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PREFACE.

T s1s volume is designed as a memorial of departed
worth. Tt appears under disadvantages common to all
pdsthumous works. The Sermons and ApDREssEs,
with one or two exceptions, were prepared by the Au-
thor for the press. The rest of the volume, consisting
of selections from his numerous letters to his friends,
are the effusions of a pious and affectionate heart, and
penned either for their comfort, instruction, or gratifi-
cation, without the remotest idea of their ever appear-
ing before the public. The Editors have found the
" task of selection, in these circumstances, both delicate

and difficult ; delicate, lest we should encroach on the
sanctuary of private friendship ; difficult, on account
of the great mass of letters before us, from which the
selection has been made. Our diiﬁcuity has arisen,
not from a deﬁciencyb, but from a redundancy, of valua-
ble materials. We have used our best judgment in
making this compilation, from the writings of one of the
-best of men, and of ministers, and submit it to the can-

dour of its readers, and the blessing of God.



vi PREFACE.

| Though this volume is published more es'pecially to
gratify the numerous friends of Dr. Keith, and to them
we are sure it will be very precious ; yet, we doubt
not, it will prove a useful and valued work to many
others also, and remain a monument of the affectionate
piety, christian charity and meekness, respectfable tal-
ents and acquirements, and ministerial fidelity of its
Author, to the latest generation. Vo

We close our Preface with the following letter, ad-
dressed to the widow of Dr. Keith, shortly after his
-decease, as a valuable testimonial of the high estima-
tion in which he was held by the most respectable peo-
ple of his cbarge ; and as furnishing also a strong reason

for the publication of this volume.

CHARLESTON, MARCH 31, 1814,
MRS. KEITH.

RESPECTED MADAM,

Wiire we partakein the ex-
tensive grief, which the much lamented death of your excel-
lent husband has excited, one source of alleviating our dis-
tress has been opened to our minds. With your permission,
he who when living faithfully fed us with the bread of life,
may, though dead, yet continue to instruct and comfort, not
only us and our children, but multitudes who never had the
happiness, which we enjoyed, of hearing from his lips the gra-
cious messages of divine truth. To withhold these precious

_ remains of our much loved Pastor from the public eye, would,
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in our opinion, be an injury to the community, asit would de-
prive them of a source of improvement and consolation, which,
under existing circumstances, promises to be of extensive
utility. We therefore most earnestly request you to deliver
over to some judicious friend, the manuscripts of your be-
loved husband, that a selection may be made from them for
publication. In so doing you will not only oblige us, but
many who have never heard his voice ; and at the same time,
carry on the good work‘to which his whole life was devoted.

" We are, . ) '

With great esteern and affection,

. Your friends,
ELIZABETH B. HATTER. JOSIAH SMITH.
MARY L. THOMAS. WILLIAM ROACH.
SUSANNA SMILIE. KINSEY BURDEN.

NATHANIEL RUSSELL.
THOMAS JONES.
ADAM GILCHRIST.
WILLIAM PAYNB.

. ' W. S. SMITH.
T. FORD.
BAVID RAMSAY.

e
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

OF THE

‘REV. DR. KEITH.

Isaac Srockrow Keirn, the ‘subject of this
memoir, son of WirLLiam and Marearer KEiTH, was
born in Newtown, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, Janu-
ary 20th, 1755. His parents were members of the
Presbyterian church, in the place of his nativity, and
were held in high estimation, in the circle of their ac-
quaintance, for their piety and virtue. They educated
their children, (two sons and two daughters, so far as
we can ascertain from the documents before us) with
exemplary fidelity, taking unwearied pains to. peur re-
ligious and other useful instruction into their youthful
minds, and to bring them up in the nurture and admo-
nition of the Lord. In the subject of this memoir, at
a very early age, they discerned a vivacity of imagina-
tion, a quickness of discernment, and a disposition and
aptness to learn, which led them to defermine, in hum-
ble dependence on the divine blessing, to give him the
advantages of a public education, with a view to quak-
fy him to act in a large sphere of usefulness. Accord-
ingly, at the age of about fourteen, he was sent to Prince-

" .ton, in New Jersey, where he commenced and finished
. his classical education, under that very learned and ex-

