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FUNERAL DISCOURCE &

My BRETHREN,

Tiswith real,it is with heart-feltforrow andregret,
that I find myfelf called this day by che fovereign
and all difpofing Providence of Gov, to pro-
nounce a funeral fermon for your late worthy

Paftor, the Reverend Mr. Maas, who, but three weeks |
ago, broke to you the bread of life from this facred
defk. O how deep, myfterious and unfearchable are the |
ways and providences of Gop ! What a frail, trasfi-
tory, uncertain thing is human life ! How inadequateis
“human reafon to the arduous tatk of juftifying
the ways of Gop to man, or of unravelling the intri-
cacies, and refolving the difficulties, which occur in
his providential dealings? When we fee a man blefl-
cd by indulgent Heaven with the nobleft powers and
capacities, and fitted, by the due cultivation of
them, for the nobleft fervices to his fcllow-creatures;
juftfetting out inafcene of activelife,and pretniting the

greateft ufefulnefs in his day and generation.---When
we behold fuch an one, fuddenly fnatched away, in the
very bloom of life and vigour of youth, and made a te-
nant of the folitary manfions of the dead ; while mul-
titudes of ufelefs and mifehievous lives feem to be
fpared only as a curfe to the world, and nuifance to
human fociety ; we are apt to be ftaggered at the di-
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vine proceedings, and cry out with the perplexed Pro-
Phet, ¢ Righteous art thou, O Lorp, when we plead
““ with thec, yet let us talk with thee of thy judgments.*
¢ Why do the godly ceafe, and the righteous fail
¢ among the children of men ¢ To what purpofc
was all this wafte # Wherefore haft thou conferred and
cultivated thoie powers and talents, which are {o quick-
ly rendered ufeiefs by death ?  Wherefore tantalizeft
thou thy poor creatures, by juft .exhibiting to ther
view fo rich and valuable a blefling, and then locking it
up in the dark and filent grave ! ¢ Surely every nan
¢ walketh in a vain thew : Verily every man, evenat
“ his very beft eftate, is altogether vanity J!” -
THus, are we apt to charge Gob foeliffdy and fpeak
unadvijedly with our lips, thro’ our ignorance of the divine
~ plan, and the rectitude of the divine motives. ¢ Yain
¢ man would be wife, tho’ he beborn like the wild ale’s
colt §.” Perhaps the world had forfeited its right to
fuch a bleffing ;---human fociety, to fuch a member,
---and the church in which he laboured to fuch a Paftor.
Perhaps fuch a perfected fpirit, having donethe bufinefs
allotted it here below, is calied to fome higher, nobler, and
more important {ervices in the upper world ;---to do more
honour to its Maker, and more fervice to the whole fyftem
of its fellow-creatures, in fome other diftri&t of the uni-
verfe of being !---We are thort-fighted creatures : We
know little of the plan and connection of things, and
therefore are very incompetent judges of the beauty,
wifdom and equity of the divine proccdures. However,
thus much we ought, as chriffians, to know and believe
concerning Goo, the great difpofer of all human
events ; that, ¢ ulthough clouds and darknefs are
| round
* Jerem. xil. 1. N
4+ Pfat. il 1.
1 Pfal, xxxix. ¢ 6.

§ Job xi. 12.
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round about him, and may conceal his my{ierious pro-
ceedings trom our narrow and limited comprencntion;
yet jujiice and jusgment are the firm bafis uind fure fup-
port of his throne; and that the judge of all the carth can-
not do otherwife than right *.

WERE we to confider man, merely as mortal, he would
bethe moft inexplicable riddlein thewholeuniverfe,and
the more nobie powérs and greater perfections we dif-
covered in hiin, fill the more impoflible would it be
to account for the propriety of his exiftence in the feale
of being. For what wife or valuable purpofe could 1t
anfwer, to endow a creature,dcfigned only forafewyears
exiflence, with fuch noble powers and improvabie capaci~
ties, as man poflcties,---to give him a confciense and a
wordl ferfe,---to infpire him with earneft breathings
after immeitality, and with the hopes and fears of invi.
Jible and eternal things ?  That is to fay, to give him
powers, for which (on this fuppefition) he could have
no marner of ufe, and decply to implant inflinct and
appetites in his nature, which have no real objets or
gratifications in the univerfe! |

Bur the moment we begin to confider man in the
true point of view, as a creature formed and defigned
tor an endlefs exiftence; conneted with the univerfe of
being; related to the world of {pirits ; the /iving image
ana smmortal offspring of the great Gop ; here, in a flate
of moral trial and probation, and thortly about to enter
upon a new fcene of fixed and eternal realities ; the
prefent fcene of divine providence begins to brighten
up into a wife and beautiful plan ; and a thoufand diffi-
culries, which embarraffed the mind on the other ab-
turd and atheiftical fuppofition, vanith into nothing,as
iiift before the rifing fun. | |

MAN is indeed, mortal, but not whelly fo : He dies,
indeed, unto us, but he ftill lveth unte Gop : while the

body

* Plal. xeviie 2. Gen, xviiie 23,
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body returncth unto duft as it was, the {pirit returneth
unto Gop who gave it.  The time is thortly coming,
¢ When all who {fleep in the duft of the earth, fhall
¢ hear the voice of the Son of Gop, and they that
¢ hear, thalllive ¥.” We fthall, indeed, die, but we fhall
not perifli : Not a fingle particle of our real effential
exiftence, thall be loft among the elements of nature,
but every thing which can becalled ourindividual,identi-
cal felves muft and fhall exift by the will of Gop, in
an eternal ftate of confcious happmcfs or mifery.
Tut chriftian [yflem alone fully atlures us of the im-
mortality of the foul, and the refurrection of thcbod) ;
thus btmoma life and immortality to light, in their
full extent. And in order that the late melancholy
providence, which has given occafion for the prefentdii-
courfe, may be improved to our confirmation and efta-
blithment, in this important truth, I have chofen for
“the theme of it, that rapturous, and triumphant exclama-
tion of the infpired Apottle.

1. CoriNTHTIANS XV, §5,---57,

O death, where is thy fling 2 O grave, where 1s thy vitlery ?
The fling of dzath is fin 5 and the firength of fin is the law :
But thanks be to GoD who giveth us the vitlory, through
our LorD JEsus CHRIST.

N this chapter the Apoftle fets himfelf to prove, at

large, the refurreétion of chriftians from the dead, and
to anfwer feveral objetions, which had probably been
urged againtt this doCtrine, by fome perfons of loofe
mmc:plcs in the church of Corinth. This argument
e purfues by thewing the certainty of CHr1s1’s refurrec-
1ion, which proves the poffibility of a refurrection in ge-

ne ral and hence takes ocoafion to thew the connection
and

* John v, :8.




