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‘To His Excellency General AMHERST,
Commander in Chief of His Majefty’s
Forces 1n NORTH-AMERICA.

S IR,

S the Subjett of the following Difcourfe, is the rmlztary
Cbarat?er of the greateft Gemeral in facred Hiftory, I
smegined there would be a peculiar Propricty in the Infcription
of it to Yeur Excellency.

T he -Sphere in which divine Providence, and the Wifdom of
the Nation, bdve placed You, is very boncurable and smportant ;
of this the unbounded Expence of the prefent Operations, commit -
ted to your Management ; the large Army under your Command,
and the wvigorous Ffforts of thele Colonies to Rremgthen Xour
Hands, are the moft incomseftible Demonfirations. The Eyes of
anxious Multitudes are fixed upon your Excellency ; as under
God, the Guardian of their Lives, Privileges and Eftates,
By Your Wifdom, Valcur and military Skill, together with the
Affifance of the brave Troops under your Command, they hbope
80 fee sbe Encroachments of the Enemy entircly removed, and
the Feace, L-berty and Happinefs of thefe Colonies, eftablifp’d
on a glorious end permanent Foundation.

The Welfare of the Church of Cbrift, which ke bas redeemed
by bis Blood, and the U elfare of a populous, fertile and exten-
Sive Country, very much depend on the Succefs of thofe Meafures,

- of which your Excellency isthe cHier ProjecTOR and PRIME
. MovVER : Nay, let me add, the Glory of the Britifb Name, tbe®
Felicity of Nations yet unborn, and all that is valuable in Life,
o an knglifh American, are deeply concerned in the Profperity
' of GENLRAL AMHERST.
If ever Wi gfdm Magnanimity, and great Abilities (and

wkat ever ¢ife 15 goad and valuable in buman Nature) were re;
quire
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quired in asty Office, it muft doubtlefs be fuch am one, as that
which Your Excellency fuflains. L

You will not then (I truft) be offended with me, for recom-
mending to Your Excellency, an Imitation of that celebrated
Monarch, whofe Charalier 1bave briefly binted at, 1 ;o fo.-
lewing Pages;, and efpecially with Regard to kit underiaking
and executing all bis Schemes in a bumble Dependance on tle
Bleffing of God, and bis earnejt Application to the Throne of
Grace, for Courage, Direflion and affitance.

It is recorded of Alexander the Great, * that be beld the
“¢ Jliads of Homer in great Admiration; laid them u.der bis
< Pillow when be flept, ard read in them on all liure Jppor-
““ tunities s and that, finding Ackilles to be the great H-ro of
< that Poem, be endeaveured to emulate bis Aftions, and feilow
“< bis Steps, as the beft Way to Glory and to Fum: ;> But I dare
wventure to affirm, that your Excellency would aft a much wifer
Part than Adlexander, fhould you give that Preference to the
Bible, which be gave to the lliad, and inftead of taking an Acbil-
lesy, propofe the Fewifb Monarch for the Mode! of your Condul?,

The Example of David, as a religious General, bas this to
recommend itfelf above all others, that be was a Perfon under
the immediate and unerring Direflion of Heaven ; bewasa glo-
rious King, an eminent Propbet, of fingular Endowments and
exalted Piety 3 be is diftinguifb’d in the Scriptures of eternal
Truth, by that moft honourable of ali Titles, the Man after God’s
own Heart : Your Excellency therefore cannot copy after a more
Jinif’'d Pattern.

In perufing the Hiftory. and Writings of King David, Your
Fixcellency will find, that tho’ few Heroes bave been more fuc-
ctfsful and accomplib’d than this iilufirious Monarch, be con-
Jiantly afied with the utmoft Difidence of bimfelf, and the moft
sordial Reliance upon Heaven.

Ail Events are under the Controul of the fupreme Ruler of
the Univerfe ; be can turn the beft concerted Schemes into Foolt/h-
nefs, and baffle the Attempts of the firongeft earthly or arge-
lic Power 5 ’tis therefore excceding juft and proper, that in oll

cur



our * Enterprizes (efpecially thefe in which Theufonds are con-
cri’d, we foould wth David, firive to fecure the Favour
ard Affjlance of this All-wife, this Ommpotent, this tremenduous
Beinyg.

Yourr ExcrrLency wery jullly receives the wniverfal
Apploufe of agrateful People, for the fiznal Service you bave
dene your Country : Yet we bope this wil! not divert you, frem
Jeeking the Bleffing of that Previdence, to the Smiles of which
the Succels of all Events, are primarily to be afi»10d,

The [nbabitants of the Britih Colonses, (I doubt not) re-
joice in the Aprointment of a Gent emon cf your Excellency’s
Merit and Abiiities, to the CLief Commend «f H.s Majelly’s
Forces in rAmerica. 9 bey refeti on the fuccefsfui Lxpedition a-
gainft Cupe-BrevoN, i awhich your Excellency bod the Chief
Command, with Sentimerts of Gratitude tro big to be utter'd s
And they ardeatly wfi, thet all Your future Operaiiens may be
thus attended with Viflory and Jov, with Fonour and Safcty
to yourfelf, and Glory to bis Majety’s drms.

May the Lorp oF LiosTs, mfpire your Excellency, with.
Valour, Prudence and I..trepidity, and animate y ur Biecaft with
the Love of your Country, and a difinter:fed Zcal to premete ber
Happinels! May be give yeu lealth of Body, and Vigour of
Mind ; be your Guide and Support under all the weighty and im-
prreans Concerns of your Station ; prefper all ycur Meafures for
the public Welfare ; protedl your Perjonin the Day of Battle; di-
ref? your Counfels, and deliver the Enemy into your Hands; may
your Name be glorious in the Britifb Annali, andy.ur Memory
precious to tbe lateft Generations : 1befe, may it pleafe your Ex-
cellency, aresbe unfeigned Difires,

Of your

mcft obedient bumble Servant,
ABRAHAM KETELTAS,
The
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2 Sam. xvii. 8. For faid Hufboi, Theu kneweft thy Father and bis Men,
that they be migity Men, and they be c!.ij A in their Minds, as @ Bear
robled of Ler 18°oelp: in tive Kreld; and iby Fatbhr is a Man of War, and
nvill not lecge witn the Peyle.  Ejpecially thyfe Words, TRY FATHER 18
A MAN or Wan,

-2: -f1-81- 42N order to difcover the occafion upon which thefe words
'}ﬁ 4 A3  were [p.ken, and thus euter moice fully into their mean-
3¢

| -*—;? s~ fon of King David, afpiringa.’e- his father’s throne,
endeavoured, by an artful addrefs, and the moft grace-

ful, courteous, and condefcending behaviour, to infinuate himfelf into the
affections of the Feawih people ; which point, he in 2 great meafure ac-
complithed : For the facred hiitorian informs u:, that £&/a/om ftole the hearts
of the men of [frael, and cven entic’d Akitcpbe], one of his (ather’s mott
eminent flatefmen and bofom friends, to join with him in the confpiracy.
~— The rebellion was kept a profound fecret from Dawvid, till it was ready
to burfton his head, and then he was inform’d of it by a meflenger, who
t him know that the rebels were very firong and numerous, and proba-

ly would foon put themfelves in motion : Whereupon, the hoary monarch,
In order to prevent his being furpriz’d, immediately march’d from Fery/alem
with his trufty fervants, and retir’d with the utmoft fpeed into the country;
{ Where he hoped to gain time, colle&t an army to withftand the rebels, and
defeat their ambitious defigns. Whillt the King was rctreating from his
apital, many who entertained an unthakenregard for him, pitied his mis-
fortunes, and followed after him; amongft thefe was a very celebrated
counfellor, and cordial friend to King Dawid, whofe name was Hufbai: His

terview with his royal mafter, was very tenderand affectionate ; for when he
: ~ overtook

ing and energy ; It may not, perhaps, be improper
bricily to relate the j1ececding part of the hiftory, to
which they beloug. 4//ulum, the beautiful and ambitious

