, in order to fupport the faith
and hope of the pioss, amidft thar degeneracy and
thofe calamities which might have tempted them to
imagine that Gop had totally rejected Jfrael, and cafk
them off for ever, forgetting his mercy and his truth ;
the prophet ufhers in that glorious and refrething pro-
mife contained in our text: * But unto yox whe fear
my name, fhall the suN OF RIGHTEOUSNEss arife
with healing in his wings, and ye fhall go forth and
grow up as calves in the ftall.”——Thus is the canon
of the Old Teftament fcriptures clofed, as it were,
with one of the moft dright and précious promifes of
the Meffiahb—a promife which lay warm at the hearts
of all thofe who, with good old Simeon, * waited
for the confolation of Jfrae/,” and proved their moft
reviving cordial, amidft all thofe external calamities
wod internal corruptions and convulfions which mang:
Jed and deformed that unhappy ftate, from its re-
turn after the Babylonifh captivity, till the coming of
CHRIST,

It fhall be my bufinefs in what remains of this dif-
courfe,

it. A ciTTLE to iliuftrate the mztaghor bere
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ufed to reprefent our blefled Saviour to the faith of’
the Fews—*‘ The SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS,’
and to thew its propriety—and

2dly. To maké feme pradical improvement of
the fubje@.

1ft. THEN, I am alitde to illultrate the metaphor
here ufed to reprefent our blefled Saviour to the faith
of the Fews——the sUN OF RIGHTEOUSNE s8—and
thew its propriety. And this will be beft done by
fhewing

ift. Wuersrors he is called a fin—a righ
deous fun—or a fun of righteoufne/s.— And

2dly. How he indeed appears to- have produced
the effects of a righteous fun- in the moral world, fo
far as his light hath fhined upon it,

FirsT z It is well known that nothing is called
the fun, in {tri& propriety. of language, but that greav
and bright celeftial luminary which makes and rules
our day; and which, from his unfailing fource of
of fire, difpenfes /ight and beat to our whole fyftens
~—being; under Gop his Almighty Maker, the fource
of colours, the medium of vifion, the caufe and con-
tinuer of animal and vegetable life, and the chearer
and enlivener of the whole face of pature. When
therefore’ the word fun is figuratively ot metaphori-
cally ufed, if the figure or metaphor be juft, it muft
be ufed to reprefent and fet forth fomething that is
exceedingly 4right and Juminous ; warm, falutary;
bencficent and invigorating—~fomething whofe influ-
ence. is very benign and very extenfive—{omething,
i fhort,. which, like the great luminary of the days
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enlightens by its rays, and vivifies and enlivens by ite
genial warmth, And this metaphor nray be, and of-
ten is, applied, not only to natural light and heat,
but alfo to mora/ and fpiritual.

K~owLEDGE and virtue make the fun of the foul,
the great luminary of the moral and fpiritual world.
Without thefe, the foul is in durknefs and feeth no
Jight. 1t is like a human creature under one of the
poles, bereaved of light and chilled with cold. The
foul which is void of faving knowledge, and the prin-
ciples and habits of heavenly virtue: and holinefs, is,
if 1 may fo fpeek, in the region of the fhadew of
death, It is at beft guided by a dubicus and infa-
tuating light, which enly renders that blacknefs of
darknefs with which it is furrounded the more bor-
ribly and frightfully vifible. It has only fome glim-
merings of light, which (like flathes of lightening in
a cold, dark, tempeftuous night) difcover, at fhors
intervals, the furrounding horrors and dangers of its
fituation——but which can by no means diret its {teps,
or prevent it from falling over precipices. Even the
Jamp of philofophy itfelf, which was however the beft
natural light the world enjoyed by its own unaffifted
endeavours, was no more to the moral world, when
compared to the light from heaven communicated by
divine revelation, than the pale chilling rays of the
midnight moon, to the bright vigorous warming beams
of the fun inhis meridian glory. Itwasa light which
indeed thewed fome great and ufeful truths to the
human mind, and thefe but very imperfectly and indif-
tinctly, "~ It furnithed fome Jight to the moral world,
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© But no heat. Some of the greateft philofophers a-
mong the heathens, were fome of the wotft livers,
Their fine notions had but little infloence upon them-
Jelves, and il lefs upon the pesple, They were con-
fidered rather as topics of ' converfation and thefes of
difpate, than rulesof a virtuous and - holy life. Ina
word;” by this boafted: philofophical " wifdom the
world ‘knew not Gop, and had little power to ferve
him. The light which it afforded was litde better
than darknefs, under the influence of which, . as the
apoftle ftrongly expreffes it, they might be enabled
* haply to feel after the Lorp, and find " him,”” like
perfons groping after an object in the dark (4). -

" Now, agreeable to this metaphorical way of fpeak»
ing, we find:that the fcriptures almoft every where
reprefent faving knowledge and virtue, by lighty
and thofe who communicate and difpenfe them, by
Juminaries, or the great lights of heaven. It would
be tedious to quote the one half of fuch paffages
which every where occur in the facred wntmgs The
few following may fuffice.

Gop’s word is called -““ a light to our feet, and a
famp to our paths, and the very entrance of it into the
mind is faid to give light (c).” ** The commandment,
fays Solomon, is a lamp, and the law is light, and the
reproofs of inftruion are the way of - life.”— He
alfo obferves that the ways of virtue and knowledge;
in which the juft walk, are like 'the fhining light,
which fhizes more and more unto the perfeét day (4).”

{3) A&sxviii 27, (c) Pfal. cxiz,  (4) Prov., iv. &eb
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——Ifaiah fays of thofe who will not bring their opi~
nions to the ftandard-of the Jaw and teffimony, *‘that
there is no light of faving knowledge in them (c).”
Agreeable to this, dt is faid of the prophet Danicl,
¢ that light and underftanding were found in him ( /). -
And when Jfziab prophecies concerning the converfion
of the Gentiles from ignerance, idolatry and wicked-
nefs, to the knowledge and holinefs of the gofpel, he
defcribes thefe two contrary ftates under the emble-
matical figures of derknef; and lght : *° The people,
fays he, that walked in darknefs, have feen a great
light: they that dwell in the land of the thadow of
death, upon them hath the light fhined (g).” —
And this fame paffage is quoted and referred to by the
evangelifts, at the very time when this prophecy be-
gan to be fulfilled (4) ; ¢ And thou, child, fhalt be cal-
{ed the prophet of the Higheft : for theu fhalt go be-
fore the face of the Lorb, to prepare his ways ; to
give kaowledge -of falvation uato his people by the re-
miffion of their fins, thro’ the tender mercies of our
Gon; whereby the day fpring from on high hath vi-
fited us, to give light to them that fit in darknefs and
in the fhadow of death, to guide our feet into the way
of peace.” To this alfo agrees the prophecy of good
old Simeon ; ¢ Lorp, now letteft thou thy fervant de-
part in peace, according to thy word ; for mine eyes
have feen thy falvation, which thou haft prepared -be-
fore the face of all people; a light to lighten the Ges-
siles, and the glory of thy people Ifracl (i).”

() If. viii. 20. (f) Dan.v. 11, (g) If.ix. 2. (b) Mate
$v. 16, Lukei. 76,—179. (i) Luke il 29,—32.
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" CoNsoNANTLY to this, Fobn fpeaks of our Savis
wour, and our Saviour of himfelf, as « Jight. Fohn pro-
fefles that he came to bear witnefs of THis GrLorIOUS
£1GHT, which he calls the true light which lighteth
every one that cometh into the world (k). ‘1 am the
light of the world, fays CHr1sT 3 he that followeth
me, fhall not walk in darknefs, but fhall bave the
light of life. Yet a little while is the light with you,
walk while ye have the light, left darknefs come up-
on you :—while ye have the light, believe in the
fight, that ye may be the children of light (/).”"—=
1a like manner, our Saviour calls 7obn the Baptift (as
a prophet of Gop and teacher of faving knowledge)
“ A burning and a fhining light,”” in whofe light the
Fews rejoiced for a feafon (m).~—And to all his a-
poltles, he fays, ¢ Ye are the light of the world ”—
and exhorts them=—*‘ Let your light fo fhine before
men, that others, feeing your good works, may glo-
rify your Father which is in heaven (#).”
AGrEEABLE to which, all Chriftians, without ex=
ception, are exhorted towalk as children of ¢4z /jght and
children of 4 day, and to put on the armour of light;
«——and are faid to fhine as Jights in the world, hold-
ing forth, as it were, the lamp of knowledge and holi-
nefs for the example and dire&ion of others (o). —
And it is probably in allufion to this, that glorified
faints are faid to * fhine as the {un, in the kingdom
- of their Father ;”——and that thofe faithful minifters
of the Lorp, who have led others into the paths of
- '(®) Johri.8,9. . (/) John viii. x2.—xii. 35, 36.
(m) John v. 35. (n) Mat. v, 36, .(0) Phil. ii, 15, 16,
Vou. IL R o
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faving knowledge and virtue, are faid to be rewarded
by a bright effulgence of divine glory, and a high de-
gree of celeflial illumination in the upper world ;=
they laboured to bring others to the glories of fuper~
natural light, under the chearing and enlivening beams
of the sUN ©OF RIGHTEOUSNESS : and they theni-
felves fhall be rewarded by a fuperior meafure of the
fame divine glory and bleflednefs :—*° They that be
wife thall fhine as the brightnefs of the firmament, and
they that haye turned maany to righteoufnefs~—brought
many fouls under the dire& beams of THis RiGHT-
sous suN—ihall themfelves thine as the ftars for ever
and ever (p).” .

In like mannes, in conformity to this way of {peak-
ing, that {yftem of faving knowledge and heavenly
virtue which our Saviour ‘has revealed in his gofpel,
is termed JLight. Chriflian converts are faid * to be
Bbropght out of darknefs into a marvelous light. "~
And we read of the light of the glorious gofpel of the
blefled Gos fhining in unto-them (¢g). * Gob is faid
to fhine into the hearts of finners, and give them the
Light of the knowdedge of the glory of Goo, in the
face of Jefus (r).”—By the gofpel difpenfation * life
and immortality are brought to light ”~—and it was
the grand commiffion of the apoltles “ to preach this
gofpel to all nations, to all the wordd, and to cvery
ereatyre ; turping them from darkoefs to light, and
from the power of Satan o Gop (+).”—1Ia allufion to .
all which it probably is, that the church, in which this

. (p) Dan.xii. 3. (g) aCorivi g (r) 3Cor v, 6
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divine light fhines, is held forth to the mind under that
beautiful comparative fimilitude—*¢ Bright as the
fun, fair as the moon, and terrible as an army with
banners (¢).”

No wonder then if CHrrsT, the greaf fource and
Jevereign difpenfer of all this light—who enlighe
eneth every man tbat cometh into the world—who is
the brightnefs of the Father’s glory, the image of the
invifible Gop —of that Gop who is the Father of
lights, the fountain of knowledge, and the fpring of a
holy influence=—no wonder, I fay, if this divine per-
fon is foretold in the fublime and figurative flile of
Oriental prophecy, under the rotion of *“ Tus sun
OF RIGH TEOUSNESs, arifing on a dark and benighted
world, with healing and falvation in his wings !”’

He is indeed a mtcu7rOUS SUN; himfelf holy,
harmlefs, undefiled and feparate from finners——white
he difpenfes, at the fame time, a marvellous and di-
vine light of kneawledge, and a chearing and-invigorat-

‘ing warmth of heavenly virtue to a world, formerly

Yying in darknefs, and in the region of the thadow of
death,

He is alfo 2 sun oF uc~nnoususs——by whofe
adtive and paflive courfe of obedience, a complete juf-
tifying righteoufnefs is wrought out for finners—and
by the light of whofe doQrines, and the vital energetic
warmth of whofe influences, they are made ac?ually
and inberently righteous—and fo gualified and made
meet for that confummate falvation, to which he will
finally condut all thofe who lay themfelves open to

. (&) Caat.vi. 10.
Ra
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his benign influences, and walk in the beams of his
faving light.

So much then for the fir/? thing propofed, namely,
the propriety of the appellation here given to our Sa-
viour, by the fpirit of prophecy—"** The fusn of righte-
eufnefs which fhould arrive with bealing in his wings.”>
Proceed we now

11dly. To fhew, how he indeed appears to have
produced the effe@s of a R1GH TEOUS SUN in the mo~
ral world, fo far as his light hath fhined upon it.

To give this truth its fullef force and cleareff evi-
dence, it ought to be well underflood and fully confi-
dered, in what flate this world of ours was, when this
GLORIOUS SUN arofe upon i, with healing in his
wings.

. Humax nature was uaiverfally corrupted. A
dreadful darknefs and ignorance had fpread itfelf over
the beathen world. The Fews themfelves, the fa-
vourite people of Gop, were become greatly degene-
rate. They had corrupted the facred fountains of re-
vealed truth by a mixture of the moft ludicrous fables-
and abfurd human traditiens ; and having almoft loft
the Anowledge of the truth, they had, at the fame-
time, loft all zafc and reli/b for holinefs. In fhort,
virtue had loft all that influence over the human mind,
which was originally given to it. No longer was it
able, by its own force, to retain us in that courfe of
duty, wherein we were appointed to move. The

world, by all its admired wifdom, knew net Gobp;

and by all its celebrated rules of virtue, found itfelf
incapable of ferving him. Nay, fo far fram it, that
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the moft renowned parts of it for wifdom and know-
ledge—=namely Rome and Greece—feemed to be at
the remoteft diftance from the prattice of true virtue
and religion. Whoever doubts that the world lay
thus in jgnorance and wickednef, at the dawn of the
gofpel difpenfation, let him attentively read the three
firlt chapters of St. Paul’s epiftle to the Romans, od
which he will find the general hiftory of thofe times
a lively comment, :

SucH then was the true flafe of ¢t dature and
circumftances at that €évef nemorable period when
the Mefizh became incarpatée—=when this sux ok
R1GATEOUSNESS lent all his beams to expiring vir-
tue and religion, and gave them a life and brightnef$
which they nevér knew béfote,

Ag a man who Was béén Born with the fenfe of
fight, and who has-been accultomed from his early
infancy to fee the glorious light of the fun, and to be-
hold all the grand beauties of nature which are reveal-
ed to the eye by this beauteous luminary of heaven
——as fuch a man, I fay, can be little charmed and
aftonifhed by the vifible beauties of the creation, i
comparifon of another who, having been born blind;
is inftantaneoufly reftored to his fight at the‘age of mia*
turity :——in like manner awe who have Been botn and
educated in Chriftian countries, under the clear day
of gofpel light, canrot half fo eafily forns a Sirong
and adeguate conception of the ealue of a blefling
which we have always: enjoyed—as thofe did who
lived at the firft appearance of Chriftianity in the world
=—when it could be contrafted with the hypocrify and

R 3
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formality of the Pharifees, the Atheifm of the Sadt
ducees, the grofs ignorance and fuperflition of the
vulgar beathen, on the one hand, and on the other,.
with that feeble lamp of philofophy, wherein was col-
leGted neverthelefs all that light which could be fup-
plied from all the fources of human reafon. The
dark and {hadowy difpenfation of the Fews, accoms
panied with the dreadful corruption of their religious:
fentiments and' manners——the barbarous ignorance,.
fuperftition and idolatry of the vulgar beathen——and:
the weak and ineficacious glare of Pagan philofeply:
—all ferved as fo many f0ils and fbades to brighten
the beams of the gofpel fun, and to-increafe its vi-
fible luftre!

To-a world ia this fituation~—to a people- who
walked in darknefs, and dwelt in the land of the fha~
dow of death, how aftonithing muft have been the
appearance of this greatlight |—We whonever walk~
ed in heathen darknefs, are lefs fenfible of this effe&t =
- we behold this great light without being firuck by
it ; becaufe the full blaze of gofpel day did not burfk
all at once around our underftandings !

it would be impoflible in the compafs of this-
balf-bour to handle this great argument in that detail,.
and with- that fulnefs- and perfpicuity which. its vafk
tmportance deferves. I muft therefore obferve very
briefly, in the

ift. Prace, That this glerious sux oF RiGH-
TEousNESs has, by the brightnefs of his rifing,
greatly enlightened the moral world inall the branches.
of faving and impontant knowledge; He hath acs
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qunainted us with Goo, by giving us a brighter and:
smore enlarged view of his nature and perfections
than ever the world enjoyed befere. Such, indeed,
of the divine perfetions as were employed in the
creation, could pot lie concealed : * The invifible
things of Gop, from the creation of the world, were
¢learly feen, being underftood by the things which
were made ; even his eternal power and God-head.”™
‘=—All the parts of creation have been for ever preach~
ing and demonftrating, to every rational beholder, the
power, the aifdom, and the goodnefs of him who e~
duced them out of nothing, and linked them into one:
harmonious {yftem ; in every part of which the at-
tentive eye isftruck with the wifdom of the con-
trivance, the goodnefs and benevolence of the defign,.
and the confummate beauty,. order and proportion of”
the execution.—But when we have heard all that this. -
vifible creation can tell us of Gep, we fhall have:
heard only a fmall part of what Gob is,

But what a wonderful confirmation, and enlarge-
‘ment has the proof of Gon’s creating power received:
from the fuz of righteoufnefs, while he was veiled in-
fleth, and working out our redemption?~—Had the
Jaws of nature continued in one uniform courfe, it
might have given.fome colour to the Atheiftical opi~
pion of thofe who believed the eternity of the world,.
and ‘that nature is kept in motion by fome power in-
herent in herfelf. But when we fee all nature bend--
ing before this glorious sux ©F RIGHTEOUSNESS
——the very winds and feas obeying him——the moft
inveterate difeafes flecing away at the authority of his
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word——water changed into wine at hi§ command-—
and the dead raifed into life at his call—we have an
ocular demonttration of creating power——of a power
which could as eafily have called an univerfe out of
nothing, as a dead man out of his grave !~—We have
alfo afarther proof, that he whom zature thus obeys,
muft be nature’s Gop—=that he whom we worfhip
as our Redeemer, and on whom we depend for our
falvarion, is really the fovereign Lord of univerfal na-
ture!

THAT wifdom, alfo, which is written in fair chas
ra&ers in the harmony and proportion of all the parts
of the univerfe, and in the grandeur and unity of de-
fign of the whole, breaks forth with additional luftre-
under the beams of this 1GuTEOUS sun, Here
we behold 2he awifdom of Gob in a myflery, which
was hidden from ages and generations—that glori‘-
ous plan of redemptlon which took its rife in the
counfels of ¢ eternity, and which begari todawn in the
carlieft ages of time, breaking forth in its full luftre
~—that plan which is the wonder of angels ; which
unites all the divine perfections in perfe& harmony,
and which faves the finner, devoted to deftru&ion,
while the fulleft and moft honourable amends is made
to the divine fuffice and boline/s, by the punithment
infli®ed on the furety.——And here we fee this plan
of divine wifdom, fo far above all the natural notions
of mankind, carried into execution, eftablithed and
propagated in the world, by a few poor defpifed men,
devoid of Jearning, eloguence, power, credit, or any
kind of human accomplithment adequate to fucha tafk,
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»=Here in fhort we fee light brought out of darknefs,
and order out of confufion in the meral world, by
means the moft unlikely which could have well been
imagined by buman awifdom.

By the rifing of this fun of righteoufnsfs upon the
moral world, the veracity and truth of Gop was alfo
glorioufly illuftrated and confirmed. All Gop’s an-
cient prophecies were pun&ually fulfilled by the eom-
ing of the Mefiah. This fun of righteoufncfs arofe
juft in the place,.at the time, and in the manner, as
Gop had promifed and foretold in ancient days. His
conception, his birth, his life, his deirines, his mi-
racles, his fufferings, his death, his refurreition, and
his fubfequent glory and exaltation, all of them an-
fwered exadtly to the diviae predictions, and proved
10 a2 demonttration, that the Gob of Ifrael, is a Gon
of frath, pesforming the mercy promifed to our fa-
thers, and remembering his holy covenant.—‘ Blef~
fed, therefore, be the Lorp Gop of [frae/, who
hath vifited and redeemed his péople, and hath raifed
up an horn of falvation for us in the houfe of his fer-
vant David, AS HE SPAKE BY THE MOUTH OF ALL
HIS HOLY PROPHETS WHICH HAVE BEEN SINCE
THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD (u).” Agaip,

THE goodnefs of Gop is indeed very vifible in the
work of creation; but by the rifing of the fun of
sighteoufuefz, the divine gooduefs rofe, as it were,
above ifelf, and was exalted into, what we may
term, the new attribute of mercy—mercy and for-
givennefs to guilty hell-deferving finners——zercy, the

‘(#) Lukei. ¢8, Gg, 708



202 S ERMON XX .

darling attribute of heaven, the peculiar difcovery and
richeft glory of the gofpel, thro’ evéry page of which
it fheds its benign influences on a perithing world, and
holds out the divine compaflions to rebellious fin~
ners, . .

On that blefled aufpicious night, when the suw
oF RIGHTEOUsSNESs firlt arofe on our benighted
world, was this glorious attribute of the D1y firft
publithed it clear and Juminous charatters by the
heavenly hoft~—*¢ Glory to Gob in the higheft; be-
caufe there is peace upon earth, and good will to-
wards men.”——0 happy thepherds, whofe ears were
firft faluted with thefe joyful founds of the everlating
gofpel l=—Well might ye go home, rejoicing and
praifing Gop for the things ye had feen and heard!
——Chearfully and zealoufly might ye catch thofe glad
tidings of great joy toa guilty world, from the mouths
of thefe celeftial beralds, and repeat them to a grates
ful aftonithed world—to a world finking in ruin, and
overwhelmed with defpair——‘‘ That unto you, and
unto them, and unto us, was born, on that ever-
memorable day, a Saviour, even CHrisT the
Logp !”—And well may we, unto whom the word
of this falvation is come, tho’ living in far diftant
times, and inhabiting the ifles of the fea, catch the
holy flame, and reciprocate the joy, when we call in-
to remembraace the advent and nativity of this gloré-
ous SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, who is the Saviour
of the ends of the earth, and of them who- live afar
off in the diftant ifles !

adly. Tus beams of this R1cHTEZOUS sUN bave
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tredalurprifing lighton the mature,circumfiances,dan-
ger and eternal defliny of the moral world, The moft
enlightened parts of the heathen world were in grea?
darknefs, with regard to moff, if not alf, of thefe ob-
je@s. But Curist the fun of rightcoufnefs has, by
the brightnefs of his rifing, fcattered all this darknefs
of the moral world, and fhewed mankind in the clear-
éft light,——their natural depravity and corruption—
the full extent of their moral obligation and duty,
in all its branches—the immortal duration of their
fouls—the enemies, perils and dangers which” fur-
round them, and she rifk they run of endlefs perdi-
tion. He hath fhewed us the naked deformity of viee
~—the poifon that is mixed with its fweet intoxicating
draughts of pleafure, and that ruia in which its flow-
ery paths end.——He hath laid before our reflecting
minds the native charms of virtue—its manly ratio-
nal joys, and thofe pure and unmixed ftreams of hea-
venly pleafuses, by which it dwells for ever more.—
¢ Life and immortality are fully brought to light by
hisgofpel.”  Fudpment, heaven and bell are clearly
unveiled to our underftandings——that future and eter-
nal weight of glory which awaits the righteous—that
fcene of endlefs torments which fhall be the certain
portion of every foul which defpifes the grace of the
gofpel, and rebels againft infinite love——and that im- -
partial judgment by which the fates of all moral a-
gents will be finally decided and determined———are all
revealed and laid naked and open by the beams of
this RIGHTEOUS SUN.

3dly. By the fame glorious light, the molt power-
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ful perfuafives againfl vice, and the flrongefl motives to
duty, are unveiled to the mind :=——motives peculiar to
the gofpel, of which the wifet heathens "had no
knowledge, and which were but very imperfectly un-
derftood by the Fews themfelves, I fhall here but
juft biat at owe amosg a number which might be
mentioned. ,

ArL will acknowledge, with the apoltle, that
“ Gop 18 LovE.” Creation and providence proved
this truth to the wifer heatben. Thofe fireams of the
divine benevolence, which fpread themfelves in all
directions over the whole face of nature, led their re-
fleting thoughts up to the fountain, and taught them
to give him that fublime appellation, Deus OrTiMuUs
MAximus—* the crEATEST and the BEsT of
Beings !”’—But what is Gop’s ¢creating and conferv-
ing love, when compared to that which he has mani-
fefted in the redemption of finners by CarisT 2=
Not contented to have borne witnefs to this truth,
¢ that HE 18 LOVE,” by the creation of an univerfe,
he fends the Logp of the univerfe himfelf to give us
the ftrongeft affurances of it. * His own eternal Soa
vouchfafes to bring the commendations of his Father’s
love towards us. He veils the brightnefs of his glory,
which would have dazzled and confounded us, and
becomes a man; that, in our own nature and likenefs,
he might become a more effe@ual preacher of the di-
vine loving kindnefs to our race, and fet before us for
our imitation, an example of divine grace and human
virtue nearer our ftandard !”~—And what does he
more }—He dies on a crofs for our guilty race, aod
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wexpiates our fins, that he might bring us under the
dire® and eternal beams of the divine loving-kind-
nefs !=—Here is divine love and philanthropy t—
Here is a-motive to repentance and holy obedience,
which is the peculiar difcovery and the brightef? glory
of the gofpel !—*“ Hear, O heavens, and give ear O
earth ! He dies for thofe by whom he dies ; and that

. very blood which mankind had fhed, was poured out
to teflify his love of man!”

4thly. TuaT which is the diftinguithing glory
of this fun of righteonfnefs, and of that difpenfation
of light which he has fhed on the moral world, is,
that all this important knowledge is made level to the
meaneft, weakeft capﬁxcity. Thofe great truths and
do@rines which are the bafis of eternal falvation—
that knowledge of the only true Gop, and of Jesus
CHrisT whom he has feat, which is eternal life to all
who enjoy and improve it—are not couched in pbi-
bofephical terms, or darkened and perplexed by fué-
4l reafonings and puzzling diffinctions, but are
made fo obvious to every honelt mind, that he wko
runs may read it. So that with truth it may be affirm-
-ed, that the knowledge of all the heathens put toge-
ther, is no more to that knowledge which is nowi
the power of the weakeft, humbleft, moft illiterate
Chriftian, than the light of a thoufand twinkling
tapers, to the light of the fun in his meridian glo-
ry.

