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4 SERIOUS ARBDRESS, &c.

H E fubjeé@ls of the fhort eflays

which have of late appeared in the
public papers, or otherwife, are com-
monly of a political nature. The writers
of them deferve well of the public, who,
with a pure aim to advance our civil hap-
pinefs, endeavour to recommend the vir-
tucs that tend to promote it, and print
out fuch means as they judge may allevi-
ate our burthens.

It is certain, bowever, that there can
be no fuch thing as true happinefs, either
private or focial, while our morals are
depraved. Vice contains the certain feeds
of mifery. The good alone are happy.
A concern, therefore, for the public good;
and a much more interefting concern for
the falvation of our fouls, fhould engage
us not to overlook the fpecial ground of
happinels~--our reformation from wice.

With
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With a view to call the attention of my
fellow citizens and profefling « *hriftians to
one branch, at leaft, of this important
fubje&, [ lay before them a few thoughts
by way of warning, againft the prevail-
ing vice of drunkennefs.

When evils become common, they are
fcldom looked upon with a proper abhor-
rence; and cuftom, tco often, takes off
the deformity from vice. This is moft re-
markably the cafe with refpe@ to drunk-
ennefs. It would furely filluswith aflonifh-
ment, to fece, for the firlt time, a reafon-
able creature in the ravings of a drunken
fit; and the drunkards themfelves feel a
painful fenfe of thamec for the firft inflan-
ces of their intoxications ; but now, tho’
its effeéts are every where obferved, and
its dreadful confequences acknowledged ;
though its nature and operation are well
known and their own experience verefies
the worft that can be faid of it, yet multi-
tudes fuffer themfelves to be overcome
and ruined by at.

It would be tedious, as well as painiul,
even to mention particularly its mifchiev-

ous cffeéts; for there is hardly an evil to
be
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be dreaded in this world, or the next,
Lut natively flows from it. It is truly, as
St. James fays, on another occafion, ““ an
unrully evil and full of deadly poifon”---
It is both a natural and a moral evil, and
therefore the worft of evils.

Do we not, every day, fee its baneful
influence on the health, reputation, eftates
and families of its wretched devotees ?---
Poverty and wretchednefs, difgrace and
fhame attend it wherever it gocs.

Abundant experience teacheth, that it
‘has a pernicious influence on the temper;
and however fome, who are entering on
the prad&tice, may {ometimes appear good
natured, on fuch occafions, yet its mani-
feft tendency is to four the temper, and
encourage angry paffions. This, among
other hurtful effe®s of it, is mentioned
by Solomon--- Who hath woe ? Who
hath forrow ?  Who hath contentions ?
Who hath babbling ¢ Who hath wounds
witt.out a caufe 7 Who hath rednefs of
eyes? They that tarry long at wine,
they that go to feek mixed wine,” Prov,
23. 29. 30. And therefore he cautions
in the next verfes, “ Look not thou upon

A 2 the



( 6 )

the wine, when it is red ; when 1t giveth
its colour in the cup ; when it moveth
“itfelf aright. At the laft, it bitcth like a
ferpent, anA ftingeta like an adder.”

Let me here mention a recent example
of its power and mifchiet : that is the
cafe of Ramage and Hanah lately executed
in Franklin county for the crime of wil-
ful murder.

Of thefe two, it was teftified at their
trial, thatthey were peaceable good hu-
moured, kind and afte@ionate in their
ordinary converfation; but when in li-
quor, we find they were, through the
cxtravagance of paffion, inftigated to ftain
their hands with the blood of their fellow
creatures ; to commit that horrid crime,
at the thought of which nature rifes with
indignation, and almoft forbids the ten-
der feelings of compafiion. |

Thus therefore, they die inglorioufly,
as vicums of public juftice, to cleanfe
the land from blood, and warn others, by
the awful example, to guard againft fuch
evil courfes* 4

And

~* At their exccution, they afcribed their misforwunes
ta this vice.
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And is the warning needlefs? Surely
no. The cafe of too many among us,
requires a ferious attention to fuch alarm-
ing admonitions. '['he good are difpofed
to learn and apply fome ulfeful leflons
from fuch inftances as this, They feel a
painful affli¢tion for that difgrace which
it cafts upon human nature, and are filled
with a ftronger abhorrence of vicious ha-
bits. But, alas! they who have moft
nced, are moft difinclined to take warn-
ing. They perfuade themfelves that there
is no danger. They can’t think that any
of them fhould ever be led to fuch a de-
gree of wickednefs. But let none deceive
themfelves with a vain confidence. If they
are not afraid to be drunk, they have rea-
fon to be afraid of falling into crimes as
ecnormous as this, for which thefe two
unhappy perfons fuffered. Who would
have thought that one, fo advanced in
years, and grey with age, when the paf-
tions had loft their natural firength and
keenefs; when declining health and grow-
ing weaknefs, might have, every moment
‘taught him to govern himfelt, and en-
gaged his attention.to better fubjets.---

