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TO HIS EXCELLENCY
JOHN DEWINDT, Efg.

General and Commander in Chief of
the Iflands ST, EusTaTiUs, Sasa
and St. MarTIN, and Governor of
St. EusTATIUS.

SIR,

HE hor\qur .of - your acquam-

tance and- ﬁ‘néndﬂnp, ‘which
1 have enjoyed for- maﬁy yéars patt, is
indeed one, though oneof the fmalleft
" motives of my addreﬁing ‘you® in this
public manner, and putting the fol-
lowing difcourfes under your patro-
nage.

As a Chriftian magiftrate you ulti-
mately derive that dignity and autho-
rity, with which you are invefted,

| Az from
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from that glorious perfon who is re-
prefented as having this name written
on his vefture and on his thigh,
KING OF KINGS and LORD OF
LORDS*; and whom Gop hath
appointed to be head over all things,
and the head of all principality and
power for the good of his church®.
You are a dignified minifter in the
kingdom of his providence, and a
nurfing father to his church. To
whom, therefore, could I more pro-
perly addr«;fs a dchnqe of the glorious
gofpcl o€ the BieEd Jefus againft its
enemies'{han fo:ai Chriftian magiftrate,
who is. Bofh.: tB-e batural and fworn
protector’ tand. -ptotheter of the Chri-
ftian caufe and intereft among men ?

Nor ought it to be a fmall encou-
ragement to you, Sir, in the difcharge

-+ 2 Rev. xix. 16.
- ® Eph, i 22, Col. ii. 20,

of
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of this important part of the duty of
your ftation, to find that the caufe
you are engaged to promote and protect
is the caufe of Gop and of truth, A
caufe which bore up and prevailed
againft all the power and policy, the
malice and cruelty, the ridicule and
reproach of the heathen world in the
firt ages of Chriftianity. A caufe
which will endure the fevereft fcrutiny
of reafon and philofophical difquifi-
tion, and like gold, will fill appear
the brighter and purer, the more it is
tried.

I micuT alfo add, what will be
extremely obvious to your own penetra-
tion, that the firm bafis on which'(as I
hope will appear by the following
difcourfes) Chriftianity is built, lays a
high and indefeafible obligation on
every Chriftian magiftrate to exert
himfelf for promoting, both by his

A 3 example
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example and authority, that pure mo-
rality which the gofpel teaches, and
for fuppreffing every fpecies of public
vice and diforder, which is fo great
and juft a reproach to any Chriftian
people.

~ As Chriftianity has a moft friendly
afpect upon all the true interefts of
human fociety, fo it {fmiles with dif-
tinguithed favour upon all lawful,
civil authority, It gives a kind of
divine right to the powers of this
world, lawfully eftablithed, and a&ing
according to the true defign of their
inftitution, It makes them a kind of
minifters and  vice-gerents of the
Deity, bearing fomething of his image
in majefty and authority, and repre-
fenting his power and juftice among
men. It crowns them with a dif-
tinguithed honour, and entitles them
not only to tribute, but alfo to reve-
: rence,
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rence, regard and an almoft unlimited
obedience from their fubjects, and that
not only from fear, but alfo for con-
{cience fake .

AN inftitution therefore fo favouras
ble to the civil magiftracy fhould cer-
tainly engage every gentleman, who
fuftains the honour, and bears the
commiffion of a Chriftian magiftrate,
from a principle of gratitude as well
as of juftice and duty, to watch with
cordial affetion and unwearied affie
duity, over its beft interefts. To ufe
every endeavour in his power to render
that pame and religion honourable
which puts fuch a diftinguithed ho-
nour upon himfelf. And this may be
the more reafonably expected from the
Chriftian m- ftrate, when it is confi-
dered, that the Chriftian revelation
declareth this to be one very impor-

¢ Rom. xiii, 1—7,

A 4 tant
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tant end and defign of his office, and
that Gop hath furnithed him with
dignity and authority, exprefly for this
purpofe, when it is confidered that he
beareth not the fword of civil power in
vain, but is the minifter of Gop, a
revenger to execute wrath on him that
. doeth evil, and that governors are fent
by Gop for the punifhment of evil-
doers, and for the praife of them that
do well °.

I muft confefs, I have a fenfible plea-
fure in refleting, that while I am ufing
this freedom of {peech, in an epiftle de-
dicatory to a magiftrate of diftinction,
I am ufing it to a Chriftian magiftrate.
To one who is, in many refpedts, a
friend to the religion he profefles ; and
to one on whofe probity and humanity
I might have filled many pages with
juft panegyric; but I imagined that

4 Rom, xiii. x—7. 1 Pet.iic 14

fuch
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fach hints as thefe were more agreeas
‘ble to that plainnefs and fimplicity of
fpirit which, on all occafions, become
a minifter of Chrift; and I fincerely
hope that, to a perfon of your excel-
lency’s good fenfe, they will not afford
a lefs expreffive teftimony of that true
and unfeigned efteem and regard with
which Iam,

SIR,
Your moft faithful,
moft devoted, and
moft obedient

humble fervant,

HUGH KNOX.
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TH E prefent growth and progrefs of infidelityy

and the great difingenuity of infidels in repeat-
ing old objections, which have been long ago ane
Jwered and confuted, and in coining new onmes,
which bave more of fbew than of fubflance, gpemder
the defence of Chriftianity of almyt peietual
neceffity in every age and in every cornerbg the
Chriflian world: And I am perfuaded thet mo
bearty and intelligent Chriflian will ever imigine,
that works, which have a tendency to illufirate and
eonfirm the great arguments for the truth of Chris
Slianity, can be too much multiplied, even although
they fbould have ns great fbare of originality.

“ The firft feven difeourfes, or (as perbaps they
may be more properly termed) effays in this colleétions
are upon a fubjell of confefledly great importamce.
If there is a Gop 5 if he is the moral gevernor of
the rational world ; if mankind are his moral fub-
Jjedls, and accountadle to him for their moral cons
duél if their fouls are immortal, and will be
either vewarded or punifbed in a fut.re flate, ac-
cording to their moral condus? in the prefent, and
1 bekieve that no fenfitle, intelligent deift will
difpute the truth of any of thefe propofitions, tien
religion is a ferious thing, a matter of iufizite and

uriverful
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untverfal concerrment among men! If the five
articles of the celebrated Lord Herbert, the prince
of modern deifls, are conceded to and allowed ; firfly
that there is one fupreme Gop ; fecondly, that he is
chiefly to be worfhipped ; thirdly, thut piety and
virtue is the principal part of his waithip;
Jfouribly, that we mutt repent of our fins, and
that if we do fo Gop will pardon them ; and
JSifthly, that there are rewards for good men and
punithments for bad men in a future ftate of
- exiftence : 1 fay, if thefe five artic'es are granted,
and even Lord Herbert bimfelf offirms, that thefe
articles have keen univerfally belicved by mankind,
in all ages and natisns of the world, no creature,
poffeffed of a raticnal foul, can poffibly have any
Jult foundation for ridiculing or defpifing religion ;
but, on the comirary, if he thinks juftly, muft con-
JSider bimfelf as baving an intimate and perf.nal
concern 1n it.

Now all the particular religlons, or rather
mades of religion, which have ever appeared in the -
world may be reduced to the following, viz. Paga-
nifm, Judaifm, (10 which may be joined the patri-
archal reiigion) Chritianity, and pure deifm, or
what fome chufe ratier to te-m, the religion of na-
ture, Thefe have divided the wirld aming ft them -
JSince the carliift accounts of antiquity 5 and feeing, -
- there is fuch a thing as true religion in the world,
and that this truc religion is [ome where or other
to be found among thofe alreaily mentioned, and
that it is a maiter of great moment to know where
this true religion is to be found, the invefligation of
this comcerning truth is certainly a labour worthy
the noble pow:rs and faculties of the human foyl.

Paganifm is, doubtlefls, wholly out of the quef-
tion, and can bhave no plaufible tretenfion to be the

N true
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true religion.  FWratever a late nobleman may have
advanced in fuvour of its being the primitive reli-
gion, it bears upon it all the marks and charaélers
rof error, ignorance and the blindeft fuperfl.tion.
7 And whill the kn:wledge of the unity and per-
feélien of the divine nut.re continues among a
civilized people, ther: is little danger of its ever
finding a fi-gle advo.ate, uniess in juch a writer as
Mr. H—-e.
4s for Mahometifm, it is fuch an arrant and
bare-faced in.pofiure, fuch a jumiled a:d confuf-d
mediey of JFudaifim, Gentilifn and Chviftianity, of
truth and falfbo.d, of fe-fe and non fenfey of pro-
babilities, and a'fr1d und tlafplemous puerilities,
that there is littie danger of its ever extenaing be-
yond the confines of flavery and ignovamce, The
gfe of its funder, norwithflanding what Mr.
ale and fouie 0:hers have veniurea to fay In favour
of his moral charaétcr, is not cnly u contradiflion
to all bis buld and b'aphemous pretenfi.n:y but even
a difgrace to human nature itfelf.  Ignrant, bold,
daring, infolont, rasacious, cruel, oppreffive, ty-
rannical, fenfual, libidinous, vain, ambitisus, de-
ceitful ard intclerably impisus and profine, are
-epizncts peculiarly appropriated to that crafty Arab,
who fi. /! brouched and propagated that religion
which now bears his nime. And if we examine
the Koran or Alcoran, the book of his pretended
revelations, we fhall find, that (excepting a few
jut nitions and found merals, pilfered from the
Jewfb and Ctriflian revelutions” by Mahomet’s -
co-adjutors in bis impofiure) it contains nothing
but abfurd dofirines, cirrupt meorals, and childifb
Jfalles, and is indied, upon the whole, fo mon-
Sroufly incredibl: and unwarthy of Gob, that it is

T greaty amgzing bow it wvir gaiied credit with the
Uy Vo7
"Nt
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groffeff underflandings. That it has, however,
gained fuch credit, and extended stfelf over a great
part of the world is indifputable : And leff this its
amaging fpread and long continuance fhould be
deemed by fome ignorant pcople anm argument in its
bebalf, and fbould [iem to have the fame weight and
Jorce in favour of Mahometilm, as we alledge the
Jame arguments to have in favour of Chriftianity,
‘the genius of the two religions, and the manner of
gheir propagation; ought well to be confidered.
Attend therefore carefully to the fo:liwing charaélers
of oppofition which appear prima frome between
the religion of Jrsus and that of Mahomet.
The religion of CHRIST is pure, fevere and [elf-
denying ; that cf Mahomet fenfual and indulgent
20 the irregular paffions and appetites of men ;
tolerating, nay, enjoining revenge, perfecution,
polygamy and diverce 5 promifing fuccefs in rapine,
and a future paradife of grofs fenfual delights;
enfuring falvation to all, even to the wvery devils,
who fhould inly believe the Koran,  The religion of
CHRIST was fir/l propagated without the aid of
worldly power, proteéiion, wifdom and eloguence ;
yea, againfi the influence of all thefe, by the dint of
truth, the evidence of miracles and prophefies, and
a patient continuance in well-d.ing under an une,
paralieled load of irjuries, reproaches, affiictions,
perfecutions and martyrdoms : Mahomet rightly
difclaimed all pretenfins of working public mina-
cles, and pretended that Gop had fent him' 1o
profelyte mankind by the edge of the fword; accord-
ingly be levied an army, and fet about converting
the world by this bard and unanfwerable argument,
BELIEVE OR DIE, /bewing no mercy to infidels,
and threatning with bell  fuch of bis foldicrs as
did 5 tbus relying mare an the fuccefs of his arms,

‘ than

K
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than the truth and evidence of his pretended reves
lations. The Chriftian religion was firjl propa-
gated in the moft learned and enlightened parts of
the earth, fuch as Judea, Rome and Greece:
The religion of Mahomet in the darkeft and moft
barbarous, and bad its firf?, and indeed its com-
tinued triumphs over the groffeft beathen ignorance
and fuperfiition; and as fur the few Chriflians
which went quer to him, they were litile better
than their heathen meighbours, being either grofly
ignorant, or apofiates from the Chriftian church
while it was torn and rent by the Neftorean and
Eutichean herefies. The Chriftian religion flees
not the light, fbuns not the [evereff feruting and
examination 3 nay, appeals to biftory and to the
Jenfes and reafon of mankind for a proof of its
reafonablenefs and veracity. It is fo far from
apprebending any danger of being convified of
Jfalfbood or impofture, of abfurdity or incredibility,
that it commands its votaries and difciples to fearch
ity to try its pretenfions, to examine whether the
maliers it contains are })/b or not, to prove all things
and hold faft that which is beft. Yea, if I may
Jo exprefs myfelf, it glories in being compared with
all other religions, peing, as it were, confeious
that its truth muft finally prevail, and that it
cannot be a lofer but a gainer by fuch cimparifons
whereas Mahometifm fbuns the light as its mortal
enemy, Jbelters itfelf under the wings of darknefs
and ignorance, and bas its firong hold in a blind
and_implicit faith.  The prophet of Mecca ex=
prefily forbids all bis difciples to difpute about reli-
gion, otherwife than by cutting off the heads of

infidels and gainfayers. :
And now, wken all thefe things are well confi-
dered, we fball not much wonder at the [pread
‘ and

©
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and continuance of Mabometifm in the eaft, not«
withflanding all its abfurdities ; ingrafted as it
was by the edge of the fword on ignorance and
flavery, and [o artfully accommodated to the pre-
vailing tafle and genius of the Arabs and Afiatics,
among whom it was firfl propagated, and over whom .
it flill continues to bold its ufurped reign: Nor fhall
we wonder why the [pread of Chriftianity, under
its peculiar circumflances, fhould be efleemed a great
miracle, and a fubflantial argument of its truth
and divine original.

Againy if we examine Judaifm we fhall find,
that, notwithflanding it bears all the charallers of
antiquity, divinity and truth, yet it is, at prefent,
an obfolete and fuperannuated religion. I the
Mefliah, early promifed to that nation, and long
expecied by it, is not already come, there is no rational
profpect of bis coming at all. Al the periods fixed
by the ancient rabbies to the prophefies of that
remarkable event are lomg fiace expired: The
fcepire is long ago departed frem Judah, and
therefore, either the Shilo is come, or the prophefy
is void, and that too according to the explanations of
their cwn ancient doftors®.  The famsus feventy
weeks prophefy of Daniel, which was allowed by
all the mofi noted rabbies of antiquity to point out
the time of the Mcfliah’s coming, and which, to-
gether wub other prediftions, raifed [o general an
expeciation of bis advent among the Fews about the
. time of Chriff’s incarnation, is expired above feven-
teen hundred years ago, according to all the inter-
pretations which bave or can be reafonably put upon
1%  The ancient rabbies were fi poficive that
the Melizh was to appear at the exgiration of

a Gen, xlix. 1c, b Dan, ix. 24, &c.

thefe
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thife feventy weeks, or four hundred and ninety
prophetic years, that Nehumias, who flourifbed
about fifty years before the birth of Chriff, publicly
declared, that the Meffiah’s advent, according to
this prophecy of Daniel, could not be protracted
above fifty years after that time. And as to that
part of the prophecy which foretels the defiruction of
the city of Jerufalem and of the fanétuary, Jo-
fephus exprefily applies it to his oton times, and to
the war of Vefpafian©. It is alfo well known ta
bave been the current opiniom of the ancient Jews,
that the Mefliah was to make bis appearance among
2hein duriig the fecond temple; and to fll it with
bis glory, and render it far more honotirable by bis
perfonal prefence and inbabitation than ever was the
firlt temple built by Solomon, notwithflanding its
great inferiority upon every otker account®. But
now it is indifputable that ‘Titus razed this fecond
demple to the wvery foundation, and caufed Turnus
Rufus t0 draw a plow cver the place where it
wfood, by which aliion that remarkable prophecy was
fterally accomplifped, Zion fhall be plowed like a
field. And that all the atteinpts of the Fews to
rebuild it aft.rwards, by the favour and affifiance
o{ the Emperor Julian, were 02in and ineffectual.

o that- cither the Meffiab is come . near eighteen
hundred years ago, or clfe thefe prophecies are void;
énd the Jews can havé no reafonable expeciation of
bis coming at all.

- Befides, a number of other circumflances render
it impoffible fir the Jews, at this day, to obferve

€ Jof. lib. x. chap. 12.
4 Hag. ii; 69, Mal. iii, 14

Voi. L s * their
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their laws or know the Mefliah, if be were yet ig
come.  They bave no temple, no facrifice, nor any
polity or civil government of their own, and confe-
quently the greater part of their ceremonial and
vjudicial laws are ipfa falto abrogated and wiid.
Their Mefliah was to defiend lineally from David,
in the tribe of Judah, and to be borm in Bethe
lehem; but at prifent they have no part of Ephras
tah, and their tribes and fumilies are fo confi
that they can have no certainty in this matter,
and therefore, muft be expofed to umavoidable delu<.
ons. .
a On the whole it appears, that the Fewifh reli
gion, however true and divine in itfelf, is at pre-
fent objolete and wholly out of date. That either
the whole is a fable (which none, I bope, will dare
to affert, who carefully enquire into ifs evidences)
or that their Meffiah is already comey howeven
difowned by the body of that people, their ceremo-
nial law abolifbed, and a more pure, fpiritual and-
extenfive difpenfation founded on fts ruins.

It remains, therefore, that the conteft about true.
religion lies in a very narrow compafsy and is wholly.
between Chriflians and Deifls, or the votaries of

* matural religion.  The firft feven difcourfes are an
attempt to bring the chief arguments in favour of
Chiiflianity into as narrew a compafs- as is well
confifient With perfpicuily, and to anfwer [ome ofs.
the chief cbjecisons which the Deifts have offered
againft a written revelation, 1 dare not venture
2o fay that they contain amy thing truly original,
and 1 am deeply fenfible that they have many defects.
They are [o far from being a full and compleat de-
Jence of Chriflianity, that many excellent arga-
- S s menks

~
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wmmts are but flightly, if at all touched upon, par-
ticularly that of prophecy *.

In thefe dijeourfes I have fludioufly avoided the
pomp of larding the margin with references ; be=
caufe I apprebended that to the liarned fuch refe-
vences would be unncceffary, and to others ufclefs.

I have in fome places fubjiined a few notes,
either to clear up fome difficulty, or to illufirate and
confirm fome particular fentiment or opinion in the
difcourfes. : '

In a word, the chief defign of thefe difcourfes is
ot fo much to beget and perfelt a full conviction of
the truth of Chriflianity, and to anfwer cvery
vavilling. objection which a fubtle fophift might urge
againfl revealed religion, as to confirm belicvers in
their moft boly faithy to guard youth againfl the
mares and temptations of infidelity, and, if poffible,
S0 far to awaken perfons of loofe and feeptical prin-
ciples, as that they might be engaged ferioufly to
atiend to the nature and confequences of their
vpinions, and candidly to fludy the argument, as it
#s bandled more largely and circumfiantially by other
writers.

Whoever would defire to enter into the merits of
-the caufe, and o fee what the friends of Chri-
Sianity bhave to fay in favour of their religion,
may (paffing over Origen againl Cellus and
vther ancient Chriffian  apologifis) find ample
fetisfattion from a legion of late and modern
writers. If we go a century backwards we may
tonfult Hugo Grotius’s excellent traft on the

® T am glad I am able to recommend to the curi-
ous reader, an excellent difcourfe lately publifhed on
this argument by the Rev. Gregory Sharpe, LL.D.
Fellow of the Royal and Antiquarian Societies.

a2 ‘ truth

)
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truth of the Chriftian religion ; Huetius’s des
monftratio Evangelica; Ldrd 'Dupleflis on the
[fame fubject; Mr. Halliburton againff Lord
.Herbert; Mr. Locke’s reafonablencfs of the
Chriftian religion ;' Mr. Richard Baxter on the
Jame fubjeé?, and” Bp. Siillingfleet’s Originz
Sacr ; 1o which may be added, many things in the
writings of the immortal Sir I{aac Newton, and of
that indefatigable fearcher into the works of nature
Sir Robert Boyle, in favour of Chriftianity. '
Of fomewhat later date are the ingenious Addi-
fon, the profound Welk, and the judicious Lyt-
tleton, three fhining ornaments of the Chriftian
- religion, and - excellent advacates of the Chriftran
cau 2. . v . L
éut as the latef! writings are, generally fpeak-
ing, the befl, I would "earneftly recommend it to
thofe who are infecied with the plague of infidelity,
* %0 perufe and digeft the reverend M. John Leland’s
view of the principal deiftical writers; the learned
and judicious Dr. Lardner’s credibility of the
gofpel hiflory ; the late worthy Bifbop of Lons
don’s paftoral letters and difcourfes; Jackfon’s,
Sykes’s, Fofter’s, Jortin’s and Stebbings’s dif-
courfes on the truth of theé Chriftian seligion, .
There are alfo & number ‘of other authorsy who,
bave wrote exccllntly in favour of the Chriftian
religion, and againfl its adverfaries, and which an
boneft enquirer after truth will not fail to be inp
formed of, ard to confult upon occafim. 1 havé
only ‘particularized, thefe few that nome of my
teaders may be left ignorant of thofe authors from
whom they may expeél to meet with full [atisfaction
in this important argument, and in whomall the des
Jiciencies of thefe difeourfes are abundantly fupplied.
¢ I bad almoft firgot 1o leave a confefion with
R R A
v/
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y readery which may be deemed no lefs prudemt
and. convenient, than it is bonefl and ingenuouss
“‘and that is, that I bave been indebted to other
‘writers for many thoughts, and fome entire f[en-
tences and paragraphs, efpecially in the firft, third
and fourth of “thefe difcourfes ; but as thefe have
been promifcuoufly “extralled by fhort notes, from
a variety of authors many years ago, when I firf?
Sludied the argument, 1 am not at prefent able to
‘make my particular acknowledgments, . "
s the contempt of the Chriflian clergy may
e confidered in different refpelts; both as a caufe
aund an ¢fec? of infidelity, I bave endeavoured to
‘make it appear in the eighth difcourfe, that the
preachers of Chriftianity are not that defpicable and
ufelefs order of mem which fome of the Deifts re-
prefent them 5 but that, on the contrary, fo far as
they alt agreeable ‘to their facred office, they are
Jriends tq mankind, valuable and ufeful members'of
JJociety, and are, thereforé, intitled to a fuitable
degree of refpect and eftcem for their work's fake.
And as the neglelt of public wirfbip, or a
Jorfaking of the affembling ourfelves together, may
be confidered much in the fame light with the con-
tempt of the Chriftian clergy, I have taken fome
pains in the ninth difcourfe 1o fbew the advantages
of public worfbip, and the cbligations wé lie under
30 frequent it. oo C
" The three following difecourfes on family religion
are plain and praciical. They attempt the elucida-
sion and enforcement of one of the greateft and moft
dmportant duties of a Chiriflian parent or mafler of.
a family. And as the timely and proper religious
education of youth, and a conflant courje of [erious
dxemplary devotion maintained in families, tend
§reasly 10 preferye the rifing gensration from liber=
e o rferue iy emraion from
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tinifm and infidelitys and as the neglect of thefe
cannot but have a pernicious influence on the tnterefis
‘of religion and morality in the world 3 fo far thefe
,%mrﬁ: may be reafomably prefumed to fubferve
the caufe iof Chriftianityy and promote its “in:erefls
an the world. Towards the conclufion of the fecond of
thefe difcourfes, 1 have infifted pretty largely upon &
dmty exceedingly neglecled among thefe iflands, namely,
bearty and diligent eundeavours to inflrud? and
chriftianize our heatgen flaves. The fubflance o{ this
difcourfe was delivered to the peaple of my charge,
Jhortly after my arrival in the Weft Indies, and
tbe experience and obfervation of near nime years
elapfed fince that time, confirm me in the fame [en-
timents, and make this humane and charitable duty |
appear to me equally obligatory, equally practicable,
and equally uf-ful and important at this day, as it
did then. I am daily more and more convinced,
that that remarkable corruption of manners which
Prevails in thefe tflands, bas its fource among our
heathen flaves, who vitiate the tafle, debauch the
principles, and corrupt the manners of our youth of
< both fessy from. their very infancy; and that a
gemeral reformation of manners muft  beging by
throwing the falt of Chriftian knowledge and prin-
cipl s into this poll-t.d fountain 5 though Iam deeply
Jenfible, at the fame time, that this is never like to
be don+ without a greater degree of zeal for the
interefls o religion and moality in the mafters and
own-rs of flives, than appears any where among us
at prefent, and .hat, all things confidered, fuch a
gencral vefi-mation of manners is a thing rather to
be d:fi ed than cspelied.

As for the few plain difcourfes which follow, 1
ean give little other reafon fr alding them to- the
prefent colleciion than that they appeared to me 2@

: ' e
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be on fubjells of fome importance, and that bein
chiefly of a plain and practical nature, they mig
Juit the tafle, underftanding and circumflances of a
certain clafs of readers, and might prove fome
compe-fation to them fir the toil of perufing the
Jore;oing fpeculative difcourfes, whichare, perbaps,
not very level to their capa.ities.

I bhave nothing farther to add, but my mof
earneft and hearty prayers to t'e faiber of lights
and 2he fource of all divine influenc:s, that he
would be pleafed to a:company thefe difcourfes with a
divine and cffeClual blffing, and render them, in
Jome degree, fubfervient to ibe honour of bis great
name, and to the confirmation and efiablifbment o
mankind in he belief and obedience of bis fon’s
everlafting gofpel 5 and if but ome of the meanefi of
Gonb’s human creatures fhould recerve an advantage
of this kind from the perufal of them, I fball efteem
gl my labour abundantly recompenced,



Prefumptive arguments for the truth of
the Chriftian revelation.

1 PETER iii. 15.

————Be ready always to give an aZw:r 10 every
man that afketh you a reafon of the hope that is
in youy with mecknefs and fegr. i

THE apoftle fets it before him, as one of
bis principal defigns in this epiftle, to -
fortify the minds of Chriftians againft the fe-
vere perfecutions which he forefaw weére com-
ing upon the church, that they might be ena-
bled to give an honourable teftimony to the
truth of Chriftianity, and recommend it to
others by the moft fubftantial motives, For this
purpofe, he perfuades them in our text, to
fan&lify the Lorp Gob in their hearts ; to be~
have towards him continually with that reve-
rence, with that dutiful and obedient regard
which his unequalled perfe@ions and glories

Vor. I. B . demand};
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demand ; this being the only method to engage
his powerful fupport and proteftion under all
the miferies of prefent life, and to embolden
their minds againft sny dangers and fufferings
to which the profeflion of his religion might
expofe them, by infpiring them with a firm and
unfhaken confidence in the favour of that Gop
whom they thus fan&ified and revered in their
hearts :~~And then, with regard to their ene-
mies and perfecutors, he perfuades them to be
always ready and prepared to make them a ra-
tional apolegy for their Chriftian hope and pro-
feflion ; be always ready, fays he, to give an
anfwer to every man who afketh you a reafon
of the hope that is in you, with that reve-
rence, temper, and meeknefs of fpirit, which
becomes: the fpirit and genius of that holy reli~
gion you defend. The word which our tran-
{lators render an amfwer is awersyix in the
greek original, which fignifies an apology, or a
rational dg‘erm.
 THE Chriftian hope is a very glorious and
exalted hope; it is fo fuperlatively great, that
the unbelieving world efteems it abfurd and ri-
diculous, that Gop fhould be fuppofed to make
fuch great and precious promifes ta finners,
be at' fo much pains and expence to redeem
them, and make fuch grand preparations for
their future happinefs. But as the heavens are
higher than the earth, fo Gobp’s thoughts are
infinitely above the thoughts of infidels, and
his ways above their ways. However, it is the
indifpenfible duty of  the . Chriftian, both for
his own fatisfaétion, and to ftop the mouths of
gainfayers, to be well acquainted with the con-
b ¢ tents
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tents and evidences of his holy religion, that
he may be able and ready upon any occafion to
render a reafon of the faith and hope that is in
him ;—to fthew why he believes the fcriptures of
the old and new teftaments are the word of
Gob ;—wherefore he believes that Chriftianity -
is the only true religion,~—and why he is dil{
pofed to hope for falvation from CHRisT, ra.
ther than from Mabomet, or Aly, or Confucius,
or any other who has made pretences of a di-
vine commiffion to inftru&t mankind in the
way of virtue and happinefs, and to glory in
being thought fingular in their religious opi-"
nions,

I iNTEND in fome plain- difcourfes to fhew
the credibility and certainty of the divine revela-
tion, that the fcriptures of the old and new
teftaments are’ indeed and in truth the word
and oracles of the living Gop ;~a ray of ce-
leftial light, proceeding from the throne of
Gonp, the father of lights, and fhining in this
dark and benighted world, to dire& its finful
inhabitants in the way of truth and eternal life ;
and confequently, that by reje@ing this light
which came down from heaven, when its evi-
dences are fairly and " clearly propounded to us,
we incur a beav;{ guilt, and will procure
unto ourfelves a juft and aggravated condemna-
tion.

Frowm this text, I will xft. fuggeft fome pre-
fumptive arguments, which, if duly weighed,
muft firongly difpofe every honeft and intelli-
gent perfon to embrace the holy fcriptures, as a
revelation coming from God ; and, 2dly. anfwer
fome objections, which are alledged by infidels,

- B2 againtt



4  SERMON'TL
againft revelation in general, and the Chriftian
revelation in particular. ' ’

I. I wouLrp fuggeft fome prefumptive argu-
ments which, if duly weighed, muft ftrongly
difpofe every honeft and intelligent perfon to
embrace the holy fcriptures,” as a revelation
coming from God. And to-this purpofe, let
the following train of reafonings be confi-
dered.

WE readily grant that there muft be fuch a
thing as natural religion prior to revelation,
and which every revelation muft fuppofe. Let
us now examine by what means the human',
mind comes to the knowledge of natural reli-
gion, and what are its obligations ; and from
hence we fhall be the better enabled to judge of
its defe&s, in ‘the prefent ftate of things, and
of the expediency and neceffity of a farther re-
velation from Gobp ; and what are the proper
marks and chara&ers of fuch a revelation, and
confequently, whether our fcriptures may pre-
tend to be this revelation.

I BEGIN then with myfelf; and I take it for :
granted, that I am confcious of my own exift-
ence; for if thefe perceptions of my mind,
whereby I obtain this confcioufiiefs, may de-
ceive me, then there is an end of all certainty,
its very foundation being razed : For if I ma
doubt that I exift, there is nothing elfe of which
I can be certain. And as Iam certain that I
exift, fo I am equally certain that I do not exift
neceflarily, but that I poffefs only a borrowed
and dependent exiftence, an exiftence which

: can
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can. be traced but a few years backwards®, and
which having had a beginning, muft needs have
" had. a caufe of exiftence without itfelf, feeing

* As to the notion of the pre-exiftence of human
fouls, and their metemphycofis, or their pafling from
an unimbodied to an imbodied flate, or migrating
from one body to another, whatever difficulties it
might be fuppofed to folve in' the fchools of Plase
and Pythagoras, about the. origin of moral evil, or
about the gradual trial and purification of the foul,
by a feries of tranfmigration; yet, as all the pbe-
momena of the moral world are folved by the Chrif
tian fcheme without it, and as it feems to have no
foundation in fcripture, fo I conceive it is too abfurd
and irrational to have a place in found philofophy.
‘That an immaterial fpirit, whofe eflential property it
feems to be, to be confcious, to refle upon its own
confcioufnefs, and to retain a remembrance of for-
mer conceptions and refleions, fhould entirely lofe
all remembrance of former exiftence, by migrating
from one ftate to another, feems to require a poetic
Lgthé to render it probable. . If this may be granted,
then we'may agree on the fame principles, that after
the laft migration the foul will lofe all. remembrance
of prefent things and ations, Which muft over-
throw the very foundation even of natural religion,
as it muft render ‘all future judgement and future re-
wards and punithments impoffible.

*BuT let this be as it will, it cannot affe& the pre-
fent argument; fecing: that whether we. allow the
pre-exiftence of human fouls or not, fijl we fhall be
conftrained to admit that they are not felf originate .
and felf-exiftent, and therefore, that they are created
fpirits, who depend upon fome being without them,
as the caufe of their exiftence, which muft infallibly
lead the mind back to fome eternal, felf-exiftent be-
ing, which we call Gop. ’

: B3 nothing



6 SERMON 1.

nothing can be the caufe of its own exiftence,
But whatever was the caufe of my exiftence,
muft needs have in itfelf all thofe perfeQions
which it has communicated to me, either vir-
tually or formally, and that too in a fuperlative
and-eminent degree ; feeing there is no maxim
more felf-evident than this, that no being can
sonfer any perfections upom another, which it does
not poffefs stfelf. But as 1 difcover fomething
within myfelf, whofe operations exceed all the
known laws and powers of matter ; fomething
which underftands, wills, choofes, refle&s upon
itfelf, forms abftraQed ideas, and draws ma-
thematical conclufions from premifes, which
feem to have no protdtypes in the material
world, and therefore fomething diftin& from
matter, which we call a fpirit; therefore I.
conclude, that the caufe of my exiftence is en-
duéd with thefe powers and properties in a moft
eminent manner, and that he is a mof perfec?.
Jpirit.  If the caufe of my exiftence was a-
created fpirit, he muft alfo have fome caufe of
his exiftence, and fo on till fome firft caufe,
which firft caufe mult be uncreated, felf-exift-
ent, felf-fufficient, and eternal. And as this
firft caufe can neither depend on his own power .
or will, or the power or will of any other, for
“his being and perfeétions; hence it follows,
that he never can ceafe to be what he is, but
that he was, and is, and ever fhall be, invaria-
bly and unchangeably the fame. _
AGAiIN, when I examine the curious frame
end contexture of my body, and the powers
and properties of my foul: When I look

ahead, and take a furvey of the material
world
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world around me; of the grandeur and im-
menfity of the divine works and the vifible
harmony and order which reigns amongft them :
When 1 refle® on the various ranks and orders
of fenfitive natures, and confider how wonder-.
fully they are adapted to the various elements in
which they live; how they are taught by fome
furprizing inftin&, to propagate their kind, to
fhun their enemies, and to look for their fub--
fitance, and how many wonderful refources
" there are in nature for fupplying the wants of

all living creatures, I cannot gut be ftruck with
a deep conviQion of the infinite power, wif-
dom and goodnefs, and of the univirfal
care and providence of that being who is the
caufe of my exiltence, and upon whom, I
myfelf, and a univerfe of other dependant
* beings, continually hang for exiftence and fup-
port.

AcAiN, when I confider the relation in
which I ftand to this prime and independant
fpirit, and my fellow fpirits around me, as they
are cloathed in flefh, I am immediately con-
vinced of certain duties, which I owe to the
one and to the other; or of a certain fitnefs
and unfitnefs in temper and behaviour, founded
upon thefe relations. For inftance, I am con-
vinced that it is fit and right I fhould love and
reverence that being which is the caufe of my’
exiftence, and the author of all my merciess:
and that it would be infinitely wrong and un-
fitin me to hate and defpife him :—That it is
right and fit I fhould love my fellow creatures,
and treat them with equity and mercy, and that

B4 g
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to do ‘the contrary, would be very wrong and -
unfit. Thus I am convinced of moral obliga-
tion.

ONCE more, when I refle€ upon the con-
ftitution of my own mind, I find within my-
felf a moral fenfe, or a natural confcience, "
which appears evidently to be interwoven with
the very frame of my nature, by which I have
a fenfible feeling of the beauty of moral in-
tegrity, and ‘am naturally prompted to thofe
adtions which are right and fit ; and by which [
have a feeling fenfe of the deformity of moral
turpitude, and am naturally difgufted at thofe
adtions which are wrong and unfit. Now when
I confider this fountain being, as the caufe of
thefe relations, and the fitnefles' arifing from
them; and when, at the fame time, I refle&
upen ‘this moral fenfe within myfelf,. as im-
planted there by him who gave me my being;
1 can o longer doubt but that it is the will of
Gop, that 1 fhould a& confonantly to this rea-
fon of things, and obey thefe diltates of na-
tural confcience which he hath planted within
_ mey as the law of my creation. This then is
the foundation of religious obligation ; and thisis
the fource of all thofe virtues, moral and di-
vine, civil, focial and domeftic, which have
been taught by the beft heathen philofophers, and
which are more fully tatght and more power- -
fully inforced in the Chriftian revelation.

Y fuch a procefs as this, the human mijnd,
by its own natural light, may arife to the
knowledge of a Gop, and of the duties and
obligations of, what we call, natural religion;
and' perhaps had man continued in a ftate of

reftitude

—
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‘re@itude ‘and’ perfe@tion, this natural religion:

would have been fufficient for his direttion and

l(s;appinefs, witheut any farther revelation from
op. : : -

BuT, if we confider, the prefent univerfal
degeneracy and corruption of mankind, which
many even of the wifer Pagans have acknow-
ledged and bewailed ; that natural blindnefs of
mind, perverfenefs of will and ignorance of
Gop, which overfpreads the whole heathen
world ; we fhall foon be convinced that the
light of reafon, or natural religion is -not fuf-
ficient to bring mankind to the true knowledge
and obedience of Gop; and confequently,
that a further revelation of Gop's will is ne-
ceflary and expedient for this purpofe. :

A THOUSAND to one of the whole heathen’
world in all ages, have had no juft notions of
Gonp at all; but have lived in the grofleft ig-
norance and idolatry ; worfhipping the fun,’
moon and ftars, birds, beafts, fifhes, plants,
infeéts. And as a confequence of this igno-"
rance of the true Gop, they have lived in the
moft unnatural and deteftable vices, a cata-
logue of which we have recorded by the apotle,
Rom. i. 29, &c. And even the few philofophers
among them who arrived to the greateft emi-
nency in the knowledge of natural religion,
give us but a poor defeétive fyftem of morality,
and entertain fome very unworthy notions about
Gob. Cicero, who has wrote a whole book
about the nature of the Gods, fcarce fays any
thing pofitive, and not a fingle word about the
life to come, but takes up his whole time in
confuting the opinions of others, Seneca ;]el!s'

them

\
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them to worfhip Gop who know him, and:
ufes this ignorant and prefumptuous expreflion,
among -many others of the fame ftamp, ¢ Let
philofopby make me equal with God.” Varre
reckons up two bundred and eighty-eight different
opinions concerning the chief good; and not
one of thefe opinions makes it to confit in the
eternal enjoyment of Gob. Famblicus, a Pla-
tonic philofopher, has this remarkable faying,
It is not eafy, fays be, to know what God will be
pleafed with, s we be immediately infiruéted by
bimfelf, or by fome perfon be bas converfed with s
which is as good as confeffing the neceflity of a
divine revelation. Epifietus fays, Every one
mufl facrifice according to the cufiom of his country,
Mot of them plead for felf-murder, and feveral
other unnatural vices. Very few of them ac-
knowledge the unity of the Godhead, and the
few that did fo, were reputed Atheifts. Many
of them, indeed, taught a fpecious and fhining
morality, but it was defltitute of fufficient mo-
tives, or folid principles. A contralted felf-
love, or, at fartheft, a regard to the external
advantages of fociety, were the only principles
which lay at the bottom of all their fhining
virtues ; for they feem to have had no regard to
the future rewards of virtue, nor any certain
belief of a life to come.

AND now, if thefe greateft lights of the
heathen world were fo full of darknefs, what
can we expeét from the mere unaffifted light of
nature, in matters of religion? If a few infi-
dels in Chriftendom have fpoke more juftly of
Gop and morality, than thefe mafters of the
heathen world, it is not becaufe they have ex-.

celled
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telled them in reafon or deep thinking ; but be
caufe they they have learned thefe jufter notions
from that very revelation, which they ungrate.
fully turn into ridicule and contempt.

BuT let us, for argument’s fake, grant it
poflible, that fome mere man fhould be ena<
bled, by the light of mature, to make a clear
difcovery of the will of Gop, and reprefent
mens obligations idPthe full extent; or, let us
fuppofe, that fuch a fyflem of truths and du-
ties as this, could be colle@ted from all the mo-
ral writings of the heathen world ; yet fuch a
fyftem of religion, in order to prevail againft’
vice, and accomplith a general reformation in
the world, would require the marks of a pro-
per authority to awaken men to confideration,
and fubdue their hearts to obedience.

How excellent {foever reafon is in itfelf, and
how much foever it may be the boaft, glory,
and idol of man, yet it is moft certain, that,
in the prefent ftate, it is a very doubtful and
uncertain thing. It is fo often mimicked by
counterfeit appearances, and fo much clouded
by luft, paffion, prejudice, and private intereft ;
that we can fcarcely difcern it, and even when
we do difcern it, we can fearcely diftinguifh it
ftom illufion. Reafon was one thing in the
fchool of Sacrates, and another in that of Epi-
curus. ‘The Stoicks, the Platonifis, and the
Prripatetics differed widely about reafon ; and
the reafon of Hobbes, Spinofa, and Vaninus is
mere abfurdity, with a crowd of other infidels.
One man is fuch a proud and ignorant thing,
that he will not be contreuled or governed by

another man’s reafon. Hence it appears, that
. a fyftem
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a fyftem of religion, however rational you may
. fuppofe it, yet needs fomething more than its
mere rationality to give it a proper weight and
momentum with the confciences of men,
namely, a proper authority ; but this authority
no human name can give. Amongft a crowd
of human names, which have fet. themfelves up
. as guides to the human mind, fo widely differ-
ing in their fchemes and fentiments, which
fhall we follow? Which has moft right to lead
us, Zeno or Epicurus, Hobbs or Bolingbroke?
Or how can one of thefe have more right toim-
pofe his religion on us than another, unlefs he
could produce fufficient credentials from Gob,
by miracles or otherwife? Befides, felf-love,
_ prejudice, and paffion will be found an over-
balance for all human' authority, in matters
* purely moral and religious, and every man will
judge his own reafons and opinions beft, when
- they are only confronted by the reafons and
. opinions of another man. Hence you may fee
- the neceflity of an authority which is divine, to
give religion its proper force.
BesipEs, granting that human reafon had
- all that power and authority which it can de-
mand ; granting it efficacious enough to fix the
opinions, to regulate the lives, and govern
the hearts of men, yet we will find its lights
greatly defetive in difcovering unto us many
very material articles of religion. For inftance,
mere reafon can never inform us what the pro-
per reward of virtue, or punifhment of vice ;
or, what degree of virtue will be rewarded ;—
or, what kinds or degrees of vice Gop will for-
give;—or, if he will forgive any ;—or, up}:m
‘ what
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what terms and conditions he will forgive ;—
or how long the rewards of virtue, or punifh~
ments of vice will endure. With refpeét to
thefe, and many other important articles of re-
ligion, human reafon is not only weak and
obfcure, but blind and ignorant.. Hence, mere
unaflifted reafon can never free us -from the
doubts and mifgivings of our own guilty minds,
nor afford us any fufficient motives and encou-
ragements to break off from inveterate habits
of vice, and purfue a courfe of ftri&t virtue
amid(t the flattering offers of fin on the one
hand, and fufferings and afli&ions on the other.
Now all thefe confiderations laid together are
fufficient to convince every reafonable perfon of
the neceffity and expediency of a more exprefs
revelation from Gop than mere reafon can af-
-ford us in the prefent ignorant and degenerate
ftate of human nature. Now,

THE poffibility of fuch a revelation cannot
be difputed. The very beafts have a language -
by which they exprefs their. defires to each
other. Men by words "and geftures make
known their fentiments to each other, and fig-
nify their will to domeftic animals, in a fill
more perfe&t manner. - And certainly the father
of fpirits can have fuch immediate accefs to
human {pirits, which are his own offspring, as
to give them a revelation of his own will.
What ! Cannot he who formed the fpirit of
man within him, imprefs it with a knowledge
of himfelf, and of his. will, infuch a clear and
certain manner as to free it from all fufpicion of
deception and illufion ?—this is fo plain a cafe,
that I think no.infidel would difpute or deny it.

AND
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AND as fuch a revelation is poflible, fo I
think it muft be allowed by all men, that it
would be highly defireable. How highly, may
we think, would Socrates, and many others of
the more honeft Pagans, who were fo much
embarraffed about the unity of the GopHEeAD;
the origin of moral evil, the nature and cer-
tainty of a future flate,—~I fay how highly,
may we imagine, would thefe more honeft,
virtuous, and toquifitive Pagans been pleafed to
have found all thefe doubts cleared up and diffi-
cuities relieved in a book making pretenfions
to divine revelation, upon the fame authority
and evidence with qur fcriptures? How many
becatombs would they have offered to the true
Gonp for fuch adifcovery, had they found fuch fa-
crifices to have been agreeable to his will ? With
what joyful Eurckamens would they have hailed
fuch a ray of light and truth coming down from
the father of lights, and the fountain of truth?
—At leaft, it would have well become their
charaters thus to have received the truth in the
love of it. For, let the light of natural rea-
fon in man be fuppofed as clear and fatisfyin
as we will, yet it is an evident truth of naturﬁ
religion, that Gop is an infinite incomprehen-
fible being; that he is a boundlefs, bottomlefs
ocean of perfeétion; that many things in his
nature, will, decrees and difpenfations ftill re-
main profound and unfearchable myfteries to
our natural reafon. Would it not therefore be
highly defirable, by fome farther revelation, to
obtain more plain, certain, exprefs, and ex-
tenfive difcoveries of Gop’s nature and will,
and of our own nature, dependency, duty,

' © danger,
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danget, pr'rvileFes and hopes ; than the unaffift-
ed light of reafon prefents us withal ? Certainl
he who would obftinately reje& and refufe fo
noble a fubfidiary to natural reafon; in the pre-
fent dark and perplexed ftate, would a& a part
the very reverfe of wifdom; and by fthewing a
contempt of farther light and direftion, would
prove himfelf to be no true philsfopher, no lover
of wifdom and truth.

Besipes, many things render it highly pro-
bable that fuch a farther revelation of Gop’s
will has been aQually given to men: The ne-
¢éeflity and expediency of fuch a revelation
arifing from the univerfal ignorance and de-
pravity of mankind : The relations which Gop
ftands in to man as their maker, their preferver,
their father and their moral ruler: The eflential
goodnefs of the divihe nature, which inclines
us to fuppofe that he would not fuffer a whole
woyld of rational creatures to live in a fatal
ignorance of himfelf, and the duties they owe
to him, and to each other: The pretences
muzde by fome of almoft all nations and ages to
divine infpirations and revelations ; and the cre-
dit given by man to all thefe pretences, how
wild and improbable foever, which fhews the
pronenefs of mankind to fuch abelief. The mi-
racles pretended to have been wrought in con-
firmation of fuch revelations, and the laws and
religions fettled in confequence of them; and the
extenfive and lafting credit which fome of thefe
pretended revelations have had in the world,
and the wonderful changes and reformations
which have been wrought both upon nations
and individuals, by virtue (as it is thoughtl)‘ ?f

. - thele
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thefe revelations. All thefe are ftrong pre-
fumptions that fuch a farther revelation of the
divine will is already given to men, and that
the true one is now aually to be found among
the number of thofe which make pretenfions to
it; and that the divine goodnefs has not left the -
matter fo doubtful and precarious, but that it
may be ealily found, and diftinguithed from all
its counterfeits, by every honeft and impartial
enquirer after truth,

AND as it is highly probable, from the na-
ture of Gop, the neceflities of men, .the al-
moft univerfal opinion of the world, and the
remarkable pretences which have been made,
and accidents which have happened, that fuch
a revelation of the divine will has been, in
fa&t, given to.mankind : I think it cannot be
denied without great ignorance or ftrong preju-
dices, but that our fcriptures of the old and
new teftament, make the faireft pretenfion to
the charalters of fuch a divine revelation.

I sHALL not, at prefent, enter upon the ex-
ternal charaQers or evidences of the bible,
which tend toprove its divine original, but leave
them to another occafion. I will only now
point out fome internal charaters of our holy
fcriptures ; fome evidences taken from the re-
velation itfelf, and its founder, which, I think,
muft ftrongly difpofe every honeft mind to ac-
quiefce in the more pofitive and direct evidences
of its divine authority and original. -

Upon the fuppofition then that Gop fhould
be pleafed to favour us with an external reve-
lation, to enlighten our minds in the knowledge
of all ncceffary religious truth, to dire&t us in

the
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the praltice of all neceflary duty, and to lead
us to the enjoyment of a happinefs fuitable to
our natures and capacities, what could we
reafonably expect that the contents of fuch a
revelation thould be? Should we not expe& it
to contain plain and - worthy notions of the
nature and perfe&tions of Gob ; juft and fuita-
ble reprefentations of ourfelves, wants, weak-
nefles and dependence ;—proper dire&ions how
to ferve, pleafe and worfhip the Gop who made
us, and proper motives and encouragements to
fupport and animate us in the way of our duty
and obedience? In a word, fhould we not ex-
pect in fuch a revelatioh, a clear dilcovery of
our ftate and circumftances, our relations and
dependencies, together with the obligations and
duties arifing from them, our hopes and fears,
our privileges and dangers; efpecially of the
great end and defign of our beings, the fu-
preme happinefs of our natures, and the way
to purfue and obtain it? Now, if our fcrip-
tures do all this in a way which our natural
reafon muft approve, and in a way the beft
calculated to anfwer all the fuppofeable defigns
of fuch a revelation ; then our fcriptures feem
fairly and rationally to perfuade us that they
are no impofture, but that they are really and
actually that very divine revelation which we
believe they are, and we fo much need. But,
that our bible contains juft fuch a fyftem of
religion, muft appear to any impartial perfon,
who will but give himfelf the trouble atten-
tively to read it. -

Our bible gives us the moft worthy, rational
and exalted notions of the natural and moral
perfections of Gop ;—notions, which the wifeft

Vor. L C and
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and beft of men in all ages, have entertained,
and which appear to be only a confirmation and
enlargement of the light of nature in this im-
portant article. Nor does it deliver thefe no-
tions to us by a long train of dark and intricate
reafonings, as the heathen philofophers did;
but with an eafe, majefty, and fimplicity pro-
per to Gop himfelf, who can eafily tell us
what he is, and with an authority too, which
fupercedes the neceflity of any human reafon-
ings. It informs us that he is a felf-exiftent,
eternal, immortal, unchangeable, and incom-
prehenfible fpirit: "That he is the fountain of
all life, being, motion and perfetion; the
creator of all things vifible and invifible ; up-
holding, conferving, fuftaining, and govern-
ing all things by his infinite power, confum~
mate wifdom, and univerfal providence. That
he is omnifcient and every where prefent ; fore-
feeing and fore-knowing, in the moft perfe&
“and abfolute manner, all future events, how-
ever cafual, fortuitous, or contingent they may
feem to created beings: That he is the father
of fpirits, the fearcher of hearts, the moral
governor of the rational world, the obferver,
judge, rewarder and punifher of moral a&ions :
That he is a being of fpotlefs purity, ftriét and
fmpartial juftice, inviolable truth and bound-
lefs goodnefs, of a moft gracious and benevo-
lent difpofition towards all his creatures, not
delighting in their mifery, but rather in their
perfe€tion and happinefs: It reprefents him as
feated on a throne of grace, of a moft merci-
ful, placable and reconcileable nature, as far as
that can be confiftent with his other perfec-
tions ;j—as merciful and gracious, flow to an-
: ger,
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ger, abundant in goodnefs, pardoning iniquity,
tranfgreffion and f{in, and reccivin§ rebels and
enemies into hjs friendfhip and favour upon
fuch terms as may not prove derogatory to his
wifdom, holinefs, juftice and truth: A difco-
very this, how comfortable and neceflary to
guilty creatures, and yet how little known by
the light of reafon! In a word, our bible gives
all glory, and afcribes all perfeftions and
bleflednefs to Gob, to whom alone it is due,
and marks out that infinite diftance which there
is between him and every created nature, haw
high and exalted foever.

WitH regard to ourfelves, it gives us our
true picture, and delineates aur real circum=
flances, punctually agreeing with our own ex-
perience. It thews us the dignity of our ra-
tional nature, and at the fame time difcovers to
us the mifery and wretchednefs of our fallen,
degenerate condition: It difleés, as it were,
and anatomizes the human heart, and lays open
al its hidden ulcers, and the moft fecret fprings
of its corruption. It gives us an unflattering
picture of our own ignorance, pride, vanity,
felf-love, rebellion, poverty and dependance:
It gives us the true origin of our prefent finful
and miferable condition, which fo much puz-
zled the moft able philofophers, and which is
yet fo neceflary to be known by us, in order to
our recovery, and at the fame time that it fhews

us our mifery and danger, it points out a moft
" wife and gracious method of recovery, in which
the moft guilty finner needs not defpair of ob-'
taining pardon, reconciliation and eternal hap-
pinefs from Gop.

Cz2. I
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IF we confider that worfhip which the bible
requires of us, we will find it to be every way wor-
thy of Gop to preferibe, and of men to per--

" form. AsGob is a fpirit, fo it requires of us
to worfhip him in fpirit and in truth, by the
inward homage "and obfervance of a pure,
humble, and grateful foul, and although it re-
quires feveral outward ceremonies and appen-
dages, feveral external figns of reverence, which
may be called a bodily fervice, for the more re-.
gular and decent performance of public and
focial ‘worfhip ; yet it utterly difregards, yea,
and condemns thefe, when unaccompanied with
inward holy affe@ions and virtuous benevolent
difpofitions ; and, as it capitally condemns
every kind and degree of polytheifm and idola-
try, and limits our religious regards to the one:
only living and- true Gop; making him the
fole obje&t of all our religious fear, hope, joy, de-
fire and delight ; fo it makes the whole of our
pious deportment towards him arife from the no-
ble and folid foundation of an inward efteem, re-
verence, and veneration, correfpondent to his
matchlefs excellencies, and builds the whole
ftru@ure of our worfhip and obedience upon
the generous principle of love; commanding
us to love him who is fuperlatively lovely, with
all our heart, with all our foul, with all our
ftrength, and with all our mind. So that the
whole of that worfhip which the bible requires
of us, may be faid to confift in humility, gra-
titude, and the love and imitation of the moft
amiable, benevolent and perfect being.

IF we confider the new teftament, which is
the peculiar revelation of Chriftianity, the only
rule and ftandard of our moft boly religion;

us
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its pofitive inftitutions are only two, commemo-
rative and fymbolical of the grand faéts upon
which the Chriftian inftitution is founded, and
pointing out, in a plain and fenfible manner,
the peculiar privileges and obligations of
Chriftians. It recommends a moft pure, {pi-
ritual and perfe& worfhip. It inculcates a moft
noble and fublime morality, not confifting of a
fkeleton of naked maxims, an amafs of dry
precepts, or a cold defcription of moral virtues,
like the common fyftems, ancient and modern,
which- may, indeed, pleafe the curious, but
are very ill calculated for reforming the profli-
gate, as abundant experience has teftified; but
every way fitted for mending the heart, and
exciting to praiice. There we find moral and
religious duties built upon their true and genu-
ine principles, love to Gop, love to our
neighbour, and a well regulated felf-love;
enforced by the moft powerful and cogent mo-
tives, and living and breathing in a variety of
the moft finifthed examples; efpecjally, in that
moft perfe&t one of the blefled Jesus. Thefe
divine philofophers lived the morality they
- taught, and recommended their fevereft pre-
~ cepts by their own examples ; a glory and ad-
vantage which no other fyftem of morality
could ever boaft ! Befides, the morality of the
new teftament is plain and familiar, adapted to
the meaneft, as well as the higheft capacities ;
it condefcends to lay down rules for every rank
and order of men, for every relation and con-
_ dition of life ; its precepts are of equal utility
to public focieties, to private families, and in-
dividuals. It reaches to the inward defires and
intentions of men as well as their outward ac-
tions, and begins with the heart that it may
C3 ' govern
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govern thé life. It lays the ftrongeft reftraints
upon thefe turbulent paffions, and unlawful
defires, which deftroy the peace and tranquil-
lity of the mind, difturb fociety; and are the
fource of the greateft diforders and calamities
dinong meti; and every where inculcates that
purity of heart, that fincerity of intention, and
that univerfal integrity of condu&, which evi-
dently tends to’ promote the peace and order
of every civil fotiety, and the health; honour
and happinefs of every individual.

Axp, as the thorality of the gofpel is incom-
parably excellent, fo the motives, by which it
is enfc_’;rced, far tranfcend the motives of na-
tural religion, both in their number, certainty
dnd greatnefs. The amazing love of Gonb id
ChrisT, manifefted to undeferving finners in
the gofpel, muft have a wohderful charm to
draw, allure and conftrain every ingenious
mind to a chearful obedience of its ‘precepts:
The aflurance of pardon, upon fincere repen-
tance, and of the affiftances of Gob’s holy
fpirit, in a way of duty, are folid encourage-
ments to the moft vigorous efforts in break-
ing off the habits of fin; and attemptin
~a courfe of virtuous action, as they remov%,
¢very objetion which weaknefs, fear or guilt
can fuggeft, and the clear and certain difcove:
Ties of the immortality of the foul, the refur-
re&ion of the body, an impartiil judgement;
and an endlefs future ftate of rewards and pu-
nithments, accérding to the tenor of prefent
life, are furely fufficient to roufe men from fe-
.curity, awaken them to confideration, dnd
excite them to the higheft degrees of zeal, di-
ligence and a&ivity in fhunning fo great a mi-

: - fery,
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fery, and purfue fo glorious a hope®. Thefa
are motives than which there can be none more,
: worthy

* I am well aware that fome of the enemies of
Chriftianity have objected againft future rewards and.
punithments, as very improper motives to virtue, ,
and have taken the liberty to calumniate the gofpel,-
as a mercenary, fervile fcheme, upon this very ac-
count, that it has reprefented thefe motives in fo
firong a light, and built fo much upon them; and,
more particularly, becaufe of thofe damnatory claufes
by which the divine author of that inftitution has
enforced the belief and pra&ice of it upon his difci-
ples. They teH us, it is efential to virtue that it be.
difinterefted, and that fuch difpofitions and aétions as-
flow from the hope of reward, and, mere efpecially,
from the fear of punifhment, are fervile and con-
ftrained, and have in them no moral worth.

It is not poffible in the compafs of a note to enter
deeply into this controverfy, which, however, ought
not to be wholly pafled over in filence, asit fo nearly
concerns the merits of Chriftianity.—1I fhall content
myfelf, at prefent, with laying before the candid
reader a few hints, which tend to obviate this ca~
lumny of infidels,

ift. Tuz objeftors feem not well to confider the
frame of human nature. Hopes and fears are evi.:
dently the great fprings of refolution and -altion in all
the common and civil concerns of life; and why.
thould they not take place in matters of a moral and
religious confideration ? Efpecially when the reafon-
ablenefs of this feems plainly indicated by natural
confcience, which, prior to any revelation, excites,
to virtue and deters from vice by the very fame mo-
tives; though not altogether fo firong, clear, and -
certain, If the hopes of future rewaids, and the
fears of future punifhments, have been generally
elleemed fan&ions of the law of nature, why fhould
the advocates of natural religion be difgufted by find-

C4 ing
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worthy of Gop to fuggeft, morc'agréeablc to
the reafonable and immortal nature and lapfed
condition

ing them more clearly revealed in the gofpel of
Chriftianity.

2dly., Nor do the objeftors feem to confider the
prefent corrupt and degenerate ftate of human na-
ture, although this is a truth too manifeft to be de-
nied. Whatever attralions a fenfe of moral beauty,
and a pure difinterefted love of virtue and order
mifht have to a mind, in a great meafure, purified
and refined from the habits of vice, and the love of
fenfual enjoyments ; yet, fuppofe a man immerfed in
carnal pleafures, buried under the rubbith of worldly
cares, enflaved to a variety of lufts and paffions, and
blinded by inveterate prejudices; and yet, this is
yeally the condition of the generality of mankind.
I imagine you might long enough preach leQures
about moral beauty and difinterefted virtue to fuch a
man, before you would be able to call him off from
his prefent purfuits, and engage his attention to fuch
fine fpeculations, in fuch a manner as to reform his
life. However well adapted fuch motives might be
to pure angelic natures, or to perfons of refined fen-
timents and advanced virtue, whofe intelleGtual eyes
are fufficiently clear to difcern their beauty, and
whofe minds are capable of tafting and relithing
their charms; yet it will be found by experience,
that, with the generality of men, the fear of the
Lord muft be the beginning of religious wifdom ;—
that a falatary fear is neceflary to prepare the way for
a pure and difinterefted love ;—and. that the terrors
of the Lord, and the profpe@s of a future reward,
are expedient to perfuade men, funk in fin and fenfe,
to make a ftand, and confider the merits of religion,
and refolve to pradife its felf-denying precepts,
amidft the potent folicitations of fenfual pleafures,
interefts and enjoyments.

3dly.

’
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condition of man, or more effeual to deter-
mine men in that courfe of duty which the

gofpel recommends,
Ir

3dly. Tae ancient law-givers and philofophers,
who itis faid, had no certain belief of the immor-
tality of the foul, or a ftate of future rewards and
punifhments, yet found it neceflary to propagate a
firm belief of thefe doétrines among the people, in
order to give force to their laws, and keep man-
kind ina ftate of civil order and fubje&ion. If there-
fore. a belicf of thefe doétrines was neceffary to ob-
tain and fecure the moft valuable ends and purpofes of
civil government, how much more muft they be fo,
to fecure the duties of moral and religious obligation,
which are much more numerous, difficult and im-
portant?
4thly, We find, by fad experience, that al] the
ompipotent motives of the gofpel, in their united
force, have enough to do to call men off fiom the
purfuit of finful pleafures, and engage them to an
évangelical obedience; how much lefs proper and
effectual, then, muft the gofpel be, as an inftrument’
for reforming mankind, were it robbed of its moft
powerful motives, and brought down to the ftandard
of natural religion, by mutilating and weakening the
reft, according to the tafte of a fcw dreaming phi-
lofophers ?
sthly. Ir the Chriflian inflitation really is, what
it pretends to be, namely, the moft nob'e and effec-
tual inftrument, in the hand of Gobp, for converting
and faving finners, for bringing them to a ftate of
moral perfe@tion and happinefs, then the damnatory
claufes contained in it are perfelly fit and reaflona-
ble: Becaufe, to have left fuch an inftitution un-
guarded and unenforced by any fanétions or penalties,
would have been to leave mankind at an entire li-
berty to confider it, or not to confider it, to embrace
it,
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~ IF we confider the author or revealer of the
Chriftian inftitution, we fhall find him to have
been

i, or not to embrace it, at mere pleafure. "And -
who does not fee that men, devoted to finful pleafures
4nd interefts, would have thought themfelves well
warranted to negle& a religion, which, as its pre-
cepts are extremely crofs to their natural inclinations,
feemed, at the fame time, to leave it as a matter
wholly indifferent whether they fubmitted to it, or
not.—To this I might alfo add, .

Tuat the gofpel, containing not only a promife,
but alfo a law, it is perfe@ly fit that it fhould be
guarded and enforced by rewards and penalties, and
that thefe penalties fhould be fuitable to the' immortal
pature and duration of the foul, 4. e. eternal; and
if thefe penalties and rewards are not imaginary and
fititious, but real and certain, as the gofpel fuppofes,
then It is highly reafonable that marﬁ:ind fhould be
acquainted of this, that fo they might fully under-
fland the unfpeakable advantage of embracing the
Chriftian infltitution, and the extreme danger of neg-
le&ting it.

LET us for once fuppofe that the Chriftian fcheme
were as difinterefted as thefe mep would have it, that
it taft an impenetrable vail over a life to come, and
a futare flate of rewards and punifhments ;—that it
contained no other motives to obedience but fuch as
arife purely from the reafonablenefs and excellency of
its precepts ;—that it commanded us to love and ferve
Gobp, purely for his own amiablenefs, to pralice
virtue on account of the peace and ferenity of mind
which attends it, and to renounce flefhly and finful
lufts, becaufe they are unmanly and unbecoming,
and ‘greatly prejudicial to the prefent interefts of fo-
ciety and of individuals, and what would be the pro-
bable confequences? Why, firft, fuch a religion
would carry in itfelf ftrong prefumptions of its being,

a mere
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beena very extraordinary perfonage, whofecha~ ~
ralter, pretenfions and works merit our higheft
attention and regard. Although he appeared
in low circumftances of life, and was a perfon
of a moft humble, meek and condefcendin
deportment, yet he fpeaks of himfelf in a2 mo
exalted ftrain, as the only begotten fon of
Gob, as coming down from heaven, and com-

a mere human and political invention, ferving only
prefent purpoles ; and therefore, thinking men would
have much ftronger temptations to infidelity than they
now have: And, fecondly, fenfual men who are
willing to forget the prefent fatisfattions arifing from
virtue for the gratification of their paffions and appes
tites, would freely indulge them, having no future
punithment to fear,

Is a word, if mankind are really to be rewarded.
and punifhed in a future ftate, according to their mo-
ral charaer here, I think it will be very difficult to
aflign a reafon why the gofpel (fuppofing it to be of
divine original) fhould not give a true and unflattering
reprefentation of this future ftate of rewards and pu-
nithments.

Uron the whole it feems to appear, that that life
and immortality, that future ftate of rewards and pus
nithments, fo clearly and fully brought to light in
the gofpel, is fo far from being an objeftion againft
the Chriftian inftitation, that it is a high recommen-
dation of it;—it has a ftrong prefamption that it
cometh from that Gop, who has a more folicitous
concern for the future and eternal, than for the pre-
fert and temporal interefts of his creatures; and,
confequently, .that thofe perfons who go about to de-
preciate thefe difcoveries, and reprefent them as im-
proper motives to virtue, will be found ftrangers to
the true interefts of morality, and enemies to man~
kind, whether ve confider them ina civil or religious

capacity.
ing
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ing out from the eternal Father, with whom
he pofleffed peculiar glories before the world
was ;—as being fent into the world and com-
-miffioned by Gob to feek and fave that which
was loft ;—as having power over all flefh, to
give eternal life to men ;—as having-life eflen-
‘tially in himfelf, and confequently having
power to lay down his own life and take it up
again, and to raife up his difciples at the laft .
.day; as being, in fome fenfe, one with the fa-
ther, and partaking of his eflential perfeftions
and glories ;—as having perfe& knowledge of
his father’s will, and as the Chrift, or anoint-
ed, fully impowered to reveal this will to fin-
ners. As feeing the I AM who exifted before
Abrabam ; yea, before the foundation of the
world; the alpha and omega, the firft and the
laft, the fearcher of reins and hearts, having
the keys of hell and of death, and as finally to
fit on a throne of glory, and fummon and judge
the aflembled world, and diftribute rewards and
punithments ; which laft a& neceflarily fup-
pofes fupreme authority and infinite perfetion.
And as the author of the Chriftian inftitution
fpeaks thus of himfelf, fo his apoftles, who
muft be fuppofed beft to know his charater and
pretenfions, fpeak of him in the fame lan-’
guage. They tell us that he was the worbp,
or LoGos, which was in the beginning with
Gop, and which was Gob ; that he thought
it no robbery to be equal with Gop ;—that he
is the true Gop and eternal life ;—that the
world was made by him ;—that by him were
all things created in heaven and earth, vifible
and invifible, and that by him all things con-
fift and are governed ;—that he is the bright-
nefs of his father’s glory, and the exprefs

image
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. image of his perfon ; the image of the invifible
Gob, having all fulnefs dwelling in him even
the fulnefs of the God-head bodily ; that he is
every where prefent, the Lord and judge of
angels and men ;—that he is mighty to fave all
finners that come to Gop by him, himfelf be-
ing without fin ‘or guile, holy, harmlefs, unde-
filed, feparate from finners.