¢ellent man, Rev. Dr. Joux Wirngrsroox, as Pres-
. 2 : ‘

-



10 " BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.

ident of Nassau Hall, and the Proprietor and Director
of the Grammar School, annexed to the College, and
then taught by Mr. Nathaniel Ermin, late minister of
Neshaminy. Such was the diligence and success with-
which he pursued his preparatory studies, that at every
examination he was honored with a premium. The
period he spent at the Grammar School, previous to his
admission into the College, was much shorter than usu-
al. His'whole course of classical education was com-’
pleted in six years, at the early age of twenty. " But
‘the'event, which above all others distinguished the pe-
riod of his residence at the Grammar School, and which
Jaid the foundation for his future usefulness in the
church of Christ, was his conversion. Here, as appears
from a MS. account of the event now before the writer,
through' the influence of the Holy Spirit, the eyes
of his mind were opened; he perceived, felt and la-
mented the exceeding sinfulness of his own heart and
life ; and renouncing all dependence on any thing he
could do to effect his own salvation, was led to rely
wholly on the merits and mediation of a crucified Sa-
viour. In his own time, the Lord was pleased to diffuse
the light of his reconciled countenance into his anxious
and humbled soul. On hearing the joyful and welcome
intelligence of this event, his parents exclaimed, « Now
hatb the Lord answered our prayers in his tender mer-
cies toward that son, whom we had specially dedicated
to his service.” During his whole collegiate course,
he continued a warm hearted, active, exemplary christ-
jan. ‘ - ’

Soon after he had completed his classical education,
in the autumn of 1775, he was invited to take charge of
a Laatin school at Elizabethtown, in New Jersey, which
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he taught with the approbation, both of his pupils, and
of the Trustees. But this employment fell short of his
great object.” He accordingly resigned the school, and
‘placed hiwself under the. care of the Rev. RoBERY
Smith, of Lancaster County,.in conformity to whose
directions, residing at his father’s house, he pursued
and finished his course of theological studies,'prepam-
tory to his entrance on the work of the ministry.

In the year 1778, he put himself under the care of
the Presbytery of Philadelphia ;- and in the autumn of
the same year, received from that body a license to
preach the gospel.. The following winter he spent in a
preaching tour, from which he returned to his father’s

- house in April, suffering under a sore and most pain-
ful pleuretic complaint, which affected his ljver, and
immineﬁtly threatened his life, After a long and dis-
tressing sickness, he was relieved, though not restored -
to firm health, in an extraordina;ymat'mer. The mat-

ter which had collected internally, and cauged his
pain, discharged itself, in consequence of the applica-
tion of a blister, near his shoulder blade, and his recov-

" ery immediately followed. '

In March, 1780, having previously preached at Al-
exandria, in Virginia, he received from the Presbyte-
rian church and society in that place, left vacant by
the removal of the Rev. William Thom, an affection-

_ate and unanimous call, (to which ¢ the inhabitants of
every denomination echoed universal consent,”) to set-
tle among them, as their pastor, ¢ promising obedience

“to his doctrine and discipline, so far as they should be
.agreeable to the word of God.” The call from this
church he accepted, and was ordained by the Presby-
tery of Philadelphia, with a view to his taking the pas-

4 .
-
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toral charge of it. On the 30th of May, 1780, he re-
ceived his dismission from the Presbytery of Philadel-
phia to that of Donnegall, who had the careé of the
church over which he had been ordained. He had pre-
viously received a call from a church in Allentown,
New Jersey, to which’ he sent a negative but affec-
tionate answer.

In the autumn of 1784, he was attacked by a fever,
which weakened still more his already enfeebled constitu-
tion. 'The following reflections, after his recovery from
this sickness, are worthy to be preserved. They are con-
tained in a letter of his to his brother and sister, dated

