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PSALM #4, Verfe 22.

Ar_z/e O GOD! Plead thine own Caufe.

H E N David, the infpired Penman of

‘this Pfalm, was greatly diftrefled, unjuft-

ly blam’d on account of the Amalekises

“invading, fpoiling, and burning Ziklag ;

and carrying away captive the women that were there~
in, and when the people talked of ftoning him on that
account, we read,that under thefe affli&ting circumftan<
ces, he encouraged bimfelf inthe Lord bis God. .1 Sam, 30
‘6. In this refpe&, the royal Pfalmift exemplified in his

P

tondud, the exercife of every believer. They all fly.

to God for refuge in timeof trouble, and expect com-
fort and relief from his power and grace, from his
glorious perfections and precious promifes; The lan-

_ guage of their hearts, in lany deep diftrefs, is that of

Afaph, Whom bave I in beaven but thee, and there is
none upon earth that I defire befides thee s my flofb and my
beart faileth, but God is the Sirength of my beart and my

- portion for ever; altbough the Fig tree. fbould not blof-

Jom, though there [bowld be no fruit om the Vine, though
tbe labor of the Olive fhould fail, though the field fhould
yield no meat, though the flock fbould bs cut off from tbe

fold, and thowgh there fbould be no berd in the $all, the .

belieuer will refoice in the Lard, and joy in the God of bis
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- falvation. 1 profpeds thould look dark, earth -fhould
fhudder on her bafis, and no light nor relief thould ap- *
pear to the eye of fenfe, yet the believing heart will
~ truft in the name of the Lord, and ftay itfelf upon its

God.  Shoyld all the powers of* earth and hell com-
bine, for ‘the deftru@ion of . Gad’s people, fhould evil
tidings affault the ear from every quarter, and humaa-
underftanding be at a lofs for means of deliverance and.
fafety, yet the believer’s heatt is fix’d, trufting in the

Lord. He expects every thing from the divine pow- -

er and all fufficiency ; he looks up to his God in. time_

of trouble for relief, he cries out with the royal Pfalm-

ift in my text, Arife, O God, and plead thine own caufe.

- In difcourfing on thefe words I fhall endeavor by. -
divine afliftance, ' - ¢

I. To fhew you what we are to underftand by the

- caufe of God: , S

I1.-What is meant by his arifing and pleading this. -

caufe; and what encouragement his people have
that he will effc&tually do it .

~1ft Then I am to thew you what we are to under-
ftand by the caufe of God, ‘ S

By the caule of God we are to underftand the whole

. {yltem of divine truth. Our bleffed. Lord, when he -
~was arraigned before Pilate, de ‘lar’d, for this end was I
born, and_for this end. came I into the werld, that I might
bear witnefs to the truth. This alio was the grand de-

- fign of all the difpenfutions ot God to men, The old
and new Teftament were both of them written, and.
have been hitherto preferv’d, that they might exhibie
to men a fchgme of truth.. God has difplay’d to our
view the volume of nature, that we may therein read
his fublime glories and perfections, for 1be beavins de-
glare bis glory, and the firmament fhewetk forth bis bandy
work, and from the things that are made, are clearly Jeen
bis eternal power and Godbead— The invifible thingsof
him are difcovered, by a furvey of the creation,

~
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© All the doétrines contamrd in the old and new Tefe
tament, from ‘that fyftem of truth, of which we are
fpeaking, amongft thefe dotrines, thofe moft effentinl
to man,are his fall in Adam, and redemption by the
Lord Jefus Chrift, the neceflity of being regenerated
and fanéified by the fpirit of God, and being g juftided
by the righteoufnefs of his fon imputed to thcm, and
received by faith, the neceffity of holinefs in order to
happinefs, and of conformity in heart and life to the
nature and will of God: Thefe, and all the other doc-
trines of his word, are the caufe of God. For this
caufe he fent prophets and apoftles to preach and tessh
- mankind, by their difcourles and writings: For this .
" caufe he "fent his fon and’ {pirit in the world. Thefe
dottrines have begn maintained by the faints in all ages,

at the peril of their lives and all they held dear: This

caufe, Chrift, his apofiles, martyrs, and confeffors, have
held fo dear, that they bave feal’d them with their blood,
This is a caufe that ‘God loves and upholds, he has -
ftyl’d himfelt the Ged of truth, Deat. 32 4. David de-
clo. =5, that the Lord keepeth truth for ever, Pf. 146.6. =
Jeremiah cries out, O Lord are not thine eyes upon the
truth, Fer. 5 3

But 2dly. by the caufe of God we are to under-
ftand, the caufle of univerfal righ: coufnefs : The mo-
ral law, or the ten commandmems is-the rule of this
righteoufnefs, and befides the moral law, 21l thofe duries
which a;e incumbent upon us, as fallen crectures; fuch
as the great duties of faith, repentance and converfion,

which |mply the forfaking of every fin, and the prac-

tice of every virtue, This rwh*eoun.a,s*mcnudcs what{o-
ever things are true, whatfoever things are pure, what-
foever things are honeft, lovely, and of good repore,
- It includes a temper and conduét, entirely confnrmab)e
to the truth revealed in the holy fcriptures. This righ«
teoufnefs includes our duty to God, our fellow creature,
and ourfelves ; it implies that we love God fupremely,

A4
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that we worlhip him in fpirit and in truth, with reverz
ence and godly fear, that we fubmit with patience and
refignation to all the ftrokes of his rod, that we truft -
~ in his providence, rely on his mercy, goodnefs, truth,
and other dlorious perfeétions, that we fear to offend
him, and ftrive to pleafe him, always endeavoring to
~obey his will and commandments ; it implies benevo--
lence, juftice, charity, integrity, truth, and kindnefs in
our condué to our fellow creatures, that ‘we love our -
neighbor as ourfelves, and do to others as we would
they fhould do unto us, that we forgive our enemies,.
and do good to all as we have opportunity, That we
be meek, fober, humble, heavenly minded, patient un-
der injuries, contented with our condition, temperate,
as to the ufe of earthly enjoyments, zealous for God’s
glory, and advancement of truth and religion in the
world—The above particulars conftitute thatrighteouf~
nefs which is God’s caufe, a great part of which is thé
image of his own nature and perfetions: Thisis -
what he delighteth in, for he loveth righteoufnefs, and
hatethiniquity ; he gave his laws to mankind that they
-might be holy, as he is holy; he gave his word and
" fpirit to fas&ify the fouls of men; he gave his only
-hegotten and dearly beloved fon, to redeem us from all
iniquity, and to purify us unto himfelf, a peculiar peo-
ple, zealous of good works. All the difpenfations of
divine providence, prove God’s love of hclinefs, All
the favors of his goodnefs to the righteous, and the
awful judgments executed on the ungodly, prove how
much righteoufnefs is the caufe of God. The incar=
nation, agoanies and fufferings of Immanuel, were to
~ magnify the law, and make it honorable, and demon-
ftrate haw. much the righteous God loveth righteouf-
nefs. :
- 3dly. T add the welfare of the people, who believe
and profefs the above-mentioned fyflem of divine
truths, and practice the righteoufnefs jult now day