Nor were thefe vain and arrogant claims, as
appears by the feries of wonderful works which
Chrift wrought, and the aftonifhing proofs
which he gave of the truth and juftice of his
pretenfions. He healed the moft inveterate
and otherwife incurable difeafes by a word, or
a touch. He gave proof of his empire over
the devils, by difpoflfefling them of the fouls -
and bodies of men. He fhewed himfelf the
lord and ruler of univerfal nature, by govern-
ing its two moft unruly elements, the wind
and fea. He fhewed his dominion over death
and the invifible world, by recalling departed
fpirits, and raifing the dead. He manifefted a
creating power, by turning water into wine,
and multiplying bread and fith in the hands
of the eaters. It was evident, that he was the
fearcher of hearts, and knew what was in man,
by telling their inward thoughts, and the fecret
reafoning of their minds. He gave many plain
proofs of his omnifcience, which it would be
tedious here to mention. His prefcience of
future events was manifefted by a number of
remarkable and important predi€ions. He fore-
told, with the greateft exactnefs, and in the
moft circumftantial manner, the cowardice of
Peter and the other apoftles; the perfidy of
Fudas ; his own fufferings, death and refur-
rection at Ferufalem ; the longevity of Fobn;

the
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the manner of Peter’s death; the miraculous
effufion of the Holy Ghoft on the day of Pep-
tecoft ; the obftinacy and infidelity of the
Fews 5 the converfion of the Gentiles; tha
amazing fpread of the gofpel ; the terrible fuf-
ferings of its profeffors; the total deftruc-
tion of Ferufalem and demolitipn of the temple
by the Romans, and the univerfal difperfion of
the Fews into all nations,

IN confequence of thefe amazing works,
and other evidences of divinity, which were
confpicuous in his life, the founder of Chrifti-
anity aflumed to himfelf an authority worthy
of the fon of Gop, and which, upon any
other fuppofition, muft have been the vileft fa-
crilege, and the moft profane and diabolical
ufurpation. He took upon him to fettle the
terms and conditions of men’s acceptance with
the Deity: He authoritatively forgave fins,
and commanded that repentance and the re-
miffion of fins thould be preached in his name
to all nations, beginning at Ferufalem : He ac- .
cepted divine homage : He commanded men to
believe and truft in him, as they did in the
father ; to come unto him for the greateft of
fpiritual bleflings, even peace of confcience
and eternal life ; to afk all bleflings in his name
from the father, and ta believe his gofpel, and
to rely on his power and grace, upon pain of
damnation: He gave laws to the world, and
demanded a peremptory and univerfal obedi-
ence, thus claiming a rightful authoritv over
the hearts and confciences of men: He pro-
mifed the fpirit of his father as the enlightener,
dire€tor and comforter of his difciples, and the
prime minifter of his kingdom, among men :
He frankly declared, that all power in heaven

. was



SERMON L "

was given to him, and that he was appointed as
the univerfal judge of quick and dead.
NoTWITHSTANDING thefe extraordina
claims, yet W find in this perfon, the mor({
aftonithing proofs of felf-denial, meeknefs,
humility and cendefcenfion. He made himfelf
of no reputation, and took upon him the form
of afervant, and was made in the likenefs of
men; and being found in fathion as a man,
he humbled himfelf, and became obedient unta
death, even the death of the crofs, Phil. ii. 7,
8. According to the flefh he defcended of ob-
fcure parentage ; lived in indigent and necefli-
tous circumftances ; converfed with the meaneft
of the people ; was a mian of forrows and ac-
guainted with griefs; fubmitted with the moft
exemplary patience to the greateft indignities,
reproaches and fufferings ; was ever doing good
and enduring evil ; difcovered upon all occa-
fions the moft chearful obedience and fub-
miffive regard to the divine will ; maintained
the exacteft fanQity of manners, and integrity
of condu&t, amidft perpetual trials and tempta-
* tions; and, at length, freely laid down his
life to confirm” his do&rine, and as a facrifice
for the fins of the world, rifing again from the
dead, on the third day, asa proof that hc came
from Gobp, and afcending vifibly. into heaven,
in the prefence of five hundred {pctators, who
all affirmed their certainty of the truth of thefe
things, at the hazard of the cruelleft perfecu-
tions, and martyrdom itfelf.
" THis extraordinary perfon made his appear-
ance in the world about the very time when
a perfon of that very charalter was expected,
in confequence of many remarkable prophefies,
- 8 uttered
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uttered many hundred years before his coming:.
Thefe prophefies, although uttered by different
perfons, and in different ages, concurred in
pointing out, in a very plain and gircumftantial
manner, his perfon, dignity, humility, offices,
birth, life, miracles, fufferings, death, refur-
re&tion and kingdom ; the particular time of his
coming, and the nation, tribe, family and city
from whence he fhould proceed: All which
prediétions were remarkably accomplifhed in
him, infomuch that one of the fubtileft adver-
faries of Chriftianity, in order to evade the
force of this fo cogent an argument in favour
of his divine miffion, was driven to the vain
and wretched fhift of fuppofing, that many of
thofe prophefies were foifted into the old tefta-
ment {criptures after his comingin the fleth, by’
fome of his difciples ; although the vigjlance
and jealoufy of the Jews, in this matter, is a
fufficient confutation of this fubterfuge of in-
credulity. '

AND now, when infidels fet themfelvés down
to draw invidious parallels between Chrift, and
the founders of other religions, they would do
well ferioufly to confider whether Numa Pom-
pilius, Zoroafter, Confucius, Mahommed, &c. ever
made fuch pretenfions as thefe ; or having made
them, have ever fupported them with equal evi-
dence as JEsus of Nazareth!

SucH was the founder of Chriftianity ; and
if we confider the means he employed to pro-
pagate the religion he taught, and to perfuade
men to embrace it, we will find them agreea-
ble to the moft confummate wifdom and good-
nefs. ‘True religion muft recommend itlelf to
the underftandings and confciences of men, by

the
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the evidences of truth and divinity which at-
tend jt. Force and tyranny, trick and artifice
are repugnant to its nature, and can never pro-
mote its true interefts, nor facilitate its re-
ception among men. Accordingly, the founder
of Chriftianity ftudioufly fhunned all thefe me-
thods in the propagation of this religion. He
.chofe twelve plain men, who perfettly knew
.him, and who had been eye-witnefles of all his
works of wonder, deftitute of human power,
learning, riches, eloquence; or any other ex-
ternal advantage, attractive of human regard,
which might bias the minds, or inveigle the
affe@ions of men ; that fo truth might operate
by its own fimple force. Thefe he fent forth as
as the prime apoftles and minifters of his reli-
gion, having endued them with the gift of
fpeaking difterent languages, and a power of
. working miracles, and of conferring thefe mi-
raculous gifts upon others. To thefe he gave
power and commiffion to make a full revelation
of his will and to profolyte all nations, to preach
the gofpel unto every human creature, having
-firft poured upon them a plentiful effufion of
the HoLy GHosT, to.lead their minds into all
neceflary truth. Thefe apoftles appear, . by
- their writings, to have been men of plain fenfe
and great honefty ; far from low artifice on: the

- one hand, or wild enthufiafm on the other.
‘They were confonant and unanimous in their
teftimony ; harmonious in their do&rines; re-' -
ular in their lives; indefatigable in their la-
urs; ghearful in their fufferings; fteady,
_zealous and intrepid in the profecution of their
_great defign ; without any other friend but Gop
and a good confcience; without any other
Vor. L. D fword
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fword but that of the fpirit ; without any other
breaft plate than that of righteoufnefs ; with-
out other fhield than patience in fufferings;
without other eloquence than the evidence of
truth, and the demonttration of the {pirit, they
went forth conquering and to conquer a world
of idols, - prejudices, paffions and ‘lufts; to
change thereligion, the manners and the hearts
of princes, empires and kingdoms. They gave
the ftrongeft proofs of their own fincerity, by
fealing their teftimony with their own blood ;
and the ftrongeft proof of the truth and di-
vinity of their do&rines, by the miracles they
were enabled to work. Their religion greatly
recommended itfelf to the world, by giving
them the nobleft fupports under the heavieft af-
flitions, and by rendering them not only fear-
lefs, but even joyful, amidft the greateft tor-
ments, and in the very article of death. Nor
was this furprizing fortitude of mind peculiar
to the apoftles only, but common to thoufands
of inferior charalter, of every fex, age and
condition of life, who could not all be fup-
pofed fuch fools as to die for a known, unprofi-
table lie, and to exprefs a joy in death which
they did not feel *, :

) ' Anp

* I conress that this; and perhaps fome other
arguments in this difcourfe, are of a mixed nature,
and contain not only internal and prefumptive, but
alfo external and pofitive proofs of the truth of the
Chriftian religion, And indeed, according to the
manner in which I have handled the fubje&t, I could
not well avoid thus blending the arguments: I hope, .
however, confidering the importance of the fubje&,

the candid reader will excufe me if he fliould mei:;
.. . . AW
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~ AnD although the prevalence of ati opinion
is no certain argument of its truth ; yet when
- a religion like Chriftianity, fo oppofite to all
other religions in the world, fo contrary to the
corrupt ‘ interefts and inclinations of men, be-
ginning to be preached at Ferufalem and Rome,
places of the greateft learning, and where all
were its enemies but a few illiterate people ;—
1 fay, when fuch a religion, preached by fuch
men, under fuch difadvantageous circumftances,
made fuch a fwift and wonderful progrefs oveér
almoft the whole known werld, in a few cen-
turies, by mere dint of argument and force of’
evidence, in conjunétion with the good lives
and patient fufferings of its profeflors, againft
power, craft, malice, and all manner of oppo-
fition ; it is certainly. a ftrong prefumption of
its truth, and of a divine power which attended
it, and was watchful over its interefts. '

. AGaAln, if we confider the peculiar docs
trines of the gofpel, which to the Jews, who
were ftrongly prejudiced againft them, were a
ftumbling block, and to the Greeks (whofe
minds were intoxicated and corrupted by a -
-vain' philofophy) were foolifhnefs ; yet, upon
an attentive confideration,- we will find them to
contain an evident difplay of the wifdom, power
and goodnefs of God. The gofpel fuppofes,
or rather teaches, two truths which feem per-
fe&tly conformable both to right reafon and our

with fome of thefe fame arguments reaffumed and
opened more at large, in a more convenient place,
and that he wil pardon the repetition of matter,
which muft naturally occur from this double repre-
featation of the fame falts.

: Da own
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own experience of things.—Firft, that Gop is
an infinitely pure, righteous and holy being,
and therefore that all moral pravity and impu-
rity is diametrically oppofite both to his nature
and will ; and that, being. the moral governor
‘of the world, he is in juftice bound to punith
vice, and to make a difference between the ob-
fervers 'and violaters of his holy law: And,
fecondly, that men are in a corrupt and dege-
nerate ftate, prone to vice, and difinclined to
‘virtue. In a word, that they are polluted, im-
potent and guilty, and that being fuch, they
are both contrary to the holy nature of Gob,
devoid of his moral image, and obnoxious to
his governing juftice. If this then is the true
ftate of the cafe, it follows by confequence,
that there can be no natural amity between Gop
and man in their prefent ftate. Gob muft look
upon man as a guilty polluted rebel, and man
muft régard Gop as an offended fovereign.
And however Gop may have gracious and be-
nevolent difpofitions towards his guilty creature,
.yet he can have no complacency or delight in
him, nor any intimate and friendly communica-
tion with him, until his guilt is removed and
his nature changed: Nor can man have any
filial love to, or confidence in Gop, until he
“can have fome affurance of the poflibility of
pardon, reconciliation, and a commenced ftate
of friendfbip; otherwife, he muft ftill regard
. Gonb as an offended majefty, and himfelf as an
obnoxious criminal. Now, although we may
eafily conceive how Gop might renew the
hearts of finners, and give them a dytiful and
* obedient temper, yet, that being the maral go-
vernor of the world, he thould freely pardan
' ' them

i
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them without any fatisfalion to his juftice, any’
fignal mark of difapprobation fet upon their
fins, or any falvo to the honour of his righteous
law, feems utterly irreconcileable with the
wifdom and equity of his government. Here
then comes in the neceflity, at leaft the great
expediency, of the mediatorial fcheme. Let
us now take a brief furvey of the apparatus,
fymmetry and contrivance of this fcheme, as it
is exhibited in the gofpel. Gop, who by one
moft fimple and perfe® a& of intelligence,
knows all things, paft, prefent and to come,
forefeeing from the ages of eternity that man
would abufe the liberty of his will, and fall into
a ftate of apoftacy, had pity upon him, and
(perhaps becaufe he fell through the inftigation
of a powerful and fubtle tempter) devifed means
for his recovery, while fallen angels were left
remedilefs in their chofen ruin. For this pur-
pofe, he created a moft perfe® human fpirit
before any of the worlds or of their inhabi-
tants*, which being joined in perfonal unigxl: .
wit

® T am fenfible that this opinion, concerning the

e-exiftence of Chrift’s human foul, is alittle fingu-
ar, though I cannot think it witout foundation in
feriptare. Thofe who would fee the fcripture argu-
ments for it, and the difficulties it feems to relieve in,
the gofpel fcheme, may confult a treatife intitled,
s The glory of Chrif as God-man mediator, &c.”
commonly afcribed to the late pious and excellent
Do&or Watts, and the authors to which he refers,
The various appearances of the Redeemer to men,
and his various tranfalions with his church, in the
different periods of it, before his incarnation may, I
imagine, be beit accounteg for upon this fnppoﬁd;lq.
. 3 18
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with the divine Logos, the fecond peifon of
the ever blefled Trinity, he appointed as the
creator and governor of all things vifible and
invifible. John i. 3. Col. i. 16, ¥7, 18. I
Cor. viii, 6. Heb. i. 2, 10. On . the forefight

- His humbling himfelf, and divefting' himfelf of ori-
inal glories, cannot elfe be fo naturally accounted:
Fér, and it is not eafy to conceive, upon any other
{cheme, the poflibility of a covenant of redemption. -
That Gob fhould covenant with Gop, that a trinity
of perfonal fubfiftances, having but one fimple un-
derftanding and will, fhould flipulate and reftipulate
between themfelves, founds a little harfh. But now,
if we fuppofe the pre-exiftent ftate of Chrift’s human
foul, we can eafily conceive a covenant tranfaltion
between him and the father, wherein the one propo-
fed, and the ocher confented and undertook ; wherein
the one commanded, and the other chearfully fub--
niitted and obeyed ; wherein the one fent and the
other came, as it was written in the volume of the
bgok, to do his father’s will, and divefted himfelf
of original glories, and was made under the law,
and fubmitted himfelf to the loweft degrees of
abafement, contempt and fuffering.—Not that I
would, by any means, deny the poffibility of ac-
counting for thefe things, according to the common
fcheme of thinking, or reft the merits of fo impor-
tant a dotrine upon any precarious, unfounded hy-
pothefis. All 1 would infinuate is this, that if the
do&trine of the pre-exiftence of Chrift’s human foul
is founded on feripture ; if it is perfetly confiftent
with the moft orthodox opinions concerning the na-
tures, perfon and offices of the Redeemer ; and if it
feems rationally to folve many plaufible objections
~wrged by the Arians azainft, the orthodox faith, and
to relieve many feeming difficulties in the mediatorial
fcheme, I fee not why it fhould be rejeted, purely
am nccpunt of its fingulasity. ’ .

e N o
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. of man’s fall, Gop was pleafed to appoint this
glorious perfon, as the faviour of human fin-
ners, and for this purpofe to enter into the co-
venant of redemption with him, to the arduous
terms of which he chearfully fubmitted, on
condition of divine fuccours which- were to be
communicated to him, in confequence of his
rfonal union with the divine nature, Ac-
“cordingly, as foon as man had a&ually fallen,
this treaty of peace and reconciliation through
a Redeemer commenced, and a promife of re-
demption was exhibited to Adam ; which prao-
mife was repeated and farther illuftrated in the
various fucceflive difpenfations of the church ;
until, at length, in the fulnefs of time, this
divine complex perfon had a body prepared for
him, in the womb of an immaculate virgin, by
the power of the Holy Ghoft, and fo became
incarnate, or Immanue! Gop with us. This
glorious God-man-mediator becoming thus in-
carnate, did, on the part of Gop, make a full
‘revelation of the divine will, refpe®ing man’s
duty and happinefs ; and on the part of man,
whom he reprefented, whofe furety he was, and
in whofe law place he appeared, he paid a moft
finlefs and perfe&t obedience, and laid down
his life as a moft fpotlefs facrifice to anfwer the
demands of juftice againft guilty man; and
having thus died for our fins, he rofe again for

" our juftification, and afcended into heaven, -
there to exhibit and plead his meritorious fa=
crifice in our behalf, and in virtue. thereof to
folicit our parden and acceptance with Gon,
and to .prepare manfions of glory for the re-
ception of all his faithful followers at his fe-
gond coming, that fo he may be for ever the
. ) D4 triumphant
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triumphant head of a happy, grateful, redeemed
people to the honour and glery of Gop, the
eternal father. Thus in all things it behoved
Chrift to be made like unto his brethren, that
he might be a merciful and faithful high prieft
in things pertaining to Gopo, to make recon-
ciliation for the fins of the people, By virtue
of his human nature, he was capable of obey-
ing and fuffering in the place of man*; and by

virtue

* I am fenfible that the vicarious fufferings of
Chrift, in the room and flead of finners, has been
much fpoken againft, not only by infidels, but by
many profefled Chriftians. The offence taken at this .
do&rine feems chiefly to arife from the unreafonable-
nefs and injultice of the fame matter in human fo-
cieties, in which it would be efteemed not only
highly injurious, but alfo highly impolitic, to admit
the punithment of an innocent perfon, in the room
and ftead of one who is guilty in capital cafes. And
indeed fo it would, for by this means the fociety
muft lofe its beft members and retain its worft;

which, befides the iniquity of the thing, myft prove
" wvery prejudicial to the interefts of human fociety,

and deftroy the end and efficacy of human laws.—
‘But the truth is, the two cafes admit of no parallel.
:Chrift perfeitly foreknew, and freely underwent the
fufferiogs which were laid upon him. His life was
wholly at his own difpofal, he had power to lay it
-down, and power to take it upon him again, John x.
18. Hishumsn nature had alfo a large and glorious
reward conferred upon it by the deity, which was a
noble equivalent and retribution for its fhort, though
bitter fufferings : For becaufe he humbled himfelf,
‘énd became obedient to death, tberefore Gop alfo
“hath highly exalted him, and given him a name
which 1s above every nmame: That at the name of
Jefus every knee fhould bow, and every tongue ctfm‘:
. - tels
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virtue of his divine nature, his obedience and
fufferings had an infinite worth and merit in
the fight of Gop. Hereby Gop’s law was
. honoured, his juftice fatisfied, his hatred againft

fin difplayed, ﬁis mercy magnified, and a way
for the honourable exercife of that attribute to-
wards finners opened, fo that he might appear to
be perfe&tly juft, even in juftifying fuch finners as
believe in fefus 3—and might confultand promote

fefs that he is Lord, to the glory of God the father, Phil.
ii. 8—11. He was well affured that his vicarious fuf-
ferings would be pleafing to his heavenly father, ad-
vantageous to himfelf, advancive of the divine glory,
and beneficial to the fouls of them for whom he fuf-
fered. Warrants and encouragements thefe, which
no other perfon can poflibly have in the like cafe.—
Befides, . the moral world could not fuffer in the leaft
by the impunity of thofe guilty perfons for whom he
~die@ (as human focieties fuffer by the impunity of
criminal members) becaufe the very defign of his
dying for them, was, that of guilty rebels he might
make them loyal and obedient fubjets, and worthy
.members of Gop’s moral kingdom: He gave him-
felf for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity,
and purify us unto himfelf, a peculiar people zealous
of good works, Tit. ii. 14. And thofe who ftill con-
tinue to oppofe and refift his faving method, fhall meet
with a more aggravated punithment, in proportion to
the greatnefs of their guilt: They fhall be punithed
with everlafting deftruction, from the prefence of the.
Lord, and from the glory of his power, 2 Thefl. i.
- 9. So that you' fee there is an infinite difparity be-
tween the vicarious fufferings of Chrift, and that of
innocent members in human focieties; and therefore,
it is highly unreafonable to argue from the one to the
other, and to conclude, that becaufe the one would
be injurious and unreafonable, therefore the other
muft be fo too,
‘ the:
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the glory of every "perfeCtion while he was in
Chrift reconciling the world unto himfelf, and
pot imputing their trefpafles unto them®. See
Rom. 1ii. 26. 2 Cor. v. 19.

Now,

: ® Tue grand objeftion urged againft the gofpel
by the heathen philofophers, and which ftill feems to
offend infidels, is, that it fuppofes Gop to have fent
bis only begotten fon into the world to die by the
hands, and in the ftead of fuch mean, worthlefs crea-
‘tures, as guilty men. ~This do&rine of Chrift cru-
cified was to them foolithnefs in the very abflrat.
‘They could by no means bear the thought of a dying
Gop, 3 fuffering divinity, a crucified faviour ; nor
could they bring together into their minds the dif-
tant extremes of divinity and humanity, fo as to fup-
pofe them capable, of being united in one perfon,
Hence they treated the doftrine of the incarnation
as an incredible romance, and regarded the fufferings
of the fon of Gop as an abfurd, impious and pro-
fane fable. But this objeion arifes either from an
ignorance of the gofpel dottrine, concerning the na-
tures and perfon of Chrift, or from a ftudied intrica«
ting and perplexing of the queftion.

For although Chriftians in a loofe, rhetorical and
figurative ftile, and agreeable to what they call the
* communicatio idiomatum, or the reciprocal attribution of
-the properties of Chrift's different natures to his
complex perfon, do fpeak of the humiliation, fuf-
fering, blood and death of Goo; i e. of him wha
in one of his natures is Gop, yet they religioufly
deny, in firit propriety of fpeech, the poflibility of
Chrift’s divine nature, or its being capable of fuftaining
any lofs, or d'minution of its original and eflential
glory or happinefs, by virtue of its union with his hu-
-aranity : For as the rays of the fun can fuffer no con-
tamination by fhining on a dunghill, and as the
Qeity is eflentially ?refent in hell, without endyring

: . any

B !
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- Now, in order that finners may become par-
takers of the benefits of this redemption, it is
made

any pain, fo the divinity of Chrift was intimately
united to his humbled and fuffering humanity, with-
out enduring any fenfe of pain, or fuftaining any
abatement of its primitive glory, by fuch union.

Ir it fhould appear incredible that the divine na-
ture fhould condefcend fo low, as to unite itfelf to a
human foul and body, for the redemption and falva-
tion of fuch worthlefs polluted creatures as finners of
mankind ; we muft confels indeed, that this is an
aftonifhing inftance of condefcenfion and philanthropy !
—But if we take a comprehenfive view of the attual
and Eoﬂible defigns of this myftery, we fhall ceafe to
think it incredible. Let us not therefore confine the
end and defign of Chrift’s incarnation and fufferings,
merely to the redemption and falvation of a few finners
of mankind, how excellent and God-like foever this
defign may appear; but let us extend our views, and
_conlgld'er how much Gobp’s eflential jultice was glo- -
rified, and his eternal law honoured by the obedience
and fatisfattion of Chrift.—Let us confider what a
demonftration this gave, perhaps to ten -thoufand
worlds of intelligent creatures, of Gob’s hatred
againft Gn, his love of righteoufnefs and order, and
of the riches of his exuberant mercy !—Befides, who
«€an tell what excellent purpofes this inftance of Gon’s
feverity and mercy may have ferved in other worlds,
and among other tanks of beings, to us unkoown, 10
whom, however, it may have been communicated
by the great father of all fpirits, for wife and, to us,
infcrutable defigns? Who dare pofitively fay, that it
is not a means_in the comprehenfive fcheme of the
divine government, of confirming and preferving
other provinces of the intelle&tnal world, in a ftate
.of obedience and happinefs, and of promoting the
,gq:(cv{ggancc, and exciting the eternal admiration,
o - - ZIeverence
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made neceflary, on their part, that they believe
this gofpel report; become duly fenfible of
their own guilt, weaknefs and unworthinefs,
of the mercy of Gob, and the allfufficiency of

reverence, loveand praife of the whole fyftem of intel-
leGtual beings ? Itis not obfcurely intimated in the fa-
cred records, that Chrift the redeemer, is the lord of
angels as well as of men, that fuperior intelligences
pry with defire and attention into the fcheme of re-
deeming grace : Upon the birth of Chrift thefe be-
nevolent fpirits are reprefented as deeply intereftin
them{elves in this furprizing event, as an event whic
would give rife to a new tribute of glory and praife
to Gop in the highet heavens, as well as produce
peace upon earth, and good-will towards men. So
that there is probably a clofer conneétion than we are
yet aware of, between ourfelves and other fyftems of
intelle@tual being, dnd although thefe connefions
may,for wife reafons, be concealed from us, in this
ftate of our exiftence, yet they may, for reafons
equally wife, be revealed to thefe other fyftems of
being, and have a very confiderable influence upon -
their moral condu&. )

~ It is pitiable ignorance, and wretched arrogance
of a crawling infet of this terraqueous globe, to
take upon him to meafure the divine difpenfations by
the proportion of his own fhort and narrow under-,
ftanding, and to deny their wifdom and equity, mere-
ly becaufe he is not able to comprehend their excel-
léncy, or penetiate all their reafons, .

© Tue narrow and contralted views of infidels in
matters fupernatural, and that freedom and boldnefs
with which they cenfure things, far beyond the ken
of human underftanding, and the decifions of human
reafon, puts me often in mind of Mr. Addifon’s fly,
Guard, Vol. I. Ne. 70, than which I do not remem-
ber to have met with a finer and jufter piece of rail-

lery. :
' : Chrift ;
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Chrift ; that they apply to him and rely upon
him by faith for falvation,’ according to the re-"
prefentations made of him in the gofpel ; that
they return unto Gop by a true and unfeigned
repentance, and endeavour, after a fincere and
univerfal evangelical righteoufnefs, giving them-
felves up into the hands of the redeemer, to be
pardoned and accepted through his merit, go-
verned by his laws, fan&ified by his fpirit, difs
pofed of by his providence, and faved by his
power and grace.

-BuT, as man is naturally averfe and difin-
clined, even to the very means of his reco-
very, Gop has been gracioufly pleafed ta ap-
point the Holy Ghoft, the third perfon of the
ever. blefled trinity, as the fanétifier of finners;
‘to enlighten their minds, to difcern the reality
and force of gofpel truths add motives, in fuch
an effe@ual manner, as that their wills, with-
out any infringement on their natural liberty,
may be powerfully inclined to a humble ac-
ceptance of the gofpel offer, and to a cordial
compliance with the terms of falvation. By the
operations of this divine agent, in concurrence
-with the eftablifhed means of grace, the under-
ftandings of finners are illuminated in the faving
knowledge of fpiritual things ; their hearts pu-
rified and quickened, in the ways of holinefs ;
their affeCtions fpiritualized and refined ; their
~ natures changed and moulded into a divine
temper and likenefs, and their whole man
gradually fitted and qualified for that pure
-and exalted happinefs which -the gofpel pro- -
mifes : and although, finners have naturally no
.. right or title to the aids of the fpirit, yet, in
confequence of Chrift's purchafe and media-

tion,
¥ .
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tion, it is become the gift of Gob to rien,
A difpenfation of it every where attends the
preaching of the gofpel, and finners are en-
couraged to afk it from Gop by humble, ear-
neft prayer; who has promifed to impart
it to all who fincerely afk, and who do not
wilfully refift and quench its motions, with
greater readinefs than any father gives good
things to a beloved child, Luke xi. 13. The
brief fum of all which is this: Chrift laid down
his life, not only as a martyr, in confirmation
of his teftimony ; but alfo an expiatory facri-
fice made to the divine juftice for the fins of
men, and that a way might be opened for the
bonourable exercife of the divine mercy to
guilty rebels. Through faith in him we ob-
tain forgivenefs, upon our fincere repentance.
Being forgiven, we are efteemed righteous be-
foxe Gop, for his moft perfe&t righteoufnefs
fake, Breing juftified, there commences a ftate
of reconciliation and friendfhip between Gop
and us. Being reconciled we are intitled to the
fanétifying, renewing, quickening and com-
forting influences of the Holy Ghoft; to the
conftant mediation and interceffion of Jefus
Chrift; bave all needed fupplies of grace from
him as our head; have the fure promife of life
eternal here, and the certain enjoyment of it
hereafter.

Tais then is the account which the gofpel
gives us of the redemption, purchafed for us
by Chrift, and the method in which we are
made partakers of it. And now, does it ap-
pear at all credible, that an ignorant impoftor,
and a few crazy fanatics, which Chrift and his
apsflles muft needs have been, upon the fuppofi-

tion
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tion of infidelity, fhould have been the authors
of fuch a wife, rational and confiftent contri-
vance as this |—

‘ONCE more, this gofpel has in all ages had’

its beft friends and ftrongeft advocates amongft
" the wifeft and beft of men. Thofe men of
almoft every age, "who have been moft famous
for deep thinking, and impartial enquiry after
truth, "have firmly believed, and openly de-
fended the Chriftian religion, whereas very few
but fuperficial wits, and wrong-headed philofo-
phers, or open debauchees, have efpoufed the
caufe of infidelity: And the few writers of
diftin¢tion, who have appeared againft Chrifti-
anity, thew fo much fpleen, rancour and ill-
nature, in their writings, as makes it plainly
appear they were under the influence of in-
veterate prejudices, which render them ver
unfit enquirers after truth. The Lords quft};
bury and Bolingbroke are evidently of fuch a cha-
racter, and as for the generality of the other
Englifh deifts, they are almoft below contempt
itfelf. Whereas, not to mention the Chriftian
fathers, many of whom were before their con-
verfion among the wifeft of the philofophers,
and not to mention the clergy, who may be
allowed to have a little learning, common fenfe
and honefty, as well as other men, Chriftianity
has had it beft friends, and ableft defenders,
amongft the greateft philofophers of this and the
laft age, who being mere laymen, could have
no interefted or mercenary motives to defend its
caufe. Where can infidelity boaft of fuch ad-
vocates as a Newton, Locke, Boyle, Addifon,
Milton, Weft and Littleton in England, and
a Gratius and others on the continent; all of
6" which

'
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which have not only been firm and devout be-
Tievers of Chriftianity, but many of them have
4lfo written in its defence, and commented on
~ the holy fcriptures. Thefe have all been
-bright and fhining ornaments to Chriftianity,
while, at the fame time, the Chriftian reli-
gion has refleted an additional glory on their
chara@ters, and done them a real honour.
.Hence I would infer, that if the Chriftian re-
velation has -forced its evidence upon fuch fu-
perior geniuffes, on men of fuch great fagacity
and deep penetration, who were confefledly fo
much mafters of rational enquiry, it is no con-
temptible argument of its truth and divinity,
.and that the evidences for its fupport can ftand
the teft of the moft impartial fcrutiny.

AND now, may I not defy all the philofo-
phers and founders of religious feéts in the
heathen world, and all the infidels of Chriften-
dom, to produce fuch a fyftem of religion as
this ; adorned with fuch glorious internal cha-
ralters of truth and divinity; fo worthy of
Gop ; fo well calculated for the benefit and
relief of men; headed by fuch a founder, or
recommended to the world by fuch rational
and effential marks of divine authority |—Alas!
for the blindnefs of the human underftanding,
which cannot difcern the vifible chara&ers of

- divinity which fhine, with anunequalled luftre,
in our holy fcriptures, and which can ftupidly .
prefer the dry philofophy of a’Semeca, or the
more taftelefs opinions of a modern infidel, to
fuch a grand, fublime, confiftent and divine
religion as our new teftament contains !—Alas !
for the pride and perverfenefs of the human
mind, which will pretend to a light which it

has:
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has not, and will not humble itfelf to receive
infiru&ions even from Gop himfelf, although
coming down from heaven with the brighteft
evidence ! Lorp do thou difpofe our minds to
receive the truth in the love of it: Preferve us
from the foolith counfels and proud imaginations
of thefe unhappy men; and while we deteft
sheir principles, help us to pity them above -all
others of the human race, and earneftly to
pray that they may be brought from darknefs to
light, and from the power of fatan to the
living God. O do thou fhine into their -
hearts, and give them the light of the know-
ledge of thine own glory, as it is unvailed and
exhibited in the face of Jefus Chrift, who is
the brightnefs of thy glory, and the exprefs
image of thy perfon. Bring them to know
thee the only true God and Jefus Chrift, whom
thou haft fent, whom to know .aright is life

eternalk  For if our gofpel be hid, fays the

apoftle, it is hid to them that are loft, in whom
the Gop of this world hath blinded the minds of
them which believe not, left the light of the
glorious gofpel of Chrift, who is the image of
Gop, fhould fhine unto them, 2 Cor. iv. 3,
4. An awful confideration this to infidels, if
the gofpel thould happen to be true, and a con-
fideration which thould make them examine and
tremble ! :

"Vor. L E General
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‘General Obje&ions againft a divine revela-
-tion ftated and anfwered.

t PeTER iii. 15.

e Be ready always to give an anfwer to every
man that afketh you a reafon of the hope that is -
" in you, with mecknefs and fear.

TWO things I propofed fiom this text,
1ft. To lay before you fome prefumptive -
arguments for the truth of Chriftianity; which

muft ftrongly difpofe every reafonable, intelli--
gent and honeft perfon to receive the holy

_ feriptures as a revelation from Gob, the father
of lights; and, fecondly, to anfwer fome ob-
jetions, which are alledged by infidels, againtt
revelation in general, and the Chriftian revela~
tion in particular.

I now proceed to the fecond general head pro-
pofed, namely, to anfwer fome objetions, alledg-
ed by infidels, againft revelation in general, and
the Chriftian revelation in particular, I confefs, .

indeed,
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indeed, that thefe obje&ions might feem to be
more properly anfwered, after having faid all
I intend to fay upon the argument; but, how-
ever, [ have preferred this place for them, as I
imagine, what may be faid upon them, may
throw fome light on the remaining part of the
fubject. -

Ift. ONE of the grand obje&ions which in-
fidels make againft revelation in general is, that
it is entirely unneceflary. For, fay they, the
light of nature and of reafon is fully fufficient to
fhew every man his duty, in every circumftance
and condition of life ; and therefore, it is not
confiftent, they tell us, with the wifdom of
Gob to give us a vain and needlefs revelation
of his will, feeing he has revealed ic {ufficiently
to every man, by his reafon and natural light.
‘To this I anfwer, that this is not true in faét,
and therefore to argue thus, is to fet fuppofi-
tion againft fa&, and to reafon.from poffibilities
againft experience and certainty.

I HAvE fhewed elfewhere, that mere un-
aflifted reafon and natural light has not been
fufficient to lead one in a thoufand of the hea-
then even to the knowledge of one, true and
eternal Gop, and‘much lefs to give them the
.knowledge of his will, and of their own duty
in its whole extent:—And I could wifh that
-thofe gentlemen, who argue fo ftrongly for
the fufficiency of the light of natural reafon, in
matters of religion, .would travel a little among
the Hottentots at the Cape of Good-Hope, or
among the - Miffifirpi and Flirida Indians, and
fee what fine philofophers the light of nature
has made them ; and what juft notions' it has,

E2. given
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given them about Gop and religion, And
certainly they cannot deny but that thofe bea-
thens have as great degrees of this natural light
as themfelves, and are much freer from preju-
dice, as their minds have never been biafled or
prepoflefled by a Chriftian education.

THE truth is, our baptized infidel deifts
have borrowed their notions of Gop, and
morality from a Chriftian education, from’
reading the fcriptures, and the ancient philofo-
phers ; and then endeavour to perfuade them-
felves and others, that they have taken all thefe
fine notions from the pure, unaffifted light of
nature and reafon. Whereas, in truth, had

" thefe very men been born and educated among
the Hottentots at the Cape, or among the In-
dians on the continent of America, all their
boafted light of reafon would not have pre-
vented them from being as brutifh canibals and
idolaters as other Indians and Hottentots, among
which they lived. Is it not therefore pleafant
enough to hear men cry up the fufficiency of
natural light in matters of religion, when they.
have fuch undeniable demonftrations of its
utter infufficiency, from plain experience and
matter of fack? ' .

Ir infidels will anfwer to this, that the hea-
then philofophers attained to very clear notions
of the nature of Gop, and moral duty, by the
mere unaffifted light of nature, and that other
heathens might do fo too, if they would take
the fame pains. [ anfwer, this wants proof.
It is certain, from many paffages im the wri«
tings of Plato, Socrates, Fuvenal and others,
that they had read the Fewifh fcriptures, which
were tranflated into the Grees when thofe men

wrote,
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wrote, and doubtlefs they borrowed many of
their jufteft notions about Gop and morality
from the law and the prophets, though they do
not acknowledge it : And we are morally cer-
‘tain, that Seneca, Epictetus, Famblicus, Mark
Antony, and many other heathen philofophers,
who wrote fince Chriftianity has commenced, are
much indebted to the light of the gofpel, for
their great improvements in morality : So that,
I am verily perfuaded that the ancient heathen
hilofophers have drawn moft of their cele-

grated fentiments concerning Gop and reli-
gion, from the fcriptures of the o/d and new
teflaments.  But,

2dly. To argue, that becaufe our natural
reafon may give us fome juft notions about Gop
and moral duties; therefore revelation is unne-
ceflary and ufelefs,—is but about as good fenfe
as to argue, that becaufe we can fee the flars
and planets with our naked eyes, therefore te-
lefcopes are of no ufe in aftronomy. For al-
though we fhould grant, that a man may, by his
own reafon, know that there is a Gop, and
that he is to be feared, worfhipped, loved and
obeyed : yet would not a farther revelation be
neceffary, to give us clearer and jufter notions
of the nature and will of Gop, and to teach
us how we may worfhip him acceptably to be
happy in his enjoyment ?~~Hence, you fee how
weak and groundlefs this objection againft re-
velation is, which is taken from the fufficiency
of the light of reafon, in matters of religion.
But, ' , ' "

IIdly. Tue infidels obje&, that to fuppofe
the abfolute neceflity and great expediency of a
revelation, will infer that it muft be univerfal,

E 3 ' exte’nding
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extending to all ages, nations, and particular
perfons. bFor, fay they, as Gop gave the natu-
ral fun to enlighten, warm and fruéify the whole
earth ; fo if his goodnefs difpofed him to give
a revelation to enlighten the minds of men, he
would give it to the whole world witheut excep-
tion ; whereas the Chriftian revelation is not
enjoyed by the one half of the world, and the
greateft part of thofe who have it, are faid to
mifunderfland and abufe it.—I anfwer, the mat-
ter of this objeGtion fuppofes the greateft ab-
furdity, and that which is contradiGed by uni-
verfal experience ; _namely, that Gop almighty
is obliged to give the fame natural capacities,
the fame advantages' for the dilcovery of truth,
and the fame outward bleflings of providence
to all men, without diftin&ion. For the fame
reafoning which would prove that the gofpel is
not a revelation from Gop, becaufe all men do
not enjoy it, would equally prove that reafon
is not the gift of Gop, becaufe Gop has not
given as much of it to every dunce and idict
as he gave.to Des Cartes or Sir Ifaac Newton ;
for if Gob is obliged, by his goodnefs, togive
the gofpel, with the fame advantages, to all
nations, ages and individuval perfons ; he muft
be obliged for the fame reafon, to give the fame
honour, the fame power, the fame riches, the
fame natural talents and capacities, to all ages,
nations and particular perfons ; thefe being all
the gifts of Gob, as well as the gofpel: But
this is not fo in fa&. Gop appears plainly to
give all his bleffings partially, or in diffcrent
degrees, to different perfons and nations. And
therefore, if. there is any weight in this ab-
jection, it lies as ftrong againft the’being and
providence
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providence of Gob, as againft the truth of the
gofpel ; and for the fame reafons that it will
make men infidels or deifts, it will alfo make
them atheifts. Let me afk thefe men, why
their brother infidels, the poor bottentots, have
not the fame capacities, learning and notions of
Gobp and religlon as themfelves? And when
they give me a fufficient anfwer to this, I will
alfo tell them why Gob has not communicated
the Chriftian revelation with equal advantages to
all the world. But,

2dly. THE gofpel revelation was certainly
intended for the univerfal good of mankind.
Its apoftles and minifters were commanded to
‘teach it to all nations, and to preach it to
every rational creature, Mat. xxviii. 19. Mark
xvi. 16.—And it lies upon infidels to prove
that it has not been atually offered to every
nation under heaven. It is moft certain, in
fa&, that it has been preached in all the four
quarters of the world, Africa, Afia, Europe
and America. Nor do I believe there is one par-
ticular kingdom or nation in the known world,
in which there has not been endeavours ufed
to propagate it. But if its progrefs has been:
obftruéted, by perfecution, prejudice and ob-
ftinacy ; and its purity and fimplicity corrupted
by craft, ambition and mercenary motives;
and its propagation negleéted by thofe in whofe
power it was; its not being univerfal is owing
to no want of care and goodnefs in Gop, but -
to the negligence and vices of men; fo that
the neceflity of its univerfality may be allowed,
though it be not in fact, univerfal.—I an{wer,

3dly. TraT the very fimilitude of the
natural {un deftroys the force of the objeétion ;

E 4 for
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for although the fun is the moft univerfal
blefling under heaven, without whofe influences
the whole animal and vegetable creation muft
neccflarily perith ; yet even its light and heat
are given partially to the world : Some parts
of the earth are deprived of its light and heat
for fix months together, and in the other fix
months, its rays fhine upon them, fo faintly
and obliquely, as not to be able to produce
ap{ fruitfulnefs in the earth, '
F Gobp therefore renders fome parts of the

earth pleafant and fruitful by the fun, and leaves

. others barren and defolate, for want of its
chearing influences, why may he pot permit
the light of the gofpel to fhine clearer, and
with more comforting rays, upon one part of
the earth than another? For the cafes feem
exaltly parallel.—But,

IF an infidel fhould afk me, why the .gofpel
revelation was not given to mankind in an
earlier age of the world ? I ‘might as properly
afk that infidel, why God did not create the,
world fooner than he did ?—Thefe things being
refolvable only into the fovereign will and plea-
fure of Gop, who giveth to no man an ac-
count of his matters, and who does things as
he will, and when he will.

But 1 anfwer more dire&ly, Gop did re-
veal his gofpel as foon as there was need of it;
f. e. as foon as man had fallen, and was be-
come finful. So that Chriftianity is very near
as old as the creation, CHRIST being promifed -
to Adam in the garden of Eden, and typified in
all the ceremonies and facrifices of the law of
Mzfes. And if the Chriftian revelation was
of a narrow compafs at that time, fo the faith
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of believers was proportionably narrow, and
had but few objets to be exercifed upon.—So
‘that 1 think the force of this fecond obje&ion,
taken from the neceflity of the Chriftian reve-
lation being univerfal, in order to its beinx
from Gob, is fufficicntly deftroyed.—But infi-
dels objedt,

Illdly, THAT a revelation coming from Gop
for the inftrution of men, muft be very plain
and level to the capacities of all men, other-
wife it does not anfwer the defign of a divine
revelation. But the fcriptures of the old and
new teftaments, fay they, are dark, obfcure,
myfterious and unintelligible, and therefore can-
not be a revelation from Gob, for the benefit
and inftru&tion of mankind in general.

I anfwer, no wonder that many parts of the
fcriptures are obfcure and incomprehenfi-
ble by us, feeing they relate to Gop, whofe
. effence and perfe@ions are infinite and eternal,
-and whom none, by fearching, can find out
unto perfetion. The pretended obfcurity of
other paflages may, or do, arife from our ig-
norance of fome circumftances and cuftoms re-
ferred to, or from the fhortnefs of fome rela-
tions and “accounts, or from fome fmall errors
committed in tranfcribing, printing and tran-
flating the fcriptures, and thefe are oblcutitics
which are unavoidable in ancient books, which
have been fo long in the world as the fcrip-
tures : And yet thefe errors and obfcurities in -
fcripture are fo inconfiderable in themfelves,
and moft of them fo well cleared up by ancient |
hiftory, that they do not in the lealt affeét the
credibility of the revelation, nor impede its

' ufefulnefs,
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ufcfulnefs, but rather prove its antiquity, and
thew its excellency.

THE fcriptures have been written piece-
meal, by different pens in different periods of
the world and church. And befides the ge-
peral delign of inftruéting the church in all
ages in the great truths and duties of religion,
the infpired writers were led to addrefs them-
felves more particularly to reform the manners of
the perfons among whom they lived, and to
whom they immediately wrote and preached.
Now this circumftance, if duly weighed, will
afford a good. reafon why, ‘at this diftance of
time, many paffages, both of the old and new
teftament {criptures, fhould appear difficult and
obfcure to us, who do not fully know the rea-
fons for which, and the emergencies and oc-
cafions upon which thefe paffages of fcripture
were fpoken and written. In erder, for in-
ftance, to judge of the wifdom and propriety
of many of the ceremonial and judicial laws of
Mofes, it is neceflary we fhould be thoroughly
acquainted with the reafons and ends of thefe
laws, the genius and circumftances of that
people, and the peculiar danger they were in of
being infnared and corrupted by ‘the immoral
and idolatrous pralices of the neighbouring
heathen nations. A thorough knowledge of

- thefe things would greatly illuftrate the fitnefs
and excellency of many of thefe laws, which,
from a defe&t of this knowledge, do now ap-
pear vainand ridiculous.

Many of the prophetic figns, parables, em-
blematical attions and geftures, and many alfo
of their particular reproofs, remonftrances and
exhortations, and of the tropes, allufions and

fimilitudes

-
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fimilitudes ufed in their difcourfes, are either
entirely mifunderftood, or lofe much of their
force and fignificancy, or feem even ridiculous
to a modern reader, for want of a duc know-
ledge of antiquity, of the fpirit, genius and
cuftoms of the ancient Fews; of the various
fpecies of idolatries and immoralities to which
they were addited ; 2nd efpecially, of the me-
thods of inftru&ion then in ufe among them
and the other eaftern nations. A knowledge
of thefe things would not only fet thefe obfcu-
rities and peculiarities, in the writings of the
prophets, above ridicule and contempt; but
alfo make them appear to' be the moft bold,
noble and matfterly ftrokes in all their writings.
But ignorant critics, making no allowances be-
tween the times, manners and cuftoms of the
ancient fews and the modern Chriftians, would
try all things by a modern ftandard, and there-
fore muft neceflarily make a falfe judgement, in
taxing with folly and impropriety, in the an-
cients, all things that agree not with the tafte
and manners of the moderns. The juftnefs of
this remark is fo obvious in itfelf, that it needs
no farther illuftration.

Now as it is evident, that a great part of
the old teftament fcriptures were addrefied to
the ancients, and are peculiarly adapted to the
genius, cuftoms and manners of that people to
whom they were immediately aldrefied, they
were doubtlefs well underftood by tho’e perfons
to whom they were addreflud, and therefore
have wholly anfwered their end; and if now,
throuph un i:ncrance of antiquity, fome of
theg are become -obfcure and ‘unintelligible to
us, I fee not what argument this can be agair;Q

the
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credibility and divine authority of the holy
fcriptures, in which all thofe falls, principles
. and do&rines, which are of perpetual ufe and
univerfal concernment to the church, are.
handed down to us in the moft plain and per-

fpicuous manner.
. As for the myfleries of revelation, which
are allowed by Chriftians themfelves to be in-
comprehenfible, they were never revealed to usas
matters of knowledge, but as matters of faith and
admiration, and although all of them are above
our, comprehenfion, yet none of them is jimpoffi-
ble, or implies a contradition ; and therefore,
all of them may, and ought to be believed, as
coming from Gop, with whom all things are
poflible, which imply not a contradi&ion. And
certainly deifts, if ‘they have any religion at all,
cannot reafonably obje&t againft revelation on
account of its myfteries; feeing natural religion
is almoft as full of myflteries as revelation :
The very being of a Gop, and almoft all hig

works, being myfteries, asincomprehenfible b
us, as any myflery revealed in the gofpel.

CerTAINLY, if men are not void of com-
mon fenfe, they will not pretend to make their
-own conceptions the meafure of poffibilities ;
nor bring the works and power of Gop to be
tryed at the bar of their own fhallow judge-
ment ! And if an infidel had a fingle fpark of
reafon in his breaft, I might appeal to himfelf,
whether he cannot as well comprehend the my-
flesy of the trinity, or of the incarnation of
CHRIST, as the formation of a blade of grafs,
or the union of the foul and body ? Or whe-
ther he cannot as eafily conceive how CHrisT
turned water into wine, as how a plant ig
formed
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formed out of water and earth? So that the
fmalleft myfteries in nature, are equally as in-
conceivable as the greateft myfteries of the
gofpel :—As to the prophefies comcerning
CHRri18T, although fome of them are alle-
gorical, myftical and obfcure; yet many of
them are fo plain and clear, that they rather
feem a hiftory of CHRrIsT’s life and fufferings,
than a prophefy concerning them: and as tor
other prophefies which may feem obicure to us,
they may appear’ clear enough to fome future
age of the church, when the things foretold in
them fhall be fulfilled; fo that they cannot
poflibly be proved abfurd or ufelefs; by any rea-
fonable inferences.

BuT the truth is, thofe who argue againft
the plainnefs and perfpicuity of the holy fcrip—
tures, argue themfelves to be very weak, or
what is worfe, very difhoneft men.

For it is evident to a demonftration, that
the great and eternal duties of morality, are no
where fo clearly and plainly Iaid down, "nor fo
frequently and powerfully inculcated, as in the
Chriftian revelation. The great duties of love
to Gob, ‘of righteoufnefs and charity to our
neighbour ;—of patience, humility, meeknefs,
fobriety, temperance and chaftity ;—of repen-
tance for fin, and newnefs of heart and life,
may be found in almoft every leaf in the bible,
fo that be wko runs may read, and the weakeft
capacity may underftand, and [ dare confident!
venture to affirm that an ordinary capacity wif;
find more folid inftruction in morality in the
sth, 6th and 7th chapters of St. Matthew’s
gofpels or the 12th, 13th, 14th and 5§th chap-
ters of Paul’s epiftle to the Romans, thanin gh[;

e
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beft fyftem of human philofophy that ever was
wrote. And even if we thould grant that fome
peceflary parts of the Chriftian revelation, are
too deep and fublime for ordinary capacities,
which neverthelefs cannot be proved, yet Gop
has in all ages appointed a miniftry in his
church, whofe intire bufinefs and ftudy itis to
explain the doétrines of religion to the meaneft
capacities.

As for the real depth and obfcurity of many
things in fcripture4, the fublimity of many
do&trines, the height, and depth, and length,
and breadth of the wifdom and love of Gonb,
in the wonderful plan of our redemption, which
pafleth all human knowledge, and which filleth
the angelic minds with rapture and amaze-
ment ; and the reafons of many things in the
fcheme and adminiftration of divine providence,
which we cannot fully account for in the pre-
fent dark and imperfect ftate ; they tend won-
derfully to aggrandize the Chriftian revelation,
and are fo far from being objections againft it,
that they are undoubted fignatures of its ma-
jefty and divine original. They are a fecurity
againft that contempt and negle&t commonly
caft upon mean and vulgar things, which are ea-

fily attained and underftood. The knowledge of
that which is fublime raifes our defires, excites
our ambition, and engages our ftudy and at-
tention. It is fit that rational creatures fthould
have their powers fuitably exercifed, and thefe °
fublime doétrines are excellently adapted to this
purpofe. The inveftigation and contemplation
of thefe truths, are a noble exerciie of our

a 2 Pet. iii. 16. Rom. xi. 33. If, Iv. 8, a.
‘ , Chriftian
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Chriftian patience, induftry and diligence, tend"
to give great and worthy ideas of the unfearch-.
able Gop, who is wife in counfel, and excellent
in working ; juft and humble notions of our own
ignorance and weaknefs, to keep us in a duc
dependance on the illuminating fpirit of Gop
for conduét and direftion into all neceflary
truth, and to excite in us longing defires after
that bright and refulgent day, when the veil
of ignorance fhall be taken from our minds,
and in the light of which we fhall dilcover,
with infinite pleafure and eafe thofe adorable .
myfteries of ‘providence and grace, which new.
elude our moft curious and painful refearches.

Hence you fee how weak and groundlefs
that objetion is, which is taken from the my-
fteries of Chriftianity, and from the pretended
obfcurities of the Chriftian revelation. 1 now
proceed to a .

IVih objeétion, taken from the meannefs
.and fimplicity of the fcripture ftile and phrafe-
ology. Celfus, and many lefs competent judges
fince his days, have objected againft the fcrip-
ture ftile and phrafeology as mean, fimple and
unworthy the fpirit of Gop. But how the
meannefs and fimplicity of the fcripture, even
granting the matter of the objection to be true,
"fhould be a good argument againft its credi-
bility and divine original 1 cannot fee; unlefs
men would bring down Gop to the rules of
human eloquence; or take it for granted,
that he could not teach mankind the truths and
duties of religion, in any other ftile or lan-
guage than that of Cicero, Demofihenes or Thu-
¢ydides ; the ftandards which thefe men have fet

L4 up’
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up, by which to try all other writings both ku=
man and divine.

To examine this matter to the bottom, and
to fhew at large the rafhnefs and ignorance of
this obje&tion, would réquire more room than I
can here fpare. 1 fhall only obferve a few
things briefly. .
. 1. THE truths delivered in fcripture are of

too ferious and important a nature to be drefled
in the tinfel ornaments of an affeCted eloquence,
The more naked and fimple they are, the more
grand and lovely they will appear. As a dia-
mond can bortow no additional worth and
luftre, but muft rather be depreciated and
obfcured, by being painted with the fineft and
moft brilliant colours ; fo the truths of religion
" would rather be tarnifhed than rendered more
amiable, by the taudry ornaments of pompous
figures, meafured periods, and an inflated dic-
tion. Hence we find the moft learned infpired
writer of the néw teftament, utterly difclaim-
ing this kind of rhetorical, pompous, orna-
mented ftile in his preaching and writing, as -
vain and impertinent, beneath the dignity of
this fubject, and alien to the genius and inte-
reft of the gofpel. Curist, fays he, fent me
to preach the gofpel, nit with wifdeom  of words,
Ieft the crofs of CHRIST fhould be made of none
effeit —And I, brethren, when I came unte
you, came not with excellency of [peech, or of wif-
dom, declaring unto you the teflimony of Gop.—s
And my [peech, and my preaching was nit with en-
ticing words of man’s wifdom, but in demonfira-
tion of the [pirit of power : that your faith fbould
not fland in the wifdom of men, but in the power
of Gop.—Which things alfo we [peak, not in the

8 words
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words which man’s wifdom teacheth, but which the
Holy Ghoft teacheth, comparing [piritual things
with fpiritual®.  The trifling and doubtful mat-
ters which were the commen topics of the
heathen orators and fophifts, needed a parade of
words and a pomp of figures, to raife them
above-contempt, and to give them an air of
importance and refemblance: But the truths of
religion defpife all fuch borrowed aids, they
appear moft lovely and charming in their own
native fimplicity and grandeur. Befides, had
the apoftles availed themfclves of human rhe-
toric and eloquence in writing and preaching
the gofpel, their fuccefs would have been af-
fcribed to thefe fophiftical arts, and not to the
power of naked truth, and the co-operation of
divine influences.—Therefore it pleafed Gob,
that this gofpel treafure [bould be put into earthen
weffels, lodged in plain, unlearned men, and
delivered by them in great fimplicity and
plainnefs of fpeech, that fo the excellency
of the power which attended it under thefe
feeming difadvantages, might appear ts be of
Gonb, not of man®.

2. WE ought to expe& a ftile and phrafe-
ology in the facred writers agreeable to the
end and intent of their writings, which was to
deliver a fyftem of truths and duties for the
univerfal benefit and inftru&ion of all ranks,
capacities, nations and ages of men. The
fublime and affe&ted obfcurity of Plats’s ftile
would have been very unfit for this purpofe on
the onehand; as would the concife, rapid, enthy-

b See 1 Cor. i, 17, ii. 1, 4, 13.
¢ 2 Cor.iv. 7. .
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memical ftile of Demoftbenes on the other. The
more plain and popular the fcripture ftile and
phrafeology could be, the better it would be
adapted for conveying divine revelations to
mankind in general. And yet we might expet
a peculiar elevation in the ftile of fome portions
of fcripture, where Gop and his works are de-
fcribed, or where he fpeaks himfelf immediately
to his creatures.

TwuE holy fcriptures may, in fome refpect,
be compared to a drama, in which a variety of
charaéters and incidents are introduced ; and
therefore, the beauty of the whole does not
confift in an uniformity of ftile and manners,
however grand and fublime, but in a proper
marking and fuftaining 'of all the various cha-
ralters, by a ftile correfpondent to the different
perfonages and matters there introduced. Now
that this propriety and diftin&ion of chara&ers
is excellently maintained throughout the holy
writings, is obvious to every unprejudiced
reader. When the glorious Gop condefcends
to fpeak, he fpeaks with a majefty and autho-
rity fuitable to his fovereign greatnefs. THus
SAITH THE Lorp, I wiLL, or I wiLL Not;
THOU SHALT, or THOU SHALT NOT, is at
once the fupreme reafon and irreverfible law,
from which there is no appeal, in moft of
thefe paflages. The charalter of AMofes’s na-
tural genius and accomplifhments appears uni-
formly in all his writings. The majefty of a
king, mixed with the piety and humility of a
faint, breathes in all the writings of David.
A flrain of great fagacity, deep penetration,
and univerfal experience, together with an air
of regal dignity, mark and diftinguifh the wri-

tings

~
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tings of Solomon. All the eclegance of a cour-
tier thines through the prophefies of /fziah and:
Daniel 5 and the fimplicity of a fhepherd cha-
ralterizes the writings of 4mos. An uncom-~
mon zeal and ardour of affe€tion animates every
thing that is fpoken or written by St. Peter ;
and the writings of St. obn breathe nothing
but holy love, which feems to have been the
principal ingredient of his chara&er. St. Luke
every where fhews himfelf the learned phyfi-
cian ; and the nervous and emphatical writings
of St. Paul, difcover not only the depth of his
judgement, and the fire and vivacity of his
' fpirit, but alfo the fuperior advantages of his
education. The fpirit of Gop, while he led
" the infpired writers into all neceffary truth, did,
perhaps, refine and elevate their natural capa-
cities by the grandeur of thofe objeéts he pre-
fented to their minds, but did not entirely
change them. Hence we find the holy penmen
writing each in their peculiar ftile and manner,
by which he is diftinguifhed from all the reft ;
except, perhaps, in afew inftances, where they
were infpired with the words as well as the
matter, and feem to have acted only as. amanu-
enfes to the holy fpirit. Hence arifes a charm-
ing variety in the fcripture ftile, which is not
only a charater of beauty, but alfo a noble
argument of the genuinenefs and authenticity
of the various books of holy writ, each being
the genuine charadter, not only of the age in
which it was written, but alfo the perfons who
wrote it.

3. THE generality of thofe who cenfure the
fcripture flile are very incompetent judges of
this matter. ‘They are either fuch as know not

. ' F2 - the
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the originals, and fo judge from tranflations 3
or who are unacquainted with antiquity; or
who want a true tafte to difcern and relith the
beauties of that noble majefty and inimitable
fimplicity, which are the diftinguithing cha-
raleriftics of the fcripture ftile, It is a
fymptom either of grofs ignorance, of great

epravity of tafte, or of ftrong prejudice,
“when that fame fimplicity which has been fo
much admired by the learned of all ages, in
Homer, Xenophon, and other ancient authors, and
which has eftablifhed them as the models and
ftandards of all fine, natural and defcriptive
writing, is fo difingenuoufly decried in the holy
fcriptures. He who has a true relith for the
beauties of thefe ancient and venerable pagan
authors, can never be difgufted at the noble
fimplicity of the facred writings ; but will find
the latter to receive much honour upon the
comparifon. Longinus, a more honeft pagan, and
more capable critic than moft who now pollute
their pens in defaming the holy fcriptures, has
ranked the writings of Mofesand St. Paul, which

" . make a confiderable part of our canon, among

the tout fublime, and has given inftances to

fupport his affertion. To judge of the old
teftament ftile, without a critical knowledge of
the Hebrew tongue, and of the cuftoms and
manners of antiquity; and to judge of the
new teftament ftile, without an equal furniture
for criticifm, is plainly to prejudge the caufe,
and to betray one’s ignorance inftead of fhew-
ing their judgement. An ‘unlearned perfon
may, by the help of a tranflation, judge of the

do&rines and fentiments of- an origina%author R

but not of his ftile and diion, which muft

fuffer
A
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fuffer extremely by the beft tranflation; efpe-
cially if the original is w'r/e and the tranflation
profe, which is the cafe with refpet to a
confiderable part of the old teftament. Let
this experiment be made: Let fome of the
fineft paffages of Virgil's Emeid be turned inteo
Englifp profe by the ableft hand, and com-
pared with Mofes’s fecond fong, Deut. xxxii.
or with fome of the fineft paffages in the pfalms
of David, under all the difadvaniages of our
Engli/p tranflation, and I am not afraid to leave
the judgement of preference to any impartial
Engli/b reader of good tafte, who, I am well
affured, muft decide in favour of the Hebyewbard.
And yet, what fimple and inelegant things will
both of thefe tranflations appear when com-
pared with the Hebrew and Latin originals?
And upon a further comparifon of the two ori-
ginals, how far will the fpirit, energy and
poetic fire of the Ifraelite excel the cold, for-
mal, meafured lines of the Italian? Not to
mention here the difference between their re-
fpe&ive themes, which will render the odds, in
favour of the Hebrew poet, almoft infinite !

I paRrE boldly venture to appeal to the Eng-
lifb reader, whether he ever met with any
thing in antiquity in the affeCtionate and per-
fuafive kind, under the difadvantage of a tran-
flation, to excel the laft addrefles of Mofes and
Jo/bua to the children of frael¢ # Or any thing
in. hiftory more natural, moving and affeting
than the fcene of Abrabam’s offering up his
fon Ifaac on mount Moriah¢# Or the hiftory

4 See Deut. xxix. 29, 30, 31, 33. Jofh, xxiii, 24.
s Gen. xxii,
Fg3 © of
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of Fofeph and his brethrenin Egypt f2 Or any
thing more grand and fublime than many paffa-
ges in the pfaims and prophets® 2 Or any thing
more tender and fit to excite fentiments of
forrow and compaffion, than the lamentations
of Feremiab ? Or any thing more mafterly and
convitive than the reafonings of St. Paul, in
many parts of his epiftles® ! In a word, if we
impartially confider the nature of the truths re-
vealed in fcripture, and the fcope and defign of
their revelation, we will be obliged to confefs
that>the wit of man could not have . devifed
a more proper ftile and phrafeology for the
conveyance of thefe truths to mankind, than
that in which they are clothed by the fa-
cred pen-men. Every thing in thefe oracles of
truth is perfectly de#®nt and in charaéter; and
there is reigning through the whole, fuch a
mixture of inimitable majefty, immaculate pu-
rity, and undefigning fimplicity, as to an un-
prejudiced mind, fpeaks not obfcurely their
divine original, as will for ever fet them above .
the cenfure and- contempt of all wife and good
men, and leave them no other enemies than
fuch as are difpofed to fpeak evil of things
which they know not.

Vth objeCtion. CurIsTIANITY has done
more harm in the world than ever it has done
good. The Chriftian church, fay they, has
been a perpetual fcene of perfecution, avarice,
ambition and bloodfhed. Millions of men have
loft their lives by it, and millions are flill fuf-

f Gen. xxxix. 45. ‘
8 See Plalms 1, 104, 107, 139. If. 40, &ec.
b See efpecially Rom, i—v. chap. Heb, i—ix chap.

fering.
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fering. Chriftians are the bittereft enemies in
the world to one another, and their religion is
the occafion of continual injuftice, oppreflion
and violence, and therefore it cannot come
from Gop, who is the author and promoter of
love, peace, harmony and juftice! I anfwer,
THis is indeed a lamentable truth: And
CHrist himfelf foretold that his religion
would be the accidental occafion of all thefe
things, which proves him to have been a true
prophet. I am come not, fays he, to fend peace
upon earth, but a fwird; for I am come to fet a
man at variance againft his father, and the daugh-
ter againft ber mother, and the daughter-in-low
againfi ber mother-in+law ; and a man’s foes fhall
be thofe of his own houfehold'. And again, Iam
come to fend fire on the earth, and what will I, if
it be already kindled*? And the predi@ions is
fo much the more remarkable, in that the reli-
gion which he came to fettle in the world had
fo contrary a tendency, and was fo unlike to
produce fuch an effe€t. But to fay that
the Chriftian revelation has been the proper
efficient-caufe of thefe troubles and confufions,
is the moft palpable and injurious falfehood !—
It is evident to every one, who knows any thing
of the nature and genius of the gofpel, that its
principles and precepts, are dire&ly oppofite
‘to all cruelty, inhumanity, violence, oppreflion
and bloodthed. It commands us to be fubjet
and obedient to magiftrates ; to give honour to
whom honour, and tribute to whom tribute is
due ;—to love our neighbours as ourfelves ;—
to forgive thofe that offend us, as we expet

1 Matth, x. . k Luke xii. 49.
3 35 F 4 forgivenefs
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forgivenefs of Gop ;—to love our enemies ;
to blefs them that curfe us; to do good to
them that hate us; to pray for them that de-
fpitefully ufe us and perfecute us ;—if our ene-
my hungers, to feed him ; if he be thirfty, to
give him drink ; to render good for evil, and
blefling for curfing; to be meek under inju-
ries ; patient under fufferings ;—merciful and
and compaflionate to the poor and afflicted ;—
to do good unto all men ; and, if it be poffible,
as much as in us lies, to live peaceably with all
men. Nay, the author of Chriftianity has
forbid perfonal revenge in fuch ftrong terms,
that the Quakers, and fome other Chriftians,
have apprehended, though foolifhly, thatit is un-
lawful for a Chriftian to take up arms againft
an enemy, even for the defence of his own
. life or property!. And can it be therefore fup-
pofed, with the leaft fhadow of reafon,, that
fuch a revelation as this can infpire men with
unjuft, inhuman and perfecuting principles,
which breathes nothing but peace, love, cha-
rity, mecknefls and forbearance ?-—The truth
is, all the injuftice and violence, and perfecu-
tion and bloodthed which infidels have unjuftly
afcribed to Chriftianity, have proceeded from
the malice, ambition and avarice of wicked
men. If therefore men profefs to be Chriftians
who are not, and make a pretext of religion to
perpetrate their own lufts and villanies ; it is a
pity the Chriftian revelation fhould be blamed
for the cruelty and hypocrify of thofe who are
its greateft enemies, and if many millions of
men have rather {uffered the cruelleft of deaths,
! See Matth, v. 39.
than -
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than to forfake the Chriftian religion; this is
rather a ftrong proof of their thorough convice
tion of its truth and divine authority, than any
arg‘v.’xment againft it. But,

I. INFIDELS obje@, that if Chriftianity
was a revelation from Gob to inftru& men in
the way of duty and happinefs, it muft unite all
who profefs in the fame fentiments and the
fame prallices; for as truth is uniform, fo the
way of duty and happinefs muft be uniform

alfo: But, fay they, Chriftians are divided -

into a thoufand different fefts and religious
opinions, and therefore, that revelation which
they embrace and believe, cannot be from Gop
the author of truth and unity. .

