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.‘---And thou Thaft greedlly gal*‘

ned of thy Neighbours by
EXTORTION. |

ERY friking and remarkablé js the
Charge and Exhortation of the great God
“to the Prophet Ifaiah, Cry aloud, [pare mt,
kit up thy wvoice like a Trumpet, and /bew

- my peaple their tranfgreffion,and the houfe of Jacob their fins.

From this and many other paffages of" facred writ, it ap-

_pears to be the indifpenfible dﬁty of God’s minifters to

bear a faithful teftimony againt all the fins, and ‘efpeci-

ally the crying abominations that ‘prevail amongft the

peaple to whom they are fent, The great Judge of alk
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the wt?a viho dctermmes the fate of zﬂ its inhabitants,
enjoyns this tmportant and itkfome duty upon the Pro-
" phet Ezekicl in the beginning of the chapter, of which
our text is 2 part : be commands him to reprove Jerufa-
Yein for all her attrocious crimes and tranfgreffions, and
to dehounce his judgrents agxinft them, ’fhefc art the
words of theincenfed Jehovah to the Prophet. Nowthou Sfore

of many wilt thou judge, wilt thou judge the bloody City s

Yea, than fbalt foew ber all ber aborsnations, -What werg

thefe abominatiori§? The fubfequent verfes declarc-—-u‘

They. wers murder, idolatry, difobedience tey Parents,
‘bppreffion of the ftranger, the widow; and the orphan—e
contempt of things facred, prophanation of the Sabbath,

Alandef to prortrote the thedding of blood, lewdnefs, aﬁcf

shat of the worft kind 3 inceft and adultery. Thefe werc
the. ‘enormous crimes, for which God vehementl}s re-
“proves thé Jews, by the mouth of his Prophet—crimes
it which an unfeard confcxence fhudders and recon]s-—

enmes, for which the Hammg wrath of heaven cometh i
down on thé children of difobedierice. Yet thefe crimes

hﬂ black as they were, a,nc! fufficient to plunge a nation

$nto ruin, were but 4 part of .‘}?rufalem s gux)t ; for fin is

prolxﬁc, and one vice breeds another '1herefore God
fu’bjom,s to the dark lift of the abovementloned fins, thofe
6f bribery, ufury, and corruptiori. In thcc“ﬁ!ys he have

they taker gifts to fhed blood—thou hatt taken ufury and
inemfe : And then he upb;abds them mth ESTORTION
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fa the words of my text, faying, #nd this baﬁ gmdd)

v gamed of tby rmgbbmr: by EXTORTION.

‘THis grievous, erymg fin, which God formerly char«
ged on his ancient people, by the mouth of Eackiel, he
now charges on the inhabitants of thefe American States;
faying unto them, Ys bave greedily gained of your meighborsy
your poor diftrefled neighbours,; by EXTcrTION. As this
81N prevails amongft us with fuch an high hand, I fhould
be utterly inexcufable before God, and unfaithful to my
country, and to the foulsof men, if I did not bear mj

 teftimony againft an evil fo deftru&ive and fo enormous.

I hall therefore, by divine affiftance, endeavor to fhow

I. Tas ‘mtut;e of this ﬁn‘

~ II. Irs great bafenefs, and malignity.j

IIL. Its fatal and pernicious téndencya

'L Twen1 am to ﬂiew you the nature of this firt,

THE word zx'roerow, is derived from the latin verls

Extorgues, which fignifies to fotce, twift, or wring any
thing from anethet ; and it is tha fin, whereby a perfont
who has any thing to ftll, taking the advantage of hid
neighbour’s neceffity, requires more for it than a reafonas
Neypﬁce. If you fhould afk me, what is a reafonablé

* price 2 Lanfwer, it is fuch a one as is limited by thofe
i¢ - ’ .
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important commandments of loving our neighbor as our

felves, and doing to cthers as we would they thould do

unto us—fuch as is -confiftent with the law of univerfal

benevolence, charity to the poor, compaﬂion to the dif-
trefled, and regard to the public intereft of our country—e
Such a. price as doth not exceed the former cuftomary

profits of honeft men, nor the bounds and regulations

fixed by our own delegated authority : in one word, fuch

a price as is confiftent with the various duties incumbent .

upon us as chriftians,* as members of fociety, and as

friends to LIBERTY. Every man’s confcience, if he im2 -

 partially confults it, and‘hafs due refpelt to thefe pointsy
will readily di€tate to him what is a‘reafonable price for

his goods ; now what exceeds this is EXTORTION, and the -

greater the excefs is, the greater is the ExToRrTION.

THis vice is fometimes in fcripture ftyled oppref-
fion, as it is one {ubje&t’s opprefling another. Thus the

Ifraclites when they bought and fold, were commanded.

not to opprefs one another, Lev. 25. 14. But oppreffion is ]
often diftinguithed  from EXTORTION, as the one is gene- -
rally a fin of the 'governors, and the other a fin of the .

people.  Thus the fin of oppreffion in its appropriated
fenfe, confifts in a magiftrate’s laying heavy and unnecel-
fary taxes, fines, and other nmpoﬁtlons upon the people,
unjuftly feizing their property, and xmpn(‘onmg their per-

fous-—Wnthgldmg J.qﬁxcc from them, rejcing their reas

. ) <
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fonable petitions, -abridging or taking away their lawfu}
privileges, or making unjuft war upon them. ExToRTION
feems rather limited to the a&ions of thofe under autho-
rity, and is exercifed in thofe private advantages which
men take in their common dealings with one another, and

efpécially in cafes of buying and felling. It would be -

‘eafy to prove and illuftrate thefe definitions of oppreflion

" and EXTORTION, & evince théir {pecific difference, from
- facred & prophane hiftory, but I prefume this would be a

needlefs attempt. The crime of EXTORTION is fo com-

- mon amongft us, that however ignorant people of other
' countries may be of it, the inhabitantb of America are fo
- 'well acquainted by experience, with all its myfteries of

iniquity, that what has beén already fald of its nature,
may be deemed amply fufficient.

