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To THE
RIGHT ‘no&ovkan.‘z
- BOLLE WILLIAM LUXDORPH,
KNIGHT OF THE ORBER OF DANNEBROG,
COUNSELLOR ‘OF CONFERENCES,
| '7 AND

FIRST DEPUTY OF THE ROYAL CHANCERY,
AT COPENHAGEN.
iy - :

RicuT HoNouraBLE Sir,

" VOLTAIRE, the celebrated hiftorian
and panegyrift of Lours XIV. fome-
where obferves that that monarch exhi-
. bited an example of the true fublime in
royalty ; and it has been allowed by his
greateft ad.mn*ers, that nothing fo much
aggrandized his chara&er, or fo truly
intitled him to the firname of GREAT,
as his exqmﬁte tafte for the arts and
{ciences, and his generous patronage of
learning and learned men, not only in
his own kingdom, but in. almott all the
nations of Europe.
A
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v DEDICATION.

WHAT an agdditionjsweal learning to
grandeur? What lufire does it reflect
on high birth and flation? It caufes the
~ diadem to beam with double effulgence
upon the brow of majefty. It ennobles
nobility itfelf, .and -exalts it even almoft
to regal fplendour and ufefulnefs, efpe-
cially when it becomes the patron and
encourager of the arts and fciences in
others,

It will fcarcqbe denu:d that Mecenas
the noble patron of Virgil, Horace, Li-
vy, Parro, Vitruvius and Ovid (that
bright conﬁeﬂation of geniufes who il-
Juminated and adorned the ‘court ‘of
Augiftus, and marked and diftinguith-
ed the age in ‘which-they'lived -with-the
bnghteﬂ: ‘charaéters-of Hiterary g’iory)——
it will farce be «lenied, ] fay, thit the
amiable Mecenas deferved as well of ‘the
worlld, and refleted as great an honour
on'the Roman Empire, by drawing’thefe
incomparable genitifes out-‘of .obictrrity,
and chettffing 2and . idevelping >Hré
parts, as Fukius Cacfar by -4l Bis"con-
quefts in ‘Gad} Germany and Bittdin,
The arts and fciences thrive-and Aourflh



DEDICATION v
‘beft in a genial and friendly foil: they
need - enceuragement and protection,
and:becaufe of their unfpeakable advan~
tages to human fociety, they deferve to
be cherithed and foftered by the kindly
condefcending hand of majefty itfelf.
The patronage of the prince and of the
patroot is. due to them, and they claim
it by x jufttitle. Fhe moft importane
fervice which: can be rendered to any
fate, is to propagate and diffeminate
among its inhabitants the principles of
virtue and found philofophy, to en-
Eghten their underflandings, infpire
their hearts with right feritiments, and
prompt them to.a worthy eondu@®. But
if ‘'we confult the hiftory of the humani
mind, we will find that this important
ead was never effeCtually attained in
any ftate where the culture of the arts
and feienees was hot countenanced and
patronized by the great. “The favour of
the good .and great is that fin which by
its benign influences warms and ferti-
lizes the human mind, and elicites thofe
blofloms and fraits of genius which a-~
dorm and enrich a’ people: it maturally
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vi DEDICATION.

prompts to emulation, and fets a peoplé
upon thofe ftudies and purfuits. which
would otherwife have lain negleéted for
want of the proper encouragement. ‘
THE amiable charadter you fuftain
by all who have the honour of your ac-
quaintance, not only as the Mecenas of
the learned, and the friend and patron
+ of learning, virtue and religion, but alfo -
as one of the moft competent judges of
every thing that is curious and excel~
. in the whole eircle
'nd that philofophie:
npts you to eollett,
‘efpondents, every t
:he hiftory of kno
s of the world, not
infant colony, late
avages, where the
fatigue -of mew 1
fcarce as yet permitted us to refle&
that we are rational beings, and have-
immortal fouls; but where, thro’ the
lenity and indulgence of government,
we hope to be foon mere at leifure for
the cultivation of our' minds—as. they
fpeak your ardent thirft of knowledge,

[




DEDICATION. vif
and how much attention you pay to its-
ftate and interefts in the world, even at
your advanced period in life fol
confefs they have ififpired me with an-
earneft defire of being made known to-
YOUR EXCELLENCY, as a refpedtful
admirér of your character, and an hum-
ble friend to your moft favourite at~
tachments and purfuits.

- But Tlittle hoped fo quick and eafy
an accels to this honour as-happened,”
alhéft without iy knbwledge, to be
procured for me' by my honourable
friend Lm;/‘dommer Su/)r, - who was'
pleasfed to mention me and fome of
- My trifling produfhons to YOUR EX-
¢ELLENCY in fiich teffns as are ve-
fyﬁatt’eﬁngfetme'f"'t '
- Turo’ this m¥AMY, and By your 0wh’:
pcrmiﬁion, I atn ¢mboldened to lay the
following phain difcoutfes before your-
EXCELLEN € ¥ienk fiitvey of ‘the’
woitd of Hature in'its dppeafan'ces hére, :
mfight : déubtlels mare’ ‘Hghly’ «graﬁfy’
your ewficlity. 1t is & wide an&almioft
uieultivated field;’and wotld yield an!

23




vi  DEDICATIONMN

ample harveft to'the fkilful hufband-
man. What pity that my moft ingeni-
ous friend Fulius Fon Robr, Efq. direttor
of his Majefty’s buildings, and furveyor
of this ifland, was mot wholly at leifure
to cultivate this field, for which he is.fo
excellently adapted by his tafte, talents
and penetration?— But every man in
his own way. Divinity is my favourite
ftudy; and perhaps Your EXCELLENCY
may not be wholly uncurious te know
what fpecies of this is inculcated on his
Majefty’s presbyterian fubje&s in ST.
Croix.

TrE divinity and morality contained
in thefe difcourfes will, I make no
doubt, meet with YOUR EXCELLENCY’s.
approbation, as they are agreeable to
the dotrines of the reformation, and
have nothing in them narrow or local:.
but the manner and f}ile claim your can-
dour apd indulgence, as wanting much
of that accuracy, polith and energy:
which might entitle them to the appro-
bation of o able a critic, even in a lan-
guage which is not vernacular to you,
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and which has not yet acquired the ho-
~nour of being deemed claffical, learned
or univerfal.
SucH as they are, I beg leave to com-
mit them to your patronage, and to fo-
Jicit your acceptance of them as a tefti-

mony of my refpe& for your chara&er, = -

talents and merit. Permit me to add
my fincereft and moft ardent wifhes,
that the tranquillity of true philofophy,
the confcious pleafures of a well-fpent
life, and thofe exalted joys, hopes and
comforts which genuine Chriftianity can
alone infpire, may foften and brighten
the evening of your life, and render it -
all peace, ferenity and happinefs. 1 have
the honour to be,

May it pleafe Your Exc ELLENCTY,
fovn EXCELLENCY’S
Moft obedient
And devoted fervant, '

HUGH KNOX.
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'S ERMON L

The reverence due to Gop’s name, and
the guilt of profamng it, in two Ser-
mons, from

DEUTERON, xxviii. §8.

~———That thou majeft fear this glorious and
Searful name, THE LorD THY Gob.

SERMON I

Y hearers may eafily conje@ture what I princi-
pally defign from thefe words: ’Tis to incul-

cate a proper reverence for that adorable name, which
is the joy of heaven, and the terror of hell: 'Tis to
Yead you and myfelf to t4ink and Jpeak in a jult and
. becoming manner of that Almighty and glorious Be-
ing, whofe name we are at all times, even in our
prayers and praifes, unworthy to take into our pol-_
- luted lips ;=—that Being who is exalted above all ado-
ration and praife, and before whom the blefled angels
dare not approach but with veiled faces, and in po-
ftures of the loweft humility and proftration,

It is doubtlefs, sy Brethren, a difagreeable offica
for a gofpel minifter, to be obliged in a Chritian af-

Vor. L. A
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fembly to declaim againft vices and immoralities too
fhocking for the practice of a fober intelligent hea-

then :—That while he fhould be employed in the

pleafing bufinefs of breaking the bread of life to his

people ; opening and applying the promifes; holding -

up to their view the charms of virtue and beanties of
holinefs, and difplaying before them the inneffable
glories of Immanuels land, and thofe rivers of pure,
permanent, and high-relithed pleafures, which for ever

flow from the throne of Gop, and fill the fouls who )

bear his image with a fatisfying, undecaying, and
ever-improving felicity—he is obliged to defcend to
combat fuch Jow, ummanly, irreligious praflices,
the very imputation of which is fufficient to give a
rational creature the blufh, and which ought not
once to be named among Chriffians =~ That while
. he fhould be breaking the childrens bread, he muft
take up arms again(t the' enemies of Gop ;~—for fo
Juch are emphatically termed by the infpired Pfalmift,
who take Gop’s name in vain (2). o
§¢ Thine enemies take thy vame in vain I Dptdde
ful word ! Contemptible worms bf thie duft, who are
but of yefterday, who are cruthed beforé the moth,
who are bat as clay in the hands of th¢ potter, em«
ploy the very powers they have received from Gop,
as rebellious arms againft him [--- With their tongues,
. the glory of théir frame, they provoke their Maker,
as it were, to open combat; enter the lilts with
Omnipotence, and rufh upon the thick boffes of Je-

(p) Phl exxxix. 30,
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siovau’s buckler I—They dare impioully to attempe
‘his throne, to trample his hongur in the duft, agd te
defy him to his face ;—to challenge that Almighty
Being who has the whole artillery of beaven, carth,
and 4ell at his abfolute command, and who bas told
them with & voice of thuader and lightning from Si-
nai’s burning fummit, * That he will not hold him
guiltlefs, who taketh bis name in vain (4).”

To be obliged to combat fuch figs as this, in a
Chriftian affembly, where they ought to be utterly un-
known in pradice, is a dire necafity; yet it s fuch a
aeceflity as is laid upon the faithful minifters of
Chrift, rather than hear that holy name, by which
they are called, blafphemed ;——rather than fee.the

“-eternal laws &f Gop violated and broken—the fun-
" damental laws of fociety weakened and enfeebled,
and the fouls of men haftening in the broad way to
deftzuction.

In the chapter where our text ﬁ:ands, Moefes lays
‘down the femporal penalties and rewards annexed to
the violation and obedience of the divioe laws; as,
under that Theocratical difpenfation, they were, in
truth, the laws of the ffase as well as of the church,
ar of religion. And in the wards of our text, he
feems to fum up the femper and difpoftion neceflary
#n order to keeping the divine law, in this one article,
namely, A REVERENCE FOR THE NaME oF GOD:
¢ If thou wikt not obferve to do all the words of this
law that are written in this book, that thou mayeft

() Exod. zx. 7. '
A2



i SERMON 1
fear this glorious and fearful name the Loxp ‘thy
Gop, then the Lord will make thy plagues wonder-
fol, &c.”—And, indeed, with great reafon; feeing
areverence for the lawgiver is the foundation of all true
obedience, and this is moft effe@tually fecured by
thinking and fpeaking refpecifully of his name.

In the farther illuftration of this fubjea, I fhall
endeavour, by the divine affiftance, to fhew you

1. WHAT we are to underftand by ‘the name
"of Gob.

adly. Make it appear that JEHOVAH’S namie is -
truely glorious and fearful in itfelf,

3dly. SHEW you boaw and in what inflances, this
glorious and fearful name, claims our reverence and -
efpe. And i

4thly. 1 fhall endeavour to apply this important
fubje@ to practical ufes, by fhewing the aggravated
guilt of the profanation and abufe of Gop’s holy
name, and expofing the vain and frivolous pretences
which are alledged by the guilty in extenuation and
excufe of their crime. :
~ ANp O! that, while we are confidering and at-
tending to thefe particulars, Gop would be pleafed to
thine upen’our hearts by his fpirit, and reveal himfelf
in fuch majefty and glory to our fouls, as'to imprefs
them with the deepeft veneration for his name, and
for ever preferve us from the guilt of profaning it!
Amen.

It. Tuen, By the name of Gop, Gobp himfelf is
often underftood; as in all thofe paffages of fcrip-
ture where we are commanded to believe in 4is name,
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to truft in 4is name, to call upon Ais name, and the.

like. But moft cemmonly it is ufed to fignify every

thing whereby Gop maketh him(elf known to his
creatures, whether it be his #ames, properly fo called;
~—or his attributes, fuch as his power, avifdem, ho-
dinefs, juflice, goodngfs and truthy—or his word;
and therefore he is faid to magnify bis awerd above
.all bis name;—or his avorks, which are faid to
praife bim and declare his glory, even bis eternal
power and God-pead ;——or his judgments, fceing the
Lowp isr knewn by the judgments which he exe-
.cutes ;=——or his mercies ; ¢‘ for he hath oot left him-

{elf without a witnefs, in that he doeth us good, giv-

“ing us,rain and fruitful feafons, aad filling our hearts
with joy and gladnefs (¢).”

A NawMs is a0 arbitrary fign which, by exprefing
or reprefenting fome 14ing ta which it is affixed by
cuftom and the confent of men, calls up the idea of
it into our mind, Thus when the words.man, free,
houfe, city, aatar, are pronounced within-gur hear-
ing, the.ideas or sonceptions of thefe things, together
with their mgture and gualities, fo far as we haye
fermerly knawn them, are immediately awakened in
-our minds, and become profent and vifible as it were
to-our memories ot imaginations. Whatever there-
fore has a matural or ¢ffablifbed tendency to difcover
or revaal.the nature: or perfeions of Gop, or to a-,
waken the idea of him in our minds, may, be properly
called bis name. But by his narse here, I would be

(c) Pl cxxxviil, 2. xix. r. ix. 16, Ads xiv.17.

A3
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6 SERMON L
underftood principally to mean © Thofe names and

titles by which he has been pleafed to make- himfelf
known unto us in his word.” I am now

1idly, To make it appear that the same of the

great Jenovam, by whatever word it is exprefled,
is indeed exceedingly glorious and fearful in itfelf,
and fhould mever be uttered by any of his creatures
but upon the moft important occafions, and with the
moft profound awe and reverence of foul. And this.
1 fhall endeavour to prove——from the nature and rea-
fon of the thing—frem the pofitive declarations of
feripture——and from the univerfal fentiments and
pradlice of good and virtuous men in all ages.
1. Frou the nature and reafon of the thing, -
Gop, my brethren, is an incomprehenfively great
and glorious being : he is the fountain of exiftence,
and may be faid, in oné fenfe, to be the only REALITY
" in the univerfe; as all things elfe which exift, are:
only the creatares of his will, and have no real
exiftence but what they have in fhaf: fo that if he
did but ceafe to awi// that they fhould e, they would
abfolutely fall tnte that nothing or wes-entity, from
whence his will at firft produced them. All the great
and glorious things we fee and know, are the effc&s
and evidences of his ieffable perfe&ions, his power,
avifdom and goodnefs, The countlefs fhining hoft of
heaven, the fun, moon ind ftars: the earth.and fea
together with their numberlefs inhabitants, aed thou-
_ fands of worlds to tis unknown, {tand the indifputable
monuments of the greatnefs of the divine perfections,
‘and the indifputable motives and reafors of our moft
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profound homage and veneration to the great and
Qorious NAME who made, fuflains and rules them:
all. . .
"NAY thefe perfeGtions extend farther yet, to an
.ability of producing every thing pofible, and which
implies not a contradiction: fo that had the Aw-
mIGHTY fo pleafed, be might have created ten thou-
_ Jfamd worlds for every one he bas actually created,
_and. communicated life and happine(s to ten thoufand
creatures’ for every one which he has fo endowed™: for.
there is no limiting his perfections otherwife than by
the poffibilities of things. How ewful, how facred,
how venerable therefore ought the name of this glo-
. rious and . Almighty BEING to be in the efteem of us:
his rational creatures?

- It is no arbitrary claim in the great Gob to de-.
mand a peculiar reverence to his name from his crea-
tures, It proceeds not from a fondnefs of being
thought graat, or a {ecret uneafinefs arifing from a
fenfe of the contempt caft upon him by the works of
his hands. No; farbe it from JeHovAH 40 be vexed
with fuch tormentiog and wrathful paflions as arife'in
proud and haoghty human fpirits, when they meet
not with that honour and refpe@ from their felow
men which they think is due to them. Gop was,
from eternity, perfectly bappy without us. His hap-
pinefs does not in the leaft degree depend on any of
the creatures he has made; but refulis folely from
the enjoyment of his own perfections ; but there is a
perfe@ fitnefs and rightnefs in this honour and reve-
Tence which the CrEATOR demands to his great
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name. As his name is infivitely doly and reverend
in itfelf, fo he, whofe judgment is always according
to truth, cannot but have an infinite regard and re-
fpe for it himfelf, and command all his creatures to
reverence and refpect it accordingly. .1 fay, he can-
#i0f but do fo; for to do otherwife, would :be to vio-
Jate the eternal laws of truth and reafon. Self/bnefs
and vamity always fuppofe that the being influenced
‘by them over-rates himfelf, and has an unjuf?, over-
aweening opinion of his own perfections and merits;
but thefe vices canmot pofhbly have place in a #ecef~

Jary, [felf-exifiemt being of infinite perfeflion: be- -

caufe fuoh a being canmot poffibly think te0 bighly of
himfelf; nor can any claim of refpe& and reverence
from his creatures, be arrqgant, or exceed what the
pature of things ftrictly requires. All thofe eulagiume
therefore which Gep paffes upon himfelf in his word,
aad all thofe claims of reverence and homage from
bis creatures with which the fcriptures every where
abound, are fo far from favouring of vainglsry, that
they are enly a tribute juttly due to infinite excellence
and perfe@ion, and which -the rational creature can-
not withhold from it without the moft criminal facri-
lege! Accordingly '

2. Tae feriptures of truth every where mentiea
this name in terms denoting the higheft folemnity
and refpect, and lay the ftrongeft injuncions on men
to fear.it and ufe it reverently, and not to blafpheme
it, or take it in vain, on penalty of incurring the di-
vine difpleafure. 7%ere his name is faid to be excel-
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lent in all the earth (d):—to be boly and reve-
rend (¢). Men are commanded to praife his great and
terrible name, for it is boly (f); and to fear this
glorious and fearful name, the Loxp. our Gob (g).
Gob’s people are there faid to fanétify bis name;.
i. e, to fet it apart from common and profane ufes ;==
to fanddify the holy one of Facob, and fear the Gop
o Ifrael (5). *Iama great kiog, faith the Lorp
of hofts, and my name is dreadful (i).” . ‘1 will
fan&ify my great name (#).” To the fame purpofe

is the firft petition of our Lord’s excellent and com-
" prehenfive prayer; . “ Hallowed be thy name;” i.e..
let it be efteemed facred,-boly, and reverend by all
‘thy rational creatures.

Turs will ftill farther. appear from the prolnbz-
tions againft profaning it with which the fcriptures:
abound. “ Thou fhalt not take the name of the Lord .
thy God in vain,” is the third commandment of Gop,
delivered from Sinai’s burning . mount, and guarded:
by a claufe of dreadful import to the tranfgreffors of
it, * For the Lord will not hold him guiltlefs who
taketh hie name in vain (/).” *¢ Thou fhall not pro-:
fane the name of thy Gop: I am the Logrp:—
peither thall ye profane my holy name, but I will be
hallowed among the children of Ifrael (m).”=—Our
blefled Saviour, and after him his apoftle Fames, re-
peat and (agreeable to the greater clearnefs, Jpiritua-

(d) Pfviii. 1. exlviii. 13, (¢) Pf. exi.o.  (f) P
xcix. 3. (g) Deat. xxviii. §8. (b) If. xxix. 23. (§) Mal,
i.14. (k) Ez.xxavi.a3. () Ex. xx. 7. (m) Lev..
xviii. a5, xxil, 32, -
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fity, extent, and perfection of the gofpel difpenfation)
even extend the {ame law, not only to a prohibition
of {wearing by Gop’s name, or afiag it irreverently
in the common converfation of Chriftians; but alfo
of all fuch forms of afeveration or imprecation, in
which the divine name is even implicatively fuggeft-
. ed ;=—=and by limiting our modes of fpeaking to 2
fimple affirmation and megation;——a yea, yea, and. a -
"may, way: ** But 1 fay unto you, fwear not at all ;
neither by heaven, for it is Gop’s throme ; ner by the
earth, for it is his footftool : neither by Fersfalem,
for it is the city of the great King, Neither fhalt thou
fwear by thy head ;~—but let your communication be
yea, yea; nay, nay: for whatfoever is more than
thefe, cometh of evil ().” Agreeable to this we
ﬁnd .

3. THaT holy beings, and wife and good men of -
all ages, have had a moft profound reverence and ve-
neration for this glorious and fearful name, the Lozp -
our Goo, :

WaEen the angels of light mention it, they veil
their faces and worfhip, and all heavén refounds with
the acclamations of *“ Holy, holy, boly Lorp Gop
Almighty ;” and the very mention of it makes the in-
habitants of hell to tremble, and fpreads an additional
gloom of horror over their wretched abodes. There
ate no wanton oaths or droll blafphemies there : if
the miferable inhabitants bla/pheme and look up, it is
from the bottomlefs abyfs of defpair, and uader the.
agonies of inexpreffible tormeat.

(#) Mat. v, 34, &c. Jam. V. 12
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Tur Fews, in their bettet days, were fo forupae
fous in this matter, that they would not ufe the word
Jenovan (the moft peculiar and appropriate vame
#f Gob) even in their common devotions ; and never
fuffered it to be mentioned, but only once a year, by
the high prieft, in the holy of holies, on the great
day of atonement, while he bleffed the people; leaft
a more common ufe of it fhould take off from that
folemnity, with which they thought it fhould always
be uttered. It was the moft ardent defire of gocd
Nebemiab, to fear this glorious and fearful name (o).
To have the inberitance of them awho fear bis name,
was pious David’s higheft ambition (p). His ho-
ly indignation arifes to the higheft pitch againft thofe
encmies of his Gop who take his name in vain: “ O
God, how long fhall the adverfary reproach? fhall the
enemy blafpheme thy name for ever? Why with
drawelt thou thine hasd, even thy right hand? .
Pluck it out of thy bofom. Remember this, that the
énemy hath reproached, O LoRrp, and that the foolith
people have bla(phemed thy marhe .—-Arife, O Lorp §
plead thine own caufe; remember how the foolith
fuan reproacheth thee daily. Forget not the voice
of thine en¢mies: the tumule of thofe that rife up
againft thee, increafeth continually.——For they fpeak
aguinft thee wickedly, and thine enemies take thy
~ hame in vain (g).” -
It was the importunate prayer of good Agur,
that Gop would preferve him from poverty; and the

(0) Nehem.i. 1r. . (p) Pf. Iki. 5. (9) Pf. Ixxiv.
s0, &c. Pf. cxxxix, 200 .
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reafon he affigus, is, * Left be fhould be tempted te
fteal, or take the name of his Gop in vain,” either
by mercenary perjuries, or a fretful repining againt
the difpofals of Divine Providence. And in the book
of Revelations, where the grand fcene of the final
judgment is opened, it is remarkable that the reward
is given by the Judge only to ¢ the fuints, and them
that fear Gop’s name, fmall and great (r).” )
Hence it evidently appears from the nature of
things, the word of Gop, and the opinion and prac-
tice of the beft men in all ages, that whatever foolith
and heedlefs finners may think of the matter, the pame
of Gop is_indeed a glorious and fearful name, and
ought fo to be accounted of by all his rational crea-
tures. 1am now to fhew you,
111dly, How, and in wbhat inffances, this glonous
and fearful name, claims our reverence and refpect.
Bu before I enter direély upon the copfideration
of this particular, it .will be proper a little to afcer-
tain the nature of that fear ¢f Gobn's name which
makes an effential part of true religion. There is a
dread of the ALMIGHTY, arifing from falfe and in-
jurious notions of him as a 4ard maﬁ:r, a cruel and
mercilefs tyrant; impofing unjuft faws upon his crea~
 tures, the obfervance of. which is impoffible to them;:
taking every advantage againft the frailties and infir-
mities of their pature ; marking all their faults with
~a merdilefs and envioufly pleafurable feverity, and
wantonly fporting himfelf with the mifery and de~

¢r) Prov. xxx. Rev. xi, 18,

~ .-
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Rru&tion of his creatures, Such a fear as this, teods
todrive us away from Gop with digufl and averfion;
and is utterly inconfifteat with that fupreme love of
&im, which is the genuine and effential characeriftic
of true religion.

BuT there is another fear of Gob, arifing from
quite different motives, and producing quite contrary
effects, which is the beginning and firf} principle of
all true wildom, and, in one form or other, makes a
conftant concomitant of it through every ftage and
period of the Chriftian life, 1 cannot now ftop fully
to ftate and explain this important branch of the
Chriftian temper. Suffice it at prefent juft to obferve,
that it affects the minds of men differently in a flate
¢of fin and impenitence, and in a flute of grace, or
confcious hope of the divine favour.

In-finners, this fear of Gob is the hgmnmg, or.
Jirf? principle of true repentance. Thus the wife man
repeatedly declares, that ¢ The fear of the LorD
is the beginning of wifdom.” ‘The dread of the LorD
falls upon them, and his excellency makes them
afraid, and £ills their fouls with the moft pungent and
diftrefling terrors; not becaufe they believe Gop to
be unjuf?, cruel, or tyrannical, but becaufe they feel
" themfelves ju/fly_expofed to his difpleafure, by rea-
fon of their exceeding guiltinefs and pollution, and
fear their can be no mercy or pardon for fuch wretches
as they are, This is a juff and falutary fear in im-
penitent finners. Tt ftops them in the mad career of
their fins ; caufes them to confider whether the way
they are in, is leading them, and what the end of

Vou. I. B



thefe thingsis like to be. It arrells them, as it were,
by akind of holy violence; forces them to ffand in
.awe, and not fin; %o confider their latter end; to
make a paufe, and look backward and forward; to
fear him, who after he hath deftroyed the body, cas
caft both foul and body into hell; and often en'ds in
a found converfion and genuine repentance, With
regard to this kind of fear, the ALmiGHTY com-
plams of the wicked, that they bave no fear of Gon
efore their gyes s that they caft of fear, and reltrain
prayer before him ; and expoftulates with them thus :
‘¢ Hear this, O foolith people, and without under-
ﬁén\ding, Will ye oot fear me, faith the Lorp?
Will ye not tremble at my prefence? IfIbe a fa-
ther, where is mine honour? and if I be a mafter,
where is my fear 2~But this* people hath a revolting
and rebellious heart : they are.revolted and gove:
neither fay they in their heart, Let us now fear the
1,.0&1) our Gob, that giveth rain, both the former
and the latter rain in bis feafon: he referveth ynto
us the appointed weeks of the harveft (s).”

Bur in perfons who, through grace, have obtained
a comfortable hope of the pardomng mercy and fa-

ur of Gov, this principle of holy fear operates in
a le & painful and diftrefing manner, and nearly re-
" fembles that refpeé?ful reyerence which a duuful child
feels in the prefence of a wife, venerable, and affec-
fionate father, for whom he has the moft perfc&
glteem, and the moft cordial love aqd filia] auch'

() Jer v 35,15 Mal. i g,
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fherit, 1 can think of no fimilitade which can bettet
explaio the afR@ion of godly fear, to thofe who ne-
ver felt it, than #4is. The child of Gob who truly
Jears him, loves, efteems, venerates and adores him,
The ftady and purpofe of his life is to pleafe him,
and to keep himfelf in his love and friendthip, and
therefore he dreads his difpleafure tore than hell;
He ftands in awe, and fins not. He joins trembling
with his mirth ; fpends the time of his fojourning
here in fear, and ftudies to walk in the fear of the
Loep all the day long., He had rather forfeit his
title to ten thoufand worlds, than forfeit his intereft
in the divine favour; and dreads the frowns of him
whom he fupremely loves, more than death. He
thinks he can never render enough to the Lorp for
all his benefits; nor do enough in the way of duty’
and obedience to afcertain his title to the divine lov-
ing-kindnefs, which he efteems infinitely preferable to *
all that this world can grom ife or offer to his accep-
tance,

1. Tuen,when we are commanded to féar this glo-'
tiousand fearful name, THE LoRrD oUR Gob, it fup-
pofes that we have ju/f and worthy conceptions of the '
divine Being and perfetions habitually on our minds. -

Einer Gop is not at all in the thoughts of the |
" wicked, and therefore they ar¢ faid to be without
Gop in the world : or they form falfe and unworthy .
ideas of him, and iimagine that ** he is altogether fuch
an one as themfelvés (£).” In eithier of thefe cafes,

() Phlar
B 2
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they‘ mull ad and behave as atheiffs, or juft as though
. there were no Gop in the univerfe to obferve and
call them to an account: for it is not the mere exiff-
ence of a Gop which influences the lives of men ; but
right notisns of him, and a practical believe of him
kept habitually alive on their minds. A juft and lively
aonfideration of the divine Being and perfecions, to-
gether with the relations we ftand in to him and the
concerns we have with him, as our maker, laugiver,
obferver, and judge, muft needs beget a proper reve~
rence for him, and fecure a proper condué towards
him, Thus. circumflanced his dread would fall upon

us, and his excellency make us afraid; we would "

fear before him, and ftand in awe of his judgments,
* When 1 confider, fays 7oé, I am afraid of him,”—
not as of an enewry, but of a hdly and equitable judge,
whofe laws 1 have tranfgreﬂ'edé and a merciful and
indulgent father, whofe kindng(s I have abufed ().

When Abrabam addrefles him in behalf of Sodom, he

" beautifully expreflcs this reverential fear. * Behold
now I have taken upon me to fpeak unto the Lorp,
which am but dult and athes; O let not the Lorp

be angry, and I will fpeak (aw).” The more that we -

Jearn and #now of Gop, the more will we thus re-
verence and fear him. Angels and faints in heaven,
who know Gob infinitely better than we, venerate
and fear him in a way fuitable to his excellent ma-
jefty. *“ Great and marvellous, fay they, are thy
works, Loep Gob Almighty; jult and true are thy

(u)” Job xxiii. s§. (w) Gen. xviil a7,
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ways, O thou King of faints; who fhall not fear
thee, O Lorp, and glorify thy name? for thou only

art holy (x).”

2. It fuppofes proper ontward exprefions of thae .
inward” reverence we have of Gop upon our minds.
Our words' and actions are the outward and vifible
Jigns of our thouphts; the jndexes of our minds.
‘Therefore our Saviour direts us to judge of men by’
their words. * By their fruits, “fays he, fhall ye
know them :=—=for out of the abundance of the heart,
the mouth fpeaketh: a good man, out of the good
treafure of his heart, bringeth forth good things ; and
an evil man, evil things ( »).” A man whofe mind is -
habitually poffeffed of juft and' adoring thoughts of
the majefly; bolineft, omnifcience, and ommiprefence
of Gop, cannot ufe his glorious and fearful name ir-

- reverently on any occafion; or if, by the fudden af~
fault of paffion or temptation, he is hurried, as it were, -
by furprize, into fuch an enomuty, it will coft him'’
bitter repentance.- '

I suaLL point out three particular odcafions, up-
on!which good men will maintain a peculiar awe and
réverence for that glorious and fearful name the Loap " °
their Gop, and in which the abufe and profanation of
it-is exceedingly criminal,

(1.) Indivine worthip. It is the black chara@er
of ‘hypocrites, that'‘‘ they come before him as his
péople-come, and fit before him as his people fit, and
worthip him with their mouth, while their'heartsare <

(%) Rev.xv. 3.' () Mat. vii, 16, xiL 34, &eo
! B3
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far from him:” And therefore the wife man gives
that important caution ; ¢ Keep thy foot when thou
goelt to the houfe of Gop, and be more ready to
hear, than to offer the facrifice of fools; be not rath
with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hafty to
utter any thing before Gon: for Gob is in heaven,
and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be
few (z).” * Gob, fays the Pfalmift, is greatly to be
feared in the affembly of the faints; and to be had
in reverence of them that are about him (4):” “ In
bis fear, therefore, we fhould worfhip towards his
holy temple (4).” When Facob was favoured with a
vifion of the divine glory at Bethel, he was ftruck
with folemn and adoring awe, and faid, in a kind of
extatic teanfport, * Surely the Lornp is in this place,
and I knew it not. And he was gfraid, and faid,
How dreadful is this place ! this is none other but
the houfe of Gop, and this is the gate of heaven (¢).”
1t is furely a very folemn thing at at all times to ad-
drefs the great Gop, and to reccive the intimations
of his will: to trifle therefore with the name of Gon
in bis worfhip, is the rudeft and moft provoking in-
fult, It becomes us, therefore, before we approach
the ALMIGHTY in the folemnities of divine worfhip,
to refleét for a few minutes, on the glories of that tre-
mendous name we are about to invoke, and to have
our fouls, and all that is within us, compofed to at-
tead upon him without diftraction, and ftirred up to
worfhip him in the beauties of holinefs,

- (2) Ecclv. 1, &e.  (a) PL Lexzix, 70 () Pfv. oo
() Genxxviih  ~ '
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(2dly.) In the folemnity of an oath, when law-
fully called to it before the civil magifirate, which is
a very important a& of religious worfhip.—But the
. full confideration of the ufe of Gop’s name in this par-
ticular, together with the guilt of perjury, which is
the abufe of it, muft be left to fome future occafion.
I proceed thereforé, ‘

(3dly.) To confider the profanation of this glo-
rious and fearful name, THE Lorp our Gop, in
common converfation, which is perhaps the common-
ef, and leaft excufable abufe of it among men, and
that which moft fully demonftrates, that the wicked
have, indeed, no fear of Gop before their eyes. I
fay then, )

. (1ft. Is common converfation, a good man will
not ufe this VENERABLE NAME as g mere empty ex-
pPletive to fill up a fentence in difcourfe ;~—as a mere
by-aword, a mere unmeaning found, which can have no
other tendency than to vi/ifj and debafe it, and render
it mean and contemptible in the efteem of himfelf and
others. Itisa common adage, *“-That too much fa-
miliarity breeds contempt.” - And perhaps it is verified
in nothing mere, and in nothing which can be of more
differvice to the interefts of religion, and the good of
buman fociety, than in the vein and trifling ufe of
Gonp’sname in the common converfation of Chriftians.
A wife and good man will not utter this grEAT and
GLORIOUS NAME upon every little furprife and ad-
miration, with an O Lorn! O Gop! O fweet Jg-
sus! Lorp blefs me! CHRrisT blefs me! and the
like, merely as words of courfe, Such a common ufe
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of the GREAT NamE makes it too familiar withi us s=—s
takes off'much of the awe and ‘reverence which is due'
to it ;—betrays us'into a habit of mentioning it fre-
quently without any atual fénfe of Gop- upon our’
pfinds,—~arid ‘is indeed that identical fin which is:
nroft expreftly and- literally forbidden-in the third:
commandment ; * Thou fhalt not take the name of -
tHe Lorp thy Gob iz vain ;" 1. e. to no worthy-and
valuable purpofe. ‘Tlas; I think, may be laid down as ¢
an incontfovertible truth; that Gop's name is ever®
taken i# vain, when the mention of it anfwers ne-
nobrily or valuable purpofe, or is unaccompanied with -
adorthy and reverend-apprehenfionsof the DerTy on”
our minds :=——confequently, that there can be no Jaw--
Sul uf€-of it, buttinprayer, pruift, lavyfuloaths, di=
vine foliloguies, or religions comverftion: Whatéver"
other ufes wé'may make ‘of the GREAT NAME, are, .
therefore, vain and unlawful; either come of evil; or
lead o it, and: manifeftly betray a want of that awful-
refpec®and veneration for the SuprEME BeinG which
we fhould always cherifh in our hearts;

1 BAvE the charity, indeed, to believe that many*
good fort of people, who have infenfibly ‘contracted a-
habit of thus ufing the GREAT and TERRIBLE NAME "
of Gop in vain, without thinking there is'any harm
in it, would, neverthelefs be fhocked and tremble to:
mouth the more rude fort of oaths and blafphemies s -
and to fuch, 1 hope, this obfervation will not be with=
out its ufe: to fuch, therefore, I would beg leave to-
obfervc; ‘

Fixst; That Jong cuffom cannot poffibly alter -
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the nature of things, or'make that to be innocent and
barmlefs, which is in itfelf finful. The abufe of Gob’s
name is ftill an @bufe, and a heinous fin, although the
prefcription of Jong babit and univerfal example could
be plead in its favour, No dignified fellow-mortal
would brook it to have his name lightly and irreve-
rently bandied about in the mouth of every profligate ;
and fhall Chriflians prefume to take the fame tnman-
nerly freedoms with the glorious name of Gon ! It
is a violation of the diviae law, and a fin to be broken
off by a fpeedy repentance, as we value the honour of
Gop, and our own falvation.
) Seconpry, I would obferve that this Jight, vain
. and frequent ufe of Gop’s name, even on fuppofition’
- that. it were barmlefs in itfelf; naturally paves the
way-for profane fuwearing. He who is habituated to
decorate every fenteace of difcourfe with he words
- Gopb, Lorp and CurisT, will eafily be betrayed by
the fmalleft provocation or heightening of temper, to
preface thefe glorious and venerable names with the.
little particle &y,and fwear roundly &y the ALMiGHTY!
Such, my brethren, is the natural progrefs of impiety
and profanity. From fuch beginnings are often pro-
duced, in time, the greateft enormities in human life,
I TRUST my hearers will excufe this great plain-’
nefs of Jpeech, on a fubjedt of fuch fingular import-.
ance, and which fo loudly demands their particalar
attention. And 1 humbly pray Gop my labour may
not be in vain, in the inculcation of it! The name of
Gob is an adorable name in itfelf, and ought efpe-
eially {o to be efteemed among Cériffians, who pro-
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fefs to pit their truft in it, and who believe that
* Gop will not hold fuch guiklefs, who take his
name in vain.” But I pafson toa

(2d. ABOSE or profanation of thé namé of Gow
in con’vér{'ation, which is commicn ot profane fuwears
ing. ,

‘ThHis is a fin fo amazingly common, and at thé
fate time fo dreadfully heinous and aggravated, thaf
orie is at a lofs to find words expreflive enough to dif~
play and reprove it, as it deferves, It is faying o<
thing, t6 fay that it is a grofs violation of the divine’
Jaw. Every one who pra&ifes it, knows this well,
and thereforé can havé n6 plea from ignorance. The
practice of it is, indeed, a profound myftery to fenfa
and réafon, and can be no other way accounted for,
than as arifing from an impious, bellify temper, which
is difpofed to mock and infult the Almighty for ne’
reafon under the fun ! _ "

IT is truly amazing that men who profefs to be-
lieve the fcriptures, and a judgment to come, fhould-
dare to violate thofe plain rules of our Saviour and’
his apoftles ;~—fhould dare to call' Gop and his Son"
Jesus CukrsT to attelt and bear witnefs to fuch’
tiifles, as they would be afhamed to call any feriods’
neighbour tg witnefs;—or, that they thould dare to
imprecate the heavieft curfes and dimnations upon’
themfelves and others, as though the great Gop were
obliged to anfwer their impious calls, and difpenfe his
judgments at thieir pleafure——and all this often thro”
mere wantonnefs, or upon the fighteft proyocation,
and without'any conceivable inducement, either from
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profit or pleafure! There is fomething fo forrid and
Shocking to the ears in this fort of language, that I
have often wondered how any thing on this {ide of
hell could venture to utter it—and often flood amaz-
ed at the patience of Gop, who bore with fuch in-
dlgnmcs, apd did not pour down his judgments from
hcaven againft fuch audacious tranfgreflors, or caufe
his earth to open her mouth and {wallow them quick
20 the center of her poliuted orb.
Ir, therefore, the grod man dreads to ufe this glo-
_rious and fearful name, the Lorp his Gep merely #
wain, or to no worthy and valuable purque, need [
afk if he will not much more dread to ufe it in the
fhockingly - profane manner above mentioned ; ;=i
fetting off every fcmence he fpeaks with an oathi at
the begioning or ¢nd of it ;—in making it a vehicle,
as it were, to convey his own hellith and accurfed
paffions of malice, enyy and revenge to his fellow
creatures—and in praying down venggance and dam-
nation on himfelf and others? I could even vepture
to appeal to the wncke,d themfelves, whether this is 3
becommg manner of treating that glorious aud fear-
JSu! name, Tur Lozp our Gop ;—or whether fuch
3 horrid abufe of it can be at all confiftent with the
fear of Gop, or even with a real pracical belief of his
bging and perfetions ;—or whether the Pfalmif? is
a: all guilty of exaggeration, when he has declared
¢ thofe to be Gon’s enemies, who lbm take hxs namg
in vain ”’—
Our Saviour has told us that * every idle word
which men fhall fpeak they fhall give an account of

v
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it on the day of judgment (4).” O then how black,

how aw/ful, mult the account of thofe thoughtlefs

and unhappy creatures be, who have ten thoafand un-
repented oaths, and imprecations, and wanton blaf>

phemies to account for on that day 2—who have ten

thoufand times prayed Gop and CezisT, and the
devil, and every thing they could think of, to damn,

Jink, confound and deftroy themfelves and others —

O, my friends, can any thing but the blood of
CHrisT, and a deep and bitter repentance, wafh a-

way the ftain of fuch black and crying fios as thefe !

«—Can any thing but the patience and mercy of a
‘Gop, bear with and forgive, fuch audacious and

heaven-provoking trangreffors >=—And can the good
man, think you, fo far caft off the fear of this glo-
rious and fearful name, as to allow himfelf in fuch a
bafe, vile, irreverend and bellifb abufe of it }—Shall
he not sremble and fzar before him ¢ who, after he
hath deftroyed the body, can caft both foul and body
into hell (¢)?” $ball he not fland in awe of that
dreadful threatening pronounced againft this fin, by
the infpired Pfalmift ; * As be loved curfing, fo fhall
it come unto him as he delighted not in bleffing, fo
fhall it be far from him; as he clothed himfelf with
curfing as with his garments, fo fhall it come into his
bowels like water, and like oil into his bones: it

thall be unto him as the garment which covereth him,

and as a girdle about his loins continually ( £).”

(d) Mat. xii. 36. (¢) Luke i, 5. (f) rt
cix. 117, &e. : - )
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So much then for the do&rinal part of this fub-
je& : vthe praical improvement, fs referred to:a fu-
ture difcourfe. May Gop make deep impreffions of
what has been at this time deliyered, upon our miads,
and to his name fhall be the praife. Amen,

.

Vou.I. €
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The reverence due to Gop’s name, and
the guilt of profaning it, in two Ser-

mons, from
DeuTcronN. xxviii. §8.

That thou mayeff fear this glricus and
Jearful name, THE LorD THY GoD.

SERMON II,

[BISHOP Burnet, who was intimately acquainted
with Sir Rebert Boyle, one of the greateft phi-
lofophers and molt amiable charatters of the age he
lived in——who profecuted his philofophical ftudies,
-and indefatigably inveftigated the great fecrets of 7a-
ture's laaws, with a principal view the more effetual-
ly to difcover the Gop of nature, and the more ad-
vantageoufly to difplay his adorable perfettions to
his fellow creatures, and to recommend him to their
admiration and efteem (which are indeed the only noble
and valuable ends of philofophical {tudies)——Informs
the world, in a funeral fermon preached on the occafion _
of that great man’s death, that he had fuch a pro-
ppnd veneratipn for the great Gop of heaven and
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earth, in the knowledge of whofe works he was fo
great an adept, that H1s NaME was never mentioned
by him without & fe/emn paufe and vifible flop in his
difcourfe ;—expreflive marks of the inward homage
and veneration of his foul towards the SUPREME
Being. :

IN a former difcourfe from thefe words, aficr
having afcertained what we were principally to un«
derftand by the name of Gop—and fhewed,~—from
the nature and reafon of the thing=——the pofitive de-
clarations of fcnpture—and the fentiments and prac-
tice of wife and good men in all ages,. that this name,
by whatever word exprefled, is indeed inconceivably
Glorions and fearful in itfclf, and ought fo to be
efteemed and accounted of by the whole rational
creation——1 proceeded to fhew, upon what occafions,
and in what inflances, this glorious and fearful name
principally demands our reverence and refpect—
namely,

1ft, In divine avor/bip, in oppofition to bypocrify
and formality.

2dly, I the folemnity of an oath, when lawfully
called to it before the civil magiftrate, in oppofition to
rafbmefs and perfury.——And,

- 3dly, IN our common converfation, in oppofition
(1ft) To a loofe, vain, trifling and cuffomary manner
of ufing it, in the way of exprefling our admiraticn or
farprife, without a ferious and folemn fenfe of Gon-
upon our miods,—And, (2dly) In oppofition to com-
mon and profane fawearing, wherein the GreAT and
TREMENDOUS NAM® oF Gop is ufed a5 a vehicle to

C 2
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sonvey our accurfed and malignant paffions of awrath;
malice and revenge to our fellow creatures, 3nd to
pray down vengeance and damnation upon ourfelves
and others.——1I am now come to the

IVth, THiNG propofed, mamely, to apply the

.. dotrine to fome practical ufes, by fhewing the ag-
gravated guilt of the profanation and abufe of Gop’s
holy name, and expofing thofe vain and frivolous pre-
sences which are alledged by the guilty. in excufe and

extenuation of their cime.—The )

1t Use | would make of the do@rine, is a ufe

of examination. Let us examine and try ourfelves,
wy brethren, whether we are poffefled of a juft fear
and reverence of this glorious and fearful name THE
Lorp our Gop.. We have heard that it is the name
of a Being infinitely glorious, original and felf-exift-.
ent, furrounded with the fplendors of ineffable ma-
jelty,” and pofleffed of every poflible excellency and:
perfe&ion :——a NAME at the mention of which hea~
ven rejoices in proftrate adoration, and hell trembles
with terror unutterable at its very centre :——the:
NaME of our Maker, our Father, our Friend, our
Redeemer, our Lawgiver, our Fudge, and our daily.
Benzfaclor! O tis a dear, as-well as a glorious name,.
_and ought to be efteemed very precicus and bonour-
able by us! ““ How precious, fays Dauid, are all the-
thoughts of thee unto me, O Gop? If I fhould
count them, they are more in number than the fand :

when I awake, 1 am {lill with thee (@).” The nature:

(s) Pf exxxix. 18, 19
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#nd reafon of things, the fcriptures of truth, and the
wifelt and beft of men, all confpire in advancing the
honours of this gloriaus'name, and reprefenting it as
~worthy the higheft veneration of reafonable creatures.
*Tis glorified in heaven; ’tis excellent in all the
earth; ’tis very terrible in hell; all his works praife
it, and his faints blefs it,

Ir wx do indeed fear his name, it muft proceed
from a radicated and habitual fenfe of his glorious
perfeQions upon our fouls; of his infinite greatnefs,
almighty power, boundlefs wifdom, fpotlefs purity,
and every where prefence: it mult proceed from a
practical belief, and habitual confideration of the de-
pendence we have upon him, the relations we ftand
in to-him, and the unalienable title he has, in confe-
quence of thefe, to the whole homage of our hearts,
and fervice of our lives. Such impreffions of the
" De1TY as thefe, would fill our fouls, at all times and
in all places, with the moft proftrate humility and re-
verential awe, and effetually engage us to fear that
glorious and fearful name, THE Lorp our Gob.
Whereas, on the other hand, nothing more certainly’
betrays the want -of t4is reverence, (which is the
grand chara@eriftic of true piety) than the common,
irreverent-and profane ufe of TH1S GREAT NAME,
If, therefore, any of us, mzy brethren, thould be un-
* fortunately under this predicament, let us tremble at
the danger of our ftate, left we fhould finally rank
among thofe enemies -of his who take bis name in
vain, whom he hath declared that he will ‘not hold
guiltlefs, . '

€3
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2. Tue fubje@. we have been infilting on, ferves-
to rcprove a variety of abufes of this adurable NAME..

(1.) OucuT we to. fear this glorious and fears
fal name? Then bypocrites. and mere formalifts in
religion rank among(t the moft aggravated tranfgref-
fors. To.worhip Gap only. that we may quiet our.
cenlciences in a courfe of known fin—as either thinke
ing that we may compound for immoraliiies. by per-
forming the outward duties: of religion——or that we
may fecurely go on in fome fecret fin, under the mafk
and veil. of religious appearances——or that we may:
+ thereby canciliate the good opinion of men,. and pro-
mote our wardly interefts——while, at the fame time,
we have no fear of Gop .upon our minds, no inward
raverence of his glorious perfecions, no pradtical be-
lief of his prefent majefty, nor correfpondent affections.
towards him——is.4spocrify in. the groffelt fenfe of the.
ward—"tis fuch a.profanation of the name of Gob 3
fuch a bafe perverfion and proftitution. of his worthip ;.
fuch a.grofs and flagrant infult upon the all-fecing.
and Aeart-fearching JeHOVAH, as canoot pafs unpus

nifhed, without a fpeedy repentance,

" Og evento draw near to Gop in the duties of res-
ligion, in a carelefi, formal manner, without advert«
ing to what we.are about, or without any.fircere and.
cordial endeavours to approve our hearts. to his pure:
and omnifcient eye ;=—*‘ To draw nzar to him with:
ovr mouths, and feemingly: to.honaur him with our.
Lips, while our hearts are far from him, and perbaps.
going after our covetoufnefs, or wandering with the.
fools eyes to the ends of the earth,” . is-fuch a fupid.
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abuft of tlie glorious and fearful name of Gop, as
fhould make a rational creature blufh, when he con-
fiders, that the Gop whem he pretends to worfhip, is
a Spirit who requires thofe who worthip him, to doit
" in fpirit-and in truth;——who cannot poflibly be im-
pofed upon by any external appearances, and who can-
not but demand truth in the heart, and fincerity in the
inward parts :

(2dly.) OveuT we to fear this glorious and
fearful name 2 How does this ferve to reproach fuch.
thoughtlefs creatures as would dare to give their oath
in matters of evidence, without the fulleft and cleareft
certainty of the matters about which they. fwear—
and ‘more efpecially thofe monfters of iniquity who
‘prefume to- call the Gop- of truth to witnefs whas
they koow to be fz/fe, or what they know not cer-
tainly to be #rue/ O to dare the Almighty to pour
down his vengeance upon us, is an awful, O ’tis &
dreadful thing !  May. Goo for ever preferve every-
foul of us from fuch an aftonifhing excefs of wicked-
pefs—from fuch a heaven-daring, heaven-provoking
abufe of that glorious and fearful name, THe Lozp
ouRr Gon!! ’

(3dly.) Ovenr we to fear this adorable name
"Fhen what muft we think of thofe who, without any.
manner of provocation, profane it from day to day.
by hideous oaths and imprecations——againft the plain-
eft laws of Gop—againt all decency and good breed--
ing—againft the difates of. reafon and common.
fenfe—to the deftru&ion of their own fouls——to the:
carruption and pollution of human. fociety==to the:
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cternal feandal of religion—to the infe@ion of the
morals of the rifing generation—to the grief of all
" good men, and to the rooting the fear of Gop, and
the folemnity of an oath out of the world >—I need
not furely afk, Do fuch fear that glorious und fearful
name, THE LORD our Gop ?—The cale is plain,
they do not.

1 wourp now beg leave a little to examine the
validity of thofe pretences which men fom:times plead
in extenuation of this crime; aod indced fome of
thefe are fo exceedingly futile and frivolous, that F
fear it may be deemed a trefpafs upon the good fenfe
of my hearers to mention or refute them.

1ft, THew, fome may-perhaps plead that they meam
m0 barm by this pra&ice ; have no malicious, envious,
robellious thoughts or deligns aguinft the ALMiGHTY =
~—that oaths are, with them, mere awords of courfs
~—modes of expreflion contracted by example, and
confirmed by habit; ufed inadvertently, and without
any intention of affronting or offending Gop :—that
with the fame mouth which utters them, they often:
wtter prayers, praifes, confefions and fupplications to-
Gop, and that very fincerely and fervently, and
therefore cannot, with any propriety, be called 4ir
enemies, becaufe of this babitual, inadvertent and
sndefigning ufe of his name, To this | anfwer,

(1. ’Tis pot a fufficient apology for immoralt
aflioss that they are done without defigri, or with no
evil or mulicious defign. This dedud@s nothing from
the evil zature or tendency of fuch attions. At beft’
it oaly denominates them fomewhat lefs aggravated,
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than they would have been, had the motives of them
bzen more- malignant. A man who debauches his:
neighbour’s wife or daughter, and thereby brings dif-
grace and ruin upon a reputable family, will be deem-
ed little the lefs criminal for having perpetrated this
crime, merely to gratify his luft, and not from apy
~ malicious defign againft his neighbour. A frot-pad
who fhoots a traveller, and rifles him of his money,
will have little attention or commiferation cither from:
suflice or the impartial public while he pleads,
¢ That in committing this murder and robbery, he
had no malice prepenfe either againft the traveller or
his family, but was ioftigated merely by his own-
wants, and an irrefiftible inclmation of fupplying them
in this manner. Thefe actions are not the lefs ¢cri=-
minal in their nature, or deffrucfive in their confe~
quences, becaufe men commit them inconfiderately,:
by habit and inclination, and without aGual malice in
the intention. ‘They are violations of laws both di+
vine and: human; infringements upon the moral or-
der of the univerfe, and fraught with the moft perni~
cious confequences to human fociety. Man has the:
great out-lines of this law written on his heart, ands
his reafoning faculties appear to be given him chiefly:
with thia defign,. that he may weigh and judge of the.
nature and tendency of moral a@ions, and a7 or for-
bear acting accordingly. The law is before him : the
power of judging and drawing right inferences for the-
regulation of his condu@, is in his pofleffion ; and &
principal part of the criminality and guilt of our mo-
. mlly evil a&ions,, lies in our inattention.to the law,.
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ard a negle® of employing our mental powers about
it, as the fupreme rule of our adtions. The grand
complaint of the prophets, is, *“ Ifracl doth not knomw,.
my people doth not confider.——O that they were
wife, that they umderffocd this, that they would coz-
Soder (8).”

I this point of light fhould we view profame
Jwearing. Be it fo that thofe who pradtife it have
po milice againft Gop, and have formed no a&uak
defign of affronting and infuliing him: yet the law
agaioft it'is promulgated by the eternal King, and put’
into the hands of his moral fubje@s: he has forbid
his rational creatures, under the fevereft penalty, * to.
take his name in vain.” In its nature, therefore, this’
praice is a flagrant violation of an exprefs law of
Gob ;. in its confeguences, it has an evident tendency:
to vilify and dithonour Gob ; to impair the fear oft
him in the world; to corrupt the morals of man-
kind, and to encreafe impiety, and even perjury,.
ameng men, by leflening the folemnity of a religious
oath, Men therefore cannot plead ignorance of the:
law, or of the gutlt and damger of tranfgrefling it.
It is thevefore their guilt, that they will not confider
of thefe matters, but run thoughtlefsly and blindfold
into the molt guilty and permicious praflices, with a:
prefumptuous and groundlefs hope of impunity.

(2dly. Aw inveterate and radicated habit of fia-
" ning is fo far from extenuating its guilt, that it proves

the fubject of it to be in the molt defperate, and al-

() 1£i. 3. Dent. xsxii. 29
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woflt hopelefi and remedilefs circumflances: for
%¢ eafier may the Ethiopian change his colour, or the
leopard his {pot, than thofe who are thus accuftomed
to do evil, learn to do well (¢).” Can it te any ex-
teruation of a man's crimes, that he fins as paturally
as he breathes, and with as little remorfe and com-
pun-éti{)n too }=—That he multiplies his trefpafles
without advertirg to them, aad is fo feared, harden-
ed, and paff all fecling, as to commit wickednefs
with greedinefs, as it were, and without any fenfibili-
ty of confcience, or contrition of foul ?—Is not this
one of the furelt and blackeft marks of reprobacy ?
And yet fhall it be plead in extenuation of the guile
of common {wearing ?

(3dly. THaT profane {wearers do fometimes
pray, and praife, and make confeffion to Gob, ren-
ders their charaders and conduét but the more ridi-
calous, inconfiftent, and, 1 had almoft faid, guilly.
What a fhocking contraft ! prayers and curfes!
praifes and blafphemies =—*¢ Out of the fame mouth
proceedeth blefing and curfing! My brethren, fays
the apoftle, thefe things ought rot fo to be (4).”
The fcriptures are clear in declaring, * That the
prayers of the wicked are an abomination to the
Lorp: and thatif we regard iniquity in our hearts,
the Lozp will not hear us (¢).”” And indeed with
what confidence can we addrefs our prayers to that
Gop, whofe name we are duily vilifying and blaf-
pheming 2=~Or what bleflings can we expect in an-

(¢) Jerem. xiil. 23,  (d) Jamesiii. 0.  (¢) Prov.
xv. §. Pf Ixvi. 8.
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fwer tothefe prayers ? Or, indeed, which of the con»
trary petitions is it that fuch perfons hope Gop fhould
hear or grant in preference? Is it that Gop may
“damn them,which they utter perhaps an hundred times
ina day ? or that he may fuve and blefi them, which
perhaps they do not utter once jn a week }—But the
truth is, the pradtices of praying and profane fwear-
ing are not like long to fubfift together in the fame
fubject: the one will foon prevail and expel the
other, juft as darksefs does /ight: for no proverb is
more confonant to experience than this, * That ei-
ther praying will make us ceafe finning, or ﬁnmng
will make us ceafe praying.”

a2dly. SomEe may perhaps plead, that it would be
ancharitable to condemn all who are guilty of this
practice; many good and refpecZable perfons being of
the number.

Heres it ought to be obferved, that the words
good, refpectable and uncharitable are very ambigu~
wus, The words good and refpectable, when applied
to a man in a political, focial or dumeflic fenfe, fig-
nify fomething materially different, from what they
do, when applied to him in a smoral or religious fenfe.
A man may, in many refpeds, be a good and refpect
able citizen, neighbour, friend, parent, or busband,
who is by no means a good Chriffian. There area
thoufand different degrees of goodne/s and refpectable-
nefs among men, and perhaps there is no man fo vife
and wbandoned, as not to have fomething good and
refpectable in his chara&ter. The young man in the
gofpel had a thoufand amiable qualities, for which
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Fevus lowed and refpeffed h'm, and yet he lacked
nhe one thing needful ; the eflential quality of a good
Chriftian. Gragting then that a cuftomary profanz
{wearer had a thoufand good and refpectable qualities
in a civil, fwcial, political, or domeflic fenfe, yet it
i8 00 ancharitablenefs to pronounce him a b1d man
in a moral or religious fenfe; feeing Gon, the only
infallible judge of moral and religious gooduefs, hath
declared him fuch in his word.

