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BIBLE BAPTISM.

Sprinkling, or Pouving, the Scrip~
toral Mode of BVaptism.
¢t For John truly baptized with water, but ye shall be

Dbaptized with the TToly Ghost not many days hence.”—
AcTS i. 5.

T is strange that Presbyterians do not have

more to say upon this subject. Our church has
always given its greatest attention to what we
consider of more importance—the doctrines of
salvation and the question, “how should man be
just with God?” (Job ix. z.) But whereas these
are more momentous themes, the others which per-
tain to form and ceremony are not to be slighted.
There is a general misapprehension among our
brethren of the Baptist Church as to just what
we Presbyterians do believe on the subject of
baptism. Intelligent and well-informed persons of
that denomination have told me they supposed
that all Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Metho-
dists, Lutherans, Moravians, and Episcopalians
believed that the original mode of baptism was by
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immersion, and that we had adopted sprinkling
because it was more convenient, which, of course,
is a mistake. We believe that the Bible mode of
baptism was sprinkling or pouring. That is ta2
doctrine of the Presbyterian Church throughout
the world. As to what the ordinance means, so
great an authority as the Rev. Dr. Jeter, a dis-
tinguished Baptist divine, now deceased, but
whose fragrant memory still lives, said: “This is
an outward ritual washing, symbolic of a moral
one, as said Ananias to Saul, ‘Arise and be
baptized, and wash away thy sins.’” That is pre
cisely the position of the Presbyterian Church,
In this declaration, Dr. Jeter did not agree with
the majority of his denomination as to the mean-
ing of the ordinance, but the Baptist position is
stated correctly by Dr. Pendleton, when he says:
“Baptism represents the burial and resurrection
of Jesus Christ,” and so they speak constantly of
the “liquid grave.” That is the belief of the
Baptist Church, a great and noble body of Chris-
tian people, whom we love and admire, and with
whom we are willing and anxious to hold the
closest possible fellowship and communion. The
Baptist position is that immersion is the only
valid form of baptism, and the Presbyterian, that
it signifies the outpouring of God’s spirit, and
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that the mode in scripture was by spri.nkliflg or
pouring; but that the exact form of baptism is not
essential to the validity of the sacrament.

We hold that while sprinkling or pouring is the
proper mode, immersion will do, arlld we think
we are logical in this. We believe, likewise, that
ordination to the ministry should be by s.exieral
Presbyters. A man is ordained to the ministry
by the laying on of the hands of a body <?f men.
Our Episcopal brethren, whom we hold in high
esteem, believe that ordination can only be
effected by the laying on of hands by an Episco-
pal Bishop. Now, we believe in ordination by a
number of Presbyters, but we also hold that Epis-
pal ordination w#// do,; and so when a minister
comes to us from the Episcopal Church we
receive him without redrdination, though his ordi-
nation was not done exactly according to what we
think was the scriptural method.

So in regard to confirmation, we do not re-
ceive members into the church by what is called
confirmation, the laying on of a bishop’s hands,
but when an Episcopalian comes with his letter
to join us, we take him on his certificate, just as
if he had come from another Presbyterian con-
gregation, because confirmation will do. And
this is logical, for it is not right to put a form on
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the same footing with a great spiritual fact, and it
is the spiritual fact that the form stands for, which
must be held sacred above all things. - Faith anq
repentance are necessary to salvation, and so
when a man from the world comes to join the
church, we ask him if he believes in Jesus Christ
as his Saviour, if he is sorry for his sins, and de-
termined to lead a religious life. We cannot
receive a man from the world into the church
unless he answers yes to these questions. These
are the spiritual things that belong essentially to
religion, and without which a man cannot be
saved. Now we think these are the things to
set up above all ceremonies, and to require at the
hands of every man that would be a communi-
cant of the church, and we deem it a mistake to
put a ceremony on the same footing with regen-
eration, as manifested in faith, repentance, and
love, and to say that a man cannot be considered
a member of the church unless he has been con-
firmed by a bishop, or has been baptized in a
particular form. It will be objected, why then
will not Presbyterian ministers baptize persons by
immersion, as well as by sprinkling, when re-
quested to do so? The answer is, we accept
persons who have been immersed, because the
validity of an ordinance does not depend upon its
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but when we administer it, we musz

exact form, :
ording o what we believe was the practice

of the Apostolic Church. This is necessary to
dignity, order and propriety of church ad-

acl ace

the
ministration. .
We think that the position of our dear brethren

of the Baptist Church is wrong in holding that
only immersion is baptism, for' many reasons :
One is because it leads necessarily and log%cazll:v
to a practice which is repugnant to the Chrl.stlan
instinct. That practice is “close communion.”
It is embarrassing to the Baptists, because it g(?es
against their Christian instinet for fellowship with
all saints. Most Baptists of England teach open
communion. Mr. Spurgeon practised it. I have
communed at his table. It embarrasses our dear
Baptist brethren, who have to maintain “close
communion,” because. they love their brethren of
other churches; their instinct of son-ship to God
makes them desire fellowship, and many a Baptist
parent, whose child is a member of the Presbyte-
rian church, longs to sit with him at the table of
our Lord. To avoid tnis embarrassment, the
Baptist ministers often say that “close com-
munion ” is a misnomer, and that it should be
called “close Baptism.” But this will not stand.
because they o not admit to their communion
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persons of other denominations who have been
tmmersed, as for example, the Disciples” o
“Christians,” who uniformly baptize in the same
manner as the Baptists do. A person must not
only be immersed, but must also be a member of
the Baptist communion, or he cannot sit ai their
table. So it /s “close communion ” after all.

‘The Baptist may hold that immersion is the orig-

inal scriptural mode because he believesit, but he
makes a grave error in declaring that it is the
only mode, for that mistake leads to close com-
munion, which unchurches the great majority of
Christians, though God acknowledges them by
giving them his Spirit.

Iremember in the city of Savannah, an eminen:
Baptist minister from England, one of Mr. Spur-
geon’s friends, whom I knew well. He insisted
upon communing with other denominations, and
did so according to the custom of most DBaptists in
his native country, and he was told that he must
desist, or be cxpelled from the church. He said
e could not go against his conscience, and he
was at the age of about fifty, a gray-haired min-
ister of Christ, cut off from the communion. Now
T say that a doctrine which leads necessarily to
snch an aet must be wrong.  Just exactly aswith

regard to Apostolical succession in the great and
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.copal church. "The Iipiscopa_lians have
f‘“ ]%cve and teach that ordination should

noble Epi

geight 12 hl;‘nnds'of the Bishop, ordained in a

o he : ‘ )
B line of succession from tl.le Apos:lle,
i e think they cannot prove it. But they