- I now proceed to the fecond propofition of my dif-
courfe, namely. To fhow its great’bafenefs and

I flows originally from the grand fource of all fin, the
uniyerfal depravity and corruption of our nature contract-
ed by the fall. It proceeds from that unrighteous, wick-

ed; covetous, malicious, envious, deceitful, unnatural, .
_felfith, unmerciful difpofition, which was the confequence

of the original apoftacy, Rom. 1. 29. It proceeds from
that fordid avarice, that infamous love of money, whicli

et v—" .
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#he world which is emmty agam& God—¥from that coves -

Mufnc!é which is. |dolatry-—-from that' mean love of pri-
vate ,mtcrcﬂ which would facnﬁce the welfare of a whole

community for the fake of one’s own filthy lucre. "Thus .

we fee it is dire@ly oppoﬁte to thofe two great comman{-
ments, the love of God and the Jove 6f our neighbour,
on which hang the whole law and the prophets———It
Pproceeds from littlenefs of foul, contra@ednefs of mind,
bafenels and narrownefs of heart, low, unmanly, ungens=

rous, ignoble, and grovling principles. Itis an a&of

the moft flagrant injuftice and malevolence againft the
peace, comfort, and happinefs of fociety, and highly

inimical to our country. I oblerved that covetoufnefs,

from which extortion fprings, is idolatry. What is idola-
try ? It is beftowing that fupreme love on the creature,
- which is due to the Creator alone. And doth not the
" axtortioner love the world and'mamgnon more than Ged ?
Doth he not facrifice his time, talents and affe&tions to
thofe bafe idols, and for their fakes, live jn the coatinual
violation of his Maker’s laws ¢ R

It is a dire tran{greflion of a poflitive, divine com-
mandment. e /hall not opprefs one another, neither foall
¢ vex nor opprefs a firanger, is the exprefs mandate of
‘the fupreme Legiflator. - Compare Ewxod. 22, 27. with
Lev.25. 14. 817, With this correfponds alfo, the apo.
folic exhortation to all chriftians, 1. Thef. 4. 2. & 6,

Zebngw what commandments we gave you by the Lord Yefus,

lad
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vhat no man go beyond, and defraud (or as the word might

be rendered oPPREss) bis brother in any mattery for ihe
Lord is the avenger of all fuch, !

IT is direftly tontrary both to the law and the gofpels

It breaks the firft and fecond commandment of the firft

table, which refpe&s our duty to God, as it idolizes mam-
tnon, riches, and the world, and prefers them before the

infinitely greateft and beft of beings; it tranfgreffes the =

fecond, as it pays its adoration, its principal care, love
A& attentiom, to a little molten gold & filver,toa few bundles

‘ of figured paper, and to- the painted trifles of the prefent

fcene. It confiders and regards them as the {upreme

“good, and as it were, bows down to worfhip them, It

violates the eighth and tenth commandment of the fecond
table, which relpects our duty to our neighbour. Them
fhalt not covet any thing that is thy neighbour’s (fays tha
Jaw) but the extortioner, undet the influence of that fordid

luft, avarice, bafely cevets other mehs property : moreox

ver, he who doth not give his neighbour an equivalent
for his money, and ¢xalls from him a gteater price for his

‘merchandize than it is worth, not only ¢ovets, but vir<
tually, and in  the fight of God, fteals his neighbour’s pro~-
~perty.  'What is Pceahng ? It is the unlawful taking
 away what it another’s—and although there fhould be na
human law to regulate the price of things, and forbid ex’
orbitant profits ? yet, they arecontrary tothe natural lawsof

juftice-and equity, written Ol‘lB every man’s confci



~ sortion and opprefiion,
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they ate cantrary to Jehovah's exprefs prohibition, of exe -

K

Bur this fordid vice, is not only a manifeft tfanigref-
fion.of the law; but it is diametrically oppofite to the

genius, fpirit, defign, and tendency of the gofpel, the ex-

ample of its amiable and divine author, and his holy apo=
ftles—it is directly contrary to the love of mankind, and
all thofe generous virtues enjoined upon cluiﬁian,s\_._. Itis
a flagrant contravention of that excellent and univerfally
a.r-pro'v#d golden rule of equity, Fhatfeever ye weyld that

men fhould do unto you, do ye even fo unto them. It isa
notorious violation of thofe capital and important com- -
. mandmc_nté of our Savior,on which he laid fo great a ftrefs,
*and an obedience to which he mentions as a peculiar

and diftinguithing mark of our difciplefhip and relation

~to him, I mean the commandments of loving one anos

ther, and. loving our neighbour as ourfelves It is a di-
ret infringement of the gofpel m_;un&xon, todo good to all
%s we hay)e opportunity—to pity the affliGted, fympathize
with the fuffering, relieve the diftrefled, affift the widow
and fatherlefs; the firanger and the needy, to prométe
the, honor-of religion, the welfare of the church, and our
own meetnefs for the emoyment of God.

. il

IT is- contrary to the cxamp]e of Clmﬁ, Who being
Lod manifeft in the fleth, gave himielf for us, and al-

‘llgl;gh rich, begame poer for our fakea, tha; we through

e @ L aad — -~
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his poverty might be miade rich, It is contrary to thd
éxaniplé of the holy apoftles, who fpended and were fpent

for the welfare of mankind, and did not account their

lives, their eftates, their comforts dear, if 'fo be they -

might finifh tieir courfe with joy ; and the miniftry they
had received frormi the Lotd Jefus, to teftify for the tema
poral and eterngl benefit of others, the gofpel of the
grace of God. They fuffered ftnpes, banithment, cruek
mockings, confifciticn of goods, lmprlfonment—thcy
wandered about from. place to place, being deflitute, afs
flicted, tormented—they expofed themfelves to the great
eft perils, they underwent the greateﬁ difficulties and fa=
-tigues, they undertook the ‘moft tedious journeys, and
dangerous voyages—and they endured pain, watchings,
langer, thirft, fafting, cold, nakednefs~——"Fhey faced,
mifery and death in 4 thoufand frightful fhapes, for the.
beneﬁt of markind,, ‘

[

IT is a fhameful reverf® of the examiple of the priti< |

tive chriftians at Jerafalem, who fold their eftates, and

diftributed the money arifing from the fales, to fupply the -
wants of their diftreffed brethren. All that believed (fays -

the facred Hifforian) had ‘all things common, and fold
their poﬁ'eﬁi'ons and goods, and parted them to all men, as
‘every manhad need. Afs 2. 44, 45. It is a crime fhame-
fully difgraced by the virtue of the heathen, who defpif-

ed moneyand private intereft, when it came in competition-

With, the public good. I could relate many illuftrious

..
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. 'in&ances of their magnanimity, difintereftednefs, felf-des |

pial, and heroic exploits in their country’s caufe, to the
infinite cifgrace of chriftian extortioners ; but if I ﬂmu]d
-this difcourfe would fwell beyond its proper bounds
It is dire@ly contrary to the noble example of many of
~ qur brethren, who have abandoned and fat_:nﬁced fome
their all, fome a great part of their worldly goods, for the
fake of civil and religious liberty. How many are neg-
leQing their private affairs, and expofing themfelves, their
lives and fortunes, to the rage of an 1mplacable foe, in
- the councils of this continent—and how many thoufands
more have left their houfes, occupatlons, mterei’c wwes,
children, parents and deareft connexions, and have volyn-v
tarily expofed themfelves to the inexpreﬂiblé hardfhips of
Summer’s and Winter’s carﬁpaigné, and all the horrors of
lmpnfonment, famine, dcfo]anon, ounds, ﬂa'aghter, and
‘death, for the fafety and deliverance of their. bleedin
country, Now what a fhameful contrat to all thefe
glorious examples, is the extortioner, who endeavors to
fatten by the fall, thrive by the ruin, and enrich himfelf,
Ly the imﬁovezi{hment of his breth_x;éﬁ/——\ﬁho facrifices,
t;ligién, liberty, his country—the blaod of the faithful
foldier the councils of  the- worthy patriot, the happl.
refs of miilions now alive, and the happipefs of mllhons
yet unborn, to his fordid paffion for private gain. What
a peft of foc;ety | Whasa fordid wretch | What an infa-
mous, whata det’pxcable chara&er is {uch a man! Altho