WHEREVER the everlafting gofpel is faithfully
preached, this marvellous light prevails, and is ac-
companied with a difpenfation of the quickening Spi-
- Vor. IL s
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rit, which, if not reje@ted and abufed, muft renderit
the power of Gop unto falvation to every one who
beligveth.,

THus therefore does it appear, with an evidence
‘which cannot be refilted, that CurisT has produced
the effedts of a R1iGuTEOUS suN in the moral world,
fo far as his light hath been permitted to fhine—and
bath, in a great meafure, chafed away the clouds of
error and ignorance from the Chriftias hemifphere.

Myucu more might be added to illuftrate this
charming fubje@—but our time js elapfed—and I
muft baften to conclude by a brief

ArrricaTion—-And

- 1ft. Taese illuftrious effeéts produced by the
SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS in the moral world—
that fuperior light of knowledge which every where
prevails, whete the gofpel is regularly and faithfully
j:reached—are public and ftanding proofs of the di-
vinity of that revelation in which we believe, and are
alane fufficient to convince all gainfayers. It is a
proof of the {trongeft kind, demonftrating the caufe
from its vifible and permanent effe@s, It cannot be
denied that, fince the promulgation of the gofpel,
vulgar Chriftianity hath excelled learned Paganifm
in the moft fublime and important branches of know-
ledge. Whence comes it to pafs that a poor illiterate
peafant or herdfman is mafter of more important
knowledge, and fhall give more pertinent anfwers to
thofe fublime queftions concerning the being and per-
fe@tions of Gop——the produdion of this world—
#he origin of moral evil—and the nature aod dyrar
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tion of the human foul ;—and fhall lay down more
excellent rules and motives for virtue and piety, than
Arifiotle, Plato, Seneca, or the greateft philofophers
~ of the heathen world ?=—Proceeds it not hence, that
near eighteen hundred years ago, the SUN OF RIGH-
TEOU SNEsS arofe in Palefline, and difpenfed a new
communication of faving light and knowledge to a
world which lay in darknefs ;—being ** a light to
lighten the Gentiles, the glory of his people Jfracly
and falvation to the ends of the earth.”

2dly. How great fhould be our gratitude and
thankfulnefs to the blefled Gop, that he hath not
only caufed this day-ffar, this glorious fun of righ-
tesufnefs, to arife on this benighted perithing world of
ours; but that he hath alfo brought us out of dark-
nefs, into this marvellous light==—us the feed of the
Gentiles, whole forefathers, not many ages ago,
lived in the groffeft ignorance, and in the vileft idos
latries apd fuperftitions !~—Glory be to Gop in the
bigheft, not only for that there is peace upon carth
and good-will towards men; but that the word of
this falvation bath reached even to us finners -of the
Gentiles—and that, thro’ the tender mercies of our
Gop, he hath caufed this day-fpring frem on high to
wifit us, and give light to us and our heathen ancef-
tors, to guide our feet into the way of peace and fal-
vation—that ave, who walked heretofore in darknefs,
have feen a great light; and that upon us who once
dwelt in the region of the fhadow of death; this light
hath fhined, and now fhines, in its meridian bright-
nefs !—Glory be to the Father of lights and of mer~

S 2
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cies that our eyes now behold this luminary of the
moral world, who by his rays hath illuminated the
whole Chriftian hemifphere, and is daily enlightening
and warming the fouls of millions- of our fellow-
creatures, and ripening them for the world of glorys
¢ where they fhall have no need of the fz#, neither
of the moon to thine in it; for the glory of Goo
doth lighten it, and the Lambis the light thereof{().”

3dly. Since fuch is our privilege. and felicity
under the beams.of the fun of righteoufnefs, thall we
who glory in being: Chriftians, continue iafenfible of
this privilege and felicity ?——Shall we continue co/d,
buorren and unfruitful- under the light and warmth
of this RicHTEOUS sUN ?=—Shall it be our condems
nation (as it will be that of many) that this-glorious
light is come into the world, and fhines around us)
while it appears that we are lovers of darkaefs, by
our attachment to evil deeds ?——0, Gop forbid, my
dear fellow Chriflians I=Rather, while we enjoy
this light, let us believe in the light, and walk in the
light, that we may prove ourfelves -children- of the
light, and of the day; putting on the breaft-plate
of faith and love, and for an helmet, the hope of fal
vation :—and while we receive the rays-of this light
from the glorious SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESs, let us
endeavour, like the moon, to reflect it on the world
around us—thining as lights in the world—h&lding
forth the word of life—and letting our light-fo (hine
before men, that others feeing our good works, may
glorify our Father in heaven—Amen.

(%) Rev. xxi 23
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The manifold ways in which the wif-
dom of Gop is continually at work

to reclaim finners, from-

Prov. i. 20, 2I.

WisDoM crieth without ; fbe uttereth her voice®
in the flreets ; fbe crieth in the chief place of
concourfe, in the openings of the gates : in
the city fbe uttereth her words, {aying, How
long ye fimple ones will ye love fimplicity, &e.

S"OLOM‘O N, in this and the follow'ng verfes,
takes pains to prove, that finful man is the pro+
curing caufe of his own perdition.:—that the blefled
and righteous Gob, in a/l ages, and in all places, but
more efpecially within the pale of his church, does:
every thing, confiftent with his wifdom and juftice,"
to reclaim and reform all mankind, and to bring them-
10 the knowledge of the truth, and fo, to repentance
and final .happinefi :—=ind that thofe who finally
perith of our guilty race, fhall perithjufily, the whole
$3
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world being judges, and without reafon of pity ; fee-
ing they perifh thro’ their own obftinacy and perverfe-
nefs, and againft all the means, motives, and argu-
ments which a wife and good Gob can confiffently
ufe for their reformation and happinefs.

Ix the words of our text, we have an account of
the inflrument or meffznger which Gop. makes ufe of
to reclaim and call home his.wandering creature man
unto himfelf and happinefs, from thofe paths of fin
in which he is pofting on to miferyand deftru@ion—
namely, awifdomn » ¢ Wifdom crieth without;- fhe
uttemeth her voice in the flreets ;~—fhe crieth in.
the chief place of concourfe &c.”—Or, as we have
it, chap. 8th.—** Doth not wifdom cry? and un- .
derftanding put forth her voice ? She ftandeth in the
top of high places ; by the way, in the places of the
paths, Shecrieth at the gates, at the entry of the city,
at the coming in at the doors.—Unto you, O men,
1 call, and my voice is to the fons of men. O ye
fimple, underftand wifdom, and ye fools, be of an
underftanding heart. Hear, for I will fpeak of ex-
cellent things, and the opening of my hps fhall be of
right things

THE word in the original, is -wtfdom:—-whlch is
probably intended to fignify, both the excellency of
divine wifdom, and the man»ifold ways by which Gop
is continually preaching this wifdom to finful to men:
~—not oaly by his word, but alfo by his awor#s, his
providences, reafon, confcience, his fpirit, and abun-
dance of other methods and means of inftruction.

Iy all thefe ways does the wifdom of Gop call
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without, and utter her voice in the fireets : fhe ftand~
eth, asit were, and crieth in the top of high places—
in the chief places of concourfe—by the way of the
paths—at the entrance of the city, and at the very
gates and doors of finners hearts.—And her voice is
addrefled——not to beafls or birds, to trees or flones;
Bot to angels or devils, nor to the deadin their graves,
nor to the inliabitants of Aeaven or 4ell, whofe day of
trial is over, and whofe everlafting deftiny is deter-
mined and fixed—but to the living and rational,
though_finful and unworthy, inhabitants of this earth :
¢ Unto you, O men, 1 call, and my voice is to ¢4
Jons of men!”

Frowm thefe words, it is my purpofe, thro’ the di-
vine afliltance, to lay before you a brief difplay of
the various methods which the wifdom and goodnefs
of Gop has been ufing in all ages and nations, and
is ftill ufing, to reclaim finful human creatures, and
to lead them in the paths of virtue and holinefs to
the fupreme happinefs of their nature. This I fhall
attempt in a variety of inftances ; * And O that while
our ears dwell upon the important fubjec, our very
inmoft fouls might be made to hear the voice of divine
wifdom, and to cherifh, comply with, and coriform to
her falutary dictates——Amen.”

It. Tuen, If we underltand the words meta-
phorically, they may imply ome or both of the follow-
ing truths, '

it. Tuat Gob has implanted a divine inftin&
in the brealt of every human creature, which, were
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it carefully attend.d to and obeyed, would lead them
to virtue and happinefs *. And,

* Wuen I fay ¢ That Gop has implanted a natural in-
flin@t in the breaft of every human creature, which, were it
carefully attended to and followed, would lead them to vir-
tae and Happinefs;” 1 would not be underftood to mean
¢ Any hidden inward Chrift or feed of life, born with the
foul, or making any effential part of it.”” This is an opi-
nion which feems to me to have no clear or folid foundation
in the word of Gop; but rather flatly to contradi& what
the fcriptures every where fay concerning that depraved and’
corrupt ftate of our nature with which'we are born into the
world—*¢ Conceived in fin'and brought forth in inquity;
children of wrath; born in the flefs, even in that flefb or”
corrupt nature, in which there is-ne- good thing, no right or
holy principle.” Sinners are reprefented as ¢ In darkne(s ;.
altogether as an unclean thing; naturally dead in trefpafles
and fins; without Gobo, without Chriff, and without hope
in the world.”—Which certainly could not be ftrictly*true,

“if CHRIST were in them the hope of glory, and if they were:
born with this fced of life in the foul.

Nor would their converfion bereprefented as a new cres-
tion, a new birth, the introdu@ion of a new principle of life”
and light into the foul—an entire renovation and transfor-
mation of the foul, by bringing it from a tate of darknefs
into light, and from a ftate of deat into life,—if Cunist,
the hope of glory, were indeed born in us, and this feed of fife
were a conflituent innate part of our nature.

WHaeN therefore [ fpeak of ¢ An inltinét implanted by
Gop in the breafts of all men, and which may be called na—
tural to them in the prefent conftitution of things,” my
meaning comprehends and includes in it two diftinét ob-
jeéts, :

1ft. Tue remains of natural confiience which our apofta-
¢y has not entircly ruined and defaced, but which is (il



SERMON XXL a3

adly. TaaT the effes of Gop's wifdom, power,
goodnefs and providential care, fo coafpicuous in all

keft by Gob as a principle and centinel in the breaft of man,
for many important purpofes.

WERE it not for this natural confcience, this inftin&tive
power and faculty of comparing our altions with the rule
of them, and approving or condemning them in confe~
quence, men would be as fupid and unfecling as brutes, and
as little capable of moral government as they are—human
focicty would fall into utter diforder and confufion—and
religion could have no poffible hold of the minds of men.

NaTURAL confcierice is that handle of the foul on whicl
religion takes hold.—By this man isinftin&ively convinced,
that he is a fubjeét of moral government; that he is under
alaw; and, by the hopes and fears which it excites in him,
Iic has a clear proof and demonftration (was it duly attend-
ed to) that rewards or puniftiments await him in a worfd
and ftate to'come. For, as nature does nothing in vain ;
and as thefe bopes and fears are natural, inflinttive and fpons
taneous, extendingto the whole human kind—he may hence
clearly infer that thefe hopes and fears are not, cannot be, i-
maginary or groundlefs, but that they muft have their real
objets in nature—i. e.—As fure as a fenfe of the divine
favour and-a hope of future reward and happinefs, fpring
up in the mind, upon a confcioufnefs of our having obeyed
the di€ates of our confcience; fo furely there is and muft be,
a ftate of future reward for the righteous—and as fure as’
a dread of the divine difpleafure, and a fear of future pu-
mifhment {pring up in our minds, on a confcioufnefs of our
having difobeyed the di€tates of ourconfcience, fo furcly there
is, and muf be, a ftate of future punifliment for the wicked.
‘This is that /Jew and Jight, writtcn on the hearts of the
heathens, by which, as the apoftle obferves; they judge and
condemn themfelves, and by which they will be judged and:
eondemned; fee the 2d. chap. of his epiftle to the Romans.

adly., Tockraer with this univerfal law.and light of
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the works of his hands which we fee or know, all
finners with a loud voice to virtue, piety and happi<
nefs.

1. THAT Gop hath implanted a divine inftin®
in the breafts of all men, which, were it carefully at-
tended to and followed, would lead them to virtue
and happinefs, has been a prevailing fentiment both
among(t the Fews and beathens.

Puiro feems to have been clearly of this opinion.
Levi ben Ger/bom an ancient Jewith Rabbi, exprefsly
fays, that * Divine wifdom calls upon all mortal men
with a loud voice, whilft it infufes itfelf into their
fouls, prompting them by certain natural inftinés, mo-
tions and propenfions to pradife goodnefs and virtue,
and to fhun the contrary.”

It has been the general opinion of the beathen
philofophers, that all mankind are born with an in-
ftin@tive tendency to virtue, which, were it cultivated

and improved, would lead them to moral and divine.

wifdom, or to integrity of life and manners. Thefe
firft principles are termed opuar, apopuas, and apyai,
by Ariftotle, and are univerfally acknowledged by al-
moft all the ancient philofophers, who unanimoufly
agree, that all vicious and wicked men are guilty, and

matural confeience, which is preaching up virtue and happi~

nefs to the whole world, T alfo underftand that principle of .

common grace, or thofe operations”’of Gen’s holy Spirit,
which are more or lefs knocking at the hearts of all men,
and ftriving with all men, in aid of their natural confcience,
to reduce them from the paths of vice and mifery, and to
bring them back to the paths of virtue and bappinefs, and
§ix them in the favour and enjoyment. of Gob.
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worthy of condemnation, for not following and obey-
’ ing thefe better principles of their nature. Ariffotle
" upon this fubje& exprefsly affirms, that tho’ it be not
in the power of wicked men, who are far gone in vice,
and become habitual finners, to reform themfelves;
yet they are neverthelefs inexcufable and avorthy of
punifbment—** As one, fays he, that cafts a ftone:
the ftone is no more in his power after he has caft it
-~—he cannot recal it again ;~—but before he caft it, -
he might have chofen whether he would caft it or
not: fo that he is juftly liable for all the damage it
may do. Juft fo, adds he, it is with unjuft and intem-
perate men : it was once in their power not to have
been fuch; and therefore they are fuch aillingly and
of choice ;~—but being once fuch, they have loft the
power of being otherwife.””—* For nature,” fays
another heathen, *“ has furnithed a/l mankind, at firft,
with certain inffinive notions and favourable oppor-
tunities, by the help of which they might have at-
tained to the knowledge of truth, and the pradice of
virtue; but the generality having neglected thefe,
hence it is that they acquire evil habits, and are con-
firmed in wickednefs ; having loft the power of difcern-
ing between right and wrong, falfebood and truth.”
It is not my prefent bufinefs either to jufify or
condemn this do&rine of the héathen philofophers, or
to examine how far it is confiltent with the do&rines
of our holy religion: but this I may freely venture
to affirm, that, notwithftanding our natural blindnefs,
corruption and pronenefs to evil, yet there are certain
natural principles implanted in us, which powerfully
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<all and incline all mankind to virtae and happinefs.
Blind, dark and imperfec? as our underftandings are,
yet if they do but open their eyes never {o little, they
muft difcern, and be in fome meafure charmed awith,
the beauty and lovelinefs of virtue, and difgufted with
the uglinefs and defermity of vice. He muft be un-
commonly blind and ftupid indeed, who cannot per-
ceive that fobriety is more beautiful and excellent than
drunkennefs—=that humility and mecknefs, are more
amiable than pride, felf-conceit and furious pajfion—
that blafpbemy, knavery, adultery, falfehood, flander
and perfury are hateful and pernicious beth in them-
felves and in their confequences—and that Hencffy,
Sair-dealing, truth, chaflity and integrity of manners
are ornamental in themfelves, beneficial to fociety, and
of good report among men. The very contempt, mis
JSery and punifbment, which almoft always attend
awickednefs even in this world, and the approbation,
pleafure and bappinefs which accompany good and
virtaous altions, is a loud voice of divine wifdom cal-
ling mankind to virtue and happinefs—not to fpeak
at prefent of the peace and pleafure of a good confci-
ence, and the joyous approbation of one’s own heart,
which ever accompany the workers of righteoufnefs—
and thofe bitter inward ftings of remorfe which haunt
and purfue the wicked wherever they go, and which
will never wholly leave them, till they either drop
into hell, or become wholly hard-hearted and infen-
fible. ' '
2dly. Ir we take the words of our text in a me-
taphorical fenfe, they may allo point out to us the
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woice of vifible mature which is every where, and in
all ages, calling to all mankind, and teaching them the
-great leflons of wifdom and virtue,

In this fenfe, every part of Gop’s workmanthip in
the vifible world, is a powerful preacher of righteouf-
nefs to Pagans, Mabomedans, Jews and Chriftians.
Thus doth *¢ wifdom (even the manifold wifdom of
Gob in the creation, formation, prefervation and go-
vernment of the material world)—cry aloud ; fhe
uttereth her voice in the {treets; fhe ftandeth and
crieth in the top of high places, by the way, in the
place of the paths.” If we do but open our eyes, and
look up towards heaven, there we behold the moft
convincing proofs of the being of Gop, and the plain~
eft fignatures of his power and wifdom.—7%ere we'
behold the vifible heavens declaring to the eye and
ear of reafon, the glory of Gob, and the firmament
thewing forth his handy works.——7%ere we behold
the {un, the moon and the ftars, which his almighty
hands have framed, moving on with incredible fwift-
nefs thro’ the boundlefs fpace, with the utmoft order
and regularity—fulfilling the fovereign will of their
Creator—preaching his power, wifdom and goodnefs
to every rational inhabitant of this earth, in a language
which all underftand——and

‘¢ Ever finging, as they thine;

¢ The hand that made us, is divine.”

There we fee day unto day uttering fpeech, and night
unto night fhewing us knowledge—we fee day and
pight, fummer and winter, feed time and harveft, ob-
ferving their conftant times and feafons, for thoufands
Vou, II, T
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of years, without the leaft variation. And thefe are
univerfal preachers, who preach not only to Feus
and Chriffians, or to people of one country or lan-
guage——but to all the world——* Thereis no fpeech
or language, fays the Pfalmift, where their voice is
not heard; their do&rine is gone out thro’ all the
<arth, and their words to the end of the world (¢).”
Agaia,

Ir we go out to the place of the paths, to our gar-
ens or fields, does not the fame wifdom ftill meet us,
and lift up its voice unto us 2—Do we not there be~
hold the unfearchable wifdom and power of Gop, as
avell as his providential goodnefs and care, in every
berb, in every flower, in every tree, in every fruit, in
every beaft, fowl, fifb and crecping thing >—How
are thefe things made ?=~~How do they grow }—
How are they preferved and propagated?>=—How doth
every feed produce its own herb, plant and tree ?—
And every bealt bring forth its own kind ?——=What
gives to every flower, fruit and root, its own peculiar
generic and fpecific form, colour, tafle, fmell and vit-
tue !—Why does one herb or tree fuck poifon out
of the fame foil, whence another, befide it, extrads
pleafant and wholefome nourifhment ?~—Why is one
root or fruit bitter, while another, juft befide it, is
Jweet, or four, or acrid, or wholly infipid >~ Are
not all thefe vegetables fed-and nourifhed by the fame
earth, fun, dew, rain and air >~—What thep makes .
the difference in their fenfible qualities and medici-
#al properties ?~=Can human wifdom account for

() Philms zix. 3,—4,
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this ? Could human power or fkill, produce or effe®
thefe things ?—Mauft there not then be fome adeguate

" ¢aufz of all thefe wonders among which we live ?—

Some infinitely wife, powerful, good and every where
prefent Being, who hath made this vifible world, with
all its parts and creatures, and who is continually at
work in every place, fupporting, fuftaining and ruling
it ?==And who is this but the Gop and Father of our
Lorp Jesus CHrisT, whom we worthip ?=—And
what is the voice of all his works, and of all thofe
difcoveries of his power, wifdom and goodnefs which
they exhibit, to us the children of men ?~—Is it not
plainly this :—=*¢ O ye fons of men! wherever ye go;
ye meet me ! in all things which ye fee and hear, ye
fee and hear me ! in every thing ye tafte and enjoy,
ye talte and enjoy me ! Why then do ye forget and nes
gle&t me ? Why rebel ye againt that reafon and con-
fcience I have given.you ? Wherefore do ye difregard
and violate thofe laws which 1 Have written on'your
hearts >—~The fun; moon and ftars ; the herbs, trees;
beafts and fithes ; day and night; times and feafons ;
heaven, earth and fea; rain, clouds and ftormy tem-
pelts—all, all nature and all her laws, every thing a-
round you obey the laws which I have given them—
Why do you not imitate their example }—Why will
you abafé my goodnefs, and depart from me }~—Why
will you alone of all the creatures around you, revolt
from the order prefcribed to you, exorbitate from the
fphere of your duty, and fly off from the center of
your happinefs *—~Return, O ye children of men,
from ‘your finful and deltru&ive ways; return to the
T 2
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paths of virtue and happinefs; retura to me who amr
the fource of your beings, and the alone portion and-
relt of your fouls!” X

THus are the invifible perfections of Gop clearly
feen from created nature, being underftood by the
things he has made, even his eternal power and God-
head——and thus do all his works continually preach
up piety and virtue to man——in fo much that even
the ftupid and wicked part of the heathen, who bave
not learnt fome meafure of piety and righteoulnels
from them, fhall be without excufe, But

1idly, Ir we underftand the words of eur textin
their plain literal meaning—we maft conceive of the:
wife man as delcribing thofe methods. in which the
Jews and many of the deathen nations were inftrudted
in the leffons of divine wifdom. ,

Gop was pleafed fo to order it,.that very few
even of the heathen nations were without their teach-
ers of wifdom, Many of their philofophers taught
fome excellent do@rines concerning Gop, and the du-
ties which we owe to him, to our fellow creatures.
and to ourfelves. And this kind of tébeology and mo-
ral philufophy, they did not only fpread abroad in the
world by their writings, but alfo taught it publicly-
in their {chools, and at the gates and in the fireets
of great cities, where valt multitudes of people were-
affembled together,

A GrEaT part of their wifdom alfo confifted in
parables, and wife and aveighty fentemces, much like
the proverbs of Solemon ; fuch as the following—
** Know thyfelf.—Think of righteoufnefs as thou
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goeft along the way.~——Pradtife virtue in thy life and
converfation,~—Deceive not thy friend,” and thelike
now, of thefe wife fayings, fome wereengraven in their
2emples, and attributed to their gods, becaufe they were
thought to furpafs the wifdom of mortal men—and
‘others were engraven on pillars ot flatues; and fet
p in commbon ways or public places, that travellers
and all who paffed might read as they run, and learn
wifdom as they walked.

- Now, Sokymon, in the words of our tekt might
refer, in part, to thofe public fchools of philofophy a-
mong the heathens, and thefe’ other public methods
by which the providence of Gop gave them opportu-
nities of learning the leffons of moral and divine wif~
dom, and the great duties of life :~——including, at the
fame time, thofe internal calls tovirtue and happinefs,
from the ‘moral fenfe, the woice of confeience, and
thofe motions and infpirations of that divine Spirit,
which perhaps was never wholly withheld from any
of the race of lapfed man, unlefs by their wilfully
and obftinately refifting his falutary impreffions.

‘BuT the wife man, in thefe words, feems to have
a peculiar reference to the public methods of religious
inftru@ion among the Fews. Thefe had their pub-
lic fchools and fynagogues, where the law of Gop
was daily tavght and expounded both to young and
old. And ngt only was the divine Jaw thus taught
in public by the priefls, feribes, lawyers, and doctors
or rabbies, but alfo by the prophets who had it ex-
prefsly in charge from Gob to deliver their meflages
and exhortations in ‘the moft public places of con-

, T 3
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courfe, and in the gates of their cities; where they were
like to have the greatelt numbers of hearers—to
¢ lift up sheir voices like trumpets; to cry aloud,
and not fpare, to tell the people of Ifrac/ their tranf-
grefions. Thus faid the Lorp unto me, fays Fere
miaby Go and fland in the gate of the children of thy
people, whereby the kings of Fudabh come in, and
by the which they go out, and in all the gates of -
Ferufalem ; and fay unto them, Hear ye the word
of the Lorp, ye kings of Fudah, and all Fudab,
and all the inhabitants of Ferufalem thatenter in by
thefe gates (¢).

Besipgs ; left the 7ows fhould forget the great
things of their law, and that it might be néxt to im-
poffible for them to forgetthem, they were command-
ed to have the precepts of it written and engraved on
the pofts of their gates and of their doors, and alfo
on their phylactaries which they wore om their gar-
ments ; that wherefoever they went they might mees
the precepts of divine wifdom, and learn their duty
as they went out, and as they came in, as they fat in
their houfes, and as they walked in their {treets:
¢¢ Thefe words, fays the divine lawgiver, that I com-
mand thee this day, fhall be in thine heart; and
thou fhalt teach them diligently to thy children, and
fhalt talk of them when thou fitteft in thy houfe, and
when thou walkeft by the way, and when thou lieft
down, and when thou rifeft up ; and thou fhalt bind

. them for a fign on thine hand, and they fhall be as
frontlets between thine eyes, and thou fhalt write
() Jer. zvii. 1g. ' ‘
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them on the pofls of thine houfe, and upon thy
gates (d).”—Not to add here, that the whole of
their facrifices and other ceremonial duties of religion
were continual public leflons of divine wifdom. Well
thercfore might the wife man addrefs the words of
our text to the Fews—*¢ Wifdom crieth without
fhe uttereth her voice in the ftreets ; fhe crieth in
the chief place of concourfe, in the opening of the
gates; in the city fhe uttereth her voice, faying, Un-
to you, O men, I call and my voice is to the fons of
men !”