7))

and relation which fubfifts between Curist and his
people ; fo that his refurreétion is the figure, pledge -
and fecurity of their’s, He is the Heap, they are the
members of his myftical body : He is the firft-fruits,
and. they the full harveft ;---fo that if ChrisT,
who is the head and firft fruits of them that fleep, is
rifen to a glorious and immortal lite, {o fhall thofe
alfo for whofefins he died, and for whofe juflification he
arofe again from the dead. Death fhall not have a
total and final dominion over them ; but their dead
bodies thall in due time, be re-animated after the fimi-
litude of his glorious body, and they fhall live and
reign with him in life eternal.

Tue Apoflic obferves, that if this dotrine were not
true, the faith and hope of chriftians, would be the
moft foolifh, falfe and vain things; and that he himfelf
and the other Apoftles, and difciples of Crrist, who
were daily expofed to perfecution and martyrdom for
teaching and maintaining thefe doltrines, were guil-
ty of the moft abfurd conduct imaginable, and would
be of all men the moft miferable :---That, upon
this {uppofition the dottrine of the Epicureans, who
teach, that the fouls and bodies of men do utterly perith
at death, isto be preferred before the chriftian dotrine
which teaches the 1immortality of the foul, and the
refurretion of the body ;---and that, that maxim of
Epicurus, ¢ let us cat and drink to day, for to-morrow
¢ we die,’---would be preferable to the maxims of
chriftianity which enjoin upon us felf-denial and morti-
fication, ir hopes of a future ftate of glory and immor-
tality : For, why fhould we deny ourfelves any of
the pleafurable gratifications of fin or fenfe, if in this
life only we had hope, and if, after death, there were no
immortality of the {oul, nor refurrection of the budy ?

Axp after having thus cftablithed the doc¢trine of
the refurre€tion, and anfwered fome obiections againtt

i,
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, he procesds 0 give us fome dea of the qualities
an l proparties ofa refurredtion body.---¢¢ '] he bodies
. of cnrn’clu ~a favs he, are fown or buried in corrup-
¢ tion, they are raited 10 mcorruption ; thev are fown
“ in dithonouyr, they arz ratfed in plory 5 thev are fown
“ natural bodies, th"" are ratfed lpmtml bodies,” 8o
tha:, procezds he, when this corruptible thall have put
on incorruption, and this mortal thall have put on im-
mortality, thea fhall be brought to pafs that faving
which Ys written, ¢ Death is fwallowed up in victo.
¢ ry .7 And while the Apoitle is full of the faith and
hoe ol this glorious and comfortable truth, he con-
clades the argument in the triumphant language of our
text :---He fings him{elf, and teaches every rrue chrif-
tian ™ fng, < O grave, where 1s thy victory ! O death,
¢ wheve is thy fting ! Thanks be to God, who giveth
¢ us rhe victory, throuoH Jrsus Curist our Lorp.”
In which words, the Apoﬁle probably alludes to that
finilar pathage 1n the Prophet Hofea 4, ¢ I will ran-
¢ fomn them from the power of rhe grave; I will re-
¢« deemthem from death, Odeath Twiil be th\' plagues;
« O grave, I will be thy deftruction.”

—.

Froy the words, tiree thinys feem principally to offer
themfelves to our confideration.

I. Ir we confilerourfelves as mortai 2 finfulcrea-
tures, without the hopes of a pardon, refurrection an:d
happy immortality, death muft appear to be armed
with a painful fting, and the grave to have obtained a

complete victory over us.

IT. Trar which arms death with its forpe fine,
and gives to the grave its completeft rriumph, s fin,
or a confeioufucls of having tranigrelled the divine

law

* 1 Cor. xv. ¢z

+ Hof, xii. 1.
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I: v Vhich fiing of death muitbe tillthe more farni.
EUTRER propor n\,n roour knowledgeot the divine law,

m conictonlnels of guilt 1 tranigreDng it. ¢ The
¢ fung otdeathis ﬁn, and the fircugih of fia is the law.,”

ITT. Goo hath given toall true c’mﬂmm the vu‘fto-
rv over aeath end the arave, throusth their Lorp JEsu
Crrarsr, @ Lut i anksbe toGop, which oiveth us t‘ae
victory, tl‘rou'wl our LorD jesus Cuxibr.”

I thiit endeavour (by the divine offiftance) briefly
~nd diftinctly to contider thele three dcétriness and -rhc;{,
h""“‘?‘t made fome practical reflections trom them, fhall
clofe the whale by paymzx a itvnl tnbute to the rme-
niory of my dear ‘decealed friend, your late excellene

paftor.

I. Tusy, if we refle€t upon our morte! and finful
condition, without any hopes of pardon, refurre€tion
and happy immormality, death muoft appear to be arm-
ed with a painful ting, and she grave to have ebrain-
cd 2 complete vitory over us,

Tiuc human body is, perhaps, the ma[hr-pnece of
divine workm.m{hxp in the whele compaf of material
crcat‘nn, at leaft, in this earth on which we live. Nor

vill this inpn(,htmn feemy firange or improbable, when
we confider that it is prepared by Gop as a meer habi-
tation for the immortal foul, which bears bis own
image :---And that it was dcﬁv ned as model and exam-
pler of that vehicle which his eternal Sun was to aflume,
and to which he was to be united, when he appeared
upon earth, as the Redeemer of our guiliy race; and in
which he wn]l fhine in celeftial fplendors, -at hls own
right hand, through the ages of cternity. Its brain,
nerves and organs, blood and znimal fpirits are adapt-
cd to the operations of a rarional and immortal {pirie.
Its erect pofture and graceful motions befpca.{ 1ts d:gm-