-
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overtcok him on the way, and beheld the 17 ~vrnful and di%refs’d condidion,
to which he was reduced, by the unnatural i<bellion of his fon, he could not
contain his inward grief, but rent his cloaths, and put earth on his head ;
profefling at the fame time, his defign to contir ue with him in his adver-
fity, and fpend the laft drop of blood in his caufe. — Daw:d thank’? him
for his loyalty, but witha! told him, that the belt fcrvice he could do for
him, in his prefent circumftances, was to go over to his { n A4/alom, and
pretend a defire to join with him in the confpiracy, that fo the prince re-
ceiving him into his council, as a man of prime parts, he i.e. Hubai
might defeat the fchemes of the famous A/:tphel ; whofe wifdom Dawvid
fecrn’d to dread more, than the united power of all the other rebels. —
Accordingly Huhai, willing to do his utmoft for his royal maiter, went
over todi/a/om, with a determination to counteraét the advice of the fage
Abitophel, and to inform Dawid privately of all the meafures taken by
the enemy. When he was ccne into the prefence of A4//alom ard had
profefs’d his defires of ferving him, he was readily receiv’d by the un-
fufpe@ing prince, and *becaute of his fuperior knowledge in flate affairs,
prefently admitted to be one of his privy council. Now it muit be ob-
ferv’d, that David had no fooner fled from his Metrcpolis, than Ab/alem and
Lis men, immeuiately took pofieffion of it, and the prince having fo far
obtain’d his end, without delay, fummon’d his council, to know what
fhould be done next: The opinion of Aiusephel was firll requir'd, which he
ave in the following manver. Let me iow chocje out 12,000 men, and [
auill arife, and purfue after David thus night, and 1l come upen bim, avhile
be is weury and weak banded, and will make [ im afraid: And all the people
that are avith bim fball fice, and I will ymite the King only. “1 his advice of a
fudden attack, and purtuit atier Dawid and his nien, whilit they were yet
in confufion, weary and weak handed, feem’d, as it really was, exceedin
reafonable, and therefore was approv’d of without hefitation, by Aé/alom
and his party ; yet beiore he would put it into prattice, according to
Dawid’s conjefture, he demanded the opinion of Huflai: This faithful
minifter, well knowing how much the lite of his fovercign, would be en-
danger’d by the execution of Abitephel's proje&, endeurour'd to difcourage
it as muen as poffible, and with this view he told 4byalem, That the counjel
avkich Ahitophel bad givien, avas net gocd at that time, and as an argument
to overturn it, he urg’d the extroardiuary fkill ot Dawid in military affairs,
and his wndaunted courage and bravery. — This was the purport of his
addrefs; Abitopbel has advis’d an immediate attack upon your father’s forces |
and a dire& purfuitafter him; but confider how defperate the king and his
men will fight, at this critical juntiure, even like a bear rob’dof her avbelps g
which may occafion a total deteat of your army. Befides it will be in vain
to attempt to find him now, for he 1s fo we=ll vers'd in the ftratagema of
war, that he will elude your ftrictcft fearch ; this you muft know from
what you have heard of his repeatedly efcaping the hand of Sau/. He is fo
well acquainted with caves and hiding places, that he will congeal himfelf
in {fome retirement, where he cannot be found, and he will not expofe
his perfon te the firft onfet ; but when his brave, trufty and experienc’d
veterans,
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veterans, whofe martial prowefs is fo univerfally celebrated, fhall makea
breach dpon your advanc’d guards, as furely they will do, from their
advantageous fituation, and uncommon vigilance ; then thcy will make a
warlike thout and fay, There is @ flaughter amongfi the people that follow
Abfalom : And wben this report is heard by our men, be awbo is waliant
ameng s, whofe bear: is as the beart of a lion, will utterly melt with fear 3
the braveft {oldier in our army will be firuck with a panic, and 2ll our
troops, evea all Ifrael, will be affrighted at the remembrance of his un-
daunted valour, and that of his brave foldiers, and flee before them : For
all Ifrael knoaveth that thy ({aber is waliant; they have had the moft un-
doubted proofs of it, and they know that, thofe awbich are avith bim are
waliant men. Since then this is the cafe, and we fhould run a dreadful rifgue,
to attack fuch a brave body of defperate and warlike men, with an arm
only of 12,000, and in the night, I therefore counfel that all Ifracl be
generally gathered together, fromDan even to Beertheba, as the fand that is by
the fea, for multitude, and that thou go 1o battle in thine own perfon 3 and by
having fuch numbers on our fide, we fhall make fure of vitory. — This
countel pleas’d A/alem and his men, and was prefer’d to that of Abitopbel.
'The argument which moved them to it, was the extraordinary valour of
David and his foldiers, fet forth in the moft firiking colours ; they were
particularly intimidated by the reprefentation, which Hufbai made of the
warlike and intrepid difpofition of Dawvid, and his fkill and experience in
military affairs.—This point Hufbai particularly pre(s’d upon Ab/alom,
when he told him-in the words of my text, Thy father is a man of war; that
is, a brave, watchful, experienc’d, good and hardy foldier, and therefore it
will be no eafy matter to fubdue him, or take him by furprife,

Thefe worci; naturally lead me,

rft. To enquire into the military charalter of King Dawid, and then to
urge the foldiers to the imitation of it.

Firft, Then I am to enquire into the military charatter of King David.
;I‘ 1his will be equivalent to fhewing what is neceffary to conftitute a good
oldier.

In the firft place then, David avas endued with natural courage and
walour. His heart was as the heart of a lion, bold, intrepid and dauntlefs ;
he was an enterprifing and fearlefs man from his youth; this is evident
from many particulars recorded by the facred hiftorian ; before he was in-
troduced to Sau/, whilft he was yet a youth, he bore the chara@er of a
mighty valiant man, and a man of war. When he tended his father’s fheep,
a lion rufh’d among the flock and feiz’d a lamb ; whereupon he boldly
aflaulted the furious beaft, flew him, and deliver’d the lamb out of his

"mouth ; he flew a bear alfo. upon a fimilar occafion, 1 Sam. 17. When
Goliath of Gath, the Philiftine champion, a perfon of a gigantic flature,
and fofmidable appearance, had deﬁecf the whole army of I/rae/, and none
of them dared contend with him in fingle combat, but fled from before
his face ; Dawid, tho’ a youth, was concern’d at the reproach of his country-
men, and faid ; avbe is this uncircumcifed Philiftine, that be foould dpfy the
armics of the living God? He thus addrefs’d King Saw/, when he beheld

him
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him deje@ed at the cowardice of his troops, Let o man's beart fail, becanfs
of bim, thy fervant, will go and fght with this Ph.fime. After this he
wentout, fiew Gol:ath, bettrode his dead body, and cut of his head with
the giant’s own fword. 1his was a figual pioot of a brave and undaunted
fpin, thus to face and corntend with a ma, the terror of whofe voice and
afpet had made all Jfrae/ anaid : After David had thus flain and beheaded
the champion of the Philiftines, he wae pro oted by King Sawl, to be
generalon his forces, or (as the funptures exprefs it) be avas jet cver the men
of war. Inthat ftaiien Le behavea very gailantiy, and grew fo faft into re-
putation, that ke was efieem’d and extel’d ubove kis royal mafter; he dif-
tinguifh’d himieif Ly reprated victories over the Phuliftines, and perform’d
fuch glorioys exploits, that the woemen publi kiy targ his praifes, faying,
Saul barh fiain bis trcuonds, éut Lav:d tis ten thenjance.  When Saud be-
came envious ot David's increafing pepulerity, anu fought to kill him, he
devis’d this expedicnt to execute Lis purpoie.—He propos’d to give his
daughter in marriage tc Da<id, upon this condition, that he fhould pro-
cure him the tcref:ins et an Luncred Fhilikiives ; Loping he weuld fall by
their harcs: Lwaid was wul pleas’a with and rcadif afiented to the
propofal : He went ust, and inftead of an hundre.,, he obtain’d tlie forefkins
of two hundred thiltines. When the 4mala:iics, with a confiderable
army, had burnt Z:4leg, ard canied away the women and children captives,
he with a band confifting only of 400 men, puriu’d after them, gave them
a total defeat, and recciei’d the pilfuners and the fpail out of their hands.
From all thefe, and fundry cther pafiages of facred writ, it appears, that
Dawvid was paturally a min of undiunted courage ; he was not afraid of