. i ination can
tholt(lgh rave mistakeinholding that ordination ¢
make a gl

o other way. If 2 man .71‘11—151‘ be ordained
ReIbT nI? sigscopal bishop, and in no other way,
g 1ls.rs of other denominations have not
B it .l It is a necessary consec.luence,
e or-dmslf;t. they cannot be admitted' into an
thc%.efom’l sulpit to preach, or administer Fhe
e Iifow I say that a position Yvhu:h
sncrLm]mtséonclusion so repugnant to the hlgh.esl
]Cﬂd's t'o i stinct, and which is so embarrassing
Chmtmnl mr bret,hren of the Episcopal churc}_n,
- (earonfr The premises of human loglc
m“sjt 1b? tzvstedal;y the necessary conclusions which
e f);m them. It is a great mistak¢.3 to put
ﬁO‘_V Zm on the same footing with faith, love,
Cel(f“:cpgntance. In other words, the c}.xu.rch of
2‘0(1 should have charityimuthvlvn%;) i)retr;ailzlgi r‘::
form and ceremony, and allo ;
lxilnli?u:\dning with all the power .of her belrzlgi;]thz
monumental facts of (,‘hlrlstmm;)t;,dd:}r(z?trilng %he
5 cligious experience,
g:erjx(t)‘zia;ctrrini’s that cluster around the cross, and
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about the person of our Saviour—those mighty
realities that pertain to eternity—and not make
essential, things that confessedly are for time,
The word Japtize is the English form of the
Greek word Baptizo. The reason why the trans.
lators of the Seriptures did not translate it, jg
because there is no word in the English ]anguage
which means just the same thing as the Greek word
Baptizo. The nearest word to it iswask, 'The
word Baptizo is used in secular Greek literature,
in a great many different ways, and with different
meanings. To illustrate, Pindar, born five hun-
dred and twenty years before Christ, used it in
speaking of the cord on a fishing ne
the cord was baptized, when thrown into the
water.  Plato, born four hundred and twenty-
nine years before Christ, spoke of people being
baptized by drinking too much wine; also of 3
youth who was baptized by hard questions put to
him. A ship that sank in the sea, was said to
have been baptized 5 @ man was baptized by his
own tears that fell on his faice, And in one place
the blood of a frog is said to have baptized a lake,
The word is used in secular Greek writings in
many senses, the prevalent idea being to wash,
but in the New Testament it is used for one pur-
pose.  What is that? We are to learn by the

t, to say that
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elves. It is very common—uni-
1—for a word to be taken out of its
e ﬂd wdapted to a particular purpose;
i ie cience
the vocabulary of any society, art:rs e
god "'1 ion, this is necessarily the case. el
et ’d « Jeacon "—it means servanh, L
P : WOor A Lo
(’re?k' 1 religion, getting warranF from thumh 3
s the title of an office in" the ¢ i
5
pEpe ﬂu Elder,” or presbyter, mear?s (o) A (:
i = ? . . " . lc
(,o‘!'. ivs technical religious sense 1t 15 appli o
i f the church; and an elder‘1s n
ikt We have elders I our

Yeriptures thems
versal in
eneral Uses

an offic
j an old man.

vays ifiheipame e
h yh who are young men. Tt 1is « deipnon,”
ct\‘“‘;ﬁ And so the Greek word € deipnon,
an ofhce.

or." applied in general Greck
e means{e‘;:t? [;Z;;iv:?sl,) dinners ar.xd suppers,
uwmmr;' mls L:f ﬂz’ltherings for repast, 1S tfa.ken ug
i Sm:l )tur; and used in a technical an
b}’.t!‘e . Lellu;e for the Lord’s Supper. It has
e d to a peeuliar supper or feast of our
el 1 ‘ord‘s Supper was instituted after
e d been eaten, and \v_e kno;:
1 portion of bread ;.md wine w
thatd?:l)fchaiss:);c}ralment. So we might take'olzjz
e f «deipnon” and say that th‘e discip
mea“mfi;e Lord’s Supper, until sgtasﬁed, ar(;d
Ztlz.nit until they had enough, in this holy ordi-

religion. 1
the passover meal ha

e —
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nance. This seems to have e
Corinthians, as we read of St, P
for eating and drinking to excess, a the Lorqrg
table, saying they had « houses to eat and drink in,"
and, “if any man hunger, let him eat at home,"
This sacrament did not involve the use of much
bread and wine. It is not in kccping with Spir-
itual things that men and women shoylq come
together and eat plentifully and drink to their

satisfaction in a holy ordinance. When Physical
things are used to represent spiritual it shoy]q be
sparingly, and the Lord’s Supper was not instj.
tuted until the evening T€past was over,  Ang S0
in baptism, we must get the meaning of the word
from its religious use in the Scriptures, and there
alone can we determine exactly what it describes;
We must learn the meaning of astronomic
by reading astronomy; and of re
reading the great hook of reli
has written for our instruction,
If baptism refers to the burial of Christ, and
not, as we think, to the outpouring of (

Spirit upon the soul, by

sin and brought into uni

for the same spiritual truth as the Lord’s Supper.
‘The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper stands for
the atonement, the death of Christ, and one

en the view of the
aul reproving them,

al termg
ligious terms by
gion, which . God

rod’s
which it is cleansed from
on with Christy it stands

5a¢-
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ever, between the act of burial and the
of immersion, But if baptism signifies the ol
pouring of God’s Spirit upon the soul, and i
washing away of sin, then the sacrament oy h:he. |
resemble that. To Put a man into the wagte t.o.
not a fitting description or symbol of the oy, i
ing of God's Spirit. "3

’l‘l}ﬂ)ttghmlt the Old and New Testamengs
baptism is associated with the outpouring of
God's Spirit. The two things go together g. o
sh()ul.(l not be separated. So when ]ohz: f:;d
].Bapnst came preaching, he said, «I >ind‘eed b;; 5
tize you with water unto repentance: but he th:;
cometh after me is mightier than I, whoge shoe
I am not worthy to bear: he shall ba A
wilth the Holy Ghost,” (Matt. iii. 1) Christ
sa.l.d, “Except a man be born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of (’_.;od 3
QO1111 iii. 5.) And Christ says: “John truly hal‘;.
tized with water, but ye shall be baptized with
the Holy Ghost not many days hence.” [t is
needless to multiply these texts, they :xx‘é S0
numerous; but the outpouring of God's Spirit
and baptism are spoken of together, the one ag
?:he symbol, and the other as the thing symbols
ized, and the putting of a man into the wazer 1s
not an apt illustration or symbol of the outpour-

CCTCInOn |

Plize you

Bible Baptism. Iy
God's Spirit upon the soul. When John
ing, of me preaching in the wilderness of

ca .
the Bapust s 2 Hebrew priest, doing what the

it was a :
udea, 1t ere universally recognized as

iesthood w : :
Heb;;:;relr;l’lw do. A very large function of their
appo

e was the sprinkling of the people, eit.her with
‘ofice ;1 of the sacrifice which symbolized the
the blO‘;_ Christ, or with the water of purification,
blo:dcs:ribed in the nineteenth chapter of N}lm-
"“‘ The Apostle Paul speaks of these sprink-
bers- and washings of the Old Tests:tment as
wdivers washings"—the Greek word being “bap-
. .n__«divers baptisms.” John came preach-
“Wand, Jike any other priest, bapti'zing the
; p“e';pIE, and no hint is given of the introduc-
ﬁm of a new form. The ]'ews wo_uld have been
.quick to complain at any mnovation l?y oxfe‘ of
their own priests upon a ceremony of their r'ehglon
which was performed constantly before their eyes.
Christ and John lived under the old dispensa-
jtidn. The old dispensation closed, and its mis-
sion was accomplished when Jesus died on the
&oss. Jesus being a Jew was circumcised, he
jggpf the passover, he attended the Temple ser-
vices and recognized the religion of the country
and people.