X
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" with the moft contemptible trifles of time, His immors
tal foul, capable of angelic and geleftial delights, and of
afpiring to a likenefs and enjoyment of the DEITY, flut, .
ters in the dirt, wallows in the mire, contraéls itfelf up

“jnto the bafeft and ‘meaneft felfithnefs as the fnail draws
itfelt up into its thell, and is only active to qbtéin enjoy-~
ments common with the brutes—he envies the happinefs
of his neighbors, he labors-hard for their deftrution—he
in fa&t regards nat the tears of the widow and fatherlefs,
the groans of the poor and diftreffed, and the miferies of
-ths friends of mankind, If good offices and charity ta
fuch objects are the fruits of benévolence ; then furely
grinding the faces of the 'p:)or, extorting from unhappy
{ufferers their fmal} pittance, by exogbitant priéés for the
neceflarics of life, muft be the effe&s of a hard, cruel,
malevolent, unfeeling heart, deftitute of humanity and -
compaflion, Extortion is a crime fo fofdid and odious,

* that even the Pharifee thanked God, and congratulated

himfelf, that he was not guilty of it ; and the apoftle Pas}

ranks it with the moft atirocious fins, fuch as, drunEen-_

nefs, theft, and ‘{odomy. Nay, hs warns chriftians not .

cven to eat with, ar tohald thgleaft communication with.

them ; butto avoid them asa p!aguc,asé nuifance,asan abo-
prination, as odioys criminals, whofe perfons are con+
temptible, and whafe company is a difgrace. See 1. Cor,

5 11. But now (fays he) F have written to you, not 0 keefy

company, if any man that is called a brother be a_fornicatar,

o cougtous, o an idolater, or @ revilery or @ drunkard, or 9%
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EXTORTIONER 3 with fuch an one, no ot to eat.  Thug

you fée the. inexpreffible bafencfs and mahgmty of the
ylcc in qucfhon. s

. ¥ now proebed to the laft point propofed, namely, to
fhew: the fatal and pernicious tendency of extortion,

.1/8. 1t tends to debafe the foul, and render it averfe to

yeligion, devotion, and communion with God. The

holy apoftle declares, that the friendfhip of this world i
enmity againft God. If any man (fays he) will be the

~ friend of the world, the fame is the enemy of God. If

any man love the world, the love of the father is not in
hnm. " Thus extortion, which is both an effe and an en-

couragement of this ignoble paffion, leads us. away fromr

the only fountain of blifs, to thofe fordid puifuits,
occupations, and enjoyments in which it cannot be found,

Xt frequently impels the avaricious mind to the commiffion

of the moft attrocious crimes of which human nature can

pofibly be guilty, The love of money (according to -

the uncrring voice of infpiration) is the root of all evnl
which fome having coveted after, have erred from - the
faith, and pierced themfelves through with many forrows«

‘Balaam was iridyced to adviic -the ruin of Ifrael, Judas
ta betray his innocent Lord and Mafter, and many others.
~ to betray their friends and fell their country. for money.
Some have wifhed their relations dead, and others have
aCtually embrued their hands in their blood, for the love

.
e metas Aee moaalTN o



L1
* of filthy lucre. ‘Numbers have been inveigled by this
“infamous paffion, to commit theft; forgery, perjury, and
l other criminal aéhons, which have brought thcm to the
-gallows. ’

Tt throws infurmountable obftacles in the way to hea-
ven 3 renders us averfe to, and unfit for.its enjoyments, -
and damps every generous purpofe. for the welfare of
others. Our blefled Lord declares, that it is (zyier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle, than far a rich man to
entdr into the kingdom of heaven: We accordingly read
that the young man in the gofpel, went away forrowful

- from Chrift, becaufe he had great pofféffions. 'What keeps
fo many rich, fo many mighty, fo many noble, from em-
braciog the gofpel # Is it not their attachment ta the
unrighteous mammon ? What is the reafon of all that

. meannefs difcovered By many pretended friends of liberty,

in equivocating, lying, fwearing falfly, refufing to affit

" ‘their country in the cabinet or the field ? What is thn
reafort of their lukewarmnefs, inaclivity, changing of «
fides, and finally abandoning the glorious cauf¢ of Ame-
rican iiberty ? Isit not the bafeft felf-intereft, and the for=

“did love of money ? He who is refolved to be rich, at all
adventures, and on no-account to facrifice private intereﬁ'
or part with his purfe, muft needs be guilty of many

. bafe and mean actions, and will infallibly fall mto a

fnaré, and many hurtful lufts whict drown men i
to perdition. It has "been partly obferved hefore, that

- o _ o



extirtion proceeds from injuftice; crueltyy hardnels of
heart—it alfo keeps alive, encouragés; and nourithes thofe
odious difpofitions—it infenfibly divefts the foul of pity,
humanity, integrity, benevolence, and every generous
fecling and‘fentiment-o—lt degrades human nature, and
brutalizes every divine faculty ; eftratiges the mind frcm
God and religion, unfits it for holy prayefs and meditas
- tions, deftroys faith, qucnches the love of God:and man,
damps the nobleft purpofes for the public good, and leads

to the moft thaméful and inglorious conduét.,” What is-

the caufe of this urnatural; bloody civil war, and all the
dlfaﬂers of our fuffering countty ? Is it not the accurfed
: ,love of mortey, 4nd a defire of efirich'ng the needlefs

and peftilent menibets of fociety with the fpoils of -

others? This has produced all the unjuft decrees and
meafures againft-America, and- ftain’d its once delightful
. fields with brothers blood. This has caft a dark c}oud

over our profperity, and filled the land with mourning,

Jamentation; and woe.