lunging into the thickedt tiglt ; ke wus notinimidated by the moft war-
ﬁke zppearance, or the havgliucl tpcecies, tut chearfully and eagerly ¢
aflaulted the braveft adverfary : Lie 1.ever dicover'd a umorous difpofition,
kot remain’d unrufied and uwr aw’é, an.adilt the moft dreadful fcenes of
flaughtcr.  Now every good e laicr cug bt to reicmble David in this, for
*tis a fhame for a foldier to be a ccward. Thofe who are diftitute of
courage, do great injury in the cay of La tle, to the army, to which they
belong, difheartning others by their fcandalous example.—~They dare
not fight themfelves ; but by theii szmorous conduct, they terrify others ; fuch
perfons had better be removed hicn: an aimy, than continued in it; For
many battles have been loft by n-ans of the panic and confufion in-
. treduc’d by a number of fearful n.cni ; which, the braver part of the army
would have gain’d, had the cowarus Leen :bfent. - A foldier’s breaft fhould
low with martial fire; his foul fhould be daring and fearles. David’s
eart (as before obferv’d) was like the heart« f a lion ; and when he rufh’d
to attack the foe, it was fill'd with mexj1cflitle arcor.  This ardor of thes
heart can only be well underficca by men of ccurage, who know itby -
experience, There is a certain enti:uficim which animates brave. minds,
when they are in battle, which ’tis inpcfi:bie by words minutely to dif~
cribe ; without fom:thing of thic m Lis difpofitior, 1 think a man fhould
not devote himfelf to a n.ilitary litc ; yctit he has, he thould endeavour
to'acquire it by prayer to God, anu nicuitaiion on the bold and glorious |
exploits of others. Secondly,
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Secobdly, David awes entircly acguainted with every brasch of kwewn-
ledge that related to bis duty as a foldier.  Saul informed the Ziphites, it bad
been tcld bim, that David dealt wery fubtilly. David was the moft celebrated
geueral of his age, for his fkill in military affairs ; he knew full well how to

" exercife the bow and the fhield, and to handle the fword and the fpear ;
he knew when to advance, attack and purfue, and when to avoid a battle
or make a retrcat : he knew how to maintain his ground, and poft his
troops to the Leit advantage. The Scriptures relate, that when David
went out, whitherfoever Saul fenthim, he behaved fo wifely, that the King,
on the account of his {kill, fer bim ever the men of awar, and be was accep-
ted in the fight of ali tke peagle, and alfo in the fight of Saul’s fer vants, 1 Sam.
xviii. §. "L he facred hiftorian informs us, that he was prudent in matters,
i. ¢. a fkilful officer; he was advanced for the Sake of his Dexterity in the
art of war, to be captain over a thoufand, 1 Sam. xviii. 13. And when he

- wus a general, he difcovered his fkill in military affairs and charalters, b
caufing the beft men to ferve under him, who obferved the firicteft difci-
pline, and avere meff expert in wvar. We read concerning the men thag
came 0 David, that they awere among the mighty men, belpers of the aar 3
they wwere arned with beavs, and could ufe both the right band, and the left,
zvhbm'/iug Jlones, and fbooting arrews out of @ bow, 1 Chron. 11th and 12th
“hapters.

Davip was well verfed in the firatagems of war; knew how to thwart
and difconcert the fchemes of the enemy, and kept his fpies to infpe@
their conduét, and give him intelligence of their proceedings. Thus he
fent Huftai to watch the motions of the rebels, and balie the meafures
urged by Abitoplel ;5 which he accordingly did, and privately fent meficn-

A gers to acquaint his royal mafter of it. Dawid fecretly came on the back
of the Philiftines, and by the fuddennefs of his attack, gave them a total
defeat, purfued after them, and took all their baggage and fPoil. 2 Sam. v.
25. He was wary, and upon his guard, againit the contrivances of his
foes, and always eluded, or fiuftrated their defigns, 2 Sam. xvii. g. &c.
He was well acquainted with caves, lurking places,and iraccefiible retreats,
where he frequently concealed himfelf, and from which he cften attack’d
the enemy to great advantage, and furprized them on a fudden, 1 Sam.
xxvi. Hewas acquainted with the art of fortification ; for be took the city
of Jebus, repaired the fortrefs Millo, and built round about, from Millo azd
smward : He underftood the method of defending a Place, fcalling a high

y wall, or taking a ftrong hold by affault, 2 Sam.v. 7, 8. Thus, then, David
was not only a brave, but a fkillfu] hero; he was well acquainted with
military affairs ; and o thould every good foldier be. I don’t pretend to

*delineate precifely, the particulars of knowledge in the art of war; which
ought to be ftudied and attained, by one who would make a figure in thas

rofeflion ; this is out of my province : Ionly aflert, that thefe particulars,
they what they will, ﬂxoufd be familiar to a good officer or foldier ; for
without the knowledge of them, their charafters would be.very incompleat.

- This is very evident from the Difference betwixt a veteran, or regadar,

. and araw previncial ; he who would become -an accomplith’d fz}diell;

| B ow
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fhould fearn to be dexterous and ative, in the ufe of the fivord and freloek
be acquainted with every branch of his duty, ferve under an experignced
general, and learn the art of war from him : He (hould read fuch books
as treat on the fubje@® of his occupatign, the defcriptions of fieges atd
fortificatiqn, the hiftories of all preceeding battles, itratagems, vittories 3
and the ways whereby they were obtained, or loft, thou'd be carefully pe-
rufed by him; none fhould be preferred in an army, who are ignorant of
military affairs : The placing of raw and unexperienced men, in any im-

r-ant poft, has often proved fatal to a waslike enterprize. Dawvia chofe
fkillful men for his commanders; he ftudied the art of war himfelf, and
bad bis officers teach the children of Fudab the uf of the boav, 2 Sam. i. 18.
Modern officers fhould be emulous to imitate the royal monarch in this;
irflrufting the men committed to their care, and their men fhould readily
fubmit to their inftru&tions.

Thirdly, Dawvid was & regular and obedient foldier 3 he obey’d command,”
and follow’d the direétion of his fuperiors, without the leaft hefitation ;
and to the great peril of his life, the facred hiftorian informs us, That
David avent out whitberfocver Saul fent bim ; and when the King fignified
his defire to have him go on a fcouting party, and procure him an hundred
forefkins of an hundred Philiftines : The thing pleaied Dawid, he imme-
diately went out, and inftead of an hundred forefkins, he obtained doyble
that number. Thus every foldier fhould, with the utmoft readinefs, obey
the will and dire&tion of his fuperiors. If foldiers defert their poft, fly from
their colours, or refufe to obey command, defeat and lofs of vitory muft
needs enfue: *Tis their indifpenfible duty to fubmit to their leaders, without
murmuring or mutiny : Stubbornnefs in foldiers, wears a dark and threat-
ning afpe&t, with regard to the fuccefs of any warlike enterprize. I wou'd f
therefore ftrongly urge it ypon them, to propofe the obedience of the
jewith king for a medel of their condut.