Now when Christ came to the river Jordan to
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pe baptized by John, John forbade him, saying :
T have need to be baptized of thee, and comest
thou to me.” The Lord declares: ¢ Thus it

becometh us to fulfill all righteousness,” all things

required by the law of our religion. And John
baptized him with water, while the Father baptized
him with the Holy Ghost, who decended upon
him from above. Hewas thus installed publicly in
his Messianic office for the Jews and for the world,
that he might offer himself as a sacrifice on
Calvary, and having risen from the grave might
ascend to heaven, and there as the High Priest
continue his intercessions for us.

But Christ being the divine and everlasting
priest of whom all other priests were only types,
never baptized any one with water which was
the symbol, but with the Holy Ghost which water
symbolizes.

The Baptists argue that Christ was immersed,
from the use, in the Scripture narrative, of the
expressions ‘“baptized of John 7z Jordan,”
‘“coming up out of the water.” We would set
against these the words of John in this connec-
tion “TI indeed baptize you zi#/ water,” and also
the fact repeatedly mentioned that simultaneously
with Christ’s baptism “with water ”-—the symbol,
the Holy Ghost, that which was symbolized,

and

Bible Baptism. 19

came down upon him. It would have been very
singular, or indeed meaningless, to put the Lord
down into the water as a symbol of the descent of
the IToly Ghost. As the killing of a Jamb for
sacrifice is an appropriate type of the death of
Christ, so is sprinkling or pouring a fitting symbol
of the descent of the Holy Ghost. We think that
the English version of the New Testament proves
that Christ was not immersed, but if we go back
to the inspired Grecek, the evidence is still strong-
er for our mode. The argument of the Baptists
is, that Christ’s baptism must have been by im-
mersion because the Greek preposition e/s, which
is;used in the case musz mean into, and apo must
mean out of.  Supposing: these two prepositions
did mean only zzfo and out of; it would not prove
immersion. It might prove that Christ stepped
into and owut of the water. . It would not prove
that John put the Lord underthe water.  In that
country where peopie did not then, and seldom do
now, wear shoes, 1t would be most natural for per-
sons about to be baptized by sprinkling, especially
if there were  a great multitude of candidates, to
step 7o, or possibly zuz0 the edge of the river, and
stand there while water was poured or sprinkled
on their heads.  But the use of the words eis and
apo does not even prove that the Saviour stepped
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into the water, as we see from the use of eis, it
occurs in Matthew iv. 1, “ Then was Jesus led up
of the Spirit (eis) into the wilderness” —the wil.
derness being an arid, treeless region, where it
would be impossible to get under anything except
by going into a cave. Was he immersed info
the wilderness? It was just as if one said: He
went nto Galilee. Again, Matthew v. 1, “He
went up (eis) into a mountain,” does not imply
that he went inside of or under the mountain,
In John xx. 3-6, * Peter therefore went forth, and
that other disciple, and came (‘eis) %0 the sepul-
chre.”  “The other disciple did outrun Peter, and
came first (¢is ) to the sepulchre” . . . ““yet went
he not in!”
going into the sepulchre is described, it was ne-
cessary to use a double eis, and to say kai cisel-
Hhen eis to mnemeion ; equivalent to saying, and he
entered in the sepulchre.  If the use of eés in the:
narrative of Christ’s going to~Jordan to be bap-
tized, proved that Christ went snzfo the water, it
would not follow then that he was immersed, but:
it does not even prove that he stepped into the:
water.

So in the case of the Funuch baptized by
Philip. The same word eis is used, and it sim-
ply mecans that he went to the water. The Scrip-:

In the succeeding verses where their -
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sure says they went down 4o/ into the walcer, otk
philip and the Eunuch, and (that is, after they
had gone into, or, better translation, #) ¢ he bap-
tized him.”  If the /s refers to the baptism, and
proves that the Eunuch was immersed, it also
proves that Philip was immersed also; but the
fact is, it proves nothing about it, for it was after
they had gone (‘¢is) fo the water that the baptism
took place. In the last verse of this chapter we
read that “Philip was found aZ (eis) Azotus,”
which is strong confirmatory proof that ¢is can-
not be shown to express always the idea of going
into. In this chapter eis is used eleven times,
and only once translated info, the other transla-
tions are “to,” “in,” “with,” “unto,” and “at.”
1t is evident that it simply refers to locality.

The other Greek preposition which our dear
Baptist brethren build their theory of immersion
upon is @po, which they claim refers to the com-
ing up out of the water in the performance of
baptism.  But if it could be proved that it always
meant oxf of; it would only show that the baptizer
and the baptized stepped out of the water, not
that either one had been immersed in it. But
even this cannot be proved. See Matt i. 17,
“ Generations f7om (apo) Abraham to David, . . .
and from (apo) David until the carrying away into
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Babylon, . . . and from (apo) the carrying away

into Babylon unto Christ. We could mnot say:
¥ Ay

“out of Abraham to David,” In Actsix, 8, we
read, “Saul arose from (apo) the earth.” [y
could not mean oxf of for he had not been 7 op
under it. Matt. xxv. 28 reads, ¢ Take the talent
Jrom (apo) him,” not ou# of him, and in the same
chapter, verse 41, “Depart from (efp0) me,” not
ontgfme; andin Acts xxvil. 34, “Not a hairsha];
fall from (apo) the head of any of you;” not oz
of as if the hair were inside the head. The New
Testament is full of passages in which e is useq
in similar senses.  Like ¢/s, apo refers to locality,
and it usually means from. It can be made to
mean ou? of by a context which necessarily im.
plies it, and also by adding another preposition,
as in English we say ow# from.

It does not prove that Jesus and the Eunuch
were Immersed, but that they were 70# immersed,
When Jesus was baptized he went (eis) % the
water, and came fiom (apo) the water, and so the
Funuch.

What was the Eunuch doing when Philip met
him? He was reading at what is now the fifty-
third chapter of Isaiah. The books of the Bible
were not at that time divided into chapters, but
he was reading in the book of Isaiah, atthat place
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which describes the sacrifice of Christ for sin.
'rhe description of Christ begins in the preceding
chapter.  The last verses of that chapter read:

« Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he
ghall be exalted and extolled, and be very high.