- aly. ExtorTION and Oppréfﬁafx tend o draw down -

the ‘anger and curfe of Ged, temporal judgments and

- calamities on the heads of thofe by whom they are coma’

mitted. See the following awful threatnings againft

them./!;nos,q.' 12. Hear this word ye kine of Bajfban, that . .
are in the motnt of Samaria, 'wbz'c\b opprefs the poor,.wbicb ‘

erufh the needy, which fay to heir maflers, bring and let us

drink. The Lord bath Jwarn by bis .boliné/}, that lo, tha

L A o et s
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days :fodll come upon you,.that be wxll take you away with
books, and your poflerity with- fifb-hooks. Here.the Lord -
‘addreffes them by the name of beafts, fhewing thereby
his infinite contempt of fuch chara&ers——He declares
that he will come pear to judgmeit, and will be a fwift
witniefs againft oppreffors, againft thofe who opprefs th®
hireling in*his wages, the widow and -the fatherlefs, and

that turn afide the ﬁfaﬂger from'his right ; compare Zzpd,
- 3.1, with- Mal. 3. 5. . TheProphet Zechariah faw a fly~

ing toll which was the curfe of God, that went forth R

_over:theface of ‘the whole Earth ; and it was to enter in- '

o the houfe of the.thief {(which every Extortioner is) to

‘confouhd-and deftroy him, - The Lord Jefus Chrift is

‘reprefented in the 72d. ‘PYalm, as that righteous king, who
ithould judge, that is, plead and efpoufe the caufe of the
‘poor, fave the children of the needy, and ‘break in pieces
‘the oppreffor.  This is the awful mandate of Jehovah to

“the Prophet.- Amos 3. 9, 10 & 11 verfes, publifh in the
*Palaces at Afhdod, and in the Palaces in the land of

Egypt, and: fay affemble yourfelves upon the mountains

- of :Samaria :* and ‘behold the great. tumults in the
“midft thereof ; and the opprefled in the midft there-

of. For they know riot to do right, faith the Lord—

" “who ftore up violence and robbery in their Palaces.
- Therefore thus faith the Lord God ; an adverfary there

fhall be, even round about the land ; and he fhall bring

- down thy ftrength from thee, and thy Palaces fhall be

fpoiled.”  Holy Job defcribBes in a very particular man-
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ner, the charalter, wickednefs, and pumﬂxmem of the
eppreflor. b, 27. 8, and following verfes. For what
(fays he) is the hope of the kypocrite (for by the way, all
- - extortipners who pretend to be God’s children are grofs

' hypocrites)- what is his hope, though he bath gained when
God taketh away his foul ? will God hear his cry when trou-
ble cometh upon bim 2 Will be delight himfelf in the Aimigh-

8y ? will be call upen God always ? I will teach you by the .

band of God, that which is with the Almighty will I not
eonceal,  Behold all ye yourfelves have feen it : why then are
yo thus altogether vain? This is the portion of a wicked man

with Gody and the heritage of oppreffors, which they fhall re-

ceive from the Almighty. If his children be muktiplied, it fhall
de for the fword: and bis offipring fhall net be fatisfied
with bread.  Thofe that’ nmam of him fhall be buried in

death ; and his widow fball’ not weep.  Though he heap up

Sfilver_as the duft, and prepare raiment as the clay 5 he may
prepare it, but the jufl fball put it on, and the innocent [hall

divide the filver. He buildeth bis boufe as a moth, and

as a baoth that the keeper maketh, The rich man fhall ke
-down, but be fball not be gathered ; e openeth his eyes, and
ds not.  Terrors take hold on him as waters, a tempefl fleal-
eth bim away in the night. . The eaft wind carrieth him away,

and be departeth 5 and as a florm burleth him out of his place. -

For God fball caft upon bimy and not fpare : be would fain

flee ouz of hishand.  Men fball clap thesr hands at him, and

Jhall bifs bim out of his place. The facred Scriptures pro-

saounce a woe ta him that caveteth an evil covetoufnefs to

A e S A i P

»

-~ .

L

P2 GO N,



[ 191l
his houfe, and declare that be who oppreffesh the poor te
dncreaft his wealth, fball furely come to want. From thefe
paffages of facred ‘writ, we fee the vengeance of God
againft extortion, and that ill-gotten wealth is 2 eurfe to
its owners and their pofterity. ‘There are many examples
of this in facred and profane Hiftory—I will mention
a few out of Scripture. Achan, and not only his fons-
and his daughters, but: his oxen, his affés, his fheep, his-
tent, and all that he had, were deftroyed-and Bumt, be-
caufe he had acquired- gold, filver, and-a Babylonith gar~

ment by finful and unlawful means. %o/b. 7, ‘The trea<

fures which. Solomon. raifed by oppreffion‘and heavy tax~
es, ‘were foon. taken: away from his fon- Rehoboam, by

" Shifhak King of Egypt.. 2. Chrom 12. g; Ahab andr

Jezabel: unjuftly deprived Naboth-of his. yineyard, for-
which God’s curfe-came on them:and-their children—.
dogs licked: the blood-of the cruel monarch, in the very-
vineyafd that he had: unnghteouﬂy feized—~his impious
queen who hadsadvafed him to it, was thrown headlong.
out of a window upon.the pavement, and was eaten up
by dogs, and their-pofterify were cut off by an untimely-
death. And, verylately (if the public prints are true) a-
man who had fold a load of - wood at an exarbitant price
in Salem, returning home and ‘meeting another load inten-.

ded for that place, tryed to purchafe it, in order to maka.

an ynreafonable profig upon.it, and fell down dead...

«
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- 3dip Exr,on'n.'o&‘:( if not repented of -and _fo.rfaken,‘
will-iffue in our eternal ruin. It is ranked by the infpired

writers with the worft of crimes, threatened with exclu-.
fion from heaven, and everlafting damnation. Knew ye
not (fays the apo&le) that the unrighteous fhall not inberit

the hngdon:y' God.  Be not deceived, neither fornicatqrs,

nor idelatersy nor adulterers, nor the lafcivious, nor abufers of
themfelves with mankind, nar.tbxwes, nor covetous, nor drun-
kards, nor revilers, nor EXTORTIONERS, fball inberit the
kingdom of God: x. Cor. 6. g. ‘ The Lord declares by,
the mouth of Ezekiel, that, If a man beget a fon that is a.

robber, that bath defiled bis nrighbor's wife, hath opprefid

the poor and the needy, hath _[})oiled by violence, hath not reffo-,
red the pledge, and bath lift up bis eyes to the idols, hath
committed abominationy hath given forth upon ufury, and hath
taken increaft, be fball not lives be bath done all thefe abomi-
‘Mations, be fhall furely die; bis: blood fhall be.apon bis own
head. Ezek. 18. 10, &c. Heaven is inhabited by thofe

who lov’d God above the world, preferred the taﬁxmon) ,

of a good confcience, before thoufands of gold .and’ filver

—who fought firft the kingdom of God and his righte~

oufnefs—who preferred {p'ritual and eternal joys, before
the richeft pofleffions .of this world—who lov’d .their