Besipes: a Chriffian or a good 'man, in the
fcripture fenfe of the word, is a uniforsm and cor/fift~
ent chara@er; one who is fincerely good in al/ re-
Jpeéis ; one who.fincerely hates every fulfz avay, and
has an eyunal refpet to the authority of a// Gov's.
commandments : and therefore the apoftle declares,
¢ That he who offendeth in one point of the law, is
_guilty of the whole (f).”—=But profune fuw:arirg
being a wilful and cuftomary breach of one point of
the divine law, breaks in npon and violates this uni
Sormity and confiftency of characer, and therefore, by
this apoftolical decifion, deprives the profane {wearcr
of any juft pretenfions to the character of a good and
vefpeclatle. perfon, in the fcripture fenfe of the
word, :

3dly. MANY are at much pains to mince the mat-
ter, and feem to think that when Gobp’s name is not
roundly mentioned, the moft horrid affeverations and
imprecations by any other words, have little of guile
in them, and are not, in juft conftrution, a violation
of the third commandment. '

(f) Jamesii. 10,

Vor. I. D
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IT would hrave a ridiculous appearance to run oxer
all thofe forms of {wearing and curfing which feena
to have been carefully framed and devifed with a de-
fizn to evade the exprefs mention of Gop’s name,
and thereby to get clear of the guiltwof profane fwear-
ing. Thus fome aflume the prerogative of dammning
and finking themfelves and others, while the name of
Gop, to whom alone this prerogative belongs, is
carefully fupprefled. But this is fo far from exte-
nuating the crime, that it feems greatly to aggravate
it, by affluming that power and prerogative to cur-
fclves which can only belong to the MosT HigH,
whofe folc and upalienable right it is to pafs judgment
upon his creatures, and to fave or deftroy them. If-
fuch fhould depy that they affume any fuch preroga-
tive, and confefs that Gop’s name is underftood and
implied in thefe forms of imprecation: then I would
afk, How docs the mere fupprefion of the name at
«ll mend the matter, or leflen the guilt of fach horrid
imprecations ?

OrtuERrs feem to thirk they pay a mighty compli-
gaent to the third comumandment, when they do not
niention the name of the MosTt Hiaw in their oaths,
but fwear by fome of his creatures, or by fome atiri-
bute or property of his creatures. Thus, while they
think it bighly iniquitous to {wear by Gop, they make
o fcruple of {fwearing by Feaven, their fouls, faith,
gonfcience, or the like. Baut if they confidered that
an oath is an a7 of religious «wor/bip which nong bug
she AumicaTy is intitled to, they would fee a pecy~
Jiar guils in thefe forms of {wearing aboye all ophgrs
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- esamas to fwear by any creature, is aQually to deify
that creatare, and pay it a worfhip and honour which
is only due to Gop. *‘ Unto me, fays Gop, every
knee fhall bow, and every tongpe fhall fwear. He
that bleffeth himfelf, fhall blefs himfelf in the Gop
of truth; and he that {weareth in the earth, fhall
fwear by the Gop of truth (g).”

BesiDpeEs: our Saviour has pointed out the im-
piety and abfurdity of fuch kinds of affeveration in fo
full, plain, and clear 2 manner, that nothing can
well be added t6 what he has fuid on the fubject. The
relation which every creature in the univerfe has to
the great CkEaTOR and SusTainEr of all, is fo
clofe and dependent, that he who fwears by the ope,
fiears by the other alfo : he who fwears by the altar,
fwears by him to whom that altar is ere®ed, and he
who f[wears by heaven, {wears by him who governs
therein ;——and therefore he lays down this expre/s
probibition, * 1 fay unto you, fwear not at all : nei«
ther by heaven, for it is Gop’s throne; nor by the
earth, for it is his-footftool ; neither by any other
creature, for they are all the work of his hands: but
let your communication be yea yea, nay nay; for
whatfoever is more than thefe cometh of evil {4).”
To imagine therefore that we are not guilty of pro-
fane fwearing, either while we do not mention the

facred name of Gop in our oaths, or while we fwear

by any of the creatures, is the moft idle diftin@ion
and abfurd pretence, which can be well conceived.

() If. xlv. 23, Ixv. 16, ~ () Mat. v. 34~37.
D 2 :
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4thly. Oreers arefo far from mincing the mat-
*r, that they feem to think oaths are very beautifub
and ernamental parts of fpeech, by that pride they
fecem to tuke in uttering them, and in devifing new
and uncommon ones, as fingularly graceful embellifh-
ments of difcourfe. A certain.clafs of profane {wear-
ers fometimes put on fuch. vifible airs of importance ia
the a@ of fwearing, that it feems evident they value.
themfelves not a little on fo graceful an accomplith-
ment. Every fentence which is not emlellithed with
one of thefe blutering flowers of eloquence, feems to
them infipid and flat: nay {ometimes whole ftrings.
.of them are tacked together, like Sawcho Panzu’s
proverbs, to fupply the deficiency of common fen!e e
and to fill up a chafm in converfation.
_ Gaop be thacked, indeed, that this ambition of
profunity, this glorying in our fhame, this pride of
faearing, is, for the moft part, confined to the very
~ dregs of our fpecies; the vileflt and moft abandoned
part of cur race; and banifhed, by the laws of good~
breeding, from every reputable fociety of men: for
it betrays fuch a monftrous perverfion of tafte, and
fuch a total.deficiency in. decency and good-brecding,
as canoot. be tolerated in.the haunts of civilized focicl
life. And indeed,itis remarkable that thofe moft ad-
dicted to this kind of fwearing, are generally perfors
of fuch flerility of genius. and poverty. of exprefiom
that, without thefe 2ids frem.impiety, they could not
well furnith their quota in common converfations
*Tis pity, however, that any fhould fo far miltake tke
-world, wicked as itis, as to: believe they, can recoms
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mend themfelves to mankind, by fuch profane forms
of fpeech as cannot but be extremely difguftful and.
difpleafing to fome individuals of every mixed com-
pany. :

sthly, Anp to conclude this branch : this prac-
tice is often pretended to be meceffary, either to con-
firm the truth of a declaration, or to enforce obedi-
ence to a command, As to the

(1ft Or thefe it is an idle pretence, feeing, in
jultice, every man is the lefs to be believed, in pro-
portion to the proofs of his wickednefs. What fecu-
rity have we that the mzn who, without fcruple,
breaks the third commandment, will not as readily
violate the minth; efpecially when he may ferve fome
real intereft by doing fo? Hence the old proverb,
¢ He that will fwear, will /ie,”—Befides; to how
low an ebb mult a man’s credit and wveracity-be re-
duced in the eftimation of the world, if he cannot be
believed in relating the commoneft fats, without con-
firming the truth of his teftimony by an oath? What
an affront thould an hooet man deem it to be told by
his neighbour, that unlefs he fivore to the truth of a
fa& he had related, he would not believe bim 2=
And yet the common fwearer a@ls 2s tho’ his veracity -
was liable to fuch a fufpicion by every body that
hears him. He feems to have fuch a doubt of his
own credit with mankind, that he thinks himf{Uf
obliged to {wear to the truth of every thing he fays,
as though he were unworthy of being believed upon
his fimple affirmation.

PyrHaGorAs commanded his fcholars to thew

D3



‘.
Eaky .

e $SERMON I :
tiem({elves worthy of being believed without an oathy.
by the integrity of-their lives:. How well were it for
this clafs of men, who plead for the neceflity of
fwearing to.confirm. the truth of what they fay, if
titey- did- but aveil themfelves- of tlic remark of Hie-
roclks, that honeft and fenfible old Pagan; * Yom
may exped to find- the moft-credit, fays he, by living
" in fuch a manner as-to convince the world, that you
_ eltcem nothing under heaven more facred than truth,.
whether you: [wear-to-it, ot not.”

(2dly, ‘Tne neceflity of fwearing to over-awe irnv
Seriors, and enforce chedience to authority, is feldom-
1 believe ferioufly pleaded, unlefs it be by a kind of in~
ferior commanders, who have fo .accuflomed thofe-
under them to this kind of language, that they never
believe them to be truly in earneft-till they employ if. .
Indeed to- pretend that common profane {wearing s
neccffary upon any occafion, or in any fenfe of the
word, is an outrage on common fenfe, and fuck a -
fhamelefs abfurd pretence, as I am perfuaded no per-
fon of a found underftanding would venture ferioufly
to advance;

I Now proceed:to lay- before my hearers a few
eonfiderations- 'which ought for ever to prevent us .,
from falling-into this dangerous- and difgraceful prac-
tice. Confider therefore, ' .

(1ft.) How difpleafing it is to Gop; that Gep
who is your father and friend; that Gop whom you
ought to love, and whom it-ought to be the very pue-
pofe of your life conftantly to pleafe and-obey. That
which- Gon has exprefsly and repeatedly- forbidden.in.

-
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Bis word—that which degrades his honour, vilifies:
and debafes his name, and renders it cheap and con-
temptible among men—that which corrupts and poi-
fens the morals of our fellow-creatures, and promotes.
impiety, profanity, and perjury amongft men, mufk
needs be highly difpleafing to Gon.: but fuch, as we
‘have feen, is the practice of profane fwearers. Let
us therefore, from this confideration,. refolve againft
and for ever abandon this deteftable and deflructive
vice. _

 (2dly.) Cowsiprr how bhighly it muft gratify-
the devil, that malicious, infidious, vigilant and inde-
farigable enemy of Gob’s glory and the falvation of*

-men. Muoft it not afford a hellith pleafure to that ma-

_lignant fpirit, that grand head of the apoftacy, to
Hear Gop’s rational human creatures, who are in a.
ftate of grace and probation for an immortal crown
and unfading inheritance, and wha are encompafled.
with ten thoufand engaging and endearing mercies .
-from the indulgent hand of heaven, forfeiting-all their
_precious heavenly hopes ; blafpheming that holy name
by which they are called ; trampling upon the honour
-and authority of their Maker and Redeemer; openly
going over ta the fide of the apoﬁacy themfelves, and
leading their fellow-creatures with them in that broad
way which.terminates.in perdition ? By no vice, per-
baps, is his kingdom and intereft more premoted among
men—as by no vice, men do more oppofe the glory
of .Gov, and exprefs their enmity again(t him. * Thise'
enemies, fays Duvid, take thy name in vain.”

"INDEED, profane {wearing feems.to be the proper
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-Fanguage of Aell, of that region of forture and dzfpair,
unto which a fingle ray of mercy, a fingle gleam of
hope, cannot penetrate; where the miferable and
defperate inhabitants, ¢ feorched with preat heat,
blafpheme the Gop cf heaven, 'hcaufe of their pains
and their fores, and repent not of their deeds (i).”
The infernal regions probably refound with this dia-

_ bolical language, and if any thing can extenuate this
crime in devils and dawmmned fpirits, it muft be their
unfufferable torment and utter defpair: but that the
children of hepe in this world, the bheirs of grace,
and the candidstes for feats in the manfions of
heavealy glory fhould dip their tongues in this poifon
of afps, and pollute their lips with this isfernal dia-
Je?, is ftrange beyond all aftonifhment !

(3dly.) ConsipEr that this is a vice to which,
properly fpeaking, there can be no'temptation. With
regard to many of our other vices, we can plead,
avant, pleafure, profs, ambition, or fome frong pro-
penfity of our corrupt nature, in extenuation of their
guilt. The robber and fhop-lifter may, in fome cafes,
plead want ; the avaricious and dithoneft man is in-
figated by a defire of gain; the ambitious are
goaded on to iniquitous a&ions by a thirff for ho-
nour and glory ; the proud and vain are tempted by
the love of admiration and applaufe ; the cruel, the
wrathful, the wafpifh and fplenetic may plead the
fharpnefs of their juices, and an irafcible tempera-
ment; the drunkard is led away by the muddy plea-

(i) Rev. xvi. g, 11,21,
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fure of intoxication, and the epicure and fenfualift,
compldin that they are huiried into exceflts by the .
headflrong violence of their appetites and lufts:— -
but no man could ever yet plead, that he was born
with a fawearing conflitution—or that he was urged
to this vice by any inbred propenfity of his nature ;=—
nor can he plead the metives of pleafure, profit, ox
bonour, in extenuation of his guilt, Other finners
have fome reafons to give, fuch as they are, for the
crimes they commit; but the profane fwearer muft
fland wholly fpecchlefs, and without the leaft pretext
.of an apology. Will it be faid that profane fwearing
is the natural fruit of anger, revenge, envy and ma-
kice, which are natural paflios of the human
mind ? :
FirsT, 1 deny that revenge, evy or malice are
mative paflions of the human foul. They are exotics,
ingrafted by the devil on the ftock of our nature, and
make the {trongeft features of his image in man. We
fhould never have experienced what envy, malice or
xevenge were, had it not been for our apoftacy from
Gop. Whatever therefore proceeds from thefe paf-
fions of our cerrupt natuse, is truly and entirely dia-
bolical. '

. Seconpry, [ deny that there is any natural or
neceffary connexion between thefe pafions and pro- -
JSane fwearing, fo that where thefe paffions are ex-
cited, profane fivearing muft neceffarily follow. 1f

. this were the cafe, then the Hottentots of the Cape,
and the Flprida Indians, would ufe the fame oaths
and imprecations which, we do when under the influ=
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ence of thefe pafhions; which is not true. _.duges,
indeed, naturally exprefles itlelf by beifferous lan-
Zuage and violent actions, but can never mechanically
move the tongue to the words Gop, CHRIST, bea-
" ven, hell, and damnation :—uplefs the toague (which
is always the cafe) has been accuftomed to the irre-
verent and profane ule of thefe words;—and then
they ferve naturally enough as vehicles to convey thefe
hellih paflions to our fellow-creatures, and to vent
our arger, malice and revenge againlt them., And
this is what we call the balit of profane fwearing,
which it is the purport of this difcourfe, by Gop’s
affiftance, to eradicate and deftroy.

(4thly.) Consiper that the frequemcy of this
crime greatly increafes the guilt of it. Happily fomre
crimes, though very atrocious, can be but fcldom
committed ; and thereby their guilt to the commit>
ters, and .their mifchief to the public, is the lefs :—=

_ but thofe who are unhappily infe&ted with the habie
of profane fwearing, multiply their tranfgreflions
without number, The fins of many of them, in this
kind; are almoft literally ¢‘ as the hairs of their head,
and as the fands upon the fea thore, which cannot be
reckoned (4).” How impoffible would it be for many
of thefe beroes in inignity, to recount and fum up at
night, how often he had offended with his. tongue
through the day, to the dithonouring of his Gop; to
the poifoning the minds of his fellow-creatures, and
to the amazing aggravation of his own guil 2

(k) Pf.xl 12,
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LxT all thefe confiderations therefore confpire.to
arm us againft the inroads of thie’detcftable 2nd de-
ftructive vice, and to infpire us with an awful reve-
sence and veperation for that glurious and fearful
name, THE LorD our Gop. ln order to which the
following dirc@tions may, by the divine grage, be ftill
farther conducive. - ) i

3ft. LET us not ouly labour to obtain juft and
sworthy conceptions of the majefly and glory of the
divine Being, aod the grandeur of thofe perfeQtions
avhich fhould render him fo dear and amiable, as well

. a8 [0 majeflic and refpectable, in the efteem of all his
rational creatures—but let_us alfo pray that Gon
would, by his renewing and illuminating grace, fet
home this knowledge upon our hearts, in fuch a maa-
ner that it may prove powerfully and effeQually iaflu-
ential and operative there. Unlefs Gob is pleafed thus
10 put his fear in our bearts, and awrite bis laws with
the finger of his {pirit ox our inward parts, we fhall
never have that deep, coriftant and habitual refpect for
his authority, nor veneration for Lis name, which wilt
effe@ually preferve us from the viplation of #4is or any
otber. of his commandments.

adly. L&t us warch as well as pray agaioft this
fin. Such as have coatracted habits of profanity, will
find it next to impoffible to break them, without fet-
ting a continual watch over the doors of their lips.
As habits are contralted by repeated acts, fo they
muft be undone ard deftroyed by a perfevering vigi-
lance in reftraining thefe a@ts. And indeed it may be
obferved, for the encourzgemecf of thofe concerned,
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that there are very few vicious habits which may not
be eradicated by this means,
IF our prayers and wifhes for reformation are
Jincere, they will make us watchful againt the evil ta
be reformed; if they do not, we may certainly con- "
clude that they are not fincere. Hence fome people
continue to pray and avi/h, and yet perfevere in theic
wicked habits; beceufe their prayers and wifhes are
infincere, and therefore have no influence on their
practice, What we earneftly and fiucerely with for,
we will certainly oltais, provided it is within the
reach of our power. It needs only fincerity and re-
JSelution to break throngh the moft perverfe and ra-
dicated habits of vice, and to furmount every obftacle
which ftands in the way of our falvation. Bat while
men continue #/ind or irattentive to the evil and dur-
ger which there is in their wicked praQices—for in-
ftance, while they continue to think that profane
fwearing is a harmlefs thing,~—they will feldom pray,
&nd never fincerely either awafch ot firive againft it,
3dly. Ler us diligently fhun thofe tempers and
circumftances which prove tempratians to this vice,
Inflamed paffions are generally plead as an jrrefiftible
temptation to profane-{wearing; let us therefore la-
bour to obtain a maftery over thefe turbulent paffions
of our nature, and fhun thofe beats of temper and
Sferments of [pirit, which prove incentives to this dia-
bolical vice. Happy is the man alfo who fhuns the
allurements of bad company, and the {nares of ebriety
"and intoxication; he will be mercifully delivered
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from two of the moft powerful and prevalent temp-
tations to profanity.

4thly. Lz us take every opportunity, which pra-
dence may point wout and dicate, of reproving this
vice in our friends and acquaintances. This practice.
would anfwer two noble purpofes,

First, In fo doing we fulfil the noble law of
charity to our neighbour. * Thou fhalt in any wife
. rebuke thy néighbour, and not fuffer fin upon him (¢).”
If we do this, at the proper time, in a fpirit of love
and meeknefs, we not only bear an honourable tefti-
mony againft vice, but take the moft effetual me-
thod of reclaiming our brother, and faving a foul
from death. It is the moft important fervice we can
reader our neighbour, if taken in good part; and
if not, flill we have the happisefs of being confcious
that we have dooe our Chriftian daty. -

SeconpLy, It will make us doubly watchful that
we commit not the {ame crime ourfelves, which we
take the liberty of reproving in our neighbour.

To conclude; let us form and cultivate our focial
. connexions with fuch, whe (altho’ we may not be
fure that they fincerely fear Gob, yet) by their civi-
lity and good-breeding, obferve that decency of con-
verfation which is at the remoteft diftance from blaf-
phemy and profanity.

EvErvY man who forms pretenfions to the charac-
ter of a gentleman, a man of taffe and refined man-
mers, ought to be deterred from the pradice of pro-
fane fwearing, when he confiders that it is a vulgar

(¢) Lev. xix. 17.

Vor. I. E
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wice; that the prefent eftablithed laws of politencfs
have banifhed it out of all good company, and re-
Linquithed it -as the {ole property of porters, and the
doweft clafs among the army and navy. A true, fine
gentieman would fuffer as deep a bluth from the
efcape of an oath, as from any ether fpecies of rude-
nefs and indecency unbecoming his character. A csr-
recl, refined taffe alone would quickly cure us of this
low, vulgar and ignoble vice, and would caufe us to
fhun it as carefully, as we would the mean company
where it prevails. Nor is there any more effectual
method of ebtaining and cultivating this tafte than by
frequenting the {ociety of virtuous and polite perfors,
whofe purity of manners and decency of behaviour,
will prove a perpetual check upon every outbreaking
of rudenefs and indecency.

May Gob himfelf make this feeble attempt to
vindicate the bonour of his name conducive to his
own glory, and the good of his human creatures, and -
to his pame will be the eternal praife.  Amen.
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The deftrudtive nature and tendency of
finful pleafures, from

1 TiMm. v, 6.

But fle that Lveth in pleafure, is dead while fbe
' liveth.

ST. Paul is here tnltra&ing Timothy in the choice
of fuch widows as it was proper for the church
to chufe and maintain as deaconeffes ; (a kind of aged
matrens employed by the. primitive church, and en-
srufled with the care of entertaining ftsangers, educat-
ing poor children, and. taking. care of the necefhtons
fick; for which-purpofes they were furnifhed by the
_church’s treafury). And he-lays down five eceflary
qualifications in fuch widows as.fhould be chofen to
this office.
1ft. TuaT they thould be fuch widows as were
deflitute, and therefore themfelves proper objedts of
" gharity 3 _having no children” or grand-children of
their own, who were able to maintain t,hem. Verfes
35 4 16. :
2dly. TuaT they fhould not be wanton or Juxu-
risus, but truly pious, trofting in Gop, and engaged
in the duty of :con{lant fervent prager. Ver. 5, 6. .
E 2
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3dly. TuaT they fhould be at leaft fixty years
‘old, and confequently of a flayed, fettled temper of
mind and purpofe of life. Ver. 9.

4thly. THAT they fhould be fuch as had chaftely
confined themfelves to one husband, in the married
eftate, and were free from all fcandal, in this particu-
lar, Ver. 9. And,

sthly. THaT they fhould be fuch as were in all
refpeds blamelefs and of good charader in point of
virtue, piety, hofpitality, bumility, compaffion, ten-
"der-heartednefs, and the like. ** That they be blame-
lefs, fays the apoltle, well reported of for good works.
I} fhe have brought up children; if fhe have lodged
firangers; if fhe have wathed the faints feet; if fhs
have relieved the afflicted ; if fhe have diligently fol-
lowed every good work.”. Ver. 7, 10,

AND whilft the apoftle is thus delineating the cha-
rader of fuch matrons as ought to be chofen by the
church for deaconcffes, he occafionally points out -
fome very great blemifhes in female chara@ers, which
pot only unfitted them for the office of deacencefes;
but rendered them extremely unworthy the appella-
tian of Chriftians——fuch as wantonnefs, idlenefs, le-
vity, & habit of gadding, tattling, whifpering and
Jtrife-making ; intermeddling in matters which do
pot concern them, and fpeaking things which do not
become them. And, efpecially in our text, he fhews
that the Jove of pleafure in general, and a purfuit of
particular fenfual gratifications, is @ meft deteftable
and dangerous charadter in women, ** But, faysthe
apoftle, fhe that liveth in pleafure (as fome Chriftian
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widows and other women, to the great fcandal of their
- profeflion, do) is dead while fhe liveth,” as to alkthe .
noble and valuable purpofes of life.

Now this apoftolical affertion, altho® here parti-
cularly applied to women, the apoftle’s fubje@ imme-
diately leading him that way, is yet.equally applicable
to all mankind, and will well bear to run in thele ge-

-meral terms, and to conftitute this general dorine,
- viz,

“ A voLupTvwous life; a life devoted to the
* purfuit and indulgence of fenfual pleafures, is a
* vain and unprofitable life; nay, it is aually the

-4 death of the foul.”

In farther opening and improving this do&rine, I
fhall

1ft, By the divine affiftance, make fome obferva-

“ tions on the nature of pleafure in general, and more
efpecially of thofe pleafures, which are here mention-
ed as the death of the foul.

adly. I suaLL reprefent fome of the fatal con-
fequences of living in pleafure.

3dly, I sHaLL briefly attempt the proof and efta~
blifhment of the doérine; namely, that thofe whe
thus live in pleafures, are dead while they live.
And,

. 4thly, Maxe fome praical i 1mprovement of the
fobje@. Astothe

It. Or thefe particulars: the general meaning of
the word pleafure, is that content, delight, joy or fe-
tisfadtion which we experience in any objet or en~
joyment, But then our pleafures are almoft infinitely

. E3
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various and diverfified, according to the different ob-
je&s we enjoy, or the different powers gr faculties of
our nature which are fatisfied, pleafed or delightad
by the enjoyment of this endlefs variety of objefs.
Hence it appears that the capacity of man for pleafure
is very extenfive. Every fenfe, whether external or
.énternal, is an avenue by which pleafure may be- ad-
_mitted into the foul, and that in an endlefs variety of
fenfations, according to the countlefs variety of ob-
je&ts which, thro’ thefe fenfes, are capable of plea-
furably affc@ting it.

. Man is a compound being, conf fting of foul and’
6dy, of matter and Jpirit ; and thefe two conflituent
pasts of his nature divide his pleafures into two grand
claffes, which are commonly termed /zzfual and inted-
leitual, the pleafures of reafon, and the pleafures of

-fenfe :=—to which we may perhaps add a third clafs
of pleafures, arifing from the union of. the foul and
tody, called the pleafures of imagination,

Qur rational and intellectual pleafures are un-
doubtedly the nobleft of which we are capable, as
they arife from the exercife and improvement of the
powers and faculties of our fouls, and therefore bear
-fome refemblance to the pleafures of angels, and even
of Gop himfelf, ‘

THEsE pleafures alfo divide themfelves into two
claffes; natural and moral or religious.

1 TeErm thofe natural pleafures of the mind, or
natural intellectual pleafures, which arife merely
from the difcovery of truth, by reafoning, contempla-
tion, or philsfophical invefligation, Knowledge and

\

v
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truth are the nourithment of the mind, as food and
drink are of the body; and the mind is as much

- pleafed-and delighted by the difcoveries of knowledge
-and truth, as the body is with animal refrefhments
“and gratifications. An ignorant, erroncous foul is a .
- poor, flarved, emaciated foul, and feems to bear fome
-analogical refemblance to a meagre, confumptive, de-

cayed body——a body half-famifhed by being deprived
of the means of putrition. A mind which is not either

-wholly petrified by ignorance, or ftupified and car-
-nalized by a long courfe of fenfual pleafures, feels a
. delicious and fublime pleafure in the difcovery of
. truth and acquifition of knowledge~—in cogtemplating
- the ftupendous works of creation—in difcovering the

patures, properties and caufes of things——in the

- knowledge of arts and fciences——in hiftorical, ma-

thematical, philofophical and mechanical difcoveries

- =—in comparing abftract ideas together; and finding
+ . out their agreement or difagreement with each other

~——in drawing inferences and conclufions, and form-
ing difcourfe :—and more efpecially, in confidering
and contemplating its own pature, powers and facul-
ties, and its relations to, and conoexions with, other
beings around it—in fearching out the GREAT FirsT
cause of all things; difcovering hig attributes and
perfedtions ; the grandeur and mulviplicity of his
works ; the tenour of his laws; the method of his
fupporting, ypholding and governing the natural and
moral worlds ; the plan of his providence, and the
wonderful fcheme which his infinite wifdom and mer-
cy has laid and contrived for the redemption of fin-
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ful men by Jefus Chrift; together with the nature,
ingredicats and duration of that eternal happinefs and
glory which he has caufed us to- hope for in the com-
ing wor]d. Ina word; the difcovery of truth of eve-
fy kind is.one of the higheft and nobleft pleafares of
a human foul ;——and this is a pleafure which is al-
ways rational, manly and innocent, except in the fol-
lowing cafes—.\s
(1ft.) Wasn the fearch of intellectual pleafures,
and the real acquifition of knowledge, puff men up
with pride, and render them wain, baugbty and fuper-
silious. Such genérally were the ancient Scpbifis and
wranglers about words. And indeed the moft ¢rifling,
‘sfelefs and uncertain kinds of fcience, falfely fo cat-
Jed ; that falfe and fceptical philofophy-and metaphy-
fics, now fo much in vogue, has the moft direct ten-
dency thus to leaven the mind with pride, and bloat
and poff it up with vanity and felf-fuficency ; the
ooly effetual remedy for which is true felf-know-
Jedge, and deeper draughts of real feience from the
pure and falutary fountains of reafon and revelation.
It is of the above pernicious knowledge the apoftle .

fpeaks, when he tells us that * Knowledge puffeth up,
but charity edifieth () ;" and when he warns Chrifti-
ans *“ to avord profane and vain janglings and bab-
blings, and oppofitions of fciences, falfely fo called,
‘which- fome profeffing, have erred concerning the
faith——left they thould be fpoiled, thro’ philofophy a and
vain deceit, after the rudiments of this world (6).” Or,

(a) 1 Cor. viii. 1. (5) Eph.v.6. » Tim.i 6 vir
20, &c.
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(2dly.) WhEex the fearch of intelletual plear
fures, leads us, by a vain or finfu} curiofity to pry
cither into unlawful branches of fcience, or into hid-
‘den and infcrutable myfteries, which are wholly inas
dequate to our capacities.” Such, for inftance, is the
knowledge of thofe future events which Gop hath
thought proper, for wife and good reafons, to-conceal
from us, and many of the myfleries of our holy reli-
gion. “ Secret things belong to the Lorp (¢).”—
¥¢ We dught not to be wife above that which. is writ-
ten (d).” We ought to keep within our fphere; be
contented with fuch knowledge as is within our reaclr,
and not *“exercife ourfelves in great matters, or in
things that are too high for us (¢).” Or,

(3dly.) WHEN our eagernefs in purfuit of natu-
toral intelle@ual pleafures is intemperate, and leads
s to {pend too much of our important time in the ac-
quifition OF ufekfs, fpeculative knowledge, to the ne~
glect either of our focial relative duties, or of the
nobler pleafures of morality and religion.

 BuT ‘as to moral and religious plafures; the
pleafures arifing from faith, love, joy, hope and fpi-
yitual comfort; from the evidence of the integrity
and fincerity of our own hearts; the innocence and
ufefalnefs of our lives ;——froma well-greunded hope
of our intereft in Gop’s reconciled favour, and of
our title to his everlafling enjoyment ;—from our
exercife of the humane and Chriftian graces of cha-
rity, mercy, humility, juftice, honefty, fortitude, be-
' (c) Deut. xxiz.29. - (d) tCariv6  (¢) PL
exxxi. 5.
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pevolence, patience, mecknefs, refignation and the
like, which are properly the pleafures of religisn and
of a good confiicrice——thele are, beyond all perad-
venture, the molt delicious, noble, god-like, and divine
of all humaa pleafures, and can admit of no criminal
excefs in our purfuit after them, or indulgence of
them,—Thcfe are, indeed, the peculiar and diftin-
guithing pleafures of men and ‘Chriffians; and oup
holy religion is fo far from debarring us of them, that
itis the whole defiga of the go'pel to invite and allure
aen to them, and to urge and befeech them to delight
and folace themfelves in them.

THE uniform voice of religion is; ¢ Come, taﬁc
and fee how good the Lorb is, and how gracious are
his ways. Acquaiot thyfelf now with the Adwighty, -
and be at peace with him, and verily good thall come
unto thee: delight thyfelf in him, and he will give
thee the defires of thine keart. Great peace have alf
they that keep bis laws, and notbing fhall offend
them: for all his ways are pleafantnefs, and his paths
peace. Come, prove the divine pleafures of religion, -
the joys of a good, quiet and unreproaching con-
fcience, that thou mayelt loath and defpife all others
in comparifon. Come eat thou honey becaufe it is
good, and the hovey-comb which is fweet unto the
tafte: fo fhall the knowledge of wifdom be unto thy
foul. ‘Wherefore {pendeft thou thy money for that
which is not bread, and thy labour for that which
doth not profit; hearken diligently to me, and eat
that which is good, and let thy foul delight.itfelf in
fatnefls: incline thine ear, and come unto me, heary
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#nd thy foul thall live : for the work of righteoufnefs,
. fhall be peace ; and the cffe& of righteoufnefs, quiet-
ancfs and affurance for ever (£).”

ON the other hand, 4sdily or fenfual pleafures
have their feat in our Jodies, and arife from the gra-
tification of our corporeal fenfes and appetites. And
* altho’ 1hefe are inconteflibly the mearef?, vileff and
dowef of all our pleafures;—fuch as we have in
fommon with the drutes, and often not in the fame
degree of perfeftion with them: yet as we live in
bodies, and in a material world where we are fur-
rourded with fenfual obje@s and enjoyments, thefe
pleafures are not always unlanvful or forbidden, but
inay and ought to be purfued, enjoyed and indulged
in their place, and under certain reltriions and limi-
tations, of which n:gtt reafon and religion are the
proper judges. We muft eat and drink for the fup-
port of our bodies and prcférvation of our lives, and -
it would be extravagantly abfurd to imagine that it
were finful in us to'rafle, relifh and indulge thofe fen-
fual pleafures -which arife from eating and drinking.
Indeed we have 7o natural appetite which Gop hath
not provided for in the things which are around us:
and as Gop hath both implanted thefe appetites in
our natures, and given us abundantly the means of
gratifying them, there is no doubt at all but that he
tutends' we fhould gratify them in a Jawfu/ and regus
lar manner, and tafte and enjoy all that pleafure
which this gratification can afford us. We may un-

(f) Prov.iii. 17; xxiv. 13, 14, If. v, 2, 3. 1 Tim. iv.
&~ If, xxxii. 17. Plalms paffim.

.-
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doubtedly u/e this world which Gop hath given unte
us the-children of men; yea, we may and ought ta
take pleafure in its ufe and enjoyment——Dbut neverthe-
lefs ftill with that.important apoftolic cantion——** So
as not 10 abufe it ; becaufe the fathion thereof paffeth
away, and we with it { g).”—1It cannot therefore be
even all fenfual pleafures which the apoftle here con-
demns as the death of the foul.

THAT I may therefore mark out thofe guilty and
polluting pleafures which are here branded with eter-
oal infamy by the mfpu‘ed apoftle, take them as fol-
lows.

In general then, all thofe fenfual pleafures which
confcience, right reafon and religion condemn, are cer-
tainly deftrudive to the foul. But that 1 may be 2
little more explicit and particular,

1ft. TwaT pleafure which obfcures, bedlms, or,
extinguifhes a man’s underftanding ; puts him below
the level of the brute creation; renders him unfit for.
aoy proper exercifes of reafon ar religion, and makes
him capable of, and inclinable to, almoft all manner
of folly and wickednefs, and incapable of defending
himfelf again{t any danger or temptation, is certainly
a guilty, criminal pleafure—And fuch is the pleafure
of drunkennefs. :

adly. Tuat pleafure which wou]d prompt us
caufelefsly to take away our neighbour’s good name,
or hurt 4is or ber credit and reputation in the world; .
~=—or injure his eftate——or maim his perfon—or take

- (g) 1 Cor. vii. 31, .
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‘away his life, is certainly a guilty and criminal plea~
fore: and yet fuch fs the pleafure which wicked per-
fons take in envy, malice, revenge, calumny, detracs
Yion, avarice, robbery, murder, and fuch like crimes,
Thefe, 1 confefs, do by no means clafs with fen/ual
- pleafures, and it may feem abfurd to term them plea-

Jures, in any fenfe of the word, Yet it cannot be de-
nied that they are propenfities and appetites of out
corrupt nature, the gratification of which affords a
kind of diabolical pleafure: hence that hacknied
phrafe ; “ Revenge is {weet !”

3dly. Tuat pleafure which would rob a poot
innocent girl of her honour and reputation; load her
with fhame ; entail infamy and difgrace upon hee
pofterity ; fill the hearts of her parents and friends
with forrow and grief; deftroy all her profpe@s of
reputable or advantageous connexions in life—and
perbaps either reduce her to want and wretchednefs,
or to a fhameful and abandoned courfe of life, is cer
tainly a guilty and criminal pleafure : but fuch is the
pleafure of fornication and unbridled lufi!

4thly. TraT pleafure which would rob an honelt
and inoffenfive man, perhaps our friend, of his wife’s
heart, love, duty and affections ;~=~which would de-
ftroy his peace; defraud him of his fubftance, by im-
pofing a fpurious breed upon him for his care and main-
tenance ;—which would induce a woman to break the
vows of her marriage, the covenant of her Gop ; to
forfake the way of life, of honour, and of peace;
to bring guilt and perjury upon her foul; fhame and
contempt upon her perfon; ruin, difgrace and de-

Voi. I. F
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Qirudion into her family, is certainly a vile and cri-
minal pleafure :—And yet fuch is the pleafure of
aa’u/tﬁy/
sthly. TuaT pleafure which waftes a man’s fub-
ftance; leaves him no leifure for the duties of reli-
gion, or the cares of his family ; renders him ufclefs,
unprofitable, and even burdenfome, toth to himfelf
and fociety ; reduces his children to hunger, naked-
pefs and beggary ; inflames his paffons; deftroys his
credit ; infeebles his conflitution ; impairs his health ;
brings difeafe upon his body and gilt upon his foul,
is beyond all peradventure, a guilty and criminal
 pleafure :—=But fuch are the pleafures ‘which arife
from floth, intemperance, idlencfs, gaming, luxury,
rioting, and a foft, effeminate, prodigal, voluptuous
courfe of life !
In a woid, all thofe pleafures which reafon fore
bids, which gonfcience difapproves, and which the
gopel marks with the charadters of infamy and per-
dmon-—ct:hofe fenfual plealures which engage the up-
permoﬁ room in our hearts, which deprive us of the
diyine pleafures of religion, and take us off from our
duty to Gop, to our ncighbours and to ourfelves—
thofe brutifh, fhort-liv’d, momentary pleafures, which
jnvolve the foul in guilt; exclude it from the king-
dom of heaven, and bring upon it etgrnal pains and fufs
ferings~—are fuch, on which the apoftle here jullly
gharges the death of the ﬁml.
Or thefe St, Peter fpeaks under the name of fe/bly
Jufis avbich war againfl the feul, apd admonithes
Ghriftians ro abftain from them, as it becomes fras-
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gers and pilgrims in this world (5). Sich alfo are
thofe works of unrighteoufnefi, and thofe avorks of'
the flz/b, which, St. Paul exprefsly declares, exclude
from the kingdom of heaven.  Know ye not that -
the unrighteous fhall not isherit the kingdom of
Gop! Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abufcrs
of themfelves with mankind, nor thicves, nor covet-
‘eut, nor drunkards, mor revilers, nor extortioners,
thall inherit the kingdom of Gop : for the works of
the fleth ate thefe, adultery, fornication, uncleannefs,
Iafcivioufnefs, idetatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance,
wrath, ftrife, feditions, herefies, envyings, murders,
drunkenoefs, revellings, and fuch Jike ; of the which
1 tell you beforchand, as ¥ have alfo told you in time
paft, that they which do fuch things (hall not inherit
the kingdom of Gob (#).” From fuch pleafures alft
would he reftrain us by that admonition to the Ro-
mans (k), *° Let us walk honeftly as in the day, not
fo rioting and drunkennefs, not in chambering and
wantonnefs, not in ftrife and envying.”—And that
other to the Ephefians : *“ But fornication and all
uncleannefs, or covetoufnefs, let it not be once named
amongft you, as- becomes faints; neither filthinefs,
nor foolifh talking, nor jefling, which are not conve -
nient. For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor
unclean perfon, nor covetous man, who is an idolater,
hath any inheritance in the kingdom of CurisT, or
of Gop. Let no man deceive you with vain words :

(k) 1 Pet. ii. 11, (i) 1 Cor, vi. 10, 11. Gal.v.1g,&c.
(¥) Rom, xiii. 13.

/ F 2
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for becaufe of thefe things cometh the wrath of Gop:
on the children of difobedience (/).”

Now, to live in thefe pleafures is, as the apoftle
terms it, to Jive afler the flefl; to mind the things
of the fle/h; to be carnally minded, which is death ;
and to love the world, and the things which are in,
and ¢f; the world, namely, the luft of the fleth, the
luft of the eye, and the pride of life (m).”

So much therefore for the fir/? thipg propofed,
ramely, *“ The nature of pleafure in general, and
efpecially of thofe pleafures, which are here mention-
€d as the deat of the Joul.”” Proceed we now

1idly. To confider fome of the fatal confequences
of living in thofe pleafures.

TH1s, my brethren, is always, at all times, and
in all places, a feafonable fubject; aud perhaps never
needed more to be infifted on than in the prefent age,
which may be juftly charaderized * An age of diffi-
pation, luxury and fenfual indulgences.” Of the mul-
titudes who are travelling in the broad way of vice,
which leadeth to, and endeth in, deftrudtion; by far
the greater numbers are ftraying thither in the foft
and flowery paths ef pleafure: and never, perhaps,
were there more votaries of finful pleafures, or more
martyrs to them, than in the prefent age. The pre-
fent prevailing tafle for mean, low, fenfual pleafures,
is, not only degrading our nature, and finking us be-
low the chara&er of men and Chriftians, but is ruin-
ing the interefls of fociety, and deftroying multitudes

() Eph, v, 3,~12. () Rom. viii. 1 Jobn z.
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of precious fouls : and perhaps the hiftory of the pre-
fent times will be handed down to wondering and in-
dignant pofterity, infamoufly ditinguifhed by the ve-
nality and corruption of its generation, the difolute-
- mefs of its manners, and a prevailing tafte for Jow,
Jenfual gratifications. The young and rifing genera-
tion are, alas! too, too generally beguiled and drawn
away by the fren fongs of unmanly pleafures, and
ingulphed in the deltradtive whirlpool of polluting
‘lufts :=—and many whofe years, ftations, and con-
nexions in life fhould infure a better condu&®, are
guilty of fuch levities and excefles, as difgrace their
characters, and render their examples peculiarly hurt-
ful,  And as this is the cafe in almoft all places, we
can pever fufficiently arm ourfclves or our fellow-
ereatures againft fuch a monfler as fenfual pleafure,
which is daily making fuch havoc and carnage a-
mongft the fons of mea. I proceed therefore briefly
t0 point out a few of its prefent fatal confequences.
And ' , '
1ft, I tends to the ruin of fatcs, kingdoms and
“common-wealths. ‘ :

‘WE have many fatal and inffruftive inflances of
this on. record, both in facred and profune hiftory.
“The iohabitants of the ancient world fell a dreadful
“facrifice to their fenfual pleafures. A mad career in
a diffolute courfe of life, joined with that infidelity
which general@ accompanies it, rendered them inat-
tentive to, and regardlefs of, the warnings of Noas,
and brought them under the exterminating ftroke of
Gop's juft vengeance. They were totally immers'd

F3
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in animal pleafures; eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, until the day of Noah's em-
barking, with his family, in the ark, when Gap
brought the flood upen the world of the ungodly, and )
{wept them away in their fins (»),

Sucu alfo were the crimes of Sodow and Gomor-
rah: ¢ ‘Wantonnefs, idlenefs, and abundance of
bread were in them,” They wallowed in the moft
brutifh lufts and abominations; and therefore Goo
turned thefe wicked citics into afhes, thus punithing
them with a remarkable overthrow, and making them.
an example to all who, in after ages, thould live in the:
like ungodlinefs (o).

SucH were alfo probably the moft prevailing fins
of the Canaanites, which filled up the meafure of

. their iniquities, and finally brought the heavy judg-
ments of Gob upon them,

THe chara&ter of anclent Babylon, and the nature
of her deltrudion, is a moft {triking proof, and fhould
be a perpetual warning tg all {tates and kingdoms, of

the danger and deftru@ive tendency of fenfual grati-
fications, The prophet Jfziah gives us the character -
of Babylon in ftrong and glaring colours: *“ She was
fender and delicate, given to pleafures, and dwelt

~ carelefily (p).” Her effeminate king Belfpazzar,
and her Juxurious gobles, were drowned in wine, and
fpending the night in revellings and amorous banquet-
tings and dalliances with their concubines, and the

() Gen. vii. 1, &c. compared with Mat. xxiv. 38. and
2 Pet. ii. 5. (0) Gen. xix. 24. 2 Pet. ii, 6—13.
(2) I xlvii, 1, 8,
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- whole city engaged in debauch, when Cyrus came up-
on them, and totally defeated and deftroyed them,
¢¢ Evil came upon them, as the prophet had foretold,
and they knew not from whence it came; and mif-
chief fell upon thent, and they were not able to put it
off ; and defolation came upon them fuddenly and
whexpededly, which they kaew not (g).”

Nsver, perhaps, would 4/exander have obtained
the name of Great, or extended his conquefts fo far
in thé eaff, had be not had to do with the Juxurions
Perfians, and with the Indians, a daftardly effemi-
nate people, who were wholly devoted to fenfual in-
dulgences. : B

-AND itis well known to all the world, that the
declenfion of the Roman empire, after the reign of
Auguftus Cacfar, and the total ruin and deftruction
of that once virtaous, frugsl, powerful and flourifb-
ing empire, was chiefly owing to Juxury, arifing from
its immenfe opulence ;——to an expenfive refinement
in the gratification of the fenfes and appetites, and a
mad purfuit of fenfual pleafures ;——which, prevailing
to an' uncommon degree among all ranks of meo, the
wobles,. the foldiers, and the citizens, at length fo in-
flam’d their paflions and appetites, that they loft all
feafe of honour, virtue, é'ourage and public fpirit ;
became wholly mercenary and venal, and fo funk un-
der the weight of their own corruptions *,

(¢) . xlvii 1.
* We need only look into the Roman hiftorians and fa-
tyrifts to be convinced that lugury, and an unbounded in-
dulgence in fenfual pleafures, were the deftruGion of the
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adly. As the immoderate love and purfuit of fen-
fual pleafures tend to the deftruction of focieties of
men, fo alfo of particular perfons—and this in point

Roman empire ; as indeed they muft ever produce the fame
effeéts in every ftate and kingdom where they prevail toa
- certain degree.

¢¢ Suis et ipfa Roma viribus ruit

Quam neque finitimi valuerunt perdere marfi,
Minacis aut Etrufca Porfenae manus,

Emula nec virtus Capuae, - nec Spartacus acer,
Novifque rebus infidelis Allobrax,

Nec fera coerulea domuit Germania pube,

" Parentibufque abominatus Hannibal ¢

Impla perdemus devoti Juxuriae actas, *

Ferifque rurfas.occupabitur folum,

«———inde adfpice late
Florentes quondam luxus quas verterit urbes.
Quippe nec ira Delim tantum, nec tela, nec hoftes,
Quantum fola noces animis illapfa voluptas.
Ebrietas tibi fida comes, tibi fida luxus, et atris
Circa te femper volitans infamia pennis.
. Sir1vs,
Proloquar, atque utinam patriae fim verus aurufpex,
" Frangitur ipfa fuis Roma fuperba bonis.
ProrerT.

nam cetera regna.

Luxuries vitiis odiifque fuperbia vertit.

Sic male fublimes fregit Spartanus Athenas,

Atque idem Thebis cecidit ; fic Medus ademit

Affyrio, Medoque tulit moderamina Perfes.

Subjecit Perfen Macedo, ceflurus et ipfe

Romanis. Hacc avguriis firmata fibyllae.
V - Cravup.
Sevior armis, incubat luxuria.
Hok,

-
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of reputation—wordly interefl—bodily health——
and the noble powers and faculties of the mind.

(1ft.) In point of reputation. Charaer and re-
putation which are, and ought to be, fo-dear and pre-
cious to every wife and good perfon, and without
which, perfons of true delicacy and fine feelings
would deem prefent life itfelf a burden and a curfe,
fuffer by nothing more than a life fpent in the purfuit
and gratification of fenfual pleafures.—

THERE goes a fot! a drunkard! a glutton! &
rake! a fpendthrift! a prodigal! a proftitute! a
woman of infamous eharadter! a man who fpends
his fubftance in riotous living, and with harlots!
What offenfive, putrid, flinking words ! what ternfs
of reproach in the ear of reafon! what a meun, low,
defpicable opinion do we form of fuch perfons, as
foon as we hear them mentioned! How would we
dread to deferve one of thefe chara&ers, or to be cal-
led by one of thefe names? What pain and uneafi-
nefs would it give us to think that we had a father
or a mother, a wife or a busband, a fiffer or a bro-
ther, a fon, a daughter, or a friend, who deferved
to be put into this black and difgraceful lit ? How
does reu/on and the common fenfe of mankind rife up
with indignation agaioft perfons of fuch odious and
deformed characters? We cannot. help inwardly
defpifing them, and looking upon them as a difgrace
to the rational nature, and funk to the level of the
brutes!

(2dly.) In point of worldly credit and interefl,
pothing is more pernicious to mankind, than a life de-
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voted to fenfual pleafure. What man in his fenfct
would chufe 2 woman who lived in pleafure; a crea-
ture of the flews; a female of infamous chara&er for
his wife? Or what woman of reafon would chufe a
man of like chara&er for her husband ?=—Who that
confulted his own intereft; would entruft the care of °
his eftate, or the management of his affairs, to a /34,
a_fpendthrift, a prodigal, a perfon addicted to foth,

Zaming, or wanton and Jafeivious praices.
BesipEs; as perfons of fuch chara@er have no
‘credit or intereft with others;——as all the world de-
fpife and fhun them ; think them unworthy of any
traft or confidence, and are averfe to having any deal-
inps or clofe connexions with them :~=fo an ample
intereft or property of their own, can ftand them in
Tinthe ftead. A life devoted to carnal lufts and fenfual
 pleafures, muft foon wafte the cleareft cftate, and re<
‘duce them to a flate of wretchednefs infmitely more
intolerable and. diftrefling than original poverty ;—
with raging appetites, inflanred paffions, tyrannizing
lults, all bereaved of their former gratifications, and
tearing the foul to pieces with fruitlefs and vexatious
defires——=miferies which the born beggar never can
experience! Hear what the wifdom of Solomon, un-
der the unerring guidance of infpiration, pronounces
in this cafe: “ The drunkard and glutton fhall come
come to poverty. ““ They who follow after vain per-
fons fhall have poverty enough, * He that loveth
pleafure, fhall be a poor man; and he that loveth
wine and oil, fhall not be rich. * By means of a
whorifh woman, 2 man is brought to & morfel of
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bread; and a companion of fools fhell be deftroy-
ed (r).” We have a fhiking exariple of this in the
young prodigal in the gofpel, who quickly fpent his
-fubflance in riotous living, and with harlozs {(s); and
it were happy if modern times did not furnifh us num-
berlefs proofs of the truth of this doérine.

(3dly.) I~ point of lealth, it is beyond all doubt,
that nothing is more pernicious and deftructive 1g
mankind, than a life devoted to fenfual pleafure.

It ought to be a powerful argument in favour of
virtue and temperance, that they conduce above all
things to long life and gaod-bealth; to that mens fana
in corpore fano, that vigour of body and peace and
tranguillity of mind, which make the two grand con-
ftituents of all our earthly felicity. Our bodies are
formed but for risderste and temperate enjoyments
and pleafures, and nothing contributes more power-
fully to the deftruction of our health, than an excefs
in the ufe of fenfual gratifications. . The very necefla-

* ry means of our pourithment and pleafure, when ufcd
te excefs, become mortal poifons. Sloth and idlenefs,
gluttony and drunkennefs, late hours, fleeplefs nights,
luft, debauchery and excefs of riot, .are all of them fo
many poifons to the human conflitution, which bring
on aweakneffes, mostal difeafes and untimely deaths,
Hence colds, furfzits, indigeflions, pleurifies, con=
JSumptions, dropfies, rbeamatifins, apoplexies, and a
‘train of .other painful and mortal diforders.——Hence
fo many poor unhappy rakes and debauchees, not liv-

(r) Prov. vi. 26, xxi. 17. xxiil. 22, xxviii. 19,

(s) Lukexv.
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ing out half their days; falling untimely and unpitied
martyrs to their follies; pining, languifhing and rot-
fing away under the fad effeds of their diffolate Jiv-
ing.—Hence fo many poor widows, and helplefs,
fatherlefs, difeafed children,- living in want and
wretchednefs, thro® the extravagance and fenfuality
of their parents. ‘Such are fome'of the common and
obvious fruits of living in fenfual pleafure,

"(4thly.) NotHixc is more pernicious to the
moble powers and faculties of the foul, than a life of
fenfual pledfure.

" Tue prophet Hof?a has pot only the infallible
teltimony of in/piration, but alfo the concurring tefti-
mony of obfervation and univerfal experience, on his
fide, when he affirms *¢ That whoredom and awine,
and new awine, take away the heart of man (1).”
‘When men and women once give themfelves over to
a life of finful pleafures and fenfual gratifications,
they not only lofe alf principles of virtue and all-
Jenfe of fhame and honour—they are not only aban-
doned by all the finrer and more delivate moral feel-
ings of the foul,—but they actually lofe the right ufe
of their reafon and waderffanding. - They appear to
be actaally under the magical power of a kind of in-
. chantment, infatuation and delufion. The unbounded
indulgence of fenfual pleafures, dims the eye of rea-
fon, and brings a kind of fuper, }araljﬁ; or lethargy
upon all the mental faculties; fo that men, while
they continue in this magic circle, are infenfible to

(¢) Hof. iv. z1.
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all things, but their pleafures——are paft all fecling,
4s the apoftle ftrongly exprefles it; having their az-
derflandings durkened, and their bearts blimded, and
give themfelves over to lafcivioufnefs, to avork o/l
manner of uncleannefs awith greedinefs (z). As St
Peter emphatically words it, * They grow prefump-
tuous, felf-willed, not athamed to fpeak evil; and,
as natural brute beafts, they count it pleafare to riot
#n the day time, having their eyes fu!l of adultery, and
that cannot ceafe from fin, and are in danger of utter-
* ly perifhing in their own corruption (w).”—=They
become fo befotted and bewitched By their Jufts, that
they lofe all fenfe of fbame and decency, and become
&lind both to their difeafe and remedy. They forget
what they ave, awbhere they -are, and for awhat pur-
pofes they have been fent into this world; the true
- dignity of their natures, and the proper deftination of
their lives, And their cafe is the more defperate and
hopelefs, in that they have, as it were, loft the ufe of
their underftanding, and the fenfibility of their con-
fcience, {o that they have no principle left whereon
“reproof er admonition may take hold. As the prophet
eblerves, full to our prefent purpofe; * They feed
o0 athes; a deceived heart hath turted them afide,
that they cannot deliver their fouls, nor fay, is there
mot a lie in my right hand (x) ?” So that of all fin-
ners, the fenfual finner, the fot, the debauchee, the
adulterer, is the moft unlikely to be reclaimed or re-
formed. I now proceed ‘
(4) Eph.iv. 18, 19. (w) = Pet. ik 10—14.
() If. xliv, 20. ' '
Vor. L. G
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Itldly. To-prove and eftablith the truth of-ttie
do&rine; namely, that thofe who thus live in plea~
fures, are dead while they live, )

" Twis feems a contradition, or a folecifm in
srms—=** living in pleafure, and yet dead while Jiv-
ing! How can thefe things be }—1I anfwer; man is
capable of a two-fold life—an anima/, and a rationat
or religious life. Our animal life refembles that of the
brutes: it performs the fame functions, is fupported:
by the fame means, and enjoys the fame pleafures.
Our animal life confills in breathing and moving ; eat~
ing, drinking and fleeping ; propagating our kind, and
enjoying the pleafures of our various bodily fenfes
and appetites. 1In thefe refpe@ls wé have no.pre-emi-
nence aboye the beafts that perith; fo that, in this
view of human pature, the wife man might well af-
firm, * That that which befalleth the fons of men,
befalleth bealls ; even one thing befalleth them both :.
as the ong dieth, fo dieth the other; yea they have-
all ope breath :——fo that a man (with regard to the
Sfunctions, enfoyments and events of his animal life):
hath no pre-eminence above a beaft ( y)."—Nay, I
think I have farther proved, that, in point of animal’
pleafures and enjoyments, the beal hath generally the
pre-eminence.—But our rational, fpiritual.and reli-
gioue life is quite another and a different thing. It
performs quite different fundions, is- fupported by.
quite different means, and enjoys quite different plea- .
fres. It confills in living and atting according to the

(y) Ecsl. iii, rg,
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rules of right reafon and the diftates of religion ; in

* worfhipping and ferving Gop and keeping his com-

mandments; in mortiffing our unruly lufts; govern-
ing our unbridled paffions; forming our hearts and
{quaring our lives by the precepts of the gofpel; and
preparing ourfelves for death, judgment, and a happy
immortality. This /ife, in its higheft and pureft ftate,
is generated and produced in our fouls by the Spirit of
Gon, creating in us a new heart, and renewing a right
frame of fpirit within us :~—for *‘ that wiich is born

~ of the flefh is, and only can be, fe/b ;" mere animal

and corrupt nature ; as nothing can poffibly tranfcend
its generating caufe in dignity or excellence.~—That
life therefore which is fpiritual, muft be born of the
Spirit; muft have a fpiritual and divine caufe to pro-
duce it (£).”. This life is fupported and nourithed,
'not by meat and drink and fleep, as the animal life is,
bat by refleion, confideration, meditation, {elf-denial

. and felf-government ; by reading, hearing and me-

ditating on Gop’s word ; receiving the facraments;
increafing in knowledge and virtue; correQing our
faults and reforming our lives.—The pleafures and
enjoyments of this life, fo far as they are merely rq-
tional, have been confidered already ;—fo far as they
are moral, fpiritual and divine, they confit in an un-
reproaching heart; the teftimony of a good con-
fience; joy in the Holy Ghoft ; a comfortable affu-
rance of Goo’s love and friendthip, and a lively and
well-grounded hope of immortal happinefs in the di-

(2) Jobn iii. 6.
G 2
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.vine ‘prefence and eojoyment. Swuch is the rationd

and ppiritual life.

Henxce it plainly appears from the different nature
of thefe two lives, that we may five as animals, live
in fenfual pleafures, whillt we are dead as to all the
Jeelings, principles and pleafures of a rational, fpi-
ritual, and religious life~~But the apoftle goes ftill
farther, and affirms more: he affirms, that to live
animally and fenfually, is a&tually to be dead in a
fpiritual and religicus fenfe: he infinuates that thefe
two lives are fa incompatible with each otker, that the
growth and inereafe of the ene, naturally tends to the
diminution and dkflruction of the other; or, to ex-
prefs it in feripture language, * that the flefh warreth
againft the fpirit, and the fpirit againft the fleth,” a3
two contrary difcordant principles, mutoally tending
10 each other’s deftruion : he affirms that a life -of
fenfual pleafure, is actually the fpirituul death of the

" foul; infomuch that alt they who thus live in finfol

fenfual pleafures; whofe courfe of life and habitual
practice runs in this channel; are, in.fact, fpiritually
and religionly dead,: whilt they #bus live after the
2.

. Anp need Ltake the pains, my brethren; to prove
this truth from the word of Gop-? Does not the
apoltle tell us, in fo many pliia words, * That to be
carnally minded, is death ; ‘that if we live after the
flefb, we fhall die; and that thefe who thus live in

_ the fie/b, in a courfe of fenfual gratificavions, cannot

#leafe Gop (a).”~—~What fays Chrift, ovr Lord, to
' (s) Romgviii, 6—13..
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the fenfual ¢hurch of Sardis? I know thy works,
that thou haft 2 name to live, and art dead ;”—alive
in feofusl pleafures, but dead unto Gop (4). What
fays the father of the prodigal ?—=*¢ This my fon,
fays he, was dead, and is alive again; he was /yf?,
and is found;” i.e. he was morally and fpiritvally
dead while in 2 courfe of fenfual pleafure, while fpend-
ing his fubftance in rioting and with harlots, at a di-
ftance from his father’s houfe; but is alive again by
a true repentance, and a return to his father’s family
and obedience (). And need I fhew you, from the
New Teftament, that & life of fenfual pleafure will
affuredly end in the eternal death and defiraction of
the foul ? I refer you to the feriptures quoted at Jarge
under the firft head of difcourfe, for the proof of this
awfil and alarming, but alas! teo little confidered,
truth ; and conclude by obferving, that if there is any
truth at all in the mof? exprefs and repeated declara-
tion of the gofpel, the votaries of fenfual pleafure,
éannot entertain the moft glimmering hope of hav-
ing any inheritance in the kingdom of Gop or of
Curist (d).~—To be more particwlar.

