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I'l" is one of the most extraordinary events, whicl
have taken place, in the progress of hunan affairs, that
out of a religion, which breaths nothing but peace and
gcod.will to man, which prescribes love, as its first and
great commandment, and which condemns pride, am-
bition, worldly-mindedness, and persecution, as most
contrary to its nature, and.Jnconsistent with its end ;
that, out of such a religion, should have arisen a do-
ninion, the most tyrannical, oppressive and persecut-
ing, beyond any, ever before kncwn in the world. It
was not wonderful, that the prophets, foreseeing, by di-
vine illumination, the rise and progress of that power,
should have been filled with astonisiiment ; as it 1s said
by St. John, Rev. 17. 6.— And I saw the woman
drunken with the blood of the saints, and of the
martyrs aof Jesus, and when I saw her, ™ wondered
with great, admiration.”” [t was not strange, that Jews
and heathens should tyrannize over and persecute chris.
tians. This had been experienced, and might be ex-
pected ; but that the woman, the professed Church of

Cluist, ghould do so, was a just cause of astonishment,
A2
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And, indeed, it 15 not much less to be wondered at
that so many, who live among christians, in our day,
who are not blinded, by prejudice, in favor of the
grand apostacy, who yet have the plain and descrip-
tive prophecies,* and the faithful page of history before
their eyes, yet cannot see the clear evidence of the
spirit of God, in his word, and be led to believe it to
be a divine revelation. ‘To convince such of this truth,

to confirm and comfort believers, is the use and end
of prophecy ; it therefore demands of alla very serious
attention.

It is proposed to make some observations and some
calculations on the prophecies which relate to the rise
and fall of antichrist, and then to take notice of such
as appear to relate to the events of our times.

"The period of antichrist’s reign is mentioned in the
revelation of St. John, as 1260 days, (2 day for ayear)
as 42 months ; and three years and an half ; all which
amount to the same time, The same is mentioned in
the prophecy of Daniel, ch. 7. 25 & 12. 7. as ¢¢ g tire,
times and an half, or divading of time.”” But the timc
of the beginning of this period has becen the subject of
various conjecture, |

Mr. Lowap, Dodridge, Frazer, and other very respcct-
ble writers, have placed it, in the year of our Lord 756,
when Pepin, king of France, bestowed upon the Pope
the Kxarchate of Ravenna, which, together with the
Dutchy of Rome, was called St. Peters patrimony.
This, however, does not appear to have been so much
the beginning of his reign, or setting him in his throne
(where he was already, long before that time) as the
compleating of his dominion, as a temporal sovereign.

Other times have been mentioned, with some ap-

* Rev. 13thand 17th chap. "Dan. 7th ﬁand 8th chap. and 11th
chap. from v. 36. 2. Thes. 2.5. &c.
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pcarance of probability—Particularly, when Justinian,
the F.mperor, after a war of several years, by his gene.
rals BeHisarius and Narscs, had extinguished the power
of the Goths, in Italy ; es*ablished the seat of lis - o-
vernment at Ravenna, and gave up Rome to the Pope,
in 552, or 5§53, ¢ He protected the Pope, in his autho-
rity, and greatly contributedto his advancement, by pe-
nal and sanguinary laws, which he made against all,
who dissented from the Romish church.”” So that, then
it may be said- (as in Rev. 13. 2.) ¢ The Dragon gave
him his poscer, and his seat, and great cuthority.””

Mr. Fleming takes notice of this great accession of
power; and judging that there must be seme thing
corresponding to 1t, in his fall, when his period is run
out, predicted, very exactly, the fall of the French mo-
narchy in 1794, viz. 5521 1260—18=1794.% He calls
the French Monarchy the Sun of the popish kingdom,
as being its chief supnort, and when that sun was dark-
encd, the fall of tihe kingdom may be near. We may
yet see rcason to conclude, that these events are con-
nected ; the one introductory to the other ; that the fall
of the old monarchy of France prepares to introduce
that person, which is to destroy the dominion of Rome,

These conjectures are foundea upon the Pope’s ter.-
poral sovereignty, when, after the Roman empice, inthe
west, had been distributed into several kingdoms, ind
the imperial power of Rome was gone ; the littte Horn
arose (Dan. 7. 8.) in the antient scat of the Empire, and
his period commencing from that circumstance, its end
must terminate his reign.

But his spiritual supremacy had not the same Lle-
ginning, nor is it supposed, that it will have the san:e
end,  Both these, however, go to make up his prophe-
tical and rcal character, and were jointly the ground of

T N : — :
Mr. Fleming wrote in the beginning of last ccnury.
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his great dominion; and itis probable, that the causcs,
which will destroy the one, will also operate to dsstroy
the other, and their fall may not-be very distant in time.

It was the spiritual supremacy of the Pope, which
most contributed to hjs great dominion and which most
concerned the world.  This made him diverse from all
the other beasts, (or monarchies) which were merely
temporal. This distinquished him, in prophecy, and
was the source of that enormous power, whereby he
reigncd in the highest 5 whereby he deceived and go-
verned the world; and assumed such high attributes,
and divine duthority, to dispose of the kingdoms, and
govern the consciences of men. ‘This was the saurce
of his' great riches—it extended in profession and cha-
racter, over the whole world, and was that, whereby,
according to prophecy, he became a Head, or the con-
tinuation of the fourth Beast, Rev. 17. 11, terrarum
orbis imperium—the head of the Loly Roman empire.

