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PREFACE

m

N\

THE following CATECHISM was drawn up,
under the impreffion, that it might be ufeful for the
inltruftion ot young people, after they have been
taught the Sherter Catechifm, ufed by the Prefbyte.
rian Charch ; that having fome principles of the argu-
ments, in fupport of the Divine original of the Chrif
tian Religion, fixed in their minds, their faithmight
not be eafily thaken, by the reafonings, or the ridicale
of its adverfaries,

As little new can be reafonably expeted, on 2 fub.
4¢&t fo much difcuffed by the ableit writers, fo this
may be, in a great meafure, confidered rather as a
compilation. than aa original compofition. Manyof
the originals, not being now diitinétiy recolletted,
they cannot be particularly noted.

The defign required, that it fhould be as plain, and
as fhort, as poilible; and this was coafulted, bothig
ths text, and in the notes; thoupgh an increafe of the
latter might have rendered it more fatisfaétory.

It is addsrefled to fuch as 2re mniirulled, as all pros
fefling chriltiansare, tobelieve, thatthere is 0ne GOD,
the Creator and Governor of the woild ; that there is
a particular deltiny for men, of which, by due improve-
rient, every one is capable; anda future lile, iu whick
ttiey ave to live terever. Without the acknowledg.-
orent of thefe principles, alt inquiries about Religion
weuld be needlels ; and the fiva belief of thefe will
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natively lead to fuch conclufions, as, conlidering the
prefent moral flate of man, will point ont the necet-
fity of a Divine Revelation. Chrillians believe thefe
principles, and as fay as the rejetors of Revelation
admit thewm, they may reafon tepether. Butas to
fuch as deny the exillence of GOD, or hisgoverning
providence; and whoare capable of believing that the
uuiverie is eterna'; that this world was the effeét of
accidental couvnlfions ard explofions; that all intel.
ligeace is the refult of matrer, particulsrly organized
by involuntary combivations ; that man, and other
animals were the produétion of the heat of the fun,
upon vegetable fubftances ; that individuals have no
deftination, or hereafier ;—fuch as thefe are deflitute
of the firlt principies, which would qualify them 10
jndpe of the nature and ufes of Religion. What fuch
atheilts may fay, or write, againft the Chriftian Reli
grion, fhould be regarded, by believers, as of no con-
fideration, They ferve, however, for one purpole;
that is, to exhibit, to the world, a {triking proof of
the weakne(s and felly of mere human reafon, in mat-
ters or Religion; and may fave the trouble of deduc-
ing examples therzof, from the dark ages of the
world ; for fuch a {yflem of opinions muflt appear to
every informed mind, to equal, in itsextravagance, if
not to exceed, the wildeft theories of any of the an-
<ient pagan philofophers,

In difcourfing of the powers of human rature, and
what they are capable of, it 15 proper to inquire, in
what {tate that nature is vo be confidered. Chriftians
believe that man was made 1n the image of GOD ; a
comylex being, compeled of body and fpirit, riot only
endued with powers of knowing, reafoning, and free-
dom ot choice, and action, &c. which mey be called
his phyfical powers and effential to bis nature, as man ;
bot alfo, fupernaturally inltru&ted in the means of
life, the rudiments of fcience, and the knowledge of
his moral relations and duties ; amd well difpofed to
whe obfervationof them. Butinthe general queftion,
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ehont the neceflity of a Divine Revelation, the inqui-
ryisnot, what the powers ot man, thus inftruéted and
undepraved, might do? For there are many plam
evidences of a great depravity baving taken place,
Nor may the inquiry be confined to what s natural
powers, with the pre{ent improvemeats and ad-
vantages of experience, would do; though all this
will not obviate the ufefulnefs, nor the neceflity of
extraordinary Revelation.  Chriftians afciibe thefe
advantages and improvements principally to fome
originally Divine commusications; whileinfidels fup-
pote them to be the effects of the exercife and inven.
tion of the mere powers of human nature, Itisthere-
fore proper to attend to the confideration of man, as
in a {tate of mere neture, and deftitute of any commu.
nication with heaven, or any inflruion, but fuch as
the world, in which he was placed, might afford him,
This is the view of human nature,which fome of thofe,
who {purn at (upernatur-al Revelation, appear tohave
adopted ; and all (uch, in order tobe confiitent, fhould
vegard it ia tiis light  for if {upernatural communica-
iion was,at any time, needful, and gracioufly given, it
is not abfurd, norunreafonabie to expedt, that it fhould
be again afforded, as the wifdom of Divine Provi-
dence may dittate, and the circumitances of the ra.
tional creature may require,



CONTLENTS.

The neceflity of a Supernataral Revelarion to puide
man to the perfe&ion and happinefls of which his
nature is capable,

. From the infuffciency of the mere, unaffifled powers
of man for that purpofe.

2. From the experience of the world

3. From the confideratior: of man, as finful and guilty,

The pature and evidences of a Divine Revelaiion.

1. The external e:idence, Applied tothe Holy
) ) Scriptures of the
2. Zheinternal evidence, Old and New Tef-

2¢ The evidence, from its effe@s, ) taments,
The infpiration of the Holy Scriptures.
The reafon, and confequence of reje@ing the gofpel.

HNotes,
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A CATECHISM,

The neceflity of a Supcrmtural
Revelation, from-—

2ft, THE INSUFFICTENCY OF "HE MERE UNASS[$Ta
ED POWERS OF MAN, TO GUIDE HIM TO THP
PERFECTION AND HAPPINESS OF WHICH WK
1S CAPABLE,

Queflion 1, V V HERFEIN does the happinefs of

an wn/z/.’? (1)

Anfwer. The happinefs of man confifts in the ¢x-
ercife ot his powers, in the pur.mt, and enjoyment ot

fuch objects, as are fuitable to thiem, and worthy of
them,

0. 2. What are thofe powers of man, which are efpe-
cially cogcerned, in determining his true happinefs ¢

A. Reafou and confcience are the powers concern-
ed in governing man, as a moral agant, accountable
1o UOD in regulan.xg his ]nsnup‘es and adtiens ;
approving them, as far as apreeable to the dmne
will; and, by the e mesns, fuornithing a happinefs

which is i»eauhar to rauonal beings.
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Q 9. May not man be happy withont the diveflion and
approbation of veafon and conjcience ?

A. Ignorant and depraved minds may enjoy 2 kind
of happinefs, in fenfual gratification, regardlefs of the
dictates of reafon and confcience ; but fach as kiave 4
jilt fenfe of the dignity of human nature, and 1heir
relarion to GQOD, cannot be happy without the di-
redtion and a})pl‘()bd.h()ﬂ of thole noble powers,

Q. 4 Can the highefl fevfeflion and happinefs, which
man is capable of, be attainied 1 the prefent lifed

‘A, The hig‘weﬁ perfeQicn and happinels, which
man is capable of, is nor attainable in the prefent
life ; every attaioment increafes his defire and b 'S
capacity for forther progeefs ; and this is an evidence,
that he is capable of endlefs improvement, and form~
exd for an endlefs 1i m.

0. §. What is that condition of wan, which 15 m{/?fao
vourable 10 his true Fappinefs, in the prefent bife ?

A. That condition of man, which'is molt favoura.
ble to his rrue happmefs, intise prefent life, impliec un
improved ftate gi minc, ¢i{pofed 1o Mwer{al rightes
oulnefs ; accepted of (:OD and ¢nceuraged wub a
hope of perfedion in a future werld,

Q 6. What are the means, efpecially necc_[ar) or man,
in the attainment of his true kappincfs ¥

A. Brute animals appear to be guided by an infal.
Jible inftinct, te the end, for which they were made;
but man, as a free and n"telhgem nemg, amult be di.
reted by light, (or knnwledgﬁc in order to ihe pees
feltion and happinefs of hia nature.

Q.7 7. IWhat is that lighe, which Wuj”a;'y 2o dires}
iy tn the attainment of our uuc happine s ?
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&, That light is receflary, todire® o8 in attaining
oor true happinefs, which may zfford us juft concep-
tions of the being. perfeftions and government of
GOD; of curlklves, as dependent, tmmoertal and ac-
countahle crestures; of our relations and duties, and
of the furure {tate, in which we are to have our prin.
cipal exiltence.

Q 8. Might not i his necefJary kncwledge have been ob-
tained, by the ufe of the natural powers of man, without
any fupernatuval infirucdion P

A, The mind of man is better fitted to imitate, than
to invent; to receive, than to difcover any ufetul
knowledge; and it he had been left, at firlt, without
any inltrution, it is reatonable to think, that he mutt
have perithed, befcre be could know even the ufe of

his own powers, or the means of fupporting his own
life. ()

Q. 9. Is net the acknowledsment of a ~veator, and our
dependance upsn him, fo reafonabic a dedultion from the

vifible creation, that every man might eafily difcover thefe
truths ?

A. The acknowledgment of a creator, and our de-
pencfancc on him, is perfeétly agreeable to reafon, and
what every mind fhould confent to, as foon as it is
fuggelted ; but that rude and uncultivated men, whofe
whole attention isconfined to fenfible obj-¢ts, and the
fopply of bodily wants, fhould be difpofed to inquire
into the nature of things, and the do&trine of caufes
and effets, fo as to daraw fuch a conclufion, i not to
beaflerted, upan principles of reafon or experience. (2)

. 10. Might not reafon and experience lead men to &
ruft knowledge of relizion, as well as improve them in
fearning and philofophy ?

A. Mankind could never have made any proficiency
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in learning, or philofophy, had not fome original
principles been firit difcovered to ithem. [f we fup-
pofe they conld have coutinuzd io life, they mult have
been, asall favages are, entirely governed by animal
appetites and paffions, deftitute of any difpuiition for
foeculative inquiry, and incapable of defiring any
higher {tate of improvement, than the prefent. (4)

Q. 11. Have we any reafon to think, that GOD, the
creator, would give any [pecial infiruflion to man, in his
carly flate ?

