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ﬂdwrt{/'ement 20 the Reader.

TH E great myftery of godline[s according to St. Paul,

is God manifefted in the flefb, and fuffering to redeem a
fallen world. This was the grand important truth, con-
tained in the original promife made to our firft parents, typi-
f¥’d by all the ceremonies and facrifices of the Mofaic oecono-
my, and preditted by all the prophets. This whichhas been
the delightful fubjelt of the author’s contemplation and mi-
nifterial labours, is the principal topic of the enfuing dif-
cour(e which-is now prefented to the public by particular
requeff. If this feeble attempt to lifp the great redeemer’s
praife, may through the grace of God be happily infrumen-
tal, in raifing bonourable thoughts of bim, in the minds of
men, and fbedding abroad bis love in their bearts. If it
Should be the means of exciting penitential remorfe and true
bolimefs in the [ouls of impenitent finners, and enflaming
the gratitude of every fincere chriftian to bis dying [aviour,
Jinally, if it may tend to advance the interefts of virtue, de-
Jroy the empire of fin, and promote a charitable, catholic,
and benevolent  difpofition, the author will rejoice that be
bas not beretw laboured in vain.

Jamaica, Feb. 235, 1774.

A. KETELTAS.
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- 2 CORINTHIANS viil. 9.
Forye knmow the grace of our Lord Fefus Chrift, that
though be was rich, yet for your [akes br became poor, that
ye through bis poverty migit be rich.

INTRODUCTION,

O difpofition is more amizble in itfelf, none more

attracts the regard, efteem, and admiration of
mankind, than that which prompts a perfon to facrifice
his eafe, his comfort, his reputation, and his life, for
the welfare of his friends and country. I could ealily
relate a number of inftances from facred and profane
hiftory to confirm the truth of this obfervation, Iwill
only mention one, taken from the infpired volure;
which is that of Moses THE CELEBRATED LAwGIvER
AND LEeaper oF Tae Jews. This great and illuftrious
perfonage drawn out of the river NiLE, by the daugh-
ter of Pharoh, was by her adopted and introduced into
all the luxury, fplendaur and magnificence of . her. fa-
ther’s court. Here he was raifed to an almoft, regal dig-
nity, and enjoyed all the pleafures, delicacies, riches
and honours of human life. Here he was furrounded,
fiattered and ferved by obfequious and fubmiffive no-
bles, and enjoyed the company of wife and learned men,
for which EcypT was famous. Here he at once pof-
feffed the delights of fenfe, the fweets of philofophy,
the charms of human literature and the glories of
earthly grandcur. Here he enjoyed aLL that ambition
could defire, or royal bounty could beftow. But did
Mofes content himfelf with this great variety of fublu-
nary blifs ? Did he reft fatisfied with the charms and
allurements of Egypt ? No, Mofes, although come to
years (when ambition is ftrongeft) refufed to be called the
fon of Pharoab’s daughter, and choofe rather to fuffer af-
Jliction for the people of God, than to enjoy the pleafures of
fenfe for a feafon. Animated with love, and influenced
by compaffion to his {uffering brethren, he magnani-
moufly renounced the pleafures of life, and the fplen-
dour of Pharoah’s court for a ftate of diftrefs, pain ,and
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reproach, he renounced the eafe, the opulence, and the
delights of a palace, for the indigence, difficulties, and
horrors of a wafte and howling wildernefs. Nay fogreat’
and difinterefted was the love of Mofes for his brethren,
that he not only deny’d himfelf the comforts and
chearfully fubmitted to the miferies of human- life,
but was willing to be rejected with his family, and to
become a poor outcaft and vagabond for their fake.
‘When Jehovah threatned to reject the rebellious Ifra-
lites. How earneftly did Mofes plead for them ? With
what tears of love and compaffion, did he depricate
the divine judgments, and implore his maker’s for-
givenefs in their behalf ? After they had affronted their
infinite benefa&tor in the moft outragious manner, by
paying their homage, praife and adoration to a golden
calf, and he was ready to extirpate their remembrance
from the face of the earth: Mofes interceeded for them,
faying, O Lord! this people have finned a great fin, and
bave made them gods of gold, yet now, if thou wilt forgive
gbeir fin, and if mot, blot me I pray thee ont of thy book
twbich thou baft written. Was ever love to mankind

ftronger, and more difinterefted ? Was ever benevo-

lence nobler and more exalted than that of Mofes ?

"Yes my brethren, I €an uire&t your thoughts toa much

more exalted, an infinitely fublimer love, to a benevo-

Yence inconceivably more noble and difinterefted, a be-

nevolence which not only eclipfes that of Mofes, but

obfcures and infinitely tranfcends the united benevo-
lence and kind offices of all the friends of the human
race, and this is no other than that wondrous love,
mentioned by the infpired apoftle in my text, in which

he thus addrefies the Corinthians, ¢ For ye know the °

¢ grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, that tho’ he was

“ rich, yet, for your fakes he became poor, that ye

$¢ through his poverty might be rich.”

The chapter of which our text is a part, with the
following, may be well called a charity Fcrmon, for in
it the main defign of the apoftle is to perfuade the
Corinthians toa liberal contribution, for the poor faines

at



_—r.r) — ~-—>'T T —— S,

at Jerufalem. In this fermon, the apoftle employs a
variety of motives and arguments to excite them to
this great and importdnt duty. He exhorts them by
the illuftrious example of the Macedogians who gave
beyond their ability—By their own former prompt-
nefs to beftow—By his commendation of their gene-
rofity, which he begged them not to difcredit, and thus
make bim, not to fay themfelves athamed—By the con-
fideration of the manna, which was diftributed to all
alike, and only profited fo far as it was employed, for
immediate and neceffary ufes, but corrupted and fpoiled
when hoarded up by the hand of avarice--By the{canty
harveft of him who fowed fparingly, and confequently
by the greatnefs of the heavenly reward proportioned
to the greatnefs of our charity and kind offices—By
the obvious propriety and neceflity of the duty in or-
der to prove our chriftian charater—By the natural
readinefs of every one to give alms, who is under the
power of divine grace—By the thanks and prayers of
thofe whom they relieved, which would procure for
them the Almighty’s blefling—DBy the fpiritual favours
God had fo liberally beftowed upon them—And by
the promiies they had made to contribute to the necef-
{ities of their poor fellow-chriftiags.

All thefe arguments the apoftle employs to excite
the Corinthians to liberality ; but there is one arﬁu-
ment more which he urges to this Eurpofe, which is
more weighty than all the reft, which is more power-
ful than every other motive, and the moft efficacious
fpring of all evangelical obedience, and that is the in-
finite benevolence of Chrift propofed for their contem-

lation and intimation in the text. For ye know, fays
e, the grace of our Loord Jefus Chrift, that though he
was rich, yet for your fakes he became cFoor, that ye
through his poverty might be rich. In difcourfing on
thefe affeéting aftonifhing words I fhall endeavour by
divine affiftance . )
1. To 1givc: you a reprefentation of the glorious per-

fon, whof¢ tranfcendent kindnefs is celebrated in our
text



“text, and explain to you the meaning of his reng
rich.

2. To difplay his amazing condefcenfion, beaevo-
lence and grace, in becoming poor, althouoh rich.

3. To confider the perfons for whom this illuftrious
faviour thus impoverifhed himfelf.

4. The advantages which refult to them from his
voluntary poverty, fufferings and condefcenfion.

Laitly. The ufe we ought to niake of thefe ftupen-
dous truths, and the influencethey ought to have upon
our hearts and conduét.

And God grant that I may fo fpeak, and you may
fo hear, that thofc who have hitherto remained un-
moved by, may now favingly feel the all-powerful con-
ftraints of  their redeemer’s love; and that thofe who
are his true difciples may grow and increafe in grace,
and in the knowledge and efteem of their Lord and
Saviour Jefus Chrift. Amen.