Anp if fuch were the calls of divine wifdom to
the beathens and Fews—if fo manmy and fo various
were -their opportunities of learning- the great doc-
grines and duties of morality and religion ; how much
greater are the advantages which we Ghriftians en-
joy 2 How much louder and more diftinétly does the
manifold wifdom of Gob call unto us in the clear light
of this gofpel day ?—=I .fhall endeavour to reprefem
tkofe methods which divine wifdom is ufing to reclainy
us, and lead us in the way of virwe aed happiaefs, in
a variety of inftances,

Divine wifdom lifteth vp her voice to us pub-
licly—fhe crieth as it were aloud, and uttereth het
voice in the flreets, and in the top of high places, aond
thatin the following ways, as

1ft. By the works of her hands, which cry alotld

to.our underftandings and .convince our reafon, that

there is 2 Gop who has made us and all things, who

fuftains us and all things, and confequently, that we
(4) Deut, vi, 6,—19.
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are obliged, as his creatures and fubjects, to fear, ad*
mire, honour, worfhip, reverence and obey him ac-
cording to all the difcoveries of his will, whether by
reafon, confcience or revelation, The great book of
nature is open unto us, as well as to the beathen,
and that with peculiar advantages ; as weknow much
more of ‘the variety, wifdom and grandeur of the di-
vine works than the ignorant heathen did. The fim,
moon and ftars are daily and nightly preaching righte-
oufnefs to us. The light which they give us, inftead
of directing our feet in the paths of wickednefs, fthould
lead our thoughts to heaven every time we behold
them, and imprefs us with great and worthy thoughts
of the power, wifdom and goodnefs of their and our
* Creator,~—and thus illuminate our fouls with the rays
of divine wifdom, as they enlighten our bodies by
- their natural brightoefs.—When we behold the {an,
we fhould remember that *¢ thus fhall the righteous
fhine in the kingdom of their Father——yea, brighter
than the flars, for ever and ever,”—If the fun and
ftars are fuch bright and glorious beings, how much ~
more bright and gldrious #He who made them, and
taught them to fhine.—Do they perform their courfes
fo regularly: how much more ought we, who have
reafon and religion to guide us, and for whofe ufe they
were made ?——If it is fo-uricomfortable to be without
their light: how dreadfully gloomy, comfortlefs and
diftreffing mult be the everlafting blacknefs’ of dark-
nefs of hcH and of the divine difplea‘ure 2—If their
light is {n chearing and exhilirating an obje& to our
. eyes and to ourminds : how much mere comforiable
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and refrething muft the light of Gop’s reconciled
eountenance, the unclouded fplendors of the fun of
righteoufnefs, and the glorious and eternal brightnefs
of heaven be to our fouls?

Acain; if we turn our wondering eyes: to the
earth and fea and all their richnefs and fulnefs, how
can we choofe but to be filled with grateful thoughts
of the goodnefs of that Gop, who hath made all thefe
things for us, and given us the dominion over them,
and fitted thém for our ufe and enjoyment ?—In this
view of things, every creature preaches the goodnefs
of our Gov, and calls for our admiration, gratitude
and praife! Gop whifpers to us, as it were, in the
gentle breeze,——calls aloud in.the tempeft—and lift-
eth up- his voice in fill more dreadful accents in the.
lightning’s forked glare, and the thunder’s hollow
roar. In this laft ¢ his voice,” as the Pfalmift ob-
ferves, *“ is terrible and full of majefly,” and fhould
accordingly ftrike terror into the hearts of fioners,
whom by a flath of lightning he can quickly confume,
or deftroy them by thofe ftormy winds which fulfil his: -
word. Again,

2dly. Tue providences of Gop call aloud to fin-
ners, and either cogently impel, or gently invite them
to repentance.

WaeN famine, peftilence, ficknefs or war—when
public calamities, or private loffes and afflictions fur-
round or affiult us—then is Gop's voice known by
the judgments which he executes on the earth,
‘When finners thus fee the fad effets and ravages of
fin, and thefe evident tokens of the divioe difpleafure
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againft our earth :——when they behold their fellow
finners eating the bitter fruits of their iniquity, and
carried off in their fins——or, when they themfelves
are thus fuffering under the rod of a provoked and
offended Gop-—ought not thefe judgments, which
are abroad in the earth, to teach the inhabitants
thereof righteoufuefs (4) ?=—Does not the wifdom of
Gonp lift up her voice and cry aloud to them, in thefe
providences, to turn from their fins, and do no more
foolifhly, and to flee to Gop for refuge and protec-
tion, that they may not fall under the rod of the
wicked ?

Nor furely can it be denied that there is a win-
ning and alluring voice in the merciful difpenfations
of the Divine Providence, calling finners to repent-
ance. Surrounded with undeferved comforts, loaded
with forfeited benefits, environed on every fide with
long-abufed mercies, protections and deliverances—
followed by thefe through every fucceffive period and
viciffitude of life, under the provoking circum{tances
" of ingratitude, contempt and abufe, on our part—
thefe mercies renewed, and renewed, and renewed a-
gain, after breach of vows, promifes and repeated fo-
lemn refolutions of amendment (as tho’ the patience
of Gop was never to be wearied, nor his anger to be
provoked ; but as if he were determined ever to wait
to be gracious, and never remit ftriving with us, and
heaping mercies upon us, unti] he has effetually over~
come our obftinacy, and brought us to repentance)—
.what can be the language of this aftonithing proce-:

() Iaiah xxvi. 9o
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dare, if it be not to call finners to virtue and happi-
nefs?

THus as Gobp’s goodnefs and long-fuffering pa-
tience fhould /ead us, fo the ftrokes of his rod are
<alculated to drive us (if I may fo fpeak) to repent-
“-ance.

3dly. Is not Gop calling aloud to us by our bibles,
by his Son, and by a preached gofpel ? Can we plead
that the word of Gop, or the laws and conditions of
his gofpel are concealed from us ?—We cannot, like
the heathens, fay that we have no written law of
Gop—nor, like many Chriftians, that our teachers
have taken from us the holy fcriptures, which are the
key of knowledge, The do&rines and precepts of
heavenly wifdom are not confined to private fechools,
or fecret myfleries, as they were in many places a-
anong the heathen. The great prophet and high-prieft
of our religion taught it publicly, in the temple, in the
Jynagegues, on mountains, by the fea fide, on the
houfe tops, in the firects, in the chief places of con-
«courfe, in the opening of the gates, and in fecret he
faid pothing which was not to be repeated openly (¢).
He alfo charged his miniffers and apoftles to proclaim
his gofpel publicly, on the houfe tops, and to let the
light of their doctrines thine before all men ( f).—
They were to teach all nations; to teach publicly,
and from houfe to houfe ; to declare the whole coun-
fel of Gov, and to keep nothing back which was
‘within the limits of their extenfive commiffion.—
They had no fecrets to keep, no fecret doffrines to

(#) John xviii. 20, (f) Mat. Vo—X. 25

}
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propagate, nor any fecret myfleries to celebrate ; adl
‘nwoe was unto them if they did not teach @/ whatfo-
-ever their Lorp commanded them, and preach the
gofpel to every human creature, and propagate its
glad tidings and boly precepts to all nations, and if
they were not inftant in this work in feafon and out of
feafon ! They were to cry aloud, and lift up their
voices like trumpets, and admonifh, rebuke and ex-
hort with all long-fuffering and do&rine, and warn
every man, and exhort every man, that, if poffible,
they might prefent every man perfe& in CHRIST
Jesus,—and fay, in the name of the great Gop and
his Son Jesus Cur1sT—** Ho, every one that thirft-
th, come ye to the waters; and he that hath ne
money: come buy wine and milk, without money
and withcut price, Wherefore do ye fpend money
for that which is not bread ? and your labour for that
which fatisfieth not ? Hearken diligently unto me,
‘and eat ye that which is good, and let your foul de-
‘light itfelf in fatnefs. Incline your ear, and come un-
to me; hear, and your foul fhall live; and I will
‘make an everlafting covenant with you, even the fure
mercies of David.—Behold I have given him for 2
witnefs to the people, for a leader and commander
“to the people.~Seek ye the Lorp while he may be
found, callupon him while he is near: let the wicked
" forfake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
and let him return unto the Lorp, and he will have
mercy upon him; and to our Gop, for he will abun-
daatly pardon (g).” They were to preach repent-

(g) 1fa. lv. 1,—8, -
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wnte for the remiffion of fins to all nations, beginning
at Ferufalerw; and to fay; “ Believe in the Lorn
Jusus CarrsT, and ye thall be faved; repent, and
<aft away your tranfgreflions, that ye perifh not.
‘Wath you, make you clean, put away the evil of yout
doings from before mine eyes ; ceafe to doevil, learn
to do well, feek judgment, relieve the oppreffed, judge
the fatherlefs, plead for the widow——and tho’ yout
fins be as fcarlet, they fhall be as white as faow;
though they be red like crimfon, they fhall be as
wool (4).”=—In a word; * they are ambafladors for
CHrisy, a3 tho’ Gop himfelf did befeech men by
them, praying them, in Cur18T’s ilead, to be recon=
siled to Gob (i).”

AND not only did Gop cry aloud unto ﬁnners by
the rOPHETS, his SoN, and his ArosTLEs; but he
alfo procured that their dofrines, calls and mefages
thould be preferved in writing, and difperfed among
all nations, that every Chriftian country might not
only. have this gofpel proclaimed aveedly in their
churches, but might alfo have the ineftimable trea«
fure of Gop’s werd in their houfes, that they might
daily featch it themfelves, and teach it diligently to
their children, and have it conftantly in their mouths
and in their hearts, as the rade of their lives, and
the charter of their beavenly bopes.

THus are the prophets and apoftles, though dead,
yet {till {peaking nnto-us~—and our divioe Lorp and-
Mafter, tho’ now in heaven, yet ftill calling urito fin

(#) Maiah §. 36,18, (i) 3 Cor. v. 20,
Vou, IL. U
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ners, as it were, from the throne of his glory, andin.
yiting them to virtae and happinefs. I may ftill add .
- 4thly. Tue voice of reafon, of confcience, and
of Goo’s Holy Spirit join iffue with the revealed
word of Gop, and fometimes ahifper, fometimes cakl
@loud, to finoers to turn from their evil ways, aod be
bappy.~By human ynderftanding, by the light and
law of nature, by the powers and faculties of reafon,
by .the office of confcience, by the iofluences, motions
and ftrivings of the Holy Spirit——by .a// thefz does
Gob lift up his voice to the children of men, and re~
cal them from perditign. Thefpirit of a -man, is.the
candle of the Loz, and his advecate apd folicitor i
the human breaft; fo that wherever men go, theg
may hear a voice qithin them, faying, * This is the
way; walk yein it;, turn neither to the right hand;
nor to the left I”’~—Nor is the voice of confrience al-
ways a ffill fmall voice: it fometimes cries aloud,
and lifts yp its voice in dreadful majefiy to the hearts
of Ginngrs, and makes them pay bitter fauce for. their
{weet and pleafant fins,
. Has it not often bitterly- myroaehed thee, (o) ﬁnn
ger, and capfed thee to hear its voice, and feel its
power, even in thine inward heart; and told thee
pluinly that the way thou wall in would lead thee to
perdition, and that Gop was angry with thee, and
that judgmept was waiting for thee—-and caufed thee
tp judge and condemn thyfelf, and zo0 abhor and de-
#cft thine own doinga |
Axp when thou wouldeft have gladly got rid of
#33 importunities, and haft endeavoured with all thy-
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tight to hufh and filence its remonftrances, has it not -
even purfued thee into thy wicked conipany, or to thy
bed andd feciét retirement; and loéﬂ!y vrarucd thee of

thysgotleand danger 2. 1
sthly. AnD.to conclade® -as I'kiinted Before, God
ealleth tofinners, and Wifdomi lifteth up her voice, by
théir own knowledge and experience of the evil nature
and fatal confequences of fin, both in themfelves and
others. It is a ditate of common prodence, that what
we have once experienced to be:evitand pernicious, we
fhould fhun and aveid for the futare. And as our'owh
experience fhould teach us this plain ahd neceffary
“[effon, fo we are equally bound in redfon and pru-
deoce to learn this wifdom from the follies and mift
earriages of others. 1f we faw our neighbour injured
by a certain projec, "ot bit and cheated’ by dealing
with a certain'man, ought we ot in-pradence to fhua
having any concerninfuch:a proje®; or any dealing
with fueh a man2«—If we faw thoufunds entering on
& certain bridge; and not one in an hundred going over
fafe, but the generality falling in and drowning, would
we not if poffible avoid going over fuch a bridge e
Now; to:apply this;- have we not in numberlefs in-
ftances, * experienced the - evil matare and pernicioud
tonfequences of firr in ourfelves? Have we not found:
the fruit of fin, generally fpeaking, to be fbame and
di/bonour, the lofs of credit, - friends and intereft—=
aud in many cafes, a difeafed body and troubled con-
JSeience 2~=-Or if we have been fo happy as hithertd
t0 thave: efcaped this. fatal experience, thro’ a fortas
w3tz ‘and happy freedom from' the groffer and more
U a
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pernicious clafs of fins ; yet have we not obferved this
m others? Did we ever know a motoriops finner to be
bappy, bonpurgble or refpected ?~—Did we ever. heas
the world fpeak well of fuelt an one ¥~—Did we evar
know iniquity to profper loag; or its gains to go down
to the third and fourth generations? We may indeed
Rave heard fianers boaf} of Meir wickednefs, and glory
in their thame, jn the hour of their intoxication, or
amidfl the gay and javial ciccle of their diffolute com-
panions ; but did we ever hear them do.this ix pri/as.
oa a death-bed, ov. ynder the gallows?—On the or
ther hand, did we ever hear a mas or a womap repens
of their pious, virtuous, or good 3Gians, or reproacls
shemfelves for having been honeft, cbafte, fober, juit,
or charitable 2—~Have we never heen forced to mike
a remark of: it, that sewefly is the bef} policy, evania
this prefent life, and that peqas, bewodr, bappinefs
and profperity are generally tho,rowasd of rightctufy
refs even in this wicked world J=—That even uiat
Jittle which a righteous man hath, is better thaw the
riches of many wicked ?~—Afk & poor, haneft, pious
man, if he wauld exchange conditions with the richcf
rague or malt profperous villain—Afk a poor virtar
ous womanm, if the would change soaditions with 3
royal or imperial whore, and they would difdain the
propofal, and the whele virtwous and right-judging
world. would approve and applaud them for fo-daing!l

“1s not this, then, 8 ud cali-and a frrong inducer
ment to virtue and piety ;. and does ot wifdom ery
aloud to the children of mesa, by this conflitution of
zhings, to turn from thairevil wagt, and pusfuevice

[
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tue, honour and happinefs. But I now proceed to a
brief ' '
*  ArrricaTionof the fubje®. And here I would
‘tlofe by one fhort and obéioas inference (for indced
the fubjedis dire@y pradlical, arid applies itfelf)—=
Has Gop taken fuch infinite pains to fliew us the evil
Bature anid confequences of otrr fins, and to lead os td
¥rue happinefs in the way of virtue and true holinefs ?
“—~Have we the book of nature and*the book of re-
velation—the calls of reafon, of confeience, and of
expenence“—the voice of Prowdmce, and the means
"Wad ordindnces of grace—-the ¥ears of helf and the
hopes ‘of beaver—all powerfully perfaalling and in-
dlining finners'tG hun the dangerous‘and ‘deftrutive
Paths of vice, and to'purfué happinefs in‘the pleafant,
peaceful and hodourable way of ‘virtue and: holinefs?
‘What eictfe then fhall we have,. if We -continue in
our ‘fing}- and fall fhort of eternal life ?~~Did the B
Beathens Know fo much of the beidg, wifdom, power,
juftice, goodnefs and law of Gob, as fhall leave them
without excufe on the judgment day, if they continue
in fin again(t this light; what then (hall become of
wicked and ignorant Chriftians, unto whom divine
wifdom calls with a fronger, clearer and more difs
#in# voice ?—If the mere unafhifted light of nature
taught many of the heathen to love, fear and reve~
rence Gon—to obey the voice of reafon, and follow
the ditates of confcience—to live fober, honelt,
chafte, temperate and virtuous lives<—not to be paf-
fionate or revengeful under the greateft provocations
=—n0t t0 lic or {wear for the greatsit advantages—
Us
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to deal honeftly, jultly and truly with all men——aad
to hate and defpife mean and difhoneft actions of eve
ry kind—(and thus it has taught many of the ancient:
Greeks and Romans, and {tiHl teaches many of the
modern Chinefe and - Fapunefe to do)—what thea:
will be the jult doom of Cbhriftian adulterers, for-
nicaters, thirves, druskards, unjuff dealers, and.
swicked livers, who have an hundred times the means
of knowledge and’ virtue which thofe poor beathens
gnjoyed ?~—We read their juft and awful deom in.
fome of the following verfes, and may Gop.difpofe
aad enable fuch to confider it before it be too late t—
* Becaufe I have called, and ye refufed; I have-
firetched out my hand, and no-man regarded; bt
ye have fet at neught all my counfel, and would none-
of my reproof: I alfo will lavgh at your calamity;.
3 will mock when your fear.cometh ;. when your fear:
cometh as defolation, and your deftruction cometh ¢
a whirlwind; when diftrefs and anguith.cometh upos

,0“ (344

bl
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I

The foundation of hell laid in wicked:
nefs m—-orﬁntrmsfdlﬁpnparcd for. dc»
firuction, frem

t t.

Rowm,. ix. 22, laft clanfe.

[

'-——7’&: veffels of wrabh fitted to.defirultion.

T would be atedlpus and; perhaps, unpleqfing tafk,
to .enter largely at prefent into the apoftle’s defign

in this diffcalt and vruch difpused chapter, It feems )
evident upon the wholg, that, from the fourseents to
the swenty-fourth veife, he is fhewing that Gop,
being the fovereign Lowp and rightful proprietor of
his own creatures, may difpofe of them and deal with
them ay feemeth good uato him——In particular,. thag
he may chufe fome peoples ar pations, and ponfct
wpon them very diltinguithing favours and prmlegcs{
$0 which they have no claim by nature or merits
and that, on the other hand, from among many cri-;
minals he may fele® fome in particular to very greay
and examplary punifiments——while be may, at the
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fame time, {hew mrercy and favour to others equally
guilty : in like manner as-a ju/f and righteous king
may fhew favour to fomne malefaltors who are under
fentence of death, while he fuffers the extent and fe-
verity of the law to be executed on the reff.—As
remarkable inftances of this kind, he mentions the
Jeed of Facob who were pecu-harly favoured above téet
of Efau, altbo’ both defcended’ from one father and
mother,: and- both were born at ome birth.—~And
this diflinétion, he obferves, was appointed to Facob’
and bis poferity before be and bis brother were born,
and confequently before cither of them had done good
or evil to merit or demerit.any fnﬂh diftinction. And,
accordingly, before they were born, ** Gop faid, Fa~
cob have I loved, but Efau have 1 hated,” i. e. 1have
greatly preferred the former above the latter, having
defigned many peculiar favours and privileges for
the pofierity of Facob, which I have denied to fhgt
of Efau~"* So then, as the apoftle argues below at
the fxiémtb vﬂ_’/é, it is not of bim that awillet§, nor
o bwz that runnéth, but of Gop' that Jheweth fa-
vour.,” ]/Zme earneﬁly willed and dzfired that Efas,
who was the firft-born, fhould inherit the blefing—=
and’ Efau earneftly and eagerly run to hunt veni-
fon for his aged dying father, that he might obtuiw
that blefing which he Had profanely forfeited and
fold for a morfel of pottage; but Gop by his prows
dence, fo oidered it, in fpite of the awilling of Taze
and the running of Eftu, that Facob fhould have the
blefing, and that the privileges and promifes of the
Abrahaniic covenant fhould be copferred upon 4
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pefferity, exclufvely.—~In the fevexteenth verfe, he
gives an iaftance in Pharack, where, of various fiomers,,
Gop appoints oxr rather than «netder to-be 2 monus
ment of fpeciat vengeance : * For whe foriptore faitls
%0 Pharaob, even for this fame purpofe have I raifed
thee up, that 1 might (hew ray pewer in thee, aod
¢hat thy mame might be dedared throughout all the:
earth (2). i.e. Gob raifed this wicked man to that
height of grandenr in which be gleried, or (as fome
would have it) from tbe: plagus of biains, that he
might the more examplarily punifli bim, by overthrows
img him end his hoft in the Red-Sea; Fo that tHis reb

maukable ‘judgmens apon obftinacy and impenitence
wight be recorded for a awerning and example to alt
fature gemerations. And for this purpofe * Gob is.
fid; to have'bardened Phoraos’s beart that. he.might
wos Jat hit people Jfrael go ;'tw—sot that Gop did
Mofitively put any hardmefs or awickeduef-into the
heast .of Pbéuraasewbut, being already a wicked man,
he left him w0 the narural bardnefi and: avickednefs
of his own heart, and did sot reftrain him, that fo he
might make his deftruétion, an illuftrationof bis povwcr,
and an ¢xample of bis juft vengeance. :

BuT, as the ladisg difign of the'apoltle, in #hn
thapter und the following, feems to- ¢ “to 'foretel
the cutcing off of she majority of the Jewith nation
fsem the promifes and bleflings of the Messi1an's
Ringdon, and to recencile the bebicving Fews to this
difpenfesion, which was fo litde expe@ed by them;
nd therafbre folikely to ftagger their fatb,—-tbc a

() Bxod: i, 360 - . R
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pollle proceeds to-illufirate the fovereign power of
Gop aver his creamuresy by thatrpower which the
potier hascoser- the clay. which he manufa&ures-into
carthen, veffels of warious qualities, aad. for “various
- wules and punpofes :—° Hathi:net, fays he; the pot-
ter power over his clay, ot of the fame mafs or lump;
to make one veffel unto purpofes of honour, and ano+
ther unto purpofes of dithonour 2 And fhall not the
great Gob, wha has infinitely. greater power, right
and prarogative over us, thamany potter can-have o
ver his clay, deal with his-own creatres as he pleafes 2
May he not withpold.his andecferved favours from oxe
awicked mam or onewicked people, and even inflit his:
judgments upon them; which they defesve; and may
he not fipgle out another wicked nian, or anotber wick-
#d pecple, and. confet- favonrs upon themr:whick they
have oot deferved, without' being 6iemd or fou&
JSault with by his creatures ¢

Wo thep can jaftly. blame the fwerngn Losp
of all;if he'is pleafed powerfully to.calt fomse of the
Fews to the light and privileges of his gofpel, while
ke fuffers tha balk of them to go onin their impenis
tency, and be cut off from' his ehurch; and- punithed
with;an, examplary deltrugtion ; “and if, om the other
hand, he is pleafed.to call.the Gentile vations in their
Read t——What ! anngﬁleoqﬁnﬁ is there in all this >
And “ Who, art thou, O! man, who replieft and
objectef} againft Gop, for this manmer of proceeding !
——*What thenis it tothee ? Or 70bgt right haft thou
to find fuult, if Gop, willing to-manifeft.his wrasb,
and to make his power known, hath endured with
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‘much long-fulfering fhe ikpenitent unbelieving Feas;
thofe-vefbls of awrdth who are fitted and qualified for
deftru&ion ? Is he to account fo thee for enauring
them fo long, and yet at length for cutting them off,
and for punithing them with an exaniplary deftru&ion,
at what:time, andin wbast manner he pleafes ;- fee-
ing they are wortby of this defirufion, and have fit-
. ted themfelves for it 2~—Or, on the other hand, whee
is.it 20 thee, if he is pteafed ““ to mzke known the
riches of his glory, on the éclieving Fews and Gen-
tiles, even thofe veffels of mency which he himfelf, by
the power of his own grace, has already prepared
and szade meet for glory ;—even us, whom he hath
called by his grace, not of the fe'w: only, but alfo of
the Gentiles”
- It is worth our: qvlnle here attentively to obferve, )
8 avbat different language the apoftle fpeaks of the
VESSELS OF WRATH, and the vissELs oF MercY,
Of the former it isfaid, thot they are fitted for de-
Sruction. Mot that.Gap fis them, or décrees thew to
#efiruction without their own evil deferts—but fim-
Py, that they are fitted for defiruction, namely, by
their own unbelieving bearts and awicked habits and
pradtices.—So that it may be juftly faid of every fin-
ner, every veflel of wrath, what Goo fays of Ifrael:
* 0. Ifrael, O finxer, thou hatt defiroyed thyfelf!
Thou hatt fitted and prepared thyfelf for deftruction !
Thou haft been the proper and efficient caufe of thine
own' guilt, ruin and mifery I”—=Whereas, it is guite
different withregard to the vefels of mercy. ** Thefe
&Gop prepareth for glory.” Their deftrution is of
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themfelves; batin him is their help and hepe founds
The deftrustion of a finmer inof his oxwn proper des
wrerit and wickednefs 3 but the falvation and glory
of & faint, is of the power and grace of Gop. * By
grace we are faved, &c. The wages of fin is death;
but the gift of Gop is eternal lif¢, through- Jesus
CHr1sT our Loxp (8).” This is z diftinction which
ought ever ta be kept in our view to- guard us from
errors on the right hand and on the left: ¢ Thacfin-
mers themfelves are wbolly to blame for their ows
guilt and deftraction ; and that faints are wholly ine
tebted to Gop for every thing good in them, and
every thing good dome, enjoyed or hoped for by
Tug words of our text lay a juft fousdation for
2 dodtrine which is litile believed in the world, and
little confidered or regarded among Chriftians, name-
ly, * That wicked perfons are matarally fittcd, dif
pofed and prepared for 4.l before they enter intoit;
and that hell is not fo much to becoufidered as a
place of punifbment arbitrarily decreed by Goo fer
the reception of finnets; as & place and Gare for
which finners have, in fa&, prepared themfelves : ins
fomach that if we do but fuppofe them to exift ina
future {tate, and to be turned into the compaay of 0=
ther fpirits of their own temper and principles, we
fhall acually find them already in a very dreadful
bell, without confidering them as fuffering any other
punithment or mifery but that which will naturaily
flow from their cwn confeiences, principles and cvme
' (3) Eph. ii, 8. Rom. avik 3. o
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Penions.’—Oblerve me well 5. I do avt mean 0 fay .
that the wicked thall have 7o otber torment ov, mifery .
than this, ‘The fcriptures every where inform us of
apofitive and everlgfling mifery infliGted by the power-
Jful and vengeful band of Gon——of everlafting burn=.
ings—of fire prepared &or the devil ‘and his angels, :
which fhall mever be quonched+—of agjeverlaltiog pu-
mihment from the prefence of the Lorp; and the:
ghory of his power, and, the Jikei—~AH & mean ,is 5
that there is fomething in the very mature of fin, and
in the temper and principles of finners, and natu~
rally arifing from their fociety , together in a.future:
ftate, which, of itfelf, will make a dreadful hell, and.
which fizs 3od prepares them for an awful deffruc-
tion.——In fo.much that the.apaftle. may here well af-
§m it of thefe unhappy vefels of wrath, that. they
aze fitted for deltrucion !——Mankind are but too apt
tp entertain wrong and unworthy notions of Gobpls
proceedings with the wicked, as,refembling that of a
arucl tyrant driving a parcel of miferable wretches
into a perpetual dungeon of darknefs and mifery ;—
“whereas, the truth is, that _/:‘qnem, as it were, damn
themfelves, and do properly effeét and awork out their
own mifery 5 thus fitting themfelves for deltruion,
So that the.miferies of damnation are more the zatu-
ral and unavoidable effelts and confequences of @ fin-
JSul life, thaw-any pofitive decree, or arbitrary punifb-
ment of Gobp : in fo much that little more is necel-
fary in order to the effetual mifery and damnation
of a finner, than that he fhould die in his fins, and his
fpirit enter into the fociety of other wicked fpirits
Vo, II, X -
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like! itfelf-t<-The dolteine which'I fhall mereﬁ,re‘ia-'
{ift upon s thig; namely,