7z
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ferib’d, is the caufe of God. They are a fociety of

holy and regenerate fouls, trufting in the mercy of
God through Chrift, conforming the temper of their
minds and the tenor of their lives, to the nature, will,
and perfectionsof God ; they are reprefented in Scrip-
ture, as a kingdom, of which Jefus Chrift is the mon«
arch, as a body, of which the fonof God is the head:
‘They are defcribed by St.Peter, as a chofen generation,
a royal Priefthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people,

deftined to fhew forth the praifes of him who called

them from darknefsto his marvellous light : They are
in feripture ftyl’d Zion, Jerufalem, the kingdom of
God, and the Church of Chrift s This fociety are called
_ele&, as being chofen out of the world, faints as being
fanctified and made. holy by the fpirit, and beloved of
 God, as being the favorites of the moft high. He

~- loves them with a diftinguithing love; as a father

pitieth his children, fo the Lord pitieth thofe his fer~
" wants that fear him. God loves his people, infinitely
more than all the reft of the world: He loves the
o gates of Zion, more than all the dwellings of Jacobs.
ion is reprefented by the prophet Ifaiah, under a me-
lancholy gloom, complaining, the Lord hath forfaken
me; and my Gop ‘hath forgotten me: to
which complaint, the Father of mercies moft

gracioufly replies, Can a woman forget ber fucking - |
ebild, fo as to bave no compaffion for the fon of her .

womb, yea they may forget, yet will I not forget thee: I
bave graven thee on the palms of my bands, and thy walls
are continually before me——Thus you fee the tender
_ and inexprefiible love that God bears to Zion ; no af<
fetionate parent ever loved the moft amiable child,
no fond enraptured bridegroom ever loved the moft
charming bride, as God loves his people : Liften a lit-
tle longer to the voice of infpiration to be convinced
of this comforting, reviving truth, God’s portion is

Lis people, and Ifrael the lot of his inheritancgweheled

: L
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him about, he inftrutted him, he kept him as the aiﬁ '

pleof his eye, as an Eagle ftirreth up her neft, flutter-
eth over her young, fpreadeth abroad her wings, tak-

~ eth them, beareth them on her wings, fo the Lord

along.did lead them. God fo loved the church, that

he rédeemed it by his own blood, he fpared not his *

own Son, but gave him for his chofen people * Chrift
loved the church, and gave himfelf forit, gave himfelf
to a life of forrows, to inexpreflible agonies, and to
the accurfed death of the erofs. Immanuel regards
the injuries and favors done the church, as if done ta
himfelt : When Saul perfecuted the church, he faid
unto him, Saul, Saul, why perfecutest¢bou me, and at the
laft day he will fay to thofe who have fed the bungry
faint, given drink to the thirflty believer, cloathed his
naked difeiples, vifited the fick and imprifoned mems»
bers of his invifible body, inafmuch as ye havedone it
to the leall of thefe my brethren, ye have doneit un-
to me. When the true believer is injured, opprefled,

perfecuted, plundered, imprifoned, tormented, and
murdered, he looks upon their caufe as his own, preci-
vus in biy [t is the death of bis faints: he is the tather
of their fatherlefs children, the God and prote&or of
tneir widows, the friend of their friends, and the enes
my of their enemizs.. The enraptured Pfalmift thus
celebrates the kindnefs of God to his people: The
Lord upholdeth ¢l that fall, and roifeth wg all that be.
bowed dogun, the Lovd is righteoss in all bis ways, and bo-
ly in all bis werksy the Lord is nigh unto all them that
call upon bim,to all 1i:at call upom bim in traib, Pf. 140 146.
He will fulfil the defirve of them that fear bim,be will alfs ,

 kear their cry and- will fave them. The Lord grderwtb

all them that love bim, but all-the wicked will be defiroy s
Happyis be that katl the God of Jacob for bis help, whofe

bape is in the Iord kis God, which made beaven ana earib, -

the_Jea and all that in ihers is 3 who keepeth truth for ever
swba exciuteib gudgment fur the.oppreffed, who giveth food




e At A e i

by the caufe of God.

. in the 142d Phlm he faith, Jadge me
Cote o - B. )

| o (9) !
fo the bungry: The Lord loofeth the prifonsrs : the Lotd

opemish she eyes ‘of the.blind: the Lord loveth the righte~

ons : the Lord priferveth the firangars, be relieveth the fam
therlefs and the widow, but the way of the wicked be turn-
eth upfide down: tbe Lord doth build up Yerufalem, be
gathereth together the outoasis of Ifrael : be deligbteth not

- 'sn the firength of the borfes be taketh not pleafure in thé
degs of a man : the Lord takesh pleafure in them that feat

hbim, in thofe that bope in bis mercy. 1hus you fee my
brethren, that the caufeof truth, the caufeof religions

“the caufe of righteoufnefs, fhe caufe of his church and .

people, is the caufe of God : It is; as the Plalmift ex+
prefles it, bis own canfe. S
Thus my brethren, ' have fhewn'you what is meant
' 1
I now proceed toexplain what we are to underftand
- *. by God's- pleading this caufe, which was the fe=
~cond point propofed. . _ o
The Hebrew- word here, tranflatéd plead, may be
réndered- litigate, ftrove, contend, fight, but being

hgre conne®ed with caufe, it is béft tranflated, by the

Englith ward plead, a term very familiar to moft of

. 1s; 'which fignifies an advocare, lawyer, or patron’s ar-

guing, fupplicating, intérceeding, contending for his
client, and reprefenting his cafe to the beéft advantage,
e¢fpoufing or. patroniZing it, or taking it in his own
hands and managing it. The phrafe of God’s plead-
ing his people’s  caufe, frequently occurs in fcripture.
Thus David, Pfalm 35. 1, invokes the'divine help fay<
ing, plead my caufe O Lord with them that frive with
wie, fight againft them that fight againft me: and when
Saual ‘unjultly perfecuted him and fought his life, he
this accofts the cruel tyrant, 1-Sam. 24 15. tbe Lord
theréfore Be ‘Fudge, and judge between me-and thee, and [eé
and plead my caiife, and deliver me out of thine band : and’
O God and plead