Fourthly. David’s breaft avas animated with a fervent love to bis country;
he was deeply concerned for its honour ; and more cfpecially as the true
church of God, as pure and undefil’d religion, exifted init. When Goliath
of Gath, had challenged his countrymen, and they were afraid to engage
with him; Dawid was concern’d at the reproach of Jfrael, indignation
was enkindled in his bofom, againft his cowardly brethren ; his heart -
burnt tofight the Philiftine, and roll away the reproach from [frael. When
he beheld the giant, ftriding with haughty fteps, before the jewifh armies, |
and heard him defying the braveft of them, and challenging them to fingle
combat, his foul was all on fire to meet him. He cried out with the utmcg
ardour, Who is this uncircumcifed Philifiine, that be fhould defy the armies of
the living God? And he ran to meet the Philiftine, and quickly put an end*
to his proud and confident boafti.g. When the Ifraelites were routed by
the Philiftines, and §ax/ and Foratban were flain on mount Gilboa, Dawid
lamented over them, faying, The beauty of Ifrael is flain upon the bigh
Places; bow are the mighty fallen ! tell it not in Gath, publifh it not in the
Jreets of Afalon, leaft the daughters of the Philiftines rejoice, leaft the daugh-
tovs of the uncircumcifed trismph, 'This admirable elegy difcovers Wh?lt s
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g gsender fenfe he had of the honour of his country, and how ardeatly he
" withed its welfare and profperity : That he loved 'his countrymen, is alfo
evitent from the following pathetic fpeech, which created him a ftrong
o §ntereft in their hearts, Ye are my bretbren, ye are my bones and my fiefh, 2
Sam. xix. 12. When he lived amongft the Philiftines he could not forget
his dear Country, but fought valiantly againft her enemies. Ifrael always
lay near his heart, and he was rcady to plunge himfeif in the greateft dan-
gers for her defence: Tho’ his Country fomerimes '{qated him witn bafe in-
gratitude, yet they could not deftroy his natural aﬁ'cct'xon,or abate the ardour
of his publick fpirit : He was a diftingyith d pairiot, and preferred the
welfase of his nation, to his own life ; of this you may bchold a moft :trik-
ing demonftration, 1 Chron. xxi. Chap. 17th Verie, when the detiioying
angel brandifh’d the {word of divine vengeance over Jerufalem, and tlew
 multitades of herinhabitants; Dawid fellon his face before God, and faid,
I have finned, and done eil in thy fight 5 but as for thefe fhecp, wbhat have
they done ? Let thine band, I pray thee, O lord my God, be on ime and my ja-
ther’s houfey but not on thy people that ihey fbold be plagued. Pavid ioved
the church, as well as the tate; he pray’d earneitly, and fought braveiy in
her behalf. The confideration that trae religion might fuffer, if the Iia-
elites were defeated, made him exert himielf with redoubled vigour,
againft the encmies of both, Now,%ou, my brethren, to whom this Dif-
courfe is dire&ed, fhould ftrive to have your hearts influenced by the iame
generous motives, which fo intenfely warmed the breait of this Hebiew
champion: You fhould confider that in the prefent war with France, the
true proteftant religion, the lives and proPerties of your countrymen, and
all that is near and dear to them, lies at ftake : If the enemy thould prevail,
then farewell to liberty of confcience, the free enjoyment of our civil and
facred Privileges, and every thing elle that is valuable in human life : If
the enemy fhould prevail, then your friends, brethren and fellow {ubjeéts,
muft die, or fuffer the greateft extremities ; therefore, if you have any
regard for thefe endearing objedts, the proteftant intereft, and 3 bleeding
country ; let thefe tender confiderations excite you to exert yourfelves
with the utmoft vigour in the day of battle ; like David, refle& upon the
reproach brought upon the britith arms, by the cowardice, negledt, or
treachery of fome of its unworthy fons; and let your hearts be fenfibly
touch’d by the refle&tion : Endeavour to wipe-away the fhame and difgrace
which they have fo plentifully heaped on the nation, and let your bofoms
beat in your country’s caufe, A Heathen could fay, Dulce et decorum oft
pro patria mori ; it is pleajant and bomourable 10 dic for our country ; but how
much greater reafon has a chriftian to fay fo: ¢ Our children are dear to
¢ us, our wives are dear to us, fo are our Parents, our kinfmen, our
¢ friends and Acquaintance :” But efpecially the church of Chrift, and
the privileges of our moft holy religion ; but our country contains withim
it all thefe objelts of endearment, therefore every ﬁood foldier, every real
chriftian, fhould be ready to lay down his life for his Country.
sthly. Davip awas a loyal foldier, and true to bis king. Tho’ Saul treated
him with the blackett ingratitude, defrauded him of his promifed rcwau"gi
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gnd feveral times made attempts upon hislife ; yethe could not be induced

by this ungenerous treatment, to rebel againft his king: Nay, whilft-Ses
was purfuing after him, and thirfting for his blood, and an opportenigy

offered of flaying him, in the Cave of Engeddi, he could not be prevailed .

upon to do any thing more than barely to cut off the fkirt of his garment.
In the wildernefs of Ziph, where Sax/ had defigns upon his life, he came
to his tent whilft he was afleep, and took away his fpear only, when he
might as eafily have taken away his life. This, as well as his expreflions
to Abi/bai, and his other officers, fhew’d how much he reverenced the Lord’s
anointed. When Abifbai faid unto him, in the wildernefs of Ziph, God
bath d.livered thine enemy into thine hand : Now, therefore, lct me fmit® bim,
I pray thee, avith the fpear : He replied, Defirey bim not, for awbo can firetch
Sforth bis band againft the Lord’s ancinted, and be guiltle/s ? Immediately af-

ter, when Saul awoke out of his Sleep, he called him, his Lord and his

King, and acknowledged himfelf his fubje&t and fervant, faying, Wheres
fore doth my Lord thus purfue after his fervant ? for avbat bave I done,
v abhat evil is in me ? In the Cave of Engeddi, when David’s men advis’d
him to flay Saul, he faid unto them, the Lord forbid that I fhould do this
thing unto my mafter, the Lord’s anointed ; perufe alfo his addrefs to
Saul, 1 Sam. xxiv. from 8 to the 15th Verfe. Afier Saul was flain on
mount Gilbea, David difcovered his loyalty to him, by commanding the
meflenger to be executed, who declared he had put him to death; and
by compofing that pathetic elegy, wherein he bewails the fall of his royal
mafter, in the moft plaintiff and melancholly ftrains, Now a good foldier
like David, fhould be loyal to his King, and ready to fpend the latt drop
of blood in his caufe, If the jewith Hero was fo ftrongly attached to a
cruel and oppreflive monarch, who thirfled for his blood, and treated him
with the bafelt ingratitude ; furely you, my brethren, who have the honour
of ferving the beft of Kings, are under fuperior obligations, to promote the
glory of his arms, with all your abilities, and fight for his dominions,
which have been mcft unjuftly invaded : So gracious a fovereign as his pre/ent
Majefly, hasthe fircngett claim to the love and affections of every true Bri-
ton: And all who enjoy the benefits of his reyal fawour, fhould be ready
to fupport hic meafures with their lives and eftates. Kinc GEorRGE THR
SEccwp, is the FaTaer of his people ; the prefent grand and expenfive
praparations to protect his American fubjets, from the bloody Defigns of
cruel and perfidious enemies, and remove their unjuft encroachments, and
all the former bleffng of his majefty’s benign government, are the moft
convincing evidences of his paternal regard ; he therefore would not de-
ferve the name of a briton, who would not fight and die, for fuch 2
Gracious King.