1ft. THo sk who live in finful pleafures, are dead
to all the noble and worthy purpofes of the prefent
life. They are dead to virtae and losour and ufe-
Julnefs in the world, They are dead to their virtuous
fitends-and relations, who had rather fee them ac7uaily
and phyfically dead, than to live in fn and fhase, in

(5) Rev.iii. 1. (c) Lukexv.  (d) 1 Pet.ii. 12,
1 Cor. vi. 10, 11. Gal. v. 19. Eph,~. 3—~12, Col.iii. s,
6. Rev. xxi. 8. xxii; x5,

G3
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l/j@-ﬂe and awretchedne[s.—They are dead, and per~
baps aworfe than dead, to.their families, confuming
their fubltance, and bringing fhame, forrow, mifery
and difgrace upon them. la this refped, thofe who
live in pleafure, are dead while they live,
2dly. THey are dead toall the noble and exalted
joys and comforts of virtue and religion. Senfual per-
fons have wo taffe ar reli/h fot the pleafures of. the
wind, or for the comforts of religion. Their fouls are
too dirty, too little, 100 narrow and contracled to
Let in thofe pure, refined and fublime pleafures. Give
them but the pleafures and enjoyments of the beaft,
and they are fatisfied : they have no higher aim or.
ambition: they know oot what are the pleafures of
a pure beart, a good comfCience, an innecenty ufeful.
life, a fenfe of Gon’s favour, the bope of heaven, or.
the joy of the Holy Ghofl : they know not thefe plea-
fures ; nor can they know them; and, what is worll,
- they defire not to know them.
3dly. Tuost who thus live in fenfual pleafures
are dead to the rational hopes and expe@ations of.
heaven, They may have prefumption, but they can
bave no Aopes;—they may. have fecurity, but they
can have no #rue peace. ‘They can have nothing but.
Qloomy doubts, painful uncertaintics, and, in the end,.
black defpair. For be who bath this, heavenly hope.
in himfelf, muft paurify himfelf, as Goo is pure (¢).
4thly. THE¥ are dead in the fight of Gob..
"Their fouls are loathfome to him asa dead and pu-
- trid carcafs. In the day that 4dum eat the forbidden.

() xJobn iii. 3.
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feuie, he' died this fpiritual death, That fphritaal
mexus which united his innocent foul to his Creator,

who was the fountain of his fpiritwal and divinelife, . .

was diflolved by guilt, and he became a dead foulin -
the fight of Gop ;—=like his coerupt guilty pofterity,
dead in trefpaffes and fins (f)e A fenfual;, carnat
life, if | may fo fpeak, fkinks i the-noftrils of Gopyg
is the abominable thing which his foul hates, and
which his pure and holy eyes cannot behold but with
abhorrence and deteftation. ‘¢ Ye adulterers and
adultereffes, know ye not that the friendthip of the
world, is-eomity with'Gen, &c. ( g).”
sthly, AND to conclude: thofe wholive in-fiaful
pleafures, are dead in the eye of Gop's haw, being
under the fentence of etérnal death. As a malefactor,
wpon whom the fentence of death is paffed, is attually
dead in the eye of the law, even before execution ; fo
fenfual finners are dead men in the eye of Gen's law
fentence of condemnation ftanding in full force againft
them. “If ye live after the fleth, fays the apoftle, ye
Sball-die, All impenitent finners fbal/f have their pare
in the lake which burneth with fire and brimftone,
which is the fecoad death (4).”
" Wz now proceed ta fome pu&ml improvement
of the fubje@®.~—And
1ft. PLeasuae, ar (which is-but perhaps another
word for the fame idea) bappinefs. is the grand and
uvaiver(al purfuit of mankind, and it is doubtlefs a
Joyful and commendable purfuit. The love of plea-
(f) Eph.ii. 1, (g) James-iv. 4 (¥) Rom, viil: 13.
Rev. 3xi.8, ' . ..
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fure or happinefs, feems to be a law imprefled on all
fenfitive, animal and rational nature, by the Author
of nature, and therefore cannot be wrong in itfelf,
The brate creation are unerringly pufhed on by i<
JStinét, which is al{fo a law 6f Gob,: to feek their own
good god bappinefs and fatisfaction in all cafes with-
out exception.——To this inftic& in man, reafon is
aiding; confentingubd approving. Reafon itfeif allows
Jelf-love to be a lawful principle, and approves of that
inltin& which urges mankind to feek their own
good.

As inflinét is fuppofed to be the osly principle in
the brutes, ‘to direct them in the purfuit and enjoy-
ment of the chief good of their natures, we find that
it generally condudts them avifely and fecurely to thay
end. They feldom miftake thofe obje&s which are
calculated -to give them true pleafure and happinefs,
and feldom purfue their pleafures to an immoderate,
hurtful or deftrudlive degree. They feem well to
know the capacity of their nature for happinels ; the
objects which will afford this happinefs, and that de-
gree of enjoyment in which happinefs confits, and
beyond which it muft degenerate into faticty, pain
and mifery, But.as man is endued with a fuperior
principle to dire& him in the purfuit of happinefs,
even reafon, fo his inftin@s are lefs petfect than thofe
of the brute creation; as are probably alfo his bodily
fenfes and appetites, and his fenfations of pleafure
from animal gratifications.——T his is indeed, fo far as.
we know, the only fphere and udtimatum of the brute
creation, , Their fopreme happinefs, their fammum -
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$onam, lies in animal gratifications and fenfual plea-
fres, Their nature feems capable of no higher fpe-
eies of happinefs: and therefore a gracious Gob,.
who intends the happinefs of all his ¢reatures, has
given them, in general, keener appetites, more per-
fe@t bodily fenfes, a higher guft of pleafure in fenfual
enjoyments, and ioftin@s which direét them more cer-
tainly and unerringly to that fenfual pleafure which is
the chiz/ good of their-nature, than to man. Altho”
they are fuppofed to- have no reafon, yet they know

‘the line which feparates pleafure from pain, fo well,

that they feldom exceed it by furfeits, débauches or
exceffes of any kind.  Whereas man, when he aban-
dons reafon, which is his bigheft inflinc?, if I may 6

. eallit; the wynuormor, or governing principle-of his .

pature; when he fuffers the brate to-run away with
she man, and purfues animal gratifications, as the
chief good of his ‘nature, is perpetually blundering in
his purfuit of heppinefs; perpetually miftaking: the
proper obje&s of it, and exceeding in the meafures of
his enjoyments ; turning pleafure into pain, and the
miftaken means of Auppinc/i into mifery and deflruc-
‘#ion. Aiming at the pleafures of a brate, he lofes
thofe of a man ; and while he- purfues and grafps at
a fhadow which is ever eluding kis embraces, he ac-
tually lofes: the fidflance, and incurs the juft forfeit-

. ure of Gop's approbation, for preferring death to.

life, and hifery to bappinefs.

THug truth is; man can never tafte or enjoy tte
higher and nobler pleafures of his natnre; the intels
le@ual and moral pleafures; thepleafures of reafoa.
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and religion, while, miftaking his true happinefs, the
Jummum bonum of his nawre, he purfues a mean,
_fenfual, brutal happinefs, in the gratification of the
pallions and appetites of his azimal nature. 1la thefe
purfuits, he mult ever fall fhort of the brutein real
happinefs; while at the fame time the little reafon
which is left him, can only render him the more ems+
phatically mifeyable and wretched, by reproaching
him with having abandoned the true happinefs of bis
nature, and thereby incurred the juft difpleafure of
his Creator, in committing the fwo great evils, ** of
forfaking the fountain of living water, and hewing
out unto himfelf broken cilterns, which can hold no
water (#).”

BuT would men aét like ratisnal creatures ; would
they attend ever fo little to the diQates-of that reafon
by which they are diftinguithed from, end exalted
above, the brutes, and which Gop hath given them
as the ruling principle of their adlions and purfuits
(for I do not here fpeak of confeience, or the moral
Jenfe, which is ftill a higher principle of a&ion) they
could never poffibly miftake in their purfuits of trae
phd'w'c and regl happinefs ;——they would quickly
perceive that intelle@ual and moral pleafures, are.the
higheft and nobleft pleafures .of . their patoge s that in
thefe they can never exceed ; of thefe they can never
repent=—that animal pleafures, however lawful and
innocent, are meax in their nature, and burtful in
their,excefs——and that thofe guilty and crimigal plea-
fum, anhich confcience difapproves and. rchglon con=

(i) -Jer. ik 125 134

.
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demns, are hateful in their nature, and ruinons in
their confequences; and that if there is a jult and

- holy moral Ruler, who governs the world, and takes
cognizance of ‘the moral actions of men, they cannot
efcape his nghteous difpleafure,

Yet itis evident, my brethren, from the common
courfe of this world, and from the perpetual blunders
of mankind in the purfuit of happinefs, that neither
reafon, confiience, nor the moral fenfe govern them -
==but that thefe noble governing powers of the foul
are blinded, bribed, and rendered fécble and faith-

-Jefs ; infomuch that mankind, generally fpeaking,
feem to have lofi the knowledge of true happinefs,
and . all taffe and relifh for the nobler pleafures of
their nature—and to have entered wholly into the:
province of the brate creation, in the purfuit of their
pleafures and enjoymeats :=—=a fIriking, experimental
proof this of our apoftacy from Gop; the total de-
generacy and corruption of cur nature’; and of the
abfolute neceffity there is that our natures fhould be-
regenerated and renewed by divine grace ;——that the
eyes of our underftanding fhou'd be opened to difcern
what-is right and fit, and that a tafte for intellectual,
moral and religious pleafures fhould: be awakened in
our fouls, as our fure and vnerring guide to the chief
happinefs of our nature, This change Gop alone can
produce in us, by his Holy Spirit, and to him we
fhould earneftly apply for it, by conﬂant fervent
prayer.

, 2dly. If {uch Is the ‘nature and fuch the confe-
gquezces of fenfual pleafures and indulgences—if they
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are-in their own nature meax, Jow and degradingr——
if, in many cafes, they fiok their votgries dowa to.the.
l:vel, and even below the level, of the brute creation
~—if even in their highcft (fate of refinement, they.
are only the liwef and meancf? pleafures of our na-
tare, vallly inferior to the intellectual pleafures of the
mind, and much more flill beneath the pleafyres of
- econfcieyce and religicn——nay, they are direétly oppo-
Site and contrary to our Ligheft and zokleft pleafures
and enjoyments, and defiructive of them ; infomuch,
that all who live in the indulgence and gratification of
thole feafual appetites, are dead to all the refined
pleafures of reafon and concience, agd all the fublime
enjoyments of the divine life——if feofual pleafures
have a dire& tendeacy to deceive our hopes; to dif-
appoint our moft fanguine expe@ations; to darken
our underftandings; to flupify and fear our confci-
ences; to inflame our appetites and paffions; to fet
the beqf? above the man within us; to ruin our cha-
rafter, our credit, our health, our fubftance and our
peace and tranquillity of mind ; to render us ufelefs
and awretched, bated and defpifed in this life, and eter-
nally and inconceivably miferable in the life to come
—If this is the frue nature, and thefe the certain
confequences, of a life of fenfual pleafure; as has
been the bufinefs of this difcoutfe to make appear and
demonftrate——then how juft is that exhortation of the
apoftle; ¢ Flee fornication: every fin that a maa
doth, is without the body; but he that committeth

fornication, finneth againft his own body (£).”—And
(k) 1 Cor. vi, 18, ~ ’

L)
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¥hat other—=* Flee alfo youthful lufts: but follow
righteoufnefs, faith, charity and peace with them that
call on the Lord out of a pure heart (¥).”—And thaz
other—"*¢ Dearly beloved, I befeech you as pilgrims
and ftrangers, to abftain from flefhly lufts, which war
againft the foul (m) 2
WaaT Solomon fays of the cdullereﬁ: bouf?,
may be jofly affirmed of fenfual pleafures in gene-
ral: ° They are the way to hell, goiig down to the
chambers of death (n) I” A life of*fenfual pleafure,
is the way of death : few that goinit, return again;
neither take they hold of the path of life, * 1f 1 had
therefore but vse advice to give to young perfons,
perhaps it would be this: *“ Enter not into the path
of fenfual pleafures; go not in the. way of carnal in-
dulgences ; avoid it; pafs ot by it ; tarn from it
and pafs away.”
YouTH is the common fufon of fenfual pleafure,
" *Tis then, in this gay and blooming morning of life,
~while the animal fpirits abound, the pulfe of life
beats high, and vigour braces the frame, that the hu-
man heart is commonly fedueed and deluded into that
flowery path, where death lies in ambufh, and which
eads in bitternefs and ruin !=—0 that young perfons
- had their eyes opened to fee the danger, and fhun the
- fatal foare, ere it be too late! O that their hearts

() 2 Tim. ii. 22, - (m) 1 Pet. il 1.
(») Prov. vii. a7,

Voe. I. H'

.



8 SERM®O®N 1L

were timeoufly tinGured with that fear of Gob,
which is the beginning of true wifdom; and that
they were bromght to chufe the' way of virrue,
chaflity, temperance and fobriety, which is indeed the
way of /ife, honour and peace!

Axp as to thofe who have been unhappily cor-
‘tupted and deluded by the fpecious fophiftry of car-
mal reafonings and head-ftrong paffions, and long
keld withio the enchanted cirde of fenfual plea-
fures, furely it “is high time they fhould now at
length confider the danger of their way, and the end.
to which it leads;—~="tis high time they fhould turn
around, and flee from impending deftru@ion ;—"tis
high time they fhould provide for a nobler and more
durable happinefs. ¢ Awake therefore, thou that:
fleepeft—=thou that art lulled and entranced by the
fyren fongs of pleafure, and the intoxicating draughts
of fenfual indulgences—thou that art dead in tref-
pafles and fins——awake from the dead, and Curist
fhall give thee life !=—~Why lingereft thou? Thy
fect ftand on flippery places, and a few fteps more
may bring thee into defolation, as in a moment, and
utterly confume thee with terrors! May the Sphit
of Gop caufe all fuch as are in this dangerous fitna-
ton to make the refletions, and take the refolutions,
of the returning prodigal. *‘ And when he came to
bimfelf, he faid, How many hired farvants of my
father’s have bread gnough and to fpare, while I pe-
#ifls with hunger. I will arife and go to my father,
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and will fay unto him, Father, I have finned againft
heaven and befare thee, and am no more worthy to

be called thy fon: make me as onesof thy hired fur-
vants,”——Amen.

H 3
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SERMON IV.

The duty of obeying and fubmitting to
the preceptive and providential will

1

of Gop, in twe fermons, from

N : Psar. xlvi. 10.

~

Be fill, and know that I AM GOD/?

SERMON I

"JHE great root and caufe of all our fin and all

our mifery, lies in this, that we are of a rebel-
lious temper againft Gop. Our carnal mind is en-
mity againft Gop, and is not fubje& to the law of
Gop; ne}ther indeed can be, while it continues car-
nal and unrenewed (a). We fet up our own thoughts
againft the thoughts of Gop, pur own will againft
the will of Go, and our own purpofes and defigns
againft the purpofes and defigns of Gop. Thus we
endeavour to rob Gop of his fovereignty over us,
and his propriety in us. We vainly and wickedly at-
tempt to difpoffefs him of his throne, and of his right

(@) Rom. viii. 7.
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of governing the world in general, and ourfelves in
particular; and we prefumptuoufly fet up fe//~—our
own wills, defires’and purpofts as the idol gods which
we obey and worfhip. We fet up our own perverfe
inclinations, blind paflions, and corrupt affections, as
our lawgivers and the gods whom we ferve; and.
fay, by our praftice, that we awil{ not have Gop to

tule over us; for what is the Almighty that we .

fhould ferve him, and what profit fhall we have if we
pray unto him; and heace we are tempted and in-
clined to fay, in our wicked and deceitful hearts, con-
cerning the blefled Gop ; ¢‘ Depart from us, we de-
fire not the knowledge of thy ways; for thou art an
hard and auftere mafter, reaping where thou haft not
fow’d, and gathering where thou haft not ftrew-
ed (4).”

Now, from this hidden atheifin and rebellion of
the heart, there proceeds, in finners; a habitual re-
Iu@ance againft the will of Gop, whether preceptive -
or penal:—hence thofe monftrous, blafphemous
heart-rifings againft the pure, boly, juft and good laws
of Gob, as hard and grievous reftraints and impofi-
tions upon our carnal appetites and defires, which we
call our natural liberty :—hence thofe murmurings
and repinings againft the providence of Gop under
loffes, aflitions, croffes and difappointments :—
hence that otherwife unaccountable averfenefs in fin-
ners againtt either doing, fuffering, or quietly fub-
mitting and refigning to the will of Gop3; in fo much

{¢) Luke kix. 14. Job xxi. 14, 15, M;t XXV 2p
- H 3
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that altho’ they often feignedly and hypocritically
pray with their lips ¢ Let thy will be done on earth,
as it is in heaven,” yet their heart meaneth no fuch
thing ; but whenever their own felfifh will and defires.
come to be croffed and difappointed,hey defire no-
thing lefs than that the wi// of Goo fhould be done
cither in them, by them, or upan thems; but when
they are tried or chaflifed, they are like * a bullock
unaccuftomed to the yoke (c).”

Now, it is the great bufinefs of religion to cure
this rebellion and atheifm of the heart; to reduce

and humble the haughty imaginations of the finner,. -

and to fubject his ftubborn and refratory will to the
fovereign, holy and wife will of his Maker. When
the heart of the fioner is once imprefled with the true
~ reverential fear of Gop, and with a fenfe of the glo-
ry of his majefty, then * the lofty looks of man fhalk
be humbled, and the haughtine(s of men fhall be
bowed down, and the Lorb alone fhall be exalted in
that day (d).”

True religion fets Gon on the throne,~—allows
him to have power, and right, and wifdemn and good-
mefs enough to govern the world ;—endeavours to
fubmit quietly and chearfully to his wife and fove-
reign difpofals, and not only to be fatisfied and con-
tented, but even joyful and thankful, that the Lorp
reigneth, and that all the affairs of this world are un-
der the condu@, and at the difpofal, of fo wife and.
gracious a Ruler. So that this is the very language of

(¢) Jerem. xxxi. 18. - (d) If.ii. s2.

~



SERMON 1IV. 91

true piety : *° The Lord reigneth, let the earth re-
joice, and the multitude of the ifles be glad thereat.
The Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh away, and
blefled be the name of the Lord (¢).”

OuR text contains one of thefe fovereign and
powerful words of the Lorp Gop Omnipotent,
whereby he impofes filence tpon all the rebellions
thoughts and murmuring undutiful expreflions of his
creatures, and would infpire them with reverent, fub-
mifive and adoring thoughts of his fupreme majelty,
and the wifdom of his laws and providence. ¢ Be

« fill, and know that I am God : - I will be exalted

among the heathen : I awill be exalted in the earth I”

Soromon tells us, that * where the word of a
king is, there is power (£).” Here then behold }
the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, the fovereign
and adorable Monarch of the univerfe, by whom
kings rule and princes decree juftice ; before whom
angels and archangels bow themfelves ; whom all the

’ heavenly hofts obey; who doth according to his fa«

cred pleafure in the armies of heaven, and amongft
the inhabitants of the earth—Behold! I fay, this ue
piverfal King takes flate and majefly unto himfelf,
and fpeaks, as it were, from his throne of glory high
and lifted up, to a world of depending creatures—
and the words which he utters, are every way becoms
ing fo great a Potentate, and every way worthy the
obfervance and obedience of fuch mean and guilty
worms of the duft as we are. ¢ Be flill, and know
that Tam Gop!” | ' ,
(¢) PL xevii 2. Jobi. ar, (f) Eccl. viii, 4o



Tuis plalm was probably compofed when the
children of Ifrael laboured under fome very diftref-
fing and alarming fears from the hoftile invafion of
their heathen neighbours. In the former part of the
pfalm, the Pfalmift defcribes, in a very lively and em-
phatical manner, the church’s refuge and confidence
in Gop, who is a very prefent help in the time of
trouble. And it is likely, from the general fcope of
-the pfalm, that the church did, at that time, enter-
tain fome unbelieving doubts as to the wifdom and
equity of Gop’s proceedings with her;——that fhe
was inclined to murmur and repine againft the fove-
reign difpofals of his providence, and to diftruft his
power and goodnefs in the matter of her deliverance
from the malice and ambitious defigns of her ene-
mies. '

Tuererore the perfon is changed in our text,
and Gop himfelf fpeaks in order to filence all the
doubts and objedions of his people, and to engage
them to a fteady reliance upon him; and a humble
fubmiffion to his will. * Be flill, and know that I am
Gop |” As if he had faid: ¢ It is not your bufinefs
to cavil at my proceedings, or to reluate under my
difpenfations. Your prefent fears and doubts arife
from an unbelieving, undutiful, rebellious temper.
Your prefent duty lies in fubmifion and refignation
to my will; a humble truft and confidence in my
power, and a holy complacency in all my providential _
dealings with you. You are neither to prefcribe to
" me, nor to doubt of my goodnefs; but to caft all
your cares and concerns upon me in the way of your
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duty. Be flill therefore, and know that I am Gop }
Learn and know that it is my high prerogative to go~
vern the world, and to do my facred pleafure both in
heaven and on earth, Know that I have infinite right
. and per_-/'edhox, as well as infinite power, to erder and
difpofe of all things in this lower world, and therefore
that it is right and fit I fhould have the entire ma-
nagement and difpofal of all yoxr concerns, and that
you fhould pay an implicit and cordial fubmifion to
my will in every inftanee of it, and be perfedly fatif-
fied and pleafed with every difpofal of my provi-
dence.”—Accordingly, in the laft verfe, we have a
profeflion of the church’s faith in Gop and fubmiffion
to him: ° The Lorp of hofts is with us; -the Gop
of Jacob is our refuge, Selah1”

THe words clearly fuppofe and imply two things.

3t. TuaT mankind in general, yea even the beft
of men, Gop’s own church and people, are too often
troubled with an evil heart of unbelief in rebelling a-
gainft the fovereign will of Gop, and murmuring at
the difpofals of his providence. Their hearts are
ready to rife up in rebellion, not onmly againft the
Srictnefs and purity of his laws, but alfo againft the
awifdom of his providential dealings. And

adly.” Ws learn from the words, that this is a
moft wicked and impious temper of mind, which arifes
from the corruption, infidelity and atbeifm of the
heart: a temper which pradically denies the wifdom,
juftice and goodnefs of Gop in all his laws, and in all-
his providential dealings : a temper which, if indul-
ged, has a direct tendency to put Gop out of his
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throne, and to rob him of the glory of his fovereignty,
and of all his other perfeQions ;~—and therefore a
temper which thould be watched and guatded againft
with the utmolft care and diligence, as being deftruce
tive of all true religion. Wherefore Gop is pleafed
<to take upon him all the flate of celeftial royalty, and
to rebuke it in our text, as with a voice from hea<
ven: * Be ftill, and know that I am Gop !"

I sHALL endeavour, by the divine affiftance

1ft. A LiTTLE to illuftrate the injun@ion in the
text, and to fhew in what manner we fhould apply
and improve it, when the will of Gonp, either pre-
ceptive ot penal, crofies our corrupt, proud and per~
verfe inclinations.

- adly. I suarw endeavour to fhew the reafons and
motives which fhould impofe flence on every fuch un-
dutiful and rebellious thought in our hearts, and in-
duce us to a ready, chearful and complacencial fub-
miffion and obedience to the divine will i every in-
ftance of it.—As to the

It OF ‘thefe heads. We muft diftinguith be«
tween the preceptive and providential will of Gop.

1ft. It is our duty to obey the commanding or
preceptive will of Gop.  And )

adly. It is equally our duty to fubmit and refign
to his difpofing or providential will,

ALL Gob’s precepts, ordinances and command-
ments demand our ready acceptance and chearful obe-
dience, not only in virtue of the power and character
of him who epjoins them, but alfo from their own
intrinfic equity and goodnefi, and confequent tenden-
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cy to promote our perfeQion and happirefs. In like
manner, all his providences and difpofals of us and
"~ our concerns, .whether merciful or afflifive, demand
our moft humble and chearful fubiniffion, for the
fame reafons.—In thefe two thirgs confifts the whole
of our duty and obedience to Gob ; and yet our cor-
rupt hearts are equally averfe to both.  We are equal-
ly difinclined to obey his commandments, and to fub-
mit to his pleafure, when it croffes our natural in-
clinations.  As to the

1ft Or thefe, namely, Gop’s preceptive will, the
very worft of men feem ready to obey it, fo faras it
does not crofs or thwart their own humours, lufts,
interefls or inclinations. They readily avoid thefe fing
to which they have neither inclination nor tempta-
tion; and perform thofe duties to which they have
po natural reluftance, or which do not crofs their
carnal pleafures or interefts. Yea, like Herod, ¢ they
will do many things, and perhaps hear the word and
frequent the ordinances of~Goo gladly (g).” Thus
far they will fubmit to the authority of Gop and the
yoke of CurisT, but no farther. Asfoon as Gonp
calls them to deny themfelves and part with theit He-
rodias’s ; their beloved lufts and darling pleafures—
as foon as he commands them to perform duties which
clath and interfere with their foté, their indolence,
their avarice, ambition or fenfual propenfities, imme-
diately they are offended ; their corrupt hearts rife
up in a rebellious oppofition to the preceptive will of -

(8) Mark vi, ze,
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Gob, and they are ready to cry out, ““ Thefe are
hard fayings, who can hear them (4) 2”—They be-
gin to cavil at the precepts of religion which require
them to cut off thefe right hands and pluck out thefe
right ‘eyes, as bard and wunreafonable commands,
which they cannot (i. e. wil/ not) obey; and to im-
peach Gop himfelf of iniquity, alledging him to be a
hard malter, reaping where he hath not fow'd, and
gathering where he hath not ftrewed.

Peruars they can fay, as the young man in the
golpel, with regard to the /efter of many of the di-
vine commandments, * All thefe things have I kept
from my youth up; what lack I yet?” But when
Curist affures them that they flill lack one thing;
that they muft mortify, renounce and abandon their
beloved lufts, thofe favourite fins which have hitherto
eafily befet them, and to which they have been at-
tached with a peculiat partiality and indulgence, and
follow him in this way of mortification and felf-denial,
they cannot think of obeying this commandment, and
therefore they go away forrowful (7). Tell them to
read their Bibles, to attend the public worfhip of
Gop in his church, to affume a profeflion and keep up

" a form of religion, perhaps they may go even thus
far with fome appearance of zeal and attachment ;
becaufe thus far they may gd without crofing any of
their favourite lufts, But urge them to watch over
their hearts, to moderate and bridle their paflions, to
render good for evil, to love their enemies, to Jay afide

(5) Joha vi. 6e. (i) Mat. xix. 22,
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malice, hatred, revenge and calumny - agaioft their
neighbours, to live fober, chafte and holy lives in the
\;vorld-—panicularly, to mortify any luft to which,
cither by conftitution or habit, they have contradted
~ the moft violent propenfity—in thefe things they de-
fire to be excufed ; thefe are the bard Jayings which
they cannot hear ! Every effort of the mind is ufed
to ftrike thefe things wholly out of the lift of vices s
or, at leaft, they avail themfelves of every fhadow of
an argument to extenuate, palliate and excufe them,
Aod when confcience will not be wholly bribed or
filenced, but fpeaks out and challenges them as to the
evil of thefe tempers and practices, they. are apt to
fay like Lot, with regard to the city of Zogr, O not
fo my Lord; fuffer me to efcape with thofe fins;
behold they are but little ones (¢),”

Hence it plainly appears that fuch perfons have
no true principle of obedience. They would ferve
two maflers, which isan impoffible endeavour in this
cafe. They are inclined to give Gop only fo much of
their hearts and of their fervice, as they can conve-
niently {pare from their lufts; and wherever it s ne<

.cefary that ¢hefe fhould be denied and mortified,
there they rife in fecret or open rebellion againft

Go, and rejet his authority, .

Now is this only the cafe of profligate and aban-
doned finners, who publickly difavow the divine au~
thority, and publifh their fins like Sodom ; but too
much of this difpofition is often found even in thofe
who are fruly religious.. Much of the Chriftian war~

() Gen. xix. 20.

Vor.I. I
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fare lies in fubduing and mortifying this rebellions
temper of the will againft the commanding authority
of Gop. Some of the beft of men have ftill to com-
plain, ““ that, when to will is prefent with them, how
t0 do that which is good they find not; but that
there is a law in their members, warring againft the
Jaw of their mind, and bringing them into captivity to
the law of fin,” This is their great burthen and con-
Jic?, and it is their daily fervent prayer to be deliver-
ed from it: ““ O wretched man that I am, who fhalt
deliver me from the body of this death ? Thanks be
to Gop, who giveth as the viGtory thro’ our Lord
Jefus Chrift (/).

Now, in our text, we have a noble remedy againft
this evil ; an invincible argument againft this rebellion
of the willz “ Be ftill, and know that I am Gob!
"Who art thow, O guilty and rebellious creature, that
thou thus replieft againlt Gop, and dareft to difpute
his righteous authority, or cavil againft his holy laws ?
Bliod and prefumptuous reptile ; worm of a day, that
thou art, know that I am Gop ! that I have a right
to give thee laws, and a right to demand thy willing
and entire obedience ! kpow that I am a boly, juf}
and «wife being, and therefore that my laws are holy—
perfectly agreeable to the reitude, integrity and per-
fection of my nature ;——jufl—perfe@]y reafonable

* gad equitable in themfelves ;——and gosd——calculated
for promoting the greateft good and happinefs of my
sational creatures ! Who art thou then that difpureft,

[0) Rom; vii, 34, 1 Cor. xv. §7.
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either the fivereignty, or equity of my government ?
When I command thee to deny thyfelf, to mortify
thy lufls, to forfake thy finful pleafures, thou pre-
fumeft to think I am a bard mafler, and to tax ny
Jaws of rigour and feverity : but peace ; be fhill, and
know that I am Gop! and therefore, that an uni-
verfal and chearful obedience is thy bounden and in-
difpenfible duty. Know this, that I will never repeal
or alter my pure and holy laws, which are the rule of
order and fource of happinefs in my moral world, in
* favour of thy corrupt and finful inclinations. Be it
known to thee, that my laws can never be alter’d
from the ftandard of purity and perfeQion; can ne-
ver be lowered down into-a conformity to thy lawle(s
appetites and unbridled paffions.. 1t is therefore al/s-
lutely neceffary that thy heart fhould be changed, and
" brought into a perfec and chearful fubje&ion to my
holy will.  Here lies, thy duty, thy intereft and thy
bappinefs !”’—I fhould now,
2dly, Proceep to fhew you, that as our hearts
are naturally prone to rife up in rebellion againft the
preceptive will of Gob, and to quarrel with the
ftri€tnefs and purity of his commandments, ‘where
they crofs our lufts and finful inclinations; fo we are
no lefs apt to murmur and complain of the providen-
tial will of Gop, when it is like to rob us of any of
our darling lufts or idols—but this will be the fubjet
of another difcourfe. 1 fhall clofe the prefent by a
refle@ion on what has been faid. '
THE perfe&t reafonablencfi and equity of the di-
12
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vine laws deprives the finner of one principal plea for
his difobedience.

As finners, we can have but two plaufible pre-
tences for violating the laws of religion, or living in
the negle®t of them. Either,

1ft. That thefe laws are not agreeable to the dic-
tates of our natural reafon, and therefore ought not
. to be obeyed, being not obligatory on rational crea-

tures, as fuch. Or,

2dly. TuaT however juf? or ngln thefe laws
may be in themfelves, yet our nature is fo exceedingly
corrupt and perverfe, that we have no power or will
to obey them, ,

Ei1THER of thefe, if {trictly true, would doubtlefs
be a powerful plea for difobedience, The fir# con-
tains in it an implication, that the laws of religion are
not the laws of Gop : feeing it contradi@s our natu-
ral notions of the De1Ty to fuppofe him capable of
impofing abfurd or unreafonable laws on his creatures,
‘The fecond fuppofes Gob to be a hard maffer, in
claiming obedience to a law which his creatures, by
the very circumflances of their nature, are unable to
perform. On the fr/? fuppofition, men ought not to
obey the laws of religion: on the fecond, obedience
to them would be impoffible to us, and therefore dif-
obedience would be the fault of our mature, but not

. our crime. R

W iTH regard to the fi7/?, namely, the reafonable-
#nefs and equity: of the Chriftian morality; all the
wifeft philofophers, ancicnt and modern, who were
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not Chriftians, have borne teftimony to the excellency
of the Chriftian precepts, either by exprefsly approv-
‘ing them, or by laying down moral precepts fimilar
and analogous to them. -

MEex muft be divefted of ‘their rational human na-
ture ; thatis, they myft ceafe to be men, before they
can eoolly and calmly difapprove thofe virtues and
graces of the Chriftian {yftem which are parély moral,
. The reafonablenefs and equity of juflice, mercy,
meeknefs, temperance, chaflity, benevolence and cha-
rity, are fo very clear, and their influence on human
happinefs fo very felf-cvident, that no man in his
" fober fenfes can have any thing to urge again{t them,
And even thofe evangelical precepts of Chriftianity,
fuch as Joving and doing good to our enemies——/ufer-
ing the lofs of all things, and even laying down our
lives for the teftimony of Js sus, and the like, which
feem moft repugnant to the natural notions of men,
- will appear to be equally fit and reafonable, if we ad-
~ mit the principles on which they are founded, and the
motives by which the gofpel redommends them :=—
for why fhould we not forgive, Jove, ds good-to, and
pray for, our enemies, after the example, and in obe-
dience to the command, of our deareft Lord, if we
believe that Gop hath, for Curist’s fake, forgiven
us; and that, while we were yet finners and enemies,
Curist.Joved us, and died for us ?=——And fhall we
thiok it unreafonable to lay down our lives for the
teftimony of Jesus, if we belive that he, the Son of
Gop, laid down bis life, as a martyr, to confirm this

13
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teftimony 3 and that he hath affured us, that he awbs
bofeth bis life for his fab and the gofpel’s, fhall find
it, brightened by a glorious crown of martyrdom in a
better world ! '

BuT there is a ftill more ftriking and convincing
proof of the equity and reafonablencfs of the Chri-
ftian morality, than any yet mentioned, and that is,
“ That every finner condemns, with a mercilefs fe-
verity, thofe violations of the divine law in others,
which he is not guilty of in his own particular—and
even fometimes, by a ftrange blindnefs and inconfift-"
ency, thofe fins of which he is notorioufly guilty him-
felf.” This truth might be Hluftrated by a vaft varie-
ty of inftances, which would make it clearly appear
that finners have no mercy on each other’s vices, but
are continually /afbing and fatyrizing thofe vices in
each other, of which they think themfelves not culp-
able: infomuch that there is not perhaps one fingle
vice forbidden and condemned by the laws of Chri-
ftianity, which has not found a fevere fatyrift amongft
the moft abandoned of men. This, then, is a moft
flriking proof of the eguity of the Chriftian morality,
that even, finners themfelves being judges, the laws
which forbid a/l thefe vices, are boly, juff and good ; _
and that thefe vices are never approved or indulged by
the worft of men, only when they are pleading their
own particular caufe.

To this we may add: that altho’ corrapt reafom,
blinded, perverted and bribed by paffion and appetite,
and under theic immediate influence, will ever fly ia
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the face of thofe precepts of religion which would
curb and reftrain thofe paffions and appetites in whofe
interefts it is engaged ; yet, in its coel, reflecting, dif-
Ppaffionate moments it is ever on the fide of virtue and
religion, and proves a fwift witnefs againft all thofe
vices condemned by the gofpel. The greateft fin-
ners, on a death-bed, or on the cve of a reformation,
thro’ a cool and fober reflection on the nature aund ten-
dency of their vices, are quickly and powerfully con-
vinced of the equity of the divine laws, and the un-
reafonablenefs of fin. The clouds and miits of paf-
"fion being then diffipated, they begin te fee things ia
their true nature, and begin to lament (tho’ often too
late) that they have been fo long the dupes of blind-
mefs and folly. Virtue reveals herfelf to the mind in
all her native charms and beauties, and vice of every
kind being ftripped of her mafk, appears in all her
haggard uglinefs and deformity. And thus the
wicked themfelves are conftrained to bear a glo-
rious and honourable teftimony to the truth of reli-
gion. . ’ *

How wretched then muft we be, my friends, if
we continue to violate the laws of religion? Confcis
ence and reafon, whenever they are permitted to
fpeak out, will bear witnefs again(t us and condema
us. And fpeak out they will fooner or later, in fpite
of all our pains to bribe or filence them, A deaté-
bed, at fartheflt, will give them a voice as loud as
thunder, and caufe them to fpeak with terror to our
iamoft fouls, They will thence fummon us before
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the impartial tribunal of that Gop, whofe laws

. we have violated, from whence there can be no ap-
peal. “° O then that we were now wife; that we
now underftood this, and would cenfider our latter
end!” .

As to the fecond plea of the finner, arifing from
the corruptnefs and perverfenefs of his nature, ,which
difenables and difinclines him to obey the boly, juft
and good laws of Gopo, we will find it to be equally
invalid and groundlefs, when we confider that there is
balm in Gilead and a phyfician there. Sinners have
an all-wife, all-gracious and all-powerful Phyfician in
their offer, if they will but make application to him,
who promifes that he will remove this difeafe of the
foul radically, by giving them @ new beart and a new
Jpirit, conformed to the diQates of the divine law;—
yea that he will even write it in their kearts, fo that
it fhall become the very Jaw and difpofition of their
mew nature; and that he will himfelf work in them
both #¢ will and to do, the contents and requirements
of this law. If this*were not fo,’ the cafe of finners
would be defperate and deplorable indeed ; bit this
declaration of the gofpel quite alters the cafe, and
fixes the whole blame upon obftinate fifners, who,
notwithftanding a conviGtion of their own impotence
and averfian to all that is good, will not apply to this
merciful Phyfician, nor ufe the remedies he has pre-

" feribed.  1a vain do they lay the blame on their cor<
supt nature, when they might have g better nature
if they would apply for it; and when they are com-
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paffionately urged and entreated to apply for it, but
will not !’ ' '

HowEevER mankind have come by this ¢orruption
of naturé, yet furely it is a grievous moral difeafe of
of the foul. That foul, if it has any moral feelings
at all, mult needs feel itfelf highly difordered, who is
confcious of a difaffe¢tion and difinclination to thofe
divine laws, in a conformity to which its health,
beauty, vigour, perfeftion and happinefs confifts,

_‘This is fuch an unnatural perverfion of tafte and ap-
" petite, as plainly indicates the foul to be in aftate of
high diforder. .

You fay you have no taffe nor relifp for the mo-
rality of the gofpel ; no power, awill or inclination
to obey its precepts. Know then that you are a difza/-
ed creature ; that your foul is in an unnatural ftate,
in a ftate of high diforder. Know alfo that Gop hath
provided for you a phyfician, in his own dear Son,
whom he hath fent into this world to heal the fick, to
feek and' fave that whichis loft, and not only to call
finners to repentance, but alfo to enable them to re-
pent; to give them repentance and the remiffion of
fins. Before, therefore, you caft the blame of your
rebellion and difobedience upon the corruption of your
natyre, go to this Phyfician; confult him upon your
cafe; put yourfelves under his care, all-fick and dif-
eafed as you are, and earncftly implore him to exert
his healing power in your behalf; to fubdue the re-
Ju@ance and rebellion of your will, and to work. in
you the whole good pleafure of his goodnefs, and
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the work of faith with power, And when you have
continued to folicit his favour, and follow his pre-
fcriptions, as long as the inveteracy of your diforder
and the importance of fuch a cure deferves; then go
away and complain, if you can, that there is no hope
ot help.in Ifrael for this thing,
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The duty of obeying and fubmitting to
the preceptive and i:rovidential will

of Gop, in two fermons, from
Psar. xlvi, 10.

Be flill, and know that 1 AM GOD!

SERMON IL

THE majeflly of thefe words, as pronounced by

_ Jewovan himfelf, from the high and uplifted
throne of his glory, is furely, one would think, fuf-
ficient to ftrike a reverential awe and fear into the

hearts of his creatures, and equally to filence their

infolent cavils and perverfe reafonings agzfoft the pu-
rity and equity of his holy laws, and their fretful and
peevith murmurings, agaioft the difpenfations of his
fovereign and righteous providence,

IN a former difcourfe from the words, the firt
fpecies of this rebellion of the human will, as it rifes
againft the preceptive will of Gop, was confidered at
fome length, and the aggravated guilt of it fhewn and
illultrated from a confideration of the bolinefs, juft-
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#¢f and goodnefs of the divine law, even in the judg-

ment of finners themfelves, who condemn the viola-

tions of it in all mankind, themfelves only exeepted;

and who, when they come to the fober exercife of

reafon and reflection, approve the divine law as Aoly,

_ j«f?, and good, and condemn themfelves, as tranf-
greflors of it, with a merciléfs feverity. -1 now pro-
ceed to thew you N

Ildly, THAT, as the corrupt hearts of men are
paturally prone to rife up in rebellion againt the pre-
ceptive will of Gop, and to quarrel with the ftrict-
nels and purity of his laws where they crofs and re-
ftrain their finful inclinations and lawlefs paffions; fo
they are equally difpofed to murmur and repine a-
gainft his providential will, when it threatens to de-
prive them of any of their darling lufts or idols.

THue very worlt of men are often fatisfied and
contented enough, while they bafk in the funthine of
profperity, and while their corn, wine and oil abound,
Either, from fome remains of a right difpofition which

. fRill lies buried under the ruins of our fall, or rather
from fome operations of, that good fpirit, with a dif-
penfation of which Gop hath gracioufly vifited all
men to call them to repentance, the human heart can-
not be wholly unfzeling and infenfible under a conti-
pual, uninterrupted profufion of the divine mercies ;
but muft feel pleafed and contented with fuch a feries
of them, and is often railed even to fome tranfient fits
of gratitude and rejoicing in Gob, as a generous be-
nefaitor. While we are in beaith, profperity and
afy circamflances, we ure very {ubmiflive to Goo,
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and feem to be very much pleafed with his providen-
tial goodnefs: but when the ArmiguTyY, by his-
fovereign providence, is pleafed to lay his afflicting
hand upon us, and touch us in a tender part;—-
when he is pleafed to vifit us for our iniquities, or*
to try us in the furnace of affliGtion, and deal with
us as he did with his fervant .7ob—to caft us into
adverfity ; bereave us of our children, friends and
fubftance, or lay us on a tedious bed of pain, infirmity
"and difeafe ;—when affli®ions croud wpon us in
quick fucceflion, like the meflengers of 7o, fo that
all Gop’s billows feem to be let loofe againft vs, to
overwhelm us.——When, ftrip’d of our fubftance,
blafted in our credit and reputation, afflicted in our
bodies, bereaved of our friends and expofed to the
cruel fcoffs and infults of our enemies, we feem to
be abandoned of Gop, and left a helplefs prey to
poverty, difeafe, contempt and reproach :—In fuch
circumftances as thefe, and even in much lefs diftref-
fing, all the rebel within us is apt to rife vp againft
the providence of Gobn. We are ready to follow
the wicked advice of Fob’s wife, * to carfe Gob;
and die :” Or, if, by the power of reftraining grace,
- we are preferved from the out-breakings of fuch a
- rebellious and abandoned paffion, yet our hearts are
apt to entertain hard and unworthy thoughts of the
divine providence. We are ready to imagine that
Gob deals ankindly, unjuftly and unmercifully with
us, and that he punifhes us even more than our ini-
quities deferve, 'We are prone to tax the wifdom,
juftice and goodnefs of his providence j—ina word, /
Vor. I, . K
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4o ‘forget that he is Gop ;  that'his ways are equal,
-and that the judge of all-the <world muf} .do right;
or that he is a Gop in whom there. is no iniquity,
-right and jult is be (¢). We inly murmur and re-
pine at our lot ; envy the happinefs of others who
.are exempted from the afli®ions under which we -
‘labour, and are fometimes even brought to doubt of
‘Gon’s faithfulnefs and loving kindoefs; to call in
‘queftion or impeach his government:of . the world,
«and to complain, with the impatient Pfalmift ¢ Wl
-the Lorp caft off-forever ? Will .he be favourable
a0 more ? Is his mercy clean gone for ever? Dath
his promife fail for eyermore? Hath Gop forgotten
‘to be gracious? Hath he in anger fhut np his tender
“merdies (6) 2——Or to fay with Facob ** All thele
things are againft me (c).” -Nay, how:many. good
:men have been enfnared and “have:fallen by this
temptation ;=" Haye been envious at the foolith,
when they faw the profperity of the wicked; while
1 they themfelves have been plagued all the day long
‘and chaftened every morning (d).”’~=—How - many .
have been tempted to fall, inadvertendy, into the
‘envious, plaintive frain; of the: prophet ; "**- Righte-
ous art-thow, O Lowp, when I plead with thee ;
fyerlet«me talk with thee of thy judgments: where-
. fore doth . the way .of the wicked profper?- Where-
fore are all they happy,: that deal very: treacherou(-
ly?”——-—NoI soafidering that *‘the wicked: areas

4

() Deut. xxxtl. 4, - (B)'Phal. Ixxvil. y.—9.
{¢) Geni-slid, 36, - (4) Pl Lxgifl,
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ftubble before the wind and as chaff that the ftorm
carrieth away :~—that they are referved to the day
of deflrudtion and fhald be bx'ougbt forth unto the
day of wrath (¢).”

Bur this is oar infirmity and mcbedmﬁ. Tbu
we prove ourfclves ignorant, even as bealts before
Gop. When we {peak and thiok thus, we offend
- againft the generation of his children, and blafpheme
his righteous providence. Yet thasiwe arc .ptone

10 Jfpeak and to think under his- paternal rod. "~

¢ When we are fmitten, we are as'a bullock:un=
accuftomed to the-yoke.” - We form and foam and
Sret and reluctate under his correcting hand, Af
flictions, inftead of humbling our haughty fpititsiand
bringing us to a more clofe and refigned dependanée
upon ‘Gop, which is their proper defigh and geauine
tendency, are often the accidental occafion, through
the: corruption of our nature, of hardening us more
and more, as they did wicked Pbarach, and of gx+
citing our perverfe hearts to rebel againlt Gobn;
and to murmur againft his wife and gracious difpos
fuls. This, it feems, was the unhappy cafe of obs
durate Jfracl, and therefore Gop expoflulates with
them, and feems to give them over as incorrigeable
and incurable ; * Wherefore fhould ye be fmitter
any more ? . Ye:will but revolt more and more (f).”

BuT now whenever we feel .thele rifings of heart
againft: the providential will of Goo, we ought to
awe our fouls inte a'quiet and. bumble fubmﬂion by
‘(c) Jobxxl. . (f) Ifiah i, s.

K 3
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a believing: view of the being, perfedtion and uni~
werfal providence of Gop; we onght to filence e«
very murmaring, rebellious motion of our hearts by
a deep and realizing convi®tion of Gon’s fovereignty
eve? us, his ‘propriety in us, and the confequent
right he“has to difpofe of us according to his fove~
reigh and righteous pleafure. We fhould confider
that. it is right and fit that Gop fhould govern the
~ wotld, -and difpofe of ‘all cur iffairs, forthat unto
him: alone it ;appertaineth y 'and ¢hat' we are bothy -
JSecure and bappy in fubmitting ourfelves, and alt
our_concerns, to the management of fo wife, fo
boly, fo gif? and fo good a Being. ** The-Lord
reigaeth, let the earth rejoice : let the multitude of
ifles 'be glad. thereof.” Clouds and darknefs are
round: about him, and may wrap up his judgments
and other providential dealingsin a veil of obfcurity,
impenetrable by .us in-the prefent ftate: :but this
onght to be our comfort, and the fure ground of
qur acquiefcence, that rightsonfnefs and judgmens
are the habitation of bis throne ; and that in the
wp-winding and iffue of things, it will manifeftly
appear: to the conviftion of the Whole rational world)
that the judge of the whole earth hath done right
in each and every of his procedures!  We tThould
hearken, with :humble awe and reverent - attentions
to that. fovereign command in our text;  Be flill,
and know that [ am Gop.” If we did but firmly
believe and duly confider that it.is Gop who..carves
and difpofes our lofs, and orders all our circum-
flances ; and wie or waAT this Geb is, under

3
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whofe government we are; this would effeually
impofe filence on every rebellious thought and un«
dutiful expreflion. In the light of this convj&ion,
we would b/ufh and be afbamed to harbour one
unworthy furmife of the divine providence under -
the heavjeft afflictions ;. and we would be thoroughly
perfuaded that it is our .duty=—not to find fault,
but<o fabmit—not to dijpate, but to refign.

Two confiderations, among many others, would
filence all qur complaints on thefe occafions,

(1R.) Opw ignorance renders us utterly incap-
able of forming 3 right;judgment concerning the e-
quity and. fitnefs of .Gop’s providential dealings
with ug, or with others.. YWe have not penetration
epough to.difcern . what s fittelt to be done in the
government of the world, or in the ordering of our
own lot in particular, This knowledge s too high
for us: we cannot attain it: we have not data fuf-
ficient - for ,this. inpeftigation. We are in a greap
soeafure ignorant . of the complicated fyftem of:
things ;=—know not the connections and dependen~
cies which fubfit between us and other beings; how °
our moral condu@ may influepce or affet them ;—
what remedies are beft adapted to remove our moral
diforders ;—=or, if afflictions are neceflary, avbas
.kind or degree of them are ngedful to work the cure,
‘We fee but a little way into things, and cannot
-penetrate into the views and defigns of .Gop, in
bringing affliGtions upon ourfelves or.others.—All
that we know, or need to know in this cafe, is,
that we are under the care and mapagement of a

K3
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wife and compaffionate phyfician ;——that the rod is
in the hand of a kind and gracfous father, who
sfllicteth not willingly, neither grieveth the children
of men ;—that it is only i need fo require, that
we labour under manifold trials and temptations, by
the will of him who delighteth in mercy and in
whom compaffions flow ;—that judgment is bis
Strange avirk, and only takes place either where
nothing elfe will do, or where all milder methods
have been tried in vain ;—that it is impoffible for
him te wrong or injure us or any of his creatures;
—that, in this flate of ‘trial, all his' judgments
have a medicinal and falutary inteotion, and do
acually work together for ‘good to them who love
and fear him ;——and that he does mot punifh us
merely for bis pleafure, but for our profit, and for
the profit of others, that tbey and awe might, if pof- °
fible, be made partukers of his bolinefs. But we
do not always fee and confider this gracious defign
-and tendency of afflictive. providences, and there-
fore it is that we frequently rebel and mutiny -
‘gainlt Gop. ¢ All thefe’ things, fays Facob, are
againlt me”—-refle®ing on the fuppofed lofs of
bis children. But in this Facob fpoke haflily and
wnadvifedly with his lips, not knowing what grest
and beneficent defigns Gop was carrying on by the
means which he fo much diflik’d. '

Tuus when we take upon us to arraign and
cenfure the providence of Gopo, we can only fpeak
at random, and are guilty of the higheft prefomp-

- tion, in judging of matters beyond the fphere of
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our knowledge. Our duty therefore is *“ to be fill,
contented and ﬁi&rm_‘/iv:, and to know that he #s
Gon !”

(2dly.) As we are not qnahﬁed to judge of, or
cenfure, the providence of Gopo, fo neither have
we any right to do it. He is Gép, and we are
¢creatures ; he the potter, and we the clay of his
workmanthip ; he an sbfolute independent fovereign,
and we the natural fubjecds of his kingdom, wholly
dependent on him for béing and. all things; con-
fequently ‘we have #o right to demand an account
‘of any of his matters. As is fit, -““ He does what
‘he pleafes, in the armies of ‘heaven and amongft
ithe inhabitants of the earth, and none inay fay unto
‘him, ** What doeft thou, or wherefore doft thou
o or fo ?” Were.it even in his will or inclination
to deal unrighteoufly by ns (which is impoffible,)
yet his abfolute powet over us, and property in us,
renders it impoflible for us either to refift’ him, -.or
to withdraw ourfelves from his government. ' We
‘ought therefore to confider oxr place and attend 'to
the duty of it; which is to yield ourfelves up with
a holy complacency to the divine will, without any
‘bold conje@ures or prefumptueus inqniries, into the
- fovereign and (to us often) infcrutable reafens of
- the divine proceedings. I now come, ‘in the

IId. Prace, to clofe the whole by a few rea-

fons which fhould filence every rebellious thought
againft the providence of God, and engage us to a
ready, chearful and fubmiffive refignation to the di-
-vine will, in every inftance of it.

-
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1ft; Gob’s providentia) will firould be fubmitted
to, in the molt afflidtive difpenfations of it, becaufe,
in the prefent ftate of trial, it has ever a medicinal
defign and falutary tendency. ‘This 1 have hinted
¢t before, but it deferves farther illuftration. It
is one of the moft abfurd and injurieus afperfions
‘we can caft upon a-being of infinite perfe@ion and
benevolenge, who is neceflarily, eflentially and un-
changeably -happy in himfelf, to fuppofe him cap-
-able of taking.any pleafure in the mifery of his crea;
tures, qr indeed of laying any afliGtions on them,
- in the prefeat flate, which have not a tendency to
AHgir reformasion and bappinefs-—much orore;  that
.{as fome have beldly ventured to fuppofe) he fhoyld
,vifit many of his ¢reatures with aflitiogs, -merely
-with.a defign to increafe their guilt-and rebellion,
that he might have the fuirer pretence of infliting
,an everlalting ‘punifhment on them, in a flate of
-retribution ! This would be to fuppofe the Almigh-
'ty an -enwious and malignant ‘being, who {ports
(bimfelf with the calamities and fufferings of his
/Greatures ; ‘coatrary to all our nawral notions of
:bim, and to that charadter which he every where
affumes in bis word, ““ As the Gon of love ; the
'LorD Gop merciful and gracious ; flow to anger;
abundant -in_goodnefi 5 delighting in mercy 5 avait-
.éng long and patiently 1o be gracious ; expoftulating
-with finners ot .to defiroy themfelves ; following
" .them to the .very brink of perdition with the com-
-pafionate calls of mercy, and declaring, by his
facred honour and.life, .that he delighteth not ia
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the deftru@ion of finners, and is not willing that
any fhould perith, but that all fhould come to re-
pentance !’ Can we fuppofe it poflible for a being of
this charafter either to feek occafien againft his
creatures; wantonly to fport himfelf with thein
fufferings, or indeed to lay any affliGtions on them,
which are not neceffary for them, or which have
not a native tendency to reclaim or reform them ?
This confideration alone, that the Almighty cam
have neither pleafiire nor profit by the pains and
diftrefles, of his creatures, and that therefore they
muft be permitted for fome wife, bemevolent and
Jalutary purpofe, ought to be a fufficient apology
for the fevere/? and moft affliciive difpenfations: of his
providence ; and, could we but keep it in view,
would for ever preferve us from murmuﬁng and re-
pining againft them.
IT 13 an opinion pretty umverfally eﬁabliﬂhcd.
that phyfical evil.is a natural confequence of moral,
- and follows from it, asan effzc? from its caufe. Had
not /i taken place in the fyftem, none of Gop’s
creatures would ever have experienced mifery. - Now,
it bath pleafed Gop, in his infinite wifdom, fo to
order matters, that phyfical or natural. evil, which
is the effe& and confequence of fiz, fhould be one
of the moft powerful remedies of it aad preferva-
tives againft it. - That it is fo, in #he prefent flate §
~—that pain, affiction, loffes, and difappeintments
have a falutary and medicinal_tendency in _this
world, and;often aénally prove a means of prevent-
ing fin, and curing the moral diforders of men,. isy
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I think, an indifputable matter of faft. David, aud )
thoufands befides him, ¢ould fay, from a happy ex-

perience, “ That it was good for them that they

were -affliGted ;——that before they were afflicted,

they went aftray ; bat afterwards, they learnt to

keep Gop’s law.”  Moral evil among men gene-

rally proceeds, from unruly lufts, - headftrong paf-

fiods arifing from luxury,. idlenefs and high aod

pamper’d health-—ftom an unioterrupted flow of
profpetity ; the pride and confidence of ‘ambition,
and independéncy, begetting a forgetfulnefs of Gopo,
and a thoughtleflnefs of death, judgment and eter-
nity, Now itis evident that poverty, pain, colami-
Vies;: and difappointments, which are the principal
Phyfical evils of this life, have a natural tendency
té prevent and ¢ure thofe. moral evils. Fhey have
a natural tendency to mortify our paflionss: to flarve
our lufts; to humble our pride and felf-fufficiency ;
to conviace us. of the vanity and uncertainty of alf
Fublunary enjoyments; to fhew us our dependence
on Gop, the frailty and uncertain tenour of our mor-
tal lives, and the neceffity and importance of prepar-
idg for a diffolution, and tranfition to a fate and world
of retribation. Thefe happy effeQls the afftiftive pro-
vidences'of Gbp have certainly a native tendency to
produce, and if they do ‘ot produce’ themin alt
who are afflited, it is owing to the despnef; and
inveteracy of the difeafe, which will not yield to the
moft - proper medicines.’ i
- Nox will it be difputed, I prefome, tbaf ﬂyﬁcnf
*vil, ‘lays:a powerful roftraint - upou- meral -svil.in
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Ahe world, and daily prevents the cémmiflion of ten
:thoufand aggravated fins among men. This is a
«teuth, fo -obvious that it needs-no illuftration. Mil-
dions bave been brought afferavgrds to blefs the
-gracious hand which arrefted them in the mad car¢er
of theic fins, and, by fome affliGtion or difappoint-
ament, pawerfully prevented them from perpetrating
:the moft attrocious crimes——and .millions by being
traitened in their worldly circumftances, or chained
«down an a-bed of afliftion, are mercifully, though
-:againft theirinclinations, difenabled . from being pefls
.and nuifances to human fociety. Now from this
fingle -confideration it appears that phyfical evil, an-
fwers a -beneficent end in the moral world, in its
-prefent corrupt and degenerate ftate, and therefore
that it is wifely ordained and pefminedeto takeplace
-AEONg men.
- THAT phyfical evil, is the proper temedy of
.moral, is a truth fo agreeable to the reafon of men,
‘that Father Or1GEN, and after. him, - the celebrated
Sicur Ramfay, and, after them, she swiverfal re-
- denuptionifis, have imagined, that g/l pain, not.anly
in the prefent flate of trial, but alfo in-the fu-
.~ture fate-of resribution, will prove. medicinal and
falutary-to the fouls of men. Such fingers, they
“fuppefe, whiofe, ftubborn ;and -refraQory - fouls. haye
. ogt- been sedueed and . -humbled by the afflittions
. -of this life, t0 a grateful complianca with the terms
. of the. gofpel, .will be tuned into hell, -not as a flate
.1or. place of endlefs.-mifery,:but ,as a. farther ftate
« . :of trial and prabation; where, in proeefs. of. time,,the
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- aveight and duration of their torments will at length
work their moral cure 3 bend their ftubborn wills to
an entire fubmiffion to Gop, and bring them earneftly
to plead for, and thankfully to embrace, the offers
of his redeeming love. So that although hell, as a.
place of torment and moral difcipline for rebellious
{pirits, will continue an eternal receptacle for all the
rebellious fubjecs of Gop’s moral kingdom ; yet the
inhabitants of it will be releafed from time to time,
as their moral cures are perfe@ted.  And thusy they
imagine, that when moral evil is wholly rooted out
of Gobp’s rational creation, phyfical evil will alfo
ceafe, as being then ufelefs ; and the whole creation
of Gop will exult and triumph in confummate and
eternal bleffednefs, through the redemption and me-
diation of CxrisT, the glorious Redeemer.