« Asmany were astonied at thee; his visage was
somarred more than any man, and his form more
than the sons of men:

«So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings
shall shut their mouths at him: for that which
had not been told them shall they see; and that
which they had not heard shall they consider.”

This is what the Eunuch was reading when
Philip came to him in the chariot, and we find
that Philip took from that passage of Scripture, the
succeeding verse as the text of his sermon, and
his preaching was so effective that the Eunuch
confessed Christ and desired to be baptized.
Now, in the face of the passage the Eunuch was
reading, how could Philip have baptized him in
any other way than by sprinkling? Christ was
going to sprinkle many nations—Dby his church,
his ministers—with water, and to sprinkle many
nations with the outpouring of his mighty Spirit
from his own great hand and sceptre.

An argument for sprinkling or pouring may be
drawn from the fact that the baptisms by the
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apostles frequently occurred in a prison, or 2
home where it would have been impossible Sor
the ordinance to have been administered by im.
mersion, without great preparations in the Way
of preparing a pool and filling it with water. It
these baptisms had been by immersion there
would have been some account given of these
preparations, or of thé persons concerned going
to some body of water where it could be practi-
cable. But there is not a word or hint of any
such thing. The plain inference from all these
passages is that when a man confessed Christ,
in his home, or in a prison, he was baptized at
once without any elaborate preparation, such ag
immersion would have involved,

There are some passages which we must men.
tion, in passing; the first is 1 Cor. x. 2: “Ang
were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in
the sea.” But the Egyptians were the only ones
immersed. Another is where it is said of Noah
and his family in the ark: “Eight souls were
saved by water. The like figure whereunto even
baptism doth also now save us.” Noah and his
family were not immersed. It was the wicked of
the lost world who were immersed and destroyed,

The water saved Noah by destroying the wicked
world, thus saving him out of its corruption, and
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o with the children of Israel at the Red Sea.
‘here is nothing in either case to prove any mode
of baptism.

The strongest texts in the Bible for our dear
Baptist brethren (I am going to call them that
when I mention them, because I love them, 'and
do not like to differ from them about anything)
are those two texts: “ Buried with him in l?ap- )
tism,” and “Buried with him by baptism into
pis death.” Those are the two great passages
which they depend upon. Let us see: ‘ Buried
with him by baptism znte kis death.” « Into his
death.”  What does that mean? It means that
by this ordinance, the death of Christ becon.les
our death, and therefore His burial is our burial.
Baptized into a faith, we become partakers of
that faith; baptized into a church, we become
members of that church; and baptized into a
slain sacrifice, we become partakers of its death.
In the fifteenth chapter of 1st Corinthians St.
Paul says: “Why are we then baptized for the
dead?” These were Christian Hebrews the
Apostle was writing to; and those Gentile Chris-
tians who have the whole Bible and can read in
the nincteenth chapter of Numbers where it de-
clares if a man touched a dead body, or a bone
of 2 man, or a grave, he was ceremonially unclean,
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until he had been baptized by being sprinkled with
water, and the ashes of a red heifer which had beey,
burnt with cedar wood. Then after a specified
time he was ceremonially clean, and could enter
the temple again. What did that mean? Iy
meant that the penalty of sin is death. A man
who had touched a dead body, or a bone of a
man, or a grave, was considered to have be.
come ceremonially unclean. God would not
allow that man to go to the temple to serve
and to worship. Must the man be killed? No,
A substitute must be killed in his place—some-
thing must be punished for him, and the death
of another must be made his death, that he may
go to the house of the Lord. And so this
red heifer, without a spot or a blemish, was
chosen, and put to death, to atone for the cere-
monial uncleanness of him who had touched a
dead body, or a bone of a man, or a grave. And
then the priest, under a minute prescription, al-
lowing no liberty whatever in the method of its
application—was to take the water containing the
ashes of the slain animal, and sprinkle the body
of the unclean : and so the man was considered, be-
fore the law, as having been punished and set free.

Now then, buried with Christ by baptism into
his death, signifies that baptism by which we are
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prought into connection with Christ—a vital con-
pection, baptized into his death, and so his death
pecomes our death. We are baptized into him
py the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and instead
of this being a text for the immersion theory, it
15 a strong one for sprinkling or pouring as the
scriptural mode ot baptism, because the ordinance
prescribed in Numbers xix., to which this passage
plainly refers, was a baptism by sprinkling, and
no other.

«“One Lord, one faith, one baptism,” and
what baptism is that? Anything which is put
on the same level with “one Lord” and “one
faith,” must be a spiritual thing that is everlasting
in its effects. The Holy Ghost would not say,
one Lord (pointing to Christ), one faith (pointing
to that immortal thing that saves the soul), and
then, “one baptism,” meaning water baptism.
It means the baptism of the Holy Ghost, by which
we are cleansed from the pollution of sin and
porn into Christ. “The Spirit, and the water,
and the blood—and these three agree in one:”
the Spirit is poured out—nobody disputes that ;
the blood is sprinkled, and the water must also be
poured or sprinkled if the three are to agree in one.

It is worth considering that the immense ma-
jority of the Christian church hold that sprinkling,
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or pouring, was the Bible form, and that only
Gfteen millions (that is the number of the Baptist
denomination) hold to immersion ; that the Pres-
byterian Church with its 35,000,000, the Metho-
dist with its 21,000,000, the Episcopalian with its
21,000,000 OF 22,000,000, and the Lutherans with
their millions, all hold to sprinkling or pouring.
This does not prove it, of course, because the
truth is sometimes with the minority, but it raises
a strong presumption that the opinion of the im-
mense majority of the Christians in the world is
right on this matter.

Another consideration : would it be at all likely
that Christ would institute a sacrament which
could not be administered except under peculiarly
favorable circumstances? On the deserts of
Arabia, on the plains of our own West, in the
cold regions of the frozen North, and in the sick
room, where some poor man was about to die,
immersion would be a physical and absolute im-
possibility. It would seem that God in appoint-
ing a sacrament, would adopt such an act as
could be performed anywhere, which would be
practicable where men can live; and so we can
baptize by sprinking a man ina prison cell, on the
scaffold, on a sick-bed, however ill he may be,
on the deserts of Arabia, or on the deck of a ship.

»

Bible Baptism. 29

Wherever a man can live, the sacrament may be
cafely administered.