Tho’ Lis spiritual supremacy, was the principal fea.
ture of the character of the beast, yet his temporal au-
thority was also essential to it, accordmg to prophecy.
He was to be a Aorn, Dan. 7, 8, 1. €. a temporal sove-
reign. It was fit, thathe should have a scat for himself.
It contributed to the dignity and grandeur of his assum-
ed character, as universal bishop, that he should be in-
dependent, and free from the dominion of any other
Prince, and it was agreeable to the praophecy (Rev. 13,
2. 17, 18.) that it should be Rome. Hence it was that
the ¢ man of sin,” with his mystery of iniquity,”’
which so carly began to wark, could not be fully reveal-
ed, till that which letted (or hindered) viz. the imperial
power, ‘¢ wastaken out of the way.” 2. Thes. 2. 6.7.
Now this may bave taken place, when the Emperor
gave up Rome to the administratior: »{ the Pope, in the
year of our Lord 552,
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'The rise of the spiritual supreniacy vwas gradual, and
it is difficult to assign any date to it. It was, however,
catly working, long contcended for, assumed and grant-
ed before the year 756, It was in ncarly as high exer-
cise before, as after that time. In 726, when Leo, the
Emperor forbade the worship of images in Italy, and
gave orders to rcinove them out of the churches, the
Pope rejected the order, and excommunicated the em-
peror ; forbade the payment of taxes to him in Italy,
and , exemapted the people of the west from all ebedi-
ence to him. A public grant of the title of universal
bishop was made to tlic Popc, by the emperor Phocas, i
the year 606 ; yet he appears to have considered him-
self as possessed of the supremacy over all the west,
before that time, and the clergy and people acknowledg-
ed it, yea, they acquiesced, without murmuring, when
the title was conferred upon him, tho’ by the basest cm- .
peror that ever filled the throne

It does not appear, that the remporal sovereionty of
the Pope, began with the gift of Ravenna by Pepin, in
756. He seems to have had authority in Rome itself
before that time ; and to have considered it as his scat,
and his possession; which was not difficult for one of
his acknowledged dignity and aspiring spirit to obtain.
Hence it was, that when Aistulphus, king of the Lom-
bards, threatened to takeit from him, he applicd to
Pepin for protection. The king of France undertook
to support him.  First, he sent ambassadors to dissuade
the Lombard, from any attempts against the Pope ; and
when that failed, he went against him with an army. It
was well known, that it was not the Pope, but the city,
which Aistulphus wanted : So that the Pope was evi-
dently supposed to have had the possession and sove-
reignty of Rome, at that time; and might have had
it, long before; even from 552, before mentioned, it
docs not appear that he was ever dispossessed of it, ot
of the sovereignty of it, from that time,
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These observations may be sufficient to induce a sus-
picion, that the era 756, so much relied on, by many,
for the rise of antichrist, 1s too late. Besides, this (car-
rying his fall, by the addition of 1260—18, to 1998)
would place those remarkable events, the burning of
Rome & the conversion of the jews, which are to pre-
cede the millenium, farbeyond the year 2000; whereas
the common expectation of christians has been, that the
seventh chiliad, from the creation, to commence with
the year 2000, is to be the millenium, or sabbattical
chiliad ; the 1000 years mentiored in the 20th chapter
* of the Revelation.

The mystical number 666, ch. 13, 18, on which Mr.
Lowman, and others depend so much, to determine, the
time of the rise of antichrist, counting from the time
of the vision, in the isle of Patmos, in the year 90, may
not be of great weight, as it seems natural to apply
what is there said, asa part of the description of the
second beast; and that it is said to be, not the time of
the beast, but the number of his name. This number
some have found, in one name, and some in others,
Mr. Vivian shews it in the name, Loudovicus, (Licuis)
and applies it to the Royalty of France, because that
was the common riame of most of the sovereigns of
France, for several centuries. And perhaps no power,
that has yet arisen, better answers to the description of
the second Beast, (Rev. 13. 11. &c.) than the present

“mperor.—This will be afterwards considered.



A SN e Pl

Some calculations oir prophetical numbers, to
shew, that the fall of the Roman antichris-
tian power, may not be far from the pre-
sent tame.

Calculations on prophetical events may not be ex-
pected to answer with minute exactness, on account of
the necessary and designed obscurity of prophecy ;
and because large periods may be stated in whole num-
bers, without noticing smaller parts; yet when the
compleat fulfilment arises, the history may be sufficient-
ly exact, to satisfy well disposed minds, and to establish
the fzith and confidence of christians. Such are dis-
posed to consider the ways of God, and observe, with
pleasing anxiety, the gradual opening up of his plans,
in the government of the world ; and though they may
fall into mistakes, they know, that ¢ the vision is for
an appointed time, but in the end, it will speak, and will
not lie.”

The calculation on Mr. Lowan’s era, is easily made,
by adding the period of antichrist’s reign, ard deduct-
ing 18 years, to reduce the prophetical years, (of 360
days) to the siderial years (of 365 --6 hours)—the re-
sult will be 1998. This I have supposed to be too late.
If we take the year 552, or rather 553, when Rome was
effectually recovered from the power of the Goths, and
left to the Pope, 553 + 1260—18=1795. Now, it may
be remembered, that about that time, the French gene-
rals ovcrran Italy, cntered Rome in triumph, took the
Pope prisoner, and carried him thro’ some of the pro-
vinces of France. Since that time his tcmporal power

~ has been little, and his spiritual authority is very low,

among the kingdoms of the world, The Emperor of

- the French, who is also King of Italy, in the latter part

of 1807, or beginning of the year 1808, sent an army
and took possession of the castle of St. Angelo, set up
his arms i all parts of the new kingdom, and ordered

B
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public processes to be carried on in his name ; and since
that time he has incorporated the Pope’s troops with his
own army.

There is 2 number, 2300, in the eighth chapter of
Daniel, introduced in the following manner—v. 13.
¢ Then I heard one saint (or holy one) speaking ; and
another saint said unto that certain saint, who spake ;
how Jong shall be the vision (concerning) the daily (sa-
crifice) and the transgression of desolation, to give both
the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot 2”
v. 14. ““ And he said unto me, unto two thousand and

three hundred days ; then shall the sanctuary be cleans-
ed.”

The vision includes a representation of the three great
mounarchies. 1. The Medo- Persian, represented by the
"Ram, with two horns, v. 3. and 20.—2, The Grecian,
by the, Goat, ‘with one notable horn, v. 5. and 21.—3,
"Fhe Roman monarchy, represented by a little horn wax-
ing exceeding great, and by the standing up of a king
of fierce countenance, &c. See vs. 9. and 23. This
power shall do great mischief in the world, and to the
church of God, and shall continuc along time, in its va-
rious forms, practising and prospering. 1t shall take
away the daily sacrifice, and destroy the sanctuary ; de-
solate the church, and ‘¢ cast down the truth to the
ground.” Now, the question is, how long shall these
things last ; and when will be the end of these desola-
tions? The answer is, unto 2300 days. Then the
obstructions will be removed, and ¢ the sanctuary will
be cleansed.” The church will be purified, and the
true worship of God established.