(— ty'
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ty above all" other creaturces on the face of the carth;
and its very afpect feems naturally to indicate its right
of downinion, and to firike the moflt favage creatures,
with roverence, awe and terror®, |
Tuus curioudly tafhioned and wonderfully made is
the human Lody, the living temple of Gop, and habi-
tation of the denthlefs {pirite But O how great is the
change which death makes on this curious picce of the
divine workmanthip ?  How complete is the conqueit
which the grove obtains over it ?---Thar bodyv, which
wag lately the pefedtion of material beauty and
divine contrivance---that wonderful automaton, the
amazing ftructure, {ymmetry and ufes of whofe
‘parts, fills cvery fenfible mind with the higheft admi-
ration, and evinces, above molt other things, the con-
fumate wifdom of himwho formed it, and fet it in mo-
tion; is now a pale and ghattly corpfe---a mafs of dc-
formity and putrifaction !---Thofe eyes, whick lately
fparkled with exquifite luftre, and contemplated the
beauties of nature, and the wonders of the creatim
with rapturous aftonifhment, are now funk into theis
oibits, fealed in the flumbers of death, and covercd
with midnight darknefs and obfeurity !---Thofe brains,
which were late the ftorchoufe of fublime and hea-
venly Ideas---the medium of noble reflections and di-
vine meditations, are now a lump of ftench and pu-
trifa&ion,---the food of worms !---That tonzue, which
lately poffefled all the powers of perfuafive cloquence;
which uttered the wifdom ot fpeech; poured out the
balm eof confolation, and overflowed with the high
praifes of Gop, feems now to be bound up in eternal
fitence !---That body, which was lately beloved apd
carefled by all who knew it, and perhaps even idolized
by its friends and relations, is now become a {pectacle
| of
. * Ceteracum terram prona animalia fpeCant os homoui fublimi
dedit, coelumque tueri judit; et erutos ad fideva wolleie vuicas,
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of horror and averfion to every beholder, and 1s thruft!
out of fight into the filent grave ! o |
Hrre, lies all human perfeétions, and all hu-|
man accomplifhiments, buried togeth r in obfcuri- |
ty and oblivion ! Here lies the beloved hope |
and joy of the mournful father----the fupport and
confolation of the diftrefled widow---the ftay and
fuccour of ‘the helplefs orphan---and the dearer half |
of the bereaved friend! Youth and beauty, ftrength
and activity, wifdom and learning, eloquence and greate
nefs, lie buried in one promifcuous ruin. Heie the con-
queror of the earrh falls a vi€tim to death,and becomes
the prey of worms.---Here pride ceales to Iwell, and |
grandeur is levelled with the duft. ¢ The fmall and
¢ the great are here, and the fervaat is free from his
¢ matter .7 ' "
How ironically and emphatically does the prophet
make the meaneft inhabiranis of the grave, to infult the
Babylouih monarch, upon his arrival in the filent
manfions of the dead ? ¢ Art thou allo become |
“ weak as we ?  Art thou become like untous ? Thy
¢ pomp is brought down to the grave, and the found
¢ of thy viols ; the worm is fpread under thee, and
““ the worms, cover thee +.” Indeed, as the wife man
*{pcaks, there is no wifdom knewledge or device in the
prave, whither we are hattening with a rapid progrefs,
It is the end of human glory---the burying place of all
mortal excellency and perfection. ¢ Duft we are, and
““ to dult we mult return,” is a fentence which tarnifhes
the Juttre of all fublunary grandeur, and which with-
out fome future hope, brands every human acquifition
and accomplithment, with difgrace, vanity and vexa-
tion of fpirit. .
Flow  fignal therefore is the victory of the grave
over man, as mortal? How fatal the fting of death
C:z which

3 A e 5 v

* Job i, 19,
+ 1 xiv. 10, 11
m-- . -
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which cafts all human glory unacr o deep a fhade---
even the tnnenctrable d: arknefs of the filent loathfore
grave? O mortal man, from whcmc, and how low,
art thou fallen ? From bf'mgr the lord and” maller-
picee of this lower world, thou art become a mafs
of {tench and corruption !---A ohaflly fcull!--A hund-
ful of fordid duft !
Brsipes,if we confider man,not only as a mortal, but
all> as a finful guilty creature, this will flill tharpen
the fling of death, and arm that latt enemy with ten-
tfold horrors.  In thxs vicw, death will not only apnear
as the deftroyer of our bodics, and the end of all
fublunary perfection and enjoyment, but alfo as the
cxceutioner of the divine juftice, to arrelt the gmlty
foul, and tranfmic it to a place and ftate of endlefs mi-

fery and defpair. Aad this naturally brings me to the

ITI. DoctrINE raifed from the text---namely---
That, that'which arms dearh with irs tharpeft ﬂum
is fin, or a confcioufnefs of having tranferefled the di-
vinge law i---Which fting of death muft be fill the
more painful in proportion to our knowledge of the
divine law, and confcioufnefs of guilt by tran{orfl-
ing it.  ¢¢ The ﬁmg of death is fia, and the ﬁxuwth ,
¥ of fin, is the law.”

Deara fimply confidered, and without the additi-

+ onal circum{tances of guilt and immor tahty, muftbe very
dreadfultoman, us it robs him of the life he now cnyw\ 5
and all the lictle happinefs and pleafure which it At
fords him. But if we confider man as confcious of
the immortality of the {oul, and perfuaded of a future
ftateof retribution :---1f we confider mortal man, as a
guilty obnoxious creature ; confcious of having violared
the laws ot heaven inten thoufand inftances ; juft enter-
ingintoan invifibleand eternal world,there to ftand before
the awful imy partial tribunul of that Gop, who, both

by
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Ly the hiolinefs of his nature, and his rectoral juflice,
cannot pafs Ly the 1mpcuucnr y puilty unpunithed,
and juft cbout to reccive a fentence for cternity u--lt
we confider a poor d)mp fisner, in thefe awful circum-
ﬂunccs, clofing the fcene of a wicked, carelefs, grace-
Sefs lite, w ithout any rational hope of pardon and the
favour of his judge---we fhall quickly percedive, that
the flarpeft fling of deaihy is fine ¢ O Dm_tn where 1s
thy fing ! The fting of death is fin”

Tue thicf, robber and affafin, while puiiving their
wicked couries, are cheerful, w‘olute and trepid,
No fenfe of fear, or apprehenfion of danger can di-
vert them from the profecution of their iniquitous de-
figns. They lay their {chemes und concert their mea-*y
fures with the greateft coolncfs and deliberation ; and
profecute them with a bravery and boldnefs, v»h:c
would be honourable in a better caufe. Eur, alas!
when they are arrefted by the hand of juftice, and
{fuinmoned before the tribunal of a jud; 'Te, how quick-
ly 1s their courage changed into cowanmce, 9i1d their
cheetfulnefs into bitter crics and lamentations ?  FHow
do they tremble and look pale at the fight of the judge,

and fall into palpitations and {woonings, on the near
view of the gullows and executioner.