Alexandria, September 7, 1785, “ I am not without

hope, that these afflictive dispensations, are the correc-
tions of a Father’s hand, mercifully designed to promote

my spiritval imprevement ; and in connexion with that,

my truest and highest happiness. I sensibly feel the
need in which I stand of frequent chastisement, to disen-
gage my affections from an inordinate attachment to the
world; to impress a livelier conviction of the evil of sin ;
to excite to greater fidelity, in the discharge of du-
ty, and to awakenm more ardent desires, and diligent:
preparations for the happiness of a better life. Should
it be productive of these happy fruits, and these I hope,
through the attending blessing, and sanctifying spirit of
God, will not be altogether wanting. I shall then have
reason to reckon my affliction among the number of my
choicest mercies, and to acknowledge with joy and
thankfulness, ¢ That it is good for me that I have been
afflicted.”” This is the language of a' truly christian
faith and piety ; but the spirit from which it flows, is
as difficult to be acquired and maintained, as it is desir-
uble to be possessed. Happy truly are they, and they
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alone, whose souls have been formed by the grace of
God for the principles of our holy religion, to rejoice in
the prosperity of this life, as though they rejoiced not,
and to weep under the sorrows of it, as though they wept
‘mot ; considering the time as short, and the fashion of
this world as passing swiftly away. Soon, very soon,
my dear brother and sister, will it pass away from us,
or we from it... Let us then'seriously and impartially in-
quire, whether we are properly prepared to take our
final leave.of it ; whether we have those satisfying evi-
‘dences of a christian faith, and repentance, and love,
and obedience, and a.conscience so void of offence both
. towards God and man, that we can welcome the pros-
pect of eternity, in the animating persuasion or bope,
that the joys prepared for the good and faithful servant
in the kingdom of our Lord, shall be our everlasting
portion. Let these, therefore, be constantly made the
chief objects of our attention and regard, and let us
not forget to help each other by our mutual prayers,
that we may find mercy, and obfain grace, to be faith-
ful in the things, which so deeply coucern the safety
and happiness of our immortal souls.”

The feelings here expressed, were not left to expire
without a corresponding effort to render some accepta-
ble service to the Lord, by doing good to his [ellow
men. Accordingly, in Nov. 1785, he ptepared the
following plan of a Society, which, from the wisdom and
liberality it displays, does great credit to his under-

" standing and heart.

« Qutlines of a plan for formi'rpg a religious society
in the town of Alexandria.

I+ is conceived that a society, founded on catholic

principles, %0 as to unite christians of different persua-
&
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’

sions or professions, for the purposes of social prayer,
and other religious exercises, may contribute greatly
through the-divine blessing, to the spiritnal improve-
ment of their own souls ; and serve also to diffuse the
spirit and the blessings of the gospel among others, by
whom they have not yet been experienced. The cir-
cumstances of this- place, where the people of God are
few in number, and in some measure, divided undér
different names and forms, while the whole current of

general example, is opposed fo a serious profession,

and conscientious practice of true religion ; forcibly
call upon all who are sincerely resolved to live gadly
in Christ Jesus, and are duly concerned for the honor
of the Master whom they serve : to overlook the little
differences subsisting between them, and to combine
their best exertions, both to secure their own.integrily

" and stedfastness, in the service of their God and Re-

deemer, and to engage others to become followers of’
them, as they are of Christ. Inorderto these ends, no
means appear more promising in themselves, or more

Jikely to be approved and seconded by the great Head

of the church, than such institutions as this ; wherein

‘those who profess faith in the same Saviour, who ac-

knowledge subjection to the laws of the same gospel, and
entertain the hope of sharing in the same inheritance
of the saints in light ; suspending their zeal for those less

‘essential opinions and modes of practice, in which they

vary from each other ; associate together in that spi-
it of christian charity, which is the bond of perfec-
tion, and cordially unite in fervent prayers and suppli-
cations for each other, and for -all men, in mutual ex-

hortations, fo provoke unto love and to good- works,
and in the use of all other prudent and affectionate en-
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“deavours to encourage each others’ hearts, and strength-
en each others’ hands in the common and great christ>
ian cause. The hope that God will own and bless, to
the important purposes in view, a design which so pro-
fessedly and directly aims at the advancement of his glo-
ry, in the promotion of the interests of religion, is abun-
dantly authorized, not only by the obrvious reasonable-
ness of the thing, and its manifest conformity to the
Divine will ; but by the express declarations of his
written word, which, among other instances, furnishes
us with an illustrious example of the success of such a
measure, among his ancient people the Jews, when it
informs us, that ¢* They who feared the Lord, spake of-

ten one to another, and the Lord hearkened and heard

" ity” and declared, that they should be ¢ his, in the day
when he made up his jewels ;’ and in addition to this,
affords us a most special and gracious promise, for the
encouragement of christians in all succeeding ages,
when our Saviour assures his disciples, that if even,
< apy two of them shall agree on earth, touching any
thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them by
his Father, who is-in heaven ;* for said he, ¢ where
iwo or three are gathered together in my name, there
am I in the midst of them.”