This number, therefore, 2300, may be considered,
as Including aline of events, in prophecy, from a cer-
tain time in the reign of the Persian monarchy, to the
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end of the fourth, the Roman and antichristian jnonar-
chy ; which is meant by ¢ the transgression of desola-
tion.”” See Matthew 24, 15,

It is of importance here toascertain, at what time this
period of 2300, was to begin. Not, from the time of
the vision, which was about 553 ycars before the coin.
ing of Christ, and which would have ended ilie 2300,
about 60 vears ago, of which there has been no sensi-
ble appearance. The beginning assigned by Bishop
Ncwton, that is, when Alexander entered upon his ex-
pedition for the conquest of Asia, 334 years before
Christ, would end in 1926 ; but" this beginning does
not appear sufhciently marked. No good reason ap-
pears, why the beginning of the third monarchy should
be fixed upon, rather than that of the second or fourth.
Besides, the wision evidently takes ina part of the Per-
sian monarchy, (the ram) and may reach far back into it.

We may suppose this long -eriod, including differ-
ent subjects, in which the church of God, both jews and
christians werc greatly interestedd, may be connccted as
a conzcquent to the former period of scventy years dis-
tress in captirity, then near a close. The captivity of
the jews, in Babylon, was typical of their dispersion by
the Romans—Babylon, the oppressor of the antient peo.-
ple of God, was typical of mystical Babylon, or antichrist,
the great oppressor of the church of Christ—7The fall of
Babylon and the Assyrian Empire, was connected with
the first deliverance of the jews; and the fall of ¢ Luby-
lon the great, the mother of harfats,” is ta be connected
with, and introductory to the future enlargement of the
church, the conversion of the jews, and cleansing of
the sanctuary,

This long period then, may be supposed to begin,
with the conclusion of the seventy vears captivity, or
with the beginning of the seventy weeks mentioned ch.
9. 24. 1. €. 490 years before the death of Christ.

B 2
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If this begiuning is taken, then this number 430, to.
gether with the period of antichrist’s reign 1260, —ust
be included in the 2300 years; and their sum, _eing
substracted from th t number, will give the time when
antichrist rose ; and his period being added te this, will
shew, when he should fall : See calculation (1.) We
must obscryve, that the prophetical years should be re-
duced to solar years ; and the age of Christ added, to
bring it to the common era.

As the pericd of 70 wecks is divided by the angel,
ch. 9. 25. 26. into three parts ; viz. seven weeks, or
forty-nine ycars, for the compleat establishment of the
jews in their own land ; sixty-two weeks, or 434 years,
to the death of Christ ; and one week, or seven years,
for ¢¢ confirming the covenant with many ;°? if we sup-
pose, that the period 2300, should begin with the sixty-
two wecks, or 434 years before the death of Christ, this
will make the result different, by fifty-six years : Sece
calculation (2.) '

(1) (2.) (3.
2300 Dagniel’s No, 2300 2300
32 32 1260
2268 reduced 2263 1040
1242 gntichrist’s period reduced. 12492 434
1026 1026 606
*490 gseventy tweeks. 434 1260
536 592 1866
33 age of Christ. 33
569 awhen antichrist rose. 625
1242 1242

1811 when ke should full, as to his 1867
tempioral power.

* As this number is mentioned in weeks (seventy sabbattical
years) it is not certuin whether it ought to be reduced or not. 1f it
should be reduced to 483, the result will be 1818,
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As it is supposed, that antichrist rose in €06, when
the title of universal Bishop was conferred upon the
Pope ; it is remarkable, that the calculation with those
nambers, without reducing them, gives exactly that num.
ber (see 3.) for his rise, and 1866 for his fall—that is,
for the loss of his spiritual supremacy, which is 56 years
beyond the time of the fall of his temporal dominion.
And this long time may be fully required to annihilate
that respect, submission a»d devotion which is paid to
him, as the sovercign hersl of the Church, in so many
parts of the world. The means of accomplishing this
extinction of his authority over the minds of men will
probably be some great manifestation of the light and
glory of the Gospel, which is to prepare for the conver-
sicn and restoration of the jews, and the prophetical
numbers in Dan. 12. 11, 12. may have a reference
therete. On these 1 make no further observations.

After these observations on dates and numbers, which,
though new, may perhaps deserve some notice, Iam -
led to make a few remarks on some parts of the pro-
phecies, which appear to relate to the events of our
times.

It might be expected that some notice would have
been taken, in prophecy, of the remarkable events,
which have come to pass, and are daily comiug to pass,
in our times. KEurope is the field of prophccy, and has
been, for two thousand years, the theatre of its princi-
~ pal subjects; ever since the remains of the Greciau
~ empire was overturned by the Romans, about 170 years
before the coming of Christ.  After that time, the at-
tention of prophecy is directed to the fourth, or Roman

monarchy ; Rome, pagan, christian, antichristian, until
- send. Many cvents, previous to this time, have been
foretold, and have come to pass; but scarcely any scem
to be of greater note, and 1mportance, than are the re-
volutions and overturnings of cur times. Itis, therefore,
not improbable, but that an attentive inquircr, secking



14

to know the meaning of what the spirit saith unto the
church, may find some prophecies answerable to these
events. Almost all the prophecies have had their parti-
cular application, by different writers; who, while they
have differed widely from each other, may have differed
as far from the truth. 'Who can search the mind of the
spirit ? Yet with respect to past events, we may form
comparisons, and conjectures, with respect to the future,

There are two remarkable events mentianed, in pro-
phecy, to take place during the period of antjchrist’s
reign, viz. the rise of the second Beast, Rev. 13. 11. to
the end : and the pouring out of the vials, chap. 16. cal-
led the last plagues, which are to put an end to the anti-
christian dominion.—On these it is proposed to make
some observations.

1. The rise and description of the second Beast, Rev,
13.11. to the end.—The first beast, who rose out of the
sca, mentioned in the beginning of tiie chapter, was the
same, which Danicl saw, chap. 7. 7. and is described
wn the same manner, as having seven heads, and ten horns,
himself nameless ; and tho’ possessing the savage na-
wure of the other beasts, the bear, the lion and the leo-
prard, yet was diverse from them all.  He is referred to,
:n prophecy, sometimes under one head or form, and
sometimes under another ; yet he is still considered as
:he same heast, under all his diverse forms. He sitteth
:n the same seat or throne, and has the same cxtent of
dominion, still representing the last, or Roman monar-
chy, and to have continuance until the end of the deso-
fation.