A. As GOD had endued man with excellent phy-
fical powers, and a capacity for happinefs ; prepared
the prefent world for his reception, and a tuture
world for his eternal refidence ; it i3 reafonable to.
think, that he would alfo give him that inftruétion,
without which, he muft have immediately perithed,
wnd all had been done in vain. (5)

Q. 12, What traces of an original revelation. are ob-
Jervable in the hiftory of mankind ?

A. The woft ancient accounts, refpeting man, re-
prefent him, as a reafoning and religious creature,
and in fome degree of improvement; befides this,
his actual continuance ; the early exiltence of articu-
late language; general noiions of the being of a
GOD, and of a future ftate, with fome forms of rchi-
gion; the obfervation of facrifices ; the divifion of
time into weeks, and the veneraiion for the .feven'.h,
day, which obtained among the eaftern nations;—-
thefe are moft rationally accounted for, on the fup-~
pofition of fome original divine inltruction, (0)
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21, THE EXPRRIENCE OF THE WORLD, WITH ALL
ITS PREVIOUS ADVANTAGES, .

Q.12 What influence has humen learning and philo-
jbp/z/ had on the moral and religtous charaster of man ?

. The learning of the world has never, of itfelf,
eonrrﬂ uted to improve the moral and religious cha-
“racter of man,  The nations moft ewinent ter learn-
ing and ph lefophy bave been mofbubford in ther no-
twns and corrupt in their praltice, of relipion and
morahty.

Q. 14. Have any, among the nations of the world, who
were dcﬂn‘me of divine revelation, aitained to jufl notions
of GOD 2

A. Though men of all nations, in the world, have
had fome conceptions of an ohjelt of religious wor-
fhip, and vhat, rather from iradition tha trom reafon
and experience; yetnone, who have not been favour-
ed with a diret fyftem of revclat*un have estertained
fuch worthy notions of GOD, as could be the icunda-
tion of a rational worthip and obedience.* (=)

9. 15. What apfears to have been the flate of religion,
tn the heathen world ?

A. The rchgmn of the heatsen world was utterly
inconfiltent with that fervice which radonal creatures
thould pay ro the one glorious and cternal Jpivit ; the
COMINOi myth lufv, I evely nation, refpedted a
multitude of Deitics, of d:‘iu‘:rl o:dt’rs who werg

W n}n[med with a variety ofabfurd and iupui.hlf‘us
ritesand ceremoinies,

. i

. rr—— " v

R Al have becu tdolaters, & champing ety th of COD
into alic, and wor/hpping and ferv'nm the Creature more
than the Creator,” Kom, 1. 25

4°

1
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Q. 16. What appears to have been the flate of morality,
in the heathen world ?

A. Tt appears that morality was not connected, at
all, with the religion of the heathen world ; and as
it wi taught by fome of their wife{t men, it was in-
confiftent, defeétive, difputable, and intirely deftitute
of authority to enforce obedience. *

Q. 17. Was the dotrine of a future flate reccived
among the heathen 2

A. The reality of a future {tate was believed by
fome, denied by others, and held as uncertain, by the
greater part of the wifelt men among the heathen;
the common mythology taught it, but clouded with
circum{tances fo abfurd and fanciiul, as to be unwor-
thy of rational belief.

Q. 18, What are we taught by the defelive and corrupt
Sate of religion and morality in the heathen world ?

A. The defe&tive and corrupr ftate of religion and
morality, in the heathen world, teacheth us, that un-
aflifled human reafon, having {o greatly failed to di-
reét men right, in matters of faith and duty, is not a
competent guide, to lead us to the true perfetion
and happinefs of our nature; and therefore, that a di-
vinerevelation fhould be regarded as an unipeakable

blefling. (8)

'] AR

W
3d, THE CONSIDERATION OF MAN, AS SINFUL
AND GUILTY.

Q.19. What effect will the confideration, that we are
inners, have cn our tuquiries about happinefs ?

* dee Leland” view of the flate of movality tntie hiee-
Chen world,
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A. The confideration. that we are finners, mult
greatly embarrafs the reafonings of men, and fhew the
neceffity of divine revelation, to encourage a hope of
happinefs. An innccent creature would require the
difcovery of a rule of duty, and objects of purfuic
and enjoyment : but a finner, befides this, has to in.
quire, what he fhall do to be faved !

Q. 20. What is that falvation, which a finful creature
Sfhould feek to obtain ?

A. As a finner i» condemned, by the righteous law
of GOD, the moral governor and judge of the world ;
{0, nothing can fave him from the effett of that con.-
demnation, but forgivenefs.

Q. 21. May a guilty creature have any rational hope
of forgivenefs, without an exprefs difcovery of that mercy,
Sfrem the lawgiver ?

A, Asforgivenefs isan act of grace and fovereignty,
fo it is impoflible {or any one, who is under condem-
nation, to know that the fupreme judge will not exe-
cute, but remit his righteous fentence, without an
exprefs declaration from himfelf,

Q.22. May not the difcoveries of goodnefs, forbearance,
and long fuffering, obfervable 1n the courfe of divine
providence, encourage, in finners, a hope of forgivenefs ?

A. None are the fit fubjeéts of forgiving grace, but
true penitents ; and this is an effe@ never produced
by fuch fpeculative reafoning, The contrary is uni-
verfally true; that ¢ men delpife the goodnefs and
long-futfering of GOD;? and ¢ becaufe fenrtence
agrainft an #vil work, is not [peedily executed, there-
fore the heart of the fons of men is fully fet in them,
1o do evil.”

Q. 23. Is repentance a fuflizient ground to encourage,
in_finners, ¢ hope of forgivenefs ?
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"A. As the law of GOD muft be executed, that mern
may fear ro offend, fo no repentance, Lowever fincere,
can encourage a hope of forgivenefs, without an ex.
prefs promife of that grace; and any fuch promife
would deftroy the ufe and end of the law, unlefs at-
tended with fome other provifion,inftead of the punifh-
ment of the cffznder, to fupport the dignity of govern-
ment, and enforce obedience,

Q. 24. Cocd men find, in themfelves, a difpofition to
forgive cffenders, which is accounted an evidence of good.
nefs ; may it not, much more, be €xpelled from GOD,
whofe goodnefs is infinite ?

A. Forgiving goodnefs, in men, is a duty refulting
from their common relation, as brethren, and fulijets
of the fame Jaws; bur, in GOD, it mult be confidered,
as a fovereign ad of Grace, in perie& confiltence with
the honer of his government ; and therefore, nothin
car encourage a {inner, in the hope of that bencfi,
but a divine revelation,

E 4
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The nature and evidence of a
Divine Rcovelation.e—e-

Q. 25, That is a divine vevelation 2

A. Adivine revelation~is a fupernatural commnni.
cation of fome truth to man, either inmnediarely by
GOD binfelf, or mediately by the inftrumentality of
fuie of his creatures,

(.26, With what difpofition of mind [beuld our ine
/"ur ¢Sy about a divine revelation, be condubied ?

A, OurwqumM about a divine revelation, fhould
be condudted, with humility and meekoels; with a
fircere love of tyuth; with a mind free from prc'u-
1°*

d'ce apainitit, and well affected to the glory of GOD,
and the true paricciion and happizels ot mail. (9)

Q. 29. Isa divine vevelation poible ?

A. Adivine revelationis poflible; becaufeitimplies
no contradiction, to fiy, that GOD, w hols almighty,
c1n communizate Lan\\kdgr‘ to man, in fuch an ex.
trzordinary way, as wei! as by the vl of his common
faculties : that he can e fe@ually ¢ nvincz the inftrn-
ments he uies, that tley are infpired ; and furnith
tiem with f{ufilcient cred emm‘%, to convincee «thers,
tuat what they have delivered is a divine revelaiion.

Q. 28. What are thofe credentials, v Lich, being fro-
. ~ed [)y one, Wwho P;(fff”(f! to nave a divi 1Ne ¢ 0’71.77”//5(/",
may be /u,z fent bty convince athersy that his awthorily

25 from GOD ¢

A, Whena rerfon, proﬁ-ﬂing to havea divine com-
B2
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miffion, teaches dotrines, which, for their purity, ex-
cellence, and importance, are worthy of GO, and
needful for man, and s, at the fame time, fupported
by the evidence of miracles and prophecy, we have

fuflicient reafon to believe, that Lis authority is from
GOD.

EXTERNAL EVIDENCE,———

N

MiRACLES.,

Q. 29. What is a mirazle 2

A, A miracleis an event produced, different from,
or contrary to the common courfe of nature,

Q. ~o. Wherein does the force of the evidence of mira-
cles, i1 javor of a divine revelation, confift 2

A, As miracles are the work of GOD, »nd which
roiaferio” power can perform,without his permitlion,
fo> wicn they are wrought, in favour of a teacher,
protefag to be fenr by him 1hev are to be reparded,
as the tefiimony of GOD . who isinfinitely holy and irue,

@ ou will not permiit fis feal to be fet to that whichis
fnife.

Q. 1. Wherein appears the peculiar fitnefs of the evi-
dence oy mivacles ¢0 prove the truth of a divine revelation #

A. The e idence of miracles is moft fuitable to fup-
poer tie rer of a diviaie revelarion, becaofe they are
¢ peals to the {nfes ard judpment of marnkind, in
Ciies, within the reach of to minon knowledge and ob-
fervation, and £, aflord an evidence, the molt direct,
piair, and eafy to be underitoed, and molt effectual to



[ od

19 ]

cenvince men, of every defcription, of the truth of
doctrines thus jupported.

O a2, Whatevidence may befuu*f'icient to cConvince men

raw W7

qft/ze nacity (f a miraclz &

A. To thole, in whofe prefence the miracle 13
wroupht, the teilimony of their fenfes is fuflicient
means of conviétion ; with refpect to others, tl.e tel-
timony of witnelles, duly qualified, ought to be de-
pended on, in this, as in all other matters oi {act,

Q_; 33, I the tellimony of onr ﬁ"{ﬁ‘!s and of("'é’(z'ib,’c
witnelfesy to be deperded on in matiers of fait 2

A. Wemuit depend vpon the tefiimony of our fenfes,
aind of credible wnnc!i‘s, tn all martters, which axc
the prop:« fubjeits of that teltimony. To difpute
this wouid be, to contradidt our conﬁifution, to re.
proach our inaker, to deflroy the fource of all cur
knowledae, and render us interior to the brutes,

Q. 34. Are not reaf.n and evterience to be wfed, as
our only auides, tn the cvedit wéare to give ty the evidence
of cur jerfes, and of huonan tefimony ?