.neighbor as themfelves, exercifed kindnefs to all'as they -

had opportunity, and did to others as they would that
others thould do unto them—~wholgv’d. their country and
the church, more than their own lives’ and cﬁates—whdfe"
bowels were moved with compaflion for the poor, who
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pitied the fuffering, fympathized with the aflited, en-
deavored to promote the welfare of mankind, relieved the.
WIdow, affifted the fatherlefs, fed the hungry, gave drink

to the thirfty, took the ftranger i into thelr houfes, cloa-
thed the naked, vifited and affifted the fick and the pn[’on- o

ers. Thefe are the happy {ouls who dwell with God in
Zion. But an extortioner and an oppreﬂ'or isa chara&cr
the very- reverfe of all thefe. He cannot therefore without
repentance and reformation, inherit the kmgdom of God
1€ fuch an; one was admitted. into heaven, he would ﬁnd

no fuitable company, occupation or entertainment there ; i

be would find no one there with whom he could converfe
concerning fchemes to amafs wealth—he would ﬁnd none

_ from whom he could greedily gain'by extortion ; there is

no. trade- nor, merchandlze, no buymg nor fellmg in that
blefled world 5 there he. could not engrofs, fore{’call and
purfue that lucrative. bufinefs which was his chief dellght

" and concern upon earth : Heaven would be a difagreea-

ble place to him, and therefore he would be excluded
from it as utterly unworthy. of, ‘and unfit for its fpiritualy

holy, and glorious enjoyments—there would be-gréat,dany
ger, thould:he- be permitted.to refide in ‘the celeftial cityy
that be would rab it of -its pure gold and precious ﬁones.

- 'THUS extortion debafes the foul, renders it averfe to
God-and religion, pulis down the vengeance of the Al-
mighty upon it in this life, and expofes it to etemai dam;
natien in the. hfe to comey Thcfe are. the melancholly

\
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and deftrudtive effedts of avarice and extortion at all times,
but in the prefent circumftances of our cbuntry, its pre-

1

valence is uncommonly pernicious. [ will now‘thcrefore,' 7
endeavor to fhow you the peculiar evil tendcncy of this

vice at the prefent tie, when the centinent xsﬁlled wnh
a defolatmg civil war, -

© 1. It tends to difunite tﬁe States of America, ams dif=
folve that band of union on which their fafety and exift«

ence as a free people depend. One of our generals with -

a fight of whofe letter I was indulged, declares in it, that
externally, or wth regard to the Britith army and their
allies, our affairs never wore a better afpe& than ey
do now ; but internally, or confidering eur indolence,
purfuit of felf-intereft, divifions, and efpecially our ex-
ceffive and univerfal extortion, they never looked worfe s
He alfo thought the providence of ‘God was remarkably
againft us at the battle of Germantown, when our troops
argrifingly retreated in the midft of vidtory : It was alfo
his opinion, that although our. caufe.would finally prevail,

this defirable and long wifhed for event, would not take
‘place, "till after New-England had been more feverely pu-

nithed for her fins and ingratitude. I am alfo told, thas
the illuftrious General of the enemy, a gentleman of
great genius and difcernment, now a fpe&ator of our ex-

ceffes, has declared, “we fhall foon deftroy ourfelves-

without the interpoﬁtnon of foreign troops”~let us take.
the hint before it is toolate, FAs EST AB HOSTE BOSERL,:
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« How diftrefling is the fituation of the Continentrendered
byour iniquity I Many refpe@able families who preferred re-
ligion,liberty,and the welfare of their country, to their pri-
vate intereft, forfook their eftates, their houfes, lands, and
"means of fubfiftence, with a fmall pittance, to feck an
afylum, a place of refuge among their brethren in the
uninvaded States ; and thofe brethren: from whom they
have a right to expe& all the compaffion, charity, and
kind effices of chriftian benevolence ; inftead of helping,
pitying, and fupporting them under their misfortunes,
are picking their pockets, obliging them to fell the re-
mains of their broken fortunes to keep themfelves from
farving, and taking from them their fcanty pittance, by
exorbitant prices for the neceffaries of life. Thofe refu-
gees, who are thus fqueefed and opprefled by their bre~

" thren, will naturally be filled with indignation againft

them, and muft think that thofe perfons have no right to
complain of the oppreffion of Great-Britain, nay cannot
ferioufly oppofe it, who opprefs one another. This in<
humanity and oppreffion, has driven many friends of lib-
erty tothrow themfelves upon the mercy of the enemy,

who, not long before, had bravely fought againft them,
Many left their poffeffidns in New-York and Long-Ifland,
but meeting with little kindnefs and hofpitality, and being
likely to want both food and cloathing in New-England,
they, in the midft of their diftrefs, and in the bitternefs
of their foul, returned to their habitations, thinking thae
the oppreflion of the eremy was lefs diftrefling, than that
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‘of théir unnatral brethren, <The New-hgland States
Have'the only ports that are free for the trade and navigad
tion of the- friends of libertj—New-York, New-Jerfey;
and. Pcnnfylvama, are by the enemy excluded from them.
1f fhcy would fetch from hence thé foreign merchandize
they fo greatly need, they carinot come, but at an enor-
‘mous” expence, and when- thcy are here, they can pur-

chafe but litde, the. pnce of things bemg exorbitant and

'unparalleled No one can- tell,” except thafe Who have
been eye witneffés of it, how great are the fufferings of
-our “brethren’ in the-middle colonies,” and how grievous
‘and diftrefling our extarmn is to them : ‘It naturally tends
“to enkindle hatred, and the moft xmplacable ammoﬁty—-
Ie tends to divide our councxls, weaken our cﬁ'orts in the
ﬁeld and fet us together by the eg’s——Thxs extortion ‘s
the more odious and unnatural, as the fouthem States had
" fo much compaﬂion with Vew-Eng]and in her diftrefs,
“and fent fo many " valuable prefents for the rehef of her
“poor ; and now the feat of war being removed to
{uch a d'ﬁance from us, numbers of this country feem to
“be fo far from fympathlzmg wnth their fuffering brethren,

" that they endeavor to profit by thexr misfortunes, Inftead

~of keeping our men at home, that we may compleat our

* quotas of the continental army—ftrengthen the hands of

" our brave, prudent, and worthy General, and enable him

~ to make one: great effort for the relief and deliverance of
our diftrefled breth ren, we are employing our foldiers on-

the watry element for our perfonal advantage; although
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the chance is four to one that they will fall into the enes

inies hands and fuffer death, or a cruel 7trea,tr'nent worfe- .

than death. We are fitiving who fhall beft improve his
private intereft, and make the moft money, although it be
to the endangering, and perhaps the deftruction of oys
countty and our invaluable libertics,

Taxn: nevet was, I think, 2 better bpportumty than
how prefents itfelf, to put an end to the prefent ruinous
war ; and perhapa this let flip and negleGed, another may -
never come. But Infead of feizing the opportunity,
many feem to confider this war as a commercial one,
where their primary defign is to manage it {0 a5 to pro-
mote their own filthy lucres O fordid love of gain! to
what 2 mean and pernicious condu& doft thou.not impel
ignoble and grovling minds. O deteftable avarice ! to
procure gold at the expence of our neighbour’s blood and
happinefs, “Is there not fome chofen curfe, fome hid-
den thunder-in the ftores of heaven, red with uncommon
wrath, to blaft the man who owes his greatnefs to his
country 8 ruuu '