]UST {fo, while the ftupid finner enjoys hLealth,
and 15 running cn in the mad carreer of a (mmiwn,
dehauched, ﬂqa tious life, he is all gaery of ipuits;

all merriment and thoughtlefs frolick. " He vicu

death as at a great diftance, with abfolute vncencern---
curfes the demure looks of the religious 1~ypou*itc--- ~
defpifes every thing which might have a_tend ney o
bring him to thou«»htfulnefs and co.uﬁc’u‘mm---lu
fots his confcierce with riot and intemperance---and
bletleth himfelr in his own ¢yes, until, as the pf(.]m-
it fays, ¢ Flis i mzqnuv is found bateful *.” Bur anon,
he is arrefted with o davecrcus dlif:JL wl:nch akes

PGl xxxv. 2
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his mortal frame and reaches his vitals---yet il he
hopes the bett, and puts the thoughts of death tar from
him,  fHe conhdes in the firength of nature, -or the

tkill of the Phyfician, and cannot fuffer hunlelt to {u-
peck that  his days are necar a period.

At length the obftinate difeafe rages and bafiles
the fondeft hopes---all means prove ineffectual---life
heaves and fruggles with convulfive throws ;---grim
death, the kg o/ teno;s, tkrows off the mafl;, putsinto
his hand tlh. unwelcome unexpected fummons, and
ftares him in the face !---Die he muft, and leave the
world, his beloved idol, and .all his finful pleafures
and enjoyments.---He views the judge, feated on a flam-
mg impartial throne, ready to pronounce his final and
eternal doom.---He looks back upon a life full of #in
and full of impenitency, and has reafon to fear, ¢ that
¢ tor all thefe things, Gop will bring him into judg-
¢ ment %.” Now he lofes courage; he trembles atl
turns palc. INo more blafphemies and damnations,no more
loud laughs at religion---no more joy in the profpedt
of the drunken frolick, or high debauch---no more
putting off religious duties with trifling and fenlcieis
cxcufes, ‘The near views of death have brought the
fitnerto his fenfes, He would now give ren thou-
tand worlds toredeem mifpent timc, and to re-call mit-
m,p.ovccl opportunities.  Sin, th fling ot deatn,

ticks fatt in his foul, and nothing but the hand ot
divine mercy can pluck it out: ¢ The {orrows of
¢ death cacompais him, the pam’s of hecll take hold
¢ upon him, and nothing but the powcrfal voice
€ of divine mrnucncis, can {fpcak peace and conio-
Lmun to s anxious, diftrelled, perplexed foul #
‘1ius vou fee, my orethren, how uflly the A,wﬂh.
L.0is diny die ing of deatn 5 and how dreadrul a fenie of

g.:ilt
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ouilt increafes the horrors of the dark and filent grave:
Death armed with his {ing, is ftled by Job, with
the greatett proprictv, Tur Kixe or 1rrrors®
And it is liutle wonder, if many are kept all their

life-time fubjeét to bondage, through the fear of

death, when they confider 1t as armed with the
terrors of a wicked, impenitent life<d, |

Besipes, the Apoftle intimates, that the ¢ ftrength
¢ of fin is thelaw.---By the law, is the knowledge of
¢« fin, There could be no fin, if there were no law ;
¢ for fin is the tranfgreffion of the law }:” Confequent-
ly, the more light and konowledge of the divine
law we have finned againft, fill the deeper will this
fting of death Dbe fixed in our, confcicnces.  So that,
of all nten living, un impenitent chriftian, awakened
toa due {enfe of his condition, muft meet death
armed with the moft painful fling, and the greateft
terrors 3 becaufe, of all men living, he has' finned
againft the clearck light, the greateff love, and the richeft
nzrcy 3 which cirmcumftance mutt needs fet home the
fting of death toits very fhaft, and diffufe all its dead-
ly venom through the whole foul.  Verily I {fay unto
you, my hcarers, it will be more tolerable for the moft
ignorant and buarbarous heathen lands, at the hour
ot death and day of judgmenr, than for fuch of us as
fhall go down to the grave, impenitently from under
the meridian light of the glorious Gofpel,

How muft it at once increafe and jutlify our con-
demnation, that light is come into the world, and
fhines arovnd us, while we prove, that we prefer
darknefs to rhis light, Ly an obftinate  perte-
verance in our evil deeds? Buat I now proceed to
the

I, Gexerar

* Job xviil. 14,

+ Heb. it 1¢.

¥ Rom. vii, 7. 1 John iii, 4.
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IIT. Guexezvn dodtrine propofed, namcly, < Gon
 hath given unto all true chrifttans, the victory over
L dcath, andl the grave, by ourIJnRt>Iusus Ciatsry’
fo that they have realon, with the Apottle, in the neai-
eft profpects ot death, to begin this triu mphant fong,

¢¢ O death where 1s thy fting! O grave where 15
z thy victary | Thanks be unto God, who harh given
¢ us the victory through our Lorp Jesus Cuzrst.”

Tre Golpel, my brethren, is the great Placart, }Mani-
fefto, and deed of convevance of this grace of Gop, to be-
lieving, repenting finners. Here we fee death difarmed
of its fling, and the grave defpoiled of its trophies,
and tnum‘mﬂd over, by our all-victorious Redeemer.
Here life and immortality are fully and clearly brought
to light ; the glories and beatitudes of heaven are tully and
clearly revealed, and hell and dgftruttion have no covering,

ere Curzist is exhibited in all hisfaving offices, as an
almighty and all-compafiionate Redeemer, both from
fin and death. - He came to ¢ deftroy the works of
¢ the devil, of which fin is the chief---to feck and
fave that which was loft,---to dic the juft for the
unjuft, that he might brmrr us to Gop---and to lay
down his life a ranfom for finners. He bare our
iniquities, and made his foul an offering for fin.”
The Gofpel meflage and record 15, ¢ that Gop is in
¢¢ Chrift, reconciling a guilty world unto himfelf, not
¢ imputimr their trefpafles unto them :---That Gob
¢ hath c'ven unto us eternal life, and that this lifeis
¢« in his%nn ; (o thar, whofoever believethon the Son of
“ Gon, hail nor pmﬂl, but have everlafling life---
““ an:l thar, whofvever cometh unto him,” in the way
¢ of faith and repentance, ¢ he will, in no wife calt

I 3
Now,

¢ them out #,
* 2 Cor, v. 19, John iils 10, 36.====vi, 37, 1 John v, 11, 12
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Now, the true believer obtains a victory over fin,
which 1s the fting of death, through our LorDp Jesus
Curist, in the tollowing refpedts.

t. Curist takes away the guilt of fin, which is
the venom and deadly poifon of this fting, &y the facri-
fice of himfelf ; by which he has made atonement, and
purchafed redemption, for all rthofe who comply with
the terms of his Gofpel.  The fins of believers (as to
“their guilt and condemning - power) are wafhed away
in his moft precious blood ; that blood which was fied
Sfor the remiflion of fin, and which cleanfeth from all fin;
even that all-purifying fountain which was opened in the
houfe of David, and for the inhabitants of Ferujalem, to wafk
away fin and uncleannefs . No fooner is the finner, en-
abled to lay hold on Chrift by faith, and apply to him
in the way of the new covenant, but his guilt is confider-

~ed as expiated and done away by the facrifice of Chrift,
and the merit and righteoufnefs of Chrift, is imputed
to the believer for juftification and eternal life ; {o that
there is ¢ now no condemnation to them who are thus
¢¢ in Carist; who walk not after the fleth, but after
¢ the Spirit 4~.” The fentence of the divinelaw, and
the wrath of Gobp due to fin is removed from him, and
he is made to inherit the ¢ bleflednefs of thofe
“ whofe tranfgreffions are forgiven, whofe fins are co-
¢ vered ; even the blefleanefs of that man, unto whom
¢¢ the Lorp imputeth not iniquity 1.”