I M1GHT here, with as much thew of argu-
ment, objet alfo againft reafon, and deny that
it is a gift of Gop, becaufe it does not unite
the deifls and other infidels in the fame opinions
about Gop and religion ; fo that it is with a
very bad grace, that they urge this objection
againft Chriftianity; for it is demonftrable,
that infidels differ much more widely in theic
fentiments about Gob and religion than the
Chriftians do. Some of them deny the being
of a Gop altogether.—Some believe that mat-
ter is Gop.—Some believe a Gop, but denya
providence.— Some believe both a Gop and
providence.— Some believe the immortality of
the foul, and a future ftate of rewards and pu~
.nifhments ; others deny both, and believe that
our fouls perifh and die with our bodies ;—Some
hold that virtue is its own reward, and vice
_ its own punifhment ; others believe that virtue
«and vice are rewarded and punifhed in another
ftate.—Some believe the tranfmigration of fthel:

ou
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foul into another body; others hold that the
foul goes from one planetary world to another
till it arrives to a ftate of perfeftion. Some
believe that the world was created ; others be-
Jieve it is eternal. Some believe that our fouls
are parts of Gobp ; others think they are cre-
ated fpirits. Some believe there are angels and
devils ; others deny both. Some plead for the
duty of prayer; others laugh at it. Some
found moral obligations upon the perfections of
Gop; others on the ecternal differences and
relations of things, independent of Gob, and
others upon the moral fenfe, or the diétates of
confcience, and others deny that there is any
fuch thing as morality, or virtue, or vice in
the world. Now all thefe reje¢t the Chriftian
revelation, and follow the pure light of reafon,
as they call it; and yet you fee how finely
they agree in their fentiments, and into what
pretty opinions their natural light has led them ;
and yet thefe are the men who make a noife
about the divifion of Chriftians! Pray tell us,
fay they, which feéts of Chriftians are in the
right, and then we will be Chriftians; whe-
ther we are to follow the Romans or the Pro-
teflants 2 And if the Proteflants, whether we
muft be Lutherans, or Calvinifis, ov Arminians,
or Arians, or Antinomians, or Anabaptifis, or
Buakers?

May we not, with as much reafon, afk
them which of the infidels are in the right?
Whether we are to be atheiffs or deifls? Whe-
ther we are to follow Hobbes, or Spincza, or Va=
ninus, or Shafifbury, or B:lingbroke, or Chubb,
or Collinsy or Tindal, ov Morgan, or Blunt, or
Gild:n, or what other? '

Tuz
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THE truth is, Chriftians do not differ fo
much in their religious opinions as infidels
would have it; not half fo widely, at leaft, as
they themfelves do, who pretend to be guided
by the clear and unerring light of reafon. The
half of the differences among Chriftian divines
are only about fmaller matters, which are not
neceflary to falvation. I am perfuaded, at
leaft, that all real Chriftians, of every denomi=
nation, are exaétly agreed in their fentiments
about all neceflary matters of faith and duty,
however they may be diftinguithed by dif-
ferent names, and hold different opinions about
indifferent things. And if fome have called
themfelves Chriftians who really are not, and
have made the bible fpeak nonfenfe and blaf-
phemies, by broaching abfurd and heretical
opinions ; this abufe is to be charged upon
themfelves, and not upon the revelation, which
they have notorioufly perverted to ferve their
own wicked purpofes. And, indeed, if we are
to rejet the fcriptures becaufe they have been
differently underftood by different perfons; we
fhall, for the fame reafon, be obliged to reject
all natural religion, feeing there is not one
article in it, not even that of the being of a
Gobp, which has not been both denied and
differently underftood ! You fee, therefore, how
groundlefs and ridiculous this objection is.

VII. InFiDELs tell us, that miracles are
impoffible, feeing Gobp has eftablithed the
courfe of nature invariably from the beginning,
and will not alter it; and therefore, the Chrif-
tian revelation, which is pretended to be efta-
blithed by miracles, muft be a vile impofture,
and a ridiculous fable'! S

EE
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SeE how fome men will talk nonfenfe rather
than believe Chriftianity ! This opinion of in-
fidels muft proceed, either from a notion that
Gobp himfelf, who has eftablifhed the order
and courfe of nature, cannot vary from it; or
clfe, that Gob is determined in all his a&ions,
cither by fome external neceflity (and this
is Hobbes's dofrine of neceflity above the
Gods) ; or elfe, by an eternal fitnefs of things,
abfolutely independent on his will, both ‘of
which are abfurd and extremely injurious to the
deity ! For the will of Gop, dire&ed by the
di&ates of his own wifdom and goodnefs, muft
be the caufe of all his works; otherwife he is
not a free and independent being, and to fuppofe
this, deftroys the very notion and idea of 2
Gop ! If, therefore, Gob is an infinitely per-
fect and free being, he is able to do whatfoever
does not imply a contradition. But what
contradi€tion does it imply, to ftop that fun a
few hours over the valley of Fehoffaphat, which
he firft put in motion ? Or to raife the dead, to
whom he firft gave life! Or to turn water into
wine, which he firft formed out of water? Or
to reftore health to the fick, or fight to the
blind, or hearing to the deaf, or fpeech to the
dumb, who at firft gave life, and ears, and
eyes, and tongues to all perfons ? Is it impoffible
for Gobp to alter the laws he has made, or to
perform things without the help of natural
caufes, who formed nature itfelf? Efpecially
when thefe miraculous works were performed
for the moft noble, neceffary and beneficent
end, namely, to give credit and authority to a
divine revelation.

INDEED,



SERMON II. =

INpEED, if infidels would but open their
eyes, they might fee as great wonders as thefe
every day, in the works and laws of nature;
which, however, are become fo familiar to our
fenfes, that they ceafe to be thought miracles.
But,

. VIII. InFipELs tell us it is of fmall con-
fequence, whether we believe Chriftianity or
not, provided our practice be good; for mo-
rality is all. I could wifh, that infidels, who
talk fo much of morality, would praltice more
of it for it is well known that moft of them
bave as little morality as the Chriftians, and a -
great deal lefs. However, I anfwer, this is
about as good reafoning 2s to fay, it is no
matter whether the beft means to attain any
end be ufed, fo the end be but attained. Or
to fay, it is no matter whether a houfe has
any foundation or not, fo the fuperftruure be
good. It cannot be denied, that knowledge
and good principies are neceflary foundations
for a good pradtice, unlefs we would adapt the
old Romifh maxim, that ignorance is the mother
of devotion. Now, if the Chriftian revelatioa
contains the beft principles and motives of mo-
rality, our belief of thofe principles and mo-
tives is a matter of real importance, and of
great confequence. So that, in order to our
pradtice being good, it is of great moment to
us to believe Chriftianity, which lays a founda-
tion for the beft practice and the pureft morali-
ty. Befides, the belief of Chriftian revelation, is
really itfelf a moral duty, when it is fufficiently
evident that it comes from Gob ; for it is as fit
we fhould attend to the voice of Gop in ex-
ternal revelation, as in any common di&ate of

reafon,
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reafon, and it is as wicked and immoral to re-
je& a book, which is attended with all the in-
ternal and external charalers of a revelation
from Gob, as it is to injure our neighbour,
and perhaps much more fo. But, .

IX. INFIDELs fay, that the Chriftian re-
velation has not that power to reform mens
lives, which Chriftians pretend ; for many
who believe the gofpel are among the worft
of men. A great fhame this indeed, for
Chriftians, who profefs fo excellent a religion,
and believe they fhall be faved or condemned
according as they obferve or negle its doc~
trines ! But I anfwer, this indeed proves that
many profefling Chriftians are hypocrites, who
neither believe nor obey the gofpel ; but does
not, in the leaft, affect the truth, or excel-
lency of the gofpel itfelf: For in order to in-
jure the credit of the Chriftian revelation, infi-
dels muft prove that its doétrines have a natural
or neceflary tendency to make men wicked,
but this they can never do. The truth is, if
many Chriftians are wicked and immoral men,
it is becaufe they either do not firmly believe or
ferioufly confider the principles and motives of
the gofpel, but give way to the power of evil
habits, contralted by a wilful indulgence; and .
therefore, Chriftianity is not at all anfwerable
for their impiety ; unlefs infidels would have
it to compel and force men to be good, by
laying an irrefiftible neceflity upon the will,
which would be to deftroy the very foundations
of virtue, according to their own principles !

1 suALL now conclude with a refleCtion or
two on what has been faid. And,

3 ' ©aft,
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ift. PErHAPs fome of my hearers may be
ready to obje&t againft all my an{wers to thefe
objections, by faying that many of them are fo
weak and trifling as not to deferve an anfwer.
What, may you fay, are thefe the beft reafons
which deifts and other infidels can offer, for

. their not believing and embracing the Chriftian
religion? I anfwer, thefe are indeed fome of
the weightieft arid ftrongeft objetions I have
ever learned, either from their mouths or wri-
tings, unlefs perhaps you will allow, that a
Joud laugh againft priefferaft; or a witty fneer
at fome text of fcripture, may have more force
and reafon in it than any of thefe objections.
And indeed this laft way of reafoning, is that
by which they make moft profelytes among
the low wits, and profane young fparks of the
age, who generally underftand no other rea-
foning. And 1 take the liberty to aflure you,
that 1 have fet thefe objeions alfo in their
faireft light, and ftrongeft point of view, that
you might fee their whole force; and fo, by
the anfwers, be convinced of their extreme
weaknefs.

To what therefore fhall we impute it, that
men, pretending fo much to reafon as the deiffs
do, fhew fo little of it when they come to ar-
gue againft Chriftianity ? Is it becaufe they are
dunces and blockheads above all other men?
No, I have a better opinion of many of them
than all this, Some of them are certainly
confiderable wits, and men of good natural
parts and a liberal education. But may we
not naturally and reafonably fuppofe, that Gop,
in a way of righteous judgement, ‘darkens and
infatuates the underftanding of fuch perfor;]s,

: who
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who will bring the almighty’s aions to their
own fhallow judgements, and fet up their rea-
fon againft Gop ? Is it unreafonable to believe
that Gop may give over thefe men to blindnefs
of mind and hardhefs of heart, who defpHe the °
goodnefs of Gob, in rejecting the revelation of
his will; and who, through an intolerable and
contumacious pride of underftanding, fet up
. their own darkned reafon as the adequate guide
" and judge in all matters of religion, and refufe
to fubmit to that light which came down from
heaven ? Is it not fit and right to fuppofe, that
Gop fhould pour contempt and foolithnefs upon
that underftanding which exalteth itfelf above
his own infinite wifdom and truth, and that
he fhould darken that reafon which obftinately
fhuts its eyes againft the evidences of divine
light, thus infliting an exemplary punifhment
on that very faculty of the mind, which lifteth
itfelf up againft him ?—Thus, as it is written,
Gobp deftroyeth the wifdom of the wife, and
bringeth to nought the underflanding of the pru-
dent ;—and makes it appear, that (that which
men efteem) the foolifbnefs of GoD, is wifer than
the wifdom of men ;—fo that after that in the
wifdom of Gobp, the world by wifdom knew not
Gop, 1t pleafed Gop, by (what fome call)
the foolifbuefs of preaching the gofpel, to fave them
that believe™.  And I think the apoftle has given -
us a very good account of this matter which
may be literally applied to infidels®.  Be-
caufe, f{ays he, fpeaking of idolaters, when
they knew Gobp, they glorified him not as
Gob, neither were thankful ; but became vain in

m 1 Cor.i 19, 21, 25.
®* Rom i. 21, and onwards.
their



SERMON Ii. 81

their imaginaticn, and their foolifb beart was
darkened; profeffing themfelves to be wife, they be-
came fools.— And even as they did not like to retain
Gob in their knowledge, (30D gave them over to
. @ reprobate mind.—And that other paflage®,
they receive not the love of truth, that they might be
Javed; wherefore Gob fhall fend them firong de-
lufions, that they fbould believe a lie, that all thefe
may be damned, who believe not the truth, but have
pleafure in unrighteoufnefs. 1f therefore infidels
can offer no good reafons for rejecting Chrifti-
anity, it is owing to the badnefs of their caufe,
which cannot be defended ; and if they fome-
times quibble without reafon, and talk down-
right nonfenfe, it feems not unreafonable to
believe, that as their minds are ftrongly pre-
judiced againft the truth of Gop, fo Gop, in
a way of juft judgement, blinds their under-
ftandings, and leaves them under ftrong delu-
fions, that they fhould believe lies ; that fo they
may be damned who receive not the truth in
the love of it, but who have pleafure in un-
righteoufnefs. It is not to be wondered then,
if fuch men, profefling themfelves to be wife
above Gobp, fhould, as a confequence of this,
become fools, and appear to be fuch by their in-
fatuated reafonings. May the Lorp preferve
us from this dreadful ftate, and the danger and
" mifery which attends it |-—May he powerfully
prevent us from fhutting our eyes againft the
light, and from thofe deftru&tive prejudices
which would render us incapable of receiving
the truth in the love of it !—And, feeing we
have the truth fo evidently on our fide, let us

© 2 Thefl. ii. 10, 11, 12.
Vor. L. G examine
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examine more and more its facred evidencesy
that we may be always ready to render a reafon
to every man that afketh us of the hope that is
in us, with meeknefs and fear. But,

2dly. LeT it not in the leaft weaken our
firm adherence to the Chriftian revelation, what
infidels may objeét againft particular texts and
paflages of fcripture ; fqr, befides that multi-
tudes of thofe particular objections are proved
to be mere calumnies and falfehoods, arifing
from the ignorance or malice of the objectors ;
yet even granting that there are fome lefler
errors crept into our bibles, by often tranfcribing,
tranflating and printing, which, I believe, no
fober proteftant will deny, yet they are fuch as
do not at all impair the credibility of the fcrip-
tures, nor, in the leaft affeét our duty and hap-
pinefs. Gob never intended to give us a com-
pleat fyftem of rhetoric, or chronology, or philo-
fepby in the bible, but only a revelation of ne. °
ceflary truths and duties ; and therefore all that
his providence is concerned for, is to preferve
this revelation from fuch capital errors or de-
fects as might render the fcriptures incapable
of anfwering this end. And for ought that
appears, this’ end might have been fufficiently
anfwered, although fome entire books out of
the canon of fcripture, had been loft or de-
ftroyed.  Jesus Curist lived a holy life,
taught excellent doltrines, did great miraclesy
dicd upon the crofs, rofe again from the dead,
afcended into heaven, poured the fpirit of
light and truth upon his difciples. Thefe are
the great fa&ts upon which the truth of Chrif-
tianity is built, and thercfore all the objections
of infidels againft Chriftiznity are vain and

trifling;
Y
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trifling, unlef(s they can difprove thefe falls,
upon which it is eftablithed, as upon a fure
foundation. Therefore baving this fure word of
prophefy, we would do well to take heed to it, as
unto a light fhining in a dark place, until the day
dawn, and the day-flar arife in our hearts ; know-
ing this firft, that no prophefy of the feripture is of
private interpretation ; for the prophefy came nat in
old time, by the will of man; but boly men of
Gobp fpeak as they were moved by the HoLy
GHosT P,

P 2 Pet, i. 19, 20, 21,

G 2 Pofitive
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Pofitive proofs of Chriftianity.

1 PETER i. 16.
We have not follrwed cunningly devifed fables, when

we made known unto you the power and coming

of our lord Fefus Chrifl, but were eye-witneffes
of his majefly.

N our text the apoftle exculpates himfelf .

before the Chriftians, to whom he writes,
from the charge of impofing upon their credu-
lity, by forging a cunningly devifed fable, and
urging it upon their belief and pratice as a
divine revelation coming from Gob, and affures
them that the coming of Jefus Chrift, or his ma-

nifeftation in human nature, and Ais power in.

working miracles, forgiving fins, and redeem-
ing fouls, were not falacioufly invented, or rafbly
credited by the apoftles ; but were believed by
them upon the moft rawonal and fatisfallory evi-
dence; three of them, wiz. Fames, Fobn and
him(elf, having been eye-witneffes of bis majefly
#s well as of his miracles, having had an ocu-

lar
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lar demontftration of his appearance and refplen-
dent glory on the mcunt of transfiguration,
and having heard with their own ears a voice
from heaven, even from the excellent and glorious
Gob bimfelf, declaring him to be his well be-
hved fin, in whom be was well pleafed, upon that
folemn occafion ! See verfes 17, 18. So that
the apoftles were well affured from this divine
atteftation, as well as others, that the gof-
pel which they preached was the truth of Gop,
and therefore could heartily and zealoufly urge
it upon the faith and obedience of others, as a
revelation of great and unfpeakable impor-
tance.

I mave already laid before you fome pre-
fumptive arguments for the truth of the Chrif-
tian revelation, and anfwered fome objetions
urged againft it by infidels.

My defign upon the prefent occafion is,
from thefe words to offer fome more dire& and
pofitive arguments in behalf of the truth, cre-
dibility and divine original of the new teftament
revelaiion ; and to prove that the Chriftian mi-
niftry d» not follow cunningly devifed fables, when
they preach unto the world, the power and
coming of the lord Fefus Chrifl ; but that they do
indeed fpeak the words of truth and fobernefs:
Agd therefore, if the truth of our gifpel be hid
in a Chriftian country, it is hid to them that are
lofts whofe minds the God of this world, even the
prince of darknefs, hath blinded with the moft
fatal and inveterate prejudices, which if per-
fifted in by a carelefs neglect, or a perverfe ob-
ftinacy, muft lead them to certain and aggra-

vated mifery.
G 3 But
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But before I enter upon this argument, it
will be neceflary to make a previous remark or
two, in order to the fair ftate of the queftion.

ift. As the fa&s upon which the truth and
divine original of Chriftianity are founded,
have happened in the world near eighteen hun-
dred years ago, infidels cannot expe& that we
fhould give them an occular demonfiration of
thefe falls, at this diftance of time. As the
gofpel is a hiftory, all that they can rea-
fonably require is, fuffcient hiflrical evidence of
the truth of the faclts contained in it. To in-
fift upon any cther teftimony of the truth of
Chrif{)i.inity, is to infift upon an abfurd im-
poffibility : And if a perfon will continue to
be an infidel after receiving fuch fufficient evi-
dences of the truth of Chiiftianity, as the na-
ture and reafon of the thing will admit; itis a
manifeft proof of incorrigible obflinacy, which
would as probably reject ocular or mathematical
demonflration as that kind of evidence which .
is firiéily fufficient and reafonable. Again,

2dly. It cannot be reafonably expected
that Gob has fixed the ground of our belief of
the truth of Chriftianity, upon fuch felf-evi-
dent principles as neceffarily to force our affent.
For as Gop has placed us here in a ftate of
trial, and as one part of this trial confifts in
believing upon reaforable evidence ; fo we have
no reafon to expect that the evidences upon
which the grounds of our faith are built,
thould be any bhigher or clearer than what is
ftrictly reafonable, that fo there may be ftill
fome room left for the wvirtue of believinz. 1f
you afk me what virtue there can be in believ-
ing upon reafonable and fufficient evidence? I
- : - anfwer,
: §
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anfwer, although it is undoubtedly true that
our faith or aflent muft follow conviétion, and
our belief will neceffarily preponderate on that
fide of the queftion where the greatefl evidence
lies ; yet ic muft be allowed to be a virtue and
happinefs to preferve the mind in fuch a balance
or frame of judging, as to give its aflent only
upon fufficient or reafinable evidence, without
requiring more. And general experience teaches
us, that prejudice as often prevents men from
believing where they have fufficient evidence, as
it engages them to believe where there is no
evid:nce at all.  As therefore we are not to ex-
pect that Chriftianity is unfupported by rea-
fonable and fufficient evidence, fo neither are
we to require a degree of evidence above what
is ftrictly fufficient, in order to our believing it.
—And fo indeed it is.—The evidences of the
truth of our holy religion are nor fo demonfira-
tive as to force our aflent, nor fo obvious that
every carelefs, debauched and obftinate infidel -
muft neceffarily be convinced by them. And at
the fame time, they are fuch as every perfon of
an ordinary capacity, who fearches with diligence,
honefly and a teachable difpofition of mind, may
difcover with fufficient eafe. '
Now thefe things being allowed, let us en-
quire what are the falts upon which the truth
and divine original of Chriftianity depend, and .
what reafon we have to believe that thefe falts
are really true. Now the infidels themfelves
muft allow, that if there really was fuch a per-
fon as Jefus Chrilt; if his life, charadter, mi-
racles and prophefies were fuch as the gofpel
dnforms they-were ; if he really arofe from the
dead, and afcended into heavén, and poured out
h B Ggs ~ the
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holy ghoft upon his' difciples on the day of

pentecoft, and enabled bis apoftles, who were

illiterate men, to fpeak all manner of lan-

guages, and work all manner of miracles, for
‘the confirmation of the gofpel, as is pretended—

I fay, the infidels themiclves muft allow, that

if thefe fals are really true, then Chriftianity

is a divine revelation come fiom Gop !

But the queftion now returns. ¢ What
¢¢ reafon have we to believe that thefe falls are
¢ really true, and that they are not cunningly
¢ devifed fables, invented by priefts and poli-
¢¢ ticians to keep the world in awe, and to lay
¢¢ a foundation for avarice, ambition and fpi-
¢ ritual flavery ! I anfwer, if thefe facts were
of a public nature, done for the moft part in open’
view, and before multitudes (o{ witneffes, both
friends and enemies.—If a hiftory of thefe falls
is given by a fufficient number of perfons, who
were perfetily acquainted with them, and upon
this acquaintance, firmly perfuaded of their truth
and realit{.—lf thefe hiftorians appear from -
their whole charaéter to be perfons of plain
Jenfe, great probity and und:fizning fimplicity, who
could have no poffible intereft nor advantage in
Jorging or difguifing thefe faéts which they re-
late; and finally, if it can be fufficiently
proved, that the hiftories of thefe faéts were
written by the very men whofe names they bear,
and in that very age when the fals were done,
and that thefe hiftories have fuffered 7o material
alteration in any intermediate age fince they were
written; where thefe feveral foundations of
truth concur, they lay a firm ground, by the
jufteft rules of criticifm, to receive the accounts
given of fuch falts as true. And I can appeal

to
J

.
‘
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to infide's themfelves whether they do not
firmly believe a thoufand faés recorded in an-
cient hiftory, which fall fhort of this degree of
. evidence.

AND yet o/l thefe circumftances, and a great
many more, happily concur in an eminent and
fignal maoner in favour of thofe fa&s upon
which the truth and divinity of the Chriftian
religion is founded. In order to prove this in
a plain, eafy and methodical manner, I fhall
procced in the following method, which will
. amount to the fame thing as the above citeria,
. or chara&eriftics.

ift. I sHALL fhew the number of the ftanding
witnefles, by which the facts which fupporc
Chriftianity are recorded. 2dly. I fhall fhew °
their integrity. 3dly. Their fill or ability to
judge of the facts which they relate. 4thly.
Enquire what their defign could be in relating
thofe faQs. sthly. Shew the confiflency and
agreement of their various relations.  6thly.
Produce fome teftimonies in favour of the truth
of thefe falts, taken from the profeffed enemies
of Chriftianity, And 7thly. endeavour to make
it evident beyond reafonable contradiction, that
the 'hiftories of thofe facts which are contained
in our new teftament, have been handed down to
us fafely, and without any material alteration :
Which feven articles if they can be fufficiently
proved, will make it appear that Chriftianity is #o
cunningly devifed fable, but a truly divine revela-
tion coming from Gon ; it being impoffible in
the nature of things, that any hiftorical faéts
can receive higher evidence than this; and

.therefore, if infidels cannot be convinced b
' Co ‘ fuc

i
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fuch an evidence, it is becaufe they are inca-
pable of conviction.

I AckNOWLEDGE indeed that the thewing of
thefe particulars at Jarge and pouring all that
light and evidence upon them which they are
capable of receiving, would require a Jarge vo-
lume. But as 1 am limited to the compafs of a
fhort difcourfe, I muft ftudy brevity, and bring
the principal evidences into as narrow limits as
pofible. :

Ift. Tuen I am to confider the number o
ftanding witnefles, by which the faéts which
fupport Chriftianity are recorded, and thefe are
principally four, wiz. Matthew, Mark, Lutke,
and Fehn, who wrote, as it were, four diftin&t
hiftories of the life, charalter, do&rines, mi.
racles, prophefies and fufferings of Chrift.

Two of thefe werc apofiles of Chrift, ear-
witneffes of all his do&rincs and parables, and
eye-witneffés of moft of his miracles. Mark
was a aifiiple and companion of Peter, who was
one of the earlieft difciples of Jefus, and al-
though not 2n apoftle him(elf, yet fufficiently cer-
tified of the truth of what he wrote. Luke was
born at Antioch, and converted by St. Paul, he
was a phyfician by profeflion, and of confequence
a man of letters; which plairly appears by the
ftile of his gofpel, and his hiftory of the afts
of the apoftles; both of which he is faid to
have written in Paul’s hired houfe at Rome,
under the emperor Nero; and although he was
not an ¢ye and ear-witnefs of the faéts which he
relates concerning Chrift, yet he affirms in the
beginning of his gofpel, that he had pe fec?
underflanding of all thefe things. avodew; i. e.
from above, or by divine infpiration, Luke i. 3.

- ‘ Now
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Now although four good witnefles are fuf-
ficient to eftablith the truth of any fad, yet to
thefe we may add St. Paul, who has written
fourteen epiftles to the Chriftian churches,
.which make a great part of the new teftament,
and his evidence is ftill the ffronger, as he was
by nation and by prejudice, one of the flrongef
and fiercef! enemies againft Chriftianity before
his miraculous converfion ; and therefore, his
evidence may be regarded as, in fome fenfe, the
evidence of an encmy. = Belides, we have Pe-
ter, the penman of our text, and Fames the
lefs, and ‘fude, all of which were conftant
companions and followers of Chrift; eye and ear-
witneffes of his works and da&rines, and pen-
men of fome part of the new teftament; and
therefore, all of them Aanding evidences of the
truth of thofe falts upon which Chriftianity is -
founded. But, )

IId. Having produced eight ftanding wit-
nefles of the truth of thofe fu&s upon which
Chriftianity is founded, and who have all given
the mofl folemn teftimony to it, by their wii-
tings now in our hands; we come next to thew
the integrity of the witnefles ; integrity being a
neceffary qualification in a witnefs. And this
appears plainly in the artlefi and undifguifed
manner of their narrations. They tell us of
many flrange things which Chrift did, and which
they ‘themfelves were enabled to do through
his name, and by a power derived from him,
which they underftood to be miracles, and leave
their readers to draw the conclufion, whether
the argument taken from thefe frange works is
fufficient-to prove the divine miffin of Chrift,
or whether thefz things might be done accord-

ing
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ing to the ordinary laws of nature, without the
extraordinary interpofition of the finger of Gob.
They never run out into fulfome or flattering
praifes of their mafter, nor make him fhine in
comparifon with other prophets or wife men;
but leave his own words and werks to fpeak for
him. They rever conceal their own errors mif-
takes or human infirmities, nor thofe of one ano-
thery but relate them with the moft artlefs fim-
piicity, although fome of them might feem
greatly to their prejudice. AMatthaw is con-
fefled to be a publican. The quarrel of Zebu-
dee’s fons about pre-eminence is plainly told.
The backfliding of Peter. The diffidence and
unreafonable obfiinacy of Thomas. T'he treachery
of Fudas. The cowardice of all the apoftles.
The diflenfion between Paul and Parnabas.
And Paul's withftanding Peter for fymbolizing
with the Jewifh converts, are none of them
conceal:d or paliiated, but are all of them fet in
the firongeff point of light. They deliver their
teftimony without hefitation or doutting, and yet
not with too violent affeverations ; not feeming in
the leaft to doubt but that the truth of their
relations would make its way in the world, by
the force of its own evidence. And to con-
firm all, moft, if not all of them, Fohn excepted,
laid down their lives to confirm their teftimony
to the truth of thefe fas which they had re-
lated, which puts their fincerity and integrity be-
yond all poffible doubt.

IlIdly. As we cannot doubt of their inte-
grity, fo neither can we reafonably call in
queftion their /Zil/ or ability to judge of the
fa&ts which they relate. Their fkill was cer-
tainly equal to their tafk, which was only to

give
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.. give a plain, honeft account of what they faw,
and heard, and felt, and did.

,EvERY man who has eyes and ears and
common fenfe may do this: It requires buta
fmall meafure of difcernment to diftinguifh be-
tween a blind man, and one who can fee; be-
tween 2 dumb man, and one that can fpeak;
between a fick man, and one in good health ;
between a dead man, and one who is alive,—
It needs no great fhare of knowledge or pene-
tration, to diftinguifh betwecn water and wine,
or to be certain whether Jefus Chrift, whom
they had familiarly converfed with before his
crucifixion, was rifen again on the third day,
or afcended vifibly in their prelence towards
heaven, or whether they were endued with
miraculous powers a few days afterwards, ac-
cording to his promife! Certainly the writings
of the apoftles makes it appear that they were
capable enough of judging of thefe falls,
which they faw, and heard, and did. They
could not poffible be deccived themfelves, in
things /o obvious to all their fenfes, fo frequently
done before them, in the prefence of multitudes,
and which they fo frequently did themfelves. in
the name, and by the power of their mafter.
To deny the apoftles therefore to be competent
judges in the matters of fact which they relate,
is to deny them the common fenfes and reafon of
mankind. Again,

IVthly. W& are to confider what the defign
of the evangelifts could be in relating thefe
falls ; for although they could not be de-
ceived themfelves, they might poflibly be
tempted to deceive others, and fo to amufe and
furprize us with cunningly devifed fables, which

the
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the apoftle in our text denies that they did:
And indeed what poffible view could the apoftles. -
have in forging and broaching thefe fadls, if
they were Li1Es? Could they promife them-
felves honour by putting fuch a cheat upon man-
kind? No, certainly, but the greateft imagi-
nable contempt and ridicule, both from Jews and
Gentiles ; their doérine of Chrift crucified
was to the Fows, a flumblirg-block, and to the
learned Grezks, foolifbnefs, both agreeing in this
reproach againft the Chriftians, that they were
the difciples and worfhippeis of a CRUCIFIED
MALEFACTOR. Could they promife them-
felves wealth by fuch an impofture? No fuch
thing, poverty as well as contempt was their cer-
tain portion. The Jews would admit them
into no place of power or profit in their nation,
byt looked upon them as the profeffed enemies
both of their religion and of their civil privi-
leges. And what worldly advantage could a
few mean, illiterate men hope for, by endea-
vouring to cry down the effablifbed religion of all
the heathen nations, and to fet up another, fo
contrary to it in every refpet, and which laid
fo {:mre a refiraint upon the vices, paflions,
and carnal interefts of men? And as for carnal
pleafures, not only their own principles tied them
up from an indulgence in thefe, but alfo the
circumflances they were in could leave them no
hopes of enjoying either worldly pleafure or
cale,

Nay, we muft be obliged to fuppofe that the
apoftles were the GREATEST OF ALL IDIOTS
if they did not certainly krow that the propa-
gation of fuch a religion would incvitably expofe
them to /bame and cortempt, to bonds and impri-

Jonment,
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Jfonment, to abufe and ill-treatment, and to the
tontinual danger of their lives. And fad ex-.
perience daily taught them that this was all the
reward they were to cxpe from the world, for
attefting and publifhing the faéts upon which
Chriftianity is founced. Hence it appears very
plain, that thefe men could have no imaginable
wordly view, defi;n, or motive to forge fuch
fats, and publifh them in the woild ; and that
nothing but a confcioufnels of the truth of
thefe fa&ts, and of their UNSPEAKABLE IM-
PORTANCE to mankind, could urge perfins in
their right fenfes to fuch a conduct. And even
if we could fuppofe that two or three of thefe
men might be mad enough to endure poverty,
contempt, perfecution and death in the obfti-
nate vindication of a KNOWN LIE; yet that all
of them, and fo many thoufands befides, fhould
be guilty of fuch unparalleled folly, is beyond all
credibility. And he who can believe fuch a
thing, 1 am certain can make no reafonable
fcruple to fwallow all that the pope or Mabomet
teaches, fo that fuch cannot be infidels for want
of credulity ! But,

Vthly. ANoTHER proper mark of credibi-
lity in witnefles is, the agresment and confifiency
of their different relations; for, if they dif-
agreed or contradicted each other in thefe mat-
ters of fact, of which they pretend to have
certain knowledge, this would indeed deftroy the
credit and force of their teftimony: But this
they certainly do not, either in matters of fas
or diétrine. The evangelifts all agree in the
principal fadls, and yet they difagree fo-much
in their manner of relating them, as to remove
all fufpicion of collufion or combination in {pread-

5 ing
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ing a fraud. Matthew, Mark and Luke are
principally employed in relating the miracles of
their mafter, and the parables and other moral
difeorrfes which he fpoke to his difciples in
general ; in which Matthew, who was an eye
and ear-witnefs, is more cspious and particular
than the other two, who are more exa&t and
pgrticular in time and place : And Fobn, who is
fuppofed to have wrote his gofpel as a fupple-
ment to the other three, in an extreme old age,
probably necar the latter end of the firft cen-
tury, omits moft of the falts and difcourfes
which the other evangelifts have related ; and
enters into the more myflerious and recondite parts
of the life and charaéter of Jefus, as he had the
‘honour of a peculiar intimacy and familiarity
with kim. Hence you fee, that although fome
. of thefe witnefles are more large and copious in
their teftimony than others ; and although fome
omit what others have related, yet they main-
tain an exaé? harmonyin all the falls, which they
relate.  And befides, all the praftical writers of
the new teftament bear witnefs to the fame
fals, and argue from th-m. Paul, Peter and

armies in all their epiftles, corrsborate the tefti-
mony of the evangelifts, by building the whole
fyttem of Chriftianity upen the fa&s and dif-
courfes, which the four evangelifts have related
concerning Chrift; infomuch, that they all
give their joint teftimony to their reality and ve-
racity.

" Nor is this 2ll. As they all agree in the
Jfaéls which will fupport Chriftianity, fo they
are perfeCly harmcnious in thz doffrines which
are founded on thefe falts ; although they write
at differeat times, in diffirent places, to different

churches,

cw
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1 churches, and upon different emergencies and oc-
cafions, yet they deliver the fame doctrines with-
out variation, which cannot but give great va--
lidity to the united force of their teftimony,
and put the truth of it beyond all reafonable
queftion. But,

VI. THE profeffed enemies of Chriftianity
bear witnefs alfo to many of the principal falls,
upon which we found its truth and divine ori-
ginal, which is as much as we can reafonably
expect from enemies. Fofephus, a Jewifh hifto-
rian of great credit in the learned world, who
wrote about forty years after Chrift, gives the
following teftimony of him. ¢ At this time,

¢ fays he, lived Jefus, a wife man, if we may
call him amafi; for he did wonderful things,

and was a teacher of men, who willingly
received the truth, and had many both Jews
¢¢ and Gentiles his followers. This was Chrift,
¢¢ adds he, who, being accufed by the princes
¢¢ of our nation, was crucified by Pilate. Ne-
¢¢ verthelefs they who loved him from the-firft,
¢¢ did not cecafe to love him; for he appeared

¢¢ unto them again the third day, as the di-

¢¢ vine prophets had foretold this, and many

¢¢ other things concerning him, and to this day
the tribe of Chriftians, named from him do
¢¢ continue.,” If any one fhould fay, that this

feems too honourable a teftimony to come from a

Jew.—I1 anfwer, Fofephus, though a profeffed

Jew, might entertain a good opinion of Chrif-

tianity, and be inwardly difpofed to embrace it,

though for particular reafons, he might not
think proper to avew his real fentiments : It is
certain, however, that all the written and
printed copies of his hiftory contain this para-

Vou. 1. H ‘graph,
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graph, and indeed he could not well, as a hif-
torian, pafs it over in filence.—The fame Fo-
Jfephus alfo fpeaks in very honourable terms of

‘ames the kinfman of our lord, and of Fobn
the baptift. He alfo confirms the authority of
the new teftament hiftory in many paffages con-
cerning Herod, Pilate, Gamaliel, Feflus, Fe-
lix, and the deftrution of Ferufalem, which
was fo pun@ually foretold by Chrift.

TAcrtus, Suetonius, Dion Caffius, and all
“the other Roman hiftorians of the firft and fe-
cond centuries fpeak of Chrift, of the death
which he fuffered, and of the Chriftians, and
of the terrible perfecutions which they en-
dured for their obflinacy, as they term it; i, e.
for their not blafpheming Chrift, and worthip-
ping and facrificing to the heathen idols.

Ponrius Pilate, who was governor of Fu-
dea when our faviour fuffered, being obliged to
give an account to the emperor Tiberius of the.
memorable things which happened during his
procuratorfhip, informed the emperor, among
other things, ¢ of the refurre&ion of Chrift,
¢ and of his miracles, famous over all Palaf-
¢ tine ; and that he was thought by many to be.
¢ the fon of Gob.” .

THIS account, it is faid, fo much affe&ed
Tiberius, that he would have introduced Jefus
‘amongft the number of the Roman Gods, had
not the fenate oppofed his motion ; however it
had this effé& upon him, that he was ever after
favourable to the Chriftians, and threatened
death to any who fhould accufe them. And to
thisvery letter of Pontius Pilate, Fuftin Martyrand
Tertullian appeal in their apologetics, which were
writtcnéand dedicated to the nobility of Reme in

~ the

_ l \
o



SERMON I %

the fecond Yentury, which they never would
dared to have done, had not thofe records of Pi-
late been then extant.

PLiNY the younger, who was proprztor in
Bethynia, under Trajan the emperor, about fe-
venty-five years after Chrift’s afcenfion, after

making the ffriétef! enquiry into the worfhip and .

cuftoms of the Chriftians, by the emperor’s
orders, writes him, ¢ that the provinces of
¢ Pontus and Bethynia were like to be depopu-
¢ lated by the vaft numbers of Chriftians which
¢ fuffered martyrdom; and, that he could find
nothing amifs in them, but that they ufed to
meet together before day, and fing 2 hymn
¢ to Chrift as Gop; binding themfelves by

oath, not to fteal, rob, commit adultery,
cheat or do any manner of wickednefs.”—
Thefe letters of Pliny are ftill extant, and com-
‘mon in the hands of the learned, and thefe
paflages in them not only prove the vaf? progrefs
of Chriftianity a few years after the death of
Chrift ; but are alfo a noble vindication of the
innocence of Chriftians from the mouth of an

(19

. enemy.,

BesipEs, thofe pagan philofophers, who
wrote againft Chriftianity, and who were its
bitter and avowed enemies, acknowledge the
miracles of Chrift. Celfus, a noted infidel,
who lived in the fecond century, fpeaks of Je-
fus the author of the Chriftian religion, as
baving lived a few years ago, and mentioning
many things about the birth, life, miracles,

death and refurre&ion of Chrift, tells the:

Chriftians, < thefe things we have produced out of
¢ your own books,” meaning the new teftament ;
nor does he deny the miracles of Chrift, but

Ha alcribes

655491
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afcribes them to magic art. Fulian the apoftate,
who lived in the beginning of the fourth cen-
tury, tells us, < that Fefus, who lived three
L rz'undred years ago, did no memarable works, ex-
€ cept curing the blind and lame, cafling out fome
¢ devils at Bethfaida and Bethany;” and tells
us, ¢ that none of bis difciples durf? fay that be
 made the heaven and earth, but Fobn only.’’
And Porphery, a bitter enemy to Chriftianity,
who wrote about the year of Chrift two hun-
dred and feventy, tells us, that ¢ Efulapius
¢ and the reft of the Gods had withdrawn their
¢ help of men, and that no man had received
¢ any public benefit from them, fince Jefus
¢ began to be worthipped.” Nor do any of
the Jews deny that there was fuch a man as Je-
fus, and that he /ived in Fudea, and was con-
demned and crucified at Ferufalem, in the wvery
age which Chriftians pretend ; nay, they con-.
fefs his miraculous works, as appears by their
talmud, but afcribe them, like their fore-fathers,
to the power of the devil. .
Now, better teftimonies than thefe we can-
not expeét from enemies: for had they ac-
kncwledged the divine authority and miffion of
Chrift, they would doubtlefs have fubmitted to
the gofpel, and in fuch cafe their teftimony
would have loff the force which it now has in
this view; nzmely, to convince us, even by
the acknowledgement of our adverfaries, that there
was fuch a man as Jefus Chrift, who was the
author and founder of Chriftianity ; that he
did great and miraculous works in the neigh-
bourhood of Ferufal:m ; that he was condemned
and crucified there in the reign of Tiberius Ce-.
Jar; that his miracles were notour through
: Palefline,
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Palefline, and at Rome, fhortly after his death ;
that many believed then that he rofe from the
dead on the third day, and that he was the fon
of Gop; that about forty years after his death,
multitudes every where through the Roman
empire, worfhipped him as Gob, and were his
profefled difciples, and chofe to fuffer the cruel-
left deaths, rather than not to worthip and truft
in him; and finally, that the books of the
new teftament were written in the age of the
apoftles, and were even in the hands of the
heathen, and quoted by them in the fecond
century ;—{o much we learn even at the mouth
of the Jews and heathens, who were the bit-
tereft enemies of Chriftianity, And this natu-
rally leads me to the

VIIth. AND LAST THING propofed, namely,
to make it evident, beyond reafonable contra-
di&tion, that the fcriptures of the new tefta-
ment, in which thefe fa&s are related, upon
which the truth of Chriftianity is founded,
have been handed down to us fafely, and with-
out any material alteration from the age in which
they were written, till this prefent time. ,

IF it is true, that there was’ fuch a divine
perfon as Jefus Chrift in the world, in the time
‘of the Roman emperors Auguftus and Tiberius,
and that he gave a revelation of Gop’s will to
men, attefted by a number of inconteftible
miracles, I think it muft be allowed that the
providence of the fame Gop would be deeply
interefled in preferving fuch a revelation from
being either entirely lofl, or materially altered in
fucceeding ages: To fuppofe otherwife would
be an injurious refle€tion both on the wifdom

and goodncfs of Gop. This is an argument,
: H 3 which,
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which, although I have not now time to en-
large upon it, deferves to be ferioufly weighed and
confidered by fuch as may be willing to grant,
that Gop might have given a revelation of his
will by Chrift ; but who feem to doubt, at the
fame time, that this revelation has been falfified
and materially changed fince it was firft delivered.
HowEevER, not to reft upon this argument
alone as conclufive, I think it may be eafily
made appear, that the Chriftian revelation nei-
ther bas been, nor could poffibly be, materially al-
tered fince it was firft written, -
THAT the books of the new teftament were

alually written by the perfons whofe names
they now bear, cannot be well difputed, por
do I remember that it ever has been difputed,
even by the profefled enemies of Chriftianity,
ulian the apoftate, in the beginning of the
fourth century, who had wit, learning and in-
clination enough to have detected fuch a fraud
had it been fo, never calls the truth of this in
queftion, but exprefly mentions Matthew,
Mark, Luke, Fobn and Paul as the authors of
thefe books. he Chriftian writers of the firft
century, although it was not their manner to
name the authors, quote and allude to all the
Jour gofpels, and often fpeak exprefly of the
apoftles as the authors of them. Nay, Ter-
tullian, who lived in the year one hundred and
ninety-five, appeals to fome of the original
manufcripts, written by the hands of the apofiles
themfelves, which were extant in his time:
Nor ought this to be thought ftrange or incre~
dible, fceing Quintilian affirms that the band-
writing of Cicero was extant in his time, at the
diftance of fome hundreds of years; and we

may
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may be certain, that the Chriftians would be
as careful of the original memoirs of the apoftles,
as the philofophers could be of thofe of Cicero.
BEsIDES, as it is certain that the primitive
Chriftians believed the books of the new tefta-
ment to contain a divine revelation given by in-
Jpiration from Gob, in which alze the way of
falvation was to be found, and as copies of
thefe books were in the hands of all Chriftians
every where, who could procure them ; fo it is
utterly incredible that thefe primitive Chriftians
fhould either defignedly, or through negligence,
fuffer thefe books to be altered; but, on the
contrary, we are obliged to fuppofe they would
ufe all proper means to trdn{mit thefe facred re-
cords uncorrupted and entire, as the mof va-
‘luable legacy, to the lateft pofterity. If we con-
fider alfo the wvaff fpread of the Chriftian reli-
gion, through almoft the whole world, in the -
wery age of the apoftles, and the vafl number of
copies of thefe books which were difperfed
every where, where Chriftianity was planted,
and ‘that thefe books were conflantly read and
expounded in all Chriftian affemblies; it will
“appear very incredible that any material alteration
fhould happen in thefe books in that age ; fee-
inig fuch an alteration could have been eafily
deteCted by every fenfible Chriftian, and ¢fpe-
cially by comparing the different copies together.
To this we may alfo add, that the unhappy dif-
ferences in opinion, which early happened
among Chriftians, who yet founded all their
different opinions on the fame original text,
proved a happy occafion of preventing the con-
tending parties from corrupting or altering the
' H 4 fcriptures,
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fcriptures, and rendered them wigilant obfervers
over each other in this particular.

In the ages immediately after the apoftles,
the books of the new teftament were tranflated
into the Arasic, Syriac, ETHioric and
LATIN tongues, for the ufe of the Chriftians
in thofe countries, which tranflations are fill
extant, and vary very_little from the Greek
original. And we may. add to this, that all
the Chriftian writers of the firft, fecond, third
and fourth centuries, whofe writings we have
now in our hands, although they differ from
one another in fome opinions, yet they quote
the fcripture in the fame fenfe, and nearly in the
Jame werds as they ftand at this day in our new
teftaments.

INFIDELs indeed tell us, thatin the dark and
ignorant times of popery, namely, about the
ninth, tenth, eleventh and twelfth centuries,
the fcriptures were taken from the people, and
were only in the hands of the pope and clergy,
who might alter and cerrupt them as they
pleafed, and who were wicked enough to do
fo; and thercfore, we cannot poflibly be fure
that we have the fcriptures, or the writings of
the firft Chriftians now in their purity.

Now this is but a meer ignorant or malicious
quibble, which can have no weight with thofe
who know the true ftate of things, and can
only raife a duft in the eyes of their own igno-
‘rant admirers, for it is well known that the.
pope was never acknowledged nor fubmitted to
by the whole Chriftian church, So that it had
becn iz vain for the Romifh clergy to have at-
tempted any alieration in the fcriptures, or in
the genuine writings of the firft Chriftian fathers ;

' feeing
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feeing the churches of Greece and Africa, who
are wvery numerous and learned, and who never
would fubmit to the pspe’s authority, had thefe
Jeriptures and writings of the fathers, as well as
the Latin church, and could have eafily de-
tected fuch a wicked fraud, had the latin church
dared ta attempt it: But it is manifeft that the
popes and Romifh clergy never attempted to
make any confiderable alteration in the canon
of fcripture, whatever other corruptions, or
pious frauds may be charged upon them; for
had they at all altered the fcriptures, it would
doubtlefs have been in favour of their own idsla-
trous and corrupt praétices, in which they differ
from the primitive church and all other Chriflians.
But this they have not really done, feeing the
very fcriptures which they acknowledge, con-
demn thofe very errors which they profefs and
prad&tife; and feeing they do not pretend to
found thefe idolatrous and erroneous tenets, fa
much upon the feripture revelation, as upon un-
certain traditions. ‘This therefore, fufficiently
exculpates them from the charge of altering or
corrupting the fcriptures of the new teftament,
Nor is it of mere force for infidelsto tell
us, ¢ that all Chriftians have not agreed them-
¢ felves in receiving all the books of the new tefla-
¢ ment as canonical, but that fome whole churches
¢ have rejected fome of the epifiles as [purious ;”
for this is rather a proof of the caution and pru-
dence of thofe primitive Chriftian churches, who
fcrupled to reccive -any thing as the word of
Gopb, until they were well affured that it was
fuch ; and this is an evident teftimony that the
primitive Chriftians were not fo fimple and cre-
dulous, as infidels would perfuade us, but that

they
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they embraced the fcriptures with the greatef
eantionfnefs and tircum{ﬁeﬂion, and not without
the bigheft evidences of their authenticity and di-
wine original, not being willing to be impofed
wpon themfelves, or to impofe upon their pofle-
sity in a2 matter of fuch great moment. And
what makes this argument ftill the ftronger is,
that the books which they, fir fome time, re-
je&ed, contain nothing in them peculiar, nor
any thing which they could not have learned
in the other books, which they received and ac-
knowledged. So that their fcruples againft
thefe books could proceed from nothing but a
prudint cautioufnefs of admitting any thing into
the canon of fcripture, which was not readly
fcripture.

It may not be out of place to remark here
alfo, that of all the warious readings of fcrip-
ture, which learned men, in thefe late ages,
kave colleéted from all the different printed
eopies and manufcripts, which are extant, in
all the different nations and languages of the
Chriftian world ; I fay, that out of all thefe
various readings of the new teftament fcrip-
tures, there cannot be formed ¢ne new article of
faith, er branch of duty; which plainly thews
how fmall and inconfiderable the accidental al-
terations are, which the fcriptures of the new
teftament have fuffered in fo lng a tra® of
time, and through /o many tranfcribings, print-
ings and tranflations. ‘

By, if after all this, it fhould be fufpellted,
that the firft ages of Chriftianity might be fo
ignorant and i.literate, that the Chriftian reve-
Jation might be altered and corrupt.d at the very
Sfountain head: 1 anfwer, that this fuppofition

muft
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muft alfo arife either fram grofi ignorance, or

from a malicious defign to raife difficulties and

deiftical fcruples in the minds of ignorant peo-

ple: For it is well known, that the Chriftian

religion was firft propagated in a wery learned

and inguifitive age of the*world, when human

philofophy was arrived to a great degree of

perfeion, and in that part of the world too

where human learning and philofophy fourifbed

mof} confpicuoufly, namely, in the Roman em-

pire. And it is alfo as certain, that fome of

its profeflors were perfons of learning and dif-

tin&ion, witnefs Paul of Tarfus, Luke the be-

loved phyfician, Fofeph of Arimathea, Dio-

nyfius the Areopagite, mentioned Aéls xvii. 34.

Sergius Paulus the governor of Crete, mentioned

Ads xiii. 12. and a great company of the Fewifh

. priefls, as we fee Alls vi. 7. who as they were
men of learning, fo neither could they have any

worldly view in embracing Chriftianity. And in

the fecqnd and third centuries, many Chriftian

" converts were amongft the moft learned philo-
fophers of their time, before their converfion ;
who by their writings, now extant, fhew
themfelves to be wvery capable judges of the me-
rits of Chriftianity ; and who could have no
other motives to embrace it, but the Jwve ?"
truth, and the power and demonfiration of thofe
evidences, by which its divine original was
eftablithed. Among thefe I may mention Po-
lycarpy” Fuftin, Irenius, Arnobius, Origeny, Ter-
tullian, Clemens Alexandrinus and many others,
who /ived and wrote between the years of
Chrift one hundred, and two hundred and ten.
So that they are egregioufly miftaken, who .
imaging that Chriftianity was firft broached. in
times
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times of ignorance and barbarity, and that none
but ignorant and credulous perfons embraced it :
So far is this from being true, that multitudes
of its earlieft difciples and fir/? defenders, were
better philofophers and f{cholars, than thofe
puny f{cribblers, who now pretend to difpute
their abilities, and to cry-them down as a com-
pany of tgnorant and credulous fools.

From the whole therefore it appears, that
we have no room for doubting that the new
teftament has fuffered any material alteration
f$ince the age of the apoftles, when it was
written ; but on the contrary, the greateff rea-
-fom in the world to believe, that thefe facred
records have been handed down with the greare?
purity and integrity. And I dare venture con-
fidently to affirm, that there is no. one ancient
faék or hiftory in the world, which has come
down to the prefent age attended with /o many,
and fo comvincing circumftances of authenticity
and credibility, 2s the hiftory, fa&ts and writings
of Chrift and his apoftles ! So that if, after all
that has been faid, under the feven foregoing
keads, and I freely confefs, that the tenth part
has not been faid, which might have been faid,
with great advantage to the argument, yet if
after what has been here faid, with great bre-
vity and imperfection, any fhould doubt of thé
- truth of the new teflament hiftory, [am obli-
ged to believe that they are infidels by inclina-
#ion and not by neceffity, and therefore beyond
the reach of «/l retional conviltion ; and there-
fore, arguments are utterly Ilpff upon fuch
perfons.

Bur if any fionl! acknowledze the t-uth and
reality of the fai's contained in the gofpel

: hiftory,
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hiftory, and yet deny their divine original. If
they fhould grant that Jefus Chrift pun&ually
accomplifhed the prophefies of the old teftament
concerning the Mefliah, and yet deny that he
came from Gob. If any fhould grant that he
wrought the miracles which was afcribed to
him, that he turmed water into wine; that he
encreafed the loaves and fifbes under the hands of
the eaters ; that the wind and fea, the moft un-
governable elements, were obedient to bis com-
mand ; that he cured the moft obflinate and in-
Yeterate difeafes, which were beyond the reach
of medicine, and difpoffeffed evil fpirits by a
word of his mouth, or a touch of his hand, and
that too, in the prefence of multitudes of
enemies;, who were narrow and malicious ob-
fervers ; and that he raifed the dead in the fame
public manner, and allo arefe himfelf from the
dead, according to his own predition, and in
confirmation of the truth of his doétrines and
divine miffion; and that he aftended vifibly up
towards heaven, and a few days after enabled bis
apoftles, who were ignorant and illiterate men,
to fpeak all manner of languages, and work. all
manner of miracles, in the fame public manner
as he did, and that too, in confequence of a
" promife he had made them before his afcenfion,
and that thefe apoftles wrote thefe very bosks which
we now call the new teflament, which contain a
" true account of the ‘miracles which Chrift and
his apoftles wrought, and of the do&rines
which they taught.—I fay, if any perfon will
grant the truth of all this, and yet deny that the
new teflament is a divine revelation come from
Gop, and maintain that Chrift and his apottles
might be imgoflors, and that all their miragklas
: might
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might be performed by juggling tricks, or by the
power and affiflance of evil fpirits; and that
therefore, there: is no certain nor fufficient ra-
tional evidence of the truth.and divine original of
the gofpel.

THeN it will plainly follow from this fcrip-
ture principle, that mankind lye under a fatal
nece(fity of being deceived in things which are
mof? obvious both to fenfe and reafon; and that
our eyes,g\d.ears, and judgement, and under-
ftanding &fe of no real fervice to us in diftin-
guithing betweer truth and falfehood, between
realities and appearances ;—then farewell all cre-
dit to human teftimony, all belief in ancient
biftoiy, and all dependence upon occular demon-
ftraiion !—Then error and delufion can be no
fault, becaufe there can be no certain mark to
know truth from falfehoods, nor any certain me<
thod to diftinguifh between the works of God, and
the works of the devil | —The plain confequence
of this will be that we can have no good reafon
to believe either what we fez or what we bear ;
and then there is an end to all human judge-
ment, and to all reward and punithment !
What monflrous atbfurdities flow from this prin-
ciple of infidelity ! And were it to take place as
well in ciwil, as in religious matters, what con-
Sufion, anarchy and defolation muft It neceffarily in-
troduce into the world |—But if we allow that
there is a Gop, who governs the world, and
that he has made us fubjeéts capable of religion,
and endued us with faculties of difcernment agree-
able to our prefent circumftances: Then we
will be obliged to acknowledge, that if Chrift
and his apoftles really did the works recorded in
the hiftory of the gofpels and aéts of the apof-

' tles,
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tles, in confirmation of that excellent fyflem of
morals and divine truths contained in the new
teftament, they were moft certainly fent and af~
JSflea by Gop; and confequently, that the gof-
pel of Chrift is not a cunningly devifed fable but
a DIVINE REVELATION coming from Gob,’
the father of lights: for to fuppofe that the hoky
and wife Gop would furnith impeflers, with
fuch undoubted credentials of divine power
and authority, and fet his feal in fo foleruan and
aflonifhirg a manner to a LIE, would be the vi-
left blafphemy !—And to fuppofe on the other
hand, that the devil, evenif Gop fhould grant
bim the power and permiflion, would enable
Chrift and his apottles to work fuch miracles, in
confirmation of a rcligion which, in its na-'
ture and tendency, is lo evidently deffruiZive of
his power and #kingdom among wen, is really as
incredible as the other.fuppofition. For were
this poffible, then d:lufion could be no crime, fee-
ing the temptation would be too ffrong for hu-
manity to refift; fo that the dewi/ could expe&
no advantage by prometing fuch impofture.

Hence [ think it follows, that if the gofpel
hiftory be #rue, wi.ich has certainly been proved
beyond re.fonable doubt, then the new tefta-
‘ment is 2 TRULY DIVINE REVELATION,

S E R-
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pinefs of men; and tells us, that he ¢ might
. ¢ have added feveral bundreds befides, in which
S the facred writers of the new teftament argue
<¢ from thofe of the old, in fuch a manner, as
¢¢ nothing could have juftified, but a firm per-
‘s ﬁcqﬁm that they were divinely infpired.”

ow, from all this I would draw the fol-
lowing confequence, that if the new teftament
is a divine revelation coming from Gob, which
1 have been endeavouring to make evident in
fome- former difcourfes, then it will follow,
that the old teftament muft be a divine reve-
lation alfo : For we cannot fuppofe that Chrift
and his apoftles, being under the infallible in-
fpiration and dire€ion of the fpirit of Gop,
would have afcribed the fame divine infpiration
to the writers of the old teftament fcriptures,
had they not been really poflefled of it. So
that he who grants the divine original of
Chriftianity; muft be obliged b{ confequence
to grant the divine original of the Jewifh reli-
gion alfo; feeing, the former is but, as it
were,_the fulfilment; accomplithment and pers
fection of the latter; and feeing, the latter is
fo abundantly attefted and confirmed by the
former. ,

INDEED the 0ld and new teftaments may be
properly confidered as the two grand pillars by
which the arch of revealed truth is fupported ;.
fo that when the foundation of either of thefe
pillars is undermined or deflroyed, revelation muft
fall-of courfe. Every attack therefore upon the
credibility and divine or}ginal of the old tefta-
ment {criptures, egually afteéts the whole -credit
of Chriftianity. And, on the other hand; every
attack upon ytm\truth of Chriftianity, muft
. .

N ~virtually,

.
~
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virtually, and by fair confequence, egually affe@
the credibility of the new teftament : Becaufe
thefe two revelations have fuch a neceffary de-
pendance upon one another, and are fo intimately
¢onnelted with each other, that they muft fand
or fall together. o

ow although, to a perfon who is firmly
perfuaded of the truth of Chriftianity, there
needs no other proof of the divine original and
authority of the old teftament fcriptures, than
the teftimony of Chrift and his apoftles ;—
yet for the farther confirmation and fupport of
your faith in this important article, I fhall, in
ss fmall 2 compafs as poffible, endeavour to lay
before you a few arguments, by which we may
be fully convinced that the old teftament is a di-
vine revelation, that AMbfes is a true hiftorian,
commiffioned and infpired by Gop; and that,
therefore, the whole of the Jewifh religion as
delivered by him, and contained in the old
teftament {criptures, is of divine original and
authority. -

TuAT there was fuch a man as Mefes
who lived about fifteen hundred years before
the Chriftian Zra; that he was a very learned
man ; that he condued a vaft number of the’
defcendants of Abrabam out of -Egipt towards
Fudea, and gave them laws which fubfift, and
are obferved among the Fews till this day, “and
that they have ever retained a great reverence
for Mbfes their law-giver, and been very te-
nacious of his laws, fuffering the greateft in-
juries and cruelleft deaths rather than violate
them ; is not only attéfted by the Fews them-
felves, but alfo by the moft ancient hiftorians-
of all the ncighbouringi: nations, the Egyptia’;:‘,
] : 2 the
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the Grecians, the Phanicians, the Syrians, the
Chaldeans, and the Romans. They who want a
confirmation of this, may meet with full fa-
tisfaQtion in two books of Fofephus againft Ap-
pion, and in the writings of other antiquaries,
who have produced teftimonies out of a variety
of ancient hiftorians, to prove the antiquity of
Mofes, and the original of the Jewith nation. . -
AY, it is an irconteftible truth, that
learning, and the ufe of letters,. were firft in-
vented in Egypt, Chaldea and Phenicia; and
that the Grecians, who afterwards propagated
letters and literature to all other nations, bor-
rowed them from the Phenicians, a long time
after Mofes had written his hiftory and laws.

Mosks is fuppofed, by the concurrent chro-
nology of all antiquity, to have flourifthed about
fourteen hundred and ninety years before the
birth of Chrift ; and there is no profane hiftory,
which has come to our hands, except fome du-
bious fragments, written before the return of
the Fews from the Babylmi/b captivity, about
one thoufand years after Mofes.  Herodotus,
who is termed by Cicero, the father z/‘ biflory,
wrote about one thoufand and fifty-five years
after Mofes. Xenophon, Thucydides, and all the
other Grecian and Roman hiftorians, whofe
writings are now extant, are flill of later date
than Herodotus. So that there is really no hif-
torical writings now in the world, which are
not, . at leaft, one thoufand years later than the
writings of Mofes, .

If it therefore be allowed that Mofes wrote
that part of the old teftament, which is now
acknowledged to be his, the only queftion will
remain, whether he is a true and faithful hifto-

rian
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rian? Whether he has left us a juft account of
fa&s? Whether his pretended miffion from
Gob be real or feigned? And of confequence,
whether his law is of divine original, or only
a merely human and political fition ?

THE hiftory of Mofes may be diftinguifhed
into two parts. Firft, that part of it which gives
an account of the creation of the world, and the
other fa&ts and incidents which happened before
his own time; and, fecondly, that part of it
which contains the hiftory of his own time.

WE cannot  therefore imagine that he could
be deceived in this laft part of his hiftory,
which reports his own condu& and a&ions,
and other things of which he was a conftant
leyde-witmfs, and had the moft certain know-
(< Ce :

. -ﬁs to the firft part of his hiftory, which
continues from the beginning of the book -of
Genefis till the eleventh verfe of the fecond
chapter of Exodus; thofe who allow him to
have been divinely infpired and commiffioned
by Gop, will not, I prefume, call in queftion
its truth.. But let us fee what can be faid for
its credibility, even upon the fuppofition of in-
bdelity, that he was no more than a common
hiftorian, :

. ft. THEN, even fuppofe Mofes to have been
a common hiftorian, who had a mind to give
his people an honeft ‘account of antiquity, we
cannot fuppofe he could be much at a lofs
to record the principal aéts and incidents which
happened before his own time, if we confider,
that there was not above eight or nine gene-
rations between himfelf and 4dam, by his own
account. :

i I3 - By
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By the chronology of the old teftament, it
plainly appears, that Adam might have con-
verfed with Methufelah, and he with his fon
Sem, and he with Abrabam, and he with his
fon Ifaac, and he with his grand-fon Fofeph,
and he with Amram, and he with his fon Mofes.
So that tradition might very eafily have handed
down the moft memorable events from the:
creation through fo few ; efpecially if we con~'
fider that moft of thefe events were fo very iti-
terefting to the worthippers of the true Goby’
more particularly the covenant made with,
Abrabam, and the promifes which fo nearly
concerned his pofterity. So that in. thefe cir-
cumftances it had been impoffible for Afsfes
to have forged a falfe hiftory of antient times,
and to have impofed it upon the Ifraclites as.
true; feeing moft of themfelves might eafily
have dete@®ed the cheat. Befides, it is very’
probable that inquifitive men of other nations,
fprung from the fame common root, and in-
formed by tradition of many of the principal
fals and occurences of antiquity, might havé
eafily blafted the reputation of Moefes’s hiftory,
had it been a fabulous legend.” - =~ © - ¢
. Bur what gives a higher degree of credi-
bility to the ancient hiftory, and the moft ans
cient tradition of almoft all the nations in the
world. The fragments of Sanchomiathe, which
contain the memoirs of greateft antiquity
amongft the Phanicians. The antiquities of -
the “Egft- Indians preferved by Megafihines.
Thofe of the Wzf# Indians by Acefia and others;
and thofe of Egypt, and the parts adjacent,
Oy Laertius, Diodorus Sicubus, and a multitude
befides, give us almoft the fame accounts l«:f_
IR s . s : the
.U
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the original of things as Mp/fes does: Univerfal
tradition reprefegts the original of the material
world as a chass, or confufed commixture of all .
the elements, void and without form. It informs
us, with AMofes, that darknefs was anterior to
light;—that the fun was not the firft created
light, but the receptacle of it ;—that there is
but one Gop, who is the principle and caufe
of all things, himfelf uncreated and unbe-
gotten ;—that he has a divine abode above the
ftars, where there is perpetual light and day ;—
that the ftars were made by him, and that he
informs, animates, governs and pervades all
things ;—that man was formed laft of all the
vifible creation, after the image of Gop, and
invefted with dominion over the other crea-
+ tures ;—that the firft man was formed out of
clay, and that the fouls of men are particles
-of divine air infufed by Gob ;—that, in the
earlieft ages of the world, the feventh day was
efteemed facred by all nations, and that their
time was meafured by Hebdomade,or weeks ;—
that in the firft, or golden age of the world,
men lived a fimple, ruftic life, without the ufe
of cloaths, or fire, or convenient dwellings;
that their food was fruit and herbs, and that
Gop fed them, converfed familiarly with them,
and was their keeper. The hiftory of Adam
and Ewe, of the tree of life, and of the fer~
pent, has been preferved by the tradition of
many nations, even the moft barbarous, and
the moft.remote from the fcene of a&ion. The
ftory of the flood of Noah, with all its moft
minute circumftances, is recorded by almoft all
antiquity. ‘The wild life and great ftature of

the giants. And the long lives of the ante-
14 © diluvians, -
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diluvians, reaching to near one thoufand years,
are mentioned both by the poe®s, hiftorians and
naturalifts. The very place where'the ark is
faid by Mbsfes to have fettled, upon the fub-
fiding of the waters of the deluge, the very
names of the fons of Noah, their various mi-
grations, and the nations defcended from them,
are exprefsly mentioned by many hiftorians,
as well as poets. The building of the tower
of Babel, is evidently alluded to in the fable of
the war of the giants againft heaven. The
burning of Sodom and Gomorrah is recorded by
many hiftorians of the beft credit, the circum-
ftances of whofe relations agree wonderfully
with the biftory of Mofes. The whole current
of antient hiftory bears a furprifing analogy
with the book of Gemefis, in the account’ of
of the nations defcended from Abradem 3 in the
rite of circumcifion ufed in thit family; in
the ftories of Ifaac, Facob and ofeph ; in the
going forth of the children o {;ml out of
Egypt; in their crofling the red fea; in their
journeying through the wildernefs of Shinar,
and in their founding the kingdom of Judea in
Canaan. Berofus, a Babylonifb prieft, who lived
in the time of Alexander the Great, two hun~
dred and fifty-fix years before Chrift, wrote a
chronalogical hiftory of Chaldea, and the coun- °
tries adjacent, from Neah’s flood till the con-
queft of Babylon by Cyrus, which agrees in a
remarkable manner with the chronolo§y of
Mbfes. One inftance of this agreement 1 fhall
produce. He makes the drowning of Pha-
reab’s hoft in the red fea, which he afcribes to
the power of magic, to have happened in the
year after the deluge, feven hundred and ni;xety-‘
. T . vt . our 3

.
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four; whereas Mofes puts it in the year feven
* hundred and ninety-feven.

