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B I B L E B A P T I S M. 

,$p-rinkling. ot' !Pontting .. lfte .$crfp.-, 
tnt'al fflob~ of ~aptism. 

"For John truly baptized with water, but ye shall be 
haplize<l with the Holy Ghost not many days hence."­

Ac-rs i. 5, 

IT is strange that Presbyterians do not haw· 
more to say upon this subject. Our church has 

always given its greatest attention to what we 
consider of more importance-the doctrines of 
salvation and the question, "how should man be 
just with God?" (Job ix. 2.) But whereas these 
are more momentous themes, the others which per­
tain to form and ceremony are not to be slighted. 
There is a general misapprehension among our 
brethren of the Baptist Church as to just what 
we Presbyterians do believe on the subject of 
baptism. Intelligent and well-informed persons of 
that denomination have tokl me they supposed 
that all Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Metho~ 
<lists, Lutherans, Moravians, and Episcopalians 
believed that the original mode of baptism was by 
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immersion, and that we had adopted sprinkling 
because it was more convenient, which, of course, 
is a mistake. We believe that the Bible mode of 
baptism was sprinkling or pouring. That is t,u 
doctrine of the Presbyterian Church throughout 
the world. As to what the ordinance means, so 
great an authority as the Rev. Dr. Jeter, a dis­
tinguished Baptist divine, now deceased, but 
whose fragrant memory still lives, said: "This i~ 
an outward ritual washing, symbolic of a moral 
one, as said Ananias to Saul, 'Arise and be 
baptized, and wash away thy sins."' That is prn 
cisely the position of the Presbyterian Church, 
In this declaration, Dr. Jeter did not agree with 
the majority of his denomination as to the mean­
ing of the ordinance, but the Baptist position is 
stated correctly by Dr. Pendleton, when he says: 
"Baptism represents the burial and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ," and so they speak constantly of 
the "liquid grave." That is the belief of the 
Baptist Church, a great and noble body of Chris­
tian people, whom we love and admire, and with 
whom we are willing and anxious to hold the 
closest possible fellowship and communion. The 
Baptist position is that immersion is the only 
_valid form of baptism, and the Presbyterian that . . . ' 
it s1gmfies the outpouring of God's spirit, and 
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that the mode in scripture was by sprinkling or 
pouring; but that the exact form of baptism is not 
essential to the validity of the sacrament. 

We hold that while sprinkling or pouring is the 
proper mode, immersion will do, and we think 
we are logical in this. We believe, likewise, that 
ordination to the ministry should be by several 
Presbyters. A man is ordained t5> the ministry 
by the laying on of the hands of a body of men. 
Our Episcopal brethren, whom we hold in high 
esteem, believe that ordination can only be 
effected by the laying on of hands by an Episco­
pal Bishop. Now, we believe in ordination by a 
number of Presbyters, but we also hold that Epis­
pal ordination will do; and so when a minister 
comes to us from the Episcopal Church we 
receive him without reordination, though his ordi­
nation was not done exactly according to what we 
think was the scriptural method. 

So in regard to confirmation, we do not re­
ceive members into the church by what is called 
confirmation, the laying on of a bishop's hands, 
but when an Episcopalian comes with his letter 
to join us, we take him on his certificate, just as 
if he had come from another Presbyterian con­
gregation, because confirmation will do, And 
this is logical, for it is not right to put a form on 
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the same footing with a great spiritual fact, and it 
is the spiritual fact that the form stands for, which 
must be held sacred above all things. Faith ana 
repentance are necessary to salvation, and so 
when a man from the world comes to join the 
church, we ask him if he believes in Jesus Christ 
as his Saviour, if he is sorry for his sins, and de­
termined to lead a religious life. We cannot 
receive a man from the world into the church 
unless he answers yes to these questions. These 
are the spiritual things that belong essentially to 
religion, and without which a man cannot be 
saved. Now we think these are the things to 
set up above all ceremonies, and to require at the 
hands of every man that woulcl be a communi­
cant of the church, and 1,1·e deem it a mistake to 
put a ceremony on the same footing with regen­
eration, as manifested in faith, repentance, and 
love, and to say that a man cannot be considered 
a member of the church unless he has been con­
firmed by a bishop, or has been baptized in a 
particular form. It will be objected, why then 
will not Presbyterian ministers baptize persons by 
immersion, as well as by sprinkling, when re­
quested to do so? The answer is, we accept 
persons who have been immersed, because the 
validity of an ordinance does not depend upon its 
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t l·orii, but when we administer it, we musi excic , . 
I conlit1~ to wliat we /Jcba,e wns tire practue 

ac M 'Tl. • t f Lhc Aposcolic Church. 11s ts necessary o 
~,e dignit)', order and pr0priely of church ad­

ministration. 
We think that the position of our dear brethren 

f the Baptist Church is wrong in holding that 
0 . 
only immersion is baptism, for many rea~ons ~-
One is because it leads necessarily and log~c~ll:v 

Practice which is repugnant to the Christian 
to a . " 
instinct. That practice is " close commumon. 
It is embarrassing to the Baptists, because ~t g~es 
against their Christian instinct for fellowship with 
all saints. Most Baptists of England teach open 
communion. l\fr. Spurgeon practised it. I have 
communed at his table. It embarrasses our dear 
Baptist brethren, who have to maintain "close 
communion," because they love their brethren of 
other churches; their instinct of son-ship to God 
makes them desire fellowship, an<l many a Baptist 
parent, whose child is a member of the Presbyte­
rian church, longs to sit with him at the table of 

our Lord. To avoid this embarrassment, the 
Baptist ministers often say that "close com­
munion " is a misnomn, and that it should be 
called "dose Baptism." But this will not stan4 
because they ilo not :iclmit to their communion 



I 

I 

I 

10 Bible Bnptz'sm. 

persons of other denominations who ha,vt.: been 
immersed, as for example, the " Disciples'' or 
"Christians," who uniformly b::iptize in the same 
manner as the Baptists clo. A person must not 
only be immersed; but must also be a member of 
t.he Baptist communion, or he cannot sit at their 
table. So it is "close communion " after all. 

The Baptist may hold that immersion is the orig­
inal scriptural m de because he believes it, but he 
makes a grave error in declaring that it is the 
only mode, for that mistake leads to close com­
munion, which unchurches the great majority of 
Christians, though God acknowledges tbem by 
~iving them his Spirit. 

I remember in the city of Savannah, an eminen: 
Baptist minister from England, one of Mr. Spur­
geon's friends, whom I knew well. He insisted 
upon communing with otheP denominations, an<) 
<lid so according to the custom of most Baptists in 
his native country, and he was told that he must 
desist, or be expelled from the church. He said 
iie could not go against his conscience, and he 
was at the age of about fifty, a gray-haired min­
ister of Christ, cut off from the communion. Now 
J say that a doctrine which leads necessarily to 
rnch an act must be wrong. Just exactly as with 
regard to Apostolical succession in the great and 
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I The Episcopalians have • COI)alohurc11. ld 
ooblc E1 ,s . l tea h that ordination shou 

• hcheve o.nc · d · 
a right to I' • of th Bishop, ordame m a 
t.a at the hands . from the Apostles, 
.,,._ • C of SLLC ' CS$l0l1 

regular hn . k they a.nnot prove it. B~t they 
though we thin_ k • I oldinrr that orrlinat1on can 

·:we n:nsta e tn 1 o d . d 
mnkeagi , wa lfa man must be or ame 
he by no ~thcr _, bY: hoJ> and in -no other way, 

Er 1scop,u lS ' t 
by nn . ~. f other denominations have no 
then m1m~ters ll is n necessary consequence, 
been ordnme . , t be admitted into an 

l t they canno 
therefore, t ia . ,acb or admini11ler the 

• 1 )ll]p1t to pre , . 'ch 
Ep1scopa l I that a position wh1 

ts Now sa.y , h 
sacr:tmen • • . t to lhe Jng esl . clns10n so repugna11 . 
]eacls to a con l l ·c11 is so embarrassmg . , • ·f ct anc w 11 
Chnstw.n ins m , f the Episcopal church, 

dear brethren o . 
to om Tl e premises of human logic 
must be wrong. the\ecessary conclusions which 
must be tested by I . a great mistake to put 
flow from them. t is ;ooting with faith, love, 

0 1 the same 1' 

ceremony t In other words, the church of 
1 rc1ient::tnce. · · t 

an < h ·t • things 1>erta1111ng o l ld have c an Y 111 
Goel s ,ou d allow liberty in them, 
form and ceremony, an b . the 

• • • ith all the power of her emg, 
m:untammg w .1 . t' ·ty demanding a 

1 t t of c 1r1s 1am , 
monument::1 ac 5 

. d alting the 
personal religions exp1:.nence, an ex d 
great doctrines that cluster around the cross, an 
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about the person ()( our avi ur-those mighty 
real ities th11t p<!rtain t etemily-::md not make 
essential, things that onfessedly nrc for time. 