That
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That fuch a one, at fuch a time, fhould
break through all the reftraints of reaion
and confcience, and all the ties of love, -
endeared by fo long ard tender a relation; !
who would have thought, I fay, that |
fuch a one would arrive at fo great a de-
gree of madnefs, as to be guilty of the -
higheft aét of violence upon the wife of
his bofom! It is moft probable, that nei-
ther he nor the other, his partner in fuf-
ferings, ever thought, that their condu@
would have brought them to this. There .
was a time when they would have thot -
of fuch deeds with abhorrence ; but alas!
they ventured upon the means and the .
miferable confequence hgs natively fol-
lowed. Thefe arec the peiaetples of in-
temperance. The di{mal effects of that
defiroyer of men and morals, drunkenne/s.
Indulging in the intoxicating poifon, the
dominion of reafon 1s gradually over-
thrown; the light of confcience extin-
guithed ; unrully paflions aflume the go-
vernment, and then, we fee, what mad-
nefs and folly, what extravagant rage,
what deeds of horror men are capable of!

Never, therefore let a man, who inclines
to
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to be drunken, prefume to fay, what mif-
chief he will not do; when he {o wiltul-
ly puts himfelf in a condition for com-
patling the moft wicked purpofes. Nay,
what 1s he not difpofed to de, when he
dethrones his re~fon, and {uffers his paf-
fions to rage without controul ?

This is one pernicious effect, among
many, which commonly attends the vice
of drunkennefs. It not only deflroysthe
benevolent affetions, but encourages an-
gry and turbulent paffions, and leads to
the greateft degencracy which human na-
ture is capable of. It otten leads its fub-
jeéts to an untimely death; and that, not
only in fuch inftances as that betore men-
tioned, but by expoling them to accideuts
and dangers in a ttate incapabls to guard
againft them; by poiloring their confli-
tution’ and inflaming their biood ; antici-
pating, as it were, the fire of hell, by
fchorching their very vitals with irequent
and copious draughts of this liquid fire.
O how fearful a condition #41s, tor area-
fonable creature to go and meet with his
righteous Judge!

Such are the works of this great de-

ftioyer !
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ftroyer ! It gocth about, as a roaring lion;
like Satan, whole muaifter it is, allually
devouring, flaying its thoufands and ten
thoufands, and increafing the victory of
death, beyond any other calamity which
now befals the unhappy children of men,

Drinkers, may be diftinguithed into
two kinds, according to the degree of
their advancement in the pra&ice.

Qf one [ort are they, who may not yet
have contraced a love of it, or an infatia-
ble appetite for it. It 1s not yet come to
have the force of a habit in them. It
does nnt greatly prevent their attending to
the buiinefs of their calling---yet they al-
low themfelves occafionally to get drunk ;
and if it is ina frolic, or what they call
good company, they think it littie harm.

But why tfhould they think it little
harm? KReafonable creatures, who are
always in danger ot doing or f{ufering ill,
thould be always on their guard. Men,
whofe glory and honer it is to govern
their paffions, fhould never refign the
reigns, nor, for a moment, cndanger
their extravagance. Many inftances have
been, of perfons, in occafional riots,

perpetrating
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perpetrating fuch deeds, as have left an
indelible ftain upon their names, remorfe
on their coniciences, and filled their fu-
ture lives with bitternefs. Befides, i1t 18
not onlv dangerous, but {candalous for a
man, who regards his honor and reputa-
tion, at any time, to put on the charac-
ter and a& the part of a fool, or a mad-
man.

It fixes a deferved reproach upon svery
charaéter, that is refpe&able, ufeful ot
good. That muft be a great difthonor to
a gentleman, which is {fo unbecoming a
man. A man of bufinefs evidently lofes

credit and confidence, by every fuch fit
of extravagance ; for it unfits him to at-

tend to any rational engagements. And
the purity of the Chrifian chara&er is
eflentially injured by it, both in fight of
God and man. Chnftians thould be free
from even fufpicion; much more from
the grofs imputation of riot and drunk-
ennefs. His profeffion, which obliges
him to ¢ live foberly, righteouily, and
godly ;”---to cultivate and follow thofe
things, ¢ that are true, and honeft, and
juft, and pure, and of good report, virtu-

ous
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ous and praife worthy,” is utterly incon-
fiftent with every degree of this vice. St.
Paul condemns it, as one of thofe works
of darknefs, reproachful even in the Hea-
then, (who yet, with greater modefty
than many profefling Chriflians, practifed
it only in the night) and warmly exhorts
Chriftians againft it, as utterly inconfift-
ent with their charadter. ¢ Let us there-
fore caft off the works of darknefs, and
put on the armour of light, let us walk
honeftly, as in the day, not in riot and
drunkennefs’—Rom. 13, 13, Again,
¢ they that are drunken, are drunken in

the night, but let us, who arc of the day,
be fober '-~—1 Thel. 5, 7. 8.