N
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1y coufe against an ungodly nation: O deliver me from the
deceitful and unjuf men. Solomon exhorts, Proverbs
22 23. Rob not the poor becaufe be is poor ; mesther op-
“ prefs the afflicled in the gate . for the Lord will plead their
eaufe, and [poil the [oul of thofe that fpoiled them: And
- again he fays in the next chapter : Remove not the old
“land marks, and enter not into the fielld of the fatberlefs,
- Jor their Redeemer is mighty 5 be fball plead their cauje
with thee : See allo Jeremiah 5o, 33 34. Thus faith the
Lord of Holts, the children of Ifrael and the children of,
Fudsb were oppreffed togetber, and all that took them cap-
tives, beld them faft, they refufed to let them go. Their
Redeeiner is firong, the Lord of Hofts is bis name, be fball
Srongly plead their caufe, that e may give reft to the land
and difquiet the inbabitants of Babylonm. There is a re-
markable paffage in the enfuing chapter, in which God
- Ipeaks of the injuries done to his people, as if doneto
himfelf; he makes their caufe his own, and declages
that he will plead it. See Jeremiah 51, 33 &c. Thus
Jaith the Lord of Hofts, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Baby-
Jon batb devoured me, be bath crufbed me, be bath made me
an empty veffel, be bath [wallowed me up like a dragon,
be bath flled bis belly with bis delicates, be bath caft me
out. The violence done to me and to my fle/b, be upon Ba-
 bylon, fballthe inbabitant of Zion [ay; wnd my blood upon
< the inbabitants of Chaldea, fhall Ferufalem fay, therefore
thus faith the Lord, bebold 1will plead thy caufe, and take
wengeance for thee: and this was by punithing Nebu-
chadnezzar in a moft fignal mannet, and by deftroying
the inhabitants of Babylon. See the declaration of
- 'God’s injured Church, Micah 7. 8, &c. Rejoice not
againft me, O mine enemy : when I fall 1 fhall arife: when
A /it in darknefs, the Lord fball be a light unto me. Twill
bear “the indignation of the Lora, becaufe I.-have firmed
againf} bim, untill be plead my caufe, and execute judgment
Jor me : be will bring me forth to the light, and I fhall
‘bebold bis righteoufnefss ~ Then [be that is mine enemy (oall

———
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fee zt, and )bame Jhall cover ber wbzcb Jaid unte me, wbere
is the Lord thy God ? mine eyes fball bebold ber : mow fball
Jbe be trodden down as the mire in the fireets.- Thus you
fee that God will plead his own and his people’s caufe,,
againft - their common enemies, But how doth God
plead for his people, how doth he plead his own caufe ?
I anfwer, he pleads it by his word, kis fpirit, and hlS '
provxdence
He pleads his own and his people’s caufe by his
word, both i in a general and particular manner. He
- forbids all injuftice, oppreffion, tyranny, murder,
theft, plunder, -adultery, flander, falfe witnefs, une
Jultly coveting our neighbour’s property : he incul-
cates univerfal love, benevolence, compaffion, humani-
ty, peace, and righteoufnefs : he commands all chrifti.
ans to love their neighbour as themfelves, and to do
to others as they would that others fhould da unto
them : he commands brethren to dwell together in
~ unity, concord, and mutual forbearance ; he declares
that to fubvert a man in his caufe, is not right; he tor--
bids the injuring our neighbour’s name, life, or pro-
perty 5 he pronounces a woe againft them that decree
uarighteous decrees, and that write grievoufnefs which
they have’ prefcribed, to turn the needy from judg-
ment, and to take away the right of the poor of his
people ; he commands that he who ruleth over men,
muft be juft, ruling in the fear of the Lord ; he com-
mands magiftrates to be a terror to evil doers, and a
praife to them that do well.
God pled the caufe of liberty with the lfraehtes,
when they fooli(hly defired a king to reign over them =
~ he told them the prejudlce it would be to their free-
dom and happinefs, in order to difcourage them from
it: he faid, this will be the manner of the /zmg that fhall
seign aver yous bewill take your fons and appoint them for.
bim/olf, for bis chariots and io "be bis borfemen, and fome
ﬁa;/ run before bis chariots, and be will agpoml bm: cag'
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tains over bundreds, and over fifties, and wwill [et them to
_ ear bis ground, and to reap bis barveft 5 and be will take
Your fields and your vineyards, and yeur odive yards,.cven
tbe beft of them, and be will take sour men and maid fer-
wants, and your goodlieft young men, and your affes, and
put them to bis work, and  ye (ball be bis fervants. God
commanded the Ifraelites, faying, ye fall not opprefs ene
onetber. Leviticus 24, 14 17. - When the ten tribes"
had revolted from Rehoboam, becaufe of oppreffi-
on, and when Rehoboam and Judah went out to.
fight againft them to bring them back to fubjetion,
~ God fent his prophet to Rehohoam and Judah, faying,
ye fball not go up. ner fight againft your brethren 1 Kings
12 24. God declared to.Abraham, I will blefs thers
that blefs thee, and xur[e them that curfe thee. ~ See alfo 1,
Chron. 16 22, compared with Pflalm- 105 15, where
Jehovah is reprefented, faying, touch not mine anointed,
and do my propbets we barm: i. e, God's anointed peo-
ple; and not kings, becaufe it is faid in the preceeding
verfe, be fuffered no man to do them wrong, yea, be reproved
kings for their fake. 1 need not multiply arguments,
to prove that God by his word, pleads his owp and his
people’s caufe, what has been faid is {ufficient—1 fhall
.naw point.out fome particular inftances, in which God
hds by his word, pled his people’s caufe, He pled
- the caufe of pioys Abel, againft cruel Cain, Gen. 4 10.
And be faid, what baft theu dome P 1he voice of thy bro-
#her’s blood crieth unto me from the ground.  Andnow then
art curfed from the earth, which bath opened ber mauth to
veceive tby brothe:’s blood from thy hand. When thou til-
left the ground, it fhall not benceforth yield unto. thee ber
- fremgth. A fuygitive and a vagabond fbals thou be in the.
- earth.  God pled the caufe of righteous Lot, to fave
;xim as a brand out of the burningot Sudom ; fee Gen,
19 17. He faid, efcape for thy life; look nst bebind thee,
- neither Ray thou in all the plains efcape to the mountain,
¥4 thou be confumed, When Laban purfucd Jacob wigh

. ’-
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perfecuting ragé, God came to Laban the Syrianin 4+
dream by night, and {aid urito him, take beed that thou
Jpeak not to Facob either good or bad, Gen. 31 24. Thus -~
he pled his caufe. He pled for the life of Jofeph by
the mouth of Reuben, and he pled the caufe ot Ifrael
by the mouth of Mofes, to Pharaoh, faying, tbus faith .'
the Lord God of Ifracl, lst my people go, Exodus 5. 1.
God pleads his people’s caufe. by the mouth of all his
faithful minifters, admonifhing mankind to do their
duty to each other, and perpetually praying and inter-
ceeding for the peace, profperity, and enlargement of
the church of Chrift; their cry is, fpare thy people,
blefs thine inheritance. He frequently raifes up faith--
ful counfellors, and able advocates, to plead his people’s
caufe. Thus he raifed up Efther and Mordecai in the
court of Ahafperus, to intercede for the people of the
Jews, who were devoted to deftru&tion: God pled for:
_his diftrefled people, by the mouths of Ezra, Nehemi-
ah, Daniel, Shadrach, Mefhac, and Abed-nego, at the
courts of the kings of Babylon and Perfia. See the
aifeCting prayers made by the above eminent fervants.
of the molt High, and.by the mouths of the prophets -
and apoftles, in bchalf of his.people. Now as they
were moved to thefe prayers, by the infpiration and in«
fluence of the Holy Ghott, thofe prayers may be re-
garded as God's wreftlings for his people. ,