Influenced therefore by these considerations, and trust.
ing that our views and intentions are pure and upright,
with earnest desires, and animating hopes, that God may
by his counsel direct, and by his blessing prosper, our
pious undertaking, we whose names are hereunto sub-
scribed, do agree,

1. That.a Society shall be formed for the purposes
above expressed, to consist of persons professing god-
liness, and maintaining a conversation becoming the
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gospel of Christ, without any regard being had to the
denominations to which they belong, or the names by
which they are distinguished.

2. That the exercises performed in the Society,
shall be sacred singing, prayer, and exhortation, or
reading some portion of the word of God,-or of other
books of practical religion, generally approved.

3. That when a minister or preacher of good stand-
ing, of any denomination, shall be present, he shall be
invited, or have liberty, to address the Society on any
subject of religion, only avoidigg, as much as possible,
all topics of controversy.

4. That the first meeting of the Society, shall be on
‘Wednesday evening, the 16th of the present month,
and that its future meetings shall be continued regular-
ly, on the same evening, every fortnight, or at such
other times as the Society -may hereafter find to be
most convenient and advisable ; and that all its meet-
ings shall be attended by the members with as much
punctuality, as their circumstances will possibly per-
mit. _ '

5. That regular memnbers choosing to withdraw from
their connexion with the Society, shall bave liberty to
do it, withont being considered as incurring blame or
reproach on that account ; but that members whose
immorsl condoct, or irregular behaviour, may be inju-
rious to the credit or ‘interest of the Society, shall be
excluded.

6. That persons not in connexion with the Society,
but desirous of attending its weetings, and behaving
_seriously and decently, shall be allowed to frequent
them, when they think proper.”
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We give the plan of this Society at large, in this
Memoir, because, so far as we know, it was the first of
the kind proposed in our country ; and because it is an
exhibition of sound sense and judgment, is a good
model for imitation, and happily express the pious
and benevolent feelings of its author, at this early peri-
od of his ministry. We knaw not whether this plan
ever went into operation.

Until the fall of 1788, Mr. Keith continued the affec-
tionate and faithful pastor of the church in Alexaudria;
when, having received and accepted a call to settle
as colleague pastor with the Rev. WiLLiam HoLviNgs-
HEAD, over the Independent or Congregational church
in Charleston, S. Carolina, he removed to that city,
and was inaugurated at the close of November, in the
year above mentioned.*

With what acceptance he fulfilled his eight years
ministry to the Congregation in Alexandria, we learn
by the following extract from their remonstrance to the
Presbytery, against his dismission, dated Sept. 10,
1788, They say, ¢ In the summer of 1780, the Rev.
Mr. Keith became pastor of this church, by the accep-
tance of our call ; and ever since that period has stood
high in the estimation of all denominations, and particu-
larly so with his own, whose exertions for his accommo-
dation are perbaps unequalled, and sufficiently evidence
their regard and attachment. ‘There have subsisted no
feuds nor animosities to disturb the peace of our church,
to render his residence here uncomfortable to himself,
or his labours unprofitable to the people.” To this
we subjoin the certificate of his ¢ dismission from the

* See his Inaugural Sermon, p. 49, of this Work.
3
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Presbyl-ery to which he belonged, as a further testimos
nial of the high estimation in which he was held.

‘IN PRESBYTERY, BALTIMORE, SEPT. 16, 1788,

A carL was handed to the Rev. Isaac S. Keith, from
the Independent or Congregational Church in Charles-
ton, S. Carolina, inviting him to take the pastoral charge
thereof, in conjunction with the Rev. William Hollings-
head, of which, after some pause, with due solemnity,
he signified his acceptance.