I. Then I am to give you a reprefentation of that
glorious perfon, whofe tranfcendent kindnefs i is cele-
brated in the text, and explain to you the meaning of
his being rich. But before I attempt this agreeable t“ik
I beg leave to obferve, that no created imaoination
can conceive, much lefs can a mortal tongue exprefs,
except In a very imperfect manner, the g"eatnefs ex-
cellencies and glories of the divine ‘redeemer. Theyare
all like his nature, infinite, and therefore cannot be
meafured or diiplay ed by a finite hand, they can only
be meafured by him who meafureth the fea in the hollow
of his hand. The fainis in glory who have heard the
livelieft and jufteft defcriptions of Immanuel upon
earth, are conftrained to acknowledge, as the Queen of
Sheba did with regard to Soiomon ; the one half of
his divine character has not been told us, what do I
fay? the one half, the thoufandth part of our redeemer’s
glories, cannot be exhibited upon earth. When we fhall
come to fee him face to face, in the manfions of blifs,
with what tumults of meltmor oratitude ? With what
tranfports of inexpreflible admiration fhall we not cry

-
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out ? Is this he who loved me and died for me ? Did
fuch a God die for fuch a worm ? O ftupendous con-
defcenfion ! Vaft, unparallelled infinite grace and be-
nevolence. The apottle in our text ftyles this adorable .
perfon, our Lord Jefus: Chrift, each of thefe titles if
fully explained, might afford matter fufficient for a
difcourfe, but I fhall not enlarge upon thefe points 3
a brief illuftration of them, is all the prefent occafion
will permit. : -
The word Jefus, is equivalent to the Hebrew name
of Jofhua, which fignifies a faviour, and was given to
our redeemer by the angel, as the propereft to mani-
feft the defign of his incarnation, which was tofave pe-
rittent and believing finners. 2e fhall call bis name Fefus
(fays the angel) For be fhall fave bis people from their
Sins. The name Chrift here afcrib’d to our redeemer, is
of the fame import with the Hebrew word Meffiah,
which fignifies anointed, and teaches us, that our
blefled Immanuel was anointed by the father with the
holy fpirit, and folemnly ‘confecrated, to be the pro-
phet, prieft, and king, of his church. The title Lord,
fignifies one who has power and authority over others,
to prefcribe laws for the rule of their condud, call them
to an acceunt for their difobedience to his commands,
reward the loyal, and punifh the refractory and rebel-
lious. Jefus Chrift is Lord in the fublimeft fenfe of the
word, as he is our creator, our preferver, our redeemer,
our lawgiver and our final judge. Chrift, as our
creator has ‘the beft right in us, and an uncon-
troulablg authority over us; For what title can be fo
ftrong, as that of the creator to the creature, brought
into exiftence by his infinite power. As our preferver
he hath delivered our foul from death, our eyes from
tears, and our fect, from falling, By the fupplies of
- his providence, and by the exertions of his power,
wifdom and goodnefs, he has nourithed and brought
us up as children, conferred upon us innumerable fa-
vours, and delivered us from dangers and deftruction
to which we have been continually ¢xpofed, and fthcrc-
or¢
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fore what vaffal can belong to his fovereign by fo firm
an obligation, as wedo tohim? If we have a right to
the flaves we raife, feed and cloath, how infinitely bet-
ter a right has he in us, arifing from his continual fup-
port and maintenance. He has not only created and
preferved, but he has redeemed us by the infinite price
of his own moft precious blood. When we were the
prifoners of divine juftice, and fo liable to death and
everlafting damnation, he bought us, he laid down his
life as a ranfom for us, and therefore no flave whatever
bought with money, is by infinite odds, fo much the
lega% property of his mafter, as we are the acquired
property of Chrift by redemption. Moreover the
blefied Jefus is the great lord chief juftice of the uni-
verfe, before whofe tremendous bar, all the inhabitants
of heaven and earth fhall be arraigned, and by whofe
final fentence they fhall be doomed to endlefs happinefs
or everlafting mifery. What an infinitely, great and
auguft perfonage is this, and how well doth he deferve
the title not on%v of Lorp, but of Lorp of Lorps.

The word Kurios, Dominus, or Lord, is looked upon
by fome divines as fignifying the fame thing with the
Hebrew word §ebovab, the incommunicable namc of
the eternal God, which is frequently afcribed to Jefus
Chrift in the Old Teftament, and which imports the
felf-exiftence, independence, fupreme power, uncon-
.troulable efficacy and univerfal dominion of the moft
high, and is a title of fuch fuperlative excellence, that
Auguftus and T'iberius, both of them Roman Em-
perors, and the firft the moft powerful and univerfal
earthly prince that ever fway’d a fceptre, refufed to
affume it to themfelves, and by their public editts,
forbid the application of it to t{em upon any account
whatever, Orrofius an antient hiftorian, affigns this
reafon for thofe ediéts, ¢ Since Chrift (fays he) during
“ the reign of thefe two emperors had affumed our
“ nature, and altually lived amongft us, it was not
“ fitting any man fhould take upon him the name of
“ Lord, whilft the undoubted Lord of all mankind
“ was converfant here upon carth, That



God, nond can doubt, who firmly believe, and pro-
perly underftand, the infpired writings. There he is
exprefsly ftiled the Alpha and the Omega, the begining
and the ending, the firft and the laft, who is, and who
was, and who is to come, the almighty; and what
more juft and precife definition of the felf-exiftent deity
can we defire, than thefe remarkable and emphatical
words ?* The apoftic in our text afferts, concerning
this divine perfon, that he was rich ; this pointI fhall
now endeavour to prove and explain to you from thofe
authentic records concerning him, contained in the in-
{pired volumg, by which we are afiured, that he pof-
fefled every thing great and excellent that can.accom-
pany wealth, or be procured by it, yea infinitely more.

1. He was rich in all the perfeftions, attributes, and
dz%gizity of the divine nature. In him dwells all the fullnefs
of the godhead bodily, ¢he is that word which was in
the beginning with God, which was God, by whom
all things were made, and without him not fo much as
a fingle being was brought into exiftence, .he rounded
in his bhands thofe enormous globes that are fixed
or revolve in the firmament, he bowl’d them flaming
through the vaft profound, and heexerts that conftant
and unremitting energy which is the life and fupport
of the univerfe, he is the only wife God, as well as our
faviour, his wifdom plan’d that vaft, complicated ftu-
pendous fyftem, the leaft part of which confounds the
pride of human underftanding, and aftonithes the
fublimeft mortal mind. His wildom plan’d all the laws
of nature, and arrang’d the various parts of this beauti-
ful creation, with fuch confummate fkill, that to ex-

* The facred “riptures abound with a variety and multitade of proofs,
that our Lord jefus Chriff is the fupreme eternal God. s #he/e in-
Jallible oracles, divine names, titles, attributes, homours, avorks, and
worfbip, are afcribed unto bim. And indeed if be bad nat been poffeffed
of @ mature properly divine be could not bave executed the infinitely
great, and important work of our redemption. If be bad been a meor
creature, be could not have merited eternal life for usy or procerad us a
releafe from everlafting mifery 8y his fuffering. - .

| B plain
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‘plain the ftruéture of the leaft confiderahle. of them,
and affign the reafons thereof, is the greateft effort of
human fagacity. His power is vaft and infinite, he
meafureth the wide extended watery world in the hollow
of his hand, and meetcth out the vaft circuit of the
heavens with a {pan, he comprehendeth all the duft of
the earth, all the folid contents of the terraqueous
globe in 2 meafure, he weigheth the enormous moun-
tains in fcales-and the endlefs hills in a ballance.
He fills immenfity with his prefence and nothing
is hid from his all-feeing eye and where two or
three are gathered together in his name he is pre-
fent in the midft of them, the royal pfalmift de-
clares that of old he laid the foundations of the
earth and that the heavens are the works of his
hands, that they fhall perifh, but that he fhall en-
- dure, that they ali fhall wax old as doth a gar-
ment, that he fhall changeethem like a vefture and
they fhall be changed but that he fhall continue
the fame and that his years fhall have no end.
2. The Lord fefus Chriff was rich on account of
bis almighty and boundlefs deminion and the immenfe
number and exalted dignity of bis fubjeils. He was
fovereign of the whole heavenly hierarchy, and univer-,
fal nature is under his imperial fway. Angels are his mi-
niftring fervants and Devils tremble at his wrath, The
beloved apoftle {peaking of the angels who continually
" worthip the lamb and furround his throne fays the num-
ber of them was ter: thoufand times ten thoufand, and
thoufands of thoufands. Saint Paul declares that by him
were all things created that are in heaven and that
are in earth, vifible and invifible, whether they be
thrones or dominions, or principalities, or powers.
All things were created by him and for him, and he is
before all things, and by him all things confift, and the
fame apoftle affures us, that he is far above all princi-
pality and power, and might, and dominion, and every
name that is named, not only in this world, but alfo in

that which is to come, His throne is eftablifhed in the
) heavens
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heavens and his "kingdom ruleth over all, he hath
on his vefture and on his thigh % name written
king of kings and lord of lords. He was anoint-
ed with the oil of gladnefs above his feliows and he
fits at his father’s. right hand, angels and authorities
and powers, being made fubje& o him. Is he a
mighty monarch who has Kings and prmces for
his fubjets? How powerful then is the Lord Je-
fus Chnft, whofc miniftering {fpirits angels arc
even angels who fo excel in ftength, that only
one of them in one night flew 185000 men 1n the
camp of the Affyrians.