In all “ages of the world, God has raifex] up men
who have by their writings and public fpeeches, pled
his people’s caufe. How many able advocates in both
houfes of parliament, have warmly pled and efpouted
the caule of this much injured country. How many-
learned, fenfible, and excellent pamphlets have been
written, both .in England and America, to vindicate
our rights and Liberties, and prevent our deﬂru&ioq 3
and bleffed be.God, thar all true chriftians, in every,
part of the world, who plead the caufe of truth, liber~
ty, and virtue, are in effed injerceeding for us. How

{
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fany fervent prayers are continually afcending from

millions of fan&ified and benevolent hearts in our

behalf, to the throne of grace; and what is more im--

portant than all thefe, we are deeply interefled in the.

all-powerful and all-prevailing interceflion of chus our -
merciful High Priefl. We have an infinitely impor-
tant friend at the court of Heaven, a friend who fo

. loved'us, as to die for us; a friend who has all power

in Heaven and upon earth, and who is omnipotent to

quell the rage, and fubdue all the efforts of earth and
hell. See the interceffion of this glorious Advocate:

X pray for them, I pray not for the world, but for them
awbich thou baft given me, for they are thine,and all thine are
mine, and I am glorified in them, And now I am no more
in the world, but thefe are in the world, and I come to thee.
Holy Fatber, keep through thine own name, thofe whom
tbou bafl given me, that they may be one as weare, Ibave
given them thy word;, and the world hath bated them, be-

" caufe they are not of the world, even as I am not of
the world. I pray not that thou fhouldsf} take them out of
the world, but that thou fhouldefi keep them from the evil.

They are not of the world, even as 1 am not of the world.
Sanciify them through thy truth: -thy word is truth, As
. thou baft fent me into the world, even [o have I alfo fenmt them
- into the world.  And for their fakes I fanélify myfelf, that
they alfo might be [owiiified through the iruth. Neither pray
T for thefe alone, but for them alfo whick fball belicve o
me, tbrougb their word.  That they allmay be one, as thow
Fatber art in me, and I in thee that they alfo may be one:
in us; that the world may believe that thou haft fent me.
Thus we are interefted in the all prevailing interceffion
of Jefus Chiift. But ‘

II.  God pleads his own and his people’s caufe. by
-his omnipotent, omnifcient, and omniprefent fpirit =
He fets home hisdivine word upon the hearts of men ;
"he removes their enmity againft God and his people =
- he convinces and converts the unconverted ; he fheds



(15 ) -

abroad the love of God and man on the human foul §
he melts the obdurate heart, and fills it with pity and
compaflion towards God’s fuffering fervants; he opens
. the blind eyes, and coavinces tnifguided fouls of their
‘errors; he makes the enemies of the righteous their.
friends; he alarms the guilty mind with a confciouf=
nefs of its fins, and makes their knees fmite together,
Of ftones he raifes up children to Abraham—nhe ex-
cites in the breafts of men, a glowing zeal for Chrift,
“his kingdom and f{ubjeéts—he is continually making
interceflion for them, in the hearts of the faithful, with
groanings that cannot be uttered—he turns wolves into
lambs, foftens the favage difpofition, promotes truth
and righteoufnefs, and thus pleads the caufe of God
and his people. This glorious and divine fpirit, has
all hearts (even of kings) in his hand, and turns them
as the rivers of waters, whitherfoever he pleafes; he .
fills the fouls of God’s people with faith and courage,
and thofeof their enemies with terror and diftnay ; he
caufes the wicked to fly when no man purfueth, but
 maketh the righteous bold as a Liyon—he can caufe
-the wrath of men, their moft turbulent and headftrong
paffions to praife God, and promote theinterefts of his
people, and the remainder of that wrath he can re-
ftrain. How happy for the church that fhe has fo ir-
refiftable, and omnipotent a 1pirit to plead her caufe :
- _ No mortal upon earth can refift hisall conquering ener-

. gy. It was this fpirit that pled the caufe of Abraham;,
and of Ifaac, with Pharaoh and Abimelech, and pre-
vented them from difhonoring the wives of thofe illu-

- ftrious Patriarchs, He pled powerfully in the heart
- of Reuben for the life ot Jofeph: he even melted the -
* hard hearted Efau into pity and love towards his bro<
ther Jacob, againft whom he had entertained the moft
- deadly hatred. He prevail’d over the obdurate heart,
ftubborn difpofition, and otherwife inflexible refolution
of Pharaoh, and conftrained him to let lfract go s Hg
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Was 4 _powerful advocate in the bredtt of Pharaok’s
daughter, in behalf of the infant Mofes: He difjuiz
eted Ahafueruson his royal couch, and rendered him -
favorable to the devoted Jews: ‘He'influenced Nebu-
‘chadnezzar, Belthazzar, Cyrus, Darius, Artaxerxes, and

* other monarchs to be kind to them, and'pled power,

tully in their behalf, in the hearts of Kings. This glo-
rious fpirit iscontinually convincing the world of fin,of
righteoufnefs, ‘and of judgment to come; 4nd pleads
the caufe of umvcrfal truth ard holmefs in thc fouls of
men.

~ Laftly, God pleads his own, and his ople s caufe
by his providence.” The whole hiftory of it, from the
creation of the world, is a feries of wonderful i interpo-
fitions in behalf of his ele€t. The facred writers fcarca
mention the affairs of any other nations, fave thofe -

- that were connected with the chutch, as tho’ God re=

arded nothmg in the world, fave the church “and when
all the elet fhall be gathered in; the prefent earth; and’
all the warks that are thereon, fh fhall be burat up. For
themthe fun ftood &till in Gibeah, and the moon in the
valley of Ajalon; ‘andthe flarsin their courfes fought
againft Sifera: For them, he dried ap the red fea, to’
make them a paffage, and drowned Pharaoh and his -
hoft in 2  watery grave: he went before them with a
pillar of cloud by day, and a piltar of fire by night:-
te fed them with manna and quails in the wllderncﬁ,
and brought them water out of the flinty rock : to pros
“mote the caufe of -truth and righteoufnefs, he has per-*
form’d the moft furprifing prodigies, and fhaken hea-
ven and earth. God has pled for his people, by con-
fermg the moft fignal favors upon their friends, and b
executmg the moft awful judgments upon their ene- "
mies. Forthem he ftopped the mouths of lions, quenchs
ed the violence of fire, turned afide, the edge of the
fword ot weak made them ﬂrong an% vahant in battley -
and put to ﬁlgbt and deftroyed whols armnes of their
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énémies; 'The angel of the Lord enéampeth round
about them that fear him, and delivereth them: the
Lord forfaketh not his faints, they are preferved forever:
God fhew:d favor to Potipher, Pharaob, and the
E yptians; for the fake of Abraham, Ifaae, Ja-
cob, and their pofterity; and he feverely punithed the
kings and people-of Fgypt, Affyria; Canaan, Philiftia;
Babylon, and Syria, for tlre injuries they offered to his
chofen. Hefaved Noah and his family from the food
" that drowned the old world—he preferved righteous
Lotfrom the deftruction of Sodom and Gomorrha. Daé
vid from Saul’s Fury, Daniel in the Lion’s den, and the
three chitdren in the burning fiery farnace—he ena<
bled Abraham with his own fervants (amounting to
Jittle more than three hundred) to defeat the combin’d
army of 'the four kings. When Ifrael repented of
their finsyand cried to him for deliverance, he enabled
tliem and their Judges, with inferior numbers, to cona
.quer and rout large armies of their foes—he pled the
caufe of lirael, when by the hand of Gideon, with ona
ly 300 men, hé defeated an hoft of Midianites as nus
merous as the grathoppers in tke fields. He pled the
caufe of his people again{t Pharaoh, by ten fucceflive -
plagues, anl oy the death of all the firlt-born of the
land of Egypt—he pled in favor of Afa and the chil«
dren of Judah, when he enabled them (although only
& handful) to defeat a vaft army of the Eithiopians, al<
moft inumerabley and he fent his dcﬂroymg angel in
,the camp of the Affyrians, who in one night flew
Y 5,000 of the adverfarics of Jerulalem and her pious
. \ln(”
I rrught eafily thew from prophane, as well as facred
hilt. orys that Ged has pied his own ard his people’s
~caufe; the caufe of religion, liberty, and virtue, 1 wilk
_only mention two inftances of modern hiltorys