2. TH1s oppreflion and extortion, have greatly depres
tiated, and tend to depreciate the continental 'clirrcnéy.
and thus ruin the gratid American caufe. What mortal
enemies to their country were the firft extortioners # and
how criminally deficient were thofe who had it in their -
power to rcﬂram them, and cnforce thc lags for reggla-‘

D
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tion,-and did not ? Firft the mcrchantsl‘began the exam:

_ple, and then 'the farmers took it up, “to be even with
them, ’till at laft it has got footmg amongft labourers, -
‘manufalturers, and tradefmen. Many things are now.

fold for five £ fix times the price they ufed to be; and

the confequence is, that the continent is ‘Burthened with

an expence for cloatljing, provifions, cartage, foldiers wa-

_ ges, and other neceflaries, perhaps five times as much as

at the beginning of the war ; fo that the continental debt

~ accumulates at an enormous rate. We are obliged to
" pay as much for one campaign now, as ought to have

ferved for four or five, As money is the finews of war,
in proportion as that is depreciated, the means and power
of defence are weakened and our couintry is expofed ta

~ ruin, flaughter, and devaftation. The fuccels of our

caufe depends upon the credit of the Congrefs, and the

bills they have emitted : but if the credit of thofc bills

is loft, how can the caufe be fupported.

3. THis oppreflion and extortion has a tendency to ruin
diminith and difcourage the army, upon whom, under
God, the fafety and defence of our country depends. Iy
it not extremely unreafonable, ciuel, and unjuft, that a

':'number of brave meri who love their country more than

their own lives, lfamiliés, and private interefts, fhould,

by infernal extortion, have their wages reduced to nothing,
and be deprived of the rieceffaries of life. Thefe unhap-.

Py men expofe themflves to Summer’s heat snd Winter's
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eold—to fro& rain, and fnow; to dews, damps, and
 piercing winds—they are expofed to continual watchings,
dangers, and alarms—to fluxes; fevers, "dropfies, agues,
pleurifies, confumpuons, and other dxﬁempers—-thelr con«
ftitutions are broken by continual hardfhips—they leave
their puccful habltatlons, their dear parents, their wives
and children, and march through the moft tedious roads,
fleep in miferable tents or huts, and are often expofed to
‘the chilling, piercing, freezing, wintry air without any

covering—they are cloathed with rags, and often infefted

with filthy vermin, Farmers fhut their doors upon them,
will afford them no entertainment, and will give them
_nothing, or but a trifle for their mohey——Without
 fhoes they march on the fnow and ice barefooted, and
mark their way with blood. Sometimes they are taken
prifoners by the enemy, are cruelly kicked, beaten, and
infulted———fometimes are ftabbed with bayonets, or
" hack’d in: pieces with broad-fiwords and cutlaffes—
Sometimes they are put in naufeous fuffocating dunéeoné,
prifons, guardfhips, full of ftench and.difeafe, where they
‘contra& mortal diftempers, linger away a miferable ¢xift-
ence, and are ftarved to death ; fometimes they are broken
‘under arms ; have 2 hand or a leg lopped off, are fright-
fully maimed, or receive a mortal, excruciating wound,
which makes them rend the heaven with. their cries. Na.
tongue can paint ; no inﬁagination\ can. conceive, what
agonies, what tortures, what anguifh they fuffer---~theis
familics are ftarving at bome, whilft they are dying by.

PR
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inches in camps ‘and fields of battle. All this they da

and (uffer for their country and yet, O barbarous and

" unfeeling’ lngraglt_ude I their country is infenfible of their

fervices and fu&'eriﬁgswaﬁd all .their recompence 'is
a little ragged paper maney, which their brethren are

ftriving to render-of ;1() value, The hard hearted extor.

fiongr has no compaffion ar- fympathy with thefe poor

devoted - bleedmg vi&tims, | but is ﬁrwmg to grow rich by -
. their blood, wounds, miferies, and ﬁaughter—~by the ruin-’

@f thefe brave men and their famx‘lcs-——How hard, how
cruel is this! Who would wonder x,f_ they fhould exea

 grate the authors of their unparalleled fufferings, quitthe
.. grmy, and never more fight for their ungrateful country,

Who can wonder if any more troops Thould refufe to
enlift, when they confider what difcouragémients, extortion
has thrown in their way. What generous foldier’s breaft

would no be fid with indignation, to think that whilft
he is ruining health, life, and family, and undergaing al}.

the hardfhips of a military life for his country—the ex-

 gortioner fhould be enly intent upon his gain and his eafe,

and do nothing far his comfort, ar the welfare of his

family, but every thing to ruin them, R

4. OPPRESSION and extortion naturally tend moft ta -
- the ruin of thofe who feem Jeaft to deferve it ; and whofe

fufferings are a _great fin and reproach to their country s

] mean the widows and fatherlefs, minifters of the gofpe! '
: -;—Schoolmaﬁcrs, t.hc poor, the aged, the mﬁm—-tho{&

e .
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who are retired from mrfiﬂy bufinefs on account of a ree

ligious, contemplative life, or far the public gopd. It has
- been obferved that the minifters of the gofpel have been

true and faft friends to the freedom of America; . have
exerted their influence and abilities, to roufe their eoun= -
frymen tq a fenfe of their danger--have watched: over
their liberties, apd endeavored to animate them bravely
to oppafe tyranny and oppreffion,  Now by the preva,
lency of Extortion, their falanes, as well as thofe of the
m&m&ors of youth are reduccd to but a fourth or fifth
part_of thexr value, The wndows a.nd fatherlefs, of

~ whofe interefts every community, and every chriftian

fhould be peculiarly tender, are excecdmglv injured by

 the depreciation of the Continental currency—their ine

comes heing lcﬂ‘ened as much as the abovcmenuoped fale
laries—Many men of- worth and. probity whe liviag on
their means, devotc their time and talents to the fervice
of their country, are fpendmg their fortunes, whilft the
moft worthlefs memhers of foctct), and pexfons of the

eaft merit, confcience, honor, mtegnty, and love to theu‘ .

country are increafing theirs, - But I hope that times fo

~ -pernicious to _the beft, and fo profitable to the worft of
‘men, will not long continue, Extartion in a fpecial
-manner (fays one) ¢ is very unmerciful.and diftrefling to

t-he"poor, their circumftances call for our pity and com-

~ paffion, ' But what doth the extortioner ! Inflead of af-

fording relief, he adds to their miferies and. wants, Yiea

 gurther, is not Extartion in a great meafurs the caule.of
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their.mifery ! Doth it not bring the diftrefling calamity
of pinching want upon thoufands, who otherwife lﬁight
: have been ftrangers to fuch deep affliction forever ! What
a (hockmg refletion doth this afford ! What complacem
ey can the Extortioner take in his ufijuft gain, while ma-
ny from whom he has extorted it and who are intitled ta
his mercy and compaffion, may be now groaning and dy-
ing for want  at leatt it is not owmg to his benevolence
if they are.not,”