IN this refpet, fin (as to the true believer) received
its death-wound on the crofs of CHr1sT, and was triumphed
over as a vanguithed tyrant by the Captain of our fal-
vation, in his expiring agonies, when he cried out, ¢ It
¢ is finithed, and bowing down his head, gave up the
¢ ghoft.” Thenand tlug, as the Prophet exprefles i,

did

* Matth. xxvi. 28. 1 Johni. 7. Zech. xiii. 1, '

+ Rom. 3d and 4th Chapt.====viii. 1.

! Pfal, xxxii. 1, 2. ,_ , CoLw
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did he ¢ finith tranfgreflion, make an end of iin, and
“ bring in an everlafting righteoufnefs,” for all thofe of
every age and nation, who embrace the offers,and com-
ply with the terms, of his everlafting Golpel #. Again,

2. Curist takes away the power, love and dominion
of fin from the believer, (as it is a principle of rebellion
and uncleannefs) by the influences of his regenerating and
Jaictifving Spirit. By thefe he changes and rules in the
believer’s heart; mortifies and fubdues his corruptions
and lults; {upports him under trials and temptations ;
gives him patience and refignation under afllictions ;
excites and cherifhes his graces, and gradually renews
and fan&ifies his nacure, until he has fitted and pre-
pared him for his own enjoyment, and for the fociety of
angels and the [pirits of juft men made perfeCt in the upper
world. Thus is the chriftian able to do all things ne-
ceflary to falvation, through Curist who firengtheth him ;
and is made a congueror, and more than a conqueror over all
his fpiritual enemies, ¢ through Curist who loved
¢ him and gave himfelf for him +.”

3. Gop hath givin unto true chriftians the viGtory
over the grave, by the ¢ firm aflurance of a gloricus
¢ refurreCtion unto life and happinefs eternal, through
¢ our Lorp Jesus Curist.”---His refurretion is the
pledge, model, and fecurity of their’s. He conguered
death, and triumphed over the grave as a public perfon and co-

© wenant head of his people. What lie did and whathe obtain-

ed was for their benefit and on their behalf. He arofe
from the dead as the firft fruits of them that fleep, and,

. having entered triumphantly into heaven, took poffet-

@

~ fion of the purchafed inheritance, and the promifed

manfions of glory, for his redeemed ones, as their fore-
runner and elder brother.  The grave ¢ould not hold the

‘body of CarisT a prifoner; ncither fhall it be able to

. detain
* Dan, ix. 24.

i} Philip. iv. 13. Rom, s1ii 37.
s
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detain the bodies of .trie believers, who are all prifo-
ners of hope, and partakers of their Mafter’s triumphs.
All pozwer is given unto him, and he hath the keys of death and
of the invifible wworld. Curist arofe victorious on the
refurretion morning ; and fo fhall the bodics of "be-
lievers who fleep in Jefus : But every one in his own
fcafon ; Firft, Curist, who 'is the firfi-fruit, and after-
cards, them that are CHRIST’s at his coming. And then
fhall come to pafs that faying which is written,
 Death is fwallowed up in vittory. O death, I
¢ will bethy plagues ! O grave, I will be thy de-
“ ftruction. # Then fhall the fea give up her dead in
fwarming multitudes, and 4efl and the grave fhall
give up the dead that are therein, The duft of thafaints
thall be rallied from all quartcrs of the earth by the om-
nipotent command of Gop, and berebuilt into new forms
of immortal youth and beauty. ¢ The multitude of them
““ who fleep in the duft of the earth thall then awake,
“ fome to everlafting life, and fome to fhame and
“ everlifting contempt. They that have been wife,
‘ fhall fhine as the brightnefs of the firmament;
‘“ and they who have turned many unto righteouf-
““ nefs, as the ftars for ever and ever .

Hexce, my brethren, you fee the ground and
reafon of the Apoftle’s triumph in our text; ¢ O
¢ death, where is thy fting, &c.” I now proceed to
make fome practical refleCtions on the dotrine.  And

1. How unhappy are thofe who are deprived of the
light of the glorious Gofpel of CnrisT; who dwell in the -
regions of Heathen darknefs, or who dre overfhadow-
cd by the thick clouds of Mahemetan . delufion;
upon whom the jus of righteoufnefs has not arifen,
bringing healing, and falvation under his wings ?

D . How

* 1 Cor. xv. 13,---54. Hof, xiii, 14, y

+ Dano :&H. 2, ~.‘L
‘*
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How doubtful, how precarious, how abifud are their
;_,*)onons of a future ftate ¢ How mean and uuwors
thy are their; ideas of the immortality of the {oul.
and ‘of the rewards and punithments which await
_thery in another world > And confequently, how weak
- and- ineffeCual are their motives to hol {ncfs in this
- world > The Pythagorian doftrine of tranfmigration of
- ouls ‘from one body to another, ir loaded-with ab-
fumdums. The poetical ficiions ot Tartarus and Elyfiunm,
dre fuch childith and ridiculous whimfies, as dil-
grace the humam wuerﬁandmg s---and tho paradie
~of Mahomet, is fuch a fenfual and Judicrous dream,
1o derogatory from t“\e phrity and holinefs of Gop,
- and fo unfuitable te thc nattre of a reafonahle, immor-
tal pirit, that it may be juftly termed the pdma:,e of
fools. And yet thc Hta..,,.n and Mahomeran religions
pretend to give s mo more rational acc: L0 ot ‘ue
ftate of man after. death than thefe. |
- O How ought our fouls to melt with cor 1p'1ﬁ“on,
'-'fut"thc melancholy and camfortlefs circumfiances of
fach as live in thofs lands of darknefs, ar.d habitations
of craclty, wher:\he light of the Gefpel hath not
fhined ? 1dow fhould this deplerable conairion of Heas
then and Mahomeuwan nations, excite our earneft and fer-
vent fupplications to the Father of lights, that he
would be pleafed to caufe the fun of righteoufic(s to
" thine upon them with direct beams; that he wouid
tranfpierce their midnight darknefs, wxch an outftretch-
“ved ray from himfelf ;--and that he would {peedily fulfi}
Ihis ancient prcdlftxons, by ¢ giving his Sun the Hea-
«¢ then for his inheritance, and the utmoft parts of
the earth for his pofieffion ,o--fo that <he knowlec{“c‘
of the LorD may cover the whoie ¢avth; and that
¢ from the rifing of the fun to the going down of the