THE learned infidel may find- moft of the
above articles, and a great. many more, col-
leGed together with great labour and erudition,
by the learned Hugo GRoTiUs DE VERIT.
REL. CHrisT. L1B. V. §. XVI. where the
authors from which they are taken are referred
to, and cited in their originals. '

Now, this remarkable agreement between
the univerfal tradition of all nations, and the
ancient hiftory of Mbofes, proves either, firft,
that the hiftory of Mofes has its foundation in
truth, which truth has been handed down from
the firft families of mankind, through their va-
rious migrations and difperfions, by an inter-
rupted tradition ; although the original faéts
are, at this time, very much obfcured and mif-
reprefented among the barbarous nations, by
fuch an jmperfe& method of conveyance; or,
fecondly, that thefe opinions of the heathen
nations, in all ages, have been borrowed
from the writings of Mbsfes. There being no
other method of accounting rationally for the
agreement between heathen tradition and the
Mofaic hiftory. Now, if the former of thefe
fuppofitions be granted, which is indeed the moft
probable, then this affords us a firong prefump-
tive argument for the truth of Mofes's ancient
hiftory. .But if infidels will rather prefer the
latter, although fo very unlikely, yet even this
is an irrefragable proof of the antiquity of the
Mofaic hiftory, and the great reputation it has
been in, with the moft ancient heathen writers.
.- As for that part of the writings of AMofes,
which ' contains the hiftory of his own times,
o : " beginning -
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beginping Exod. ii. 11. and continuing to
Deut. xxxii. 48. A great part of it alfo is
confirmed by the. teftimonies of a number of
heathen hiftorians. The ancient rite of cir+
cumcifion in all the branches of Abrabam’s fa-
mily ; the Exvdus, or going forth of the chil-
dren of Ifrael out of Egypt, under the com-
mand of Mofes; his being taken out of the
river when a child; tne two tables of the
law of Gop being delivered to bim, and a great
many ether incidents in the hiftory of AMofes,
and teftimonies concerning bis wifdom, learn-
ing, prudence and laws, and the fettlement of
the people whom he conduied, in the land of
Canaan, are expreflly mentioned by Berofus, He-
cateus,  Artaphanus, Manctho, Damafeenus, the
writer of the Carmina Orpbica, Tacitus, Trogus
Pompeius, Strabo, Longinus, and many others,
from which writers, Fofepbus, and many mo-
dern learned men, have extralted many plain
and pertinent teftimonies.

It muft be confefled indeed, that many of
thefe writers fpeak very contumelioufly of Afo-
Jes and the Fews :—But we fhall ceafe to won-
der at this, if we confider that the religion of
the Fews rendered them very unfociable with
other nations; they would neither eat, nor
worthip, nor intermarry with the heathen na-
tions. The Gobp of Ifrael would admit of no
rival, no competitor, no companion. There
was no community of Gods allowed among the
the Ifraclites, as among the heathens. And
hence all other nations looked upon the Ifra-
elites as a morofe, unfociable people, as haters
of mankind and the Gods. And hence it is
that fo many of the heathen hiftorians loadythc

ews
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2ws with contumelies and reproaches. Be-
fides, if we confider the enmity which fo long
fubfifted between them and the Egyptians, it
will not appear ftrange, that Manetho, Chere-
mon and Appion, who were Egyptian hiftorians,
fhould endeavour to make the chara&er of
Mofes and theg‘ews as black and ridiculous as
they could. But how unjuftly and untruly
they have done this, - Fofephus has made appear,
in his two books againft Appion. :
However, all the writers of antiquity have
not run into this fathionable rant of declaiming
againft Mofes and the Fews. Strabo, in his fix-
teenth book, has done them a great deal of ho-
nour. Hecataus {peaks very favourably of them,
Longinus, in his treatife on the fublime, fpeaks
very ‘advantageoufly of the wifdom, capacity,
Jearning and eloquence of Mofes, and gives
fome inftances of it out of Genmefis. Chalcidius
quotes many things out of the books of Aofs,
and calls him a moft wife man, who, according
to’ report, was indued not only with human,
but alfo with divine eloquence. Numenius tells
us, that Famnes and Mambres were the two
magicians whom the Egyptians unanimoufly
chofe to refilt AMofes, the leader of th: Fews,
in the grievous calamities which he publicly
brought upon the Egyptians (referring to the ten
plagues), and this Mofes, he tells us, had great
power with Gop in prayer. And Fulian, who
was as inveterate an enemy againft the Fews as
_the Chriftians, canfefles, ¢¢ that there were
¢¢ ‘men among- the Fews divinely infpired ; and
¢ that fire defcended from heaven to - confume
% their facrifices in the time of Mgfes ; and once, -
LA L , 4% g ]ong
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“ g lo% while afterwards, in the time of Elias

efbite. : ,

Now, although this concurrent teftimeny of
all antiquity, gives as high a degree of credi-
bility to the writings of Aafes, as any ancient
human hiftory can hawg, yet there is ftill room
to enquire how we can prove the main point,
namely, the divine original, infpiration and
authority of thefe writings? I anfwer, the di-
vine original and authority of the writings of
Mofes, is proved and eftablithed by the mira-
cles which he wrought. That AMpyfes really
wrought fuch miracles as are recorded in his
hiftory, we have no reafon to doubt, if we
confider, not only that many of them are
mentioned by heathen hiftorians, although they
afcribe them to the power of magic ; but alfo,
and more efpecially, that all his pretenfions to
leading and governing the Ifra:lites; that the
whole fyftem of his laws moral, judicial and
ceremonial, and all the rigour and feverity with
which he enjoined and inforced them, are en-
tirely founded upon fuch miracles, and neceffa-
rily fuppofe them.

IT is not at all to be fuppofed that Aofes,
who appears by all his writings, to have been a
wife and judicious man, and a great lover of: ;
his people, would have enacted fuch laws, as
many which we find in bis fyftem; or, that
upwards of fix hundred thoufand men, befides
women and children, who appear to have been
mutinous and ungovernable enough, would
have received them, and fubmitted to them,
had not both Asfes and they been convinced
that they came from Gop. And nothing lefs
could work this conviQion, than a divine tefli-
mony,
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mony, namely, a power of working miracles
in the law-giver, and a plain manifeftation of
this divine power to the people.

THERE are feveral laws which muft have,
humanly fpeaking, ruined the Jewith ftate, had
not Gop miraculoufly counteraéted their ru-
inous tendency. Such was the law of the fa5-
batick year, by which they were obliged to leave
their grounds uncultivated one whole year in
every feven ; and that of jubile, which obliged
them to abftain from the cultivation of their
land two years together, namely, every forty-
ninth and fiftieth yearf. Such was alfo that
law by which all their males, from fixteen
to fixty years, were obliged to appear at the
temple of Ferufalem, three times a year, from
all corners of Fudea, namely, at the feafts of
the paflover, of pentecoft and of tabernacles.
At which times their frontiers were left entirely
expofed to the incurfions and ravages of the
numerous and inveterate enemies which fur-
rounded them on all fides®. Such was alfo
the law of circumcifion, which was very pain-

. ful in itfelf, and rendered the Fews very ridi-

culous in the efteem of all the heathen nations.

Besipes, the law of facrifices and offerings
was very burdenfome, laborious and expenfive.
The maintenance of the priefts and Levites,
the building, repairs and decorations of the
temple, and all the perquifites which belonged
to the religious ceremonial, were very heavy
and coftly. The prohibition of particular
meats, which were flattering enough to the

f See Levit. xxv, 1—18.
© & See Exod, xxiii. 14—18.

appetite,
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appetite, and the laborious wathings, and
cleanfings, and purifyings which occurred fo
often, were heavy and fevere reftraints upon
the liberties and appetites of the Fews. Now
can it be fuppofed that 3ofes, who tenderly
. Joved the people whom he governed, and
who had prudence and policy’ enough to
forefee the dangerous confequence of fome
of the laws, would have ena&ed them, had
he not been aflured that they came from
Gop ? Or can we imagine that the Ifraclites,
naturally a ftiff-necked, refratory and rebel-
lious people, would have received thofe laws in
the wildernefs, had they not been eye.witnefles
of the miracles wrought by Gobp’s power to
confirm them ? And yet we find that thefe laws
and inftitutions bave been fo highly revered by
the Fews in all ages, and fo deeply rooted in
their mirfds, that they chofe rather to underge
the greateft abufes, and the fevereft deaths,
than violate or relinquith them. We have
fufficient proofs of this, not only in the ca-
nonical and apochryphical books of the old
teftament, but alfo their very enemics confefs
it. Tacitus obferves, that the firft thing which
the Fews learn, is to defpife the gods; i. e. the
heathen deities, and to efteem the deareft com-
forts of life of no value in comparifon of their
law. And both Hecatus and Porphyry, the Pla-
tonic philofopher, agree in teftifying their firmad -
herence to their laws and religion, in fpite of the
fevereft tortures and moft cruel deaths. Nor can
all the hardfhips they have fufferedon account of
their religion, fince the deftruion of their ftate,
in the leaft fhake or alter their inviolable attach-
ment to the laws and cuftoms delivered by M%es.
: o
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- To this we may add another argumene,
which is ftill more convincing and conclufive.
© IF it be allowed, that Mofes wrote the books
which now bear his name, and that he deli=
vered thems to the church of Jfrael in the wil-
dernefs of Sinai, then the. truth of the mira+
cles contained in thefe books muft follow of
confequence : For thofe books are an appeal to
fix hundred thoufand men for the truth of
thefe miracles, which no man in his right wits
would have made, had not thefe miracles been
true. Could Msfes, think .you, pretend to
perfuade fuch a prodigious number of people,
among whom we muft charitably believe that
fome, at leaft, were endued with common
fenfe, that they faw ten miraculous plagues in-
flicted upon Egypt ; the red fea divided ; waters
brought out of arock ; the pillar of fire and of
fmoke; thequails and manna; the wonderful and
terrible appearance of the glory of Gop on mount
Sinai, and that they heard the words of the
law delivered from thence by an audible voice,
if they really neither faw nor heard any of
thefe . things ? Certainly fuch a bare-faced im-
pofture as this, muft have been deteted by
every perfon who had eyes, and ears, and com- .
mon underftanding, and muft have rendered
the very name of Mofes infamous among the
Ifraclites to lateft pofterity.

Besipes, to fuppofe that any perfon, or
number of perfons, after the time of AMbfes,
fhould forge this law, and attempt to impofe
it upon the Fews, is equally abfurd and incre-
dible : For at whatever time fuch a forgery is
fuppofed to be made, we myft neceflarily fups
‘pole an entire revolution both in the Jewifh ﬁat;.

4 an
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and church; we mult fuppofe that at the fame
time, all the implements of the tabernacle,
the wrim and thummim, the brazen ferpent,
the pot of manna, the ark and cherubims, the
priefts veftments and all the utenfils of the
Jewith worthip - were introduced alfo. We
. muft alfo fuppofe, that all the feftivals and fo-
lemnities appointed in thefe books as memorials
. of thofe miraculous fa&s recorded in them,
" were alfo brought into ufe at the firft publica-
tion of this forgery ; fuch as circumcifion, the
* paflover, daily facrifices, the great day of
atonement, new moons, fabbaths, fabbatick
years, jubilee, the three grand feftivals, tithes,
the cities of the Levites, the various facred or-
ders, diftin&tion between meats, abftinence
from various pollutions, and numberlefs purifi-
cations. . Now to fuppofe, that any perfon
would be bold enough to attempt the broaching
of fuch a forgery, or the impofition of fuch
Jaws, and fuch a revolution as the introduc-
tion of them muft neceflarily occafion, and all
this without any fufficient evidence or autho-
rity, either human or divine, really exceeds all
poflibility of belief! Hence, 1.think, it ne-
ceflarily follows, that Mofes mult have been the
deliverer of the Jewifh law ;—that the authorit
of thefe lJaws muft have been founded on th'e{Z
miracles which he wrought ;—and, that thefe
folemnities of the Jewifh worfhip. muft have
“been inftituted on the freth remembrance of
thefe miracles, of which they are ftanding
memorials to the Jewifh nation;—and, in a
word, that all the laws, obfervances and
cuftoms in ufe amongft the Fews muft have .
' been
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been of conftant ufe from the very time in
which thofe books of Mbfes were written.

Ir therefore Mofes wrought fuch miracles as
are recorded in his books, I think none, who
acknowledge the being and univerfal providence
of Gop, and who attentively confider the na-
ture of the miracles themfelves, -and the ge-
nius and defign of that religion, and thofe laws
whieh Mofes confirmed by them, can reafonably
deny that thefe miracles were wrought by a
divine power. -And if this is once granted, it
will prove all that we defire, namely, the di-
vine miffion of - Mofes ;—the divine original and
authority of that religion, .and of thofe laws
which he delivered, and the divine truth of
that hiftory which is contained in his books.

Gob did not fully reveal his will to the chl-
dren of Ifrael by Mofes, but as he defigned to
train them up for a more perfe& ftate, to lead
them by degrees into the more {piritual meaning
and deg'gn of the Mofaic ceconomy, and raife
their hopes and expe&ations after the more pure
. and fpiritual difpenfation -of the MEss1AH un-
der the golpel ; fo for this purpofe, he ap-
pointed a fucceffive order of infpired men,
called prophets, whofe office it was to illuftrate
and inforce the true fpirit and meaning of the
laws of Mafes, by animated addrefles to urge
the people to the duties of piety and virtue,
and di_ﬂ‘:lade them from vice and idolatry, and
to foretell future events. This fucceffion of
infpired men, fome think, is plainly -promifed
and eftablithed by Gob, in that remarkable
prophefy of AMofes, which doubtlefs points
out CHRIsT in its remoteft and moft noble

Var. L. - K fenfe.
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fenfe, . The Lorp thy Gob will raify up unte
thee a prophet (i. e. a fucceflion of prophets, -
as by anti-chrift is meant a fucceffion of anti-
chrifts) from the midft of thee, like unto me ;:
unto bim_ fhall ye hearken.— 1 will raife them up a.
prophet (a fucceflion of prophets) from among
thesr brethren, like unto thee, and will put my.
words in bis mouth, and be fball [peak unto them.
all that I jball command bim. And it fball come to
pafs, that whofoever will nat hearken unto my:
wordsy which be fhall fpeak in my name, I will:
require it of him', In this law of Mofes there--
fore, the divine original and authority of
which is fufficiently attefted by miracles, tifis.
order of extraordinary minifters, called : pro--
phets, is eftablifhed, their office affigned, and.
rules for their trial laid down, left the people
fhould be' impofed on by falfe pretenders ;:
which, ' neverthelefs, they often were, either’
through prejudice, or a want of due attention
to the eftablithed marks of trialk. Befides,:
thefe rules of trial, it is the current opinion of:
the moft learned Fews, that one of the princi-
pal offices of the court of the great fanhedrin
was, to try pretenders to prophely by thefe
cftablithed rules, which. opinion feems to be-
countenanced by the proceedings of the Ifraelites
againft. Jeremiah'. And this may alfo receive
fome light from our Saviour’s fixing the fcene:
of the blood of his true prophets in Ferufalem,.
where the fanbedrin was confantly held =" <

» Deut. xyiii. .15—18.

1 Vide Siilling. arig. fac. 1. II. chap. 4.

k See Deut. xiii. 1—6. and xviii, 2c—22.
! Jer, xxvil 8—16. "

» Mat. xxii'. 37. Luk, xiii, 33,
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THi1s therefore gives as valid a teftimony to
the writings of the other prophets, as to thofe of
Mpfes : Befides, that many of them were ena-
bled to work miracles and predi& future events,
foon to happen; which being a mark of the
true prophetic fpirit, procurei a juft and rea-
forable affent to the truth of the other revela:
" tions they made, and the more remote events
they predited. To all which we may add,
that Chriftians have a ftill farther and higher
confirmation of their veracity from the won-
derful accomplithment of many of their pro-
phefies in CHR1sT and his gofpel kingdom, and
the teftimony of Jesus and his apofiles.

As for fuch books of the old teftament as
may be properly termed msral, doéirinal, or de-
votional, they were either written by eminent
prophets. As the Pfalms by David. The
book of ¥ob, fome fay, by AMofes; others by
Ezrab; or approved and adapted into the canon
by infpired perfons. And indeed, if this had
not been the cafe, yet the very nature of thef¢
books is fuch, as plainly proves their truth and
divinity, and ‘manifefts that good fpirit’ by
which they were ditated. Their doctrinal and
moral parts are not only agreeable to right
reafon, but plainly founded on the laws of
Mofes, with exhortations to obferve them, and
promifes of mercy, or denunciations of judge-
ment agreeable to the genius of that difpenfa-
tion. And as to the devotional parts, they are
certainly the moft pure, rational and fublime -
which can be well conceived. g

As to the other hiftorical books of the old
teftament, they all either aflert, or fuppofe the
books of Mofes, and ;Cre only a coritin'.xatior:h of ,

. .- o . e . a‘
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that hiftory begun by him, and carried on
through a little more than a thoufand years.
The different parts of this hiftory were written
fucceffively, on the times. when the events hap-
pened to which they refer, and appeals are
every where made to the public records of the
nation for their veracity. And to confirm all,
a fair and corret edition of all thefe canonical
books was given by Ezra thortly after the Ba-
bylonith captivity; a perfon every way quali-
fied for fo important a tafk, a defcendent of
Aaron by Eliezar, an eminent prieft and ready
fcribe in the law of Mofes, one who bad pre-
pared bis heart to feek the low of the LorD and
todo it, and to teach in lfrael flatutes and judge-
-ments, and a pious and zealous reformer of
religion; as may be feen in the {our laft
chapters of that book which goes by his name.
Unto all which fome add, that he was a prophet,
the fame with Malachi, and the author of that -
book of prophecies which clofes the canon of the
old teftament {criptures ; Malachi being, as they
fuppofe, only an appellative name, importing
the office of Ezra, as being a meffenger of good
tidings to Ifrael. ‘
BesipEs thefe external chara&ers of truth

and divinity which attend the old teftament
fcriptures, there are a number of internal ones -
arifing from the writings themfelves and the
penmen of them, which greatly corroborate
the evidence of their heaven% original, and, to
an honeft, unprejudiced mind, raife it even to a
demontftration. "

- Ws have already proved that Mofes could
not be deceived himfelf in the hiftorical fadls he
_relates, and that it was equally impoffible to im-
pofe the belief of thefe falts upon a numerous

people,
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people, fuppofing them to be falfe or feigned.
But granting this poffible, yet what motives can
we find to juftify Mofes in fuch an enterprize !
Woas it to render his name immortal by glorious
atchievements, and tranfmit his fame, as a
diftinguifhed hero to lateft pofterity ! But how
unlikely was the courfe he took to promote
fuch an end? He abandoned a magnificent:
court where he was loved and carefled ; where
be was, as fome fay, trained up as heir apparent
to the Egyptian crown ; where, by thefelicity of
his natural endowments and acquired accom-.
plithments, he might have diftinguifthed himfelf-
in a very eminent manner, and where he is
alually faid to have acquired great military
renown, by commanding numerous armies,-
and obtaining fignal viGories: All thefe views
of honour and preferment he abandons, and’
puts himfelf at the head of a numerous ban-
Aitti, with a defperate defign to lead them away
from their lawful prince. A ftrange proj
this to acquire a lafting fame, on the fuppofi-
tion that Mofes was a deceiver, led on by a
boundlefs ambition !

Nor could avaricious views influence Mpfes
in fuch a condu@ : For what could he expe&t
from a poor opprefled people, who hardly found
the means of fubfiftence, as an equivalent for
quitting his prefent preferments? How much
more probable is that account of St. Paul, that
through the faith of poffeffing more durable
riches and brighter glories, be refufed to be called
.the fon of Pharaoh’s daughter ; choofing rather to
Juffer affiiction with the peaple of (Gop, than to
enjoy the pleaglre: 9 fn or a {ca on 5 efleeming the
reproach of Gop’s chofen people greater riches, than
she treafures of "Egypt; having refpect unto the

K 3 recompence
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recompence of reward”. Befides, the whole
courfe of his hiftory, fhews him to be at the
remoteft diftance from all mercenary, felfith
views, cci?ferring the moft lucrative poft on hia
brother Aaron, and appointing his fervant
Fofbua to fucceed him in the government, while
_he left his own fons among the common Le-
vites. )

BuT you will fay, he had ambition to be the
founder” of new laws, and the eftablifher of 3
new kingdom ; and therefore, he writes his.
hiftory to aggrandize bimfelf and his nation.
¥f this bad been really his delign, how differently
would he have wrote ? How eafy had it been
for him, by concealing fame falts, and feign-
ing others, to have rendered his own memory,
and that of his nation not only fpotlefs, but
even illuftrious. But fo much is he devoted to,
the fimplicity of truth, that the fmalleft foibles,
the meaneft circymftances of himfelf, his an-
ceflors, relations and patjon are divulged, and
their greateft enormities are neither palliated
nor concealed. Sarab’s and ‘facob’s diffimu-
lation ; the wickedne(s of Fofeph’s brethren ;
the cruelty and perfidy af his father Leyi and
Stmecn towards the Schebemites ; the fervile con-
dition of the Ifraclites in Egypt ; his own mean
employment under Fethro in Midian ; the mur-
muring and feditious temper of his_fifter ;-
giam ; the abominable idolatry of his brother
Aaron, although bigh-prieft ; his own unad-
vifed words and doubtings, and his being de-
barred from entering the holy land upon that’
account ; the continual idolatrics, murmurings,.

3 Heb. xi, 24—27, i
. mutinies



SERMON:IV. 135
mutinies and rebellions of the people whom he
governed, againft the greateft demonftrations
of the divine goodefs ; ‘and the total deftrution
of that generation in the wildernefs, two only
excepted, upon that account, are fuch proofs
of Mofes’s ingenuity, as are not to Be found in
any other hiftorian. Nor is this peculiar to the
books of Msfes, but equally remarkable in the
fucceeding parts of the hiftory of that nation,
The greateft beroes of the nation are all along
ftigmatized with the blackeft of their crimes.
The ingratitude, difobedience and ftupidity of
the people ; their pronenefs to ‘idolatry and
revolt ; their unftedfaftnefs in the covenant of
their ®op ; and, in confequence of this, theis
difgraces, captivities and defeats, are no wheré
concealed, but fet in the ftrongeft light; and
their deliverances are never afcribed to theif
own wifdom or prowefs, but to the intérpofi-
tion of the divine power and goodnefs upon
their repentance. Is it, therefore, at all pro-
bable, that the Fewi/h hiftory, as contained in
the fcriptures, was written to flatter the nation;
or deceive pofterity into a miftaken notion of
their wifdom, -integrity and policy as a people ¥
And is- not the continual veneration of the
Fews in all ages, for fuch a hiftory, which does
them and their anceftors fo fmall an henour,. 4’
violent prefumption of its truth | '
- ‘Fuz matter contained in the books of Mfes
is excellenit in itfelf, and affords a ftrong pre-
fumption that it came from Gon. 'We have'
no where in antiquity any férious ot probable
account of the creation ‘of the world, the for~
mation of man, the origin of moral evil, or
of the unity, purity and infigite perfe&ion of
.t K 4 the



the Drrry, butin the writings of Mofes. His
moral and judicial laws -are incomparably wife
and excellent, and will be had in veneration
till lateft pofterity, while. the laws of Nwma,
Draco, Solon and” Lyeurgus are .almoft wholly.
buried in oblivion. Nay, the ceremonial law.
jtfelf, however burdenfome and expenfive, was
et wifely calculated for the ftate and circums<
iances of the Fews. Its laborious " fervice
was- an excellent means of inuring them to
obedience, and preventing them from medita-
ting idolatrous or rebellious changes. Almoft
all its precepts were levelled againft the Gen-"
tile ufages and fuperftitions, and tended to keep
them feparate from the heathen nations flound
them. It plainly pointed out the MEssIAH to
come ; and the multiplicity, feverity and im-
perfe@ion of its ordinances was a very proper
foil to fet off the freedom and perfeQion of the
ofpel difpenfation which was to fucceed it =
50 that the fweets of gofpel liberty muft needs .
have an additional relith upon the abrogation of
that ceremonial °. : :
THe fpirit in which the books of Mofes are
wrote, affords another notobfcure, internal cha~
raler of their truth and divine original. There
breathes through the whole 2 warm, mafculine
and rational piety towards Gop, and the moft
affectionate, pasernal concern for the happinefs
of his people, that ever was manifefted by any
commander. . The evident fcope of the whole
is to celcbrate the power, wifdom aud provi-
dential goodnefs of Gop, and to humble the
ptide of man; to paint virtue in the lovelieft

- © See A&s xv. 10, 29. Gal;v. 1o iii. 19, 2¢.
ol colours,
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colours, and to brand vice with the blackeft
charalers. And as there is an unity of de-
fign, a purity of morals, and an harmony of
fentiments running through the whole, fo this
excellent matter is clothed. with a majefty and
propriety of di¢tion which is truly admirable.
Had Mofes been a fiitious writer, how natue
ral and how eafy had it been for him to have
filled up the firft part of his hiftory with mar-
vellous relations about thecreation? With what
pomp of language, with what wafte of rhetoric
«could he probably have embellifhed that furpriz-
ing fcene? With what a grand apparatus of ce-
Jeftial machinery might he have made the omni-
potent archite& come forth to build an univerfe ?
- How many fub-agents and fubalterns would
a fabulous poet or hiftorian have employed in
this ftupendous and multifarious work? With
what folemnity would every part have been
gone about, and with how many epifodes, di-
lg)reﬂions and refle@tions would the ftory have

een filled, in order to give it an air of the
marvellous ! But read the beginning of Genefis,
and obferve how differently Mofes writes. No
fcope is given to fancy or invention. All is
narrated with an eafe, plainnefs and fimplicity
which plainly thews, that he kept clofe to truth,
and laid down the falts juft asthey were pre-
fented to his mind ; a manner of writing rarely,
if at all, to be found in any other hiftorians,
but fuch as had the honour of being the
amanuenfes of the sPIRIT of truth.

Nor™ are thefe internal chara&ers of can-
dour, fimplicity and truth peculiar to the wri-
tings of Mofes, but confpicuous throughout
all the other canonical books of, the old tefta-
: : . ment,
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ment, which fhews that all the writers of
thefe books, although living in different ages,
and differing in their natural tempers, ge-
niufes and difpofitions, were yet moved and
animated by the fame holy fpirit, and had their
minds all imprefled with the fame views and fen-
timents of moral and divine things*.

- . B ) Tue

* * I canvor help thinking,* that this unity of
defign, fentiments and principles, which is obvious
to every attentive reader throughout the whole canon
of the old teftament fcriptures, affords a more -pow-
erful argument of their truth -and divinity, than is
commonly imagined. There is a period of more
than a thoufand and fifty years between the date of
Mofes’s writings and_thofe of Malachi ; and the in-
tervening penmen of feripture, thefe included, are,
at leaft, rawenty-three in number, moft of which. lived
in different ages, and wrote upon different occafions
and emergencies, and yet what a wonderful har.
mony is there between all thefe writers in the main
principles and fundamentals of the Mo/aic religion?
Choofe out twenty, or half that number, of the
followers of Zewo, Plato, or Arifiotle, who have
wrote in fucceffive ages, and fome of them at the
diltance of a thoufand years after their mafter, and
npon examining their writings and comparing them
with each other, and with thofe of the founder of
their fe&, you will find little elfe but perpetual
wranglings and altercations ; one of them differing
from another, and almoft all- of them varying and
fwerving, more or lefs, from the diftinguithing and
fundamental tenets of their founder ; either difputing'
or controverting his principles, or gloffing them in
different manners, and conftruing them jnto differenb
and contrary fenfes, Now how comes it, that the
difciples of Mofes, I mean the fubfequent infpired-
viriters of the old teftament fcriptures, are at qn;
wit
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, THE only difficulty which remains is,
whether thefe books have been fafely handed
down to us without any material alteration.
But this cannat be reafonably doubted, if we
confider that the greateft care imaginable was
taken to preferve the books of. Mpfes from being:
loft or corrupted. A fair copy of them was
fafely depofited in or near the ark, and ap-
pealed to as a ftandard of other copies. Every
king was obliged to write out a copy with his
own hand. Not only the priefts, but alfo the
elders and heads of the tribes were obliged to
have each a copy. The laws were conitantly
read and explained before the peoplet, and
inttilled into the tender minds of their children,

with their founder and among themfelves, while the
difciples of Plato vary fo much from him, and from
each other ? I confefs, I caonot imagine any other
reafon. than this, namely, that Mojes and his followers
were animated and infpired with one and the fame
fpirit of truth and concord ; whereas the Platonic
philofophers had no fuch bond of union, and wrote
under no fuch guidance and dire&ion, but followed
each the natural impulfe of their own minds.

.t I is a difputed point among the learned, at
what time the fynagogue worfhip was fet up among
the Jews, fome fay, from the times of Mo/es ; others
during the Babylonith captivity, and others fhortly
after ﬁzeir return to Jerufalem, and by the appoint-
ment of Ezra. It is certain, upon the whole, "that
the inftitution-of the fynagogue worfhip has been of
fong ftanding among the Jews, A&s xv.2:. And it
is as certain, that the reading and explaining of the
feriptares to all the people, was the principal and
eﬂ'cmi;l gart of the fynagogue worfhip. Prid, Con.

. l' L e
F . with
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with the greateft care and diligence?. Indeed
the whole drift of Mpbfes’s direQions in this
particular, and a variety of other injun&ions
fcattered up and down through the old tefta-
ment fcriptures, neceflarily fuppofe that it was
the duty of every Ifraclite to have a copy of
the facred writings in his pofleffion, that he-
might make them the matter of his conftant:
ftudy and meditation, both for the regulation.
of his own condu&, and the dire&ion of all
fuch who might be any way under his care and’
influence. : , '

Navy, focurious were the Fews of this facred
depofitum, after their return from the Baby-
Jonith captivity, and fo careful to preferve it:
uncorrupted and entire, that, fhortly after
Ezra’s time, they appointed a profeflion of
men, called Maforites, whofe whole bufinefs’
and ftudy it was to examine and criticife upon
the true orthography of the canonical books of
fcripture, to determine, preferve and hand
down to pofterity, the true reading and pro-
nunciation of the Hebrew, which was now no
longer the vulgar language of the §ews, by af-
fixing to it proper accents and vowel points.
And to fuch a length did their care and fcru-
pulofity run in this matter, thatthey numbered
the verfes, words and letters of every book in the
Hebrew bible, and marked out which was the
middle verfe, word and letter in each ; fo that by
this means, it became morally impoffible that
even a jot or tittle of the law, as our faviour
terms it, could be loft or corrupted after the
Mafforah was compleated. . .

? See Dent. vi. 6—9. xi. 18—2z1. :
' TuexE
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.. THERE are but two periods of the Jewith
church, in which there can be the leaft fuf-
picion of the lofs or corruption of thefe facred
writings.  Firft, in the wicked reigns of Aa-
noffeb, Ammon, and in the minority of good

gq/iab. Or, fecondly,, during the time of the -

abylonifh captivity, when the city and temple
of Ferufalem were deftroyed, and the Fews
carried captive into the kingdom of Affyria,
where they continued, fome of them feventy,
others forty-eight years in exile from their own
land, and the moft effential a&s of their public
worfhip. But there is abundant reafon to be-
lieve, that no fuch thing happened at either of
thefe times. For,

ift. IT is evident from the hiftory itfelfs,

that Hilkiah, in the eighteenth year of Fefiah’s

reign, found Mofes’s original copy of the law
in the temple, which might be eafily known
and diftinguithed from all counterfeits by its
form, antiquity and the peculiarigg of the cha-
ra&er in which it was wrote; and we may be
.very gertain that fuch pious and zealous re-
formers as ofab and Hilkiah would foon dif-
perfe genuine copies of it through the whole
kingdom. So that we have no reafon to bg~
lieve that the book of Aufes were either loft,
or adulterated at that time *.

adly.

9 2 Kings xxii. 2 Chron. xxxiv.

¢ It is indeed fufficiently evident by the furpeize
which both §offab and Hiltiah, the prick, exprefled
upon finding the book of the law, that neither of them
bad feen any copy of it before. And this may be
well accounred for, if we confider the two extremely
eorrupt reigns which preceded ¢ which, -including the
cighteen years of Jofab's reign elapfed before this
’ difcovery,
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2dly. Nor have we any greater reafon to
believe that thefe books were loft or altered,
during

difcovery, endured for feventy-five years, During all
this while the law and worthip of the true Gop were
firange things at Ferufglem, and idolatry, tyranny and
oppreflion fucceeded in their place and were the only
things in fathion at court. We are not therefore t6
wonder at the fcarcity of bibles at that time among
the nobility and gentry of Feru/alem, who had no
doubt paid their court to their rulers by a contempt
and difrelifh of all true religion, and given themfelves
who'ly over to idolatry and forcery ; nor at the no-
velty of that original copy of the law, accidentally
difcovered in the temple by Hilkiah, where it had
been probably hid by fome pious prieft in the former
reigns. But it may be well fuppofed, that, at that

* very time, there were many copies of the law in the
hands of private .perfons, who dared not probably
avow or publith them, either for fear of lofing fo
precious a treafure, or of incurring the difpleafure of
their idolatrous’ rulers ; feeing, that even in the beft
governments, it is always a dangerous, or, at leaft,
a difgraceful thing to profefs a veneration for any
thing which differs from the religion in vogue at
court. And this may be the true reafon why any
private petfons, who might have fuch copies in their
hands, might not be willing to make them public.
See an inftance fomewhat parallel to this, or which
may,. at leaft, fupport this reafoning, 1 Kings xix.
10—18.

Ir it be objeted, that the thirty-two laft years of
Manaffeh’s reign were fpent in penitency and a 're-
formation of thofe corruptions in religion, which
had been. introduced in the beginning of his reign,
and that of Fefah. from his firlt advancement to the
throne, expreiled the moft fervent zeal, and the moft
hearty defirc for a public ‘and general reformation of

rdigion‘,
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during the timie of the captivity, The Baby-
lonith captivity was no ftrange or unexpected
event

religion, and therefore, that thefe two good princes
would certainly take all due care to recever the fcrip-
tares, if it had been a poflible thing, which would
have proved the beft help and moft perfect model of
that general reformation they had fo much at heart
-and confequently; that their not fucceeding was a
plain proof that no fuch copies of the law were then
to be found in Judabh or Jerufalem, except that
which was afterwards accidentally difcovered in the
temple. I anfwer, although it is evident that Ma-
nafféh became a very fincere penitent after his return
from Babylon, yet by what appears in the memoirs of
his life now extant, z Chron. xxxiii. 11—25. It
feems that the reformation he made in religion was
very partial and defe@ive, confifting only in the de-
molition of fome monuments of idolatry which he
himfelf had ere@ed, in repairing the altar of the
lord, and reftoring the public facrifices, and in ge~
neral exhortations to his people to ferve the true
Gon, in oppofition to idols. 'But as to any more,
circumfiantial and exa& reformation of worthip upon
the plan of the Mofaic ritnal, we do not hear that he
attempted it, or took any effetual meafures to reco-
ver the Mofaic writings for this purpofe. And as to .
the beginning of good Fofiab’s reign, it feems pro-
bable, that the fcriptures had been, at that tme,
fo long id difufe at court, and that thofe about him
had fuch a faint and obfcure idea of their contents,
and of their utility in the bufinels of a general re-
formation, as made them lefs jealous than they fhounld
have been in fearching after them, and more fur-
prized than otherwife they would have been upon
finding them and examining their contents. But be
thefe things as they will, it is fufficient to our prefen®
purpofe that the original copy of Mofes was at
that
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event to the Fews : The true prophets of Gop
were continually alarming them with fepeated
warnings of its approach, for above two hun-
dred years before it happened. And as they
were aflured in general of . the defolations which
were coming upon Judea and Ferufalem, be-
caufe of their rebellions and idolatries ; fo they
were told in particular, that Babyln fhould be
the place of their captivity ; that they fhould
continue there exiles for the fpace of feventy
years; and that, at the expiration of that time,
they fhould be reftored again to their ancient
land and liberties ; and Cyrus the Perfian, the
celebrated reftorer of the ews, was mentioned
by name an bundred and fifty years before he was
born. Nor were thefe revolutions predited in
an obfcure and enigmatical manner, but in the
plaineft terms, and by a number of prophets*.
And now, can it be fuppofed, that the Fews,
who knew the reafon why Gop had delwered
them up into the hands of their enemies, and
were affured of a releafe and reftoration at
the expiration of feventy years from the firlt
carrying away by Ncbuchadnezzar, and of fifiy-.
#wo from the utter deftruétion of their temple ;
I fay, is it be fuppofed that thefe Fews would

that time found, and that, by the care and zeal of
fo pious a prince as Jofab, it did not lye long as a
hidden treafure, or a private property, but was
quickly trarfcribed and difperfed for the publi benefit
of his people.

r See If. xliv. 24—-28. xlv. 1—g, xxix. §—8.
Jerem. xxv. 1—14. xxix. 5—14, Hof. iii. 4» §. and.
a multitcd¢ of other places,

' utterly
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utterly lofe their language, laws and religiony
Efpecially when they had two eminent prophets
with them in DBabylon, and a multitude of
priefts, Levites, and other officers of the tem-
ple, who expe&ted that their families would
again be reinftated into their facred offices at
their return from Babylon? Nay, fo far was it
otherwife, that many of the priefts, Levites,
Nethinims, porters and fingers had carefully
preferved their genealogies, in profpect of their
being again admitted to their offices, and none
but fuch were in fact admitted®.

No fooner were Zerubbabel and ¥e/bua arrived
at Ferufalem with the firft divifion of the exiles,
which werée reftored by the favour of Cyrus's
decree, but we find them fetting up the Mofaic
inftitution of worfhip, building an altar, offerin
burnt offerings, obferving the new moons and aﬁ
the fet feafts of the Lorp, fixing the courfes,
offices, and habiliments of the priefts, Levites,
and fingers, and keeping the feaft of taberna-
cles, and all thefe are exprefly faid to be or-
dered according to the ancient cuflom, as it is
written in the law of Mofes, the man of Gob,

and according to the ordinance of David king of

Ifraelt ; which is a manifeft proof that they had
then in their hands the books of Mofes, and
the firft book of Chronicles; where thefe laws
and ordinances were recorded.

a

THAaT the law of Mofes and the book of

Feremiab were in the hands of the captives in
Babylon, is alfo evident from Daniel’s excellent
prayer, where he tells us, that i the first year of
the reign of Darius the Mede, he underflood. by

s Ezraii. g9g—62.  tSeeEzraiii. z—10. vi. 18,

VouL. I. L “ . books
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books the number of the years, wheresf the word zf
the LoRD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he
would accom, lifb feventy years in the defolations of
Jerufalem. And he obferves, that this curfe
and defolation came upon them for departing
from Gop, and difobeying the voice of his
prophets, as was foretold and threatened in the
low of Mofes, the man of Gop®.

"~ Ir is faid, Ezra iii. 12. that many of the
priefts and Levites and chief of the fathers,
who were ancient men that had feen the fir/?
temple, wept with a loud voice when they faw
the foundations of this fecond temple laid, being
deeply affeCted with the great difparity which
was like to be between thefe two temples in
many refpeéts, efpecially with regard to the
many internal marks of the divine prefence and
glory, which attended and beautified the firft
temple. Now, fuppofing many of thefe men
to be feventy or eighty years of age, and it is
probable that many might be older, they muft
hiave been twenty or thirty at the demolition of
the firft temple; and can it be thought,
that thcfe men, efpecially fuch of them as
were of the facerdotal order, would, in the
courfe of about fifty years, have utterly forgot
their language, loft the remembrance of the
peculiar duties of their office, or negle&ted to
preferve thofe holy books, which were to be
their peculiar ftudy, and from which they were

u 8ee Dan. ix. 2, 11, 13, compared with Jerem,
XXV, I2. xxiX. 10.and Lev. xxvi. 14, &c. Deut,
xviii. 15, &c, xxix. 20, &c. XxXX. 17, xxxii. 1g,
&c. Lev, xxvi. 14. Deut, xxviii, 15, .

folemnly
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folemnly bound to teach the people knowledge ?
It cannot be imagined.

THAT thefe books were not loft or corrupted
during the captivity appears farther from Ezra’s
diffolving the marriages contraéted between thé
children of I/raeland heathen ftrangers. The
precepts againft marrying with the beathen were
violated by multitudes, riot only of the com-
mon people, but even of the princes, rulers
and priefts, and Ezra’s putting thefe laws in
execution againft them, was touching them in
a very ténder and fenfible part, wherein thé
honour and intereft of their families, and the
affeGion of their wives was nearly concerned.
Here are one bundred and fourteen perfons, of
whom many were priefts and princes of the
people, fubmitting themfelves to a violent fe-
paration from their wives, and tolerating their .
.very names to be recorded as tranfgrefiors, for
inftru@ion ‘and warning to pofterity, and
all this upon the authority of certain laws of
Gop delivered by Mofes¥, which laws, had
they not then exifted, with good and fufficient
evidences of their authenticity, certainly this
prohibition of £zra’s would never have been
fubmitted to by fuch a number of men, in fo
delicate and interefting a point.

TrE Fews during their captivity, being dif-

tfed throughiout Babylon and Chaldea, would
f: a great meafure, lofe their own language
- and adopt that of their conquerors, through
the neceflity of theit conftant dealings and
converfation with themi ; efpecially the young

¥ See Ezra ix. 16—12. and x, compared with
Exod. xxili. 32, Deut. vii. 3.

La , and
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and rifing generation, who were carried cap-
tive in a ftate of childhood, or born in-
captivity. And that this was really the tafe,
is evident from this, that when FEzra read
the law of Gop in the Hebrew language,
before the congregation of the reftored exﬂ%s,
he found it neceffary to employ a number of the
moft learned Fews of the lZevitical order, to
give the fenfe, and caufe them to underfland the
reading* 5 1. e. not only to explain the fenfeand
fpirit of the laws, but to render them fentence
after fentence in the Chaldee language which
was then beft underftood by the common peo-
ple. And hence they found it neceflary from
that time to ufe targums, or Chaldee para~
phrafes, or wverfions of the law in their fymagogues,
the Hebrew language being then in a great
meafure unintelligible by the common people.
But although the Hebrew ceafed to be the
vulgar language of the Fews after the captivity,
yet it was ftill had in the utmoft veneration
among them, and was carefully ftudied and
well underftood by their learned men. Ezekiel
wrote his prophefies in Hebrew during the cap-
tivity, and fo did Daniel a good part of his;
and, excepting part of the book of Ezra, all
the canonical fcripture that was written after
the captivity, was written in Hebrew.

But however, the Fews might adopt the
language of their conquerors, it is certain they
never adopted their cuftoms, laws or religion,
but ftill preferved their own, with a firmer
zeal and more rigid attachment than ever,
The captivity and defolation of their nation,

* Neh. viii, 1—~g,
) which
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which they canfidered as a punifhment for their
manifold revolts, idolatries and deviation< from
their law, inftcad of diminithing, greatly en-
creafed their veneration for it. Infomuch, that
from that time down to the time of CHRIsT,
they took a moft fcrupulous care of thofe ca-
nonic:l bo ks, in part collected. and revifed by
Ezra, and about ong bundred and fixty years
afterwards compleated by Simon the juft . .

Navy, fo far were they from adopting the
religion of Chaldea, that they were never
chargeable with idolatry of any kind after the
time of, Ezra, which has been afcribed, not
without reafon, to two caufes. 1ft. The fe-
vere punithment they fuffered for their idolatries
in the Babylonifb captivity ; and, fecondly, the
conftant reading and exp{aining of the law and
prophets to them in their (ynagogues from the
expiration of that captivity till the time of
Chrift and downwards. By this means, their
ears were fo familiarized with that law of Gop
which forbid idolatry upon the fevereft penal-
ties, and the abfurd and ridiculous light in
which the prophets had placed it, together with
the dreadful denunciations of the divine wrath
pronounced by them againft it, and all thefe
fo remarkably verified and accomplifhed in the
Babylonifb- captivity, and the many other public
and national judgements which had fell upon
. them, in confequence of their repeated idola-
tries and revolts; that for the future, they
were effeCtually taught wildom in this parti-
cular, And the multitude of copies of the

7 See 2 Maccab. 1, 2, and 7th chapters. Jof, An-
tiq, lib, 12. cap. 7. '
ks by

\
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holy feriptures which were neceffiry to fupply
the numberlefs fynagogues in Fudea and elfe-
where, together with the care of the fcribes and
Maforites to preierve them . pure and. correct,
rendered it a thing next to impoffible that thefe
feriptures fhould be loft, or materially altered,
from the times of Ezra and Simon the jufi, till the
time of CurisT: From which time down to.
the prefent, the Fews and Cbhriffians, both
holding thefe fcriptures facred, and both ufing
them jn the offices of their public. worfhip,
have been a fufficient guyard upon each other
that thefe writings fhould fuffer no material
alteration. So that we have all reafon poflible
to believe that the fcriptures of the old tefta-
ment have come down to our hands, with all
that purity and integrity which is efentially
neceffary to a divine revelation ; and that what-
ever lefler errors may have crept intq the text,
yet they are fuch as do not at all affeét the faith
or praltice either of Fews or Ghriftians.
" AND indeed, if we will allow what, I
hope, has already been made fufficiently evi-
dent, that the old teftament fcriptures bear
the genuine external and-internal charalers of
a revelation coming from Gobp; that they
were Aéﬁgned to inftruct the Fews in juft and
worthy notions about the unity, fpiritual na-
ture, and infinite perfeétibn of the SUPREME
BEING, to dire¢t them in the proper and ac-
. ceptable method of ferving and obeying him,
and to elevate and prepare their minds for the
more pure, fpiritual and univerfal difpenfation
of the gofpel ftate, or the MEssian’s king-
dom ; this alone will ferve inftead of a thou=
fand zpsuments, to aflure us, that the divine
: o providente
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providence was in a very particular manner
engaged and -concerned to preferve fuch a re-
velation pure and entire, for anfwering the
great defigns of its original donation.

SAINT PAuL reckons it one of the higheft
privileges and greateft advaniages of the Fews,
that unto them were committed the oracles of
Gopz And from what has been faid, it ap-
pears, that they have been very faithful to their
truft in preferving this facred depofitum. And
indeed, had they been otherwife, it is ftrange that
CHRisT fhould never reprove them for it, as he
did moft frequently and liberally for their other
neglects and abufes. And yet he is fo far
from blaming them in this particular, that HE
and his apo/tles appeal to thefe facred writings,
‘and quote them upon all occafions as the ge<
nuine and undoubted osracles of Gop, and that
facred treafure of divine truth, in which were
contained the words of eternal life, and which
were able to make them wife unto falvation®.
Which plainly fhews us, that they were under
no manner of doubt, either about the infpiration.
or authenticity of the old teftament fcriptures,
and which is indeed the highefk and moft infalli=
ble evidence we have of their divine original.

THus bave I laid before you 2 number of
arguments tending to prove the divine com-
miffion of Mofes, the truth and divine original
of the old teftament fcriptures, and their pre-
fervation in all neceffary purity and integrity
down to the prefent times.

THE improvement of this and the foregoing
difcourfes, muft be referved for another occafion,.

= Rom, iii. 1, 2. Joh. v. 39. 2 Tim. iii 15,

L4
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The excellency of the old teftament fcrip-
tures, and their fubferviency to the
Chriftian religion.

Joun v. 39.
Search the friptures,

AM now to make fome improvement of
the foregoing difcourfes in vindication of
1evealed religion, and fhall therefore proceed,
ift. To fhew the excellency of the holy
fcriptures, as a motive to the duty here en-
joined of fearching and ftudying them.
" 2dly. I suaLL fhew the right which all
- ranks and orders of Chriftians have to read and
fearch the fcriptures in their mother tongue,
and their obligations to this duty.
3dly. I sHALL fhew that temper and difpo-
fition of mind, with which thefe holy writings
thould be fearched and read. And,
' - 4thly
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4thly. I sHALL make fome immediate ap-
plication of the fubje&, to perfons of different
charaers.

Ift. TueN I am to fhew the excellency of
the holy fcriptures, as a motive to the duty
here enjoined of fearching and ftudying them.

AND here, although 1 have already in fome
meafure, evinced the intrinfic excellency of
the bholy fcriptures, as a prefumptive evidence
of their divine original, I fhall fomewhat far-
ther infift on the fame argument, as a motive
to our careful and diligent ftudy of them,
And, for the fake of order and perfpicuity, I
thall firft make fome general obfervations on
the fcriptures of the old teftament, and, fe-
condly, on thofe of the new.

First, I am to make fome general obfer-
vations on the excellency and ufefulnefs of the
old teftament fcriptures.

It is well known to the learned that there is

* an ambiguity in the word sewale, here tran-
flated fearch, which may be either rendered
indicatively, as an aflertion, you do fearch the
Jeriptures ; or imperatively, by way of com-
mand, as in our common tranflation, fearch the
Jferiptures. In both thefe poffible tranflations,
the fenfe is much the fame. If the latter is to
be prefcrred, it contains a dire& command of
our Saviour to the Jewifh fanhedrim, to whom
he moft probably addreflcs himfelf upon the
prefent occafion, to fearch and ftudy the fcrip-~
tures of the old teftament, which, as we have
before obferved, were the only infpired fcrip-
tures then extant. If any prefer the former
tranflation, it contains a declaration that this

: was

.
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was then the common pratice of the Fews,
and a tacit approbation of their condué. q.
d. You do indeed fearch the fcriptures, be-
. caufe you apprehend. that in them you have
the words of eternal life, and in this you da
well, for thefe are the very writings which
teftify of me, and which, if impartially ftudied
and rightly undeiftood, would fix your regards
upon me, as the promifed VIEssiaH. So that,
however the paflage is rendered, it plainly im-
plies two very impo: tant truths; fir/?, that the old
- teftament fcriptures not only contain certain
and infallible characters of the promifed Mef-
fiah, whereby he might be eafily known when
he made his appearance in the world, by every
diligent and unprejudiced enquirer; but alfo
that they contained every other do&rine which
was eflentially neceflury to their falvation, for
in them the Fews had the words of eternal
life, and they bore an efpecial teftimony to
Chrift; and, feccndly, that it was the duty of all
orders and degrees of men among the Fews ta
fearch aid ftudy thefe fcriptures, as pointing
out the Mefliah, and containing the doétrines
of eternal life. ‘

AT that time, in particular, when the Fews
were fo impatient of the Roman yoke, and
and breathed fo ardently after that political
liberty, which they fuppofed the Meffiah would
bring them, we may well imagine that they
fearched the fcriptures with a more than ordi-
nary attention, in order to difcover the figns of
his apprcach.  And it was probably in order to
excite their folicitude, diligence and impar-
tiality in this fearch, that our faviour gave
them this command in our text : Although it is

tog
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too evident by the confequences, that prejudice
and partiality rendered fuch a fearch, as to the
generality of them, fruitlefs; their minds be-
ing fo .prepoflefled with the expeQations of a
temporal deliverance by their Mefliah, and
temporal grandeur under his reign, as to ren-
der them wholly unobfervant of his true cha-
radter and defign, fo that they miftook and
rejefted that very perfon who had been the
objet of their moft diligent fearch and earneft
expetations. ‘Their fatal prejudices blinded
their minds and hardened their hearts againft
the holy one and the juft. He appeared defti~
tute of that external pomp and prowefs which
they had falfely preconceived as eflential to
their Mefliah, and therefore had no form or
comeline[s to recommend him to their carnal
regards, and fo was defpifed and rejected of men?®,
Strange infatuation this! And a melancholy
proof that the Fews, at the time of our Sa-
viour’s appearance among them, had almoft
entirely loft the fpirit of truereligion, and were
incapable of conceiving any deliverance more
important than one from the Roman yoke !

But whatever fpecial call the Fews might
have, at that time, to make a diligent refearch
into their facred records, yetI hope to make it
appear, by the following obfervations, that
thefe lively oracles have fuch an intimate con-
neétion with our moft holy faith, and fo direct
an influence on our Chriftian pradtice, as will
always render it our duty and intereft to make
them the obje&t of our conftant fearch and
fludy,. =~ - o

2 If, lii, 2, 3, A
. AND
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AND this I fhall the more willingly attempt,
as there are not a few profefled Chriftians, who,
although thefe ancient and'venerable writings
are bound under the fame covers with our new
teftaments, and come reco-nmended to us as a
part of the tame caron, and an effential part of the
rule of our faith apd manners, yet treat them
with an unwarrantable degree of difregard and
negle&t, and feldom read or ftudy them with
that reverence and attention, which their ex«
cellency and ufcfulnefs feem to demand. The
general excufe for this faulty negle&, is founded
on a falfe, or, atleft, an cquivocal maxim, viz.
¢ T hat the new teftament contains the reli-
< gion of Chriftians, and that we have little
¢ concern with any thing elfe than the gof-
¢ pel ;” which fuch perfons ignorantly fuppofe
is confined to the new teftament exclufively.
Thus they feem practically to give up the o{d
teflament as the religion of the Fews, and
‘confine themf lves t» the new teftament as the
religion of Chriffians ; not confidering, that
thofe two religions are eflentially and fubftan-
tially one and the fame, only differing in out-
ward modes of adminiftration and degrees of

- perfedtion, and that thefe two teftaments are
only two grand parts of one beautiful and mag-
nificent ‘whole, refleting mutval light and
perfpicuity upon each other. So that one can
hardly be an intelligent Chriftian, without
poflefling all the valuable knowledge of a Few 3
and one can fcarcely be a well inftructed and
unprejudiced Few, without being difpofed to.
embrace Chriftianiry.

BuTt to come to the point in hand. ‘The
fcriptures of the old teftament do abundantly

' recomimend
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recommend themfelve to our diligent fearch and
perufal, by the excellency and impurtance of
the matters therein revealed, and the direét ten-
dency which they have to our confirmation
‘both in faith and holinefs.

 TRE origin of the univerfe, and the manner in
which moral evil was introduced into our lower
world, are two queftions of great importance ;
nor are they mere eurious and empty fpecula-
tions, but according as they are determined,
muft have a vaft influence upon the whole of
our religion; and accordingly, we find that
they have exercifed the moft philofophical and
inquifitive geniufes of all ages.

IF we confult the ancient philofophers, and
indeed fome who are pretty modern, for a fo-
" lution of thefe queftions, we fh.ll meet with
.abundance of odd, abfurd, childifh and contra-
di¢tory notions and conjectures, with very
little which can fatisfy a rational enquirer after
truth, o

As to the firft, namely, the origin of the
univerfe, Ariflotle, and before him Ocellus Lu-
canus, rejeCling the general report of tradition
in favour of the world’s creation, opened a new
career for themfelves and difciples, by afferting
the eternity of the world, in the fame manner
in which it -now exifts. This opinion, which
was founded on a maxim extremely falfe, when -
applied to omnipotence, namely, ¢ that creation
¢ is impoffible ; or, that out of nothing, no-
¢ thing can be produced,” is loaded with ab-
furdities. It fuppofes two eternal, felf-exiftent,
independent beings, namely, Gop and matter,
and therefore leads diretly to atheifm. It fup-
pofes an eternal chain of effets without any

g - ‘ firt
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firft link; an eternal fuccefion of days and
nights, feafons and generations, withaoiit any
beginning, which is a contradiétion in terms.
It is contradiGted by a number of phenomena in
the natural amd focial world, by the late date
of our earlieft hiftory, the late rife and fmall
progrefs of arts and {ciences, the imperfe& po-
pulation of our earth, the late difcoveries of
new uninhabited, or thinly inhabited coun-
tries, &9¢c. &¢c. In fhort,” the whole face of
things demonftrates that our world has not
been eternal, and that this abfurd and ridiculous
tenet is the opprobrium of the peripatetic phi-
lofophy. '

THE floics alfo agree with the peripatetics irt
the eternity of matter, though they afcribe the
formation of the world to Gob.

THEe modern Platonifis hold the eternity of
the world, as a neceffary emanation from the
goodnefs of Gop, as the rays oflight ne-
ceflarily proceed from the fun; which is, ir
fatt, to make Gop a neceffary agent, and to
rob him of that glory and perfe€tion which
refults from the wife and free determinations of
his will., For, if the exiftence of the univerfe
is the neceflary effe& of the divine goodnefs,
then his wifdom and benevolence are entirely
out of the queftion, and his creatures owe hint
no thanks nor praife for that being and happi-
nefs, which he could not poflibly have with«
held from them, their creation being a ne-
ceflary effet, and not a voluntary a&t of-his
goodnefs.

THE fyflem of Epicurus is ftill more abfurd
and whimfical, if poflible, than any of the
foregoing ; for he not only afferts the eternity of

. matter,
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matter, but afcribes the formation of the world
to a certain fortuitous concourfe of fmall par-
ticles of matter, . which he terms atoms, danc-
ing about in an infinite fpace, without any
efficient, intelligent caufe, to dire&t their mo-

tions; which, it feems, in procefs of time,
formed that beautiful and regular fyftem of
thipgs, now called the univerfe. And, when
he comes to the formation of man, upon this

hypothefis, without a deity, his opinion is fo odd
and childith that it extorts both pity and fcorn
from the fenfible reader. For Cenforinus tells
us, it was the opinion of Epicurus, ¢ that cer-

¢¢ tain wombs were formed and nourithed in
¢ the mud, which at length brought forth

¢ children, who were afterwards nourifhed

¢ with a kind of juice proceeding from the
¢ earth which refembled milk, until they ar-

“¢¢ rived to maturity.,” Sych is the opinion of
Epicurus concerning the origin of the univerfe
and of man, which to exhibit, is fufficiently to
confute.

. THE Cartefian bypothefis of the formation of
the world, by the mere mechanical laws of
matter and motion, although perplexed and
improbable enough, is not, however, loaded
with fo many abfurdities as the others. For
although it may be perhaps allowed, that Des
Cartss afcribed more to the powers of matter,
than can be well confiftent with the univerfal .
providence of G:p; yet, as he fuppofed mat-
ter itfelf to be the produétion of infinite power,
and that the deity gave thofe laws and that
motion to it, which produced thefe elements
and vortices by which he fuppofes all bodies to
be formed ; perhaps his bypothefis, romantic as
\ it
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it is, may not be thought entirely incompatible
with the Mofaic account of the creation.

From this brief review "of the various
opinions which the reafon of man, unaffifted
by revelation, has framed concerning the origin
of the univerfe, we may clearly fee what {mall
hope an inquifitive mind can entertain of re-
ceiving any fatisfaltion from mere unafifted
reafon, in this important matter, And yet an
important matter it muft be confefled to be, if
we confider how much the power, wifdom and
goodnefs of the deity will fuffer in our efteem,
and confequently, how much the motives of
our truft, veneration, worfhip and obedience of
him will be weakened, if, influenced by thefe
bypothefes, we deny him the prerogatives of
creating, preferving and governing the world,
Infomuch, that it were ealy to fhew, thateach
of thefe opinions has an unfavourable afpeét on
all religion, and that fome of them entirely
fubvert its very foundations ! For what religious
obligations can we be under to a being, whom
we fuppofe to have no hand in forming this ma-
terial world in which we live, or thefe bodies
and fpirits: which conftitute our being; who
makes no provifion for us, and has no regard
to our altions; who leads an Epicurean life in
the third heavens, without, in the leaft inter-
meddling himfelf in the affairs of our lower
world? Or-to a being, who produced the
the worlds from all eternity by a mere neceflity
of nature, without any free determination, or
wile and benevolent defign, and who governs
all things by the neceflary laws of aftoical and
invarialle fatality? What veneratiori, what
love, what gratitude, what chearful religious

obedience
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obedience could rational creatures exercife to-
wards fucha God as this, if indeed he wereaGod ?

How much more rational and fatisfaltory is
that account given by Mbfes of the origin of

things, in the exordium of his facred hiftory ?

In the beginning GobD created the beaven and the
earth. GoD created man in bis own image;
male and female created he them. HE formed mon
of the duft of the ground, and breathed into bis
nofbrils the breath of life ; and man became a living
Jouly Gen. i. 27.—i1. 7. How happy is it for
plain Chriftians that they have fuch an autho-
rity as this to appeal to, for the decifion of fo
important a queftion? That by a few plain
words they are delivered from the fenfelefs jar-
gon and endlefs contradiétions and perplexities
of avain philofophy, and that they have their
doubts removed and their faith fixed and fettled

in a point which has fo powerful an influence -

on the whole of their religious conduét. And
as to the _ :

2d PoinNT, namely, the introdu&ion of mo-
ral evil into our lower world, it is not only
a queftion of curious fpeculation, but of great
importance to religion; and indeed, I know
not whether the very being of all religion among
men, may not, in a great meafure, depend

-upon the right folution of it. Accordingly,.

we find that it has been one of the grand en-
quiries among all nations, from earlieft anti-
quity, how it has come to pafs that man is fo
corrupt, fo depraved, fo perverfe, fo- prone to
purfue the things which his reafon and con-
fcience difapprove, fo difinclined to a life of rea-
fon and virtue, in which, however, it plainly ap-
pears, that the happinefs both of individuals
and focieties can be only, and moft effectually

Vour. I. M promoted ?
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promoted ! How it has come to pafs, that the
principle of reafon, which' has been allowed
by all te be the leading, governing and dire&tive
power of the foul, fhould be fo fhamefully
baffled, fubjugated and enflaved by the paffions
and other inferior powers and appetites of our
pature! How it has come to pafs, that vice,
or a courfe of living contrary to nature and:
reafon, is much more prevalent among men,
than virtue, or a courfe of life agreeable to nature
and reafon ! In a word, how it comes pafs, that .
there is more of moral evil than of moral good
among men ; and that, while all the inferior crea-
tures feem to live agreeable to their refpéctive na-
tures, and to obtain that perfetion and happinefs
allotted them, man, who is confeffedly the lord
of all, fhould feem to come fo far fhort of his ;
yea, fhould, in many cafes, be a profeffed eriemy
to his own perfe@ion and happinefs, and not only
to his own, but alfo to that of his fellow creatures,
acting in dire& contradition to his own happi-
nefs and that of fociety ? 'And although this difor-
dered and depraved ftate of human nature was
vifible to all, yet nothing fo much puzzled and
confounded the moft acute and fagacious of
of the heathen fophifts, as to give any plau-
fible account of its origin and introduion into
the world. So that, as in-all other things, of
which human reafon is net a competent judge,
we find the wifemen and difputers of this world
ftumbling into the groffeft abfurdities, and the
moft contradi®ory opinions, about the origin
of moral evil.

'FHE moft ancient heathen lawgivers and
philofophers obferving this unaccountable mix-
ture of moral and phyfical good and evil in the
world, and not being willing to afcribe the

4 . caufality
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caufality of evil to the good Gop, hence argued,
that there muft néeds be two firft principles of
things, the one good, and the other evil ; the one
the author of all good, the othér the author of all
evil: For thus they reafoned, ¢ if every thing
¢ muft nceds have a caufe, and good cannot be
the caufe of evil ; hence it would follow, that
as there was a certain principle which was
the caufe of all good, fo there muft be ano-
¢ ther, which was the caufe of all evil.”
This Plutarch, in his treatife of Ifis and Ofiris,
tell us, was the moft ancient and univerfal
gpinion about the origin of evil, among the

recks, Egyptians, Chaldeans and Perfians. " And

_many are of opinion that Mines, who firft in-
. troduced this abfurd herefy into Chriftianity,
being himfelf a Perfian, borrowed it from the

magi, the philofophers of his country. Now
this opinion, befides the abfurdity of its intro=-
ducing two Gods, or infinite.principles, to the
formation and government of the world, which
implies a contradi¢tion, deftroys at once, all
religion and virtue, and renders it impoffible
that there fhould be either moral good or evil,
reward or punithment in the world: For then
all the evil in the world muft be produced by
the agency of this infinite evil prirciple, and

therefore neceffary and ‘wnavoidable, and there-
fore not moral evil, which fuppofes a degrée of :
liberty in the agent, and a power of refraining
from the evil altion, and doing the contrary,
and therefore, not juftly ‘punifhable. Befides,

if there were two eternal, contrary principles,

the one good, the other evil, equally con-

-cerned in the formation and government of
man; héncé it would follow, that mankind
had two mafters, whom they were equally
‘ M2 bound
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bound to ferve, the one by doing good, the
other by doing evil ; which equally confourids
and deftroys the notions of moral good and
cvil, of virtue and vice. This opinion alfo
deftroys all foundation of hope, truft and con-
fidence in the good being, whofe goodnefs and
power are both neceffarily limited by a ma-
lignant being of equal - power and influence.
So that let us view this opinion in what light
we will, it appears not only felf-contradi&ory,
but alfo terminates in downright atheifm, and
yet this was the opinion which obtained moft
univerfally among thofe ancient fages of the
heathen world, who, havirg loft the true ori-
ginal tradition of the fall of man, were left
merely to the conjeQures of their own reafon
in this important matter.

LeT us now defcend to the later and more
improved ages of philofophy, and fee whether
the Platm'/%:, Pythagereans and Swicks, gave a
better and more rational account of the origin
of moral evil, and whether their methods of
folving this great phenomenon are not loaded
with the fame abfurdities and liable to the fame
exceptions,

.PraTo fpoke fo myftically on the fubje&,
that his true meaning is difficult to be afcer-
tained ;3 fometimes feeming to afcribe the origin
of evil to fome kind of malignity and perverfe
quality inherent in matter, and at other times
to fome kind of aive, felf-mql'i_ng principle,
diftin& from matter, which hg ‘foshetimes calls
a mifchievous foul, and fometimes a neceffity re-
fifing Gop: Which confufion of ideas and
language plainly praves, his own embarrafl-
ment tQ account for it, .in a juft and confiftent

' manaer.
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smanner. For no fufficient reafon can be ima-
gined why he fhould ftudioufly conceal his
opinion in this fundamental principle of mo-
rality, as Plutarch feems to infinuate, provided
he had really been fatisfied in his own mind
about it.

PyTHAGORAS and the floics fpeak little lefs
obfcurely and' problematically on this fubje&.
‘What may be gathered on the whole from their
writings, feems to amount to this, that they
believed evil to be inherent in matter. They
acknowledged but two principles of things,
Gop and matter; and matter not being the
production of Gop, but co-eternal with him
and having this malignity inherent in itfelf,
therefore they believed that Gob, in forming
man, could not change this material out of
which he was formed, and therefore that moral
and phyfical evil proceed neceffarily from the
inherent malignity of that matter out of which
the world was formed.