3. The Lord Fefus Chrift was rich cn account of
bis wvajt poffcffions and_<wide extended Mingdows. The
revering patriarch juftly ftiles him, the moft high
God, the poffeflor of heaven and earth His em-
pire is fo great, that no finite underftanding can
ftate its limits or compute its boundlefs dimenfions,
it is higher than heaven, what can we fee, it is
deeper than hell, what can we know the meafure
thercof is longcr than the earth, it is broader than
the fea. It is faid, the Spanmms boaft, that
the fun never fets upon their king’s dominions; but
with regard to the king of glory, we - may truly affirm
that he poITJI'es and governs immenic regions far be-
yond the utmoft limits of the fun’s light, heat or in-
luence. We are apt to think the B: itith empire very
large and all its inhabitants a very great multitude,
but the Britifh empire with all its inhabitants, is but
a very inconfiderable part of the terraqueous glob» and
the innumerable fwarms of animals that live upon it:
And yet the whole terraqueous globe with all its innu-
mcrable fwarms of living creatures, compared to the
vaft and unlimited empire &f the Meffish is lefs than
nothing and vanity. See what the evangellical prophet
fays on this fubjeét in one of the fublimeft difcourfes
that ever was penned. Behold (fays he) the nations are
as a drop of the bucket, and are counted as the fmall
duft of the ballance, bdlold’ he taketh up the ifles as a

very
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little thing 3l nations before him are as nothing

m are counted lefs than nothing and vanity. *
4. The Lord Sefus Cbr:fp was rich in every moral and
intellecinal accomplifoment and peffeffed of every grace and
virtue. He was the lamb of God without blemith and
without fpot. He was perfet innocence and the holy
one by way of eminence. He didno iniquity neither
was guile found in his lips. We beheld his glory fays the
apoftle as the glory of the only begotten of the father
full of graceand truth. all the combined excellencies and
moral charms of men and angels, centered in Chrift
and fhone forth with tranfcendent luftre. ' With him
were hid all the treafures of knowledge and wifdom.
He was the brightnefs of the fathers glory and the ex-
prefs image of his perfon. His underftanding was in
finitcly capacious, his nature infinitely holy, and his
difpofition infinitely benevolent and amiabte. .
5, Tbe Lord Fefus Chirf was rich in all the bappinefs
of beaven. This happinefs was great in proportion to the
infinite joys of paradife and the comprehenfive capacity
of the redeemer’s mind. Our faviour lay in the bofom
of the father before the world was, and the bofom of
the father denotes the very fummit of poffible happi-
nefs. Our blefled Immanuel fpeaks of this in the 8th,
chapter of the Proverbs of Solomon, the Lord (fays he)
poffcfled me in the begining of his way; before his
works of old, I was fet up from everlafting, from the be-
ining or ever the earth was. When he prepared the
vens I was there, when he appointed the foundation
of the earth: then I was by him as one brought up
with him, and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always

+If every fixed flar is a centre to ‘i:rramrdin aworlds, avbich for cught
- T ean fee 10 the contrary, isa wery probable hypothéfis how infinitely
- great muf} the redeemer’s poaver be, and how amazing the number and ex-
tent of bis domi.:ions 2 Noaw that the creator and Lord of fo many thou-
Jand worlds, foculd fuffer the greatefl pains and die on a crofs for the
guilty inbabitants of this fmall jpeck of creation, efpecially avhen belet
- falln angels to perifb in their fins, isa thought in the higheft digree
aftonifbiug affeliing andtranfporting, the mcft powerful te fill ur beaits
with gratitude and compel us to /,«cl_g chedience.

before



( 13 ) -

before him. O the immentfe, the inconceivable felicity,
of being thus in the bofom of the father ! enjoying all
the delights of his all-fufficient nature, and the infi-
nitely tranfporting emanations of his almighty love.
In heaven the Lord Jefus Chrift enjoyed the company,
the praifes and adorations of the angels, thofe pure and
unclouded minds, fo eminent for the vaft compafs of
their underftandings, and the fpotlefs fanétity of their
natures. Who can conceive the amazing and extatic
raptures, which muft have refulted to our Lord, from
the intimate converfe, the fublime devotions, the
flaming zeal, the obedient love, the fubmiffive adora-
tions, the ready and faithful fervices of thofe exalted
and powerful fpirits. Thus, my dear brethren, the
Lord Jefus Chrift was rich in all the perfettions of the
divine nature, rich in the boundiefs extent of his do-
minion, rich in the immenfe fwarms of his fubjects,
rich in all the endowments of his own vaft and com-
E;chenﬁvc mind, and rich in.all the boundlefs and un-
tnown joys of paradife. Yet though he was thus
armmazingly, thus immenfely rich, yet he emptied him-
felf of thofe glorious treafures, he laid afide this tran-
icendent dignity, he left thefe divine honours, and fub-
mitted to the meaneft condition, and loweit abafement
for our fakes. This infinite mind, this great foul, be-
came an infant and grew in wifdom ; this exalted and
fublime fpirit, converfed with fimple and ignorant
fithermen ; this holy one of Ifrael, pitched his taber-
nacle among finners and blafphemers, and fubmitted to
be treated as fuch: The divine faviour, though he
was in the form of God, yet made himfelf of no repu-
tation, and took upon him the form of a fervant, and
being found in fathion, as a«man he humbled himiclf,
and became obedient unto death, even the death of

the crofs. But this leads me to the
2d. General head of my difcourfe, which was, o cor-
Sfider the cinazing condefcerfion, benevolence, and grace of
cur Lord Fefus Chrift, in becoming poor although thus rich.
How then did the lord of life and glory become i;;sm‘?

t
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this he did by taking on him human nature, and tha"
in a low condition, and by fuffering all thofe evilsand
miferies, which are the attendants of poverty and mean
circamftances. Altho’ it would have been great con-
defcenfion in him to have been born of the moft il-
luftrious princefs, 2ad in the moft magnificent palace
in the world ; yet he chofe to be born of a poor vir-
gin, to make his firft appearance in a homely ftable,
and to lay his tender limbs, in a hard and uneafy
manger ; and the fequel of his life anfwered to the be-
ginning of it. Although the foxes had holes, and the
birds of the air had nefts, the fon of man had not
where to lay his head. So poor was this divine perfo-
nage, that he fubfifted either by his own labour, or on
the charities of pious women and friends who minif-
tered to him of their fubftance. When called upon for
tax money he had nothing to pay, till Peter had taken
a fifh with a pieccof filver in its belly; often he had not
a farthing to buy himie}f bread, his diet was of the
homelieft kind, his dwelling place the huts and cot-
tages of his few indigent difciples. His apoftles and
conftant companions were poor illiterate fifhermen,
not one rich man being of the number. Thus for our
{akes he was reduced to poverty, nay to beggary as
the Greek word in our text imports.

But Chrift not only fuffered poverty itfelf, but its
ulual, though not conftant attendants. He fuffered the
vileft contempt, the moft unparrallelled unkindnefs,
the bittereft forrow, the moft outrageous cruelty and
the moft tormenting pains.

1. He fuffered the vileft and moft abjelt contempt. This
Lord of angcls was led about by the Devil his inveter-
ate foc and expofed to his infolent and horrid temptati-
ons. He was defpifed and rejected of men. He was
called by way of contempt, the Galilean, the Nazarcne, -
the carpenter, the carpenter’s fon; a companion of
publicans and harlots, a confederate with the Devil,
a glutton, a drunkard, a blafphemer and a traitor. He
came unto his own, but his own received him not. He

was
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was treated not only as the meaneft but the vileft of
mankind, he was fcourged, mocked, and fpit upon, he
was arrayed with the enfigns of mock royalty; a worn
. out purple was thrown over his body, a crown of thorns
was placed on his head, and a {ceptre of reed put into
his hand. He was {mitten on the face by the fervant
of the high prieft, fet at mought by Herod and hismen
of war, gcricled by the Roman foldiers, blindfolded and
buffeted by an enraged populace among whom he had
wrought fo many miracles of love. They fmote him
'when blindfolded, and faid unto him, prophefy thou
Chrift who 1t is, that {mote thee? When nailed to the
crofs they bowed down to himinderifion, and faid, hail
king of the Jews! and even in the agonies of death,
which generally difarm the moft inveterate malice,
they mocked his expiring groans, faying he faved others
himfelf he cannot fave. It he be the Chrift, the Mef-
fiah, let him comedown from the crofsand we will be-
lieve him. They prefered a robber and a murderer
before him, and crucified him between two thieves as
the moft atrocious offender of the three. When Pilot
would have releafed him they faid away with him, cru-
cify him! crucify him! which was the moft fhameful and
painful death they could infli¢t, being the punifhment
of flaves, and 'from which a Roman citizen was ex-
empted. His benevolent admonitions were flighted,
his aftonifhing miracles afcribed to an infernal power,
his whole miniftry was difregarded, he was betrayed by
one apoftle, denied by another, and in the extremity
of his grief perfidioufly forfaken by all.