A strong argument is found in the remains
of the old carvings in the Catacombs at Rome.
The Catacombs are artificial caves, or chambers,
cut in the soft rock, under the city of Rome, of
immense extent, with here and there a chapel
for worship, and burial places where we can
see that in anclent times, in the ages of per-
secution, under the heathen religion of ancient
Rome, God’s people took refuge in the bowels of
the earth. Here they lived and worshipped, and
here they buried their dead. And under the in-
fluence of that same kind of religious sentiment
which we have, that comes so strongly into exer-
cise when we are in extreme trouble, they associ-
ated religion with the death of their friends, and
wrote religious truths on their tombs. We find
on the faces of tombs in the Catacombs, pictures
of the baptism of Christ. I have seen them my-
self. Dating back to the early ages, locked up
there, and hidden away as they were for hundreds
and hundreds of years, now brought to light by
careful exploration, they seem like voices from the
dead, testifying to the truth. Some of these
pictures represent the Saviour’s’ baptism, depicting
him, standing at the edge of the river Jordan, while
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John the Baptist (some of them showing him witn
a bunch of hyssop in his hand, some with a shell,
and some with the simple hand) poured or
sprinkled water on his head. As these pictures
were placed on the rocks a thousand and a half
years ago, they have great force and authority in the
determination of this question. And a little over
a year ago I was wandering about the iuins of
Ephesus, where St. John lived, and Timothy also,
and where Si. Paul taught, and I found an ancient
baptismal urn, which any one may see now by
going to the site of that ancient city. It wasa
great marble vase, four or five feet in diameter,
but only six inches in depth, made with taste and
skill, evidently as an ornament to some ancient
Christian church; but it would have been impos-
sible to immerse a baby in it, much less a grown
person.

The testimony of the early Christian writers is
also in favor of sprinkiing or pouring. Jerome,
in the year 321 A. D., writing on a passage in
Ezekiel, speaks of “pouring out the clean water
of baptism.” And Basil, an ancient Greek Chris-
tian, in the year 310 A. D., and Origen 184 A. D.,
both speak of the pouring of water on the sacri-
fice 'of Elijah, as the baptism of the sacrifice by
water. Cyprian, a Latin writer, who died 260 A.
D., called affusion the baptism of the church.
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St. Lawrence, in 250 A. D., spoke of a soldier
being baptized by water poured from a pitcher.
Clemens, Alexandrinus born 105 after Christ,
speaks of a backslider going back, “baptized with
his own tears.”

We think that in this brief, and condensed argu-
ment we have shown that sprinkling or pouring is
the seriptural mode of baptism, and ought to be
maintained by all branches of the Church of Christ.

I would to God that all the children of Christ
believed that whatever may be the forms and
ceremonies under which people worship, if they
have faith in Jesus they are all brothers and sis-
ters, who have a right to every privilege and every
sign of fellowship, and my argument is not in the
faintest manner controversial. It is simply for
the instruction of our people in our own doctrine,
We receive all evangelical denominations into
every fellowship; in the pulpit, at the communion
table, and into the membership of the church, and
every Christian denomination is recognized by
the grand old Presbyterian Church. We may be
pardoned for loving the house of our fathers, as a
grand old monument for truth and liberty, and
charity. Let us all strive after charity among all
denominations, and this is to be gotten not by
controversy, but by co-operation and fellowship
in Christian work and prayer.




INFANT BAPTISM.

“And I baptized also the household of Stephanas.'-
1 CoR. i: 16,

“HE query is, “ Who may be baptized ?”” but
1 as there is no difference of opinion among
Christians about the baptism of adults who pro-
fess faith in Christ, and who have not been bap-
tized, and therefore no special need of argument
upon that subject, we will confine our 'discusmon
to the question, “May infants be baptized?”

The position of the Presbyterian Church on
this subject is, that the infants of believing parents
are members of the church, and that as such they
are entitled to the sign of church membership,
which is baptism. Therefore, if we can prove
that the first statement is true, that infants are
members of the church, it necessarily follows that
they have a right to baptism, which is a sign and
seal of that membership. So our task is to prove
the membership of the infants of believers in the
church of the living God.

The first argument is, that in all lands, under
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all kinds of governments, infants are recognized
as citizens. It matters not whether the country
be under a monarchy or a republic, the rule is
universal, always has Deen, and doubtless will be
to the end of time, that infants are citizens of the
nation. If one of our children should be attacked
in a foreign country where we were traveling, he
would be defended by the agent of the American
government there. If he being innocent of crime,
were taken captive and putin prison, the govern-
ment of the United States would recognize his
citizenship, and demand his instant release, which
if not complied with, would be enforced by arms,
and, if necessary, the entire naval and military
power of the nation would be brought into requi-
sition to save that little child from its enemies.
Every one of our children is a citizen of the Ameri-
can nation by virtue of its birth. Here is 2 man
who was born in Great Britain, who chose for
himself a home in America, and who went through
certain prescribed forms in order to become a cit-
izen. In doing so, what was the effect upon his
minor children? They became citizens by their
father’s act. Because their father is a citizen,
they are citizens, and are entitled to the protec-
tion of the government, and to all the privileges
of this favored land. It is true they are not en-
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titled to cxercise all the privileges of citizenship
unless they possess the necessary qualifications,
and the qualifications are two: a proper age and
a proper character. The second is as important
as the first, for though the man come to the age
of twenty-one, he is not allowed the highest privi-
leges of citizenship unless his character he worthy ;
for, if he has broken the laws he is confined in
prison, andis not allowed to exercise the suffrage
which belongs to him by birth.
So in the visible kingdom of our God and Sa-
viour, the children are born members. When a
man joins the church of God on earth, he brings
his children with him. They are members, under
the protecting care of the government of this
kingdom; they are entitled to the blessings which
belong to such membership ; they are entitled to
instruction, and opportunities for worship, and
defence from the world, and when they obtain the
proper qualifications for full citizenship, they are
admitted to its exercise, those qualifications being
age and character, just as in the State. A child
must be old enough to understand what religion
is before he come to the communion; must be-
lieve in Christ intelligently, repent of his sins, and
ask for himself the full privileges which are his
birthright. Ile must not only be old enough,

r
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but as in his relations to the State, he must have
the proper character, and that comes f1'01;1 what
we call conversion or regeneration, He must ‘;e
of proper age, and must be horn again, and when
he f;lmws ?n'lnself'possusmd of these (:lnziliﬁ(‘nrion;
!w is :;tllillEtC«I to full membership, in votiné, hulri:
;2{’;1; office, and in coming to the Lord’s
Now, it would De a very strange thing if, in all
the governments of the world, Christial,l and
hc:.xthen, the membership and citizenship of liLttI
children were recognized, and yet in the overne
ment of God, who is most merciful and ki%ld an ;
good, the little ones should be left out. :
Tt Lile‘l]]Ot be denied that, in the Old Testa-
ment, infants were members, and in the seven
teentl.l ‘Chapter of Genesis, the ordinance of cir:
guracision is prescribed as a recognition of their
mc11'151on m the covenant and the church., If we
can prove that there has been but one church and
kmgdo'm‘ of God on earth, and that the law
recognizing the membership of children has never
been repealed, but only the seal and sign of it
changed, it is demonstrated that infants are still
n}en.]bers of this church. The essential ordinan‘ces
signified the same thing under the Old "Testa-
ment as under the New, the difference being that
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circumeision was for male children only, while
baptism is for both male and female, the position
g more advantageous under the