TH1s is a fine and flattering {cheme, but [ do not
~ lay it before you as gofpel, as I think it, by no
means, clearly fupported by the~Chriftian fyftem.
I only alledge it as a fupernumerary proof of the
the reafonablenefs of the do&rine I have been ad-
vancing, and how confonant it is to the natural no- -
tions of men.

Now, if all afflition in the prefent ftate is me-
dicinal and falutary, how jult and reafonable is it.
that we fhould receive it, not only with flent fub-
miffion, but alfo with approbation and gratitude ?
If a fkilful phyfician prefcribed a very bitter and
difagreeable medicine, as abfolutely neceffary for
" reftoring our bodily health, would we not deem it
" our daty to receive it with grasitude, and blefs the

.
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" hand that adminiftered it ? But our fouls are pining
away under a mortal diforder, by which they muft
foon ‘inevitably perifh without an effeGtual remedy.
Gobp our all-wife and compaffionate phyfician, has
prefcribed the bitter cup of afflition to purge us of
our lufts, and to caufe us to naufeate and caft up
thofe finful pleafures, which we have long rolled
under our tongue as a {weet morfel, and fwallowed
with greedinefs. “* This cup, therefore, which our
Father hath given us, fhall we not drink it 2 True
indeed, ¢ No chaftening, no aﬂhé‘tlon, for the pre-
fent feemeth to be joyous, but grievous: neverthelefs
@fterwgrd it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righte-
oufnefs unto them that are exercifed thereby.”
¢ We have had fathers of our flefh which corre@ed
us, and we gave them reverence : fhall we not much
rather be in fubjection to the Father of our fpirits and

live 2 For they verily chaftened usa few days for
their own pleafure; but he for our profit, that we

. might be partakers of his holinefs. Let us’then

learn to be flill, and know that he is Gop I—Let

us humble ourfelves under the mighty hand of Gop, .

and he will exalt us in due feafon (g).”

2dly. We thould frequently confider and be firmly
perfuaded of this truth, that it is Gop who governs
the world, 'and who has an immediate hand in all the
afflictions which befal us. ¢ Affliion cometh not
forth of the duft, neither doth trouble fpring out of the
ground (5).” ¢ shall there be evil in a city,” fays

(£) Heb. xii, 6—11. Jamesiv,xe.  (3) Job.v. 6.
Voi. I. L
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the prophet, *“and the Lord hath not done it (7) ™
‘Whatever part fecond caufes may have in our afllic-
tions, yet this muft be allowed as a certain truth;
that all our naturalevils are permitted and difpofed by
Gob, and that Ais hand and providence thould be
acknowledged in all. Many were the fecond caufes
and inftraments of 7ob’s affliltions; Satan, the
Stbeans, the Chaldeans and his ancient friends all
confpired, and had, each of them, a hand in his ca-
Jamities ; and yet we fiid he look’d over and above
them all, and confidered his troubles as coming from
- ghe hand of Gop, and by the appointment of his
providence : ¢ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath
taken away.” A plain proof this of the interpofi-
tion of a particular protidence in evety event that
befalls us, and that not a fingle hair can fall from
our head, without the permiffion and appointment of

our Father in heaven (k)

Now this confidetation fhould compofe and quict
our minds under the heavieft loffes and afli®tions.
#¢Itis the Lord,” faid good old E/;, when he received
that dreadful denunciation of judgment againft his
houfe, * let him do what feemeth him good.”
s¢ Shall we receive good, fays 7ob, at the hand of
Gop, and fhall we not receive evil alfo?” And fo
David ; ** I was dumb and opened riot my fiouth,
becatfe thou, Lorp, didft it (/).” * Be ftill and
know that I am Gop !” HMeis Gop : this we thould
#now and eonfider, that as Gop and our Gop, he

(¢) Amos iif. (k) Job i. and ii. chapters, Matth,
(78 () x Sam. Jii, 18. Pfal. xxxix. 9,
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has a fovereign right to corre and deal with us as.
he fees fit, and therefore that it is the inof} criminal
kind of treafon in us to lift up a rebellious hgnd, or
“fuffer a difloyal thought to rife up in our minds a-
gainft hiny,
gdly. Uxper all our trials and aﬁ’hé’tqu, we
fhould not only confider Gon’s abfolute power and
fovereigaty over us, but alfo his other glorious go-
verning pe’rf,e&,ions; which muft needs render his
government amiable in our eyes, and our entire fub-
mifion to it perfedly reafonable. He is not only
the greate/t‘, but the b¢ff of Bemgs ¢ He is righ»
teous in all his ways, and holy in all his works, and
the fcepter of his kingdom is a righteous {cepter ().”
¢ He afliteth not willingly, neither grieveth the
children of men.” There muft be re¢/fon, fufficient
reafon, nay I had almolt faid abfolute necefity, for
~all the affli¢tions he lays upon us. He cannot poflibly
awrong or-injure his creatures by any of his difpenfa-
tions. He defigns the real and permanent good of*
his people, by all their affliGtions. They are inflicted
by the hand of a father, for the kindef} and wifefe
purpofes, and are made to work out for his people 2
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.
He is even reprefented as fympathizing with his peo-
Ple under them, with all the bowels of a tender
father, who relu@antly puts a child to pain for his
good: ¢ Asa father pitieth his children, fo the
Loenp pitieth them that fear him, He cenfidereth

(=) Phl. xlv. 6,
La '



124 SERMON V.

that we are but duft. He putteth our tears in a bot-
tle, having wiped them with a {ympathetic and com-
paffionate hand from our eyes, and in all our afflic-
tions, he is afftited, being grieved at the hardnefs of
our hearts, which renders them neceffary.”—Con-
fiderations thefe, which fhould render us not only
guict and fubmifive, but even thankful to Gop un-
der aftitions, as the tokens of his fatherly love,
and the peceffary means of our fan@ification.

4thly. We fhould confider that all the “erofles,
loffes and affli®tions which happen in our lot, are the
very things which, as Chriftians, we pray for, Do
we not pray that Gop’s will may be done 4y us, in
us, and upor us? 1 do not mean that we pray for
evil, as fuch: but do we not pray that Goo would
take us under his care and government, and that he
would difpofe of us, and order the whole ftate of
our affairs for the beft ;—that he would chaften us
in love, and reprove us for our iniquities, and bring
*us home to himfelf in that way which appears beft
to his infinite wifdom ? And yet fhall we find fault
when he deals with us, as children ?—We firft
confent that he fhould govern us; beg that he would
take us under his care, and then, by a ftrange incon-
filtency, take upon us to cenfure his adminiftration !

sthly, "AnD to conclude: In all our afflictions
we fhould look unto Jesus the great high prieft of
eur profeffion, who for the joy that was fet before
him, endured the crofs, defpifing the fhame. He
bas fet us a glorious example of patience, magnani-
mity, fortitude, and perfelt refgnation under afflic~
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tions, that we fhould follow his fteps. What kind
of phyfical evi/ did he not ‘encounter in their moft
diftrefling forms, although perfe@ly innocent and un~
deferving ? And yet * when he was reviled, he re-
viled not again ;~—when he fuffered, he threatened
not,” Under the moft terrible calamity which ever
fell upon human nature, he fhewed the moft aftonifh-
ing inftance of refignation which was ever exerted
by a human foul ; ¢ Father, if it be poffible let this
cup pafs from me :——neverthelefs, not my will, but
thine be done ! Father, forgive them; they know
not what they do !”

AND, indeed, my friends, it is only from Him
that we can receive that blefled temper which will
enable us both to do, and fubmit to, the divine will,
in every inftance of it. O that we might wait upon
him continually for the fupplies of this good fpirit,
and for that grace and ftrength which may be fuffi-
cient in every time of need. Then wiklicbe as
our meat and as our drink, both to do, and Submit
10, the will of opr Father which is in heaven, Amen.

L3
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The Chriftian Philofophy of the heart:
and eof the tongue, in two fermons;,

from.
~ JamMEesiii. 13.—18.

Who is a wife man, and endued with knowledge

v amongt you? Let him fbew out of a good con~
verfation his works with meeknefs of wifdoms
But if ye haue bitter envying. and firife in
your hearts, glry not, and. lie nat aguainft:
the truth. This &c. &c..

SERMON,L

« BE not- hiafty in. thy, fpirit-to be angry,” fays:
the wife preacher.: * For anger refteth in-
the bofom of fools ().”—Many a ra/b, hafly, paf--
Jfonate, violent man in the world thinks himfelf very
aife ; yea and jultifies his pafion as a proof and evi-
dence of his wifdom. He is apt to fay, with Fomab,;
“ Yea I do well to be angry, even unto death, & -

(@) Ecclef. vii, on. e
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Rave good reafon for my paffion. No man, that has
the fpirit of a man, can bear it. He muft be a fame
Jfool indeed, who would not be revenged for fuch an
affront as this I”—=And then, with regard to his
. meck neighbour, who has learnt fo much of the Chrif-
tian temper as to put up with an injury, and forgive
it, he is apt to fay reproachfully *’ fuch an one is
a fool—a coward—a poltron. Were it my cafe,
I would be revenged’; I would give railing for rail-
ing, reproachful language for reproachful language,
and he fhould dearly fuffer for his infolence !”
TH1s, my brethren, is the wifdom of this world s
that wifdom which is earthly, fenfual, devilifb. But
it is not the wifdom of Gop : it is not the wift
dom of the gofpel: it is utterly inconfiltent with
_the mecknef; and gentlenefs of Chriff. The wife
man gives all the abettors of this wifdom #4e /ie with-
out ceremony, and roundly affirms that he is a _fool
who is of a bafly fpirit, and in whofe bofomn anger
refleth,  Anger refleth in the bofom of fools.
' ANGER is often Jawful and necefary. "We ought,
frequently to be angry with ourfelves.—Often we
bave reafon to be angry with others,~—Nay, fuch is
human weaknefs and infirmity on the one hand, and
the teazing incidents which furround us en the other,.
that even- the wif¢, the good man is not feldom:
tempted to be angry upon the fightef? caufes, and a-
bove the due meafure, But anger refeth not, abideth
not in his bofom. He cherifheth not the angry,
wrathful, revengeful thought.—He broodeth not up-
en it.—He hatcheth not the cockatrice’s egg. He

)
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fuffereth not the venom to rankle and fefler in his
foul, fo as to ruin his peace, deftroy his charity, and
drive him to unjuft, cruel and revengeful a&ions,
His wifdom fhews him the unbappinefi, the folly,
the danger, the wickednefs of this temper and con-
duc. He feels that his foul is difordered, diflocated
and poifoned ; that he can neither with peace pray to
his Gop, nor think, fpeak or do good to his neigh-
_ bour while this hellith paffion is cherithed; and
therefore, if pofible, he letteth not the fun go dowsp
on bis wrath, And good reafon: for what if Gop
fhould cut him off while he is meditating revenge in
the night watches ?—What if the devi/ fhould bg
permitted to take the advantage of him, and work
wp his paffion to purpofes of murder before the morn-
ing light *—How can he pray Gop to forgive him,
as be forgives kis neighbour >—How can he be faid
.to forgive his neighbour, while he means to do him a
mifchief }=—And would he have Gop ¢4us to forgive
bim ? .

No, no: anger refteth in the bofom of fools 5
of people who neither know their duty to Gop, to
‘their n;{gbbom;, nor to shemyfelves.—Not to Gop :
for he requires us to be of a gentle, meck, loving
and forgiving difpofition, and to forgive our neighbour,
as we hope for forgivennels from him.—Not to
their neighbour : for we are required to love him as
ourfelves ; to do good toall men ; to Jove, forgive,
pray for, and do good evem to.our enemies; to ren-
der good for evil, and blefling for curfing :—but
San we perform asy of thefe duties to our neighbous
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.while we heartily hate him ; while we cannot bear
to fee him ; while we have bitter envying and ftrife -
in our hearts againft him; .while we aGtually feek
and devife in our hearts to hurt him, and while an~

ger refleth in our boforns towards him ?—Not to

" ourfelves : for by the indulgence of this temper we
deftroy the pasce and charity of our fouls, and indu-
bitably feal our own damnation. ‘

Bur let the O/d Teffament be tried and judged
by the New : let Solomon the Fewifh preacher,
‘be tried and judged by Fames the Chriffian apofile.

In this epiftle we have a noble fyflem of Chrif-
tian Philofophy ; and this chapter may be faid to
contain the philofophy of the fongue and of the
beart.

It would feem that in Fames’s time, as well as
in ours, there were a great many perfons who boaft-
ed of their religious awifdom, knowledge and profef=
Sion, while they thought that their tongues were at-
liberty to rail, abufe, backbite, flander, curfe and
fwear—and their hearts to hatch, conceive and
brood envy, malice, rancour and bitternefs, To
fuch fort of people, Fames thus addreffes himfelf.—

““ Ir any man among you feemeth to be religi-
ous, and bridleth not his tongue, but decciveth his
own heart, that man’s rehglon is vain.” A curfing,
[fuwearing, ‘railing, abufive Chriftian, is as great a
joke, as a Aol devil, Such a man only feems to be
religious, but is mot, His religion, in all its noify
pretences, is vainy and he only deceiveth his owa
heart, by imagining that he hath one fingle grain of
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true Chriftianity, As the tongue is the index of the
heart; fo the tongue that is full of bitter, blafphe-
mious, reproackful, flanderous words proves to a de-
montration that the heart, from which this lan-
guage flows, is full of rancour, malice, and every
deadly poifon, and confequently void of every fpark
of true religion.” .

AxD then, after fhewing, in the beginning of thig
chapter, the venom, danger, malignity and ungovers-
ablenefs of an evil tongue; and the abfurdity of
fuppofing that the Aeart can be good ‘where the
tongueis /o bad ; how inconfiftent it is for one mouth:
and oge tongue both to b/ef; and curfz ;—how im-
poffible it is for one and the fame fountain to fend
forth both bitter waters and fweet —and how an
ill tongue being inftigated by the devi/ and puthed on
by hellith paffions, draws the whole body into fin,
and fets all on fire and confufion areund it, occafion-
ing every kind of calamity and mifchief in the fociety
of men.—He then comes to thew how 3 Chriftian -
ought to manifelt zr4e wifdom and knowledge. -

“ You boaft of your wifdom and knowledge,
fays he: you think yeurfelves very wife and very
knowing Chriflians.~—Well then, let me challenge
fuch to manifelt and difplay thefe talents, Who is
a wife man and pofiefled with knowledge among you?
let fuch an ene fhew out of a good converfation his
works with meeknefs of wifdom, and then I fhall
believe him.”

THEY meant to fhew their great knowledge and
mighty wifdom, by cenfuring and contending with
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their brethren; by fpeaking uncharitably of them
and abufing them. But the apoftle fhews them azo-
ther and a better way of giving proof of their wif-
dom and knowledge—-even by ‘good works—a mild,
gentle, forgiving converfation, and #he meekmj.'r of
awifdom.

¢ MeexNEss of wifdom,”’—=~Chriftian wifdom
is a meck thing; not noify, bluftering, paffionate,
contentious, cenforiousy but meek and gentle, bum-
ble and patient, delighting to pafs over an injury, to
forgive an offence, and to do good even to an enemy.
‘This is the aifdom of CurisT ; the wifdom of true
Chriflians 3 and it is eafy to fee how very different a
thing it is from the wifdom of this world, that wifdom
which is mof? in vogue !

“ Bur, fays the apoﬂle, if ye have bitter envying
a0d ftrife in your hearts, glery not, and lie not again(t
the truth,”—How fadly has the devi/ blinded the
niinds of finners, when they can glory in the moft
bellith of all paﬂ' ons—** Bitter envying and ftrife in
their hearts ?’——And yet is not this the commoneft
thing in the world ?~—How many even glor;y,m this
temper, and that under the notion of its being a very -

drave, wife and worthy accomplithment ?—Go to
* many men—tell them it is unchriffian and unmanly
to live in frife and enuvy with their neighbour—
befeech them to corres? and mortify thefe maligoant
tempers, and to do every thing that they may and
sught to procure reconciliation, and to re-eftablith
Peace, charity, harmony and friend/bip—and what
is generally the fruit of your labour ?~—Either they
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alledge that the fault is not theirs, when it really iss
and that they have ufed all proper methods to obtain
the defireable bleffing of peace, when they really have
mot :—or—which is much more common—they
¢urn pale with anger, and account you their enemy
for not approving and juftifying the wickednefs of
their temper.  * What ? fay they, would you have
me /o mean as to pocket fuch an affront as this with-
out revenge, and yet pretend to be my friend? If
" you were indeed my friend, you would affift me in’
taking vengeance ! You would hate the man that I
hate ; envy the man that I eovy, and abufe the man
whom I abufe—you would advife me never to put
up with fuch an injury, nor forgive it! What ? Ifeek
peace with Aim! I be reconciled with bim ! with
Juch a fellow, who has fo affronted me!—No; I
have more Jpirit [more pride, more malice, more
envy, he fhould have faid]—-than all that comes to !
Gonp forbid I fhould be fo mean-fpirited as to put up
* with fuch an infult! I will aever forgive him as long
as 1live. Ido well to be angry, even unto death.”
Anp pray who is the criminal objec of all this
wrath and indignation—the unhappy viftim of all
this premeditated vengeance 3—Perhaps your Chri/-
tian brother! Perhaps, one with whom you actually
hold Chriftian communion, and fit down with him at
the table of the LorD ! Perhaps one whom you have
once highly efteemed and loved, and whom you have
fiill equal reafon to efteem and love ! Perhaps one to
whom you have been under mazny ¢[fential obligations,
and yet one frifling error onnegledt; it may be, one
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graundleﬁ fufpicion has cancelled them all ! Perhaps
one who is heartily forry that he has offended you,
and who would gladly be recondiled to you on G’/mﬁ-
tian terms! Perhapsone, whom, within afew,months
hence, when the turbulence of your paffion is fub~
fided and yous temper is Chriffianized, you will Jove
. and carefs as much if net more than ever you did ;
and will you not shen be forry and g/bamed that you .
have, but a few months ago, abufed and calumnt=.
et¢d this man, and cherifhed bitter envying and frife
in your heart againft him ! Perhaps (O affefting
thought !) one with whom you will dwell in the high-
eft, pureft and fweetelt endearments of heavenly
friendthip through all eternity !

Thus do thofe who have bitter envying and
ftrife in their hearts, often glory in their fbame and
Jie againft the truth, by calling thefe hellith tempers,
«wifdom, and boping to get to heaven with them.

But how dreadfully are they deceived ? * This
kind of wifdom, adds the apoftle, is not from above ;”
~—is not that Chriffian, heavenly wifdom which
cometh down as the gift of Gob into the hearts of
men, by the influences of the Holy Spirit, On the
contrary, it is ““earthly, fenfual, devili/b.” Ttcomes
from the carnal corruption and depravity of men’s
nature; from their proud, fenfual, hellith paffions,
“and from the influence and agency of the devi/, who
now ruleth in the hearts of the children of difobedi-
ence. Indeed it is the very temper of the devi/ him-
felf, and his proper /ikenefs and image, by which bis
ckildren may be moﬁ cenamly diftinguithed from

Vor. L M
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“the children of Gop. For, as a kind, benevolent,
weerciful, compaffionate, forgiving temper, is called
with great propriety a Gop-LIkE temper; it being
the glorious tempér and chara&er of Gop himfelf:
fo the very oppofite to this, namely, a wrathful, en-
vious, malicious, revengeful temper is as properly
termed devilifh ; it being the very charaeriftic tem-
per of that malignant {pirit who is the enemy of all
good.

SucH wifdom therefom, as the apoftle juftly ob-
{erves, defcendeth not from above, but is earthly,
Jfenfual, devilifh, and therefore utterly incompatible
with . the Chriftian temper and fpirit, which is of
heavenly original and defcent, and affimulateth” the
human mind to the temper of Gop himfelf, whofe
off-fpring it is, both by creation and regeneration,

Now that this is, in plain Englith, a devili/h tems-
per, may be clearly demonfirated by its fruits and
«confequences :  For, adds the apoftle, where envy
‘and ftrife is, there is confufion and every evil work.”.
—And will this admit of a difpute ?—Let us very
briefly confider the influence of envy, malice and firifo,
firfl, on thofe who unhappily poffefs thefle tempers
r—and fecondjy, on the public in general.

1{t. O thofe who unhappily poflefs thefe tempers,

THE envious, malicious man labours under a con~
tinua) sedic of the mind. He pines inwardly at e-
very man's happinefs and profperity. His foul is
ever boiling with rage againft fome rea/ or fuppofed
enetny. Every trifling affront, or fhadow of an af-
£ropt, ruins his peace, and fets his fpinit all on firg, -
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Every other man’s honour, profperity, or happinefs,
is his mifery, adverfity and torment. He mult needs
have always a number of enemies : for every man
whom he hates, or whom, on the lighteft fhadow of
- pretence he fufpe@s to be his enemy, he deems fuch ;
and it is of the nature of malice never freely or
avkolly to forgive an injury. - And as his fuppofed
enemies are always numerous, fo he hates them all
with-a gerfect batred, and is ready to Aurt them, or
to rejoice in their misfortunes, Now, while 2 man’s
heart is thus tintured with malice and envy, itisim-
poffible he thould do any Chriftian office or duty to
any whom he thus malicioufly hates. He can neither -
perform the duties of jfuffice or charity to fuch
of his peighbours, He can ncither heartily pray
JSor them, nor pity them. If prudence at any time
obliges bim to fpzak well of them, it is in a flingy
niggardly manner, and you can perceive his malice
even in his commendations. Hé cannot even bear
. to hear them well fpoken of, or common juftice
done them, by others. He cannot think of them,
but with indignation and contempt. - With a ma-
licious pleafure he hears of their faults, and ag-
gravates them. If any man, poflefled of his own
fpirit, abufes, traduces or vilifies them, be bugs and
embraces that man as his bef? friend : and if his very
beft and trueft friend attempts to fpeak a word in
their vindication, from thenceforth he accounts that
man as one of his greateft enemies. Hence it comes
to pafs, that the envious, malicions man evef has
the misfortune of choofing the worft of men for his
M 2
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- friends—mnamely, fiich who-will either flatter him in
his vices, and approve and commend his envious
temper ;—or fuch who themfelves ipherit 24is tem-
per. The malicious man’s friends muft either be
malicious, or at leaft bafely pretend tobe fo: if not,
the bond of friendfhip is quickly broken, and they are
fure of his difpleafure;

+ 2dly, WHAT confufion and evil avork do envy
and {trife make in human fociety ? Bitter envyingand
fdfe in the heart, often break out into. bitter, pro-
vokng' and reproachfuk language, which is generally
fucceeded by viclent and inpurious actions; Hence
whole neighbourhoods are fet on fire. Very friends
are feparated, and made enemies. Scanduls arefpread:
The peace of families deftroyed. Hence quarrels;
evil furmifings ; noify contentions; troublefome and
expenfive law fuits; bloodfhed ; death; the ruin
and defolation of families ; an entire embargo laid on
every Chriftian and friendly office; confufion and e-
very evil werk in-this life; and a congenial hell ia
the life to come !

MusT not, therefore, bitter envying and ftrife in’
the heart. be devilifh tompers, when their natural
fruits and effecs are fo diabolical #—=Syrely,

“ Bur, fays the apoftle, that wifdom which is
[from above ;”"—which hath Gop for its author,
bappinefs for its portion, and heaven for its end—
¢ is _fir/t purs”—free from all knavifh cunning, and
lewd, unchafte defires ;—*‘¢ Then PEACEABLE,”—
Bot proud, rigid and overbearing ; but mild, humble
and condefcending ;. receding fromits own ftri& rights
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in order to peace; averfe to animofity and conten-
tion ; feeking reconciliation, and eafy to be reconci-
Jed :—*“ centTLE alfo ;”=—=not rude and boifterous,
but meck and lowely ; hearkening patiently to rea-
fon, and making juft allowances for human frailty and
weaknefs :—*“fullof mercy and Goop work 83—
compafhionate towards the offending party, and ready
to meet him 4alf:wway where he difcovers anyfymp-
toms of a right difpofition (even as Gob is reprefent-
ed to a& towards the penitent, returning progigaf ;)
_ready to fhew his offending brother, by gaod awpris
and #ind offices, that he hath perfe/?ly forgiven him
and is perfz?ly reconciled to him, without any re-
maining /pirit of revenge, or unbrotherly co/dnefi and
referve :=—wITHOUT PARTIALITY, adds the apof~
tle ;—in the original it is, without PRYING or CEN«
SORIOUSLY JUDGING.

Mavice is a fharp-fighted, cenforious vice ; itis
ever pecping and prying into our neighbour’s cha-
raéter and condu&, in order to fpy cut fault}. And
when it has found one, it always aggrevares and
doubles it, Its judgments againft its neighbour, are
always ra/b, or partial, or both. The malicioufly
cenforious man efpies a mote in his brother's eye
where there is none ; and where there is one, he mag-
nifies it into a beam.

Bo true Chriftian wifdom——that wifdom which is
from above, and which is always uander the influence
and guidance of charity, is without partiality. It
cures the foul of that prying, cenforious, fault-finding
difpofition, Inftead of looking narrowly for faults in

M3
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.our mneighbour’s chara&er, it is ready to excogitate
apologies-and excufer for things which feem dosbiful
and fu/picious, and to cover real faults with a cloak:
of charity. Confidering its own aveaknefs and im=
perfetions, it the more readily pardons the faults of
others. It is ready to put the very beft conftruc-
tion on the condud of its neighbour, and to belicve
all things, and hope all things, in his favour, It
thinks no evil ; furmifes no deep laid ill-defign ia
its neighbour, without the faireft proof. It is rea-
dy to fay—* The man was led into miftake—or .
was furprized by paflion—or was overpowered by
temptation—or perhaps, he did ic ignorantly or
rafbly, without confidering the confequences : for,
furely, he could never do fuch a thing delibe-
rately, or with the full purpofe of his will. "Ory
if he did, I might myfelf have committed the like
error, under the like temptation. Let me therefore
forgive my- offending brother, as 1 would expe&t
forgivennels from him in the like circumftances;
I, who.daily tempt and provoke the moft high
- Gop, hope for pardon and forgivennefs for tex thour
Jand aggravated offences ; and fhall I not forgive my
brother this fingle trefpafs 2’—Tbis, my-brethren, is
the charater of Chriffian. wifdsm—of that wifldom
which is from above :—and furely a beavenly and
divine one it is! Who is not charmed by fo divine
a form? What foul would not be allured by fuch &
wifdom as this > A '
THe apoftle then clofes the chapter, by thewing
e Aappingf; of thofe who.have this heavenly wif>-
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dom which leads to peace; and the amiablenefs and
afefulnefs of the peace-maker, who heals the unhappy
breaches of fociety, by fowing the feeds: of peace, be-
nevolence, and happinefs among men.” ¢‘ The fruit
of righteoufnefs is fown in- peace, of them that make:
peace,”’——And .

1. Twuere is a happinefs refulting from this.
wifdom itfelf to all- who poflefs it. A peaccable tem-
per is a righteous, and therefore a bappy, temper.
“ The fruit of righteoufnefs and true happinefs, is
. fown in peace, and will affuredly fpring up-from this
precious feed, * Bleffed, fays Chrift, are the meek:;
for they fhall inherit the earth (4).”

Trose who are of a meck, bumble, m:xful chaw
ritable, forgiving difpofition, are the only pes/fosms
who can be faid to have any true comfort or felf-en-
joyment upen earth. They indeed alone inberit the
earth, with allits innocent comforts and virtuous pléa-

Jures, without alloy. They are happily ftrangers to -

that corroding malice and envy, which: eat the very
beart out of other men’s enjoyments. Their temper
and condu& make friends often of their moft invete-
rate enemies, And eyen if they cannot always over~
come evil by good, yet the very confcioufnefs that they
endeavour to do it, gives them a heart-felt fatisfation,
which is not diflurbed by any malicious, revengeful
thought or defign. While other men are embroil’d
in contentions, thefe metrenjoy peace with themfelves
and their neighbours, which can only. be leffened.by

(&) Matth..v. s..
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beholding and pitying the fully and mifery of thofe
around them who are tortured on the rack of eovy, or
tofs’d on the tempeftuous ocean of contention and
ftrife, .
2dly. THERE is a bappine/s refulting to fuch as
are inftrumental jn reconciling angry brethren, and
re-eftablithing peace and good-will among men. He
who makes peace, fows the feed of righteoufmefs, and
muft needs be sappy in his work. Peace-making isa
blefled werk, to the perfon who labours in it; to the
parties reconciled, and to the world in general. He
that makes peace, fows the frnit of righteoufnefs ;
ftops the progrefs of iniquity, and prevents a multi-
tude of fins, * Bleflfed, fays CHrEsT; are the peace-
-makers ; for they fhall be called the children of
Gop (c).” And well, indeed, do they deferve to be
fo called, fecing they béar-one of the moft amiable
Araits of his moral image.
. WhuiLe thofe who, by flander, backbiting, and
other envious and malicious praices, fow the feeds
of mutiny; contention and firife in the werld, and
either.make breaches among men, or widen them and
prevent them from being healed among Chriftian bre-
thren, richly deferve to be called children of the
devil ; becaufe they imitate his mott malignant tem-
per, and do his aworf} awork :—fo peace-matkers ;
thofe who endeavour to undo this avork of the devil;
~——to bring brethren together in unity ; in offices of
mutual love and good-will, merit the appellation of

- (¢) Matth. v. g
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e children of Gon. As the former dre faflors for
the devil, fo thefe are agents for Gob in the world;
bearing a bright refemblance of that amiable Being,
who delights to be known by the endearing name of
the Gop oF reacE; and who did {6 much to recon-
cile guilty finners #o bimfelf, and to each other, and to
eftablith peace upor earth, and good will towards meny

THE value of the peace-makdr is known by the
" fruit of his labour. He aims at premoting righteouf-
pefs, and if he is fuccefsful, he obtains it. “ The
fruit of righteoufnefs is fown in peace, by them that
make peace, fays the apoftle,” As fure as the feedy
of peace which he fows, take root and grow up, they
bring forth the fruit of righteoufnefs.—If therefore
Be who diligently fows good feed in the ground, for
the purpofes of fupporting and comforting human
life, ought to be efteemed a ufeful man to fociety ;—
how much more he who, by preventing difturbances
and healing differences among brethren, fows the
peaceable feeds of righteoufnefi 2

He who, either by open flanders, or fly whifpers
and innuendo’s, breaks the bond of mutual love and
good-will amobg neighbours, may be fitly compar’d
to the devil; that enemy in the parable, who, while
men were afleep, came and fow’d tares in the field to
* fpoil the wheat and ruin the good hufbandman’s har-
veft,—You fee two men cold and difaffeted to each
other. They fhun each others company. When they
are accidentally together, either a fullen filence reigns,
or angry looks and abufive language. When they
fpeak. of cach. other elfewhere, it is. either with the
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molt poignant malice, ot with a flingy, fufpicious re-
ferve. Thro’ bitter envying and ftrife in their hearts,
their difaffection increafes with time. A wound which
might have been eafily healed at the firlt, fpreads, and
rankles, and becomes almoft incurable. Inftead of be-
ing reconciled, they become more wnforgiving, and
mutually defpife and reje@t every expedient for re-
pairing the breach.—Would you know the reafon of
all this ?~—It may be, indeed, that fome mifunder-
JSlanding ;—fome hafly, paffionate, unguarded word,
or fome trifling provocation, has laid the foundation
of this quarrel—but depend upon it, 4N ENEMY
HATH BEEN THERE! fome cvil-minded, loofe-
tongued, go-between, hath blown up the coals of con-
tention into a flame, and made that which was, at firft,
but a flight and fuperficial cut, a dangerous, mor-
#al wound.—Some perfon (out of great friendfhip
and good will, no doubt !) hath told one of the par-
ties what his adverfary has /zid and done againft him;
and, inftead of fof2ening, hath aggravated, every cir-
cumftance of the difpute ;~—very modefily obferving,
in the mean while; I could tell you a great deal
more, but I never like to make f(trife; and if I can do
no goad, 1 fhall do no barm :”——and then infinuating
-in a very Chriffian manner ;= Surely you can
- never put up with fuch an affront as this !”’——Another
friend does the fame 4indnefs to the other party : and
thus are very friends fometimes halloo’d on by frife-
makers, to irreconcileable and incurable contentions !
Now, how blefed and truly bomourable is the
office of the peace-maker, who, by building peace and
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enutual good-will on the mins of thefe quarrels, often

begun, and always fomented, by fPrife-makers, fows- ~

the peaceable feeds of righteoufnefs among men, and
deftroys all thofe ditter and poifonous fruits of malice
and envy which thofe quarrels have produced, to the
eternal ‘fcandal and confufion of human fociety #~— -
and what fools, and dupes, and enemies to their own
peace and happinefs are thofe unhappy perfons whe
hearken to, and encourage, thofe wretched creatures
called f#rife-makers, and who are halloo’d on by them
%o a continual {tate of warfare with their neighbours ?
~—Whenever human creatures, of either fex, are
found to be infeéted with this diforder of the tongue,
they thould be marked and fhunn’d as the peftilence;
as the common pefts and nuifances of human fociety ;
‘whofe tongues are fires; avorlds of iniquity 5 fetting
on fire the courfe of nature, being themfelves fet om
fire of bell!—Alas! perfons will find it hard drud-
*pery enough to follow ‘the impulfe of their own un-
‘weafonable prejudices, paffions and follies ; —and
«nuch more, furely, to be dupes and flaves to the pafe
Sons, prejudices, and follies of other ill defigning
‘perfons, who generally enjoy a hearty and malicious
Sfreer at the difturbances and diffra@ions whih they
‘themfelves occafion !—but blcfled is the peace maker
=——and bleffed are they who hearken to overtures of
peace and reconciliation ; who feek peace and enfue
it, and account fcarce any thing too dear to purchafe ’
4o valuable a bleffing !
THE peace-maker {ows the feeds of ngheotyneﬁ,
a2y, and of bappinefi too,



144 SERMON VI

I navE been at variance with many of my peigh-
bours. This unhappy ftrife has been long fomented
and kept up by the voice of flander., How have I
enjoyed myfelf all this while ?—Have 1 not felt my -
{oul full of diforder ?—1I never think of thefe men,
but with pain. I never fpeak of them, but with an-
ger and contempt. 1 pever fee them, but with ras-
cour and éndignation. 1 cannot pray for them, or
do them good, with a right and charitable frame of
fpirit.  Perhaps I a@ually wi/b and do them evil! all
this is awickednefs ! 1 4now and feel it to be fo by the
diforder and énguéetude of my foul. My reafon and
confcience remonftrate, and bear witnefs that it is
awrong. I have no peace ; can bave no Jfelf-appro-
dation in this courfe ! I kaow I fhould not have this
gemper evea t0 an enemy ; yet I'aQually have it to
ooe who, perhaps, deferves a better name! But what
Chriftian peace; what heavenly hope can 1 entertain
under the confcioufnefs of this avicked, unchrifiiam
temper —none~——no, no—my own heart condemns
me—and fo does Gop, who is greater than my heart,
and who knoweth and judgeth all things !

In this wretched fituation the peace-maker finds
e and my wnbappy neighbours, and, like an angel
_¢f Gop he pities us, and, by prudent counfel and
healing methods, he brings us together, and heals the
wound from the very bottom.

Now behold the blefled fruits of £appmcf: which
fpring from thefe feeds of peace which he hath fown !
—at the very moment of reconciliation with my
neighbour, my heart feels a ¢ranfport of joy, which
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proves itlelf to be divine by the approbation it ob»
tains from my reafon and confeience. My foul feels
a fudden impulfe of peace and 24/e, which may be
fitly reprefented by that pleafing fenfation which a
patient feels when a long diflocated joint flides into
its focket—or when a perfon experiences prefént eafe
after long and fevere agony and torture, This is at
“once a proof that my foul had been defore in an un-
natural, difordered, diflocated ftate ; and that peace,
fove, and good-wiff is the true place of its ref? and
bappinefs.
- _Ir the breach is foundly made up, the man whom
the /af? hour 1 hated, 1 now love—and perhaps love
him with the greafer fervency and ardour, in recom-
pence for my long, unnatural hatred ! him, whom
lately I could not behold but with indignation, 1 now
behold with the eyes of demevolence and friend/bip !
—-him whom lately I fbunwed as the plague, I now
meet with pleafure, embracg with cordiality, and give
bim the right band of fellowfhip !—him whom late-
Iy I was difpofed to curfe, as an enemy, I now affec-
tionately pray for, as a dear brother I—him whom
fately I could not mention but with the bitternefs of
-conitempt, 1 now {peak of Aindly and refpectfully, and
am pleafed to hear others do the fame !—him whom
lately 1 was difpofed to art and injure, and the
flory of whofe misfortunes I heard with a malignant
pleafure, Yam now ready to belp and afiff by all the
offices of Chriftian friendthip, and to drop the tear
of condolence at the tale of his woes !—1 look back
on my former evil temper with fbame, grief, indig-
Voi. L ' N
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@ation and repentance !—-1 wonder and am afbamed
to think how 1 could have been fo long fuch an ene-
my to my own peace ; and why I had not fooner
fought after and purfued the things awhich made for
prace !—1I abhor myfelf, and repeat in duft and afhes,
-that I fhould have fo long foftered and cherithed bit-
ter envying and ftrife in my heart ;—and thould have
fo long continued a flave to the devi/, and a dupe to
evil men, :

THESE, my brethren, are fome of the blefled
fruits of righteoufnefs and happinefs, which are fown
in peace, by them that make peace. TFhe general
jmprovement of the fubje, I muft leave for another
opportunity. May the Gob of peace, accompany
what has been now delivered, with a divine and ef-
fetual blefling, and to his ngme fhall be the praife,
4’,’”}’) ‘
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SERMON VI

The Chriftian Philofophy of the heart
- and of the tongue, in two fermons,
from /' -

JamMeEs it 13.~—18,

Who is a wife man, and endued with knowledge,
among ft you? Let him fbew out of a good con-

* werfation his works with meeknefs of wifdom.
But if ye have bitter envying and firife in -
your hearts, glry not, and lie not againft
the truth, This wifdem &c,

SERMON 1.

IN a former difcourfe fronr thefe words, I obferved
that this chapter exhibits the philofophy of the
tongue and of the beart, It not only reftrains .the
Chriftian tongue from curfing, fwearing, ftrife, calum-
ny, flander and all the fins peculiar toit; but, that
it may the more effe@ually do this, it Peftrains the e-
vil paffions-and diabolical tempers of the heart, which
minifter fuel to the tongue, and caufe it to tranfgrefs.
More efpecially, it fets a dreadful mark upon: bister -
N2
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envying and firife in the heart, which are the four-
ces of fome of the moft mifchievous evils in fociety ;
occafioning eonfufion among mankind, and cvery evil
avork,

I oBsERvED that what feems to have given oc-
cafion to the ftritures in our text and context, was
the prevalence of an evil fpirit amorig thofe profeffors
of Chriltianity, to whom St Fames addrefles this e-
piltle. Many of them, it feems, who made a Sourifh-
ing profeffon, and pretended to high degrees of
Chriftian knowledge and wifdom, were notwithftand-
ing very emvioas and mralicious in their tempers, and
very uncharitable and unguarded in their words and
expreflions. This called up all the apoftle’s zza/ and
© Saithfulnefr, to warn them of the impropricty, in-
sonfifiency and danger of fuch a condu@t—and to
excite them to another and a better way of giving
proof of their Chriftian wifdom.  Who, fays he,
is a wife man, and endued with knowledge among
you ? Let him fhew out of a good converfation,
his works with meeknefs of wifdom.”—He then
warns all fuch of them as were under the influence
of a different temper and fpirit, not to deceive them~
{elves by fondly imagining they were true Chriftians
~—not to boaft and glery in fuck a temper and con-
‘dud, as though it were awifé and becoming—not to
lie againft the truth; to brazen it out againft the
cleareft convi@ion, by juftifying fuch a temper in
themfelves, and much lefs, by palming it upon Chrif~
tianity ; which would be making their crime fo much
the greater.—But, fays he, if, inftead of having
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‘this meeknefs of ifdom ; this loving, charitable,
mild, peaceable, gentle, forgiving temper of mind;
ye have bitter envying and firife in your hearts a-
gaint each other, glory not in it, and Jie not againft
the truth, by thinking or ealling it Chriftian wifdom :
~—for this awifdom, if indeed it muft be called by t4at
mame, is not from above; is not the offspring of @
renewed natare and hzavenly temper ; butis earth-
b, fenfual, devilifh.. And that it is fo, adds the a-
pofltle, is clear from its fruits: * For where envy
and ftrife is, there-is confufion and every evil work.”
So that as the nature of a tree is known from the qua~
lity of its fruit; the nature of principles is known
from the actions and effets which they naturally and
uniformly producé. Thefe hellifh tempers are a con-
tinual fource of difguietude and mifery to thofe who
poflefs them, and kindle £rife, confufion and conten<
#jon all around them,

THE apoftle then draws the beautiful portrait of
true Chriftian wifdom.—* But the wifdom which is:
from above;” that wifdom which, as Chriffians, youw
fhould Iabour to poffefs and fhew in all your conver=
. fation-and deportment——** is firlt pure, then peace<
able, gentle, and eafy to be intreated, full of mercy
,and good Sruits, without partiality and wuhout by=
pacrg[y

AND then the apoﬂle puts the finithing hand to this’
fine and juf piece of moral painting, by crayoniny” -
out the fair and blefled fruits of - peace-making ::
“¢ The fruit of righteoufnefs is fown in peace, of
them that make peace.”’—As confufion and every

. N 3 )
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cvil awork, is the natoral fruit of an emvieus, firife-
making temper; fo thé fruit of rigbteoufne]'r—(of
peace, love, amiy, friendfbip, and all the dutics and

good. offices Blowing frem thefc)—is fown in peace, by

them that make peage.

Fuiwry, plainly and faithfully to explain thefe
verfes, was the bufiaefs of the foregoing difcourfe,—
But will it be faid, that this is a difcourfe witbout an
objec? ;——that it is unfeafincble and loff in a fociety
where peace and barmony reigs, and whese the pale-
faced fury of envy and contention, with her hollow
eyes and haggard looks, has not been able to make
ker entrance, with coofufion and every evil work in
ker train? :

Long, very long, may this be the doaf? and glory
of this little fociety. Long may brotherly love pre-
vail, and pesfe® peace and. harmory undifturbed,
with all their lovely train of graces and blooming
fruits of righteoufnefs, prefide in every heart, and
dwell as the Jaw of kindne/r on every tongue ! O this
is the fair emblem. of beaven, where perfe? love not
ouly cafteth out fzar, but allo all maoner of flrife
and difcord, unfriendly coldrefs, and fufpicious jea-
loufy and diftruft ;=~—and where all the good and vir-
Inous, meet and mingle.fouls far ever !—This is alfo
the bright and lovely form of true Chriffianity. Byp
this all men would know that we. were in reality the
difciples of the BRINCE OF PRACK, if We loved one
anothér with a pure heart fervently; and the verp
Gop or reack would dwell with us, and give us
Peacein all ways and by all meanst
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't Am therefore willing that my hearers fhould
confider this fubject as an attempt in the prophylac-
2ic method :—rather as a preventive-of an evik which
may bappen, than a remedy for an evil which exiffs — .
But alas ! where is the'buman heart, in which thefe
enemies of human peace and human fociety have not
made a lodgement ? Bitter envying and firife are na~
tive tepants of the human heary, which is deceitful
above all things, and defperately wicked ; they are
born into this world with us; and are members of
that o/d man, which nothing can difarm and caft out,
but the fuperior, new-creating, all-transforming power
of régencrating, fan@ifying grace. Thefe diabolical
tempers may indeed Ke dormant in eur fouls for a fea-

_fon, being lulled and kept guict by a happy conflitu-

tional foftnefs of temper; in concurrence with a fe-
ries of fmooth, eafy and profperous circumftarnices of
life :=—but how quickly may fome crofs accident
soufe this fleeping lion iato all his mative fury and
sage? . Our latent corruptions need only a fpark of
temptation to kindle them into a blaze——and then
perhaps it is firlt known to ourfelves, and to the
world, what mines of corruption and i quuny lay con-
cealed in our hearts }

1 am oot confcious that I have faid one ﬁngle

" word on the fubje&, ‘which did not naturally and ak
moft unavoidably arife from the fenfe, fpirit, and
_ seaning of the text; nor have I defignedly concealed
_any thing which the fubje&@ naturally fuggefted. As
the chara@ers of the envious, bitter-fpirited, unfors
© giving and firife-makers, which are fo clearly found-
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ed upon the very words of our text, were drawn for
general ufe, for the ufe of myfelf and every one of
roy hearers, fo far as we may be concerned ; fo they
are general characiers : no particular perfon or per-
fons were intended to be pointed out in them, And
therefore I would be forry to think, that any indivi-
dual would fo far give thefe chara&ers to his neigh~
bour, as not to think they were equally defigned for
himfclf. The facred desk is the moft improper place
im the world for perform/ities——for venting the unhal-
lowed fire of private, perfonal anger and revenge !
Fhis would be to cherith, with a witnefs, that bitter
envying and ftrife in the heart, which it is the bufis
nefs of the Chriftian miniftry above all things to eradi«
* cate out of the human heart ; 'and to do it too in that
Jacred place which fhould breathe nothing but love;
and peace, and gentlenefs, and good-will towards
men! , R
Yer if we do draw general charadters at all, and
none will deny that this is an important part of ous’
duty, we muft draw them with a_ffrong and deter-
mined pencil, and mark them with alf their proper
Seatures ; otherwife we do nothing to the purpofe.
Can there, for inftance, be a ftronger piQure, than
that which the apoftle has drawn in .our text ?—
Now for a perfon, who handles this text, not to fil}
op the great out-lines which the apoftle has marked;
s wholly to /lofe the likenefi :—tis to handle the
word of Gop deceitfully, and not permit it to fpeak:
eut its genuine language.
1s, thercfore, | have been led, by the nature of the

-
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fubje&, to any diffinguifbed warmth or earncfinefs
in compofing and delivering it, I take the liberty to
declare that, as far as I know my own heart and its
~ motives and defigns, it proceeded not from any Jit-
ternefs of [pirit, but from as fervent a charity, and
as pure and Chriflian.a zeal, as 1ever felt in my life
_ for the good of my Chriftian brethren,
Some may perhaps think it a fine thing to have
the privilege of fcolding men out of the pulpit, as the
~ world affe@s to call it. But if you rightly knew and
confidered the pain and anxicty which fuch a tafk’
‘gives to bumane and confcientious men, you would as
much pity thofe upon whom this neceflity is develved;
as you would a tender-hearted furgeon, who hated
the bloody and cruel office of amputating limbs, and
yet was obliged to fubmit to it, in the way of his du-
ty, in order to fave the lives of his patients. St. Paud
once fonght with wild bealts at Epbefus; and faith-
ful minifters muft expe& to encounter with unreafon-
#ble men and with brutal pafiions, in every part of the
world. If we are not faithful, we lofe our own fouls,
and endanger the fouls of thofe that are under our
miniftry. 1f we are not plain and boneft, we betray
oar truft, and are good for nothing. If we deal plain-
b and Loueftly, that is, faithfully and lovingly, with
our people, we run a great rifk, thro’ the unreafon-
able prejudices and hellifh paffions of mes, of doing
more barm than geod. We not only lofe their friend-
JSbip and good-will, upon which ofien our temporal
faftenance and fupport depends, and become their ene-
mics by telling them difagreeable truths; but we ase

-
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alfo accidentally in danger of making them greatet
enemies to Gop and goodnefs than ever, by moving
and Rirring up their corruptions and evil tempers.
Often when we intend and kspe to do the greateft
good in our power to the fouls of a people whom we
Yove, by a plain, bome, honeft, praical difcourfe, we
are fadly difappointed and mortified to find, that we
bave only excited their anger and refentment, and
made them a&ually more wicked and devilith by the
very meanis which were calculated for their reforma=
sion ! v

Guess then, with what anxiety and comcern,
with what fear and trembling, a humane and con-
fcientious man muft go about the bufinefs of lone/F
and plain dealing ?>—what reafon he has to fear for
bimfelf, and 10 fear for the fouls of his people ?——

" Every plain, pointed and ufeful difcourfe, by difturb-
ing the confciences of the guilty, ftirs up a neft of
kornets, and puts a whole hoft of angry, mifchievous
paflions in motion, which the reftraining grace of Gop
alone can allay and difarm.

Y.sT unlefs #4is be done, finners cannot, in an or-
dinary way, be awakened, reformed, or faved. 1n
an ordinary way, Goo worketh 4y means, and by no
means fo commoanly and efficacioufly, as by plain and
Jaithful preaching. Wo unto gs/pe/ minifters, there-
fore, if they ufe not this means! It were better for
them, that they had never been born ! It were eafy,
indeed, to flatter men in their vices, and to be fo fi-
“lent concerning their failings, as never todilturb them.
===We fhould thea avcid giving offence, and the mofk

-
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Lhnoxious tranfgreffors would be of the number of
our flauncheft warmef? friends : but what would this
be in exchange for their and our own fouls? How
fhould we anfwer it to oar mafler, our confiiences,

and themfelves >——See them going down fecurely and

peacefully to deftru&ion, and not warn them of their
danger !—We muft therefare fubmit to the difagree»
able neceffity of being faithful :——we muft fometimes
© tell them difagreeable truth in the fpirit of love, and
{eave the event with Gop, who has the hearts of all
men in his hand: we muft obey the apoftle’s exhor-
tation, happen what will in confequence of the dif-
«charge of our duty—"‘ I charge thee, therefore, be-
fore Gop, and the Lord Jefus Chtift, who fhall judge
both:the quick and the dead ; preach-the wérd; be
inftant in feafon and out of feafon ; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all long-fuffering and doérine: for the
time will come when they will not endure found doc-
trine, and when they thall turn away their ears from
hearing the truth (a).” , )
But I return from this, I hope, not unimportant
digreffion, to obferve—That whoever looks abroad
into this spiritual hofpital, the world, muft, among
the numberlefs moral difeafes which will every where
attra& his attention, be peculiarly ftruck with the
commonnefs of that fin, pourtrayed with fo mafterly
4 pencil, by the apoltle in our text. Who mault not
obferve, even in the Chriftian world, amidft all our
Chriftian profeffions and hopes, the prevalence of a
molt rancourous,unchriflian {pirit—much confufion,
(6) 2 Tim. iv. 1,—3.
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and many evil atords and aworks, arifing from bitter
eavying and ftrifein men’s hearts—uncharitable hints
—unchriftian judgings, furmifings and fufpicions—
bitter railings, revilings and calumnies —declared
purpofes of revenge—treacherous, undermining prac-
tices—contentious jealoufies—parties formed and
_ combined agaioft parties, often from a mere fpirit of
malice and-contradiGion—trange malicious attempts
and endeavours to weaken, and even to break and dif-

" wnite friendly and Chriftian connexions, from no con-

ceivable mative often but a fheer love of wickednefs 2

Ir thefe things therefore be o, it cannot, I think;
be difputed that mankind are generally under the in-
fuence of that infernal Jpirit and wifdom which the
apoflle here declares to be, not from above, buteartbly,
Jenfual, and devilifh! - -

Axp what is moft alarming and diftreffing of all
is, that we do not feem fufficiently aware, how utterly
inconfiftent this fpirit and temper is with our Chriftian
profeffion and hopes ! How often hath it fhock'd me
to fee two perfons fitting down together at the Lorp’s
¢able, who had hardly friendfhip enough to have com-
tmunion in a common meal;—and yet not feeming to
doubt but that Gop accepted their facrifices, and that
they were in the fafe and fire way to beaven, while
they a&ually carried Ae/l in their bofoms }

Is it not alfo melancholly to obferve that, when-
contending bretbren are brought by any means to a
reconciliation, it is too often only cutwardly and in
awords ;—that the wound is only flightly fkinin'd over,
as it were, while the venom is (ill rankling within ;
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=—and while, upon the leaft trifiing accident, the
«quarrel breaks out afrefs, and perhaps with greater
wage and vialence than ever! Thus we often fatisfy
ovrfelves by keeping up a fickly face of friend/bip,
while our hearts and affedtions are really alienated
_ from each other;——and unhappily fuppofe-that this is

fufficient for all the purpofes of .Chriftian fellowthip

sod communion, and that it will do as a pgfipert. at
faft, to fecure us am entrance into the heavenly feli-
city !

Now, if Gop could alfo be deceived and Hatrered
with the name, for the thing, and with the fhadow
and pretence far the fubfflance: if he could be o far
impofed on, as to believe our awords againft our a&i-
ons, and our oatwerd profeflions, againft our imward
semper and, fpirit: if be could be perfuaded to believe
that we are reconciled to each other, and five in Chrif-
ian love and unity, when it is no fuch thimg, but while
we have {till the remains of bitter envying and {trife .
3o our hearts—we would have no aced to be much
congerned about the matter.

But if we are affured both by the vurlof Goa
* and the reefon of the thing, that, uader the influence
of this diabolical temper, we maft all go to hell, from
-the moft flourithing profeffion of religion, amd the moft
fanguine hopes of falvation ;=—‘¢ That he who ha-
teth his brother, is 2 murderer, and that no fuch mur-
derer hath eternal life.~——That he who loveth not bis
brother whom he hath feen, cannot love Gop whom
e hath not feen,~—That if we-do not_from the heart
fergive every man his trefpafles, neither will our bea-

’ o
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wenly Father. forgive us our trefpafles.—That he whe
48 angry with.his brother and abufeth him, without &
«caufe, is in eminent danger of hell fire, if be repent
not, and learn not a better temper. That envy, emu-
Jatjons, wrath and firife, are works of the flefh; and
ahat none who pra@tife them fbal/ ot can enter into
the kmgdom of heaven,”’—If, 1 fay, thefe things are
indeed fo, without all controver{y : that is, if the
gofpel of Chrift is nat all a lie, and kath not lead us
aftray, toto caelo, in the terms and conditions of the
alvation of finful men——then how can the watchmen
of Ifracl keep filence, and yet be faithful to the fouls
aunder their charge, who are jn danger of this damaa-
Aion ?

WitH this important dnty, -therefore, in my eye,
X proceed to apply the doctrine advanced .in the for-
aner difcourfe, And

ut. LeT us shence learn what true awifdom is,
and wherein it confifts.

T uaz loud, baifterous, noify, paffionate, obflinate,
unperfuadable thing, which generally paffes in the
avorld under the name of a firmm, refolute, wife and
manly temper and condu&, is not wispom ; or, if
you will needs call it fo, the apoftle has here given it
Jjts true chara@er—erit is not from ebove, but infernal;
-t is not beavenly, but earthly; it is not ppiritusl
and Chriftian, but fenfual and devilifp :—it is the .
affspring of a proud, felf-conceited, malicions, and
revengeful temper. .

Besipes; what is there cbarmng, alluring, or
" +#7gaging in this kind of wifdom ? Does.it not repder
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& man ridiculous and bateful to others; miferable
and wretched in himfelf ? What is got by anger and:
malice? Whatis got by frifeand contemtion ? What'
is got'By envy and fpleen? What is got by rude and
abufive language ? What is got by a relentlefs, un~
Jorgiving temper 2 Were either the righteoufncfr of
Gop or buman happinefs, promoted by the urath of
man, it were fome apology for it; but when aw uz-
eafy mind and a troubled defiled confeience ; the dif-
Pleafure of Gob and the contempt and hatred of meny
are its onfly fruits and effeés, nothing can be plead in
its pallidtion or excufe, With fuch a7 onz a wife- mane
would not willingly have:any connexions or conterns:
Even the friendthip of fuch a man is dearly purchafed,
and bardly maintained. Hear what the wifdom of
Gon faith in this matter: * Make no friendfhip with
an angry man, and with a furious man thou fhalt not
g0; left thou learn his'ways, and get a fnare to thy’
foul.——TIt is better to dwell in the wildernefs alone,
than with a contentious and an angry perfon.—Seeft
thou a man that is hafty in his words, there is more
bope of a fool than of him.~~—An angry man ftirreth
up ftrife, ‘and a furious man aboundeth in tranfgref-
fion.—He that is foon angry, dealeth foolifhly ; and
a man of wicked devices is hated.—A fool’s wrath
is prefently known; but a prudent man covereth-
fhame.—Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out s’
fo where there is no tale-bearer, the ftrife ceafes,—-
As coals to barning coals, and wood to fire; fo is a- -
contentious man to kindle ftrife.~~He that paflethr
by and meddleth with firife, not belonging to him

02 -



160 SERMON VI

i like one that taketh-a dog by the ears. The words
of a tale-bearer are as wounds; when he fpeaketh:
fair, believe him not; for there are feven abomina~ -
tions in his heart. He whofe batred is covered by de-
ceit, his wickednefs fhall be (hewed before the whole
&ongregation,”

So much for Gen’s Jq/Enpm» and opinion of
this unfandified, infernal wifdom, which arifes frony
bitter esvying and ftrife in the heart, and which is.
the fource of confulion and every evil werk in fociety.
And is it not adarefut and forbidding piture? Would:
any of my bearers wifh to fit for it, or to be f5 mark-..
ed out both to Gop and men ? If we faw a man
whom this pi&ure, drawn by the pencil of infpira-
tion, refembled, conld we cordilly lowe or effcems:
him ?=—Would we with to be connefted with him ?’
—Would we wifh to be that masn, if he were even:
the lord and proprietor of the whele earth ?—And:
if we could fee and Anow that we ourfelves were thefe
very men, would we not be filled with ﬁlme ands
horror at our own condition ?