- Tuat thereis a'founddtion laid fbr bell, for
formiént and mifery, inthe very tempér, principles
and paffions -of wicked pérfohs, and in the fociety of
fpirite like therisfelves ; (o that tbé avicked, the vifels
of" owmb mybe JQMyffdid to'be fefffiteid for de-
(Braltion.” - -0 0o

i “THrs db&nm! By the divise afﬁ&anbe, I fhiall en-
deavobr 10 prove; Hllufitate,and make evidentfrom the
very nature aiid reafon of the thing ; ahd then draw
fome prictical inferehets by wiy of itprovement and-
apphcauou. ARl T e s i

it Tukke fonié!ﬁfﬁg\ il the-véry hature of
Wickédhefs: Rfelf whichi ‘cueles mhifery and ‘tormient:
“Fhete'is perﬁips 0o’ generdl affertion more thie ahd’
certain than ‘thatof the prophet; ** The wicked i§
Ttice the troubled fea whed it cannot refl, ‘whofe wa-
ters-caft up dirt and thire; thete i€ no reft; faith my
Gdb; v’ the wicked!(c)” Théfeare'a mumber of
50t plhiohe, faclt 48 anger, wialh, fury, ery, mav
Jite; tetenge, _;mlou]jv, uneafy fufbicions; atid the' like;
Which carry much of bell and: sorment in thenifelves ;
and if we fhould fuppofe them all to rage and flame
jn any one foul continually and avithont contrond, we
rinift needs fuppofefiich a foul to have a-moft‘dread~
ful hell within itfelf, which would: reader-it «incon- -
ceivably miferable to all eternity. - I orfefs indeed
that theré dte a great many of our other pafions and

4

(e) Ya. Ivii. ag, 31,
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.ices which, at firft fight, feem to have more of plea-
" Jfure than of pain in them: fuch are luf, uaclean
.defires and adions, Shoth, intemperance, laxury, glut-
tomy, drunkqmq’:, and,commonly all thofe which haye
-their feat principally in, the: oy, and which . e
vermed fins of the /b, s lufis of the fefo. But g~
ven thefz, altho’ they may be fweet to the tafie, yer,
like the book in.the revelations, they are bitser as gall
-and avormavood in the belly.  If finners indeed wefe
beafls, thig kind of vicgs might make them happy.e-
nough : but it is their misfortune that they are ey,
buman creatures ;_that Gon, hath giyen them reafip,
a confcience and fome degree of reflection upan -their
bebaviour—{o that it mult have coft them mach /a-
bour and pains, and a long courfe and pracice of fin+
_mjng, before they are able to fifle this ramorfe of Gon-
Jeience, and to make it an eafy and pleafant -thing fot
-them to go.on in their fins, ,uReafon.agd,cwfrimu,
will every now and then- (are the fianer broad .in
the face, and force a convitiop of &is guilt and
awretchednefs upon him, Tbe remains of a pious ¢+
- @ucation, the principles of religion, ox the fears of
_death aud a righteous judgment t0- comg, will retyrn
* upon bim in his fober, afflicted ontboughtful memenys,
_.and create a kind of bgll»of Jear, dread, tgrror and
ansiety inhis bofom.  And this will freguestly be the
cafe while any-fpark of reafon, confeience ot fober re-
Sflection remains unextinguithed in this foul, and unl,
by a courfe of awickednefs, he has wholly numbed
all the powers of his foal, and fianed: hmfelf fupid,
X 2 :
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Senfelefs and ** paft all fecling, having his confcience
 feared, as it were, with a hot iron (4).” Now,

11dly. Ler us fuppofe, -as the feripture affuredly
informs us, that after death there is no pofidility of

“repentance; that as death leaves finners, judgment
and eternity will find them; and that thofe who are
anrighteons, fhall be -unrighteous fill; and thofe-
that are filthy, fhall be fithy {till.—Let us fuppofe
that finners carry their prevailing babits, paffions and
tempers with them into' the other world, and into the
Jacicty of other finmers like themfelves, and” we will
find: the foindation of a very dreadful hell laid in the
“wery temper of their fouls, and in the mature of their

 fociety. Nay, a perfon, even in this world, may have
much of the temper and torment of helfin his foul,
and may come very near to the temper' and behavioar

" of a devil!

“We may eafily draw fuch-a-picture of the depm-
‘vily of himian nature, as, did it generaly -prevail,
would turn this world inte a kind of bel, and its in-
habitants into a fociety of devils incarnate !——Let us

" fuppofe a man wholly deffitute of the Jove and fear
of Gop, and without any refiraint of confeience,
either from laws hiuman or divine——fuppofe him fall
of énvy at the bappine]i and profperity of others, and
to vake- a'kind of malicious pledfare in ‘the pain and
sifery of his neighbour,~fuppofe his foul continual-
ly boiling with the paffions of fpite, anger, rage, ma-

(4) 'Eph.iv. 9. 1 Timaivoae -

«
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Jice and revenge ; feeking.cvery opportunity of mur~
dering fome of his neighbours, of ftibbing and de-
ftroying the reputation of otlrers, of- ftealing every
thing he faw, and robbing every pesfon he met,

‘Lzt us {uppofe alfo that-xhis bumen ¢reature
-had 2 heart {o inflamed with uaclean defirés and in-
ipure lufls, as to be ready’ to. perpetrate Sodovny; bef-
#iality and ancleanncfs with every objedt of his filhy
defires (fo that no man’s wife, fifler, daunghter or
friend could be fafe or fecure within his reach)}—Iet
vs alfo add to this, that he wallowed in dramtennefs,
gluttony and intemperance; thus wholly drawing his
reafon and fapifying his comfeience in the fink of -e-
very kind of corruption—furely  we can cénceive ¢f
no more vile, Joathfome, hateful and avreteched obsed?,
than this=—and if fuch a human being could be fitly
compared to any thing'in the univerfe, it muft be to
a devil :—fuch a creature wanting only the power
and Fiberty of doing all che mifchief which a dvil can
do——und only needing to be out of the body in or-
der to be ar ugly, wretched and »ifersble as a devil
st ~ .

AND, now, we have only to fuppefe that alf man-
kind were fuch wretches as this, and we have this
world turned into Ae/l, and al} maskind into a feciety
of bellshounds, or devils incarmate —-Hence there-
fore you may plainly fee, how wicked® babits, prime
ciplés, paffions and ‘tempers in the fouls of finnerd
on this earth, lays a fure foundation for their future
betl of mifery and torment. For

Mt As to thofe who are under the deminion of

X 3
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the hellith pahons of mafice; batred, envy, rage, fury,
revenge and the like, they have at prefent (as I obferv-

ed befere) the beginnings and foretafies of a kind of -

hell in their breaft; they feel fomething both of the
pafions and sormewts: of devils, while thefe wicked
tempers are raifed. and enraged in their fouls.—
Bot in this world they find many things to calm ad
¢afs thefe paflions.—On fome occafions they fisd
-means of gratifying thefe paffions, and this fills and
-quiets them for a fhort feafon.——At other times they
meet with company, diverflons, amufemants and other
enjoyments, which turn their minds from the objecis
.of thefe uneqfy, tormenting pafions, and this procures
‘them a littJe eafe and quiet,. But, in sbe ather world,
when the foul is banithed fromzhe body, and from all
the pleafures and amufements of this life, and fess
itlelf Jof? for ever, and is furrounded with black de-
Jpair, and driven into the everlafting fociety of other
awicked miferable {pisits like itfelf ; then there wil
be nothing to quict or gomtroul thefe beilifb pafns
but they will rage and boi/ in the foul without controul
to all eternity.—This herd of wicked fpirits having
#o means 0 fookh or gratify their hellith tempers,
will wreak their /pite and rage and malice vpon each
.other——and play the devil with each other for eves.
And thep their owa confciences, fetsing upon them 88
2be guilty caufes of their own mifery and termenh
and reproaching them with theis formes foMyand #3-
delief, and cootinually Ja/bing. shem aith a lively fenfé
of their 2lf-procured defirution, will compleat thet
~ &ell, aud reoder theix tarment infuppartable,
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. adly.: ALTHO' it canmot -be_ fuppofed: that mer’s’
Jenfual and carnal vices will go with them into the
other wosld ; (feeing it is inconceivable how naked
wnimbodied fpirits thould have fefbly.defires or car-
.ual appetites without bodies.—For inftance, we can-
pot ealily .conceive how a pure ypiritudl. fubfiance
-fhould be inflamed with Juf?, comcupifcence, or a defire
1of .meats,.drinks and delicate and lusurious living)
,~—yet I apprehend it is eafy to cenceive that a foul
.which, in this life, has been made a flave to the body
Jn caroal enjoyments and brutifh gratifications, may
sbecome fo tinured and fenfualized by the filthy body
Jdn'which-it lived, and by the filthy drudgery-of carnal
deGires and inlinations. in which- it .was wont to be
-employed, as to be capable of: relifhing bo other ea-
Joyments but shofe of the fle/h,—and that, being
wholly deprived of-zéefz in the other world, it may
‘have a continual fruitlefs. tormenting defive of retura-
ing back toits fenfualized body, that it might a& ovar
Jts former enjoyments——and that tbis fruitle[s anfa-
tisfied defire may make a part of its hell, by creating
dait a perpetual uneafinefs '—The vich man, when
in the place of tormemt, was put in remembraoce by
Abraham of the good things which he enjoyed in this
world ;——of bis eflate, pomp, apd grandeur ;. of his
purple, feaslet and fine linen; of his cups, compa-
mions and delicate and luxurious living ;—and there
is no doube but that a fively and fruitlefs remembrance
of thefe things. which. finners placed their chief love
and delight in, and from which they-are now banithed
\ ' . Lo -
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for ever): will make ane ingredient in their everhaft-
ing hell. Agaio,

3dly.- WxsN 2 company of fuch guilty and
wuretched creatures are chafed into the dark and

-gloowy abodés of everlafling borror and defpair—
fkeipped of all their former bopes, devoits and pleafures
. ebanithed from the.merciful prefence of Gop, and
’ the .regions of light, love and ‘bleflsdnefs——poflefled
- of @l their hellifp paffions, vicions habits and wicked
tempers—deftitute of every rethain of moral or fo-
- cial virtue——and feized with the rageand fury of bor-
\rar aod defperation, what elfe than an-etérnal bell of
Vborror, Mafpheruy and comfufion s of - curfing and tor-
‘menmting themfelves and each other, and of weeping,
euiling and gnafbing of teeth: muft raturally arife
i fuch a fociety, fo circumflanced >—Their own
woickedvefs muft naturally make their hell, and their
Bell and torment, joined with defpuir, muft natmlly
dncreafe their avickednefe!

Wik fby of a wicked famity, or of a wicked mejghe
Poardood, ¢ That they lkive a bell upon earth ;” -and
indeed: there is:more of truth and juftice in this ex-
preflion than is generally confidered—feeing fuch a
Jife bears a great and friking rqﬁmbiarm to the /ife
-of devils and damned Jpirits, both in its guils and
-poxement; But alas, altho’ this a fufl, yetitis but a

- faint and inadcquate relemblance of the guilt and mi
fexy- of: devils and - damned fpiries te—Ffor in the moft
‘wicked families or focieties upon earth, there is /it
Jome remains of maral virtuy—fome eafe and re-
Jbite from guilt and forment ;——they bave their rof-
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Sl nights—their calm, tender and loving hours—
their intervals of amufement and recreation ; where-
‘as, in the feparate flate of the damned, a#l are con-
Summately wicked ; all the bellifb paffions and wicked
“tempers of the foul are perpetually raifed and enrag-
‘ed, and there is no refpite day nor night, but the
fmoak of their torments afcends up for ever and ever.
I now proceed
I1kdly., To draw fome praQical inferences ﬁ'om
- this do&rine, by way of i maprovemem and application.
—And o
* 1ft. Hener we lehrn this m;ortam trath,
*that it is the avickednefi of finners, their unmor-
tified lufls and paffions, and their indulped habits
and practices of vice, which lays the foundation of
“their everlafting hell; fo that they are never vefols
" ¢f awralh,: or ‘uppointed by Gop to mwrath, *ill
- they have:as it were prépared their own bell, and
“fitted ‘themfelves for' deffruftion. ' ““*Woe to the
“wicked, fays the prophet, it fhall be ill with him:
+ for the reward of his hands fhall'be given him (£).”
¢ That which a man fows in this life, (hail he reap im
- the next: if he fow to the fleth, he fhall of the flefh
- reap corruption; and if he fow td the firit, he fhall
~ of the fpirit reap life everlafting (ig).”’~If, a3 the
Plalmif fays, the wicked are turned into hell, itis a
hell of their own procuring, and a defirudion of
their own fecking——they only eat the miferable fruit
of their own wicked ways, and -are filled with their
own devices. * For how can they who plow iniguity
(f) Mili g, (g) Galuvi'y, &
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-and fow wickednefs, eRped to reap any thing beter
-than vanity and sorament (5) 2 The wickednefs of
finners, therefore, doth.not only incenfe the holy Gop
again(t them, who is of purer eyes than to bebold io
.quity, wnd urge him to ipflic thofe endlefs miferies
upon them, as the juft reward of their defperate ob-

flinacy and folly; but does alfo, by its own natural

tendency, prepare them for, and fink them into, that
cowretched and miférable flate which we call damm-
s, ~—Sa that if Gop fhauld weger damn thewiced,
but only leave them their immortal exiftence, their
.own wickedneft wonld dgmu.them, apd leave them
-everlaftingly mifernble; by haviog fissed and prepared
them for a natural and - ﬂkgﬁr_y defirudtion: the
" wifery of dammation being little elfe than the per-
SCion and confummation of fin. lodeed it is goof-
vefs and awickednefs: which make bequen and bell;~
"infomuch that if. goodme/s were taken; out of hearen,
~it; wopld jnmediately cgafe to be heaven, aad be orer-

eaft with, the difimal thades of hell ;=—and if awicked-
“mefs were bagithed out of hell, it would be bell w0
~longer, but prefently thine forth into a glorious ha-
.ivan-: : fqu wherelaeyer wwickedpefs reigns, these is.bell
s and danmation im their necefliry.6guf¢s ;——and whew-
-foever vistue and bolinefs reigns, there is the dgin-
- nings 4nd principles of a glorious beaven.: A wicked
pesfon, therefore, dying in bis wickednefs, and carty:
ing his wicked tempers and principles iato the othee
-wvorld with him, is in. act prepared for dawantion
(8 Prow, i. 31, xxii. 8. Jeh jv. 8
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a4’ would-Be a dreadful bell to bimpelf and bis fols
Jotv /}nhf;, if there were nd devil to torment him;’
dor any pofitive puni/bmem fallivg from Goo vpor:
Him’,

2dly. 1 1nFER from this doftrine the neeemty of
a irhtous tonverfion and repentance, and a holy Kf?,
if-order to 4 finner’s efcaping hell, ‘and being )repar-
A'and made'meet for'a Rate of happinefs in the pre
ferce atid fociety of G0 and of holy angels and pers
fected fpirits. You have feen that the avickedneft, the
dinmortified lufts and pafions, of a finner, if carried
out of this world® with' him,” miift neceffarily cféate
& hell*for-him in the nekt. Now there is no’ efcapinig
of this bell, but by getting rid of thefe-wicked habity
nd !empen,——-md thete 18 1o -getting ‘rid of h’e/é,
bat by ‘a timely réepentance and: thorough converfions
4—and this répntance and converfion cannot, for of«
dinary; be the work of 'a death-bed. What? 10 red
Rew the foul; to change one’s temper, prirciples;
aﬂd natirt; to bé treated a-néw in CR19r JESUY
10 good works ;™ €6 put off the old'man, and put o
Pz newy €0 be renbived in the fpivit ofone’s windy
fo as to love What we hited, and hate what we Joved
to cleanfé sutfelves from all filthitefs of fleth and fpi
. fit, ‘and perfec holinéfs'in the-fear of Gop ;=—to
t8'make us 3 wew Aeart, and Jead a sew fife ;——to
root out the old habits of vic¥,’ add to implant new
Irabits of virttie, parity aud Holinefsj<—cdn this be the
wotk of a decth-bed, of'a)feay diys, nweek?, ot honrs'?
1 deny not, indeed, but that the power and grace
of Govn, with whont nothing is-impoffible, may be .
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able to' change a finner’s heart and nature' in @ mo-
ment—may be .able to juflify, fandlify, and make
him meet for the kingdom of heaven iz an inflant—
but this would be a miracle, which we may not ex-
pe&t ;—ard Gop has given.us no ground to exped it
in his word——nor any one inflance of it, but the pe-.
nitent thief, and the belt judges. and interpreters of
feripture jmaging that even the .penitent. thief is no
fuch inftance.—Certain it is,, that in Gop’s ordinary
way of dealing with finners, their repentance and
eonrverfion is a fong-and painful work, which cofts
them often the labour and care of many years, before
ﬂwir change is cosmpleat; -and their evidences for hea-.
vcn clear and comforeghle! = .

; O then how fatal, . how awful is lhc de‘luﬁon of
t‘bofe who depend on a few late prayers, and tears,
and Gop have mercies, for obtaiving the pardon of a
wicked life, for changing their corrupt nature, root-
ing out their wicked tempers and paffions, and - efcap-
ing that. everlafting hell of torment and . mifery, of
which they are the proper caufes ?—O0, my friends,
make fure of this great and important work .before
ficknefs and death come upon you, when you fhall
bave no time to work the works of Gop—no fpace
for repentance——but when a night of horrible dark-
pefs and defpair fhall fpread its difmal fhades aronnd
you, and ingulph you for ever !

3dly, Anp to conclude: would we efcape hell
ourfclves, or with to. fee our. families and friends
efcapc it? It behoves us carefelly and diligently to
oot out of ourfelves and them, téofe avicked habits
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and principhes which are the certain foundadions of
e/l in all who ave under their dominion. 1f men
were but well perfuaded that oarhs and blafphemies,
ourfes and iimprecations, dies and diforubition, was
diterally the very Jangaage of kell, furely they would
tremble to pronounce them, or to hear them pro-
niovnced by their children or friends |«=Were they
but convinced that wrerh and ewvy, mafice and re-
wenge, roge and fary, cruelty and wnmeréifilne/r,
was #he very temper of hell, and the praétice of de-
vis and damned ghofls, furely they would dread to
feel thefe facds of hell rifing in their éwn hearts, or
tb fee them growing up, aird taking root and gatier-
ing firength in the temper and bebaviour of theif
children and friends *—If we were convinced that
knavery and difponcfly, deceit and diftmulation, gluse
tony and druwkenndfs, bypocrify, wncleannefs and fil-
thy luffs, were the very feeds of hell, and certain
Soréranners of datenation in the fodls of uaners,
would we not tremble to find #gfe black marks upon
ourfelves, or to fee them upon our children? And
would we not endeavour carefully to smortify, and
root them out, before they fhot their poifoned roots
fo deep in our fouls, that either a bitter repentance,
or an acfual and everlafling bell, muft be the confe-
quence }=——Every body who knows any thing of hua
man nature, muft be convinced that nothing is more
difficult than to root old habits of vice out of a hu-
man foul.—The prophet even compares this tafk to
. an impoffibility == Can the Ethiopian change his
colour, or the Jegpard his fpots? then may ye all al-
Vou, II.
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fo do good, that are accuftomed to do evil ()"
Of what great importance is it then to correct thefe
habits in youth; or rather, if poffible, wholly to pre-
vent them, feeing they are fo difficult to be broken
when they are once grown up with us, and confirmed
upon us? And fince it is fo that thefe evil babits pre-
pare the veffels of wrath for defrution, and procure
them a certain and nmeceffary place in hell, before
they go thither; infomuch that as ever we hope to
efcape this place of torment, we muft firlt get rid of
thefe wicked habits by a true and thorough repent-
ance: Tell me, is it reafonable that we fhould delay
this repentance for one day longer? Is our eternal -
welfare to be trifled with? Are we able to dwell
with devils and damned fpirits, or to endure everlaft-
ing burnings ? Oh then; let us feek the Lorp while
he may be found, and call upon him while he is near:
let the wicked forfake his way, and the unrighteous
man his -thonghts, and let them return unto the
Logp, and he will have mercy, and to our Gop, for
he will abundantly pardon. Amen.

. (i) Jerem, xiii, 23

- - T - meeel . - T e R
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The providenice of Gonp, in the long
delay of the punifhment of finners,
vindicated, from

2 PET. iii. g«

The LowrD is not flack concerning bis promife (a4
Jome men count flacknefs) but is long-fuffer-
ing to us-ward, not willing that any fbould
perifb, but that all fbould come to repentancs.

T HE belief of a Gop and of a providence is the

foundation upon which all religion is built ; for
if ‘there were 70 Gop, religion would be the moft
groundlefs and abfurd thing imaginable :=—and even
fuppofing there was a Gop, yet if he were fuch a one
as Epicurus reprefented him, a being who made the
‘world, and fo left it to be governed by chance ;—
a being who took no notice of the aftions of his crea-
tures ; who neither took care of.them; nor mtended
to reward or panith them, religion muft be, to all in-
tents and purpofes, as vain and abfurd a thing, as

~ there were no Gop at all.—And indeed to deny the

providence of Gop ; to deny his watural and moral
Y 2
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government of the aworld, is much the fame as if we
denied his very being :——for if there is ag. infinitely
pewerful, wife and good being, who has- made the
world, certainly he muft preferve and govern it—
if there is a Gop who has created us, and made us
reafonable and accoyntaple creatures, he muft cer-
tainly be the obfzrver, the rewarder, and the punifber
of our moral a&tions ;——otherwife it wera impoffible
- for us to vindicate the awi/dom and gosdnsfi of Gop
in creating the world, or in enduing maokind with:
fuch powers and faculties, as we find they have.—
And therefore Epicurus and his followers, who af-
ferted the being of a Gop and yet denied his provi-
dence, are fufpected by many of the heathene them-
felves to have been at heart Atheifts ;—becaufe thefe
two truths, ** that there is 2 Gop, and that he go-
verns the world,” are fo clofely conne&ed, that they
mult SRund or fall together..

It is mot my bufinefs at prefent, cither to prove
the being of a Gop, or his provideace. Thefe are
truths plainly fuppofed in the fcriptures, and whick:
no Chriftian can either difpute, or deny. My fubjed
only leads me to clear, juftify and vindicate the pro-
vidence of Gop from an objedtion which bhas becp
urged againft it in all ages, by men of Atheiftical
minds, It has been allowed oa all hands as a.certaia-
and undaubted truth, by thofe wlio acknowledge the
being and providence of a Gon, that be is a moft
pure, jufl, holy and perfect being; a loyer and rer
warder of virtue, and of all virtuous and hicly mens,
and a hater and punither of vice, and of all wicked:



SERMON XxV. P14
&nd vogodly men.—But, fay fome, if Gop is fuch 4
being, and if he governs the world in righteoufnefs,
¢ How comes it to pafs that the worfF of men, are
frequently fo eafy, profperous and lomg-lived in the
prefent world, andsthe beff of men fo fubje& to fuf~
JSerings, calamities and difappointments ? How comes
it that vice {o often triumphs, and that virtue is op-
“prefled? How is it, that wicked men fo often /ive
and pro_/j’er, even by their wicked defigns, while the
nghteous are often reduced to fhame, mifery, and fof-
fering ini the very caufe of virtue ?—If there is a juf?
and righteous providence which governs the world,
would not virtse be always attended with reward and
happinefs, and vice with contempt and mifery? And
yet we find that things are often diredtly the re- -
verfe.”

THi1s has been, in all ages, a great difficulty to
good men; and bad men not being able to clear it up;.
have been tempted by it to direc? Atbeifm ;—rathly:
and haftily concluding, becaufe they could not fee the:
juftice of Gop’s préceedings in the prefent world,
that therefore there was 70 Gob, or providence at:
all;—and therefore Simplicius, 'a heaten philofo--
pher——makes the tragedian cry out, when he faw his:
enemies profper, ** Shall I not dare to fay that
there are no gods, when thofe do profper who have
injur’d me ?”