The word /Japtise is the English form f th 
Greek word lJq:ptizo. The rea!lon why U1c trans­
lators of the Scriptures did not translate it, is 
because there is no word in the Engl ish language 
which means just the same thing as the Gr ·ek word 
lJ<J1,ti::1(1. The ,nearest word to iL is wa ~- The 
word lJttp'lizo is used in secular Greek li t rature, 
in a. grent many different ways, and 'With different 
meanings. To illustrate Pindar, horn five hun. 
dred and twenty years before Chri1;1l, u ed it in 
speaking of tJ1e cord 011 a fish ing net, to say that 
the cord was baptized; when lhrown into the 
water. Plato, born four hundred and twenty. 
nine years before Christ, $poke of people being 
baptized by drinking too much wine • also of a 
youth who was baptized by hard questions put to 
him.. A shi p that sank in the sea, was so.id to 
b1,we been baptized; a !nan wa.s baptized by his 
own tears that fell on hjs face. And in one place 
the blood of a frog is said to have baptized a \ake. 
The word is used in secular reek writings in 
many senses, the prevalent idea being to ,va.c;h, 
but in the New TestameQt it is used for one pur­
pose. What is, that ? i e are to learn, by the 
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It is very common-uni-
th mselves. f . 

• ·riptures e ·d to be taken out o its . \- for 3. WO! . 
versa! indeec :l , laptcd to a particular pur~osc ' 
general uses an~ ,l; ~y of any society, art, science 
!llld in the voca. u a il the case. Take the 

. • this i s necessn.r y b 
r rel!g1on, ' 1·t means servant, ut we 

cl "<lea on - . • 
'reek wor . . etting warrant from the Scnp-

use it in rehgion, g ffice in the church of 
l title of an o 

tnres, a.~ t 1e byter means old man, 
"Elder" or pres ' . d 

o<l_- . . ~icaJ religious sense it is appl:e to 
!;>ul in its teclll 1 ch. and an elder is not 

of the cuu: • • 
an officer vVe have elders m our 

old mnn. r always an It is the name o 
' I e young n,en. " 
church w l ru- tt Greek word "deipnon, 

And so ,1e T k 
an office. ,, plied in general Gree "supper, ap 
which 1.neans '-t"vals dinners and suppers, to feasts ,es i , 
litera.ture ' 1 • 

5 
r0 r repast is taken u P • d f gat 1enng 1' ' 

11,nd all km S l 1 in a technical and 
S 'ptures Ml USC( 

lly the n 1 I l's Supper. It has . for l 1e ,or( 
religious sense . eeuliar supper or feast of our 
been devoted lol .i pd' Slipper was i11stlL11tecl after 

• • The .,or s k 
rehg10n. 1 1 l bc"n eaten o.nd we now er 1nea 1,ll ~ ' . 
the passov . f bread u.nd wine was 

l mall 1)ort10n o 
that on Y a 

5 
S e might take one 

• th"s sacrament. o w . . 
used 1n 

1 
. ,, 1 say that the disciples • f" lcipnon an< 

::a:;~:e ~orcl's dSupper, hu~~l t;:ti~o~i• o:~~ 
drank until they ha enoug ' 



nance. This seems to hn. c been lhe view of the 
orinthians, as we read of St Paul reproving theru 

for eating and drinking to excess at tbe Lord's 
table, sayi11g they I1ad" h use. to at and drink in,•• 
and, "if any man hunger, let him eat at 11 Ille.•• 
Thi sacrament did not involve the use of much 
bread and winl!. It is not in kel!pfog with spir. 
itual things that men and women should conie 
together :lnd eat plentifully and drink to their 
satii;faction in a holy ordinance. When physical 
things are used to represent spiritual it shou.Id he 
sparingly, and the Lord's upper Wtl.S not instj. 
tutcd until tho evening rep:ist was over. And s 
in baJ)tism, we must get the meaning of the word 
from its religious use in the Scriptures, and there 
alone can we determine exa.ctlx what it describe ·. 
We must learn th meaning of astronomi aJ terms 
hy reading ll.'iLTonomy, and of .religious terms Ly 
1·eading the great book of religi n, which Go l 
has written for our instruction. 

If baptism refers to tb.e burial f fu·ist, and 
not as we thi11k, to the outpouring of Oo<l's 
Spirit t1pon the soul, uy whi h it is leansed from 
sin and brought into uniof) with Chri. t, it Sland 
for the same spiritual tru t.h as th<;: Lord's .'upJ <:1. 

'l'he b':I. ra.ment of the L rd's Supper stands for 
the atonement, the deatJ1 of Christ, aod one sac-

Bible B aptism. 15 

lhat The great work of 
• nough for • • th atone• rament JS e . . . ·usl as essential as e 

~1oly Spmt ts J d except the Holy t llt r 11 be save , 
ment. No ma.11 :1t up n him, and his heart be 
~pirit he poured 1 both sacraments to the 

I If we npp y . 1 ft for the h:inge • . we have nothmg e 
,vork of ~l~IS\:ich is just as necessary as the 
.., )irit's work, ' 

t lonement. . 1 r this a question of a 1 ot cons1c e 
While we co n that it is neces~ary • portance nor . . . 

fundamcntnl 1m . • baptism by sprmklmg m 
t belteve 111 b ed 

for a man o mber of the church, or e sav . ' 
Order to be a me t which represents a spir­

t sacrainen 1 . h 
we think tha. a l cmble the spiritual act w uc 
itual truth, -shoul~ ~:s tism meant the burial and 
it st:mds for. , I l . p tl1en there would be some 
resurrection of C inst, t that immersion was the 

I • the argumen then strcngt l m ~ ld be necessary even ' 
• 1 t form but it wou . Of course im-rig 1 .' . the cnptures. . 

l J)rovc it from b 'al of Christ m some 
• • blcs tl1c ur1 . l ,. 

J11"1'!'110n resem tl1 t hrist was bunec uy 
t 1 st· not a · 

degree a ea • h ouncl as men nre m 
1 'nto t e gr ' 

being put c own l. • l 1u c<l into a chamber, 
L, t by bemg in ro 

this day, ~ h a do r, for he was so 
being earned t!1ro_ug 1 ber cut in the side of 

• tific1al c rn.m · 
buried m an ar d <ls of such tombs m 

k There are hun re h 
a roe . • There is some resemblance, ow-Palestme now. 
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eve~, between th a t f burial and the cer 
f • • Clll9ny o un.mersion. But if baptism signifies the 

• f G I' s · · out. P u1:ng o O{ s_ f)Lr1t upon the soul, and the 
washmg .i,way of sin then the sacrm11ent ougJ-tt to 
Tesemhle t hat. To p~1t a man into the Tv"t . 

• . . .• « er 18 not a fittmg foson pt.ibn or synibol of th out 
• f G cl' $ • • Pour. mg o o s pmt. 