The Presbytery, therefore, do hereby declare the
pastoral relation between the Rev. Isaac S. Keith, and
the Presbyterian church in Alexandria dissolved, dis-
miss him from their body, to undertake the charge of
the church in Charleston aforesaid, in conjunction with
the Rev. William Hollingshead, recommending him very
affectionately to both, as a valuable evangelical minis-
ter of the fairest character, and fervently pray, that
they may remain long together, in perfect harmony,
for mutual edification, and the promotion of true reli-

gion.
Signed, paTRICK ALLISON, Mod’r.”
By the removal of this worthy minister of Christ, he
was placed in a more elevated and conspicuous station
in the church, and a wider field of usefulness was open-
ed to him. How faithfully, piously, and acceptably,
he filled this station, and occupied this field, is witness-
ed by very many witnesses ; particularly by the high-
ly respectable testimonial, inserted at the close of the
preface to this work, and by the tears of deep felt sor-
row shed at his sudden decease, not only by his affection-
ate and beloved flock; but by thousands of others in



BIGGRAPHICAL SXETCH. 19

different parts of our country, who had either shared

in the pleasure and benefit of his acquaintance and cor--
respondénce, been partakers of his liberal and affec-

tionate hospitality, or enjoyed the fruits of his hearty

and widely extended benevolence. The heart of no

one, it is believed, was ever more uniformly and ardent-

ly set on doing good, than that of Dr. Keith. He was

willing to spend and be spent in the service of God, and

of his fellow.men. In afflictions, by repeated bereave-

ment of friends whom he loved as his own soul, and under |
trials of a very different nature, and still more wound-
ing and perplexing to his pious heart, he exhibited a
#pirit of meekness, patience, and forbearance, highly
becoming the christian character, and which plainly in-
dicated that he had taken Him for his pattern, ¢ who
when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suf-
fered, he threatened not ; but committed himself (o him
that judgeth righteously.”

In the establishment and subsequent measures of sev-
eral benevolent, pious, and charitable Institutions, par-
ticularly a ¢ Society for promoting the  interests of re-
ligion,”” ip 1802, and the ¢ Charleston Bible Society,” in
1810, Dr. Keith contributed liberally, both of his prop-
erty and influence. He was ready to every .good work §
and seemed never weary in well doing.

Dr. Keith’s Epistolary talents will be apparent ta
the readers of this volume. Letters to friends, written
as were those in this volume, utter, more than any other
writings, the feelings of the heart. These letters ex-
hibit the writer, in the various characters of husband,
brother, friend, comforter, and patriot, to peculiar ad-
vantage. Dr. Keith maintained, during his public life, the
latter part of it especially, an extensive and voluminous
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correspondence. His frequent visits to the Northern
States for the benefit of his health, made him acquainted
with'a large portion of ais ministerial brethren, besides’
maay of the most respectable of the laity ; and in con-’
sequerlce, the invalids of the North, when visiting the
South, in quest of health, were, in great numbers, intro-
duced to him, and received from him ever those kind at-
teptions and christian consolations, which secured their
affectionate esteem and grateful remembrance. Many
of the most respectable people in the United States,
and the most distinguished christians, were numbered
‘among his friends.

De. Keith was the affectionate and provident hus-
baund, in succession, of three wives. The first, to whom.
be was married shortly after his removal to Charleston,
was Miss Hannah Sproat, daughter of the pious and:
venerable Dr. Sproat, then senior pastor of Arch-Street
church, in Philadelphia. She was, by her fervent pie-
ty and prayers, traly a helper and comforter of her
husband, in his wministerial work and trials. This bless-
ing, which he highly appreciated, he was permitted to
enjoy but afew years. On the 15th of Sept. 1796, she
departed this life in a triumphant faith, and in that
christian hope, that is full of immertality.