The second beast was to be different from the first,
{allo thirion) not having the same seat or throne, nor the
same character of his empire, but was to resemble him
in such a manner, as to be justly called his image. He
is called thérion, the same name which is given te the
other monarchies ; which shews that it was to be 1a
nionarcly, and to have dominion, like them. "T'his shews,
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also hew unapplicable to the subject are ail these things
which have been commonly assighed to be the second
Beast.  Such as pagan philosophy, Apollonius Tyaneus
with his miracles, the Pope with his clergy, ecclesiastical
persons with secular power, &ec.

It was observed before, that, perhaps, no power has
vet arisen which better answers to the description of the
second Beast, than the present emperor of the French.
Let us particularly consider and compare the description
of him, Rev. 13, 11, to the end.

1. He arose ““ out of the earth,” (tes ges) i. e. the
territory of the Roman empire, and among the kingdoms
into which it was to be divided.

2. He had ¢¢ two lorns, like a Lamb.»® Horns in
prophecy, commonly signify kingdoms, and the descrip-
tion would be answered thus far, by the Emperor of the
French and King of ltaly. But here, they are describ-
ed by the innocence and gentleness of a lamb, which
should lcad us rather to consider them as signifying these

- means, whereby he ruled or professed to rule, aud ex-
- tend his power ; those things wherein his chief strength
* lay. These, I think were, Liberty qml Lguality. These

i

were his grand pretentions ; the primary means where.

{ by he rose, and whereby he pushed his victorics. Yea
* still, wherever he goes, or sends his generals, it is to de-
* liver from oppression, to give liberty, to regenerate, to

protect. By this, the world was deccived, and his vic-
tories rendered easy, until his power was established.

- It may not be easy for Americans, who have always en-

‘Joyed these blessings, to understand the full force of
these words, when they came, supported with power,
among nations, where differences of rank were so great,
and the oppressions of the poor were so intollerable.
‘They were the cant words, the inchanting arguments,

~which had a most astonishing effect, in the French revo-
Jution, and not only on that nation, but wherever their
armies were sent or their missienaries travelled.
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3. ¢ He spake like a dragon,” fierce and terrible ; the
attribute assumed by that new power, the terrible nation.
And no one, cxcept the first Beast, (Dan. 7. 8.} ever
“ had a mouth speaking so great things.” The majes-
tic, proud, imperious, haughty style of that power, 1s
proverbial.

4. ¢ He exercises all the power of the first beast, be-
Jore him,* (enopion autou) 1. e. in his presence ; while
he yet lives, and sces his power assumed by another.
He assumes all the power of the empire, civil, military
and ecclesiastical, in the presence of him, who yet styles
himself, the head of the holy Roman empire.

5. ¢« He causeth the earth, and them that dwell
therein, to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound
was healed.” We may observe upon this, that (pros-
kunein) which signifies, to kiss, ur to bow down to one,
may not signify religious worship, but voluntary sub-
mission and subjection. And the meaning here is, that
he causeth the people of the territory, or empire, to
become submissive to the imperial power ; to thatform
of the ¢ first beast, which was wounded, and whose
wound was healed.” "This will be further explained
under the 7th particular.

6. ** He doth great wonders, so that he maketh firc
to come down from heaven, on the earth, in the sight of
men.” v. 13. The word, which is here translated wonders
(someia) is, in the next verse, rendered miracies.

It signifies awonderful things, great exploits, which
appear uncommon and admirable, and may mean the as-
tonishing efforts of power & victories, so sudden & ex.-
traordinary, as if fic could cause fire* to come down from
Licaven, as Lilijah did, 10 destroy his enemies at once.

* So should, ina kal pur poi, be rendered, and not so that he
maketh tire, &c.
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7. ¢ He deceiveth them that dwell on the carth, by
these rairacles (mighty exploits) which he had power to
o in the sight of the beast ; saying to them, that they
should make an image to the beast, which had the
wound by asword, and did iive.”” v. 14, The plain
mcaning 1s, that, by his great exploits, and wonderful
success, he decetved, persuaded, and prevailed upon thie
inhabitants of the territory of the antient western em-
pire, to make an 1mage to the Beast, viz to make and.
acknowlcdge an emgeror ; one, who, though not the same,
as to his seat and character, yet should be a just repre-
sentation and rmage of the antient imperial powcr,
which had been wounded, and yet came to life again.

To explain this more fully, cbeerve, that the first
beast, or Roman monarchy, is represented, as having se-
ven heads.  Those are understood to signify seven dif-
ferent forms of government.  According to 'Tacitus,
the first six heads were, kings, consuls, dictators, de-
cemvirs, military tribunes, and emperors. These six
heads were all of the same kind, tcmporal, military
conquering, like the other monarchies. In the last of
these heads, i. e. the imperial, the beast, or monarchy,
received a deadly wound, when Rome was taken by the
Goths, and the imperial potver was annihilated in Italy,
and all the west. It appeared to be decad of the wound,
and continued sa for above an hundred years; Lut be.
ing recovered again, a% has been mentioned, -the papal

: power arose in Rome, and revived the beast, in a seventh

-

Ar e

head, diverse from all the other heads ; that is a profess.

Cedly spiritual and religious dominion, but still tyrannical

and bloody as the others.  Now, in this form, the papal

“power of Rome, he ever had his image, in the temporal

authorities, throughout the empire, with tlieir religious

establishments ; and inspired with his spirit, and sup.

perting the Popedom. Thus we find this image of his

1s mentioned under the first vial, when the new power,

the second beast, was rising, that ¢ a gricvous sore full
C
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upon them, that worshipped the image of the beast.”
But it is evident, that the image¢, which the second beast
1s here said to persuade the innabitants of the territory
tomake, and to worship, v. 12. 14. was not the image
of the papal beast ; but of the imperial form, or head
of the beast, in which he had received the deadly wound.

Now, this consideration affords a pretty strong evi-
dence of the justness of this interpretation, Many things
have been taken for ihe second beast ; but none of all
that have ever been supposed, could possibly persuade
the people of the earth (or territory of the Roman em-
pire) to' make an Emperor. Bcnaparte has proved the
fact, and removed all objections.