G
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Fhe firt f thall relate, is the revoltof the feven unfs
ted provinces of the Netherlands. , .
Philip the 2d, king of Spdin, wids on the throne
of the moft powerful kingdom in the world ; he had
not only great dominions in Europe, Spain, and Por-
tugal, under his command : but he had the Eaft and "
Wett Indies; and the mines of Mexico and Peru., He
opprefled the Dutch, and began to abridge their civil
and religious liberties ; they petitioned for 4 redrefs of
their grievances; but they were ignominioufly ftyled
Geux, thatis beggars, and their petitions with the great-
~eft fcorn and contempt: whereapon, relying on God,
they, although but a handful of men, againft a mighty
monarchy, rebelled againft Spain, under the condu¢t of
the prince of Orange, and dt length, after a long, and
arduous ftruggle, were acknowledged by theit tyrants,
.to be FREE and INDEPENDENT sTaTES! = :
 The Swifs cantons, long oppreffed by the nfighty
houfe ot Auftria, at laft formed the glorious and ma
_hanimous refolution of throwing off the abhor’d yoke
of flavery andvilefubjetion ; thiey fought againft mul. -
titudes, a moft unequal match; but what they wanted
in numbers, was fupplied in bravery and refolution.
The goodnefs of their caufe, and the blefling of God
was .in the ftead of armies—they fought with unpari- -
feled intrepidity agint the flaves and inftruments of
arbitrary power, and they glorioufly triumphed, and -
eftablithed their liberties- upon a firong foundation,
which remains unthaken t6 the prefent day—they ate .
how the freeft people upon edrth; nay, they are fup-
pofed to be the only free people in three quarters of the .
-$erraqueous globe, S '
* Thus I have thewn you how God has pled his ow,
4nd his peoplc’s caufe. I fhall now juft touch upon
the Plalmift’s petition, that God would arife and pledd
shis caufe, This word feems to allude to the Ark of
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the covenant, on which the cloud of glory, the fymbql

of God’s prefence,refted. This ark was carried by the -
Levites on their fhoulders, when the Ifraelites marched

to attack their enemies. . When the march began,

and the Levites were about to take up the ark, they .

fang, Let God arife; let bis enemses be-feattered : let thofa
“that bgte bim, flee before bim. So that this cuftom teachs
es us, that the Ifraclites looked to, and depended en-
tirely upon God for the fuccefs of their military enter.
Rrizes—they fought bis aid, they invoked his blefling,
~ prefence, and protection ; they did as it were, cry oug
with Mofes, Lord if thy prefence gonat alomg with us, fuf=
Joer us not 10 go up bence,  Arife O God, like an almigh-
'ty conqueror 3 exert thine almighty power, make bare
thine everlafting arm in our behalf: go before us, dia
ret our way, and fucceed our operations. O Lord,
make fpeed to fave us; O Ggd make haft to help us.
Thus my brethren, I have explained the text: Les
" us proceed to the application of it. ,
~ FErom the preceeding, difcourfe, I think we have
reafon to conclude, that the caufe of this American
Continent, againft the mafures of acruel, bloody, and
~ vindi&ive miniflry, is the caufe of God. We are
* goptending for the rights of mankind, for the welfare
of millians now living, and for the happinefs of mil-
lions yet unborn. If it is the indifputed duty of
mankind, to do good to all as they have opportunity,
efpecially to thofe who are of the houfhold of faith,
if they are bound by the ¢ommandment of the fu-
- preme law-giver, to love their neighbor as themfelves,
and do to athers as they would that others fhould do
unto them’s then the war carried on againft us, is une _
juft and unwarrantable, and our caufe is not only
righteous, but moft important: Itis Gud’sown caufe;
Tt is the grand caufe of the whole human race, and .
what ¢an be more interefing and glorious, If the

v
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principles on which the prefent civil war is carried ont
by the American colonies, againit the Britith arms,

were univerfally adopted and praéticcd upon by man-
kind, they would turn a vale of tears, into'a paradife
of Gol: whrreas oppofite principles, and a condudy,
tourded upon them, has filled the world with blood
ani w hter, with rapine and vioience, with cruelty
and injuttice, with wretchednefs, poverty, horror, de-

fulation,. and defpair: We cannot thercfore doube,

that the caufe of liberty, united with that of truth &

richeouinels, is the caule of God. This is the glo-

rious caufe in which Great- Britain herfclf, has fre.
gucnily and firenuou(ly contended againft tyrants and
pppreilors,  Not to mention preceeding ftruggles for
. Jiberty, when Charles the firft invaded the rights of
his people, the Lords and Commons, aided by their
adherents, rofe up in arms, and waged a war againft
Fim, which termindted in the lofs of his crown dnd
Jife: and when his infatuated fon, James the fecond;
imitating his fathei’s fatal example, endcavoured to
introduce pepery and arbitrary power into his king-
doar the people of Eacland, invited the prince of
Orange to vindicate their liberties, whoexpel'd the ty.
rant from his hrone, and was placed on it himfelf, by
the votes of a free parliameut.  For the fake of lie
berty and the proteltant religion, during the reign of
this glaricus and aufpjcious king, the Pretender was

excluded from the throne, and the {ucceflion to it, was’

fcttled in the royal houle of Hanover.  Great-Britain
cannot in jullice blime us, for imitating her in thofe
noble flrugales for liberty, which have been her great-
eft glory—ih:cannot condemn us, withoutcondemns