Throughout the Old and ew Testa.in 
b • . . . ents 

apttsrn lS associated w1tl1 the outpouriur,; f' 
G di s . . 1 " 0 

o s , pmt. 'lhe two things go together, ~ d 
shon:d not be sep~ated ~o wh~n John l.he 
Bapt1st ca.me pTeachmg, J1e ·s-aJd, "I h1deed b • • ap. 
ttze you w1~h water unte repenta,11 -e : but he th 

1 . . . at 
comet l a.fter me ,1s m1gb~er th,an I, whose shoes 
I . am not worthy to hear: lte shall baptize YC!lti 
wi_th the Holy Ghost.'' (Mau. iii. 11.) Christ 
said, "Exce1~t a man be born of water an~l tl 
S , , , l C 

pmt, he cannot enter into the kingdom of Go(]" 
(!obn ii;i. 5.) And htis.t says: "Jolrn. trnly llil.~­
t'ned with water, but ye shall be baptizc,1 with 
the Holy Ghoi:t not ma.uy days hence." lt is 
needless to multiply these texts, they are 

60 
numerou~; but the outpouring of od's f:ipiri t 
and baptism are spoken of together, the one a~. 
:-he symbol, and lhe other as the hing symbol­
LZed, -and the putting of ::t man into ,'the wa~er 1s 

Jjot an apt illus!J:ation or symbol of the outpour. 
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S • ·t upon the soul. When John 
f (i;Qt l's l m · 

iru, 0 • prc.'I.Ching in the wilderness of 
B:i.ntist ca.me d , I th 

th • ~- a Hebrew priest, omg w mt e 
.1 il was as , . . d 

Juueo.. . 1 od were umversally recogmze as 
I v 1,riest 10 • • . • he' 

Jic ll' ' .., A very large functi.on of t 1r 
'k l ~w& · 

apl)
0111 

h rin kJing of the people, either W1tl1 
fli e. was t e s1 . . d h 

o ic d f the sa rifice which symbolize t e 
tho bloo Cho • t or with the water of purification, 
l d of r1s 

h 
00 

'b .., • tbe nineteenth ohapter of Num-
de$crl eu m ...: .. 1. 

a.s • 'L'he Apostle Paul speaks of these SP=-
berS. d a.shin"" of the Old Testatment as 
I• dS 1).11 W t>" 111

1o 1 • mi"-the 'Treek word being " bap-••djvers was imo- 1 
• 1 "divers baptisms." John came preac 1-

tisms - • 1 • • tl . d like any other pnest, )aptizmg \e 
mg, 1M '. ..1 110 hint is givcin of the introduc-
1,eep e, an~• b 
• f \CW form The Jews would have · een uon o a, • . . 

• k t complain at any mnovahon by one of qmc o f . 
1 
.. 

1 • pri'ests upon a ceremony o their re 1g1on t1e1r own . 
which was performed constantly before th~rr eyes. 

Cl ·st and John lived under the old d1spensa-u1 . 

tion. The old dispensation closed, and its mis-
sion was accomplished when Jesus diecl on the 
cross. Jesus being a Jew was circumcised, he 
kept the passover, he attended the Temple ser­
vices and recognized the religion of the country 
:i.ml people. 

Now when Christ came to the river Jordan to 
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be baptized by John, John forbade him, saying: 
" I have need to be baptized of thee, am\ comest 

1 

thou to me." The Lord <leclares : "Thus it 
becometh us to fnlnll all righteousness," all things 
required by the law of our religion. And John 
baptized him with water, while the Father baptized 
him with the Holy Ghost, who decended upon 
him from above. He was thus installed pt1bliclyin 
his Messianic office for the J cws and for the world, 
that he might offer himself as a sacrifice on 
Calvary, and having risen from the grave might 
ascend to heaven, and there as the High Priest 
continue his intercessions for us. 

But Christ being the divine and everlasting 
priest of whom all other priests were only types, 
never baptized any one with water which was 
the symbol, but with the Holy Ghost which water 
symbolizes. 

The Baptists argue that Christ was immersed, 
from the use, in the Scripture narrative, of the 
expressions "baptized of John in Jord:m," and 
"coming up out of the water. " vVe woulcl set 
against these the words of John in this connec­
tion "I indeed baptize you wit/1 water," and also 
the fact repeatedly mentioned that simultaneously 
with Christ's baptism "with water ''-the symbol, 
the Holy Ghost, that which was symbolized, 
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came ,/,non upon him. It woul<l have been very 
singuhr, or indeed meaningless, to put the Lord 
down into the water as a symbol of the descent of 
the Holy Ghost. As the killing of a lamb for 
s:icrifice is an appropriate type of the death of 
Christ, w is sprinkling or pouring a fitting symbol 
of the descent of the Holy Ghost. We thi1,k that 
the English version of the New Testament proves 
that Christ w:is not immersed, but if we go back 
to the inspirecl Greek, the evidence is still strong­
er for our mode. The argument of the Baptists 
is, that Christ's baptism must have been by im­
rn~rsion because the Greek preposition eis, which 
is used in the cast: must mean into, and apo must 
me:in out of. Supposing these two prepositions 
did mean only i11lo :md olt/ of, it wouhl not prove 
immersion. It might prove that Christ stepped 
into am\ tirtt t,j the water. It would not prove 
that John put the Lord under the water. In that 
country where peopk did not then, and seldom do 
now, wear shoes, it wonlr\ be most natural for per­
sons about to he baptized by sprinkling, especially 
if there were a great multitude of candidates, to 
step /,,, or possibly h1t,1 the edge of the river, and 
stand there while water was poured or sprinkled 
on their heads. Dut the use of the wotds eis and 
apo does not even prove that the Saviour stepped 
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into the water, as we see from the use o( eis, it 
occurs in Matthew iv. t, "Then was Jesus leu, up 
of the Spirit (t'is) into the wilderness"-the wil­
demess being an arid, treeless region, where it 
would be impossible tog t uratler anything except 

• by going into a ave. Was he immersed f11to 
the wilderness? It was just a'S if one said: l lo 
went into Galilee. Again, l'vlatthew v. r, "He 
went up ( eis) into a mountain," docs not imply 
that he went inside of or under the mountain. 
In John xx. 3 -6, '' Peter therefore went forth, and 
that other disci pie, and came ( eis) to the sepul­
chre." "The other disciple did outrun Peter, an<l 
came first ( cis) to the scpul hrc" . . . "yet went 
he not in!" In the succeeding verses where their 
going into the sepulchre is described, it was n -
cessary lo use a. double tis, and to say k11i cis.el­
thm eis tq mnemdon; equivalent to saying, an~l he 
entered in the sepulchre. If the use of eis in the 
narrative of Christ's going to· Jordan to be bap­
tized, proved that Christ went into the water, it 
would not follow then that he was immersed, but 
it does not even prove that he stepped into the 

water. 
So in the case of the Eunuch baptized by 

Philip. The same w?rd eis is used, and it sim­
ply means that he went to the water. ':':'he Scrip-
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ture says they went clown both into the water, both 
Philip and the Eunuch, and (that is, after they 
had gone into, or, better translation, to) "he bap­
tized him." If the eis refers to the baptism, and 
proves that the Eunuch was immersed, it also 
proves that Philip was immersed also; but the 
fu_ct is, it proves nothing about it, for it was after 
they had gone ( eis) to the water that tht: baptism 
took place. In the last verse of this chapter we 
read that " Philip was found at ( eis) Azotus," 
which is strong confirmatory proof that eis can­
not be shown to express always the idea of going 
ittfo. In this chapter cis is used eleven times, 
and only once translated into,- the other transla­
tions are "to," "in," "with," ''unto," and "at." 
It is evident that it simply refers to locality. 