Now, if we pufh this opinion of evil’s
taking its rife from the malignancy of the
eternal matter, or JAn, of which the world is
fuppofed to be formed ;—I fay, if we pufh this
opinion to its remote confequences, we fhall
find it as deftruftive of all religion, as the
former of two firft principles : For if matter is
eternal and independant upon Gob, then this
malignancy, ‘which is fuppofed to be a quality.
effentially inherent in matter, muft alfo be .
eternal and independant on Gobp; and being
fo, Gop can have no power over it, fo as to
change it, or remove it from matter ; which
opinion abfolutely deftroys his omnipotence !
Befides, if the’ (Zeds of depravity, or mora
ot M3 ey il
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evil, are effentially inherent in that matter out
of which we are formed, then we commit evil
by a fatal neceflity of pature, and therefore,
cannot be juftly accountable or punifhable
for it, which wholly fubverts all the foun-
dations of morality and religion. Thus
we fee how the wifdom of this world was
puzzled and bewildered in accounting for
the origin of moral evil, and how the folutions
which it gave of this important queftion, were
fo far from being rational and fatisfattory,
that they end either in downright nonfenfe or
atheifm, and generally fpeaking, in both.’ ‘
, It muft not indeed be concealed that Sim-
“plicius, Hierocles, Famblichus, and fome others
of the later Platonifis bave fpoke rationally and
{cripturally of the origin of moral evil, af
cribing it in general to its true caufe, namely,
the abu{(.of man’s free will : But then it is no
more thap juftice to obferve alfo, that not one
of the heathens ever entertained this fentiment,
or held this language, till aftér the commence-
ment of the Chriftian @rq, and till the facred
fcriptures, and the writings of the firft Chrif-
tian_fathers, then every’ where common, had
taught them to re&ify the philofophy of Plate
and Pythagoras, and to fpeak in many impor-
tant doftrines," in a manner agreeable to the
oracles of divine truth. We have the tefti-
mony of two Chriftian fathers,” Ferome and
. Eufebius, that the celebrated Ammonius of
Alexandria, was a Chriftian, and it"is fome
.thing more than probahle that thefe juft and
fublime notians about the depravity of tap and
the manner of his recovery, proceeded firft
from his fchool, and were tranfplanted, by his
e e « .7 -+ fcholars,

Poooaoe s
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fcholirs, from the holy fcriptures into the Pla~
tonic philofophy. :
AND now ought it not to be efteemed a great
privilege and blefling by Chriftians, that they
are delivered from thefe erroneous and doubtful
difputations of philofophers, as to the origin of
evil, by plain narrative and matter of fa&, in
a divine revelation? m how many abfurd
{yftems, perplexing bts and ufelefs fpecu-
lations? From how ‘much ignorance, fcepti-
‘cifm and inconfiftent, contradiory jargon in
the fundamentals of religion, have the three
firlt chapters of Genefis alone delivered us?
“Where fhall we find fo probable, fo confiftent,
(not to fay) fo well attefted an account of  the
production of the univerfe, of the creation of
man, and of the manner of his fall and apoftacy
from his maker, as is contained in thefe chap-
ters. We fee mankind, at prefent, very much
depraved®*. We fee the early figns, and cer-
‘ tain

# I know there are fome writers of late, who are
called Chriftians, and fuppoled to be of the clergy,
who feem to infinuate, that mankind are, at prefent,
juft what they were formed originally, by the holy
and gracious creator, without any adventitious ng-
tural depravity or weaknefs. By what authority,
.upon what evidence, or with what defign, fo odd
and fingular a paradox is advanced by Chriftians, I
profefs 1 ath at a lofs to underftand ; feeing the whole
current of revelation feems evideatly to fuppofe man=
kind to be univerfally corrupted and depraved, and
the defign of it, fo far as a plain and impartial
"reader can gather, is to remedy this evil, to reftore
our race to its pritine dignity and innocence, and to
advance it to a flate of perfection and bappinefs, o f
oo "M 4 which
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tain marks of corruption and degeneracy of
nature even.n children, before they are capal:’lef
~ o

which itis wholly deftitate, and for which it is wholly
difqualified at prefent. It was, doubtlefs, of Gon’s
mere goodnefs, that he created fuch a rank of beings
as men at all, and having created them, it was of
his mere goodnefs, that he endued them with fuch
powers and capacities as they. have. He might have
made them much more imperfeét than they are, and
given them much more limited natural powers and
capacities than they have, without any impeachment
to his goodnefs, his juftice, or any other of hisper-
fetions. But now fuppofe man created with juft
fuch natural and moral powers and capacities, as we
find him pofleffed of, and it will be no eafy tafk to
vindicate the wifdom, juftice and goodnefs of Gop,
if we find thele powers and capacities, in their very
firft exertions and operations, {o ftrangely perverted,
and inclining to the wrong fide, which' feems to be
the matter of fa& at prefent. To vindicate the
goodnels of Gob to his creature man, methinks it is
neceffary that Gop fhould be fuppofed to create
him, at leaft, with a liberty of indifference to good
and evil ; otherwife his trial could not be fair, he
would not have an equal chance, but would be ex-
pofed to certain mifery, in and for that courfe of
attion, unto which he had the ftrongeft natural pro-
penfity, But now, ‘!iany impartial obferver of hu-
man nature candidly Weclare, whether this feems to
be the prefent condition of mankind, and” whether
the majority of the fpecies do not appear from their
early infancy, to have the fitrongeft propenfity to
vice; and that, nntwithftanding all ‘the pains which
are employed to counteratt the' workings of corrupt
nature; by a virtuous and Chriftian education. ¢
Ir mankind were born in cpwilibrio, with an equal
propenfion to virtue and vice, is' it'not firange th::
P e A " oo . C ke t
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of being feduced by example, This has not
been the obfervation and complaint of one
' fingle

the generality fhould not take the right turn? Ef
pecially when we confider, that the voice of natural
confcience, the approbation of all the good and vir-
tuous, the peace and tranquillity of a right mind,
the remorfe, uneafinefs and contempt which attend a
wicked life, and the influence of a good education,
are all on the fide of virtue. And yet, is this the
cafe in fa®? Do we not fee the corruption of natare
break over all the mounds and barriers which virtue
and religion have fet before it ? And do we not fee
vice and corruption predominant in the world?
Now, 1ft, either mankind are ftill juft fuch as they
eame from the hands of their maker at firft; and
then the difficalty will be, how to reconcile this with
the fcripture account of things? How to reconcile it
with wifdom and goodnefs of Gop, and with thofe
threatenings denounced againft fin in his revealed
word? Or, fecondly, man comes now into the
world in a ftate of degenéracy’ and corruption, he
has derived fome taint of corruption and weaknefs
from fome of his progenitors, which naturally in-
clines him to evil and indifpofes him for good : And
now, this is juft fuch an account of things, ‘as the.
feriptures feem all along to fuppofe, and as proves
itfelf to be true by abundant experiences  This
folves many difficulties in the moral world, fhews .
the expediency “of the work of redemption, and' of
the means of gracé’ and aids of the fpirit, which
could not be well accounted for, or juftified upon any
other fuppofition. =~ = .7 T

I conFess, indeed, that it is hard to account for
the tradulion or propagation of this moral corrup-
tion, by the principles of reafon. But the fact feems
to be evident, and it is eafy to fee which of thefe two
?pinions will be attended with the greateft difficul-
LY LR LI . . . ues;

.
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fingle perfon, or age, or nation, but is common
to all; all of every age, nation, fe& and reli-
gion agreeing in this, that mankind are, at
prefent, in a vifible ftate of degeneracy and
imperfeQion ; that human nature bears all the
charadters of ruin and defolation’ upon it, being
a ftrange, inconfiftent, compound of dignity
and meannefs, ftrength and weaknefs, wifdom
and folly, error and truth, virtue and vice,
happinefs and mifery, which plainly proves,
that it is not in its natural ftate, and is far
different from what it became the wifdom and
goodnefs of the creator at firft"to make it.

THus ftood the univerfal opinion of man-
kind in this matter, but the fource and fpring
of this univerfal degeneracy and corruption was
wholly unknown to the gentile nations, the
original tradition being either wholly loft, or
fo blended with fable as to- be wholly mifta-
ken ; and accordingly, we have feen how their
wifeft philophers bave erred in thcir folutions
of ity not knowing the feriptures : Mbofes alone
having handed down to us the only probable and
authentic account of the fall of man, and the
. confequent deluge of fin and mifery which hath
overfigrved this lower world. '

ties ;—that man is now juft what he originally was,
and what Gop defigned he fhould be; or, that,
having originally fallen from his primitive reftitude
of nature, his pofterity are now enfeebled and cor-
rupted, in confequence of their defcent from him.
This is farther illuftrated above. '
Bur this is not the only inftance wherein the true
religion of the bible has been adulterated and per-
verted, by afligning to human reafon a province for
which it was never qualified, and for which Gop
feems never to have given it to man. i
ol ° v a
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It is not my bufinefs, nor have I leifure at
prefent, to vindicate the Mofaic hiftory of the
fall. This has been done to thefatisfa@ion of
all modeft and fober enquirers, by much abler
hands. All I would obferve here is, that if
Mbfes has not given us a juft account of. this
matter, we can no where hope to find it. And
yet, that fuch an account of it is of the laft
importance to the very being and exercife
of true religion, will appear from the following
confiderations. :

ift. IF the origin of moral evil be not
known, we can never make a juft eftimate of
‘the evil of fin. For if man ‘was made origi-
nally, and without any fault of his own, of
a nature fo wicked and infirm, that he was na-
turally difpofed to evil, and indifpofed to good,
to follow the bent and bias of fuch evil incli-
nations, will feem living according to the ori--
ginal defign of our nature, which cannot be
thought in itfelf either finful or punifhable.

ence a door would be opened to all manner
of vice and impiety, upon principle, and no
methods taken to reftrain or fubdue thofe. cos-
rupt’ inclinations, which on this fuppofition,
were in-wrought into the very original frame of
man’s conftitution. : :
“ adly. Ir the fource of man’s prefent dege-
neracy  and corruption be not knawn, we fhall
not know what thoughts to entertain of the
wifdom, holinefs, juftice and goodnefs of Gop.
- CovuLp a holyGob originally form moral oreq-
tures in fuch a degenerate ftate? Could a wife
Gonb form a rational creature with a nature fo
contrary tothe law which he gave him, and every
way fo indifpofed to promote the glory of his
T BT . . mﬁker,

’
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- maker, and his own happinefs ? Could a good
Gob fubje& his new formed creature to a train
of neccﬂgry moral and natural evils, afd entail
miferics of every kind upon him and his pofte-
rity? Would we thus form and difpofe of our own
pofterity, if we had the formation and difpofal
of them.? And fhall the compaffionate ]fatbcr of
Jpirits, the father of the univerfe be lefs good
and gracious to his offspring than man! Could
;‘“i Gob create a nature fo full of incon-

ent and jarring principles as that of man ;—
ive him reafon, a natural confcience and amoral
enfe, ftrongly condemning the evil and ap-

. proying the good, and yet give him, at the
fame time, turbulent paffions and headftron
propenfities to evil, far over-balancing thele
pobler faculties and better feelin% of the foul,
and ever prevailing againft them? Could a juft
and good Gop make man a contradi&ion to
himfelf, make him his own perpetual enemy,
tantalize  him with a law and rule, clear
enough to condemn and torment him, but ut<'
terly unable to guide and dire® him? All
thefe queftions will perpetually urge us, and
never admit a fatisfattory anfwer, if mankind
is not fuppofed to be, at prefent, in a fallen and
degenerate ftate.

3dly. IenqQrANCE of the fall of man, or
a fuppofition that he is at prefent in no worfe a
condition than when he firft proceeded from the
hands of his maker, will render it impoflible

. for us to judge what cftimate Gop himfelf will
inake of fin; whether he may judge it to de-
ferve any punifhment or not; or what degree

“of punifhment he may allot to finners: lgor,
if the original conttitutjon of man’s nature was
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as weak and corrupt, as it now appears to be,
it does not appear that fin is fo much a moral,
as a natural evil; and, if fo, then it will
deferve no puni@ment;"'and if fo, then even the
natural evils or calamities of this life, which
men fuffer in confequence of what they call
fin, may feem hard meafure to creatures who
a& in all things ftrily according to the origi-
‘nal-¢onftitution of their nature; and furely it
Will feem much more unreafonable that Gop
fhould threaten them with endlefs punifhments.

THus ignorance of the fall of man, or a
denial of his lapfed and degenerate condition,
tends to render the whole ftate of our affairs
with Gop dark, perplexed and unintelligible,
and paves the way for very injurious notions of
the divine perfections and government, and for
atheifm itfelf.

BuT now fuppofe the Mofaic hiftory of the
fall to be true, and all this darknefs and abfur-
dity brightens into a rational and divine plan.
Man was created upright, but he fell by the
abufe of his own liberty. A taint of weaknefs
and corruption is unavoidably conveyed to his
pofterity, which involves them in vice and
mifery. Into thefe circumftances they are
brought, without any confcioufnefs, or per-
fonal fault of their own, and therefore, their
unhappy fate pleads for mercy ; which would
not have been the ¢afe, had each individual
fallen from his own innocency, by perfonal
tranfgreffion. An- all-fufficient redeemer is
prepared foy fallen mortals. He reftores with-
out the help of man, what man loft without his
own fault. Divine mercy and compaffion look
down with an eye of pity upon human infir-
mity and weaknefs, involuntarily contradted,

2 _ and
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and where fin and corruption have abounded,
there grace much morg abounds .  Man is put
under a new flate of trial, proportionable to
his impaired ftrength and hereditary weaknefs.
All neceffary helps are prepared for him, and
conferred upon him, to repair the ruins of his
fall, and reftore him to compleat perfe&ion and
happinefs. Gracious allowances are made for
the unaveidable infirmities of his nature, and
fincere, though imperfe&, intentions and.en-
deavours, together with an humble and un-
feigned truft in the mercy of Gop, through a
redeemer, are accepted of Gob, in lieu of a
perfe&t and finlels obedience, which the law of
pature would have required, without abate-
ment, from a moral agent perfe& in fuo genere.,
I HAvE dwelt the longer on thefe two dif-
‘coveries made to us in the feriptures of the old
teftament, becaufe of their manifeft impor-
tance in the matters of religion ; which may
ferve at orice to enhance thefe fcriptures in our
efteem, .and recommend them to our diligent
fearch and. ftudy : For furely it muft be no
fmall charaéter of excellence In any revelation,
pretending to come from Gop, that it gives a
rational and confiftent account of the origin of
the univerfe and of moral evil, the knowledge
of which lie, in a great meafure, at the foun-
dation of all religion, as, I hope, has been
fufficiently fhewed. '
WHAT I have farther to advance; on the
excellency of the old teftament {criptures,
muft be confined to as narrow limits as the na-
ture of the fubje& will admit, And here, for

» Romk v. 14—21.

the
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the fake of order, we may diftinguifh the fub-
je& matter of the old teftament revelation into
hiftory, prophecy, morality and devotion, and
fpeak a little briefly of each of thefe, and of
their fubferviency to the faith and manners of 4

Chriftian.
ift. As to the hiflory of the old teftament,
allowing its authenticity, which, I hope, has
been already proved, it is certainly the moft
ancient, noble, important and interefting of
any in the world. It begins with the birth of
things, carries usdown through a period of about
three thoufand fiz hundred yéars, and gives us an
account of all the grand revolutians and events
which have happened in the world and church
during that time. Nay, if we take in pro-
phecy, as a kind of predictive hiftory, thefe
feriptures give us an entire fcheme of provi-
dence from the commencement of time to its
final period; and till the fcene opens in eter-
nity. It is true indeed, the family of Facch
makes the grand figure in this hiftory, as well
it may, not only becaufe it was written more im-
mediately for the ufe of the Ifraelites ;<but more
efpecially, becaufe this family was to be the
fcene of the moft remarkable providences, and ~
becaufe in this family was to be born the promifed
Jéedy in whom all nations of the earth were to
be bleffed. It is no wonder that thofe who apply
themfelves to the ftudy of the old teftament,
under the notion of its being a regular and
well conneéted plan of univerfal hiftory, find
themfelves greatly difappointed. Indeed, if the
penmen of facred hiftory had any where propofed
this as their defign, unbelievers would have
had good reafon to object againft it in this
view,

\
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view, and . complain of it as a defeQive plan :
But this is no where propofed or intimated, and
therefore, it is very unfair, firft to miftake the
defign of fcripture hiftory, and then to ridicule
and rejet it for not anfwering their own
defign. '

IT had been eafy for Mafes, had his com-
miflion extended fo far, to have given a large
and circumftantial hiftory of the ante-diluvian
world, tracing it through the various defcen-
dantsof Adam, down to the deluge,-and of all
the branches of the family of Noah, down to
his own time, and to have marked out the pe-
riods of this hiftory by an exa& chronology ;
but his manifeft negle& of this, thews that it
was no part of his commiffion. He wrote as
he was direted by the holy ghoft, whofe pen-
man he was, and only recorded fuch occur-
rences and events as were fuggefted to him. -
Had he been particular and diffufe in his ac-
count of the anti-deluvian world, the bib/e muft
have been voluminous and unweildy, and pro-
bably, that part of his work would have been
of little ufe to after ages, farther than to gra-
tify a vain and idle curiofity, which was a de-
fign unworthy of Gop. Accordingly we have
no farther account of thefe early times, than
what is. purely fubfervient to the Jewifh and
Chriftian difpenfations. The apoftle has given
‘us a key, by which we may judge of the de-
fign of all infpired fcripture ; Whatever things
were written aforetime, fays he, were written for
cur learning, that we, through patience and com-
JSort of the feripture, might bave hope. You fee

¢ Rom. xv. 4.

then
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then that the great defign of the fcriptures,
was not to teach us the arts and fciences, nor to
inkru& us in the knowledge of univerfal hiffory,
‘farther than thefe things might have a neceflary
tendency to beget and cherith religious faith .
and hope. And now, if we examine fcripture
hiftory by this rule, we will find it fufficiently
perfe&t.  Mbofes eftablifheth our faith in the
being, perfetions and providence of one only
living and true Gop; he tells us, how man
came into the world, how, being feduced by
Jatan, he fell from his primitive integrity ; what
ground of faith and hope Gop gave him and
his degenerate offspring, in the Mefliah, the
promifed feed of the woman, as a neceffary
foundation of religion to fuch fallen creatures.
After this he does little more than give a brief
genealogical account of the anti-deluvian fathers,
and makes mention of the univerfal corruption
of mankind, and of that aweful exterminating
judgement of the univerfal deluge, from which
Noab, the father of the new world, was
“faved by preparing an ark, at the command of
Gop. Of that period which intervened be-
tween the floods and the birth of Abrabam,
which was about two hundred and ninety-two
years, we have but a very fhort and imperfet:
account. Of Noah himfelf, although he lived
three hundred and fifty years after the flood, and
was fo diftinguithed a perfon, we have no
mention after the blefling of Shem and curfing
of Canaan, which happened but about a year
-after his enlargement from the ark. Of Ham
and Fapheth little more is faid by Mofes, than
that to the one and his pofterity were allotted
_ the ifles of the gentiles, and that the other with
Vor. L. N his,
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his, fettled and fpread themfelves in the plains
of Shinaar. The whole thread of his fubfe-
quent hiftory is confined to the pofterity of
Shem, and to that branch of it in particular,
from which fprung Nakor, and, in their
fucceflions, Terab, Abraham, Ifaac and Facob,
from whom fprang the twelve patriarchs.  And!
i we obferve the fequel of the old teftament
hiftory, from the time of AMsfes and down-
wards, we will find the tribe of Fudah and the
family of David, making the greateft and moft
diftinguifhing figure through the whole. From
which obfervation, we may fafely and fairly
conclude, that the chief and leading defign of
the old teftament hiftory was to trace out the
birth of the promifed feed, according to an-
cient prophecy, down from Eve through Naah,
Shem, Abrabam, Fudab and David to the time
of his incarnation, and to prepare and difpofe
things for his aGual coming in the fleth. And
if we do but take this obfervation along with
us, we fhall eafily difcern the abundant fuf-
ficiency of the old teftament hiftory for an-
fwering its principal defign, which is a convin-
cing proof of its perfection. -
AN ignorant reader is difgufted with the
long and tedious genealogical tables of hard
names, fo frequently occurring in the old tefta-
ment hiftory ; but this is a neceflary confe- .
quence of its brevity: The plan and defign of
the hiftorians did not permit them to give a
hiftory of every particular family and perfon
which they mention, and yetitrequired them to
give an exact genealogical account of thefe per-
fons and families ; this being neceffary not only
to keep up adiftintion between the tribes in the
Co land

e N
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land of promifé, and to fecure each tribe and
family and individual their pofleflions, and other
"legal claims and offices ; but, more fpecially to
afcertain the defcent of the Meffiah, according
to ancient prophecy. So that even this part of
the fcripture hiftory, which, to an ignorant
reader, may feem wholly trivial and ufelefs, -
will appear, ta an underftanding inftru&ed in
the defign of the hiftory, both neceflary and im-
portant.

THE proof and confideration of a general
and particular providence, is one of the ftrong-
eft fupports of religion, and certainly no hiftory
in the world gives fo frequent and evident
proofs, and fuch ftrong demonftrations of this,
as that of the Bibl. 'This is fo plain a truth,
that infidels make it one of their chief objec-
tions againft its veracity and credibility. Gop
is often introduced on the flage of human af-
fairs ; his manner of intercourfe with mankind
is reprefented fo different in thofe early ages,
from what it is at prefent; miracles, figns,
vifions, voices, prophefies, fhechinahs or di-
vine appearances, preternatural mercies and
judgements both to nations and individuals,
occur fo frequently in the old teftament hif-,
tory, that for this very reafon fome of our
random thinkers pronounce it wholly incredi-
ble, and compare it to the groffeft rabinical
fables or popifh legends. But now taking it
for granted, as I hope we may, that this ac-

count of faéls is true, hence there will arife
" fuch an inconteftible demonftration of the be-
ing of Gobp, and other fpiritual powers and
agents, of his creation and government of all
things, of his providential care, both of fo-

. Na cieties
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cieties and individuals, and of his approving
and rewarding of virtue, and hating and pu-
nifhing of vice, as cannot be met with in any
other hiftory, and as lays a firm and folid foun-
dation for the vigorous exercife of virtue and
religion, amidft all difcouragements. Nor will
it appear ftrange, that thefe miraculous and ex-
traordinary difpenfations of providence are now
ceafed, if we confider that the reafon and ne-
ceflity of them have alfo ceafed, and that it is
inconfiftent with the wifdom of Gob to vary
from the eftablithed law of nature, for no wife
end or valuable purpofe. Before a fufficient
revelaticn of Gop’s will was made to man,
and in order to confirm the truth of fuch a re-
velation, it was expedient that men, naturally
corrupt, ignorant, and prone to idolatry and
fuperftition, fhould have frequent and con-
vincing evidences of the divine fupremacy and
fuperintendancy over human affairs, in order
to keep them in any meafure right in their re-
ligious fentiments and conduét.  More particu-
larly, it is fcarcely conceivable how fuch a re-
velation could be given otherwife, than either
by extraordinary, and, therefore, miraculous
manifeftations of Gop himfelf, like that from
mount Sinai; or, by men who, in order to
confirm their commiffion of revealing the di-
vine will, were enabled to work miracles, in
the manner of Asfes and the prophets, Chrift
and his apoftles. We are certain from expe-
rience, that lefs than this was not fufficient to
fix men in the belief of the being and provi-
dence of one only true Gobp, or to fettle them
in the exercife of a worfhip and obedience
agreeable to his nature and will. But row the

. 6 . proofs
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proofs of Gob’s providence, and the revelation
of his will to mankind, being fettled and deter-
mined by a miraculous difpenfation'of provi-
dence, as in the revelation of the old and new
teftaments ; men are left to govern themfelves
by the light of this evidence already given and
confirmed. So that if they will not believe
Mofes and the prophets, Chrift and his apoftles,
they are juftly left without excufe ; it being
highly improbable that they would believe, if
they had a continual fucceflion of preachers
arifing from the dead 9. '
AND as no other book in the world does, or
can pretend to give fuch ahiftory of providenceas
the old teftament ; fo, neither can any other hif-.
tory vie with it in any excellency peculiar to hif-
tory. Is antiquity a- chara&er of excellence ?
None certainly can vie with it in this refpe&t. Is
the grandeur and importance of the fa&s and
events recorded, an excellence in hiftory ? In
this charaéter it is equalled by none. Is truth
the proper object of hiftory ? I hope it has been
fufficiently proved, that, in point of credit and
authenticity, the facred fcriptures have the
pre-eminence above all compofitions merely
human. And as the grandeur, dignity and
importance.of the falts and events recorded in
the Bible, are well adapted to enlarge and en-
noble the human underftanding, and to beget a
true fublimity of fentiment in matters of reli-
gion and morality ; fo the variety of ufeful
examples it contains, are excellently calculated
to cure the heart and amend the life of the at-

4 Luk. xvi 31, Joh. xii. 10, 14,
o N 3 tentive
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tentive believing reader. Thefe examples are -
fo various and interefting, fo fuited to all fexes,
ages and conditions of life, fo juftly drawn
and well marked, that they cannot but have a
wonderful influence upon an open and unpre-
judiced mind. What a natural, what a vene-
rable portrait of primitive paftoral fimplicity
and unaffeCted piety have we in the hiftory
of Abraham, Ifaac and Facob? What a variety of
inftruive and affeing incidents, in the ftory
of Fofeph and his brethren ! How would fuch a
piece of hiftory have been celebrated and ad-
mired in the writing of Herodotus or Xenophon 2
How little is it regarded in the writings of Mo-
Jes 2 Who can read the lives of Mofes, Fofbua,
Samuel and David, without being ftruck with a
high veneration for the zeal, piety, magnani--
mity, and other virtues which fhone forth fo
illuftrioufly, and were fo feldom clouded or
obfcured, in the chara&ters of thofe ancient
worthies ? Chara&ers, which, notwithftand-
ing the dirt thrown on fome of them by
the vileft of pens, will be of refpetable
and glorious memory while the fun and
moon endure. And while we are powerfully
led to virtue and glory by fuch venerable exam-
ples as thefe, we are as powerfully deterred
from vice by their oppofites. For how can we
read the life of a Cain, Pharoah, Abab or Me-
nafféh, without conceiving a horror for that
wickednefs and impiety, which marks them
out as monfters of human kind? But why
fhould I add? feeing every reader of the
" leaft judgement and fenfibility, cannot help
making thefe refletions for himfelf, in favour
of the excellency of the old teftament hiftory.

: I suALL
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I sHALL clofe this article with one reflec-
tion ; that whereas other hiftorians do, for the
"“moft part, barely recite the charalters and
altions of men, leaving their readers wholly
to their own reflections ; or, if they do defcend
to refletions, they are often partial and unjuft,
as apt to miflead as to inftrut an ignorant
reader: The facred hiftoriographers do gene-
rally * make an eftimate of charaters and
actions, and point out to us what is virtuous or
vicious, praife-worthy or blame-worthy, in the
perfons and fa&s which they record.” When
altions are recorded, their qualities are gene--
rally marked, and their rewards or punifh-
ments annexed. When nations or individuals
meet with mercies or judgements, the true rea-
fons are commonly affigned. And as thefe
refletions are always juft, we are hence in-
fallibly inftruted in the true nature and quality
of charalters and a&ions;—what eftimate
Gob makes of them, and by what temper of
mind and courfe of life we fhall certainly me-
rit his favour, or. incur his difpleafure: An
excellence this, peculiar to facred hiftory.

2dly. ThE next -divifion of the old tefta-
ment revelation, the excellency of which I

* Generally, I fay, becaufe there are fome ex-
cepted cafes, fuch as the diffimulation of Rebekab ;
the lie of JFacod; the treachery of Fael; the lie of
Rahab the harlot, and fome others, in which the
nature of the a&tions is not fufficiently marked, but
left to the reader’s judgement and refle®ion. But
then, where this happens to be the cafe, the quality
of the a&ion is fo well explained and afcertained in
other parts of the revelation, that it is impoffible for
an intelligeat reader to miftake its nature.

N 4 propofed



184 SERMON V.

propofed to confider, is prophecy ; under which
article are reduceable, facrifices and other types,
promifes and threatenings: All thefe partaking
fo much of the nature of prophecy as to point
out fomething future, either abfolutely or con-
ditionally. And now, if we confider the na-
ture, defign and ufe of this article, and its fub-
ferviency to the eftablifhment of Chriftian
faith, and the regulation of Chriftian practice ;
we cannot hefitate a moment to pronounce its
excellency, and to acknowledge our obligations
to fearch and ftudy thofe fcriptures which con-
tain fo precious a treafure. The hopg of
Gob’s favour and acceptance is a neclfiary
foundation of religion. = This Adam poflefled
while he continued ftedfaft in the covenant of
his Gop ; but loft it the moment he fell from
his integrity, and tranfgrefled the pofitive com-
mandment of his maker. And as he had no
fuch hope himfelf, fo neither could he tranfmit
it to his degenerate pofterity : So that the fall
feft the world abfolutely deftitute of any fuch
confidence towards Gop, as might prove a
{ufficient foundation for religion; nor could
fuch a hope be any otherwife obtained, than by
an exprefs declaration and promife from Gobp.
Such a promife, however, was gracioufly 'gi-
ven, immediately after the apoftacy, and a new
religion fet up, founded in mercy, and fuitable
to the circumftances of fallen man. This pro-
mife is included in that celebrated paflagee,
the [eed of the woman fball bruife the ferpent’s
pead.  This promife is, if I may fo exprefs
myldf, the foundation of the religion of a fallen

¢ Gen. iii 15,
' world,
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aorld, and the firft link in that chain of prophefy,
which reached down from Adam to Chrift, its glo-
rious end and object.  ‘This beginning of promife
" and prophefy, however dark and obfcure in itfelf,
was yet all, as far as we know, that the ante-
diluvian world enjoyed, and was doubtlefs fuffi-
cient for the faith and hopes of thefe times, in con-
jun&ion with facrifice, another fpecies of pro-
phefy, which was probably inftituted together
with the promife, and intimated to point to the
fame end. When in the days of Abraham,
about four bundred and twenty feven years after
the flood, the whole world was falling into
idolatry, and the very knowledge of the true
Gonp, as well as of his promife, was in danger of
being wholly qbliterated and loft, Gop was
pleafed to fele&k the family of Abraham, as the
repofitory of the divine promifes. Accord-
ingly to them was renewed the fundamental
promife of the Mefliah, in whom all the na-
tions of the earth were to be blefled, and who
was to defcend from him ; and as a feal of this
covenant, circumcifion was inftituted. The
fame covenant was renewed in much the fame
serms to Ifaac and Facob, and by Facob repeated
to Fudab ; the fceptre fball not depart from Judah,
nor @ law-giver from between bis feet, until Shiloh
come, and unto him fhall the gathering of the people
bef. Here the promifed feed is reftrited to the
tribe and family of Fudab, under the name of
Shiloh, which may import the fent, the peace-
snaker, the fon, the treafure, or the end; all
which interpretations are naturally applicable to
she Meffiab, and the time of his, appearance in

f Gen. xlix, to.
thg
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the fleth limited to the entire abolitiongof the
Jewith commonwealth, when all regal and ju-
diciary power departed from that tribe, who
held it the longeft of any. When Mofes had
led the, children of Facob out of Egypt, and
given them a new land, leaft they fhould ima-
gine this law unalterable and of perpetual
obligation, he gives them a freth promife of the
Meffiab, under the notion of a prophet unto him,
to be raifed up from among their brethren,
whom they fhould hear in all things what-
foever he fhould fay to them ;—to intimate to
them, that the Jaw and difpenfation, which he
had eftablithed, fhould be fuperfeded -and
abolithed by the new law of this great, fuc-
ceeding prophet. David, the royal prophet,
fpeaks of this promifed feed, as-hislord and his
fon ; defcribes his three offices, and fpeaks both
of his bhumiliation and fufferings, and of his
exaltation and glorys. Upon the approach of
the Babylonifh captivity, when the glory had
well nigh departed from JfPael, when the fenfi-
ble manifeftations of the divine prefence had
relinquifhed their temple, when the people in
general had caft off théir dependance on Gob,
trufted in an arm of fleth, and were running
mad after idols; when Gop had in a great
meafure withdrawn the enfigns of his majefty
and regal prefence from them, had ceafed to
exercife a fpecial and particular providence
among them, and was about to deliver them
-captives to the king of Babylon, as a punifh-
ment for their apoftacies and revolts; in this

g Gen. xii. 2, 3. xviii, 18. xxvi. 4. Xxviil, 14
xlix. 1c. Pf i, xvi. xxii. 21, xlv. Ixix. cx. cxviii.
C g feafon
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feafon of univerfal degeneracy, darknefs and
diftrefs, when the faith of pious Ifraelites was
like to meet with peculiar trials, then did Gop
raife up Ifaiab, Feremiah, Exzekiel, Daniel, &c,
- to invigorate the dying faith, and fupport the
finking hope of his church, by a variety of
the plaineft, fulleft, cleareft and moft circum-
ftantial prophefies of the Meffiah, in which all
the ‘circumftances of his humiliation and exal-
tation, of his birth, life, perfon, offices, mi-
racles, fufferings, death, refurreftion, afcen-
fion and kingdom, are fo exaétly foretold, that,
by laying them all together, they feem more
like a hiftory of Chrift, than aprophefy of the
Mefliah to come. This lively and wonderful
portraiture of the promifed feed being com-
pleated and perfe@ed by Haggai, Zechariab and
Malachi, after the captivity, the gift of pro-
phefy ceafed in Ifrael till the days of Fobn the
bapuft, who immediately pointed him out as
already come in the fleth. Hence we fee that
- wonderful chain, feries or gradation of pro-
phecy, reaching down from the fall of Adam to
the coming of the Meffiah, and the eftablith-
ment of the gofpel covenant; how Gop at
Sundry times, and in divers manners, [pake in time
pafl to the fathers, by the prophets®. How the
grand univerfal fcheme of his grace was gra-
dually opened and manifefted to the world,
till at length, in the fulnefs of time, it beamed
forth confpicuous in the all.enlightening rays of
the fun fof righteoufnefs himfelf. This is that
chain of prophefy which is fo ftrong a confir-
mation of the gofpel of Chrift,

b Heb, i, 1.
Bur
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BurT befides thefe literal and dire&t prophe-~
fies, there were others, much more fignificant,
and not lefs certain, and thefe may be called
typical prophefies, or reprefentations of the per-,
fon, offices and falvation of Chrift. Such
were moft of the facred perfons, and modes,
and ceremonies of divinely inftituted worfhip
from the creation of the world: For as both
the patriarchal and Mofaic difpenfations of
xeligion, were only preparatory for, and intro-
ductory to the univerfal religion of the gofpel 5
fo we have good grounds to believe, that
thefe prior and more imperfeét difpenfations,
had an immediate refpect to this final and moft
perfect difpenfation, and that they virtually
contained the hopes of the gofpel, and the
Jigures and images of good things to come. What
elfe can the apoftle mean, when he tells us,
that 'the law is fpirituali. That it is a fchool-

. mafler to bring us to Chrifi*. ‘That meats, and
drinks, and mew moons, and other ceremonies of
the law, were a fhadow of things to come; but
that the body is of Chrifi'. 'That the Mofaic
priefts, and their gifts and facrifices ferved as
an example and thadow of heavenly things™;
That the whole of the Mofaic ceremonial law
bad a fhadow of good things to come, and not the.
wvery image of the things®. ‘That the law, as
well as all the prophets, prophefied until Fobn
the baptifto. dnd that Chrift is the end of the
Jaw?. Why is Chrit {o often compared to a

RGO el
» Heb. x. 1, ® Mauh. xi. 13.
# Rom. 3, 4. ‘

lamb
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Iamb in the new teftament, and exprefly termed
a lamb flain from the foundation of the world ; and
she lamb of God which taketh away the fins of the
world, if the facrifices of lambs had no refe-
rence to him, and were not typical of him?
Why is that rock which AMofes {mote in the
wildernefs, called Chrift by the apoftles, if it
was no type of him? Why is Chrift called our
paflover which was facrificed for usr, if the
pafcal lamb did not, in fome fenfe, prefigure
him? Why does the apoftle to the Hebrews
run the parallel between the Aaronical prieft-
hood and the priefthood of Chrift, between the
reft of Canaan and that of heaven, between the
temporal and the fpiritual covenants, and be-
tween the whole of the Jewith and Chriftian dif-
penfations, if thefe had no reference to each
other, and if the former were not typical and pre-
figurative of the latter ? It is pretended that St.
Paul writing to the Hebrews, who had a high ve-
neration for the ceremonial law, avails himfelf of
their prejudices, and fo makes ufe of their facri<
fical language in a figurative fenfe, in order the
more advantageoufly to difplay the {uperior ex-
cellency of the Chriftian difpenfation above the
Jewifh; but that he does not intend to infinuate
that the Jewifh religion was typical and prefi
gurative of the Chriftian. But would any Chrif-
tian reader of plain common fenfe, apprehend
this to be the defign of the apoftle, without
making ufe of the key which thefe writers have
been pleafed to furnith? And is not the moft
obvious fenfe of the apoftle likely to be the
trueft, and that which he defigned when he

2 1 Cor, x. 4. * 1 Cor. v. 7.
~ wrote ?
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wrote? Idare not indeed fay, how far the ge-
nerality of the ancient Ifraelites underftood the -
fpiritual and typical fenfe of their own religion.
Perhaps this was defigned for our fakes, more
than for theirs ; perhaps the chief intention of
the typical nature of former difpenfations, was
to give a higher degree of luftre and evidence
to the laft and moft perfe® difpenfation of the
gofpel, that the Chriftian faith might want no
kind of fupport, which its nature and circum-
ftances would admit of. But I am well per- -
fuaded, that, to any perfon of common fenfe,
attentively perufing the new teftament, and
taking Chrift and his apoftles for his inftru&ors,
it muft evidently appear, that the whole of the
Jewith liturgy and ceremonial, was itfelf an
exprefs typical prophefy, or lively prefigura-
tion of Chrift, and the bleffings of his gofpel
kingdom.

NoRr are we to imagine that the patriarchs
and Ifraelites were left entirely in the dark, as
to the great end and mark at which all their
various difpenfations and typical reprefentations
pointed. The effential and great leading prin-
ciples of true religion were the fame in every
age, in whatever variety of drefles, or different
degrees of evidence or perfedtion they might
appear, under different difpenfations. Pa-’
triarchs, gew: and Chriftians have ever had
one objet of faith, ground of hope, and
way of falvation. The faith of Abel, Enoch,
Noah and Abrabam was the fame in fub-
ftance, and as well accepted, as that of the
moft intelligent Chriftian. It is abfurd to ima-

ine that ever Gop left his church, in any
period of it, fo deftitute of the means of grzc;
an

0
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and knowledge of a faviour, as that truefaith,
fincere obedience and eternal falvation fhould be
things morally impoffible to the members of it.
If many of the Fews were fo carnal and ftupid,
as to confine their faith to temporal promfes,
their hopes to temporal profperity, and their
expeltations to a temporal Mefliah, and a tem-
poral deliverance, inftead of raifing their faith,
hope and expeftation to the fpiritual promifes
and bleflings of that everlafting covenant,
which was fo exprefly made with Adam, Abra-
bam, Ifaac and Facob, and fo clearly confirmed
and explained by their prophets, the fault was
not in the darknefs of the difpenfation under
which they lived, but in their own volunt:

blindnefs and carnal prejudices. Chrift tells
the Fews, that Mofes and all their prophets
teftified of him ; that Abraham faw his day
a-far off and rejoiced ; that many prophets and
righteous men had defired to hear and fee thofe
difcourfes and miracles which he fpoke and
performed among them, and had not been fo
privilegeds. All which plainly prove, that
Chrift was expe&ed by the Jewifth nation, and
their faith and hope direéted to-him. And in<
© deed, if we attentively perufe the pfalms and
prophets, we fhall find fuch promifes and:
threatenings given, and fuch fublime and fpi-
ritual hopes infpired, as can by no rules of in-
terpretation be accommodated to a temporal
covenant; but which manifeftly take their rife
from much higher principles, even from the
faith of a fpiritual and everlafting covenant
through the Mefliah, and from the belief of

¢ Joh. v. 39. Luke xxiv,-27. Matth, xiii, 17, &e.
3 the
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the foul’s immortality, and a future flate of
rewards and punithments. Befides, what evan-
gelical duty, what condition of the gofpel
covenant is not manifeftly taught and incul-
cated in the writings of Dgvid and the pro-
phets? So that it is evident, thatunto them, as
well as unto us, the everlafling gofpel was preached,

that in their fcriptures are contained the words of

. eternal life, and that, however the fulleft and
moft luminous manifeftation of the life and im-
mortality was referved for the difpenfation of
the' gofpel, yet the Jews and patriarchs had a
fufficiency of light to direét them into the way
everlafting, and might eafily have difcerned
Chrift and the bleflings of his gofpel through
all the fhadows of their various difpenfations.
How many offers of mercy? How -many calls
to repentance, to inward purity and fpirituality,
to faith in Gop and the Mefliah, and to a
fpiritual and evangelical obedience, do we meet
with in the fcriptures of the .old teftament ?
And can we imagine, that all thefe had no
higher foundation than the promifes of a2 tem-

poral covenant, and that thofe to whom they:

were delivered could difcern nothing more in
them, nor expet any thing farther from them,

than a happy and profperous life in the land of -

Canaan ? Certainly they did *.

3dly. As to the morality of the old teftament,
which is the principal part of the revelation,
and that for the fake of which all revelations

* The whole of this argument is beautifully ma-
naged in thofe admirable difcourfes of the late excel-
lent Bifhop of London, on the ufe and intent of
prophely. : .
- were
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were given by Gobp, and every external ob-
fervance of religion inftituted (it being the
primary defign of all réligion to bring mankind
to a right moral temper and conduét) it is
certainly moft excellent having its foundation
in reafon; in the perfetions of the deity, and
the frame and circumftances of human nature.
‘We have the fum and fubftance of it compre-
hended in ten fhort precepts, delivered to the
children of Ifrael from mount Sinait. And we
have a ftill more compendious fummary of it
delivered by our faviour®: Hear, O Ifrael, the
Lorp thy Gob, is one LorD ; and thou fhalt
love the Lorp thy Gon with all thy heart, and
with all thy foul, and with all thy mind. This is
the firfl and great commandment.  And the fecond is
like unto it 5 theu fhalt love thy ncightour as thyfelf.
On thefe two commandments, {ays Chrift, hang ail
the law and the prophets. Such are the funda-
mental principles of the old teftament morality,
which are occafionally explained,- enforced and
applied through all the facred books, every
leaf, containing fome divine precept or maxim
of this heavenly philofophy. This is the pure
morality of nature, of perpetual and unchange-
able obligation on all mankind, in everyage, fo
long as Gop and man continue to be what
they are. It is the morality of the gofpel as
well as of the law; and nothing has been
added by Chrift, except fome new motives and
obligations, and a redlifying and fettling of
fome of its precepts, which had been either mif-

t Exod 20.
u Matth. xxii. 39—40. Mark xii, 29. compare
Deut, vi. . Lev, xixi 18

You. 1. (@] taken
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taken or perverted by the Fews (as in thearticle
of monogamy—the extending of brotherly love
to perfons of all nations, and even to ene-
mies—and the vaft extent and fpiritual meaning
of the law) and a clearer revelation of its

fan&ions. ‘
>T'is true, indeed, the fcripture ethics are not
laid down in a fyftematical manner, and fup-
ported by human reafonings; but they are de-
livered in a way much better calculated for ob-
taining their important end. How few are
affeted with dry and formal precepts? And
how much fewer underftand abftracted rea-
fonings ? Therefore it hath pleafed Gob, in
condefcenfion to human weaknefs, to caft the
fcripture morality in a2 mould quite different
from that of the heathen fages. ."The chief rea-
foning by which it is fupported, is, thus faith
the LorD; an argument equally obvious to
every capacity, and which, when confirmed by
real miracles, affords irrefiftible convi@ion. It
is fufficient to prove a precept good, and wife,
and equitable and beneficial, that Gop is its
author; and that Gop is its author is fuffi-
ciently proved, if thofe who have delivered it
have been enabled to work true miracles in
confirmation of their commiffion to do fo. So
that the fcripture morality is built on a furer
foundation, than any human reafonings poflibly
can be; feeing, that human reafonings may
deceive and miflead us, but Gobp cannot.
Hence it appears to be extreme rathnefs and
impiety in any to arraign and condemn any
fcriptural principle of morality, at the bar of
their own reafon, fince Gop, the author of
cvery fuch principle, muft be an infinitely
. better
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* better judge of the nature and fitnefs of things,
and of his own will, than the moft enlightened
human underftanding. So that when a reve-
lation is once fairly proved to come from Gob,
whofe underftandiog is the only true judge of
moral fitnefles, and whofe will is the only proper
foundation of moral obligation, it argues great
prefumption in weak and fhort fighted mortals
to difpute the goodnefs and equity of fuch mo-
ral precepts, as fuch a revelation contains*.
THEe feripture morality, inftead of being
laid down in a regular fyftem of dry precepts
and maxims, is every where interfperied
through the revelation and interwoven with it;
illuftrated by examples, recommended by pro-=
mifes, and enforced by threatenings. In the
decalogue, and fome other parts of the Mofaic
writings, itis enjoined under the form of com-
mands ; in the Pfalns, it appears in a devo:
tional drefs; Solomon delivers it in maxims of
felf-government and human prudence ; and the
prophets cloath it with the ornaments of rhe-
toric, and apply it in a popular manner for the
purpofes of convifion, exhortation and re-

* Abrabam’s offering his fon I/zac ; the clildren
of Ifrael’s borrowing and carrying away the jewels of
their Egyptian neighbours, their exteriinating the Ca-
naanies, {Jc. ang all this by the command of Gob,
are aft:ions which have been boldly cenfured and
rafhly condemned as unworthy of the deity, and
inconfitent with the moral rciiude of his nature:
Although all thefe cominands are built upon this felf-
evident principle, That Gop may do what he will
with his own ; that hz may beftow the kingdoms of
the earth on whom he pleafes, and make whom he
will the executioners of his juftice.

O3 " proof,
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proof. Mofes teaches morality as a fcience ;
David converts it into meditation, foliloquy,
confeffion, prayer and praife; Solomon applies
it to the oeconomy of human life; and the
propkets preach it to the confciences of the
people, and ufe it as the great engine of con-
verfion and reformation of manners.

4thly. THE devotional parts of the old tef-
tament are indifputably fublime and excellent,
without compare. Where can we find fuch
juft and noble defcriptions of the deity, fuch -
pure and animated addrefles to him, or fuch
truly fublime and incomparable exlogiums on his
perfetions, works and providences, as are al-
moft every where to be met with in thefe divine
oracles! There can be no true devotion,
where there is not a competent knowledge of
Gop and his providence, of our own nature,
obligations, wants, weaknefles and dependen- .
cies. And as the holy fcriptures, by revealing
all thefe, lay the only foundation for a true and
rational devotion, fo we may expect to find the
moft perfeét examples of it, in fcripture faints.
And here, indeed, we find them in an eminent
degree. What deep humility and felf-abafe- -
ment for fin? What thorough and heart-felt
conviGions of the emptinefs of the creature,
and its infufficiency to make man happy ?
What profound reverence and veneration for
the {fupreme being? What lowly fubmiffion to
his will? What firm truft and dependance on
his power and grace? What conftant and
fledfaft faith in his governing, dire&ing and
difpofing providence ? What cordial acquief-
cence in his ways ! What earneft panting and
breathing after his favour and enjoyment, as

the chief good of man, do we find in the de-
~ votions
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votions of the old teftament faints ? All good,
both of a temporal and fpiritual nature is af>
cribed to him, and afked from him; and all the
evils of life, both moral and phyfical, are af-
cribed, not to a blind fate or irrcfiftible de-
crees, or a viciofity in matter; but to the
abufe of their own free-will, and the voluntary
violation or negle&t of wife and good laws, and
therefore confefled and bewailed with fhame
and confulion of face. Gobp is celebrated as
the munificent author and donor of all their
virtue, profperity and happinefs, and they
themfelves are felf-adjudged and felf-condemned
as the guilty caufes of all their vice, adverfity
and mifery. All their good is-afcribed to Gop,
- and all their evil to themfelves; and all the
affeCtions of their hearts and expreflions of their
Jips correfpond with thefe fentiments. This is
true devotion, and it is the devction of the old
teftament. .

WE have many excellent detached pieces of
fublime devotion fcattered up and down through
the ancient oracles ; as the two fongs of Mofes .
Solomon’s prayer at the dedication of the tem-
ple*. Ezra’s and Daniel’s confeffionsY. FHab-
bakuk’s prayer, &c. But the colle@tion of
Pfalms, commonly called the Pfalms of David,
may be termed not only the common prayer
book of the old teftament church, but the moft
compleat manual of devotion in the world.
Words are too feeble to exprefs that fublimity
of fentiment, that grandeur of figure and ftile,
and that pure flame of ardent and rapturous
devotion which animate almoft every line of
thefe wonderful compofitions in the original

v Exod. xv. Deut. xxxii, x 1 Kings viiis

¥ Ezra ix. Dan. ix.

O3 Hebrew
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Hebr:w ; and, even under all the difadvantages of
a mean, low tranflation, they exceed, in a fuperla-
tive manner, every effort of mere human genius,

AND as they are incomparably excellent in
themfelves, fo they are admirably adapted to
almoft every fuppofeable frame of the human
mind, and every condition of human life. All
the paflions and holy affeCtions of the foul are
alternacely agitated and gently moved in thofe
holy compofitions. Every chord of the well-
tuned foul, if I may fo {peak, meets with its
due and proper vibrations from fome pointed
and glowing fentiment in thefe rapturous an-
thems, which muft neceds awaken and keep up
the melody of devotion in the foul ; and indeed
that perfcn muft be either dead, or at legft
afleep in religion, who cannot feel this for him-
felf. Time will not permit me the pleafure of
enlarging on this delightful topic, and of
pointing out the refources of Chriftian devo-
tion which are every where to be met with
in this divine book; but the experience of
‘every Chriftian, and the obvious nature and
tendency of thefe feraphic poems to every at-
tentive reader will be a fufficient proof of what
I have advanced.

AND now, after having taken this brief and
imperfeét furvey of the general contents of the
old teftament, can we at all doubt either of its
‘intrinfic excellency, or its manifeft fubfervi-
ency both to the faith and manners of Chrif-
tians ? Doubtlefs the new teftament is the more
excellert and perfe& revelation, and, exclu-
five of any other, would prove abundantly
fufficicnt for all the purpofes of our falvation.
But as Gop has been pleafed, as it were, ex
@bandantiy to tranfmit to us his antient oracles

alfo ;
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‘alfo ; fhall we not receive them with gratitude,
and fearch them with diligence ? Can we have
too many fupports to our faith and virtue, in
the dark and perplexed journey of prefent life?
Or fhall we quarrel with heaven, and negle&t
its favours, becaufe they are multiplied on our
behalf? Surrounded as we are with enemies
numerous and potent, involved in the fhades of
. intelle€tual darknefs and prejudice, and in dan-
ger every moment of making fhipwreck of
faith and a good confcience on the rocks and
quickfands which lye every where fcattered in
our way to the haven of everlafting bleflednefs ;
thall we neglect any ray of light, any piece of
fpiritual armour, or any means of fecurity and
defence, indulged us by heaven, to enable us
to fight the good fight of faith, and to finith
our Chriftian courfe with fafety and triumph ?
Surely we fhould be unwife and ungrateful if
we did. Such fuccours then, and fuch an ac-
ceffion of light, ftrength and direGtion may we
expe&t from a ferious and diligent ftudy of
the old teftament fcriptures ; and therefore, to
fearch them is both our intereft and duty. .
WHAT a fatisfaltion mutt it be to the Chrif-
tian, to have fuch an account of his own
origin and that of the univerfe, and of the na-
ture and reafon of thofe circumftances of guilt
and imperfetion, in which he fecls himfelf,
and fees his fellow-creatures a&ually involved,
in which his faith may acquiefce? With what
eafe may he anfwer thofe important queftions
which puzzled and non-pluffed the moft acute
philofophers, and for the folution of which all
their natural powers and acquired accomplifh-
ments were utterly incompetent? With what
pleafure may he trace, in the facred ftory, the

0O 4 , rife,
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rife, the progrefs, and the confummation of'
things ?—See the world in embryo, and view the
great archite€t commanding into exiftence light,
order, fymmetry, life and happinefs, out of the
original Chaos !

fs it a fmall advantage and fatisfaltion to
the Chriftian, that by the help of thefe divine
pracles, he can with certainty affirm.—¢ At
fuch a time, and in fuch circumftances, man
was created ;j—Thus he fell from his primitive
integrity and happinefs :—Such and fuch is the
corruption and mifery which his fall has en-
tailed on his pofterity :—Such are the pro-
mifes of mercy and hopes of deliverance, vouch-
fafed him by his gracious creator, as a founda-
tion of his future religion:—At fuch a time
the world became fo corrupt by vice and idola-
try, that Gop faw it expedient to deftroy the
whole human race by an univerfal deluge, Noabh
and his family excepted:—At fuch a time,
and in fuch a2 manner, Gob was pleafed to
manifeft himfelf to Abraham, Ifaac and Fa-
¢cob, and renewed and confirmed his original -
- covenant of grace to them and their pofterity :—
At fuch a time he appeared unto Mofes, and
enabled him by a feries of miracles, to fulfil
fome part of his promifes to 4braham, and lead
his pofterity to the land of promife, miracu-
loufly delivering them from all the power of
Pharach, leading them through the red fea,
fupporting them forty years in the wildernefs of
Shinaar, and delivering them a law, which was
promulgated from Sinai with all the circum-
ftances of divine majefty, pemp and terror :—
Such and fuch were Gob’s wonderful dif-
penfations both of judgment and mercy, to this
his ancient church and people, according as

they
’ ¥
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_ they either obferved, or negleéted and violated

his holy laws :”—And will any fay that fuch a

hiftory as this, is of no fubferviency to the faith
and manners of Chriftians ?

WHEN a Chriftian confiders the various ma-
nifeftations of Gob to his ancient people, how
often he appeared for their inftruétion, prefer-
vation, fupport, deliverance, or punifhment,
as the cafe required; is it not natural for him
to make the following refleGions ? ——¢ That
the fame unchangeable and omniprefent being
is ftill equally concerned in the government of
his church, and of individuals, although not
in the fame manifeft and confpicuous manner :—
That he who led his ancient church through
the red fea, and delivered it from all the pow-
er and malice of Pharach and his hofts ; he who
miraculoufly fupported it for forty years in the
wildernefs, and made it triumphant over all
its enemies, has ftill the fame gracious care of,
and intimate concern about his church at pre-
fent, and will continue it till the end of
time:—That he who refcued Noah from the
deluge, Lot from Sodom, Daniel from the hun-
gry lions, and Shadrach, Mefbach and Abednego
from the fiery furnace; he who fuftained Jfrael
with quails, manna, and water out of a rock
in the wildernefs, and fed his fervant Elijab
by ravens, and caufed the widow’s flower and
oil to increafe, has ftill the fame gracious dif--
pofition towards his own people, and will afford
them all needful help, prote&ion and deliver-
ance, when they look unto him in the time of
trouble :—That he who drowned the ancient
world, who deftroyed Sodom and Gomorrba by
fire and brimftone from heaven, and who cau-
fed the carth to open and {wallow up. Dathan

and
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and his rebellious company quick to its center,
has ftill the fame facred and inviolablé regard
to the honour of his laws, the fame abhorrence
and deteftation of iniquity, and the fame quar-
rel with impious and irreclaimable tranfgrefiors.”
And have not fuch events as thefe, and fuch
refleCtions upon them, an evident tendency to
confirm our belief of the general and particular
providence of Gob, and confequently, to
ftrengthen our inward veneration of him, our
truft and dependance upon him, and fo to .
quicken us in the performance of our chriftian

duty ¢
As to the article of prophecy, it is obvious
to every confiderate mind, how much the pre-
dictions of the old teftament fcriptures, refpe&t-
ing Chrift and his gofpel, muft ftrengthen our
faith in the gofpel revelation. With what
wonder and delight may the believer run over
every link of that golden chain of prophecy,
which like the clew in a labyrinth, muft infal-
libly lead him to Chrift, as the end of the law,
and the accomplifhment of all the promifes
made to the fathers? The pun&ual and cir-
cumftantial fulfilment of all thefe prophecies,
meeting in Chrift, as fo many Radii in their
center, or as fo many rivulets in that fpacious
channel, which receives and conveys them all
to the ocean, affords a confirmation of faith,
and a joy and fatisfa&ion in believing, unknown
to any but the inquifitive, intelligent and be-
lieving Chriftian. What ftrength and eftablifh-
ment muft it add to the faith, and what life
and vigour to the hope and. joy of a Chriftian,
to trace «ll the fteps of providence, relating to
the redemption of mankind, through all the
periods and difpenfations of the ancient
church;

-
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church :—To ftart the openings of this auguft
fcheme, and difcover the rays of this morning
ftar of prophecy, in the garden of Eden, and to
contemplate it gathering light and perfpicuity,
as he purfues it down through Abrabam, Mjsfes,
and the prophets, until it burfts into a dazzling
flood of day, at the rifing of the fun of righ-
tecufnefs 2 .Mull not this view of things commu-
nicate a joyous rapture to the believing foul,
fomewhat like that which we muft fuppofe the
eaftern Magi to have felt,"when the ftar, which
had conduéted them from their own countty to
Palefline, ftood fixed over the houfe where the
child Fefus lay? Muft it not affe fuch a foul
with exceeding great joy, and caufe it, with
thole eaftern fages, to fall proftrate before the
holy child Fefus, and worfhip him, faying with
the convinced difciples, of atruth we bave found
the Meffias—bim of whom Mofes in the law and
the prophets did write’ ?—~To fee almoft every
thing in the ancient law fo aptly pointing out
and prefiguring Chrift, and the fpiritual blef-
. fings of his gofpel kingdom :—To fee the
ceremonies of the law, fo plainly decyphered in
the fubftance of the gofpel :—The Aaronical

priefthood and facrifices holding forth in type.

and apt reprefentation, the eternal priefthood
and all-meritorious facrifice of the fon of Gob 3
and the great and univerfal redemption by
Chrift, as it were, fketched out and prefigured
by the many wonderful deliverances wrought
for the children of /fracl:—Ina word, to con-
- filer the whole of the patriarchal and mofaic

yeligions, as one continued prophecy of, and

preludium

7 Mat. ii. g. 11, John i. 41. 45.
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preludium to the difpenfation of the Meffiah,
(in which light they ought certainly to be con-
fidered, if the writings of the apoftles are to
be regarded in their moft obvious fignification)
adds not a little light and firength to the
faith of Chriftians. And I am ftrongly inclined
to think, that when it fhall pleafe the Father of
" mercies remarkably to enlarge the boundaries
of his fon’s church, by bringing into it the Fews,
together with the fulnefs of the Gentile nations,
this glorious event will be principally brought
about, by a due attention to this argument,
namely, the accomplifbment of prophecy; which is
an argument, when rightly underftood, equally
capable of giving conviftion both to Fews and
Gentiles.

AnD as the hiftorical and prophetical parts
of the old teftament, have a dire& influence
upon the faith, and confequently a mediate or
indire& influence upon the manners of Chri-
ftians ; fo its moral and devotional parts have
a dire&t and immediate influence upon their
manners, and therefore an indire@ and confe-
quential influence upon their faith : Seeing the
pure morality and fublime devotion of the old
teftament is no inconfiderable argument of its
divine original, and therefore no inconfiderable
fupport of our faith in the whole revelation :
For we fhall find it very difficult to perfuade
ourfelves, that the penmen of fuch holy and
devout writings, were capable of forging an
impofture fo abominable, and contrary to all
the principles of found morality, as that with
which infidelity charges them ; that they were
capable of recording miracles which were never
wrought, and other hiftorical events which
pever happcned, and of afluming to themfelves

powers
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powers and prerogatives; unto which, they
were inwardly confcious they had no title !

Besipes; what a lofs would the chriftian
church fuftain, if it were deprived of the moral
and devotional parts of the old teftament? The
book of pfalms alone, as has been juft obferved,
is an incomparable treafure to the Chriftian
church. It may be properly termed the Zunda
Vefla, or fire-kindler of Chriftian devotion; it
being impoflible to read any of thefe excellent
compofitions, with a fuitable temper of mind,
without feeling the fire of devotion beginning
to kindle in the foul. And what fhall we fay
of the writings of the prophets, thofe fountains
of true eloquence, fervent zeal, found mora-~
lity, and pure and hallowed devotion? How
many arrows have been drawn from this quiver
to ftrike convi&tion, and mortify luft? How
many antidotes to expel the mortal poifon of
the foul! How many cordials to footh afflic-
tion, beget patience, and cherith feeble faith,
languifhing love, and expiring hope —But I
forbear to add, having, I hope, faid enough to
evince the excellency of the old teftament fcrip-
tures,—to prove their fubferviency to the faith
and manners of chriftians,—and confequently
to recommend them to our careful and conftant
ftudy and perufal. It now remains that I fhould
proceed to confider the peculiar excellency of
the' new teftament revelation, as a motive to
the duty enjoined in our text : But this muft be
the fubjeét of a future difcourfe.
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The excellency of the new teftament
fcriptures, and our obligation to fearch
them.

Jonn v. 39.
Search the feriptures.

N the foregoing difcourfe I have endeavoured
largely to evince the cxcellency of the old
teftament fcriptures, as a motive to the duty
enjoined in thc text; which injun&ion, altho’
it was immediately addrefled to the Fews, yet
will appear to be extended to us alfo, if we conx
fider the great fubferviency of thefe ancient
oracles to our chriftian faith and praftice. I
now procecd to the ' )

Seconp particular under the firft general head,
namely, to mnake fome remarks on the excellency
of the new teftament fcriptures, as a reafon why
we fhould make them the matter of our moft fe-
rious ftudy and diligent perufal. And here I may
be the briefer, both becaufc the new teftament is

generally
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generally more read and ftudied by chriftiang
than the old, and alfo becaufe its furpafling
excellency is more univerfally allowed, even by
infidels themfelves; fome of whom feem incli-
nable to embrace it, were it not for fome pecu-
liar do&rines and myfteries which, as the
pretend, fhock their reafon. We have before
obferved that the former difpenfations of reli-
gion were preparatory to the gofpel; that they
contained in them the fubftance or effentials of
chriftianity, and that they were abundantly
fufficient for the falvation of the ews and
Patriarchs ; and we are here about to advance
an obfervation which does not at all either
derogate from, or contradiét the former, butis
perfe@ly confiftent with it, namely, that the
chriftian revelation is far fuperior to the jewifh,
and that the difpenfation of the gofpsk infi-
nitely excels all former difpenfations, both jir
point of clearnefs, perfe&ion, univerfality and
many other peculiar advantages which attend
it. To prove thisis the principal defign of the
great apoftle, in his excellent and juftly cele-
brated epiftle to the Hebrews, and after him we
may fafely advance the fame doctrine, and pro-
ceed to its illuftration.

FirsT: The new teftament fcriptures are
far fuperior to the ancient oracles in point of
clearnefs and perfpicuity. Former difpenfations
indeed gave a light, a light far fuperior to that
which the Gentile nations enjoyed, a light fuf-
ficient to guide thofe who lived under them
with open eyes, to true holinefs and happinefs;
but which was weak and feeble in comparifon
of this light which excelleth. As the glimmer-
ing light of a candle to that of open day, or as
the pale and feeble rays of the moon, to the

8 effulgent
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cffulgent brightnefs of the fun in his meridian -
fplendor, fuch was the light of former difpen-
fations, when compared with the marvellous
light which the glorious gofpel has fhed upon a
benighted world. There was fome degree of
ob:curity in the ancient oracles; there was
fomething of cloud and fhadow which refted
upon former difpenfations, and which the gof-
pel has wholly difipated. And indeed it was
but fit that he who was the light of the world,
and of men in all ages, fhould referve the clear-
eft and fulleft manifeffation of himfelf to his
coming in the fleth. It was but reafonable to
expe&t that fome degree of darknefs and obfcu-
rity fhould attend the peculiar do&rines of
revelation, until the fun of righteoufnefs himfelf
arofe, and till he who came from the father’s
bofomgfhould fully declare and reveal them 2.
Accordingly we find Chrift fpeaking of himfelf
and of his do&rine, as, in a peculiar manner,
that light which is come into the world; not only
in oppofiticn to heathen darknefs, but alfo to
the former difpenfations of true religion®;
and fo we find Chriftians termed, by way of
eminence, children of the light, and children of
the day, in oppofition to Jews as well as Gen-
tiles ©.

Tue manner in which the great do&rines
of revealed religion are taught in the new tefta-
ment, is far more clear and perfpicuous than
that in which they werc taught in the old,
agreeable to the fuperior dignity of that pro-
phet who perfunally taught them. Gob, who
at fundry times, or in fundry parcels, and in

divers

s John i. 18, ® John iii. 1g.
«¢ g Thefl. v. 5. Rom., xiii. 13,
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divers. manners, (namely, by types, facrifices,
ﬁgns, voices, vifions, dreams, urim and thum-
mim, prophecies and the like) [pah in time paf?
2o the fathers, by the prophets; hath in thefe laft
days, [poken unto us by bis fon; plainly and with-
the intervention of fuch comparatively ob-
gre mediums. And therefore the apoitle
intimates, that it will be no fmall aggravation
of our guilt, if we neglect {o clear and confpi-
cuous a revelation of the divinz will, which at
the firfR began to be [poken by the Lord himfelf,
and .lﬁllﬁ aftgcrward: m}/f‘irmedlg them which b{a{;i
bim 4, If Chrift had fpoke no new truths, yet
he fpoke, and taught his apoftles to fpeak, the
truths already revealed, in fuch aclear and con-
vi&tive manner, as never Patriarch nor prophet
fpoke them before, which gives his gofpel a
pre-eminence above all former revelations. He
fet the great duties of the moral law in a new
light, fhewed their fpiritual nature and vaft
extent, and refcued them from the falfe gloffes
of fupercilious and hypocritical Pharifees. He
taught men to love their enemies, and confider
all men as their neighbours : Duties which were
little known, and lefs practifed, before his
coming in the flefhe. o
THE faith of the old teftament church was
far from being clear and determinate. It was,
at moft, little more than a kind of general
truft in the mercy of Gob, through the medi-
ation of a certain glorious perfon to be revealed
in the latter time. It is evident from the tefti-
mony of St. Peterf, that the prophets them-

4 Heb. i. 1, 2. ii. 1, 3. ¢ Mat, v, vi. vii. chap.
f 1 Pet. i. 10, 12. '
. Vou. L. P felves
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felves did rot underftand the full force and
import of their own predi&ions concerning the
Meffiah, his fufferings, his glory,and his king-
dom, although they diligently fearched and
enquired into their meaning. They indeed
faw Chrift’s day afar off, and rejoiced; bt
they faw it but in a faint and obfcure light,
and therefore they earneftly defired to fee thofe
things which we fee, and to bear thofe things
whith we bhear, and which the angels defiré
t0 look ints, in the clearer and more Juminous
difpenfation of the gofpels, But now in
the new teftament, we have a clear and ma-
nifeft difplay of that venerable myftery of
godlinefs, Gop manifeft in the fleth. The
word, made flefby dwelt among us, full of grace -
and truth 5 and in his gofpel we are permitted
to behild hiy ghory, a glory every way becoming
the only begotten fon of Gont., We nd mote
behcld the lamb of Gob, darkly adumbrated
in types 2nd facrifices; but clearly fee him in’
his own perfon. We no mote learn the glad
tidings of falvation from obfcure figures, and
prophetick oracles ; but hear the clear and gra-
cious words which proceed from his own mouth,
The dignity of his perfon, the nature of his
offices, the luftre of his works, the defign and
benefits of his death, ftanding confpicuoully to
view in the gofpel, not only enlarge "and
ftrengthen our faith, but render it clear and
determinate. We diftin&ly Anow in whom we
have bclicved, and to whom we have committed
our fouls, and the reafons of this trufti, In
this fenfe, therefore, the leaft in the gofpel king-
¢ John viil, 58, Luke x. 24.
b John i, 1g. 2 Tim. i, 12,

4 -~ dom
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dimn is greater than John, or any of the pre-
¢eeding prophets, as knowing many important
truths which were concealed from them k, .