But, Sixthly. Dawid, the’ a brave foldier, «was not of a violent difpofition
he was not inclined to take away the property of his countrymen by force
of arms, without afking their confent, and contrary to reafon and law ;
Of this his conduét in fending his young men, civilry to afk provifion of
the furly Nabal, isa plain proof ; the hiftory of the affair is to this purpofe:
David and his troops abade for fome Time in the neighbourhood ofc ount-

!
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 Carswl, in which Nabal lived ; during this time they defended the flocks
‘and fervants of Natal, both by nightand day: They ufed the latter with
the utmott civility, and took not afingle famb from the former; and there-
fore one of Nabal’syoung men gave this charaéter of David’s,to Abigail;
the Men auvere very good to us, and we awere not burt, neither. miffed we any
thing as long as e wwere converfant with them. Thus did David train uplys -
men to the greateft order, and he fet them a very good example himfelf ;
as I hinted at before; for when his army was in great want of Provifion,
inftead of detaching an armed body to feize Nabal’s flocks, he fent him the
kindeft Meflage, defiring a little refrethment for himfelf and his fmall band :
David fent cut ten men (Ezys the facred hiftorian) and be faid unto the young
men, get ye up to Carmel and go to Nabal, and greet him in my name, and thus
Jball ye Jay to bim that liveth in projperity, peace be both to thee and thine boufe,
and peace unto all that thou haft, and mow I bave beard tbal thou baf fbear-
ers; mow thy fbepherds that avere awith us, ave burt them not, neither was thers
aught miffing unto ¢hem, all the while they awere in Carmel : Afk thy young men,
and they avill fbeaw thee ; avberefore let the young men find favour in thine eyes 3
give I pray thee, whatfoever cometh tothy band, untotby firvant ard thy fos
Dawid. Thus gently did Dawid and his men deal with the people amongft
whom they refided ; and every good foldier fhould imitate their example.
‘To feize violently upon the property of others, without leave or confent;
to infult, ftrike and abufe the innocent; to rufh into an houfe, with an armed
mob, and take away the fubftance of the poor and helplefs ; to trample
upon the laws and liberties of the Nation, and défraud the honeft man of
his duc : All this is contrary, extreamly contrary, to the genius of the gof-
pel, and the ditates of reafon and humanity, and is the very reverfe of
that prudent conduct of the jewith monarch, which I have juft now

defcribed. o
Seventhly. Dawid awas an hardy, awatchful and active foldier. The
fchemes which he had concerted, he immediately put into execution y
witnefs his purfuit of the 4malikites, who had taken, burnt and plundered
Ziklag, and carried away its inhabitants prifoners; amongft whom were
Dawvia’s wives: He came upon them by torced marches, overtook them
before they were aware of it, put them totally to the rout, and recovered
his wives, the reft of the captives, and the fpeil, out of their hands. The
altivity of Dawvid, his expedition, and difpatch in the execation of his de’
figns, fhould excite gentlemen of the mikhitary charaéter, to vigorous mea-
fures ; the advantages that will redound from them, will be unfpeakably
great. Vigour angcdifpatch in the execution, are fometimes cflentially
- neceflary to render a projeét fuccefsful. The condu® of that iLLusTRI-
ous Hero, of the prefent age, the Kinc or Prussia, and his uncom-
mon fuccefles, are the plaineft proofs of the truth of thefe remarks: David
(I obferv’d was an harcry foldier) he frequently underwent the greateft toils
and fatigues, he very .often flept in caves, rocks and dens of the earth ; as
any one may fee who will perufe his hiftory ; he fuffered hunger and thirit,
and the greateft extremities in the high places of the field. At a certain |
time whea he was in the cave of Adssiem, and was ready to faint for w&trcr,
‘ ce
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three of his worthies, atthe peril of their lives, broke thro’ the hoft of the
Philiftines and fetcht him water; but notwithitauding Dawid’s extremity,
he would not drink it, but poured it out to the Lord, and faid, My Gcd, for-
bidit me, that I fbosld d: this thing : Shall 1drink ti:e tlewd of these mem,
that bave put thetr lives in jecpardy P For avith the jevpardy of fheir heves
they brought it. What aflanding reproach is this conduct of the King of
J/rael, to thofe Perfons who facriice the INTERESTS CF 4 NaTION to thelr
Juxury, effeminacy and eafe : He that devore, hirticlt (o a military life,
thould learn to endure hardrefs, to morufy hic appetites, ana ceny Lime-
felf, when the intcrefts of his country cali hims, to 't; otherwiie he will
prove but a very indiflerent foidier. A handfui cf izady \latedonians,
under the command of Alexander the Grear, couid fubuue a wiiec king-
dom of effeminate Pcrfians : And this will always be tiie caic; tender,
delicate and pamper’d conititutions, unufed to labour and ‘atigue, can
never fland before the hardy and robuft. Dawvid was alio avarck/ul, he
obferv’d all the motions of the enemy, he mzintain’d a conftant guard, and
thought it a crime worthy of death, for a foldier to fieep when he was fet
to keep watch, Thus, when Abner and all the guards of king Sax/ {lept
about him, David faid unto Abner, acberefire baff thou nc: kept thy Lord
. #be king ; ye are aorthy to die, becaufe e havve not kept y:ur mafler, the Lord’s
ancinted. He manifeited an extraprdinary {pirit of vigilance, inrepeatedly
efcaping the hands of §ax/, and avoiding the defigns of his fon 4/clom ;
compare 1 Sam. xxii. xxiii. and xxiv. chapters. Now every good foldier
muft tread in Dawid’s fteps; be watchful, and always upon his guard
againft the enemy ; he fhould be excceding cautious not to be fyrprized
and taken unawares,

Eighthly. Dawid was & compaffionate and bumane fcldier ; he was averfe
to cruelty and revenge ; as fuch, he treated his encmies with a great deal
of generofity and a forgiving temper : ‘This we have partly feen from his
condu& to Sax/; he forgave Shime, tho' he curfed him moft bitterly, and
cait ftones and dirt at him, in the day of his trouble; he kindly received and
entertained Abner, bis rival’s general; and after 7cab had bafely murdered
him, he with tears, lamented his death, and attended upon his Funeral,
Dawid’s condud to the rebels, who had joined with his fon 44/olom againft
him, manifefted a gracious and merciful difpofition: And herein, o far as
he aélted confiftent with Chriffianity, I woutd propofe him, my brethren,
as a pattern for your imitation. I would not have you be of a cruel and
revengful difpofition ; but if you have an opportunity, 1 hope you will
treat your enemies with tendernefs and compafiion. I have obferved im
reading hiftory, that the braveft men have generally been remarkable for
their humanity, and generous difpofition towards their enemies ; and you
are in particular bound to exercife fuch a temper, as you are Chriffians and
enjoy the glorious light of the go/pe/, which is a fyfem of the moit fublime,
difinterefted and extenfive demsvolence. )