The other Greek preposition which our dear 
.Baptist brethren build their theory of immersion 
upon is apo, which they claim refers to the com­
ing up out of the water in the performance of 
baptism. But if it could be proved that it always 
meant out of, it would only show that the baptizer 
and the baptized stepped out of the water, not 
that either one had been immersed in it. But 
even this cannot be proved. See Matt i. 1 7, 
"Generations from (apo) Abraham to David, ... 
andfrom (apo) David until the carrying away into 
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Babylon, and from (aj>o) the carrying away 
into Babylon unto Christ." We cot1l<l not say 
"out 1,f Abraham to David." In Acts ix. 8~ we 
read, "Saul arose from (apo) the earth." It 
could not mean out of for he had not been in or 
under it. Matt. xxv. 28 reads, "Take the talent 
from (apo) him," not out ef him, and in the sa111e 
chapter, verse 4 r, "Depart from (apo) me," not 
011t of me; and in Acts xxvii. 34, "Not a hair shaL 
fall .from (apo) the head of any of you;" not ou1 

of as if the hair were inside the head. The New 
Testament is full of passages in which apo is used 
in similar senses. Like eis, apo refers to locality, 
and it usually means from. It can be made to 
mean 011t of by a context which necessarily iin. 
plies it, and also by adding another preposition., 
as in English we say out from. 

It does not prove that J esns and the Eunuch 
were immersed, but that they were not immersed. 
When Jesus was baptizccl he went (eis) to the 
water, and camefrom (apo) the water, and so the 
Eunuch. 

What was the Eunuch doing when Philip met 
him? He was reading at what is now the fifty. 
third chapter of Isaiah. The books of the Bible 
were not at that time divided into chapters, but 
he was reading in the book of Isaiah, at that place 
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which describes the sacrifice of Christ for sin. 
The description of Christ begins in the preceding 
chapter. The last verses of that chapter read: 

" Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he 
shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high. 

"Asmany were astonied at thee; his visage was 
so 1uarrecl more .th::tn any man, and his form more 
than the sons of men: -

,, So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings 
shall shut their mouths at him : for that which 
had not been told them shall they see ; and that 
which they had not heard shall they consider.'' 

This is what the Eunuch was reading when 
Philip came to him in the chariot, and we fo1d 
that Philip took from that passage of Scripture, the 
succeeding verse as the text of his sermon, and 
his preaching was so effective that the Eunuch 
confessed Christ and desired to be baptized. 
Now, in the face of the passage the Eunuch was 
reading, how could Philip l1avc baptized him in 
any other way than by sprinkling? Christ was 
going to sprinkle many nations-by his church, 
his ministers-with water, and to sprinkle many 
nations with the outpouring of his mighty Spirit 
from his own great hand and sceptre. 

An argument for sprinkling or pouring may be 
dra.wn from the fact that the baptisms by the 
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apostles freq~ently occurred in a prison, or a 
home where 1t would have been imJ)ossible f 

• •Or 
the ordinance to have been administered by ini. 
mersion, without great preparations in the wa 
of preparing a pool and filling it with water. i£ 
these baptisms had been by immersion there 
would have been some account given of these 
preparations, or of the persons concerned going 
to some body of water where it could be practi. 
cable. But there is not a word or hint of any 
such thing. The plain inference from all these 
passages is that when a man confessed Christ 
in his home, or in a prison, he was baptized a~ 
once without any elaborate preparation, such as 
immersion would have involved. 

There are some passages which we must men. 
tion, in passing; the first is I Cor. x. 2 : "And 
were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in 
the sea.'' But the Egyptians were the only ones 
immersed. Another is where it is said of Noah 
and his family in the ark : "Eight souls were 
saved by water. The like figure whereunto even 
baptism doth also now save us." Noah and his 
family were not immersed. It was the wicked of 
the lost world who were immersed and destroyed. 

The water saved Noah by destroying the wicked 
world, thus saving him out of its corruption, and 
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with the children of Israel at the Red Sea. 

'[here is nothing in either case to prove any mode 
of baptism. • 

The strongest texts in the Bible for our dear 
Baptist o.rethre,n (I am going to call them that 
when I rn ntion them, because I love them, and 

00 not like to differ from them about anything) 
are those two texts: "Buried with him in bap­
tism," and "Buried with him by baptism into 
his death." Those are the two great passages 
which they depend upon. Let us see : "Buried 
with him by baptism into his death.'' " Into his 
death." What does that mean? It means that 
by this ordinance, the death of Christ becomes 
our death, and therefore His burial is our burial. 
Baptized into a faith, we become partakers of 
that faith ; baptized into a church, we become 
members of that church; and baptized into a 
slain sacrifice, we become partakers of its death. 
In the fifteenth chapter of rst Corinthians St. 
Paul says : "Why are we then baptized for the 
dead?" These were Christian Hebrews the 
Apostle was writing to; and those Gentile Chris­
tians who have the whole Bible and can read in 
the nineteenth chapter of Numbers where it de­
clares if a man touched a dead body, or a bone 
of a man, or a grave, he was ceremonially unclean, 
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until he had been baptized by being sprinkled with 
water, and the ashes of a red heifer which had been 
burnt with cedar wood. Tnen after a specified 
time he w:i.s ceremonially clean, and could enter 
the temple again. What did that mean? It 
meant that the penalty of sin is death. A man 
who had touched a dead body, or a bone of a 
man, or a grave, was considered to have be. 
come ceremonially unclean. God would not 
allow that man to go to the temple to serve 
and to worship. Must the man be killed? No. 
A substitute must be killed in his place-some­
thing must be punished for him, and the death 
of another must be made his death, that he may 
go to the house of the Lord. And so this 
rec;l heifer, without a spot or a blemish, was 
chosen, and put to death, to atone for the cere­
monial uncleanness of him who had touched a 
dead body, or a bone of a man, or a grave. And 
then the priest, under a minute prescription, al­
lowing no liberty whatever in the · method of its 
application-was to take the water containing the 
ashes of the slain animal, ancl sprinkle the body 
of the unclean : and so the man was considered, be­
fore the law, as having'been punished and set free. 

Now then, buried with Christ by baptism into 
his death, signifies that baptism by which we are 
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brought into connection with Christ-a vital con­
pection, baptized into his death, and so his death 
pecomes our death. We are baptized into him 
nv the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and instead 
of this being a text for the immersion theory, it 
JS a strong one for sprinkling or pouring as the 
scriptural mode of baptism, because the ordinance 
-Jrescribecl in Numbers xix., to which this passage 
I 
plainly refers, was a baptism by sprinkling, and 
~o other. 

'' One Lord, one faith, one baptism,'' and 
what b:i.ptism is that? Anything which is put 
on the same level with "one Lord" and "one 
faith," must be a spiritual thing that is everlasting 
in its effects. The Holy Ghost would not say, 
one Lord (pointing to Christ), one faith (pointing 
to that immortal thing that saves the soul), and 
then, "one baptism," meaning water baptism. 
It means the baptism of the Holy Ghost, by which 
we are cleansed from the pollution of sin and 
born into Christ. "The Spirit, and the water, 
and the blood-and these three agree in one : " 
the Spirit is poured out-nobocly disputes that; 
the blood is sprinkled, and the water must also be 
poured or sprinkled if the three are to agree in one. 