A. Triscurdary to ufe our reafon ard experience,
to uaderfiand the true reporc of our ferfes, and the
cr-dibility and commzrtencv of witnefl's 5 but ror 1o
ditpute their auzhonw, witen thefe thisgs ure tolly
alcertained.

Q. 3, Doesthe miira ulourinterpoltion of GOD, in
FivnT divine vevelations to s m, vewder the cxe c_/t (J
)ckz_/un, in thefe maiters, necalefs 2

A. As all ivflrotion mnit be addrefled 1o us, ag
rational ond tree crearures, £ icis (11 the ¢ilice of
rca‘.'n) 0 judoz of the meaning ot a reelution given,
asd whether the evidence of it is divine teftimony ;
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and when this is clear, to receive it, with full confint
of miud.

Q. 206, Is it mot veafimalble to exped, that, if a fuper-
natural vevelation is Juen to mm” nd, it fhould be fa
unzve:fa/ as tobe given ta cvery individualy and thet !
Shewld eajoy ts fpecial udvantages ?

A. That a fupernatural revelation fheu'd be given
to every mawn, and miracles wronght, in Lis pict-uce,
for his convuhon, is an «bfurd and unwah,n u)? ex
pe tation,  [risan '\buns.iam evidence o the wiidom
aind cocdnels of GO, wad worthy of all acer 1); Atie
by mon, §i i be given ﬂ.. fach times and places and
peatdahied i foch 2 manner, as to be a it :.,Jemr Haht,

evizfic to the world, rbonah all m'1) st

L
18 GIvedt and Pi'l:’;Cii’)-A‘ wfluence. (10)

-

an:d geneye
experience

.—-a > ouer

Q, w7, s the myflerioue nature of 1he dofrines FEVEGL-
¢d o fufficient Ubjeu.zo-'z againft the creditility of & divinz
vevelation 2

A, Asall the =g
human faculiies. {o
thar, inarevealed rel*pinn, relating to the naturs:
and operations of GUD, the invilible werld, and ihe
falvaiion of men, fome my Yericus !ln"”*% oy appear,
above the compreheniion “of the minds of men.

[ |
Ye sf GOD are unfeavchane )
t wav be reafonably enpodted,

v
.
L]
-
1

Q. g8. Is the miraculous nature of the evidence of a
divine revelation any 0b1eét on 19 its credidility 2

A. A miraculons atteftarion, when the fuhject i3
worthy of 1t, is, by no mieans. incredible ; {'.«cv*.g the
power of (1()1) 15 competent io it . ard it is that
very kind cf evidence which ought 1o be expeled in
fuch a cefe.

Q ~9. Is common tefiimeny [uficient to confirm t}

g

triah of @ miracley whichis an extrao dinary fuét ?
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A. Though a miracle implies an ex2rijion of divine
power, in an unufvual way ; yet it may be as plain,
and intelligible a fact, as any that can come 10 pafs,
in the ordinary courfe of natvre; and fo may be as
proper a fubje& of teftimony.

Q. 20. Were the mivaculous fa¥s vecorded, in the holy
Sforiptuves, c;»fﬁfc/-z a nature, as to admit of being prozed by
the tefiimony of cyedible witnelles ?

A. The miraculons faéts recorded, in the holy
{criptures, were fo plain and obvious 10 the commoa
fenfes and judgment of every man, that they were as
capabie of proof, as any faéts, which cuunld be record-
ed in hiftory. (171)

Q. 41. How dees it appear, that the miracles, record-
edin feriptuves, were not fubjell to the fufpicion of fraud
and impoflure, as fome other fretended miracles hae juft
ly been ?

A. The miracles, recorded in the fcripiures, were
riot fabj ¢t to the fufpicion of fraudand impoliure ; as
they were not the effects of experimental dfforts,
done infecret; ondoubtful cafes: under the fanction
of authority, in favour of eftablifhed opirions; cor
interefted fpetators; but openly, unaff=éted by, and
in fupport of doétrines, of Ligh imperwance, ver op-
pofed to all the pi:judices and iatercils, prevailing at
the time, . |

0O, a2. 1f the mirades, vecorded in the feriptures,
were veally wrought, why were not all, who faw them, and
neard the report of them, convinced, fo as tv become be-
lrevers ?

A, Men do not always believe, accord'ng to reafan
and eviderce; paflion and prejadice ofen refifl 1he
clearclt lighe; yer prezt multitutes difb-lieve, and it
tioes not appear, that the wiraculous fuéls, 1ccorded
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in the fcriptures, were in the early period of chrifti-
aniry,at all, denied,either by Jews, or Heathens, (12)

THE QUALIFICATION OF WITNISSES.,

Q. 43. What are the qualifications of witkeffes, which

may be fufficient for the convidtion of thofe, who hear their
report ?

A. When a number of witnefles relare things,
which are not, in their nature, incredible ; and plain.
ly appear to be perfons of integrity, of found mind,
competent to judge of what they relate, under no
temptations to falfify, and are confiftent in their nar-
rative, all realonable and candid men muil believe
their report,

Q. 44. How doesitappear.that the apoftles,thewitieffes
of the life, the dofrinesy and miracles of Fefus Chrifl,
were thus qualified 2

A. That the apoftles of Jefus Chrift were witnefles
thus qualified appears, from the plainnefz and fimpli-
city of their writings ; the confiftence of their narra.
tive ; the bholinefs of their lives ; the effets of the
conviflion of the truth, upon themfelves ; and from
the manner in which they fopported their teftimony.

Q. 45. How does the plainnefs and fomplicity of thevr
writings fupport their claim to credibility ?

A. Theflyle and ftruéure of their writings appear
to be plain, eafy and familiar; agreeable to the na-
ture of the fubjeét; and deftiture of any appearance
of affeCted ornament, artificial colouring, or cautious
accuracy, which might betray a confcioufne(s of im-
polture,
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Q. 46. How does the conjiflence of their narrvative
Suppert tagir claim to credability

A. They do not all record the fame things, norin
the {ame manner, which might excite a {uipicion of
colivfion and deceit, bur with fuch a variery, as
might be expelted from honett men, who had feen
and heard what they teflify ; and yet with {o com-
plete a harmony, in all important matters, as mani-
fefls them to be unexceptionable witneffes,

Q. 47, How does the holinefs of their lives fupport
their claim to credibility ?

A. As the do@rines they taught, and recorded,
were pure and holy, fo their lives were eminent ex-
amples of every virtue, and experience teache.s, that
men, of fuch a charalter, are incapable of deliberate
falfehood.

Q. 48. How ts their credibility [fupported by the effes?
of the convillion of the truth upon themfelves ¢

A. It is an evidence of fincerity, in them, and
worthy of credit, that, having the telt opportunity
of knowiug iire truth or talfehood of tiie facts, they
teftified, they were induced by them, to change their
opinions; to renounce their prejudices; to devote
their whole life to the gofpel miniltry ; and to com-
mit themfelves to reproach, and labour, and death,
which liey fuffered, with heroic fortitule, refufing

any honour to themf:lves, and aferibing all to the
glory of GOD.

Q. 49. How does the manner, in which they [uppori-
ed their teflimony, mantfefl them to be worily of credit 2

A. In pubiithing the hiltory of Jefus Chrift, and
the doctrines of the goipel, they did not require an

implicit faith in their own veracity ; but refted all
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apon the miraculons pawers, with which they were
endued 5 acliim, which inftead of gsiving them cre.
dir, muit have expeicd them to univerfal contempr, if
1t bad not been efteétaally fupported.

TUE GENUINENESS or THE SCRIPTURES OF THE
NEW [ LSTAMENT,

Q. 5o How does it appear, that the gofpel hiflory of
tne origun of the chrifftan seligicn, is true; and that
therve were Juch peyjons, as Fefus Chrifl and kis apoftles in
the world, at the tiwe therein myntioned 2

A. The truth ofthe gripel biftory, inthele matters,
appears from the teftimony ot feveral wriiers, both
chriftians and pagans, in, ¢r near tie fame age of the
warld ; and of many others, in all fucceeding ages ;
from the great and increafiugnumber of chriftiaus, in
fucceflion, trom thar rill now ; and from the conitant
oblervation of chriftian rites, particularly, the chrilii-
an iabbath, baptifin and the Lord’s fupper. (13)

Q. 51. How does the conflant ohfervation of the chrif.
tian fabbath, baptifm and the Lord’s fupper, Jupport the
truth of the gofpel hiflory 2

A. The religions obfervation of the chriftian fab-
bath, baptifin #nd the Lord’s fuppezr, by chrittiang,
from the beginning, as ordinances of Jefus Chrift;
memorials of him; and diftinpuithing charaéters of
his religion, daes evidently imply the troth of the
gefpel Liltory, and can be accounted for upon no o-
ther ground,

Q. 52, Hew dres it appear, that the books of ferip-
ture, afcritedio the ap-files,were veally written by them »

A. The univerfal confent of ail writers, who men.
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tion the fubjed, afcribes the writings to the apoftles.
No other authors have been alledged; and the
boaks, themfelves, are, on every acceunt, an extraor-
dinary production, and point out thofe extraordinary

men, as the authors of them. (14)

Q. 59 How may we be [atisfied, that thefe writingt
have been handed down to us free from aiteration or cov-
ruption ?

A, The greatnumber of copies 2nd vranflations of
them; quota’ions from them, references to them,
and commentaries upon them ; the high veneration
of chriftians for them ; the zeal of parties, and the
care of providence, have always been fuflicient fecu-
rities for their puriry, and guards again{t any mate-
rial corruption. (15)

YrRopPHECY.

Q. 54, Was thedivine miiffion of Fefus Chrift confirmed
by any other evidence, but that of miracles 2

A. Thedivine miffion of Jefus Chrift was confirmed,
not only by miracles, but by prophecy. (16)

Q. 55. Whatis prophecy ?

A. Prophecy is the certain foretelling of future

Q. 56. 1What is the ufe and intention of prophecy ?

A. Prophecies were ofien ufeful, for the encou-
ragement of the faith and hope of thofe, to whom
they. were delivered ; but the principal ufe and in-
tention of prophecy was to be a preparation for the

faith of thofe, who fhould be witnefles of their ae-
complithment,
C
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0. 57. How is prophecy an evidence of divind infers

pa/ilia %

A. As norie but GOD can know the ~ .ure altions
of free agents, and the effes of that plan of provi-
dential government, eftablifhed by Limfelf, o the
certain foretelling of events, depending en thele,

muft be an evidence of divine interpofitioy.