THEe important do@rines of the immortality
of the foul, the refurre&tion of the body, a
judgment to come, and a future ftate of rewards
and punifhments, were but darkly and fparingly
revealed in the ancient oracles ; but Chrift and
and his apoftles have drawn, as it were, the
vail from the invifible world, and as the apoftle
emphatically exprefles it, have brought life and
immortality to light, by the gofpel; or as the words
may be tranflated, have thrown a light upon the
dolirine of life and immortality'. ‘They have fet
the great things of the invifible world in a clear
and amazing light before the eyes of our faith.
They not only affure us of a general judgment,
wherein all men fhall be called to an account
for the deeds done in the body, whether they
be good or evil; but alfo fet all the glories and
terrors of that tremendous day before us, point
out the perfon and, retinue of the judge, give
us a plan of the whole procefs, and of its final
iffue in the eternal happinefs of the righteous,
and the everlafting punifhment of the wicked =.
Nay this future happinefs and mifery, are al-
moft brought down to our fight and fenfe. In
the new teftament, heaven is unveiled, and
hell hath no covering; we are made aimgff to ™~
fee the righteous in their glory, and the wicked
in their mifery, and are enabled almy? to hear
the hallelujahs of the one, and the weepings,

k Matt. xi. t1. "1 Tim, i. 10.
® Matt.xxv 31, 46. 2 Thefl. i, 7, 10, 2 Cor.
v.10.  Aftsxvii. 31, Rev. xx. 11. 18.
: Pa ’ wailingss
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T
wailings, and gnathings of teeth of the others’
fo that until death draws afide the vail of flefh,
we cannot poflibly have clearer difcoveries of
the eternal Worl(?, or ftronger obligations to
obedience, than what the go(pel affords us. In’
our prefent ftate we can arrive to little more
than general and negative conceptions of either
the happinefs or mifery of a futare ftate; and
perhaps all the power of language eannot give
_as a clearer idea of heaven, than a place and
ftate of compleat and uninterrupted happinefs,
wherein all the powers and capacities of our

. natures will be greatly ennobled, and gratified
by the full enjoyment of the moft pleafing and
delightful objects, at the remoteff diftance
from all painful fenfations ;—or of hell, than
as a place and ftate, where the miferable fuf-
ferers will be totally deprived of all both mental
and corporal fenfations ef pleafure, and be
wholly filled with anguifh, horror and defpair.
Now thefe general defcriptions of a happy and
miferable futurity, the gofpel lays bef%re us,
in a great variety of both plain and figurative
language. Butas to the peculiar fepfations and '
employments. which conftitute this happinefs
and mifery; here the gofpel is in a great meafure
filent; firfl, becaufe we have, perhaps, no
Tanguage to exprefs them, and can at prefent
form no adequate conceptions of them; and
Jecondly, if we eould, fuch difcoveries would, i
all probability, be very improper for us in our
prefent ftate of trial, would encroach too much
en the province of faith, lefen its proper merit
and efficacy, and render virtue itfelf in a great
mealure impofiible, -

z , For



SERMON VI 213

, For were the veil fo entirely removed from
futurity, as to give mankinda kind of fenfeand
perception of the joys of the righteous, and the
miferies of the wicked, there would be no more
room for faith, and the wills of men would be
under a kind of neceflity, which would deftroy
the very being of virtue, and cut off all title to
its reward. Such difcoveries therefore the gof-
pel does not afford us, as being very improper
for us, and wholly unfuitable to our prefent
ftate; but whatever lights and difcoveries are
beft adapted to our prefent ftate and circume
ftances; whatever views and profpets of futu-
rity are moft fit and coavenient to keep alive
our religious fears and hopes, to animate us in
the ways of virtue, and deter us from the paths
of vice, and to lead us on perfeveringly to
perfection and glory, are here laid before ps,
with a degree of clearnefs and perfpicuity,
which nothiog but the obftinacy and prejudices
of infidelity can refift. So that if men will
love and chufe darknefs, rather than this light,
no other reafons of their condu& can be well
affigned, than thofe given by our faviour and
his apoltle Paul, ecither that their evil deeds
have prejudiced them againft opening their
eyes to the light which fhines -around them
or that the God of this world, taking advan-
tage of thefe unreafonable prejudices, hatly
blinded the minds- of thofe who believe not,
- Jeft the light of the glorious gofpel of Chrift
fhould fhine unto them », '
SeconpLy: The new teftament fcriptures
far exceed the ancient oracles, in point of pers

n John ifi. 19. zPCor. iv. 4o -
P3 eclion
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fe&ion and compleatnefs. Indeed this cha~
ralter of excellency has a great coincidence
with the former; for their fuperior clearnefs
conftitute, in a great meafure, their fuperior
perfetion: The perfeftion of any revelation
confifting as much in its clearnefs and perfpi-
cuity, asin its fulnefs and compleatnefs. - Now
although the fame primary objeéts of faith, the
fame covenant of grace, and the fame terms and
.conditions of falvation are revealed in both tefta-
ments: Yet there is a great difference both as
to the clearrefs and compleatnefs of the reve-
lation. - In former difpenfations thefe things
were revealed more fparingly, more obfcurely,
more imperfectly ; under the gofpel difpenfation
they are revealed more frequently, moreclearly,
more fully, and more perfectly. The gofpel
not only prefents us with new obje&s of faith,
and new motives to obedience ; but alfo makes
a more perfe&t and compleat difcovery of thofe
exhibited in former revelations. Thr law was
given by Mofes, but grace and truth came by Fefus
Chrift; a more ample declaration of pardoning
grace, and a more abundant effufion of the
holy fpirit of truth, of which the Mofaic dif-
penfation was only a fhadow® . Many prophets,
and wife men, and kings, under former dif-
penfations, greatly defired to fee thofe things
which we fee, and to hear thofe things which
we hear under the gofpel #.  Which plainly
fhews that their notices of the great things of-
religion, were very dark and imperfe&, com-
pared with ours under the gofpel. And-indeed
. the matter of fact: will be exceeding plain and

© Johni. 17, P Matt. xiii. 17, Luke x. 24.
‘ o evident
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evident to any, who will carefully compare
thefe two revelations together. The great and
important do&rines of the immortality of the
foul, the refurrection of the body, a general
judgment, and a future ftate of rewards and
punithments ; if they are at all revealed in the
old teftament, (for it is a difputed point) are
revealed very fparingly and imperfectly; they
are rather fuppofed than aflerted, rather hinted
at by the bye, than pofitively taught; butin
“the new teftament how fully, how clearly,
how circumﬁqptial]y are thefe tryths laid down
in almoft every page? The being, the perfec-
tions, the providence of a Gop, and the nature
of his worlhip, are indeed plainly taught in the
old teftament fcriptures, but fill it muft be
confefled that thefe matters have been greatly
illuftrated and improved by the gofpel of Chrift,
Such was the exterior pomp and pageantry of
that worfhip prefcribed by the jewith ritual,
fuch and fo frequent the vifible fymbols and
manifeftations of the DEiTy, that it was no
eafy matter for a jewith worfhipper to abftract
his mind from material images, and to worfhip
Gob, who is a fpirit, in fpirit and in truth.
How juftly therefore might the apoftle, when
comparing his ritual, and the worfhip which it
prefcribed, (efpecially as adulterated with the
intermixture of rabbinical traditions and com-
mandments of men) with that fimple, rational,
fpiritual and perfe& plan of worthip laid -down
in the gofpel; I fay how juftly might he term
the former the law of a carnal commandment, and -
the obfervances which it enjoined, carnal ordi-
nancesy and weak, worldly and beggarly elements 4 ¢
1Gal.iv, 3, 9.  Heb. vii. 16, i% 10, -

' Pe Thefe
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Thefe gifts and facrifices, and other obfervances;
baving chiefly a political and temporary afpect,
could never make thofe. who did the fervice;
perfe& as pertaining to the confcience ; it was
only the bringing in of a better hope, the power of
an endlefs life, (which are chiefly exhibited in
the gofpel difpenfation, that perfeét law of
liberty, which makes full provifien for our par=
don and fan&ification) that can effect this, by
eftablithing a fpiritual worfhip, and urging in-
~ward holinefs and purity of heart, ' The old
teftament indeed affords us a noble fummary of
the moral law in the ten commandments,
which are frequently illuftrated and’applied to
particular cales in the fubfequent fcriprures ;'
but how much are we indebted to the dilcourfes
of Chrift, and the writings of his apoftles, for
the true nature, fpirit and extent’ of this law ¥
The jewith fcriptures do indeed predi&: the
Mffiah, with an amazing circumftantiality and
exaétnefs ; but how little did the moft enlight-
ened of ‘the Fews underftand of the perfan, offi<
ces, and ‘dignity of Chrift, in compafifon of
the meaneft chriftian who enjoys the light of
the new' teflament revelationg The covenant
of grace was undoubtedly: promulgated ‘under
the jewifh and patriarchal .difpenfations ; but
oh! in ‘what inferior circumftances of luftre,
glory, and perfe&ion, to the light in which we
now behold it! ¢ Come unto me all ye that labour
and are beavy laden, and I will refrefp you. He
that cometh snto me, 1 will in no wife caft out.
Thisis-a_ faithful faying, and worthy of all accep=
tationy that Chrift Jefus came into the world to

* Heb. vii. 16, 19, ix. 9. James i. z5.
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e finners; of whom 1 am chief. Gob was in
éﬂ:iiﬁ reconciling the world unto bxfr.nﬁlf, not impa~
ting ‘their trgj}a;é: unto them; and hath committed
unto us the word q[.' reconciltation.” Believe on the
Lord Jefus Chrift, "and thou fhilt be faved,
hefe are fentences which have more of light,
of life, of comfort to the guilty enquiring foul,
than the brighteft which the jewifh fcriptures
can afford. ' ‘ '
THus you may eafily apprehend the fu-
rior clearnefs and perfeion of the golpel
difpenfation * to all preceding ones, as indeed
it was the perfetion ‘and accomplithment of
them all>- - -~ '° :
THiRDLY, Another charaer of fuperior
excellency in the' new teftament fcriptures
above the old, is the catholic and univerfal
hature "of that religion which they teach,
Whatever the patriarchal religion might have
been, 'yét we are, fure the Jewith was onlya
local and national religion, ¢onfined to the feed
of Facob alone, and calculated for a limited
fpread, and a temporary duration. The whole
fabric of its ceremonial laws and pofitive in<
fitutions prove this. Sacrifices were only to
be offered at the temple of Ferufalem, and thi-
ther all the Jewifh males were to repair thrice
a year, which' could by no means have fuited
the bulk of “mankind. "They had indeed «
tight to make what profelytes they could ; but
fuch was their fuperftitious regard to' the holy
land, fuch the reftraints laid upon them by thé
very precepts of their religion from all familiar
intercourfe with other nations, and fuch in-
deed the contempt and averfion of all othér
pations towards them, on account of the pe~
b e : culiaritiei
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culiarities of their focial and religious cuftoms,
that it was never in their power to make
any confiderable number of profelytes. How
widely different from this is the genius of
that religion which is taught in the new tefta-
ment?! The ceremonial law, which was at
once a yoke of bondage to the Fews, and a mid-
dle wall of partition between them and other
nations, is now totally cancelled and abolithed
by the coming of Chrift, who is the fubftance
typified by thofe fhadows. He hath totally
abrogated in his fleth, that which was the
great occafion of enmity and alienation be-
tween the Fews and Gentiles; to which the

ews were fo extremely attached, and to
which the Gentiles were fo irreconcilably averfe,
even the law of pofitive commandments and
ceremonies contained in the Mofaic ordinances.
This hand-writing of Jewith erdinances hath he
blotted out and cancelled, nailing it to bis crofs
having by his incarnation, miniftry and facri-
fice accomplifhed all the purpofes of its infti-
tution. So that there is now the liberty of a
free ‘intercourfe for Chriftians among all na-
tions, without the fear of contraling cere-
monial ‘pollutions, or of neglecting pofitive
obfervances®. The time is now come when
we are neither confined to mount Gerrizim nor
Ferufalem for fecuring the validity of our reli-
gious fervices, but the true worfhippers may
worthip the father, in every place with equal
fuccefs and acceptance, provided they do it in

¢ Gal. v. 1. Col.ii. 14. Eph. ii. 14.
- Jpirit
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Jpirit and in trutht. None can certainly com-
plain, that Chriftianity fubjeéts its votaries to
an intolerable yoke of bondage, that it lays
them under a multiplicity of coftly and difficult
obfervances. It brings down religion to the
ftandard of reafon, divefts it of ‘all the pomp
and pageantry of external decoration, except
juft fo much as is neceflary to accommndate
it to fociety, and reduces it to a pure, fimple,
rational and fpiritual fervice. If there are any
who teach and pra&ife Chriftianity in another
form, who load and deform it with the anti-
quated ceremonies of Judaifm, who teach the
neceflity of confecrated churches, baptized
bells, altars, images and holy veftments, they
teach and praice, not the religion of the new
. teftament, but one adulterated and debafed
from its original purity, by the addition of
human inventions. They have not ftood faft in
that liberty wherewith Chrift bath made them free,
but are intangled again, with a worfe than
- Jewith yoke of bondage. The new teftament
teache:h a portable religion, a religion which
every man may carry in his breaft, and prallice
in the moft diftant and remote regions. Every
place where two or three are met together, in
the nameé of Chrift, and for the purpofcs of
his worfhip, is a confecrated temple, every
truly Chriftian heart is an holy altar, and every
pious wifh, 'devout ejaculation and virtuous
refolution is a facrifice holy and acceptable ui:to
Gobp through Jefus Chrift. And asthe reli-
gion contained in the new teftament is thus
calculated in‘itfelf for an univerfal religion, fo

t Jobhn iv. 21—23.
it
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jt is the exprefs and avowed defign of its divine
author that it hquld be univerfally propagated
to all nations, preached to every reafonable
creature, and that all nations without diftin&ion
fhould be equally profelyted to it u. ‘
FourTHLY. Another great advantage of the
new teftament above the old, and of the gof-
pel of Chrift above any former difpenfation,
is, that it contains and exhibits the moft per-
fe@t example of its divine author, and that too
under the exprefs notion of a model and pat-
tern for the imitation of all his difciples.” We
have indeed many thining and ufeful examples
of picty in the old teftament, both in the life
of Mofes the Jewifh Jawgiver, and in" many
other of the worthies of the ancient church;
but how far do they all fall thort of the glorious
Emmanuel, “of him who was holy,” harmlefs,
undcfiled and feparate from finners ; who never
did fin, neither was there guile found in his
Yips ; but who lived in the higheft perfeQion of
that virtue which be taught, and recommended
the mcft beautiful and perfe& fyftem of morals
that ever blefled the world, by an example, by
far, the moft perfe@ and illuftrious that ever
was exhibited 2mong mortals? This is a cha-
raller of excellency peculiar to the new tefta-
ment, and which no other religion an boaft.
Were the lives of Numa Pompilius, Zorogfler,
Confucius, Mabommed, or even thé’ moft celet
brated founders’ of religion or teachérs of mo-
fality in the heathen world, to be publithed,
with their refpe&ive fyftems, the one would
'?jrove a difgrace and contradition to the other.

v Math. xxviii. 1g. Mark xvi. 15. Luke xxiv. 47,

Net'
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Not fo the life of Jefus; it is the greateft orna«
fent to, and the beft commentary on that
noble fyftem of refined morals contained in his
facred pande&. Here we fee the graces and
virtues of the Chriftian fyftem, living and
breathing in its divine author, which at once
exhibits to us the power and beauty of his re-
ligion, and encourages and allures us to imi-
tation.

Besipes, this' example of Chrift, which
makes a very ufeful and important part of the
gofpel, is ordered in fuch a manner, by the -
providence of Gop, as to render it moft ex-
tenfively ferviceable to mankind. The fituation
of Chrift in his incarnate ftate; was that of
the greateft bulk of mankind, feveral degrees
below the middle rank of life; by this means
he was expofed to thofe trials and temptations
unto which the generality of men in all ages
are expofed, and was naturally led to the
exercife of thofe graces and duties, which ren-
der his example the moft extenfively -ufeful,
that it could have been in any fuppofeable
circumftance of humanity. Are the gene-
rality of mankind in inferior ftations, and in
narrow and neceflitous circumftances of life?
So was Chrift. Are the generality of mankind
expofed to reproach, divifion and contempt
becaufe of their poverty: liable‘to the temp-
tations of Satan, the malevolence of enemies,
and the perfidy of falfe friends, and to a variety
of afli&ions and fufferings ! So was Chrift in a
moft eminent and fignal manner. \Are the
greateft and moft neceffary duties unto which
the bulk of mankind are called, refignation to
Gobp, .a conftant filial truft and dependance

upon
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upon him in all dangers, wants and difficulties,
humility, benevolénce, €oritentmeént with the
allotments of providence, gratitude to Gop
for all the mercies they receive, patience under
aflli®ions, and a meek, even, quiet fpirit under
all the crofs accidents of life, with a firm and
lively truft in the goodnefs and mercy of Gop,
as the great deliverer and rewarder of bis
. people? Unto all thefe Chriftian graces and

duties did the peculiar circumftances of the life
of Chrift more efpecially lead him, and.in all
thefe has he given us an eminent example, that
we might follow his fteps. This matter deferves
our fpecial attention, and will more and more
convince us of the wifdom and goodnefs of Gop,
who made his fon not only a man, but alfo a
man in a mean and neceflitous circumftances of
life, a man of forrows, and acquainted with griefs;
and of the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift who
Jor our fakes became poor, and took upon him the
Jform of a fervant, that fo his example might be
the better accommodated to the bulk of his dif-
ciples¥. To what I have already faid of the
fuperior excellency of the Chriftian revelation
to all that preceded it, I fhall here fubjoin a
brief amalyfis of its general contents, which, by
dire&ing our eyes into its various apartments,
may give us a fummary view of the treafures
they contain.

THE four gofpels are four diftin& hiftories of
the life of Chrift, containing a very clear and .
fuccin& narrative of many of his principal dif-
courfes and actions, of his fufferings, death,

w lfaiah iii. 2 Cor. viii, g. Phil. ii. 7. ,

refurreCtion
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refurre@ion and afcenfion, and an eafy and
unlaboured reprefentation of his chara&er and
temper ; together with many particulars rela-
tive to the religious and political ftate of the
Fews, which it was of great importance for us
to know. The agreement of thefe four lives of
Chrift, if I may fo term the gofpels, in the main
faQs and incidents which they relate, although
ina fomewhat different language, orderand man-
ner, affords a ftrong prefumption of the honefty
and veracity of the facred biographers; while
their different narratives, in other refpefls, are
fupplemental to, and perfeive of each other; -
fome relating the fame faéts in longer detail,
" and with more circumftances than others, and
fome recording what the others have entirely
omitted : So that from the whole we are ena-
bled to gather a very comprehenfive, though
concife hiftory of the life of Chrift. But
what is of greateft moment, thefe four toge-
ther, and perhaps each of them feparately,
have written the fubftance of the gofpel of
Chrift, or all the neceffary and effential parts
of that covenant of grace eftablithed between
Gobp and man: So that had all the new tefta-
ment, excepting the four gofpels, or perhaps
excepting any one of them, been entirely loft,
and had this alone been handed down to us’
with fufficient certainty, there is no reafon to
believe that we fhould have been at any lofs '
to have known the will of our mafter, and the
way of falvation through him ; thefe gofpels
together, and each of them feparately, con-
taining in themfelves all the doirines neceflary
to be believed, and all duties neceflary to be
performed in order to falvation, This feems
neceflarily
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#ecefarily implied in the words of 8¢t. Fobn 2,
compared with the four firft verfes of St. Luke's
. gofpel, and the firlt verfe of the A&ts of the
apoftles *. -

Bur
* John xx, 31. ’

# Ir this therefore be true, it ought to banith the
fears of fome timorous Chriftians, who, by the
fophifiry of infidels as well as -papifts, may be
brought to doubt that many infpired books- of the
new teftament are now loft, and that many errors
are crept into thefe books which we ftill poffefs ;
and that, confequently, the Chriftian revelation,
even fuppofing it to be true, is yet far from being
perfe&, and therefore can by no means, at this day,
anfwer the ends for which it was publitked. For
although thefe premifes fhould be granted, yet the
conclufion drawn from them will by no means fol-
low ; feeing, the fame providence which gave this
revelation and intended its perpetuity, is equally
concerned to preferve its integrity, fo far as that is
neceflary to anfwer its general defign. Now fup+
pofing the genuine falts on which the truth of Chrif=
tianity is founded, together with the effential articles
of that covenant of grace which Chrift came to
publith, are handed down to us, with no material
alcerations ; the faith of Chriftians ftill ftands fecure,
and we have flill canonical fcripture enough in our
hands to dire& us in all the neceflary branches of onr
faith and. pratice,—If any fhould obje&, that this
is to advance the gofpels to the prejudice of the
other canonical books of the new teftament ; t?at by
making them abfolutely fufficient, the others of con-
fequence muft be fuppofed fuperfluous and redun.-
dant, which implies a refletion on the wifdom of
Gop, who cannot be fuppofed to do any thing in
vain, To this I anfwer, we muft diftinguith between
abfolute neceflity, and expediency or utility. I afm

. : ar
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Bu now although there may be a bare fuf-
ficiency in the four gofpels for all the purpofés.
of our faith and pra&tice, iii order to falvatior,
yet it hath pleafed Chrift, for the farther efta-
blifiment of our faith, and for-the more par-
ticdlar and circutnftantial dire@ion of our
Chtiftian ptaice, to make a large addition to
His original gofpel, by the writings of his
apoftles, which compleatand clofe the canon of
the new teftament fcriptures. No one who
firmly believes, and attentively confiders the
gofpel of our Lord, as recorded in the four
evangelifts, can hefitaté a moment to pronouncé

far from infinuating, thdt becaufe the gofpels have a
bare fufficiency, the reft is therefore vain and fuper-
fluous; As, in the blefings of providence; Gobp
has not only confulted our neceflities, but alfo pro-
vided for our pleafure and conveniency ; fb he alfo
feems to aét with regatd to the bleflings of grace:
He gives line upon line, and precept upon precept
in condefcenfion to our weaknefs. He not only re-
veals all neceffary traths and duties, but often’repeats
them, and that in a variety of lights, that he who
funneth may reéad, 4nd he who readeth may tertainly
underftand: Duties laid down in general maxims in
one place, are applied to particulars in another. So
that although the four gofpels; or even any one of
them, may contain all things negeflary to our faith,
.praftice and falvation, yet the fubfequent books of
the new teftament, are of great utility and conve-
niency to the Chriftian church.  All feripture is
profitable, though it may not be abfolutely neceffary ;
and although the afts and efpi(llcs may- not be ne-
ceffary to the very-being of Chriftianity, yet they
are neceffary to its well being; and'aré highly expe-
dient to illuftrate the gofpels, and to confirm the
faith and animate the prattice of Chriftians.

Vor. L. Q the
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the apoftles abundantly qualified for this work
For, befidesthe integrity and fimplicity of their
. lives, and the intimate acquaintance the moft of
them had with their divine mafter, and his
do&rines during his abode with them, they had
the largeft and the moft exprefs promifes of the
prefence and guidance of his fpirit to enlighten
their minds, to refrefh their memories, to teach .
them all things, to guide them into all truth,
to teftify of bhimfelf unto them, to thew them
things to come, to put words into their mouths,
and to abide conftantly with them as their com-
forter and direétor’. For this promife of the
fpirit they were commanded by their mafter to
wait at ferufalem, and accordingly ten days
after his afcenfion it was poured out upon them
in a moft public and fignal manner, accom-
panied with the ‘power of fpeaking all kind of
languages, and of working all manner of mi-
racles, even equal to thofe which he wrought
himfelfs. And now do not fuch promifes re-
ceived from Chrift, and fuch powers exerted in
his name, entitle the doé&rines and writings of
thefe apoftles to a due degree of credit and ve-
neration from all who fincerely believe the
divine miffion of Chrift? And can it be thought
that after all they were, left to ersor, fanaticifm
and delufion in their fermons and epifties to the
Chriftian churches*? As to the expediency
and

¥y Matth. x. 19, 20. Luke xxiv. 49. John xiv.
16, 17, 26. xv. 20, 27. Xvi. 7, 13- XX. 21. AQs

i 4 §.
z 1uke xxiv. 4. A&si. 47. ii. 1.

“ea certain late nctleman, «: known candor and
penctration in theological mati¢ss, has, in one of
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and utility of the additions they have made to the
original gofpel of their mafter, it may be fairly
' inferred

his rambling effays, employed a good deal of his
elo%ucnce in endeavouring to fthew, not onfy the’
profanenefs and unintelligibility of St. Pasl's gofpel
(as be terms the epiftles) -buc alfo its oppofition and
contrariety to the much complimented gofpel of Chrift.
The gofpel of Chrift, it feems is one thing, and the gof-
pel o% Paul another. Chrift is a republifher of natural
religion; Paxl a vender of abfurd, profane and trifling
nonfenfe. In what manner his lordthip has made good
this affertion may be feen in his fourth effay. Itis
by making St. Paul the teacher of paffive obedience
and fupralapfarian-predeftination, doétrines no where
to be found in his writings. His lordfhip is at great
ains to fhew us the abfolute compleatnefs and fuf-
zciency of the gofpel of Chrift, who is the finifher
as well as the author of our faith, without the ad-
dition of St. Paul’s gofpel, or any other. In order
therefore to cut up the roots of all artificial theology
#t one blow, he fhews us the abfurdity and almoft
blafphemy of admitiing any other revelations than
that which Chrift made in his’own perfon : This,
fays he, is to fuppofe that Chrift executed his com-
miflion imperfetly ; that he left his followers without
fufficient grounds of faith and obedience ; that thofe
who were converted by him, and who died before
the fuppofed imperfeQtion of his revelation had been
fupplied by the apoftles, efpecially by St. Paul,
lived and died without fufficient means of falvation.
A revelation made by Gop, it feems, muft be com-
pleat and perfe& from its firlt promulgation., The
covenant of grace muft have been made all at once ;
otherwife every new article of belief or duty moft
change the covenant. Ergo, all fubf:quent revela-
tions are fpurious productions, Pas/ and all other
gofpel writers are villainous impoftors for impofing
Q=2 their
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inferred both from his own words, and from the

nature of thofe authentic writings which they
have

their additions to the gofpel of Chrift, under the
notion of infpired writings, and all theologers from
that age to this, who have paid any regard to the.
apoftolic writings, are either fools or knaves! This
is the natural conclufion frem his lordthip’s reafon-
ing; and thefe premifes, thus fixed, makes way for
his lordfhip to deal his blows plentifully upon the
whole tribe of gofpel-makers and theologers. Now
though it were perhaps a much eafier tafk - to cut up
the roots of his lordfhip’s fophiftry, than it was for him
to cut up thofe of theology, yet a marginal note affords
too narrow limits for the tafk, which however has been
fufficiently done already by much abler hands. Ne-
verthelefs, as | have prefumed to bring his lordfhip’s
name in queftion, and to ftart an opinion of his,
which, if juft, would invalidate the authority of the
greater part of our new teflament, it feems ne-
ceffary that I fhould fay fomething in fapport of what
I have ventured to advance, namely, that his rea-
fon‘i’ngs on this head, are fophiftical and inconclufive,
And,
1ft. His lordthip has brought many heavy charges
againft Paul without condefcending to make one of
them good.
2dly. By his lordfhip’s manner of reafoning, we are
led to infer, that Pau/ and the other apofties have
greatly adulterated the gofpel of Chrift, by adding
new terms and conditions to the covenant of grace
which he eftablifhed, and loading it with a number
of new do&rines and daties, and thereby, borrendum
4ictu, have changed the covenant, This is indeed a
dreadful charge, yet his lordfhip has thonght proper
to leave it, upon the credit of his own veracity,
without the leaft fhadow of fupport from the epifto-
lary writings of the apoftles.
8 Bur
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have left us, and which are juftly included in
the Chriftian canon. A few days before our
' Saviour’s

Bur is this in fa& the cafe? Have any of the
apoftles prefumed to alter the. original covenant of
their Lord, or.to annex to it new terms and condi-
tions of falvation which he has not annexed ? I be-
lieve that none, who are competently acquainted with
the new teftament feriptures, will dare: to affirm it.
Upon what conditions did Chrift promife eternal life
to his difciples ? Was it not on condition they fhould
believe in him, repent of their fins, and lead a holy
life? And is not this the current do@rine of all the
epiftles ? The apoftle ought to be named who hath
required any other conditions of falvation than thefe.
They have indeed frequently explained and enforced
thefe conditions of the covenant in all their epiftles
to the churches, and this, I apprehend, is perfedtly
agreeable to their office as preachers of their mafter’s
gofpel: But the queftion is, did they make new
ones, orchange the old ? If not, they ftand perfeitly
clear of his lordfhip’s charge. -

As there is a wide difference between explaining,
illuftrating, and enforcing the conditions of a cove-
nant already made, and adding new ones to it, by
which the covenant is indeed altered ; fo, I appre-
hend, that both new truths and duties may be added
for the illofiration and perfetion of a prior religion,
without making any material alterations in Gop’s
covenant with mankind.

Tue great condition of falvation ofpbtaining the
divine favour under every difpenfation of religion,
I take to be, faith in the promifes and declarations
of Gop, and obedience to his revealed will, how-
ever thefe revelations are made, provided they are
well attefted, This conflitutes the fum total of all
true religion. Now, if we fix on this bottom, it
will appear of litile confequence how many, or how

Q3 few,
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Saviour’s paffion, he tells his apoftles. that he
had many things to fay unto them, which they werg
not

few, the truths or duties are which God hath re-
vealed, in any of his difpenfations. Suppofe him to
have revealed five truths to Adam, as the obje&s of
his faith, and five dutievas the rule of his praltice—
Adam in believing thefe five truths, and obfervin
thefe five duties, performed all:that Gop required
of him; he kept the covenant of his Gop. But
pow let us fuppofe that this nomber of truths and
duties were doubled to Nosh, does not Noah become
inftantly obliged to enlarge his*faith and obedience,
according as their obje&ts are maltiplied by the
divine authori:y! Let us fuppofe that the credesda
and facienda of religion are fill farther multiplied to
Mofes and the Ifraclites, and encreafed yet to a
greater number in the gofpel of Chrift, and what
impeachment can all this be to the joftice and good-
nefs of Gob, feeing he requires from mankind, un-
der each of thefe difpenfations, only according to the
do@&rines revealed to them, and the duties enjoined
npon them? And feeing the conditions of Gop’s
favour and eternal happinefs are flill the fame for fub-
ftance under each of them, namely, faith in the pro-
mifes and declarations of Gop, and obedience to his
revealed will ?

Let us apply this reafoning to the prefent cafe.
Suppofe St. Paul and the other apoftles, in the name
and authority of their mafter, and under the fantion
of thofe miggcles which he enabled them to work,
had in their miniftry declared fome truths, and en-
joined fome duties which Chrift had not exprefsly
revealed or enjoined in his perfonal miniftry, would
there be any inconfiftency or abfordity in all this ?
Did Chrift any where fay ‘that the canon of fcripture
was compleated by him, and that no heed was to be
given to declarations of his apoftles after his death 2

Nay,
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ot yot able 15 bear, by reafon of remaining pre-
judices, but that he would in due time fend his

- fpirit

Nay, does he not intimate quite the contrary, as we
. fhall fee anon? But now although this conceflioh

might be eafily made to us, by the enemies of Chrif
tianity, yet we do not need it: For, excepting a few
prophefies which have nothing to do with the co-
venant of grace, the friends of his deceafed lord-
fhip may be challenged to fhew one new doétrine or
duty, which is eflential to that covenant added, by
the apoftles, to that revelation made by their divine
mafter, unlefs they will make fuch oat of their ex-
planations, illaftrations and enforcements of his
original gofpel. Chrift preaches the daties of faith,
* love, hope, repentance, prayer, humility, patience, °
meeknefs, &¢c. &c. St. Pauland the other apofties
explain and recommend thefe duties, by their pro-

er motives, in their epiftles. Chrift fortely the re-
Jetion of the Jews and the converfion of the Gen-
tiles ¢ ; St. Paul explains thofe events at large, ad-
ding the future reftoration of the Jews from the old
teftament prophefies || ; Chrift {peaks of the refur-
reQion of the body ; St. Pawud largely explains this
dottrine and fhews its wodus}. Indeed he tells us
that he fhews us a myflery concerning the quomodd
of this refurre@ion § ; but what is this myftery or
new doltrine to the covenant of grace? However
welcome or profitable fuch difcoveries as this may
be, yet no one will fay they are effential to the cove-
nant of graces or neceflary to our falvation ! Being
revealed, we are indeed bound to believe them, and
we have a great reafon to blefs Gop for the fuper-
abundant exuberance of light and knowledge which
he hath given us; but {uppofing fuch matters as

- 4 Matth, xxi, 43, Luke xx. 16,"Matth, xxiiis 37. John
x. 16. i Rom. ix. 10,
1 1 Corxv, 1 Thefl,iv, 13, &c, ' 1 Cor, xv. 52, 53,

Q4 thefe
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fpirit which would remgve thefe prejudices,
and guide them into all trwh, and fbew Zbem
things

thefe had been ftill kept fecret from us, till the event
had made them appear, who would dare to fay that
the covenant of Gob's grace would have been there-
fore defe@tive ? Or who can be confident to affirm,
that the revelation of fuch myfteries make any
change in the original covenant as publifhed by
Chrift ? ’ ‘

" 3dly, His lordfhip has made fuch conceflions
himfelf, as neceflarily overthrow the whole fabric of
his own reafoning. He fpeaks of Chrit and his
gofpel, as contained in the four evangelifts, in the
~'igheft terms of refpe& ; he terms Chrift the Meffiah,
he fon of Gop, who was fent by the father to
make a new covenant with mankind, he tells us,
that he proved his divire miflion by miracles, and
inforced his do&rines, by promifing rewards and
threatening punithments, and he every where fpeaks
of his gofpel, the writings of the four evangelifts,
in terms of the greateft vencration, as a complete
fyftem of true religion ? Now"# efe conceflions being
made, all that he has faid both againft the old tefta-
ment’ fcriptores,” and epiftolary writings of the new,
falls to the ground. For is it to be imagined, that
the fon of Gop would have every where referred to
the old teftament fcriptures as infpired and authentic
writings, and quoted Mpy/es, the prophets, and the
Pfalms as prophefying of .himfelf, and as the ground
work of true religion, if they are indeed fuch as his
Jordtip reprefents them ? And if it be true indeed,
that this fon of Gop promifed a large effufion of the
fpirit to his apoftles afier his afcenfion, and com-
manded them to tarry in Feru/alem in expeQation of
this event ; if he promifed that this fpirit fhould lead
them into all neceffary truth,.and teach them things
v hich they were not able to bear in his life time, but
R S o fhould
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#hings to come ™ ; which plainly proves that fome
farther revelations than thofe which he hagd
made in his own perfonal miniftry, were ex-
pedient for the future well-being of his church ;
and that the apoftles were the perfons appointed
by their mafter, to make thefe revelations, un-
der the guidance of that fpirit which he was to
pour oyt upon them. Befides, we learn that
the forty days which Chrift fpent among his
difciples after his refurreion, were employed
by him, not only in convincing them of that
important fa&, but alfo in fpeaking to them of the
things pertaining to the kingdom of Gop ®. Now
what thefe things and revelations thould be, we
are left wholly to conjeture : Perhaps thefe
things may l?gnify fuch direCions as their
mafter thought proper to give them, concern-
ing the propagation of his gofpel, and a brief
fummary of the various treatment and fuccefs
they were to expect ? The new truths and reve-
lations which they were not yet able to bear, might
refer to the abolition of the Jewith ritual, the

fhould be able to bear after his refurrection, and this
effufion of the fpirit®; is it confiftent in this gen-
tleman to treat the writings of thele very perfons,
who had fuch promifes of guidance and aflitance
from their divine mafter, as caballiftic, abfurd, aad\_
even blafphemous theologers. But the truth is,
his lordfh'p is a miferable advocate of a wretched
caufe, a fhuffling, inconfiftent writer, who attacks
Chriftianity with ar lefs judgement than the famous
tallow-chandler. '

d john xiv. 17, 26, xvi, 13, 13, Mark iv, 33,

a John xvi, 12, 13. b A8si. 3.
. coalition
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coalition of the Fews and Gentiles into one
church, and all others which we find a&ually
revealed in the als, epiftles and revelations.
THE a&s of the apoftles is the moft impor-
tant and authentic ecclefiaftical hiftory which
we have fince the death of Chrift according to
its prefent title, it gives us the lives and ats of
the apoftles for about thirty years after the
Lord’s afcenfion. Hf:re we drink in primitive
and apoftolical Chriftianity at its fountain head,
without the intermixture of human inventions,
‘or monkifh fuperftitions. Here we fee the fim-
ple and elegant ftru@ure of the Chriftian
church, without the voluminous creeds, con-
feflions, liturgies and canons added to it by
modern hands, or the adventitious ftring of
veftments, ceremonies, fopperies, powers and
dignities annexed to it by anti-chriftian archi-
telts, which debafe its dignity and deform its
original fimplicity. Here we fee the rapid pro-
grefs, and amazing fpread of Chriftianity, not
by the authority of emperors, the force of arms,
the power of popes, the terror of inquifitions,
the intrigues of cardinals, the arts of tempo-
rifing miflionaries, the pomp and parade of de-
corated churches and gaudy veftments, or the
charms of eloquence, but by the dint of plain
truth and powerful convi&ion, fupported by
zeal, integrity, unwearied diligence, uncon-
querable patience, and a power of workin
~miracles in thofe who preached it, and finally
fealed by their blood. In a word, this
hiftory of the lives and labours of the apoftles,
lets vs into the true genius and fpirit of pri-
mitive unadulterated Chriftianity, and of its
firft preachers ; greatly illuftrates the argumen;
o
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of its truth and divinity ; affords a noble key
to the prophetic writings of the old teftament,
and, whenfoever the Chriftian church fhall be
fufficiently exempted from prejudices to attempt
it, will prove an excellent foundaticn on which
to build a farther reformation of church go-
vernment, difcipline and worfhip. '
THE epiftles, which were generally written
in the fame period which the hiftory of.the
a&ls includes, were, excepting the few ca-
tholic or general epiftles, wrote to particular
perfons or churches, and all of them on par-
ticular occafions and emergencies. Their fub-
jet matter is various, but may be comprized
under the general terms of dida&ic, hortatory
and polemical ; 4. ¢. they are chiefly employed
in confirming and eftablithing the great doc-
trines of the gofpel by fuitable arguments, in
enforcing its morals by proper motives, or
exhorting to the pratice of piety and virtue,
and in confuting the errors, and removing the
prejudices of thofe to whom they are written :
And hence it is evident, that in order to a
thorough underftanding of thefe epiftles,. we
fhould not only be well acquainted with the
fpirit, genius and general defign of the gofpel ;’
but alfo with the general ftate of things at that
time, with the general opinions and prejudices
both of the Frws and Gentiles, and the par-
ticular errors and herefies which the apoftles
had in view when they wrote thefe epiftles.
Without this we fhall be often in danger of
miftaking the fenfe of the apoftles, and of
drawing general doé&rines and conclufions from
expreflions and arguments which were ufed by
them only in a limited and reftri&ive fenfe. 1f
‘ we
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we confider the epiftles in this view, they will
appear to be of vaft importance to the Chriftian
church; here we fee the original gofpel of
Chrift commented upon, - its do@rines illuftra<’
ted, its morals enforced, its promifes applied,
its conditions explained, .its threatnings de-
nounced, and its enemies:charatterized, not by
fallible men, but by the pen -of infpiration
itfelf. Here we have an excellent rale for ex-
plaining and eftablithing religious truths and
duties, for rightly dividing the word of truth,
and for applying gengral principles and pre-
cepts, to particular cafes ;—and here we have
a noble model for religious controverfy, and
fee with what kind of zeal, fpirit and temper
we ought to convince gain-fayers and contend
for that faith once delivered to the faints*®.

As

* When I recommend the apoftolic writings as a
model and pattern of polemical divinity in our days,
I would be underftood to do it with fome degree of
caution and referve. It fhould be always remem-
bered, on this occafion, that Chrift and his apoftles
were infpired perfons, that they fpoke and wrote
onder the unerring influences of the fpirit of truth,
and that many of them had a peculiar power of dif-
cerning the fpirits of men, This therefore qualified
-and authorized them to pronounce upon doctrines
and men with a degree of boldnefs, confidence, fe-
verity and freedom, which would be gpite out of
chara&ter in any polemical or controverfial writers’ of
our day. To give but two inftances among many
which might be produced, our blefled Saviour thus
addrefles the Pharifeest; Ye ferpents, ye generation’
of vipers, how can ye efcape the damnation of hell ?

1 Matth, xxiii, 33, ’
bt,
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As for the book of reveldtions, which is
fuppofed to have been written by the apoftle
‘rﬁlm, about the year of Chrift ninety-fix ; be-
ides, the proofs it contains of our Saviour’s
proper divinity and of his conftant care of his
church ; befides, thofe invaluable epiftles to the
feven principal churches of Afia, diGtated by
Chrift himfelf in his glory, and thofe excellent
fpecimens of pure morality, and fublime devo-
tion which it exhibits ; it gives us a prophetic
view of the ftate of the Chriftian church in
every period of the world, points out its future
enlargements, vi&ory and triumph, and leads
forward our thoughts to the laft fcene and final
iflue of things, to that great decifive day, and
that unchangeable ftate of happinefs or mifery
which awaits us in the eternal world, - according
to the deeds done in the body. And however
dark and obfcure fome parts of this prophetic

St. Paul alfo, being filled with the holy ghoft," thus
addrefled Elymas the forcerert,. O full of all fubrilty
and all mifchief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy
of all righteoufnefs, wilt thou not ceafe to pervert
the right ways of the Lord? Now, however juft and
proper thefe forms of addres may be in the mouths.
of infpired perfons, who were under a full infpiration
of the holy ghoft, and who perfeQly knew the
hearts, principles and difpofitions of the men whom
shey addrefled ; yet I imagine they are no precedents
to us, who have no juft pretenfions to the fame
powers, or the fame extraordinary commiffion, under
which thefe perfons ated. And lealt of all does
it become controverfialits, who deal in difpuzable
matters, to attack-their opponents in fuch language
as this, which the holy fpirit thought only. applicable
to perfons of the worft principles, and the moft infa-
mous.and abandoned charaéters,

4 A& xiii, 20,
8 X111, 10, book
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book may be to us who live, as it were, in the
middle age of the church, yet the time will
come when its moft myfterious contents will be
clearly underftood by the church of Gono. ’

AND now having thus largely, and I hope
clearly, fhewed the excellency of the holy
fcriptures, as a motive to the duty here en-
joined of fearching them, I proceed to the

11d. thing propofed. To fhew the right
which all ranks and-degrees of Chriftians have
to read and fearch the fcriptures in their mother
tongue, and their obligations to this duty. And
hereI fhall be as brief as poflible, both becaufe
it is fufficiently done by others, and becaufe the
Proteftant world feem at prefent to be very fenfi-
ble of this right, and the invaluable advantages
flowing fromit. And firfl, it cannot be denied
that the fcriptures were written for our learning,
that they were given by Gop that they might
be read and .underftood by his creatures of man-
kind. This is fo felf evident, both from the
nature and reafon of the thing, and from a vaft
multitude of plain declarations themfelves ¢, that
it can admit of no difpute. The only queftion
is, whether thefe feriptures ought only to be
read in their originals, and that by the cergy
alone; or whether it is proper that they ‘hould
be tranflated into the mother tongues of every
Chriftian country, and put into the hands of all-
Chriftians, without diftin&ion, laity as well as
clergy, and read by every fex, age and order of

¢ Joth. i. 8. Pfalmsi. 2. cxix. 105. Ifaiah viii,
20, Hofea viii. 11, 12, 1 Cor. x. 11, Rom, xv.

4+ John xx. 31. 1 Johnii. 1, Jude ver.3. 2 Pet.
iiis 1. 2 Tim, iii, 16, 17. .

1 men?

'



SERMON VL 339
men ? The prefent church of Reme holds the
former part of the ?ueﬁion, all proteftants the
latter ; on whick fide the truth lies, it is my
bufinefs at prefent briefly to examine. And, . °

ift. ANTIQUITY is certainly againft the
prefent church of Rome in this point. Had
Gob intended to feal up the fcriptures of the
old teftament from the common ufe of the
Ifraclites, under an unknown tongue, he would
probably bave ordered them to be written in
bieroglyphics, as the theology of the Egyptians
was, or at leaft in fome language not com-
monly underftood by the children of Jfrad,
and which would have only been learned and,
underftood by the priefts and other authorized
expounders of the law; and in this cafe it
would have been reafonable to expe& fome
pofitive prohibition in the law itfelf againft
the common and indifcriminate reading of the
fcriptures.  But nothing of all this. The
fcriptures were at firft written in Hebrew,
which was the vernacular tongue of thefeed of
Facob; and fo far is the law of Mofes from con-
taining any probibition of the common ufé of
the fcriptures, that it plainly intimates the
obligation of all to fearch, and read, and ftudy
them, and diligently to teach them to their very
children¢. The prophets in their fermons
always addrefled the people in a known tongue,
and wrote their prophefies in the fame lan-
guage in which they fpoke them, and we find
them exprefsly charging the people to fesk sut
of the book of the LORD, and toreadc. And we

d Deut. vi, 6—~8. xi. 18, 21. xvii. 18, 20. xxxi.
11, 12, 13, 22, Joth.i. 8. ¢ Ifaiah xxxiv. 16.
find
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find the good king Foftab himfelf, reading the
words of the law, in the ears of all the piople,
. both fmall and greatf. 1In like manner when the
{/‘rﬂt[:’m had well high loft their language in their
eventy yeats captivity at Babylon; Ezra made a
colleétion of the canonical bdoks of feripture;
and wrote them in the Chaldee chara&er, and
sead them in the prefence of all the people, and
caufed them to underfland the reading, tranflating
them fentence by fentence into the Chaldee lan-
guage, which was then the common language
of the Ifraclites 8. And for this purpofe, we
find, that at this very time, or foon after,
Chaldee targums or verfions of the fcriptures
were made, that all the people might enjoy the
fcriptures in a language which they underftood.
And that many copies of the fcriptures were
difperfed among the people of Ifrael after
this time is evident, from the ftory of Antiochus,
who commanded all who had the books of the
law, todeliver them up, and who put many to
death in whofe cuftody thefe books were
found®. Again, when by the conquefts of
Alexander, many of the fews were carried to
Alexandria in Egypt, by his fucceflor Ptolemy
Lagus, and, by being there incorporated in a
Moacedonian  colony, their vernacular tongue
became Greek, we fee they found a means of
having their fcriptures tranflated into that lan-
guage, which verfion is now called the feptu-
agint verfion, and which proved of vaft fervice,
diffufing the light of the ancient oracles through
the heathen world, and in making way for the

f 2 Kings xxiii. z Chron. xxxiv.
* ¢ Neh. viii. 2, 8.
& j Mac. i, 57. Jofl p. 410.
more
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more quick and effectual fpread of the gofpel.
And it is abundantly evident from Philo and
Fofephus, and from a variety of paffagesin the
new teftament, that the fcriptures of the old
teftament, were read and underftood by all
ranks of people, without exception or reftraint,
about and after our faviour’s time. Our fa-
viour and his apoftles, in their conferences with
the Fews, frequently put thefc queftions : Hawve
ye not read in the feriptures? What faith the
Jeriptures € Doth not the feriptures fay fo, and fo?
and thelike; which forms of fpeech are manifeft
appeals to thofe facred records, which every one
was fuppofed frequently to have read and con-
fulted. The Bereans are highly commended
for fearching the fcriptures daily, as the touch-
ftone of St. Paul's doétrine . ~ St. Paul {peaks-
it with applaufe; that Timathy had known zhe
Jeriptures from a child, which no doubt he had
learned by the pious care and induftry of his
grandmother Lois, and bis mother Eunice, his
father being a Gentile *. Nay not only the Fews
of both fexes, and all ages, but even profelytes
of other nations were allowed to read and ftudy
the fcriptures; as appears from the ftory of the
Ethiopian eunuch of queen Candace, who read
the prophecies of Ifaiab, one of the moft diffi-
cult books of the old teftament, as he rode in
his chariot, and that too although he did not
underftand it; and yet we find that Philip the
evangelift made him no:reproaches on this ac-
count, but affifted him -in’ the interpretation !,
And here it ought well to be obferved, that

1 AQs xvii. 11, ¥ é‘Tiﬁ;.dii.;lg. 1 AQs vii, 28, &c.
Vou. I, ‘R Chrift
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Chrift and his apoftles, are fo far from difcou=
raging or forbidding the Jewifh laity from read-
ing the fcriptures, (which they certainly would:
have done, had it been improper or unlawful)
that they every where recommend it to them,
and highly approve their condu& in this re-
fpeQ, as is evident from our text, and from a
multitude of fcriptures already quoted,  and
which might eafily be produced upon this occa~
fion. Again,

IF we come down to the mew teftament
times, we fhall find the gofpels and epiftles
written and’ publifhed in the Greek language,
which was then moft univerfally underftood
and ufed throughout the Reman empire. Chrift
and his apoftles preached to the people, and
prayed with and for them, ina language which
all underftood, and thefe fame difcourfes and
dodtrines were written in the fame language,
for the common ufe and benefit of the church
in all ages. The apoftles write and direét the
moft of their epiftles, not to the clergy only,
but to whole churches; to the faithful in Chrift
Jefus; to all the faints at Rome, at Philippi, in
Achaia ; to the twelve tribes; to the ftrangers
fcattered through Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia,
Afiay and Bithynia ; to all that in every place
call upon the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift:
without exceptions ®. And not only fo, but
thefe apoftles fuppofe and command that their.
epiftles fhould be read to, and by all the
churches to whom they direét them, and evenr

™ Rom. i. 7. 2 Cor., i. 1. Gal.i. 2. Phil. i. 1.
1 Thefl. i. 1, James i, 1, 1 Petii, 1. Revivg.

’
to’
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to other churches ® ; which certainly includes -
fomething more than a bare privilege or tolera-
tion to every Chriftian to read the holy ferip-
tures; it is an exprefs obligation laid upon them
to perform this duty.

It may be farther obferved here, that all
the Chriftian fathers, for the firft fix centuries
after Chrift, earneftly and repeatedly recom-
mended the conftant ftudy and perufal of the
holy fcriptures to men and women; to young
- and old without diftin&ion, even to novices
who were newly initiated into the Chriftian
church by baptifm. It were eafy to quote a
vaft ;number of exprefs and pertinent teftimo-
nies of this kind from the writings of Origen,
Feromy dlex, Chryfoftome, Auftin, Bafil, Cyril, and
others, were they not to be met with in almoft
every writer on this fubjet. And that the
fcriptures were in the hands of multitudes
during the time of the heathen perfecutions,
for 300 years after Chrift, is evident from the
tortures and martyrdoms infliGted by the Roman
emperors, upon numbers of Chriftians of all
degrees and both fexes, in order to make them
deliver up their bibles to be burnt; and thofe
who through fear of tormént and death delivered
them up, were ftigmatized with the reproachful
name of Traditores, and were obliged to un-
dergo a long and fevere penance for this piece
of cowardice, before they were admitted again
to the communion of the church. Befides,
this ftill farther appears, from the,K numerous
tranflations of the fcriptures into the Latin,

» 2 Cor, i, 13.  Eph.iii. 3, 4.  Col.iv. 16.
1 Thefl. v. 27.
R2 Syriac,
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Syriac, Armenian, Coptick, Ethiopick, Arabick
Gothick, and Saxon languages, fome of Whicf:
were fuppofed to be made in, or near the time
of the apoftles; and all of them' before the
eighth century :—And for what other purpofes
could “thefe verfions be made, if it was not
that the vulgar and unlearned of all thefé na-
tions, might be able to read the fcriptures in
their own language? For to what purpofe were
it to make verfions for the Clergy, who muft be
fuppofed fufficiently learned to underftand the
fcriptures in their originals !—

THuUs you fee whether we confider the lan-
guages in which the fcriptures were firft writ-
ten, the manifeft defign of writing them, the
intereft which all ranks and degrees of men
have in- the doftrines and duties revealed in
them, the pra&ice of the Jewith and chriftian
churches in all ages, till the eighth and ninth
centuries of the Chriftian £ra, who univerfally
recommended the ftudy of them to all men
without diftinétion, or the verfions of them
which have been made into the vernacular
tongues of all ages and nations, for the com-
mon benefit of the people; it will evidently
appear to be the defign of providence, that all
ages, ranks and degrees of men, fhould read
the holy fcriptures, and that no man or order
of men upon earth, have any colour of right to
abridge them of this privilege.

THE two chief pretences which the church
of Rome urges againft the free and unlimited
ufe of the f{criptures in the vulga~ tongues, are
-1ft, That the minds of the vulgar are in dan-
ger of being corrupted, and their impure affec-
tions of beirg inflamed by the vicious examples

‘ ‘ recorded
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recorded in feripture ; and 2dly, That fuch a
general ufe of the fcriptures, would unavoid-
ably occafion a number of herefies and errors
among the ignorant, who would wreft them to
their own deftruion. As to the

1ft. BesiDEs its being a vile and groundlefs
flander, manifeftly derogatory to the imma-
culate holinefs and purity of the facred page,
which never mentions vice, but with a manifeft
defign to expofe it®; which contains the nobleft
antidotes againft every fpecies of impurity, and
has the moft evident tendency to purge the
mind from every corrupt affection . I fay, be-
fides this, it is a bold impeachment of the
wifdom, holinefs, and goodnefs of Gobp, to
fuppofe that he has given. fuch a revelation of
his will for the rule of mens moral condué, as
cannot be read without imminent danger of
debauching men’s minds, and leading them to
. the commiffion of thofe very crimes from which
it was defigned to deter them! Befides, if the
bible is fo loofe and - obfcene a book, that it is
not fafe for young or ignorant perfons to read
it, why did Gob at firft publifh it in a lan-
guage underftood by all? Why are there not
fome prohibitions contained in the fcriptures
themfelves, againft fucha common and dange-
rous ufe of them? Why has the church in all
ages actually indulged and commanded fuch ufe
of them, without apprehending thefe dreadful
confequences of it, until the eighth or ninth
century of the Chriftian Zra? Surely if this
objeftion has any force in it, it will equally

o1 Cor. x. 6, 11. P Pl xix. 7, 13, cxix. .
2 Timo ilio 16’ &c, ) : ' . . i
v © R3 militate
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militate againft the expedienc&' of publifhing
the fcriptures at all, or at leaft of publithing
them at firft in a known tongué, as againft
tranflating them at this day for common ufe,
into the vernacular tongues of Chriftendom.
EiTHER the fcriptures have in themfelves a
natural tendency to debauch men’s minds and
coirupt their manners, or they have not: If
they have, then they are unworthy that Gop
thould have publifhed them, or that any man
fhould read them ! If they have not, then the
fault lies wholly in the corruption of wicked
men’s hearts, who pervert them to a ufe con-
trary to their natural tendency : But if nothing
may be ufed, which is capable of being per-
verted and abufed, then there is an end to all
kind of enjoyments, fecing it is evident that
the beft things, and the moft neceffary and
innocent enjoyments may be abufed, and per-
verted to ferve the worft purpofes. As to the
2d OBjECTION, that a general ufe of the
feriptures would unavoidably open the door to
a number of errors and herefies in the Chriftian
church, as the ignorant would not fail to wreft
them to their own deftruction; it equally re-
fle@s upon the reputation of the fcriptures,
and the wifdom and goodnefs of Gop, as the
former. ‘The fcriptures themfelves recommend
it to us to meditate in Gov’s law day and night 5
1o teach it to our children; to apply to the law and
20 the teflimony, as the touchftone of every reli-
gious do&rine; to fearch the - feriptures, and
commend the BErREANs for examining the
doltrine of the apoftles by the light of thofe
unerring oracles. Inthe fame language fpeaks
the primitive church. Jrenzus tells us, that the
‘ : - ‘ reafon
S '
L J
>
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weafon why bereticks fall into errors, is becaufe
hey know not the feriptures; which is the very
reafon our blefled faviour gives why the Saddu-
.ces denied the refurretion of the dead: Ye do
err, fays he, not knowing the [iriptures, nor the
power of Gop . Theophylact tells us that nothing
«can impofe upon thofe who fearch the holy {cripture};
Sor this, {ays he, is the candl: by which we difco-
wer the thief. Jerom and Chryfofiom, in many
places urge Chriftians to fearch the fcriptures _
with all diligence, for this very purpofe, that
they might be.enabled to avsid all errors and here-
JSies, and to recover others who were feduced and
drawn away from the truth. Thus fpeak the
boly fcriptures; thus f{peaks the primitive
<hurch in its pureft period. But now the mo-
dern church of Rome flatly contradiéts all this 3
infinuates that the bible is a dangerous book,
full of {fnares and ftumbling blocks to the un-
Jearned, and therefore confines it wholly to the
fearch and ftudy of the .clergy, and faorbids the
laity to look into it ! Why ? left it thould una-
voidably draw them into errors, and they thould
avradt it to their own deftru@ion. Thisis vaftly
charitable to befure! As.if a man fhould den
me food, left I fhould furfeit myfelf; or blind.
my eyes, left I fhould lofe my way !

BuT is not this paying a very urhandfome
compliment to the book of life, to fuppofe -
that an unlearned man, of plain common fenfe,
may not read it without the danger of erring
damnably ! Is nof™this to fet the wifdom of
aodern. Rome above the wifdom of the primi-
tive apoftolick church, and even above ‘the

¢ Matt, xxii, 29, '
B Ry wifdom
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wifdom of Gop, who every where recommends
the reading, fearch, ftudy and meditation of
his word, to all men in general, as the only
- unerring ftandard of religious truth, and rule
of religious duty! And to fpeak in the moft
favourable terms, is not the remedy worfe than
the difeafe? If a few men fhould be in danger
of abufing this liberty, and turning the whole-
fome bread of life iffo a mortal poifon, by the
chemiftry of their own mental corruption, thouid
it therefore be witheld from all? Is there no
other method to reftrain men from wandering,
than by putting out their eyes? !s there no way
of witholding men from gluttony and drunken-
nefs, than by forbidding them the ufe of meat
and drink? Muft all men be denied the moft
innocent and falutary privileges and enjoy-
ments, left a few fhould wickedly pervert and
abule them ? Surely there is no fhadow of rea-
fon in this! But if we fhould even grant the
validity of this charge againft the holy fcriptures,
it will prove too much, znd can be of no fervice
at all to the church of Rome. It will prove
that the fcriptures fhould not be read at all,
either by the clergy or leity. If we carefully
trace the rife, of all the corruptions in the
Chriftian church, whether in doérine, worfhip,
difcipline or morals, we fhall find by much
the greateft number of them broached and pro-
. pagated by the clergy. It requires much more
learning and fophiftry than the generality of the
laity are mafters of, to draw plaufible errors
from the fountain of truth, and to impofe cor-
rupt dotrines and heretical fyftems upon man-
kind, as the genuine truths of the gofpel.
Nor can it be fuppofed that the Romifh church

: X
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herfelf would ever have been able to impole fo
many antifcriptural do&rines, and ceremonies
of worfhip, upon fo great a part of Chriften-
dom, had not the fcriptures been firft indu-
ftrioufly fecrcted from the laity, and all the.
arts of wit and fophiftry ufed to.palliate and
varnifh the errors and abfurdities thus intro--
duced. In fhort there are few of thofe nume-.
rous errors and herefies, which have fo much
infefted and disfigured the Chriftian church,,
which may not be ealily traced up to fome cor-
rupt defigning prieft, as their firft inventor and .
propagator.—And if fo, it will follow, that
of all men, the clergy ought to be leaft trufted ,
with the reading of the firiptures, feeing they
have of all men, the moit perverted and abufed
them. But the truth is, the great reafon why -
the church of Rome forbids the laity to read the
fcriptures, feems to be, left this p.ivilege thould
lead them to deteét the errors and herefies of
their priefts ! Sure, had the fcriptures a fair
hearing in popifh countries, the grand myflery
of that corrupt religion could not be long con-
cealed from the laity ! . B
THERE is but one text in the whole_ bible,
which feems, in the leaft, to favour this prac-«
tice of the Romith church; namely, that cele-.
brated text r,.where -the apoftle, fpeaking of -
fome things in St. Paul’s epiftles, which are:
hard to be underflood, which, fays he, they that
are unlearned and unflable wrefl, as they do alfo
the other firiptures, to their own deflrution. .
From this paffage of fcripture the Romanifts
argue the obfcurity of fcripture, as a reafon why

r 2 Pet, iii, 16, ¥
. jgnorant

\
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ignorant men fhould not read it, left they wreft
it to their own deftru@ion, as they are here
faid to do. Now in order to obviate this feem-
ing difficulty, the following things ought to be
obferved.

1ft. T'His text itfelf proves that unlearned
and unftable men, read the epiftles of St. Paul,
and the other fcriptures at this time, otherwife
they could not have wrefted them to their own
deftrution.

2dly. THE apedac ®* and acmpixrol, un-
learned and unflatle men here mentioned, do by
no means fignify the laity, in oppofition to the
clergy; but men ignorant of the great funda-
mental truths and principles of Chriftianity,
and thofe who were wavering and unfettled in
their principles, halting between two opinions,
and in a ftate of hefitancy and fufpence be-
tween Gentilifm or FJudaifm, and Chriflianity.
So that thefe unlearned men of St. Peter’s,
might be great adepts in the philofophy and
mythology of the times; for in any other fenfe
Peter was an ignorant and unlearned man
himfelf s, o '

3dly. THE apoftle fpeaks not here of an uni-
verfal, but only of "a partial obfcurity in fcrip-
ture; he fays there are fome things, or fome
paflages in St. Paul’s epiftles, dvovorle, bard to
be underftood, not impoffible to be underftood;

* The pious and critical D, Doddridge tranllates
ewaSuc unteachable, which, if it were a juft rendering,
would take off much of the apparent difficulty from
this text; but I confefs I cannot find any paffage where
auadne properly fignifies uateachable, ‘

? Adts ive 134
. which
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which things, together with other fcriptures,
not the candid, diligent and teachable enquirer
after truth, but the unprincipled and unfleady,
. wreft to their own deftruction. -

4thly. IT ought well to be obferved that the.
apoftle does not in this place prefcribe the lay-
ing afide of the fciiptures, as a remedy for this
evil, which certainly would have been a very
proper place for mentioning fuch a reftri¢tion,

- had it been neceffary or convenient: No, he
feems evidently to recommend quite a different
remedy; he tells them o deware of being led
away by the error of the wicked, and of falling
away from their own [fledfafinefs, and for this
purpofe he exhorts them, 2o grow in grace, and
an the knowledge of our Lord Jefus Chrift ¢,

. So that you fee this text is fo far from ferving
the purpofes of the Romifb church, in this ar-
gument, that it rcally makes againtt it..