His second wife, to whom he was married on the third
of April, 1798, was Miss Catharine Legare, daughter of
Thomas Legare, Esq. of Charleston, a lady held in high
estimation for her various accomplishments, her piety
andworth of character. Inaletter to his brother,of May
1798, speaking of the event of Lis marriage, and of his
wife, he says, ‘“ She is a very worthy branch, of a very
worthy and respectable family, that has been eminent-
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ly distinguished by the grace of God. Her great
grandiather was driven by the violent hand of persecu-
tion, from France, during the reign of Louis the four-
teenth. Her father, for a long course of years, has
been ranked among the first here in christian knowl-
edge and experience.”” With this beloved companion,
he lived litile more than five years. After suffering
under a lingering and a slowly wasting disease, on the
15th of May, 1803, she finished her earthly course,
enjoying in ber last moments, ¢ a eolid, settied peace
in believing ; and in the morning of the Lord’s day, en-
tered upon her eternal sabbath, among the spirits of
the just made perfect in the kingdom of their Redeem-
er.”” His last wife, was Miss Jane Huxham, a native
of Exeter in England, who sarvives him as his widow ;
" of whom, of course, delicacy forbids that we should
say more, than that she deserved and shared largely
in the affections of her hu'sbana, while he lived, and
also, and still, in the esteem and cordial affections of
his numerous and respectable friends.

Though Dr. Keith died without issue, he fulfilled
the duties of a kind and liberal parent to several adopt-
ed children. On this subject, in a letter to a friend,
of June 20th, 1808, ia which he gives a particular ac-
count of his father’s family, he says, < My brother
John, like myself, has no children. May we Lave an
interest in the new, sure, well ordered, and everlasting
eovenant of grace, and a namne in the church and fami-
ly of God, which will be better than any number, even
of the most worthy and amiable of sons and daughters.”

The excellent funeral discourse of the Rev. Dr.
Flinn, which follows this sketch, in which the charac-
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ter of this worthy and good man is eloquently and justly
portrayed, renders it unnecessary here to add more on
this topic. The following well written, and just notice
of his death and character, which appeared at the time
in the public papers, deserves, however, to be here pre-
served.

¢ Departed this life, on the 14th of December, 1813,
the Rev. Isaae StockroNn KEITH, in the 59th year
~ of his age. For upwards of 25 years he officiated as
one of the pastors of the Independent church of this
city ; in which station he zealously promoted the
cause of religion, and successfully promulgated the
doctrine contained in Holy Writ, to the honor of that
religion and himself, and the promotion of the eternal
welfare and happiness of those, who were so favoured
as to sit under his ministry. In manners he was mild,
gentle and conciliating ; in his disposition, charitable,
humane and hospitable ; his hands, his house, his
heart, were ever open to suffering bumanity ; to be
known in distress, in want, and worthy of relief, was asuf-
cient passport to his protection and assistance. 'While
his mind was in a state of activity, which was till within a
few hours of his dissolution, his lips were ever employ- _
ed in the service, and for the promotion of the best
happiness of mankind. In life, he was useful in an em-
inent degree ; in death, he may be still 8o, if we but
contemplate his virtues, and endeavour to imitate his
goodness, and obey those precepts, which he recom-
mended, and constantly enforced by his practice.”






MONDAY, JANUARY, 16, 1814.
L

At a stated meeting of the Managers of the Bible Society of Charles-
ton, at the house of GEN. G C. PINKNEY, President.

RESOLVED, that the thanks of this Board be presented to the Revere
end Dr. Flinn,Yor his eloquent and appropriate Discourse, preached on
the occasion of the death of the late Rev. Dr. Keith, one of the Vice-
Presidents of the Bible Society ; and also that the Rev Dr. Fliun, be
requested to cause the same to be published.

(Extract from the Minutes)
T. FORD, Recording Secretary.
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A FUNERAL DISCOURSE

COMMEMORATIVE OF
THE REV. ISAAC S. KEITH, D.D.

PSALM XII. 1.

M ELP, LORD, FOR THE GODLY MAN CEASETH; FOR THE FAITH-

FUL FAIL FROM AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN-
.