Q. 58, How does it a[,*f;cézr. that the truth of the gof~
pel hiftory is fupported by the divine evidevice of prophecy

A, That the truth of the gofpel hiftory s fupport-
td by the divine evidence of prophecy appears {rom
this, that the principal fubjecs of it are the accom-
plilhment of prophecies, delivered fome hundred
year’s before, and prefirved in the fcriptures of the
Old Teltument.

Q. s What reafon have we to belicve in the truth and
muthenticity of the [criptures of the Uld Tefiament, which
ventain thefe prophecics !

A. The whcle nation of the Jews, with their f{in-
gular conftitution and government; their peculiar
cuitoms, rites, und religious folemnities, all obferved,
from the earlieft period ef their national exiftence, as
founded upon, and memorials of the laws, and mira-
cuious falts, therein recorded ; thefe, together with
the confideration of their prefent extraordinary con-
dition in the world, are {iflicient vouchers fer the
truth and authenticity of thofe feriptures,

Q) 6o. Doesthe fulfilment of propiiecies, containcdin
the [criptures of the Old Tefiament, Jupport the divine au-
thority of thofe books

A. The exiftence of thofe books, of fo ancient a
date, and their containing prophecies relating to the
»ltabliiment of the gofpel ditpenfation, and to other
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renarkable events, in the hiltory of the world, whick
have, accedirgly, been fulfilled, is an evidence of 1lie
divine authority of thele bocks, (17)

Q. 61. Doall tre prophecies, which relate to Fefus
Chrift, and gofpel fubjectsy apply to himy with equal plaina
nefs and certainty ?

A. Some of the prophecies relating to Jefus Chrift,
are more ob{cure than others, but all, when compar-
ed together, and confidered in their connexion, dn
evidenily apply to kim, and to no other ; a coinci-
dence, which every man may jndge of, while ever
thefe authentic records remain, (18)

Q. 62, What effeit had the ancient . prophecies upon
she acceptance and fuccefs of the gofpel ?

A. The ancient prophecies prepared the minds of
men for the reception of the gofpel ; by means of
thefe, thoufands of Jews, who owned the authority
of the prophets, believed ; and by means of thefe, all
chriflians hecome convinced, that Jefus Chriftis the

true Mefliah,

Q. 63. Does it not weaken the evidence of the prophe-
ctes, that many of them were fo obfcure,that they,to whom
shey were given, could not fully comprehend the meaning

of them P

A. The wiflom nf prophecy requires, that they
fhould be {o obfcare, that their accomplithment might
not be prevented ; and that they fhould be fo plain
as to be eafily underitond, when compared with the
event ; as in this, the force of the evidence princi-
pally confiis.
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THE. INTERNAL EVIDENCE..

Q. 64. Whence arifes the internal evidence of tle
chriftian religion, wheveby we may be led to beltene in its
divine original ?

A. The internal evidence of the chiiftian religion
arifes from the confideration of the excellent charac-
ter of its fourder, and from the purity, perfeétion,
and happy tendency of its fubjedt matter; asaprovi-
fion for the reformation and happinefs of man, wor-
thy of the wifdom and goodnets of GOD, and accom.
modated to ouar rational nature, moral condi:ion, and
final deftination, (19)

Q. 65. What peculiar excellency appears in the cha~
rafter of Jefus Chrifd, the founder of the chriflian religi-
on, to manife?its divine original ?

A. The peculiar excellence of the charaéter of Je-
fus Chrift, as he appeared among men, was manifelted
in the perfect holinefs of his life ; the dignity of his
conduct, and the eminence of kLis wifdom, gocdnefs.
and power, far above the reach of mere humanp at.
tainment, and perfefily anfwerable 10 the profeflion
he made, that he was the fpecial mefierger of GOD,
and founder of a fpiritual and heaveniy kingdom,
foretold in the ancient prophecies,

Q. 66. What view does the chriflian religion give of
the nature and defiination of man ?

A. The chriftian religion confiders man, as a rati-
onal creature ; accountable to GOD,ashis lawgiver
and judge ; defigned to live forever, in a fuiure itate,
2nd who mult be forever happy or miferable, accord-

ing to that moral charadter, which is acquired by
bin, in this life,
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Q. 67. What view does the chriflian religion give of the
prefent moral condition of man ?

A. The chriftian religion reprefents the prefent
moral condition of man, as depraved; that he is
guilty, and needs forgivenefs; that he is under the
government of animal appetites and paflions, livinﬁ
as a creature of 2his world only ; ignorant of, anc
unfit for a holy and eternal life in the future world.

Q. 68, How is the gofpel revelation accommodated 1o
this flate of human nature?

A. The gofpel revelation is accommodated to this
{late of human natare, by the fuitablenefs of the pro-
vifion, which it makes for the reformation and happi-
neis of creatures, ia fuch a condition,

Q. 6g. What is that provifion, which the gofpel reve,
lation makes for the reformation and happinefs of man 2

A. The provifion which the gofpel revelation makes
{or the reformation snd happinefs of man, is contain-
edinthe decrines which it teaches, the lawsand or-
dinances, which it prefcribes, and the authority, by
which it is enforced.

" Q. 0. IWhat arethe peculiar doftyines of the chrifficn
religion, whicn are adapted to the reformation and happ.-
seofs of wian?

A. The pecaliar doctrines of the chriftianreligion,
which are adapted to the reformation and happinels
of man, are fuch as, Redemption by the blood of
Chrift, for the forgivenefs of fin; the mediation of
his name, piviag accefsto GOD ; the promife of the
holy fpirit, to renew and fan&ify the mind ; the aflur-
ance of the refurretion of the body, and eternal life,

’

C2
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a8 the gift of GOD, through Jefus Chrift, to all thas
believe and obey him.

Q. 71. How do thefe provifions conduce to the veforma-
tion and happinefs of man?

A. Thefe provilicns conduce tothe reformation and
happinefs of man, as they lay a good foundation for
freedom from, the fears of guilt; for the exercife of
filial confidence and piety toward GOD ; for fuccefs
in ftriving again{t the power of vicious habits and
paflions ; and they furnifh the moft encouraging mo-
tive to virtue, an object of hope of infinite value, and
productive of perpetual engagemcnt, and virtuous
altiviry, during our whole life,

Q. %2. What are the laws and duities, which the chrif~
tian religion enjoins ?

A. The chriftian religion enjoins the whole moral
law, in its true extent and perfedtion, and efpecially
inculcater fuch principles and virtues as are adapted
to the reformation of finful creatures, {rom thejr un-
happy condition, to a holy and heavenly life, and
enforcing all by fuilicient authority. (20)

Q. 73. What is that authority, which is mq/t Juitable
do inforce the faith and pra&ice of religion ?

A. The direét authority of GOD, whom all men
confider as the author and the object of religion, is
the only fufficient authority to jntorcc the faith and
praltice of areligion, defigned fur general ufe, effec.
tually on the minds of men,

Q. 74. Howdoes it appear that fuch a [yfiem of reli.
gion, as chriflianity, might not have been the work of en-
lightened and uninfpired men P

A. Bad men,bowever enlightened, could not, from
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their governinydifpofitions, be capable of compiling
& {yltem of relipion of fuch a ho!y and heavenly ten-
dency; and pocd moo, confidering the prefeflion
which it mzkes to be a divine revelation, could not
Lie guilty of { great an impofture, 1t that profeflion
were falfe,

Q. 75. What is theve in chriflianity, peculiar totle
Syjiem itfelf, to fiew thas it could not be of man, but myt
beof GOD ? -

A. Not only its perfeét purity, and fuitablenefs to
an{wer tihe high and noble end propofed by it, but
21fo the fingular natare of its aoctrines and precepts,
fo fureign to the experience of men, fo tar furpafling
tleir invention and conceptions, and fo very unlike
the dictates of human wifdom, thews, that it could
not be the contrivance of men.

THE EFFECTS, OF THE GOSPEL REVE.
~ LATION.

Q. 76. What eviderce of the divine original of the

ehriftian religion arifes from its efeis on the hearts and
lives qf men ¥

A. The experience of the power of religious truth,
in purifying the heart and governing the life, is an
evidence of confdion/nefs of s divine original ; and
this has aiwavs been the mnft fitizfving to rthe great
body of chriftians, and eflendially fublervient to its
continuance and fuccefs,

Q #77. Has the light of d:vine revelation “ad any good
effectsy on the civil flate and condition of the werld?
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A. As the light of divine revelation has given, ¢4
the world the molt rational views of the nature and
government of GOD, ~nd of the dignity, duties and
rights of man, thereby improving their fenfe of the
{tandard of virtue and firengthening the power of
cenfeience, ir muft have a great influence in melio-
rating the cultoms, laws and manners of human foc:.

ey, (21)

THE SUCCESS OF THE COSPEL REVELATION.

Q. 78. How dues it appear, that chrifliarity has had
- any remarkable fuccefs, in the world?

- A, The extraordinary fuccefs of chriftianity, in the
world, appears, from the great number cf converts
to it, in Jerufalem, and through all Judea, immedi-
ately after the death of Jefus Chrift; throughou® all
parts of the Roman empire,. befure the death of the
Apoftles; and’its continuing ever fince, to be the re-
ligion of ihe greateflt part of the civilized world.

Q. 79. Is mere fuccefs an evidence that a religicn is
from GuD?

A. Mere fuccefs is not an evidence, that a religion
18 frem GOD.  Asmarnkind, with all their depravity,
are diipsfed 1o religion, fuch fyftems, as are grateful
to the corrupt ftute of human nature, may be expedted
to prevail ; and GOD permits them, that fuch as are
approved may be made manifefl,

O. 8o. What are the peculiar circumflances which
vender the fuccefs of chriftianity a proof of its divine

original ?

A. The weaknefs znd unfitnels of the ju:ftrumonts
¢mployed in the propagation of the chiriftian reiigion ;
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the exrraordinary nature of the evidence whereby it
was fupported ; and the oppofition it met with, from
the prejudice, policy and fuperitition of the world, ail
contribure to fhew that its fuccefs muft have been
from GOD. |

- Q. 81. How does the confideration of the weaknefs, and
wnfitnefsof the infirumentsempleyed inthe propagation of
chriftianity, [bew that its fuccefs muft have been from
GOD?