Nor has this been caufe of dou’? and temptation
only to the heathen, butit alfo very much perplexed
-even thofe who were favoured with the knowledge -
‘and revealed will of the true Gop;—§.8's frierds
, Y 3
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would needs: have it that he was-a very wicked and’
hypocritical man, otherwife they thought Goo would
pever have fuffered him.to meet with fo many lofes,
¢roffes, and afflictions ;—and even Job himfelf come
plains of this as a frasge and wnaccountable thing;
—* Wherefore, fays hie, do the wicked live, become:
old, yea, are mighty in power; their feed is efta~
blithed in their fight with-them, and their offspring:
before their eyes ; their houfes aze fafe from fear,.
ncither is the red of Gop- upon them (£).”—Da~
vid al{o, feema to have been greatly ftaggered by this-
temptation, as yow may. fee from the whole of the:
tbirty-feventl and feventy- thirdiplalms—* I'was ene
vious, fays ke, at the foolith, when I faw the profpe-
rity of the wicked; for there are' no bands ia their
death; their ftrength.is firmy they are not'ia trou-
ble as other men, &c.—Beheld thefe are the un--
godly, who profper ia the world; they increafe is-
riches, &c. (#).”—The propher Feremick alfo felt
the weight of this temptation—"‘ Righteoua (fays he)
art thou, © Lorp, when I plead with. thee, pet let
me talk of thy judgments: wherefore doth- the way
of the wicked profper? Wherefore are-all they hap~
PY» that deal very treacheroufly (m) ?”’——The fame:
thing is complained of by the prophet Hablaksud, in:
a very pathetic-manner—** Tlou art of purer eyesy
fays he, than to behold evil, and canftnot look on-
iniquity; wherefore lookeft thou:upon them: that deal:
treacheronfly, and holdeft thy tongue when the wicke

& Job xxic yy=mge (/) Pfal. baxiils 37—33.-

o) e ziez,
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ed' devoureth the man that is mere righteous tham
he (»).”—The profperity and impunity of the wicl-
od, having been therefore in all ages the greatelt dif-
ficalty to account for in the providence of Gop, and:
ene of the grand objections againt the belief of it, it
mult be of great importance to-clear up this difficul-
vy, and to-remove the ground of this objeGtion—To-
anfwer this queftion, * If fin be the caufe of miferys:
and if there is a2 jult Gop, who governs the world—
wherefore doth the way of the wicked profper, and
- wherefore are the generality of thofe bappy, who detL
very treacheroufly
Thse apeltle Potor, inour text and context, aio
fords us a vexy proper fubje&t for clearing vp this
matter.——Our blefled Saviout in the days of his flefln,.
had often foretold in 2 very s/l and folesen man-
ner the time of his coming to judgment ;. when he
fhould bounifully reward all hie faithful friends and:
. followers, and pour out a dreadful vengeance on 2l
his esemies ;~—and fo we find the apoflles. often: giv-
ing an awfuol defcription of that folemn and trémen-
dous day; as. that of St Paul(e) *“ The Lorp
Jusus fhall be revealed from heaven with his mighey:
angels, &o,”"—Aond shas of Jude, werfe fourteenth,
* Behold the Lord cometh with ten thowfands, &c.”
Now, fays 8%, Patsr,; there fhall come in the laft
days feolfers, wallking after their own lafls; and fay--
ing, * Where is-the promife of Lis coming !”"—The
worldis full of wicked men, of enemies to CrrreT;

(#) Hab. i, 3, &ec (o) » Thef. i. 7.
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e—where then is that day of vengeance which h¢
has fo often threatened againft fuch ungodly .men ?
‘We can fee no figns ot fokens of this dreadful day,
In which he faid he would make his enemies his foot-
flool, ¢ For fince the fathers fell afleep, all things
continue as they were from the beginning of the crea-
tion :V~—the times and feafons are juft the fame as
ufual, and, for all that appears in this world, the e-
wemies of this jsius are as bappy and as profperous
as his friends ?—Thus, fays S2. Peter, will thefe
wicked f{coffers argue againft the providence of Gop,
and the power and promife of CurisT—and ¢ be
caufe fentence againft an evil work is not executed
fpecdily, therefore will the hearts of the fons of men
be fully fet in them to do evil (7).” .

“ But beloved, fays he, be not ye mowed or
drawn away by the foolifli and deceitful arguments
of thefe fcoffers,—neither be ye ignorant of this one
thing, * That one day is with the Lowrp, as a thou-
fand years, &c.”—The time in which he delays the
puoithment of finners, altho’ it may feem long fo us,
who are but of yefterday; yet it is but as a moment
i his efteem, uato whom a thoufand years appear but
as one day, and who fees and £nows the eternal duration
of the finner’s torments.—‘‘ The Lorbp is not,
therefore, flack concerning his promife (as fome men
count flacknefs)”—altho’ he delays, for a while, to
take vengeance on his enemies, and to reward his fer-
vants.—An old debt is not forgotten with him. In
due time he will make it fully appear to the whole

(¢9) Ecclef. viii. 11, -
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world, that both his promifes and threatenings were

" pun&ually trae;—=and the chief reafon why his
right hand doth not’inftantly take hold of vengeanca,
and ftrike the ohftinate finner dead in the very aéls of
his tranfgreflions, is, becaufe ** he is long-fuffering tor
ws-ward, not willing that any fhould perifh, but that
all thould come to repentance.”

LET not, therefore,-any take ‘encouragement to
-continue in their fias from this delay of Cuaist’s
sorming to execute judgment upon his enemies; for
altho’ he may feem ta come oy, yet he will come
¢ersainfy—and the manper of his coming will be
QY. fudden, unexpeited, and awfully furprifing wo
finners ; “ Far, adds he, this great and terrible day
of the Loap’s vengeance will come a9 a thicf in the -
might; in the which the heaveas fhall pals away with
8 great ngife, and the elements fhall mels with fer-

 veat heat, the earth alfe and the wonka thag are
therein fhall be burst up.””

Hzrs then you fee, the apoftle, as it weu, de-
fignedly gives us an anfwer to this great objection a-
gainft the divine providence, why Go» delayeth the
punithment of evil deers, for ordinary, in this life,
-and often fuffers them to enjoy outward peace dnd
profperity; while the righteous often fuffer the
greateft reverfes of fortune :—and the chief reafon
of this is, becaufe * he is lopg-fuffering towards us,
mat willing shat any fhould perifh, but that all fhould
" €ome to repentance.”

I suaLL, therefore, by the divine affiftance, fiifk
andeavous to lay befare you fome realons which may
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vindicate the providence of Gop, in delaying the pe-
nithment of finners in this life,~—and then conclude
by a word of application.. - And, ‘
1ft. Gob forbears wicked men, and is long-fuffer-
ing towards them, as an example of goodnefs pro-
pounded to their imitation, that they may thence
learn not to be hafty in revenging then- own injuries
upon each other.
PLUTARCH, an heathen philofopher, has an excel-
~ lent-difcourfe upon this fubje& ; “ Gop, fays he,
forbears punifhing wicked men for the prefent, not
becaufe he has not reafon to punith them, but that he
might take away the fury and violence of men in re-
venging their dnjuries on each other ;——that they
fhould not do it in arath and anger——with as much
hafte and eagernefs as they fatisfy their hunger or
thirft ; or (as is too often the cafe) with as much fury,
as a wild beaft leapeth upon his prey ;~—but that
men, fays he, might learn to imitate the gent/esc/s and
‘goodnefs of Gop, whereby he gwes the offender time
“to confider what he has done, before he proceeds to
. punith him. Now, fays he, what can be more worthy
of Gop, than that he fhould fhew his goodnefs unto
all, and by his forbearance of fo many, teach the
world more mecknefs and gentlenefs to each other;
that fo the eat and violence of men’s paffions may be
moderated.” How excellent and neble is this fpeech
of a heathen ! and how agreeable to the difcoveries of
Gob’s nature and will which we have in the bible.
~—He is there reprefented as the Lorp Gop merci-
ful and gracious, long-fuffering, and abundant in
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goodnefs and truth, keeping mercy for thoufands, for-
giving iniquity and tranfgreffion and fin (r).”—And
_ our Saviour exprefsly calls us to imitate this forbear«

ance and long-fuffering patience of Gop ;——*“ But I'

fay unto you, love your enemies, blefs them that curfe
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for
‘them which defpitefully ufe you, and perfecute you:
that ye may be the children of your Father which is in
heaven, for he maketh his fun to rife on the evil and
oa the good, and fendeth rain on the juft and on the

unjuft.—Love your enemies, and do good, and lend,

" hoping for nothing again : and your reward fhall be
great, and ye fhall be the children of the Higheft : for

he is kind unto the unthankful, and to the evil. Be'

ye therefore merciful, as your Father alfo is mérci-
ful (s).”—No injuries can be fo great from one man

to another, as Gop Almighty is daily receiving by the-

continual affronts and provocations of finners, and
yet we fee he not only bears with them a long time,
but alfo daily loads them with his benefits, altho’ they

are evil and unthankful,—Now this wonderful pati-.

ence of Gop we ought to imitate by gentlene/s and
' ﬁr&ea)'am:e towards thofe who offend us, that, like
him, we may be flow to wrath, and averfe to bafly
and paffionate revenge.

. adly. AnoTHER reafon why Gop bears long

with the provocations of finners, is, becaufe he has.

them always in his power, “‘ There is no darknefs or

_fhadow of death, wherein the workers of iniquity can -

“(r) Exod. xxsiv. 6. (s) Mat, v, 44, 45. Luke vi.
35, 36, .

J
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conceal themfelves from his ommifcient eye; neither
<an any power fcreen or defend them from his omm-
potent hand—he is able to cruth his enemies with
infinite eafe, juft when he pleafes, and therefore as
they are at all times and in afl places equally within
tis reach, and fubje@ to his power, it is a matter al-
moft equal with him, whether he cawfeth bis ven-

* geance to take hold vpon them fo day, or *“a thox-
fand years hence.”

Huwmax judges are often obliged to arrgf, com-
demn, and execute malefadors, as foon as they have
them in their power; leait they fhould fiee away and
efcape the hand of juftice, Bat it is not fo with Gop,
All his enemies are ever in his power, and therefore
he is under no manner of neeeflity to take safly mea-
fures and determinations for their deftruction.

3dly. AnorHER reafon why Gop may i;pare fome
wicked men from punithment, is, that he may make
them inftruments of punifhing others, and of magui-
fying his own glory in the world.—*“ Thus Gen
reifed up Pharaoh, and bore long with his provoca-
tions, that he might fhew forth his power in him (¢).”
And {o Gop calls the king of Affria the rod of bir
anger, and the ftaff in their hand, ﬁy’s he, is mine ia-
digoation (4). He ufed and employed that wicked
king as g rod, to chaftife the wickednefs and rebellion
of his people Jfracl.—For the fame reafon we may
fuppofe it is, that Gop fpares and profpers all the
wicked kings and tyrants upon earsh, fuch as Autio-
chus Epiphanes, Cacfar, Alexander, and the like—

(#) Rom. iz 17. (u) Ifaish x. 5.
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mamely, as rods and feourges to punith the world for
their fins,~—Thefe perfons are to be confidered as in-
Sruments of the divine fuflice, rods of Gop’s anger,
which, when they have accomplifhed the tafks to
which they are appointed, fhall be finally broken and
caft into the fire.~——Again,

4thly., ANoTseR reafon why Gon may {pare
wicked men a while, is, that the divine providence
may be the more remarkably obferved in the manner
of their punithment afterwards. Numberlefs remark-
able inftances of this kind might be given from hif-
tory, wherein the providence of Gop has fignally ap-
peared in the death of wicked perfons.—How long
did the juftice of Gop fpare Fudas, and yet how re-
markably was he punifhed at laft for betraying his
mafter ?=—The betrayer of Jesus, at length became
his juflifier, and then went and hanged himfelf in de~
fpair (v).”—How long did the patience of Curist
bear with the guiltand provocation of the Fews; ““ O
Ferufalem, Ferufalem, thou that killeft the prophets,
and ftoneft them which are fent unto thee, how often
would I have gathered thy children together, even as
a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye
would not (w);” and yet at length how dreadful was
their deftruction by Titus Vefpafian, the Roman ge-
neral, who caufed many thoufands of them to die the
very fame death, which they had caufelefs inflicted
upon Fefus, their glorious and innocent king ?

It is reported of Salome, who fought Fokn Bap-

~ (v) Mat. xxvii. 4, 5. . (w) Mat. xxiii. 37
Vor. II, z
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#£ifP's head in a charger, to gratify her mother’s ma<
lice; that being banifhed into Gas/, divine juftice pur-
{ued her, and her head was cut off by ice, as a fignal
punithment for procuring the death of that righteous
prophet!— Antiochus Epiphanes, king of Syria, af-
ter a long and cruel perfecution of the Fews, as he
was riding to Ferufalem, with a bloody defign of put-
ting all to the fword, both men, women and childres,
was arrefted by the judgment of Gop upon the road, '
and was confumed by worms, a miferable fpeQacle of
the divine vengeance !=—— Falius Cacfar, after fpilling
fo much of the blood of his countrymen to gratify his
own pride and ambition, was himfelf {tabbed by his
owa near relation, in the fenate houfe of Rome, where
he expected no danger !

THus does the juftice of Gop, after a long for-
bearance of wicked perfons, often overtake and punifp
them, in fo remarkable a manger, that we canoot help
acknowledging the immediate finger of his providence
in their punifhment.~——A very remarkable inftance of
which is recorded by Plutarch concerning one Belfas,
who having killed his father in the moft fecret man-
‘ner, thought himfelf fecure from any poffibility of be-
ing dete@ted, However a guilty confcience became
equal to a thoufand witnefles againft him: for being
one pight.invited to fup with a'neighbour, he arofe in
a great fury from the table, tore down a neft of young
{wallows who were chirping in the roof of the houfe,
and trampled them to pieces on the floor; and being
afked with fome emotion by his hoft, wherefore he
gxercifed this unprovoked barbarity upon thels Jittle
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innocent birds who had taken fhelter under theé roof
of his houfe, and therefore were intitled by the laws
of hofpitality to his prote@ion—nhe anfwered with a
coofternation which difcovered his guilt——¢" What
Did you not hear them accufe me of killing my fa~
‘ther !”’—=Upon which, being apprehended, he confef-
fed the crime, and was accordingly executed. Such
firange ways does providence ufe, to fhew us how
watchful it is over human concerns, even when we
may imagine it {leeps the moft. Agair,

sthly. ONE of the chief reafons why Gop fpares
wicked perfons, is, that they may have time to becorie
better.—This is the reafon particularly affigned in
our text—"'‘ The Lord is not flack concerning his
promife (as, &c.) but is Jong-fuffering to us-ward, not
willing that any fhould perih, but that all thould come
g0 repentance,”——And to the fame purpofe Saint Pl
argues; O man, fays he, defpifeft thou the riches
of Gop’s goodnefs and forbearance and long-fuffering ;
not knowing that the goodnefs of Gop leadeth thee to
repentance (x).” And fo at the fourteenth and ff-
teenth verfes of this chapter——*¢ Wherefore, beloved,
feeing that ye look for fuch things, be diligent that ye
may be found of him in peace, without fpot, and
blamelefs : and account that the long-fuffering of our
Lorp is falvation,”

Every day which is added to the finner’s life,
ought to be confidered by him as g fpace for repens
tance; as the exalted Redeemer fpeaks of a wicked
ptrfon in the church of T4yatira, *“ I gave her fpace

(x) Romans iv, g.
Z 2
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to repent of her fornication, but fhe repented not ( y).*
And while Gop is thus lengthening out the lives of
finners, and giving them fpace of repentance, he is at
the fame time befeeching them in the moft kind and
importunate manner, not to abufe his patiemce; but
to improve this fpace of repentance i laying hold of
his mercy :=—*¢ To day if ye will hear his voice,
harden not your hearts—as I live, faith the Lorp
6op, I have no pleafure in the death of the wicked,
but that the wicked turo from his way aod live: turn
ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye
die, O houfe of Hrael 2—=Seek ye the Lorp while he
may be found, call ye upon himr whie he is near.—
Let the wicked forfake his way, and the unrighteous
man his thoughts : and let him return unto the Lorb,
and he will have mercy upon him, and to our Gop,
for he will abundantly pardan——Wherefore do yos
fpend money for that which is oot bread ? and your
labour for that which fatisfieth not? Hearken diligent-
Jy unto me, ard eat ye that which is good, and let
your foul delight itfelf in fatnefs. Repent, and turn
yourfelves from all your tranfgrefhions, fo iniquity
fhall not be your ruin (z).”

MEN, in their punithments, generally look no far-
ther than the mere fatisfying of their revenge, and that
makes them purfue thofe who offend them with fo
much bafle and eagernefi : butas Gop is carrying on
a defign of grace in the world, and therefore aims at
the cure and amendment of all thofe who are not in-

¢ Rev. ih az. (z) See Ezck. xyiii, 30. xxxiil 1n
Maiah Iv, 3y 7
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curable; he, for this purpofe, gives them a time to
reform in. .

WERE the Almighty to cut off every finner in the
.very a&s of his fins, who then could be faved ?—
‘What toom would there be left for the exercife of
his grace ?—What opportunity for the finner’s re-

_ pentance ?=—Hence you fee both a gracious and ne-
ceffary reafon, why the divine patience waits long up-
on guilty finners, before his right hand taketh hold
on vengeance :—* He is long-fuffering towards us,
not willing that any (hould perifh, but that all thould
come to repentance.”—He tries all methods with usj
awooes, intreats, befeeches us to lay down the weapons’
of our rebellion, and return unto him, and be recon~
ciled with him, before he proceeds to the laft extre-
mity.—He is flow to anger; loath to punifh; not
willing that any fhould perith; has no delight in the
death of a finner; but had rather the wicked would ‘
tarn; from his way, and the unrighteous man from
his thoughts, and repent, and live :—-he delighteth-
ib mercy, .and judgment is his {trange work (2).”

It is owing to this long-fuffering patience in Gop,
that there is any finner out of hell ; for all have of-
fended, and come fhort of the glory of Gop.——=Du-
pid, Solomon, Manaffeh, Mary Magdelene, the pe-
itent thief, and millions befides, owe their prefent
and cternal bleflednefs to this? Had we feen Sou/
perfecuting the church, and thir{ting for the blood of
holy Stephen, and the other followers of CurisT, we
would no doubt have paffed fentence againft him, and

() If. xxviii. a1,
Z3
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judged him worthy of death, and the eternal vet=
geance of Gop,~—And yet we find that Gop’s long-
fuffering patience waited upon him, and, out of a vio~
Jent perfecutor, made him a- zealous' preacher of the
gofpel of ChrisT, and ap inftrument in faving mal-
utudes of fouls ?——What wretches were the murdes
zers of the blefled JEsus, and how worthy of the
divine vengeance? And yet we find'Gep waited upe
on them, and #hree thoufand of them-were converted
by the firlt fermon of S#. Peter, Adts ik,

Wuar abandoned finners were many of the Co+
rinthians:; ¢ Aduleerers, fornicators, idolaters, and.
yet we find that thro’ the forbearance of Gop, and’
the means of grace, they were wafhed; they were
fandified, they were juftified; in the name of the
Lowp Jesus, and by the Spirit of our Gob ().
L might add further in the

6th Prace, THaAT altho”Gep fpares thie pers
fons of wicked men, yet he does not altogether de-
fer their punifhment, When we fee wicked: men in-
bealth and- outward profperity, we are apt te- think
them bappy; but we do not fee the inward psin-and
anguifb of their, minds, arifing from a fenfe of guilt;
“ Cannot we fay a perfon is punithed, fays Plutarch
while he is in prifon, and has his fetters on, *till his
execution comes? O that 2 man who has drank poi-
fon, is dying, while he walks about, til the cold
comes to his heart and kills him?  1f we deny, fays
he, that all the hosrors of wicked men’s: confciences
are any part of their punithment, we may as-well fay

@) * Qo vi. g1z
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that a fith that has fwallowed the hook is not taken,
Becaufe it is not cut in pieces or fry’d :=—fo it is, adds:
that excellent heathen, with every wicked man ;=
he has fwallowed the hook, when he hath committed
an evil adion, and the point of it is continually gak-
King and pricking his confcience, unlefs he can vomit
it up by repentance and amendment.” Ideed wicked~
nefs is a fury which continually haunts and lathes
thofe who delight in it, and leaves ftill behind it fe=
cret gripings of confcience, and felf-condemning.
thoughts, which muft in a great meafuse diftarb and
deftroy every prefent pleafure and enjoyment.—~—So-
true is that declaration of the prophet—*¢ The
wicked' are like a troubled fea which cannot ref®,
whofe waters caft forth dirt and mire ; there is no
peace, faith my Gop, to the wicked (c).”—So that
ahho’ Gop does not immediately execute his ven- -
geance upon finners in this life; yet he fuffers them
even here, to eat the fruit of their own doings.~—=
"Their own wickednefs corre@s them; and their back-
flidings reprove them; fo that they have as it were
fomething of the foretafte of hell, in the gripings and
forebodings of their own guilty confciences (4 ).—
But to conclude in the

7th Anp laft place—Gob forbéars wicked men,
becaufe there is a time coming hereafter, when he in-
tends to punith them. The profperity of the wicked,
and the fufferings of the innocent in this life, is one
of the {trongeft moral arguments we have for the im~
mortality of the foul, and a future flate of rewards’

() If lvii. are (@) Jer.iic xg
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aad punifhments :—for if thereis a Gop, who loves
virtue and hates vice, he will certainly reward the
god, and punifh the wicked ; but we fee that be does
not always do fo in this world; therefore there muft
be another avorld, and a futare flate, in which he

will do it !=—This is the higheft vindication of Divine
" Providence, as to the profperity of finners, and the
afflictions and difirefs of good men in this world,—
namely, that this is not the proper feafon and place
for the open execution of juftice. This world is not
the place of judgment, but of trial and probation—
and therefore Gop fpares the wicked in this life, that
he may referve them for a fair and open trial on the
day of judgment, for the greater vindication of his
honour, and manifeftation of his juftice to the world
=——and therefore ‘‘ he hath appointed a day, in the
which he will judge the world in righteoufnefs, by
that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he bath
given afflurance unto all men, in that he hath raifed
him from the dead {¢).”—What then altho’ Gon
bear with the wicked a few years in this life, after
ufing all means to reclaim them, in vain and to no
purpofe? Does this argue that they fhall never be pu-
nithed ?

Because a condemned malefador is not killed in
prifon, will he therefore argue, that he will not be
put to death, on the day appointed for his public exe-
cution ?=—30 it is with the impenitent finner; he is
the prifouer of divine juftice, and altho’ Gop is now
fparing him, and giving him fpace for repentance ;

(¢) Adts xvii, 31,

N
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yet if he continue obfinate and impenitent, his judg-
ment lingereth not, and his damnation flumbereth
not; he “isreferved unto the judgment of the great
day, whenthe Lorp Jesus Curist fhall be reveal-
ed from heaven, with his mighty angels, in flaming
fire, taking vengeance on them that know not Gob,
and that obey not the gofpel of our Lorp Jesug
CHRrisT: who fhall be punifhed with everlafting de-
ftra@ion from the prefence of the Lorp and from
the glory of his power (f).”—What little reafon
have we therefore to be envious at the foolith, when
we fee the profperity of the wicked,——when Gop has
affured us ** That the wicked is referved to the day
of deftruction, and that they fhall be brought forth, as
the prifoners of juftice, to be punithed, on the day of
wrath (g).”—‘ I have {een the wicked, fays David,
i great power; and foreading himfelf like 2 greea bay
tree, yet he pafled away, and lo he was not : yea,
fought him, but he could not be found.—=The tranf-
greffors fhall be deftroyed together, and the end of
the wicked fhall be cut off.—Surely thou didit fes
them in flippery places, thou caftedft them down in-
to deftru@tion. How are they brought into defolation
as in a moment ! They are utterly confumed with ter-
rors (4).—** Knoweflt thou not this of old, fays
Zophar, that the triumphing of the wicked is fhort, .
and the joy of the hypocrite but for a moment:
tho’ his excellency mount up to the heavens, and his
head reach unto the clouds, yet he fhall perith-for

(f) aThef i, 8,0. (g) Jobxxi zo. (5) PGk
xxxvii, 35,—38.. Lxxdii, 18,—19,

.
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ever, like his own dung: for what is the hope of
the hypocrite when Gob taketh away his foul (4).”
IMPROVEMENT.,
1lt. From the whole we may difcover the exce/-
Jent wifdom and awondzrful contrivance of divine pro-
vidence, even in fuch of its proceedings, as, at firlt
view, look dark and doubtful, and are therefore a-
bufed by wicked men to the worlt purpofes. The
profperous Rate of the wicked in this life, Gop’s infi-
nite patiencein bearing with, and his {lowne(s in taking
vengeance on them (while the righteous often lie un-
der heavy calamities and fufferings) has tempted many
to deny the very being and providence of a Gob,
and has much perplexed the minds even of his own
people; and yet when we come to examine this mat-
ter clofely, we fiod it moft agreeable to the awifdom
- and goodnefs of Gob, a {trong vindication of his pras
vidence, and an excellent argument for the immorta-
lity of the-foul and a future {tate of rewards and pu-
pilhments. We are too apt to judge of Gob by
purfelves, and wonder that HE is not of the fame
mind and temper that we are of.—Hence, becaufe
we find within ourfelves a malicious revengeful tem-
per, which difpofes us to take hafty vengeance upon
our enemics, we imagine that Gop fhould have the
fame difpofition towards 4is encmies ; by this means
we are apt to form mean, wicked and unworthy no-
tions of God, asa pafionate revengeful being; not
confidering that “‘ as the heavens are higher thanthe
garth, {0 are his ways higher than our ways, and his
() Job.xx. 5. xxvii 8
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thoughts than our thoughts (£).”~—"* Thou thought-
eft, fays Gop to finners, that I was altogether fuch
an one as thyfelf; but I will reprove thee, and fet
them in order before thine eyes (/).”——What a
wretched miftake is it, to imagine that the moft holy
and wile Gop, is of the temper and difpofition of
polluted finners ? And yet this is too often their vain
imagination, and the fatal caufe of much of their er-
ror and folly, They think Goo /likes and approves
their condu&, becaufe they Jie and approve it them-
f{elves ; and therefore when the ALmiGgHTY crofles
their inclinations, they are apt to think they are hard-
ly dealt by, and greatly injured. )

WHEN a village of the Samaritans would not
receive CHr1sT and his difciples, becaufe they feem-
ed to be travelling to Ferufulem, the brealts of the
difciples were filled with indignation and revenge, and
they were immediately for commanding fire to come
down fro heaven to deftroy them :—but CurisT,
who well knew the wickednefs of fuch a hafty re-
wengeful {pirit, rebuked them, and faid, ** Ye know
not what manner of fpitit ye are of (m).” But now
if we could raife our minds above our own pafionate
and revengeful tempers, and confider Gob as a moff
nwifz, holy, jufl, merciful and perfeé? being, who does
all things in fwexfgbt and meafure, we fhould foon fee
abundant reafon why he is fow o anger—of long-
fuffering patience——and why he, for ordinary, de-

(b) Yo lv.8. () Pal. L 21,  (m) Luke ix. s2,—s6.
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fays the punithment of wicked men in this life—e
and referves them to the judgment of the great day.