BuT the whole of this argument proves more
than the mere privilege of all Chriftians to
read the fcriptures; it proves our obligation te
this duty. Hath Gop written to us the great
things of his law? they ought notto be asa
Slrange thing to us*. Has he condefcended to lay
before us a fyftem of written laws and rules,
for the government of our lives, and the
attainment of our greateft happinefs? and fhall
we not vouchfafe them a perufal? Hath he
publifhed unto us the grand charter of our par~
don and privileges ; and fhall we negle to ftudy
and perufe its important contents? The fcriptures
are written and dire&ed 1o us, to all Chriflians, to
all men, which implies a manifeft obligation o us,
on all Chriflians, and on all men, who are favoured

t A@siv. 17, 18, uHof. viii. 12. )
; . with
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with fo invaluable a treafure of divine truth,’
to ftudy and perufe them. And this obligation
mutt appear to be very ftrong and indifpenfible,
if we confider the majefty and rightful authority
of him who lays it upon us, the gracious defign
and intention of Gob’s laying before us his
revealed will, and the infinite concern which
every man has in the truths and duties con-
tained in thefe facred records. We cannot
perhaps offer a greater affront to a mortal fupe-
rior, than to refufe him a hearing, when he
fpeaks to us of things which concern his own
rightful authority, and our own duty and ad--
vantage; or not to open and perufe fuch letters
.2s he may dire& to us under the publick feal
of his.authority. And do not fuch as will not
hear when the LorDp fpeaketh; or who negle&t
to fearch the fcriptures which are the Letters
Patent of the univerfal king, ftamped with the
broad feal of heaven, fhew the higheft contempt
of tke divine authority, and the greateft negle&
of infinite mercy? Would we thus treat the
Jetter of a friend, the laft teftament of a father,
or the patents of an earthly monarch? We -
rejoice in being proteftants ; we exult in the
rights of private judgment, and in the privi-
leges of perufing our bibles in a known tongue!?
But alas! what will all this avail us, if we
flight the privilege which we claim, neglect the
duty which we acknowledge, and mifimprove
the price which is put into our hands to get
wifdom! What will all this avail us, if we
fuffer our bibles to lay by us as fealed books,
which through our fhameful negle& of them,
neither ferve to enlighten our underftandings;
nor warm our hearts, nor dire& our pra&ic‘:;’.v ?
ST T We
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.We bewail the ignorance of the Papifis, who
tay not read the bible; but what odds can
there between a papift who may not read the
bible, and a proteftant who will nst 2 Both
“furely, muft be equally ignorant: all the odds
is, that the proteftant negleéts an obligation
which he confeflcs, and a privilege which he
claims ; the papift a&ts according to principle,
although led aftray by an erroneous confcience :
The proteftant is therefore criminal, and the
papift rather unfortunate !—For fhame then,
Jet us ack as confiftent proteftants, as confiftent
Chriftians. Let us not aé as thofe fools who
Baving a price put into their hands 1o get wifdom,
have no heart to improve it; but, like the noble
Boereans, let us daily fearch the fcriptures, in
which are contained the words of eternal life;
that fo, defiring as new born babes, the fin-
cere milk of the word, we may fpiritually

row thereby ; grow in grace, and in the know-
%edge of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and in the prac- -
tice of every good work . Let us make the"
teftimonies of Gob our daily counfellors, read
" with our own eyes, and judge with our own
underftandings, thofe do&rines and duties which
‘Gop hath dire&ted to us in his word. This is
the only method to maintain us in our ftedfaft-
nefs, and to preferve us from being led away
with the error of the wicked, from being tofled
to and fro, and carried about with every wind
of do&rine, by the flight of corrupt men, and
cunning craftinefs, whereby they lie in wait to
deceive ¥. It is certainly the moft excellent and

¥ Prov, xvi, 16. A&s xvii. 11. 2 Pet. iii, 18.
¥ Pfal. cxix. 24. 2 Pet. iii, 17. Eph. iv. 14.
* 7RI )
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ufeful furniture of our fouls, to have the word
of Chrift abiding and dwelling richly in them.
A foul thus furnifhed can never be at a lofs to
overcome the wicked one, and repel all his fiery
darts; can never be at a lofs for pious thoughts
and ufeful meditations; can never be at a lofs
to teach, admonith, and comfort others in all
wifdom. Thus to know the holy fcriptures,
is to be wife indeed unto falvation; and indeed
unlefs we thus know them, unlefs we are thus
frequently converfant with them, how can we
meditate upon them day and night? How can
we teach them diligently unto our children,
and make them the fubjeét of our frequent con-
verfation *? I now come in the

IIId pLACE, To enquire into that temper
and difpofition of mind, with which we fhould
fearch and ftudy the holy fcriptures.

ift. It is evident that a full and rational
convition of this truth, that the feriptures are
the word, and willof Gobp, is neceffary in order
to our reading them as it becomes Chriftians.
As a firm belief of the being and providence of
Gonb is the only foundation of all religion, both
natural and revealed, fo an equal conviétion that
the fcriptures are the word of Gob, is the only
adequate foundation of all Chriftian religion.
And as total infidelity wholly fubverts the foun-
dation of Chriftian obligation and pradtice, fo
every degree of doubt and fufpicion concerning
this fundamental truth, tends to weaken our
Chriftian obligations, in exa& proportion toits
prevalency in the mind. In a word, our reli-

* Col. iii. 16. 1 John ii. 14. 2 Tim. iife 15.
Pllmi. 2. Deut. vi, 6, &c.
gious
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gious obedience will partake of the complexion
of our faith : If this is ftrong, that will be pro=
portionably firm and conftant; if this is weak,
wavering and uncertain, that will be proportion-
ably fickle, irrefolute andinconftant. It isimpof=
fible that men fhould duly attend to truths which
they do not firmly believe; or that they fhould
pay a religious obedience to laws, of the divine
original of which they have not a firm, full and
convictive perfuafion. As he who cometh unto
Gop, muft believe that be is 3 fo he who cometh
to fearch the fcriptures, as the divine and infal-
lible rule of his life and condué, muft believe
that they are from Gop. This was the glory
and excellency of the Theffalonians, that they
received the doétrine of the apoftles, not as the
fallible word of men; not as a merely human
teftimony, but as a divine teftimony, with full
affurance of faith, as the word of Gob, which
wrought effectually only in fuch of them as thus
believed ¥,

THis isa matter of great and real import-~
ance, and ought fo to be confidered by Chri-
ftians, who would build their religion on a
rational and immoveable foundation. A faith
which is merely implicit, or hereditary, (if I
may fo fpeak) is liable to be fhaken or over-
thrown by every cavil, banter, or fophifm of
infidelity, as a building which has no folid foun-
dation. And furely every man who has a juft
value for his religion, who knows the import-
ance of fettled and eftablifhed principles, and
who underftands the danger of fcepticifm and
apoftacy, fhould fee well to it, that he builds

Y 1 Theff, ii, 13. I

-
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‘on fure foundations, in a matter of fo great
-moment, and that he is able to render a reafon
.of the faith and hope which is in him; efpe-
cially in this fceptical age, when every minute
philofopher aflumes the right of difputing it.
Nor, blefled be Gobp, isit fo difficult a matter as
fome may be apt to think, for the plaineft Chri-
ftians to obtain a rational convittion of the truth
of their religion. Infidelity, which feems to
. be the reigning evil of the age, has, by the
vigilant providence of him who is ever attentive
to the interefts of his own truth among men,
in a great meafure, wrought its own cure.
Never certainly has the foundations of Chrifti-
anity been more clearly and firmly eftablifhed,
than they are at prefent, by a'vaft number and
_ wvariety of able and worthy contenders for the
faith, once delivered to the faints. So that toge-
ther with the infeQion, every honeft enquirer
may have the antidote at an eafy rate,

To eftablith this fundamental truch is the
defign of the foregoing difcourfes, which, how
-meanly foever executed, may, I hope, have
fome good effe on minds not wholly corrupted,
by the power of prevailing prejudices. But
however this may be, yet it is indifputably
certain that the {criptures can never obtain their
proper effect upoa the hearts and condu& of
men, unlefs they are read and fearched -under a
full convi&ion that they are indeed and in truth
-the word of Gob. :

2d. Ir we would fearch the fcriptures to ad-
vantage, we muft do it with minds free from
all prejudice, and pofleffed with an ardent fove
of truth, under whatever unpleafing forms it
ay appear. Are we convinced that the
: fcriptures

{
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fcriptures are the word of Gob, and that they
hive been tranfmitted down. to us‘entire and
uncorrupted, as to all the eflential truths and
duties which they contain? It follows that we
fhould receive them with all fimplicity and
readinefs of mind; that we fhould not come
to the ftudy of them with any prejudices or pre-
conceived fyftems or opinions of our own, but
bring our fouls to them as melted wax to the
feal, with a difpofition to receive thofe im-
preffions which they tend naturally to make
upon them: After a fair and impartial exami-
nation of the fenfe of fcripture weé muft refolve
to follow wherefoever it leads us, to believe
every do&rine which it clearly exhibits, and to
perform every duty which it plainly enforces,
endeavouring to diveft the foul of every paffion
and prepoffeflion which might militate againft
fuch an obedience of faith. 1f we bring our own
paffions and prejudices with us to the fearch of
fcripture, it is evident weare in danger of prejudg-
ing the caufe which we come to examine, of wreﬁ-
ing the fcriptures intoa conformity with our own
prepofleffions, and, as the apoftle exprefles it,

of refiraining the truth in unrighteoufnefs. We

cannot be proper judges in a caufe where we

are determined what fentence to pafs, before a

proper examination of the evidence. As there-

fore we acknowledge Gob to be the author and

finither of our faith, the fole arbiter of all re-

ligious doétrines and duties, and that this arbi- .
tration is made in his unerring word, which is

the ultimate judge of all religious controverfies,

his teftimony and authority fhould preponderate

.’ Romo ”v |8.
Vor. I, s - over
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over all other confiderations,and awe the foul into
an entire fubmiffion to, and complacency with,
whatever he has exhibited, as the rule of our faith
and duty. With this temper fhould we incline
our ear to wifdim, and apply our heart to under-
Slanding ; [eek her as filver, and fearch for ber as
Jor bid treafures.  With this temper thould we
Jearch the feriptures, and receive the truth in the
love of ity that we might be faved*. Thus did
“the Bereans receive the word with all readinefs of
mind, and fearch the foriptures daily, that they
might know aﬂ'uredl{ whether the apoftles doc-
trines were agreeable to the analogy of faith:
They received the word into good and honeft
bearts, and that too with a prudent precaution
againft all danger of impofition and delufion®,
This fimplicity, integrity and docility of mind
which is fo neceflary and excellent a difpofition
in order to our fearching the fcriptures, and
receiving the truth in the love of it, is well
exprefled by the apoftles Fames and Peter.
ngfm, fays the former, lay apart all filthi-
nefs and fuperfiusty of maughtinefs; i. e. all filthy
ufts, and malignant paffions, and prejudices,
and receive with meeknefs the ingrafted word,
which is able to fave your foulsc. And to the
-fame purpofe the latter, fpeaking of the word
preached to them in the gofpel, recommends it
-to them, that, laying afide all malice, and guile, '
and bypecrifies, and enviesy and evil fpeakings, with
-all the fimphicity of new born babes, they would
defire the fincere and unfophifticated milk of the

a Prov. ii. 2, 4, 2 Thefl. ii. 10,
. » A@sxvil, r1. Luke viii. 15, ¢ Jam. i. 21.

word,
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word,- that they might grow therebyd. If we
would indeed fearch the fcriptures as thofe who
love the truth, and hunger and thirft after
righteoufnefs, every prejudice muft be laid
afide, every clamorous paffion filenced, eve
perverfe imagination and high thought whic
exalteth itfelf againft the knowledge of Gop,
mutft be caft down, and with clean hands, and
pure hearts, we muft draw water out of thefe
fountains of truth, and wells of {falvation.
‘We muft, like meek, humble and teachable
difciples, fit down at our mafter’s feet, and
learn from him the words of eternal life.

3dly. It becomes us to fearch the fcriptures
with great reverence and attention of fpirit.
If we regard the fcriptures as the word of
Gop, and not of men, we will certainly read
it, and hear it read, with the profoundeft re-
verence and attention. Where the word of a
king is, fays Solomon, there is powerc. We
acknowledge this of earthly monarchs, and
therefore we hear their words and declarations
with fuch marks of attention, efteem and ve-~
neration as is fuitable to their majefty and fo-
vereign power; with how much greater awe
and reverence of {fpirit fhould we read and hear
the words of the living Gop, the univerfal
king? If I be a father, where is mine honour 2
And if 1be a mafler, where is my fear? faith the
Lorb of hofts unto them that defpife bis name !
And yet we are told that he hath magnified bis
word above all bis namef, To ufe his word
therefore irreverently is a grofs profanation of

d 1 Pet. ii. 1, 2. . e Ecclef, viii. 4.
f Plalms cxxxviii. 2. Mal, i, 6,

Sa : his



260 SERMON VI

his name. It is faid of the worthy dnd cele-
brated Mr. Boyle that he never mentioned the
name of Gop, without a rrverential paife,
expreflive of his awful regard for it. Surely
this truly pious man was not more deficient in
refpe& for the word of Gob, than for the three
letters which call up the idea of his exiftence !
When the prophets would folemnize the minds
of the people; and ctall up their atténtion to
the meflages with which Gop had charged
them, they frequently break out into fuch
apoftrophes or exclamations as thefe, hear, O
Ifracl, for the LORD fpeaketh | Hear ye the word
of the Lorp ! and the like; and indeed, what
could be better adapted to excite reverence and
attention ? It well becometh all created nature
to attend with awful reverence, when the Gop
of rature fpeaketh. The voice of the Lorp
is powerful, and full of majefty, the earth
trembleth and fhaketh, and the foundations of
the hills are moved at his préfence, the angels,
who excel in ftrength, do his commandments,
hearkening with reverend attention to the voice
of his word; and fhall men, feeble, guilty
worms of the duft, regard that fovereign,
powerful, venerable word with indifference
which created, fuftains and governs univerfa
nature ! Surely when the Lorp fpeaketh, it
becomes the fons of men to attend with the
profoundeft reverence and awe of him who
fpeaketh from heaven! When Gobp fpake to
the children of Ifrael, from Sinai, they were
feized with fear, and ftood afar off, and fo
terrible were the phznomena, that Mofes himfelf
did exceedingly fear and quake: Now, al-
though Gob fpeaks to us in his word with

more
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more mildnéfs, yet he does it with equal ma-
jefty, and therefore equally claims our reve-
rential regard s, When Ezra read the law of
Gonb to all the people, it is faid, that the ears
. of the people were attentive unto the book of
the law ; and that, in token of their reverence,
they bowed their heads and worfhipped the
Lorp with their faces towards the ground b.
It is recorded to the honour of Fofiab, that his
heart was tender, and that he humbled himfelf
before Gop, and rent his clothes and wept,
when he heard the words of Gob againft Fu-
deay and the inhabitants thereof . And Gobp
has exprefsly promifed, that he will in a pecu-
liar manner regard that man, who is poor and of
a contrite fpirit, and who trembleth at his word *.
Hear the word of the Lorp, faith Ifaiab, ye
that tremble at bis word ; the LorD fhall appear to
your joy, and they that hated you fhall be afbamed .
THE pure and humbling do&rines of reve-
lation will find the ‘beft entertainment in hum-
ble and contrite hearts. St. Auflin’s well
known recommendation of humility, as the
beft qualification in a learner of divine truth,
is no lefs agreeable to the nature and reafon of
things, than to the plain declarations of Gop’s
word. Pride, felf-fufficiency and inattention,
- are both natural and moral obftacles to the
acquifition of divine truth. They not only
incapacitate the mind for religious knowledge
and improvement, but juftly provoke Gob to
withhold that ‘grace and affiftance which we

s Heb. xii. Exod. xx. b Neh. viii, 3, 6.
1 2 Chron. xxxiv. 26.
¥ Ifaiah lvii. 15, xvi. 3. ! Ifaiah lxvi. 5.

S3 . - might
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might reafonably expeét in a humble and reve-
rential fearch after divine truth. Gob refifleth the
roud, but giveth grace to the humble™. The

%Ieﬂiah was anointed of Gop to preach the
gofpel to the meek ; and Gob is faid to hide the
reat things of it from the wife and prudent,

?rom the haughty philofophers and felf-con-
ceited Pharifees of the age, and to reveal them
to babes, i. e. to thofe who, with a reverend
and teachable fimplicity of fpirit, defired to
know the truth, as it is in Jefus. And the fame
- teacher which came down from Gob has aflured
us, that the meek, the lowly, the poor in

fpirit, and thofe who hunger and thirft after

righteoufnefs, are the only blefled and happy
perfons ; thefe being the prime qualifications of
a fearcher after religious truth, and a difciple of
the meek and lowly Jefus ®. :

WHEN we addrefs ourfelves to the reading

or hearing of Goo’s word, we fhould make
a folemn paufe, and confider with whom we

have to do! Whofe word it is that we are

about to read or hear! Such a recolle&tive

“ paufe as this, would do no more towards fo-
lemnizing our minds, exciting our reverence,
and raifing our attention than any arguments

which I can offer on this fubject. It would

place the fear of Gop before our eyes, and
make us afraid to trifle with his word, or to

ufe it with irreverence and negle& in his im-
mediate and heart-fearching prefence! It would
put us precifely in that temper and fituation,

in which Cornelius and his houfehold found

= Prov. ii. 34; James iv. 6. 1Pet. v. 5
* lfaiah Ixi. 1. Matth. v. 3, 6. * xi. 25, 29

e - themfelves
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themfelves before the apoftieo. Now therefore
we are all here prefent before Gob, to bear all
things that are commanded thee of Gob.

THis then is that reverend and attentive
frame of {pirit of which we fhould labour to be
poflefled, while we fearch and ftudy the fcrip-
tures. I fhall now lay before you a few common
praltices among Chriftians which betray a
fhameful want of this reverence and venera-
tion for the word of Goon. And,

1t. THERE is a flothful and inattentive
manner of reading the holy feriptures, too
common among many who would be thought
to be very religious, which, neverthelefs, dif-
covers a great irreverence for the lively oracles
of Gob. Numbers, who do not wholly neg-
le& the reading of the fcriptures, do yet read
them in fo drowfy and inattentive a manner, or
with fo flight and trifling a frame of fpirit, that
it plainly appears they are wholl( regardlefs of
what they read, and are not at all concerned to
profit by it. They feem to have tafked them-
felves with a certain number of chapters, and
provided they can but read thefe over, within
the time limited, as a fchool boy does his leflon,
they feem to think they have done their duty.
Afk them the general contents of the chapter
they have but juftread, and they know nothing
of the matter; perhaps their mind and atten-
tion was ranging after fome foreign fubje&.
This is a plain proofthat fuch perfons read
purely for the fake of reading, without ary
valuable purpofe ; that they neither underftand
what they read, nor are concerned to unde:-

o Altsx. 33.
54 ftagd
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ftand it, nor receive any rational nor fpiritual
advantage by it. They never put that impor-
tant queftion to themfelves, which Philip put
to the eunuch, underflandeft thou what thou
ready1?? And indeed how can they either
.underftand or profit by reading the fcriptures,
who thus read them without either reverence or -
attention, and without any rational end or
purpofe which can be imagined *,

' ‘ 2dly.

P AQs viii, 30.

¢ Ic deferves well to be conﬁderecf, whether the
"common pra&tice of teaching children to read the
fcriptures as ‘a fchool book, in almoft alf Chriftian
countries, may not tend greatly to leflen their reverence
and veneration for that facred book, all their life-
time afiewards. They are put to read the Bible
before they are capable of knowing its fagred cha-
- rater, indeed before they are propesly inftructed to
dittinguifh it from other books. They are tafked in
it, and corretted if they have not their tatk. And is
it not natural to think, that by this means, the Bible
becomes cheap, if not difguftful to them almoft ever
after ? That their tender minds contrat a rude fa-
* miliarity with it, bordering upon contempt, and alfo
fome degree of averfion arifing from &'fenfe of the
" pain and uneafinefs they once {uffcred in learning to
read it. If this is true, does it not concern Chrif~
tians to lay afide a cuftom which is attended with
fuch dangerous confequences? For this fuppofe,
thar, in the place of the new teftament or pfalter,
_Afop’s fables, The ceconomy of buman life, or fome
other plain, moral and entertaining book was’ put
into the hands of children as foon as they begin to
read, and fuch kind of books continued until they
can read diftin&tly. -Let this then be the bufinefs of
afirft {chool.  Afterwards, when children are about
, nine

Ve
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2dly. ANoTHER rude and irreverent man- -
ner of ufing the holy fcriptures, too often
‘praticed, is, a quoting of them in a familiar
and indifcreet manner in our common conver-
fation. A turning of fcripture words and fen-
tences into quibbles, points and ludicrous
witticifms, upon every occafion, either in a
way of jeft and ridicule, which is unfufferably
prophane; or, at beft, in a quaint and flippant
manner, to fhew our wit and ingenuity in ac-
commodating {cripture to the common occur-
rences of life, This is as the prophet exprefles

nine or ten years old, and have learned to read dif-
tinétly, when their minds begin to open, and reafon
to exert itfelf, let us fuppofe a fecond fchoo! ready
to receive them, in which they are to read the fcrip-
tures with a due degree of reverence and atiention,
under a mafter properly qualified, whofe fole ftudy
and bafinefs it fhould be to inftruct them, in a proper
manner, in the principles and duties of revcaled re-
ligion, to lay down before them, in plain and fa-
miliar leGtures, the hiftory, chronology, and the
morality of the Bible; to point out to them the in-
ternal and external evidences of the truth of reve-
lation, the method of reading, explaining, defending
and applying it in the condué of life; and in a word,
to give them brief and plain inftru@ions in all kind
of biblical fcience, and all this with a degree of
ferioufnefs and folemnity, which might tend to raife
in their tender minds a lafting reverence for the holy
fcriptures, and a high fenfe of their excellence and
importance ! Quere, does not fome ioftitution of this
kind feem neceffary to a truly Chriftian education ?
And might it not under Gop, prove a means of
putting an effeual flop to the prefent enormous
growth of prevailing fcepticifm and infidelity ?-
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it, a perverting of the words of the living Gop 4.
It is a proftitution of facred things to common
and profane ufes, as Belfhazzar ufed the golden
veflels of Gob’s houfe to drink wine with his
concubines, and pour out libations to his idol
godst. And indeed it is fuch an abufe of holy
writ, as tends to render it cheap and vile, to
bring it into contempt, and to take off all that
reverence and veneration which we juftly owe
to the facred records of heavenly trut{m

3dly. ANOTHER grofs profanation of this
venerable book of Gob, and which is utterly
inconfiftent with the profound refpe& we
fhould have for it, is the making it a bone of
contention, a fubje® of angry wranglings and
alterations; thofe vain janglings, thofe per-
verfe difputings of men of corrupt minds,
thofe foolifh queftions and genealogies, and
contentions, and ftrivings about the law ; thofe
profai.c babblings and unprofitable firifes of
words, whereof cometh envy, ftrife, railings,
evii {urmifing, furious controverfies, and anti-
chrifii:n anathematizings, fo juftly and em-
phatically expofed by the apoftle:. To which
may be added, as a yet more audacious profa-
‘nation of fcripture, a wilful torturing and
wrefting of it, to ferve wicked or vain-glorious
purpofes; a forcing it into our fervice by fubtle
and fophiftical interpretations, to fupport fome
favourite fyftem or hypothefis, purely, perhaps,
for the fake of argument and contradition,
#nd in order to fecure the honour of a victory

1 ~!er..xxiii. 36. *f Dan.v. 4. .
* 1 Tim. i 4, 7. vi. 4, 5, 20. 2 Tim. ii. 14e
Titus iis 14y 16, 23. :

over
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over fome puny adverfary. This is to bandle
the word of Gop deceitfully, in the worft fenfe
of the expreflion, and is fuch a grofs and difin-
genuous profanation of fcripture, that words
are not able to exprefs its vilenefs ; and yet,
alas, that perfon muft be an utter ftranger to
religious controverfy, who has not feen too
much of this in numbers of our polemical

writers. Once more,
4thly. A HAsTY and precipitate application-
of fcripture to the proof of doétrines and
opinions, betrays a want of due reverence for
facred oracles. It is a cuftom too common
with divines, both in their fermons and trea-
tifes of divinity, to accumulate a number of
fcripture paflages indifcriminately, without
examining or confidering their propriety or
validity pro hic & nunc, in {upport of the pre-
fent argument. Where two or three plain and
pertinent texts are fufficient, they are apt to
produce a dozen or a fcore ex abundanti, the
one half of which, perhaps, have no manner
of relation to the doétrine they are brought
to prove, unlefs it be in the mere found of
fome of their words or phrafes. In hafty
pulpit compofitions,” perhaps fuch a far-
fetched application and .accommodation of
fcripture may be difpenfed with, or even
in pra&ical treatifes, where fuch a ufe of
fcripture may ferve to illuftrate or enliven
the difcourfe. But where this liberty is taken
in fyftems of divinity, and where fuch mal-
a-propos fcriptures are clapt in, - like rotten
buttrefles, to fupport the weight ‘of creeds,
confeflions and catechifms, which I know. to
be often the cafe, they tend greatly ta hurt th(e
c 0. caufe

(SR .
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caufe which they are brought to fupport: For
when men of loofe principles look into thefe
books, and find the venerable do&rines of
Chriftianity propped up with fuch texts of fcrip-
ture as are not able to bear their weight ; they
haftily conclude that they have no better foun-
dation, and hence take up a prejudice againft
all the doérines of Chriftianity as founded
upon quibble and fophifm. A due reverence
for the Bible, and a prudent concern for the
honour of our holy religion would teach us, to
raift no more dorines upon fcripture, than
what it is fairly able to bear; and to build
thefe dodlrines on the firmeft and fureft foun-
dations ; and confequently to ufe the beft means
in our power of trying the ftrength and fo-
lidity of thefe foundations before we venture
to build upon them ! And this would naturally
teach us a cautious and difcreet ufe of fcripture,
in proving and eftablifhing all the tenets of oug
holy religion.

4thly. IN reading the fcriptures we fhould

freely indulge all the innocent paflions and

affections of the foul, as they are naturally
excited by the paflages which we read. Every
power and feeling of the mind fhould have its
proper play and exercife. The holy and juft
laws of Gop fhould excite our efteem, our
Jove and approbation. Ob/! how I lve thy
law, fays David, it is my meditation all the day ;
bow fweet are thy words unto my tafle, more to be
defired are they than gold, fweeter alfo than honey
and the boney-comb. 1 efteem all thy precepts con-
cerning all things to be rightt. The furvey of

t Pfalms xix, 10, cxix, 975 103, ’128_.
: ‘ : ' his
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his glorious works and adorable perfections re-
corded in his word, fhould proftrate our fouls
in the loweft humility, and excite in us won-
der; veneration and praife. His promifes.
fhould engage our faith, excite our hope, and
fill us with joy and peace in believing. His
threatenings and terfors thould make us ftand in
awe, .and we fhould be afraid of his judgements,
The vicious examples recorded in Gop’s word
fhould be read with a fuitable abhorrence of
their deformity, and with a lively hatred and
indignation againft fin, and a hely compaffion
for thofe who are under its fatal influence and
condemning guilt; and, while we read the
lives and allions of pious and holy men,
our hearts fhould be fired with a noble
emulation, and engaged to imitate their
examples.

IN a word, the divine oracles contain fub-
je&s fo important in themfelves, and fo inte-
refting to us, that they thould not be read in a
dull and formal manner, but with a holy
warmth of affe&ion, and with a fuitable exer-
cife of all the powers and movements of the
foul. As the hearts of the difciples burned
within them, while Chrilt talted with them, and
opened unto them the [iriptures®; fo ought ours
when we read them. We fhould worthip Gop
in this, as well as in all his other ordinances,
by the exercife of devout affections and holy
refolutions, endeavouring to have our minds
transformed, our hearts fanctified and regene-
rated, and our fouls renewed by the incorrup-

v Luke xxiv. 32,

tible
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tible feed of Gop’s word, which abideth and
endureth for ever v,

sthly. WHILE we read the fcriptures we
fhould by no means negle& theduty of prayer.
We are taught to confider Gob as the father of
lights, and the giver of every good and every
perfeét gift ; and accordingly, if any man lack
wifdom, he is taught to afk it of Gop *. The
wife man exprefsly afferts, that the Lorp
giveth wifdom, and that out of bis mouth cometh
knowledge and underflanding ; therefore he re-
commends it to us to cry after wifdom, and to
lift up our woice for underflanding, as well as to
/‘/; Jfor ber as filver, and fearch for her as for hid
treafuresY. St. Paul prays for the Ephefians
that Gob, the father of glory would give them
more and more of the [pirit of wifdom and yeve-
lation, in the kmowledge of Chrift, that the eyes
of their underflanding might be enlightened to know
the hope of his calling. By which he cannot
mean the mere external- revelation of Gob’s
word, for this they had already, but plainly inti-
mates that it is the office of the holy fpirit,
who firft indited the fcriptures, to enlighten
the underftandings of men in the knowledge of
them, and to fet them home with evidence and
power upon the heartz. And the fame apoftle
tells us elfewhere, that Gob, who at firft

commanded the light to  fbine out of darknefs,

JEone into bis beart, not only by the outward re-
velation of his word, but by the inward ope-
ration of his fpirit, 20 give him the light of the

v Rom. xii. 2. James i. ;8. 1 Peter i, 23,
John xvii, 17. * James i, 5, 17.
¥ Prov.ii. 3, 4, 6. 2 Eph. i, 17, 18.

#rowledge
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Anowledge of the glory of Gob in
Jefus Chrift*, We read alfo of ¢
Gon’s giving the apofiles an und:r/§
they might know him that is true, and
certainly intimate fome improvemeni
mination of the faculty itfelf, as we
external revelation of the object®,
The royal pfalmift, who was certainly well
inftru&ed in the critical and rational knowledge
of the divine law, who loved it, who made it
the fubject of his daily meditation, and who
had arrived to a degree of knowledge in it
above all his teachers, yet found the neceflity
of a higher and more divine kind of 'inftru&tion
in it, and therefore frequently prays, gpen thou
mine eyestbat Imay bebold wondrous things out of thy
law ;—make me to underfland the way of thy pre-
cepts ;—teach me, O LoRD, the way of thy fla-
tutes, &c ¢. Is it not hence evident, that David
conceived divine teaching and illumination ne-
ceflary in order to an effcGual knowledge and
praltice of the divine law? And may not
abundant expericnce convince us that the
cleareft and moft convi&ive notions of duty in
the head, are not, in general, fufficient effica-
cioufly to determinc the will to a courfe of
correfpondent praltice, and that fomething
more than a bare rational convi&ion is, in
many cafes, necellary for this purpofe ? Had
not the Jfraelites a clear and diftin& knowledge
both of that law and of its Jivine authority and
original, which they heard delivered from
mount Sinai? And yet how quickly did they

s 2 Cor. iv. 6. . b 1 John v z0.
¢ Pfalm cxix.

rufh
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ruth into idolatry againft the exprefs letter of
that law ; for which Gop complains of them
as infidels ! How long, fays he, will this people
provoke me? How long will it be ere they belicve
med?

Frowm all which, T think, is is abundantly
evident that the aids and influences of that fpirit
of Gop which at firft indited the fcriptures, is
neceflary in order to our reading them with fpi-
ritual profit and improvement, and that it is
therefore our duty, while we read the fcrip-
tures, to implore and expe& the illumination
and affiftance of this blefled fpirit to improve
our nazural faculties, to fix our attention, to
open our eyes that we might underftand the
fcriptures, and to reprefent the truths of reve-
lation, in fuch a juft and powerful light to our
fouls, as that they may ftrike and pierce the
heart, and fubdue it to the obedience of faith.
Such kind of affiftances feem generally neceffary
for the great purpofes of practical religion ;
fuch, I think, Gop hath promifed in his word,
and fuch he will not withhold from thofe who
diligently and earneftly feek them.

BuT as, on the one hand, we fhould do due
honour to fupernatural affiftances, fo on the
other, we fhould beware of running into the
enthufialtic abfurdity of new lights and blind
impulfes,-as though the aids of the fpirit were
intended to fuperfede the neceffity of the writ-

_ten word, or to give new and contrary reve-
lations, to thofe which are already given in the
fcriptures of truth., Where the authority of
the word is laid afide, this light within muft

4 Numb. xiv. 4.
prove
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prove a blind guide, and a wild delufive in-
fatuation. The word of Gop is the only
complete and perfe& rule of religious truth and
obedience, By this, if we would not be de-
ceived and deluded, we muft try not only our
own f{pirits, and thofe of others, but allo all
the inward motions and impulfes, which are
apt to pafs themfelves unexamined upon per-
fons of pious difpofitions, ftrong imaginations,
and weak underftandings, as the operations of
the fpirit of Gop. We muft #0 the law, and to
the teflimony s for, if they [peak nmot according to
thefe, they are ftrong delufions, and lying ima-
ginations, which have no light of truth in
them °,

THE office of the holy fpirit in this refpe&,
fo far as I underftand it, is neither to give new
powers or faculties to the foul, nor yet to pre-
fent new obje&s of faith before it, but only to
fhed a greater degree of light on the objeits of
faith already revealed, to fix the attention of
the foul upon thefe objeéts, and to ftrengthen
and improve its natural faculties. The diffe-
rence between the knowledge of a regenerate

- and unregenerate man, does not feem to con-
fit in this, that the former underftands any
propofition or do&rine of fcripture in a diffe-
rent fenfe from the latter ; but that he has a
more clear, lively, realizing, and pra&ical fenfe
of the fame truths. Any two men, of found
faculties, who believe the truth of fcripture,
muft be perfuaded in general of the omnifcience
and the omniprefence of Gop from the hug-
dred and thirty-ninth pfalm, and of a future

. ¢ Ifaiah viii. 20,
- Vour. L, T judgment
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judgment from the twenty-fifth chapter of St.
Matthew’s gofpel. But in how different a
manner do thefe great truths ftrike and affe&t
different perfons ? In the wicked they are only
vague, ineffeGtual notions, floating in the
head; they believe them as truths in which
they have no intereft or concern, and which,
therefore, can have no power or influence
upon their temper or condu& : In fincere be- -
‘lievers, they are firm perfuafions, fettled in the
heart, efficacioufly influencing the will, and
governing the life and converfation. Itis the
charaQer of that faith, which is the gift of
Gobp, and of the operation of his fpirit, that
it begets a confident expedtation of things hoped
~ Jor, and a powerful conviction of things not feen ;
st gives fuch a prefent being and reality to ita
future and invifible objetts, as not omly con-
vinces the believer of their certainty, but en-
gages him to a&t according to fuch convi&ion,
to a&t as feeing him who is invifible, and baving
vefpelt unto the recompence of the rewardf. And,
in truth, we can never be faid to pay the ho-
mage of faith unto Gob, until our faith ap-
fwers the end for which the things to bebelieved
were revealed ; 7. ¢. until we comply with, and
fubmit to the revelation of Gop, according te
its true intent and purpofe, which is certainly a
correfpondent obedience ; and therefore it is
termed by the apoftles, the obedience of faith,
or that faith, &c.s« Now I take it to be the
peculiar office and province of the holy fpirit,
to beget and cherith this kind of faith in the
hearts of men, while they read and hear the

f Heb. xi. 26, 27, s Rom. i. 5.
word ;
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word ; and therefore, while we are thus em-
ployed, it is our duty to feek unto Gop, by
humble and earneft prayer, for this blefled in-
fluence.

6thly. WE fhould read the fcriptures with
ferious felf-application. The fcriptures were
written for our learning ; that we might believe on
the fon of Gob, and have life through his name 5
that we might not fin; that we might be warned
by them, and have patience, comfort and hope from
them. They were given by infpiration of Gop
(fir holy men of GOD [poke them, as they were
moved by the Holy Ghofi) and are profitable for
dofiriney reproof correflion, inflruction in righ-
teoufnefs.« They are given for a lamp to our feet,
and a light to our paths, and we are to take heed
to2hem, as a light fbining in a dark place till an
eternal day dawns upon us. Bothold and young
are to cleanfe and diret their ways, by taking heed
thereunto, according to Goo’s word. It is not
only the food and phyfic, but alfo the mirror of
the foul. We are to lok fledfaftly into this per-
Ject lw of liberty, and contemplate ourfelves
in it, as @ man bebolds his natural face in a
glafs, that by this means we may difcover the
-features, complexion and prevailing temper of
our fouls; cleanfe every fpot and ftain of pollu-
tion which might tarnifh their moral beauty;
deck and adorn them with the ornaments of
virtue and holinefs, and fo learn to order qur
converfation aright®, Now for thefe impor-
tant purpofes the f{criptures are given to all

* Rom. xv. 4. John xx. 31. 1 John ii, 1. Pfalm
xix. 11. 2 Tim. iii. 16, 2 Peter i. 19, 21. Pfalm
cxix. 9, 105, James i. 23, 25.

T 2 without
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without exception. Divine wifdom crieth
and lifteth up her voice unto all, unte you, O
men, doth fbe cally, and ber woice is direied unto
the foms of men, without diftin&tion!. Every
man and woman' unto whom the word of this
grace cometh, hath a perfonal intereft and
concern in it. Gobp hath publithed his law
and covenant for the ufe of all men, and every
human creature unto whom they are promul- .
gated, ought to confider himfelf as having as
much intereft and concern in this divine reve-
lation, as any other human creature. Every
individual of the human fpecies fhould confider
the Pible as a law and rule of life directed to
himfelf in particular, by the father of his
fpirit, his fovereign lord and judge. Now this
view of the matter, will naturally engage us,
not only to a conftant and attentive perufal of
the holy fcripture, as the touchftone of our
condudt, and the model of our lives; but will
alfo teach us to fearch and ftudy it, with a
peculiar felf-application, to confider all its
gener:] promifes, offers, threats and precepts,
as directed to us in particular, -and to apply and
improve them accordingly. A man who reads
the holy fcriptures, under this convi&ion,
1eads them for himfelf, and not for others ; he
applies them dire&tly to himfelf, and makes his
own pradtical improvement, the great aim and
“defign of his fearching the fcriptures. And,
indeed, we can never hope to reap any real
benefit or fpiritual improvement from reading
the fcriptures, unlefs we do it with fome mea-
fure of attention and felf-application, laying

! Prov. viii, 1, 4.
our
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our hearts open to its genuine impreffions, and
fubmitting our lives and tempers to be corrected
and regulated by its facred precepts. '
7thly. AND to conclude. As the great end
of our knowledge is praltice, fo we fhould
read the fcriptures with holy refolutions and
honeft endeavours of performing the will of -
Gob, there revealed. If ye know thefe things,
fays Chrift to his difciples, happy are ye if ye do
them®. We know the fate of thofe, who know
their mafler’s will, and yet prepared not themfelves,
neither did according to his willy they fhall be beaten
with many firipes!. We have abundant proofs
not only of the folly, but of the guilt and
danger of an uofruitful knowledge of divine
things®. It is not thofe who read or hear
Gop’s word, but thofe who 4eep it, who fhall
be truly bleflfed».  Chrift is the author of eter-
nal falvation, only to thofe who obey him°. And
thafe who obey nat bis gofpel, whatever knowledge
they may boatt, fball be punifbed with everlafling
defiruttion from the prefence of the Lorp, and
from the glory of his power?, Not the readers
or bearers of the law are juft before Gop, but
the doers of the law fhall be juftifieds. We are
commanded to be doers of the word, and not
hearers only, deceiving our ownfelves. 1t is he
who Jooketh into the perfect law of liberty,
and continueth therein, who is not a forgesful

k John xiii. 17. ! Luke xii. 47,
m Matth. vii. 21, 27. Luke vi. 46. xiii. 2, 28.
Matth. xi. 2z0—~24. John iii. 19. 1 Cor. xiii, 1,
" 3. 2 Peterii. zo, z1. ® Luke xi. 28.
° Heb. v. g. P 2 Thefl. i. g.
9 Rom, ii. 13

T3 bearer,
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bearer, but a doer of the work: It is this man
only that fhall be blefled in his deed*. The
feed in the parable, which fell in the good
ground, fignifies they who, in an honeft and
good beart, having read or heard the word, keep -
it, and bring forth the frusts of repentance and
rightcoufnefs, with patience®. The word of
Gobp contains not only a promife but a law,
and it is abfolutely neceflary that we obey the
latter, as ever we hope to inberit the former.
That was a noble and neceffary refolution en-
tered into by the Jfraelites, when Mofes read the
book of the covenant in their audience: Al
2hat the LoRD hath (aid, fay they, will we do,
and be obedientt. ‘'This therefore thould be our
conftant refolution and endeavour when we
read the fcriptures, namely, to reduce them to
prefent and future praltice, to ufe them as our
daily counfellors and inftruétors, and to take
daily leflons of duty, comfort and fupport .
from them. ‘The fhield of faith and the fword
of the fpirit, are pieces of Chriftian armour, of
which we will have conftant need in our
Chriftian warfare, and with which we may
. effectually repel all the fiery darts of the wicked
one. The word of Gop is the beft defence
in the time of trial and temptation, the beft’
comforter in the time of affliGion, and the
nobleft cordial at the hour of death. That
was a wife and ufeful advice given by the royal
preacher®.  Bind the commandment continually
upon thine heart, and tie it about thy neck. When
thou goefly it will lead thee ; when thou fleepeft,

* Jamesi, 22—25, ¢ Luke viii. 15.
¢ Exod. xxiv. 7, v Prov. vi. 21, 22.

it
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it fhall keep thee ; and when thou wakefl, it fball
talk with thee.

THus have I fhewed you, at fufficient
fength, the excellency of the holy fcriptures,
as a motive to the duty of fearching them,
enjoined in the text, and alfo endeavoured to
point out the warrant which all have for per-
forming this duty, and the beft method of dif-
charging it. It only now remains that I fhould
make fome fpecial application of the whole ar-

ument ; but this muft be referved for a feparate
(X
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A praitical application of the foregoing
fubjeét.

Y

2 PeT.ii. 1, 2. JupEiii. 2 Cor. iv. 4.

There fhall be falfe teachers among you, who
privily fhall bring in damnable berefies, even
denying the Lord that bought them, and bring
upon themfelves fwift defiruction. And many
Jhall follow thesr pernicious ways, by reafom of
whom the way of truth fhall be evil fpoken of —
It was therefore needful for me to write unto you,
and exhort you that ye fbould earneflly contend for
the faith which was once delivered unto the
Jaints—But if our gofpel is hidy it is bid te
them that are loff.

Y defign in this difcourfe being only to
make fome fpecial application of the
foregoing fubje&, thefe fcriptures, which I
have prefixed to it, are not to be confidered as
its text or theme, properly fpeakipg; but
: xather
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rather as a motto, which has at leaft a remote
" coincidence with the general fubje®. With-
out therefore entering into an examination of
the particular meaning or defign of thefe texts of
fcripture, in their refpe&tive conne&ions, I
fhall proceed dire&ly to the particular appli-
cation of the argument for the truth’of Chrif-
tianity.

1ft. To unbelievers, or deifts.

2dly. To the young and rifing generation,
who, although not yet tainted with loofe prin-
ciples, may be in danger of falling into the
fafhionable fcepticifm of the age. And,

3dly. To profefled Chriftians, whofe reli-
gious principles are fixed upon a rational con-
vi&tion of thetruth of Chriftianity. And,

Ift. I wourp addrefs myfelf to avowed un-
believers or deifts, and if I might obtain a
hearing from fuch, I would beg leave to enquire
in the

1ft place, THE cui beno of their argument
againft the Chriftian religion? It is certainly
the part of a wife man to propofe to himfelf
fome end or defign in all his aétions, and to
regulate his zeal and induftry in all his purfuits
by the importance of the end which he propofes.
It is the mark of a wrong and diftempered mind
to be zealous in the purfuit either of trifles or
uncertainties. We juftly fufpeét the foundnefs
of that emperor’s intelle&ts who employed an
hour or two of every day in catching flies, and
we would rightly pronounce a man fit for Bed-
lam, who would employ his whole time, ftudy
and fubftance in queft of the philofopher’s
flone or perpetual motion. When therefore,

we
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we fee a number of men, who arrogate te
themfelves the charadter of rational enquirers
after truth, fo zealoufly employed in difcre-
diting the Chriftian religion, w{:ich has pre-
vailed in the world for eighteen centuries, and
flood the teft and fcrutiny of fo many ages:
When we fee them employing all the engines
of learning, argument, wit, banter, ridicule,
and calumny againft it, we muft either con-
clude, that they are a little wrong-headed ; or
that, having difcovered fome great cheat or
evil in Chriftianity itfelf, they mean to dif=
credit it for the moft important purpofes.

ArL who have enlarged and extenfive views
of human nature, muft be convinced that re-
ligion is connatural to the human mind. Itis
generally agreed, that religion is the prime
chara&rriftic of humanity; and that man
fhould rather be denominated a religious, than
a rational animal. Many of our fellow ani-
mals feem to be endued with fomething like
reafon, but none that we know of on this ter-
‘raqueous globe, man excepted, feems to have
any capacity for religion; and this capacity
and propenfion is fo common to the human
race, that no nation has yet been difcovered
without fome veftiges of 1t. Men will have
fome religion or other; infomuch that when
they are in the dark, as to its true obje&, ra-
ther than baulk their religious propenfions,
they pay their devotions to the brute creation,
or worfhip gods of their own manufa&ture,
This, to me, affords a ftrong prefumption that
man was made for religion, and that he who
made him for his fervice and enjoyment, has

implanted
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implanted this capacity and thefe propenfions

in the very frame of his nature. |
Anp if we ftill extend this enquiry, we will
find that religion is not more natural to man,
than it is neceflary, perhaps to the being, at
leaft to the good and well-being of fociety.
It is evident, at leaft, that the wifeft and beft
of men have been of this opinion in all ages.
Hence, we find, that it has been the principal
concern of law-givers and philofophers, to efta-
blith fome  form or other of religion in their
refpective kingdoms and common-wealths.
They -faw the neceflity of virtue and public
fa.. - to the very being of fociety, and could
not help feeing that thefe never could be fecured
without the aids of religion: For indeed, fet
afide religion, fet afide the belief of an invi-
fible power, who is the moral governor of the
world, the witnefs and judge, the rewarder
and punifther of men’s altions, and what is
there left to bind men’s confciences, to reftrain
their paffions and appetites, and to oblige them
to a rational and virtuous condu&t? What
can the wifeft and beft human laws effe&,
where there is no reverence of an oath, and
what but religion, a fenfe of a ruling provi-
dence, and a firm perfuafion of a future ftate
of rewards and punifthments can give validity to
an oath, which is the greateft engine of human
government, and the very hinge on which it
turns ? For upon what is the folemnity of an
oath founded, if it be not upon the firm belief
of a fovereign invifible power, which is the
‘prefent witnefs of all our a&ions, and who
can and will reward veracity, and punith falfe-
hood? And what fecurity could fociety hafve
or
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for its beft interefts, nay, how can we fuppofe
it to fubfift or hang together, without the reli-
gion of an oath. ‘

IF therefore it be evident to a demonftration,
that the Chriftian religion, of all others, is the
moft friendly to the interefts of fociety and
human government; not only as it fixes the
folemnity of an oath, upon the firmeft bottom,
the firm belief of an invifible, omniprefent,
omnifcient, moral governor of the world, the
the accountablenefs of moral aéions, a final
impartial judgment, and an endlefs ftate of
retribution according to the deeds done in the
body ; butalfo as it inculcates univerfal bene-
volence, purity, honefty and integrity of cha-
rater and condu&, under the fevereft penal-

* ties, and by the profpe& of the higheft rewards ;
and recommends, in a particular manner, all
due honour, fubmiffion and obedience to the
lawful ruling powers of this world : I fay, if
it be evident to a demonftration, as doubtlefs
it is, that this is the peculiar genius, tendency,
and defign of the Chriftian religion, then it
will follow, that thofe who wantonly endea-
vour to unfettle mens minds in the belief of
this religion, to ridicule its doQrines, weaken
its obligations, enervate its penalties and fanc-
tions, and bring its authority into contempt
and difcredit in the world, are in reality, how
little foever they may defign it, enemics to
civil fociety. 1 do indeed charitably believe
that the generality of our deifts are not appre-
henfive of this, and that they intend no fuch
thing, and yet T think it manifeft that their
principles and conduét have a dire& tendency to
this end.

For,
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For, to be ferious, what can unbelievers
defign by their writings and arguments againft
Chriftianity, but its utter extirpation out of
the world? And fuppofing their arguments and
raillery had their defired effe®; Juppofe they
could profelyte all Chriftendom to the prin-
ciples of fcepticifm and infidelity in one day,
what would be the probable confequence i De

ou really believe in your confciences, that the
inhabitants of Chriflendom would be better men,
- better fubjeéts, better members of fociety ; that
they would be more pure, peaceable, chafte,
honeft, virtuous and induftrious, if they were
all infidels ; or, that in this cafe, the interefts
of fociety would be more promoted ; public
peace and order better maintained ; trade, com.
merce, arts, fciences and manufactures flourifk
more than they do at prefent? Are you really
perfuaded in your own minds, that, if the
Chriftian Bible were difcarded, and Mr. Hobbes’s
principles, or thofe of the firft philofophy,
adapted in its place, the Chriftian world woul¢
be the better for the change? I believe that
you are not, and if fo, you act as the inten-
tional enmemies of human fociety, by endea.
vouring to fink the credit and invalidate the
authority of the Chriftian religion.

BuT that I may a little farther trace the pro-
bable confequences of fuch an innovation a
you propofe! What, if by endeavouring to
bring back thbe Chriftian world to the religior.
of nature, you fhould reduce the greateft
.number of them to univerfal fcepticiim, or
abfolute atheifm, and by bringing off their
minds from the principles of Chriftianity, you
thould leave them without any kind of reli-

‘ giow
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gious prineiple at all? This confequence muft
furely be extremely fhocking to every fober
mind, and yet is it not to be apprehended ?
k it not to be feared? When thinking men
come once to be perfuaded of the falfehood
and impofture of religion, which has been held
facred and divine, not only by the multitude,
Jut by the wifeft and beft men of all ages, the
ruth and divinity of which is fo plaufibly re-
¢ommended, not to fay powerfully, demon-
rated, by a multitude both of external and
:nternal proofs, fupported.by the current of
antiquity, hated by the vicious and profane,
ind loved and approved by the wife, the vir-
'uous, and the good. I fay, when thinking
men are once brought to regard fuch a religion
1s an impofture, are they not like to doubt the
iruth of religion in general, and either ftick in
the mud of upiverfal fcepticifm, or fall into the
fink of atheifm itfelf? I could with that
experience itfelf did not come in to the aid of
this fufpicion, and that there were not too
many living examples of men, who having
abandoned the principles of Chriftianity, have
flfo with them loft all fenfe of moral obliga-
ion, and renounced almoft every principle of
natural religion! But there is ftill a farther
ronfequence to be apprehended from fuch an
innovation. As the more thinking part of
men would be in danger of falling into uni-
verfal fcepticifm; or, which is but a ftep
ower, into Epicurean atheifm, the more vulgar
and ignorant herd of mankind would be in
equal danger of falling gradually into the
rofleft idolatry and fuperftition. It has been
efore obferved, that mankind are naturally

! 1 prone
[}
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prone to religion, and it may here be added,
that none are more liable to its impreflions than
the more plain and fimple part of the fpecies,
who lead a country life, follow ruftic employ-
ments, and have the grand and majeftic fcenes
of nature continually before them: Thefe
having the great machinery of the univerfe
always under their eye, and having but few
avocations from the contemplation of it, by
the giddy pleafures, hurry and intrigue of
active life, and having their minds thereby
filled with folemn thoughts of that great and
invifible power which aétuates the whole, form
the moft religious and devout, although per-
haps the moft fuperftitious part of every nation.
Now let us fuppofe, for once, that the light
of Chriftianity was wholly extin& in Chrif-
tendom, and what would be the probable con-
fequence with regard to this party of men?
It is evident, that their natural propenfity to
religion would ftill remain. The pure religion
of nature would be found too fubtile and ab~ |
ftracted for their groffer minds, and therefore,
having no fure guide to their thoughts, no
leader of their devotions, no ftated folemn
worfhip for their religious inftruion, and to
keep alive the principles of monotheifm, and of a
fpiritual fervice in their fouls, they muft of
courfe gradually fink into the grofleft ignorance,
fuperfhition and idolatry, and return to the
deteftible and ridiculous polytheifm of ancient
Egypt, Greece and Rome; and the fabulous age
of nymphs, fatyrs, genii, heroes, idolatrous
prie({s and inhuman facrifices, would in all
probability return again,

Anp
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AND now, let me afk a fober and intelligene
deift, what he would think of this new face of
things in Chriflendom? Whether he would
really think it preferable to that which at
prefent obtains? Or, whether he can, in his
confcience, approve the condu& of thofe who
purfue fuch meafures, which feem, at leaft, to
have a remote and probable tendency to pro-
duce fuch a change and fuch confequences ?
However imperfect and ineffeCtual the Chriftian
difpenfation may be fuppofed to be, and what-
. ever errors, fuperftitions and failures in cha-
ralter and condud®, may atually prevail in
Chriflendom, yet I imagine, no fober and candid
deift would prefer the religious ftate of ancient
Egypt, Greece, Rome, or Britains to that of mo-
dern Chriflendom. What then muft we think
can be the view or defign of thofe who ufe
their utmoft endeavours to extirpate the Chrif-
tian religion, which, even by their own con-
ceflions, muft be allowed to be one of the beft
popular religions, which ever prevailed in the
world ? But,

2dly. If the proje&t of infidels fhould take,
if Chriftianity were fairly extinguithed, What
religion is it you propofe to fubftitute in its
place? Surely it is not your defign to extirpate
religion of every kind and under every form?
Such an attempt would be no lefs wicked than
vain and abfurd! Religion is too facred, ve-
nerable and neceflary a thing in itfelf, and has
too deep a hold, and too powerful an advocate
in the human breaft, to be wholly banifhed
from the earth ; and if it could, it is eafy to
fee that the confequences of fuch a revolution
would prove deftructive of fociety, and fatal ;o

the
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the human race. Charity therefore would
ftrongly incline one to think, that the defign
of our deifts, in their attacks upon Chriftianity,
is hot the total extifpation of religion, but
only its reformation ; or to fubftitute a true and
efficacious religion, in the place of one which
is falfe and ineffetual. Such a defign is no
doubt truly noble and excellént in itfelf, and
could, the deifts accomplifh it, to the general
fatisfattion of mankind, they would doubtlefs
meet with all due encouragement, and approve
themfelves the friends and benefallors of theirf
fpecies ! But naw, in order to this, they muft
firft pave the way by proving the Chriftian re-
ligion to be falfe and abfurd, and then exhibit
in its ftead, one fourided on better authority,
more clear, confiftent and authentic, ard bet-.
ter adapted to the ufe, capacity and moral im-
provement of mankird in general. But now,
has either of thefe been actually done by the
enemies of Chriftianity? Has any of the nu-
merous advocates of infidelity proved, in a
rational and fatisfactory manner, either that
Jefus Chrift never exifted, or that the religion
~ which he taught proceeded either from im-
pofture or enthufiafm ? Has it been yet made
evident, either that Chrift wrought no real
miracles, or that his miracles were inadequate
proofs of his divine miffion, or that the doc-
trines and precepts which he taught are un-
worthy of Gop to reveal, or inconfiftent
with each other, or abfurd and pernicious in
themfelves ?

Ir the dedts have fufficient vouchers; either
from reafon or tradition, to prove the fallfehood
or abfurdity of the Chriftian religion, why do

Vor. L. U ‘they
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they not produce them, and fo put an end td
the difpute? We bave feen indeed abundance
of doubts, obje@ions and cavils raifed againfk
the Chriftian religion, and againft what reli-
gion have they not been raifed ? But nothing
fatisfaory and decifive has been yet offered
againft the great fundamental falls, upon which
the weight of its truth and divine original is
refted | Why then are not thefe firm and ftately
columns fairly removed, and then it will fall of
itfelf to the ground, and all the power and
cunning of priefts and politicians, will never
be able to prop it up?

IF unbelievers have a ftrong body of referve,
as they would fometimes infinuate in their
writings, if they have ftronger reafons to pro-
duce for their infidelity, than any they have
yet offered, why do they not now bring them
upon the field, in aid of their fhattered forces ?
Surely there never was a more favourable op-

ortunity than the prefent age affords, for
&ewing their whole ftrength. The prefs is
under no kind of awe or reftraint, and the
world feems ready to hear any thing they car
fay in defence of their caufe. We live in a
free-thinking and free-fpeaking age. No man is
perfecuted for his religious opinions, and furely
never had free enquiry a fairer fcope for its ex<
curfions than at prefent. Why then do not the
deifts of the age, fcize the favourable oppor-
tunity, and give Chriftianity that fatal blow
which bas fo long been meditated and threat-
ned againft it? Andif, upon the whole, they
find their power inadequate to the attempt,
why do they not candidly and ingenuoufly give
up the caufe which they cannot maintain, and
- ceafe



SERMON VI 3g¢
teafe to perplex the minds of their fellow-
treatures with vain sfopbifm': and equivocal,
ineffectual reafonings ¢
_ But fuppofing you had overthrown thé
. Chriftian religion, what have you offered bet+
ter to fubftitute in its place? Although wits,
authors, courtiers and philofophers may live
contented without any popular religion at all;
or may feed themfelves unto fatiety on the thin,
unfubftantial diet of their own airy notions,
and fine-fpun fyftems of philofophical fpecula-
tions ; yet the bulk of mankind can neither
underftand fuch a religion, nor be contented
with it? It might be thought therefore, thaf
thefe reformers of the world and advocates for
truth, would not leave the multitude without
a guide; but that, out of their great benevox -
lence, they would draw up a fyftem of reli-
gion, level to the capacities of the many, and
far preferable, in every refpe, to the Cheifa
tian fyftem. But in which of the deiftical
writers is this fyftem to be found ! Muft man-
kind be delivered from the fuperftition and
fanaticifm of Chriftianity, only that they ma
be left a prey to ignorance, and expofed to f’ti{;
more grofs fuperftition or moré furious enthu-
fiafm? Is it really better, upon the whole,
_ that men fhould be ignorant- heathens than
fuperftitious Chriftians? If not, why do not
thefe lights of the .world fet up a beacon to
dire@® their wandering fellow-travellers in the
true way to virtue and happinefs? Why have
we not fome book publithed with fome fuch
title as this, ¢¢ The true fyfleni of pure and un-
<< corrupt natural religion, adaptedto the capacities
¢ of all ages, men'cmzllJ nations, and deminfirated
- . 2 € zo
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<< to bethe perfelt law and truth of Gon.” Suck
a book as this, anfwering its title, and recom-,
mended to the world by proper authority, would
doubtlefs be of great fervice to fettle men’s reli-
gious principles, to unite them in the fame creed,
to guard them againft the fooleries of fuperfition
on one hand, and the extravagancies of fanaticifm
and myflicifm on the other. And, oh, what a
happy world would it be, when all men would
be of one faith, of one heart, and of one praétice !
But where can we meet with any thing of this

kind, in the writings of our modern deifts ?
THE heathen philofophers of old, wrote
compleat fyftems of natural religion for the
reformation and direétion of mankind. Plato,
Seneca, Epicletus, Tullyy, M. Antoninus and
many others, have obliged the world with ex-.
cellent works of this kind; but our prefent
theifts in general are wholly without fyftem,.
and moft of them without principle. Lord
Herbert deferves, perhaps, an exemption from
this charge. He feems to have been an honett,
confiftent theift. He has fome excellent prin-
ciples, and does not leave his readers wholly.
without a guide. He is indeed the prince of
the deiftical writers, whether we confider his
judgement, his piety, or his candour ; and there
1s little doubt but that he would have become a
fincere convert to Chriftianity had he lived in the
prefentenlightened age. Hobbes and Bolingbroke
have indeed fome principles, but they are the
principles of irreligion. A certain voluminous
foreign writer, who has excelled in moft kinds
of compofition, and whofe works would have
been the delight and admiration of every clafs
of readers, were it not for the rude and difin-.
genuous
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genuous ftritures upon Chriftianity with which
they every where abound, has confined the whole
of natural religion to that fingle precept; ¢ do 1o
<< others, as ye would that others fhould do to you.”
With what propriety and juftice let reafon
itfelf determine. In a word, the great defign
of our modern deifts feems to be, the extirpa~
tion of Chriftianity, without the leaft attempt
to fubftitute any other, much lefs any better
religion in its place. The religion of Plato
and that of Chrift are treated with equal con-
tempt, and one cannot eafily conjecture what
principles or’ what fyftem thefe men would
have us to adapt. Not their own furely, for
they feem to have none, Naot thofe of others,
for thefe they generally condemn in the lump.
What follows then, but that we muft be all
atheifts ? .
Nor fo, fays the unbeliever, we recommend
ou to no human fyftems or opinions. Thefe are
all either defeftive, corrupt, unintelligible or
obfcure, Follow the pure light of nature,
that eternal law written by the finger of the
deity on your heart, and you can never err
under the dire&ion of fuch an infallible guide.
You look for fyftems and revelations; you
have one; the moft perfe& and luminous, if
you would but look into your heart, and read
it there !—And here there is fhuffled promif-
cuoufly before us a number of hard names
and vague, indeterminate phrafes, which, as
they are ufed by the ge:nerarity~ of the deiftical
writers, are full as unintelligible, as the moft
profound and uncouth terms of the myftic
divines, Behmen himfelf not excepted ; fuch as
law of nature, light of nature, eternal law of
- Ug ' reafon,
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reafony light of reafon, reafon of things, right ang
t in temper and condu&, ideas of moral excel-
lence, and thelike. Thefe terms, notvery clear
in themfelves, and eflentially different in theig
recife meaning and fignification, the deifts
ﬂave either artfully or inadvertently confounded
together, and ufed them as nearly fynonimous
terms, thus raifing a duft before the ignorant,
- and giving a vain and empty, though a taking
and infinuating pomp-to their ftile and argu-
ments. But now when we come to define
thefe phrafes, and feverely to examine their
:jneiniixg and extent, we are ftill much in the
ark,

THE law of nature when applied to 2 mora]
fubje&t, and confined to man, feems to fignify
no more than a fyftem of moral truths and du-
ties, within the reach of human knowledge
arifing from the relations, connetions, an
dependencies which fubfift between man and the
reft of the moral world. This law of nature
15, to be fure, very clear and intelligible in
itfelf, and a moft noble and perfe& rule of hu-
man conduct; it being that very nature and
reafon of things, fo often mentioned by moral
writers. But then the queftion is, has every
individual of the human race a clear, compre-
henfive knowledge of this natural law? Is it
" wrote upon the hearts of all men, in fuch plain
and legible charadlers, that no man can miftake
or be ignorant of any of its effential truths or
important fan&ions ? Are all men félf-inftru&ted
init; or, at leaft, may every man by fuch an
. ufe of his powers, (as is confiftent with the ge-
‘neral indolence of mankind, and the various
avocaticns of this life,) eafily and certainly ob-

tain the knowledge of it? '
Tux
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. 'Tue queftion is not, whether the know-
Jedge of this law, inits juft extent, isabfolutely
attainable by man? Or whether a few men,
like Socrates, may have adtually attained it, by
‘a rare felicity of natural genius, and an indefa-
tigable exercife of their rational powers, in the
fearch of moral truth? But whether mankind
in general haye, or may do the fame? For if
this be not allowed, it can never be that plain,
perfe&t, ealy, univerfal and adequate rule of mo-
ral conduét which deifts cry it up to be.

THE law of nature, is in itfelf a perfe&t, fix-
ed, invariable thing; whereas, in truth, as it
affe&ts individuals, it is only a perfonal and rela-
tive thing, proportioned to the various capaci=
ties, attention, or inftruion of men. So that
there is a wide difference between the law of
nature, confidered as a fyftem of knowable
truths, and the /ight of nature, or that particu-
lar pertion of moral truths and duties, which
every individual can find out for himfelf, asthe
rule of his duty..

Now it is quite unfair, if not ridiculous, to
preach up this law of nature as an all perfect
and all fufficient rule of moral and religious
condut for men, unlefs it could be proved that
all men have an adequate knowledge of it. But
univerfal experience feems to contradi¢t this:
For we find that mankind do not poflefs the
knowledge of this law of nature, as an uni-
verfal inftinét ; but that they gradually acquire
it by obfervation, inftru&ion, and the painful
and laborious exercife of their rational powers.
The more ignorant and barbarous any people
is, thelefs perfe&t notices they feem to have of
this law, and fome nations there are, in whom

' Uy thg
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the traces of it feem almoft wholly obliterated.
Nay not only do mankind differ widely in the
degrees of their knowledge of this fuppofed in-
nate {cience; but what is yet more obfervable,
they feem to differ in their notions about this
law itfelf, of which any one may be quickly
convinced, by confidering the diametrically op-
pofite cuftoms, laws and pratices of different
barbarous nations ; which, as they are all fup-
pofed to be founded upon this law of nature,
would be in a great meafure uniform, if this
law appeared in the fame light and under the
fame view to all. .

Now I cannot fee how the neceflity or expe~
diency of a divine revelation, can be fuperfeded
by this natural law, otherwife than by fuppo-
fing every individual man endued with the
knowledge of it, in a perfe& and adequate
manner: For if men may be, and generally are,
ignorant of the principles of this natural law,
to all the intents and purpofes of regulating
their moral condu&, I fee not what perfeian
or univerfality it can claim, abgve any written
revelation,

LeT it here be obferved once for all, that I
am far from denying either the being or excel-
lency of the law of nature, or the univerfality
of its influence, in fome meafure, upon the mo-
ral condu@ of men. But the queftion is, whe-
ther all men have fuch a knowledge of its
precepts and fanctions, as renders any farther
and clearer revelations of Gobp’s will either
abfurd, impoffible, or unneceflary for the great
purpofes of morality and religion: For if this
cannot be granted, the law of nature, or the
lizht of reafon, may be ftill an excellent, ufcfuc}

an

Y
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and neceflary gift of Heaven; and yet any far<
‘ther revelation' of Gop’s will very neceflary
and expedient at the fame time ; for thefe being
both the gifts of the fame kind and beneficent
Gep, they muft needs have a confiftency and
agreement between themfclves.

From the whole therefore it appears, that

to extirpate the Chriftian religion, upon a pre-
tence that the law of nature, as now generally
apprehended and underftood by mankind, is
fufficient for all the purpofes of morality and
religion, would be a rath and injurious attempt.
To leave every man te find out this law for
himfelf, would be juft to leave the world as it .
is :—Nay it would be worfe; it would be to
throw back Cbhriflendom into its ancient ftate of 4
ignorance and idolatry : Suppofe it poffible for
one of thefe apoftles of infidelity fo fpeak to the -
whole world of mankind at once, and to exhort
them, as one man, to burn all their books of mo-
rality and religion, which were only calculated:
to miflead them in their enquiries after truth, and
to corrupt their minds with errors and pre-
judices, andto apply themfelves wholly for the
future to the ftudy of this law of nature, writ-
ten on their hearts. And fuppofe all mankind
willing to obey this exhortation. How long do
you imagine would the world adhere to this
pure and fimple law of naturc ? How foon would
they betake themfelves to the polytheifmand
idolatry of the ancient Egyptians; and apply
themfelves to the worthip of every elementand
creature from which they either received any
benefit, or feared any injury? In a word, what
nation or kindred of the earth, has ever yet

adopted this pure natural law for the fyftem of
. their
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their religion? A ftrong prefumption this, that
Gob did never intend it as the fole religion of
man! But you are not willing that mankind
thould be entirely left to find out this law of
pnature for themfelves. You would have a
fyftem of moral truths, deduced from the light
of nature,- drawn up for the inftruétion of men 3
and you would have publick le&ures of this firft
philofophy read to them at ftated periods, in
the manner prefcribed by the emperor Fulian,
But what man has reputation and authority
enough to impofe fuch a fyftem on mankind ?
‘Will you ftill leave room for free enquiry and
dcbate? If fo, no one conceiyable fyftem will
be found to anfwer the end. Every man will
embrace or reje&t your principles, as they agree
or difagree with his own notions. And whereas
men arc kept within fome bounds by a perfwa=
fion of that divine authority which accompanies
the fcriptures; no human authority, how great
and refpectable foever, will have any weight to
keep men fteady in their adherence to any hu-
man fyftem; feeing one man’s reafon may be
juftly deemed as good as another’s, and no one.
man can have a rightful power to impofe his
religious opinions on another man’s confcience.
Hence the confequence would be, that the al-
tercations of Philofophers would take place of
the difputes of divines; and the new religion
would load the world with equal coft, and much
greater inconveniencies than the old. If the
world therefore muft have a popular religion ;
and if Chriftianity is certainly the beft calcu-~
lated for a popular religion of any that can be
conceived, (laying wholly afide the argument
of its truth and divine authority,) thofe who

* would
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would wantonly and tboughtlefly attempt ta
extirpate it out of the world, ought certainly ta
be confidered as the enemies of mankind. But

3dly. For all you know or can prove to the,
contrary, the Chriftian religion may ftill be
true and divine. Who has yet fuccefsfully
attempted to prove, either that there never was
any fuch perfon in the world as Chrift, or that
he was an impoftor, and his religion a fable?
The truth of Chriftianity has been often doubted
and difputed; but has it ever been fairly difs
preved ¢ Chriftianity has been loaded with many
a flander ; bug has it ever yet been conviéted
of falfbood and impafiure? Its doltrines have
been impeached and calumniated; but have the
foundations, upon which their truth is ground-
ed, been ever overthrown ? Isit o eafy a thing,
do you imagine, to prove this negative, that
Chriflianity is not a true religion? And yet one
would imagine that nothing but the ftrongeft
demonftration fhould be admitted againft a
religion, the authenticity of which is favoured
by a vaft number (at leaft) of plaufible argu-
ments ;—a religion which has fpread fo far,
and prevailed fo long in the world, againtt all
poffible oppofition ;—a religion which has been
embraced and approved by the wife and good
of every age; approved and embraced after the
fevereft fcrutiny, and moft candid examination,
and moft cordially approved and embraced by
the moft pious, virtuous, and good of heart.

But you fay, you have ferioufly and impar-
tially examined the merits of the caufe, and
weighed the arguments for and againit Chri-
ftianity, and upon the whole you can fee no
reafon to believe,
: Take .
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“TAKER care that you do not deceive yourfelf
in this matter. If I could be allowed to ufe
the words of an old Jewifth prophet upon this
occafion®; Iwould fay, that the buman heart is
deceitful above all things; and that men are as
often deceived by, and concerning themfelves,
as they are by and concerning others. Are
you certain that your mind has been, and is
free, impartial and difinterefted in this matter ?
Experience may convince us that we eafily be-
lieve that which we with to be true, and as
cafily doubt of, or difbelieve, that which we
with to be falfe. Are you certain that you
would be as well pleafed to be convicted of the
truth of the Chriftian religion, as of its falthood
and impofture? If not, your mind is not in a
proper frame for judging, you prejudge the
caufe, and are under the power of a prejudice,
which will keep your eyes fhut againft the pro-
per degree of evidence. Permit me therefore
to afk you ferioufly the following queftions.

1ft. HAve you read the apologies for Chrifti-
anity, with the fame temper, opennefs of mind,
and defire of conviction, as you have the wri=
tings of infidels againft it > When you have met
with any confiderable objeftion againft the
Chriftian religion, either in the writings or
converfation of infidels, have you immediately
applied to the advocates of Chriftianity, to fee
what could be faid on the other fide of the
queftion ; and when you have not got fufficient
fatisfaCtion from one Chriftian apologift, have
you applied to another ? If you have not taken
this courfe, your infidelity is wholly unjuftifi-

a Jefem. xvii. g.
C able:
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able: You have not been a fair and impartial
enquirer after truth, and however exceptionable
Chriftianity may be in itfelf, yet it has not been
fo to you, upon rational principles.