It is a practiee, with which it is dan-
gerous to have any fellowthip, and again(t
which every man fhould, at al! times, be
on his guard. Common obfervation fhews
it to have a fafcinating influence, intoxi-
cating to the moral as well as the natural
powers; otherwile, fo unnatural and un-
manly a pradtice could rever gain {o great
an afcendency over multitudes of man-
kind. Lkvery inftance of it is baneful. To

parley with it, is to be overcome; and
thefe
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thefe occafior~! {iuiics, which the vain
and foolith attempt to puliate arc only
favorable introductions to habirual excefs.

Another fort are the habitual dozers ;
they in whom it 1s grown to a fixed ha-
bit. This is gencraily the cale with the
elder druniards, tho’ to their peculiar
difgrace, fome youngcr perlons too often
hafien to this laft degrec o! vice, and rival
the expericnced veterans in the fervice :
a wretched preparation for the important
bufinefs of life '—This ftage of it however,
as may be naturally expedted, 1s ufually
found among thole, who are morc advanc-
ed in age. It is a vice, that grows, by
gradual advances, and almoft impercept-
ible fteps, to this higheft pitch. By fre-
quent and long indulgence, it gains a /-
ing, then, the aicendency, and, atlaft the
entire command. Itsinfluence becomes
{fo powerful, that every thing, that is dear
or worthy to man, is willingly given up
for its fake. It is vain to reafon with them
againft it, or hold up even heaven itfelr
in oppofition to it., All the motives,
which influenced other men, have no
weight with them., Tho’ it is a moft cer-

B tain
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tain anc dealy poifon, yet (frange para-
dox !) they cannot /ive without it. And
however wife and learned, adtive and ufe-
tul they inay have becn in their paft life,
this alters not the cale ; they fali equally
with the meaneft, a facrifice to this de-
troying cvil.

Alas! what lamentable examples may
we recollect within our knowledge, of
perfons, once of great reputation, {obri-
ety and ufefulnefs, who, from {mall be-
ginnings, unreftrained ar firft, have funk
into the moft perfe& fottifhnefs, and been
entirely loft to religion, to the world and
themfelves. Nay, is there a neighbour-
hood, far or near, wich does not afford
fome miferable examples of this kind ?—-

Perfons, whofe whole exercife and en-
joyment confifts in this bafe indulgence.
Retired to their dens, like other fleepers,
they are rarely feen abroad, except when
their want of liquor requires thetr attend-
ance ata tavera or a ftill-houfe. As foon
as they appear, their fhrivelled {kin, their
trembling nerves, and inflamed counten-
ance betrays the mean attachment. Their

converfation becomes infipid or profang.
Their
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Their company 15 painful.  They are
{poken of only by way of reproach, and
wiftly delpifed and avoided, as fit only to
affociate with the moft unworthy of mane-
kind.—Good men feel a mixture of pity
and indignation at fuch wnaccountable
condu&t——Pity, for the lamentable fall of
fo many ufeful members of {ociety; and
indignation at their determined ftolly in
fubmitting to fo mean and difgraceful a
vice.

This piture is not exaggerated. There
are too many fad cvidences of the truth
of it. It appears to be the native .con-
fequence of an attachment to. {pirituous
liquors. It is fo deformed, that, one
would think, to be hated, it needed only
to be feen, and that it fhould be an effec-
tual warning to others againft the ap-
proaches of that vice.

But its confequences in a moral view,
are ftill more dreadful and lamentable.---
How fadly does it degrade the reafonable
powers of man? How low does it debafe
thofe noble faculties, whereby he ftands
in a rank, next to the glorious Angels, in

the order of creation? The underftand-

ing
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ing s darkened, confcience ftupified, and
reafon, inftead of ruling, becomes the
minifter of the baleft appetites or furious
paffions. The moral faculty is injured
greatly in all its operations. There is no
vice more hardening. They, who are
fairly engaged in it, are feldom ever re-
formed, but continue as vellels of wrath
fitted for deflrution. Having refigned
their fouls to the government ot paffion,
they fortify themf=lves againft the fear of
God; and religior. is perverted or entire-
ly difowned, becaufe it condemns their be-
loved luft, andteached us to live foberly,

righteoully, and godly in the prefent
world.