2dly. How vain and foolith is it for finners to
imagine that, becaufe Gop fpares them, and perhaps
profpers them, for a few years in this prefent world,
therefore they - will finally efcape his righteous judg-
ment >=—They fee that ““fince the fathers fell afleep,
all things continue as they were from the beginning
of the creation:” They fee that as it fares with the
righteous, fo it fares with the wicked, and that both
have the fame lot in this life :——they fee that the
providence of Gop deals much in the fame manner
with the juft and the unjuft, the clean and the unclean,
the temperate and the intemperate, the believer and
the unbeliever, with him that fweareth and him that
feareth an oath, in the prefent evil world, and there-
fore are apt to imagine that a// are egually loved of
Gov, and fhall be equally treated in another world,
~—Nay, they fometimes fee the wicked flourifh and
profper, while the righteous are aflidted and tor-
mented ; Djves feeding fumptuoufly every day, while
Lazarus is lying full of fores at his gate; and heace,
¢ becaufe fentence is not executed upon an evil work
{peedily, therefore, the hearts of the wicked are fully
fet in them to do evil.”——But O! how dreadfully
{hall fuch find themfelves deceived and difappointed
in that day, ‘‘ When Gob fhall judge the earth in
righteoufnefs, by that man whom he hath ordained;
and when he fhall bring every work into judgment,
with every fecret thing, whether it be good, or whe-
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ther it be evil (#).”~—Then it will be found thac
long credit has not cancelled the debt of prefumptu-
ous finners; that altho’ their punifhment was long
delayed, yet it will not be negleéted ;=—*¢ That the
Loz is not {lack concerning his promife, &c.” But
that the reafon of his patience with finners, proceed-
ed from his long-fuffering kindnefs, not being willing
that any fhould perith, but that all fhould come to
repentance. -

3dly. LeT us, who are ﬁnners, learn to make &
proper ufe, and a wife improvement of Gop’s paucnoe
towards »s. And, .

(1.) LET it teach us a meek and patient temper
towards thofe who have injured and offended us. We
are daily provoking the moft high Gop, and yet he
is bearing with us, and awaiting long and patiently
for our reformation and amendment.—He hath all
his enemies entirely in his power, and could every
‘moment take a juft and dreadful revenge upon them; -
and yet he not only bears with their provocations,
but is daily loading them with his benefits.—Let us .
therefort learn to imitate Gop in this patient and
wmierciful difpofition : he delights not in the death or
deftrudtion of bis enemies; neither ought we in that
of oury :=—he is not of a bafly, pafionate, malicious
temper towards 4/s enemies, neither ought we towards
ours :==he loves his enemies, withes them well, does
them good for evil, and patiently waits for their re-
formation ; how juft is it therefore that we fhould

() Ads xvii, 31. Ecclef, xil. 14,
Vou. 11, Aa
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imitate him in this generous and merciful temper, ia
obedience to our blefled Saviour’s command——"¢ Love
your enemies, blefs them that curfe you, do good te
shem that hate you, and pray for them which defpite-
fully ufe you, and perfecute you: that ye may be
the children of your Father which is in heaven, for he
maketh his fun to rife on the evil and on the good,
and fendeth rain on the juft and on the unjuft (o).
(2dly.) Anp to conclude, let the wonderful pa-
dence of Gop with ourfelves in particular, effe@ual~
Jy lead us to repentance, Why is it that we are
yet fpared in this world, while multitudes, not more
guilty than we, are now fuffering the vengeance of e-
ternal fire >—=Wherefore is it that the patience of
Gop has bora with many of us, in a courfe of fins
aad daily provocations, even till machood and old
age? Is it becaufe that we have not deferved death
and deftruftion long ere now ? No certainly ;= It
is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not confumed,
even becaufe his compaflions fail not”~—and he con-
tinues our unworthy lives, chiefly upon this account,
that we may have a fpace for repentance.—Why is
every drunkard, every profane fwearer, every unclean
perfon, in a word, every preflumptuous impenitent fin-
ner among us now out of hell? Can any other rea-
fon be given, than that in our text ; ** That Gop is
Yong-fuffering to us-ward, not willing that amy of us
fhould perifh, but that all fhould come to repentance ;
" moethat he is waiting patiently upon us, to fee whe-

(%) Matth. v. 44, 45
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ther we will yet bethink ourfelves, and turn from our
wicked ways and come unto CHrisT that we may
have life l=—And fhall we {lill continue to weary out
his patience and provoke him to cut us off in our fins,
and appoint us our portion with hypocrites ?—Shall
we never learn thefe plaio truths, * Thatif we be-
lieve not, we fhall be damned, and that except we re-
pent, we fhall all likewife perith (p) ?”—Shall we
fquander away the little uncertain fpace of our re-
pentance in filling up the meafure of our iniquities—
and, inftead of confidering that the * riches of Gop’s
GOODNESS, and forbearance and long-fuffering kind-
nefs fhould lead us to repentance, fhall we (till con-
tinue, after our hardnefs, and impenitent heart, to
treafure up unto ourfelves wrath againft the day of
wrath, and revelation of the righteous judgment of
Gop (g)?”
WAt fhall come of us in the end thereof, if
- thefe arguments of the divine goodnefs cannot prevail
with us tobreak off our fins by a true and pnf‘eigned
repentance, and return unto Gob thro’ JesusCurist ?
—What fhall-we do? Whither fhall we look at
the hour of death, and on the day of judgment, if we
- will not now be perfuaded to mind the things which
belong to our peace, before they are hid from our
eyes ! Can we hope that the Lorp will always bear
with our provocations, and that there will be no end
of his patience ?——No certainly ; there is a day com-
ing (and Gob,only knows how near it may be to all

() Mark xvi. 16, Luke xiii. 5. (g) Rom.ii. 4, -
Aas
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of us)—=when there will be no more facrifice for fid,
and no more place for repentance; when °¢ they
that are holy muft be holy flill, and they that are
righteous muft be righteous ftill, and they that are
unjuft muft be unjuft flill, and they that are filthy
muft be filthy ftill ().” Let us therefore, without
farther delay, be perfuaded to feek the Lorp while
he may be found, and to call upon him while beis -
near. Amen.,

(r) Rev. xxii. 11,
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The fimplicity and folly of finhers, and
Gop’s carneft importunity in res
* claifning them, from

Prov. i. 22, 23.

Bow long, ye fimple ones, will ye bve fimplicity;
and the fcorners delight in thei¥ feorning, and
JSools hate knowledge > Turn ye at my reproof :
Behold, Iwill pour out my. [pirit upon you; I
will make known my words umto yow!

FHE reproof and admonition in my text, are re
prefented as pronounced by divide wiffom to
finners.—TFhat natural reafon and' conlcience, whick
Gob hath placed in every man’s breaft, and every ex<
ternal revelation which Gop hasmade of his law and
will, whether in the feriptures of the O} Teftament,
or by his Son and apoftles in thé New, are ilt con<
tinually preaching this dorine to foolifh tranfgref
fors, -
In a word, we have Jere, from thé twentieth verfe
t0.the'ead of this chapter, one of the plaineffy nobleft
Aag
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and fullef? declarations of Gop’s kind intentions te
finners——of the methods and pains which he takes to
win and reclaim them—of the little good effe&t which

" thefe means have with the generality—of their wil-
Sulnefs and fubbornnefs in their finful courfes—and
of their juff and dreadful condemnation in confe-
quence, and the reafons of it.

In the words of our text, we have three things
worth obferving.—1ft. CHrisT’s reproof to finners
——How long, ye fimple ones, will ye love fimplicity,
and the fcorners delightin their fcorning, and fools
hate knowledge ?——2dly. His invitation of them and
authoritative command to return fron their evil ways
~—Turn ye at my reproof. And, 3dly. Their en-
couragement, Behold, I will pour out my fpirit upon
you ; I will make knowa my words uato you.

IN what remains of this hour, it fhall be my
endeavour by divine affiftance, 16 confider and illuf-
trate thefe three particulars——and thea apply the
whole to our practical ufe and improvement. -

_ Ift.. TueN, we have here a reproof to finners,
given by CurisT, who is Gor’s incarnate awifdom,
sonfirmed by the whole word of Gop, which is his
revealed wifdom, and enforced by our reafon and
confcience, which is the candle of the Lorp in oar
breqfir——or that wifdom which he hath implanted
within us,~~And here fave 7hings demand our atten-
tion.—1ft. The cbaralfer of the perfons whom wif-
dom here reproves ;——¢ they are fmple ones, who
love fimplicity ;——fCormers who delight in fcorning,
=—and Soolz, who hate knowledge.~=And, adly,
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The reproof or expofiulation which wifdom ufes to-
wards thefe perfons :—*‘ How long, ye fimple ones,
will ye love fimplicity, &c.”——Both of thefe I fhall
briefly confider.
1ft. Asto the perfons whom wifdom here reproves,
they are of three forts——which we may fuppofe com-
prehend and include-every kind of finners—(ift.)
They are *_fimple ones, whe love fimplicity.” Sin
really fhews a great aweaknefs of the underflanding,
as it leads finners into the moft foolifh, unreafonable
" and defiruftive courfes,~—engages them to flight and
throw away the moft fubftantial bleffings, prefemt
peace and everlafling happinefs, amd to run upon cere
tain mifery and deftrultion, wilfully and of choice;
~—and therefore finners may be jultly termed feols,
or fimpletons.——And accordingly the feriptures ofien
reprefent them as blinded, bewitched, deceived, and
led away captive by the devil and their lufts——as
knowing nothing, confidering nothing—as fottifh,
and brutifh, and without underflanding——as having
their underflandings darkened, and as flaves and fer-
vants to thofe very lufts which war againft and deftroy
their fouls !—=Are not thefe then the properties, and
is not this the conduc?, of fools }——of fimple ones,
who are eafily. beguiled and impofed upon, and who
a& exceeding fupidly and foolifbly againlt their own
honour and intereft; and who (upon this account)
deferve to be defplfed and are havd to be reclaimed 2
——For how exceeding hard is it to deal witha fool,
or to reclaim and corre& him, or to teach him know=
ledge!——=** Although, fays the wilc man, thou fhouldlt

’
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pound, or bray, a fool in a mortar, witl a peftil, yet
will not his foolithnefs depart from him (). And a
reproof enterethi more into a wife man, than an hun-
" dred ftripes into a fool (4).” And it is probably for
this reafon, that a f20/ is but another name for a /' -
ner in the fcriptures.

AND, 7ot only are fioners fools or fimple ones, id
this fenfe of the word; but (what is worfe) they
love. their fimplicity; they are fond of their fo/ly,
and think it the greate/f wifdom; which makes their
cafe in a great meafure defperate, as well as defpis
6able !—They think themfelves wifer than Gop,
and prefer their fooli/h and _fimple courfe of life, to.
that wife and excellent courfe of life which his avif?
dom dire®s, and his /awr preféribe.~They think
virtue and holinefs is folly; and vice and awickednefs,
the only true wifdom :—=they bve fimplicity (as we
Rave it in our text)——are fond of their fooliflr no<
sons of good and evil, of their foolith prejudices
againft the ways of Gop, and think they are never fo
wife, as when they are doing foolifb and avicked
things ; fporting themfelves in their own deceivings,
and flattering themfelves in their own wickednefs,
~—And this is the reafon why they frorn reproof;
and hate knowkedge, and will not bear the words of
inftrudtion, sor Acarken to advice, becaufe all this
feems foolifbnefi to their perverted minds, and dark-
ened underflandings.  Again,

"(2dly.) Anoruer fort of finners whom wifdom.
‘here reproves is *“ feor ners who delight in Seorning®

(#) Prov, xxvii. 22.  (3) Prov. xvii. 10
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=—Not only proud and difdainful perfons who de-
lighi in defpifing and beiForing all who are about
" them ;=—who are fzlf-conceited, and think themfelves
the only perfons upon earth, and that wifdom will die
with them :—not only vain, aitty people, who ban-
ter all mankind, and make a jeft of all who come in
their way, thinking themfelves intitled to /auph at,
and ridicale, all their fellow-creatures as feols, from
an opinion that they themfelves are the only wifz and
Saultlefs perfons upon earth.—=The/z are not the on-
ly feorners meant here;—=but more elpecially the
Seoffers and ridiculers of virtue and religion, thofe
who make a mock at fin, who fcoma to fubmit to the
truths and laws,of CHrisT, and to the reproofs and
admonitions of his word——and who take a pride in
running down every thing which is facred and fe-
rious.~Such are Atheifts, infidels and the profane
of every kind, who, in the pride, jpite or wanton~
nefs of their hearts, fet up religion, its minifters,
laws and ordinances, as theé objett of their profane
buffoonery and ridicule—laugh at death, judgment,
heavenand hell ; jeft with fin, and fport with dam-
nation !—Thefe are 2e worff of all thofe feorners,
who delight in feorning »——wretches, who, as the
Pfalmift defcribes ‘them, *“.are corrupt, and fpeak
wickedly——concerning oppreflion they fpeak loftily
~—They fet their mouth againft the heavens, and
their tongue walketh thro’ all the earth (¢).” Con-
cerning. fuch, the Pfalmilt gives a ftrict tharge to all
who domour Gop and love thei fouls, that they
(c) PGl Ixxiii. 8, 9,
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would fhun their fociety:—** Blefled is the mant
that walketh not in the counfel of the ungadly, mor
ftandeth in the way of finners; nor fitteth in the
feat of the fcornful (d).”—Thefz are a kind of fin-
ners, who are moff hbateful to Gop, for whom he
hath prepared peculiar judgments, and of the refor-
mation of whom there is little hope I==1It is faid of
Gop, that he “ fcorneth the fcorners, and that judg-
ments are prepared for them (¢).”—The fame wife
man tells us, * that the fcorner is an -abomination to
men ;—that he neither beareth, nor loveth reproof,
nor findeth awifdsm, and that bt is, humaoly fpeaking,
irreclaimable; ** He that reproveth a feorner, get-
teth to himfelf Thame; ; aod he that reproveth a
wicked man, getteth himfelf a blot.—Reprove not a
fcoener, left he hate thee; reprove a wife man, and
he will love thee (f).”

(3diy.) AnoTuer fort of finners whom wifdom
Lere reproves, is “* fools awho bate knowledge.” He
had before mentioned fimple ones, who loved fimpli-
city, and defpifed knowledge ;—but now he mentions
.another kind of fools or tran{greffors who 4ate £now-
ledge. By thefe we are to underftand that kind of
proud and flubborn finners, who not only negled? or
Jfeorn and undervalue religion; but who go farther,
and even bate, oppefe and perfecate it. It were well
if fome wicked perfons would be contented with 7e-
gletting and defpifing religion themfelves—but this
will not do with fome ;——their malice and enmity a-

(49) Pl i. 1. (¢) Prov. xix. 29, . (f) Prov. ix. 8,9«
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gainft virtue and holinefs prompts them,and pufbes them
0 t0 oppofe and reproach itin others, and to endeavour
to deftroy its credit and intereft in the world.—They
hate religious knowledge, infiruction and reproof
themfelves :—they fay of the ALmiGuTY, * Depart
from us, for we defire not the knowledge of thy wayss
for what is the ALmigHTY that we fhould ferve him,
or what profit fhall we have, if wé pray unto him (g).”
——And not only are they the enemies of religion
themfelves, and have a rooted hatred and averfion to
ferious godlinefs,—~but they endeavour that others
fhould hate it too, and labour to deftroy others as
well as themfelves. *¢ Such are thofe who reproach
their neighbours® for going to church ;—and for a
firict and holy olfervance of the fabbath—and who
would attempt by filly and fenfelefs objections, tofcare
poor, well meaning people from doing their duty, from
coming to the Lorp’s table, from inftructing their
children, keeping up the worthip of Gop in their fa-
milies, and the like—and who would have all the
world to be as ignorant, as carelefi, ¥s ungodly, as
apicked and profane as themfelves.”—Thefe are the
fools whieh Aate knowledge and infiruction, and who
do not chaofe the fear of the Lorp ;=——who are ene-
mies to Go, to his kingdom, his honour and glory in
_ the world—and who are doing the devil’s work for
him, withcut any wages, or hope of reward !——For
if the devil was to appear in human fhape, he could
pot do more again(l the glory of Gop, and the falva-

(g) Job xxi. 14, 150
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tion of men, than fuch-perfons do; altho’ perhaps they
think nothing of the matter !——But again,

2dly. W may here-obferve the form of Wifdom's
reproof to thefe finners:—*‘ How long ye fimple
one’s will ye love fimplicity ? and the fcorner’s delight
in their fcorning, and fools hate knpwledge ?”"—How
long will ye do fo 2—This form of expreflion implies
the three following things. 1ft, That the Gob of
heaven defires the cogverfion and reformation of fin-
wers, and not their ruin~1f Gop were not earncf
with finners to reform and be happy, he would not
thus expoftulate with them :——a plain proof that he
hath no pleafure or delight in the deftrution of his
guilty creatures ;——that he willeth not that any fhould
perith, but that all fhould come to repentance, and
that he would have all men to be faved, and come to -
the knowledge of the truth ?

2dly. It implies that he is much difpleafed with
their obflinacy and long delays, in returning to him,
that they-might fecure forgivenefs and eternal life :
~—*“How long ye fimple ones will ye love fimplicity?
&c.”—~What ? (asif Gop fhould fay)—Are ye not
weary yet, of your finful courfes ? Have you not yet
gone on long enough in the broad way of iniquity
which leadeth to deftru&tion ?—Have you not get
got your fill of fin, and brought weight enough of
guilt and condemnation on your fouls?—Do you find
the devil and your lufts fuch good maflers, that ye are
not yet aveary of their fervice >—Have you not yet
affronted and provoked me enough, nor enough griev-
ed my fpirit,~—nor put me off with a fufficient pum-
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Yer of refufals and detays 7—1s it not yet time for
you to think of returning to the paths of duty and fe-
licity—to think of making peace with me, and ob~
taining my pardon, and fecuring your everlafting hap-
pinefs ? Or muft you go on flill a little longer—and
try my patience ftill a little more——and render your
repentance flill a litthe more bitter and difficult~—and
run the rilk of dying in your fins ?~—O ye fimple obes,
how long will ye go on to love your fimplicity —=—ye
fcorners, how long will you delight in your fcorning?
And, ) .

3dly. Tug words of the reproof imply, that Gon
is fill waiting to be gracious to fioners, and is fiilf
ready to reafon the cafe with them, and to refer the
matter to their own reafon and judgment. * How
long ye fimple ones, &c.” (As if Gop thould fay,)
Is it prudent or advifeable for you thus to ftand out
againft my repeated calls and offers ?—1I am flill wait-
ing to be gracious to you, after all your provocations,
if you willl but now at length hear my voice, and con-
fider your ways, and repent of your fins, and believe
in my Son, and fue to me for mercy.—This is my
royal proclamation of grace to you—"* Let the wick-
ed forfake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts : and let him return unto the Lorp (4).”
~—But muft my patience a/ways wait upon you =
B it mever to be wearied out ~=Muft I continue al-
guay, 10 fland and Anock at the door of your hearts
without hopes of finding admittance —=How Jlong
would you have me wait on your delays, or bear with

(%) Haiah Iv. 5.
Vou, I, Bb
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your provocations }——FHow many years have T come
{ecking fruit upon you, and find none 2=—Do yeu
imagine that.death will #cver come, and that the day
of my vengeance will rever take place —To day
then if you will hear my voice, harden not your hearts.
——Seek me while I may be found : call upon me while
i am near !=—Baaft not of to-morrow—depend not
Qn fome future time of repentance, for thou knowelt
ot what 2 day may bring forth.—Confider that the
time is foon coming when my tender mercies will be
fhut up in difpleafure,——When the ax of death fhall
be laid to the root of the trees; and when every tree
ahich bringeth not forth goed fruit (every finner
which bringeth not forth the fruits of righteoufnefs
and repentaace) fhall be cut down and caft into the
fire of hell (/); where the worm dieth not, and the
fire is not quenched. * Q then how long ye fimple
ones, 8&c.”~=I now proceed to confider

Ildly. Wispow’s invitation of finners to retura
from their evil ways, that they may not perifh, but
bave everlafting life :=—¢ Tura ye at my reproof.”

How ftrong,. piercing and emphatical are thefe
words of Gop !——Almoft every word is full of /ife
and emphafis reWho is it that thus calls ?—Why the
© great Gop; the dreadful majefly of heaven !—at
whofe word heaven obeys, and hell trembles !—who
fpeaks not in vain to any of his creatures, but rebels
lious man ! who, by  fingle word, made all things,
and who, by a fingle word, can tura all finness ints

(;‘j Matthew i. 20,
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duft; all this world into a flame, and all rebels into
hell !

. To awhom does he thus fpeak ?==to worms of tHe
duft ; to finners ;—to his own creatures, who depend
upon him every moment !~—In what manner does he
fpeak ?~—Both in a way of majefly and mercy.—It is
an authoritative command of the great King of kings
t0 bis creature and fubjel?, man. * Turn ye at my
" zeproof.” As if he had faid, ““I command you, at

your peril ; as you regard my authority ; as you fear

my power and dread my vengeance, go not on a day

Jonger in your finful courfes——avalk not a flep farther

in the way which leadeth to deftruétion ; but tarn ye
"at my teproof,’=It is alfo an invitation of mercy.
=—* Turn ye at my reproof,”——q. d. ‘1 befecch
and conjure you, as you regard your own-fouls and
everlafting falvation—1I earneftly intreat you, as you
would' efcape everlafting mifery, and obtain life and
happinefs eternal—-make a ftand, and ponder your
paths, and confider your latter end, and return unto
me and live. Ob ye fimple ones who love fimplicity,
ye fcorners who delight in fcorning, ye fools who
hate knowledge, and ye finners of every kind, I be-
feech you to confider that the way you are in will lead
you to ruin—=—=thofe lufts and evil prac¥ices which are
- now fo fweet to your tafte, and in which yon fo much
- delight, and run on in fo greedily, will turn into gall
and bitternefs at the laft, and will end in death and
eternal mifery ;——therefore be perfuaded to turn at
my reproof, ere death and judgment fix you in an un-
changeable ftate of torment !
: Bb 2
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““ Turn ;" ——the word is fiall, but full of mean-
ing ; it implies the great and important work of an
effe@tual converfion, repentance, or reformation of a
fioner—a work which every finoer muft of neceffity
perform, who hopes to efcape everlafting mifery, and
obtain everlafting happinefs. “ Turn”—i. e. “Return
from the love and pradtice of all known fins, to the
- love and pradice of all known virtues and dutiesw
return 1o your right minds——retura through Curisr,
to Gop, from whom yeu have gone aftray in your
finful courfes——and, in him, return to- the ways of
virtue, and peace, and comfort,and purity, and be-
Linefs.” ‘The prophet has expreffed this daty in &
few words—** Let the wicked forfake his way, and
the unrighteous man bis-thoughts, and let him re-
turn unto the Lorp (4).”——And the apoftle in ma-
ny different places——of which take the two following
——* Deny all ungodlinefs, and worldly lufls, and live
godly, righteoufly and foberly, in the prefent world,
Jooking for the hope of glory (/).”"—And again—
¢ Having, brethren, fo many great and precious pro-
miles, let us cleanfe ourfelves from all filthinefs of
fleth and fpirit, perfeQing holinefs in the fear of
Gob (m).* )

“ Tuan ye at my reproof, fays Gop,”—Whes,
therefore, my friends, were prove your fins, and ex~
hort you to repent and tern from your wicked ways—
you fhould regard it as the reproof of Gom, (who fays,
* Turn ye at my reproof.”’——And not o/ us his mini-
fters and mefléngers, who are only the echo of Gon’s

(4) laiahlv. 7. () Tit. ii. 13, (m) 2 Cor. wi. .
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voice fpeaking unto you.—It is not therefore our re-
proofs and admonitions you difregard ; but the re-
proofs of Gop. And alas! if you regard not Hrs

" reproofs, what hope is there that you fhould regard
ours !—What wonder if finners flight and difregard -
their feeble and fioful fellow-creatures——when they
will not hear Gob, nor turn at 4is reproof !—But I
proceed briefly to confider the

I1ld. Trrnc propofed ; namely, she encsurage-
ment here given to finners, to attempt this return.