of woman bein
Circumcision wag

New than under the Old.
emblematical of putting away the sins of the
flesh, and the cleansing from sin, in the Old
Testament, just as baptism signifies it now, re.
presenting the outpouring of God’s Spirit, by which
we are born again, separated from the world, and
joined to Christ. The Passover set forth the
coming sacrifice of the Lamb of God, who was tg
be slain for the world, and whenever the pioug
Jew partook of this ordinance it was to him very
much what the Lord’s Supper is to us now, only
that was prospective, looking forward to the pro-
mise to be fulfilled, while ours is retrospective,
looking back to that which has been accom-
plished. As the atonement has been accoms
plished, a slight symbol, a simpler ordinancs, i§
put in the place of the older one as a memento
and seal; and so, instead of the sacrificial lamb
and the sprinkling of its blood, we have now the
breaking of bread, and the pouring of wine, which
stand for the breaking of Christ's body and the
shedding of his blood. And so as the Spiiit’s
work has been more clearly manifested in the
New Testament, the symbol of his outpouring
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consists of pouring or sprinkling a small quan-
tity of water on the head.

The church inall ages hasbeen established upon
the covenants between God and man. All the
covenz_mts of God made with men have included
the children. When God made a covenant with
our. first parents, in Eden, it was for them and
their pg;terity. If Adam had chosen good, and
not evil, it would have been for our bleésed’ness
for our everlasting weal; but he chose evil, anci
0 his Posterity suffer with him in the same con-
demnation.

An.d when God made a covenant with Noah, it
was in these words: “Behold, I establish ;ny
covenant with you, and your seed after you.”

God has placed in the human heart a great in-
stinct, which, when a man comes to be a father, and
a woman comes to be a mother, asserts itself ai)ove
every 'other instinct, in the desire for the welfare
of their progeny. (God, who made that instinct
and who has put it in man for the welfare of tl)(;
race, l.qas established in his church the means of
sa.nsfymg it, and as the father and mother recog-
.mzing their infirmity and imperfection, bl’lt long-
ing. for the welfare of their child, would bring
tl.lelr child to God, and consecrate i.t to his ser-
vice; s0 God in all his covenants has said: “To

2
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thee and thy children,” thus answering this mighty
God-given instinet, which Dbelongs to all man-
kind.

When the Lord called Abraham out of Ur of
the Chaldees, he said in the seventh verse of the
seventeenth chapter of Genesis, “I will establish
my covenant between me and thee, and thy seed
in their generations, for an everlasting covenant,
to be a God unto thee and thy seed after thee.”
I am so glad that ringing word, “everlasting”
was put in, that God made this covenant with
Abraham, not for a temporary period, not
for the Jewish nation, which was afterwards to
come into existence, bhut as an everlasting cove-
nant, to be a God unto Abraham and his seed
after him forever: and that in the New Testa-
ment, when the sacred work of redemption had
been accomplished, and the church, which had
been kept stationary, was sent out into the world
on a pilgrimage and mission to carry this redemp-
tion to all men—then the seed of Abraham was
0 increase, not by blood, but by faith: and so
that covenant which God made with Abraham in
Ur of the Chaldees, when he was ninety and nine
years old, for him and for his seed, to be an ever-
lasting covenant, was not alone for the Old Testa-
ment worthies, but it was for Peter, James, John,
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Mary, Martha, Lazarus, and was for us, in thig
advanced time. And the mighty wing of this
Abrahamic covenant spreads abroad to the end
of human history, and throws its protecting
shadow over all the children of the faithful who
love God and keep his commandments,

The covenant was given to the church, not to
Abraham and his family alone, and many of the
promises of that covenant were not conferred
under the Old Testament at all. Now then, if
the church of God has received these promi.‘;ed
blessings, it has received them under the new dis-
pensation, and is receiving them now. So God
either broke his covenant, not giving to the
church what he covenanted or the (:h‘ur(:h has
continued down to the present time receiving still
the gracious fulfillment of the promises of God.
And St. Paul says : “Therefore, it isof faith, that
it might be by grace, to the end the promise might
be sure to all the seed, not to that only which is
of the law, but to that also which is of the faith
of Abraham.” “If ye be Christ’s, then are ye
Abraham’s seed, and hejrs according to the
promise.”  'That is the next thing to a mathema-
tical demonstration. !

The kingdom of God in this world is one in all
ages. When organized it was with himself as




40 Infant Baptism.

king, in the second person of the trinity. He
says in the second Psalm: ¢ Yet have I set my
king upon my holy hill of Zion.” When _the Jews
asked Samuel for a temporal sovereign, like those
of the surrounding nations, and Samuel reported
it to God, the Lord said: “They have not re-
jected thee, but have rejected me.” God had
assumed to be the head of this kingdom but he
granted their request, that they might.see their
folly, and that others might see the folly of turn-
ing aside from his government, and gave tl.xem a
human king, Saul, just such a man as they wished,
2 man of brilliant talents, and handsome person,
who could walk before them in the paths of
worldly might and glory, as a worthy representa-
tive of their ambitious desires. But Saul proved
unfaithful, and God, as he so often does, bringing
good out of evil, determined that through this
human royalty which had been established over
his people, he would bring about his own purpose,
and cause them to return whence they had set
out, to the kingship of God himself, in Israel.
And so he made David king and gave him a
promise: “And when thy days shall be fulfilled,
and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up
thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy
bowels, and T will establish Zés kingdom.” And
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in the time of Daniel he said: “In the days of
this king (the promised king) shall the God of
heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be
destroyed.” To what kingdom did the prophet
refer? ‘The kingdom of God. David and Solo-
mon had passed away, and the Holy Land had
been preyed upon by the nations of the earth.
Their royalty had been destroyed, and God pro-
mised, through Daniel, that the kingdom should
be restored. So says the prophet Amos ix.
11—-12: “In that day will I raise up the taber-
nacle of David that is fallen, and close up the
breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins,
and I will build it as in the days of old, that they
may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the
heathen, which are called by my name, saith the
Lord that doeth this.”

God gave promises repeatedly, that the king-
dom should be resfored; not a new kingdom
established, but the old one reinstated. And we
read in Isaiah ix.: “For unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is given : and the government shall
be upon his shoulders; and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God,
the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Of
the increase of his government and peace, there
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and
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upon his kingdom, to order it and to establish it
with judgment and with justice, from henceforth
even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will
perform this.”

The restoration of the kingdom of David was
continually prophesied, and also. it was prophesied
that this kingdom should be enlarged. We read:
“Of the increase of his government there shall be
no end He shall have dominion also from sea
to sea, and from the river to the ends of the
earth.” And again he asks : “Why do the heathen
rage, and the people imagine a vain thing. The
kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers
take counsel together, against the Lord and
against his anointed, saying: Let us break their
bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us,
He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the
Lord shall have them in derision. Then shall he
speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in
his sore displeasure. Yet have I set my king
upon my holy hill of Zion. I will declare the de-
cree, the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my
Son ; this day have I begotten thee, Ask of me
and I will give thee the heathen for thine inheri-
tance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy
possession.”