, AND how do we know but that ave, even e, may
be fuch 2—We think mof —=but may we sot be de-
ceived ?=—Se/f-love blinds men, and hides their ownr
greatelt failings from them; and our friends, gene-
rally fpeaking, are not: honeft enough to put us i
mind of our failings, left they fhould offend us. The
faithful preaching of the word, indeed, gives us an
excellent opportunity of kneaving ourfelves : but we
make fhift to deprive ourfelves even of this benefit,
by fuppofing osbers. are chara@erized, and ot we
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6urfelves '—Our enemies, indeed, often prove our
beft friends in this refpe : for though they mean
us 0o good, and commonly fay mach more than the
truth againft us ;~—yet they generally tell us a great
many ufeful, though difagreeable, truthsy together
with abundance’ of flander and calumny: but we’
will not believe fhem; and- therefore: eontinue det
ceived. :

You miay think it'a wonder that' mén thould con*
tinue utterly ignorant of their own. greateft failings ;-
. d@nd that the world fhould generally know them,
thuch better than'they know them themfelves : but
T appeal to'your own’ experierice, Have you never
Keard éackbiters vail againft backbiters=——liars have
no mercy on liars—~drunkards reproach drunk-
ards—and proud, vain-glorious boaflers, intolerant
of prids and vain-glorisus boafting in others 2—
There is alfo good reafon why it is fo.—Few men
. impartially examine themfelves, and therefore how'
fhould they well know their own failings ? The ma-
Licious world, regardlefs of our virtues, are ever fpy-
ing out our failings,” and therefore know them 4¢ff ::
——whereas felf-love is ever meditating on, and mag-
#ifying our virtues, and hiding our failings from us,
and therefore aoe know them /eaff. In fhort; no-
thing but true humility of foul ;- a hearty defire, to
know the véry worft of ourfelves; and that fzlf-ex-
amination and flf-knowledge, which are the fruit
of thefe; will ever bring 'a man truly to ézow, and
fincerely to hate, his own failings—and alas ! how"
few are poffeffed of thefe:?
03
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BuT fuppofing we knew this to be our own in-
firmity, would we fincerely defire a cure 2—Take.
then the following revipes for this purpofe, .

1, Tuen, as without true Chriftian lve or
_ éharity for your neighbour, you can never expet to.
get rid of an enviows, malicious, unchriffian temper
towards him ; ftudy and labour. by. all means to ob-
win a truly resewed Chriftian heart. As-long as »
man’s heast is unrenewed, .although we now and then-
fiame him out of a wicked difpofition towards one
or another individual~—or fo perfuade him of the ab--
furdity of bis wicked temper, as that he may difown-
. it, and apparently lay i afide for a time: yet how
can we expet good fruit from a bad.tree ? the bitter
roots of envy and malice flill lie buried in the mind,..
:and will fpontaneoufly fhoot up by the firft provo--
cation, Wicked men, once at variance, are feldom:
ever foundly reconciled by rational confiderations,.
much lefs upon gofpel -priaciples, or by gofpel mo-
tives. If they are,. it is only by motives of fif-in-
terefl ot felf-love : or perbaps they combine together,
as robbers do, to form a league of malice agaioft fome-
#hird perfon , A

BuT no fooner does the love of Gop fill a man’s.
heart : no fooner does he begin truly to-fee the re~
lations he ftands in to his neighbours and Chriftian:
brethfen, and the obligations of duty which arife .
from thefe relations——and his own weakneffes and
inficmities—and how much Gob hath forgiven iz
~ ——and the love and forgivennefs which he owes to
kis neighbour, by the command of Gop and-his need:
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»f reciprocal love and: forgivesnefs——but lie Beging
10 love bis neighbour as bimfelf; and then rooted,
Jettled enyy and firife can have-no place jn- his heart,
but flee .away before charity, as: darknefs does before
the rifing {un. As foon as a principle of true reli-
.gion takes place in the heart, jt fets all things to
rights there ; at leaft it implants a goad asd right
difpofition both towards Gop and our neighbour. It
.cannot dwell in the fame heart with bitter enyingand
Jirife, but gives them no reft till they are mortificd
‘and driven.aut.
You aeed only to tell 2 trse Chtiftian, or put him:
in mind of what he ought to do, apd be will.imma-
diately attempt te do-it with,all his-might, He may
Jindeed forget it again ; but as often as he is remind-
ed, he will renew the attempt.to do his duty., .And
the teafon is; 4irdeart is.right fet, aud he isa Jow:
B0 bimfelf!
2dly. Sariovsny lay to heart the chureder,
- fruits and offedts of that aeify, enisus, firifeful, and
Jirife-making temper here expofed by -the apoftle.
-1€ Gob had not taught us the evil -of it, axperiense
might have done it, “If, as the apoltle fays, we
bite and devour each other, what can we exped, in
the very nature of things, but that we fhould be coa-
- fumed one of avother (5),” *¢ If we have bitter envy-
ing and ftrife in our hearts againft  cach other,- what
can we exped but confufion-and every evil work 2"
- :And is it not evident that fuch a temper is eartbly,
Jenfualy devilifh ?~~The devil cannot do more a-
(®) Ephi veas
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gainft us, than we ourfelves do againft both ourfelves
aad each other, by fuch a temper as this. The druni-
ard, theglutton, the worldling, and the whoremafler,
have a much pleafanter, eafier, more cligible paflage
" to hell, than the ewvioas, maKcious, contentious
man, Indeed thefe wrathful tempers make a kind of
bell themfelves ; in fo much that the man who is un-
der their power is, if I may fo fpeak, doubly damned,
and goes but out of ome belh into amother a-little:
hotter, .
WHEREAS the contrary Chriffian, meek, loving;-
Sorgiving, peaceful, benevolent temper, makes a-kind’
of heaven upon earth. Ah ! how beavenly and dev
Lightful, how full of tranguillity aud bappinefs; is the
very found of that exhortation ;=—*‘ Grieve not the
holy fpirit of Gop: let all bitternefs, and wrath,
and clamour, and evil [peaking be put away from a-
mong you, with all malice; and be ye kind one toe
another, tender-bearted, forgiving one another, even-
as Gop for Crrist’s fake hath forgiven you. Pdt
on therefore, as the elect of Gop; holy and be--
loved; bowels of mercies, kindnefs, bumblencfs of
mirid, meeknefs, long-fuffering ; forbearing one ano-
ther, and forgiving one another, if any man have a
quarrel again(t any ; even as CuzisT forgave you, fo
alfodp ye. Above all, put on charity, and let the
peace of Gom rule in- your hearts; to the which ye
are called in one body.”
3dly.. ConsipEr the extreme wnreafonablencfs
and abfurdity of thefe tempers. We know by fad
experience that they vex-and forment us, and throw
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ear minds into an unmatsral flate, and painful fer-
ment. Their effects are alfo permanens. They are
not like drumkem folfies, which come and go with the
fivengthi of the liquors which we drink : they are fo-
ber, deliberate things, whick fack clofe to s, and
follow us to our flores, our felds, ousrbeds, and even
to the churchy and kb and fling and torment us
wherever we ge. But what do they profit us? A
man may gee fome profit by ceating or robbing bis
ntighbour, orby kisg or Aifembling to him—er he
may get fome pleafure, fuch asitis, by debauchiog
his wife or his daughter, or getting imtoxicated by
hisliquors : bet what do we gairby hating our neigh-
bour ?- Can this hatred or malice make us the more
happy, or ourineighbour the moremifarable S~ What
ean we profic by envying or grieving at. the good of
eur neighbour j—at bis beaksd, awealth, honeur, ox
$dppinsfs 7——Does this eawy make ourneighboyr the
poorer, ot ws the richer 7 Dors ‘it make him the
more difbononrable, ~or us the move bomourable ¥
Can it make us the sappicr, or him the more wrelche
¢d ? Is it not a switare preying upon our own vitals 3
impairing our health, fhortesing our livas, and fally-
mg-our rqmmuon?

Bor “ sevenge, you fay, is fweet.”——Sweet m
%0 whom, Ipray ?=——to dewils, and to ether creatures
almolt as wicked as they ! Iam fure it is:not {wees
W Chriflians, They cannet endure it. It o agaiaft
their macare, as Cériffians. Revenge, i. e. private
revenge, is ever-unjuft, anmanly, bafe and umchrifs
Wan! may, o wmol cafes, it is. extremely childift,
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and renders men mean and contemptible in the eyew
of the world.~—Above all, what profit can we have:
by the fcandalous pratice of firife making ;——of
fetting other people together by the ears ?—all allow-
this te be-a molt deteftable practice; and indeed it-
s commonly ‘rewarded at the laft, jult as it de--
ferves—with the hatred of both the contending par~
ties when they are agreed——aad with the contempt
of all the world. ,
4thly, Coxsipenr that all the great and glori~
ous examples of moral excellence, which are fet ‘be~
fore us for our imitation, as Chriftians, are diame-
trically oppofite to the diabolical tenspers here con~
demned by the apoftle: the love, bemevolence and
tender mercies of the Gop of peace; his reconcile-
ablenefs to, and long enderance and forbearance with
obnoxious finners——the meckne/i and gentlenefs of
Cuxist the prince of peace; his amazing philan-
thropy to a world of encmies and rebels—and thae
remarkable charity, meekneft, patience and umiverfal
benevolence, which has ever made the moft lovely
part of the image of Gob in all his faints and people.
sthly. ConeipERr in due time what. flame and
combultion a fmall fpark of wrath may kindle, and
obferve that admirable precept of Solomon which de-
ferves to be written in letters of gold: ° Lyavy
OFF CONTENTION BEFORE IT BE MEDDLED WITH}
 for the beginning-of firife is as when one letteth ous
avater. To be flow to wrath and reftrain paffion,
what divine qualities ?——How many dreadful fcenes
of quarrel have rifen from fmall beginoings, which-a



"SERMON VI 16y

dittle Chriftian mecknefs, patience and prudence might
+have cruthed in the very bud ?~—Therefore bear a
great deal before-you begin contention. Confider
what the end may be—what it may coft yeur own
peace and happinefs, and that of others, and religion
jtfelfin the fcufle, “Wherefore feave off contention
before it be meddled with : that is, meddle not with
it at all, if you can poffibly avoid it—and if it is
" wholly unavoidable, confider what a buckler and or-
nament a meek and gquiet [pirit will'be in the manage-
.ment of it!

FiNairy, confider-that while we are under the
power .of awrath, envy and malice, we cannot—we
dare not pray to Gop for our neighbours ;——nor cen
we, nor dare We, nor ought we to fit down at the
Loep’s table with them: and if we fhould be cut off
in this ftate, we are excluded from all hope of fafva-
tion! Let us then, as the ele@ of Gop, puton bowels
-of mercies, kindnefs, humblenefs of mind, meeknefs,
.and the Gop of peace thall be with us, Amen,
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The divine duty of Pfalmody ftated
and explained, in two fermons, from

Psavr. xlvii. 7.~
-;Sing ye praifes with underflanding.

SERMON L

PRA 1S E is twofold, either of the beart or of the
4p. The foul may be fervently engaged in pay-
dng a grateful tribute of praife to Gop, while the
lips, by certain confiderations, may be reftrained from
- attering the language of the heart, So we find Da-
" vid commanding his foa/ 10 blefs the Lorp: * Blefs
" the Lorp O my foul and all that is within me (s).”
And Mary declares; * My foul doth magpify the
Lorp, my fpirit rejoiceth in the Gop of my falva-
vation () :” and this may-be properly termed /nauard
or mental praife.
ON the other hand ; our tongues may be very ac-
tivein founding forth the praifes of the Mo st Hics,

-

(s) Phl ciii. 1. &c. () Lukei. 46, 47+
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.while our hearts are cold as lead and wholly abfent
from the werk, And this, alas ! is the cafe of mul-
titudes. * With their mouth they fhew much love,
but their heart goeth after their covetoufnefs. They
draw near ta Gop with their mouth and honour
him with their lips, while their hearts are. far from
him (¢).”  This, if it may be called praife atall, is
verbul or oral praife; but indeed it is fo far from
being praife in the fight of the Gop whom we pre-
-tend to'wodhip, that it is the vileft mockery ; the
moft provoking affront we can well offer to an om-
nifcient, all perfect Spirit. It is but the mere car-
cafs of praife—a body without the foul; a form
without the life ; a fhadow without the fubftance, -
Bur there is another kiod of praife, formed out
_of thefe two, and taking in the fubftance of them
both, which, for diftinctions fake, we may call per-
S praife ; and that is, when the lips exprefs the
reverent and joyous fentiments of the heart. 1 fay,
reverent and joyous or grateful, becaufe I fuppofe
there are two different motives of our praifing Gon,

-which affe@ our minds in two different manners.
THus fir/} {pring or motive of praife proceeds
from a penetrating fenfe of Gop’s peculiar and un-
.utterable perfections, fuch as his felf-exiffence, eter-
nily, omnifcience, omuiprefence &c. which, when
- realized to the mind by faith and fixed by ferious
smeditation, raife great and worthy apprehenfions of
the DetTY in our hearts, and beget reverent affec-
tions towards him. ‘This, therefore, is to praife Gon

'(c) RBack, xxxiii. 31, &¢c.
-Vor. L. P
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for what heis in himfelf; to repder him the glory

due to his adorable excellencies, in themfelves confi-

dered, And hence the frequent injun@ions in fcrip-

ture, to afcribe greatnefs and ffrengthuntothe Lorp
~ *“ Give unto the Lorp, yekindreds of the people,

give unte the Lorp glory and ftrength; give unto
_the Lorp the glory due unto his name (4.)”

Tue fecond motive of divine praife arifes from a
confideration of Gop’s goodnefs, richly communicat-
«d to all his oreatures——efpecially to the children of
smen~and -more particularly to ourfelves ; a proper
fenfe of which cannot-but affeét the human heart with
Jentiments of gratitude and joy. In ¢his view, GoD
is our benefactor ; and our negleting to pay him the
tribute of praife arifing from #his confideration, muft
argue the moft ftupid infenfibility, and the bafeft in- -
gratitude, ’

Ir a mortal friend makes us but a very inconfi-
Aderable prefent, we think ourfelves indifpenfibly
-bound to return him our hearty thaoks, by way of
grateful acknowledgment ; how hainous then is that
ingratitude, which denies to the Author and Giver of
every good and perfet gift, to that Goo from whom
we have life and breath and all things, that tribute
of hearty and thankful acknowledgment, which we
owe him in return for his multiplied, accumulated
mercies ! Hence the Pfalmift in a mwhitude of pla-
"ces, and no lefs than four times in the 107th
plalm, expreflcs this affectionate and reafonable de-

@) » Chron. xvi. 28,



A aahioiadh el JE IRENE TN T e > —

SERMON VIL 17r

fire; “Oh! that men would praife the Lorp for
his goodnefs, and for his wonderful works to the chil-
dren of men.” When, therefore, we are reverent-
Iy affe@ted with a fenfe of Gop’s uncreated excellen-
cies, and gratefully affe@ted with a fenfe of his good~
nefs to mankind in general, and to ourfelves in parti-
cular; and when we exprefs thefe reverent and
grateful feclings in fuitable language, we may be
faid, with the Pfalmift, to praife 1he Lorp with up~
rightnefs of beart (e).

Now, as the voice is, fo to fpeak, the index of
the mind, the echo of the thoughts conceived there;
fo, the inward harmony of the affections ; the over~
flowings of the heart with joy, gratitude and won-
der, are beft and moft naturally exprefled by the
barmony and melody of the voice.

WHEN we are angry, the voice difcovers it by a
Joud, chemarsue, interrupted tone. When our hearts
are funk and overwhelmed with grief, the voice ex-
prefles it by languid, dejected and melancholy accents.
But inward joy, gratitude and reverence, naturally
vent themfelves in a /prightly, chearful and harmo-

" mious flow of founds. When thefe joyous affections:
_are not turbulent and exceffive, they admit of a mix-
ture of gravity, folemnity and chearfulnefs, which
compofes. the fpirits, and tunes the voice to melody

* and harmony. When the lips, therefore, vent the

inward and genuine devotion of the heart in thefe
melodious accents—when the mufic of the voice is a
juft aad patural expreffion of an inward, rational re-
(e) Pfal cxix. 7.
' P2
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verence for the DEiTy, and a grateful fenfe of his
goodnefs—we may be jultly faid to fing bis praifes
avith underflanding, or, as the apoftie exprefles it,
to fing with the fpirit, and to_fing with the under-
Sanding alfe (f).

* How high and glorious a privilege is this, there-
fare, of the human nature, that we are able not only
to form juft-and worthy conceptions of the great .

" Gob in our hearts, but alfo to exprefs thefe concep-
tions in adapted and exalted ftrains of adoration, to
the promoting of true piety in our own fouls, and

. exciting it in the fouls of others ? How great an or-

nament is the human voice when employed to -that
noble purpofe, for which it was, no doubt, principally
defigned; for fhewing forth the praifes of the eter-
nal King, and pouring out the harmonious effufions
of a .pious mind in fongs and hymns of gratitude to
the Gop who formed it, and who has therefore the
moft facred and invidlable right to its fervices ¥ Hence -
the pious Pflalmift frequently calls his tongue, his
glory : * My heart, is fixed, O Gop ! my heart is
fixed ; I will fing and give praife : awake, my glosy 3
awake pfaltery and harp ; I myfelf will awake early,
1 will praife thee, O Lorp, among the nations; I
will fing unto thee among the people. O Gov, my
heart is fixed, I will fing and give praife, even with
my glory (¢).”—Which paffages are thus beauti-
fully made verfe, by Dr. Watts ;

(f) 1Cor.xiv.15. (g) PRl Ivii, 7. cviii. 1. &e.
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. % My heart is fixt, my tongue fhall raife
¢ Immortal honours to thy name;
“ Awake, my tongue, to found his praife,
¢ My tongue, the glory of my frame."”

‘What pity then, that our tongue, the glory of our
frame ; the moft noble and ornamental member of
our body, fhould be, as the apoftle Fames emphati-
cally exprefles it, an unruly evil, full of deadly poi-
Jfon (b)? What pity that thofe who ufe it, or atleaft
Jhould ufe it, in the exalted employment of blefing
Gop, even THE FATHER, fhould at any time fo
far abufe it, as therewith to cur/fe men who are made
after the fimilitude of Gop? What pity that out
of the fame mouth fhould proceed blefing and cur-
Jing 2 My brethren, thefe things oughtaot foto be (i).
Again ; what pity that the divine art of finging fhould
be proftituted to fo bafe and vile a ufe, as to be made
the channel and vehicle of obfcenity and impurity ;
=——as to be employed about fuch fongs and com-
pofitions as ferve only to inflame impure defires
and corrupt the heart—about fuch fongs as are fuffi-
cient to raife a blufh in the face of a ftrumpet, and’
the very hearing of which maft fill a virtuous heart
with fhame and indignation ? How much more be-
“coming a reafonable creature is it to employ his
tongue and voice in the praifes of his Maker and his
portion ; or, at lealt, on fuch fubje@s as have a ten-
dency to improve the underftanding, exalt and en~

(k) Jam. iii, 8. () Jam. iii 9, l;: :
B
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noble the affections, refine the paffions and mend the
heart ? For this reafon, the infpired apoftle, whom
we have been juft quoting, advifes, * Is any man
merry ? " let him fing pfalms (£):” that is, if any
Chriftian feels his joyous . affeGtions raifed, and his
heart chearful under any inftance of the divine good-
pefs (whether it be a healthful ftate of body; a
peaceful (tate of mind; wordly profperity ; the kind-
nefs of friends, or the refrefhing fmiles of Gop’s re-
conciled countenance imparting a funthine of fpiritual
jey to his foul,) let him not fuffer a pleafing fenfe of
thefe bleflings to evaporate and fpend itfelf; in carnal
mirth, as is too much the cuftom of the world ; but
lec him rather exprefs the joy of his heart by fongs of
praife to the bountiful Author of that goodnefs which
then exhilarates and makes glad his foul. This will
beft become him, as a Chriftian; and will, at the
the fame time, both preferve and refine that {enfe of
" the divine goodnefs which he then feels warm at his
heart. To the fame purpofe, is the apoftle Pauls
exhortation to the Ephefians : < Be not druoken with
wine, whetein is excefs; but be ye filled with the
fpirit : fpeaking to yourfelves in pfalms and hymns
and fpiritual fongs, making melody in your hearts un-
to the Lord (/).”—Here again the mirth or chear-
felnefs of a Chriftian is dire@ed into the right chan-
oel, Excefive drinking is the only expedient which
multitudes -flee to, either for the relief of a forrow-.
fal haan, or the exercife of a chearful one (the moft

(£) Jam.v. 13, (/) Eph, v. z9¢
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ftupid expedient furely that ever perverted reafon de-
vifed !)—But this the apoftle ftrictly forbids, under
the notion of excefs or intemperance, which is highly
unbecoming a Chriftian; and advifes that we fhould
be habltually filled with the Spirit of Gop, and then,
out of the fulnefs of the fandified heart, the mouth
will utter pfalms and hymns and fpiritual fongs; and
fo we fhall /ing, and at the fame time (which is the
_ very foul of the duty) make melody in our hearts to
the Lord.

" ‘TH1s then is the duty enjoined on us by Davidin
-the words of our text: ** Sing ye praifes with under-
ftanding.”

From thefe words I defign, by Gop’s affiftance,
to prove to you ‘

1ft. TraTt finging praifes to Gop has been one
principal part of the worfhip of the Derry, in all
ages of the world, and under every fucceffive difpen-
fation of religion.

2dly. To explain what we are to underftand by
fingiog praifes with underflandifg ; or how we may
perform this part of divine worfhip according to the.
" Pfalmift’s direGion, and to divine acceptance.
Anp may he who inkebiteth the praifes of Ifrael,
* lead our hearts into the true fpirit of this duty, while
we hear it explained ‘and enforced from his holy
word, Amen!

Ift. T am tofhew you, that finging praifes to Gon
has been one principle part of the worthip of the
D1y, in all ages of the world, and in cvery'fuc-
ceffixe difpenfation of religion, )
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So very confonant is this part of worthip to the
reafon of mankind, that the heathen pradtifed it by
the light of nature. ~The moft ancient compofitions of
theirs, now extant, are fongs of praife to their dei-
ties, ‘Their two moft ancient poets, Hefiod and Ho-
mier, intimate to us how the art of finging ought to be
employed, when they reprefent the Mufes, furround-
ing Fupiter, their greateft god, and warbling hymus-
of praife around his throne. It were eafy to fhew
from pumerous paffages in their ancient writers, not
_ only that vocal and infirumental mufic were made
ufe of in their religious worfhip, but that their moft
favourite diverfions were intermiqgled with fongs and
hymns in honour of their refpective deities. They
bad pfalms of praife compofed on purpofe for their
‘public folemnities; fuch as the ingathering of the
harveft and vintage, their full moons and facrifices,
which were fung by all the people together in con-
cert, as our pfalms are now fung in our worfhipping
affemblies. Now this makes it evident—either that
finging of praifes is® duty of natural religion, difco-
verable by the light of reafon—or otherwife, that
thefe heathens have had the cuftom handed down to
them by tradition, from the church of Gob: " either
of which fuppofitions makes it evident that it is a duty
highly acceptable to the Supreme Being.

BurT as the Bible is the only rule of our faith and
duty as Chriftians, fo it is with that we are principal-
ly concerned in the prefent enquiry; and there we
find this part of divine worthip early hinted. True,
indeed, we have 0o exprefs mention made of finging
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praifes to Gop in that part of the bible, which con-

tains the hiftory of the church before the deluge;

owing probably to the fhortnefs of the hiftory, which

cannot admit of a full and circumftantial account of

any thing pra@ifed during that period. Yet even rhere

we have a hint, from which we feem warranted to

conclude, that Gop was worfhipped at that time by

fongs of praife. ¢ Fubal the fon of Lamech, we"
are told, was the father of all fuch as handle the 4arp

and orgun (m).” Now, as thefe two inftruments are

always afterwards mentioned as facred, and appro-

priated to divine pfalmody; to aflift the voice in the

praifes of Gob, it is 4 great deal more than probable,
they were ufed for the fame purpofe in 7ubal’: nmc, ‘
which was long before the flood.

THe firflt divine fongs we meet with in facred
writ, are two compofed by Mofes the fervant of Goo,
‘The j#r/?, which we find in the 1 5th chapter of Exe-
dus, was compofed on the occafion of the-children of
Ifrael’s efcape from Pharack’s haft, by pafling over
the Red Sea, while the Egyptians were overthrown
and deftroyed; and was fung by Mo/es and the whole
congregation in full concert ;——Miriam his fifter, to-
gether with the other women, at the fame time fing-
ing and dancing and playing onm timbrels : which is
a:plain proof that they had been accuftomed to that
kind of worthip before. The fecond fong of Mefes
is recorded at large in the 32d chapter of Deutero-
nomy, wherein juft before his death, he fets forth
both the mercies and judgments of Gop towards the

(m) Gen.iv. 23.
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children of Jfrael, and warns them in particular a-

gainlt idolatry and apofiacy, to which vices he knew

they were exceeding prone. We alfo find a 2bird va-

luable divine poem, aferibed to Msfes the man of

Gobp, which now ftands the minetieth in order among
., the pfalms of David, .

Aca1n; in the time of the judges, we find a fong
of praife fung by Deborab and Barak, upon a notable
defeat of the Canaanites under the command of Si-

 fera, whom Fael, the wife of Heber, flews. This
elegant and fpirited compofition is recorded in the
sth chapter of Fudges, and was no doubt fung by the
whole congregation of Jfrae/, as a part of their pub~
lic worfhip, .

Bur divine pfalnrody was brought to its highe(®
perfecion in the Jewith church, by David the fweet
finger of Ifracl. - That colletion of one hundred and

, ffty divine poems, commonly called the Pfalms of -
David, were, as to the greatelt part of them, of his
_ own compofition; by him alfo fet to mufical airs, and
fo confecrated to the fervice of the tabernacle, and'
made an effential part of the public worfhip of Gop’s
people. And it is probable that thefe fongs of Siom
were in high repute and eftimation in the courts of the
eaftern monarchs. Many of thefe divine lyric poems
were compofed by David while he was banithed from
the court and prefence of Sau/; wherein he praifes
+ Goo for his remarkable deliverances out of the hands
of his enemies, and exprefles his truft and confidence
in the divine proyidence and protection (n). In others.
(%) 2 Sam. xxii. compared with Pf, xviii,
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“he mourns his abfence from the tabernacle of Gop
and his public worfhip (0). One was compofed upon
the folemnity of the ark’s removal from the houfe of
Obed-edom to mount Zion in Ferufalem, and deli-
vered by David to Afaph one of the chief muficians
and his brethren, to be fung on that occafion ( 2).
The reft of this colleGion were compofed on various
occafions and emergencies, fome by David himfelf,
-and others by 4faph, Feduthan and Heman, who
were not only chief muficians, but alfo prophets, in-
- fpired and over-ruled by the Spirit of Gop in thofe
-divine compofitions.

Tuesk holy fongs were colle@ted together, as is
probable, chiefly in the order in which they were
compofed, and, after being fet to mufic by the rules

. -of art, were confecrated to the fervice of the church,
~ and made up the body of the Jewith pfalmody. And
that this part of public worfhip might be the more
regular and magnificent, David appointed two bun-
dred and eighty-eight perfons, inftrued in the fongs of
the Lorp, to praife him with cymbals, pfalteries, and
barps, under the condu& of Afaph, Feduthan and
Heman, the chief inftru&ers and leaders of the public
mafic. So that finging was now reduced to a regular
‘ert, and made an effential part of the public worthip,
And fo we find that when Solomon had built the
4emple, in place of the tabernacle, and dedicated it to
the Lorp; at the folemnity of the dedication, when
the priefis took their places in the public worfhip, ac-
(o) Pf xlii. Ixiii. lxxxiv. (p) 1 Chron. xvi. 7,
¢omp. Pf cv.
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cording ‘to their office, the Levites alfo took their
places with infiruments of mufic of the Lord, avbich
David the king bod made to praife the Lo RD, when

David praifed by their miniftry (¢).

Soromon himfelf is alfo faid to have made ane
‘thoufand and five fongs (r), none of which are now
extant but that noble divine paltoral, called the Can-
ticles. -

 .Acain; when the public worthip was very much
neglected and corrupted under the wicked reign of
Abhaz, one among the firft things which good Heze-
Aiab reftored was the public praifes of Gop, as yop
may read 2 Chron. xxix, 25,——30.

" Tue fame ordinance was re-eftablifhed with great
care and folemnity, upon the return of the children of
Jfrael from the Babylonith captivity, when Fe/bug
and Zerubbabel began to build the focond temple.
They fet the Levites, the fous of Afaph with cymbals
to praife the Lord,’ after the-ordinance of David king
of Ifrael: and they fung toge:her by courfe, praifing
and giving thanks unto the Lord, becaufe he is good,
for his mercy endureth for ever towards Ifrael (). .

Trus we find that the ordinance of David, in
this particular, was clofely adhered to in all periods
of the Jewifh church, as a principal part of the publi¢
worthip of Gobp.

AND that finging praifes to Gob is always to be
continued as an eflential part of worthip in the Chrifti-
an church, is evident from many confiderations,

(9) 3 Chron.'vii. 6. (r) 1 Kingsiv. 38 (¢) E2. il 10
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, We find the prophets, in almoft all theif prophe-
cies concerning the gofpel church, recommending this
duty in the ftrongelt terms. Thus Jfaiah, {peaking of
the enlargement of the Meffiah’s kingdom, and the in-

gathering of the Gentiles to the Chriftian church,

exhorts them by . the fpirit of prophecy to this duty.
*‘ Sing unto the Lord a new fong, and his praife from
the end of the earth ; ye that go down to the fea, and
all that is therein j the ifles, and the inhabitants there-
of. Let the wildernefs and the cities thereof, kift up

" their voices; let the inhabitants of the- rock fing;

let them fhout from the top of the mountams, Let
them give glory to the Lord, and declare his praife
among the iflands (#).” Again; {peaking of the gof-
pel church, he calls * her walls falvation, and ber

gates, praife () ;” thus giving her a- principal deno-
mination from fhewing forth the praifes of Gon in her
public worfhipping affemblies.

' Curist himfelf, in the days of his flefh, has fet us
an example, in this kind of worthip ; for not only dld
he affift at all the public folemn praifes of the Fewifp

fanctuary, but we alfo find him and his fmall church,
confifting of the eleven apoftles, convened together at
his laft fopper and finging the praifes of Gop : for
ahen they bhad fung an hymn (probably the 22d .or
69th plalm) they awent out into the mount of O-
lives (w). And after his afcenfion, we find the difciples
continued this practice : ““ They were continually in
the temple, praifing and bleffing God (x).”

() 1. xlii. 10, () (1fa. Ix. 18, (w) Mat. xxvi. 3o,
(x) Luke xxiv, 53, A&s ij. 47.
Vor, I, L
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. Trerapoftles in their epiftles al{o frequently per-
{fuade to this duty, as in the fore-cited Eph. v. 19.
#¢ Be filled with the fpirit ; fpeaking to yourfelves in

" plalms and hymns and fpiritual fongs, finging and
making melody io your- hearts to the Lord: giving
_ thanks always for all things to Gop, even the Father,
in the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift.” And again,
0 the Coloffians : “ Let the word of Chrilt dwell
richly in you, in all wildom; teaching and admonifh-
ing ooe another in pfalms and hymns and fpiritual
{fongs, ﬁngmg with grace in your hearts to the
Lord(y).”——Alfo to the Hebrews : * By him (i. e,
by Jelus Chrift) therefore let us offer the facrifice
of praife continually, that is, the fruit of our lips, giv-
ing thaaks to his name (2).” Saint Peter alfo calls us
¢ To fhew forth the praifes of him who hath called

us out of darknefs.into his marvellous light (2).”
AnpD indeed we find that compofing and finging of
pfalms was one amongft thofe miraculous gifts, con-
ferred by the fpirjit of Chrift on his firft difeiples.
‘This is evident from the dire@ions given by Saint
* Paul to the Corinthian church for the right manage-
ment and exercife. of this gift, vnto edification ¢
#¢ How is it then, brethren ? when ye come togethet
eyery cne.of you hath a pfalm, hath a do&rine, hath
A tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation,
Let, all things be dope to edifying ;” i. e, let-all thefe
gifts be exereifed with decency, regularity and order,
(y) Col.iii. 16.  (z) Heb. xili 15, ‘

{9) 3 Beti g -
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and fo as they may beft promote the edification of
the whole church (4). .

FARTHER: it feems this is not boly the worfhip
of men, bat of angels too—not-only the worthip of
time, but of eternity. When prayer fhall ceafe, and-
preaching fhall ceafe, and facraments fhall ceafe,
praifes and hallzluiaks to Gop and to the Lamb thall
ftill continue in the upper world, and be an effentiak
part of the heavenly worfhip. There is a time com-
ing, yea mow is, when the whole affembly of -heaven,:
Jaints and angely, fhall join in one eternal fong of
praife, and the new Jerufalem fhall refound with the
high and feraphic praifes of Gop thro’ eternal ages.

WE have indeed abundant reafon to believe that
this has been always a part of the angelic worthip:
pay, it appears to have been the firft expreffion of théir
Homage and gratitade to that Being who had recently
called them into exiftence, and placed them in fuch )
joyous and exalted circumftances. Upon the creation
of the world, it is faid ** that the morning ftars fung
together, and all the fons of Gop (namely the angels)
fhouted together for joy (c).” Afterwards alfo, at
the birth of Chrift, ‘‘a number of the heavenly hoft
(which in the fecond vetfe below are exprelsly called
~ angels) are reprefented as praifing Gop, and faying,
glory to Gob in the higheft, on earth peace and good-
awill towards men (d).”—But in heaved, it feems,
they are to join with the fpirits of juft men made per~
fect in the fame Hatmonious. worfhip, and a// are.tor

(¥) 1-Cor. xiv. 16, 40. (&) Job xxxvill 7

(d) Luke ii. 53,

QU 2
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- compofe but one melodious choir—one tuneful praif-
ing affembly, of united, holy and happy aworfbippers.
Many are the clear intimations we have of this
in the revelations of Saint Febn. In thefe divine vi-
fions that holy man ¢ beheld, and heard the voice of
many angels round about the threne, and the bealts
and the elders: and the number of them was incon-
ceivably great, even ten thoufand times ten thoufand
and thoufand of thoufands, faying with a-loud voice,
Worthy is the Lamb that was flain, to receive power,
and riches, and wifdom, and ftrength, and honour,
and glory, ard bleffing—blefling, and honour, and
glory, and power be unto him that fitteth on the
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever-(e).”
Another of thefe celeftial fongs we have recorded
Rev. xiv. 3. “ I heard, fays St. Fobn, the voice of
harpers, harping with their harps, and they fung as it
were. 3 new fong before the throne, and before the
four beafts and the elders.”’—1In like manner, in the
1 ¢th, chap, at the 3d. verfe, we have a vifion of the
faints, * holding the harps of Gop, and finging the
fong of Mofes the fervant of Gop, and the fong of
the Lamb, faying, greatand marvellous are thy works,
Lorp, Gop, almighty; juft and true are thy ways,
thou king of faints I”’—Once more; on the downfal
of Antichrift, in the 19th chap, we have another fpe-
cimen of this heavenly mufic.  After thefe things,
fays the apoftle, 1 heard a great voice of much people
in heaven, faying, Halleluiah! falvation, and glory,
and honour, and power unto the Lorp our. Gob :. for
(¢) Rev. v. 11, &e.
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frue and righteous are his judgments, for he hath

~ judged the great whore which did corrupt the earthr -

with her fornications, And a voice came out of the
throne, faying; Praife our Gop all ye his fervants,

and ye that fear him both fmall and great :~—and F

heard as it were the voice of 4’ great multitude, and as
the voice of many waters$, and as the voice of mighty
thunders, fayiog, Halleluiah : for the Lorp Gop om-
nipotent reigoeth ;- let us be glad and rejoice, and give
honour to hini (f).””

Tuus amply, =y brethren, is the duty of fidging
praifes to Gob fupported in the fcriptures. Not only
has it been-an effential and very important part of the
public worfhip of Gob in the Patriarchal, Fewifb,
and Chriffian churches, but will alfo continue to be
the joint worthip of holy men and angels to all eter-
nity.

¥r wete alfo eafy to fhew, were it neceffary, that
praife is a very natural acd common expreflién of
good men’s gratitude to Gop, under a feofe of perfos

- mal favours. The holy fcriptures are full of inflances of

this kind. Good men, on various emérgencies, both .
in profperity and adverfity, have betaken themfelves
to this kind of worthip, as well to'thank and praife
Gop for the undeferved mercies ftill continued with
them, and for the fatherly chaftifernents inflited upon '
them, as to implore his favour and prote&ion.
JeHossaPHAT, when threatened with an invafion
by the Ammionites, Moabites and inhabitants of mount .
Seir, did not think it fufficient to appoint a faft, and -
(f) Rev. xix. —T

QU3
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implore help from the Lord by prayer, but alfo ap--
pointed fingers uato the Lord, to praife the beauty of
bolinefs, as they went out towards the army, And it
‘is remarkable that when they began to fing and to
praife the Lord, their enemies. were fmitten before .
them (g). . ,
Good Hezckiak, upon bis recovery from an ill
nefs which. threatned his life, exprefles his gratitude
to Gop in an excellent: fong of: praife, recorded
Mfaiab xxxviii, 9,~21.—Remarkable, to this pur-
pofe, 'was the condu& of- the blind man, whofe eyes
Jefus. opened. Immediately om-receiving his fight,
he teftified his gratitude and joy by following his
benefactor and glorifying-Gop: and all the people,
when they faw it, gave praife to Gob (4).”—How
did the aftonithed and joyous throags, which accom~
panied our Redeemer when he rode in triumph to
Ferufalem, give vent to the overflowings of their
hearts.? Why, we are informed that * the whole
multitude of the difciples began- to rejoice and to
praife Gob for all the mighty works which-they had
feen, faying, Blefled be the King which cometh in
the name-of the Lord : peace in heaven and glory in
the highelt (7).” The joy of the poor cripple’s’
heart, whom, by a miracle of healing, Pefer and
Fobn reftored to the ufe of his limbs, broke out ia
the fame natural and:juft-manner. * He, leaping up,
flood and walked, and entered with them into the
. wemple, walking and leaping and praifing Gop (#),"
(£) 2 Chron. 2x. 19,~—21., (k) Luke xviii; 43..
(i) Luke xix. 37, (B Aftsiii N
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‘eIt like manner, when Paul and S#/as were per-
fecuted for the teftimony of Fefus, and calt into pri-
fon, though in chains, they betook themfelves to this
delightful part of divine worfhip. *¢ At midnight
Paul and Silas prayed and fung praifes to-Gop';
"rejoicing that they were accounted worthy’to fuffer.
fhame for their divine mafter’s mame.” And fo pleaf-
ing was this worfhip to the MosT HigH, that he im-
_mediately appeared for their deliverance : ““For fud-'
denly there was a great earthquake, fo that the foun-
dations of the prifon were fhaken, and immediately ali
‘the doors flew open, and every one’s bands were
loofed (/).
Axp, indeed, if we-attentively perufe the pfalms
of David we will find the greater part of them in-
dited upon fomeé particular perfonalemergency. Some
of them are prayers to the DEiTy for helpand re
lief under fome prefing perfonal afliGtion ; others are
fongs of thankf{giving for fome perfonal favour or de-
liverance ; and: others-hymns of a more general na~
" .ture, in which he either celebrates the divine per-
. fe&tions, or fets:forth:the greatnefs of his works, or

". the wifdem, equity and mercy of his providential

dealings.

Havixg thus fuﬂicxently infifted on the fir/? thing
propofed, and proved the duty of finging praifes to -
Gop, I fhould now precced to the fecond general
head; namely, to explain what is meant by finging
with underflanding. But this mulk be referred to a
fecond difcourfe on the fubjedt. I fhall now con~

() Aas xvie
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clude with an important mference oF two from what
has been fuid.

Inrerencs 1ft. How groundlefs and unreafors-
able are the complaints of thofe perfons, who obje&
againft religion as a mopifh melancholy thing ?

Tue very word praife denotes' chearfulnefs of
temper and joy of heart. Praife, which is one of
the principal-exercifes of religion, to which the Chrif-
tian is called in every circumftance of life,- {prings-
from-the moff refrefbing motives ; from a contem-
plation of Gop’s adorable perfections, and from afenfe
of his awonderful goodnefs-to the children of men.
And what more fit to excite and cherifh the chearful
paffions and joyous affections of the heart, than thefe .
meditations ? What upright mind can be calt down
or troubled, when it confidets itfelf under the-imme-
diate infpection and providential care of an al/-wife,
all-powerful, and all-merciful- Gop? Under this
view of things, how inexprefibly great: was the pious
Pfalmift’s exaltation of heart,.and in what rapturous
ftrains does he exprefsit ? ¢ Let the heavens rejoice
and the earth be glad : “Let the'fea roar and the ful-’
pefs thereof : let the field be joyful and all that is
therein. Then fhall all the trees of the wood re-
joice before the Lord, for lie cometh to judge the
earth : he fhall judge the world- with righteculnefs;
and the people with his truth (m).”—And, agains
“ The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice : let the

. multitude of the ifles be glad thereof. = Clouds and
darknefs are round about him, righteoufnefs and-
(m) PLl xcvi. 11,—13,
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judgment are the habitation of - his throne (#),"—
In thefe and the like paflages, the joy and exultation
of the Pfalmift’s heart burfts forth, and fhines out;
through the language and fentiments. All nature
feems to laugh and.fmile around him, and he feems
to exu/t in the midft of an exulting creation !

AcaIN; what can be better fitted to excite our
Joy than a fenfe of the divine gosdnefs ; efpecially of
bis forgiving love ? Mark the fentiments and expre/-
Jeon of holy David wpon this occafion : * Blefs the
Lord, O my foul, and all that is within me blefs his
holy name. Blefs the Lord, O my foul, and forget
pot all his benefits, who forgiveth all thine iniquities,
who healeth all thy difeafes, who redeemeth thy life
from deltruétion ; who crowneth thee with loving
kiodnefs and tender mercies, who fatisfieth thy
mouth with good things (0).” Do fuch fentiments
and fach language as this favour of gloominefs or
melancholy ?—Nothing lefs fo! nothing more the
reverfe !—therefore we are frequently command-
ed to ““make a joy/ul noifz uato the Lord ; to make
a loud noife and rejoice and fing praife ; toferve the
Lord with gladne/s and come before him with fing-
ing; to go up to Gop’s houfe with the multitude
that keep holy-day;. with the voice of oy and praife;
yea to fréumph in his praife.” Paffages of this kind -
-are frequent and almoft numberlefs in the pfalms and
-other places of fcripture, all of which prove the be~
pign and exhilarating genius of religion,

(n) Pl xcvii. 1,3, (9) Pfal. ciii. 1,—s.. -
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True religion, my friends, is a chearful, joy=
sus thing ; full of heavenly hope, and replete with
motives of the nobkelt and fublimeft pleafures: and
nothing is more -certain than that “ light is fown
for the righteous, and gladnefs for the upright i
heart (p).” “ The truly religious, and they oaly,
bave reafon to rejoice in the Lord, and to give thanks-
at the remembrance of his holinefs.” Therefore the
church is commanded (4) ¢ to rejoice in the Lord,
and to glory in the holy one of Ifrael,”’——And fo
fhie does, in the moft grateful and triumphant lan-
guage, Jfuiah Isi. 10. 1 will greatly rejoice in- the
Lord; my foul fhall be joyfu/ in my Gop; for he
hath clothed me with the garments of falvation, he

hath covered me with' the robe of righteoufnefs; as
@ bridegroom decketh himfelf- with ornaments, and-
@y a bride adorneth heifelf with jewels;””

True, indeed; religious people have. their for—
rows and troubles, and their dark and melancholy
feafons as well as others; but thefe are not the fruits
of -religion (which, where itis felt in its power upon
the heart, always infpires with foy and gladnefs) but
sather proceeds from: the want or imperfeion of re-
ligien. The melancholy feafons of the Chriflian are-
generally occalioned by his own falls and mifcarriages,
his fhortcomings in duty, or untendernefs of confcience,.
which fo darken his evidences for heaven, oppré(s his
mind with a fenfe of puilt, provoke Gop to withdraw
the light of his couatenance from him, and deprive

(#) PGl xevit 1z, (g) Ia: xbi 16
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dhim of the comforts of religion, that his.animal fpi-
gits are funk and deprefled, and he walketh in dark-
#¢fs, and hath 7o light of joy or. comfort. So.that this
melancholy, which is often imputed to religion by ig-
norant and thoughtlefs men, really fprings from a
quite different fource ; either from the awant of it, or
from, falfe and miffaken notions about it. - \Vhereas
in truth, ¢ All the ways of  real religion, are ways of
Pleafantnefs, and all her paths, peace ;” and the Pfal-
mift does nothing more than jullice to that part of
divine worthip in particular, which confifts in finging
praifes to Gop, when he declares; “ My lips fhall
greatly rejoice when 1 fmg unto thee, and my foul;
which thou haft redéemed (r).”
2. Frowm what has been faid we may mfer, that
itis the duty of Chriftians to praife Gop a/ways and
at all times—in ficknefs as well as in health——in ade
werfity as well as in profperity—when Goo frowns
as well as when he fmiles.

Exampres of this duty of perpetual praife, at
all times and ia all conditions, ave frequent in the
fcriptures, Thus David declares ; * My praife fhall
be of thee continually :—1 will yet praife thee more

-and more :—in Gop will 1 boalt all tie day long,
and praife thy name for ever :=——feven times a day do
I praife thee ;—my tongue fhall fpeak of thy righte-
oufnefs and of, thy praifes all the day: awbhile I live
I will praife the Lord; I will fing. praifes unto my
Gop while Lhave any being :—it is a good.thing to

(r)- Pt Ixxd, 2 3



192 S ER MO N VIL

give thanks unto the Lord, and to fing praifes unte
thy name, O thou MosT Hien; to thew forth thy
loving kindnefs in the morning, and thy faithfuloefs
every night.” Thus you fee the pious Pfalmift
thought this part of divine worfhip feafonable a7 o/
times.~—And that it is {o on all occafons, and in
every fuppofeable circumflance of life, is equally evi-

_ dent from-a number of {cripture examples, as well as

’

from the reafon of the thing. Jos blefled and praifed
® faking as well as a giving Gop." In a feries of the
moft affe@ing calamities which ever perhaps happened,
in fuch quick fucceffion, o any one individual, he (till
finds caufe to blefs the Lord: ¢ What! fhall we
receive good at the hand of Gop, and fhall we not
receive evil alfo? The Lowrp gave, and the LorD
hath taken away, and bleffled be the name of the
Lorp (s).” We find Febofbaphat praifing Gop in’
the field of battle, as well as David in his palacé, or
in the fanuary.——Paul and Silas fang praifes to the
Moft High in a dungeon, and rejoiced that they were
counted worthy to fuffer perfecution for Chrift's fake,
while they were loaded with chains, and could not
tell the moment when the fiery trial of martyrdom
was coming upon them ; as well as the cripple whom
Peter and Fobn had loofed from his infirmity, or
King Hezekish, on his recovery from a feemingly
mortal diforder. We find that the firlt believers in
Ferufalem, altho’ in jeopardy of their lives every day,
yet ““ eat their meat with gladuefs and finglenefs of
heart, praijing Gop, and having favour with all the
() Job i ar. ii. 10
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people (¢):” which gives us a convincing proof of
the power which true religion has to fupport the mind
under all outward calamities, and to fortify it againft
all the terrors and dangers which may furround it.
SucH is the fpirit and power of true religion that
1t makes mes Hefed, and infpires them with joy and
gladnefs, under the keeneft worldly reproaches and
fufferings. ¢ Blefled are ye, fays Chrift, when men
fhall revile you, and perfecute you, and fhall fay all
manner of evil againft you falfely for my name’s fakez
rejoice, and be exceeding glad ; for great is your re-
ward in heaven : for fo perfecuted they the prophets
which were before you (z).”—** We rejoice, fays
St. Paul, in hope of the glory of Gop; and not on-
ly fo, but we glory in tribulation alfo; knowing that
tribulation worketh patience, and patience experience,
- and experience hope, and hope maketh not athamed,
becaufe the love of Gob is thed abroad in our hearts
by the Holy Ghoft which is given unto us(w).”
¢ Finally, brethren, fays the fame apoftle, rejoice in
the Lorp—rejoice in the Lord always, and again,

1 fay unto you, rejoice (x).” So that Chriftians fhould .

never fuffer- their minds to fick fo far under any
worldly care or outward calamity, as to prevent them
from this duty and privilege of rejoicing in Gop and
Jinging his praifes with gladnefs of heart. .

Tue prophet Habakknk fuppofes the moft defolate
and fotlorn cafe: he fuppofes the good man ftript of
all his outward fubftance, and of all fublupary com-

() A@sii. 46. (4) Mat.v. tr,120 (@) Rom.v.
3,—s5.  {(x) Philip. iii. s,~—4.

Vor. I R
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forts, and yet fLill he reprefents him as exulting ie
Gop: ‘‘ Althe’ the fig-tree fhall not bloffom, neithep
fhall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive
fhall fail, and the fields fhall yield no.meat; the
flock fhall be cut off from the fold, and there fhall be
no herd in the flall ;”—uwell, what then? fhall he
hang up his harp on the willows, and be angry and
murmur and repine, becaufe Divine Providence (ever

~ wife, juft and good) hath deprived him of thefe out-
ward good things? No: the good man has not fo
learnt religion: he flill finds abundant reafon to trufk
Gobp; yea to rejoice in him too: * Yet I will re-
joice in Gop; 1 will joy in the Gop of my falvar
tion ( y).”

LeT us uy our rcligion, my 6retbrm, by this
touchltone. Worldly-mindednefs itfelf will doubtlefs
be willing to praife Gop, under profperous circums
ftances, and an aflluence of the good things of this
life, ¢ The men of this warld rejoice, when their
corn, wine and oil abound, and when they inherit-the.
peculiar treafures of kings and provinces (z) :” but
can we rejoice in Gop, and praife him with joy of

’ heart, when he fakes, as well as when he gives;
when his providence frowns upon us; when our fubr
ftance, our health, or our reputation is injured, and
perbaps well nigh blafted >——Alas| I fear many of
us know not what manner of fpirits we are of, in thig
refpe& ; and that, if this be a mark of true religion,
we are flill without it; utterly deftitute of thisims
portant branch of the Chriflian temper.
(]) Hab. m 7. (z) Pfiv. 7. Eqclii. §,
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€¢ Ir any man, fays the apoftle, have not the fpirit
of Chrift, heis none of his.”” But what was:the {pi-
rit and temper of Chrift in the moft trying and dif-
agreeable circumftances? 'Why, he bore the rudeft
injuries with the greateft meeknefs, and altho’ he had
not where to lay his head, yet never was he heard to
utter one murmuring or repining word again{t the Di-
vine Providence. While he was not only forfaken of
all his friends, but'in a great meafure of his heavenly
Father alfo, he fhewed the utmolt refignation and fub-
miton to the divine will, faying, ** Not my will but
thine be done: the cup which my Father hath given
me, fhall I not drink it ?”—=In the near profpe& of
the laft {cene of the moft dreadful tragedy of his fuf-
ferings, with the perfidy of his friends, the malice
and cruelty of his enemies, the vir;egar and the gall,
the crofs, the nails, and the fpear, full in his eye, Fre
fang a hymn of praife to Gop -with his difciples in
the gueft chamber, and thence went forth to the
mount of Olives, to await the falfe difciple who
fhould betray him; and this dreadful fcene he clofed,
by pouring the balm of con{olation into the wounded
fpirit of a dying malefador, and praying mercy down
- upon the heads of his murderers.

-Bur r;afon, indeed, as well as fcripture, may af-
fure us that there can be no circumftance in the life
of man fo comfortlefs, as to render the praifes of
_ Gop an unfeafonable duty. Tt is furely matter of
praife and rejoicing to the molft guilty and miferable
of the human race, that they are ftill in the land of
the living, azd in a place of repentance ;——that a

‘R 2
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pumber of undeferved mercies are flill continued with
them ;——that the Lord, who reigns, and who will
judge the world in righteoufnefs, is flill waiting to
be gracious; that they are flill in a place of hope,
and their fpirits not yet groaning under a load of di~
vine vengeance, with other gpilty fpirits like them~
felves. Indeed ** why fhould living men complain 2**
Every thing on this fide a fixed ftate of mifery, s
wercy, and jullly claims the tribate of our praife to
Lim whofe compafions fail not, and whofe tender
mercies are over all his works, ¢ O then, praife ye
the Lord: praife God in his fanGuary : praife him in
the firmament of his power: praife him for his migh~ -
ty adis: praife him according to his excellent great-
nefs: let every thing that hath breath praife the
Lord: praife ye the Lord !”  Amea,
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The divine duty of Pfalmody ftated

and expliained, in two fermons, from
Psav. xlvii. 7.—
«—Sing ye praifes with underffanding.

SERMON IL

)SALMOD Y makes fuch an effential and im«
portant part of our public awsr/hip, and fhould
make fuch a conftant part of our private and even
of our fecret devotions, that I need not, I hope, far-
ther apologize for dwelling pretty l;rgely upon the
fubjed, and cultivating it with a compafs and cir-
cumllantiality which its importance feems to deferve,
TrirFLEs deferve not much of our time or atten-
tion, and érevity, joined with perfpicuity, has doubt-
lefs its advantages even in important fubje@s, when
the defign is only to {trike the mind with general views
" of them : but it muft alfo be allowed that there is
an advantage in cultivating insportant praclical {ub-
je@s; inviewing them on all fides, and diltindtly
confidering them in all ¢their parts and dependencics,
R 3
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This tends to open and expand the mind; give it
enlarged and comprehenfive views, and furnifh it with:
clear-and determinate ideas.

AN ingenious mind delights in fyftent, It loves
to fee truths in their harmony and connexion, and
while it beholds a do@rine furrovaded by all the as-
guments which can fupport it, and illuminated by all
the: evidence it will admit, it is captivated' by the
love of truth, and powerfully influenced to the obe-
dience of faith..-

1T cannot eafily be accounted for, that, while the
Chriftian " world is filled with volumes on the facre-
ments and the duties of preaching, meditation and
prayer, yet fo little fhould have been wrote on the:
divine duty of pfalmedy which conftitutes fuch an-
important part of our public worthip; and that it
fhould be fo very feldom explained and enforced from -
the pulpit, that I really do not remember ever to
have feen a fermon or treatife on the fubje&. ‘This
confideration, and the fuperficial and indevout man~
per in which this part of the divine fervice feems to.
be too generally conducted, have engaged me to con~
fider the fubje& more fully, than otherwife might have
feemed neceffary or expedient.
: 1IN a former difcourfe from the words, I have
fully proved, that finging praifes to Gop, has beem
one principal part of the worfhip o’ the Deity, in e-
very age of the world, andin every fucceffive difpen-
fation of religion. I come now to fhew you, under
the . '

Seconp- head of difeourfe, what is meaat by fing-
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ing praifes with anderflanding: or how we may
pexform this part of divine worthip according to the
Pfalmift’s injuncion, and to divine aceeptance,

We may be faid to fing with underflanding

1ft. WhEN we underftand the avords and péra/e:
which we fing ;

adly. Wuen we underftand the mind of the
Soirit, er the feope and drift of the pfalms which
we fing ;=

3dly. Waes we fing with raifed and elevatcd
affections, fuitable to the f2n/e and fpirit of thefe
pfalms ;—and

4thly. WHEN wé fing accordmg to the rales of
art ; or accompany the inward melody of the heare,
with the outward mufic and harmony of the voice.

Avry thefe four things, ¥ apprehend, are in fome
meafure underftood in the Pfakmift’s precept, fing ye
praifes nith underflanding. 1 {hall fir/? briefly il
huftrate each of them in their order, and then make
fome praical application of the fubject.

- Hft. In order to fing with underftanding, we muft
underftand the words and phrafes which we fing, It
might feem trifling to atsempt ghe illuftration of fo
obvious a matter, did we not attually know that
the prejudices of mankind have duped many of them
into the prepofterous cultom of praying #o God and
finging bis praifes in an woknown tongue, and that .
eut of a {tupid veneration for antiquity ; altho’ it is
a cuftom diametricaily oppofite to the exprefs decla-
sation of Gob in fcripture,

Tus fame may be faid in this cafe, which the a-
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poltle applies upon another occafion, with regard to’
the ufe of flrange tongues, which was one of the
firft miraculous gifts conferred on the apoftles and
other difciples, for the more fpeedy and convenient
propagation of the gofpel among foreign pations, It
feems the teachers of the Corinthian church per-
verted and abufed this gift, by praying and prophe-
Jying or preaching in_an unknown tongue, which the
apoftle Paul feverely feproves, as not only finful—
making a vain and oftentatious parade of a divine’
gift, given by Chrift for the propagation of his gof-
pel ;—but alfo sé4/urd—ufing this gife in fuch a
manner and in fuch circumftances, that the churchi
could not thereby be edified. The apoftle’s reafon-
ing on this fubject is worth reciting, ** Lven things,:
fays he, without life, giving found, whether pipe or
harp, except they give a diftin&ion in the founds,
how fhall it be known what is piped or harped ? For
if the trumpet give an uncertain found, who fhall
prepare himfelf to the battle? So likewife ye, ex:
gept ye utter by the tongue,- words ealy to be un-
derftood, how fhall it be known what is fpoken ?
For ye thallfpeak ingp the air. . Therefore if I know
not the meaning of the voice, I fhall be to him that
fpcaketh g barbarian, and he that fpeaketh fhall be
& barbariam to me, Evean fo'ye, forafmuch as ye
are zealous of fpiritual gifts, feck that ye may excel
to the edifying of the church. For if I pray in an
unkoown tongue, my fpirit prayeth, but mine under-
SAanding is unfruitful, Whatis it then? I will pray
with the fpirit, and I will pray with the underftand-
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ing alfo: 1will fing with the fpirit, and I will fing
with the underftanding alfo. Elfe when thou fhale
blefs or pray with the fpirit, how fhall he who oc-
‘cupieth the room of the unlearned fay, Amen, at thy
giving of thanks; feeing he underftandeth not what
" shou fayeft ? For thou verily giveft thanks well,
but the other is not edified. 1 thank my Gob, I
fpeak with tongues more than you all ; yet in the
church I bhad rather fpeak five words with my
underftanding, that by my voice I might teach o-
thers alfo, than fen thoufand words in ar unknown
tengue (a).” Indeed she whole of this chapter is fo
obvioufly applicable to our prefent purpofe, that it
needs no comment, If we underftand not tée mean-
ing of the awords and phrafes we fing, let us fing
with never fo loud, or never fo mufical an air, yet
we fing we know not what; our koowledge is not
thereby increafed ; our devout affections cannot be
raifed ; our hearts cannot be bettered ;—althouéh
we may féem to praife Gop outwardly with the
voice, yet we do it without underflanding; which
robs the duty of all its pleafure, profit and accept-
ablenefs, and renders it a mere carcafs of praife,
which can neither pleafe Gop nor profit ourfelves.
Hence you fee how neceffary and expedient it is,
that we fhould not only choofe the moft obvious
and intelligible tranflation of the pfalms, but alfo that
we give the clofeft application ¢o the ftudy of thefe
divine poems; fo that, if poflibdle, we may under-
ftand the meaning of every word and phrafe; that

(#) s Cor, iv, 2,—26:

-
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while we are {o often called upon to j‘oin in this pare
of divine worfhip, both in our public and private
devotions, we may do it with enlightened under-
ftandings and raifed affeions. Indeed énowledge
and practice.are fo intimately and infeparably united .
in religion, that the /atter cannot have an exiftence
without the former. That  ignorance, therefore,
fhould be the mother of devotion,” is the moft fenfe-
Jefs and abfurd of all paradoxes.