' ing the condudt of her greatett patriots and heroes,
virtually denying her king’s right to his crown, and-

alling in manifelt oppofiticn to the fpirit and intereft
of her own excellent conttitution, I am-bold to af-
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Brm, that all the furpafling glory, by which the ha¢
eclipled other nations, has been owing to this admira-
bie form of government, fo favorable to the rights’
of markind. ~ She never hasbeen more illuftrious at’
- Home or abroad, never more remarkable for herinter~
nal glory or external fplendor, her peace, plenty and
profperity at home, or her vi€ories, atchievments, &
conque(ts abroad, then when her liberties flourithed,
and a patriot king fway’d the fceptre; as fhe never
has been ponrer, more milérable and inglorious, ne<
ver been more impotent in herfelf, or made a mean-'
ér figure in the eyes of her neighbots, than when her
libertics were vielated, and a tyrant fat upon the
throne, The attentive reader of Englifth hiftory, who
compares the aufpiciqus reigns of - William, George
the firft and fecond, and pa:t of Queen Ann’s, with
the fatal adminiflrations of the former and latter
James and Charles, will fee the f{triking contraft; & be
fully convincedof thetruthof this remark.” England,
duringthe laft war,happy in aking that lov’d his people,
and favored their rights, happy in a pcople that lov’d
their king, and were zealous forhis honor, triumph’d,
glorioully triamph’d over the united fleets of France
and Spain, and the confederate powers of tyranny.
" England [ am bold to fay, has profpered, as her lib-
eriy profpered, and declined, as defpotifm has pre«
vailed, When principles of liberty, and a miniftry
and parliament under their influence have governed -
Great-Britain, how happy bave her fubjeéts been 2
how formidable to her enemies ? but when oppofita
principles, and rulers have been predominant. V_Vh‘ag
mifery has overwhelmed her inhabitants ¢ and what
~a contemptible appearance did fhe make in the fight
ot otlier nations? How has fhe been torn to pieces
by civil broils, and been covered with her own blaod 2
How evident is this from the prefent unnatural war,
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Praged apainft her own children, to eftablith arbitrary
wer? How have her once vittorious troops fled
ignominioufly, before an army of undifciplined pea-
fants, commanded by offie:fs, moft of ‘them utterly
inexperienced in war! How have her fturdy veterans
been led captive by country boys, and her tranfports,
merchantmen and military ftores, been taken by our
privateers? What ipfults doth fhe not continually
meet with from her enemies, withoyt daring to refent
them ? And unhappily divided againft herfelf, doth
fhe not totter on thé brink of deftruétion, and owe
Rer prefent precarious refpite from ruin, to the po- -

- dicy and forbearance of her foes? O England! thou -

once beloved, happy, and glorious country ! Thou-
land of freedom and delight! How is thy gold beq

come dim, and thy fine gold changed! It was full of

Judgment ; righteoufnefs lodged in it, but now mur.

derers, ‘Thy rulers are campanions of thieves, eve-

ry ene lovech gifts, and followeth after rewards : they

judge not the fatherlefs, neither doth the caufe of the

widow come unto them,

You fee my brethren, from the preceeding obfer<
.yations, the unfpeakable advantages of liberty, to -
Great-Britain, and how fatal to her have been the in«
vafion and decling of this ineftimable blefling. How -

* _abfurd ther! haw inglorious ! how cruel and unjuft

is her conduét, incarrying on this bloody war, to ru-
in and enflave us Liberty is the grand fou‘ntain,‘

. under God, of every temporal blefling, and what i§ -

infinitély more important, it is favorable to the pro-
pagation of unadulrterated chriftianity. Liberty is the

- parent of truth, juftice, virtue, patriotifm, benevo,

lence, aond every generous and noble purpofe of the
tanl,  Under the jnfucnce of liberty, the arts and .
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_fcientes; trade, corhmerce, and hufbandry foufifby

and the wildernéfs bloflortis like the rofe.

- O Liberty, thou Objefd beav’nly bright :

< Profufe of blifs, and pregnant wirh delight.

- Eternal pleafures in thy prefence reign, .
And [miling Plenty leads thy joyful Train, .
Eas'd of ber load, [ubjection grows more light,

And Poverty looks chearful in tby fight.

Tbou mak'ft the gloomy Faceof Nature gay,

Giv’f} Beauty 19 the Sun, and Pleafure 10 the Days
, o o ADpDIsSON. |

Under the aufpicious fmiles of Liberty, riches ind
creafe, induftry ftrains every nerve, fecure of proper«
ty, and joy ard plenty fiile on every fide. How in<
eftimable a blefling then mutft liberty be, and how in<
tonceivably great 1ts lofs ! :

Bat if liberty is thus ftiendly to the happinefs of
'tnankind, and 1s the caufe of the kind parent of the -
univerfe ; certainly tyranny & oppreffion are the caute

~of the devil, the caufe which God's foul hates,  The
holy fcriptures abound with inftances and prophecies
of his judgments againft tyrants and oppreffors; and )
not only facred, but prophane hiftory, prove the ful \
filment of thofe prophefies. . -

Yoa have feen the truth of this obfervation, from -
the precéeding difcourfe; How extremely odious and
deteftable tyranny and oppreffion are in his fighe,

How fignal was the divite vengeance againft king
shab and his Queen, for falfly accufing Nabotbh,
murdering him upon groundlels pretences, and un-
Jultly feizing upon lhis property ? Hear the tremene
dous judgmients denounced by the Lord againft thofe
vile oppreflors ; and O that it might ring in the ears
and confciences, of. all the authors, abettors, and vo-
luntary executioners of this unnatural, unprovoked,
fniquitous, fellonious war, " Arife faid the Lord, to
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Ay . -~

Elijah the Tithbire, Go down to meet Abab king of 1f:
rael, who is in Samaria i bebsld be is in the vineyard of

Naboth, whither be is gone down to paffefs it, and thus |

foalt thoy [peak unto bim [aying : hus [aith the Lird,
in the place where the dogs licked the blood of Naboid

(hall dogs lick thy blood, even thine. Bebold I will bring -

~ evil upon thee, and will take away thy posterity, and will
cut off from dbab bis malé children, - dnd of Fexebel
(by whofe advice. Abab few Naboth, and took poffeffion
of bis vineyard) [pake the Lord abfo, [aying, the dogs

JShall eat Fezebel, by the wall of Jezreel.  Him thatdi<

v eth of Abab in the city, [hall the dogs eat, and bim that
dieth in the fields, fall ibe birds of ihe air eat. This

curfe was awfully and punctually executed, and ftands
recorded on the Bible,as a tremendous warning againft -

tyranny and oppreflion. God has thewn his vehe-
.ment abhorrence of ithefs attrrcious crimes, by {mi-
ting the perpetratorsof them w.:h Joathfome dileafes,
. and bas commiffioned lice, worms, and vermine to

- crawl within and upen them, to devour theny alive, o
~ render them a living carrion, {pectacles of, horror and

deformity, and infufferable-flench and abomination 1o
all.about them. Thus has God, in the moft livcly

charatterd, written his haired and -detcfiation of ty<

tanay and oppreflion, upon the bodies of thofe who
have been guilty of thofe heaven daring offences—-
“thus bath he thewn how muci: he detefls, and how fes
vercly he will punith erucity and injuflice, the mur-
dér of the innqeent, and the invalion of their rights

© and property. -And now arc there any who call them- .