o famc, his name may be known, confetfed and azored.’
‘ ,-Hl, I’I‘)I”"J
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2. How gloricus and diftinguifhing are the privi- |
ledges of ch (/z‘zam, unte whom Uife and immortulity are
clearly brought to light by the Gafpel ?---We are not left in
perplexing doubts and uncertainties, about the zature
end duration of our fouls. We are not left to grope
for the evidences of a future ftate, amongft the fables
of Heathen mythology, or the uncertain reafonings of
Pagan phylofoply.  We are not left to trace the proofs
of our futurc exiftence, by the obfcure glimmerings
- of nature’s light; nor to fit down and feaft our imagi-
nations, with the impure and ludicrous rcprefcntatlons
which the falfe prophet of Mecca, has given of this in-
terefting truth,

TuE {ame potent voice which, at firft, fpoke us out of
nothing, and breathed into our noftrils the breath of
life, has aflured us, that, although the body muft return
for a while, to its original duft, yet the fpirit fhall re-.
turn unto him who gave it ; and that both thefe in-
tegral pris of our nature after a fhort feperation, fhall
be ag2in re-united, and qualified for a life of eternal
lwappmc{s or mtfcry, according to the deeds now done
in thefe bodies. This eternal life and death are now clear~
ly fet before us, and a method propofed by infinite
mercy, and confirmed by unfailing faithfulnefs, in
which we may obtain the former and efcape the latter.
An aggravated woe, fhall therefore, be unto us, my -
friends, if having this_light, we either defpife or reject
it, and love darknefs rather ; nor c¢an we at all hope
to efcape, if we neglect fo great a falvation.

. WE learn from the doctrine that the ¢ ﬁmgr
« of death is fin, and the firength of fin, is the law.”
How dreadful thereéfore, muft be the cafe of thofe
finners at the hour of death, who have lived impenitent-
ly under the clear llght of the Gofpel f----If our
guilt is the more aggravated, in plopomon to the clear-
iefs




( 22 )

wefs of that lightagainft which we have finned, (ascertain-
tatnly it is) with what dreadful terrors muft this -fling
of death be armed to thofe, who have been perpe-

- tually finning under the noan-tide light of the glorions (zof-
pel, and againft the infuite richesof that love, and thofe ten-
der compaffioss, which it exhibits to all thofe who break
off their fins by repentance, and make timous applica-
tionto a gracious Redeemer ? S

SiNNERs little confider, that, by every kwowwn and
wilful fin againft Gofpel light and mercy, they are
tharpening the fling of dcath, and increafing the ter-
rors of that laft enemy,---Gop grant that the near
profpets of death,and the terrors of a guilty, awakened
confcience, may not give any of us here prefent, the
firf conviftion of this awful, important rrash :---But
that, having timely warning, we may prevent
thefe terrors, by a fpeedy application to that Almighty
Redcemer, who has deffroyed im, who had the pozcer of
death 3 and who alone is able to deliver us from the
guilty, diftrefing fears’ of our laft enemy.

4. AxD laftly : What thanks do real chriftians
owe to Gop, who giveth them the viCtory over the
fears of death through our Lorp Jesus CHrist?
No human confiderations, no motives drawn from re-
Jon or philofoply could poffibly render the mind of a

- man (of a thinking, accountable creature, cenfcious of
its qwn guilt and immortality) fuperior to the terrors
of decath.,  'When eternity lies open to our view, and
we have nofatisfying, well-grounded hope that we thall
be happy for ever, the hefitating, unaffured foul muft
needs recoll and fhudder at the thoughts of launching
cut into the unfeen untried world of {pirits ! "Tis
ouly the almiglhty fupports of religion which can then give
us 7frue fortitude, and inake us comquerors through
Jesus Cunisr.---Nor can thefe fupports avail us either,

unlefs
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unlefs they are fet home upon our fouls, and made
our own by the exercife of that faith which is the
gift of Gop., ¢ lt is Gop who muft work us for
¢ that felf fame thing, by giving us the earneft of
“ the {pirit#,

WeLL therefore, may the Apoftle put this grareful
fong into the mouth of every true chriffian ; ¢ Thanks
““ be unto Gop who giveth us the victory, through
¢ our Lorp, Jesus Curist,” Our - fufficiency for
this laft combat, as wecll as for every other part.
of the chriftian warfare, is @nly of Gop, who teach-
eth our hands to war, and our fingers to fight. O
how happy are thofe who have a reconciled Gop,
and an all-gracious Redeemer to flee to, in the laft
agonies of diffolving nature, when the world with all
its vain fupports, and deceitful friendfhips, is flying
away like a thadow---when the heart and the fleth are
failing, and the departing fpirit taking its flight into
eternity ! ‘Thrice happy they, who, at that dreadful
moment, can, with a fteady and unfhaken faith, fing
the Apofile’s triumphant fong, ¢ O death where is
thy fting? O grave, where is thy vi€tory ?

I'suovLp now conclude, by paying a {mall tribute
to the memory of my dear daeafed friend, your late de-

ccafed paflor.---But in this I am in a great meafure
antxmpatcd by a pretty full fketch of his character,
as a men, a fcholar, a chriftian, and a divine, which has al-
ready appeared in the public prints*.