And so when the king came, standing on the
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accumulated works of his life, the redemption of
mankind, and the full proclamation of God’s
eternal truth, he said: “Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel to every creature.” My
kingdom is to be an everlasting kingdom. It is
to be extended to all lands. Go now and estab-
lishitin “all the world” And so we see that
whereas God had allowed Israel to have a human,
king, in granting their request he had arranged
that out of that rule of a human sovereign there
should at last spring the rod of Jesse, the Lion of
the tribe of Judah, and that in this there should
be fulfilled his own eternal purpose, that he would
himself be the king of Zion.

Now, as it is no new kingdom, but the same
old kingdom, and as there has been no repeal of
the statutes that marked children as citizens in i
they are citizens still. It is true that the whole
temple service, and its accompaniments, have
passed away, but it is also true that the elimina-
tion of that splendid service left the church like
it was before as to its covenants, government,
and citizens. “The church, governed by elders,
away back in the earliest periods, was recognized
by God, when he sent Moses to take possession
of his people in Egypt, and lead them into Pales-
tine. This government was kept up, through all
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the ages, while the temple service was maintained ;
the same as the church government of the New
Testament period, that by elders. We read that
the Apostle Paul went about “ordaining elders in
every city,” not establishing a new church, but
extending the old, to the ends of the earth-—the
same government, the same laws, the same king,
and the same citizenship.

The whole temple service was arranged around
the sacrifice. That is what it all meant. It was
collectively but a magnificent altar, on which sac-
rificial animals were slain, as the type of the com-
ing Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of
the world.

When Christ died, the veil of the temple was
rent in twain, as a promissory note is canceled
when it is paid, and shortly, by divine provi-
dence, the temple itself was destroyed. And so
temple, priesthood, sacrifice, and all, like a rain-
bow that spans the heavens of time, supporting a
mighty promise on its arch, having accomplished
their purpose, faded away.

We read also of the kingdom of God as the
Church of God, not only in the new dispensation,
but the old. David says in the twenty-second
Psalm, twenty-second verse: “I will declare thy
name unto my brethren : i the midst of the con-
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gregation will I praise thee.” And Paul repeats:
“Both he faat sanctifieth and they that are sanc-
tified, are all of onej for which cause he is not
ashamed teo call them brethren, saying, I will de-
clare thy na.ne unto my brethren: in the midst of
the cZurc/ will T sing praise unto thee.” David
wrote, “In the midst of the comgregation will 1
praise thee,” and the apostle quoted it, “ In the
midst of the ¢/ure/ will I sing praises unto thee,”
so that the congregation of Israel, according to
St. Paul, is the same as the church. So it was in
the cZuurch that the Son was to praise the Father,
and the martyr Stephen, speaking of him, says :
“This is he who was with the cZurch in the
wilderness.”

It will not do to declare that the church was
organized after Christ, on the day of Pentecost.
The church is as old as the promise of redemp-
tion. There was no need for a new organization
of the church. If there had been a new church
organized under the new dispensation it would
have been distinctly stated. A matter of such
tremendous import could not have been left out.
Other things of less importance are minutely de-
scribed, but there is no hint anywhere in the
New Testament of a new kingdoit.~-a new church
—-being established in the world. And if the
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converts to Judaism, who came into the fehllow—
ship of the apostles had been required to discon-
vinve the recognition of their children as members
of the church, there would have been a greater
outcry than could have been caused by almost
anything we could imagine. There was no .such
outery; there were no words spoken to indicate
that as the children had been recognized in the
church of the Jewish epoch, they would be left
out in the Christian.

In Romans xi. 17 we read, “And if some of
the branches be broken off, and thou, being a
wild olive tree, wert graffed in among them,” etc.
The meaning of this passage is plain enough.
Some of the Jews were broken off and rejected,
and in their places the Gentiles, though appa-
rently unworthy and unpromising, were intro-
duced into the church of God, and made
partakers of its glorious privileges. 'The 700/ or
#ree in this passage cannot be the early converts
from among the Jews, but must be the ancient and
covenant people of God. There has never been
but one church of God on earth, existing under
different institutions and enjoying different de-
grees of light and blessing. There has been but
one olive tree, divinely nurtured from age to age.

When our Lord came into the world, what do
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we find? Little children were brought unto him,
that he might put his hands on them and pray :
and the disciples rebuked those that brought
them, but Jesus said: “Suffer the little children,
and forbid them not, to come unto me, for of
such isithe Zingdom of God.” Was it a supersti-
tion that caused these parents to bring their
children to Christ? Was it a mere compliance
with a sentimental wish that caused him to lay his
hands upon them? It was a recognition of their
rights and privileges in the church of the living
God, and of the fact that they could receive spir-
itual grace even in infancy.

The first recorded case of infant baptism was
in the Red Sea. “And the children of Israel
journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six
hundred thousand on foot, men, besides women
and children, and were all baptized unto Moses
in the cloud and in the sea.” These words are
from 1 Corinthians, tenth chapter, second verse,
and they show that, with God as administrator,
and the great sea and cloud for the means, the
men and the women and c4ildren were all bap-
tized together.

After our Lord’s ascension, the disciples and
apostles went abroad preaching the gospel, and
saying: “Repent and be daptized; . . . for #he
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promise is unto you, and to your children,” etc.
Acts ii. 38, 39.

The call is to be daptized, because of the pro-
mise. What promise? The Abrahamic—that
which was sealed with circumcision, which includ-
ed your children. Couid the promise which in-
cluded the children be a reason for the parents’
being baptized (as now a substituted form of the
seal when the new dispensation was inaugurated),
and not be also a reason for the children’s being
baptized?

We read that St. Paul and his companions, in
obedience to the Macedonian cry, passed over
into Europe, and that in Philippi he found some
women on the Sabbath, by the river side, in “a
place where prayer was wont to be made.” They
preached to them, “and a certain woman named
Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira,
which worshipped God, heard them, whose heart
the Lord opened, that she attended to the things
which were spoken of Paul. And when she was
baptized, and her Zowsekold.” It was when Lydia
accepted Christianity, and believed in Christ, that
she was baptized, “and her Zousekold.”

Another case is that of the jailor, in the six-
teenth chapter of the Acts. During the night of
the imprisonment of Paul and Silas in Philippi,
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when they were singing and praising God, ¢ sud-
denly there was a great earthquake, so that the
foundations of the prison were shaken, and im-
mediately all the doors were opened, and every
one's bands were loosed. And the keeper of
prison awakening out of his sleep, and seeing the
prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and
would have killed himself, supposing that the
prisoners had fled. But Paul cried with a loud
voice, saying, Do thyself no harm, for we are all
here. Then he called for a light, and sprang in,
and came trembling, and fell down before Paul
and Silas, and brought them out, and said, Sirs,
what must I do to be saved. And they said, Be-
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved, and {7y house. And they spake unto him
the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his
house ; and he took them the same hour of the
night, and washed their stripes, and was baptized,
he and all Jis, straightway.”