It is worth considering that the immense ma­
jority of the Christian church hold that sprinkling, 
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Or IJourino- was the Bible form, aml that only 
b' • 

fifteen millions (that is the number of the Baptist 
clenomination) hold to immersion; that the Pres­
byterian Church with its 35,000,000, :he ~etl:o­
dist with its 21,000,000, the Episcopalian with Its 

21 ,ooo,ooo or 22,000,000, and the Lutherans with 
their millions, all hold to sprinkling or :pouring. 
This does not prove it, of course, because the 
truth is sometimes with the minority, but it raises 
a strong presumption that the opinion of the im­
mense majority of the Christians in the world is 

right on this matter. 
Another consideration : would it be at all likely 

that Christ would institute a sacrament which 
could not be administered except under peculiarly 
favorable circumstances? On the deserts of 
Arabia, on the plains of our own West, in the 
cold regions of the frozen North, and in the sick 
room, where some poor man was about to c~ie, 
immersion would he a physical and absolute im­
possibility. It would seem that God in appoint­
ing a sacrament, would adopt such an act as 
could be performed anywhere, which woulcl be 
practicable where men can live ; and so we can 
baptize by sprinking a man in a prison cell, on tht> 
scaffold, on a sick-bed, however ill he may be, 
on the deserts of Arabia, or on the deck of a sh{p. 
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·wherever a man can live, the sacrament may be 

0afely administered. 
A strong argument is foun<l in the remains 

of the old carvings in the Catacombs at Rome. 
The Catacombs are artificial caves, or chambers, 
cut in the soft rock, under the city of Rome, of 
immense extent, with here aml there a chapel 
for worship, and burial places where we can 
see that in ancient times, in the ages of per­
secution, under the heathen religion of ancient 
Rome, God's people took refuge in the bowels of 
the earth. Here they lived and worshipped, and 
here they buried their dead. And under the in­
fluence of that same kind of religious sentiment 
which we have, that comes so strongly into exer­
cise when we are in extreme trouble, they associ­
ated religion with the death of their friends, and 
wrote religious truths on their tombs. We find 
on the faces of tombs in the Catacombs, pictures 
of the baptism of Christ. I have seen them my­
self. Dating back to the early ages, locked up 
there, and hidden away as they were for hundreds 
and hundreds of years, now brought to light by 
careful exploration, they seem like voices from the 
dead, testifying to the truth. Some of these 
pictures represent the Saviour'(bapti~m, depicting 
him. standing at the edge of the river Jordan, while 
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John the Baptist (some of them showing him witn 
a bunch of hyssop in his hand, some with a shell, 
and some with the simple hand) poured or 
sprinkled water on his head. As these pictures 
were placed on the rocks a thousand and a half 
years ago, they have great force and authority in the 
determination of this question. And a little over 
a year ago I was wandering about the rnins of 
Ephesus, where St. John lived, and Timothy also, 
and where St. Paul taught, and I found an ancient 
baptismal urn, which any one may see now by 
going to the site of that ancient city. It was a 
great marble vase, four or five feet in diameter, 
but only six inches in clepth, made with taste and 
skill, evidently as an ornament to some anc:ient 
Christian church, but it would have been impos­
sible to immerse a baby in it, much less a grown 
person. 

The testimony of the early Christian writers is 
also in favor of sprink:ing or pouring. Jerome, 
in the year 3 2 r A. D., writing on a passage in 
Ezekiel, speaks of "pouring out the clean water 
of baptism." And Basil, an ancient Greek Chris­
tian, in the year 3ro A. D., ancl Origen 184 A. D., 
both speak of the pouring of water on the sacri­
fice of Elijal1, as the baptism of the sacrifice by 
water. Cyprian, a Latin writer, who died 260 A. 
D., called affusi, 1n the baptism of the church. 
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St. Lawrence, in 250 A. D., spoke of a soldier 
being baptized by water poured from a pitcher. 
Clemens, Alexandrinus born 105 after Christ, 
speaks of a backslider going back, "baptized with 
his own tears." 

\V-e Lhink that in t his hric~ and condense argu­
n1ent we bave shown that sprinkling or pouring is 
th scrir turn! mode of haptism, and ought to b 
maintainecl by all branches of the Church of Christ. 

I would to Goel that all the children of Christ 
believed that whatever may be the forms and 
ceremonies under which people worship, if they 
have faith in J esns they are all brothers and sis­
ters, who have a right to every privilege and every 
sign of fellowship, and my argument is not in the 
faint est manner controversial. It is simply for 
the instruction of our people in our own doctrine. 
We receive all evangelical denominations into 
every fellowship; in the pulpit, at the communion 
table, and into the membership of the church, and 
every Christian denomination is recognized by 
the gr!l.nd old I resbyteri a.11 hurch. We may be 
parrlonecl for loving the l10use of our fathers, as a 
gmnd olq monnmc11t for truth and liberty, aiatl 
harity. Let us all strive afte r charily am 11g 11,U 

de!nominn.lions, and this is to b gotten not by 
c.cmlroversy, but by co-operation and fellowship 
in Christian wotik and µrn,yer. 
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"And I baptized also the household of Stephanas. "--

1 CoR. i: 16. 

1'HE query is, "Who may be baptized?'' but 
as there is no difference of opinion among 

Christians about the baptism of adults who pro­
fess faith in Christ, and who have not been bap. 
tized, and therefore no special need of argument 
upon that subject, we will confine our discussion 
to the question, "May infants be baptized?" 

The position of the Presbyterian Church on 
this sL1bject is, that the infants of believing parents 
are members of the church, and that as such they 
are entitled to the sign of church membership, 
which is baptism. Therefore, if we can prove 
that the first statement is true, that infants are 
members of the church, it necessarily follows that 
they have a right to baptism, wh-ich is a sign and 
seal of that membership. So our task is to prove 
the membership of the infants of believers in the 
church of the living God. 

The first argument is, that in all lands, under 
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all ~i~ds of governments, infants are recogniz.ed 
as c1t1zens. It matters not whether the country 
be. under a monarchy or a republic, the rule is 
umversal, always has been, and doubtless will be 
to the end of time, that infants are citizens of the 
nation. If one of our children should be attacked 
in a foreign country where we were traveling, he 
would be defended by the agent of the American 
government there. If he being innoc~nt of crime 
were taken captive and put in prison, the govern: 
n~~nt of _the United States would recognize his 
c1t1zensh1p, and demand his instaht release which 
if not . complied with, would be enforced b~ arms, 
and, if necessary, the entire naval and military 
~o_wer of the nation would be brought into requi­
s1t10n to save that little child from its enemies. 
Every one of our children is a citizen of the Ameri­
can nation by virtue of its birth. Here is a man 
,~ho was born in Great Britain, who chose for 
h1ms~lf a home in America, and who went through 
certain prescnbed forms in order to become a cit­
izen. In_ doing so, what was the effect upon his 
mmor, ch1_ldren r They became citizens by their 
fathers act. Because their father is a citizen 
t~1ey are citizens, and are entitled to the protec~ 
t10n ?f the government, and to all the privileges 
of this favored land. It is true they are not en-
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titled to exercise all the privileges of c'.tize~ship 
unless they po. ess the ne ·es • Y, qnalrficabons, 
and the qualifications are Lwo : ,l yr0per age and 

9•• }1ar~. ter The secon1l is as important a prop..... , " • 
the first, for tho11gh tne ,man rolll to the age as . . . 

r twenty-one, Le is n tall wed t.hc h1ghestpr1v1-
leges of citizeushi1 unless l 1is ha.rac:~er l. e worth~; 
for if he has broken the laws he 1s t:onlined lll 

p~on,, and is not all wed t e,;er 'ise the su!Ttago 
which belongs to him by birth. 

So in the visible kingdom of our Goel and Sa­
viol,U', Lhc children l;l.re born m mbers. Whe_n a. 
m~n joins the hnrch of ' od on earth, he 1 Jllllgll 

his ehilfren wiLb him. They are members, .und _r 
the protecting· e f the government of t~1s 
lcingdom i ~hey are enti.Uecl to the blessing . .vhtch• 
he!oJ'lg .to such m mbership; they are ent:tled to 
ins:trn tion, a.ml ppo11tun ities for wo:i;sh1p, and 
defence from the world, and when they obtain the 
proper qualifications for full citi1ie_ns.hi~, they ~res 
admitted to its exercise, those qualificauons be1~g 
age and character, just as in the State. A :l:11d 
must be old enough to understand what rehg10n 
is before he come to the commnniori; must be. 
lieve in Christ intelligently, repent of his sins, and 
ask for himself the full privileges which are his 
birthright. He must not only be old enough, 
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but as in his relations to the State, he must have 
the proper character, and that comes from what 
we call conversion or regeneration. He must be 
of proper age, and nmst be J;,o,rn aga,i11, and when 
he shows himselfl)os_sesseu of the e q\ia.lifi a.tioi1s, 

he is admitle I to full meinbershiJJ, in -voting, hold­
ing 0£ offiee-, and in coming to t.l.ie Lord's 
table. 