2. Hemet with the moft unkind and 1ungrateful treatmgnt.
The world was made by him, yet the world knew him
not, the inhabitants of Nazareth who ought to have
gloried in his refidence amongft them; as they were
not ignorant of his divine and benevolent difpofition,
the inhabitants of Nazareth thruft him out to the
brow of the mountain on which their city was built,
in order to caft him headlong from the precipice.
Altho’ he fhewed the Jews many good works lflrj!:hm

is



e aling.

( 16 ) ~
his dather, they bafely attempted ¢o flone him, When
he was weeping over their obftinate impeniteace and
deploring their approaching ruin, they were fecretly
and malicioufly confpiring to put him to a meft cruel |
death. Whillt he was labouring for their fpiritual
good and fpeaking more forcibly and affeGtionately
than ever man fpake, theys endeavoured to infnare
him by their difcourfe, and propofed the meft infidi-
ous queftions in order to draw words out of him that
might endanger his-Life. 'I'hofe who eat his bread lift
up his heel againft him. His beloved Peter, his bofom
friend, denied him when he ftood moft in need of his
friendly acknowledgments, he denied the dear redeem-
er o his face, hedenied him before the Jewifh council,
he thrice denied him with oaths and curfes, which wege
like fo many daggers to the redeemers heart, his dif-
ciples who had long experienced his inviolable fidelity,
:and hjs unfhaken friendfhip, who had long been con-
vinged of his divine miflion, bafely and treacheroufly
forfook him in the hour of his diftrefs, nay in the
midft of his concern for their welfare, -they bafely left
this lamb of God to be worried and torn to pieces by
inhuman wolves, without attempting any thing in his
faveur, his own creatures who were formed by his
hand, fupported by his bounty, and for whom he was
about to fhed his precious blood, were clamarous for
his condemnaticn and crucifixion. O thou ever loving!
ever lovely faviour! never was a benefaftor fo un-
gratefully treated, never was there fuch bafe unkind-
nefs returned, as was offered to thy facred perfon.

3. He was overwichmed with ihe bittereft forrow, what
are the principal caufes of our grief? The anger of
thofe we tenderly love, the unkind treatment of thofe
whofe love we deferve, the diftrefics of our friends, the
fruitlefsnefs of our endeavours for-the good of others,
the awful impenitency, incorrigible wickednefs, and
eternal deftruction of thofe whom we tenderly pity ;
all thefe caufes confpired to diftrefs and overwhelm
the tender heart of our dear Ymmanuel, and therefore

well
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well might he adopt the words of the mourning prb-
phet, and fay, behold ! and fee, all ye that pafs by if
thiere be any forrow like unto my forrow which is done
unto me, wherewith the Lord hath afliGed me in the
day of his fierce anger. He was indeed a man of for-
rows, and acquaintedwith grief. Under the views and
apprehenfions of his father’s wrath ; he himfelf tells
us ; that his foul was forrowful, exceeding forrowful,
forrowful even unto death. The Greek words, em-
ployed by the evangelifts, to defcribe our Saviour’s
grief, are awfully emphatical, and import that he was
aflailed with forrow on every fide, and that his diftrefs
was vchement, and aftonifhing beyond conception.
He was penetrated with forrow, at the ingkatituij:: and
perfidioufnefs of his friends, the cruel and inveterate
malice of his enemies, and their confequent mi-
feries and deftruction. With what a melting heart,
with what weeping eyes did he not lament the obfti-
nacy, and ruin of Jerufalem? When he came near
(fays the evangelift) he beheld the city, and wept over
it, and faid: O Jerufalem! Jerufalem! thou tha.
killedft my prophets, and ftonedft them that were
fent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy
children together, as a hen gathereth her brood under
her wings, butye wouldnot? O that thou, even thou!
hadft known, at leaft in this thy day, the things that
belong to thy peace, but now they are hidden from
thine eyes. |
4. He fuffered tbe acuteft and moft racking pain, the
moft violent asd [evere torments. His enemies ftudioufly
cruel, obliged him to drink the cup of wrath and
aftonithment, even to the very dregs. He fuffered
thie diftrefles of hunger and thirft, heat and cold, la-
bour and wearinefs, he uttered feeble, infantile cries
in the manger, and ftrong expiring groans on the ac-
curfcd’tta'czgc He was ﬁni?t%n, ilir'ickgcfr of God, and af-
flited. He was wounded for our tranfgreffions, and
bruifed for our iniquities, he was at once forfaken of
God, and abandoned by énen. H
' ‘ 4



- He gave his back to the fmiters, and his cheeks
to them that plucked out the hair, he hid not his ve-
nerable face frc n thame and fpitting,  he went gal-
« Jed with the lathes of the icourge, and penetrated
« with the pungent thorn; thus, thus, he went to his
“ jgnominious, to his tormenting exit.” -When rea-
dy to faint with the fmart of the ftripes he had re-
ceived, and the crown of thorns, he wore, the merci-
lefs Jews, beyond meafure barbarous, loaded him with
the weight of his own crofs, and then cruelly nailed
him upon it. ‘There, there he hung for fix painful
hours, enduring unutterzblc imart, and the moft
amazing anguith, and when he cryed, I thirft, they
gave him vinegar, mingled with gall to drink, thus
adding every bitter ingredient to his cup of forrow..
This he fuffered from the hands of men : But O! how
much greater was the diftrefs he felt, from the hand
of G Who can conceive the horrors of his mind,
and the feverity of his fufferings, when he cried out,
Father, i it be poflible, let rfus cup pafs from me ?
Who can tell the extremity of his anguifh, when in
the days of his fleth, he offered up fupplications,
with ftrong crying and tears unto Him, who was
able to fave him from death? Who can tell what he
endured in the garden of Gethfemane, when in the
bitter agonies of his foul, he fweat great drops of
blood? What created imagination can comprehend
the exceflive forrow, that overwhelmed his mind,
when he cried out, my God ! my God! why haft thou -
forfaken me? Thus the Lord Jefus Chrift endured
the fevereft torments from the rage of men; thus,
thus, he bore the infinite weight of the wrath of Ged,
till he funk under the awful burden, and expired oa
the accurfed tree. Thus he fainted, bled, and greaned,
and died, his facred body was cruelly mangid. and
then laid in the filent grave, '
. “ Darknefs his curtain, and his bed the
“ Tho’ fun and ftars are duft beneath his throne.”
Surely never did a prince banifhed from his throne,

by
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by the fury of his rebellious fubjefts, robbed of his,
authority, and forced to wander and work as a flave,
in the kingdom he once governed, make a meaner
and more abje&t appearance, than Jefus, the Lord
of glory. I have read of Edward the 2d, who onc:
filled the imperial throne of Great-Britain, and a:-
rayed in royal robes, reccived the hamage of her i-
luftrious nobles ; that this unhappy Monarch was led
about for a fhew, by his rebellious fubjeéts, fhaved on
the high way, with dirty water taken out of a ditch,
and at laft inhumanly put to death, by a red hot irca
thruft into his body, which caufed him to utter the
moft horrid fkrieks. When I read this difmal ftory,
my heart melted within me, at the affe@ing view of
fallen Majefty ; But O ! what is this in comparifon
of the Creator and Lord of the univerfe, led to cru-
cifixion by the vileft and meaneft of his creatures ?
What is this in comparifon of the king of angels and
men, fcoul;ged, mocked and fpit upon? What is this
in comparifon of an incarnate God, fweating blood
through extremity of angliifh, tormented with lin-
gering pains, on a crofs, crying out with a loud voice,
and giving up the ghott,

Thus, my Brethren, ye fee the grace of our Lord
Jefus Chrift, that though rich, yet he for our fakes
became poor. This high and mighty poffefior of all
things left his throne o% glory for the pangs of death,
He quitted all the happinefs of the paradife of God,
for all the miferies of this vale of tears. He left the
company and adorations of angels, for the infults and
blafphemies of men and devils, all the facred delights
of his father’s bofom, for all the wretchednefs of s
finful world. O the amazing poverty! the aftonith.
ing condefcenfion of our Lord Jefus Chrift |

The apoftle afcribes this voluntary poverty of our
Lord, and his furprizing humiliation -to his grace, *

| Ca2 Ye

* The word grace is ufed in various fenfes in the holy fcriamres.-.