A. The perfons, employed in the propagation cf
chriftianity, were of the lowelt rank in life; deftiture
of learning, power or any wordly influence ; ard con-
tinued in a {tate of poverty, reproach and perfecution,
even unto death: and to fuppofe, thar thefe, without
divine aid, could be fuccefstul, in eftablifhing fuch a
religion, £5 far fupericr o all that ever bad been
done, or thought of, by the wifdom of men, is utteily’

ncredibie,

Q. 82. How does the extraordinary nature of theevis
dencey wiereby chriflianity was fupported, mant/efty that
its fuccefs mufl ve from GOD ?

A, The {irt preachers of chriftianity, profciled to
fupport the divine charaéter and miffion of its aurher,
and the trath of his religion, by the evidence of mi-
raculous powers, and this circumitance, peculiar to
them, wonld have immediately deilroyed their cre-
dit, had not that profeflion been well {upporied, and
the evidence acknowledged to be true. (22)

Q. &83. How doues the coafideration of the oppofitisn
which chrifiianity met with, from the prejuices, policy
and fuperfiition of the world, fhew that iis juccejs mufl be
Sfrom GOD ?

A. Experience teaches, that thefe principles of op-
pofition, zre, in ali cafes, almoft irrefiltible, and efpe-
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cially, when fupported by the fupreme powers, ttey
muflt have effetually flenced the weak and humble
preachers of the go'fcl had not their miniltry been

artended with the demonitration of the fpirit, and
with power.

Q. 84, J]ag}zt not fuch a veligion as chriflianity have
obrained il its fuccefs, by mere human means, as well as
mahometifm, which has prevailed, in a great part of the
world, for more than a thoufand years 2

A. The canfes of the fuccefs of chriltianity, and that
cf mahometifm, were fo different, that no reafinings

can be conclufive, from the cals of the one to that of
the oiher,

Q. 85, Wherein appears the difference between tlze
ca /e of the fuccefs of chrifiianity, and that of mahometifm ?

A. The principal caufes of the fuccefs of chrifiia.
nity, were the credit given to the miraculous fadts,
on which it was founded, and its reforming power
on the heart, and life ; but mahomertiim, afrer havmg
obtained fufficient force, through faltionand intrigue,
d?penied intirely on U"t‘cﬁﬂlb]“ power, enforung a
religion, accommodated to the prqudues of the peo-
ple, and gratifying to the fenfualities of human na,
ture, (23)
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‘The Divine Infpiration of the
Holy Scriptures. |

Q. 86. What is that authority, whereby we are to re.
gard the koly  feriptures as a rule of fuith and manners P

A. The authority, whereby we are to regard the
holy feriptures, as a rule of faith and inanners, is
their divine infpiration, *

/

Q. 87. What is divine infpiration ?

~A. Divine infpiraticn is a fupernatural influence of

the Ipirit of GOD, on the mind of a man, whereby he
is made the recipient of fome divine inftrution; or
the organ of communicating fome divioe oracle ; or
whereby hi8 faculties are improved to a higher de-
gree, than he could, at the time, and in his circum.
liances, have attained to, in an ordinary way.

Q. 83. How may divine infpirationbe d:finguiflied, ac-
cording toits influence and ¢fe® on the mind 2

A. Divine infpiration, according to its influence
and e¢ffe&t on the mind. may be diltinguifhed into an
infpiration, of fugge/iion, of elevation and of fuperin.
tendency.,

Q. 89, Whatis meant by aninftiration ¢f luggeftion?

A Aninfpiration of fugyeftion takes place, w hen,
eitker, by impreflions on 1the mind, or by aruiculzte

# It was apprekended, that fomme thoughts, ci the infpi-
vation of the holy [criptures, might be v/cful,  The ful-
Jowing are the fentiments of Dr. Duddridge on that jub-
JeEty thrown inlo this form,



[ 36 ]

founds, cr by vifiblereprefentations, GOD communi-
cates any thing immediately to hisfervants, or makes
them the mere organs of declaring any divine mef-
fage to others.

Q. go. Does it appear that any part of the holy
Jeriptures were given, by fuch aninfpiration of fuggefii-

o £

A. All thofe parts of the holy fcriptures, where
the very words, exprefs preditions, or meflages are
faid to be dictated by GOD, are to be confidered as
given by an infpiration of fuggeltion.

. 91 Is it meceflary to the intive credibility, and au-
thority of the holy [criptures, to fuppofe that the whole
muft have been given, by fuch a high degree of infpiration,
&5 that of fuggeftion ? ,,

A. It is not neceflary to the intire credibility and
authority of the holy {criptures, to fuppofe that the
whole was thus infpired, feeing the natural powers
of men, affifted, according to the promife of GOD,
might be fufficient to record the ti:ings, which they
well knew ; and the great variety, in the ftyle and
method of the facred writers, fhews that it was fo
ordered. |

Q. 92. Hhat is meant by an infpiration of elevation !

A. An infpiration of elevation takes place, when
the faculties of the mind, thongh a&ing in a natural
way, are raifed to av extraordinary degree, 20a the
performance is more fublime and elevated, than could
be the effe&t of the mere narural genius of fuch writers,

Q. 92. What 15 meant by an inftiration of {uperin.
tendency ?

A. An infpiration of fuperintendency takes place,
when the writers, though left to the exercife of their
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own memory and judgment,and to the choice of their
own words, flyle and method, are yet fo under the
influence of the fpirit of GOD, as to be effe@ually
fecured from error, and detefts, and that the record
fhall be true and complete.

Q. 94. What reafon have we to conclude, that GOD
would fo infpire the writers of the holy [criptures, as to
give a faithful record of his revelations to the world ?

A. As GOD was pleafed to give a revelation for
the inftru&ion of mankind in all fucceeding ages. fo
his wiflom and goodnefs required, that, as an effen-
tial part of the grand icheme, he fhould muke this
provifion to preferve it from the weaknefls of human
memory, and the corruptions of tradition, that it
might be an infallible ftandard of truth, and a fuffici.
‘ent authority to guide us in all the concerns of reli-
gion,

Q. 95. How does it appear, that the holy feriptures
were written under fuch an infpiration of fuperintendency,
vas effefually to fecure them from error 2

As Tt was the promife of Jefus Chrift, to his difci-
ples, that he would fend them the holy fpirit, to bring
all things to their vemembrance, and lead them into all
truth.  The writers themfelves aflerted it, and
proved it, by miracles, as the authority, by which
they wrote; and all chriftians, ever fince, regard

th;ir writings, as an infpired and infallible rule of
faith and practice,
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The reafon,and confequence of

rejecting the Gotpel.

. 96b. What are the caufes, why men aie difpofed to
“cbject againfl the gofpel revelation ?

A. The principal caufes, why men are difpoled to
objeét againft the gofpel re\{elatioﬁ, are, a pride of
heart, that difdaios inftru@tion; difuiteétion to the
charalter and government of GOD; and oppufition
to the holy way of falvation, revealed in the gofpel.
Phil, x. 4.—]John iii, 20.—Rom. viii. 7.

Q. g7. What is to be expecled, from the juflice cf GOD,
by thofe, who reject the gofpel of Fefus Chrift 2

A. As rejeéting the gefpel ot Jefus Chrift 1s a fin,
of the highelt aggravation, deipifling the aunthority,
the wif{dom and goodnefs of GOD, and rejeéting the
cnly way of mercy, fo they, who do fo, muift expect
to be deprived of mercy, and punithed with everlaft-
ing deftruétion, from the prefence of the LORD, and
from the glory of his power.  John viii. 24.— Heb.
i, 3, 4. X. 28, 29,—=2. Thef, i. 9.
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(1)

W HEN Happinefs is allumed, as the end, for which
mazu was made; which he is to p)r{ae, and witl: re-
farence to which, hie 1s to judge of the ﬁmef’s, or the
necefiity of means; this is to he underttood, as fub-
fervient to the glory of GOD, the chicf, and highe/lend
ofﬁun, and not asxmplvmer that tire only end,which
the Supreme n*'m;r cculd have, in the produ&non of
creatures, mull be their hagpine/s.  This opinicn has
been embraced by fome, perk aps, to fave the Deity
from, what they think to be, an impntation of {elfifh-
nefs, and to reader him more amiable, Thus, hap-
pinefs being made the ftandard, only fuch views of
the divine chara@er can be admvred, as ave abfeiurely
fisfervient to ir.  Iolinels, jnliice and truth mutt
pive Wy 9 the fupreme exercife of goodnefs and
mercv. in will be conflidered, as a misfortune, ra-
tiver thaaa criine; {inners the oh;a‘ts of pny, ra'hcr
than of ; ,m.n(hment and the neceflitv of redemption,
by aSaviour,will be removed, by the fupnofcd obliga-
tion, which GGD s under 1o us, as he made us, to
make us happy.

Sach viesvs nf the Tanrermn e~ pf man, an deroeoate

frosicay witue ol pen @i GO, cannot Le
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corre®. Happine(s is indeed the high end of man.
It is ro be acquired in a courfe of voluntary and ra-~
tional improvement, under the adminiltration of
perfedt laws, 1t mult confift in moral reftitude, and
moral approbation,  All this is a part of the perfedt
plen of divine wiflom, and muft be fubfervient to the
"gloryof COD. It isas2greeable to perfelt rectitude,
that the wicked flioutd be miferable, as-that the gooed
fhould be happy, and it would be inconliftent with
tiie tiue happinefs of rational creatures, thatit fhould
be otherwife. A Supreme Being, indifferent to perfelt
reCtiiude, would be the objeé of horror, not of ap-
probation and delight, '

(2)

IT has, by long experience, become fo natural to
us, to ieel the connedtion which there isbetween our
intelletual and a@ive powers, and to be {o confcious
ot ability and eafe in judgirg and determining, about
the information atforded by external objeéts, thar we
may be led inte miftake, when forming <n opinion of
what thefe powers might do, if they were deftitute
of that experience. Let ur {trive to lay afide that
prejudice, and confider, what fuch a creature; how-
ever complete his natural powers might be, could
poflibly do, for his prefervation, or cemfort, if left,
in any part of this world, without any infermation.
H:s mental faculties, being but mere capacities, would
be incapable of exercife, without fome materials firft
fu%geﬁed tc bim. The information of his jenfes, the
inlets of knowiedge, about things without him, would
be, through want of experience, unprofitable fo him.
W hatever fenfations he might feel, from external ¢h-
jcéts, by feeing, liearing, &c. would be altogeiher
unintelligible, He covld form ne concepticn of what
thefe feniations were, whether they were without er
within him, near or ditant; parts of himfelf or i fome

”
/
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other things. Deftitate of the inllin& of the brutes,
he could not diftinguith what was good for fuod ; and,
a perfect infant on ail fubjects, a much longer experi-
ence, than his natural wants could permit, would be
required to teach him the ufe of his powers of body
or mind, and to provide for his prefervation in life.