felves chriftians,.whe dare avew, efpoufe and fupport,
the invafion of liberty, and the murder of tholfe whoe

rife vp in its vindication? Yes, to the difgrace of

* ‘human pature be it fpoken, therg are fuch inveterate
foes to mankind :.und who are They ? they are the
miaillry and paliam;nt .of Great-Britain, with their
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adherents and abettors. The ground work of thei#
prefent deftru@ive meafures, is this moft iniquitous
decree——That the parliamentof Great. Britain, hath
power, and of right cught to have power, tb make
laws and ftatutes to bind thefe colonies in all cafes
whatfoevet, This decree is contrary to the Jaws of
God and man, to the Britith conftitution, Magna-
Charta, the bill of rights, the Charters of the Colo-
nies, and the exprefs ftipulations of preceeding kings
and their reprefentatives ; and as the caufe is iniquia
tous in itfelf, fo the war to fupport it, has been ¢arria
€d on, in the moft inhuman, ¢éruel, and injurious mana
ner. The houfes and pofleflions of the friends to theic

~ country, have been feiz’d and plundered, rich and va«

luable furniture has been wantonly deftroyed, or
meanly feized and carried away : Our negroes; who

. have been nourithed and brought up by us, and the -

favages of the wildernets, for whofe temporal and
eternal welfare we have labored: have been infligated

‘to mangle, fcalp, and morder us. Every éngine has

been employed to ruin our commerce, trade, hufban<

. dry and religion : Every method has been contrived
" and executed, to deprive us of the neceflaries of life,

and caufe us to perifh for the want of food, cloath-

ing, and the means of defence. Our fhips have been '

feized and confifcated, our poer brethren, taken in
them, compelled to fight againft us: our priloners
ftarved to death ; our wives and daughters have been
ravithed: numercus families of little ones compelled
to leave their own habitations and provifions, wander
about in a ftrange land, beg their bread, and expofe
themfelves to. all the feverity of the feafon. N

Ye crael and bloody authors of this unju(t, unna=
tural war § what defolation, what mifery have ye net
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brought on this once happy land ¥ How many old
" men's fighs, and widows moans! how many orphans
. water ftanding eyes; men for their fons, wives for
their Hulbands fate, and Children for their -Pas
rents timelefs death, fhall rue the hour that ever ye
were bors, how many tents of afflition? how many
weeping Rachels have ye made ? how many difconfo«
late mothers, bewailing the death of their children,
~ and refufing to be comforted, becaufe they are not ?
how many bleeding befoms reproach you with the
murder of their beloved ? what diftreffed multitudes
upbraid you with the lofs of their dwellings, their
comforts, and the means of their fubfitence ? Go to
€harleRown my brethren, go'to Norfolk, go to New.
York, go to Danbury, and to other places, and let the
+ {moaking ruins of well finithed and valuable houfes,

. by their fpeechlefs, but flaming oratory, melt you '

into tears, over your country’s ruin, and enkindle your
- indignation againft her barbarous, unrelenting foes,
Behold your minifters .mocked, infulted, buffeced,
mark’d out for deftruction, for their attachment to
religion and liberty, and their zeal againft illegal and

o oppreflive meafures. Behold numbers of the moff

pious and refpeltable eharaders and families, come
: ?ellcd to fly from their habitations and churches,and
eck for refuge in the uninvaded parts of the land. -
‘Behold thofe houfes of God, where the great Father.
of the univerfe, was worfhipped without fuperftitiony
~ - 3n fpirit and in truth, where the, glad tidings of great
~ joy were publithed to the.-adoring throng—where Je-
fus Chrift was held forth crucified, and the whole
counfel of God was faithfully dectared—behold thofe.
facred, magnificent, and eoftly ftru&ures, deftroyed
by fire, and levelled with the ground, or converted
- inte magazines for warlike ftores, receptacles for ra-
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’ gine and plunder, riding fchools, for the exercife of.

orfemanthip, theatres, for prophane and wanton
plays, or prifons, for ftarving, groaning, expiring
captives. Sec our unnatural foes, exulting over the
ruins they have made, foliciting foreign aid, and hiring
at an expenfive rate, German mercenaries, to
butcher their own beft friends, and ’till cruelly and
unjuftly invaded and flain, their moft affe@ionate
children. Hear the fhricks of ravithed women, the
cries of helplefs orphans, and the groans of murder-
ed patriots, Are thefe things right ? is a caufe, that

"ftands in need of, and encourages fuch meafures, the

caufe of God ? is it not glaringly the caufe of the de-
vil? can God give 3 privilgge to any man, or number
of men, to violate his own facred and immutable

. laws? Reafon, conicience, humanity, recoil at the

borrid thought ! . ,

~Can any man yet think, that the meafures of the
Britilh miniftry, in invading the lives, liberties, and
properties of the inhabitants of thele: colonies, are

‘right; lec him then read the-protefts of Lords and -

Commons, the petitions, addreffes, and remonftrances
of whole iflands, and the moft refpeftable corporati-
ons in England, againft thofe meafures—let him read
and attentively rc%!c& upon the excellent gamphlets
and fpeeches, made in England itfelf in auf behalfy
hear the worthy Bithop of St. Afaph; “My Lords”
(fays he) “we feem not to be fenfible of the high, &
important truft, which providence has committed to
our charge. The moft precious remains of civil lib~

- erty the world can now boaft of, are Jodged in our
. hands; and God forbid that we fhould viclate fo fa-

cred a depofit! By enflaving your colosies, you ruin,
pot only the peace, the commerce, and the fortuncs
ef both countrics 3 but you extinguith the fairet
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hopes, fhut up s the lat afylom of mankind, 1 thml!
my lopds, without being weakly fuperftitious, that a
" good ‘man may hope, that heaven will take part, a«
gainft the execution of 'a plan, which feems blg, not
only with mifchief, but i impiety.”
" The time would fail me, if .I fhould produce ex-

tralts from the fpeeches, and addrefles, of fome of
the wifeft and beft men in England, and in both hous

fes of parliament, who have, with indignation, repro-
“bated the meafures of the miniftry, and warmly
fpous’d the caufe of America. -
The right honorable the Earl of Chatham, the’ as
bleft and beft friend of Great-Britain now living : 4

- man, to whpfc great endowments, vaft attainments,

wife, faithful, and glorlous adminiftration, fhe was, un- -
der God, indebted, for all the great and important -

conquefts the made the laft war. This illoftrious
Statcfman,dxﬁmgmlhed Patriot, and unrivall’d bene-

_ faftor of his country, has been, from the begining,

- g warm advocate for America, Lord Camden, that
celebrated chancellor,” that great oracle of the law,
that unfhaken Patron'of the rights of mankind, that
counfcllor of unfullied honor, #nd incorruptible in-
egrity,  who facrificed a moft luerative, and highly

_ dignified .office, to the love of trpth and jullice ¢
this excellent man has, with the irrefitabfe force of.

" gemonftration, pled and juflified our caute. Many

noble Iords, and d. ftingvithed gentlemen, whofe elo- .

qucnce, virtue, gcmus, and leatning, are the gtcatcﬁ
ornaments of their country, have been zealous in our

behaxf, and approved our refiftance to the infringe- .