Ildly. Not only ought we to have a competent
underftanding of the words and phrafes which we
fing, but alfo of the drift, feope, and temvur of the
pfalms themfelves.

THis is of fomewhat a different confideration from
the foregoing particular : for a perfon may well e-
nough underf(tand the particular words and pbrafes
of any difcourfe which he reads or hears, and yet have
fittle underftanding of the whole taken together in
its connexion, or of the drift, fcope-and defign of the
fpeaker or writer. In the pfalms, as well as in the
reft of the bible, there are many things hard to be
underftood, which the ignorant and unlearned in the
myltery of godlinefs, are in danger of wrefting, as
they do' other fcriptures, to their own perdition (4).
The fenfe indeed of the devotional and penitentiat
plalms, is very obvious to all fuch as have their minds
exercifed unto godlinefs: bat the bifforical, typical,
and prophetical pfalms, and fuch in which references
and allufions are made to the ceremonial and judisial
darws require a very competent knowledge, not only

(b) » Pet. iii. 16.
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«of ahe prophecies, types, ceremonies, and figures of
the Ol Teftament, and their fulfilment under the
New ; but alfo of the Jewith hiftory and antiquities;
in order to their being well underftood, and to- our
Singing the praifes of Gob with underflanding. But
this will more fully appear under the

1Ild. PARTicuLAR which runs thus; ¢ We muft
fing with elevated and engaged affactions, fuitable to
the fenfe and fpirit of the pfalms which we fing.”

INDEBD this is the great art of finging, which, I
fear, few——alas! very few fingers. underftand or
pradtife as they onght, This is to fing praifes awith
underflanding ; to fing with grace, making melody
in our hearts to the Lord. A pfalm thus fung, is &
real al? of devotion ;~—a real means of purifying
the heart and of raifing and fpiritvalizing the af
fecions ; a facrifice truly acceptable to Gop and pro-
fitable unto ps. :

Tuisis the aply mufic which is agreeable to Gop§
the only harmony which pleafes hisall-difcernjng ear,
He claims the heart in his worfhip = All the reft is’
nothing without it: HE 1s A SpikiT, and requires
indifpenfibly that thofe who worthip him, fhould do
it in fpirit and in truth; and fhould pay him a rea-
fonable fervice. Be our voices ever {o melodiouss
“be our fkill in mufic ever fo nice and accurate ; yet .
if there be a defect bere; if our hearts ®d affeétions
go not along with the found of our voices; if our
Jouls be not in tune to fing the fongs of Zion; if our
minds, be not properly exercifed upon the fenfe and
meaning of what we fing, the moft ravithing notey
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and melodious airs, will be but as a founding brafs
and a tinckling cymbal in the ears of that Gop who
fearcheth the hearts and trieth the reins of the chil-
dren of men.

" REcuLar and devout affections are the mufic of
heaven, Thefe are the harmony of the upper world,
Holy love, fear, reverence, gratitude and defire, are
the facrifice of praife which Gop requires. Thefe
will make ourfongsand halleluiahs reach the heavens
and bring down the dew of grace and comfort on our
fouls. The Lord regardeth a broken heart; a bto-
ken and a contrite fpirit he will never defpife. He
requires truth in the heart and uprightnefs in the in-
ward part. Without 7Ais, our loudeft fongs of praife
are but mere mockery, highly difpleafing to the Di-
vine Being, and utterly unprofitable to ourfelves.

It is impoffible for me, on the prefent occafion, to
run through the whole pfulms and fhew you, as I go
along, bow our.inward affections thould be exercifed,
while we fing every particular pfalm.and verfe. [
fhall, however, by the divine afliftance, make a few
general obfervations which I hope, may ferve as 2
key to this part of divine worthip, and which, by the
help of your good fenfe, may direé you in particular
cafes.

IN general ; our minds and affections, in the time
of finging, Mould be exercifed correfpondently to the
Jfenfe and matter of the pfalms we fing. To inftance
in a few particulars. )

1. Axe we finging a peoitential pfalm; thatis,
8 pfalm wherein the Pfalmilt is coafeffing his fins, im-

’
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ploring the divine forgivenpefs, and refolving upon
repentance (a3 in the 6, 32, 38, 51, 102, 130,
132, 143, &c.); we fhould endeavour to call into
remembrance our own fins, with their heinous nature
. and aggravations ; afk pardon for them, and refolve
in the divine ftréngth inftantly to abandon and forfake
them; thus applying the Pfalmift’s language to our -
own cafe, and having our affe®ions moved and exer-
cifed accordingly.

2. Arg we finging a pfalm wherein the Pfalmift
prays for increafe of grace, deliverance from the
power of enemies, or from any other afHliion or ca-
Jamity either in foul or body (of which kind are the
‘25, 39, 88, 90, &c, &c.); we fhould confider at
the fame time what kind or degree of grace we molt
fand in need of ;=—what enemies fpiritual or tempo-
ral, are mott likely to prevail againft us;—what af-
fliction bodily or fpiritual we moft labour under ;—
and fo put up our moft fervent defires to Gop, with
the words of the Pfalmift, that he would fupply all
our wants,—grant us all needed grace and affiftancé,
—preferve us from the power and malice of all our
_enemies fpiritual and temporal,——and gracioufly, in
kis own good time and way, deliver us from fuch bo~
dily or fpiritual afflictions as we are at prefent labour-
ing under, and preferve us fafe to his heavenly king-
dom.

3. ARE we ﬁngmg fuch pfalms as fet forth and
celebrate the infinite power, wifdom and knowledge
of Gop ; the wifdom of his counfels and the great-
aefs of his works (of which kind are the 8, 19, 104

Vor. I. S
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139 148, &c.); we thould eadeavour to raife aur
hearts to grand and worthy gonceptions of the great
" Gop; to a reyerential admiration of bis adorable.
perfe@ions ;whis inconceivable power, unfearchable
wifdom, and boundlefs etéraal exiftance. Ina word;
we fhould eadeavour to frame {uch worthy notiong
of the great Gop, while we fing thefe pfalms, as Dg-
vid had while he compefed and indited them, and {o
utter thefe exalted fentiments in the wopds of the
boly Phalmilt. - ,

O what a facred relith would this exercife of heart
give to the finging of plalms! What pleafure and
improvement would the rational foul receive in thus
thouting forth the praifes of its Maker dvit/ undere
Slonding!

4 Wury we fing thole plalms which fet forth
the goodaels of Gon to all creatures in general, or tg
she children of maem in pasticular ;—his goodnefs ia
greating, preferving, providing for avd fuftaining ol
~ shings; efpecially his forgiving grace and redeeming
{ove (as in the 8, 29, 89, 103, 147, &c. &c.); we
fhould try to have oyr affections raifed to an endearing
fenfe of Gop’s gaodnefs, 2ad of his wonderful works
to the childsen of men. We (hould think of all his
goodaefs o ourfelves ia particular, and work up our
hears ino a holy rapture of love and gratitude to fo
_ kind a Creator, fo bountifyl a Benefa&or, and fo gea-
gious, & Redeemee; and a penetrating fenle of his
great 2ag undeferved goodaefs (hould, as it weve, o-
. verwhelm our fouls; with a holy forrow for ouc vile
.~ ingeatitgde, and: for the poor msurns of hove and ofxe
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di¢nce we have made him ia rewrn fer all His bene-
fits conferred on us.

§. WHEN we are finging thofe diforical pfalms,
wherein the Plalmift records and abndges the hif-
tory of the Jewifh church, and fers forth Gop’s vas
rious providence towards that highly favoured peo-
ple;—his faving and delivering them when they
‘humbled themfelves for their fins,; and put their troft
in him; and his diftrefling, aMli®ting and deftroying
them, when they revolted from him, and followed
after lying vanities and dumb idols (among which are
the 44, 105, and 107, &c.); we fthould endeavour
‘to raife our hearts to a grateful admiration of Gop’s
goodnefs in planting a church among men ;—of his
power and awifdom in preferving it amidft fo many
enemies arid dangers which were in league for its des
ftrudtion ;——of his Aolinefs and jsftice in punifhing
iniquity with fo much impartiality and feverity in his
own covenant people,~—=and of his mercy in fo graci-
oufly hearing and delivering them tpon their repent-
snce and amendment, Thefe hiftorical pfalms fhould
alfo excite in us a holy fear left we fallinto thofe fins
which brought fuch awful judgments upon that un-
happy people, and at length unchurched them alto-
gether; fo that they who were once the people of
Gop, are now become aliens to the commonwealth of
frael, and ftrangers to the covenants of promife ;—
and'thould fill us with compaffion for their unhappy
fate, and infpire us with ardent defires that they may
‘be again reRored to the friendfhip and favour of Gon ;
fo that both feaws and Gentiles may make but one

S 2
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doly, united church, under the glorious Meffiah, the
fhepherd and bithop of fouls.

6. Waew we fing thofe pfalms wherem the holy
Plaimift exprefles fuch earneft defires aftér commu~
vion with Gop ;—fuch ardent breathings after &
fenfe of his favour ;——fuch fervent affections towards
him ;—fuch an unfeigned delight in his pure and ho-
ly law, and in the obedience of it,~—and fuch a fera-
phic zeal and affe@ion for his public worthip and or-
dinances (among which are the 26, 27, 42, 43,63,
65, 84, 119, 122); we fhould bewail our want of
fuch earnef? and intenfe breathings after Gop ;—
mourn over the lukewarmnefs of our love, and the
dulnefs and ftupidity of our frames, and pray that

- Gop would voughfafe us fuch.a difcovery of himfelf
and of the beauty of holinefs a¢ may inflame our
hearts with a more ardent love and zeal for himfelf,
his laws,. his ordinances, and for the enlargement and
profperity of his church and kingdom; fo that we
may be enabled to join, with our whole hearts, in

" shofe holy and exalted fongs of praife, and fing them
with raifed affeétions. -

7. Wusn we are finging thefe pfalms, whxch

. are prophecies concerning the gerfon and fufferings
of Chrift (among which. are the 2, 22, 49; 45, 69,
7 2,and 1 10),every devout, pious and grateful affeétion
fhould be fticred up, and give pathos and emergy to
the accents of our praife. Our iomolt fouls fhould
blefs the Lorp for the early difcoveries be made of
Chrift to his church by prophecy; for the charafer
tiftic defcriptions he gave ef his per/on and offices, his
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labours and fufferings in thofe early predi@ions, which
are all exadtly and circumftantially fulfilled in oue
Jefus j==as appears by comparing thefe prophecies
with the hiftory of his life and death in the New
Teftament.” While we fing his fufferings, we fhould
be deeply affected with fortow for thofe fins which
required and occafioned them. While we fing his re-
Jurre@ion, afcenfions, and fubfequent glories, we
fhould rejoice in fpirit that he is fo compleat a Savi-
our, who has mrade a full atonement, entered into
Beaven bafore us, and ever lives there to make inters
ceffion for us. We fhioold aét a lively faith in hiy
merit and righteouftefs, and rejoice in the’confirmas
tion which thefe prophecies give to our faith and
hope. . ’
8. WueN we fing plalms of confidence and reli-
ance upon Gap, (as the 23, 25, 27, 31, 37, 40,
73, &c.); we fhould labout to exerdife the fame
virtae,  and to excite the fame temper in our own .
“hearts ; to caft off all dependance on outfelves and
every other creature ;—trult wholly and entirely in
kit alone j«—ecommit our fouls and bodies ard all
oue fpiricual asd tenyporal concertis to him, as toa
faithfal Creator and Redeenier ;—leate ourfelves en-
tirely with ljm, and wait patiestly and fubmiffively
for his will and pleafure ;——for this purpofe, eal-
ling into remembrance, his infiaite power, bis tender
- mercies, his'unerring widom and his vafailing faith-
- falnefs and truch ; all which are fufficiéns reafons
and motives of our unlimited confidence in him:
9. WHER we fing the marks and charadters of -
s 3
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good .men, as we have them laid down in the 1, 155
24, and other pfalms ; we fhould carefully obferve,
as we go along, whether we ourfelves anfwer to the
charalers laid down.in thefe pfalms ; mourn over
our deficiencies and fhortcomings, and refolve in the

-frength.of Chrift upon amendment,—When.we fing:

the chara@er of the wicked, as.in-the , §, 9, 11,
37, 73, plalms, and the dreadful miferies to which
they are-expofed ; we fhould ftir up in our fouls an-
abhorrence of all wickednefs, which renders finners fo-
vile, odious and hateful in the eyes of Gop, and:
which inevitably expofes them to his heavy judg-
ments,——And when we fing of the bleflednefs of the
righteous, and that glosy which is prepared for them,.

_asinthe 4, 1§, 16, 17, and 23, pfalms ; we thould

raife our affe@ions to a love and efteem of holinefs,
which is the health and beauty of the rational fouk
and renders it like to Gop ;—=lift up our earnelt de-

* firés after greater degrees of it, ,and long for the hea«
~ venly happinefs with which it fhall be finally re-

warded.

“1ro. THERE are al{o other pfalms wherein the
Pfalmift feems to pray down heavy curfes upon his
enemies (fuch as the 35, 55, 69, and 143). Thefe
have given no fmall offence to many good men, and
have abundantly opened the mouths of infidels againft
the fcriptures, as feeming to favour of private re-
venge s a vice condemaed even by the light of nature
and the law of Mofes, and diametrically oppofite to
the fpirit and genius of Chriftiadity, which exprefsly
*ommands us ta render goad for evil and bleffing fos




S ERMON. IX. a5y

, eurfing ;—to love our enemies, and'to do good toy
and pray for, them that hate us, and evilly intreat and
perfecute’ us,

IT ought however to be confidered that the Pfal~
mift, in many of thefe pfalms, {peaks in the perfom
of Chrift, as in the 69 ; and then thefe curfes pro- -
nounced againt his enemies, are to be underftood as:
the language of Chrift concerning finally impenitent
finners; which is doubtlefs reafonable and juft.—In
others of thefe pfalms the Pfalmift fpeaks as a propées,
and, fo does. no more than denounce the judgments
of Gep againft his obftinate and irreclaimable ene-
‘mies. For inftance ; Pfal. xxxuv. 4. * Let them
be confounded and put to fhame that feek after my
foul.,”~—And Pfal. lxix. 24. * Pour out thine in-
dignation upon them, and let thy wrathful anger
take hold of them, &c.” In fuch paflages. as. thefe,
the Plalmift only foretéls, as @ prophet of Gop, what
JPall happen to thefe wicked men. As if he had
faid : * Thdy /ball be counfounded that feck afer:
my foul : thine indignation /bal/ be poured out upon
them, and thy wrathful amger /ba/l take hold of
them.” And indeed the words might as properly be
tranflated fo, feeing in the Hebrew tongue, the im-
prerative mood is often ufed for thefuture tenfe of the
éndicative—=as let shem, for they fball, and the like. .

. Psrmarsit were moft prudent not to fing thefe

-plalms at all, in public worthip, left their fenfe and
application might be perverted and abufed by in-
dividuals, unlefs \in fuch a form as tbe imitation
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of the pfaims of David by Dr. Watts, where the
evangelical fenfe of them is given, and every a-
‘bufe of them guarded againft. But if we do fing
thefe pfalms, we mult not think ourfelves warranted
to with the defirution of our temperal enemies. We
may indeed fafely pray that Gon would blaft and con~
found their unrighteous defigos againft us, as this is
‘confiftent enough with the love which we owe them :
ahowever we (hould, at the fame time, defire their
reformation and pray for. their eternal bappinefs. It
is moft advifeable, however, to turn the meaniag of
thefe plalms againft our fpiritaal encmies, in whichr
cafe thefe imprecations are wirranted in their utmoft
latitude :=~but ia no other way i. it fafe for us w
imitate the Plakmift, who was an infired man, a
prophet, and a type of Chrift, in the language of thefe
plalms. :

I HavE been more circumftantial, perhaps, than'
may be thought needful, in the illlimgion of this:
particular, becaufe § think it of the laf. importaace
to the right performanee of this part of divine wor-
fip. Thus fhould we fing praifes with underfland-
ing ; with raifed and elevated affe@tions, fuitable to
the fenfe and meaniag of the pfalms which we fiag 3
~—our hearts {ymphenizing, as it were, with the {pirit
and genius of thefe diviae compofitions, ead accord-
ing in fweet harmony with the fentiments and affec
tions which infpired them. Indeed without this con-
cord and confonamce of the affctions, -with the fpirit
and genmius of the cempofitions we fing, .it were as
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yood we fung fa, fo/, /a, or any other unmeaning
" motes, as the beft pfalm in the bible.

WHAT pity is it then that the theughts of many
Chriftians fhould be entirely taken up with the fanes
which they fing, whillt the awords and matter, the
defign and intention of the pfalm, are litde, if at all,
vegarded? And is it ot to be feared that many fing
plalms in this manner, who, provided they carry on
the mulfic of the tune, and beara tolerable chorus with
their fellow worthippers, are regardlefs of the mat-
ter of the pfalm, and pay little attention to the mafis
of the heart, the barmony and melody of holy 4f-

Feltions, which alone is of any avail, in the efteem of
. shat heart-fearching Gop whom we pretend to wor-
fhip ? o
I woup beg leave to flop for a few minutes and
make a few reflections on this branch of the fub-
«“WHAT thawks @0 we owe to Gop who hath fur-
-pithed us with foch an excellent colletion of pfalms,
indited by his Hely Spirit, and fo well fitted and a-
dapted to all the cafes and cireumftances‘of the Chrif-
tian ? Here is £ noble treafure of animated and fub-
lime devotion for the exercife and comfort of the
pious mind, in almoft every condition and circum-
flance of the Chriftian life, Is the Chriftian undes
trouble of mind or diftrefs of confcience, under a
fenfe of guilt 2 Here are penitential pfalms excel-
lently calculated for the broken heart and the con-
#rite [pirit >~==Is he under the fmiles of Gop’s coun-
tenance and ravithed with a fenfe of his favour; his
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thearful paffions raifed, and his heart exhilarated
with a fenfe of his loviag kindnefs, which is betrer
than life ? Here are fongs of praife which will add
vigour to his warmeft gratitade, and give wings to his
fwifteft, ftrongeft devotion.—<Is he under the preffare
of heavy afflitions, either of body or of mind ? Here
he will be taught to truft in Gop, and wait his gracis
ous will'with patience, complacency and perfeét re<
fignation.—Is he filled with worthy and exalted ap-
prehenfions of the divine perfedtions; of Gob's power,
wifdom, goodnefs and univerfal providence and pre:
fence 2 Here are pfalms which will help his medita-
tions, raife his admiration, and teach him to celebrate
the divine attributes in fome meafure anfwerable to
their excellent greatnefs.—Is he poor and afflicted,
defpifed and forfaken, deflitute of wosldly friends or
of worldly comforts? Here are pfalms which will
teach him to rejoice in Gob as his portion and inhe-
ritance, and 1o enjoy a more exalted pleafure in this
confideration, than worldlings can poffibly experience
in the greateft increafe and abundance of their corn,
wine and oil :——yea, to fay, with the triumphant
Plalmift, * Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and
there is none on earth whom I dufite befides thee : my
heart and my flef fail; ‘but Gop is the ftrength of
my heart and my portion for ever (c).”——1Is he rich
and profperous? thefe divipe fongs will not only
teach him the proper ufe and application of fuper-
fluities, but will alfo inftruct him how te make grate-
ful returns to his benefadtot, in the language of praife
' (6) Phak Ixxdii, 25, 26
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and thankfulnefs. 1n fhort there is fcarce one fup~
pofeable circumftance in the Chriftian life, but thers
is fome pfalm, or part of a pfalm, in this colleﬁlon,
adapted to it. ,

LET us then,. my brethren, refolve to acquaint
purfelves more than ever with this divine treafure of
inward and experimental devotion. Let us more at+
sentively ftudy the rich fenfe and fublime beauties of
thefe heavenly compofitions, and labour to conform
and ateune our hearts to the holy fentiments which
- they breathe and iofpire; until they catch the diviog

pathos, and glow and burn with the fame celeftial fire,
In a word : let thefe pfalms of David, be our fong and
rejoicing in this houfe of our pilgrimage, umil our
heavenly harps are (trung, and our hearts are attuned,
go join the celeftial band of quirifters which furround
the throne of Gov, and fiag the fong of Mofes and
of the Lamb for ever and ever. 1 now proceed ta
fhew you in the

Ivth. Awnp lalt place, That when the pfalmift ex«
horts us to fing praifes awith underflanding, be may
alfo bave regard 10 1he manner of our finging ; name-

" ly, that we fing them mufically, or according to lba
rales of art.

MARKIND are prome to rim into two extremes in
the modes of divine worthip. Their/f is that of thofe
who make religion to confift almoft wholly in extere
pals, and a bodily ferviee, which, as the apoftle jull»
}y obferves, profiseth little ; in certain 'modes and ces
pemonies ;—in & flated and methadical rousd of cera

pn oyptward adls, fuflerings, exercifes, gfﬁufr; ang:
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Jarcical grimaces ; as tho’ the kingdom of heavem
were to be taken by bodily violence; or as: tho’ a
woutine of thefe bodily acVions and yuggling tricks could
have any tendency to pleafe the De1TY, who can only
take pleafure in the contrition, repentance and reco-
vered virtue of hislapled creatures. This is to make
religion confift merely of a body, and that a very mon-
Jlrous, deformed, and antic one too ; whereas it con-
fifts only and wholly in a due fenfe of the rational
foul’s obligation to Gop, together with correfpondent
fentiments and a corgefpondent pradtice. He who
knows and Joves Gop as he ought, and ferves him
ia the virtues and graces of a holy life, and 4e alone,
is truby religious; and fuch an one will furely not
Begle any outward fervices and obfervances which
his Gop hath enjoin’d; as coming home upon his
confcience with all the weight of divine authority.
Even when a multitude of expenfive facrifices, bur-
thenfome ceremonies, and Jaborious bodily fervices,
were enjoined by Gop; and made a confiderable part
in the worfhip of his ancient church, yet they were
even then accounted but ¢he leffer matters of the law,
and always gave place to judgment, mercy, faith,
righteoufnefs and the Jove of Gop, which were the
woeighticr matters of the law; the capital duties of
morality and religion. St. Paul calls thefe things
-yoke of bondage, which peither they nor their fathers
were able to bear, and rejoices and exults in that Ji-
berty awberewith Chrift had made his difciples and fol-
Jowers free, by blotting out and cancelling that band-
writing of erdinances, and nailing it, as a dead let-
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ter, tothe c"&j} of Chrift, in whofe incarnation, pafe’
fien and fuperior fpiritual difpenfation, it had its full
accomplithment, How abfurd is it then in Chriltians
to entangle themlelves again in the fame, yea in a
avorfe yoke of bondage; having begun in the fpirir,
thus to end in the fe/b, and by a cumberfome and
 fatile will-worfbip, not osly to ufurp the prerogative
of Chrift, who alene has power and right to make laws
and ordinances for his church, but alfo mar and de~
form that beautifu} plan of a fimple and fpiritual wor-
fhip which he hath laid down for his difciples? Who,
indeed, hath required thefe things at our hands? Or
how can we hope to pleafe him, *‘ by teaching for
do&rines the commandments of men ; or making void
the word of Gop by vain traditions, and uncommand-
ed obfervanees?”

OTHERS again,, running to the oppofite extreme,
think they can never enough ftrip religion of every
thing which is vifble and external; fome denying-
the external ufe of the facraments, and the ufe of
pfalmody, and others going ftill farther, and declining
" the public, focial worfhip of Gop, and confining all
religion to a kind of folitary quietifm, and the filence
of mental prayer. Now the error of thefe good people
lies in their ftripping religion of its body altogether,
and making it a mere kind of ens rationis, a mere
creature of the brain, or, at leaft, having its exiftence
only in the underftanding and affetions, without any
vifbility, whereby it might be made manifeft to the
world : whereas religion, as it exifts in, and is exerci~
fed by, man, who is a being of a mixed nature, confift~

Vou. L. . T
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dng of a foul and body in union ; muft be, in.part at’
dealt, a vifible thing, having a body as well as a foud,
‘The apoftle, indeed, juftly obferves that bodily fer-
-wice profiteth Yittle ; yet it.profiteth fomething ; and
it were very eafy to prove to a demonftration that
the very idea of* fociad wor/bip includes the neceffity
of it. If itis the duty of Chriftians nof £0 negle? the
affembling of themfelves together for the folemn, pub-
lic focial worthip of thieir common Creator, Benefoc~
dory and Redeemer ; to pray to him; to read and
hear his word ; to fing his praifes, and to receive the
- facraments of his appoiatment ; then it is equally e-
ceffary that they fhould mutaally agree upon fome
_convenient tixe and place for this purpofe’; that they
thould prefent their bodiesTav #bis place; that they
.4hauld ufe their songues and vaices and ears for the
purpofes aforefaid, and that they thould employ fuch
outward bodily actions aad geftares a8 decency and
£xpediency fuggeft, for the performance of this focial
aworthip. In one word: religion without the Jrars
. and affe@ioys, is but ¢ mere dead carcafs 5 or rather,
by no means defecves the mame :~—without fome bo--
dily fervices ar external ufages, it can neither be ex-
wercifed fociafly, nor can it be of much fervice to fo-
ciety. We muft let our piety and good wor/hip, as well
s ous good works, appear before men, that others, be-
holding them, may glorify oyr Father in heaven. Re--
ligion, fo far as it is examplary, or fitted and calew--
Jated for promoting the good of others, nuft be
clothed with the body" of good works, and hdly du-
Fiess—multbe vifibleand external. But then this body
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auft be asimated by a fou/; otherwife it no more des
ferves to be called religion; than a marble ftatue dev
" ferves to be called a man.

EnvicuTENED and fan&ified reafon, guided and
dire@ted by fcripture, and the cuftoms and ulages of
the primitive apoftalic church, will teach us to fteer a’
middle courfe between thefe two extremes. - Reafon
teacheth us that Gop is to be worthipped focially or
in publis, as well as perfonally ot in fecret ;—that
8s he is a pure, boly, omnifcient, omniprefent Spirity
he muft chiefly be pleafed with inward piety and
virtue, with the rectitude and finceridy of the hears,
and thie fervent ardour of pure and holy affeéions ;—=
yet that he requires the homage and fervice of our
pntire nature, which he has made and fupports prin-
cipally for this purpofe~——fo that our bodics, as well as
all that is within thent, fhould be a confecrated thing
pnto the Lord, and thould be reverently and a&ively
employed in bis fervice, fo far as they can prove fub-
fervient to the promotion of inward religion, eithee
in ourfelves or others ;—yet that thefe bodily fer-
vices, being the mere fhell and exterior of religion,
and only ufeful to an higher end, or inftrumental to
that which is fpiritual and internal, if we muhiply
them above what their reafon and utility requires,
they muft then become fuperfitious; needlefsly bur-
thenfome to ourfelves, and rather difpleafing than
otherwife to that Gop who, being a pure Spirit,
maft chiefly be pleafed with a pure, fpiritual awor-
Jbip; with trae homage in the beart, and fincerity in-
she saward part, -

T 3
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Now, it cannot, methinks, but greatly recommend
the religion of Chrift and his apoftles to our approba-_
tion and acceptance, that it recommends juft fuch-a

Simple, rational and Jpiritual worthip of the DErTY,
as our beft reafon diQtates and approves. We fiad it
encumbered with no burthenfome, expenfive ceremo-
pies; no parade of treublefome bodily fervices ; no~
thing in it, in fhort, of this kind, but what is either
abfolutely neceffary to accommodate it to fociety, or
highly ¢onducive to fome fpiritual a&ls and exercifes
of the mind. In a word; thefe divine seachers and
~modellers of the Chriftian worfhip, have not only fet
us an example of the greateft fmplicity and fpiritu~
ality in conduéting it; but have exprefsly forbid alf
buman additions and inventions:to be joined with it
under the notion of awill-wor/bip, being wife above
that which is cwritten, and teacking for doltrines the
commandments of men. They every where infinuate
the futility and unprofitablencfs of carnal obfervan-
ses and bodily fervices, and the criminal nature “of
tacking the inventions of human wifdom.to the par-
tern laid down in the mount ; that fimple and ma-
Jeftic model of it laid down by themfelves; as im-
plying in it an encroachment upon the prerogative of
Cbrift, who is the great and only lawgiver of his
church, and whofe fole right it is to mark out and
preferibe that plan of divine worthip which is accept-
able to the De1TY,

IN the pure, primitive, apofielic age of the church;.
we find that Chriftians convened together by mutual’
confeat, on the Lord’s duy, and on other proper oc~
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cafions, and réere, in a folewmn and deveut manner,
prayed to Gop; fung bis praifes; preached and
heard his ward, and adminiftred and received the fa-
craments of baptifm and the Lord’s fupper. This
focial worfhip was generally led either by ene of the
apoftles, or by other difciples ordained by them, and’
appraved by the churches ; except when, in that age
of plenary infpiration, the gifis of the Spirit fell upon
any other members of the charches promifcuoufly;
and then thefe were permitted to pray, prophefy, o
exbort, as the Spirit gave them utterance ; fo they
exercifed thefe miraculous gifts with regularity, de
sency and order, to the edification of the church. Be-
fides this, we find that the apoftles and other primi--
tive teachers had other private meetings for focial
worthip, and that they tanght privately and from
boufe to houfe, teaching and admonifbixg with all long.
{uffering and dod&rine, and doing all the good they
were commiffioned and enabled to do, both to the fouls
and bodies of. men.

TH1s is the whole account we have of,the mat~
ter in the New Teftament; and in adbering clofely .
aod fcrupuloofly to this fimple avd fpiritual plan of
divine worfhip, as it lias been tranfmitted to us by
Chrift and his apoftles, thefe mafter builders of the
€hriftian churchy we furely cannot pffend our divioe
Mafter, bur quft render him the molt rational and
aeceptable - fervize.

‘W doubtlefs natorally love /beav, and pomp, and
novelty, and parade as well as other men; butin the:
worlhip of Gop we dare not fet up our own wifdom:

T 3



222 SERMON IX%

or:the wifdom. of any other men, above the wifdomm
of our divine Lawgiver, and are afraid of being wife-
above that which is.written. And'if-we differ from:
any other of ous Chriftian brethren, by retaining thofe
too pofitive Tinftitutions of Chrift, buptifin-and the -
Lard's fupper ;. we truft- it is-from the fame refped

2o the autbority of Chrift, who has exprefsly inflitated

and never repealed them, and from a hearty. convice

tion of their fignificancy, wifdom-and great utility in

the Chriftian life.

THis may perhaps:be deemed*a digrefion from
#be fubjec?, but I hope it is neither unwatural, unim
portant. or unafeful, To retarn then to the fubjects
To firg praifes awith underfianding, may imply a re-
gard to he manner of our finging ; that we fing them
wmufically, or.according to thearales of art. For althe’
Gop chiefly regirds the leart, ar.the bely- affeltions
of the finger; yet:doubtlefs he regards the manner
in which:-the worfhip-is-performed too. ¢ We afe to
ferve him with our bodies as well as Wwitls our Jpiritn
which are his (g).” We are commanded “ to offer
the facrifice of praife to Gobp. continwaly, which is
called the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his
pame (4).” And therefore Hofes calls thefe facrifices,
Tbe calves of our lips.(i). And becaufe the tongue is
to.be engaged in this exercife, as well-as the bearty
therefore-the Malmift calls bis- tongue, bir glory ().
Our tongues and wpices are talents given us by Gop
they diftinguith us from- the brutes, and therefore

* (g) 1 Cor.vi. 20, (h) Heb, xiii. 12,  (f) Hof. xiv, 2.
@ BEIvii 308, N ) -

Te
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‘sughit to be improved by us to his glory. And cer-
tainly we cannot improve them to & more noble pur=
-pofe, than to fing bis praifes with under/hmdmg
TruE indeed, where Gop hath not given a voice
for finging, or-a capacity to learn (as fome perfons
‘are naturally miftuned ;) or where he hath given no
‘opportunity for the improvement of our voices in this
art, he will not require it of us, but will gracioufly
accept the inward praifes of the beart, for the out-
avard mufic of the lip. But certainly perfons who have
" swices, capacity and opportunily to-learn-the art of
almody, and yet negle& it, are guilty of a mifime
g{ovement of one of their nobleft talents, ‘and muft:
one day be anfwerable to Goo for that negle&,
Musicis, indeed, a difficult and extenfive ftience, .
and much both of: genius-and application is wecelfary
to make men adepts' in it, But this is no excufe in
the prefent cafe. Church mufic (to the fhame df the
profeflors of that noble art be it faid !) has been but
very. liude cultivated, efpecially in Proteftant count
tries. A few very plainand eafy tunes, not exceed-

ing 1 § or 20, are the moft which are commonly ufed

in any of our churches; and did perfons but clofely
frequent public worfhip, and avail themfelves of fuch
other opportunities as they might eafily command,
they might make themfelves mafters of them; with

a very fmalkdegree of capacity and application; and -.

it is furely their guilt-and fhame that they do not!

THaT finging with order and regularity, accord- -

ing to the rules of art, is effential to our finging

Braifes with underflanding, we cannot at all doubs,

AN
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if we would but give ourfelves leave to confider that

plalmody has beew ever conduéted by the rules of

“artin the church of Gop. 'We have already obferv-

¢d that the plalms of David were fet to mufic by

himfelf apd other celebrated artifls in-the Jewifh

ghurch, and that two bundred and twesty eight train-

e fingers, inflrudied in the fings of the Lowp, were

appointed to lead the public plalmedy. Aed al

Cbriflian chucches have followed the fame rule, and

appointed fome approved tupes, whereby to fing thefe

plalms. And indeed the reafons of it are very plain,
for | . ‘
_ 1ft, Tuz usity and harmouy of voices has &

great tendeacy to compole the piind asd afift the de-

votion both of ourfelves and others. It maturally

tends to make the heart more chearful, aod moves

and excites the pious affetions of outfelves and our

fellow-worthippers, .

_adly. 17 is fcarcely poflible that perfons can joda-
in this part of divine warhip, unlefs they be agreed
in fome oge air wherehy to regulate their voices
AM is confufien and diforder where this is- not the
eafe; The mind naturally delights in Aarmony and
eencords and nothing is mere difagreeable to the gar
than jarring, difcordant founds. This paturally
rends tomer our devations, by difcompofing our miods-
snd putting-us out of temper. I may appeal to the
common feclinge of my hearers, whether one bad
finger by raifing his voice, does not difcompofe and give
pain to a whole congregation ?~—For which reafon, it
wese certainly, moft advifeable for fuch perfons whe
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eanmot follow a tune tolerably well, either to fing very
low, or elfe, forbearing finging altogether, only to
Yook over the pfalm and exercife their thoughts upon

~it while the reft are finging.
«  ON the other hand; how pleafant and delightful
is it when a whole affembly, with united hearts and
harmonious voices, fhout forth the praifes of Gop ?
’This bears fome refemblance to heaven, where men
and angels tune their harps, and mingle their voices
0 warbling one harmonious and eternal fong of praife

to the heavenly King ! .
So much then for the dorinal part of the fube
je&. :

Arrrication, How much is it the duty of Chrift
tians frequently to read and diligently to meditate oa
this excellent portion of fcripture ? This facredtreafure
of truth, this folintain of divine comfort and eonfola~-
tion is put into the hands of every Chrittian, to be his

fong and rejoicing in this houfe of his pilgrimage,
and certainly thofe who neglet it and fuffer it to lie
wnperafed and wnread in their bibles, lofe one of the
greatelt helps and comforts of religion: they not
only bury in the ground a talent of ineftimable value;
for the improvement of which, the giver will ene
day call them to an account, but alfo rob themfelves
of one of the moft delicious and refined pleafures ia
life, There is-certainly no book in the bible, or ia
the world, fo fit to raife and affift our devotions, to
mend our hearts, or to forward the divine life in our
fouls, as the book of pfalms. Let it not therefore
difguft my hearers, i€ I repeat the exhortation, thas
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you apply yourfelves mare clofely and attentively ¢o
Abe perufal and ftudy of .it than ever. Enger intp
thofe deep thipgs of Gou, aad of the divine life, which
it contains, that you may be enabled to fing praifes
with upderflanding, making melody in your hearts
to the Lord. This will reoder our religion both
more pleafant and profitable to us; and thea out
finging of pfalms will be, not only the labour of the
Jip (as I fear is too often the cafe) ; but.alfo the pious
and ratiopal exercife of the heart and affeclions.
Our hearts will be confecrated altars, and the in-
cgpfe of our:lips, a fweet.fmelling favour upto Goo.

IT is to this intent, that the pfalms are generally
read before fipging, that comprehending the matter
and defign of them, our hearts may be thereby pre-
pared to fing them with under{tanding, and oyr pions
affedtions raifed and €xercifed accordiog to the fpirit
and purport of what we fing. And with the fame
yiew po doubt it was, that the devout Pfalmift-fo of
sen called upon bis foul and all that aas within bim,

to be ftirred up to prajfe and blefs Gopn’s haly name:
as if he fhauld fay ; * My foul, thon art now about
¥o fing the praifes of Gop : be therefore recolledted
and compofed : let thy devout affections be res/ad,
angaged and cancentered, and fee that shou. performelt
the duty, not ooly with /i/z and fpirit, bt alfo thh
Jorioufneft avd underfanding.”

BuT it is now time I fheuld fpeak of the poetxcal
verfions of the pfalms now in ufe in our churches,
sed she preference which fome of them feem to merit
above others. -
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" A vawrs10x fignifies-a tranflation, or the turning
.of any literary performance out of one language into
‘agother, The pfalms of David were originally writ-
ten in the Hebrew tongue, and therefore when Chrif-
tlanity came to be propagated among all nations, it
became npeceflary not only te make prof, but alfo
oetical tranflations of thefe Hebrew pfalms, into the
various languages of the different nations amiong which
they were received and fung. The Engli/h have had.
four verfions of thefe Hebrew pfalms, which have
been generally fung in their churches. Of the two.
old verfions, one was made by Sternbold and Hophins,
and was generally ufed by the eftablilhed cburch of
EBngland ;=—the other was compofed by I know not’
who; was appointed to be fung by the Wefiminfler
Affersbly of Divines, and has generally obtained in
the eftablithed church of Scot/and, and among the pro-
teflant diffenters in England and Ireland, ‘Thefe
verfions are deemed very honeft and fuithful, as to-
the matter of them ; were well adapted to the flate
of the language and of poetry in the times they were
written ; and doubtlefs the churches of Chrift were:
unider great obligations to the pious and worthy
compofers of them, for the help and comfort they
afforded them in divine worfhip. They were good
in their time: nay they were the beft our forefa-
. thers had, and doubtlefs they fung then: with exalted
pléafure~——and let me add, they are ftill excellent in
themfelves, and* would be good for us, if the greatly
improved ftate of our language and poetry had not
farnithed us with beeter,  For far be it from me to-

7
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depreciate the labours of thele pious men, or to fpeak
difrefpe&fully of the ¢/d verfions : I would only mo-
deftly infipuate the fuperior excellence of the neew
ones, and cannet help flattering myfelf, that I have
the good fenfe and good tafte of my hearers on my
fide in this judgment of the matter,

Tine and age which meliorates and improves
fome things, impairs others and makes them worfe.
Human language is certainly among thofe things which
grows worfe by ume ; becaufe it becomes more un-
intelligible by the laple of years, by either rifing up
to, or falling down from, the -ftandard of its purity
and perfection. The language which was fpoke and
writtea in Great Britain 300 years ago, would not
now be intelligible to an Engli/bman, and it is pro-
bable the language we now fpeak will not be eafily
underftood by our pofterity- 300 years hence. T his
alteration and improvement of the Englith language
and poetry, gave occafion to many new poetical ver-
fions of the pfalms, of which the two which. chiefly
obtain among the churches, are Dr. Watt’s Imitation
of the Pfalms of David, and Meflrs. Teat and Brady's
verfion of them; both of which bave their refpec- -
tive excellencies. My reafons therefore, for pre-
ferring thefe new verfions to the old ones, are the

following.
1ft. Tue new verfions are beyond all doubt the

‘beflt language ; the propereft and moft claffical Englith,

This no judge of the Englith tongue can once quef-
.tion who will be at the pains to compare the verfions
of any particular pfalm together, Many words and
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ghrales in the old verfions are become obfolete, quite
gut of ufe in our language, and the fenfe of them
{ittle, if at all, underftood at this day, by an Englith
geader ; and in proportien as our language undergoes
a farther change, this unintelligibikity of the old ver-
fions muft increafe more and more; whereas the
- gew verfions are proper genuine Englith throughout,
written in the pureff moft clegant and poetical flile:
Both verfions, indeed, give us the fame fenfe of the
Hebrew pfalms, yet they do it in a very different
flile and language : and that the new verfions ought
to have the preference, in this i'[j}?e&, I thiak is be-
yond all controverfy. . i
. adly. T THINE it equally $ndifputable that the
pew verfions merit the preference in point of poctry,
and therefore are better adapted to the harmony of
founds, and for exciting our pious and chearful affec-
tions while we fing. That perfon muft have a
wretched earindeed, and be a miferable judge of poe-
try, who cannot at once obferve this advantage in
the new verfions above the old, upon hearing a pfalm
read in both. The compofers of the old verfions, -
however they might have been faithfal tranflators,
and excellent divines, yet they were certainly poor
poets.  Their pfalms have little or no harmony in
their number or_.meafures; they read harth and
grate upon the ear. This indeed was probably more
the fault of the times, than of the men ; poetical ek~
cellence at that time having been very rare and un-
common in England. However it muft be allowed
to make much againft the old verfions, if we confider
Vor. L. U
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shat the Hebrew pfalms of David, of which -they
are a tranflation, are allowed by all good critics, te
be the grande/t and fublimeft poems in the world.
All the elegance of Greece and Rome are not once to
" be compared with the Hebrew pfalms for beauty of
language, fublimity of flile, and grandeur of fenti-
ment ; and certainly a Jow, flat, hobbling, inelegant
verfion of thefe divine fongs muft be a great marring
9nd debafing of .their original beauty and excellency. |
The wvery beft words and meafures which our Jan- ~
guage can afford are too poor and feeble 10 copy and
exprefs the incamparable inimitable beauties of the
Hebrew original ; how much more fo is the fat, dull;
unanimated languagé of the.old verfions ?—Now-the
pew verfions ate allowed by all good judges to be ex-
cellent poetry; the Janguage pure and noble——the
phrafes proper and poetical—~—the numbers fmooth and
harmonious~rthe expreflion eafy, aed at the fame
time, fublime and majeftic. Now this caanot but be
3 great recommendation of the new verfions, as it
senders them every way more fit for the purpofes
f mufic and devotion.
3dly, Tuzo’ the growing difufe of the old ver-
fons, .they are wearing out of print, and not eafily’
o be come at, efpecially in this fequeftered part of
the warld; fo that many even in our little fociety,
capnot conveniently join in this part of public worfhip
for want of pfalm books ; whereas ghe new verfions
are very common, and may be had with the greateff

pde apd conygniency,~—1 might 3dd
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* 4thly. TuAT a greatmajority of our fmall fociety.
feem inclinable to a change of the verfibn, -

I can think of but two objections which can be
- offered againft fuch a change.

FirsT, That fuch a change might feem to militate
again(t the fpecific plan and form of our worthip; as
she verfion we now fing, has been long and generally -
ufed by the church of Scotland. 1t has fo indeed;
partly for want of a better, and partly thro’ that pre-
judice which the populace have in favour of old
things, merely becaufe they are ofd : but furely our
old verfion has nothing in it properly presbyterian.
Its ufe is-enjoined upod us by no article of our faith,
nor by any ecclefiattical law or“canon of our churcH.
Our direGory no where: fays that we fhall ufe 14in
and no other! fo far from this, that our churches
are falling off from the old verfions and adopting the
new ones, as-faft as the prejudices of the. vulgar wxll
permit them.

SeconpLy ; Prediletion'in favour of antiquity’
is the grand objeion to all changes of this kind, and
merits fome indulgence. “ Our grandfathers fung
this verfion with mauch edification and devotion, and
why _fhould it not be good enough- for us? Why
fhould we affect novelty and change ?”—F anfwer;
this reafoning, carried as far as it would lead us,
would condemn all reformation in religion, as welt
as improvement of language. R condemns our relin-
quithing the religion of our forefathers, and juftifies
our ncighbours in ufing a Latin veifion of the pfalms,
becaufe theu' forefathers the Romans, who underftood

Ua
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shat language, wled it. Nothing of antiquity is ve-
perable, but truth and virtue. - The pfalms of David
are venerable upon this account, but not the old ver-
fions of them, which tend to obfcure this truth and
virtue, and to corceal their beauties and charms from
our minds. It is not the pfalms which ought to be
changed, but the garb and drefs in which they appear
in the old verfioss.

THus I bave finithed this tedious fubje&, and have
only to leave it to the free choice and determination
of my hearers what verfion they will adopt. May
the great head of the church fo order and over-tule
all matters, even the fmalle(t %hich relate to his wor-
fhip, that glory may redound to his great name, andt

*peace and edification to his church., Amen,
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SERMON X

The fcl:urity, perpetuity, and encreaf-
ing magnitude and glory of the Chrif-
tian Church, in two fermons, from

Matth., xvi. 18.

And I fay unto thee, that thou art Peter, and-
upon this rock I will build my Church; and
the gates of hell fball not prevail againft it.

SERMON I

HERE is perhaps no word in our language

more grofsly abufed and perverted than the word,
church~—The moftunderftand nothing elfe by i,
than a foufe built and fet apart for public divine
worthip.

WHEN you fpeak of a church, their minds are
immediately impreffed with the idea of a Jarge foufe,
with or without a fteeple and bells, filled with pews
and ornamented with a pulpit:—whereas the word
has not once this meaning, in the whole fcriptures.
Others do isdeed a little more extend their idea of
the word church, and apply it to thofe various divided
k& tn :elxgon, which unhappily have taken placg iw

Us
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Chriftendom.—Thus we hear of the Greek, the Ro-
man, the Reformed, the Lutheran, the Engli/b, and
the Moravian churches : aad the word ocur church,
is always ufed empbatically by thofe of every fe&, to-
frgnify the 448, and (by fome) the only true church :
whereas, in {tri& propriety of language, there is, and
cen be, ooly ome, true, univerfal Chriftian church,
whereof Curist is the living 4ead, and all real
Chriftians (however deftributed among various fects).
are brethren and members.

Tue fimple literal fenfe of exxaesia, which we
wranflate church, is, * an affembly of men called to-
gether, whether on 4 civél, or religious occafion.”
And it is frequently ufed in bosh fenfes, both in the:
feriptures, and in the ancient Greek writers. But
Chriftians commenly confine the' word to religions
wor/hipping qffimblies only.

THus we hear, in the apoftolic times, of churches
_ held, at variows private perfoa’s houfes——and of o&
* the churches,—rand the churches (or religious affem~

blies) of the faints..

As therefore the word cbureh is becom fo anh
Zuous by the abufe nf language,—4b the common cry
that “ the chureh ir in danger,” i is a mere cant
Mtajé, which has no determinate meaning ;——unlefé
we firft underfltand what the fpeakes means by the
word charch. If, by the werd chanch, he means * the
whole colle@tive body of the clergy of any particulan
ar national church, together with their ##fes, bomours,
dignities and emoluments” (which feems to be almoft

. We only meaning of the word with fome) ;——then
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this really may happen, and yet the true church of
CurisT, be sothing at all the lofer, but ratber the
gainer, by fuch a revolution.- This was really the
cafe with a certain church at the time of the Reforma-
tion, and yet we proteftants are inclined: to think thas
‘the true church of Chrift, was never in a more pro-
mifing, thriving, profpcnng way, than by that revolu-
vion.

IF, by the word church, he means any pamwlar
Je&t ot denomination, in the prefent divided ftate of
Chriftendom, it feers pretty evident that not enly
one, but.evea many of fuch fets might be axmibilated.
" and totally lofe their prefent firsrs, names, and exift-
ence, and yet real Chriffianity, or the true interefl
of Cra1sT upon earth, be no fufferer by the event,
~——But if, by the word church, he fhovkd mean only
“ a fingle congregation of Chriftians ;”~—it is eviv
dent that numbers of fuch churclres may be difi/ved
and crumbled into pieces, by the death, the :/ghes
auarmnefs, the intefline divifions, or the apyflagy, of °
sheir members; and yet that the gemeral intereft of
Ghriftianity, might fuffer but very litde, by fuch Jocal
difafters. :

Tus Chrifian cburch in gemeral, ﬁgmﬁes “a
seal Chriftians in the world (of whatever nommal
fet or divifion) who traly believe in: Chrif?, and fins
eerely obey his gofpel :” and. Gob only can kxow and - .
diftingui/b who all thefe are.—He knew that thers
were feven thonfand true worthippers in lfrael, in
king Abab’s time, who had not bowed the koee to
Baal ;~altho’ the fears of his prophet Effal, had
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fuggefted to him, that there was not one fuch re-
maining in all Ifrael, but himfelf alone.

WHERERAS 3 particular church only figoifies ‘ a
pumber of people, profefiag Chriftianity, met toge-
ther in one place, for the public focial worfhip of
Gop.”==It is evident therefore, that many of thefe
particular churches may be difperfed, and their vifibi-
lity loft, while the foundations of the univerfal church
of Curist may fland firm, and its real interefts in-
creafe and flourifh,

IN fhort; the word church is fo varwuﬁ; under-
Slood, and fo often fhifts its meaning, among diffe-
rent kinds of people, that the cry of the * church’s
being in danger”——ought to give little foliciude and
uncafine/s to thofe who underftand their religion, and
the common abufe of language, in this particular:
for it is very little matter whes church is in danger, {o
the church of Cumist be fafe and fecure. And
CuaisT our Lord, has affured us that he will take
particular care of this, as his own peculiar concern.

“ Yron this rock, fays he, I will build my

church; and the gates of hell fhall not prevad againft -

it.”

TuE defign of this difcourfe is a little to i//uftrate
and improve thefe words, and in doing this I fhall
confine myfelf to no particular method or order, but
purfue my thoughts juft as they rife upon the fub-
jed,

Oun Saviour doubtlefs forefaw, that not-only his
apoftles, but alfo future Chriftians in all ages of the
world, would be often alarmed with fears and anxic~

|
|
|
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ties abowt the very being and perpetusty of the church,
when they would fee it either outwardly attacked by
- formidable enemics, or internally toro to pieces by
Sobifms, animafities, herefies, immaralities, and apox
Sacies :=—=AnD therefore he has affured us, in the
molt pofitive, clear aod abfolute mavner, shat all”
thefe fears ave vain ;—that the church fhall not us-
xerly peri/h or totally decay :—but on the coatrary,
that it thall grow, flourifh, and even increale to the
ead of time, againft all oppofition ; its {tability being
apregnably fecured, by the firm foundatien on which
it is built, even the rocx oF AGES.

‘“ THov art Peter, fays CurisT, and upon this
rock 1 will build my church.”-—I need not tell my
hearers, the ufe which has been made of 14is text, in:
ordar to build the fubric of ebarch power and fpiri-
#ual domination in the Chriltian world, .

Soume people are very fond of figurative and. ma-
taplorical explanatioos of feme places of fcripture,
while they uttecly desy that liberty in others. - Foe
ioftance ;——we mufl take the words * This is my bo-
dy” literally, and it would be profamity and even
blafphemy to uederfland. it otherwile :—and yet, in
our text, the rock on wbich CrrrsT was to Build his
church, mult be fgurasiuely underftood. to, fignif
Peter ; becanfe Mezpos forfaoth in the Greek figai-
fies a rock.—And yat on this fandy foundation, is
built the daim of a certain church, to infallibility,
Jupreme power in fpirituals (I had almoft faid, in tem-
porals alfo) and pegpetual uninterrapted fuccellion
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from Peter, as the only legitimate fource of churcft
power and {piritual prerogative, ]
In order to underftand our text aright, we muft
eritically attend to the occafion and circumflances in
which it was fpoken. Our Saviour putthe queftion to
his apoftles, who were with him in private,- faying—
¢ Whem do men fay that I the Son of man am?”
~——They anfwered, *Some fay thou art Fobn the
Baptift ;——others Elias——others Feremias, or one
of the ancient prophets rifen again from the dead,”—
He then put the queftion fo them- alf, and faid;
¢ But whom fay'ye 71y apoftles, that I am !”—To
_which Peter, who was upon all occafions a ready and
forward fpeaker, replied, in his own name and the
name of alk the apoftles—*‘ Thou art the Cur1isT,
the Son of the living Gop !”~~Now this was-a nobke
and 2 juff charater and confefion.—It was upon the
true and unfeigned faith of this declaration of his
that the whole Chriftian church was to be built. This
was the grand fundamental article of the Chriftian
faith; upon the true and real belief of which, and
a correfpondent practice, every Chriftian to the end
of the world, was to obtain falvation. No wonder
then, that our bleffed Saviour was fo highly pleafed
with this confzfion and declaration of Peter's :——
and, therefore, addrefing Peter, as the mouth and
Jpokefman of all the apofties, he faid ; * Blefled are
thou Simon, Bar-jonah (and blefled are all ye my o-
ther apoftles who have the fame faith)—=for fieth and
blood: hath not.revealed this faith to you [the preju~
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dices of your education and countrymen, and my
mean appearance, -making dire@ly againft it] -and
therefore it could proceed only from my Father in
keaven, who hath opened your eyes, enlightened your
minds, and removed your prejudices, to fec and ac-
knotwledge my true and real charafter,”——And there-
- fore he goes on, Rill addreffing himfelf to Peter, as
the fpeaker of the other apoftles, int'ru_ﬂing bim and
abem with 4be keys (which are a well known emblem
of power and fleward/bip in a great family). By which
power they were authorized, in their preaching and
writings, to bind and Joofe men, and to gpen and fhut
the kingdom of heaven ; i. e. to lay down the duty
of Chriftians, and to fix and effablifh thofe terms and
eonditions, upon which finners are either admitted in-
to the kingdom of heaven, or excluded out of it.
And this is a power, which was only intrufted with
the primitive apoftles of Chrift, who where to com-
pleat the canon of the fcripture, and which it would
be prefumptuous arrogance in-any of their fucceflors
-to claim; otherwife than in a declarative way, by
she explanation and enforcement of their decifions.

““ Upon this rock I will build my church.” The
precife meaning of our Saviour in thefe words, de-
pends much on the manner. in which he fpoke them.
If he uttered the words without any particular em-
phafis, he mult have meant by 1his rock, the confeffion
of Peter ; or faith in bimfelf, as the Som of GoD.— .
)f he pointed 10 bis own breaft, and laid a particular
emphafis on the word #Ais, he muft have meant Airn-

Jdfs who is indeed the rock, and whofe work is per-

’
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£@ (a) ;=who is indeed the chicf cormer flone of his
church ;——the foundation luid in Zion, elet and
precious :=—="* For other foundation, fays St. Pasf,
<an no man lay, than that which is laid, which is
Jefus Chriff” '
- It is therefore evident, that whatever otber par-
ticular fenfe CrrisT might mean to infinnate in the
words, tFis muft have been the principal : for Curist
himfelf, and faith in him, is the only rock on which
the church can be built ;——nE only is oxr Lord and
mafferin heaven ;~—HE only is the sutbor and finifber
and obj2¢? of our faith, ‘and rock of our falvation,———
Peter and Poul, and all the other wife mafter-buil-
ders, in every age of the church, have laid 24is foun-
dation, and built upon it,  for other foundnuon can
no man lay (4).” However,
Ir CurisT, while he fpoke the words, did ae-
tually turn to the other apofiles and point to Peter
(which it is impoffible for us to know) then he might
indeed mean to intimate, not only the truth and im-
Portance of Peter’s confefion, but afo the perfinal
bonour he would do him, in making him a chief pil-
lar and fupport of his church, And in this fubordi-
nate fenfe, vot only Peter, but the other apofties alfo,
are termed pillars and foumdations of the church,
Jesus Curist himfelf being the chief corner ftone.
% Fames, Cephas, and Fobn, fays Paul, feemed to be
pillars (¢) :"—=again; ** Ye are built, fays Sz, Pasl,
upon the foundationof the prophets and apoitles, Jssus

(a) Deut. xxxii, 4. (3) laiah sxviii. 26, (¢) Gal i 9.
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CurisT himfelf being the chief corner ftone (4) :»
wand fo, in that {ymbalical reprefentation of the
‘church (¢), * the wall of the ¢ity (i. e. the church),
the New Jerufalem had twelve foundations, and
in them the pames of the twelve apoﬁles of the

Lamb »

. Axp that Peter had pot an exclqﬁvewgbt to the
#eys, and to the power of binding and loofing, is e~
wident from (Matth. xyiii. 18. and John xx. 23.),
where this bonour and power, is exprefsly given to
-all the apoftles. And, indeed, how could it be other-
yife ?—How can we imagine, eur Saviour would
give Peter any primacy, or precedenty over his fellow
apoftles, when he exprefsly tells them * to call no
man on earth mafter :”—* for, fays he, oneis your
maller, even CurisT, and all ye are bretbren, or
equals (f).”

. Trug, indeed, our Lord thewed difinguifbing
oparks of fawour to fome of his apoftles above o<
thers ; but if this were an argument for precedency
qr prelacy in the apaftolic college, one would think
this honour ought to have been appropriated, to 7obs

" the beloved, difciple, with whom. Jefus cultivated a
peculiar intimacy, agd for whom he exprefled a pe-
culiar affeition.