I srALL

2 Cor.v. ¢, :
. On Fndxy s evening, the 23d inftant, ahout 8 o’clock, died of,

a putrid bilious fever, umvniall‘, regretted and lamented, the tru’y
Revd. and vcryrefpk&qb'e Jonanxes THEODORUS WiLusLMUS
Maas, in the meridian or rather prime of lite and vigour of all his
powers, being aged about 22 years. He was a native of Weitphalia
in Germany, and has officiated as Minifter of the Dutch congregati-
oia in this llund near four ye ars, to the univerfal fqnsfa&:on, and
with the high approbation, ol «il his peorle, who juflly deemed

‘ themfelvse

. LR T———




(24 )

I sHaLL therefore confine whar I have here to fay
of him, to his minifterial relation to you, and his
pattoral

them{elves uncommonly happy in the poffeilion of {o worthy and

“excellent a Paftor, .
His having been ordained to the work of the miniitry at the un-

comon early period of 18 years, and tht, 1t only with the appro-
bation, but applaufe, of his learned examiners, is, at once a proot
of the ainazing ftrength of his mental powers, his afliduous application
to his ftudies, and the rapid progrefs he made in them. And, in-
decd, it appears by feveral letters received from fome of the moft
learned proteffors in Holland,YRnce his refidznce in this ifland, that
he was reputed a very learnedfman when he left Europe, and that
he (tyod a fair chance for a Profetforthip at his return from his pil-
grimage in St. Croix. He was. allo deemed a kind of prodigy
for parts and learning by the moit capable judges in North-America,
in his late voyag> thither for his health; and 1 am well affured, thae
his ‘ervices in the Gofpel miniftry were earneitly folicited by, and
would have been highly acceptable to, fome of the moft pious and in-
tzlligent congregations on that continent.

His talents for the Chrittian miniftry was very eminent.  He
poflefled every naturalpower, and acquired accomplithment which is
requifit= for the moft ufeful and reputable difcharge of that facred
fundtion. All competent judges allowed him to have been an ac-
carate (chalar and good philologift. He had a found, clear, penctrating
juigment, a lively imagination, a prompt and tenacious memory, and
an eafy, gracefulelocution. It coft him little pains to compofe, and
much lefsto commit his fermons.

He reasoned juitly, and had a particular felicity in communicating
his fentiments with eafe, clearnefs and precifion.  As a difputant,
he difcovered great penetration and a fine difcernment,  He quickly
_perceived the pinch ofan argument, unravelled its intricacics detected
its fophifms, and, from a number of clear firlt principles, which
he had fixed to himfelf both in philofophy and divinity, brought
out th: conclufion he defired, by a clear, eafy, logical dc?ué‘tiou., In
thort, few men had clearer heads, or afiner talent tor reafoning, than
Do «ine Maas had. Nor is this much to be wondered at, if we con-
‘fider what a number of the beft books, in many languages, he had
devonred and digefted,and that he retained almoft every thing which
h= had either read or heard.  Such powers as thefe, had they been
carefully cultivated fora tew years longer, before he entered upona
public {ene of aétive life, muft have'rendered him one of the greatcft

men, parhape, of the prefent ceatury, iI |
Ie
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paftoraleare andinfpsitionoverthischurch, Thiscongras
gition, it would fexm, hasbreavery fortuie, in 1 1uzces
fion of eminently learned miniftars ; menof fiac talents and

E great

He fuffered no man to defpife his youth: Althouzh, an eal), fa-
cetious, agreeable companion, yet he had a certain dignity, gra-
vity and decency in all his deportment which commanded veae-
ration and refp:&, and which, as it was the certain indéx of
chultized and well governed mind, did great honour to his protefs
fion as a clergyinan, efpecially at an age like his; |

Althoush from conviction, he had fixed upon that fcheme of think-
ing in divinity called Calvinifm, and was one of its moft rational and -
ingenious advocates, yct he had too much good fenfe to exclude
fro n his chart y, thole who diffeted from him in fimaller matters:
Hz well knew thz power of prejudice, and that many of the difpu-
tables i reii zion, are fuch asdivine authority has not clearly decided,
as humun reilon bas not been able to decids, anl thererore fuch
cannot be adbllutely neceflary to falvation, and as good men may
differ ubout falvation, ' | d
-~ And, which graces and crowns every other ufeful talent and ami-
able accomplifhment, his moral charalter was-fair and irreproachable,
.and his piety confpicuous and examplars. Inhis pulpit difcourfes,
which were well ftudied, folid and energetic, anl delivered with
thatpathos and folemnity which became the facred defk, he continu«
ally drove at the important point of bringing finners home to Gop,
through the atonement, mediation and interceflion of a Redeemer, -
gngl by the regenerating and funtitying influences of the holy

irit,

PNor was his private life adifgrace or contradiction to his pulpit
exhibitions. He was an example to his flock in every chriftian grace
and virtue, and may be faid, with thofe grains of allowance which
muft ever be made to human frailty, have lived the morality and
divinity which he taught. His private converfation was ever either
manly and philofophical, or grave, ferious and edifying. It was next
to impoffible, that any converfation, in which he bore a part, fhould
degenerate into fubtility or childifh impertinence ; nor (fuch was his
talent for cultivating and moralizing every fubjet) was it well poffible
to be an hour in his company, without being either wifer or better.

To conclude this imperfe& fketch : It is not un eafy tafk to do
juftice to fo great, fo good, and every wuy fo fingular a charadter, as
that of the Reve Mr. Maas. In him the Dutch church of St. Croix
hus loft an excellent pafior, the community an u/oful member, learning
a bright ornament, his wife and child an ¢fetionate bufband and fond
parext, and the world a geod man, whilft 1, alas! am left to lament the

loftof a candid, edifying, and much beloved friend.

[ S




( 26 )

great abilities ; turning and fhining lights. The great
head of the church, and chief fhepherd and bithop
of fouls,, has diftinguithed you, above many other
patts of his Gofpel vineyard, by fending among you -
a fucceffion of the choiceft of his inftruments; men
eminently qualified to advance his own glory and
promote your beft interefts. Gop hath been long
‘carrying on a treaty of peace and reconciliation with
you by fome of the choiceft of his embaffadors ; rifing
up early and fending them, praying you, in CHrisT’s
fead, that you would be reconciled unto Gop. Very emi-
nent and fingular have been your means of krowledge
aud of grace; and permit me juft to obferve to you,
by the way, that proportionably great will bz your
guilt and condemnation, if your improvements in the
divine life have not been anfwerable, and if you have
continued fruitlefs and impenitent under thefe divine
cultivations : For, it is an invariable maxim in the
divine government, that swhere Gop hath given muck,
there will he require the more, anc that he will require
a juft improvement of the talents and opportunities he has
conferred on his rational creatures : And hence it is,
¢¢ that it will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomor-
"¢¢ rha on the day of judgment, than'for Caperna-
¢ um, and Bethfaida, and thofe other cities, where
¢ moft of our Saviour’s mighty works were done, and
his luminous do¢trines preached .”
Nor was this laft fervant of Goep, which he fent
amongft you, (though but a ftripling like young
David) perhaps at all inferior to any of his prede-
ceflors, whether we confider his natural powers, his
acquired accomplithments, or moral and religions qualifi-
cations. He early laid in an excellent furniture for the
difcharge of the facred office. He had ftudied the
fcriptures, with the beft commentators upon them,
and that fyftem of divinity which had adopted, with
, a correctnefs