Laftly. And to finith the military charatter of king David; be was a
wirtuous and religious foldier ; he loved and feared God, and chearfully obey’d
his commandments ; he was eminent for the purity of hisheart, the wa:mtl}
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of his devotion, and the holinefs of his life ; he undertook and executed
all his warlike operations, in a humble dependance on the divine power
and Afliftance ; he put no truft in an arm of fleth, abfra¢t from. his crea-
tor’s blefling. When GovriaTh beheld Dawvid, he difdained and curfed
him, and faid, come 10 me, and I will give thy feflo unto the foavls of the air,
and the beafls of the field. David was not atall intimidated by thefe haugh-
words, but boldly anfwered the Giant, Thou comef? to me awith a fword,
and with a _fpear, and with a fbield; but I come 1o thee in the name of the
Lorp oF HosTs, the God of the armies of Ifrael, swhom thou haff defy’d :
T bis day will the Lord deliver thee into mine band, and 1will fmite thee, and
take thine head from thee, and I wwill givve the caviaffes of the hoft of the Phi-
liftines 1his day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beafis of the earth 5
that all the earth may know there is @ God in Ifrael ; and all this affembly fhall
#now, that the Lord Javeth not with fword and jpear; for the battle is the
Lord’s, and be wvili givve you into our hands : Seme trufled in chariots, and fome
in horfes, but David remembered the name of the Lord bis God, Pfalm xx. 7.
He afcribed all his courage,” fuccefs and fkill, in military affairs, to God :
By thee (fays he) I bave run thre’ a trocp, and by my God, bhave I leaped
ever aawall; it is God that girdeth me with firength, and maketh my avay
perfecl, he maketh my fret like Hinds fret, and fetteth me ypon my high places,
be teaches my bands to-awar, jo that a bow of flecl is broken by my arm, Pla.
xviii. He difclaims all dependance on human power, in the xxxiii.
Pfalm, 16 and 17 Verfes; there is no king faved by the multitude of an boft,
an horfe is a wain thing for fafety ;5 neither fball he deliver any by bis great
Sirength.  Senficle of his dependance upon God, he always prayed for the
diviue blefling before he engaged : This was his {upplication, Thox art my
king, O God ! command deliverance for Jacob. Through thee will ave pufb
down our enemies, through thy name awill we tread them under, that rife up
againft us.  For Iaviil not 1ruft in my bow, meither foall my fword favve me
givve us belp from trouble, for vain is the help of man.  Thro’ God we fhall do
waliantly 5 fir be it is tiat joall tread donon our enemies, Pfalm xlvi. and Ix.
When Abitopbel, that eminent ftatefman, had gone over to £4/z/sm, he
cried out, O Lord, 1 pray téec, turn the counfel of Ahitophel into foolifbnefs.
When he was ready to'be deftroyed by the hands of Sau/, he prayed unto
the Lord for deliverance, compare lvii. and lix. Pfalns. When Dawvid had
obtained a victory, he acknowiedged the agency of God init, and gave
thanks to his grear and glorious name ; as mnay be {feen in the xviii. and
xxi. Pfalms : Where he exprefles himiclt in the following manner, 7 bave
purfued mine enemies and ovvertaken them ; reither did I turn again *till ¢
were confumed. 1 bhave awound.d them that they were not able torife : For thou
baft girded me awith firengtB unto battle ; thou baft fubdued under me, thefe thas
rofe up againft me, teou bafl alfo given me the necks of mine enemies. David
was-very conftant in prayer to sod ; o1 uing, evening, and at noon, he made
bis fugplication 18 the moft bigh ; he loved the boufe of God, and the place
avbere his honour dawelt : He affirms, he would rather be a door-keeper im the
boufe of the Lord, toan dwell in the tents of awick:dnefs 5 and cries out, botw
amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of bofts! One thing bave I defired of the

Lord



Lord, and that awill I feck aficr, that I may dwell in the boufe of the Lord,
all the days of my life, to bebold the beanty of the Lord, and enquire in bis
. gemple. Dawid took a facred delight in the contemplation of the law of
God, and the reading of his word : His delight avas in the leav of the Lord,
and in his law did he mcditate both day and mght. 'The pradtile of piety was
{o far from being his burthen, that it was his greateft pleafure ; aocordin.ge
ly, he fings in the xix. Plalm, The flatutes of the Lord are right, rejcicing the
ﬁ’:’art : More are they to be defircd than gold; yea, than much fine gold : Swceeter
alfo than beney, or the beney ccmé.  He heartily approved of the duties of
religion, and habitually hated all kinds of fin ; be efieemed Ged’s precepts,
copcerning all things, 1o be right, and be kated every fulje avay. is piety
was not only external; but his heart delighted in it. O/ boav { love 1hy law,
(is his language) *tis my meditation all 1he day long : He ardently defired to
make progreis in helinefs, and be more conformable to the divine image,
be afpired atter perfeclion, and panted after immertality., 45 1b2 bart
pants (fays he) after the acater Lrooks, fo panteth my foul, after thee, O Ged ! My
Joul thirfreth jor Ged, the living Ged; avhen ffail I come and appear befors
Ged.  His breafi was enflamed with the moft lively and cordial gratitude to
his heavenly father; of this his numerous afleciionate thankfgivings,in the
Pplalms, are an ample teftimony. David was anxious aubout the renovation
.and fanétification cf his nature, and endeavoured to culuvate inward puiity
and holinefs ; he truly repented of all his Sins, and cfiered toGod the facri-
fices of a broken fpirit, a broken and contrite Leart : Ie truiled in the righ-
teou/nefs and merits of a future Mefliah, for pardon and juftification : He
confefled his original and actual fins, with the loweft humility, and fought
falvation in a way of free and unmerited grace, accounting that man hap-
py whofe uanfgrcflion was forgrven, and to whom the Lord imputed not
niquity ; he renounced all dependance upen his ¢wn goodnets, 1o the
fight of Ged, faying, Not unto us, not unto us, but unto thy name, (e the
bencur ana glery : He baicd the congregation of ewil deer,, and abftained from
the company of the wicked. He acalked not in the courjel of the ungedly 3
wor flocd in the way of firucrs, ner fat in the feat of the fcornfil: He kept bis
2orgue as axith a bridle, wbilft the avicked were befere Fim. e rejciced, and
delighted in God, and entertaired a folemn and affeing fenfe of his om-
niprefgnce, power, glory, majefty, wifdom, holinefs, goodnefs, mercy
and truth ; he was a perfon of the greateft integrity, abhorred falfehood,
and maintained a facred regard for the truth; Le thus addreffed the heart
fearching God, O Lord! if there be iniquity in my bands, if I Lave reavar-
ded evil unto bim that awas at peace avith me; yea, bawve delivered him awho
wwithout canfe is mine enemy 5 let 1he enemy perfecute my Joul and take it. He
prefents us with the following defcription of the goou man, whilft he gave
‘an example of it *n his own life and converfation. Lord, avbe fiall devell
én 1by tabernacle ? Who fhall abide in thy boly bill ? He tiat awalketd up-
wightly and sverketh righteonfnefs, and fpeaketh the truth in bis beart. He that
backbiteth not avith bis tongue, nor doth ewil to bis neighbour, nor taketh ap
& reproach againfl his neigbbour, in whofe eyes a wile pe;fou is comtemptible :
Bt be bonaureth them shat fear the Lord; he that hath clean bands axd a pure
Heart
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. Heart, awhobath not lift up his foul to wanity, nor fvemudeceitfully. Davig
- was convinced of ¢ghe geceflity of this charatter, in order to obtain futuie

happinefs : He knew that the wicked awould ée turned into bell, and all the
wations that forget God ; he knew that Jehovah hated all the awerkers of
iniquity, and weould finally rain upon them fnares, firc and brimflone, and an
borrible tempefi : 'Therefore he walked in the ways of Lolinefs, and kept the-
commandments of his Ged ; knowing it was the only way to fecure his
blefling here, and eternal felicity hereafter: Hg endeavoured to live in a
ftate of reconciliation with God, that in cafe he was flain in battle, he
might be traflated to thofe HAPPY ABODES, where there is fullne/s, an cver-
lajting h[u liefs of joy. A fenfe of his integrity, and the favour of God,
made him bold and intrepid in the dayﬁ: tle; he could look beyond
the fcenes of flaughter, and behold the heavenly Caraar o8 his infailible
reward; he knew how infinitely dangerous it would be, to ritk his lifz in
the high places of the field, if God was his enemy, and he remained in a
unpardoned and unfatisfied condition; he knew thatin duch g cafe, the
mortz! blow that depriv’d him of his life, would difpatch him to the regi-
ons of rever-ending mifery and difpair; he therefore lived in the praltife
of univeyial virtue, and m.a coaftant preparation for his great and laft
change : Hechofe God for the portion of his foul, and maintained a life
of communion with him in provilencesand ordinances; in fhort be deried
all ungodline/s and cvcry averldiy luft, and liwed foberly, rightcouly and g:dly in
1his projent evil averld, .

'Thus, my brethren, I have defcribed THE MILITARY CHARACTLR OF
Kine Davip; I now proceed to urge you to an imitation of it.