1. It fignifies the abfolute, free, uomerited, eternal love of God t¢
" finpars,
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Ye know (fays he) the grace of our Lord Jefus Chritt,
by the word of grace is here undoubtedly meant, the
benevolence, or kind difpofition of our Lord Jefus
Chrift, towards finners, who deferved his difpleafure
and eyerlafting damnation.  The incarnation, poverty
and fufferings of our Lord, were all the effets of free,
rich, and fovereign love, to which we could not plead
the leaft title. The fcriptures are very exprefs ; that
the falvation of fallen man, from the feundation to
the top-ftone, is all the work of unmerited, unpa-
ra.lcllccf- grace, infinitely fuperior to the freeft pardon
ever granted, by the beft earthly prince, to the moft
flagrant rebels, Grace is oppofed, in f{cripture, to
human merit, which is entirely excluded with regard
to pardon and jutftification. Not by works of righteouf-
ndls), which we have done (fays the apoftle) but ac-
cording to his mercy he faved us. By grace ye are
‘faved h faith, and that not of yourfelves, it is
the gift of God, not of works, leaft any man {hougld
boa.l% We are juftified freely &y bis grace, thro’ the
redemption there is in Chrift Jefus. Obferve the
grand invitations of the gofpel, they are all the lan-
ﬁlage_ of free grace, fce Ifaiah 55, 1; compared with
‘Revel. 22, 17. I fhall not enlarge upon this poing,
becaufe it will be farther illuftrated under the next
head of my difcourfe, which was, '

3. To confider the perfons for whom the Lord Fefus
Chrif} thus voluntarily fubmitted to poverty. Thefe per-
fons were in general all who repent, believe and obey
the gofpel, and particularly the converted Corinthians ;
for the apoftle addrefling them fays, Ye know the
%racc of our Lord Jefus Chrift, that, though righ, yet

or your fakes he became poor. 'Who then were thefe
Corinthians ?

finners, in Jefus Chrift. 2. The fanitifying influences of the
Holy Spirit. 3. The general holy temper and difpofition, or the
articular branches of it effeéted by thofe influences. 4. It means
vour, and efpecially a charitable donation; it.occurs feveral
times in this fenfe in our context. The word grace occurs in
sther fenfes, which it is here needlefs to mention, -
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Corinthians? They were the moft profligate and
abandoned people of all the inhabitants of Greece,
They are reprefented by antient hiftorians as immoral
and debauched, even to a proverb. They were fo
infamous on account of whoredom and uncleannefs ;
that to act the Corinthian, was in other words, to a&
the fornicator, the whoremonger, and the adulterer,
If you would learn their character from the pen of infpi-
ration, and know infallibly what attrocious offenders
they were ; read the 6th chap. of St. Paul’s firft epiftle
to them, gth verfe. Know ye not, fays the apottle,
that the unrighteous fhall not inherit the kingdom of
God ? Be not deceived, neither fornicators, nor idola-
ters, nor adulterers, nor the lalcivious, nor abufers of
themfelves with mankind, northieves, nor covetous, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners; fhall inherit
the kingdom of God ; and fuch, fays he, were fome of
you, fo excefifely vile, fo fcandaloufly wicked, that
1t was a wonder fire did not fall down from heaven,
and confume them, or that the earth did not cleave
under their feet, and open them a fpeedy paffage ig-
to the nethermoft hell ; and yet, O matchlefs grace!
for thefe infamous fodomites, for thefe heaven-daring
offenders, the Lord Jefus Chrift, though rich, became
poor. But there have been ftill greater finners, than
even thefe Corinthians, I mean the inhuman mur-
derers of our Lord Jefus Chrift. They had heard
his heavenly difcourfes, they had feen his ftupendous
miracles, they had been eye-witneffes to his innocent,
holy, and beneficent life. Nay, they had received the
moft diftinguithing marks of his favour; yet, after a
thoufand barbarous indignities offered him, they at
laft outrageoufly nailed him to the accurfed tree, be-
tween two thieves. Neverthelefs, whilft they are ac-
tually driving the nails through his facred hands and
feet, he prays for them, faying, Father forgive them,
nay, he not only prays for them, but atually pardons
them, and raifes them to manfions of eternal blifs and
glory. «
| ¢ Survey
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— G this wond’rous love,
¢ And at each flep let higher wonder rife,
¢ Pardon for infinite offence, and pardon
¢ Thro’ means that fpeak its value infinite,
¢ A pardon bought with blood, with blood divine,
« With blood divine of him, I made my foe,
‘¢¢ Perfifted to provoke tho’ woed and awed
s RBleft and chaftiz’d a flagrant rebel fhil,
s¢ A rebel ’midft the thunder of his throne,
¢¢ Not I alone a rebel univerfe,
s« M ies up in arms, not one exempt,
. Yc{ ff‘]:cx the ﬁfulcﬁ of the foul he dies,
¢ Moft joy’d far the redeem’d from deepeft guilt,
¢ Bound cvery heart, let every bofom burn,
¢¢ O what a fcale of miracles is here!
¢ Its loweft round high planted in the fkies,
s¢ Its towering fummit loft beyond the thought
¢ Of man or angel. Young’s Night Thoughis.

Before I quit this head I would remark, that the
greateft finners may as eafily obtain mercy, under the
gofpel difpenfation, as the leaft; forein the eyes of
God’s holinefs, the beft of men are vile, hell deferving
creatures, and all the difference, between one man
and another is this; that one manisnot fo great a fin-
ner as the other, altho’ they are all, even the whole
human race, very, very great finners. Sometimes
God, to fhew the fovereignty of his grace, pitches on
the moft atrocious offenders, fuch as the profligate
Corinthians, and the cruel murderers of our Lord,
for the objects of his mercy. Our Saviour tells the
felf-righteous Pharifees, that publicans and harlots
fthould enter into the kingdom of heaven before them ;
and why this ? Was it becaufe notorious finners were
lefs offenfive to God’s holinefs, than fmaller tranf-
greflors ? By no means, but becaufe the latter relying
upon their negative merit, and their own imperfeét
and external nighteoufnefs, gave themfelves no con-
cern for a Saviour; but the former, convinced of
their great and multiplied tranfgreffions, and over-
whelmed with an affe&ting fenfe of their utter unwor-
thinefs of the divine favours, caft themfelves entirely
upon the mercy of their judge, and the atonement of

his
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his fon, and indeed if I was poffefled of all the vir-
tues and moral excellencies ghat ever adorned human
nature, this thould be My only refuge, and I would
feek ialvation in the fame way, as if %twas the vileft
mifcreant; that is the way of free, fqvereign, unme-
rited grace. But here, to guard againft miftakes, I
beg leave to repeat, what I firft obferved, that we
mutft fincerely repent, and turn from fin to holinefs
with all our hearts, as ever we would reap any bene-
fit from the fufferings of Chrift. 'The abomentioned
Corinthians, were regenerated, changed and became
new creatures, otherwife Chrift would have profited
them nothing. '

The apoffi declares of them, that they were-wathed,
that they were fan&ified, that they were juftified in
the. name of the Lord Jefus, and by the fpirit of God,
i. e. the finner became a faint, the wicked a good
man, the idolater became a worfhipper of the true
God, the thief became honeft, the untighteous be-
came juft, the unclean, holy, the whoremonger pure
in heart, the covetous, generous, and in fhort every
vicious habit was put off, and every virtuous habit
was affumed and exercifed. Chrift indeed died for
the ungodly ; but nét to fave them in, but to fave
them from their fins—he gave himfelf for us, fays the
Apoftle, that he might redeem us from all iniquity,
and purify us unto himfelf a peculiar people, zealous
of good works. A merciful prince will forgive and
reftore a traitor; but only upon condition that he
pleads for pardon, acknowledges his treafon, throws
himfelf upon the mercy of his Sovereign, lays down
the arms of his rebellion, renews his allegiance, and
becomes a good and faithful fubject; and this is ex-
altly the cafe with regard to the great God’s forgiv-
ing finners, and receiving them to his forfeited fa-
vour. + I

+ That uuiverially and juitly admired writer, Mr. Hervey, de-
nied that the covenant of grace required conditions on the finners
part, which led him into feveral abfurdities, fome of which were
pointed out te him by Mr. John Wefley im fuch 3 manner, th:tshe

w
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1 now proceed toany fourth propofition, which was
20 fbew the advantages that refult to finners from Chriff's
voluntary poverty and conBefcenfion. God made man
after his own image, which confifted in knowledge,
righteoufnefs, and true holinefs. 'This image, the
treafure of the mind, was loft by the fall, and man,
in his prefent ftate is a poor, wretched, miferable,
blind and naked creature. Being therefore in himfelf
poor and empty, he ftands in abfolute need of fupplies
from another, and bleffed be God, there are unfearch-
able riches in Chrift, to fatisfy all his wants, and out
of his inexhauftible fullnefs, he may receive even
for grace; he is made of God unto us wifdom,
nighteoufnefs, fantification and redemption. The
blefled”Jefus is heartily willing to confer thefe ineftim-
able treafures upon all who fincerely defire them. He
confered them upon the ele& Corinthians, and be-
ftows them daily upon every true believer. Ye know,
fays the apoftle, the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift,
that though rich, yet for your fakes he became poor,
that ye through his poverty might be rich. Riches
then, fpiritual and everlafting riches are the advan-
tiat accrue to us frem our Lord’s incarnation,
obedience and fufferings. But the limits of a difs

courfe will not permit me to dwell upon this pleafin
theme. In many fermons I could only difplay a fmaﬁ
part of thefe unfearchable riches of Chrift. If 1 could
paint to you the fweetnefs of pardon to a defpairing
finner, the peace of God, which pafleth all under-
ftanding to a troubled mind. The tranfports of 3
confcience void of offence. The {ublime pleafures of

' divine

was unable to make a rational defence of his opinion, againft Wef-
ley’s obje@ions. Mr. Hervey afting upon this opinion ; in his
letter to the condemned malefattors at Northampton, did but ilt
difcharge his embafly to them, not mentioning repentance and
converfion in it, though abfolutely neceffary to their falvation. -

Heraey's letters 2d wvol. §6 letter.