Now, it would be a very strange thing if, in all 
the governments of the world, Christian a~d 
]1eathen, the membership and citizensh ip of little 
·hildren_ were 1·ecog11ized, and yet in the govern­
ment of God, who is most merciful and kind and 
good, the little ones should be left out. 

It cannot he denied that, in the Old Testa­
ment, infants were members, and in the seven­
teenth chapter of Genesis, the ordinance of cir­
cumcision is prescribed as a recognition of their 
inclusion in the covenant and the church. If we 
can i)rove that there has been but one church and 
kingdom of God on earth, and that the law 
recognizing the membership of children has never 
been repealed, but only the seal and sign of it 
changed; it is demonstrated that infants are still 
members of tl1is church. The essential ordinances 
signifie(l tlie same thing under the Old Testa­
ment as under the New, the difference being that 
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circumcision was for m:i.le children only, while 
baptism is for both male and female, Lhe p $1t1on 
of ;oman being more aLlvantageous under the 
New than under the Old. Circ11n1 isi n was 
cmblematical of putting away the sins of the 
flesh, and the cleansing from sin, in the Old 
Testament, just as baptism signifies it now, re. 
presenting the outpouring of God's Spirit, hy which 
we are born again, separate(l from the world, and 
joined to Christ. The Passover set forth the 
coming sacrifice of the Lamb f God, who was t.o 
be slain for the world, and whenever Lhe pious 
Jew partook of this ordinance it was to him very 
much what the Lord's Supper is to us now, only 
that was prospective, looking forward to the pro­
mise to be fulfilled, while ours is retrospective, 
looking back to that which has been accom­
plished. As the atonement has b •en a com, 
plished, a slight symbol, a simpler ordinan e, is 
put in the place of the older one as a memento 
and seal; and so, instead of the saci·ificial lamb 
and the sprinkling of its blood, we have now the 
breaking of bread, and the pouring of wine, which 
stand for the breaking of Christ's body and the 
shedding of his blood. And so as the Spii·it's 
work has been more clearly manifested in the 
New Testament, the symbol of his outpouring 

, 
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consists of pouring or sprinkling II a sma quan-
tity of water on the heaci. 

The church in all ages has been established upon 
the covenants between God and mnn. All the 
coven~nts of God made with men have included 
the children. When God 111~de a • 1 ~ covenant wit 1 

our_ first pa_rents, in Eden, it was for them and 
their postenty. If Adam had chosen d d .

1 
. goo , an 

not evI ' rt wou~d have been for our ble~sedness, 
for ~ur everl~stmg weal; but he chose evil, and 
so !11s postenty suffer with hin1 1·n tlie 5 . ame con-
demnation. 

A~d when God made a covenant with Noah, it 
was m these words: "Behold I t bl. 1 . , es a 1s 1 my 
covenant with you, and your seed after you." 

. God h~s placed in the human heart a great in­
stmct, which, when a man comes to be a father, and 
a woman comes to be a mother, asserts itself above 
every _other instinct, in the desire for the welfare 
of thell" progeny. God, who made that instinct 
and who has pt'.t it in man for the welfare of th~ 
rnce, has established in his church the f t' f. . means o 
s~ 1:5 ymg i_t, ~nd as the father and mother, recog-
~1zmg their mfirmity and imperfection, but long­
mg for the welfare of their child woulcl ,, • 
h 

. l .
1 

, . unng 
t e1r c 11 d to God and consecr t 't t I • . ' a e I o us ser-
vice; so Goel in all his covenants has said : "To 

2 
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thee and thy children," tlrns answering this mighty 
God-given instinct, which belongs to all man­
kind. 

When the Lonl c:1.llecl Abraham out of Ur of 
the Chalclees, he saicl in the seventh verse of the 
seventeenth chapter of Genesis, "I will establish 
my covenant between me and thee, and thy seed 
in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, 
to be a God unto thee and thy seed after thee." 
I :un so glad that ringing word, "everlasting" 
was put in, that Goel made this covenant with 
Abraham, not fur a temporary period, not 
for the Jewish nation, which was afterwards to 
come into existence, hut as an everlasting cove. 
nant, to be a God unto Abraham and his seed 
after him forever : and that in the New Testa­
ment, when the saucd work of redemption had 
been accomplished, and the church, which had 
been kept stationary, was sent out into the world 
on a pilgrimage and mission to carry this redemp­
tion to all men-then the seed of Abraham was 
:o incre:ise, not by blood, ln1t hy faith : aml so 
that covenant which God made with Abraham in 
Ur of the Chalclees, when he was ninety and nine 
years olcl, for him and for his seed, to be an ever­
lasting covenant, was not alone for the Old Testa­
ment worthies, but it was for l'eter, James, John, 
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Mary Martha, Lazarus, and was for us, in this 
advanced time. An the mighty wing of this 
Abrahami ovenant spreads abroad to the en<I 
of human history, nlld throws its protecling 
shadow over all the hildrcn of Lhe faithful wh 
love d and kec_p his ommandments. 

The covenant was given to the chur ,h, n t to 
Abraham and his family alone, and n-1 any of lhe 
promis s of that ovenant were not onferred 
under the Old Testament at all. Now then, if 
the hurch of d has received these promised 
blessinga, it has received them under the new dis­
pens-n.tion, and is re eiving them now. • o God 
either broke his ·ovenant, n t giving to the 
chur h what he c v nanled or the church has 
continue<l clown to lhe r resent time receiving still 
the gracious fulfillment of the p ·omises of od. 
And St. 1 au) says : " 'J'h refore it is of faith, that 
it might I by grace, o the end the promi:;e mi15hl 
be sure to a ll the see I, not to that only which is 
of the law, llut to that also which is of the faith 
f braham.

11 
" If ye he Christ's, then :tre ye 

Ahmham's seed, and heirs a conling to the 
promise." Thal is the next thing to a mathema-
~i <\emonstr:.iti n. 

The kingdom of Go<l in thiR world is one in all 
ages. When organized it was with himself as 
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k ing, in the second person f U,e tnmty. .He 
says in the second Psalm: "Yet have I sel my 
king ur on my holy hill f Zion." When the Jews 
asked Samuel for a temporals v reign, like Lhose 
of the surrounding nations, nnd Saml1el r ported 
it to od, the Lord said: "They have A l re­
jected thee, but have rejected me." God had 
a.ss1,lll'led to be the head of this kingdom; but he 
granted their request that they might ,see tJ,eir 
folly, and thnt other.. might sec the folly of turn­
ing aside from his government, and gave them a 
human king, Saul, just $1.1 ha mau as they wish d, 
a man of brilliant talents, an<l handsome person, 
who could walk before them in the paths of 
worldly might and glory, as a worthy re-presenta­
tiv of their ambitious desires. But aul proved 
nnfailhful and God, as he so often docs, bringing 
g on out of evil, determineo U1at thr ugh this 
human royalty whi h had heen stablisbed ver 
his people, he would bring about his own purpose, 
and cause them to return whence they had set 
out, to the kingship of God himself, in Israel. 
And so he made David king and gave him a 
promise: "An l when thy <lnys shall b fulfilled, 
and lh u shalt s1 ep with thy fathers, I wiU s ·t up 
thy seed afler the , whicl1-Shall proceed out of thy 
LJ.,wels, and I will establish his kingdom." And 

hifant Baptism. 

in. the_ time of Daniel he said : "In the days of 
this kmg (the promised king) shall the God of 
heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be 
destroyed." To what kingdom did the prophet 
refer? The kingdom of God. David and Solo­
mon had passed away, and the Holy Land had 
bee~ preyed upon by the nations of the earth. 
T~eir royalty had been destroyed, and God pro-
1msecl, through Daniel, that the kingdom should 
be restored. So says the prophet Amos ix. 
II-I 2 : "In that day will I raise up the taber­
nacle of David that is fallen, and close up the 
breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins 
and I will build it as in the days of old, that the; 
may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the 
heathen, which are called by my name, saith the 
Lord that doeth this." 