If iv is fuppofed, that his {ttuation might have been
fo ordered, 1 the world, by the fpecial providence of
his maker, that the means of life would have fup geft-
ed themfelves immediately and abuadantly to his
fenfes, without the neceffity of Zifcrimination ; mighe
we not, with as great propriery, fuppofe, agreeably
to the fcriptures, that an extraordinary providence
would inftract his mind, fuliy, on all foch neceflary
fubj&s? This would more effetually anfwer the
ond ; be a greater evidence of divine poodnefs ; make
the rational creature, not only underitand the heppi.
nefs of life, but feel and erjoy the pleafure, arifing
from the exercife of grateful atfections,

(3)

SOME philoflophers bave thought, that we cannot
have any idea ot a(tive power, or of tie relation of
caufe and effedt. It is indeed true, that there is
fomething, in all narure, and its cperations, which
is concealed from our refearches; yet it is defigned
to convey inftrultion to our minds; and much of it
may be known. Whatever might have beenthe cafe,
in this relpect, if man bad been left to mere naturey
without aoy fupernataral iultro@ion, we have rezfon
1o think, that fome fuch relation, might eafily be fug.
gelted, by experience und obfervation, to minds, in 2
very low degree of improvement. They might be
confcious,that they bad power to produce fome effete,
themfelves ; and they would fee effe@s preduced, any
operationsand chunges geing on, which were indeper.
aent of tazm,and bryond their power; thismight ey

Do
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fupoelt the idea of fome power and agency, as the
caufe of thefe changes: but it is not probable, that
that agent would be conceived to be any thing like
the idea which enlightened reafon fhould teach us to
have of GOD. They would not think of one univer-
fuly creating and prefiding caufe, prefent every where,
- and at all times, producing all tlwfe operations and
changes ; the author of life and pewer, and of all good,
70 theinfelves, and to the univerfe. "T'his is an idea teo
grand 2nd fublime for the conceptions of minds, in
fuch & ftate, as is fuppoled. It is mere resfonable to
beiieve, that they would conceive all thefe operations
to be the effets, either of vital energy in the things
themfelves, or of forme invitble beings, fuperior to
man, and prefent with thefe effects ; and the corfe-
quence wounld be, that, as thefe beings were concelved
to be beneficial or hurtful, they would become the
ohjelts of veneration, or of dread, arnd of religious
refpect and worfhip.  Such would, meft probably, be
the conclufions of rude and unculiivated minds, if
they would reafon, at 21}, about caufes and effedis.
And as an evidence, of the jultnels of this vpinion, it
may be obferved, that the further we lock back into
the early hiftory of the world, we find, 1hat the mclt
worthy and enlarged notions ¢f GOD prevailed. Un-
der the influence of forme traditienary revelation (fer
reafon eftabi.thes no gencral notions) the Chaldeans,
Perfians, Arabians, Egyptians, and moft eaftern na-
tions, entertained, at fir{t, the belief of one GOI,
the creator and rulzr ¢f the univerfe, and their modes
of worfhip had a ¢veat refemblance : but the tradition
wearing out, or becoming corrupted by efficious im-
provers, the nations funkinto the procefs of reafonirg
above mentioned ; embraced a moltitude of topical
Deities, and worfhipped the fun and moon, the hoft
of heaven, Gods of nills and vallies, {prings and ri-
vers, and alisoil every thing in heaven and earth,
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(4)

MUCH labour aud ingenuity have been emp‘m«e

to defcribe the procels, by which men mighe ar: k,
gradually, from a favage itate, to hnprovements and
civilization ; but tieories of (h'.’a Kind have never been
realized. Tzt wen, in wmany parts et the worid,
have funk into fuch a {late, as inay be called favme. 15
well known 3 and there appears to be a tendency in
{:nfual human nature to it, when deftitute of prevents
ing meaus, M’my mﬂ:mces are known, of cuptives,

who, after a few ycars refidence with the {uyagw,
refufed to leave tfem; and of fome, who had beca
educated arong ciriitians, going vnluntanlv to live

with them, but no example can be piven, ¢! any
nations, or peopie, cver ariilng out of that flaie,

merely by their own cfforts, while there are nmu/
examwl :s of unfuccefsful endeavours ufed by others
to rcform them. The natives of America have been
lning here,. from time immmemorial ; yet are, as a
people, lill in the fame low {tage of iucu:r; ; and not.
wnth&andmw their long intercourfe with the Euro.
peans, and with the American States ; and the many
attempts, that have been made to civilize them, it
has been yer impoiiible to raife themw above their an-
cient cuftoms, or engage their attention to religion,
laws and the arts of life. 1tis a joyful confideration,
that from the report of the nn(ﬁon wries, fent among
thein, we hiear, they are, at lall, willing to open their

ears 1o m‘iruuu n.

IT is very unreafonable to think, that man fhould
bave uad a wife creator and not an inftructor; or that,
in his original conftitution, lie was net qualified for
that life and ravk, in the creaticn, of which be 2n-
pearstobe capable. Thisis the langua‘%ff of revelativn,
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¢¢ GOD made man npright, but they have fovght ont
many inventicns,’” Such as deny this, feem to be /&
far confliftent, wien they fuppofe him to have ariien
out of the {lime of the earth, by means of the heat of

the fup.

1. THE tradition, that the firlt age of the world
was the golden age, was univerf{al, among all the eaft-
ern nations, They referred the original founders of
their nations to that period, as procducing the wileft

and beft men. This was the early and prevailing
helief. The notion, that the world was produced by
chance, or by the neceflary operations of univerfal
matter; and, that mankind continued fome theufand
vears a {tupid, dumb and brutifi aninzal, was of far
iater origin. It {tarted with Epicorus, and zmorg
fuch as were calied philofofphers, and, to the honour of
the world, it js truly faid, that it has never got into
any other lieuds, thovgh it has tecn ofter revived,
and even lately, by fomne men of great talents, as a
favourite opinion amoung them,

2. ¢ Articulate language’—To learn a language, of
any exteut, is a difficult and tedicus undertaking ;
to 1nvent one, muft be exceedingly more fo; and to
fuch os hud no example of any fuch thing, cr traces
ta guide them, it would be utterly impokible. ¢ We
lenrn to fpeak (favs Dr. Beatty, llements of Moral
Science, fect. 45) when our organs are moft flexible,
and our powers ot imiration moft aftive, and evenr
thea, it is no eafy acquifiticn. It is the effect of con.
ftint practice, for fome years--Were we never to at-
tumpt tpeech, till we are grown up, there is reafon
to think. that we fhould never learn to ipsak ar all,
Anl therefore, if there ever was a time, when al’
mankind were dumb (swatusn et turpe pecus,as Epicur us
tavght ) all mankind mult, in the ordinary ccuiie of
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things, have continued dumb, to this day. Speech
could not be neceffury to animals, whe were fuppofed
to have exilted, for ages, wichout it ; and amonp fuch
animals, the invention of unncccflary and diflicule
avts,whereof they faw no example in the world around
them, was not to be expefled, And fpeech, it io-
veated, at all, by them, muft have been invented, ci.
ther by dumb infants, who were incapable of inven-
tion, or by dumb men, who were incapable of fpeech,
Mankind, therefore, mult have fpoken, in all ages—
and if fo, our firlt parents muft have received this art,
as well as fome others, by infpiration,”

3. Homer and Hefiod mention the ¢ SACRED sk
YENTH DAY —ebdomon teron hemar.

(7)

IT is an undeniable truth, as certain, as the exift-
ence of the Jewifh nation, that while all the furrounda
in% world, far and near, was funk in idolatry and
polytheifm, that people were inftruéted in the moit
jult and venerable notions of the charaéter and go-
vernment of GOD. This is an extraordinary fa&,
in the hiftory of mankind. That a pation, fo long in
flavery, fhould, in this refpel, fo far exceed their
wife and flourithing neiglibours; that Mofes, their
lawgiver, brought up at a fuperftitious and idolatrous.
court, could renounce all the principles of his educa-
tion, and, in oppofition to furrounding examples, cone.
trive the plan of a religious commonweaitl, fo differ-
‘entfrom all the world; and a charaézr of the Dei:y,
the head of it, not only infinitely diverfe from the
Gods of the nations; but fo corre&, ss to bear the
telt of the moft enlightened reafon, to the Jateft 27¢s,
The Deity was taught and worfhipped, among 1liem,
as a {piritual being, felf exiltent, eternal, iimmutable,
omuifcient, almighty, infinitely wife, holy, jult and



troe, erncions and mercifsl, the creator, preferver
and governor of all thmm-—:: is alto difficult, we
may {av, impoflihle, to conceive and fpeak of him, in
more fublime and 'xv.)ohtc ;un”']dﬂ' than 1s ufrJ
concerning him and bis works, in many parts cf theie
fc rlptmeg Tt mipht be nmhtai le for thote, who may
be in donbt, about the divine authotity of thefe writ-
ings, and want fatisfaCiion, to endeaver to account

for this fu&, witheut it.

(3)

1. REASON, confidered, as thﬂfaculty of crmﬁar:rg
and judring, can do nothing, withcot fome prindiples
of Knowl c(!ge, fielt received : as the Slave of peliion
amlpremd:fe which darken thie mind, it is very unfit

o be the fole guide in moral and religious piatters :
as {ignifying that degree of kncwledge of the j{nf’fs of
things, which every man, in fad&, has it has always
heen deficient,  How mwp'l*\le it was 0 1ts hm‘xﬂk:
{tate of improvement, in otlier things. ro ¢ lirect men
right in marters of religion, and to refiit the force of
habit and prejudice, appears in the examples of Arif-
totle, Socrates, Flato and Cicero, who, thov oh fome
ofthe greatelt realoncers the world has prsduced, yet
compiied with, ard recommended the common rcl:-
pion of their rimes, with all its abfurdities.  And,
finaily, if we take an eltimate of Reafon, from the
exqmph of many of thofe, whe mow call themitlves
philofophers, its province {cems ro be, to difpnte alm: f¢
every thing, and 1o emora.¢ any thing, however para-
doxical it may be.