" Thofe fimple ones who love fimplicity, and fcorners
who delight in fcorning, and fools who hate know-
ledge,—and indeed al/ finners who have been long
accaftomed and habituated to their lufls and evil
courfes, find it a bard and diffcult thing to turn from
their fins, and to return to Gop and to a life of vir-
tue and holinefs. Itis, to them, *like the Ethio-
pian’s changing his {kin, and the leopard his fpots (/).
“—They know not houw to bear the thought of quitting
their beloved lufts (which have been fo long their
delight) and breaking with their finful companions—
and cutting off right hands, and plucking out right
eyes, and denying themfelves—and folowing the
dodtrine and example of CHRisT.—And even if they
~fhould be brought to fze this neceffary——and to re-
Jolve upon it ; yet they find themfelves under a m»-
ral impotency of changing their mind and life. They
~feel no power in themfelves for this work—their
mind and inclination is /et againf? it ;——they have
“no delight, and can find 70 pleafure in the ways of
) () Jer. xiiic 23.-

Bbga
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holinefs,—1It is like death to them to pray, or coe~
fider, or refft temptations, or fhun evil compaony,
.Or read, or meditate, or fet themfelves heartily to-
ebange their lives, or do good. Hence, after a few
Bckle refolutivns, and a few flight srinls—they begin
to defpair, and to fall back again ioto their fioful
ways and wicked cuftoms.——Now Goo gives all
needed encouragement to fuch :—¢ Turn ye, fays
.be, at my veproof ; and behold } will pour out my
fpirit vato you—1 will make known my words usto-
you.” ‘¢ Asif Gop fhould fay, Honeltly make the
trial, O finner! Help thyfelf, and 1 will help thee.
- Set thyfelf to-do what thoncandt, with a humble de-
pendence upon the firength of CurisT, and I wall
fet in with thy endeavours, and affilk thee;, and work
in thee, and with thee, to will and to do that good;
which, without my grace,. thon couldft not perform.™
* Up,-and be doing, and Gob fhall be with thee,”
Endeavour to turn, and convert thyfelf, and Gop will
effectually turn and coavert thee. Be not weary i
well-doing; donet f2i/ er défpair, or draw back from:
the way of duty, and Gop- will affuredly meet thee
.#n ity and help:thee by his grace.—~Wait upon him
with patience and prayer, and he will affuredly bring it
to pafs.—*“ Work out your own falvation with fear
and trembling, for it is Goo which: worketh in you,
both to.will'and to-do-of his good pleafure (7). Here
we may obferve, (1ft.) Thatthe awthor of this grace
and belp, is the Holy. Spirit of Gop:—* Behold, I
will pour out my Spirit unto thee,”—=] will pour it
(w) Philip.ibaae
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out in abundance, like water ; it fsell wait xpon thee
and upon ¢/ finners, in every duty and ordinance-of
grace, fo that whoever thirfleth for it, and feeks it
by faith and praper, may frecly parrake of it, and:
welcome :—=** Afk, {ays the great purchafer and dif-
penfer of this-fpirit, and ye fhall receive : feek, and
ye dhall find: knock, and it fhall' be opened untor
you. For every one that afketh, receivetle: and he
that feeketh, findeth: and to him that knocketh, it
fhall be opened. (#).”

(2dly.) W= may here obferve, that the means of

this grace is the word of Gop:—'¢ I will make
known my words unto you.”——Not only {peak them
-0 you,.ar caufe them to be read or preached to you
——but I will make them known wnto you——caufe you

" .o underfland the feriptures—to know and perceive

the great truths and do@rines of religion, in. fuch a
manpes as to belicve and obey them; and to fee and tafle
their excellencyand{weetnefs. Itis theSpirit of Gob,
my friends; which alone can.let us inte the prac?ical
and faving knowlédge of the {criptures, and which can:
eaufe us to read, hear, learn, believe, meditate and
-obgy them in fuch a manner, as that we may become
wife unto falvation.—If therefore, we would indeed
-turn at Gop’s reproof, let us implore the Spirit of
Gop to be poured out upon us——and be conftant in
-peading the f{criptures, which. are able to make us
wife unto falvation, through faith in Jesus CHrisT.
——Letus moft earneftly pray, that.-Goo. * would pour

(#) Luke xi. 9, 10y
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out his Spirit upon us; and would make known Hs
words unto us.” But I now proceed to fome im-
provement and .

ArrricaTion of the fubje—and firlt—we may
hence obferve the prodigious and unaccountable blind-
nefs, obflinacy, and perverfenefs of foolith finners in
refiting fo many calls, reproofs and admonitions from
the living G o p—efpecially when itis confidered tht
the voice of all thefe calls, reproofs, and admonitions,
is mercy and Jove—that the tenor of the whole is #o

" prevent our deffrultion—to warn us to do ourfeloes
no barm, but return to our Gow, oxr refl, or lif
and our bappinefs.

Ir you faw 2 man rutning teadlong over a clif, or
upon the point of a drawn {word, or the mouth of a
loaded cannon—and fhould apprize him of his dat-
ger, and call to him to turn, as he valued his life=
would you not think him defperase and bereaved of
bis fenfes, if he langhed at your reproof, or refufed o
obferve it !—And yet what is this to the madngs
and defperation of foolifh finners, who, altho’ God
Almighty affores them that" their fins will toully
damn them, foul and body, to all eternity, and ear-
neftly intreats them not to deftroy themfelves—bet
to turn from their wicked ways, that they may live
aod not perith—yet they fet at mought all bis coun-
fel, and will none of bis reproof; feemiog defpe-
rately bent, -at all events, to difabey bis voice, rejelt
bis mercy, provoke bis vengeance, and run upon cer-
tain damnation! 1Is not this (as the wife man terms

it) the wickednefi of folly, even of foolifbmefi 4
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madnefs (o). And what muft we think of the blind~
dng and bewitching nature of fim;, which brings poor
deluded finners to this fad pafs? That the whore-
monger, the dsunkard, the liar, the difhonelt mam,
- and finners in geseral, would fooner renouace fal-
vation, than renounce their favourite vices.
2dly. Since this is the cafe of finners—how
great a bleffing fhould we efteem it, that Goo is fil}
awaiting upon us, and followingus with his ca/ls and
reproofs, and offering us bir Spirit to renew our wick-
ed hearts, and fubdue our headftrong lufts and paflions
~—and bis aword to lead, inftru®, and dire® us in
she way of life and falvation,—Saying—** How long,
ye fimple omes, will ye love fimpkicity, and the fcorners
delight in their {corning, and fools hate knowledge 2
© how wonderful is the patience and goodncfs of Goo
to fuch wicked and ungrateful creatures as many of
us are, that he does oot ceafe to be our reprover and
-inftra@or—and take away the abufed means of graee
from us, and withdraw the motions of his- grieved
" Spirit from our hearts, and fuffer us immediately to-
fall into that hell which we fo richly deferve: but
that he is waiting for our repentance and amendment,
and calling us to turn and /live, that he muy bave mer-
¢y and abundantly pardon '——And eh ! how thall
we efcape, if we negle® fo- great falvation, and if we
fill go on. to-harden our hearts again(t his reproofs »
—Confider, my hearers, and bear in mind that awfak
declaration of Solomon, the divine and infpired preach~
er—* He, that being often reproved, hardength his.
(2) Ecclef. vii. 25,
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neck, fhall fuddenly be deftroyed, ‘and that withoot
remedy (p).” And pow let me addrefs myfelf,
(1ft.) To young perfons of both fexes.—My
young friends, you feem in general very forward in
‘coming to hear Gop's word. Gop and yourfelves
only know aith what intentionsy ot for what ends
you come,—but we would willingly hope and be-
lieve the belt——that you come with fome ferious
views to the glory of Gob, and the falvation of your
own fouls. You certainly know in the general that
you have fouls to be faved, or loft——and that thefe fouls
are exceeding precious to you—that they muft live
for ever, even after your bodies are laid in the duft
—and that they will be either bappy or miferable for
ever, according to your. life and becbaviour on this
earth.—You cannot {urely be ignorant that you have
been born finners—i. e. that you bave brought it
this world with you, fnful natures, and that you
have committed numberlefs fins fince you have come
to the years of reafon, and that unlefs you. have thefe
fins pardoned, aod your natares changed, and your
fouls renewed, converted and made holy and virtuous,
.Jou can never go to heaven, or be happy in the life
.to come ; but, on the other hand; muft be extremely
“and eternully miferable!—You muft peeds know
. that you are mortal creatures—that you cannot live
always—and that you may die very foon.—But goed
Lorp ! what will come of you, if you die witbout
. perdon—if you die umconverted—if you die in
your fins >—What will come of you, if you dic
(2) Prow. xxix. 1. :
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without true faith in CHrisT,~——without true love
to Gop—and without true holinefs of heart and life ?
~——Why, if you would read your bibles, they would -
tell you your fad fate! CurisT himfelf would teH
you—*¢ that if you are not converted and born again,
you cannot enter into the kingdom of Gop.”—*‘ That
#f you believe not in him, ye thall die in your fins.”—
¢ That if you repent sot, you will perifh ;> and that
he will fay unto you, on-the judgment day; * Depart
from me, ye curfed, into everlafting fire, prepared for
~ the devil and his angels (¢).” And therefore the
apoftle would befeech you ** to abftain from youthful
Jufts,” ¢ And the wife man would befeech you to
feek the Gep of your fathers, and to remember your
Creator in the days of ‘your youth, while the evil
days come not, nor the years draw nigh when you
fhall fay, you have no pleafurein them.”—Will you
‘not therefore be inclined this day, to hear 1is porver-
Sul and compaffionate call of Gop ? ** How long, ye
fimple ones, will ye love fimplicity, and the fcorners
delight in their. fcorning, and fools hate knowledge ?
Turn ye at my reproof : behold, 1 will pour out my
fpiri€ upon you: 1 will make known my words unto
you!” How do you know if you fhall ever live to
hear another fuch call from Gop—and if you re-
fufe this, how do you know if he will give you grace
to comply with the next? And if you thould harden
yourfelves againft Gop’s calls, and not turn from
your fins at his reproof, and fetin earneft about reli-
gion—whit think you Gop may be provoked to do
(¢) Mat. xxv. 41.
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wnto you ? Hear what he fays juft below my text=ms
“ Becaufe 1 have called, and ye refufed, 1 have
* $tretched out my hand, and no man regarded; but
ye have fet at nought all my counfel, and would none
of my reproof : 1 alfo will laugh at your calamity, §
will mock when your fear cometh; when your fear
sonieth as defolation, and your deftruétion cometh a8
a whirlwind ; when diftrefs and anguith cometh upoa
you. ‘Then hall they call upon we, but I will not
anfwer ; they fhall feek me early, but they fhall not
find me: for that they hated knowledge, and did not
<choofe the fear of the Lorp.”
adly. As to you who are grown up to the ftate
of men and women, and who are fettled in the world
. e==wheén you were young, you ufed to excufe your
fins and follies, and promife to take religion into con-
fideration, when you arrived to your prefent ftage of
life! You cannot now certainly plead youthful lufls;
ot that you are et top yausg to think of your fouls—
2o turn from your fins, and to prepare for eternity!
What then is there'aow to hinder you from bearing
and attending to the call of Goo? Gop has been
waiting on you thirty or ferty years; and muft he
till avait Jonger ?—If fo; how long muft he wait?
_~=Set a time, and fay; when will you begin to feek
Gon's favour with all your heart, and répounce his
enemies, and prepare for heaven 2—Will it be #o-
morrow? Will it be next year? Will it be ten
years hence P~——Thou fool, how knoweft thou, but
that this very night thy foul fhall be required of thee?
EHow knoweft thou what fhall be on the morrow, or
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‘what a day may bring ferth=—much more one or #za

years >=—Halt thou not yet Jearned that thy life is

but a wapour ?—But fuppofe you live 7en years,

are you fure that you will then turs 10 Gop? Are

you fure, that after provoking and. flighting Gop fo

Jong, he will then give you his grace and fpirit, with~

out which you cannot turn? Are you fure that fes

years hence it will be eafier for you to repent ?=——Or

do you fee people always become -better, as they be-

come older P——=What if you become woife, and re-

pentance becomes more difficult ; which will certainly

be the cafe, if you continue unconverted 2= O then,

how long, ye fimple ones, will ye love fimplicity.”

. :3dly.- Anp to conclude ;—my aged friends, who

may ftill be in a Chriftlefs. and.unconverted ftate—

what fhall [ fay to you? Had I téars of blood at

command, I could weép them over your gray and

hoary heads !—1I beg thee, O aged finner, whoever

thou art, for Gop’s fake and for Cur1sT’s fake, to
confider that there are yet but a_few faods in thy

glafs ; and that the graves are opening for thee =
The fhadows of the evening are drawing on, and haft

thou ftill the work of the day to begin? O man, O

woman, lofe not an hour longer I—Every day is now

to thee worth more than ten thoufand worlds, if thou-
kneweft how to improve it l==Too, too, long haft

thou fet at nought all Gop’s counfel, and refofed his

reproof——too long haft thou negle&ed thy foul and

eternity. What therefore thou doeft now, thou muft

do quickly.——There is no room, no pretence for de-

lays.—To day, therefore, if thou wilt hear Gopn’s
Vou. II, Ce¢ '
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voice; harden not thy. heart.~—To dxy begin to rev
pent bitterly; of: thy fins, acceptof CrrisT by faithy
and fet thyfelf to-feek pardon and falvation wish alf
 thy feeble Rrength, * How long, ye fimple ones, wilk
ye love fimplicity, asd the fcomers delight. in their
{corning, and foolstmte knowledge ? Furn ye at'my
repraof : bebold, 1 will pour out my fpirit upen youy
L will make known my words:unto: your {’—Add to
quitken thee in-thid; kear thy doom, if thou refufeft v
" “ Becaufe I buve called, and' ye refufed; I have
Rretched out my band, and mo man regarded; bug
ye have fet at nought all my:couafel, and would nose
of my reproof : therefore Ialfo will lawgh at your
. ealamity ; 1 will mock when your fear condeth; when
your fear compth as' defalation, and your deflradion
someth as a whirlwind; Whew difivels and snpuild
tometh uponyow, Then faatl-chiey call upon- me, but
1 will not anfwer ; they fimll feek 'me-carly, but-they
fiall not findk me: for that they hated knovdedse

and did nos chioofe: thedear pEtbe Rogs: ™ -
' N I !
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*The juft doom, and awful deftrution,
of obftinate and impenitent finners,
from _

Prov. i, 24531,

B T R PO VR TS IO S AN Ct
Becaufe I have called, and ye refufed; Ihave
Joretched out my hand, and no man regardcz) :
but ye have fet at nought all my counfel, and
would none of my reprogf: I alfo will laugh
-at your calamity ; I will mock when your fear
cometh ; when yaur fear cometh as defolaticn,
.and gour deftrutlion cometh as a whirkvind ;
awhen difirefs and anguifb cometh upon yoy.
Ybhen fball they call upon me, but I will ngt
anfwer ; they fball feck me early, but they
JSball not find me : for that they hated know-
ledge, and did not chogfe the fear of the Lor R.
They would none of my caunfel ; they defyifed
all my reprogf : thergfare fball they eat of the
Jruit of their own way, aud be filled with

their owzg devices. ‘ .

IN the twenty and twenty-fitft verfes of this chap-

¢7. ter, . we have the Wifdom of Gop lifiing up her

+#0i0e,. iand wcalling aloud to finners. . In the twenty-
Cc 2
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fecopd and twenty-third verfes, we have the fubftance
“of her meffage, or the purport of her call.~—She gp-
braids them with téeir folly, fimplicity and obflinacy 3
invites and urges them to return at her reproof, and
promifes that, in cafe they will honeftly attempt it,
fhe will give them all needed aid and affiftance—the
will pour out her fpirit unto them, and make known
her words unto them.—And then, in the wards of
our text, we have the doom of finners pronounced in
very ftriking and awful language, in cafe they will
not hear the calls of Wifdom, and turn at her re-
proof.
Here Gop himfelf fpeaks, and threatens to take
a dreadful vengeance on impenitent, irreclaimable fin-
ners, who have flighted and defpifed the urgeat calls
and intreaties of his grace :—* B¥caule, fays he, I
- bave called, and ye have refufed,” &c. >
I navs always looked upon thefe words, as fome
of the moft dreadful and alarming in the whole book
of Gop ;—and I have often wondered how a habi-
tual impenitent finner can read them, or hear them
read, without fear and trembling! Sure I am, if
any fuch can, it muft proceed either from unbelicf,
" or flupidity !-—1 really enter upon the explanation
and illuftration of them with a kind of inward bor-
ror and concern of mind, while I confider that I
am pronouncing the dreadful doom, perhaps of my-
felf, and of numbers of my fellow-creatures—and
among. the reft, perhaps of thofe too, whofe fouls
1 with as well as my own.—But I enter upon this
tafk with the more comfort, in hopes that the
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ligood Sphit df Gep would fo fet it’ home on our
beam, as to make ttithe means.of preventing s from
- this:deftradtion l—We are daily cafting the gofpel net
wwith 1his bupe, and we truft-that the good ‘Gop will
adt {uffdr us toslabour wholly in wain—-but that he
iwill giwe s, at leaft, fome fewfouls for out rewatd,
wnd refene fome vfihis poor creatures from the domi-
mien af fin, and: the punifhment-of devils!—May the
1goed Laeb hear, and grantahis wifh!—-Amen,”
¢ fGob; by his wifdom, having called:finners :to we-
“wen,:puafes asitowere, fota while, tofee what effe&t
ithewallhas ;5 to-fee :whethershey will:turn:at his re-
“probfie~she Aearkens and fears; borthey fpeak not
aright (4).—Aund.therefore he prageeds and goes en
 ao teH.obflinate fnaers; vihatwill be in the end there+
wf ; - and what -wiH -be ‘the confequetrce wf ‘their ne-
ghedting and defpifmg ‘all .Ahe Toeans and .métheds of
his gace... Awd bere we have T
wotailt STre mvphngmaﬁwe and dmwmﬂnnm of
+hdi¢. crime tarcd=ewAnd, :2dby; The wwful fentence
wf judgment which Gob pronomwes againftthem,
v Tusss [ fall ditinfly confitler, :arid then ap«
¢ Hbe Muew,. we havevwhe provoking wamree and
siréamfiances)10f - nheir icoine . fhaved»is ¢ 1Beciufey
figs Gop, d have catked, and yé refoled; ¥ have
firerohed wout oy hard, andnomanareganded ; e
yethdve fet:at nought adlamy: coundel, end would:nene
ol sy sreproof;meriand. . again, For ittt ~drey haed
howidedge, mmd did nonbufc:hbfumﬁdiesmwy
o T ey G e A
Cc 3 '
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~—they wotld none of my ceunfel ; they defpifed all
~any reproof.”—Here then is the charge which Goo
-himfelf draws agaioft impenitent finners—and the
realon why judgment fhall be given againft them, on
the great day. ‘Their crime, in thort, is no lefs, than
obftinately and contumelioufly rejelting Curist, and
the offers of bis grace, and refufing to fubmit to the
serms of bis gofpel—which would have faved them
both from the curfe of the law, and the dominion of
fin, and made them the obedient fubje@s of Gop’s
moral government, and the happy objeds of his eter-
nal love! -And here we have all the aggravations of
‘this crime reprefented in very. mowng and emphati-
.6al language—as.
1ft. Gop condefcended to call upon them s to
awarn them of their danger.~—He ‘called by his
“aworks, by his providences, by his word, by his Sow,
by his Spirit, by his prophets and apofiles, by the
“erdinancer of bis gofpel, and by reafon, confcience
and experience ;—by all thefe ways, did be call G-
ners.—Nay, he fretched out bis hand to offer them
mercy, and that they might, as it were, fake bold of
#t to help them out of their miferable condition ==
but they refufed——and no man regarded. They aGed
as tho’ they fcorned to be beholden to him, and 25
tho’ they defpifed bath his calls, and offered ofiff-
#nce, Some were carelefs and néver mimded it j——
never took any notice of what was {aid to them;
others were -obflinate, and tho’ they could mot awid
bearing the will of Curikr, yet they gave him 4
Kot denja] = He called) but they refufed,”~=

s A
s o
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They would oot have this man to rule over them=——
they were in love with their folly, and would not be
-made wife——they were obftinate to all the methods
-taken to reclaim them. Gob ftretched out his hand
Wn.mergies beflowed upon them~—and when this would
oot do, he ftretched it forth in correctious—but all
61 vain ;——they neither regarded tbe declarations of
-bis mouth, nor the operations of his hand. The
Stretching forth of the hand, is not only ufed in giving
&ifts, and énflicting corredlions=—=but is alfo a gelture
-ufed by pleaders and orators, who would gain the °
Attentian of their hearers, or make fome fignal procla-
ation-of ;judgment or mercy——thus S, Pax! began
‘his_excellent fpeech and defence (4) by ftretching
-forth the hand—and thus Gob is reprefented as ad- -
Jdrefling his people=—** 1 huve fpread cat my hands
all the day unto a rebellious people——a people that
‘provoke me to anger continually to my face (c),” (to
thew with what vebemence and earnefinefs of perfua-
&ion Gap calleth-fianers to repentance,) The fame
wlfo is implied by Goo’s calling to finners —~=Thus
-Gop complains of the fame obftinacy of fioners, and
shreatens them with deferved judgments ; ¢ There-
fore will I number you to the fword : becanfe when
4 called, ye did not anfwer; when I fpake, ye did
fiot hear; but-did evil before mine eyes, aod did
choafe that wherein I delighted not (4).” ’

-2dly. Goo. condefcended to reprove and counfel

(3) A&ts xxi. 40. () See If.1xv. 2, 3.  (d) If. Ixv. 13,

Bee alfo to the fame purpofe, Ifa Ixvi, 4. Jer. vii, 13. -Ez,
'llin l'o
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Ahem ;+—reprae. them for doiog.amifi——and counfel
ghem ta.do better. He aﬁcn expoftnlated the mattor
wvith them——and faid—*‘ Come now and let us rea
fon tagether,—why will you die,.@ houfe of ifrad
w—g5 [ live, I have-no pleafure in the defirudtion.of
whe 'wioked, but sather that they fhouald o from
‘their ways and lixe—-O Hracl, wihat.evil-have {.dose
2010 thae, and wherein have 1 grieved thee; weflify
egain{t- me |—O dfrael, thou haft deftrayed: shyfelfy
dut in me is hy help—take words with thee, and
4urn unta. the Lowp.”——Thbefe, my brethwen, are
sebrderful. condsfcenfions. in the great Gob to Sams
of maskindl ; and .evident proofs of love imd geod
gill.~—But mark sthe contompfuous mad iwmworsly
#araerin svhick: abitinate finners rective them :—+
* But ye.fet at nought all my -counfel, and would
none of my reproof.”—And this:fame chavge Go»
senetys again(t finmers at the 3oth wenfe—¢ They
wouldnone of my weunfel :. they:defpifed dlj my e+
groof.”’—We need .only sead over ithele  words,
abfarve the consommpiuvus and provoling meanner in
mhich cullomary fimers abufe this goodwefs, end
trample upon shis aushérity; of the great Gop :—
$¢ They will ndwe of bir cowmfel; and.they dopsft
il hit reprogf.~Shocking iand. eflonithing infoleace
bf,an. impeoitent. . eact 4= Thes we Hiod b cams
plaining of rébelious i frwel : —* Bat:mippeopie would
vt shaathen 4oy woides aod Ufkarkwenldnose of
me (e) *—-No wonder then if he rejected fuch a peo-
p]e 3 ““So'1,gave them up unto their own hearts Luls,

’ (e) Pfal. lxxxi, 51,~—13«
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and they walked in their own counfels,”—And yet
hear how “his bowels yearn over them—*¢ © that my
people had hearkened unto me, and Ifrdel had walked
.in my ways !”——Thus do finners fer at nought all
-Gon's counfel, as not worth heeding—and will none
of his reproof; as tho’ it were beneath them to be
reproved by him ; or, as tho’ they had done nothing
worthy ‘of reproof, and were too wife and good to
be coanfelled,—~~Nay ; they reje& his counfel awith
difdain—call reproofs, reproaches, and take them
-beinouflly ill: So Feremiah complains: ¢ To whom
-fhall I fpeak and give warning that they may hear?
Behold their ear is uncircomcifed, and they cannot
hearken: behold the word of the Logb is unto themn
areproach ; they have no delight in it (f).”
i gdly. Gop exhorted them to fubmit to the go-
vernment -of right reafon and religionr,—but they
" rebelled againft both—and were as the horfe, and as
the mule which have no underftanding ( g)."’~— Rea-
Jfon could not rule them; for they hated knowledge :
neither would they be govérned dy: religion ; for they
did not choofe the fear of the Lorp (4).”—Théy
hated the light of divine truth which would have
fhewed them their errors ; becaufe it “would have
difcovered unto:them the evil of their ways ;—*° For
they who do evil, hate the light, neither come to the
light, leaft their deeds fhould be reproved (7).”——
‘They hated to be told that which they could not bear
to know.—They chofe to walk in the way of their
© U AfY Jeriwiloro. (g) PLalxxxii, g, C (B) Ver. 294
MO John iii. a0g . - -7 N
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heart, -and in the fight of their gyes,—They were
prefled o fet -Gop always before ahemi;: but they
schofe. rather to; caflt him snd his fear -behind their
tbacks ; begaufe the faar iof nhe Loxp wonld have
Siltprhed them in-their evil.covsfes. Such,.my bam-
shren, is the cherge of Gob agaiolt: impenitent fio-
aers 3 which hariag {een io-all its blacknefs and ag-
gravation—we fhall be the lefs farprized at the
“ .awful fenteoceof judghent which he pronounces
mganft them.”—And thisiis the -

id, Tmse here prapofed <o eur cbnﬂdmn
Lt us thatefore, my brevhsen, bear ind yaor this
vdreadful doom. of impesitent Gnners, whom Gop's
mercy gaunot. recluim, not she powerful voice of his
wifdom, call home from their-wanderiags } '

Avp whillk thow diareft.and attendeft to this
word;-of Goo, tremble, & my. fou/, leaft then aifo
-fhould(} be' faund among this uohappy number of
figners, aed loadtithis wbrd thoald be pdinted againft
.thee 1——¢ Beoatfe, feys Gob, 1. have xalled, and ye
wefufed ; - Fhave {tretshed out my -hand, and ve :man
-Aegreded &e. (k). - - Y
. Sutm.ds thé#m«y.ul andn:‘wwﬁntmed#e
~avicked—~—They wowld netdubmitto Gap’s rigieess
government, and. thesefore mult cereainly. perith wn-
~der-his murash dnd curfe, antl :the gofpel -felf will be
-able to grantabem no raligf.—~They would not take
the henefit of -Gom's iwarsy, when .dt ‘was offered ito
2 ¥hem,  and -thereborethall S tighlyas wikims to s
Jqﬂn;;—-\accordmg to that alarmmg declaration.of the

(b) Prov. & a4,——3% , e
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wife ihany. < He that being often reproved,’ hardenu
&t his- neck s fHall fuddendy be deltroyed) and'that
without remedy (/).” But that I may treat tlns mats
ger a little:more diftindtly,
1ft; ' In the prefent life fimners are often in prov
Jperity and fecurey theypiiveds safe, and: fot: forrow
nddkxma-—nBut this Bypd and joy - q/‘M: Bypodrite
ave. but . For a moment.~—There is -a: tinte - certains
ly coming .when' they fhillcbe feized avith dreats,
Jal tarvor and conflornation, ** When fear thall comre
opén them as- defolation, and their deftroclion asa
whittwind; and when wratly and aniguif fhall come
opetithem; "« The Lows, who hatls made sl
ehings for himfi, kath made the wicked for the dey
of evdl (w).”’  “ Tthe wickedis. refervedto theday
of - deftriiclion ; ‘they -falli be' brought forth to the
day of wrath: (#).””" “ Sarely Gop hatht fet their feet
& fHppery places ; he cafteth them: down into de-
- @ro&ion: how. aré'they breught into defblitien as
in a moment ! diey are witerly confumed! with terx
tots- () (it W6 uoko - the widked)j “iv ‘hall be
@1 With hitn: for the: reward of his Irmdefall be
~ given him. (§)."==" 1 will ckodfe' their dehufions,
faieti the Lorpi and will bring their fears upon them;
becaufe when Foalled, nonedid safwer ; when 1 fpake,
dhey did not hear: butthey did ewil before mire
‘ayes, antd ehofe that - in - Which' F'delighted’ not.——
hierefore will 1.alfo deal in furyy™ inine eye fhall not
fiyave, nelther will 1 hieve pity : -abd elio®: they ory'in
(J) Prov. xxix. i.  (m) Prov. xvi. 4. - (n) Job xxi.
30. () PGl Ixxiii. 19, () 1. il 1.
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mine ears with a loud voice, yet will I not hear thém,
—~Behold I will bring evil upon them, whicli they
thall not be able to efcape ; and tho’ they cry unto
me, I will not hearken unto, them——neither fhall the
gods whom they have ferved be able to fave them
at all in the time of their-trouble (¢).”