8. ¢ He had power to give life to the image of the
beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, &
capse, thatas many as should not worship the image of
the beats, should be killed.’” v. 15.—When the people
had made the image, or emperor, he had power and
address enough, not ‘only to provide, that it should not
be a lifeless inactive idol, as such commonly are ; but
to give it autherity to command and enforce subjection,
on pain of death. Now, how literally and dreadfully
this has been fulfilled, upon all people or nations, who
haye’ dared to oppose his ambitien, or tp defend them-
selves, the history of his successful wars will abundant-
ly shew. He must, in the work of blood, be ranked
above all the great destroyers of men, whom history has
given us any Zccount of in the world. S

9. ¢ That no man might buy or sell, save he that
had the mark—of the beast.”” v. 17. The various decrees
and orders of the Emperor, now in force, afford evidence
enough, that none are to trade, but such as submit to
his authority. B A

Whoever considers these several descriptions, and

sompares them ‘with recent facts, will be at no- loss to
sce, whose image and superscription it Is.
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~The rest of the character, vs. 18. 18. may soon be
developed. In a letter from Wirtemberg, published in
the Christian’s Magazine, it is said, that Cardinal Fesch;
Bonaparte’s uncle, minister of religion, for the Confede-
ration of the Rhine, lately ordered the protestant clergy,
at Augsburg, to wear certain popish garments; to placc
alters in their cliurches, and to tead some new madc
popish liturgies , and thro’ fear of the - Emperor, they
complied. The samme letter states, that a new sect had
arisen, who distinguish themselves; by a particular dress,
and a sign worn in their hats; who have deified Bona-
parte ! The progress of such affairs, may soon disco-
ver what is meaiit by the mark, the name, and the num-
ber of the name of the beast, which scem yet to be too
much involved in mystery, to allow us to venture any
conjectures upon them.

The next subject of prophecy, which appears to re-
late to our times, is the pouring out of the vials. ch. 16.

Mueh Qdificrence of opinion has taken place among
interpreters about the application of the vials ; there
has been, however, a general consent, with respect to
the use arid end of them, viz. that they signify the judg-

7 ments of God, upon atitichrist and his supporters. They

are intended to be preparations for, and the means of
the downfal of that great oppressor : and as that event
appears to be fast approaching from his great loss of
power ; and of almost all consideration in the political

1 world ; and from the foregoing calculations, if any

stress can be laid upon them, I think the effect of the
vials may be applied, with propriety to the events of

4 our times, since the beginning, or some time before the

beginning of the French revolution.

Previous to a particular application of the vials to

A these events, I observe

1. That they are called tgc last plagues, intended for
2
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the destruction of the beast. ch. 15. 1. Whatever
plagues have becn sent upon him, before, as many had
been, these are the last, and intended for Lis fall ; and
thercfore they may not require a long time, in successi-
on to accomplish their object. This may also be con-
cluded from the suddenncss of threatened judgment on
Babylon the Type of antichrist. Is. 47.11. Jer. 51. 8.
and from Rev. 18. 9.

2. We ought to expect that this great event will be
brought about, agreeably to what is said of it, in the

sxd of God. 2. Thes. 2. 8. * Whom the Lord will
consume with the spirit of his mouth, and destroy with
the brightness of his coming,” viz. That Zight or know-
ledge, whxch, of every kmd and upon all subjects, is
the gift of God, is to be the primary means, in the pro-
vidence of Gnd, of effecting the great work.

The first vial was poured on the carth. ch. 16. 2. viz.
as before ohserved, the territory of the beast ; the coun-
ry in general, be lonnmo' to the antient Roman empirg—

T'he effect was, And thtrc fell a noisome and gricv-
ous sore on the men who had the mark of the bmst &
vwho worshipped his image.” Now,. that which was
such a grievous sore 1o the beast, and his supporters,
may have been the rise and astomsh-vq progress of
perverted  philosophy.  The diffusion of knowledge
under a corrupt religion which had long kept the world
11 lgnorance and bondage, generated a Kind of philoso-
vhy, perfectly athcistical, and an enemy to all religion &
established order.  This was supported by a vast num.
ber of men, of greu talents and learning, and by many
in high authority. "They were formed into scets and
secret societies, over most of those countries ; and us-
ed all their abilities, with extraordinary zeal. to overturn
religion, and establish whut they called the reign of rea-
son ; and as the religion they had to contend with, was
very valnerable, they had oreat success.  The great
il ots which this had on the revolation of France, and
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m other places, thic history of those countries abun-
dantly shews; and what a grievous sore it must have
been to all that worshipped the beast and supported his
tyranny, may easily be conceived. Nothing can be
more applicable.  Knowledge is a precious gift of God,
but in the wicked it will be perverted, and may become
a powerful instrument of the judgments of God upon
corrupted society. It was a mean, peculiarly adapted
to introduce the overturning of a religious tyranny,
founded in ignorance and implicit faith.

The dominion of antichrist was so founded, and sup-
ported by ignorance. He was in the zenith of his pow-
er, about the end of the 15th century,* all the nations
round him were subjected to him—all opposition was
silenced. He dreaded nothing more than the light of

* About this time, Mr. Fleming, with considcrable probability
places the death of the witnesses. 1The remuins of the Piedmon-
tois and Waldenses had been dispersed over different countries of
Europe, and propagated their principles in opposition to the
Church of Rome. They obtained some footing, in different places,
but chiefly in Bohemia. Here also they were pursued, and sub-
jected to a severe persecution, for many years; and about the last
of the 15th century, the faithful Taborites and Caiixtines were
so reduced, thatthey were no longer worthy of any public notice,
even by theirenemies. They were called speculani, from their liv-
ing in dens and caves ; and according to Comenius’s history of the
Bohemian Church, they sent out four of their number thro’ Russia,
Greece, Bulgaria, Egypt, Italy, France and other places, who re-
ported thatthey could find nochurch or people free from the grossest
errors, superstition &'idolatry ; that popery was triumphant in all the
west. About 1512, the remains of these Taborites were discover-
ed and persecuted, which was but three or four vears, before the

. reformation by Zuinglius and Luther, which answered nearly to

-

the 3% days or years of the unburied state of the \Witnesses.
Rev.11. 11. At the rcformation they rose and advanced gradual-
ly into honor, restand security, and tho’ in many places subject-
ed to persecution, in others they obtained a public establishment.
Their testimony and prophesying against the apostacy continues
still, yet considered as the church of Christ, they are disunited,