Herwey’s letters to Jobn Wefley, letter gth. _

N. B. The author by no means approves Weflcy’s theological
fentimen:s, or his obfervations on Hervey’s dialogues, in general.
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divine grace in the heart, the melting raptures of the
love of Chriit fhed abroad in the foul, the inexpref-
fible delight ¢xcited in the mind by a ftedfaft faich in
the promifes of God, and a lively hope of future
bleficdnefs; the unipeakableSoys that flow from come
mun.on with the Father and his Son Chrift Jefus. The
fupporting, exh.lerating confolations of God’s word
and ipirit; the noble cntertainment which religious
knowledge and contemplation afford, and the exalted
pleafures of a pure; pious, devout and benevolent
heart and an, a&ive, ufeful, holy life. The flveet
tavithing foretaftes of heaven here, and the far more
exceed:ng and eternal waight of glory hereafter, It I
could paint all thefe privileges of the believer in their
proper tolours, you would readily own they were ex.
teeding great and precious.  But eye hath not feen,
nor ear heard, neither can the heart of man conceive
the things which God hath prepared for themn that love
him; they are rich in wiilc)lom and knowledge, rich
in all the aimiable virtues and beauties of ﬁolinefs,
" they are rich in faith, rich in good works, and rich
“towards God, they are rich in grace here; and they
will be infipitely rich in glory hereafter ; they fhall
inherit an incorruptible crown, they fhall inhabit that
holy city, the icaft of whofe crnaments, are gold
end pearls, and precious ftones, evon that city which
hath no necd of the fun, neither of the moon to fhine
in it§ becaufe the glory of God doth enlightenit, and
the Lamb is the light thereof. In fhort, they fhall
inherit an everlaiting kingdom, where fin, ighorance,
poverty, forrow and pamn fhall be forever banithed,
where all tears thall be wiped away from the beievers
eyes, and where there wil be a tulnefs of joy, and ine
treafing plealures for ever more.

Thus, my brethren, { have fimithed the dotrinal
part of my diicourfe, thus I have briefly and very
kmperfetly explained & text, that contains the very
marrow of the gofpel, and difclofes the great myftery
of godlinefs, God manifle)ft in the fieh, rqi%ht,

. w‘t-.
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with great riety call this text a glorious compend
of evga?r:gelii-,c'.,:l15 truth—pectlum tbeol%gic in Chrifio~—
a glafs in which we may, as 1t were, Jee the whole
body of fpeculative and praétical divinity in Chrift.
I now proceed to the laft thing propofed, which was
to fhew the ufe we ought to make of the precceding
truths, and the influence which they ought to have
upon our hearts and lives. L

1. -What we bave beard teaches us the infinite evil of
fin, and ought 10 influence us so bate and forfake it. Chrift
was wounded for our tranfgreflions, and bruifed for
our iniquities. Our fins were the accurfed caufe of all
the poverty, affliction and fufferings of our blefied Lord.
Qur fins crowned him with thorns, nailed him to the
crofs, caufed his agony and bloody fweat in the gar-
den, and brought on him the pangs of death. e
cannot, therefore, be the real friends of this gracious
Saviour, except we flay thofe fins which crucified
him. If we do not put off thofe vile difpofitions,
and forfake thofe abom:nable praltices, which were
the murderers of our infinite benefaltor; we are ene-
mies to the crofs of Chrift. There cannot be a more
awful and powertul diffuafive from fin, than the be-
lieving contemplation of an incarnate God, bleeding
on the crofs, to make atonement for it. The terrors
of God’s wrath againft fin appear in legible charac-
ters, in the miferics of this vale of tears. In the aw-
ful deftruction of the ungodly, in the flames of So-
dom and Gomorrah, in the deluge which butied all
the inhabitants of the old world; except thofe in the
ark,—in the tremenduous ruin of Jerufilem, and
other ungodly cities, in the dreadful fcenes of the
laft great day and the horrors of the infernal world,
as they are pourtrayed by infpired writers. Yet, in
In none of thefe tremenduous fpetacles, feperately
confidered, nor in all of them united together, are the
terrors of God s wrath againft {in, fo greatly and aw-
fully difplayed as in the crofs of Chrift. Therefore,
rothing can fo powerfully diffuade, and tetrify from

fin,
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fin, as the view of this affeting, this amazing cata.
ftrophe. If, therefore, any man pretends to glory in
- the crofs of Chrift, and yet continues in the allowed
pra&icc of any known fin, heis a liar, and the truth
2s not in him.  Every whoremonger, adultcrer, pro-
fane fwearer, drunkard, fabbath breaker, fraudulent,
profane, worldly minded, unrighteous perfon, is fo far
from being a g’icnd to Chrift (whadoever forms of
religion he may at times put on) that he crucifies the
Son of God afreth, and puts him to open fhame.

In the crofs and fafferings of Chrift, ail the per-
feCtions of God orth with the utmoft luitre;
they indeed are right and confpicuous in the
works of creation and providence; but theyare much
more fo in the plan of our redemption, in the amazing
humiliation of our glorious Immanuel. Here mercy
and truth have met together, here righteoufnefs and

have kiffed each other. Here we may fee veri-
fied the declaration which God made unto Mofes,
faying, I am the Lord God, gracious and merciful,
flow to anger, and abundant in goodnefs and truth,
keeping mercy for thoufands, forgiving iniquity,
tranfgreflion and fin, yet who will by no means clear
the guilty. Here we {ee holinefs in all its purity, ve.
racity in all its ftrictnefs, juftice in all its rigour, and
mercy in all its tendernefs—compaffion with its bow-
els yearning over miferable finners, and grace infinite,
inexhauftible, unmer:ted grace, embracing, enriching,
imparadifing the vileft and moft unworthy tiaitors.—
O the heights, and depths ! the lengths ! and breadths
of the love of Chrift. It paffeth knowledge.—* If
< all the love of all the angels in heaven, and all the
‘“ -love of all the faints upon earth was united in one
“ heart ; it would be but a poor heart in comparifon
 of that which was pierced with thefoldier’s fpear.”
This amazing love of Chnift, manifefted in his be-
comi r for our fakes, is the ftrongeft motive to
a l?t‘)ll;ghlf)'g.o The two grand principl%se of religion,
upon which hang all the law and the propbets, i;C the

ve
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fove of Ged, and the love of our meighbdur, and
what can more powerfully animate us to the exercify
of theie facred paffions? What can fo fweetly and~
urefittibly attract us w the prattice of virtue ? What
can raife our gratitude to God to fo higha pitch? Qr
what can fo effeCtually perfuade us to forgive our enew
. nemies, and do good to all the world, as the view of
an incarnate God, fainting, groaning, bleeding, dye
ing for our redemption.  This ¢aufed our Saviour te
declare, and I if [ be lifted up, i, €. upon the crofs,
will draw ajl men unto me, angethis made St. Paul
cry out, the Jove of Chrift ¢ th s, to live no
more to ourfelves, bus to him Who died for us, and
rofc again. ~
Are thefe things fo ? Then how unfaithfully to God
and the fouls of men, do thofe minifters execute their
important office, who do not habitually employ this
ell conftraining motive, who do not conftantly preach
Chrift crucfied.” They may content themfelves with
dry lectures on morality +, in which Chrift is lefe
ou:; but fure I am nothing will fo effetually in-
fluence to univerfal holirefs, as the contemplation of
an incarnate God, out of love to perifhing finners,
expiring an a crofs. |

+ The author r.cans not bere to dijparage the preaching of gefpel
morality, enforced by proper motives, this be effeems an impertant
dart of minifevial duty, and thinks it owing te a deficiency in this
refpell, that in many places people imagine themprloucs sonusrred and
intergfled in Chrift, and for a foeaw make long prayers, awben they in-
Jure their neighbours, devour avidows boujes, perjecyte and opprefs
ohe belplefs, do good 1o morte, and pre guilty of fraud, lying, peryury,
malice, revenge, .mufiice, backFiting, pride, uncleanne/s, and other’

wices, which are the diftinguifbing charadierifiics of the dowils cbild-

ven.