Erowledos is acanivred with difliculty, bar eafily
forgotten. or Dtk ;o there isa terdercy in the patvye
of mav, to fi s, vatiier than o rife; o cerrep, ¥ .
ther than to fworar. I any woval

ta‘mmms. LA[‘\-I':»[M.L and oufirvatica i) cnevdt @
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this. In jodging of the influence of reafon, in thefe
matters, we ought 1o confider its eiletts on the gene-
ral body of markind, and not as they may appear in
a few among millions, We find, that the depraviry
and corruptions of men arc foflicient to oppofe the
efficacy ot all the light, that the world yeu enjoys.
Netwithftandirg all the advantages of a long enjoyed
revelation; free and general means of iuftruction,
plans of educaiion, preaching, writing, priniing,
whereby every fubjeét is cxatnined and explained,
which tends to the difcovery, enlargement and pre-
fervation of human knowledge ; yet a great part of
mankind is {till in ignorance. Underall this thining
light, the multitude are fti]l following their animal
appetites and paflions, and living mevely as creatuses
of tiis world, without regard to reafon and virtue, or
the motives of a future life.  5iill,ibe force and rigour
of criminal laws are neceflary in the beft regulated
focicties ; all the light of religion and phitofophy
h2s not been effeltuzl to fupprels the pride and am-
bition of man; to putafiop to the favage emplovment
of war, and make them love one another, as brethren
and friends. Thisis a{trong evidence of the power-
tul oppofition, which the governing principles of hu-
man nature make to the meags of inltruétion; and
fugpelts a very low idea of what the reafon of men
would do, if they were intirely left to their own in-
ventions,

2. Some of the heathen philcfophers delivered manv
excellent moral precepts: but thefe wife men were
few; ofa fpeculative turn; travelled for inftroétion ;
and there i1s reafon to believe, that their intermation
arofe, originally, from a higher fource, than mere hy.
man Realon. ‘¢ We doubt not, but a body of wife
maxims, and excellent moral precepts, might be form.
ed, by purting together the belt things, which the
heathenlegiflators and philofophers have faid. How.
ever, it canuot be denied, thar thefe maxims and pre.
cepts are found, in their writings, accompanicd with
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error and uncertainty, not only with regard to thcfe
great truths, which are the only folid balis of virtue,
the exiftence of GOD, his jaftice and providence, the
liberty of man, &c. but even with regard to the moft
eflential duties of morality. And it fhould pot bea
matter of {urprize, that rthe ancient philofophers, in
the midft of lieatherifi darknefs, fell into thefeerrors,
when we fze the moderns, although enlightened by
the torch of revelation, calling in queftion, attacking
thefe truths; and even whillt they are continually
talking of mora.ity and virtae, fapping their founda-
tions. The pernicious opinions; the dangerous iy ltems,
by which they have dazzled and difcredited this age,
are the moft convincing proof, that man wants ano-
ther guide, befides philgfophy, to lead him to virtue.”
Jews letters, p. 274.

TN examining the evideinces and doctrines of reve-
lation, the feccefs depends chicfly on the difpofition
of mind. Honeft and fincere minds are open to con-
vilion ; prejudice is a bar againft it. The revelation,
given in the holy fcriptures, has a claim to be treated
with refpe®, and examined with candor. Commion
fenfe and experience thew, that the world has need
of light on the principal and leading fubjeéts of it.
Some of the wifz{t of the heathen, defired it, longed
for it, and thought, from their conceptiors of the
goodnefs of GOD, there was reafon to expe& it. Vaft
numbers of greav and good men, in all apges, have
received ir, and rejoiced in it.  Its profeflion and ob-
jelt areinfinitely refpe@able ; and the confequences
of receiving or rejecting it may be eternally intereft-
ing. It may, therefore, appear reaforable to attend
to it,with the difpofitions of mind, here recommended.
Sach as do fo, will find fatisfa&ion. Such as come
to it, lil.e antagonifts, to find obje&ions, wiil, proba.
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bly, be left to find them, or to think that they find
them. ¢ Becanle they received not the jove of the
truth, that they might bz faved ; GOD fhail iend them
ftrong delufion, that they fhould believe a lie.”” 2.
Thef, ii. 10, 11.—5%0me may not relifh this fentence,
becaufe it is fcripture ; but let their own experience
guide them. Let them reflect, whether they have
not found it an univer{al faw, that error depraves the
under{tanding, and vice corrupts the heart, niore and
more,till truthJofes all its ditinétion,and virtue all ita
charms. Therefore, as we oupht to fhun every ap-
pearance of evil, {o we fhould be ferious, and in ear-
neft, when we attend to what has the appearance of

good,

(10)

A REVELATION, univer{:l, and common to eve-
ry man, could not be confidered as fupernatural; and
perpetual miracles, would alfo lofe their nature and
eflicacy, derange the eftablithed laws of nawure, and
be deftruitive to the freedom and virtue of mankind.
Such an univerfality would not be conformable to the
wifdom of the providence of GOD, obfervable in the
variety of his gifts, and the gradual perfection of his
works, which contribute {o inuch to the beauty and
order of the {yltem, and to the improvement and hap-
pinefs of man. Buat our revelation is not deltiture of
fuch an univerfality, s is agreeable toreaforn, accom-
modated to the known order of providence, and
ftronply expreflive of the wifdom and goodnefs of
GOD. lvis by /mfivuczion and example that mankind
are imoroved and governed ; and, according to the
fcriptures, provifton was made for rhis ro the whole
world, by reveiations 10 Adam, and to Noah, the
the two fathers of mankind,  Afterwards, by Moles,
was a movre dvrable light fet up tor the world. A
whoie nation raifed up, as a {ar in the eall, pollefling

fa
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the knowledge and worfhip of the living and true
GOD, and communicating divine light to 1he for-
rounding nations, as they might be led to inguire
and fee and learn, They were diltinét from other
nations, yet confpicuous among them, and fo contris
buted to diffeminate the knowledge of religious prin-
ciples, and efpecially to prepare the world tor the
reception of the Gofpel ; the rifing of the Sun of Righe
teoufnefs ; the light of which is not {tationary, as the
former, but calculated to fpread and thine to the ends
of the earth. The commiflion of its author is,*Go
ye into all the world, preach the gofpel to cvery crea-
ture.” 1f, therefore, it has not had univerfal effcét,
1t is to be impured more to the inalivity of its
friends, or the oppofition of its enemies, than to any
defect in the wifdom of its provifions,

(11)

T H E miraculous paflage of 600,000 Ifraclites
through the Red fea, and the river Jordan; their
prefervation and fupplies for forty years, in the wii-
dernefs of Arabia; and many other cvents of an ex-
traordinary natore, of which they were witnefles, rc-
quived nothing more than common fenfe and experi-
ence to {atisfy every one of that number of the reality
of thiofe miracles, It is certain that they were firmly
beiieved by the whele nation, and regardcd, accor-
ding to their law, as a grand motive of their pratitude
and obedience. Yet it was impoflible that fuch facts
could have been believed, at firlt, or at any other
time, if they had not been true. (Lcflie’s Short Me-
thod.)—The fame obfervation may be made, with
refpect to the plainnefs, and {2miliar natvre of the
miracles afcribed to Jefus Chrift and the Apoitles,
which rendered them a proper fubject of teftimony.
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(12)

THAT the leaders of the Jews, and the great bo-
dy of the nation, who were directed by them, fhould
l:2 under very {trong prejadice againft the gofpel, is
not, at all, {trange. In their opinion, it avrogated
their law, which they knew tobe diviae. It dcpnved.
their naticn and temple, of the honours, they had
aflumed. It fript the officers of the hierarchy of their
digniry and emoiuments. Ittaughta religion, foreign

to their fentiments and tafte; it exhibited a Mefliah,
" exceedingly different frem their views, and cut off all
their bopes of univerfal monarchy under their expect-
ed King., On thefe accounts, they were difpofed to
rej2¢t the goipel, and though the miracles of Chrift
and the apolitles were not diferedited, yet a belief in
the operation of demons enabled them to flight the
evidence of them,

As to the Gentiles, the gofpel was foolifhnels
to them, and unwortlhy of examination. The mirae
cles were afcribed to magic. Greatmultitudes of the
lower ranks, who were governed by common fenfe,
did believe: but the more learned, who boafted of
their philofyphy, had fuch a contempt of ir, as pre-
venred all inquiry. This-wiil not appear ftrange,
when we find it fo common, with fuch philefophers
ftill, to take up their objections againft revelation,
from hand to hand, and cven 1o write againit the
books of fciipture, when they have never read them,

(13)

SEVERAL heathen writers make mention of the
chriitians and their veligion, and of its author and his
apoitles ; particularly Tacitus, Suetonijus, Celfus, Tie-
roclus, Porphyry, Pliny, Lutian=The earlielt chrife
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tian writers, befides the apoftles, were, Hermas, Cla.
mens Romanus, Papias, Ignativs, Polycarp, Juftin
I‘viar‘tyr-—-Somc of them were contemporary with the
apoltles, and fome wrote apologies for chriftianity
againft its adverfarics,

(14)

WHETHER any writings of the apoflles have been
loft ? is a queftion of no importance. All that Jefus
taught, and his apoftles preached, and wrote, was,
doubtlefs ufeful ; but our concern is about thefe writ-
ings, which we have, and which are fuflicient for their
end and defign. Thefe have been received, by the
church of Chrift, in all its {tates, and at all times, as
the genuine writings of thofe, whofe names they bear,
They were held facred, from the begirning, as the
oracles of GOD, and afrer a folemn inquiry admitred
into the canon of the holy feriprures, while others
were rejelted, as {purious. They were alfo confidera
ed, and referred to, as the authentic records of chrif-
tianity, by Celfus, Porphyrv and Julian, its violent
enemies, and were held in fo ligh veneration by
chriftians, that they chofe to conimit themfeives to the
flmes, rather than to deliver them up to their perfe-
cuiors, ~