- and divided into parties, detached from each other; and in such

a low condition, they may be said to « fironkesy in sackcloth.”
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knowledge : and when it broke out tpon the world, by
the art of printing, and by the reformation, he exerted
all his authority and powet to prevent its effects. He
kept the scriptures in an unknown tongue ; he prohi.
bited the reading of useful books ; he enforced all, by

rsecttion, formed into a system; and he must have
)een subjected to very painful feelings, when, notwith.
standing all his continued efforts, lie found it at last be.
ginning to break dowr the strongest supports of his
throne. Co

~ Knowledge iwas to destroy him, iccording to 2.
Thes. 2. 8. By this, however; was not meant primari:
ly the saving knowledge of the gospel. That will,
doubtless, be the ultimate end of the c{;:ine manifesta-
tion. But that true ¢ heavenly wisdom is pure, & peace-
able and gentle.” It is not calculated for such scenes
of viclence and blood, as would be necessary to over-
turn the foundations of 1200 years. The first vials
produced that power, the second beast, which was suited
to that purpese. And this was brought about thro’ the
influence of an atheistical philosophy ; on which account,
he is also, in prophecy, called the false proplet.

The second vial was poured on the sea.  Sed, in
prophetical language, sometimes signifies the great body
of mankind, agitated by human passions, as in Da. 7,
2. And as a seq is a great collection of - water, in one
body, so, it may signify the great united body of peo-
pic in one kingdom ; and here is applied to the people
of France, 'Lhe effect was, *“ and it became as the
blood of a dead man,” quite corrupted, ** And every
living soul died, in the sea.” This was the native ef-
ect of the foregoing judgment—a being given up to
the d :ranging and destructive effests of atheistical prin-
ciples universally prevailing. The spirit and temper of
that nation became entirely and suddenly changed ; and
former restraints being removed, they gave themselves
up to the most violent passions, and were prepared for
the most horrid scenes of insurrection, massacre and



23

blocd. They became dead, not only to religion. and
civil order; but to all the humane and benevolent af-
fcctions, which are the ornament and happiness of living
men.  The number and horror of the bloody scenes,
that were acted, among them, fully answered the de.
scription, and shewed that the nation was so entirely
corrupted, that men of a good spirit could not live a-
mong them ; all were dca%.

The third vial was poured ¢ on the rivers and foun-
tains of water.” This, I apprehend, means t/e ministers
of religion. The figure is very proper, as they are, by
office, designed to water the vincyar«f; and the doctrines,
ordinances and consolations of religion, administered
by them, are the watersof life. The consequence was,
“they became Elood.” Thatis (as appears from the
following verses) subject to bloodshe(Y and death ; ex-
posed to suffer death or banishment withaut mercy. Now,
this was literally fulfilled. All, who refused to swear
to the civil constitution for religion, were condemned to
death or banishment—and Barruel says, that 138 Bi-
shops, & 6400 Priests were banished, at once,.from that
country, with circumstances of great misery and de-
grading contempt. -And that 300, who were principal-
ly of the higher orders, werc inhumanly massacred in
one month. * Such, says he, was the spectacle exhi-
bited to the world, by the French revolution}’ The

ropriety of this interpretation, further appears, from
the following verses. 5. 6. ¢ And 1 heard the angel
of the waters say, Thou art rizhtecus, O, Lord, who art,
and wast, and shall be, because thou hast judged them,
for they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and
thou hast given them blood to drink, for they
are worthy.” ‘Thus the angel of the waters, the guar-
dian of the waters of life, praises God for. his righte-
ous judgments.. * And another out of the alter,”’ that
is, @ martyr, joins him in the same doxclogy. ¢ Even
so Lord, God Almighty, true and rightcous are thex
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judgments.” And whoever considers the massaere of
~t. Bartholomew, and other cxamples of persecution in
that nation- will not think those praises misapplied. The
judgment came, in kind, and in dreadful measure, upon
the same order, who were the agents and approvers of the
manifold severitics, exercised upon the protestants, in
former times,

The fourth vial was «“ poured on the Sun.””> The rul-
ing power ; the reigning authorities.  France has been
called also the sun of the popish kingdom, as huving
‘ah\ays been its chief support. Now, a great change
takes place. The consequence was, an intensity of heat,
‘“ and power was grven him 1o scor ch men with fire.”
Now, it seems very proper to apply this to the ruling
power of France, which has also become the rulmg
power of Liurope.  All the powers of that nation, (since
the fall of the old monarcliv, whether national,constitu-
tional, directorial, or nnperlal have been truly a reign
of terror; the intensity of whose heat has scorched that
nation and almost all the parts of Lurope, bevond the
&everity of any other judgment that has ever befalley
them.—This needs no further illustration.

The fifth vial was poured on the scat of the Beast.
And itis said, ¢ his kingdom was full of darkness ;
and they gnawed their tongues for pain.”” The seat of
the beast is Rome, ch. 13. 2. ch. 18. His kingdom
signifies his temporal dominions. Now, this appears to
have been completely fulfilled, when the Frcnch armies,
as already mentioned, cverrun Italy, took possession of
Rome, made the Pope prisoner, and carried him away
thro’ some of the provinces of France, and when the
emperor sent his army, in 1808, and took possession of
the castle of St. Angclo, added the Pope’s troops to his
own, and set up his authority in all the parts of Italy.
Mr. Frazer applies this vial to the burning of Rome;
but that, I think, is evidently reserved for thc scventh
vial, when great B:wx lon is said to ¢ come into remem-
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brance, before God,” &e.  Besides, here, his ingdom
is said to be darkened, his scatis not destroyed. Tho?
he is become weak and ¢ brought down to the sides of
the pit,”’ yet he still subsists, and men see him still, in
his seat. It may be said of him, according to Is. 14.
16. ¢ They that sce thee, shall narrowly look upon thee,
saying, is thisthe man, that made the earth totremble,
and did shake the nations 22 O, what darkness, over
all the holy Roman empire! How doth the city sit so-
litary ! Its head, and power fallen! Its great riches
come to nought !

In all the foregoing vials we see, 1. The workings of
Divine providence in those great changes, in the state
of the world, until it has come down to our times.
2. We see this remarkable circumstance ; that the
French nation, which was the principal active power
in raising and supporting the dominion of antichrist, is
made the chief instrument 1n the judgments that bring

him down. ¢ Great and marvellous are thy works,
Lord, God Almighty !”