"~ ment of our rights, Is not then the caufe good,

which is applauded, patronized, and defended, by'

uch ccnfun*mate politicians, and exalted wonhncs

Thc iniquity of our engmics, in ﬁ(wu‘g to cruﬁ ‘
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- this caule, will appear highly aggravated, if we coaf
fider the ingratitude with which their military opes
- rations in this country, are attended. Againft whom
doth Great-Britain wage war? Againft thofe who wera
once her moft affeQionate children, her moft faithful
and hearty. friends, and who ftill, notwithftanding the
unparallelled injuries, fuffered from her, earneftly de¢
precate her.ruin, and pray for her peace and profperity.
- But once more. - Whom doth Great-Britain de<
deftroy, whofe blood doth fhe fhed, whofe houfesdoth’
fhe burn, whofe Temples doth fhe demolith, whofe
lands doth fhe dofolate, whofe ruin doth fhe feek ?
‘Why of thofe who have rejoyced in her happinefs, bes
wailed her calamities, earneftly prayed fer her welfare,
implored the greateft earthly bleflings, and the un-
fpeakable joys of immortality, in behalf of herfove<
reign, and. his . royal . houfe—who have rendered her -
the moft fignal, and important fervices, enabled her
to make the moft glorious, and extenfive conquefts;
carefled, and honored her officers and foldiers, treats
¢d them with djftinguifhed hofpitality, kindnefs, and
vefpe& ; fought, and bled at her fide, and affifted her
in the laft- war, with fo liberal a generofity, that fhe
-~ frankly aknowleged, we had gone vaftly beyond'the
- bare line of duty, and our exa& proportion of fervice,
Befides all this, the.principles of " liberty, upon
which we a&, are the fame, which expell’d James the
fecond, from the Britith throne, and feated his prefent '
majefty, and his royal anceftors upon it; and if thofe

'

principles and meafures, according to which the pre-

fent minifiry condu& themfelves, had-prevailed, at
the time of the révolution, they would effe@ually
" have prevented their acceffion toic, How hard! how
“cruel | how painful the thought ; that the beft friends
fo the principles upon which this throne was erected
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. @nd eftablithed, fhould fuffer from it, all the horrors

of war, at the inftigation of its worft enemies!
We have this further confolation to fupport us und

der onr prefent afflition; that all our affemblies on:

the continent, and the Congrefs at two feveral times,
have endeavored, by the moft humble and earneft pe-
titions to the throne, to prevent the fatal war, which
~ pow ragesand defolates our Jand. Every expedient,
that human fagacity could di&ate, to divert the ga-

thering ftorm, has been tried : both houfes of parlias

ment, and the people of England and Ireland, have
been moft affe@tionately addrefled and fupplicated, to
pity and relieve us, and fuffer us to enjoy our ancien¢
- privileges; and’it was not until every pacific meafure
failed, and our petitions were fcornfully treated, and
rejected, and a powerful fleet and army had a&ually
#nvaded us and fhed our blood ; that we took up arms;

§n behalf of our lives andliberties. Our caufe theres

" fore, my dear brethren, is not only good, but it has

been prudently condu@ed: Be therefore of good cous
rage; it is a glorious caufe: It is the caufe of truth,
againft error and falfhood s the caufe of righteoufnefs

againft iniquity 5 the caufe; of the opprefled againft
the oppreflor; the caufe of pure and “undefiled religi-
_ony againtt bigotry, fupesftition, & human inventions.
It is the caufe of the reformation, againft popery; of
fiberty, again(t arbitrary power; of benevolence, a-
‘gainft barbarity, and of virtue againft vice. Itis the

caufe of juftice and integrity, againft bribery, venali- -

ty, and corraption. . In fhort,it is the caufe of heaven
- sgainit hell—of the kind Parent of the univerfe, a-
gainft the prince of darknefs, and the deftroyer of the
human race. It is the caufe, for which heroes have
fought, patriots bled, prophets, apoftles, martyrs, cons
feffors, and righteous men have died : Nay, itis &

;
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“catife, for which the Son of God came down frot¥
his celeltial throne, and expired on a crofs---—it-is &
caufe, for the fake of which, your pious anceftors
forfook all the delights and enjoyments of England,
that land of wealth and plenty, and came to this ence

- howling wildernefs, deftitute of -heutes, cultivated

fields, the comforts and conveniencies of life. This is
a caufe, for the prolperity of which, millions of fzints
are praying, and our gracious High Pricft is intercce-
ding: it is a caufe, which thoufands, and ten thou-
fands of our friends in England .and lreland, are pa-
tronizing, and for which, even the confciences of out
_very enerhies are pleading : therefore do not defpond,
iy dear btethren, at the prefent gloomy profpects. -
The caufe of God--his own caufe, muft prefper, int

~ Ipite of earth and hell-~God will effe@ually plead it

he will plead it by his almighty word, his all conquer«
ing fpirit, and his over ruling providence. No wea+
pon formed againft Zion, fhall profper : every tongue
that rifeth up againft her, fhall be condemned: Godis -
in the midft of her, the fhall not be moved: God wil -

- 'help her, and that right eaily : Truft ye therefore in

~the Lord Jehovah, for in the.Lord Jehovah there is e«
verlalting ftrength. Caft all your burdens and careg
upon the Lord, and he will fuftain you-——he will never
fuffer the righteous to be moved. Eminent Divines,

. - eelebrated pocts, have given it as their opinion, that

* America will be a glorious land of freedom, knowledge,
and religion,—an afylum for diftrefled, oppreffed, and
perfecuted virtue. Let this exhilerating thought, fire
your fouls, and give new ardor and encovragement to -
your hopes—you coatend not only for your own hap-
pinefs, for your dear. relations ; for the happinefs of
the prefent inhabitants of America; but you contend
for the happinefs of milliops yet unborn. Exers theres
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Horé; Jour utmoft efforts, ftrain every netve, dd all yo#

~ can to promote this caufe—plead earneftly with God, . -
_ “in its behalf, by continual prayer and fupplication; by
repentance and reformation, by forfaking every vice,

‘the prattice of univerfal virtue. Be ready to fight for
_it, and maintain it to the laft drop of your bleod.
'\ Herein was the love of God manifefied, that be laid dews
:bis bfe for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the
:bresbren.  Pray for the happy period when tyranny,
‘oppreffion, and wretchednefs fhall be banithed fromthe
‘earth; when univerfal love and libertys peace & righ=_
teoufnefs, fhall prevail ; when angry contentions fhall

be no more, and wars fhall ceafe. even unto the ends .

of the earth. When the Jews fhall be brought ints
~ the chriftian church, with the fulnefs of the Genrtiles,
~ andall Hrael fhall be faved. When the celeftial court
and the heaven of heavens fhall refound with joyful .
- acclamations, becaufe the kingdoms of this world, are’
- become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chrift.
Haflen 1his bleffed., this-long wifp’d for period, O Fatber of
" gurcies, for thy dear Son's fake. AMEN, and AMENg
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