[,
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a correctnefs and accuracy, which would have done
honour to the moft aged and experienced divine. In
““ aword ; ¢ he was a {cribe well inftruéted unto the
“ kingdom of heaven : A good houfe-holder,| bring-
* ing forth out of the treafure of his ftudies and of his
“ heart, things bath new and old #. A wgrkman,
‘“ who needed not tobe athamed, rightly dividing the
“ word of truth +.” |

He had an high and honourable opinign of the
dign'ity and importance of the facred office, and
elpecially the bufinefi of preaching ; and juftly concluded,
that, if ever men are accurate in their ideas, juft in
theic reafonings, clear in their mettod, and corre@ in
their language, it ought to be when they 2ppear in the
facred defk, as the embaffadors of Curist, teaching
unto their tellow-men the way of falvation. Fe had
a mean opinion of thofe unpremeditated, extempore
effufions of uninjpired men, which pafs with many for
the beft kind of Gofpel preaching. He could not
thus ferve Gobp, and put off his hearers, with what
coft him nought; nor offer the lame and blind in facri-
fice, while there were better in the fold. His fermons
were well fludied, methodical and accurate compofitions ; and
many of them, I doubt not, would do honour to hisme-
mory, and give pleafure and edification to the church
of Curist, were they permitted to appear in print,
He was a truly evangelical preacker : 1 have often heaid
him declare, that he did not decm that to be a chriffian
Jermon, wherein the method of a finner’s falvation
through CHa1st, was not fo clearly laid open, as that the
moft ignorant and ftupid hearer might be left whoily
inexcuiable before Gop ; and I have reafon to believe,
that his pratice, as a Preacher, was agrecable to this

favourite fentiment.

[
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* Matt, xiyi, §2,
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His fcheme of practical divinity was this: ¢ That
men, by nature and fin, are corrupt, impotent and
¢ laitereatures, and muft utterly per.fh withoutthe power-
(ulaid of a Redeemer: That they muﬂ Le holy, inor-
der to their being happy: That this neceffary Goipcl
holine{s or l.whtcou'nefs muft have its toundation laid
in {piritial regencration, or a total radical change and
¢ new birth of the foul, by converfion; and that it
¢ muft be carried onunto perfection, by the fanify-
¢ ing influences of the fame Spirit,in a courfe of
¢ conftant watchful Ine(s, feli-denial and mortification,
¢ and in a diligent artendance on all the appointed
¢ mezns and ordinances- of grace : ‘That the tice
¢ mult firt be made good before its fruit can be
¢ @ood : That the fountain of the heart muft be
¢ {rll purified, before the ftrcams of life will run
¢ clear : Tlmt, by faith we muft be united to Carist
¢ asour living head, from whom we muft derive,
¢ not only a ju ’hfymsr righteoufnefs, but alfo thofe
¢ {uyolies ofm qrickning, fanctifying Spirit, which
¢ mn alone qualify us for the heavenly filicity, and
¢ maks us meet to be partakers with the faints in
:;tht. |

Hu began his miniftry among you, by a number
cf f2rmons upon this greatly important doctrine of
Aoiritual regeneration 3 and had the pleafure, I hope,of
fi L2t m'nc: cand froits of it, among fome of his hear-
ers. Mor need I tell, fuch of you, as have been
crn i.wr henrers, that this has been the conftant re-
nor of his minittry all slong,  His fingle, his unremit-
tin encdleavours was to bring you home to Gop through
Citntaey by a thoroush and effetual repentance and
converion o And T dave venture to afiirm, thaot he

bih lefr a tedimony in many of your conicicnces
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. He profecuted the delightful work of the miniftry

-with all that fpirit and zeal, which his delicate infirm
conttitution would permit; and nothing more grieved
him than when, through the languithings of nature,
he was unable to exert himfelf with that vigour he
could have withed, in the fervice of Gon and his
church. |
L1k a good fhepherd, he was deeply anxious about
the everlafting interefts of his- fleck. It is but a
few weeks ago, that e gave me a fatisfying proof
of this with tears in h:s eyes ; cxprcﬁing his tears,
that he bad little favmg fruit of his miniftry among
you. This he didin a private converfation, and in
the ‘confidence of friendfhip.

ArtHoucH his laft ficknefs was rapid in its pro-
g‘c(s, and tlattered us with hopes of his recovery, -
’til near the laft, yet we have reafon to hope that it
did not meet him unprepared.

THE morning of the day in which he died, bemg
apprehenfive of his danger, he defired me to pray
with him; after prayer obferved, how difficult a thing it
was to prepare for death on a fick bed. 1told him I fear-
ed he was over-anxious about the event of his fick-
nefs. He aniwered : By no means ; and that he had
no perplexing fears of that kind on his mind.

Sucu, my brethren, is the Paftor, fuch is the watch-
man of Ifrael, which you have loft in the Reverend
Mro Maas. Gop hath called him from you, called
him from the fervices of his church below, to the more
exalted fervices and enjoyments of the upper world.
‘Hisdivine mafterhath called him to give an account of his
Sewardflip emeng you, and to receive the rewards of
his faithful fervices, through grace. We have little
reafon to doubt, that /e hath “obtained triumph over

acat?y, and is now eatered into the joy of his Lords And
O ramember
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O remémbsr, my foul, that you mutt fhortly Zive an
account of the manner in which you have received
and improved his miniftry ! ¢ Be ye¢ therefore fol-
¢ lowers of him, even as he was alfo of CHrisT JEsus.”
Thank Gop it is not yet too late for you to recolleit
his dollrines, obey his councils, and imitate his example,
One laboureth and another entereth into his labours. The feeds
of knowledge and of piety which he hath fown among
You, may ¥et ?rmv upinto a plentiful harveft of grace
and glory, if the Lorp is pleafed to give it root in
your hearts, water it and blefs it. You are,now in-
decd, left as foeep without & fhepherd ; but O be unani-
mousandferventin praying ta the Lord of tie harvefl, that
he would fend youa faithful lakourer, whe tizay enter frito
~ the labours of his deceafed fervant, and. carry on his own
work among you ! Befeech him that ke would not fend
you a famine of the word of Gop, or remove your candlec-
Jick out of its place ; that he would not utterly take
- away from you the much abufed means of grace, but
thac he would ftill in mercy continue them with you
to his glory and your final falvation.
~ AND now, that ue who hath the refidue of the
Spirit, may not leave you deftitute, but may give
you a paflor afier his own heart ; that he may unite you
in love, and efablifhs you in fuith and holinefs unto eternal
life, may Gop, of his infinite mercy grant, for the
fake of Curisr. AMEN,