Besipes; if our Savipur had indeed conferred a
Jupremacy upon Peter, is it not natyral o fuppofe
that 4 would have fat prefident in all the apoftolie

(d) Eph.ii. 20, .('e) Rev. xxi. 14, (f) Mat,
Xxiii. 8, 10, 11, 12,

vos. L. X
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councils, and taken the lead, and given the decifive
vote in all the bufinefs which came before them ?
And would not the other apoftles have been taught -
%0 refpec? bim, and fubmit vo his decifions in all eafes,
“in charadter of their prelate ? How comes it then,
that Paul/, (a younger brother) was fo deficient ia
his refpec to Peter, and fo indifcreetly called in quef-
tion the infallibility of his condu@®, in the cafe of his
‘difembling with the Fews and Gentiles.  But
when Peter, fays he, was come to Antioch, I with-
ftood him to the face, becaufe he was to be blamed:
for before that certain came from Fames, ke did ‘eat
with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he
withdrew and fcparated himfelf;——and the other
Fews diffembled likewife with him, in fo much that
Barnabas alfo was carricd away with their diffimu-
Jation (g).”

Acain; in the grand apoffolic council in _‘feruﬁz-
lem, when the impottant cafe, about the circumcifion
of Geatile converts was agitated; it {urely would
bave been a fit occafion for Peter to have claimed and
afferted his fupremacy ;=—taken the lead in the coun-
<il, and premounced a decifive fentence l—=But, quite
the reverfe ;= James, who was the prefent bifhop
or paflor of that city, and moderator of the affembly,
dakes the lead from his brother Peter; and fays
¢ Men and’ brethren, hearken unto Mz !—=my fen+
tence is, that. we trouble not them, who from among
the Gentiles are turned to Gop ; but that we writg
pato them that they abftain from pollutions of idels,

§§) Gale il 13, &y
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and from fornication, and from things ftrangled, and
from blood.”

‘Wourp not one think now that }'aﬂm was pri~
smate in this apoftolical council, and Peter and all
-the other apoftles, but mere h/bo[u, or only presby-
ters if you pleafe ?

THe trath is; neither Pefer; nor any of the o-
ther apoftles, had any claim to fupremacy, and there-
fore they never aférted any fuch claim. Thefe fquab-
bles for fpiritual priority, fupremacy, and domination,
were referved for a /ater and more corrupt period of
the church. As for the apoftles, they were taught
%o believe, that they had only one mafler, in heaven,
and that all they were co-equals and brethren.

¢ Urox this rock, fays Chriff, ¥ will build my
church ; add the gates of hell fhall not prevail a-

gainft it,’”

THE ﬁahlxty and perpetuity of the Chriftian church
is built upon fuch foundations, - that it is utterly im-
poffible it fhould ever be annibilated or defiroyed to
the end of time.

1 cannoT take much time at prefent in ¢ffabfi/B-
éng and illufirating this truth ; nor indeed isit need-
ful toChriftians, who read and believe their bibles,—

.as the whole fcriptures fet forth the perpetuity of the
ehurch of Gop. THE whole tenour of the prophe-
sies, both of the Old and New Teftament, prove it.
Fhe promifes of Gop are engaged to accempliflr it,
The power and providence of Gop, are principally
employed about its fecurity : concerning this vino-
yard of his, he declares; ‘1 the Lord do keep it,
X 3
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3 will water it every moment, left any hurt it, F waF
Reep it night and day (4).” “ He has promifed to
give his Som the heathen for his inheritance, and the
tittermoft parts of the earth for his poffeffion ;—that
to him fhall the gathering of the nations be ; that
.of his government there fhall be n6 end ;——that every
koee fhall bow to him, and every tongue confefs ;
and that the knowledge of the Lord fhall cover the:
" whole earth, as the waters cover the fea.”

Tue Millennium flate and-the glory of the church
in the latter days, is defcribed in fuch a manner, 4
leaves us no room to doubt of the perpetiity-and ia=
creafing glory and profperity of the Chriftian church,
even to the end of the world,

THe chorch is the purchafe of CurisT’s blood 2
the fruit of his travail ; the gift of bis Father to him,.
and the prime object of his care, power and gaardian
providence: '

-Gop hath made him *¢ head over all things for
the good of the charch, Eo, fays he, all power is
given me, in heaven and earth ;. go ye, teach all na~
tions, baptizing them, and lo 1 am with you always e~
¥en to the end of the world (7)."”

AND inour text; * Upon this rock I will build:
my chorch; and the gates of Mell-fhall not prevail’
gainft it,”

Ir, therefore, after all this evidence of tHe per—
petsity of the Chriftian church, any fRall ferioufly
declare it to be in danger, they thuft do it eRher at
the expence of CuRisP's power, O bis Weracily::

. B) Uaih kxvil. 2. () Mateh, i, & :
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-s—gither they mult difbelieve the divine authority
- of the fcriptures——or the power of Gob to accom-
plifh his own promifes and predi&ions.

I snouLp now conflider fome objections againft
this doctrine : but I muft poftpone this as the fubject
of a future difcourfe, and fhall clofe the prefent with
a pradical refletion on what has been advanced.

Although the church of CHR1ST, in general, can

never utterly fail or perifh, as long as the fun and

" moon endure, being built on the fure foundations of
the power, promife, providence and veracity of Gopy
who is the rock of ages, and whofe ways are perfe&.
© ALTHO the kingdom of CHrrsT in the world,
is an everlifling kingdom ;—yea, altho’ it is, and
mufl be, an encreafing quantity in the world, as well
as in the Aeurts of menm ;—the litle leaven, which
muft, in time, leaven and affimulate the whole lump;
—the grain of muflard fecd, which muft grow up
and fourifb into a great tree, and give fhelter to all
the nations and Kindreds-of the earth :——altho’ from
the precife and punctual accomplifhment of all the o-

- ther ancient prophecjes, we have the ftrongefl reafon
- 10 belicve and rely upon the accomplithment of thofe
which predit the éncreafed gliry of the church in the

- latter days—when the mouantain of the Lozp’s houfe

fhall be eftablithed upon the top of the mountains, and

all nations fhall flock into it ;j——and the knowledge of

the Loap fhall cover the fea :——altho’ the principled

- and intelligent Chritian may fecurely fuuile ax all the

infinuations of ignorance, defpondency or infidelity,

that the church of Cur1sT is in danger 3 being well
X 3
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“affured that it is built vpon a flable rock ;——that fts:
-being, its aveli<being, its perpetuity and all its efen-
tial interefls, are-the peculiar care and concers, of its:
GLORIOUS HEAD, ‘ to whom all power in heaven:
and earth is committed, and who is made head over
all things for the good of the church :”——yet all this:
does not hinder, but that: the church and interef? of
Curist, may ftotally fail, vanifh and difappesr in:
fome particolar .parts of the world, thro’ the juft
judgments of Goo, on the profanity, indolence, in--
~ fidelity and apofiacy.of a people. CuRrisT threatened:
the obce flourithing churcheés. of 4ga, that if they
veturned not to their fir/? bve, and did not their £/
aworks, be would remove their candleftiek out of its.
place. And how awfully has. this threatning beta
Jong fince verified? OF thofe once mumzrous and:
Jlourifbing churches.in the eaft, which were énce the:
boaf? and glory of the Chriftian-name, fearce a veftige.
Bow remains;=—but, in their ftead, a few. wretched
congregations of ignordnt, fuperflitisus. and" idola~
trous worthippers, which fcarce deferve the mame of
€hrifttans. They fell from their- fislt love, and’
€nrisT, in juft judgment removed: their candleftick:
out of its place,—and feems to have given his evet~
lalting gofpel a dire@ion to the wef; and-pus this-
precious and divine talent into the hands of a people-
who have, hitherto, fomewhat better improved it,—=-
Now, my friends, .
. TH& fame caufes will-conftantly produce the fame:
_ effe@s, The fame lukewarmnefs and apeftacy which
deftroyed. the churches of. the eaft, muft, in. time,.
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“wperate to the deftrudion of all other churches, where
they obtain and prevail. Gop indeed wiiteth.long to-
be gracions; bur [till there are certain limits to his.
forbearance aad indulgence. Abufed mercies muff
and avif/l be forfeited, in time; by thofe who abufe:
them, [odeed long abafed mercies, ave real-curfes to-
_ thofe who enjoy them, tending only to-increafe theie
guiltand aggravate their condemnation j=—and there-
“fore it is raa/-mercy in Goo to take them away frdm
a bardened, irreclaimable people.
Two #bings are abfolutely necefliry to'keep -up-
the being and fpirit of Chriftianity in any particular

¢hurch, 1ft, That the members-of it bablrwally attend. .

‘the ‘public Chriflizn ordinances of prager and-preach--
‘ing of the- word. -This is abfoluvely neceffary to the
very being of a Chriltisnchurch, ¢ Faith eameth by
hearing. and hearing by the word of Gop preached.”>
—Indeed this is the very church j1felfi which is po-
thing elfe than. a number of Chriftian ‘people, ‘affem--
bled togetherin Chriftian worflip. -If nobe therefore
. #hus met and affembledfor poblic worhip, there could:
be no Chriftian church in the world ;——and: wharever
tndividaal, withholds Himfedf, upon any futile pretence

whatever, from-the public worthipping affemblies of

" Gop's-people, does, what in. him lics, wholly to de-
fivoy the vety being of the Chriltian church in the
world. Such:is the evident guilt of shurch-neglecting,

How trifling. foever it may feem to multitudes who

‘lve in it without a 8lufb, -or the leaft remorfe.
2dly. ¥r is neceffary, if not to thie very being,
yet certainly to the well-being of the -Chriftian

L4
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. church, that its members fhould not only attend-csr
- the miniftry of the word ; but that they fhould alfo
recognize the vows of their baptifm, by an approach
to the Lorp’s table ; *“ being thus found walking i
all the commandments and ordinances of the Lorp’
blamelefs.” A Few, a Mahommedan, a Deiff, may
attend on the preaching of the word, béing induced by
suricfity,- or by the cloguence or morality of the
- preacher ; but we cannot thence infer, that fhey are
Chriftians. The church, in fhort, can have no proper
fecurity that men have not difavowed or renounced
- their baptifm, but by their publicly recogoizing it at the
Lorp’s fupper. But when baptized Chriftians, with-
. out the temptation or inducement of s¢f? acts, freely
and voluntarily approach the Lorp’s table ;—they
make an bomourable and exemplary profeflion of reli-
gion; publicly and before the world efpoufe the caule
and interefts of Chriftianity, and make it appear to
all men that they are not athamed to be numbered
with the followers of a crucified Redeemer, and to
fhare both in good report and in evil report withi his
difciples. :
INDEED, as this is the moft diffinguifbing and
difcriminating ordinance of Chriftianity, the habitual
participation of it feems neceffary to denominate a
man aChriftian, in the fulleft fenfe of the word ; aad
thofe who are not aiming, at leaft, at a fitnefs for
- this privilege, and ftriving to obey this dying com-
mand of their Redeemer, feem il to deferve the bo-
- mour of bearing his name,
AND pow my hearers, if we will take thele two

A
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Yequifites of a Chriftian church along with us, fhall we
not have reafon to pronounce, that our own Jittle
shurch in this place, is in a decliming, umprofperous,
unflonrifbing efate.

OF the few fubfcribers to- its temporal: fupport,
how very few indeed can be faid dabitually toattend
the public preaching of the word'; infomuch, that if
# were not for the occafional -attendance of ftrangers,
we fhonld often have occafion to preach to nearly.
empty pews. I well know all the fuppofeable excufes
“for non-attendance : fome of them, indeed, have
weight ; but with regard to many, they are merely
fuatile, and can neither fand: the teft of reafors, mor
eonfiensé. Thie faul muft lie fome where, either in

- the preacher or the people —if in the preacher, it
would be candid and Chriftian to advertize him of
it, that he might endeavour to remove the offence ;-
But if in the people, the vemedy lies in their oom:
powes; abd it is to be hoped that, upon a convition

" of guilt and delinquency, they will fpeedily make con-
feience of wiping off the offence, by a more conflant
and cordial attendance on the ordinances of their Re~
dcemer,

Trus, indeed, were we all to a man to revounce:
the public worfhip of Gop, and mingle outfelves wivh.
the unchriftian herd of church-neglecters, we could:
do but /ittle agaioft the general honour and intereft
of CurisT in the world.—Yet we would do our
bittle beft againt it ;—and it is worth confidering
that we ourfelves would be the only fufferers,, by the
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flight and contempt we put upon the Chriftian inftita~
tions, ‘

adly. Or the few who de make fome confcience of
attending the word preached, how much fewer flill
can be prevailed on to approach the Lorp’s fupper?
~—It is truly fbameful to declare, that eight or nine
commupicants, are the only fruit of a three year’s

- preaching of the gofpel in this church; altho’ a mul-
. titude of difcourfes have been preached, to fet this
duty in the cleareft and firongeft poist of light !

THis is really for a lamentation, and is a ftrik-
iogly difagreeable proof of the little fruic of a
preached gofpel among us.

" Tue facrameat of the fupper is approaching on
‘the enfaing Loxp’s day. May Gob. himfelf incline
all your hearts ferioufly to confider the obligations your
lie under, as baptized Chriftians, to approach and
-participate this facred diftinguithing ordinance of
: Chriftianity, for the honour of his name, for promot-
-ing the intereft and glory of his church, aod for ad-
vancing your own falvation. O that he would fmile
upon this little fociety ; pour out his fpirit upon every
member of it; purge its corruptions; preferve it
from Jukewarmnefs, formality and apofiacy, and make
it a name and a praife to himfclf in. the earth. Amea
“and Amen,
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The fecurity, perpetuity, and encreaf-
ing magnitude and glory of the Chrif-

tian Church, in two fermons, from _
Matth. xvi. 18.

And I fay unto thee, that thou art Peter, and
upon this rock I will build my Church; and °
. the gates of bell fball not prevail againft it.

SERMON IL

AVING in the former difcourfe confidered the
obvious meaning of -the words of our text, in
their connexion, and taken occafion: from them to
prove the fecurity and perpetuity of the Chriftian
church till the end of time ;~—I now proceed to con-
‘fider and anfwer fome objections raifed againft this’
doctrine, from the appearances of things in the world,
and
1ft. Many profeflors of religion acknowledge
themfelves that the church is in danger. To this 1an-
fwer that profeflors of religion are as liable to err in
their opinions, as other men, either thro’ ignorance,
oF defpondency. 1 have obferved before, that the word
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church is fo much abufed, and fo differently under-
flood—that the cry of tbe church’s being in danger
is often a mere unmeaning cant phrafe, which has ne
precife, determinate fignification ;——and that many
charches may indeed be in danger, while the true
chorch of CaRisT is perfeltly fafe and very flourifl-
ing.

It is certainly fi# and right that every falfe, er-
" roneous, fuperflitious, and antichriflian church,
which is not formed upon the Chriftian, apoftolical
model. fhould bz in danger.—And 1 thiok it pretty
certain that every fuch name will be lof?, and every fuch
shurch annibitated, in the laft and moft glorious Rate
of the Chriftian cherch: the prefent divided flate
of ‘the church, being the ftrongct fymptom of its dege-
wcracy, imperfeltion, corruption, and awant of the
srué fpirit of Chriftignity.

Tue church of Baal, for inftance, was in immi-
nent daoger, when his priefts were outdone by &/
Jab, in their conteft about the true Gon,—and four
hundred and fifty of them flain, as jdolaters and sm-
Poftors —but what did the church of the frye Gop
fuffer by this event? :

Tus church of the goddefs Diana at Epbefus,
was in great danger by the preaching of Paul, Gaius
and Ariflarchus: the crafifmen, fhrinemakers and
priefts were like to lofe all their cultom,~—and a
mighty uproar they made about it, that the church
awas in danger ; becaufe * by that craft they got their
wealth.”—And indeed, the Fewi/h, and all the Gen-
&l churches, met with & moft ruigous and deltrudive
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blow, by the miracles and preaching dof the apofties:
their idol gvds were defpifed ;—=their temples de-
ferted ;——their oracles filenced y=—theirchurch: power
-and church-craft dete@ed and expofed, and their
priefts and augurs beggared, or forced to fome more
honeft occupations for bread ;——-and yet every Chrif-
tian muft allow that.the true church of Gop was
fo far from being in danger, by the deftruction of
of their falfe teligions, that it arofe fair, beautiful
‘and wajeflic, upon their ruins !

‘ - A CERTAIN church was in great danger at the
proteltant reformation; but furely no confitent pro-
teftant will imagine that the real interefts of Chrilti-
anity fuffered any thing by that revolution 1

INDEED it is the trick of all pricfls and of the'c/er-
&y of every denomination to cry out that vhe church
és in danger, when their owx fec? feems to decline a
licle, and more efpecially when their bonours, dig-
wities and emolusnents ave firuck at. Upon fuch an
" occafion, proud. felfifb and mercemary men, of all
“churches, will feel the fame paflions, as Demetrius
and the craftsmen; and for the fame reafon toog
becaufe ‘“ by that crafr they get their honour and
wealth ! ’

BuT bumble and avell-inflrulfed Chriftians, need
pever fear the ruin of the church of CurisT; for
‘he has made that his own peculiar care, and the gates
of hell thall never prevail againtt it.

2. Otuers aflure us that Deifm is prevailing us
wiverfally in the Chriftian world, and therefore that
the Chriflian religion is in imminent danger from this

vou. I. Y
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suarter. This fs either the language of Chriflians,
-through ignorance or defpondency ;—or of infidels,
-by the way of éravado.——1t, To Chriftians I would
anfwer; it is not common or eafy for any one man
.o know the true ftate of religion in the world.” Our
°  .opimion concerning-this matter muft depend partly on
~0ur OWn' obfervation,—wpartly .on the books which
we read,~—and partly on the company we frequent.
(1ft,) The obfervation of every man is limited to @
wery narrow compafs ; and evea, with-the greate(t pe-
petration, we may be much impofed on: becaufe our
-judgments dre apt to be perpetually perverted by pre-
.;udices and prepofleffions, which fteal upon us lmper-
ceptibly, and at length become datitual.

-Er1au, with all bis penetration, and divine glfts,
{what from a gloomy defpondency by the prefent uo-
favourable appearance of things, and what from his
swant of the gift of difcerning fpirits) verily thought
that thete was 7ot ome true worthipper left in Jfrael
.befides himfelf ; .and yet Gob affures him, that, in
Ahat worf} of times, his church in Hfrael confilted of
Jévan thoufand men, who had.not bowed the knee to
* Bgal (£)." Were an uninfkrued Chinefe or Fapanefe,
ppon his firft coming to Chriftendom, to fall inamong
& koot of Deifls, he would naturally fuppofe that
Deifm was the presailing religion of thefe countries,
& Were a ftrapger only to frequent the Robin-bood
dociety, and hear the funarts, minute philofophers,
and generable erators of that fociety, continually
belchipg out blafphemies againft the Chnfhan mﬂP

B # i
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tution, and retailing thofe crumbs of profane wig -
which they bave gleaned up from the tables of their
mafters in infidelity, he would probably ihagine that-
Ghrifiianity muft be at a very low ebb in Englandy
feeing this colleGive body of the great wits of the
mation, had. the honour to profefs and defend infide-
lity. But fhould this firanger be afterwards induced”
to make the tour of the many gréat and populous
Chriftian congregations of thiat metrapolis, and atten<"

_ tively obferve thoufands-(1 had almott.faid milligns)
who conftantly frequent thofe numerous - places of
divine worthip, with all-the marks of fncerity, at-
rachment and devotio#t, he would quickly fee reafon
to change his opinion ;~—to pronounce Chriffianity
the prevailing religion in Ewpland, and to believe
that infidelity had only picked up“its votaries and:
made its-triumphs among the balf:thinking aud wrong
braded part of:the people, who, by a perverted edu-
cation, bad morals, libertine books and companions,
and ‘want of lawwful bufinefs and employnrent, have
been induced to fet themfelves up for avisr and free~
thinkers, and to preach up infidelity, as‘the beft de«
Jence and apology for: a aworthlefi- and profligate
Iife.- .
‘WEzE I for imftance, from my own little obfer-
- vation to decide upon this grand queftion, whether
» Gbrifianity or Deifmm prevails moft in the Chriftian
world, I am fure I muft, from fuperabundant evi*
dence, pronounce in. favour of Chriffidnity: having
pever met with a dozen perfons who roundly owned
and feriowfly defended-the caufe of infidelity y—againft
.- Y 2
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a great many thoufands of mominal and fincerely preo-
JS<fing Chriflians. Although indeced it muft be can-
didly confeffed, that.the obfervation of no one fingle-
individual, is adequate to the decifion of this quefe
tion.

(2dly.) Tuz books which ave read tend greatly to-
influence our opinion of the prefent {tate of Chriftia~
nity in the world. 1 would by no means be for hin-
dering awell principled Chriffians from reading the-
books of infidels, becaufe 1 can fee no hurt fuch per
fons can recaive from reading fuch books.” In fhort,
my opinion of thg evidence for the truth of the Chrif-
tian religion,. is fo igh and exafted, that I can neven
fuppofe it pofplg for a man who knows this evidence,
0 be perverted ioto infidelity ;~—unlefs the violence
of his paffions; thealtrength of bis /ufis, and the blind~
x¢fs and prejudice which thefe may bring upon his
mind=——wholly put out the light of this evidence, and
burry him into infidelity. on his owndefence. Yet.it
is pretty evident to me that the conflant reading of
infidel books, may, in time, induce us to imagine and:
Sear that infidelily is more prevalentin.the world than
itreally is. Wereone unguardedly to read the writings.
of Bolingbroke, Voltaire, D’ Argens, Hume, Chubb,
D’ Alembert, and a few others, one would be apt to-
imagine, that furely Deifm is a very fafhionable and
prevalent religion, and that Chriffianity would hard-
ly dare to lift up its.face, becasfe of the contempt and*
ridicule calt upon it by the greateft wits and gemiufes
of the age : but if fuch readers will deign to turn’
their attestian to a different clafs of writers;—if
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they will perufe the writings of a Bayle, 2 Newton,
a Locke, a Grotius, a Glarendon, a Weft, a Littleton,
a Forbes, and an Addifen, thofe oracles of reafon,
whofe I:dming, originality of genius, depth of pene-
tration, amiablenefs of charalter, profound refearches
énto the molt abftrufe and recondite branches of hu-
man and divine knowledge, and Jaborious fearch after
ufeful truth, de honour to human nature, and will -
render their memory dear to mankind through every
period of time :—1 fay, if fuch perfons will deign to
turn their attention to apriters of thit clafs, their
rifing prejudices in favour of Deifin ;~—at leaft, their
opinion of its univer/al prevalence in the Chriftian
world, will be quickly annihilated, aad they will
wonder how .any perfon of found judgment, who had
throughly ftudied the argument, could poﬂibly fall
into the fnare of infidelity.

My hearers will obferve, that I have deﬁgnedly
avoided the mention of any of the clergy, in the above
catalogue of names; becaufe they are liable to be
fufpe@ted as partial and inter¢ffed advocates in plead-
ing the caufe of Chriftianity :=——tho’ I can weally fee
po good caufe why the clergy thould not be intitled

" to fome fhave of common fenfe and common honeffy,
as well as other men; aod furely if they are not
downright Atheifis, they have as deep an intereft in
the truths of rel.gion, and as great reafon to dread
Sulfood und delufion, in matters ‘of eternal confe-
quence, as any of their fcllow creatures poffibly can
hve B . .

BuT the above mentioned writers {and many othep

Y 3
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refpetable names might eafily be added to the num
ber) being mere laymen, could have no poflible mo-
tive or inducement, bat the love of trath, to plead
the caufe of Efriffianity : nay, it would have been.
their honour and glory, as philofopbers, had they found:
any capital flaw or defedt in the evidence for the
tuth of Chriftianity, to have difbufcd the Chriftian-
world by expofing the delufton, and to-have delivered.
mankind from the tyranny and oppreflion of proudy
covetous and unrighteous churchmea. - But,. on ther
contrary, thefe great lights of the world, being at:
once overpowered by the- luminous evidenee of the
truth of Chriftianity, and captivated with its charms,.
thought it the moft efential and important. fervice.
they would render their fellow creatures, to fet this
evidence in a #rue light before their minds, and“to-in—
culcate upon mankind the belicf: of Chriffian doc-
trines, and the: pradice of Chriftian duties; So that
if this grand queflion were to be decided by the cho~
raflers, talents and-abilities. of the writers-on both-
fides, Chriftianity would affuredly obtain a gloriouss
- and compleat trinmph over infdelity. And, indeed,.
Chriftians may comfort themfelves with an affurance
that this ever will and muft be the cafe, feeing-
Curist hath built his church upon:the rock of his-
own veracity and ommijpotence, and therefore all the:
havoc of apoftacy and immorality, all the canning and:
malice of devils, and all-the fucers: and fophifiry of
infidel writers, will never be able to prevail agaioft:
it, to its utter extirpation and ruin! 4s vainly do-

e tribe. of infidels labour to awrite, and Jough, and. -
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argue Chriftiarity out of the world, as their great
predeceflor  Fulian the emperor did to rebuild the
temple of Ferufalem; and thereby. give the lie to our
Saviour’s prophecy that it fhould never be rebuilt,.
Nay the effe@s of both thefe vain attempts are per--
fectly fimilar : for as Fulian's:vain and dsfeated at-
tempt to rebuild the temple, proved, dire@ly contrary
. to his intention, oneof the nobleft and- moft ftriking;
evidences of the truth of Chriftianity ; fo the prefent-
elafs of Deiftical writers, do in fa& advance the caufe-
* they mean to deftroy, by occafioning fuch folid de--
fences of the Chriftian religion, as icfidelity can ne-
ver demolifh by the weapons. of reafon-and fair argus
mentation., ‘
INDEED, how can any weapon formed againft
 Zion; againlt Goo, reafon; and truth, profper
‘Pruth is great, and muff finally prevail l=—Men may.
fuffer themfelves to be blinded by their lufts'and pre- -
judices, and led away into error and infidelity, if they:
choofe’ it:  As they may fhut: their eyes fo that they.
eannot behold tire light of the fun, fo they may fhut-
their eyes againft the evidences of Chriftianity. Nor .
let them blame the Almighty for fuffering them to-
fall into fuch a chofen delufion. Gop hath given-
them eyes, and-he hath given them @ fu7 but he wilk:
not force open their-eyes to behold the light, 1t would-
be aéfurd to fuppefe this. This would be-to deftroy
their free-agency and render them: incapable of virtue -
and reward. Itis enough that he furnithes them witly
the organ and the objec?, and commands and per--
[#ades them by the molt engaging motives, to-mike
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ufe of both, and offers his almighty aid to their feeble
endeavours, in the ufe of both, If, after this, they
will.be boodwinked and deceived, they muft, and
there is 710 remedy. But the fault will be found to lie
wholly in shemfelves, and not in the evidences of
Ghriftianity ; feeing it is impoflible the Almighty
fhould give a religion to mankind, without giving
[ulficient evidences of its wuth to a fincere enquirer.
Bat if men awill be infidels, either againft the light of
evidence, or for want of taking pains to difcover it,
they mult ftand to the confequences; but Gop and
Chriflianity are blamelefs of theix folly and mifery.
But to return from this digreffion,

(3dly.) THE compiny awe frequent will greatly
tfluence our opimion of the ftate of Chriftianity in the
world. This is indeed much akin to the two former
confiderations. Men infenfibly aflume their opinions
and manners from the fociety they frequent. Thisis
what chiefly forms the almoft invincible prejudice of
education, which is the fource of all obflinate bigotry
and dangerous prepoffeffion, and thould put every pru-
dent perfon on his guard -againft immoral, profane,
and erromeons connedtions in fociety. * He who
walketh with the wife, fays Solomon, will be wife;
but a companion of fools (hall be deftiroyed (/).”

If frequeat communications with deiftical perfons
(who are remarkably fond of broaching their para-
doxes in company, that they may pafs for great ge-
miufes)—if fuch communications, 1 fay, do not poifon
eur minds, and wholly jeduce us from better prin-

(/) Prow. xiii. 29.
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eiples; yet they will incline us, at leaft, to rhink
more fuvourably of Deifm, and to imagine it more
prevalent and fafbionable in the world, than it really
is: for this, 1 think, may be depended on, as a juf#
maxim, that “ men will, in time, adopt fomething of
the rafte, caf?, manners and opinions of the company
which they frequent by choice.” .
INDEED our opinion of the general ftate of reli- -
gion in the world, will be powerfully influenced, by
the general flate of it within our own obfervatign,.
For inftance ; were we to borrow our idea of the ge-
neral ftate of Chriftianity in the world, from the ge-
neral ftate of it in thefe Wef? India iflands,——where: -
the very forms of it are almoft wholly negle&ted, and:
where the minds of mankind feem to be totally en-
groffed and divided. between the hurry and buflle of
bufinefs on the one hand, and the purfuit of Lav fen-
Jual pleafures on the other, we muft naturally imagine
that Chriftianity was at g low ebb indeed; and thay
“the church was frudyiin danger :—but were we to
fliift the fcene to Ewrope, or.the continent of Amerioa;
and behold the flourithing appearances of religion:
there ; and perceive, that the advocates for Deifm, are:
chiefly confined to:a few youwg libertines ; a few
[prouts of phyfic and the law, who, thro’ want of bets
ter employment, have been induced to exchange the
ftudy of Boerbaave, and Coke upon Littleton, for that
of Chubb; Tindal and Voltaire, and fo propagate, in-
clubs and taverns, thofe principles which are the beft-
apology for their own vices ;——we would quickly be
sured of this narrew /ocal prejudice, and fee reafon
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to lay afide our fears concerning ““ the danger of.thé
church.” )

2. To Deifls,. who announce the danger- of the
churchy,it may be anfwered, that they are as liable to
error and prejudice of judgment as other men ; and
that the queftion, is a gueffion of facts and not of
opinions, The queftion is not, at prefent, whether
Cbriftianity is the bgf?, or only true, religion ; but whe-
ther it is Joffng ground.in Chriftendom, and Deifm is-
creafingupon its ruins, foas to threaten the total deftruc-
tion of the Chriltian church; and therefore it can be
only a true flate of fal?s, which’can furnith a fatif
factory anfwer to this-queftion. We have already con-
fidered the matter of fac?, and feen how little reafon
there is for the boafts of the Deiffs. It is eafy for a
‘Deiff, in the heat and zeal of his fpirits, to infi-
puate that ‘“ no- wife man can believe the Chriftian
revelation”——and to affirm ¢‘ that Chriftianity is ina
declining condition, and will foon be totally extin@.”
Bolingbrokes arrogance, which chara&erizes all his
writings and almoft all his a&ions, once ventured to
prophesy (tho’ a great enemy to prophets) that the re-
Jormation, which he calls the refurrection of letters,
would prove fatal to Chriftianity; and, for the emo-
lument and confolation of the world under the lofs-of
all popular religions, -and Chriftianity among the reft,
he gracioufly vouchfafed to fet up his own First
PHILOSOPNY, as the great light of the human mind,
amidft the error and confufion which he forefaw would
prevail. But unfortunately for this glorieus-light of
the intclle@ual and moral worlds, his benevolent.-de~




SERMON X1 293

$gn was frultrated, by the grofi inconfifiencies in his
own fyltem; and docfor Warner. without writing 2
fingle fine of his own, has effeftually anfwered and
confuted him, merely by fetting his lorcthip’s concef-
" ffons in favour of Chriftianity, and his calumnies
againft i, in oppofite columns, and permitted the one
to invalidate and defiroy the other. Thus, his lord-
thip being formally convicted of fuicide, his arguments
»on one fide and the other, {tand su/? for nothing.
.I.wouLp beg leave to conclude this branch of the
difcourfe with a few ftriures upon Deifer and Deiffs,
(1.) Pure Theifm or Deifmis, fo farasit goes,
8 good and frue religion. It is the pure religion of
wiature and reafon. difengaged from the peculiarities
of the Fewifb and Chriftian {yltems. It profefles to
believe ¢ the wnity and natural and moral perfec-
_tions of Gop; the immortality of the human foul §
¢he accountablenefs of men for their moral conducts
the neceffity of repentance and virtue in order to a
* dappy immortality ; a judgment to come, and a fu-
gure {tate of rewards and punithments.” Now, a
dDeif?, alting upon thefe principles muft needs be a
pious and a wvirtuous man, This was nearly the re-
ligion of thofe great /ights and worthies of the bea-
then aworld, Socrates, Cicero, E/uﬂetur, Aﬂtanmm'
Pius, and Marcus Aurelius.
THue celebrated Lord Herbert, was the firft, of
any -note, who laboured-in this vinéyard 1o England,
- He was a truly pious and virtuous man, fo far as na-
cural religion could make any fuch man, and is per-
taps the oaly deiltical writer of that character which
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Chrifiendom has produced. He was a great adminér
of Chriftian marality, and never ridiculed Chriffian
dollrines or myfteries. He wastoo wife, too pisus,
and feo good a man, for this dirty work ; and leftit te
his more profane and fceptical followers to ufe thofe
unfair and ungenteel weapons in the caufe of infide-
lity. His ouly objecion againit Chriftianity, was,
¢‘ that it is a Jocal religion, whereas he thought the
true religion cught to be univerfas : an vbjeftion
which would have been eafily removed from fo good
« mind, in the prefent enlightened flate of the Chrif
gian world.

~ As to the other writers who have enlifled in the
caufe of infidelity fince Lord Herbert's time, they
fcarce deferve the name of Deiffs. W e have already
mentioned Lord Bolingbroke. Lord Shafisbury was )
an ingenlous young man ; but his favourite maxim,
‘46 That ridicule is the teft of truth,” is both ab/urd
and ridiculous ;—and his fuppofition that Chriftia-
nity cannot be the true religion, becaufe it addreffes
itfelf to the hopes and fears of men, and is therefore
smercenary, evidently arifcs from a capital miflake in
the fundamental conflitution and principles of the hu-
man nature.- Bayle is a mere {ceptic, who éelicves
wothing and has no principles. * Befides Hume's feep-
'lmﬁn, and verging towards Jo«wnr:glJt Atbeifm, his
Yove of paradix.*and pérplexing afl things by meta-
hyfical ﬂbti(m:. renders him’ the moft- unfit guide
20 the humin mind that can be nmagmed It is do-
ing no irjuftice 10 Veoltaire, to pronovnce him a
sere buffoon in religion : his lJow. farcafms,. witly
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‘Ineers, and -the whole of his unmannerly and difin~
Lenuous treatment of Chriftianity, merit the contempt,
if not the indignation, of every. fober thinker. And
as-for-the royal infidel of the north, it would be b/af-
2phemy to call him a Deift : his denyiag the immor-
tality of the foul, renders him unworthy the honour
-of ‘that appellation, and juftly ranks -him with the
wretched La Mettrie, in the lift of infidels.

IN a word ; almoft the whole tribe of our modern . ’

infidel writers, inftead of fetting up a light to guide
their wandering fellow mortalsinte the paths of truth,

virtue and bappinefs, {eem defignedly to perplex all .

things ; to umhinge all principles of piety and virtue,
and to throw mankind into a ftate of Lcpticifin in
principle, and libertinifm in pra&tice, Their aim
{eems to be, to detroy Chriftianity, without leaving
any thing in its flead, as a guide to moral perfec-
tion and final bappinefs. And it feems greatly a-
gainft them, that fcarce a fingle writer amongft them
has been emineat for piety, or of srreproachable mo-
ral charalter,

(2.) We will find that the cry of the great in~ -

ereafe of Deifm, is not well founded, if we confider
that a great part of the Chriftian world has, in all

ages, been worfe thas Deifts, though they have not,

till of late, been called by that name ; becaufe Deifin
bas not, till of late, been reduced to a fyfiem, and
become a difinctive religious profeffion.

THE meaning of a Deif?, in the common accep-
tation of the word, is an infidel, or one who believes
not the feriptures. Now a wicked, profune, immo

Vor. I, <
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ral Chrifian, who is refolved at all adveatures, @
gratify his lufts and continue in his wicked habits, is
really a prattical infdel, and needs only to be in-
_ftructed in the fophifms and arguments of Deifm, in
(order to become a fpeculative, profeffed infidel. For
there is all the reafon in the world to believe that e-
very determinately and refolpedly wicked Chriftian
would profefs Deifm publicly, were he mafter of the
arguments; as, by this means, he would find his
‘confcience fomewhat eafed, and get sid of the obli-
gations and terrors of a religion, which exprefsly
fentences him to condemmwation. The number there- -
fore of infidels, is not now encreafed : wickéd Chrif-
ptians, who were always infidels under a falfe name,
and falfe colours, have only adopted a new name, and
a new profzffion, more agreeable to their real prin-
ciples, and call themfclves Deiffs ; having enlilted
_themfelves upder the banners of fome fathionable
infidel writer, for the eafe of their confciences, in a
debauched life, And, indeed, if all incorrigeably Ii-
centious men, would affume the pame atd profzfion
of infidelity, 1 fze no lofs or inconvenicnce, which
she real interefts of Chriftianity could fuffer by the e-
went. Surely, it would command the efteem and
refped of the world much more than it does at pre-
fent, - ’
Tuus I think 1 have fairly and candidly fated
and confidered the principal objections which has been
brought againft the doctrine advanced in our text,
gither by narrow, defponding, ill-informed Chrifti-
.. §8% 9r by the bpgfls of jnfidelity.—But this is nop
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édough. I would ftill farther advance, upon what I'
think to be {ufficient evidence, not only that the -
Chriftian church is in no real danger, nor pofibly can
4e ; but that Chriftianity is really an increafing quan-
tity in the world ; is enlarging its conquefls, and ex-
tending its triumphs over igmoramce, barbarity, im<
morality, infidelity, and every oppofing principle, and
that it will continue to do fo to the end of time,
when the ¥ews, together with the Gentile nations;
fhall be brought into it; and when every knee fhall
bow to CHrisT, and every tongue confefs that he
is Lord, to the glory of Gop the Father,

Trus, indeed, fometimes the charch of Chrilt
has a greater degree of vifihility than at others. Itis
fometimes driven, as it were, by the dragon into the
wildernefs (77), ard its vifible glories fot a time con-
cealed by prevailing tyranny and perfecution: but
all this while its virtee is imperceptibly [preading,
and like leaven, affimilating tre whole lamp. The ia-
terefts of Chriffianity are often alfo in a facuating
Slate; ebbing in fome places, and flowing in others.
Fhe tide of Chrifiianity, as we have already obfery-
ed, feems to have been flowing to the wefward, from
its firlt eftablithment in the world. The prefent im-

- proved ftate of navigation, and the prevailing paffien
for colonizing and:mew difcoveries, perhaps, without
defigning it as much as Chriftias navigators ought to
do, is carrying the feedsr of Chriffianity, into all the'
habitable parts of the earth, and fcattering them among
every pesple, tongue and kindred; and it is mot an

(m) Rev. xii. 3, 8
Z 2
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1
improbable conje&ure, that, when it has reached the:
ntmoft liniits of the wef?, it will low back again, like
the river Fordam, to its fource, and cover the face
of the whole earth, as the waters cover the face of
the feay fo that not only the mole-bills of infidelity,
but the bighef# mountains of ignorance, prejudice,
SJuperfiition, idelatry and smmorality will be brought
under its faving and fru&ifying influences, ’ )
THE prevailing, tho' ignorant and ungrounded

opinion, that former gges were wifer and better than
the prefent, may render it difficult to be believed,
that virtue -and Chriftianity or true religion flourith
mere in the prefent age, tham in any foregoing one
fince the Chriftian aera; but whoever fhall take the
pains to read, with attention, Hinder’s Hiftory ef
Knowledge ; Hartley on Man; Werthington's Effay
on Redemption ; Lord Clarendsn’s Eflays divine and
_moral; Fortin’s Ecclefiaftical Hiftory ; and Do&ter
Edmand Law’s Theory of Religion, will find abua-

dant conviive evidence of this agreeable truth.
Indeed, were not our minds blinded by prejudice,
general hiftory would inform us; that in no-age, fince
she eftablithment of Chrillianity, bas religion been
botter wndecflood, and.its fpirit and genius fhewed
itfelf more evidently, in the general fruits of civiliza-
tion, moderation, meeknefs, tolerance, forbearance,
public [pirit, benevolence, charities: of every kind,
and univerfal ‘decorum and good. order in fociety;
than the prefent :=—plain and agrecable proofs that
she muddy flream of human nature is cleaning up;
“that the jirit and genius.of true religion is jpreading.

-
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and prevailing, and that things are gradually ripen-
ing for that smiverfal reformation of the world,
which Chyiftians. are warranted to expe? and bope
Sor in the latter days. '
" InsTeaD, therefore, of giving way to defponding
fears, ‘* that the church is in danger;” that Chrifti-

~ anity is on the decline in the werld, and in peril of
~ being {wallowed up of iufidefity, let us repofe our
ugjhaken confdence on the exprefs declaration of
CHr1sT; * Upon this rock I will build my churth,
and the gates of hell fhall ot prevail againtt it.”
LeT us alfo comfort ourfelves with the evidence
we have, both from our own obfervation, and from
« the general biffory of providence, of the fulfibment of
#bis prediction of our'Lord bitherto ;—~that that bef-
fed and divine religion which he has planted in the
world, #eeps its ground againit all oppefition, and
-&till goes on to fpread and flourifh, both in its theory
and pewer, and that we have fo hopeful a profpe@ of
ifs finally prevailing over every lett and obftacle.
How confolatary ought thefe words ef eur Lord be
to his true church in all dangers and extremities ;
“.0 thou affliGted, toffed with tempeft and not com=
forted; behold, I will lay thy flones- with Kir cos
Tours, and thy foundations with fapphites. All thy
children (hall be taught of the Lord, and great fhall
be their peace. In righteoufuefs fhall thou be efla-
blithed: thou fhalt be far from oppreffion, for thou
fhalt not fear; and from terror for it fhall not come
near thee,~No weapon' that is formed againit thee
Z 3 S
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fhall profper; and every tongue that fhall rife agzinfF
thee in judgment, thou fhalt condemn (5).”
To conclude: We have feen the fability and
Derpetuity of the Chriftian church. It fhould be our
principal perfonal concerm, as mem and Chriftians,
" not only,. to the utmoft of our-power, to promote its
interefts in the world, by our influence and example ;
but to fee to it, that we fall not from it-ousfelves by
foth, apoflacy and irreligions There is no truth more
certain, than.this, *‘ That out of the church there is
no falvation.” What therefore can it advantage vs,.
that CHr18T has a frue church upon earth; and
that this church will endure, and increafe to the end
of time; and that- cvery foul-who belongs to this
¢hurch, and is a true member of it, fbalt be faved,
if we ourfe/ues keep out of it.and fall into perdition ?
Q then let us hafte to fecure unto ourfelves a place
io this oaly ark of falvation, by a true faith, a_fis-
cere repantance, and a fpeedy reformation of life;
that when the flood of divine vengeance comes, we
may not be {wept away with.the world.of ungodly.
men,. Amen,

(%) M livi x3,~=—1ys
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The free and aftenithing love of ‘ 6op,
in'the falvation of a Ioft world, thro*
faith in CarisT as the conditien on
the part of finful man, in three fer-

mons, from'
John iii. 16.

- For Gop fo loved the world, that ke gave Fis
only begotten Son, that whofoever believeth-
in him, [bould not perifb, but have. cverlafi«

 ing life.

SERMON I,

T feems to me a fine and juft remark of an able-
divine and good critic—=*¢ That the whole New
"Teftamens does-not.gontainfomuch of: pure gofpel, in
fo fmall a compafs, as the twenty-one firft verfes of
this chapter ;~—that in thefe verfes we have the gof-
pel in miniature; that if all the other writings of the
New Teftament were loft, and thefe few. verfes, were
alone handed down to us with fufficient authority,
shey containa fufficient remedy for a perifhing world.”

L
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«—For what elfe is the gofpél, in-the ftri& and pros
per fenfe of the word, * but the revelatian of 2 way
of falvation for loft finners of the race of 4dam?—
And what effential part of this way of falvation, have
we not revealed in thefe few verfes ?—1s a zew
. nature avd boly lifz an eflential part of the falvation
of finners ?——Here we have the natare; the necefity,
_the manner; and the agent of this renovating, fanci-
fying change in the finner, clearly expreffed in our
Saviour’s conference with Nicodemus. Is a facri-
fice neceflary to expiate the finper’s guilt 2 Behold, -
we have here the great facrifice revealed, and the way
in which, and the end for awhich he thould be offered :
¢ As Mofes lifted up the ferpent in the wildernefs,-
‘even fo muft the Son of man be lifted up, that whafo-
ever believeth in him, thould not perith.” Is it ne~
ceffary that human finners fhould kunow, that this way
of falvation was of Gop’s appointment, and by his
approbation?—Our text reveals #is, and much. more,
© ==t declares it to be the effect of Gon’s moft amaz-
ing love to human finnérs ;——and that the vi&tim was
no other, no meaner petfon, than his own, only be-
- gotten Son':==+* For Goo fo leved the world, that .
&c.” ’

Is it necpflury that fioners thould koow the terms
and conditions neceffary to be performed on their part,
in order to their falvation thro’ Chrilt ? Thefe are
diftin&ly repeated three times, almoftin three fucceed-
ing verfes~—*‘ Whofoever believeth in him (i. e. the
only begotten Son of Gop) fhall'not perith,.but have
everlafting lifc :——he was to te lified up on the crofs,

-
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~ that whofoever believeth on him (under the notion of "

afacrifice for fin, and a crucified Saviour) fhould net
perifh, but have eternal life:—he that believeth on
him, is not condemned ; but he that believeth net is
condemned already; becaufe he hath not believed in
the name of the only begotten Son of Gop !"”—In-
thefe paffages alfo we have a revelation of the nature
of that falvation which finners obtain thro’ faith in
CHRisT.—It i$ not a femporal, political falvation,
fuch as the Feaws expected from their Mefiab; bat
a compleat fpiritual falvation ;——a falvation from a
loft, perifhing condition, and an advancement to eter-
nal, everlafting life, ‘ '

Was it expedient that mankind {hould know the
reafon, why fach multicudes of faners come fhort of
this glorious, purchafed falvation ? The reafon is here
afligoed, namely becaufe men love their fins, and hate
to be reformed ; and this' caufes them to wink hard,
and even fhut their eyes againft the glorious revela-
tion of gofpel light :=*“ This is the condemnation,
that light is come into the world, and men love dark-
pefs, &c.—For every one that doeth evil hateth the
light, neither cometh, &c.”—

Anp becaufe guiltis a fealous, fufpicious, mifirufi-
JSul thing; and a world of rebels hearing that Gap
was about to fend his Son among them, might fofpe&
that it was with a defign-to chaffife and punifh them ;
Gop condefcends here, not only to exprefs his great
love to the world in general terms ; but even exprefles
it in fuch terms as wholly. to remove this fufpicion,

L)
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and to perfuade them, that he was fending his Sert
among them, not as a judge and executioner of de-
ferved vengeance, but o the kinde/? and moft graci-
ous defign; as a Redeemer, to die for them, and by
dying, to fave them : *“ For Gop fent not his Son into
. the world to condema the world ; but that the world
thro’ him might be faved!”
SucH, my friends, is that ﬁdl and compendious
abridgement of the pure gofpel of Curist which
. thefe few verfes contain: believe it; embrace it; brod
. it to your hearts, and be happy for ever. It were eafy
allo to make it appear, were it neceflary, that as thefe
verles contain a fu/l, tho’ compendious abfiract ot
epitome of the gofpel of Csr1sT, fo the words of our
text contain a compendious abftra of thefe verfes;
=~—and that there are few leading or effential traths
fo the whole, which may not be clearly inferred from
. the words of my text.—*‘ Gop fo loveth the world,
that he gave, &c.” However; inftead of labouring
to draw fuch a sumber of conclufions from the words,
which would fpin out the {ubje® to an unwieldy
Jength, I fhall only deduce from them the few follow-
tng propofitions, which are clearly contained in the
words, apd whiclr will furnith out abundant matter for
swe or hree difcourfes.
1ft. 1 ¢uavLL endeavour to evince from the words,
the unfpeakable love of Goo to our world, in fend-
. iag his Son iato it.—
adly. THe condition on which the gmlty inha-
bitants of this world may. be pat nto full pofieflion of
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aitl the blefled fruits and effecs of this love of Gon.

3dly. THE reafens upon which this condition is

~ grounded.

4thly, TaE amiverfality of the offer of this love
zo finners. - S

sthly. Tue impoflibility of our being faved, and
the certainty of our deffruc?ion, if we reject this of-
fer, and neple@ this condition.”—The illuftration
-of thefe propofitions, with the application of them to
ourfelves, will compleat the plan of this difcourfe;
and certainly, my friends, if the love of Gop, or the.
gofpel of CHurisT, have any charms for us, it may
be candidly hoped, that none of us will, at #hés time,
and upon this occafion, turn a deaf ear to the call’
.of mercy, or f{teel our hearts againft the impreflions
of the love of Gop.

Ift. Taen, Iam from the words to evince the un-
{peakable love of Gop to our world.—1 call it un-

- _fpeakable, not only, becaufe it czn never be fully ex- .-
grefled, but alo, and chiefly becaufe it is very em-
phatically left un/poken in our text.—** Gop foloved
the world ;” the sreafure and nature of this love is
left to the inguiring, labouring, wondering thoughts
of men and angels, And when all of them fhall
bave employed their thoughts and tongues about this
love to zll eternity, they fhall never be able ful/ly to
conceive or exprefi it. How /itt/e a portion then can
ae Ancaw or fpeak of it? How imperfedtly can we
fpeak of that which is inexgrefible, and which pufeth
all knowledge 2——MVay Gop enlighten and warm
ovr hearts with the beams of this love, and then
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‘fhall we fpeak of it aworthily, though not perfectlys
——then fhall we fpeak of it feelingly, gratefully and
affetionately, although we can only fammer and
lifp it out in broken accents, like infants lifping out
their imperfc@ conceptions of an indulgent father’s
love.

TwHAT 1 may give as juff an idea as Tam able, of
the unfpeakable love of Gob to our world, permit me
to propofe and anfwer the-following queftions.

Queftion Ht. Waart fort-of wosld is this which
Gon bath fo loved ?=—TTrue, indeed, it was a world

. of Gop’s own making,—the workmanthip of his own
hands ;—but ftill it was perhaps one of the meancp
worlds he has made, What multitudes are there of
more glorious worlds than this of eurs, on which Gop
might have fixed his pecsliar Jove, while this of ours.
might have been <afl afide as an.ufe/efs thing, and ex-
punged out of the creation, with as little lofs, perhaps,

“as a drop of water out of the mighty ocean.

BuT this is not the aorf? of our world.—Gop

“might have a refpe& to it, as the work of his hand;
as a link in the fcale of being; as an ufeful and or-
qamental part in-the plan of the creation; and, above
all, as having planted and fettled it with rational be-
ings, made after his own image, and put under the
influence of a moral law. But how had thefe rational

" inhabitants of this world, anfwered the end of their

*creation ? Had not the very firff; the progenitor;
the natural and covenant head of thefe rational be-

"ings rebelled againft his Gop, and involved Aimfelf,
and his whole pofferity into guilt and mifery ¢ Did
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ot Gob fee it expedient to curfe this earth and all
its enjoyments, for the fin of its inhabitants ? Thi3
little province of Gop’s vaft dominions, once fo high
in his favour ; once a garden of innocence, an Eden
of delights, is now beconre a province of rebels—-an
accurfed place—a place of guilt, mifery, difeafe and
death; the plain fignatares of the divine curfe lying
upon it, for the fin of man,—Behold ! thea a world
of finners; rebels againft the greateft and beff of
Beings, their Creator, Sovéreign and continual Bene-
faor.—“ 4l rebels, in every-part of our guilty
globe ; none righteous, no not one, rebels from age
to age, and from generation to generation, for many
thoufands of years :=thoufands ; millions ; myriads
of rebels, Behold a world lying in wickednefs ; help-
lefs; bopelsfs ; defpairing of relief;——the very
Tuburbs of hell ;—the range of malignant devils’;’
~—the region of guilt, mifery and defpair s—the
mouth of the infernal pit |”” *——a world once drown=
ed for its wickednefs, and now doomed and referv- .
ed ' to be burnt with fire, as the only adequate
purification of its filth! What a avretched aorld?
what an ocbnoxisus race is this >~—And might not
Gop have confumed it with its wicked inhabitants,
when all mankind had thus corrupted their away ?
Might be not have blotted it out of the plan of being ?
or if fuch a world was a neceffary link in the chain
of being, might he mot have new-created it?—No;
be had a defign to bear with, and fpare, its guilty
inhabitants, and to make it the fCenre and ojec? of his
* Davies,

You. I Ax
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- _aftonifhing grace, and to renew aﬁd redeem it, in &
.manner which angels could not have conceived.—
And therefore (wonderful thought 1) fuch s the avorld,
~which Gop /o loved as to give his only begotien Son
forit? fuch are the creatures ; wngodly; finners;
rebels ; without one exception, fo, and for whom Gop
gave this gift!

Quettion 2d. LET usinguire what fort of gift was
this which Gob gave to this world, and thence let
us eftimate the meafure of his love >——Was it thou-
fands of rams, ot ten thoufands of rivers of od > Alas!
this would have been a cheap and eafj giftto the high
pofleflor of heaven and earth, to whom this earth and
the fulnefs thereof belongs ; yea, who is the abfolute
Lord and difpofer of ten thoufand worlds, with all
that they contain, Bt the blood of bulls and goats
.could not wath away fin !=—Did Gob give oze natin
,of the. edrth, as a prics and facrifice for anogher;
.did he appoint our Jfaac’s to bleed for us, “‘ fo that
‘we might be permitted to facrifice our firft-borp for
our tranfgreffions, or offér the fruit of our bodies to
atone for the fin of our fouls ?” Gob mlght perhapi
eaﬁly have dong this: all are his creatures, and he
jmight have difpofed of them as he pleafed ; but no
jman coyld by any means redeem his brother, or gwe
0 Gop a ranfom for him :—all are finners; obhged
so eternal fufferings for their own guilt, and tf)erc-
fore ‘could not be expiatory facrifices for’ others —
Whcle hecatombs of human facrifices awould bleed'in
wain for this purpofe ! Were the whole human race
£o be offered jn one facrifice, it could procure pp bgr
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nefit to this guilty world; it could not redeem one
Jfoul of our guilty race! Gop would abbor fuch an in-
buman, polluted offering ! ) -
WerL ; did Gop give Gabriel, or one of the up-
per ranks of angels, or a whole legion of thofe exal-
ted beings to leave their thrones, and hang upon crof-
fes, to fave this world and its perifhing inhabitants
from finking into ruin? Alas! had the whole fur-
face of this earth been filled with croffes and eyery an-
gel in heaven, aflumed a body, and bled upon a crofs 5
“even this expenfive facrifice could have done no good
to our guilty world; it could not have redeemed
one firgle foul; fuch an aftonithing difplay of divine
and angelic love would have been utterly ineffectual !
The truth is, 7o ereature, properly fpeaking, can me-
rit for another,—Every creature owes its whole o-
bedicnce 5 the united and perpetual fervice of all its
powers to Gop; and therefore let a creature do
what it aill, it can never do more than it ought,
“and therefore can never make up for the defe7s of o-
ther creatures, or work out any imputable righteouf-
nefs on their behalf !—No, no ; the gift which Gop
'ga.ve to our world, was guite of another nature, aod
excelled even angels io worth and dignity, as far as
heaven-excelleth earth. He gave not angels, but the
Lorp and maker of angels ; 4i» whom he command-
ed all the angels to worthip ;=—4im whom he hath
appointed heir of all things; by whom he alfo made
the worlds ;—*‘ 4im who was the brightnefs of his
glory, and the exprefs image of his perfon ;”—*¢ bim
who was brought up with him from the days of eter-
Aa2
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nity; whom he poffeffed in the beginning of his way,
before his work of old ; who was daily his delight,
rejoicing always before him ;*'——bim concerning whom
he faid, * Thou art my Son, this day have 1 begot-
ten thee; thy throne, O Gob, is for ever and ever;
a fceptre of righteoufnefs is the fceptre of thy king-
dom : thou haft loved righteoufnefs and hated ini-
quity, therefore Gon, even thy Gop, hath anointed
thee with the oil of gladnefs above thy fellows. Thou,
Lorp, in the beginning haft laid the foundation of
theearth &c. Sit on my righthand, until I make thine
enemies thy footftool (a).”—Thisis the glorious per-
[on,—this is the gift which Gop gave to our world.
~——Gob had, indeed, many fons; but he had only
onc only begotten and beft belvved Son, concerning
whom he faid, with a voice from heaven, ¢ Thisis
my beloved Son, hear ye him ;”—and t4is Son he
gave ;—he fpared him not; awithbeld him not ; bat
delivered him up for us all, and our loft world (3).
We and our world were not redeemed with corrup-
tible things fuch as filver and gold, but with the pre-
ctous blood of CHr1sT, the anointed Son of Gop.—
This was the giff given fo us ;=——this the price paid
Sfor us ; the ranfom with which we were redeemed (c).
Our world was in a perithing condition, and none
but CarisT could relieve it; otherwife Gon would
never have given his only begotten Son (a perfon whonx
he loves infinitely more than the whole creation,) to
fave it. So great, {o dear a perfon, would never have
. (a) Prov, viii, Heb.i.  (#) Rom. viii. 32, (¢) 1 Pet.
19
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been fent from his Father’s bofom, his native heaven
and all its glories, upon a miffion which any other
bemg, or number of beings, could have difcharged.
——However, as this gift was neceﬂ'ary, Gop with-
held it not.—Let this therefore be a comment on
‘the words of our text-—** Gon _/'o loved the aworld,
that, &c.”
Queftion 3d. In what manner did Gop give this
gift to our world? I anfwer; freely, undeﬁ»rwd
‘wnafked, undefired. This is an additional proof of
the greatnefs of Gob’s love to our world.—Had a
. guilty world come by any means to know that there
" was fuch a Being in heaven as the Son of Gop, who
was awilling and able to undertake their relief, and
‘fave them from perifhing; and that there was fome
hope that Gop might part with him, for this purpofe,
" at their earneft requeft : and had human finners, from
~a deep fenfe of their wretchednefs and danger, in all
ages, wreftled with Gop by prayer, and 1mportuned
him with tears, out of the depth of their ruin, to have
mercy upon them, and fead his Son to redeem and
fave them,—the gift would have been more deferv-
ed, and /efs free and unconfirained. But the real
cafe and (tate of finners was jult the reverfe of this;
Altho’ they needed, yet they defired not a Saviour :
‘and even had they known there was fuch an one in
heaven, and that their prayers and tears could have
“. obtained him from Gop; yet they would not have
‘afked him. A great part of the mifery of a guilty,
perifling world, confilted in its blindnefs, infenfibi-
lity, and even urwillingnefs 10 be faved. Thisis cer-
A 23

.
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tainly true in fa® : for Gop never yet attempted to-
work falvation for a finful world, but thiey refufed it,
and ftrove againft it, and abufed the very attempts-
"which Gop was ufing to make them Happy. They
oppofed the Spirit of Gop preaching by Noah, and'
“would not be faveg by him :—it was with the greateft
reluctancy, and not without a kind of force, that the
Ifraclites wauld be faved by Mefes from the vileff
and moft wretched flavery.—~They oppofed the Spi-
rit of Gop in all the prophets; choofing deffruction,.
rather than falvation.——And when CarisT the Son
of Gop came into the world to fave them, they pat
"him to death. And altho’ finners now among us have
no excufe fram ignorance, and Know that there is.a
“powerful and willing Saviour, and are intreated to-
apply to bim, at the peril of damnation, and are af-
fured that they may obtain pardon and glory 4y and
#hro’ him; yet they will not come to him that they
may have life.~—They refufz, oppofe, and abufe him;
and their hearts muft be conquered by grace, before
they will fubmit to be faved by him.
" Now, Gob fo loved this world, that he gave his
Son to it unafked, xndeferved, undefired ; yea, againft
their oppofition, katred and malevolence ;. yea, fo
Jreely did he give him, that he provided and appoint-
ed him before the world was made, and before fin-
ners exifted. And no fooner had .4dasm fallen, but
he revealed him to his fallen creature, as the founda-
tion of his hope and religion; as the Lamb flain from
the foundation of the world. This gift was of Gop’s
 J7ee, original, eternal appointment, and was as litde
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dzfired or expeled, as it was deferved by human fin-
mers.