The sixth vial must be future. Itis contained in vs,
12. 16. *“ And the sixth angel poured out his vial, up-
onthe great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was
dried up, that the way of the Kings of the east might be
prepared. And I saw three unclean spirits, like frogs,
come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the
mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false
prophet.—For they are the spirits of devils, working
miracles, which go forth to the kings of thec earth, and
of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that
great day of God Almighty Behold I come, asa
thief; blessed is he, that watcheth and keepeth his
garments ; lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.
—And he gathered them together, into a place, called,
in the Hebrew tongue, Armageddon.”

This leads, in some measure, into the region of con-

D
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jecture.  Mr. Lowman thinks it may signify the re.
moving of obstructions, to make way for some empire
or kings, to invade the Pope’s territory, from its eastern
boundary. Mr. Frazer supposes it may signily the re-
moving of obstructions, that the jews, whom he calls
““ the kings of the cast,” may pass freely to their own
land. Neither of these apoear probable. The last
secms greatly to overstrain ihe metaphor; and as to the
first, it appears from Rev. 17. 16. that Rome isnot to be
destroyed by any invasion from the cast, but by the
kings or powers, among whom the Roman territory had
been divided, ¢ They shall hate the whore, and make
her desolate, and eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.”’

Since the attempt that has been made by the emperor of
the French, to invade England, and especially since the
mention of the grand combination of the powers of Fu-
rope, under him, {or that purpose, I am inclined to
think, that the invasion of England 1sthe sukject intend-
cd in this prophecy. It has been so long meditated &
threatened, and so great preparations have been made
for it, that considering the daring courage of Napeleon,
his inveterate hatred of England, his success in exciting
the animosity of other nations, and his uninterrupted
success in cvery other undertaking, it may be expected.

The feasibleness of this application of the sixth vial
may appear from the following considerations :

1. The application of the forgoing vials scems to be
natural, easy and unstrained. And this, the invasion,
cing a part of the phn of the principal actor, or -
strurent, 1 thesc great scenes, comes In naturziiy, in
tinic and place, among them. '

2. Great rivers, and great waters are natural bounda-
ries between naticns.  Euphrates was such, between
Judea, the country of the Jews, and the Assyrians, their
con.tant enemies. And the drying up of rivers, ren-
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dering them passable, is a scriptural figure for an inva-

3. The invasion of the antichristian powers cannot be
meant here, foritis evident, from the contents of the
vial, that they are the aggressors, and invading powers.
‘They send out their messengers, to call the kings of the
earth, and of the whole worid (otkoumends of the em-
pire) to the battle. Besides, no invasion of the Pope’s
territory is to be expected from the east. Some other
power must, therefore be meant.

4. All the kings, or powers, said to be combining,
or which may be expected to combine, to carry on the

rand scheme of invasion, are situated on the east of
England, and the narrow sea, between Calais and Do-
yer, may be the prophetical Euphrates.

From the contents of the vial, it appears,

1. That the invasion wiil tuke place. ¢ /e wa-
ter thereof was dricd up 3>’ and the way of the kings pre-
pared

2. It is intimated, that secrecy and surprise will be
studied, in the undertaking. ¢ Behold I come as a
thief, whose great ~are is to be undiscovered. There will
upon this view of the case, be sufficient reasons for
such caution to the invading powers, to avoid interrup-
tion, by the British navy.

5. That there will be a grear batile.  The head pow-
ers of the antichristian empire are all engaged in the
grand effort. 1. The Dragon. This signifies the old
serpent, Satan, who, as the god of the wicked world,
13 considered, as directing the ravages of those monar-
chies represented as furious beasts of prey. 2. The
Beast—that is antichrist, the head of the holy Roman
empire. 3. The fulse propheis, i. e. the atheistical re-

D2
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presentative, or image of the fust or imperial Least.
These send out their messengers, * t/iree unclean spi-
rits.””  What these are may be difhicult to particularize ;
only, their evil nature is intimated, that thcy ¢ are spirits
of devils,” and that they go out of the mouths of these
chief powers. This may imply, that there are to be
some things spoken, delivered or proclaimed by them ;
such as manifestoes, proclamations, summonses to the
Lings of the earthand of the whole werld (oikoumenes)
1. €. to all the bounds of the empire, to gather them to
the battle : Proclamations and manifestoes, filled, as
might be expected with falsehood, slander and blasphe-
my.—These spirits are said to ¢ work miracles,” which,
doubtless signifies the wonderful eflect, which the delu.
sive rneans employed will have upon the kings of the
earth, to lead them to conspire, in an undertaking so
evidently agzinst their own interest, and the interest of
the world. D S

4. Observe, that as, in the language of scripture, God
1s said to do, what he permits to be done, in the course
of his providence, and what bhe does not hinder, which
yet his mighty power could hinder, if he so willed ;
so this work is, inthe 16th verse, ascribed to Ged, ¢ and
ke gathered them together,” &c. And in v. 15, ¢ Be.
hold I comee, as a thicf.””  The gathering them, and the
manner of their coming, is under the supcrintendence
of the providence of God, as were the ravages of the
king of Assyria; or the means used to persuade the
kings of Isracl and Judali to go to the battle at Ramoth.-
g."%c‘?.df ST T "

Now, on the supposition of the propriety of tlus ap-
plication, I procced to examine, whether any thing, in
the contents of this vial, affords ground to believe, that
the end of the invasion’ will bg accomplishied.  That is
vhie annihilation of the power of England; which the
E.mperor has threatend, and ‘sworn to cffect.  Nething
¢of this kind, 1 thiek appears, but the centrary.  For,
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i{. The battle is called, ¢ the battle of the great day
of God Almighty.”> Thisis a formof expression very
common inthe scriptures. * The great doy of the
Lord,” which commonly signifies, a time of manifest-
ing the rightcous judgments of God, in favor of his
cause, and against his encmics. Here, it seems to in-
timate the greatness cf the battle ; and of the day, as a
great deciding day, when the power and ju:tice of God
will be displayed, in a signal victory over the antichris-
tian powers, the dragon, the teast, and the false prophet.