5. Oppreflion and Extortion naturally tend to the ru-
in of thofe very perfons that pra&ice them, I have thewn
their obvious tendency to ruin the an;my and the country,
and in their ruin Extortioners will be invélved as much,
if not more than others. I have alfo fhewn that ill-got~
ten wealth is a curfe to its pofleflors and their pefterity,
If the enemy fhould prevail, what will all their bundles

of Continental Bills a¥ail ? they will be probably of lit- v

tle~more worth than fo much wafte paper. By his for-
did and exorbitant profits, the Extortioner is making a
fword to pierce‘hisvown. bowels, and he -is pulling down
the pillars that fupport the goodly fabric of liberty and
 property, which will fall upon his head and crufh him
with its ruins, . Extortioners may think they are
fafe, becaufe the feat of war is at a diftance ; but if the
‘Southern States are fubdued, it is to be feared thefe

Northern Colonies will fhare the fame fate, and if they

e cenquered, their {ufferings probably will be. géca&;r
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than othérs, as they. have moft vigoroﬁﬂy oppofed the

common oppreﬂ’ors—therefore it is much better for them
to fight the enemy where they are, than to_have to.cofi-
tend with them at home—the moft prudent ftep is to make
one great effort now, before the enemy make any farther.
conquefls ; for I imagine the more places they have in

their poffeffion, humanly ' fpeaking, there is ~thé greater '
probability of our deftruction and their fuccefs. If, in-
ftezd of trying to gain by Extortion, General Wathing-
ton had been properly fupported, it is probable the enemy
would not have been now in Philadelphia. How painful
is the confideration, that a brave people, fo zealous for
Liberty, fo prodigal of their blood in it’s caufe, -fhould

now endanger it by that mean, fcandalous, mercenary,
fordid vice ; the vile nature, bafenefs, and tendency of
which I have been endeavouring to fet before you. How
dxﬁreﬁing the idea, that a people, who were the foremoft
for the public good, thould now be ready to facrifice it
for the bafeft felf-intereft, and to a fordid defire of filthy
lucre! What will Elirope think of it ? What will the
reft of the States fuy of it? Will they not be ready to
fuppofe that all the boafts of patriotifm and public virtue
in this country were falfe, and that the moft deteftable
views of private advantage lay cancealed under all thofe
fair and fpecious appearances ? ‘What will pofterity think ~
of you ? Your renowned anceftors left Great-Britain and

-all their intereft in it, brav’d the fury of the Atlantic,
~ €Ame to this once. barren and-howling wildernefs and ex»
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| “poled themfelves to Savage eruelty for the fake of Libet-
ty, and yet theit pofterity factifice that invaluab'e Jewel,

for a little pelf, for'a little white or yellow dxrt, for a few'

bundles of paper moncy.

AsE not fuch degenerate fiert like the nxércéna:y prae
" phet Balaam, curfing their country for the wages of une

-righteoufefs ! For by what bettér pame can I call the

profits of extortioners than the wages of- unnghteoufncfs ?

‘Are they not obtained in dire& oppofition to the advica v

- of Congrefs, whom we all pretend (aﬂd befure ought
“above all men) to reverence and refped ; to the laws of
our own reprefcncauves, whorh (if we defire the public
good) we never wete under flronger obhgatnons to obey
‘Thus we teach the enemy to defpife thofe honorable and
ttfpe&able aﬁ'embhes, to- who:n we owe uncommon love,
‘efteem, and gratitude—swho for our fakes have ftood in
‘the gap and expofed themfelves to the hotteft rage of a
cruel, bloody, and vindi&ive mnm&ry-—who have expofed
then- perfons, lives, famlhes, and eftates, to the utmoft ma«
“Iice of tyranny and oppreffion. . If the States of New

* England had complied with the Regulations of their Rea

~ prefentatives, this ¢xtortion and oppreflion had never beefl,
What an mﬁamous blot, never to be effaced will it leave

~upon their chara@ers—if after having already perfotmed
the moft difficult part in defence of the libe'fty -and hap«
pinefs of this vaft continent, they thould now fuffer it to
be tubdued, through a fordid attachment to pnvate gam

+
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and fe}f-mtereﬁ? Would ot pofterity, and generntmns
yet unbom, nfe up and curfe the authors of thelr fervi=
tude and mlfery. Alafs ! Alafs' that the liberties of
Amenca ﬁmuld be tnﬂed wnth and loft, for the proﬁts of
extortion, ' hope no one wnll be offended at what I fay
&~my ‘heart is averfe to d:fpleafe hnd publn(h difagreeablg

things to my brethrcn., and efpecla!ly to thofe whofe kinda

nefs I have largefy expenenccd. ‘But T would prefer fides

ity to Chnﬁ, and the' good of thy tountry, before my

own pﬂvate ndvarmge. And I think I have a right te
fpeak freely, as I have left by fat the prmcipal partof my
fortune, and a flate of aﬂlu.ace, for the love of religion,
hberty, and my country, and thereby reduced myfelf and
a numerous family to want and indxgencc. But if refus
gees leave all for irberty and their countty, is it not
fhameful that thofe who poﬁ'efs all unhurt, fhould not be
content with a moderate proﬁt, efpeclally after a' plen~

tiful harve&, and confiderable fuccefs at fea} fo that they

bave in 2 manner, the moft of the rade and merchandife
of half America in their hands ?-—---Is not avarice in
fuch urcumﬂances, unfpezkably bafe and deteftable ?
What would an ancient Roman fay to thofe extortionerss
who prctend to be patnots ? would he not blufh at their

.grofs cﬁ'rontery? would he not think that the chriftian

religionhad debafed, inftead of ennobling the humanmind ?
However thns vice is not tountenanced, but gmdy cone

demned . by the Chnfhan reli fnon.