2dly. Dip your firff and earlief prejudices
againft Chriftianity arife from an unbiafled dif-
like to the do&rines of Chriftianity as incredi-
ble, or toits laws as immoral ?—In other words,
did your prefent infidelity firft arife from a ra-
tional perfwafion of the incredibility of fcripture
do&rines, the impoffibility of fcripture miracles,
and the immorality of fcripture precepts? Or,
on the other hand, did you receive the firft
impreflions of infidelity from the ludicrous repre-
fentations of fceptical -witlings? /¢ is of great
importance to know, in what manner you received
the firft impreffions of fecepticijm.—Perhaps at pre~
fent you may imagine you have fome reafons
for your unbelief;, but were thefe reafons the
firft caufes and motives of it? If not, they are
greatly to be fufpected. For however a man
may change his opinions, yet the change muft
needs be wrong on his part, if it is not founded
on apparent reafon. Now it is evident that the
firft impreffions of infidelity may be made other~
wife than by rational convi&ion.

A young man, urged by the impetus of fome .
powerful luft, begins to judge hardly of thofe
Chriftian precepts and obligations, which for-
bid its gratification. While under this conflict
between luft and fcripture principles, he unbo-
foms himfelf to alibertine, his intimate acquaint-
ance, who laughs at his fcrupulous confcience,
infinuates that our natural defires and inclina--
tions ought to be gratified, that religion is only
an engine of human invention, and givesbhixlx‘x

- a book:

\
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a book wilch inculcates the free indulgence of
all the natural appetites and defires. Theyoung
man greedily fucks in the poifon, thinks he
perceives a wonderful beauty and force in the
reafonings of the infidel, which coincide fo
exally with his own inclinations, and from
that moment begins to doubt of the truth and
reafonablenefs of Chriftianity, and daily ftrength -
ens himfelf in his infidelity, by ftudying the
deiftical writers.—In this cafe you fee, /uff, and
not reafon or convifiion, made the firft imprefs
fions of infidelity on the foul. .

AxoTHER has had a liberal education, and
has ferved an apprenticethip; he is of a fprightly
turn, a contradictious temper, a confiderablé
volubility of tongue, " has a tafte for fingularity,
and a talent for wrangling. At his firft en-
trance on the ftage of life, he meets with dei-
ftical books and loofe companions. Armed and
accoutred with a few deiftical fophifms, he tries
his ftrength on zcircle of weak and ignorant
Chriftians, pofes, and puts them to filence, -
and fo comes off én imaginary conqueror; The
pride of his heart, his tafte for fingularity, the
vanity infpired by one or two fuch conquefts,
operates imperceptably on his own mind, and
at length induces him to imagine that that caufe
muft needs be weak, which he fo eafily con-
troverts. Here then it is evident, that prrds
and a tafle for fingularityand contradiclion, made
the firlt impreflions of infidelity.

A THIRD has been baptized, and had, what
we call, a Chriftian education. He has grown
up without any doubts of the truth of his relis
gion, and equally ignorant of the great evidences

and principles on which its truth is founded.
He

¢
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He is very fober, regular and pious in his out-
ward deportment, of a modeft, bafthful naturey
and is, perhapsy areal enemy to all profanity.
Towards the noon of life, he falls into loofe
company, which is the great corrupter of prin-
ciples and manners. The gaity, good humoury
‘affability, and feeming friendfhip of thefe com+
panions, throw him off his guard. In this
chearful circle, the Chriftian religion, or fome
of its parts or appendages, is fet up as the mark
of ridicule, The young man is fhock’d, be-
gins to look ferious, and perhaps to exprefs his
difapprobation of fuch unmannerly freedoms
with matters which he has fo long held facred.
Upon this he is laugh’d at, and feverely rallied.
From raillery they proceed to argument, and
here he is eafily put to filence. He ftill fre-
quents this company, becomes gradually afha«
med of his religion, and at length becomes a
compleat adept in infidelity.—kere then the
firft impreflions are made by /bame and cowar-
dice, co-operating with a profound ignorance of'
the grourds and reafons of the Chriflian religicw.
I MIGHT here add that many feem to receive
the firft impreffions of infidelity from the moft
fenfele(s prejudices, fuch as the hypocrify of
fome Chriftian profeflors, the failings and il
lives of fome of the Chriftian clergy, the en-
“thufiafm and miftaken zeal of fome Chriftiansy
and the bigotry and fuperftition .of others, and
the like. Juft as if it werea fufficient proof
of the falthood of any religion, thatall its pro-
fefors did not well underftand it, or live up to
its facred dictates!
On the whole, therefore, if your unbelief
has taken its rife from any of thefe fources, and
not
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not from folid and rational convi&ion, it is'
wholly unjuftifiable, both at the bar of reafon,
and in the fight of Gop. .

3dly. ARE you able to prove to your own
fatisfaGtion, that Chrift was an impoftor, and
that his religion is a cunningly devifed fable ?
And are you really perfwaded, that on a death
bed, and in the near profpe&s of your diflolution,
you could freely fubfcribe to all that infidels
have faid and wrote to the difcredit of the fcrip-
tures, and of revealed religion? If you are not
thus certain in your infidelity, how dare you to
treat thefe venerable records with fo much info-
lence and contempt! What if the caufe you
are oppofing, with fo much zeal and virulepce,
fhould prove at laft to be the caufe of Gop !—
Surely then, until you have obtained a clear
demontftration of the falthood of Chriftianity,
you thould, at leaft, oppofe it with great mo-
defty and referve, left you fhould be found to
fight againft Gob.

ConsipeRr ferioufly what the confequences
muft be both to yourfelf and to the world, if
you fhould chance to be wrong in your infide-
lity.

);ﬂ:. To yourfelf. If Gopis indeed the au-
thor of the Chriftian religion, he has certainly
afforded fufficient evidences of its truth to all,
of every age, who will make the proper en-
quiry; for toimagine that Gop has given areve-
lation to the world, and yet left the evidences
of it equivocal and uncertain; fo that a fincere’
enquirer 2fter truth, afier ufing all due dili-
gence, migat {ill be left without fufficient rea-
fons for the belief it ; would ftill be a high impu-
tation on the wildom and goodnefs of Gop:

Efpecially -
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Efpecially if we refled, that the gofpel itfelf
contains feveral damnatory claufes againft thof¢
who do not believe it, when it is fairly pro<
pounded. o

THE author of the Chriftian religion has
repeatedly faid, be that believeth not, fhall be dam-
nedy—and that be who believeth not, is CONDEM=
NED already, BECAUSE HE HATH NOT BELIE-
VED in the name of the only begotten fon of Gop®.
And one of his chief apoftles has peremptorily
affirmed, that if the gofpel 'is hid, it is hid to
them that are lofl, and whofe mind Satan has
blinded with lufts and prejudices <,

Now, onthe fuppofition that this religion is
divine, its evidences muft needs be fully fuffi-
cient to convince every fober enquirer of its
truth and divinity; otherwife dammnation and
perdition would not be exprefly threatened againft
all who will not believe it. For if the eyiden=
ces of Chriftianity are either fo obfcure and zqui-
vocaly that after all due pains ufed, 2 than may
not fee them, or be convinced by them ; furely
it would be highly unjuft to pronounce dimna~
tion againft him, for not doing that which, to
him, may be impoffible.—And yet thus jt is
with the Chriftian religion: If it fhould happen
to be true, the unbeliever muft needs, by the-
very tenor and declaration of that religion, fall
under the hotteft difpleafure of Gon ! Think
then, for thy foul’s fake ; think but for a'mo-
ment, what thy cafe muft be, if this gofpel,
which thou now defpifeft, fhould at laft prove
té be the gofpel of the blefled Gop! Think

» Mark xvi, 16. John iii, 18.
c 2z Cor. iv. 3, 4. '

YVor. I, X whst
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what thy guilt muft be, in rejeing a revela~
tion, which Gob himfelf hath vouchfafed to
confirm by the moft illuftrious atteftations ;—
in refufing the teftimony which he has given of
his fon, and in pouring contempt on the richefk
inftance of his love and grace both to thyfelf,
.and to the world of mankind! Think that,
if this fhould indeed be the cafe, all the curfes
of that defpifed book, and particularly that——
< M that belicveth noty fhall be damned,” ftand
in full force againft thy immortal fpirit !~—Be-
fides; confider the additional guilt which lies
upon you, from your zealous, and, perhaps
too often fuccefsful attempts, to draw others
into the fame fnare! The feeds of infidelity,
which you are induftrioufly fowing both by your
tongue and pen, are like to grow and flourifh
abundantly in unwary hearts ; and in procefs
of time, to produce a plenteous crop in the
world ' If the gofpel is true, and the confe-
quences of men’s wicked ations are juftly
chargeable upon them ; what muft be the guile,
what the condemnation of thofe deiftical wri-
ters, who have, perhaps, been the means of
perverting thoufands from the right ways of Gob,
and leading them into the paths of error and
perdition! I tremble to make the inference,
and only pray thofe who are concerned, fe-
rioufly to lay it to heart!
2dly. ConsIDER the confequences of your
infidelity, - as they refpect and regard the world,
If Chriftianity fhould be indeed of divine origi-
nal: If itis an inftitution moft friendly to all
the interefts of virtue and civil fociety in the
world: If it contains the pureft and moft excel-
lent moral precep:s, and enforces them by the
: g aroft
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moft powerful motives and fan&ions which can
be poffibly imagined ; where can be the merit
of attempting to deftroy fo excellent an inftitu-
tion! Can you have any hopes of promoting
virtue and good order among your feliow crea-
tures, while you endeavour to fap the very
foundations of the Chriftian religion, which is
the ftrongeft fupport of virtue and good order
in the world ? If fociety will ever profper and
flourifh ; if mankind will ever be virtuous and
happy, it muft be by the exertion of fuch prin-
ciples, and the praftice of fuch precepts, asthe
Chriftian religion contains. What then can the
friends of virtue and fociety mean, by removing:
the moft powerful reftraints to vice and wicked-
 nefs? «If (as an excellent advocate for Chri~
¢¢ ftianity obferves on this fubjeét) it be fo hard
¢¢ to reftrain the corruption of mankind within
¢« due bounds, even taking in all the aids of
¢ religion, and the amazing power of thofe mo-
. ¢¢ tives which it furnitheth; what could be
«¢ expeted if all thefe were difcarded, and men
¢ were left to gratify their paffions without the
¢ dread of a fupreme governor and judge?.
¢¢ Surely then, however unfavourable to Chri=
¢ ftianity your private fentiments might be,
¢t you ought, for the fake of the publick, to
¢¢ conceal them if you would approve yourfelves
¢¢ true lovers of your country, and zealous for
¢¢ the liberty and profperity of it ; and not take
¢ pains to propagate principles, which, in.
¢¢_their cofifequences, muft have the worft in-
¢¢ fluence on the peace, the welfare and good-
¢¢ order of the community.” ’
BuT as nothing I can fay, is likely either to
be read or regarded by wveterans in infidelity, [
.. X2 would
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would now addrefs myfelf to the rifing generation,
who are juft entcring on the dangerous tour of
the world, and who, not having yet imbibed
firong and inveterate prejudices againft the Chri-
ftian religion, may be better difpofed to receive
advice from a hearty friend to their beft interefts.
YouTH is an age of inexperience, and there-
fore needs a guide. Reafon itfelf is a faculty
in man which has its dawn, its growth, and
its perfeGion ; it gathers ftrength from the in-
creafing knowledge and experience of men and
things ; and although there is no period in life
in which our reafon fhould not be vigoroufly
exerted; yet in its infancy and nonage, we
thould watch cautioufly over its determinations
and decifions. :
THE natural heat, confidence, and precipi-
tancy of youth, is alfo another great reafon for
caution againft rath and final determinations of
judgment. Young undifciplined minds, have
in them a kind of natural impetuofity, which
renders them averfe to deliberation, and impa-
tient of del:l_y. They cannot endure the labour
and circumfpe&ion which is neceflary in order
to make a right judgment, but hurry on with
a reftlefs impetus, towards the conclufion. Hence
-it is that we find them fo often making wrong
and falfe judgments; either drawing falfe con-
clufions from true premifes, or general conclufions
from particular premifes. Inexperience there-
fore and precipitancy, being the two great four~
ces of error in youth, they cannot be too often,
ar too earneftly urged againft drawing too hafty
conclufions, or forming too hafty judgments,’
in matters of great importance ! Klor can they
be too earneftly advifed to pay a due regard to
. the
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the reafon and judgment of more knowing and
confiderate perfons than themfelves, until their
own reafoning powers acquire a degree of ripe~
nefs and maturity, in fome meafure equal to thg
important tafk of forming final determinations
in fuch matters. It’s true indeed, that when a
propofition lies before the mind, the terms of
which are in any meafure underftood, the mind
cannot well reftrain itfelf, from forming fome
judgment about its truth or falthood, according
to prefent probabilities ; but it may and ought
to referve a place for a future judgment, upon
further knowledge and clearer evidence, and
thould never come to a final and abfolute deter-
mination, until fomething equal to demonftra-
tion, or the higheft degree of moral certainty,
ftrikes it with a full convi€tion, either of the
truth or falthood of fuch propofition. For if
we proceed not thus cautioufly in forming deci-
five and final judgments, about matters of con-
fequence, we fhall ever lic open to the danger
of error and delufion, in-things which concern
our higheft interefts; and the confequence will
be, that, finding ourfelves often deceived in our
hafty judgments and opinions, we fhall begin
at length to diftruft our own faculties, and fall
into a ftate of univerfal fcepticifm. '
A YOUNG perfon indeed, during the nonage
of his reafon, cannot act more prudently than
to believe and adhere to generally received opi-
nions; having no ftrength to walk by himfelf,
he ought willingly to fubmit to the manudu&ion
of others; but ftill with this referve, that when
he is capable, he will examine, judge, and
choofe for himfelf. Many, it is true, have
neither capacity nor opportunity to do this for
' X themfelves,
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themfelves, in the matter of their religion. In
fuch Gop will no doubt gracioufly make allow-
ances for the prejudices of education, and ac-
gcpt the fincerity of their intentions. But where
capacity and leifure permit, the duty of examin-
ing firft principles feems to be indifpenfible,
feeing religion is in itfelf a matter fo very impor-
tant, that to embrace it merely upon the reafon
and authority of others, difcovers a degree of
negle& and indifference which is wholly incon-
. fiftant with fincerity.

BuT the great fcope and defign of all this
reafoning, is to make young perfons apprehen-
five of the great rifque they run, in concluding
too haftily againft the truth of the Chriftian re-
ligion. And here it were eafy to thew farther,
that whatever temptations young men may have
to credulity, yet they have much ftronger ones
to infidelity, fo that their firongeft guard thould
be againft this extreme.

ANpD here, if I might be allowed to hazard a
paradex, | would fay that all mankind are born
anfidels,—i. e. they are born with fuch natures
and difpofitions, as ftrongly incline them to infi-
delity. I will not here enter into the difpute

" about original fin, or that prefent corruption of
human nature which is fuppofed to proceed
from it. I will only advance a matter of fad,
which | imagine will be allowed by all; namely,"
that the peried of infancy and childbood are whally -
Jenfual ; that our bodily fenfes and appetites are
our firft mafters and inftru@ors, and have us,
in a manner, wholly under their government
and influence, for the firft 10 or 12 years of
life ;—that the various paffions and appetites of
our corporeal nature are generally very ftrong

before



SERMON VIL it

before reafon begins to dawn, or, at leaft, to

affert its dominion; that during this period of

life, fenfual objets are continually furrounding

us, and provoking and irritating thefe paffions

and appetites of our natures; and (which is

worft of all) that our indulgence of thefe paf-

fiens and appetites, however it may be difcou-

raged by the precepts of our nurfes and inftruc-

tors, is yet far more powerfully recommended
by their examples.—From our very cradles, we.
are witnefles of the vices and irregularities of .
our patents, and others around us, and there~.
fore can hardly believe them to be ferious, when

they diffiwade us from thofe very vices, which
themfelves pra&tife. O! but fays the infidel, .
our priefts and nurfes inftil the principles of

Chriftianity into us, with-our very milk: We

are taught to fay the Lord’s prayer and the creed .
before we can well fpeak : Afterwards, the bsble

is put into our hands, and we are taught to

believe it to be the word of . Gop, upon the

pain of hell’s torments ;—anen, the tender

mind is filled with a fet of catechifms and con-

Sfeffions, and prieftly inftruétions, which rives

and confirm the prejudice in favour of Chri-

ftianity. .

I conFess indeed that fomething like this is
commonly the cafe among Chriftians ;—but ftill .
I would afk the infidel if fuch an education as
this, at fuch an age, is a fufficient counter-
poife to the principles of a corrupted and fen-
fual nature, which oppofe it? In the youth,
paffions and fenfual inclinations are ftrong, but .
reafon is weak and feeble ;—he learns by fote .
a few Chriftian do&rines and maxims, which
he does not underftand ; what influence there-

X4 fore
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fore can thefe have either in forming his mind;
or dire&ing his manners, at an age when he
can neither reafon upon them, nor apply them
to pralice? All this while, however, he is not
indifferent to fenfual obje&s, nor a firanger to
fenfual enjoyments; hi§ various appetites and
paflions are encreafing in ﬁrength, and craving
their refpe&ive gratifications. His nature is
growing daily more and more corrupt by the
power of evil habits, and the influence of evil
example, and while he is yet but a child in un«
derftanding, in malice, pride, intemperance,
&c. he isaman, Thus far it is evident that
the balance is on the fide of infidelity; the
flight imprefions which a fuperficial Chriftian
education has made, putting but a feeble re-
ftraint upon the appetites and paffions of a nature
corrupted by indulgence, and tainted by evil
examples. Let us now fuppofe the youth to be
12 or 14 years of age; now firft of all, gene-
rally fpeaking, the higher powers of the mind
begin to unfold and difplay themfelves. Now
therefore is the proper feafon to inftru& youth
in the principles of religion; dnd yet this is the
precife time when all care of this fort generally
ceafes, and when the work of religious educa-
tion is prefumed to be already accomplithed.
The youth is fent abroad into a corrupt and
enfnaring world, with a few abftrufe defini-
tions of “religion floating in his memory, the
very terms of which he fear¢ely underftands.
He has fearned his catechifm by rote, ‘and this,
is thought fufficient armour againft the attacks
of infidelity on the one hand, and the allure-
ments of debauchery on the other. Now it is

: : ) eafy,
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«afy to fee, that one of thefe things will happen
to him. : ,
- 1ft. Ir he is a ftudious youth, of a naturally
modeft and virtuous difpofition, and falls into
good company, he will employ his dawning
reafon in examining the principles of his reli-
gion, and this examination will probably end
in a rational conviion of the truth and excel-
lency of the Chriftian religion, and fix his reli-
gious principles upon a right bottom.
2dly. Suppose him to be of a ftudious and
inquifitive temper, and yet ftrongly difpofed to
forbidden pleafures and fenfual enjoyments, and
that he happens to fall into bad company at his
firft fetting out in the world, and the event will
probably be as follows. His ftrong prepoflef-
fions in favour of prattical libertinifm and fen-
fuality, will prejudice him againft the principles
of his religious education. He will feel the
oppofition fo ftrong between the natural difpo-
fitions of his own heart, and the pure and holy
precepts of the Chriftian religion, that he will
defpair of ever reconciling them. In the belief
of this impoffibility, he will be ftrengthened by
obferving the o0 general difagreement which
there is between the lives and profeflions of
numbers of Chriftians, perhaps of many of his
own inftruétors. From this very moment, he
will begin to wifh that Chriftianity were falfe,
that he might obtain a plaufible freedom from
its reftraints. :
" He will indeed exainine the principles of his
religion, but it will be under the influence of
ftrong prejudice, and with great partiality. He
will with for reafons to difbelieve its truth, and
this will make him ingenious in inventing fo-
: phifms.
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phifms. His companions will be a&ive in help+
ing on the delufion; they will ftrengthen his
doubts, and put the writings of infidels into his
hands. He will find thete books and arguments
fo agreeable to his own withes, and fo indulgent
to his vices, that henceforth he will remounce
his religion, and commence infidel.

3dly. LET us fuppofe the youth to be vi-
cioufly difpofed, and at the fame time to be of
a flothful ina&ive difpofition, and averfe to all
religious enquiry. ‘The confequence, in all
human probability, (for I here exclude the fu-
pernatural methods of divine grace) will be this.
He will never attentively confider the impoffi-
bility of his being faved in the courfe of his
fins, according to the tenor of the gofpel : He
will chcrefore endeavour to reconcile the prac-
tice of an infidel, with the faith and hope of a
Chriftian: He will not indeed renounce the
principles of his education, becaufe he will not
take the pains or trouble to examine them; if
he did, he would probably become a fpeculative
infidel.  But the fame floth and inattention
which prevents him from examining the evi-
dences of Chriftianity, keeps him from difco-
vering the inconfiftency of his life with his pro-
feflion of it. He therefore profeffes that he knows
Gob, and believes in Chrift; but in works be
denics them, being abominable, difobedient, and un-
to every good reprobated., He fays his prayers,
repeats his creed, and performs the round of
outward Chriftian duties, and by the help of
fome falfe notions of religion, deceives himfelf
into a groundlefs prefumption that he fhall be

4 Titas i. 16, 4
faved,
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fived, although in heart, in temper, and beha-
viour he flill continues to be a pra@ical infidel.
This is indeed the moft common cafe in the

. Chriftian world ; ’tis the cafe of all wicked pro-

.

feflors of Chriftianity. The fpeculative infidel
profefledly denies Chrift; the wicked Chriftian
pra&ically dithonours him: The former is a
fair and open enemy; the latter a treacherous
and deceitful friend ; and indeed it is hard to
determine which of the two does moft differvice
to his intereft in the world.

From the whole therefore it feems evident
to me, that the prejudice of education is no
fuch mighty thing as the deifts would feem to
infinuate.—It may indeed go a great way in
forming and fixing men’s opinions and conduét,
as' to the modes and externals of religion, and
as to the different fe&ts and denominations, into
which the church of Chrift is unhappily
divided : But in point of making men true and
fincere believers of Chriftianity itfelf, and regu-
lating their praélice upon this belief, it feems
to have but a feeble influence. And young per-
fons, upon the whole, appear to have much
ftronger temptations to infidality, than to credu-
lity.—The early and ftrong propentities of na«
ture towards forbidden objects, and that at a
feafon of life when reafon has little or no influ-
ence.—The power of evil example, and the
feduction of evil company, lie heavy in the fcale-
of infidelity; whereas in that of credulity lie
only the too fcanty and infrequent documents of
Chriftian priefts and nurfes, (as the deifts af-
fe& to exprefs themfelves) and Gop knows,
generally fpeaking, a very flender and fuperfi-
cial Chriftian education, at a period of llife

when
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when the mind is fcarcely capable of either
receiving or underftanding any fixed principles
of religion®. _

Upon the whole therefore, my young friends,
you may apprehend the danger you. are in of
taking the wrong turn, at the critical juncture
of your firft going abroad into the world. Your
firength is fmall, and your enemies are many
and powerful. You have a corrupt nature,
which will ftrongly difpofe you to infidelity, and
you will not fail to meet with books and com-
panions, who will fecond the corruptions of
your own hearts, and tempt you to caft off all

- religion, as a prieftly incumbrance and reftraint
upon your natural liberty. All the engines of

* If this reafoning is juft. Quere, is it not a loud
call to a more rational method in the Chriftian educa-
tion of young perfons, than that which at prefent
generally prevails? Does it not appear moft proper
and reafonable, that youth fhould be firt grounded
in the belief of the trath of the Chriftian religion
itfelf, before they are inftrufted in the do&rines and
duties of that religion ? The moft of our catechifins
and forms of inftrution for youth, take two great
points for granted, which it feems to me, ought
firlt of all to be rartionally proved and explained to
their tender capacities, namely, that Chrift is the fon
of God, and the fcripture the word of God. Does
it not therefore feem reafonable, that the firft cate-
chifm or fummary of inftruftion put into the hands of
- youth, fhould be one tending to prove, in the plaineft
and eafieft manner poffible, thefe two great and fun-
damental points, and to anfwer the chief objettions
of infidels againft them. And quere, If this method
were taken, whether it might not tend to infpire
youth with a’higher degree of reverence and venera-
tion for the fcriptures, and to put a flop to the ama-
zing growth and progrefs of infidelity.

: wit,
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wit, banter, fophiftry and ridicule, will pro-
bably be levelled againft you. You will be
reprefented as prieft-ridden bigots, as perfons of
narrow principles, and of a weak underftand-
ing. Your lufts and appetites will be flattered
with a profpe of free indulgence; and your
‘vanity will be flattered with the hopes of being
efteemed great geniufes, of having vanquifhed
the narrow prejudices of your education ; and of
having freed yourfelves from the fetters of {piri-
tual flavery and .prieftly dominion. All this
will appear very agreeable to your own innate
vanity and corruption; and againft all this your
ignorance and inexperience will have nothing
to oppofe. You have indeed been taught to
believe that the Chriftian religion, into which
you have been baptized, came from Gop; but
you have never been duly inftrued in the
_grounds and reafons of this belief ; and there-
fore can give no reafons of the hope that is in
you, and have no arguments whereby you may
ftop the mouths of gainfayers. Judge there-
fore, whether it be fit that you fhould too
haftily conclude againft the truth and divine
original of areligion, which you fo little under-
ftand. And be perfwaded to give the Chriftian
caufe a fair hearing, trial and examination be-
fore you reje@t it, and go over to the camp of

its enemies.—— Confider
ift. ‘I'HAT true religion is, in itfelf, an ex-
cellent and amiable thing ; and that it cannot
poflibly be defpifed or ridiculed by any, without
the greateft ftupidity of underftanding, or bad-
nefs of heart. That that virtue which true
religion inculcates, is rot only neceffary to the
C well-
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well being of individuals and fociety, but is

alfo the brighteft ornament of human reafon.
2dly. ConsiDER, that it is not a fufficient
proof of the falfhood and impofture of any re-
ligion, either that it is the publick religion of
our country, or that we have received it from
our anceftors; or that it has been taught us by
priefts and nurfes ; or that fome hypocrites and
wicked men profefs it ; or that many who pre-
tend to wit and reafon difbelieve if, and hold it
in contempt. All thefe things may happen to
a religion, and yet atthe fame time it may be
ver: truc and excellent. The marks of truth
or falfhood in any religion, are not to be fought
for merely from the opinions of men, or from
the univerfality of its reception, or the contra-
; but from its nature, fpirit, defign and ten-
zncy, and the external evidences which accom-

pany it. . .
3dly. CoNsiDER that although your having
received the Chriftian religion from your an-
ceflors, its being the publick religion of your
country, and your having been baptized into
it, are not in themfelves {ufficient reafons why
you fhould not reject it, upon a full and ra-
tional conviction of its falfhood; yet they are
reafons why you fhould not wantonly rejeét it,
without fuch a convi¢tion. There is certainly
fuch a refpe&t due to the memory of our fore-
fathers, tothe publick faith of our country, and
to the vows of our baptifm, as fhould make us
cautious of publickly renouncing our Chriftian
faith, without very folid and fubftantial reafons
for fuch a conduét. In my opinion, a ratiopal
and valid plea for infidelity in a Chriftian coun-
try; can be founded in nothing lefs, than a firm
perfwafian
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perfwafion of the falfehood of Chriftianity, and
that-upon a thoreugh and impartial examination
of its evidences, A man who would renounce
the religion of his forefathers and of his country,
although a falfe one, ‘upon any other ground
than this, would certainly a&t againft reafon,
and therefore could never juftify his own con-
du&. Be therefore perfwaded,
- 4thly. THAT you can never anfwer it at the
bar of your own reafon and confcience, to
renounce the Chriftian religion into which you
have been baptized, without a previous, due
and impartial examination of the validity of its
evidences and pretenfions. In order to confirm
you in this perfwafion, confider that if the
Chriftian religion fhould happen to be true and
divine, your- guilt in renouncing it will be
unfpeakably great, and your cafe inexpreflibly
deplorable.  He that believeth noty, fays the
founder of Chriftianity, fball be damned. "If our
gofpel be hid, fays one of his apoftles, it is hid
to them that are loff. They who deny the Lord
that brought them, fays another, bring upon
themfelves fwift deflruction. Cn the fuppofition,
therefore, that the Chriftian religion is divine,
this demnation, this deflruétion, and this per-
dition muft belong, in a peculiar manner, to
thofe who, -although they live in Chriftian
countries, either through floth, - will nst enquire
into the validityof its pretenfions, or through
prejudice, fhut their-eyes. againft the evidences of
its divine original. As.therefore, in rejeQing
Chriftianity, you run the hazard of incurring
the higheft difpleafure of Gon, -if it fhould
prove to be from him ; this fhould Teafonably
. engage you to the moft flri® and impartial -
. examination
3
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examination of its evidence, before you can
venture to reje& it. 'This examination ought
therefore to be made with the utmoft folicitude
to know the truth, and with all that care and
folemnity of fpirit, which the importance of
the matter requires. If it has been made in
early youth, without obtaining the defired
fatisfallion, a decifive judgment fhould be fuf-
pended for a time, and the inquiry fhould be
" carefully renewed, at an age when the powers
of the mind have arrived to a greater degree of
firength and maturity ; and no help or affiftance
fhould be negleted, where a matter of fo
great importance, as the choice of our reli-:
gion, is depending.

IT is a juft and folid maxim, that no man
fhould be condemned before he is heard. You
will therefore be wholly inexcufable, if you.
pafs fentence againft Chriftianity before you
give an attentive and impartial hearing to its
friends and advocates as well as to its enemies.
To put you upon your guard in this matter,
the following dire&tions and remarks may be of
fome ufe.

1ft. Ir you muft needs have your clofet fur-
nifhed with the writings of a Collins, Tindal,
Morgan, Bolingbroke, Voltaire, D’Argens, &c.
be fure you confront them with a Grotius,
Stilling flect, Sherlock, Leland, Lardner, Fofler,
Sykes, ‘fortin, 8c. and be fure that you read thefe
two kinds of authors with the fame unbiaffed
view, namely, to difcover truth. Chriftianity
demands, it requires no more than a fair and
unprejudiced hearing. Ufe the antidote toge-~
ther with the poifon, and there is little danger
of its proving mortal. Believe, at leaft, ghat

t
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the Chriftian apologifts may be as honeft men as
their deiftical opponents, and this will help you
to read their apologies without prejudice or
prepofleffion; which is the only temper of
mind in which you can hope to difcover on which
Jide the truth lies.

2. THE deifts will not permit you to take
the do&rines of Mbofes and the prophets, or of
Chrift and his apoftles, upon the authority of
their authors; they are calling you every
moment to try the credibility of facred hiftory,
and the fpirit and tendency of fcripture doc-
trines and precepts by the touchflone of reafon.
They profefs to treat the facred records with
no other kind of refpe@ than what is due to
their intrinfic merit. Let this be a caution to
you, to treat their own writings with the fame
degree of freedom and feverity. Let not the
title of a mobleman, a philofopher, or a minifler of
Slate warp your judgment, or bias you in favour
of the arguments of the writer. Suffer not
your underftanding to be dazzled, or your
judgment to be feduced by a flath of wit, or
by a flow of rhetorical language, and well
turned periods. Strip the arguments of infidels
of their flowery ornaments, and try their
weight and folidity in the fcales of cool and
deliberate reafon. Ty alfo the fpirit and tem-
per of thefe writers. They are perpetually
‘complaining of the want of temper and charity
in Chriftians, both towards each other, and
thofe who differ from them. Would to Gop
ahere were lefs juftice in this charge; but with
how bad a grace does it come from the mouths
or pens of the deifts, the general ftrain of .
whofe writings confifts in ridicule, farcafm,

Vor. L. and
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and even the loweft. fpecies of fcurrility, not
only againft the priefts, but even the doétrines
andy myfteries of a religion, which has been
long held facred and refpectable by the wifeft
and beft of men? Andjudge from that fpirit of
rancour and malevolence which charaélerizes by
much the greateft number of the deiftical wri-
ters, whether thefe are the men with whom we
are likely to be fet right in our moral and reli-

ious opinions. I will not fay indeed that grofs
uperftitious and glaring abfurdities in religion,
are not proper obje&s of fatire and ridicule ;
but when a man has a fincere intention of fet~
ting the world right in a matter of fuch im-

ortance as religion, methinks he fhould firft
?eriouﬂy attempt to convince them that they
are fools, before he takes the liberty publicly to
laugh at their folly. Publicly to ridicule a re-
ligion which is had in high and general efteem
is uamannerly : But, together with ridicule,
to employ fcurrility and rancour againft fo
refpectable a body as the Chriftian world, be-
trays great badnefs of beart, andis wholly incon-
fitent with the true fpirit of philofophy. Ex
pede Herculem 5 by their fruits therefore ye may
know them ; and the nature of their caufe may
be, in fome meafure, judged by the arts with
which they generally endeavour to manage and
fupport it.  Again, .

CAREFULLY examine and confider the fiope
and tendency of the deiftical writings. Judge
for yourfelves, but do it impartially, whether
the gencral tendency of them be not to unfettle
mens minds in moral and religious principles of
every kind. They indeed pretend to have a
great veneration for natural religion, and for

' ' the .
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the principles of morality, and it would be too
bare-faced and fhocking to do otherwife; but
the beft criterion by which you can judge in
this cafe, is to try the effe@ts of their writings
upon your own minds. I dare appeal to your own
experience, whether, after reading the works of
a Bolingbroke, a Chubb, a Morgan, or a Tindal,
you do not perceive your minds beginning ta
be tin&ured with a kind of univerfl {cepticifm,
with regard to matters of religion and mo-
rality ; whether you do not feel the reverence
and awe of a deity, and the motives and obli-
gations to natural religion and moral virtue, to
be fenfibly weakened in yourfelves, and whe~
ther you do not feel within yourfelves a greater
liberty and propenfity to vice and impiety of
every kind than before. This is an excellent
teft of writings which pretend to re&tify men’s
opinions in matters of morality and religion ;
it is a demontftration to the heart, if I may fo
fpeak, that their fcope and tendency is bad, when
they loofen thefe obligations and deftroy thefe
motives, which they pretend to ftrengthen and
confirm,

AND now while you are thus employed in an
impartial 'examination of the arguments, the
Jpirit, and the tendency of infidelity, try the
pure and unfophifticated religion of Jefus, as
it is recorded in the new teftament by the fame
rule. Attentively confider not only the evi-
dences of its authenticity and divine original,
but alfo its fpirit and tendency. And having
done this, weigh the two caufes together in the
balance of deliberate and unprejudiced reafon ;
and I will venture to rifque my falvation, that

"2 " the
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the decifion will be made in favour of Chrif-
tianity.

3. BEWARE of being led aftray by the fpe-
cious fophifms of infidelity. The deifts feeming
to be fenfible that their caufe can be but flowly
carried on by fair and fober reafoning, have en-
deavoured to eftablifh ridicule as an univerfal teft
and criterion of truth; and indeed, it muft be
confefled, that they have applied this touchftone”
with wonderful fuccefs againft the Chriftian
caufe. They have laughed abundantly at re-
vealed religion, and it is not to be wondered
that they have drawn numbers into the laugh,
feeing rifibility is fo catching a diftemper, and
there are fo many of our fpecies who do little
-elfe than laugh. But whoever will take the
pains to examine this criterion by reafon, for
fay what they will, reafon muft be allowed to
be the ultimate teft of truth, feeing that even
the pretences of ridicule itfelf muft be finally
tricd by reafon, will find that this teft is very
fallacious. Experience will convince us that
the wit of man can fet the motit ferious things
‘in a ludicrous light, and expofe them to the
ridicule of vain and light minds. And thofe
muft be but very little acquainted indeed,
either with the learned and a&ive worid, who
do not fee daily inftances of this; fo that it
can be no certain proof either of the folly of a
man or of an opinion, that they are laughed at.
When a deift therefore takes the liberty to be .
arch and merry upon any of the hiftories, doc-
trines, prophefies, or miracles of revealed re-
ligion, you would do well to confider that this
in itlelf, is no certain proof of the falfe-
hood, abfurdity, impoffibility, or incredibility

of
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of thefe things ; it only proves that the infidel
would reprefent them as being fuch. ‘The rule
of judging in thefe cafes, muft not be founded
on the wit, the humour, or colouring of the
infidel ; but on the general evidences of the
revelation, and the nature and circumftances of
the hiftory, miracle, &¢. which is taxed with
ablurdity.

ANOTHER art of infidels is to raife difficulties,
and to ftart objections againtt particular, detached
parts of the _{ewifh\ and Chriftian revelations,
and to argue from the fuppofed abfurdity or
incredibility of thefe, that the whole revelation
is falfe and incredible, Two things I have
here to remark, 1. That this is very unfair in
converfation, as very few Chriftians can be
fuppofed fo well furnithed in fcripture know-
ledge and criticifm as to give an immediate,
fatisfattory reply to every difficulty with which
they may be pofed. It is an adage founded
upon truth, that a fool may afk a queflion, or
Slart a doubt, which ten wife men cannot quickly
refolve. 2. This is a method of protrating
the difpute ad infinitum. To fatisfy a cavil-
ling deift as to every difficulty he might fup-
po‘e, and every objeftion he might raife againft
every verfe or paflage in the Bible, would be a
tafk as endlefs as it would be impoffible. The
authenticity and divine authority of the holy:
{criptures depending upon the truth of certain

fa&ls and circumftances, and the real exiftence
~ of certain internal charalters ; thefe being once
fairly proved and eftablifhed, the truth and
divinity of the whole revelation follows of
courfe. Our difpute with the deifts therefore,
is not about certain detached precepts, the reafon.

3 of
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of which neither of us may be well able to
comprehend ; or certain detached feraps, or paf-
Jages of feripture, the obfcurity or feeming abfur-
dity of which may be owing to our ignorance
of certain ancient cuftoms, or to bad tranfla-
tions, or to fome fmaller errors crept into our
prefent copies, or to fome other caufes perhaps,
at préfent, uninveftigable, but about’ certain
marks and evidences of truth and divinity accom-
panying the whole revelation. And although it
s certainly the duty of Chriftian divines, to
anfwer all the reafonable objeions of infidels,
againft every part and paflage of divine reve-
lation, a tafi which I with they would fet more
particularly before them, in their comments
and annotations upon holy fcripture, yet .[
apprehend their not being able to do this, in
every inflance, to the full conviction of unbe-
‘lievers, does not affe@ the merits of the
Chriftian caufe, which may be fupported by
abundant evidence, notwithftanding a confefled
jgnorance of many paffages in the Chriftian
revelation. The book of nature is the deift’s
Bible, and will he therefore reject the whole as |
fpurious, becaufe there are many paffages, many
phansmena in this great volume that he cannotun-
derftand, that he cannot account for ! I believe
not. The application’fs eafy. Befides, the deifts
feem to be vaftly afluming, exceedirig prefump-
tuous in many of their cbjeCtions againft reve-
Jation. They firft fet up to themfelves a fet of
arbitrary principles, by which they try and
Jimit the perfections of Gop, and thefe arbi-
trary principles they make the teft of revealed
- doftrines and duties. Is it not extremely pre-,
fuming, for inftance, to affirm, that it is in-
' ~ confiftent
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confiltent with the wifdom, and juftice, and
goodnefs of the fupreme being, to give the
children of Ifrael -a commiffion to rob the
Egyptians; to conquer and deftroy the Ca-
naanites, and inhabit their land ; to command
Abrabam to offer up his fon Ifaac, as a teft of
his faith and obedience, &¢c. ? If the hiftory
which records Gop’s condefcenfion to Abrabam,
and his intimacy with him ; and which relates
his extraordinary commiffion to Mfes, and the
miracles by which he confirmed it, is once
proved to be true, it will follow of confe-
quente, that Gobp did certainly give thefe.
commands ; and, be this as it may, ygt me-
thinks it is a bold and daring affertion, that
fuch commands are unworthy of Gop, and
inconfiftent with his acknowledged perfection !
May not Gop do what he will with his own,
and make whom he pleafes the minifters of his
pleafure ? However wicked it might have been
in Abraham to attempt the offering up of a
human vi&im, and that too of the fruit of his
own loins, to his maker: However wicked it
might have been in the Ifraclites to leave the
land of their captivity, loaded with the fpoils
of their Egyptian neighbours, or to take the
lives and pofleflions of the Canaanites from
them; yet let it be but granted, that thefe
altions were commanded by the HIGH Pos-
S$SSOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, and theii
nature is wholly changed® Noris it to be feared
that thefe extraordinary altions fhould ever be
drawn into precedent, feeing that in order to
juftify the like actions, upon any other occafion,
the like reafon, authority and circumflances muft
be fuppofed to attend them. -

Y 4 ANOTHER



328 SERMON VIL

AroTHER very difingenuous artifice which
the deifts in general have ufed, in order to fink
the credit of Chriftianity, and leffen the influ-
ence of its teachers ameng the populace, is
their univerfal uprear againfl the Chriflian priefls,
of all fe¢ts and demominations, as being, to a
man, either weak or wicked ; either knaves or
fools. In nothing perhaps have infidels more
betrayed thejr want of juftice, candour and
ingenuity, than in this heavy and indifcriminate
charge againft the whole body of the Chriftian
clergy, and nothing in all their writings, I
imagine, is more adapted to difguft an intelli-
gent and unprejudiced reader than this charges
efpecially, if the fpirit and temper with which
it is urged be duly confidered. One indeed can
hardly believe that they are ferious themfelves
in this wholefale flander: But however this
may be, its general tendency, and its fervice
to their caufe is fufficiently evident. For, if
they canonce bring the facred order under a ge-
neral odium and contempt, their miniftry will
be very little frequented, their dotrines will be
very little regarded, and thus their work wiil
be more than half done, in converting, or ra-
ther perverting the Chriftian world to infi-
delity. This is fo fenfible an argument, that
it needs no farther illuftration.

Wourp to Gop however, that there were
lefs ground for this heavy charge, as to
numbers of the Ciftian clergy in all ages.
But is it found logic to argue from a part to the
whole ? Would it be fair to judge of all the

" Roman emperors by the chara@ers of a Nerg
or a Heliogabalus ? 'Would thefe gentlemen
theml.lves be willing to try the caufe of deifm

by
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by the lives of a few fcandalous debauchees,
who have been of their perfuafion, and propa-

gated their principles? Nay, would they be .
- willing that the merits of their caufe, and the
tendency of their principles fhould be judged
of by the private chara&ters even of a Boling-
" broke, a Voltaire, or a D’ Argens ? In thefe cafes
they would no doubt plead the frailty of hu-
man nature, and tell us that principles and
dodtrines muft be tried by other rules, than the
lives of men who teach them. But is their
charge againft the Chriftian clergy juft, in that
latitude in which they urge it? Will they refer
us to church hiftory for monfters of ignorance,
ambition, avariceand cruclty among the Chrif~
tian bifbops - and clergy ? We admit the charge ;
but we can refer them to the fame hiftory for
men of a far different chara&ler. Hiflory, as
one fomewhere obferves, is a fiream, in which
light things fwim, and heavy things fink. How
few, comparatively, of the charalters of the
clergy are brought down to us in ecclefiaftical
hiftory, and thofe only fuch as being in places
of high eminence in the church, and expofed
to ftrong temptations, made the greateft noife
in the world ? Whereas the vaft number of in-
ferior clergy, who quietly purfued the duties of
their calling, and among whom we might
juftly expect the brighteft examples of piety
and virtue, are wholly unnoticed ; they are
funk in the ftream of time, and all their virtues
are buried in oblivion. Do you live in a part
of the world where you have a general acquain-
tance with a number of the Chriftian clergy.
I might appeal to your own experience for a
gonfutation - of thjs ungenegous charge. Do
you
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you really believe, upon reafonable evidence,
that all the clergymen of your acquaintance, or
the major part of them, are fuch as the deifti-
cal writers reprefent them to be, either fools -
or knaves ! Muft not candour-and juftice in-
cline you to judge far otherwife concerning
many within the verge of your own acquain-
tance! And if juftice and candour fhould
oblige you to believe that there are more cler-
gymen, among thofe whom you know, of a
worthy and refpe@able charalter than other-
wife, why fhould you not judge of the order in
feneral by this fample ? In a word, you will be
iable to great abufe and deception, if you
fettle your idea of the Chriftian ckrgyin gene-
ral, either from the writings of the deifts, who
too plainly fhew their prejudices againft that
order of men, to have their reprefentations of
it credited; or from ecclefiaftical hiftory,
which generally confines itfelf to a very few
diftinguifhed charaters; which while it paffes
over private virtue and fequeftered merit in
filence, dwells largely upon the cabals of Aere-
Soarchs, the altercations of church councils, the
fquabbles of polemical divines, the intrigues of
popes and cardinals, and the ambitious or ava-
ricious fchemes of prelatical flatefmen.

IF you would indeed form a juft idea of the
Chriﬂ)i,an clergy, you muft do it from a candid
obfervation of the lives and writings of thofe
whom you know, and then, after making juft
allowances for the frailty and imperfetion of
‘human nature in general, and for the prejudice
of cducation and the influence of example,
you muft endeavour to extend this idea tp the
whole order, in all ages, and of all fells and

. ' dencminations,
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denominations. And even if this general idea
of the Chriftian clergy thould not ‘prove to be as
worthy and refpetable as could be withed, you
are not rafhly to judge of the Chriftian religion
by the lives and charalters of the Chriftian
priefts.

4. ONE piece of advice more, and I have
done. ‘There are another clafs of writers
which call themfelves Chriftians, and as we
have no certain evidence againft them, charity
obliges us to believe them, whofe writings
neverthelefs you would do well to read with’a
proper degree of caution and circumipection.
In this clafs’ may be numbered Gordon and
Trenchard, the celebrated authois of Cuw.d’s
letters, the Independent Whig, &c. auu wme
others. Thefe writers are highly t> be ¢t vined
for their firm at:achment to the priicipies of
civil and religious liberty, and for ineir ni-ble
oppofition to prieftcraft and iyranny of cvery
fort. Their writifgs are alfo diftinguifhed by
a peculiar vein of humour and pleafuntry,
which renders them extremely agreeable to the
generality of readers; and they may doubtlefs
be read both with pleafure and advantage by
perfons of fixed principles and true difcern-
ment ; but there is, in authors of this flawmp,
fuch a ftrain of keen raillery againft the priefts
of all religioys eftablifhments, and againft all
the modes and ceremonies and appendages .of
religion, and fuch a boundlefs liberty of fen-
timent in religious matters, as muft give offence
to many pious men of all denominations, and
as, in my humble opinion, renders them very
unfit to be put into the hands of ignorant,
ineaperienced youth, whofe religious principles

: . are
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are not well fettled. T muft freely confefs,
that I am fometimes led to doubt of the real
friendthip of thefe writers to the Chriftian
caufe, notwitbftanding their own pretences,
and the ftrong efforts of my charity in their
favour. They fpeak indeed very honourably of
the Chriftian religion, and of its excellent
founder ; but one is at a lofs to know under
what form they would have this religion to
make its appearance among men ; or in what
manner they would have the Chriftian church
to be inftru®ed and governed. The liberty
they plead for feems to be a kind of anarchy
. without rule, without form, without order,
and without any kind of external appendage,
or mode, or ceremony, however neceflary to
hold together the body ecclefiaftic, or to diftin-
guifh it from any other. They are redundant
in the praife of worthy clergymen, but then
their chara&ter of a worthy clergyman is drawn
in fuch bright and angelic colours, as plainly to
exclude the poffibility of fuch a clrgyman, ex-
cept in idea ; he muft have fuch learning, fuch
talents, fuch principles, fuch virtues, and fo
fpotlefs a condu&, that he is rara avis in terris,
nigrogue fimillima cygno.  So that by excluding
the poffibility of fuch a clergyman, one would
be almoft tempted to imagine, they intended -
to exclude the order itfelf out of the world.
They point their fatire fo keenly and indif-
criminately againft all priefts, efpecially efta-
blithed priefts, that one would be fometimes
led to doubt they intended to wound Chrif-
tianity berfelf, through the fides of her priefts,
and that they believed the whole Chriftian
priefthood to be as kpavith and fuperftitious,

as
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the priefts of Baal. In a word, their ftile and
manner, in treating of religious matters, is
more like that of fatyrical enemies, than of ra-
tional reformers and fober advocates for a well
judged liberty of fentiment, and decency of
worthip.

I wourp not be underftood to judge the in-
tention .of thefe writers, or to fay they had any
real defign of putting the fool's cap on the head
of Chriftianity itfelf, by reprefenting the exte-
rior garb in which it almoft every where ap-
pears, in fo ridiculous and contemptible a light.
Perhaps their only defign was to reform the

- Chriftian clergy, and to reduce Chriftianity it-
felf to its primitive fimplicity. A nobledefign!
But I will be bold to fay, that their writings
have had, generally fpeaking, another effect;
and that the prefent, fo much complained of,
contempt of the Chriftian clergy, and confe-
quently of the leffons they teach, is more
owing to writers of this clals, than to thé moft -
inveterate and barefaced deifts. The reafon
feems plain. The latter are confulted with
caution and referve, as profefled enemies ;—the
former are read without fufpicion, as Chriftians
of a liberal caft, as the friends and advacates of
civil and religious liberty ; hence we eafily adopt
their fentiments, and imbibe their prejudices,
and if they fhould even offer us poifon, yet it is
rendered jo palatable by the vehicle in which it
is prefented, that we are apt to fwallow it,
without any fear or apprehenfion of its mortal
effeéts. They teach us firft to laugh at the
priefts, and then we are eafily induc.d to def-
pife their office, and difregard their admini-
ftra.ions.  When we once come to regard a cler-
) g)‘:’ﬂﬂﬂ
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gyman in his facerdotal veftments, as a merry-
andrew in his fool’s coat, (and fome of thefe
pieces would excite an idea little lefs ludicrous
in a light mind) we fhall not long preferve any
refpeét for his perfon, or any veneration for his
inftru@ions. Now, if writings of this ftamp
have an evident- tendency to infpire the light
and unprincipled minds of youth, with a con<
tempt of the Chriftian clergy, and, bya common
affociation of ideas, with a contempt of #their
office, and infiraétions ; this, I apprehend, is a fuf-
ficient reafon why young perfone, who are not
well inftruted in the‘evidences of the Chriftian
religion, fhould either wholly avoid the reading
of fuch books, or atleaft read them with great
caution, and under the influence of proper cor-
retives. ' ¢
Fas ¢f et ab hofle doceri; even the moft viru-
lent enemies of our religion might teach us
many leflons, which we would do well to receive
with all humility and readinefs of mind ;—they
might teach not only popith, but even prote-
ftant communities to exercife greater candour
and mcderation towards each other, to ftrip the
Chriftian religion of many modes and ufages
which ere fo far from being ufeful or ornamental,
that they are only a difgrace and incumbrance
to the mcit pure, fimple, and rational religion
in the world ; and to reform many things, both
in doérine, difcipline and worfhip. - With views

like thefe, the writings even of profefled infi- .
dels may be rcad with advantage, by confirmed
Chriftians of mature judgments: But for young
and untutored minds, to fearch the volumes of
Libertinifm and infidelity, in queft of a few ufe-
Jful leflons which they may contain, would feem
to
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to me a too bold and hazardous experiment;
feeing that, in a field where fo many Aowery
poifons are blended with a few falubrious fimples, *
their judgment might not prove fufficiently ftrong
to make the neceflary diftinction, and the con-
fequence might prove fatal.

[ suALL now conclude this fubje® with a
brief addrefs to profeffed Chriftians;-and that,
. fir/tas their charaéter and condu@ may influence

the prefent argument; and fecondly as they ftand
related to their own hopes and expectations of
future bleflednefs. ‘

1ft. THEN, my brethren, I fuppofe you to
be firm and rational believers, rooted and .
grourded in the faith of our moft holy religion,
and, in being fuch, you muft certainly have a
zeal for the promotion of Chriftianity in the
world, in proportion to your apprehenfions of
its excellency, and your firm perfwafion of its
divine authority. Beligving the Chriftian reli-
gion to be true, you cannot but deem infidelity
to be one of the moft dangerous and fatal errers;
and that fpirit which breathes in the religion of
Jefus, if you have indeed imbibed it, will in~
fpire you with fentiments of the moft tender
pity and compaffien for thofe unhappy men,
who pour negle€t and contempt upon that reli-
gion, which you profefs and believe to be true
and divine.

IF thefe therefore are our fentiments and
feelings, as Chriftians, does it not become us
carefully to examine our own charaCter and
conduét, and to fee whether there is nothing in
this, which may tend to promote the caufe of
infidelity, and increafe the number of unbeliz-
vers among us? Our holy religicn repeatediy
’ 7 enjoins
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enjoins us to give mo offence, cither to Jew or
Gentile, or o the church of Gob ;—10 have a
good report of them that are without ;—to a&
and behave in fuch a manner as to give no juf?
caufe to the enemies of Gob to blafpheme, or te
our adverfaries to [peak reproachfully of us ;—
not to lay a flumbling block, or rock of offence be-
fore our weak brother ;—to become all things (as
far as we lawfully may) 1o all men, that we may
gain fome;—to adorn the dollrints of Gob our
Jfaviurs—and to let our light fo fhine before men,
that others, feeing our gaod works, &c.

Our blefled faviour intimates, that in the
courfe of things, offences will come, but he pro-
nounces a dreadful wo againft thofe by whom they
ccme®.

IF therefore it fhould be found, on the great
day of univerfal audit, that we, who are the
profefled difciples of Chrift, have, by a cha-
rz&er and condu&, inconfiftent with the doc-
trines of Chriftianity, given caufe of fcandal
and offence to any, and thereby proved in any
mealure acceflary to their infidelity, our guilt
muft needs be highly aggravated. And furel
there never was a time, when Chriftians of aﬁ
denominations had a louder call to make this
examination than the prefent, when the prin-
ciples of infidelity are making fuch an amazing
progrefs in almoft all Chriftian countries, and
when unbelievers are boldly taxing the princi-
ples and pratices of Chriftians, as ope of their
chief arguments for infidelity and apoftacy.

e See1Cor,x. 32, 1 Tim.v.14. Rom.xiv. 13.
Luke xviii 1, &c. &c, &c,

1ft, THEN
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1ft, THeN, it behoves every denomination
#f Chriftians ferioufly to confider, whether any
of the doérines they hold and profefs, are re-
pugnant to the light of reafon, to the perfec-
tions of Gob, or to the general tenor and pur~ .
port of the Chriftian revelation; and whether,
by holding and profeffing fuch do&rines, and’
charging them upon the Chriftian revelation by
falfe glofles, and ignorant criticifms, they do not
lay a ftumbling block in the way of their weak’
brethren, caufe the adverfary to fpeak reproach-
fully, and promote the caufe of infidelity. We
efteem it one of the chief glories of our religion,
that it will ftand the fevereft teft of right reafon,
and that, however fome of its do&rines and
myfteries may exceed the utmoft limits of hu~
man comprehenfion, yet none of them are aba
furd, or repugnant to the dictates of right rea<
_fon; which itfelf is alfo a revelation from Gob.
It were much to be wifhed, for the glory of
Gop, and the honour of Chriftianity, that ma-
ny do&rines held by various denominations of
Chriftians, were impartially tried by this teft,
compared with the unadulterated light of holy
fcripture; and that fuch as did not fairly en-
dure this trial, were for ever difcarded from
the Chriftian fcheme. Although it is an invi-
dious tafk to mention particularsy yet I will
venture to mention, among thofe doctrines
which feem to require this fiery trial, thofc of
abfolute reprobation, particular redemption, the
infalvability of the virtuous heathen, tranfubflan-
tiationy the ubiquity of Chrifi’s corporeal prefence,
buman abfolution, human indulgences, the trans=
Jferring of buman merit, the wor/bip of images,
angels, and departed [pirits, &c,—I1 am indeed
Vor. Z well
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well perfuaded that trimming and temporizi;
will never be of any real advantage to the cau’g‘
of Chriftianity; and that Cbriftians go the
wrong way to work, when they labour to ac-
commodate the Chriftian revelation to the prin--
ciples of infidels, and reduce the gofpel to the
ftandard of natural religion. The attempt is .
in itfelf impoffible, and this impoffibility is fo
evident, thatevery attempt towards it, tends te
confirm infidels more in their prejudices. The
Chriftian creed. may as well be rendered mon-
ftrous by contraciing it too much, as by extend-
ing it too far. | And when unbelievers perceive
that Chriftians feem athamed of fome do&rines,
which are plainly revealed in the fcriptures, and
they feem willing to be rid of them at any rate ;
this cannot but increafe their prejudices againft
the Chriftian fcheme in general, when fome
feemingly effential parts of it are thus given up
by its moft rational advocates. And I heartily
wifh that fome of our modern refiners and im-
provers of the Chriftian fcheme, may not have
run too great lengths into this extreme, and
have thereby unwarily laid a ftumbling block
in the way of unbelievers,

HowevER let not this' remark be mifcon-
ftrued as intended to difcourage the freeft and
moft impartial examination of religious doc-
trines and principles. The feriptures explained
&y right reafon, (and not fathers, or councils, or
affemblies,) is the propereft. teft of religious
‘truth. Let this ax therefore be laid to the root
of every commonly received dosirine of Chriffianity ;
and whatever tree, whatever doétrine, beareth
not good fruit, agreeth not with the analogy of
fcripture, and the diCtates of right reafon,

' o "~ bringeth
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Bringeth not forth the fruits of holinefs and mo~
ral perfection, however deep it may have been
rooted by time, or however far fpread by pre-
judice, let it be cut down and caf? into the fire, as
a ufelefs and pernicious cumberer of Chrift’s
vineyard. A wicked world will always. furnifh-
a fufficient number of enemies to the purity of
our holy religion, let us not increafe the num-"
Ber, by loading it with abfurdities of our own
invention, which deform its native comelinefs
and fimplicity, and prove an obftru&ion to its:
propagation in the world. '

It will little avail the advocates of Chrifti-
anity, to affirm that thefe dorines are falily
charged upon the Chriftian revelation; for
while thefe dotrines. are ftill taught by Chri=
ftian divines, while they ftand confpicuous in
the creeds and confeffiors of almoft all Chriftian
«<hurches, and while the belief of them is made
an exclufive term of communion in almoft alk
Chriftian focieties, unbelievers will not fail to
impute them to Chriftianity itfelf, and treat the
Chriftian revelation according to the opinions
which they form' of thefe. dotrines. And if
this is indeed the c#fe, how much fhould it be'
the care of the whole Chriftian church, that
they give no juft caufe of offence to unbelievers,
by profefling and maintaining abfurd and un-
fcriptural do&rines of religion

2dly. It no lefs behoves Chriftians to be
unblameable and unreproveable in the modes of”
their worfbip, than in the tenets of their religion.
We glory in the purity, fimplicity, and fpiri-
tuality of our worfhip. We blefs ourfelves. it
that the gofpel of Chrift has delivered us from
the troublefome and expenfive yoke of the jew-

, Z2 b
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ith ceremonial, and from the childith fopperies,
idolatries and fuperftitions of heathenifm, and
that it has taught us to pay a reafopable fervice
to our Gop, who is a fpirit, and who requires
from us a pure and fpiritual worfhip. And
indeed if we underftand our religion, as it is
laid down in the new teftament by our Saviour
and his apoftles, we fhall have abundant reafon
to admire the noble fimplicity of Chriftian wor-
thip, and the reafonablenefs of that fervice which
is demanded from us. But now if we look
abroad into the Chriftian world, and compare
the modes aad ceremonies, the carnal com-
mandments and human iaventions which take
place in moft Chriftian churches, with that plan
of Chriftian worfhip which is either plainly laid
down, or clearly intimated in the gofpel, fhall
we not be immediately ftruck with the amazing
difparity ? The one plaiy, fimple, rational ;—
the other, in many inftances, complicated, bur-
phenfomne and ridiculous : The one a reafonable
Jervice ;—the other a ludicrous mimickry ; a fer-
vice more befitting the idol Gods of the heath-
ens, than the FATHER oF sPIriTs! Does it
not therefore highly become every fect and de-
nomination of Chriftians, to remove this _fumb-
ling block, this butt of raillery, out of the way of
unbelievers, by purging their worfhip from that
Joad of antifcriptural ceremonies and inventions,
which are fo far from adding to the decency
and majefty of Chriftian worthip, (which is the
thing pretended) that they have been found by
«the experience of ages, to render it more con-
temptible in the eyes of all rational Chriftians,
and to make it the fport and proverb of infidels,
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3dly. ANoPHER grand pretence for infidelity -
s the bad morals and wicked lives of profefling
Chriftians, It is infinuated that they are no
better, but rather worfe than ether men. They
are contrafted by infidels with the Fews, Mabo-
metans, and even the Hleathens, and are ever
made to fuffer by the comparifon. And this
charge, however unfairly, is not laid upon the
men, but upon their religion. It is plainly in~
 finuated that Chriftianity, under the manage-
ment of its priefts, has a tendency to promote
the vices and diforders, with which its profef-
fors arg, in a fpecial manner, ftigmatized. It
is not my bufine(s to enquire in this place, ei-
ther whether the fa& is true, or whether the
reafoning upon itis juit.

Twue allegation, whether made in reality ex
pretence, is of too great importance to be difre-
garded by any who have the religion of Jefus
truly at heart; and the little influence which -
the Chriftian religion has upon the lives and
tempers of many of its profeflfors, however un-
juftly it may be charged on Chriftianity itfelf,
is yet in faét a great difgrace to our holy reli-
gion, and has been made ufe of as a plaufible
pretence for the condu& of infidels, As wel
as I remember it was a reproach caft upon our
religion, by one of its-ancient enemies ; /i Chri-
Sus bene J)o,cui ety Chrifliani fanilé vixifjent :
If Chrift had taught holy doétrines, his difci-
ples would have led holy lives. Now although
the ignorance and falfhood of this may be eafily
proved; yet it will not be fo eafy a tafk tore-
move the prejudice which the wicked lives of
Chriftians does to the honour and interefts of

- ur holy religion.  Accordingly we find that the
’ wrisers

- ¥
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writers on the fide of infidelity harp moft fre-
uently, and perhaps moft fuccefsfully upon this
aring ; they take a peculiar pleafure in rehearfing .
and exaggerating the vices and infirmities of:
Chriftian priefts, and Chriftian nations, and in
fetting them beneath all other priefts and nations -
in the world, in this refpe&. If a Chriffian
priefl, and a Brachman, Dervife, or Tolopin, are
compared together, the Chriftian prieft is always-
the wor/? man. If a Chriflian and Turkifb lay-
man are compared together, the Tur# is always-
the b¢/?man. And indeed to fpeak ingenuoufly,.
L have little doubt but that a general reforma-
tion of manners in Chriflendom, would go farther
towards the converfion of Fews, Heathens and:
Infidels of all forts, and towards promoting the-
konour of our holy religion, than all the fine
_ things we are able to fpeak or write in its-de-
fence. If we were careful to adorn the doc-
trines of Gop our Saviour by lives correfpondent
to our profcflions; if we bad our converfation
honefl in the fight of Fews, Heathens and Infi-
dels ; they would in all probability be induced
by our good works which they bebeld, to glorify Gop-
in the duy of wifitation; and even thofe who could
not be reclaimed, would at leaft 2e afbamed:
JSalfly to accufe our good converfation in Chrift f.

. How much ought it therefore to be our en--
deavour, as Chriftians, that this reproach fhould~
be wiped away from us, and this ftumbling.
block and rock of offence fhould be removed
out of the way. of infidels ; that the heufé of Le-
vi 7ught be purified, the priefls of our religion-
cloathed with righteoufnefs, and that all who wear

f 3 Peter ii, 12, iii.. 16,

the



SERMON VIL 343
ihe Chriflian name, fhould, for the honour of
their facred religion, make confcience of depart-
4ng from iniquity, and a&ing agreeable to thejr
facred profeflion.

SeconNDLY, and to conclude; do we indeed
believe and profefs the religion of Jefus, and
hope to obtain eternal life under the influence of
#his belief and profeffion ! But how vain is this
_profeflion, and how fallacious will thefe hopes
prove, if we obey not the commands, and com-
ply not with the conditions of falvation con-
tained in this religion?

Aras! What can it avail us that Chriftian-
dity.is a true and divine religion, and that we
.can prove it to be fuch, if, at the fame time, it
be found that we treat this truth as a mere unin-
terefting fpeculation, and that our lives and
converfations are inconfiftent with its hopes,
.and diametrically oppofite to.its faving defigns!
What can it avail us to demonfirate the truth ofa
.religion which contains the fentence eo}[ our own con-
.demnation, and to the facred ditates of which

- we pay no pradtical regard ! At the very fame
inftant that a wicked man believes the truth
and divine original of Chriftianity, if he truly
anderftands the fcope and tenor of its contents,’
hemuft as truly believe that he is rondemned
by it to the heavieft punifhment, if a fpeedy
and effeCual repentance prevent it not! All
therefore that a wicked perfon can expe&t from
a firm affent to the truth of the Chriftian reli-
gion, is an aggravation of his future condem-’
nation: With fuch it will undoubtedly fare
worfe than with the inhabitants of Sodom and
Gomorrha in the day of Judgment! The blind
Heathens, and mifguided Mabometans, will re-

5 ‘ ceive
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ceive a lighter fentence, a more tolerable condentw
nation! How much bétter would it have been |
for fuch, that they bad never kmown the way of’
righteoufnefs, than after they have known and
believed it, to turn from the holy command-
ment delivered unto them, and to bold the truth
in_unrighteoufne(s®. Every perfon who truly
believes the gofpel, muft believe, that without
repentance and fincere holinefs there can be no
falvation®. That the wrath of Gob is therein
revealed, againfl all ungodlinefs and unrighteoufnefs
of men, whohold the truth in unrighteoufnefs i,

hat tribulation and anguifb are determined upor
every foul of man, who obeyeth not the truth, but
unrighteoufnefs . That Jefus Chrift, as a juft
judge, will take vengeance on all thofe who 0b
nat bis gofpel; and that this irreverfible fentence
will be paffed by him, upon all the impenitent
workers of iniquity; depart from me, ye curfed,
ints everlafling fire'.” And that this future con~
demnation will be heightened from this ve
confideration, that the light of the gofpel is come
into the world, and they have loved and choofed the
darknefs of fin, rather than to walk by this light,
through aa indiffoluble attachment to their evil
deeds ™,

Ir we would, therefore, ever hope for any
faving advantage from our belief of the Chriftian.
religion, and attachment to it; nay, if we
would ever hope to efcape that aggravated con-
demnation, which, if the gofpel is true, wick=
ed and impenitent Chriftians will undoubtedly

8 z Peter iii, 21, P Luke xiii. 5. Heb. xii. 14.

1 Romans i. 18. k Romaas ii. 8.

! Matt, xxve 41. 2 Thefl i, 7. = John ifi. 19.
receive 3
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feceive 3 it behoves us to fee well to it, that
none of us fhould feem to come fhort of this
grace of Gop, by indulging ourfelves in the
commiffion of any known lin, or in the negle&
of any known duty, and fo continuing in a
ftate of impenitency. Let us fee to it that we,
work out our:own falvation with fear and
trembling 3 that we cleanfe ourfelves from all
filthinefs both of fleth and fpirit, and perfe&
holinefs in the fear of Gop ;—that, in obe-
dience to that gofpel which we believe to be
divine, we make confcience of denying all
ungodlinefs, &c. 8&cc.—And that givingall dili-
gence, we add to our faith, virtue, knowledge,
&cn.  And let us lay down thefe-as certain and
unfailing maxims, that faith without works, is
dead, being alone.—That a holy and virtuous tem-
per and difpofition of mindy isy in the nature /'of
things, an abfolutely neceffary preparative qualifi-
cation for the happinefs of heaven;—and that
Jefus Chrift will never be the autbor of eternal
Jalvation to any, but to fuch as obey him .

® 2 Peter i, g—11. o Hebrews v. g,

EnD of the First VoLuME,

Vor. I. A 8