And, in the firlt place, I begleaye to addrefs THE GENTLEMEN OFTI-
CERS, under a view of the precceding paniculars. :

GENTLEMEN, -
Let me exhort you to copy after that crraT and cminenT feripture

— —————

HERO, whofe piety, martial exploits, and cndowments, 1have juft now

briefly fet Lefore you ; let the fame zeal to vindicate the rights and liber-

ties of your fellow fubjelts; let the fame loyalty to your King, and love to

your Country, warm your brcafts, which animatéd his ; exercife the

{ame benevolence and re%arc‘l to the men placed under your cdbmmand ; ke

watcnful over their morals and behavicur, and remember you are accoune
table to God for all thofe mifs-fteps in their condud@, which by ‘your influ-
ence, zuthority and example you, may prevent ; fuffer them not to curfe,
fwear,_ get drunk, pillage, beat one another, and infult the innocent with

unpunity ; yetreraember, thatin their puaifliment, you treat them as fel-
low creatures, v.ho partzke of the fame commen nature with yourfejves,

znd arc entitled to your pity and tenderncis.  Lifcipline, confidering the
-univerial cocruption of mankind, is peceffiry in an army ; yet it fhould be
condusicd with humanity, and according to the genius and fpirit of the|
gofpel. 4 v ¢ -t
. GentrLEMEN, You have obferv’d in the preceeding difcourfe, thatking ;
David always went to battle in 2 humble dependance on the blefling of
God, and with eurnclt prayers of fuccefs {rem Lis almighty arm. I hope.
: ' ' there.;

\T



(14 )
therefore, you will not be athamed to imitate the jzwism MonarcH, in
this important part of his condu& ; and to implore the afliftance of the
Lord of Hofts, in every branch of your duty. Think not GenrLEMEN,
that the t God 15 inattentive to the concerns of this lower world ; for
he roles the Universe by his Provipence, ard makes the fcale of vi€tory
incline to whatever fide he pleafes. We have pofitive affurances, in the
facred feripture, that he interpofed in favour of particular armies, who
fought his affiftance by prayer, and deftroyed others who defpifed it ; and
. is he not the fame God now, that he was then ? Is he not as much concern-
ed in the management of events in the prefent conjunéture of affairy, ashe
was in former ages ? Has ngg the prefent war furnifhed us with the
moft ﬁrikingv proofs of his SuserINTENDENCY, and doth it not feem,
GenTLEMEN, that confidering the fuperior number of britifh troops at
MononcaneLa and TicoNDEROGA ; their defeat was owing to the

frowns of that Provinence, which we did not fufficiently acknowledge. -

Gentlemen, don’t fuffer the fuccefles with which his majefty’s arms bave
been lately crown’d, to beget in you, a high opinion of yourfelves, or a
difregard to that Gon, to the fmiles of whofe favour we are principally
indebted, for all the eminent advantages w hich our tror.ps have obtained.

Gob bimfelf has declared in his word, thofe that honour me, will I
honour; but _he - that defpifeth me fhall be lightly efteemed. Oh! there-
fore look unto him for vicTory, and expe& 1t ﬁ)'rom no other quarter.

Gop is 2 being of infinite power and wifdom; he created and fuftains
the universe, and whenever he pleafes, he makes 2 wrrck oF MaTTER #
AND A CRUsH OF woRLDS: Be then perfuaded to feek the affitance of
his oMNIPOTENT ARM; leaft, if you tﬁfpifc it, it fall upon you, and
ﬂd ou to powder ; leaft it fcatter his inajefty’s troops, and ftrike terror

> the flouteft britith heart. ‘

‘Finally, GenTLEMEN, we take this public opportunity, gratefully to
acknowledge the fignal fervices done, in part by yourfelves and the brave
troops under your command, in the reduétion of the important fortrefs of
Lovissourc, and the iflands of Cape-BrEToN and St. Jouw’s: We
confefs ourfglves much obliged to you, for the dghgers and fatigues to
which you have expofed yourfelves, for the britith nation in general, and
this part of his majefty’s c{ominions in particular. Gentlemen, weardent-
ly with and pray, that your former fuccefs may be the happy prelude of
more IMPORTANT VICTORIES ; and may Gop improve you as inftruments
in his hand, to chaftife our cruel and perfidious enemies, and reftore an
honourable peace to your country. May the ILord of hofts profper your
arm®, protect your perfons, and make you greatand diﬁinguifﬁ’d g;:ﬂings:

-

Thefe are the fincere withes of my heart, and I am perfuaded not only of *

mine, but every perfon in this aflembly.
- Inow pafs gn to make an application of my difcourfe to the soLpiars
who are here prefent. Brethren, I have propofed, for your imitation, the
example of a very religious and accomplifh’d foldier, a man of diftinguifh’d
Ee&,‘ and under the infallible direction of God’s holy"ipirit: Therefore
¢ there be an emulation amongft you, who fhall refemble it moft t,-h:ct
. {-

*
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there bé a generous ftrife, who fhail mnake the neareft approaches to vl
MILITARY CHARACTER OF KinG Davin. B¢ of good courage, and

the men for your people, and the cities of your God; and the Lord do that avbick
Jeemeth bim good. Let the weLrars of fo many of your feléw fubjetts,
the welfare of the proTESTAMEP INTEREST, the welfare of the cHURCH
or CHrisT, animate your hearts, and in{pire you with martial ardour
and intrepidity. Let the blood of innocent babes and helplefs v.omes,
which has been thed by barbarous hands; let the captivity and death of fo
mapy brave foldiers, the lofs of important garrifons, the groans of diftrefed
multitudes, the eminent danger which threatens the lives and proper-

ties of your countrymen, and their invaluable liberties, both civil and -

facred ; let thefe united and affeéting confiderations, ftir you uE to great and
glorious deeds. Behold the bones of flaughtered britons, bleaching on
the banks of MonoxGAHBLA ; review Ti1co 5Cr0GA’s BLOODY FIRLD,
“covered with the bodies of your poor brethren : There the daftard French

shrunk into the ground from sr1T1sH vALOUR ; and hardly fecure in their

deep, inacceflible intrenchments, with trembling hearts, flew the heroes
whom they durft not face. Oh BriTtain! O my countrY! how did
thy vaLianT sons fall in battle; how were thy micuTY flain by hottile
hands : There HOWE, the utro, and the paTr1OT fell, there fell a lifk
of worTHiIES, expofed to an unequal chance, and cut off by an untimely

ftroke. O! let thefe'tender refleftions, my brethren, aroufe up all the

max and the briton, and exetteyou to attack the enemy with redoubled ar-
dour and fury. Let a fenfe of BRiTTANNIA’S WRONGS, and the difhonour
which her arms have fuffered ; let the glotious vi€tories of your renowned
anceftors, and all thatis greatand noble, warm you breafts, and make you
Pdauntlefs like lions. Endeavour, by the moft Pallant exploits, to wipe of
the difgrace which has been caft on the britith arms, and retrieve the glory
of the Englith name. Confider how Dawid was concerned to take away
the reproach from I/rael, and what indignation glow’d in his breaft agzinf}
the Philiftine ; and let the fame paffion b~ in you, let your arms, ket your

Jwords, be like the bow of Jonathan, awbich turned not back ; and the favord

of Saul, avbich turned nct empty frem the blood of the flain, from toe fat of
the mighty : Difert not your poil, fly not from your duty in the day of
battle, but bravely face the adverfary, and rufh on to the bold at-
tack ; fight manfully, plunge into the midft of the enemy, and rurn not
again ’till they are fallen under your feet, *till you bawve beat them /mall as the
duff before the wind. But here let e caution you, not to venture in your
cwn firength, not to truft in an arm of fieth; but, like Dawvid, go forth
in the name of the Lord ; exertyourfelves in a hufble dependancy on his
Blefling and affiftance ; pray earneftly to him for dire&ticn, courage, and
fuccefs ; apply to God to ftrengthen your hands, and cover you heads, in
the day of battle. Without the divine affiftance ycu can do nothing ; thus
weread, 2 Chron. xxvi. §. That avhen king Uzziah fought the Lord, God
made bim to projper ; but the contrary happened when he neglefled it:
And awben :be children of Judab, in Abuah's reign, relied upon the Lord
Ged of their farbers, they prevailed againft the children of Yacl,  Therefore

truft
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truft in the Lorp, and make the mosT sicii-your habitation :. Apd reft
perfuaded, that numbers, courage and military fkill, will avail you nothing,