2. The place of the battle is called, Armageddon. v.
16, (the mountain of Megiddo) evidently relerring to
the victory over the confedcrate armies of the Canaan-
iles, at the waters of Megiddo. This is described, Judg-
es, 4th, as the battle of the Lord, and celebrated, 1n a
song on perpetual record, ch. 5th, as the Lord’s victory.
The referrence 1mplies, that there is something similar
and examplary in the cases. As there, God is said, v.
T.10 * draw Sisera and his host, his chariots and his
multitude to the river Kishon >’ and Sisera fulfilled the
order, v. 13. So Aereit is said, v. 16. ‘¢ And he ga-
tiered them (the confederate kings) together to a place,
called, in the Hibrew tongue, Armageddon.’’—As there
it is said ‘¢ the heavens, and the stars, in their courses,
fought against Sisera, and the antient river Kishon, swept
them away,” so /4ere, it may be, that the state of the
waters and of the elements, may centribute to discomfit
the invading powers. As there, it is said, that the Lord
discomfitted Sisera, his host, & subdued, before lsrael,
the king of Canaan, so /ere, the victory may be so com-
plete, and attended with such circumstances, as to ap-
pear cvidently to be the Lord’s. And we may add, that
as there, some, through cowardice or disaffcction refused
to unite and appcar against the common enemy ; and
consequently were subjected to a curse ; this may be a
solemn warning that none interested may be disaffected
to the cause, or refuse their aid, in the approaching tridl,
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lest they fail under a similar condemnation. ¢ Curse ye
Meroz saith the angel of the Lord, carse ye bitterly,
the inhabitants thercof, because thcy came not to the
help of the Liord ; to the help of the Lord, against the
mighty.”

3. We ought to understand this vial, as we do the o-
thers, and as the prophecy teaches, to be one of the last
plagues, brought upon the empire of the beast. But
if the invasion should be successful, this would change
the meaning of the vial, and bring the judgment upon
England, and not upon the beast.

4. "The same conclusion may be drawn from the affec.
tionate warning, v. 15, ¢¢ Blessed 1is he, that watcheth,
and kecpeth his garments, &c.” which is not
the way of dealing with enemics ; and also from the
conscquences of this vial, asreaching into the next, which
intimates division and confusion ameng the invading
powers, and the utter ruin of the great city, mystical
Babylon,

Otlier reasons may be suggested, to support the opis
ninn, that thie invasion will not be successful.

1. England has never, since the reformation, (except
a few years, under a popish Queen) bowed to the beast,
or received his mark ; which is mentioned as the descrip-
tion of them, who are to be suljects of the last plagues.
On the contrary, they have been of those, who have o.
Leved the warning ;5 ¢ come out of her, my people, tha?
ye be not partakers of ler sins, and that ye recerve not of
fier plagues.” England has beenthe principal support of
the reformation, and the great object of the hatred of
the pope and popish powers, and is especially so, of the
present powers of France.  Besides, by her established
doctrines, she is an eminent pubiic witness for the pure
doctrines of the religion of Christ, against the great apos-
ticy. We may therefore conclude, that England is not
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to become a subject of the last plagues, however severe.
ly she may be chastised of God, in the general shaking.

2. There is reason to think, that the Lord is continu-
ing salt enough, in that nation, to preserve it, in tl)c great
trial, and notwithstanding the general corruption and
desert of the judgments of God, yet still, he has many
pious, faitkful, praying people there, which will be a bet-
ter defence than walls and bulwarks. Their tinand dross
may be purged by the same fire, which is to burn up the
hay and stubbles on the other side of the water ; yct
they may come, more purified, out of the furnace.

3. It is aremarkable fact that England has been, for
some hundred ycars, preserved from contagion, by the
great impostor ; and, of late, from the deranging influ-
ence of “ revolutionizing philosophy, and, altho’ but a
little island ; but a speck, in comparison of the vast do-
minions, now under the controul of the conqueror of
Furope, she appears to have been raised up, by divine
providence, to her present greatness and power, on pur-
pose to check the progress of that ambitious enemy of
mankind, and withstand the last and most furious efforts
of the antichristian powers. It is therefore reasonable
to think, that she will be supported, and not overthrown.

4. 1t appears from prophecy, Dan. v. 44, and 7th ch.
and Rev. 18. 19th ch. that after the fall of the Roman
monarchy, n its last and papal form, no new universal
monarchy shall arise, until the reign cf Christ, in the
promised great reforimation, conumences, Dan. 7. 27.
which may vet require many vears to come. All at-
tempts thercfore, of that kind, must be restrained. En-
gland is the only power, at this time, that apnears to
be prepared and employed underthe previdence of Ged,
to prevent the ambition of the French monarch, from
accomplishing that end : All good people should there-

-

fore, pray for their preservation and success.
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Now, if this be the true interpretration of the sixth
vial, the battle of Armageddon will be fought in EKn-
gland. She will have a severe and dreadful trial, but
will be finally successful. The contest may, for a
while, be doubtful ; but she will arise with greater glory,
and her enemies willbe confounded.

5. The seventh vial shews that the judgment is in-
tended to be upon the beast, and not upon kngland. It
is the effect and consequences of the sixth vial, carried
into the territory of the beast.

The second beast had been going on, before Aim, do-
ing great exploits, every where successful, believed to
be irresistable. A check would be, to him, equal to a
defeat. T'he courage of his enemies would rise ; the
confidence of his friends would fall. They would be
disposed to dcsert his banners, and assert their own
rights. Their attachment, hitherto supported by force
or fear, would be weakened, and division and defection
would take place. And these consequences would
more certainly follow, f the victory over him should
be signal and complete ; as is intimated, by its being
called * the battle of the great day of God Almighty,”
all whose work is perfect.  This appears to be the effect
cf the seventh vial, a great shaking (seismos) and the
ruin of ‘¢ great Babylon, which comes into remem-

rance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine
of the fierceness of his wrath.”

It was ¢ poured into the air.” The air—the change-
able wind of public opinion, which drives the affairs of
men whichever way it blows. This, agitated by hu.
man passions and rising into a tempest, kindles new
wars in Kurope, more terrible than all, that were before.
‘“a great shaking, sucle as was not, since men wcre upon
the earth ;  so nughty an earthquake, and so great,’—
‘I'he last convulsions of the nameless monster, before
its death, which is to make way for the peace of the
world.

’