But if fome minifiers do mot preach up gofpel merality, there arg
others awho fulflitute morality iy the ficad of Chriff, and preach almz

ing elje, megle .ing 10 difplay the dymg love, and celebrate t

raifsi of Him whefe ambajjadors they are.  Sweh preachers, ar thefe,
@re bere roprebended, and the abfurdity of their condud is expojed &y
Mr. Rollin, agopifp author, awho jaﬁé objerves, that & gojpel my-
wiffer is to look upon bim/elf as the dijciple, not of Socrates, Serecea,
o Marcus Autoginus, but of Chrift, and thevfors mgln to preach the
Srand pecdliarities of bis gofpel, - ¢ Talk



ot Talk of morals, O’glou bleeding loyc'
#* Thou maker of new morals 10 m. nkmd.
# The grand morality is love of tie , .
s¢ Religion thow the fou] of happinels, ¢ .
* Apd groaning Culva.y ef thee, thare fhing
* ‘i he nobleft Guihs, nere ﬁtongen maqtives ﬁmg,
¢ There: facred violence affaults the foul,
* 9% Thepe nothingz burzonpuld-n is forborn.”* t or ratld.
There wothing that can w5 the heayt s torborn.
Young § Nighi T heugbts,

" There cannot be a (ubjedt of medxtaupn at once fo

leafing to the undcrﬁandmé, and fo improving (@
the heart as the Jove of an all-gragigus Redeemg
For this reafon our blefled Liord infiituted the facrcss
ordinance of the facramental fupper, as an everlaiting
memorial of his body broken, and bjood fhed for t
remiffion of our fins. For this reafon, the wifeft
greateft faint that ever lived determined to know no-
thing fave Jefus Chrift, and him crucified. For this
reafon, in the moft auguﬂ: converfation that ever was
held on earth, the omnly topic of difcourfe was'the
death of Chnﬁ And for this reafon, the great affemb-
ly of the church triumphant fing loud hallelujahs uns
to him, who loved us, and wafhed us from our fing
in his own blood. T'his is the grand myftcry that the
angels are cver deﬁrmg to look into, and -therefore ig
ought to be the grand fubjet and ¢enwer of oar copa
templations,

What we have heard fhould teach us patience undeg
our fufferings, and comfort us under all our affic
tions ; are we full of pain and mnfcry ! do we labowy
under doubts and fears ? are we treated with the ute
mofl zakindnefs and cruelty from thofe who ftand ig
the neareft and deareft pelation to us? do we endurg
the diftreffes of poverty, and want the comiforts and
neceffaries of life ? Do our friends, thofe whom wg
love, thofe whom we have faithfully ferved, and fog
whaoje good we have continually labourgd, wngratge

tuuy

bere jpeaks very wm{/]fmtly, ur if Jacred mijelence
aﬁm’r :be/”ﬁ tbm};im{y compulfion ¢annot 6{for£rn. o
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fully forfake us? do tear our charallers in
pieces, purfue us with unrclenting rage, and frive to
accomplith our ruin ? are we affailed at once with af-
flictions from without, and unfpeakable anguifh from
within ? is the Devil permitted to tempt us, and doth
God hide his face from us ? do we murmur and def-
pond on this account ?—~Murmur not, do_not def-
pond, O thou guilty, hell-deferving finner; thy in-
nocent Saviour fuffered thefe very evils, in an infinite-
ly feverer manner, he fuffered them for thy fake, he
fly.lffchd them to deliver thee from that hell, from
thofe everlafting torments, which thou richly de.
fervedft, and to raife thee to that boundlefs, incon.
veivable happinefs of which thou waft utterly un.
worthy. . |
" He funk beneath thy heavy woes,
To raife thee to his throne, -

There’s not a gift his hand beftows
But coft his heart a groan. o

- Confider that ali the evils which thou (a guilty
worm) fuffereft, are Infinitely lefs than the Lord of
life and glory bore for thee ; therfore - be patient and
refigned to the will of God, under thine afHiGions,
and comfort thyfelf with the ravithing contemplations
of his” cverlafting love, and- the infinite -happinefs
which that love referved for thee beyond the
ve.
ngl-Iow loudly do the great truths we have heard call
upon us in the words of the apoftle John :. Beloved,
if God o loved us, toe ought alfo to love one anotber. Away
then with all malice, hatred, and revenge—away with
every cbftacle which the Devil has raifed upon the
ruins of real Chriftianity, to impede the operations
of divine love, and let us cultivate a wide and exten-
five benevolence towards all mankind—this is the dif-
tinguithing badge of our Chriftian profeffion, 3y this
(fays the blefled Jefus) fball all men know that ye' are
- my difcipks, if ye bave love to one anotber. R
~ Forever blafted then be all attempts to alienate thg
‘ I hearts



hearts of fellow Chriftians from each other, and may
the God of love, profper and blefs all the fons of

ce, who feck the welfare of the whole human race,
and labor to promote and diffufe a fpirit of univerfal
charity and benevolence+. That divine Redeemer
whofe tranfcendent kindnefs has b:en fet before us,
gave himfelf a ranfom for all, died for all true peni-
tents of every language, tribe and nation. Let us all
imitate his bright and fhining example, and let the
fame mind, the fame temper, the fame difpofition be
in us, which was alfo in Chritt Jcius.

What we have heard ftrongly inforces the great
duty of contributing to the neceflities of the poor, for
which benevolent purpofe we are now mert together.
The great apoftle of the gentiles once urged the words
of our text, to inkindle the compaffion of the Corin-
thians, towards the poor Saints of Jerufalem ; and I
now addrefs the fame affecting words to you, my bre-
thren, to excite your pity towards the indigent mem-
bers of this congregation. Ye know the grace of our
Lord Jefus Chrift, that though he was rich, yet for
your fakes he became poor, that ye through his po-
verty might be rich. If then this gracious Saviour
did thus impoverith himfelf, to inrich us with ever-.
lafting treafures, how infinitcly reafonable is it, that
we fhould beftow, what we can eafily fpare, for the
relief of our diftrefled fellow creatures. I need not
enlarge upon this conftraining argument, in order to
excite your charity—this has been already done in the
preceeding difcourfe, and I doubt not but every heart

in

nafiipume,

- 4+ The author heartily detefts the declaration of a cclebrated
" Rabbi ; that charity ir barbarity, than which he thinks the father
of lies fcarce ever infinuated one falfer or more pernicious, more
contrary to the benign genius of the gofpel, and its genuine and
univerfal prevalency. By this accurfed maxim torrents of the
beit Chriftian blood have been fhed, the unhappy divifions of the
reformed churches fomented and continued, and the hearty union
of fellow proteftants obftrufted and prevented. The Roman Ca-
t%oli.cs invert this maxim fometimes, and fay thas barbasity 1s
charity. . -
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M which the love of Chrift is fhed abroad by the Hos
ly Ghott, feels itfelf already powetfully drawn to the
exerciie of liberality, and ftands not in need of farthet
exhortation on that head 4.

{ fhail only fuggeft, that thofe who now implore
gur compalfion are in a peculiar manner the objelts
pf charity—they are not only poor, but many ot them
ftrangers, and not only poor and ftrangers, but the
povr of a church, which, though generous, is incaps
able, on account of the fmall number of its members
to de much for their relief: ~

‘Therefore their eyes, my brethtren, are printpally
tuta rowards you, who, though not of this conore-

on, are charitably come here; this day, in theit

half. T hey 4ntreat your pity, they beg your alms
I the name of h:mg who was born of - poor virgin,
amd became a2 man of forrow, and o.quainced with
rief, in order to prornote ycur eternal telicity—they
fore your affiftance in the name of him, who not
only endured the extremes of poverty, but fainted,
bled, groaned and died tor you, this infinitely bes
fevolent Savicur, and all his prophets and apoftles
plead with you, in behalf of his diftreffed members—
»this gracious Immanuel declares he efteemes the fa.
vour done 10 his poor people as if done to himfelf—
he will not forget even a cup of cold water given to 2
8iRkple ; but whofoever, from proper prineiples, doth
the leaft fovour to him, cor in his name, and for his
fake to others, fhall reccive an hundred fold, and ob-
tain eternal life. .
What we have heard teaches us the infinite value
our fouls, thofe {culs muft nceds be very precious,
of whoft redemption an incarnate God impoverithed
himfelf, and died on a crofs. The mifery to which
they are expofed in their natural ftate, muft undoubt-
edly be very very terrible, fince he {uffered fo much
| to

ity P L . "