- #f God fhould frown upon you; this we all know by melancholly, expeg-
ence, the battle is not to the ftrong, nor ghe race to the fwift ; for God
defireys 1he proud and mighty, in 1he imagliatian of their bearts ; and exalis
the bumble and the weak : He dorh according 10 bis fovereign awiil and glea-
Rre, in the armies of heaven above, and amorg [t th¥inbabitants cf the earth
belexv 5 and there is mone that can controul bim, flay bis hand, or dare jay
‘wnto bim, wbat dosff thou ? -
. In the mext place, my brethren, let me tell you, if you defire fuccefs to
attend your arms; ’tis neceflary, zbfolutely necefiary, that you, as well
as we, fhould abftain from finful prattices; for Gop lates, and is angry
wvith the avicked every day, and will baffle the defigns of thofg that defpite
his authority, and trample his laws under foot ; he will frown upon their
meafures, and caufe them to fall by the hands of their encmies. We are”
told, Deut.xxii.q. That aben the hofl gocth againfi the enemy, then the peos
ple foould keep themjeles from every avicked thing.  We are alfo informed in
the 7th of o/bua, that the Ifraelitcs could not prevail againit the children
of Ai, "till they had put aawvay the evil and accurjed thing, from among them.
Now let me afk you, brethren, do you make any attempts to eraiicate vigj-
ous habits, ,and lay afide the practice of iniquity? Are there not on the
contrary,. many amongft you who commit the grofieft abominations? who
. delight in drunkennets, fornication, violenge, riotous living, prophane
fwearing, and other deteftable vices ! Now, how can you reafonably expect
the éleffing of God, aslong as you are guilty of fuch bafe a&tions ¢ Bliying
of Ged ; no, his wrath will come upon fuch tran{greilors to the uttermott.
t me tell you, if you fall in battle, you will, without doubt, be cait into4
MELL, where the {fmoak of your torments will afcend for ever and ever.
Let me therefore urge you to forfake your fins, and turn to God with all
your hearts ;- be chatte and temperate ; wrong no man; do violence to no
man, ncither accufe any falfely, and be content with your wages; obey
your oflicers; behave in a fober, regularand difcreet manner: In fhort,
mnitgte the charalter of Kine Davin, and thus you will obtain the love of
your fellow creatures, and there will be a much greater probability of your
fuccefs in the day of batde.
. Let me advife all the foldiers indifcriminately, to fearch into their {piri-
tual flate: See to it, my brethren, whether you are prepar’d to meet
- death, the king of terrors ; examinesyouriclves, whether ye be in the
faith, prove your own felves ; do you live as probationers for cternity 2
And are you qualified for the kingdom of Chrilt and of God ! Have you,
with holy Dawid, heartily renounced, and fincercly repented of all yous
Sins ? do you live a life of faith in a faviour’s merits ,and of obedience to
his divine commandments ¢ Do you, with the royal Pfalmit, delight in
prayer, 'in praife, in going to the houfe of god, and reacing, and medita-
ting ypen his word ? Do you, with him, avoid the company of the wick-
ed, hate fin with perfe& hatred, and delight in the law ol the Lord, after
the inner nan ? Age the corruptions of your heart and the follies of ylggt;‘
‘ o . life,

-
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Jife, your greateft burthen ? and do you, with the Kirg of Ifrael, pray eai-
neftly for the pardon of your fins, and the funification of yourhatures 2
Are you anxious to cultivate inward purity, maintain communion with
God, and make advances in the divine life ? Have you been convinced of
your loit and ruia’d condition by nature, and your expofednefs, whil§ in
that conditian, to divine wrath and juftice ? And have you, in confequénce

of this convittion, by faith, fled to Jefus, the only city of rcr’uge ? If you

have not, you are in a very unfafe and difmal fituation ; for God out of

Chrift is a confuming fire; and finners out of Chrift, are expofed, not orly

to temporal, but ETERNAL DEATH : Let me therefore exhort you, before

you go to the field of battle, to make God your truft, your buckler, your

thield and your high tower ; lean not upon yourfelves,” your own valour,

your own ftrength, or your own righteoufnefs ; truft not m horfes or chi-

riots, but truit in the name of the Lord of boffs, the God of the armies of
Ifrael; flee to Chrift immediately, without any delay, fecure an %interett

in his favour, and then necither death nor life, neither France nor hell, can -
{¢parate you from his love. But like good Fofrab, if flain in battle, you

will be carried by angels from blood and carnage, from tumultand flaugh-

ter, to the regions of everlafting and undifturb’d repofe. I exhort you all

to attend to thefe ferious confiderations ; I warn you all as a friend, who

is anxious for your prefent and future welfare, to avoid thofe fins and abo-

minations, which are, alas ! too commoa in an army : Avoid every kind of
profancnefs and immorality ; fhun, as much as poffible, the company of

the wicked, and in the time of leifure, meditate on religious fubjeéts, and

let it be a matter of the higheft concern to your fouls, to prepare for death,

judgment and eternity.  Now is the only accepted time, now is the day

of {alvation; thereforc in God’s name, for Chrift’s fake, and asyou would
not be forever mierable ; let me befeech and inteat you, with the utmoft

importunity, to confider thefe things which belong to your peace, before

they are everlaftingly hid from your eyes.

* Belicve me, my brethren, when I reflet that therc are fo many poor -
{fouls among you, .going very-foon to the field of battle, ftom whence ’tis

‘probable that fome of you will never return ; and when I confider that

they are not yet reconciled to god, thro’ the blood of his fon, and there-

fore muft perith forever, if flain by the enemy.—I fay, when I confider

thefe things, my heart bleeds for you: Unhappy creatures, whom the

fword of the adverfary may fend to the fhadesof hell: Repent of all your

fins betimes ; in the day of aétion you will have no opportunity for this

important purpofe, therefore now embrace the coLpzN MOMENTS, and

deck the pardon of your fins, and an intereft in the MErITS of CHRisT,

before you go hence to be here no more.

Brethsen, you have refided for fome time amongft us, and Ihope and
believe you have been, in the main, well treated by the inhabitants of this
town; we. have always wifhed you well, and therefore are urwilling you
fhould part from us, without exprefling that our hearts are toward you.
We with you a blefling from the houfe of the Lord. Gobp ALMiGHTY
blefs you, protet and profper you! Teach your bands to avar and your fine-

l _ _ gers
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T 10 R < courage and condu&®, make-pog she terror of
mgg:yf:mofgeourconntry! God be J-’gnf: au’/lrez::
& wery prefent belp in time of trouble: The Lorp oF sosTS with you ;

- he God of. Jacob be your refuge ! may he render<you ficcefsful, make
bare his EVERLASTING ARM in your behalf, give you ghe necks of your
_enkmies, render your expedition fafe, honourable and victorious; make
you good and faithful foldiers of the Lord Jefus Chriff, and at laft confer
uwpam you, a crown of unfading glory, a crown of EVER BLOOMING
ANR TRIUMPHANT LAURELS : That this may be the happy portion of
every foul in this affembly, may God of his infinite mercy grant, for the
fake of our dear redeemer, to whom, with the father and the holy fpirit,
be, rendered and afcrib’d, the kingdom, power and glory, for cver and

‘ever.  AMEN