God gave promises repeatedly, that the king­
dom ~hould be restored; not a new kingdom 
established, but the old one reinstated. And we 
read in Isaiah ix. : "For unto us a child is born 
unto us a son is given : and the government shall 
be upon his shoulders ; and his name shall be 
called Won~erful, Counsellor1 the Mighty God, 
the Everlastmg Father, the Prince of Peace. Of 
the increase of his government and peace there 
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and 
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upon ltis kingdom, to order it and to establish it 
with judgment and with justice, from henceforth 
even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 
perform this." 

The restoration of the kingdom of David was 
continnally prophesied, and also. it was prophesied 
that this kingdom should be enlarged. We read: 
"Of the increase of his government there shall be 
no end He shall have domini0n also from sea 
to sea, and from the river to the ends of the 
earth." And again he ;i.sks: "Why do the heathen 
rage, 11.nd the people imagine a vain thing. The 
kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers 
take counsel together, against the Lord and 
against his anointecl, saying: Let us break their 
bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. 
He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the 
Lord shall have them in derision. Then shall he 
speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in 
his sore displeasure. Yet have I set my king 
upon my holy hill of Zion. I will declare the de­
cree, the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my 
Son; this clay have I begotten thee. Ask of me 
and I will give thee the heathen for thine inheri­
tance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession." 

And so when the king came, standing on the 
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accumulated works of his life, the redemption of 
mankind, and the full proclamation of God's 
eternal truth, he said: "Co ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature." My 
kingdom is to be an everlasting kingdom. It is 
to be extended to all lands. Go now and estab­
lish it in "all the world." And so we see that 
whereas Go,l had allowed Israel to have a human 
king, in granting their request he had ananged 
that out of that rule of a human sovereign there 
should at last spring the rod of Jesse, the Lion ol 
the tribe of Judah, and that in this there should 
be fulfilled his own eternal purpose, that he would 
himself be the king of Zion. 

Now, as it is no new kingdom, but the same 
old kingdom, and as there has been no repeal of 
the statutes that marked children as citizens in it, 
they are citizens still. It is true that the whole 
temple service, and its accompaniments, have 
passed away, but it is also true that the elimina­
tion of that splendid service left the church like 
it was before as to its covenants, government, 
and citizens. The church, governed hy elders, 
away back in the earliest periods, was recognized 
by God, when he sent Moses to take possession 
of his people in Egypt, and lead them into Pales­
tine. This government was kept up, through aU 
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the ages, while the temple service was maintained; 
the same as the church government of the New 
Testament period, that by elders. We read that 
the Apostle Paul went about "ordaining elders in 
every city," not establishing a new church, but 
extending the old, to the ends of the earth-the 
same government, the same laws, the same king, 
and the same citizenship, 

The whole temple service was arranged around 
the sacrifice. That is what it all meant. It was 
collectively but a magnificent altar, on which sac­
rificial animals were slain, as the type of the com­
ing Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of 
the world. 

When Christ die<l, the veil of the temple was 
rent in twain, as a promissory note is canceled 
when it is paid, and shortly, by divine provi­
dence, the temple itself was destroyed. And so 
temple, priesthood, sacrifice, and all, like a rain­
bow that spans the heavens of time, supporting a 
mighty promise on its arch, having accomplished 
their purpose, faded away. 

We read also of the kingdom ~f Goel as the 
Church of God, not only in the new dispensation, 
but the old. David says in the twenty-second 
Psalm, twenty-second vers~: " I will declare thy 
name unto my brethren : i1• ~he midst of the con-
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gregation will I praise thee." And Paul repeats: 
"Both he tc'iat sanctifieth and they that are sane, 
tified, are .:iJl of one; for which cause he is not 
ashamed to call them brethren, saying, I will de­
clare thy na,ne unto my brethren: in the midst of 
the church v.rill I sing praise unto thee." David 
wrote, " In r.he midst of the congregation will I 
praise thee,'' and the apostle quoted it, "In the 
midst of the church will I sing praises unto thee,'' 
so that the congregation of Israel, according to 
St. Paul, is the same as the church. So it was in 
the church that the Son was to praise the Father, 
and the martyr Stephen, speaking of him, says : 
"This is he who was with the church in the 
wilderness." 

It will not do to declare that the church was 
organized afa,r Christ, on the day of Pentecost. 
The church is as old as the promise of redemp­
tion. There was no need for a new organization 
of the church. If there had been a new church 
organized under the new dispensation it would 
have been distinctly stated. A matter of such 
tremendous import could not have been left out. 
Other things of less importance are minutely de­
scribed, but there is no hint anywhere in the 
New Testament of a new kingdon:--a new church 
--bemg established in the world. And if the 
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converts to Judaism, who came into the fellow~ 
ship of the apostles had been required to discon­
-::inl!e the recognition of their children as members 
of the church, there would have been a greater 
outcry than could have been caused by almost 
anything we could imagine. There was no such 
outcry; there were no words spoken to indicate 
that as the children had been recognized in the 
church of the Jewish epoch, they would be left 
out in the Christian. 

In Romans xi. 17 we read, "And if some of 
the branches be broken off, and thou, being a 
wild olive tree, wert graffed in among them," etc. 
The meaning of this passage is plain enough. 
Some of the Jews were broken off and rejected, 
and in their places the Gentiles, though appa­
rently unworthy and unpromising, were intro­
duced into the church of God, and made 
partakers of its glorious privileges. The root or 
tree in this passage cannot be the early converts 
from among the Jews, but must be the ancient and 
covenant people of God. There has never been 
but one church of God on earth, existing under 
different institutions and enjoying different de­
grees of light and blessing. There has been but 
one olive tree, divinely nurtured from age to age. 

When our Lord came into the worhl, what do 
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we find? Little children were brought unto him 
that he might put his hands 0 11 them and pray ; 
and the diaciples rebuked those that brought 
them but Jesus said : "St1ffer the litt\ children 
and forbid them not, to come unto me, for of 
s:1ch is t l\e ki11,tdom o.f God.'' Was it a supersti­
tion that caused these parents to bring their 
c~ildren t~ hrisl ? Was it a mere_ compliance 
with a sentimental wish that caused him to lay his 
hands upon them? It was a recognition of their 
rights and privileges in the church qf the living 
. od, and of the fact that they could receive spir-
1 tual g,:ace even in infancy. 

The first recorded case of infant baptism was 
in the Red Sea. "And the children of Is~ael 
journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six 
hundred thousand on foot, men, besides women 
and children, and were all baptized unto Moses 
in the cloud and in the sea." These words are 
from 1 Corinthians, tenth chapter, second verse, 
and they show that, with God as administrator 
and the great sea and cloud for the means, th; 
men and the women and children were all bap­
tized together. 

After our Lord's ascension, the disciples and 
apostles went abroad preaching the gospel, and 
saying: "Repent and be baptized; . . . for the 
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promise is unto you, and to your childnm," etc, 

Acts ii. 38, 39· 
The call is to be baf;tized, because of the pro" 

mise. What promise? The Abrahamic-that 
which was sealed with circumcision, which includ­
ed your childrm. Cou"td the promise which in­
cluded the children be a reason for the parents' 
being baptized (as now a substituted form of the 
seal when the new dispensation was inaugurnted}, 
and not be also a reason for the children's being 
baptized? 

vVe read that St. Paul and his companions, in 
obedience to the Macedonian cry, passed over 
into Europe, and that in Philippi he found some 
women on the Sabbath, by the river side, in " a 
place where prayer was wont to be made.'' They 
preached to them, " and a certain woman named 
Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, 
which worshipped God, heard them, whose heart 
the Lord opened, that she attended to the things 
which were spoken of Paul. And when she was 
baptized, and her lwusehold." It was when Lydia 
accepted Christianity, and believed in Christ, that 
she was baptized, "and her household." 