PP .
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1t was a maxim'with the Romans Condenare inimicitidt
reipublice—~to facrifice their private refentment and privaté
intereft to the welfare of the .common wealth. Hiftory
affords illuftrious inftances of their zgal and magnanimi-
ty, their noble difintereftednefs and great felf-denial in
their country’s caufe-—~Shall Pagan zeal and vpatri(‘)tfm ex-
cel Chriftian ? —O mjbrethreh, fuffer it not to be faid,
to the difgrace of our moft holy religion; Deteft, aban=
don a vice fo contrary to its diQates, and which finks
you fo much beneath the Heathen. You have noble ex-
amples of difinterefted love in your Bibles to animate you
to a generous condu@ with refpeét to your country. The -
bleffed Jefus, to whom you are indebted for life, and
breath, and all things, for all the enjoyments of this life,
and the blefied hope of a more glorious inheritance in the
Jife to come—this gloﬁous, this divine Saviour, deny’d .
himfelf, and laid down his life for you, and therefore you
fhould be willing to lay down your lives, and part with
your fubftance for the brethren, Akbough he was rich,
vich in all the glories of the divine nature, and rich in all the
‘bappinej.'s of ‘the beavexly world, yet he made bimfelf poor for
. gour fakes, that ye through bis poverty might be rich.  All
" the holy Apoftles did fpend and were fpent for the church
and people of God, and did not count their lives dear, if
«they could thereby promoté the happinefs of Men. - It
- yhey were offered up a facrifice for the dear chriftiaf bre-
thren, they‘jdy’d and rejoiced with them. All your pig
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sus ancefters forfook England, that land of opulencé and
delighit, and came to this once howling wildernefs out of v
~love to the church of Chrift, and civil and religious libes-
ty——0 let thefe i]luﬂriqus examples cnkindlé in your
brealts a fpirit of noble emulation—pity your bleeding, .
fuffering, defolated country—fympathife with the diftref-
fed mourning fpoufe of Chrift—~compaffionate your per-
fecuted, fpoiled, oppreﬂ'ed brethren, wandering about
with numerous familes, ‘and in want of the neceflaties of
life, fee many who once were feated in the foftlap of afflu-
ence, now put to the greateft fhifts to provide fuftenance
for themfelves and little-ones—fee the toufes of your.
bretliren erackling in the flimes, the labor of their hands
and their paternal inheritance in the pofleflion of aliens
e——Behold your beft friends buffetted, infulted, impri-.
 foned, ftarved to death, and treated as the off-fcouring of
the earth, by the inhuman and unrelenting fos. Behold
- many noble, magnificent, and ftately churches in New-_ -
York, Philadelphia, New- Jerfey, and othcr»places,‘where.
once the great Father of the univerfe was worfhipedin.
fpirit and-truth--where the adoring multitude ferved God:
" in the beauty of holinefs—where a crucify’d-Saviour. was_
preached, and the whole counfel of God fajthfully de~
¢lared —See thefe holy temples either fhut up, or thame-,
fully prophaned, turned into hofpitals, ftables, riding
fchools and theatres, defiled with: fileh and obfcenity. - Seq .
$ehools and nyrferies of learning, where youth wers traine,
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ed up to be ufeful. in church and ftate; abandoned and
broken to pneces—bchold both tutors and fcholars; drie

ven from thofe once peace"ul feats of wifdom, erudu;non
and pxety, whcre they lived on Angels food, See rehglon,

, and leammg mtetdx&ed trade, commerce and hufbandry "

_ mterrupted and many [arts of this pleafant land turped
into fields of blood—hear the groans af ﬁamng expmng
prifoners—fee the wound,s of .brave fold(ers, b:holzd thexy
pale, languid countenances; and ‘then, Judge ye whe-
‘ther this be a time greedily to gaxm by.Exiprtion, and ta
facnﬁce the welfare of your bleeding country t@ your own

- private mtereﬂ Rathcr be perfuaded that nothmg can
be a greater ;n)ury to thc glorious caufe you have efpoufs
ed, ar more provoke God ta depart fmm -us-and: pour out
the vrals af his wrath upon you and the land of your na.
tivity. Conﬁder how pppreflion deftroyed Hrael and Ju«
dah, and fear leat a fimilar caufe produce 2 fumlar effecy

.jn Amerlcq Conﬁ,dcr what an abfurd | what a Prepoﬁe-
yoys thmf: it is to camplain of the opprcﬂlon of the ene-
my, whilft you are fa gneyouﬂy oppreﬁing ane another.

- Refle@t upon the vdenefs, mallgmcy and at;rocwus naturq
of Extarttan, qts du'e& contrancty to the exprefs comn
mands of your great Lord and. maﬁer, and the plain dxc-
tates of hxs holy gofpel, t thc curfes God has deno&nce&
agamﬁ: it—its deﬁru&we‘confequences to its pefpetratorq
here, and the et..mal damanatiori with whnch it ‘will be

' pun.ihed hereafter—its fatal tendcncy t brcaL the unieny
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of the{e $tates.; weaken and diflolve thb army ; deftrep
the Contmeqtal Bills of credit ; ruin:the worthieft and
moft he}plef& mhabltants of the land ; minifters antl poors

widows and fatherlefs 5 and finally r_u?n_thc religion und
liberty of Amdrica, in which you muft be invélved ; con-
{ider that this J@xmmn is a ftupid vice, which, while it
Fuins many wouthy members of focicty, can be of little
actugl benefit to. the Extortiomer himfelf, For one man’s

 Extortion, provoking another’s, and fo_ extending to the

;bmmgpity till the whole l’ump is leavened; the Extortion,
er is then, upon, the whole, little or ne better for his £x.
nrt:m, and’ myft be haunted with thie flinging reflection, -
that he is' juining his copntry out of purg avarice and
bafencfs of fpirit, Gonfiderall thefe things, and aban,
don, detef} a crime fy eriormpus, and pregnant with fiich
fatal confequences, and let it no more be once pamed a-
mongft you : " think it not lefs a fin hecaufe it is fo com=
mon, but rather account this an aggravatlon of its malig-~
pity, Aﬂbcxate for the exur?atnon of “this crying evil,
#o all you can to prevent it. No doubt if people were
ip general wlllmg to put § ﬁop to thls vice, remedies
mlght eafily be prowdcd againft it : let us comply with
the dictates of God’s word, the advxce of the honorable
Congrefs, and the regulations of our rulers, and an end
may be put to the growing evil—If this is not done, I
fear our eéufe and country will be ruined ; and then al}
that we have been labowring for, at the expence of fa

\
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much blaod and treafure is loft, and it would have bees -

better if we had never oppofed the meafures of oppreffi~

" en. Roufe then, my dear brethren, confider the fatal

sonfequences of your condu&, and for God's fake, for
Chrift’s fake, for the churches fake, for your fouls fake,
for the fake of your bleeding country, and all that is va-
Juable in life, to a generous mind, abandgn that fatal con-
‘du& eer it be too late, and inftead of greedily gaining by
Extortion, try who thall do moft to paife and cnc'ourag'e
the army, ‘relieve our diftreffed brethren in the nexghbour-
iing States, and fend fuch reinforcements to our wife, great,
magnanimous, worthy, brave and prudent General, as
may cnable him, with the fmiles of Providence, to drive
-aut the Enemy, and deliver his country-~which may God
ﬂf his infinite mercy grant for Chrift’s fake,
. AMEN and AMEN,

.o

N B. Since tb: ﬁrtgomg Dgfma:/é was Dtlxwr:a‘ f m’

fmall additiang (mw haz made, .

\ .
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