In Romans, sixteenth chapter, we read : “Greet
Priscilla and Aquila, my helpers in Christ Jesus.
Likewise greet #e church that is in their house.”
In the New Testament, where individuals are
mentioned as being baptized, if there is anything
said about those individuals having a family, in
every single case the statement is made that the
kousehold were baptized also.
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If none are to be baptized but those that be-
lieve and confess publicly, it would be most re-
markable that in every case where there was a
man converted, and that man had a fainily, every
one of his household should become a Christian
at the same time: That is hardly supposable.
Nor is it supposable that in all these numerous
cases there could have been no little children in
the many families where we read that the father or
mother, or both, accepted Christ.

It is objected that the command is, “ Believe
and be baptized,” and that belief muss precede
baptism. But we read not only, “He that be-
lieveth and is baptized, shall be saved,” where
belief comes first, but we also read, “Except a
man be born of water and of the Spirit, he can-
not enter the kingdom of God,” in which case the
water baptism, is put first, and that by the Sa-
viour himself.

Our dear Baptist brethren, when they receive
a man into the church by their form of baptism,
which they confidently and honestly believe in, do
not usually re-baptize him if he afterwards prove
himself not to have been converted at all, and is
dropped from the roll, and subsequently becomes
converted and joins the church a second time.
‘They recognize the first baptism, administered
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now confessedly before the man was a Christian,
which shows that even they, by their own prac-
tice, are obliged to admit that baptism may pre-
cede conversion. And in such a case as I have
mentioned, which is one of a thousand, that man
may eventually become a minister of the gospel.
It is all right—their custom is right and proper;
but if that man should become a minister of the
gospel, I do not see how he could afterwards
preach that no man may be baptized until he is
converted, when he himself was not converted
until long after his baptism.

After the apostles had departed, and the church
Wwas sent upon its great mission without any in-
spired men, but with an inspired Bible, the doc-
trine of infant membership was held universally,
and practiced by the great body of Christians,
and has been since the time of the apostles until
the present day. With all the controversies that
rent the church of God in the early ages, there
was no controversy on this subject until the six-
teenth century. There were controversies as to
the person of Christ, as to whether his was a di-
vine or human nature, and on many other ques-
tions, but no controversy as to the right of infants
to membership in the church of God. It was
taken for granted, as an established institution
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that pertained to all human governments, and
one that had belonged to the church of God from
the beginning. We learn from the writings of
Origen, one of the most learned men of the
church, who was brought up in Alexandria, Egypt,
that being in early times the great educational
centre of Christendom, and who spent a consid-
erable part of his life in Palestine, that “the
church received an order from the apostles to
give baptism even to infants”; and other early
Christian writers speak of it as the general prac-
tice of the church. The great Augustine, than
whom, perhaps, no mightier teacher of the church
has lived since St. Paul, in his writings in the
fifth century, refers often to infant baptism as the
universal practice of the church. It was after
the beginning of the Reformation, in the sixteenth
century, that the privileges of infants as members
of the church was questioned; but then, and up
to the present time, by only a small portion of
the great church of God on earth. The Baptist
Church is a noble body, and it is doing, and has
done a great work for God and men. We wish
them God speed, but we wish also that they held
to this ancient practice and institution of the
church. Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Meth-
odists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Moravians, fully
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eight-tenths of the Protestant Church, hold to in-
fant church membership; and so do Roman Cath-
olics, Greeks, Armenians, Copts, and even Mo-
hammedans and Pagans, recognize in whatever
religion they profess, the membership of their off-
spring. And in the Jewish synagogues in this
day this is the custom. And when a Gentile now
wishes to become a Jew, he must submit to the
ordinances of admission into the Jewish Church,
and he takes his little children with him.

We may consider for a moment in conclusion,
the object of infant baptism, which is to put the
children, at the critical period of their existence,
under the care of the church, and to make them
inheritors of God’s promises. The effect upon
the parent of having his child baptized, must be
most beneficial. At the ordinance of baptism
they do not assume any responsibility, they re-
cognize one which exists, and they take a vow to
perform the duties that belong to it. They say,
these children are members of the church; God
has given them to us; they are heirs of the same
promise. They recognize it; thank God for it;
and in the presence of God, angels and men, they
take a solemn vow that they will properly dis-
charge their responsibility. The parents must
be influenced by this holy sacrament. 'When they
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kneel down to pray, when they are teaching their
children the truths of God’s word, when they walk
before them, setting an example for righteousness
or evil, as the case may be, it must be a potent
influence for keeping them in the path of duty, and
in moving them to do their duty to those whom
God has committed to their hearts and homes.
And the effect upon the children, too, is most sal-
utary. When they come to years of knowledge
and discretion, and are reminded that they are
citizens of the kingdom of God; that for them,
by their beloved parents, was taken a vow in their
childhood, when they consecrated them to the ser-
vice of God. It mustand does have an influence
to bring them to Christ. And if parents keep
those promises (God keceps his), the result is the
salvation of their offspring.

When Jesus came into this world, as a little
child, born in Bethlehem, heralded by angelic
choirs, and designated by heaven with the starry
jewel on its finger, a very unfortunate occurrence
took place, as we mightsay. A great number of
little children about Bethlehem, and the coast
thereof, were put to death by king Herod, that
he might destroy this coming Prince. What was
the result? "There was added that day to the
heavenly company a host of souls of these pure
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infants, regenerated by God’s Spirit, rising as the
first great tribute from earth of those who were
saved after the advent of our Lord.

Whereas it was cruel in Herod, and the curse
of God rested upon him for this massacre of the
innocents, yet now we can congratulate thosq
«whose angels behold the face of our Father in
heaven;” can congratulate them that it was God’s
will “that not one of them should perish,” and
that they have gone to glory and to everlasting
rest. And I think that Christ must have had
always, on this account, as well as others, a ten-
der regard for little children, when he remem-
bered that his birth was marked red on the
earth’s bosom by their blood. And so he said
many beautiful and sweet things about them ; took
them up in his arms and blessed them, and de-
clared that “ Except ye become as little children,
ye cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven.”

How beautiful is a baptismal scene, where
Christian parents in prayer and faith present their
children to God, and say, “We are weak, but
thou art mighty, hold us with thy powerful hand,”
while they invoke the blessing of God’s Spirit,
symbolized in the application of water. It is
a scene that God and the angels love to dwell
upon; and for simple beauty, there is nothing




56 Infant Baptism.

that transcends it in all the ordinances of re-
ligion.  Let us be faithful to the great institutiong
of our church, and the kingdom of God. Ang
parents, be ye faithful to those vows which have
been made in God’s presence and consecrated
. by his sacramental seal,
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