Queftion 4th. To what end and purpofe did Gop
give his only begotten Son to this world of ours?
Anfwer; firf, to foffer and die a facrifice for our
fins,—and, fecondly, by his incarnation nnd obedi-
ence to the death, to fave a guilty world from the
Joweft’ mifery, and te advance them to the higheft
.happinefs and glory. '

IT greatly enhances the Jove of 142 giver; that the
“gift be, not only great and valuable in itfelf, but that
it be alfo dear and expenfive to the giver; and that
it anfwer the nobleft purpofes to the receiver. Now,
bBoth thefe circumftances attend the gift of Gop’s only
begotten Son to our world, in the mofl eminent de-
gree. . -
~1ft. Gob gave his only begotten Son-to fuffer and
die a facrifice for the fins of our world. To have
fent his Son into the world, to condemn the world,
"had been juf?, and fuch a piece of juftice as a guilty,
" rebellious world had reafon to fear and expe.—
" To have fent his Son into the world in every poffible
circumftance of dignity and happinefs, to mediate a
reconciliation with finmers, and offer terms of peace
and'pardon to rebels, hiad been fuch a piece of mer-
" ¢y and wonderful condefcenfion, as ouglit to have afto-
nifhed our world, and been the wonder of angels,—
But to fend his only begotten Son from kLis native
heaven; from the throne of his glory; from the
worfhip of angels, to be born in the deepeft poverty ;
to affume our degraded nature, and to fpend thirty-
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Vthrce, or thxrty-ﬁve long years, ip poverty, difgrace;
and perfecution ; dyxng as a malefadfer and a Save,
.in the. midft of ignominy and. torture, and lying a
. mangled corps in the grave, was fuch an inftance of
_the love of Gop to our world, as pa({'eth all know-
Jedge! Let us only confider what it would coft the -
) heart of a father, to have one of the leaft beloved of
_his children, transformed for a few months or hours
into a worm, or other infec, and, in that form, to be
fubjected to the power and malice of a few barbarous'
childrén, who fhould employ every invention of cru-
celyto strample, torture and put it to death !'—and
thep may we form fome imperfect idea of the manner
in which Gop loved our world, when he gave his only
begotten Son, to affume the nature of its mean inha-
bitants, and to fuffer thirty years, and die by the:
hands of thofe whom he came to fave !—But-

(2dly.) He gave his Son, by his incarnation and’
obedience to the death, to fave a guilty world from
the Jowef} mifery, and to advance them to the Aigh-

¢t bappinefi and glory. Here then would arife two-
other queftions, by which the love of Gop in giving
his only begotten Son to our world, would be highly
, magnified——namely—** what was that mifery which
Gonp fent his Son to fave finners from ? And what is
_that happinefs and glory, to which, by this gift, be
.meant to advance them ?”’—We may be very certain,
. my frnends, that as the Son of Gop would not hare
fuffcred and died unneceffarily, or to no purpofe; fo
he would not have fuffercd Juch things and died a fa-
érifice, for a mean, inconfiderable, or #rifing purpofe




'SERMOTN XI 18

Xf it is fo indeed, that Gobp gave his only begotten Soa
to die for the world ? -we may be fure that the purpofe
“of his death muft be fomething very great; and that
the fruits of his facrifice muft be fomething very grand
and noble, and worthy of fuch an expenfive price of
redemption. We are fure indeed that Gon’s own glory,
_was of principal confideration (as it ought to be) in
_this ffrange and affonifhing event ~—Never could the
juftice of Gop, in executing the penalty of the law,
jhave been fo much honoured by the eternal punifli-
ment of the whole world of finners, as it was by the
fuﬁring:, death and facrifice of his only begotten
Son ;—and never could the divine law have been fo
“much honoured and magnified, by the perfe& obedi-
ence of all mankind, as it was by the obedience of the
"Son of Gop !—But, with the glory of Gop, the hap-
_ pinefls of a guilty world was clofely conneted, in this
aftonithing event; and Gop only meant to difplay his
own glory in the way of fhewing mercy to perifhing
and miferable finners. This is beautifully urged by the
apoltle; ““1f Goo fpared not his own Son, but freely
delivered him up for us all, how fhall he not with him
alfo freely give us all things?”
~ Ygs, finners, Gop gave his only begotten Son for
you, that believing in him, ye might #ot peri/b, but
have everlafting life.—He gave him for you, to deli-
ver you from—what 2—Afk the bondflaves of fin
and Satan, who are wholly under the dominion of
filthy lufts and tyrannifing paffions :——afk the remorfe-
ful, the defponding, the troubled and wounded in
confcience, who are trembling under the agonies of a.
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" guilty conftience, and the fears of eternal torment :—
atk the damned in hell, who are fweltering in tor-
menting flames, gnawing their tongues in pain, and
looking forward in vain to 2n endlefs eternity for an
end of their torments,—and thefe alone can fully
tell you, from what a favery ; from awhat agonies of

" foul; and from what unfpeakable and endlefi mifery

and torment, Gop gave his only begotten Son to de-

liver you, by the pains he felt, the agonies he endur-
ed, and the death he died.—He gave him for you,
to advance.you to what?—Afk thofe happy fouls who

‘have obtained the precious liberty of the fons of Gob;

who are delivered from the flavery of Satan, and the

- dominion of luft ;— whofe natures are renewed;
whofe lufts are moruﬁed whofe affections are fandi-

fied—whofe hearts enjoy the halcion days of a calm
and ferene con{cience, the beams of the divi ine love,
the fweets of communion with Gop, and the comfort-
able hopes of an immortality of h'a‘ﬁpinefs in his pre-
fence :—atk the faintsin glory; A4brabam, David,
and Pgul—and the whole general affembly and church
of the firft-born in heaven, who thine in different fpheres
around the eternal throne, and quaE in full draughts
from thofe rivers of pleafures whlch flow for ever at

) the right hand of Gop ;—thefe alone can fully telk

_you, to what a pitch of happinefs and glory Gop gave

. his only begotmn Son to advance this guilty world of
eurs, by the igneminy and pain of his crofs !

ThEsE (my. fnends) are fruits worthy of fo won-
derfi ul a fucrifice ;——effe@s worthy of the love of Gop
and death;of CurisT; and prove what was the ram
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Zity and greatnefs of * that love wherewith heloved
our world, in giving his only begotten Son for it ; that
whofoever of its guilty inhabitants believed in him,
“might not penfh but have everlafting hfe 1” And this
brmgs me in the
" IId Prack, to teke notice of the condition on
-which the guilty inhabitants of this world may be put
in full poffeffion of all the bleﬂ'ed fruits and effe@ts of
this love of Gob.

Tno’ the gift of Gon’s only begotten Son was made
1o the world in general, yet the beneficial and faving
effe@s of this gift, are plainly /ismited to perfons of a
certain charafter. The love of Gob freely gave this
unfpeakable gift to a guilty world; yet thofe only,
awbho received this gift, could be'neﬁt by it :=—and if
there are any of the wretched inhabitants of this world,
who will {o far defpife this love of the Father, or
doubt his veracity, as to reje& the gift of his Son,
they fhall be juftly excluded from all the fpecial bene-
fits of his death and purchafe. The queftion is oz
bere, hew Gop may deal with thofe rational and fin~

ful inhabitants of this world who have never heard of
his Son, nor received the offer of this heaven!y gift? )

~—It is certain that fuch will never be condemned
for flighting, rejefling, or atufing this gift? Such
will be judged according to that Jaw and /ight under
‘which they have lived, and perhaps Gop may make
gracious grains of allowarce to fuch among them, as
have fhewed a penitent difpofition, and pardon and
Juflify them thro’ the merit of an unknown Saviour,——
Perhaps in_fuch, he may deem fome particalar difpo-
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fition, as equivalent to faith in the Redeemer ;—or
may allow them fome opportunity of trial in-another
ftate ! It feems probable indeed that the happinefs of
Tuch, will be fomething different from, and inferior to,
the happinefs of believing Chriftians; otherwile the
revelation of the gofpel difpenfation would be a privi-
lege of fmall confequence.—But that Gop will eter-
nally condemn all the heathen, is a do&rine which we
have no fufficient ground to affert :—nor hath Gop
limited him{elf in this matter, from fhewing mercy to
fuch of them as hé'pleafeth, in fome manner to us un-
known. )

Tus fole objed of our prefentinquiry, is, * what
is the only condition of pardon and eternal bappinefs
o thofe finners of mankind, who live under the /Jight
and privileges of the gofpel of CAR1ST ?”—and that
the gofpel wmiformly and univerfally affirms to be
_ faith in the Redeemer —*¢ Gop fo loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whofoever
lbelieveth in him, might not perifh, but have everlaft-
ing life.—He that believeth onhim, is not condemned:
but he that believeth not, is condemned already ; be-
caufe he hath not believed in the name of the only be-
gotten Son of Gop :—he that believeth on the Son,
bath everlafting life: and he that believeth not the
Son, fhall not fee life; but the wrath of Gop abideth
on him. He that believeth, and is baptized, fhall be
faved ; but he that believeth not fhall be damned.—
Believe on the Lorp Jesus CurisT, and thou fhale
be faved (¢).” You fee, therefore, that  faith in the

(¢) John iii. 16, 18, 36. Mark xvi, 16, A&s xvi, 31
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Lowrp Jesus CHRrisT,” is the grand term, and fuf-
pending exclufive condition of a finger’s falvation un~ -
der the gofpel ; the omly condition on which perith-
ing finners of mankind, can become partakers of the
wonderful love of Gop to a loft world. Sioners
may and ought to admirs the altonithing love of Goo
to their guilty world; but this love can never profit
them, if they believe not im bis only begitten Som.
Men may, if they pleafe, make their own conditions
of falvation.—They may fet up the deeds of the law,
and moral righteoufnefs, or a fober, inoffenfive be-
haviour ;—or generous and charitable a&ions ;—or
juftice and integrity in their dealings ;—or a flourifh-
ing formal profefion of religion ;—or faltings, mor-
tifications, and pepances ;—or croffings, pilgrimages,
abfolutions and un&ions, while perhaps they have
fittle regard to the Redeemer in their religion :—But
* what will all this avail, if they reje? Gon’s appointed
method of faving finners, and negle& that only con-
dition of faith in his Son, on which he hath {ufpend-
ed the- falvation of a loft world ? All this is" but
aill-wor fhip, if put in the place of faith in CurisT;
~—and is onfy a fpecious kind of rebellion againft
"the eftablifhed law of heaven, if not founded on the
principle of a living faith,~~And Gop may well fay
to perfons, who would recommend themfelves to his
favour by thefe methods,—¢ Who hath required
thefe things at your hands? And what can thefe
things avail you, feeing ye have rejected the only
method of a finner’s falvation, which I have efta-
blifhed in the gofpcl "
Vor. L Bb
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Tuis is not a proper place to give a full and
somprebenfivé idea of that faith in CHr1sT whichis
the eftablithed condition of pardon and falvation to
a lolt world.—It may be proper, however, to give
fome general idea of it here ; and the fbortef}, clear-
¢/, and moft comprebenfive I can at prefent think of,
is this: *“ That faith in the only begotten Son of God,
which is the condition of a finner’s falvation; which
fecures him from perithing, and gives him a title,
through the gracious appointment of Gob to eternal
life, is a belief that Jefus of Nazareth is indeed the
only begotten Son and meflenger of Gop ; and fuch
a regard to him, under this charader, as the gofpel
requires,” 1 could prodyce a pumber of paflages
from the New Teftament to prove, that this is the
plain and fimple notion of faith in CurisT, which
the apoftles every where recommended to the Feur
and Gentiles, as the condition of their baptifin and
Jelvation. Some believed that he was an impofior
and had a devil :=—others believed that ke was E/ias,
pr one of the old prophets rifen from the dead :—
but in oppofition to all thefe falfe opinions and beliefs,
his true difciplesbglieved *° that he was tbe CHr1sTS
the only begotten Son of Gop, the Mefiah that was
2o come ioto the world.” This was the pure and
Lenuine faith of Peter, to which Curist himfelf
gives a fandion, declaring it to be the very faith, oa
whigh he would build his church,——and that it pro-
ceaded from the fpecial revelation of his Father,—
Curist afked his difciples—< Whom do men fay,
£has I the Sop of man am 2 They faid, Some fay thon
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art Fobn the Baptift, fome Elias, and others’ Fere
mias, or one of the prophets:—But whom, fays
CuRr1sT, fay ye that I am ?—=Simon Peter anfwer~
ed, Thou art CurisT the Son of the living Gop ;
we believe, and are fure,- that thon art CHrrsT, 1he
Son of the living Gop.—And Fefus anfwered and
faid unto him, Blefled art thou, Simon Bar-jona: fer
fleth and blood hath not revealed it unto. thee, but
my Father which is in heaven; and I fay alfo unto
“thee, that thou art Perer, and upon this rock 1 will
build my church : - and the gates of hell fall not pre-
vail againft it (£).” )
Gop the Father makes this revelation of his Son
to a guilty world; ¢¢ This is my beloved Son, in
whom 1am well pleafed; hear ye him (g).”—
Now, I imagine, that a frue and faving faith in
‘€HR18T, anfwers this declaration, in this manner :
“ Yea, Lord, we believe that he is thy beloved Som;
we receive bimm as fuch, and we are willing to bear,
obey, and fubmit to him, in all things that he is com-
miflioned of thee to declare to us, under this charac-
ter !” :
It is eafy to fee how the whole practical part of
. the Chriftian religion, will flow from this eafy notion
and fimple principle of faith inCurist. If we truly
believe him to be the Sos and mefenger of the living
Gob, we muft needs believe every revelation and de-
elaration of his will :—and if fo, we muft rreeds re-
pent of our fins, and return unto Goo through him,

¢f) Mat. xvi. 16, Johnvi. 65,  (g) Mat. wvil. 5
Bb 2 '
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and depend on his meric and facrifice, and plead
his righteoufnefs, and hope in his mercy, and walk
0 his commandments, to the end of our lives.

Now Gob fo loved this world of ours, that who-
foever of its guilty inhabitants, téus befieveth on him,
fhould not perifh, but have everlafting life.—1 thould
- mow proceed, ‘ -

Illdly. To fhew the reafons on which this condr
tion is grounded :—but this, and the following doo-

trines, muft be left for another opportunity——and 1
fhall clofe the prefent difceurfe with an inference or
two from what has been faid.

1. Dip Gob love ovr guilty world in fuch an a-
ftonithing manner, and yet does this world of ours for
little love Gop ? What kind of world then, is that
in which we live? O the élindnefs, the bard-hearted-
efi, the vile ingratitude offin! Can there be a clear-
er, fironger proof of the degeneracy of our world tham
the little love which exifls in it towards bleffed Gop ?
Search this world, for which Gop hath done fuck '
aftonifhing things, and you will find millions of ra-
tional creatures irit, (whole nations of them) which

“know him not, and who are worfhipping and ferving
devils and dumb idels.—The generality of the A-
mevican favages pay no kind of religious worthip to
any elfe bat the devi/ ;—and that out of fear, The
good Being, they worthip not; pay him no ads of
gratitude nor homage, although they acknowledge
him as. their Maker and Benefattor! Search thofe na-
tions of this world, which profefs the true religion,
and have a clear difplay of the riches of Gop’s re-
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deeming love, and you will find the greater part of
thofe highly favoured people, wholly infenfible to the -
-attra&ions of divine love ; pay enemies to Gop by
wicked works !|——Need we any thing more to prove,
that this aworld lieth in aickednefs !

2dly. LET us try our own temper and character
by the light of this do&rine. The firft fenfible effest
which divine grace has on the fonl, is to'make it fze’
.and admire the love of Gob to a loft world, and to
#1felf in particular; and, as a confequence of this,
to fill it with gratitude and reciprocal love to Gob.
The foul no fooner taffes and fees that the Lord is
- gracious, but it is filled with a grateful and affec-
~tionate fenfe of his grace; and this is the fring and.
Jirft mover of all true religion, and the genuine prin-
ciple of all acceptable obedience : hence flows a deep
eontrition for that fin which is committed againft
the /ove and goodnefs of Goo; a bearty return to
him, and afectionate endeavours to render him 2
fervice and obedience in fome meafure worthy the
greatnefs of his love :——and as this love is known
. and felt 1o be infinite, fo there can be no- limits fet
to the gratitude and obedience which is paid to it, on
this prineiple. Is this then our cafe ? Does a fenfe
of it fill us with gratitude ? Are we inquiring what
acknowledgement we fhall make of ‘it, and what re-
turns we fhall make for it }—=We are told, ¢ that
this is the love of Gop that we keep his command-
ments ?’——Are we thus endeavouring to approve the -
fincerity of our love to Gop ; and do we find that, in
this view, his commandments are ot grievous, but
Bb3 .



294 S$ERMON XI

that they are the joy and rejoicing of oar bearts?
we do indeed obey Gop from the principles of love
and gratitude ; our obedience, how difficult foever,
muft yet needs be plealant?  And when corrupt na-
ture would make it otherwife, a renewed fenfe of the
-divine love will fet all to rights again, and give new
bife and lbove to our obedience.
3dly. Dip Gop /o love our guilty werld as to
give his only begotten Son, that whofoever believeth
on him may not perith, but have everlafting life?
And is it poffible that any of thefe perifhing creatures
fhould reject this remedy ? And are there any of us,
wy dear hearers, amongft the number of thefe unhap-
Py creatures? Yes, doubtlefs ! Alas! where is the
bappy congregation where all have accepted of
Curist ?=—The wonderful love of Gop hath given
him to ns, that whofoever believeth on him may net
perith, ‘but have everlafling life, It is our daty
bold forth this Redeemer, in all his faving offices, 10
the acceptance of finners ;—to difplay his power and
grace; his ability and awillingnefs to fave to the.ut-
termoft all that come to Gop by him.—It is the
gracious command of Gap, that you fhould believe
on his Son, and be faved. We are perifbing, and
wexf? perifh, without him; and yet many of ws will.
not come to him that we might have life |—We are
told that they * who believe not on the Sen, are con-
demped already, and that the wrath of Gon abideth
©on them”——and yet, had we rather be condemned and
perith under the wrath of Gop, than believe on him?
Ot us not a& thus foolithly any longer, in rejeding

|
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‘the counfel of Gop againlt ourfelves !—The day
will come, when we will not bave &t in our power to
rejet an offered Saviour, and abufe the love of Gop;
=—the day will. eome when it may be too late, to
sepent of our unbelief. O therefore let this be the
happy day, in which we embrace the only begotten
Son of Gop, agreeable to the Father’s offer of him,
that fo we may not perith, but have everlafting life t
Amen, '
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The free and aftonithing love of Gop,
in the falvation of a loft world, thro’
faith in CurisT as the condition on
the part of finful man, in three fer-

mons, from
John iii. 16.

For Gop /o loved the world, that he gave kis
only begotten Son, that whofocver belicveth
in bim, fbould not perifb, but have everlafi-

ing life.
* SERMON IL

E, 7y brethren, are the words of the blefled

Jefus, who came forth from the Father’s bofom

to declare his will to men: we may depend, there-
fore, that they contain a su/? and frue report of the
good-will of Gop to a guilty perithing world: * For
altho’ no man hath, at any time, feen the Fafher, yet
the only begotten Son, who came forth from his bo-
fom, bath truly declared him (4).” And as this i iy

(b) Joha i 18,
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doubtlefls a true report of Gop’s good-will to our
world, fo I obferved t> yow, in a former difcourfe
from the words, that, in connection with the context,
they contain one of the fborteff tho’ fulleft and clear-
¢t abridgments of the pure and glorious gofpel of the
dleffed Gop, any where to be met with in the New
Teltament., Nicodemus, a ruler of the Fews, comes
to our Lord by might, acknowledging him to be a
teacher fent from Gop, and deflres to be inftructed
-by;him, in the great, leading doctrines and truths of
the Mefiiah’s kingdom.—~Our Lord highly gratifics
this Jewith ruler, in the twenty-one firft verfes of this
ehapter ; teaching him the neceflity of converfion and
fpiritual regeneration in order to a fimner’s admittance
into heaven ;—<hewing him the ‘great Chriftian fa-
crifice, with the manner i awhich, and the ends for
which, it was to be offered ;~—magnifying the love of
-€Gop in giving this expenfive facrifice to our world,——
and pointing out faith in this facrifice, as the grand
condition of falvation to our guilty race,

From the words of our text, 1 propofed to raife
and illuftrate five do@rines~—1{t, To fhew the un-
fpeakable love of Gop manifefted to our loft world, in
fending his Son into it as the Redeemer of its guilty
inhabitants,~—2dly, To fhew the ok and grand con~
dition on which our loft world becomes intitled to alf
the blefled fruits and effets of this unfpeakable love
of Gob,~—namely, faith in his only begotten Son,—~
3dly, To fhew the reafons on which this condition is
~ grounded.——4thly, To fhew the univerfality of the
tender of this love of Gop, to all, and every finner
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of this loft world, who will perform this conditiom,
and embrace the Saviours—.ind, sthly, To {rew the
impoffibility of the falvation, and the certainty of the
deftruétion, of all thofe, who negle& this condition,
and rejec this offer of a Redeemer.

UNDER the It of thefe heads, I endeavoured to it
luftrate the exceeding greatnefs of the love of Gop
from the four following confiderations——1{t, The
meannefs, guilt, and unworthinefs of this world to
which he gave his only begotten Son—=s2dly, The a~
ftonifhing worth and greatnefs of the gift which he
gave to this rebellious world ; being nothing lefs than
his only begotten, beft beboved Son, who was infinitely
dearer to him than the whole creation—3dly, The
manner in which he gave this anfpeakable gift—/ree-
by, undeferved, unafked, undefired——And, 4thly, The
purpofes for which he gave this his only begotten
Son to our world—(1ft.) To fuffer and die a faeri-
fice for it—And, (2.) To deliver it, by his fufferings
and death, from the bwef mifery and to advanceit
to the bighef? degree of happinefs and glory, Under
the IId general head, I fhewed you that, whatever
terms, devices and conditions men may invent to re-
commend themfelves to the favour of Gop, yet Gop

*-has appointed but one in his gofpel, and that is, faith
én bis Son Jesus CHR1ST :=*‘namely, a.firm and
well grounded belief that Jesus CurisT of Nazs-
reth was indeed the only begotten Som, Prophet, and
Meffenger of the living Gop ; and fuch a regard to

bim; under this notion and chara&er, as the fcripturcs
require.’:' ‘
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' “Tris 1 obferved to you was the celebrated faith of
P:ter, which our Saviour fo highly approved, and fet
up as the model of the faith of his charch (i).—
This alfo exa&ly correfponds with the Father’s decla-
ration concerning his Son; ‘This is my beloved Son,.
in whom I am well pleafed, hear ye him.”

T u1s is alfo.the fimple notion of faith in CurisT
every where propofed by the apoftles, bothi to Fews
and Gentiles, as the condition of their baptifm and
falvation ;=—and from this fimple notion of faith, the
whole of practical Chriftianity, naturally and fpon-
taneoufly flows.

W now come under the

llld Gengrar head to confider the reafons on
which this condition of the falvation of finners under
the gofpel, is grounded.

A's there have pot been wanting perfons who have
ridiculed the feriptare account of the fa// and apo-
Slacy of man; and laught at the notion of Gop’s be-
ing fo highly difpleafed with our firft parents for eat~
ing an apple, as to expel them from Paradife, and
pronounce fentence of condemnation againft them ;—
and as this ill-timed merriment has proceeded from
jgnorance in the laughers—who did not maturely
confider the multitude of heinous fins, contained and
included in this one feemingly fmall and inconfider-:
able tranfgreflion of our firft parents ;——and that the
fmaller the prohibition was, the greater was their
crime in trampling upon it:~fo there are not want-
ing numbers of perfons, even in the Chriftian church,

(i) Johayvi. 69. Mat. xvi. 16.
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and wearing a Chriftian profefion, who no lefs ridi-
<ule the notion that faith in Chrift is the fole condi-
tion of a finner’s falvation under the gofpel.—The
generality of the Romanifts, and not a few Proteff-
ants, have fuch a mean opinion of faith in Curisr,
that they feem wholly to exclude it from being a
condition of the covenant’ of grace, and fet good
" ‘aworks, and moral righteoufnsfs wholly in its place,—
Others there are, a little more modeft, who are loath
wholly to exclude it a5 a condition, and yet doubting
of its aweaknefs and infufficiency to ftand alone'in this
work, they call in repentance and fincere obedience,
as two other auxiliary conditions, to make up for the
" deficiencies of fzith alone,~—and fay, * That the con-
dition of a finner’s pardon and juftification before Gop
i8, faith, repentance and fincere obedience.” And 1
thiok we may freely venture to affirm, that this mean
and contemptible opinion of faith, arifes from an ig-
norance of its worth and excellency as a religious prine
ciple. ’Tis true, indeed, that repentance and holi-
nefs, are, in fome few places of the New Teftament,
‘mentioned, as conditions of a_finner's falvation ;=
and they are #ruly /5, in as far as that no finner can
be faved awithout them, or being deflitute of them.
‘But the queftion is, whether faith in Jefus CurisT,
is not the primary, grand, and leading condition of
‘the falvation of a loft world ; .and whether it hath not
‘aworth and virtue enough, to ffand alone in the fup-
‘port of this great and noble fabric? - That faith in
CurisT as the only begotten Son of Gop, is the fole
€ondition of the falvation of loft finners, 1 think, will

K
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‘gppear-very evident, if we confult all thofe paffuges in
‘the New Teftament, where CurisT and his apoftles,
-gre exprefsly laying down e terms of fulvation, and
«directing finners in the grand inquiry, what they fhall
-do to be faved.

We ought not, therefore, rafhly.to depart from
thefe fcripture declarations, and to rob fzith in Chrift
of the honours which the infpired writers gave it, in
declaring it the fole condition of the falvation of a loft
aorld? Thefe holy men whom Gop infpired to pub-
Jith his everlafting gofpel to finners, certainly beft knew
the conditions of it.——Aad after the declaration made
by CurisTinourtext, and thrice befides in this chap-
ter—** that Gop fo loved the world, that he gave his
conly begotten Son, that whofoever believeth on him,
&c.”—1t would be little better than blafphemy to fuf--
ped that faith in CurisT, is an infuyfficient condition
of the falvation of a loft werld.

BuT as our jnfidel hearts are unwilling to fubmit
to the wi/dom of Gop ; and as our infidel reafon wants
20 be fatisfied as to the reafon and expediency of every
part of the divine proceeditg; it may not be unufeful
2o give an anfwer to this infidel objetion againft the
excellency and fufficiency of faith io CarisT as a prin-

_ciple of religion and condition of falvation. * What
wnerit or aworth can there be in belicving on CurisT,
that it fhould be made the fole condition of the falva-
tion of a loft world, and the leading priaciple of the
Chriftian religion ?”’ 1 anfwer, .

(1®.) Farruio CHrisT is a giving credit to the
tellimony of Gop, which is a difpofition of great va~

Vor. I. ~Ce¢ ’
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due, But you will perhaps afk, *Is it fo great a vie-
que to believe the teftimony of Gop ? I anfwer—-
Yes—in fuch.creatutes as we are, who are fo prone
<0 infidelity. This very fin, ftrange as it may feem,
£irft made its way into the heart of innocent man ; and
it is not to be thought ftrange if it is flill the ruling
fin in the hearts of apoffate, corrupt mortals ? Irzﬁ" s
delity towards Gop ; a difbelieving the teftimony of
their Maker, and believing the devi/ rather, was the
S 7/t fin committed by our progenitors, in the happy
garden ; even when they faw Gob, as it were, face
4o face, and-had the higheft demonftrations both of
his being and providential goodnef.—And the fame
«curfed fin of ynbelief, has been the radical fin of our
.oature ever fince.~~The old world would not be-
lieve, Gop preaching by Noah.— TFhe Ifraclites,
~amidft the moft wonderful profufion of miracles, yet
would not betieve Gop, nor his fervant Mofes.—In- ’
- fidelity was the prevailing charaéter of that people, in
all ages; and even all the miracles of CHr1sT When
he appeared in the fleth, could not cure it.—They be-
dieved neither him nor his Father ; his dofirines nor
his miracles! Jt was the prevailing complaint of the
rophets——* Who hath believed our report ?”"—=
And of the apoftles, * The word preached, did not
profit, not being mixed with faith in them that heard
1t (4).” Altho’ the word and teftimony of Gonb is in-
finitely worthy of belief;)—altho’ Gop is a Being of
jnfinite veracity, who can neither /ie, nor dem'vt‘,—-c

(#) aiah k. 5. Heb. iv. 3



$ ERMON XIFL 383
dnd therefore is the only worthy obje& of every kind
- of faith ;—=yet it is of the natdre of finful mman to

doubt and disbelieve every thing which comes from
this unerring fountain of truth, and to believe the
devil, and his own luffs, and every decciver, rather
than Gop.

Thuis, therefore, confic dered, faith in’ GHRIST;

 built upon the teftimony of Gob, is a very awortly,
unconiinon’ and excellent grace and principle in fuch
creatures as we are, fo naturally prone to, and madly,
bent upon, infidelity. And the grace of faith will flill
appear the more excellent and meritorious if we cone
fider the following things,

(1ft.) Tue ﬁraﬂgem/} and almoft’ mcredihl:t_y
of the gofpel report, to be believed; or which is the
ebjedtion of faith.—The gofpel report is indeed good
news, glad tidings of great joy ; but it is very ffrange
and furprifing news, and tidings, the truth of which
reafon can fcarce admit. It were eafy.to believe, in-
deed; that Go is-infinitely great, powerful, wife and
good. It were eafy to belleve that Gop would love
this world and its rational inhabitants, and do them
good, fo long as they continued /oya/ and obedient,.—
But to believe that Goo thould love a rebellious world,
and /o Jove it too, as to give his only begotten Son
to become incarnate, and die a facrifice for its guilty
inhabitants—is {trange dorine to reafon indeed, and
not eafily to be credited.—* To the learned Fews,
this do&rive was a fumbling-block, and to the wife
and philofophic Greeks it was foolithnefs,”—Both
deemed it equally monfirous aod incredible~~—And I

Cc 2
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venture to-fdy, it never will be frmly-and cordially be«
lieved by any thinking confiderate perfon, without the
aids and influencesof'enlightening grace. * This faith
mult indeed be the £ift of’ Gop ;—=andno man cai®
fay (underftendingly) that Fefus:is thie-Lorp, but by
the Hory GrosT (/).”—And I dare venture to af=
firm that-thereafon why the muliitide felieve, or pre-
tend they believe, the gofpel, is becaufe they have ne--
ver confidered it, nor maturely weighed: the nature of
.he meffage which it brings.

(2.) Nor onlyis:the gofpel report franga; bat

it is alfo converfent about adfent, fpiritual, and inviv-

Sible objecs, to which our carnal fenfual minds are
greatly averfe, and to the confideratiorof which' we
are very loath to apply ourfelves.

T'ue comting and incarmation of the ffub, was:
an objed at a greutdiflihce ftont: Adamr and the Pae
#risrchs; andits futurity or coming to pals, depend+
ed' for many* ages; on‘ a- fow obfeure prophrectes, dnd
yet thefe were the only ofifeifs of fGving faithi——e
‘When Crr1sT came irf the fleth,.he hiad no form or
eomelinefs wherefore the workdiflioald defire him s=—-
-he was mifluken and' cvifly intréated by his-own pze
caliar people ; and'lie had fo much of meannefi, fraile
fy, and indigence in bis outward appearance and cirs
cumflances, that it was no fmall’ trial of faith to ace-

" knowledge him for the orrly begotten Son off G op=a=-
and it was only the privilege of the-difeerning; highly
favoured few, to diftinguith the aword made /B, and
to *‘ behold his glory, the glory as of the only begot--

() Ephef; ii. 8 1 Cor. xil. 30
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ten Son of Gob, full of grace and truth, I thank thee,
fays he, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, becaufe
thou hat hid thefe things from the wife and prudent,
and haft revealed them unto babes. Even fo, Father,
for fo it feemed good in thy fight (m).” 70 as in
thefe latter times, the gofpel reports a fa&, which is
faid to have happened a great many ages paff. Be-
fides; all the other obje@s of faith, are things fpi-
ritual, unfeen and eternal—fuch as pardon of fio—s
Spiritunl privileges=—and future glory. Ina word,
the apoftle well charaerizes faith in general, when
he calls it ““ the evidence of ‘things not feen, and the .
fubftance of things hoped for.”

(3.) Ir we confider the objetions and difficulties
which faith has to fruggle with and conguer, we thall
be {till more fenfible of the aworth and excellency of
a viftorious, triumphant faith——and how well this
grace deferves to be the term and condition of falus
tion to a loft world. It would be endlefs to mention
the numberlefs obltacles .which the devil,. and the
corrupt hearts of finners fuggelt againlt a ¢rae and
Sfaving faith. Sometimes the tempter is bold enough'
to fuggelt that Gob is a liar, and his teflimony fulfe :
as he did to Adam—"°" Hath Gopo faid that in the
day you eat thereof. ye fhall die?—2Ye fhull not

Jfurely die, but ye fhall be as Gops knowing good and
evil (7).”

Tue long delay of the execution of Gop's threat-
aings, and fulfilmeat of his promifes, is another great
obftacle in the way of fwth :—* Becaufe judgment

(m) Jobni.1g. Mat. xi. 25,26,  (n) Geniii. 4, 5

Cc 3 '
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7 not executed agwintt-an evil work fpeedily, therss
fore, &c.” Becaufe the good are not rewarded, and-
she wicked are not pumithed immediately, infidelity
fuggefts that they never fbal/l, and that the divine
promifes and threatnings have no fruth nor rezlity ;
»ot confidering. ¢ that one day is with the Lord asa
shoufand years, and a thoufand years as one day :”—-
and therefore it has been the language of feoffers and
infidels of all ages; ‘° Where is the promife of his
coming? for fince the fathier’s fell afleep, all things
ontinue as they were from the beginning of the crea-
vion (#),”’—It is a great obftacle in the way of faith-
v fuch carnal, fenfual creatures as we are, who have
no ideas but from our fenfes, that the objeds of faith:
are invifible. We cannot fee Gop, and therefore we
find it hard to believe that 4e is, or to fornt any be-
lieving conceptions. of him.~~—We never faw beavem:
nor bell, and we-are by nature (trongly difpofed to
doubt whether there are any fuch places, and there- -
fore the invifible world has no reality to unbelievers 3
it is to them as a dream or a fable; and it can be
ooly difcerned and realized by that faith which is the
evidence of things not feen.—There are alfo many
obftacles in the way of faith from the frangenef; and
difficulty of the things to ‘be believed.—“ Sarah:
laughed and doubted thro’ unbelief, when fhe was told.
the would conceive and bear a fon ; becaufe fbe was
old, and paf? the cuflom of women, and becaufe her
husband *was o/d alfo I’ How many obftacles lay i
the way of Abraban's faith alfo? * How fhall 1 far

(») 2 Cor. iii. 3,—12.
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etifice my fon; my Maac? Surely'a Gop of mercy
cannot give fuch a command as this l~—-And if I do
kil my Jfaac, how thall Gop’s promift be fulfilled,
- thet in him and hisfeed, all the families of the earth
fhall be blefled ? Surely Gon cannot centradict hime
(M !  And if Jfaac is facrificed, how fhall he live
again?” It muft be a great virtue and frength of
faith, that did not flagger at all’ thofe difficulties;
and which believed as it were againft belief, and
hoped: againt hope ?~—~The Antideluvians found it
hard to believe that Gop would drown the world;
and no dcubt the philofophers among:them made calt-
culations (as fonie have done fince) and proved it im--
pofBible that the clouds-could furnith-fo much water,
The Greeks and Romans laught at the doétrine of the.
refurredion, preached by the apoftles, as an: abfurd,
#ncredible fable,~—which brought this queftion from-
the apoftle,—* Why fhould it be thought 2 thing
sncredible with. you, that Gop fhould raife the
dead (0) 2 In fhert, almoft every objedt of faith is
incredible 1o thofe “ who koow net the feriptures,
nor the power of Gop.”-—We are apt to thiok it
ftrange that the whole Jewifh matien did not believe
on CHr1sT, when he appeared among them oo earth;
but if we confidered the prejoudices that nation lay un-
der, agaioft an bumble, fuffering Mefiah ;==theit
pride and carmality~—and their frong, tho’ falfe and
groundlefs, expectations of a triumphant, glorious,
temporal deliverer—and the amazing circumftances
of poverty and meannefs in which CuaisT appeared:
(») Adts xxvi, 8,
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among them, we fhall think it /efs frange, and"fee
. many obflacles in the way of their faith in him.
True, indeed, * He fpake as never man fpoke :”—«
dut this they doubtlefs afcribed to the force of natu-
tal genius l=—=True, he wrought sumberlefs furprife
ing miracles ; but fo did many of their owa propliets;
and miracles were lefs furprifing in thatage! True,
he'lived a moft holy and examplary life, and preach~
ed an excellent dotrine ; but their prejudices againft
his perfon fhut their eyes againft all the lovely virtues
and glories of his life; and his dotrine, being level
Jed againft their vices, piqued:their pride, and raifed
their hatred and indignation.—=They expeéted, in
their Me/fiab, great carthly pomp, and military glory s
but they found nothing of this in- Fefus ; nothing but
the peaceable, quict virtues of bolinefs, charity, zea,
bumility and refignation, which efcaped their notice.
=—They faw him born among themfelves of poor
parents ; bred to a poor mechanical trade ;——of little
repute in the eyes of the world ;—defpifed by many
of his neighbours and relations ;—in mean apparel 5
——affociating himfelf with the posr, publicans, har-
Jots and _finners,—and they could by no means recons
cile thefe appearances with his being the Son of Gob,
and their long-expefted Mefiah.——At length they
faw him taken without refiftance; arraigned; tried;
eondemned, and crucified between two:malefactors-1
——What obftacles were thefe to faith in Fefus; with
fuch a people as the Fews?——Therefore he was
defpifed, and rejected by men. Therefore the Fews
denjed and blafphemed the holy One and the. Juft,
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anl would not come to hiny, nor betieve io him, that
they-may-have life. And wasit no virtue in a Feaw,
thiink you, to-belicve-in Fefus, as the only begotten:
Son of Go, in theft circamflances, and under thefe:
prejudices?  What think you of that aét of faith
which the thief exerted: towards Jefus, when he was
hanging by-him-on a crof§, umder the'impwation of a
pralefaBor? Was there no avorth ot excellency (think.
you) irrthat- grace which emabled this thief to a& a
triumphant faith, in a Saviour that was dying on a
arofi/=—=How many obftacles, think you, oppoled
themfelves to this' a@® of faith ?—= What > Gon
fuffer his: only degottens Som to die thus as a male-
fictor, by the hands of finners'? 1f this be indeed the:
3on of Gop, why dves-he not come down from:the
erofs, and‘fuve bimfelfand us? Why. daes not his
thunder confume alf thefe his murderers 2 Hoaw can
& mao, -who-is thee djing bimflf. be the Sawiour of
the world ;- or carry me withy him to pamadife? And’
# this be not-indéed the Sen of Gap and. Saviour of
tie world, I any ow dying' under the guilt of a grofk
aft of idolatry- in believing. or him !’ Upon the
whole; I venture to- oy, that-this a& of: faithiin. the

thief, had: fometliing more miracwlousin it, thaw had -
be removed a- mountain; and fomething mose quone
1%y, excellent, and meritorious, thaw had be pers
formed all'the good:werks in the world.—I would
pot be here underftood as making an apelogy for the
anbelief and infidelity of the Feavs: this, to be fure,
was wholly: inexcufable, as arifing from falfy and igs
norant prejedices 2gainft the. truth i——sor do-I mean.
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vo decry the worth and excellency of good aworks antf

wnoral righteoufnefs,—1 only mean to fhew-the aworzh

and excellency of that faith- which can conquer fo

many prejudices; and to prove that no other grace

or principle better deferves to be- eftablifhed, as the

condition of the falvation of a loft- world ?

» Ir wealfo confider our own fituation in thefe lat«

ter days, at the diftance of cighteen bundred years

from the incarnation of the Son of Gop; how many

obltacles is infidelity ready to throw in the way of

our faith in CHrisT?=——Our faith has flill nearly

the fame difficulties to ftruggle againft, as that of the

Fews and Gentiles of old, (their prejudices only ex-

eepted ;) befides a great many others, peculiar to oue

own times and circumftances,—The devi/ and our

own corrupt hearts are teady to atk *“ How can thefe
things be ?” Are we certain' there was fuch a perfon

as CarisT? May not hiftory deceive nus? Or if

there was, might. he not be an impoftor ? How are

we fure that the gofpels give us a tiue account of his

Jife ? If he wrought fuch miracles, why.did the Fews

put him to death - Why did they not-believe in him ?

~—If he was indeed the Son of Gop; why is not all-
the world -already converted to him 2 Why does ha

pot yet work miracles for the convittion and cone

verlionof Fews, Mahommedans, and Heathens ="
‘Why are not his-enemies made his footfool? Why

are his followers fo mach divided among themfelves ¢

‘Why doth he not pour out the vials of his vengeancs"
on the idolatrous feat of the beaft, and make his nama

glorious in the whole earth?—How are we- fure:
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hat the feriptures are not either JSorged ; ox elfe cor-
rupted and perverted, in fo Jong a courfe of time, and
awhere there have been fo manmy contending parties
among Chrilians? Ina word ; what fure founda-
tion can we have, for eur faith in Fefus, as the only -
‘begotten fon of Gop, -and Saviour ef a2 loft world?
~—I have only mentioned 4 fzw of the doubts and
objections of an infidel heart,——and is there no worth
© or excellznce, think you, in a virtve and principle
awhich- triumphs glorioufly over all thefe obftacles,
and embraces Chrift with that bears-felt confe fion—
#¢ We bolieve and are fure that thou, O Jefus of
®Nazareth, art the CurisT, the Son of the living
Gop ; and we cordially embrace thee as our Saviour
and the Saviour of a loff world, and put our fouls and
all their everlafting interefls into thy poawerful, and -
merciful hande; confiding and repofing ourfelves on
thy power and grace, without reftriGion or limitation.
~—We fee, acknowledge and adore thy divine ex-
cellencies, through all the clouds by which infidelity
mould obfcure them; and we adbere Yo thee living
and dying ; for-unto whom fhould we go? thou hatt
the words of eternal life !” ’
2dly. To believe in the Lorp Jesus Curist
is gratefully to reccive the gift of Gop. But, you
avill perhaps fay, ‘ What great avorth or excellence
can there be in this difpofition ? Is it not natyral ‘to
receive a valuable gift with gratimde\?”—-l anfwer,
however proper and becoming fuch a difpofition may
be ip itfelf, yet there is nothing Je/? natural in finful
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4aman, ‘than gratefully aed thankfully to receive fpini
tual bleflings from the haod of Gep. It is of the
mature of fin, (like a lethargy or delirium in perfons
avho have dangerous fevers,) to render the finxer in-
JSenfible of:his avants, mifery and danger. The fia-
ner, before he is awakened by grace, has no proper
Sght, fenfe, or feeling of the danger-and wretched-
wefs of his cafe. He imagines himfelf to be perfe&-
dy well and fufe, and fecure, and that his fins are mo-
2bing, and will never hurt him. ** He thinkethhime -
4elf to be rich and increafed with goods, and to have
need of nothing, and &noweth not, feeleth not, pere
«eiveth not, that he is wretched, and miferable, -and
-poor, and blind,.and naked (p).” And heoce it is,
that, thinking himfelf whole, be feeth no need of the
phyfician, and fetteth no value on the gif? of Gom
{as thinking it needlefs), and therefore de/fpifeth, un-
dervalucth and reje@ethit. It-is therefore a difpo-
fition of great value in a finner, to be brought to re-
ceive this gift of Gop gratefully. Now, he who be-
Jieveth on the only begotten Son of Gop, makes it
manifeft that he hath this grateful temper, He makes
it appear that he is duly fenfible of his foff and perifp-
ing condition; that he has feen the evil of fin, and
Ais danger by it—and that he approves and grate-
Sully accepts the remedy which Gop hath provided
~ for it:  He not only fets to his feal, that Gob is
-true ; but makes it appear that he approves the awif~
"dlorz ard geodnefi of Gob in the plan of our redemp-
(p) Rew.iii 17, . '
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tion 5 and that he efteems his Son, a moft necefary
and valuable gifs, and aworthy of all acceptation from
a loft world.

Tue language of faith is—‘¢ Lorp, although
the Fews have regarded thy Son crucified as a_ffum-
bling block, and the Greeks have regarded him as
Joolifbnefs ; although infidels of every name and age,
have caft a flight and contempt on the do@rine of the
crofs, and have deemed it unworthy of thee; yet do
1 Jfee this method of falvation to be a glorious dif-
play of thy power and_avifdom ; 1approve it; I re-
joice im it; I caft all the interefts and concerns of
my perithing foul upon it; and, with the deepeft
gratitude of foul, I receive thy glorious Son by faith,
as my Prophet, Prieft, King, and everlafting Friend !
1 am not athamed of the crofs of CurisT; nay, I
glory ia it as that by.which the world is crucified
unto me, and I wago-she. world. .

3dly. Farru is a grace which pays the Aighe/?
honour to the Son of Gop, and therefore muft be 2
difpofition of great value, and peculiarly pleafing to
the Father. It is doing the higheft honour to him
whom the Father delighteth to honour, The Father

affures us of his tender love to his only begotten Son,

" ¢ Thisis my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleafed,
hear ye him.” Crrist himfelf affures us ¢ That
the Father loveth the Son, and fheweth him all things
that he himfelf doth, and hath committed all judg-

, ment to him——and ¢Aat, too, with this expre/s defign
(the words are exceeding remarkable!) * That all
men thould bonour the Son, even as they bonour the

Vou. I Dd
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Fatuer: he that hononreth not the Son, honourets
aot the Father which hath feat him (¢).” Now, faith
does the higheft honour to the beloved Son.of Gob.
~=Gop hath fet him forth as a moft glorious and
#xcellent perfon, (as the brightnefs of his glory, asd
the exprefs image of his-!perfon;) as an almighty,
moft merciful, and all-fufficient Saviour, and therefore
moft worthy of the love, traff, and obedience of a fin-
ful world.~—Gop hath {et him farth as the Crestor,
Ruler and Fudge of the world, and as the Propbet,
Sacrifice, Mediatar, Head and King of the church ;
~—and faith” appropes, and fets its feal to the truth
of this r¢flinwoy and secord which Gep hath givea:
.of his Son——and receives him as fuch, under alf thefe.
charaGers |==The language of faich isw=** Yes, blef-
fed Jefus, I believe the record of thy Father concern-
ing thee,~vI bedieve thee to be his only begotten,
beéft beloved Son ; fairer than the children of men;
the chief 2mong tenthoufand, and altogether lovely :
—1 believe thee to be a mol powerfil dnd willing
Saviour,—and I apply to thee, and gmbrace thee, andt
Jove and regard thes, as fuch [”

4thly. Farryin Jefus Chirift, isa felf-emptying,
God-exalting grace, and therefore muft needs -be a
grace of grawt worth and cucellency in the efteem of
that Gopy who hateth the proud, byt giveth grace
g the lowdy; of that Gon, who will not give his
glory o another, acr his praife 10 gravem images.
. Gop muft delight i trushy i, €. in a trae, right, jaf}
god becomting difpofition of mind: bue faith brings
' P o 1033 )
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the finner joft to Ais difpofition. ‘The believing fin-
ner fees and is fenfible that he is Joff and undone in
himfelf; and that he is by no means able to be his
own Saviour, or to help himfelf out of his guilt and
nifery. He fees that he has neither righteoufnefs,
merit, nor firength in himfelf equal to this tafk.—
$a a word, he fees and feels juft the sruth of his own
cafe and circumftances; that he is wretched, and
miferable, and poor, and blind and maked ;—with-
out any refource either of help or hope in, or from
himfelf ;—and that, altho’ he bath defireyed bimfelf,
yet his help can come from no creature, but from
Gop alone,—=And then be is brought to fee that
there is none other name given under heaven among'
men, whereby he can be faved, but that of Fefus of
Nazareth ;—and that in this perfon (being the Lozo
Jenovan) there is everlafting frength : “and faith,
having ebtained this juf and true piow of ¢hings,
carries the finner wholly ont of himlelf, to Goo, thrp’
CHris7, for every part of this falvation, and caufes
the finner wholly to depend upon Gop for every pact
of his falvation, and to aferibe the avbole, -undivided
praife of the whole to him; making mention of bis
righteoufnefs and ftrength, and his only, with joyful
lips. The merit of faith lies in its difclaiming all
merit, and the language of faith, in this refped, is,
¢ Not unto us, not unto us, but to thy name be the
glory :—not me, but the grace of Gop in me!l”
And hence proceed the becoming and excellent graces
of bumility, felf-denial, felf- laatbwg, &c. in-all wree
belieyers.

Dd a2
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I miGHT here add, in the gth and laft place,
That faith in Jesus CurisT is a grace of great ufe-
Sulnefs, and abfolute meceffity in the religion of Chrif-
tians, inas much as it is the eftablifhed mean of tranf
Jerring our guilt to the facrifice of CurrsT, and of
pleading, applying and appropriating his merit and
righteoufnefs to us, for our juftification.——Sinners
can neither fatisfy the penalty of that law which
they have broken, nor can they fulfil the righteouf-
nefs of the law, fo as to be juftified by their obedi-
ence. Curist the oaly begotten Son of Gop, hath
done both thefe for a perithing world. By his fuffer-
ings and death, he hath endured a punihment equal
to the eternal fufferings of a loft world of finners, and
by this means has fully fatisfied the demands of the
Jaw againft finners, and opened a way for their re-
demption from hell.—By his holy and obedient life,
he hath wrought out a righteoufne(s equal to the
perfe@t perfonal obedience of the whole human race.

. The law of Gop was as much honoured by the /u/~
ferings of CHR1sT, as it could have been by the e-
ternal punifhment of all the finners in the world ;—
and the fame law was as much honoured by the obe-
dience of CarisT alone, as it could have been by the
perfe&t and finlefs obedience of the whole world of
mankiod,

Now Curist did troly thus fuffer and obey in
the room ang flead of all finners in the world, who
do believe on him: but then, faith in him is the
meceffary condition of their reaping the benefits of his
Jufferings and obedience. It is only on a fnper’s be-
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fieving in ChrisT, that Gop imputes his fins to
Curi1sT, and the righteoufnefs of CHR1ST to him—
and thereby, as it were, reckons the furetythip righte-
oufnefs of CHR1ST to his account, as though it were
the finner’s own perfonal righteoufnefs, and pardons
and joftifies him on the feore of this righteoufnefs of
his So.  So that by this awonderfully gracious confii-
#ution, the finner’s guilt is transferred to the facrifice
of CurisT, and confidered by Gob as expiated by
~ this facrifice,—and the righteoufoefs of CurisT is
transferred to the believing finner, and confidered and
rewarded by Gob as his own proper righteoufnefs.—
.And indeed this is the very thing which faith pleads

#=*“ 0 gracious Gop, let my fins be wathed away by
the blood of-my Redeemer, and expiated by his fa~
crifice.  Accept of his fufferings which thy law de-
mands of me, as a finner :——and as I have no righte~ -
oufnefs of my own whereby I can be juftified, gra-
_cioufly accept of that righteoufnefs which -he hath
wrought out in the room and ftead of fianers, as my
righteoufnefs —1 embrace it by faith :=——0 do thon
gracioufly impute it to me, and let me be juftified for
his righteoufnefs fake.” :

So that you may fee what an eminent and diftin-
guifbed place, faith in Jesus Curist holds in the
catalogue of Chriftian graces;——how radical and
fundamentalit is to the very being of Chriftianity ;
and, therefore, how fitly and properly it is eftablith-
ed by Gop, as the grand condition of the falvation
of aloft world: * For Gob fo loved the world, that
he gave bis only bzgotten Son, that whomfoever be~

Ddj
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lieveth on him, fhould not perifh, but have everlafting
life. He that believeth fhall be faved, and he that
believeth not fhall be damaned.”

I HAVE, contrary to my firft defign, employed 2
whole difcourfe in confidering the reafons for which
Gop hath eftablithed faith into the grand condition
of a finner’s falvation under the gofpel. 1have taken
fome pains to fhew the great awerth and excellency of
this grace, as containing and including in it fome of
the moft noble and becoming difpofitions of the bu-
man heart, confidered as in a way of recovery by
grace,

From this view of the excellency of faith in
CHrisT; as a religious principle, I would draw the
following inferences for our ufe.

1t, -1s faith in Jesus Curist fuch a grace as
I have proved it to be ? Hence we may clearly infer
how very rare and uncommon a thingitis even in the
Chriftian world, and among Chriftian profeffors.
One of the firft articles of our creed runs thus, I
believe in Jasus Curist, his only Son, our Lord.”
This, all repeat without hefitation, and becaufe they
repeat it, make no doubt but they are true believers
io CHrisT. And indeed if we narrowly examine
and inquire ‘- what it is which paffes for faith in
CurisT, in the Chriftian world,”——we fhall find it
to be little elfe than a being born within the pale of
the Chriftian church ; being baptized inte Curisr,
and repeating the apoftles creed.— A/, in fhort, pafi
Jor believers, who are not downright infidels, and who
do not arguc againft the truth of the Chriftian reli-
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gion, or blafpheme the name of CarisT. Butalas!
there is a wide difference between not denying
Curist, and believing in him ;~between confzfing
him awith the mouth, when it is honourable to make
fuch a confeffion, and believing on him with the.
-heart! Multitudes make no doubt of a thing, which
yet they do not believe; and that becaufe they have
never confidered ferioufly of it at all. This, I fear, is
-exadtly the cafe with the multitude of mere nominal -
Chriftians. True, they do not publicly deny, or blaf-
pbeme Cur1sT; yea, many of them even feem aell
pleafed with the glad tidings of the gofpel, and with
the news of falvation thro’ a Redeemer: but have
they ever ferioufly confidered the wonderful purport
of the gofpel ;——the firangemefs of the meflage,—
and the many obftacles of faith? Or have they ever
-run the rifk of fuffering for the Chriftian faith? No
fuch matter; they never trouble their heads about
thefe things.—Or have they ever thankfully accepted
the gift of Gop’s only begotten Son; or honoured
him by fubmitting their hearts and lives to his autho-
xity ;——or feen their own helplefs and undone con-
dition without him ;—or heartily applied to him un-
der the various chara&ers he fuftains as a Redeemer;
——or humbly plead his merit and righteoufnefs with
. Gob as the grand reafon of their pardon and juftifi-
cation ?=—No fuch matter ; they are ftill ftrangers
to a faving interelt in him; without Gop, and with-
out CHr1sT in the world.
2dly. WHAT has been faid concerning the ex-
cellency of faith in CHRr1sT, as a religious principle,
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‘fhould make us bighly value this grace; earneftly
reovet it ; and give us a mean opinion of thofe Chrif-
tians who put a fight upon it. it is probable, in-
deed, that the mean opinion which fome Chriftians
entertain of faith, may have proceeded fromt their
having taken their idea of it from the common nomi-
nal faith, which prevails among the profeffors of the
Chriftian religion. But #kis, as I have thewed yoo, is
- .only a aretched counterfeit of the true grace of faith,
and therefore it 18 a grear abufe to call i faith at
all,——and a great injuftice to difparage the moft ex-
«cellent grace in a finful world, becaufe it is counter-
feited by vile hypocrites, and mere formal prefeffors,
True faith, as I haye fhewn you, neceflarily inclades
in it fome of the nobleft difpofitions of the human'
heart; and is neceffary to the very being of a Chrif-
tian, I am far from difcrediting Aoline/s or good
works ; butif we have a true regard for thefe, how
can we entertain a mean opinion of that fzith which
is their root and principle ? O then, let us fir/? and
above all things, labour to be ftrong in faith, giving
glory to Gop; then thalt we, like Abrabam, per-
form the moft difficult and fz/f~denying duties, with
chearfulnefs and delight. Let it be our f7/# and chief
endeavour to be united to CHR1IsT in the bonds of 2
lively faith; .then fhall we neither be condemned,
wor perifb, but have everlafting life. To expe@ the
« fruits of holinefs, where the fed of faith is not firft
fown and taken root, is prepofterous madnefs :-—it is
sounter both to the reafon of things, and Gop’s efta-
blithed method of faving finners, and therefore cannot
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profper. The tree muft firlt be made good, before
the fruit can be good. Faith in CurisT is the necef-
fary foundation of all true holinefs and acceptable
obedience in a finner. I fhould now proceed,

1Vthly. To fhew the univerfulity of the tender
of this love of Gop to all and every finner of this
loft world, who will perform this condition, and em-
brace this Savieur :=——°‘ Whofoever believeth, &c.”
But this, and the other head of difcourfe, with the
general improvement, I muft refer to another occa-
fion.

THE END OF THE FIRST VOLUME,



	Front Cover
	THE reverence clue to God's name, and 
	The Christian Philosophy of the heart 
	The destructive nature and tendency of sin- 
	Who is a wife man, and endued -with knowledge 
	The divine duty of Psalmody stated and 
	18 