Another case is that of the jailor, in the six­
tt:enth chapter of the Acts. During the night of 
the imprisonment of Paul and Silas in Philipp~ 
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when they were singing and praising God, " sud­
denly there was a great earthquake, so that the 
foundations of the prison were shaken, and im­
mediately all the doors were opened, and every 
one's bands were loosed. And the keeper of 
prison awakening out of his sleep, and seeing the 
prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and 
would have killed himself, supposing that the 
prisoners had fled. But Paul cried with a loud 
voice, saying, Do thyself no harm, for we are all 
here. Then he called for a light, and sprang in, 
and came trembling, and fell down before Paul 
and Silas, and brought them out, and said, Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved. And they said, Be­
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved, and thy ho1tse. And they spake unto him 
the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his 
house ; and he took them the same hom of the 
night, and washed their stripes, and was baptized, 
he and all his, straightway." 

In Romans, sixteenth chapter, we read: "Greet 
Priscilla and Aquila, my helpers in Christ Jesus. 
Likewise greet the churdt that is i11 their lt0use." 
In the New Testament, where individuals are 
mentioned as being baptized, if there is anything 
said about those individuals having a family, in 
every single case the statement is made that the 
~usehold were baptized also. 
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If none are to be baptized but those that be­
lieve and confess publicly, it would be most re­
markable that in every case where there was a 
man converted, and that man had a famHy, every 
one of his household should become a Christian 
at the same time : That is hardly supposable. 
Nor is it supposable that in all these numerous 
cases there could have been no little children in 
the many families where we read that the father or 
mother, or both, accepted Christ. 

It is objected that the ommand is, "Believe 
and be baptfaed " and tllat belief 11u111 precede 
baptism. But we real not only, • He that be­
lieveth and is bapti2cd, shall be saved," where 
belief comes first, but we also rend, "Except a 
man be b0m of water and of th Spirit, he can­
not enter the kingdom of God," in which case the 
water baptism:, is put first, and that by the Sa­
viour himself. 

Our dear Daptish brethren when they receive 
a ~tan into the church by their form of baptism, 
wluch Lhey onlidently and honestly believe in, do 
n t usuailly re-bitpti.2e him if he afterwards prove 
himself not t() have l>een converted at all, and is 
dropped from the roll, and subsequ •nlly becomes 
OI\verted and joins the hurch a se ond time. 

They re gniz the ftrsr bnptisrn, administered 
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now confi ssedly be:fon:: the man was a hristian, 
whi h sh ws that even they, by their wn prac­
tice, n.re oblig<.d to admit that baptism may pre­
cede conversion. And in such a cas as I luwe 
mentioned, which is one of a thousand, that man 
may eventually become a. minister of the gospel. 
It is all right-their us om is right and propi:r; 
but if that man should become a. minister of the 
gospel, I do not see how he could afterwards 
preach that no man may be baptized until he is 
converted, when he himself was not converted 
until long after his baptism. 

After the apostles ha<l departed, and the church 
was sent upon its great mission without any in­
spire(! men, but with an inspired Bible, the doc­
trine of infanl mt?,m} ership was held universally, 
and practiced I y the great body of Christians, 
and has been since the time of the apostles until 
the present clay. With all the controversies that 
rent the church of God in the early ages, there 
was no controversy on this subject until the six­
teenth century. There were controversies as to 
the person of Christ, as to ~hether his wa; a di. 
vine or human nature, and on many other ques­
tions, but no controversy as to the right of infants 
to membership in the church of God. It was 
taken for granted, as an established institution 
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that pertained to all human governments, and 
one that had belonged to the church of God from 
the beginning. We learn from the writings of 
Origen, one of the most len;rnecl men of the 
church, who was brought up in Alexandria, Egypt, 
that being in early times the great educational 
centre of Christendom, and who spent a consicl­
erable part of his life in Palestine, that "the 
church received an order from the apostles to 
give baptism even to infants"; and other early 
Christian writers speak of it as the general prac­
tice of the church. The great Augustine, than 
whom, perhaps, no mightier teacher of the church 
has lived since St. Paul, in his writings in the 
fifth century, refers often to infant baptism as the 
universal practice of the church. It was after 
the beginning of the Reformation, in the sixteenth 
century, that the privileges of infants as members 
of the church was questioned; but then, and up 
to the present time, by only a small portion of 
the great church of God on earth. The Baptist 
Church is a noble body, and it is doing, and has 
done a great work for God and men. We wish 
them God speed, but we wish also that they hel<l 
to this ancient practice and institution of the 
church. Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Meth­
odists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Moravians, ;fully 
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eight-tenths of the Protestant Church, hold to in­
fant church membership; and so do Roman Cath­
olics, Greeks, Armenians, Copts, and even Mo­
hammedans and Pagans, recognize in whatever 
religion they profess, the membership of their off­
spring. Ancl in the Jewish synagogues in this 
day tbis is the custom. And when a Gentile now 
wishes to become a Jew, he must submit to the 
ordinances of admission into the Jewish Church, 
and he takes his little children with him. 

We may consider for a moment in conclusion, 
the object of infant baptism, which is to put the 
d1ildren, at the critical period of their existence, 
under the care of the church, and to make them 
inheritors of God's promises. The effect upon 
the parent of !1aving his child baptized, must be 
most beneficial. At the ordinance of baptism 
they do not assume any responsibility, they re­
cognize one which exists, and they take a vow to 
perform the duties that belong to it. They say, 
these· children are members of the church; Goel 
has given them to us; they are heirs of the same 
vromise. They recognize it; thank God for it; 
and in the presence of c;.od, angels and men, they 
take a solemn vow that they will properly dis­
charge their responsibility. The parents must 
be influenced by this holy sacrament. When they 
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kneel down to pray, when they are teaching their 
children the truths of God's word, when they walk 
before them, setting an example for righteousness 
or evil, as the case may be, it must be a potent 
influence for keeping them in the path of duty, and 
in moving them to do their duty to those whom 
Go<l has committed to their hearts and homes. 
And the effect upon the children, too, is most sal­
utary. When they come to years of knowledge 
and discretion, and are reminded that they are 
citizens of the kingdom of God; that for them, 
by their beloved parents, was taken a vow in their 
childhood, when they consecrated them to the ser­
vice of God. It must and does have an influence 
to bring them to Christ. And if parents keep 
those promises (Goel keeps his), the result is the 
salvation of their offspring. 

When Jesus came into this world, as a little 
child, born in Bethlehem, heraldecl by angelic 
choirs, and designated by heaven with the starry 
jewel on its finger, a very unfortunate occurrence 
took place, as we might say. A great number of 
little children about Bethlehem, and the coast 
thereof, were put to death by king Herod, that 
he might destroy this coming Prince. What wai; 
the result? There was added that clay to the 
heavenly company a host of souls of these pure 
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infants, regenerated by God's Spirit, rising as the 
first great tribute from earth of those who were 
saved after the advent of our Lord. 

Whereas it was cruel in Herod, and the curse 
of God rested upon him for this massacre of the 
innocents, yet now we can congratulate thost' 
"whose angels behold the face of our Father i~ 
heaven;" ca.n congratula te them that it was God's 
will "that not one of them should p~rish," and 
that they have gone to glory and to everlasting 
rest. And I think that Christ must have had 
always, on this account, as well as others, a ten­
der regard for little children, when he remem­
bered that his birth was marked red on the 
earth's bosom by their blood. And so he said 
many beautiful and sweet things about them; took 
them up in his arms and blessed them, and de­
clared that " Except ye hecome as little children, 
ye cannot enter into the kingclom of heaven." 

How beautiful is a baptismal scene, where 
Christian parents in prayer and faith present their 
children to God, and say, "'"' e are weak, but 
thou art mighty, hold us with thy powerful hand," 
while they invoke the blessing of God's Spirit, 
::;ymbolized in the application of water. It is 
a scene that God and the angels love to dwell 
upon; and for simple beauty, there is nothing 
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that transcends it in all the ordinances of re. 
ligion. Let us be faithful to the great institutions 
of our church, and the kingdom of God. And 
parents, be ye faithful to those vows whi~h have 
been made in God's presence and consecrated. 
by his sacramental sea,!, 
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