'+ A confidcrable part of +he addre:s, in behalf of the poot is
here omitted, to fhorten the fermon,




fo deliver thein from i lt, andﬂlé’féhcxty of which they
are fufceptible; and to Which-they will be raifed
through prace, muft be trinféendently glofious, fince
he has done fo much to accomplih it.  Let us then
ook upen the falvatitin of out fouls as the one thin
heedful, and fatrifice everyothcr intereft to that whxclg1
is fo infinitely important. -

From what has been faid we may Icarnwhcthcr we
are of the happy number, for whom the Lord of glo-
ty became poor. Have we, like ‘the Corinthians,
been wafthed from our fins, renewed and fanctified by
the fpirit of God, and juftified by the righteoufnefs of
his desr fon ? - Flave we been convinced of eur loft
and undcne condition by nature ? of our poverty and
wreétcliednefs, and have we betaken ourfelves ‘to the
affluent fulne{&, the unfearchable nches of :Chnift ?
Have we reccived him for our Saviour, and refted
tipon him for falvation, as he is offered in the gofpel 2
Are we vitally united to him by faith and the fpi-
rit? and arc we thus become interéfted in' his inex-
hauftible treafures.  Are we rich in faith, rick ingood
works; and rich in grace? has the'grace of ef-
fe&ually taught and enzbled us te deny alt ungodli:
nefs, and every worldly luft; and- to, hvc ‘ng'r ,
nghteouﬂy and godly in this’ pi'é&ﬂt ‘evil world.’ is
the faine mihd, the fame- beiieyolest temper in us
which was aifo in Chrift Jefids? iLike him, - is it our
ftudy todo gootl, and ptomote the teriporal and eter-
hal welfare of mankind ? Are e rich towards God,
transformed inito’ the divine invage; endewed with eve.
ty divine virtue and- amiable difpofition, whlch are the
beginnings. of éternal life ? Has the amazing behevo-
tence of Chrift, and his gracxous intérpofition ‘in our
behalf; inflamed our hearts with the love of God, and
of our neighbour ? .Thefe, as I havé thewn, are the
genuine effects of the grace of Chrift, and where thefe
are not, we in vain pretend an mtcreﬁ n this 316110113
Saviour.

‘Fo thofe who are not interefted in n Chrift I firft beg
| leave



leave to addrefs my difcourfe. Unhappy finners you
h.ve this day beheld, an awful difplay of God’s an-
ger and fury againft fin, you have fcen, what bitter
pain:, what unfpeakable agonies, the Son of God
fuffered, when he ftood in the place of finners. If
thefe things were done in the green tree, what will be
done in the dry. If the innocent, beloved Son of the
Father, endured fuch unfpeakable pangs and terrors,
how dreadful will your doom be if you fal! a helplefs
facrifice to his avenging juftice. Did the father fo fe-
verely punifh his broken law, upon him, who was his
delight before the foundation of the world. How in-
expreffibly great will your torment be, who are the
objets of his infinite abhorrence, his almighty wrath,
and his aggravated fury and diipleafure ¢ Was the
foul of Immanuel forrowful, exceeding farrowful, for-
rowful even unto death, under the frowns of that God,
to whom he ftood in the intimate relation of an only
bcgotten and dearly beloved fon. Then how muft the
damined in hell, be crufhed by his almighty arm ? ard
how intenfe, how fharp muft be their pains, who ftand
1n no other relation to gim . but that of heinous tran{-
greffors, and detefted traitors. O therefore fly from
this wrath to come, and bring forth fruit meet for re-
pentance, fly from the unplifted fword of divine ven-
geance, to that gracious Saviour whom I now preach
unto you. But fhall I urge only the terror of God’s
wrath, let me rather plead the love of his Chrift, to
induce you tg feek falvation through his blood, and
prevent yaur eternal ruin, before it becomes impofiible.
You have heard what an infinitely gracious Saviour
the Lord Jefus Chrift is ; you have heard how great-
ly he impoverifhed himfelf to enrich us with everlaft-
ipg treafures, how much he has done and fuffered to
gain your love, and prevent your deftruétion, and will
you, O finners! continue to act in oppofition to thefe
aﬁ'c&in%:' thefe endearing, thefe all conftraining mo-
tives. How fharply, yet how tenderly doth his love
at once reprove and aggravate your irxgx'atitud(:(i and
render
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render your impenitency not only bafe beyond mea<
fure; but utterly inexcufable. Methinks I hear him
faying to you, O finner! did I, though rich, become
poor for thee, did I bear the infinite weight of the
wrath of God, and in the agony of my foul {weat great
drops of blood for thee? Did I for thy fake utter
feeble, infantile cries in the manger, and ftrong expir-
ing groans on the accurfed tree, and yet will not all
thefe gain thine heart ? Did I leave the delights of my
rather’s bofom, and the comrpany of adoring angels,
did I quit the joys of paradife, and fubje& myfelf to
ali the miferies of this vale of tears for thee, and wilt
thou not quit thy finful pleafures and companious, thy
wicked ways, and deftru&tive purfuits for my fake ?
Wilt thou do nothing, wilt thou deny thyfelf nothing
for him, who has dope and fuffered . fo much for thee,
who endured the crofs, and difpifed the fhame that
thou mighteft poffefs everlafting riches and honour? 1
befeech thee ‘by the amazing forrow, the exqulite
pa.ns, the dying agonies I'.f%ﬁ'crcd for thee, to lay
down the arms-of thy rebellion, and be reconciled to
God before the a&t of indemriity expires. Thus doth
the Lord Jefus Chrift, as if were, accoft every impe-
nitent finner, to whom the gofpel is preached, and let
me affure all fuch, that as they who defpifcd Mofes’s
law died by the mouth of two or three witnefles, thufe
fhall be punithed in a much feverer manner, who
tread under foot the Son of God, defpife his blood,
and refufe the invitations of his grace. © I
From what has been faid we may learn there is en-
couragement for the greateft finners to apply for
mercy to the thirone of ‘grace ; the profligate Corin-
thians, and the murderers of our Ldrd, obtained the
divine favour by repentance and faith in his merits,
and by the fame method the moft atrocious offender,
into whofe hands this fermon may happen to fall, may

be reconciled to God.” ™ -+
I now pafs on to addrefs the children of God, un-
der a view of the preceeding truths, Ye know, my

' brethren,
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beetliren; the grace of our Lord fefus Chrift; that al-
ghough he ‘was rich, yet for our fakes he became poot;
that we through his poverty might. be rich. For us
he condefcended to. be born in a ftable, arid laid in a

manger, far us he was defpifed and rejected of men, a

man of forrows, and aqquainted with grief, for ushe
was ftriken, fmitten of God; and affliCted, he was
wounded for our tranfgreffions, and bruifed for our
iniquities, the.chaftifements of our peace wis upon
him, and by his ftripes we are healed ; for us He was
fcourged, mocked and fpit upon; was arrayed in a ri-
diculous robe, held a fceptre of reed in his hand, and
wore a thorny crown. Though rich in all the glories
of the divine nature, rich in all the happinefs’ of hea-
ven, and rich in the pofieflion of univerfal nature, yet
for our f{akes he became a poor, helplefs, diftreffed
fufferer upon earth, that we through his poverty might
be rich, rich in faith, rich in good works, rich in grace
here, and inexpreffibly, inconceivably rich in the. para-
dife of God hereafter. Since then we are thus en-
riched, thus ennobled by our Saviour’s bounty, fince
we are bought with a price, with fuch a price as the
blood of an incarnate God, let us glorify our fupreme
benefattor with our fouls and: bodies; which are his.
Let us always think of him who laved us, and wathed
us from our fins in his own blood, and has made us
kings and priefts unto God.

Let us think cf him in our ptivate retireinents, talk of him in
our focial interviews, glory in his crofs, and make our boaft of
his righteoufnefs. Let his aftonithirg, his unmerited love con-
ffrain ts to live no more to ourfelves, but anto him, who thus
loved us, and gave himfelf for us. Let our fouls magnify the
Lord, and let our fpirits rejoice in God our Saviour, and how-
ever poor we may be as to this world, let us herein exult, that
we ore rich towards God, and heirs of an everlafting kingdom,
an infinitely better; and more enduring fubftance than ever was
poffefled by any earthly monarch. Let no aflittions then. over-
whelm us with defponding melancholly thoughts ; let no doubts
of our he.venly father’s love difquiet and fadden our hearts. For.
he that fpared nct his own fon, but gave him up for us all, how
fiall he not with him alfo f reely give us all things. Therefore,
blefling and honoar, and glory and power be unto him that fit-
teth upon the throne, to the feven {pirits that furfound it, and t¢
the I.amb for ever and ever. AMEN,