Ix the words of our text, the fear and calamity
of the wicked ave exprefled as coming upon them with
great certainty, [peed, and furprize.~lt will come.
—It will certainly come.~It will come as a thing
unexpelted —It will come awith gteat terror and
conflernation ;~—and, by its coming, it will utterly
Ponfound and defiroy them !+ What a group of dread-
ful images, to:paint this d/ack and difmal day of the
wicked's deftru&ion !—(ift.) The’ calamity of fin-
pers will come ;—ficknefs will come, and thofe dif-
eafes which they fhall apprehend as the very arrefts
and forerunners of death.—Troubles will come, i
eind, in body and in ¢ffate, which thall awaken their
Sears, aad convince them of their folly in putting far
from them the thoughis of Gop, and of a future
judgment l—(2dly.) Their calamity will -put; them
into a great fright.—"‘ The finners in Zion fhall be
afraid, and fearfulnefs fhall furprize the hypocrites.”
‘That wicked life which they once delighted in, and
shofe judgments of Gop which they once-laughed at,
will now fill them awirh fear, and this fear fhall be
<sheir continunl torment. Death, the king of terrors,
dhall ftare them in the face, and caufe them to trem-

(9) 1. Ixviiv.  Jer. xi. 13, Ezek. vii. 18,
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ble,.. ““:The light of the wicked fhall be put out,
apd the fpark of his fire fhall not thine—the fnare
is laid for him. in the ground, and a trap in the way.
—Terrors fhall make him afraid on every fide, and
brimftooe (hall be fcattered on his habitation :—he
fhall be driven from light untp darknefs, and chafed
out of the werld.:—a dreadful found is in bis
ears, and in profperity the deftroyer fhall come upon
him (r).”

(3dly.) Accorping to their fear, fuch fhall their
pgmﬂ\ment be. Their fears fhall not difappoint them
— Their fear fball come,” fays the wife man—
i, e. the judgment they were afraid of, fhall come up-
on them to the uttermoft.—1It thall come as defolati-
on, as a mighly flood, bearing all down before it, and
fweeping away all their fa/fe and deceitful bopes,—
I thall be their deftruction; involving them in total
and final mifery.—And this their deltruction fhall
be ds a whiriwind which fuddenly and forceably
breaks down, tears-up-and deftroys every thmg in its
wayz———And then, ,

. 4thly. THEm mt_/hy will be bopelefs, and lbm'
ﬁar turned into black defpair: * Diftrefs and,anguifbh
JShall come upon them.” The pit they fall into, has
10 bottom. There is no way, no hope of efcape, from
that dark fiery region which divine Juftice has appoint-
ed, as the place of their, everlalting abode; fo that
diftrefs and anguifb mult needs feize upon them, ,in
.that derk, and difmal prifon, where there,is nvecping,
and awailing, and gnafhing of teeth; where theit

() Proy. xv, a1.—xviii. 5, a1,

Vor.il, Dd
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werth Bilth net; dnd theif fire is'Hot quenched. And:

1MW s no BIOtE thito what Sai#t Paal has told us fhall
be he rewitd bF e¥il ders from a Hghrebus Gov, ¢a
the day of (ke fevelation of his wrath :—>* Indigna,
tion and wrath, tribulation and anguith, upon every
foul of man that dotth e¥il (s).
2dly. Ik the prefent life, Goo pities the follyof
Sfihners; and his Son.even aierps over their obffinory
and chofen ruin :=—But then it is faid,  He will
_ laugh wut their calamity.” They now laugh at Gob's
counfel, and mock at his judgments, and he will thea.
laugh at theit mifery and diftrefs. Siriners have théit
latighing tite fow-—Gop, will have his theh, Godd
yoh aré new ready to weep at thié folly ahd wickeds
vefs of thoughthefs linters, who are bribging evetfafts
ing miifery upon themfétves, antl lzughisg 4t the ters
rors of the Lorb § biit it Is faid ** the righteons will
- thet laugh ot hem (1),” Abd well they may, e
Gop himfelf is Here reprefented as Yaaghing at their.
dulawbity, and wivcking wbeh 1h¢ir frar conres .mas"THig
is fpoken after the manper of men, Whea we hate
Wwarhed oy peridh of his danger, abd earnellly ‘ex.
Rorted bifh 19 Mdh any BArEN conife which miphe
Bring Hiifery upsh Hith—ssdnd if this perfon, fnftead
8f reparlling ak, Mrould otk vur advice, abd Fouph
21 O5F Gokinfed jsyieh i perfon Yofike all claim vo ooy
PR, Ahd: e bave 4 vighe A lrupd dtd wmock th ot
ey wheR-the ke i dmumm Whith Wy
FRTRRRAY: ratittd Bith- agalift L4 it-1¢ itk Gy
#3tor atthe, proplr'y (Peiag, be i nox eapadle of
() Rom.iichs - (F) PAbSI: 6,

~
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laughing or macking ; neither can he ke defighted with

the mifery of his creataresreyet it is hut jufl, that,
Mtheo they bave outfinned the day of his grage, he
_fhavld: fhut the bewels of his gompafons agaipt thegs
. yithhold that mercy from them which they have {o
long abufed, and fuffer them to ¢at the fruit of theit
own doings.—And altho’ zew he i ready to fegr

their prayers, and avillesd that they fhould gat perifp,
Imt come tq repentance jovyet the cafe will sbeq be
. quits changed.——As 3 juff Fudge, be my/i pals fen-
tence of pusifyment upon them ; and 38 @ vighteays
. Gaop, he muf? be pleajed with the jullice ang feverity
_ + of this punifhment.—=So that, althg’ they (hal] then
«all upon him, yex (il he sot anfwer, spd althe’ they
- fhall feek- him carneltly, yot (hgl] they nge find bim.
- ===Now the door. of mercy is ppen, and Gap is cal-
. Iing to fingers, and reaching, forth his hasd tg plusk
shem in—baut they will not 3gfwer bim, nor come yn-
. to him.—But then s4is doos will be: fhut, apd they
- fhall cry in vain, *‘ Lo, Loz D, open watous.”——He
will not apfwer, becaufe when #g called, 14¢y would
not anfwer.——All the apfyer then all be—* 1
. know you.pot ; depart from gie ye curled, into ever-
Jafling fine, prepared-for.the davil and bis angels (4),”
Tuoss who now ldight Gon, and hate to come fo
\the place of his worthip, and Wil agt bow the knge
_before hinx in family or. fecret prayer, will then fuek
him earneftly ; but they thall npt fied him; becanle
they wauld not feck bim when he might hage been
-foupd, a9r call ypon him when he was nesr (v), Haw
- (%) Mat xpvo a1 (@) Halshilv: 6.
Dd 2
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pitifally did the rich man beg but for one drep of wa-
ter when in hell, and yet 'was denied #«—No: that is
a time of vengeance and retribution to the wrcked —_—
Gob will then deal, as a jaft; rightevus, md _/Z-vere
- judge —He will then eafe himfelF of bis adverfariés
~—his eye fhall not fpare, neither’ will he have pity;
“but will Jhew thé whole world what a regard he had
to the bonour of bis laws, and the truth of bis threat-
nings ; and what a dreddful thing itis for finners to
defpife and abafe offered mercy, ind to faltinto tie
hands of 2 Kving and an avenging Gop ! .
3dly. Stxxers are now bent upon fheir owsn
way, and fond of their own avicked fechemes, and evil
devices==No perfuafions can now tufn them from
thefe.—1It is in vain that the wifdbm ¢/ Gob, or the
~ reafon of man, calls vpon them to abandon thofe ways
and devices.~~Their own wifdom is-beft, and Gop's
wifdom is reputed as folly, and nothing regarded !—
‘Well; be it fo,~—the time is now come when they
firall be filled with their own devices.—~=They fhall
eat the fruit of their own away, and tafte how fweet
the confequences of fin are.—=T%eir awdges fhall be
according to fheir awork ;——and as was their choice,
fuch thall their doom be. They prayed for damnation,
and now it fhall overtake them.——They delighted i
curfing, -and pow it fhall come upon them——théy
would not draw near to Gop, and now they fhall be
banithed far from him—they delighted inthe devils
- fervice, and in the company. of wicked perfons, and
-méw they fhall-be fliut up with devils and damned fpi-
rits for ever, and fuffer with dim whom they ferved,

: S
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and with thenz awhowt they loved !—" Be not deceived,
fays the apoﬁlé, Gop is not mocked ; for whatfoever
3, man foweth, that fhall be alfo reap: for he that
foweh to his fiefh, fhall of the flefh reap corruption ;
imt he that foweth to the fpirit, fhall of the fpirit reap

ife eyerlaflting (w) »—¢¢ The backﬂtder in beart, fays
the wile man, fhall be filled with Ais ewn ways (x).”—
A finaers perifh therefore, they may thank themfelves
for it, and can Juﬂly I3y the blame on no other. —The
way they are in, is their pwp way ; their cwn device,
~—They haye cbofen it themfeluves, and therefore can»
not think it ba;d if they are fuffered ta et 1he fruit
1/' their qun dowg:—-and i Gop fhould choofe theip
dplnﬁons aud prnithments for them, as gbécy have choy
fen their rebellions againf} him.
.. 4tly. Awyp to conclude; finners.aze now apt tg
;glue themfelves .on their avor/dly projperity and
pheir liberty go fin :~—but };qlh of thefe will then 3g-
Favate their ml('ery. *“ The turning away of the fim-
ple fhall flay them, and the profperity of fools (half
fleltroy them.”—({t.) Signers are apt to hoatt of

their liberty to fin;—they boaff that theu tenguey
fre their own, and that nope can controul them jome
they are pleafed that they can turp away from Gon
pnd get clegr.af the ceftraints of religion .that they
gan fhun public gnd private warfhip, apd negledt the
ftigs.of marslity and religion, and that the laws caps
pat take hold of them, oor is there any to make them
#fegid: bup this turajpg atvay from the call, com-
mard and reproof’ of Gop, fhall be the yery thing

(w) Gal.vi. 7, 8. (») Prov. xiv. 14
Dd 3
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which fhall flay them, The remembrance of i it fhat
‘cut them to the heart, and caufe thenr to curfe and ré-
proach themfelves for ever, for thus abufing and per-
© wverting the liberty of their avills.~~(2dly.) Theit
profperity in their evil ways fHall deftroy them. They
profpered, perhaps, in the way of their fins; enjoyed
“bealth and firength and fuccef: in their evil courfes.—
‘And hence becaufe judgment was not executed
{peedily on their evil works; their hearts were the
more fet in them to do evil (y).—And hence they
flattered themfelves in their own eyes, uatil their ini-
quity was found hateful—and encouriged and har-
dened themfelves more and more in the courfe of
their fios ; . vainly imagining that there was no diffe-
rence between the righteous and the wicked——and
that both would have oné lotin the mext world, be- .
canfe they fared much the fame in this.—Such thea
is the doom and featence of the wicked, whom Gop’s
calls of mcrcy cannot now redum. Let us now
briefly -

ArrLy the fubje@—And, O blefled Gop, is it
needful to bring this awful fubje& ftill mearer and
«lofer home to the hearts of finners ?—But how fhafl
this be done ?—By nothing ¢ffeFually, but by thine
ewn fpirit, which, in the words of our text, has laid
down fo plain and fo dreadful a reprefentation of
their guilt and mifery{ Let thy good Spirit then fet
in with the word preached, and agreeable to his facred
office, convince us of fio, of righteoufnefs, and of a.
Judgment to come~—Amen,—~And,

() Eecl. viii. 30,
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ift. Ler us ferionfly énqiiire, my brethren, whes
ther this guilt is ours, and confequently its dreadful
Bunifbment. 1t is a certain truth, that whoever of
mankind have not obeyed the call of Gop, and com-
plied with the terms of Curist’s gofpel, whatever
their charadler, profeffion, or hopes miy be, are il
in fome degree, under the guilt here expreffed, and
fubje&t to the condemnation here defcribed. There is
@ certain meafare of mectnefs and qualification;
Slandard of gofpel fitnefs, which is neceffary in all
who would fhun futare mifery, and attain any, the
Joweft degree, of the gofpel falvation~—and below
which, every foul muf neceffarily come fhort of it, and
finally perith. :

It is in vain fomthe babitually finful to imagine
that they may and will be faved, they know not hoaw,
without repentance, or any moral fitnefs for that ftate,
<—Such will be convinced, when it is too late, that
they-have been under a fad deception—a deception
the more aftomifbing and unpitiable, in that they
would not have thus befooled themfelves in the {mal-
1eR matters belonging to their temporal interefts. The
fmallelt earthly bleffings are not to be expected but in
the way of care, defign, induflry and diligence.—No
man in his fenfes can expet to reap without fowing;
or to reap a different kind of grain from that which he
has fown,~~To imagine that habitual finners may be
faved without repentance and amendment, is a fuppo-
fition which involves in it the greatef? a&ﬁ(rdltm, and

.even blafphemies.~~It implies that Gop is neither
Juf? nor true,~tinat he makes no difference in the
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moral charaters of men—that there is mo fyture
flate; at lealk no future ftate of rewards and punifh-
ment: or, if there is, yet that Gop rewards and pu-
pithes in an arbitrary manner, without any rule of
judgment, or any regard to the moral chara&ers of
his creatures—a thought worfe, and more derogatory
to the honour of Goo than Atheifm itfclf }—Nay;
. it not only renders the fcriptures abfurd and increr
dible ;—but fuperfedes the neceflity of all revelation,
‘and makes null and void every mean of virtue and re-
ligion, both natural and revealed. For, if it will final-
Yy fare awith the wicked, as with the righteous, and if
they both thall have one lot ; then virtue and vice ace
but empty names, and CHrisT preached and died iy
vain—and all the felf-denial and martification of re-
ligion is the greatelt ablurdity—and he who enjoyy
moft finful pleafure and gain, and can efcape prefent
puni/bment, is, upon the whole, the wifeff and bage
pieft man!—But far be this barrid, blafphesnons imr
putation from Gop, and from the cooftitption of hig
moaral kingdom ! Gop thall fooner ceafe to ke, thag
20 be juf? and true=—or than to be s Jover aud re-
wvarder of righteoufvefs, and a bater and puni/ber of
obflinate and irreclaimable vice, in his moral, humap
fubje@s !—And fooner fhall the pillars of heayep he
fhaken, or the everlafting mountains be removsd from
sheir foundations, than thar truth fail, which is buik
wpon the following declaration ; * Say ye to the righ-
teous that it fhall be .welf adith him :=—wo upto the
wicked, it hall be ilf awith bim (z).”
(z) 1. iil. 10, &¢.
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HAvs ‘we then, my friends, cbofen that better
part, which fhall never be taken from us? Have we
ceafed to doevil, and learned t6 do well? —Ina word,
"have we complied with the call of Gop, and turned
" at his reproof >~—Have we wrought the great work
of Gop, in 6:1}'evirzg on bis Son, and fubmitting to
the terms and conditions of bis gofpel (a) ? If fo, then
bappy are ave, and it thall ée aell with us.—As fure
as Gob liveth and is true, our everlafting happinefs
‘i1 fecured, and we'thall, in due tinte, reap a glonous
hatveft, if we faint not, and become not weary in
well- domg, but continue ‘patiently ind dnlngently in
this good way, lookmg for glory, honour, and im-
mortality.—And if fo; then are our natures in fome
meafure changed ; our hearts and difpofitions purified
“and fan@ified ;- our fupreme love fet upon Gop and
“his CarisT, aud the bent of our hearts uPon pumy
“and holinefs ?
- Bur is the flate of our cafe widely different-from
this 2=—Have we been hitherto in a ftate of indiffe-
"rence towards Gop, and CHrisT, and the great
" things of ctermly ?—1 fay in a fate of indifference
‘—=for 1 will not fuppofe, in this place, that we' have
been the moft criminal of finners—T will not fuppofe,
* gar hands imbtued in innocent blood, or our bodm
* defiled by the adulterous embrace—-T will not fup-
pofe that blafp’hcmy or perjury has polluted our
- tongues—or that theft or robbery have defiled our
~bands!” 1 fay,a flate of indifference; becaufe ;

(a) Jobn vi. 29. Mark zvl. 16,
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not to love Gop and his CugisT, is really to. hate
them s~—not to mind the thipgs ¢ of aur peace, js really
to negle@ them;—not to believe in CHRIST, is-rea)-
Ty to re]e& him ;~—not to accept the offers of the gof-
pel, is really to flight them; —-and not to obey its
commands, is really to rebel agamﬂ the fovereign au-
thority, To be indiferent therefore in the matters
of rehgnon, is really to be irreljgious ; and will effece
tually damn us, without any other ﬁn 1—Nay, the
want of a trye _/Zmb alm; will do thig: for CurisT
himfelf hath declared “ that he whao l;cheveth not,
fhall be damned ; and that he wlxo ,belxevg;h not the
Son, (i.e, fabmitteth pot himfelf by fajth to his gof-
pel) fhall not fee life; but the wrath of Gop .abid-
eth on him (4) !—What then can it avail us, that
we are not the greqteft o, /‘ nnars 3 , if we be net frye .
“and _fincere G/Jrg/i:am,’ To comc under the. cos-
demmng fentence of Gon, is a /ermu, an awfel
témg, even akha’ our condemnation fhould be kfs
aggravated than that of many others ! But,

. _To return : _is.this our cafe ? While Gop hath
called; yea while he hath called /oudly and fre-
guml{y, by his word, by his Spiri, by ;e;tfon and
coufc:encc, by o}rd~ nances and providences—haye we
refofed ?—While he hath long been Qretching out
the hand to ug, wx:h the moﬁ precious promifes, wikh
the mof? inviting offers, and with the mof} winning
earncfinefs and importunity of addrefs, have we con-
tinugd to difregard him 2-—Nay ; have we added

(5) Mark xvi. 16, Ipha i 36
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ebritempt to negledt, Tetting at nought all his counfel,
ahd defpifing all his reptosf——hating his knowledge,
and rejecting his fear ?==Or, in other words——not-
sithftanding all the calls 6f Gob, and means of vir-
tie and grace we have been favoured with—are we
(hit it a flare of impenitence—=Mll without grace,
and vold of an iftereft in Cokigr ?—And are we
sefdlved vo continue fuch —"Then mark our certain
Hom —1 rieed deferibe it-in no ofher langdage than
thatof Gop himfélf—nor can 1 find any other words
of Gots whetéln the defeription is miote dreadful and
alarming, than thofe of our text—-words (good Gon
prefetve us from their dréadful import) loaded with

the deépeft hor’/df te—words which fhake the very
" foundations of ty foul, whilé t'pronounce them with
mhy lips 1==** Gop alfo will laugh at our calamity ;
be will mock when our fear comieth :——when our
fear cometh as defolation, and our deftru@ion com-
¢th aga whitlwind ; when deep dilttefs, and heart-
tending anguith cometh upon s, We thall call upont
him, ‘but be will not anfwer: “yea, we thall feek hind
earnellly, but we fhall' not*find him ' for we Thall
éat the fruit bf our own way, and {hail be ﬁiled w:th
st bwh devices !”
" Ir Gob is fot a lfiar, fach will be the inevitable
8oom of every unbelieving, impenitent Ginner, whi
hath not attaied to a gofpel meckner for (he heﬁ*
venly kingdom.
21y, Frow this phin and honeft reprefents-
tith 6f the futate mifery of the ungodly, we may in-
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fer the mercy and goodnes of our Gop. This may
feem a paradox; but it is a great truth. I have
proved to you on former occafions, that future mi-
fery is not fo much the arbitrary appointment of Gop,,
as the natural confequence of a finful life—that an
habitually wicked foul cannot he truly happy in any
place or late—in a word, that wickednefs in a great
meafure creates its own congenial hell, as virtue, pu-
rity and holinefs create their own heaven. If this
then is the natural conftitution of things, that wicked-
nefs finks as naturally into mifery, as a ftone does to
the common centre of gravity—and that without
converfion and holinefs, no finner can fee and enjoy
the holy Goo; how great a mercy fhould it be
elteemed that Gop hath plainly and faithfully point-
ed out this conftitution of things to us in his word?
——that he hath not left finners to any uncertain con-
jeCtures about their future ftate ; left them to partial,
flattering, felf-deceiving hopes, to which the wicked
beart is naturally prone; but hath plainly warned
them what the iffue of a wicked and impenitent life will
be ’—Vlalngnant tongues have even abufed and re-
je@ted the gofpel itfelf, for revealing thofe terrors
of the Lorp, and repeitedly urging them upon the
- confciences of finners—and have fpared no kind of
abufe againft thofe preachers who dwell much upon
thefe terrors |~——Miftaken men ! How ground\efs and
unreafonable are their flanders l—Are thefe future
miferies of the wicked certain and unavoidable, and
would they have them concealed 2 Would they have
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™ “warning given of the evil to come—efpecially
when the #ind intention of all thefe warnings, is to
Jead finners to repentamce ?

WouLp we tax that neighbour of cruelty who
fhould roufe us from our midnigbt flumbers, and kind-
ly inform us_of the approach of a mortal enemy, o
that our houfes were¢ in flames, that we might flee
from the impending deftruction ? And fhall we tax
the blefled Gop of cruelty, for forewarning finners
of the evil to come, leaft they go into the place of
endlefs and infufferable torment? Shall the highet
inftance of divine Jove and mercy, be reproached with
cruelty, by thofe very wretches, whom it is defigned
to fnatch from everlafling burnings? Let it be re-
marked that the parables and difcourfes of the com-
paffionate JEsus, abound more with defcriptions of the
future mifery of the wicked, than the whole of the
feriptures befides——and fhall he, who fhed his vital
blood for the falvation of finners, and who wept tears
of pity over thofe whom he could not reclaim——fhall
he be fufpe@ed of cruelty towards mankind ; of raif-
ing groundlefs terrors and panics, in the breafts of
finners; or of tormenting them before the time?
Far be fuch- 4n injurious thought from our hearts
concerning the blefled Jesus, as to mifcon{true and
reproach one of the higheft effects of his love to fin-
pers, as a kind of groundlefs and wanton cruelty!

3dly. Awp to conclude; altho’ fuch is the end -
of the wicked, yet it is not fo with the righteous :
w—** Whofo hearkeneth unto me, faith Divine Wif~

You. IL Ee o
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dom, fhall dwell fufely, and fhall be quiet from fear
of evil.” With the punithment of obftinate wicked-
nefs, we have the reward of true repentance, virtug
and piecy—that the wicked may be induced to tara
from their evil ways and live, All who fubmit to the
" inftrudtions of wifdom, may be affured of fecurity
.and happinefs.——(1{l.) They fhall dwell in fafety.
¢ They fhall dwell in the fecret place of the Mol
High, and abide under the fhadow of the Almighty ;
fecure in the protedion of his providence, the enjoy-
.ment of his favour, and the guidance of his grace (¢).”
They may indeed be fubject to evils, but they fhall
pot fall by them-—they may fall by death, but it thall
not triumph over them; they fhall conquer and tri-
umph even when they fall (&), " Nothing (ball be
able to do them any real injury; but all chings fhall
work together for their good (¢). A
(2dly.) Tuvx fhall not only be fecure from evil
itlelf, buteven from the difquicting fears and appre-
henfions of it~=they fhall be quiet from the fear of -
vil, They thall bave the pleafures of a good confcie
#oce, 2ad the comforts of a joyful hope ; fo thattho’
he earth'fhanld be removed, yet fhall they got fear,
“They'thall not be afraid for the terrar by night, nor for
he arrow that flieth by day: nor for the peflilence
that walketh by dsrknefs: nor for the deftrudtion
that wafteth at noon-day (f).—Nay they fhall res
joice in the teftimony of a good confdience; rejoice
(¢) Pfal. xct. 1,—4. (d) Rom. viitl. 39. i Cor. 2v. 5,
© (#) Rom. vill. a8. Pl lxuxiv, 11, (f) Pfal. xci, 5o
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fn tribulation ; rejoice in faith ; rejoice even in the
abfence of all earthly good things (g).——Such is the
honour, the happinefs, and the exceeding great re-
ward of all thofe who fear the Lorp, and who fub~
mit to the inftructions of Divine Wifdom. To which
honour and happinefs may Gop of his infinite good-
nefs, advance every foul, who hears me this day;
and to his name fhall be the everlafting praife of
this great falvation. Amen,

(£) 2 Cor. i, 12. Rom:v. 2, 3. a Tim. i. 13, —iv. 8
Hab. iii. 17, 18, Job, v. 59, &c.
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THE Author takes this opportunity of apologizing.
to his Subfcribers in Copenbagen, America, and thefe
Iflands, whofe names he has not yet had the honour
of receiving. and begs that, in cafe they thould not
come time enough for being printed with the work,
they would be candid enough not to impute it to any
aegligence or remiflnefs in him, who would very un-
willingly deprive himfelf of that. honour, apd who
thall deem it a real misfortune if they come too late
for infertion in his catalogue. -