Now, what mufl realon judge concern-
ing the final ftate of thofe unhappy fouls
who are thus infatuated ? What awtul
threatenings does the word of Cod dc-
nounce againft fuch determined finners /§

—

- -

¢ The word of God may furely be expeted to have
fomne weight with profefling Chriftians; I therefore re-
_ueft fuch as are in danger of the fatal attachment to
‘pirituous liguors attentively to read and confider the
following paifages of fcripture: Rom. 8. 13.---Gal. 6.
7. 8uoee-- Deut. 28. 19. 20.---Prov. 23. 31. 34.---Ifa. §.
I1. 22, Mat. 24, 49.---Luke 21. 34.---1 Cor. §. I1,~-=
6. 10.---Gal. 5. 23.-=--Eph. §. 18.---1 Pet, 4. 3.-=-Mat.

§. 29. 3C.
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Thefe are well known, often heard, but
fadly negle&ed, as if the divine authority
was not to be refpe@ed, or his dreadful
difpleafure to be feared by them. If they
would reafon and judge as other men, or
pay any attention to the admonitions of
the word of God, we might hope to pre-
vail on fome to forfake this evil; but
they appear to go on as if they were un-
der the effe@® of that fearful fentence,
‘¢ they are joined to their idols, let them
alone,” they feem beyond the reach of
healing means, and muft be given up to
the force of their deadly diforder, and
left to perifh in their chofen folly, unlefs
fome extraonrdinary effort of divine grace
awaken them, and fnatch them as brands
from the burning,

If fuch as thefe thould be awakened to
refolve aguinft this vice---let them ob-
ferve to forfake it immediately, at cnce,
and entirely. They can never forfake it
by degrees ; their rule muft be, ‘¢ touch
not, tafte not, handle not.” They muft
allo avoid the temptations to it, if" they
would fthew that their refolutions are fin-

cere, or would render them cffectual.---
Befides
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Befides, they muft not only give up the

vice, but engage in praéical duties, and
earneft fupplications for reforming grace;
otherwife their own refolutions ard refor-
mations will be only as the morning cloud
or early dew.

Let fuch as have yet the command of
themfelves, take warning from the mifer-
able examples they fee in the world
around them, and guard againft the ad-
vances of this evil. Habits are moft ea-
fily correted in the beginning. Watch
therefore againft the firft attacks of this
diforder. If you find the appetite begin

to crave, or any inclination to what is
more than a proper rcfrethment, believe

yourfelves in danger, and fupprefs the
defire in time before it obtains the afcen-
dency. Let your minds frequently re-
view the pernicious confequences of this
vice, How itis attended with certain
mifery both in this and the eternal world,
and fortify your fouls with every argu-
ment againft it.

We have all great reafon to be alarm-
ed at its prevalence at this time, and the
conftant advances it is making in the ru-

in
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in of mankind. It holds up a very patn-
ful view of the religious ftate of our
country. It is one great fin under which
our land mourneth and appears to bring
divine judgments upon us. Every one
who regards the happinefs of the flate
fhould fet himfelf againft it, and by his
example and influence endeavour to ftop
its growth.

It is exceedingly injurious to our civil
happinefs and liberty. If any number of
perfons capable of fuch mifchief, fhould
{fet themfelves to deftroy fo many lives,
and ruin {fo many eftates and families, as
this vice certainly does, it would furely

raife a general alarm. None could think
the ftate to be fafe and happy till fuch

robbers -and murtherers were effeGually
{ubdued. This fhews it to be an object
worthy of the notice of government, and
efpecially of fuch as ours. Our ftate has
indeed confidered it as fuch, and impofed
a imall fine upon inftances of drunken-
nefs. But perhaps they ought to have
done more, and inflited fome proper
ftigma of difgrace upon fuch as thus de-
bafe themfelves, fuch as rendering them

incapable
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incapable of bargaining, witnefling, and
deprive them of civil privileges. This
mav appear fevere; but furely it is not
wii-ut reafon, that fuch as degrade
themfelves (hould be degraded : that when
they render themfelves incapable of ad-
inz right, they thould be deprived of the
-power of aéting wrong; that when they
th=w themfelves void of faith and honor,
(for drunkards commonly lofe their vera-
city,) they fhould have no confidence put
in them ; and that when they refign the
powers of felt-government they thould
be excluded from the privileges of go-
verning others, Thefe penalties could
not ke confi lered teo high, efpecially as
it is fo eafy, fo fafe and honorable to
avoid them, viz. by living foberly, and go-
verning themfelves agreeable to the digni-
ty of reafonable and immortal creatures.

FINTIS