}
(15)

THE Scriptures bear no marks of any material
corruption. Chriltians, who upderftand them beft,
eiteem them molt, and are moft concerned abiout them,
have never had any uneafinefs on thar head., Many
diTerent readings of fo large a book, as the Bibie,
might be expeted, from {o valt a number of copiesas
have been made of it,in fo long a time, But experi.
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ence fhews, that where any of thefe different readinps
appear, they feldomaffect the fenfe of any important
pallage; they generally take place in fmualler matrers,
as in dates and numbers ; and a caveful comparifon of
copies, and tracflations, can ezfily fix the true read-

L d

ing, and render them intirely harmlefs,

(16)

IT has always been the lot of the proplhiets and
meflengers of GOD to meet with reproach {rom the
world, The oflice of the ancient prophers was com-
monly, to corredt error, reprove vice, and 1o denvunce
judgments, which is always offenfive to the pride of
man, and faflicient to infure ref:ntment againft the
miniter. Fence it was, that few of them underiook
the charge, but with great relu&ance. They had
commonly but little goud to fuy of the great, and on
accoust of the aulterity of their lives, unfafhionable
manners, and the plainne(s and freedom, with which
they treated all ranks, they were reproached as fools
and madmen. Their later adverfaries are willingto
admir all this, and to invent mmuch more, themfelves,
The fymbolical imtru@ions which the prophets receive-
ed, and their typical mianncr of addrefs, by fignificant
actions, has aitorded avcurdant matter for wit and
11diznle,  The ancient jews, however, found no faule
wiith this. It weas well underftood by them, as a
lively mananer of fpeaking to the fenfes of men, and
common in ail the eat, Neither was it held con-
temp:ipie, that their addrefles and prophecies were
delivered in a {ubline and poetical fiyle; and that
the prophers were often emsployed in fuperintending
fchools, for isfirution, in pralmody and other prepa-
rations for public worfhip; but on thisaccount, their
enemies, of cur day, will have them to be no more
than pzets. Mot that a pozt is a difgracelul characs
ter, but that their compolicions may be conlidered, as

k2
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fables, or, at beft, but as works of imagination. Their
prophecies pafs with ihefe, for a mere calculation of
chances ; the ancients had no fuch opinion. None,
who read and under{tand the prophecies, and are ac-
quainted with the hiftory of the world, can embrace
that opinion. Undeniable faéts have been fo convinc-
ing, even to fome infidels themfelves, that they have
alledged, that the prophecies were forged atter the
event. The truth is, that the things objeéted again(t
the prophets, were real excellencies, and the ridicule
of their enemies arifes from the miftake of figures, for
falts, and parables, for real a&tions, and from an ig»
norance of the language and culfoms of the people.

(17)

SOME remarkable events, in the hiftory of the
world, foretold by the Prophets, are—The deftroéti-
onof Tyre,Ezek. xxvi. The fall of Babylon, Jer.1.li.
The progrefs and victories of Alexander the great,
Dan. xi. 3. 4—vii. 21. 22. The four great mecnar-
chies of the world, and the rife and fall of the Roman
power, Dan, vii. The deltruétion of Jerufalem, Dan,
1x. 26. The difperfion of the Jews, threatened,Deut,
xxviii, 37. 64, 65, Ezek. xxii. 15.—v, 10712, 1§.—
Foretold, Hof. iii, 4. Dan, xii. 7. Amos ix. 9. &c.

(18)

A few of the prophecies, relating to Jefus Chrilt,
may be obferved in the following places—Of his com-
ing,Gen. iii. 15.—xlix, 10. His oftices, Deut. xviii. 18,
Pfal, ji. 10.—cx. Jer. xxiii. 6. Zech, ix. 9. 12 —
"The 1ime of his coming. Gen. xlix. 10.—Hag. ii. 7.
Mal. iii. 1. Dan. ix. 24. His lincage and charac-
ters, Jer.xxiil 5. If. vii. 14 —ix.6. &c.-—x1. 1—10,
His fofferings, Pfal, xxil.—lxix, M, xlix. 6.—liii,
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paflion,—and Dan. ix. 26. His benevolent works,
I(. xxxv. s—10. His refurreion, Pfal. cx. xvi. 10,
The nature and extent of his kingdom, Mic. iv. 1—35.
Dan, 2. 35.—vil. 13, 14,27. &c.

(19)

IT is difficult te fum up, in a fentence, or two, the
various fubjeéts, which contribute to the internal
evidence, of the revelation, which GOD has given
us.—The glorious and perfect charalter of GOD, by
which he was known, in no part of the world, but
among Jews and Chriftians. The fpirituality of his
worfhip, to which all external rites were to be fub-
fervient. The peculiar grandeur and fublimity of
fubject and fentiment, in fome parts of the fcriptures,
The humbling view it gives of human nature, every
where correcting the pride and vanity of man, and
inculcating bumility—The impartiality of its hiftory,
with refpe to thefailings of its belt characters; ard
efpecially, the harmony, feries of revelations, laws,
prophecies 2nd providences, carried on through a
courfe of fome thoufands of years;and all centering
in, or {pme way fubfervient to, the great objelt of the
chri(\é fyftem, the glory of GOD, in the redempii.
on of finners, and the reformation of the world, by
Jefus Chrift—Thefe afford fatisfaétory evidence, that
the whole muft be the work of GOD.

(20)

THE laws of Chrift, which are peculiar to the
gofpel, or enforced efpecially by its authority, are
Love, fupreme to GOD ; to our neighbour, as to our-
felves ; even to our enemies— Faith overcoming the
world, refiting the Devil, purifying the heart; en-
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gaging the foul to Chrift, fusjedting It tc Lis inftruétia

ons and authority, and realiz ug the promiles of the
gofpel—Repentance, felf-denial. meriification, hea.
venly mindednefs, patierce huimility, meeknefs, peaces
ablene(s, forgivenefs of injuries, &c.—tuch is the ra-
ture of the dotrines and laws of chriltianity, clearly
taught, in every part of the facred record ; exempli-
fied perfellly in the life of its author, and in a great
degree, in all his true followers. 1t is therefore
altonithing, that any fhould be fo igrorant, as to re-
preient it, as a fyltem of power and reverue, or not
to diilingnifh it, from thofe corruptions, which it
abhors and condemos—It would he unreafonable to
expelt a religion, which men cculd rot counterfeit
and corrupt. The more excellent and refpectatle a
religion is, the more it will be burdered with Eypo-
critical profeilers; it will be a more ufcful engine, in
the hands of ambirtious men ; z2nd capible of produc.
ing more mifchief in the world, when itis perverted.
Hence have arifen, the divifion, wars, and perfecuti.
ons, {o frequently, and ignorantly charged on chrifti.
wnity, by its eneuniies, The wildom of Chrift fore-
told, that cfences muft come, and /eicfies alfo, that
they. who are approved, may be made manifeft,

(21)

TBERE ic no truth in the aflovtion of the adver-
faries of chriffianitv ; that miracles were the common
pretence of all that have atrempted to fet up a new
religion: and of all fedtaries. No examyple of the
firfl can be given; excep: the cafe of the jewifh and
chriftian revelation, And, of the founders of fedts,
very few ever pretecded to miracles; fuch as did,
certainly and fudaenly failed,
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(22)

WITH refpet to the influence of chrillianity on
tiie flate of the world, 1t may be obferved— !iatthe
Kingiom of Chiiit is nor of this world; and ibe de-
fign of the chriftien religion is to referm the hearr,
and prepare the mind for a kappy lie in a tuture
world. Thefe, on whom it is caiculated to have the
oreatelt effects, are of thau clafs, who are nout much
regarded by the great and confpicacus of the carth.
Its dillinguifling virtees are not fuch, as pleafe the
talte, oratirect the norice of the men of the world ;
and its meck and gentle voice i not heard amidit the
noife of public concerns. Yet it has not been withe-
out many ¢{f:&s on the {tate of the wogld whenever
it has been made krown, PBv itsir{fence on the

public opinien, it has relieved the world from the abe
furdities of polytheifn and idelairy, ond baniflied
many criminal and barbarous cuttems, It has hegot-
ten a general regard to confciencve, and comributed
tothe perfection of human laws, to a jult fer:fe of lo-
nour, and gentlene(s of manners; and bas had a mott
f=nlidle effetinregulating and enforcing the daties of
tiie common relations of life, It Las been often obe
ferved, thar, wherever it Las been relpected, it bas
mitiguted ilie berrars of war, difcovrs ged, or sbolifh-
cd flavery, and by regulatirg the laws of marringe,
it hasraifed the temaie part of thie human {pecics,
from the mo®t ignoble bendage, to their proper ond
horourable flation.  Butits beft effeéts muft be foupht
foryin the temper ard manners of thofe, that fin-
cerely believe ond ohey it, and if truth can haveany
rendency to goodncls, and good principles any in-
fluerice on 1he morals o mankird, no ene, who un-
deritinds it, need doubt, but that the general and
cordial bebiel r11 obedience of it would banifh difs
order intirely {rom human afiairs, and bring abour,
accordinyg tc the prophecies of {eripture, and the hope
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of chriftians, vniverfal righteoufnefs, peace and hape
pinels, in the world,

(23)

MATIOMETISM mav be confidered, rather as a
corruft combafition of judaifin and chriitianity, thana
Miltinét independent religion.  The founder of itap-
“pears to have drawn his principles from thefe. He
paid a kigh refoeét to Mofes and Chriit, and adapted
his fyftem to the corruptions of Jzws and Chriftians,
which prevailed at the time. ‘r'his contributed to
its acceptance and fuccefs, as well as the tavorable
encouragement it gave to fenfuzl gratificarion. A
religion of fiach a nature, enforced by a powerful
conqueror, agl that promifzd freedom, vidtory and
plundcr, in this world, and a paradife of {enfual er-
Joyment, inthe nert, was weil calcuiated toiucreate
the pcwer of i1s armmies, and the nuwber ¢f its vota-
ries,in a part of the world, prepared by igrorance
and corruption, for fuch an zdventure, 2nd ata time,
when it wes the univerfal belief, that fucce/s wes an
infallible proof of the countenance of heaven,

]

FINIS,
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