. Tue mysterious dispensation of heaven, which has
summoned us, this day, to the house of God, is of the
most afflicting nature. It has shed a gloom upon the
whole community : it has hung our. temples with the
emblems of mourning ; has covered with sables, an
extensive congregation, and filled with sorrow a thou-
sand hearts. The stroke which has prostrated a state-
1y pillar in the Lord’s house, has awakened the sensi-
bilities of our city. A great man has fallen in the Is-
rael of God ! An ambassador of Jesus Christ has been
called home from among us ! One of the Lord’s min-
isters is dead ! Our friend and brother is no more !
No, ¢ it is no illusion 3"’ ¢ the urn which bore’ his
ashes before us ; the streams of anguish which follow-
ed ; the sombre aspect of this bereaved temple ; the
¢ sad and sorrowful weeds’ which cover this assembly ;
the tear of affliction, which has not yet ceased to flow,
with united voice, though in mournful accents, which
melt the soul, declare the painful truth, that our KeiTn
has gone down to the land of silence! Evidences of

the mournful event, and of the universal feeling which
4
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it has excited, every where present themselves.” The
tear which stole down the cheek of the venerable man
of God, on that day when this bereaving stroke of heav-

“en left him alone, to bear the pressure of this great

people, spoke the sorrows of his heart. Here a very
aged and venerable minister of grace, though belonging
to another branch of the church, with a liberality that
does him honor, exclaims, “ I am near seventy years
old, and I never knew a more excellent minister of Je-
sus Christ, of any denomination :* {there, the states.
man,. and the Soldier, with a saddened countenance,
testifies of him, ¢ he was a good man, he deserved
every mark of respecf which can be showed to his mem-
ory.” Here, I behold another venerable minister of
Christ, stooping beneath the pressure of years; stand-
ing on the margin of the tomb, which has received the
ashes of our departed brother, while the tear of affec-
tion rolls down his cheek, exclaiming, ¢ long will the
name of this great and good man be had in remembrance!”
There weeps the humble African, who had been wont
to sit at the feet of this excellent servant of Jesus
Christ, to receive instruction, crying, “ My shepherd
is gone, my father is dead.”” Here, a whole congre-
gation of the Liord’s people, dumb with grief, and over-
whelmed with sorrow, gathers round the altar where he
used to minister, while their tears, and their sobs,
speak the anguish of their souls. Yonder, disconsolate,
and sorrowful, in the chamber of death, sits an afflicted’
widow, while she tells of the virtues of him, who ¢ was
a good hushand ; a true friend, and a faithful guide.”
‘What impressive evidences, these, of the. universal
affliction, which this bereavement has occasioned ! How
honorable to the living! How just to the dead !
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Amidst this general mourning, of which all are par-
takers, the Bible Society of Charleston, formed for the '
purpose’ of giving a more extensive diffusion to the
word of life, and of shedding upon the cheerless man-
sion of poverty, the light of salvation ; of which Socie-
ty, the deceased was an active, zealous, and highly re-
spected officer, cannot remain indifferent. Feeling its
full proportion of sorrow, and ¢ bearing its badges of
wo,” it présents itself before these altars to day, trem-
bling under this awful stroke of the Almighty. In hav-
ing commanded me to sp’eak‘of departed worth, it bas
enly made me the humble organ of giving expression to
the anguish, which it feels, on this melanchely occasion.
I approach the task assigned me with diffidence.
Standing in the place where this minister of God has so
often stood ; in presence of a bereaved and afflicted

people, 1 feelable to do little more than lift up my voice,
and weep. On such an occasion, and under such cir-

cumstances, the pathetic exclamation of the ancient
church, which haq' been pronounced in your hearing,
seems natural and proper. ¢ Help, Lord, for the
godly man ceaseth ; for the faithful fail from among
the children of men !’ In these words the Psalmist
describes a character, and assumes a principle. The
two leading features in the character described, are.
godliness and faithfulness. The principle assumed
seems to be this : that the removal by death, of men
eminent for their piety and usefulness, is to the living a
sore calamity. ,

In preparing the subject for an application suited to
the afflicting circumstances, under which‘wé are now
assembled, I will follow this natural order of the text,
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I. I will endeavour to present you with a just view
of the character described, by iHustrating the two prom-
inent features of it, which are speciﬁed in thé text;
godliness and faithfulness.

IL. I will establish the principle which the text as-
sumes, viz. that the removal, by death, of men emingnt
for piety and usefulness, is, to the living, a sore calami-
ty. Thisis the plan of our discourse. And now, may
that Jesus, who sits as King upon the holy hill of Zion 3
who covers, with a cloud, the face of his throne ; who
has sorely afflicted us, and has given us ¢ the wine of
astonishment to drink,” be with us on this occasion !
May the light of his countenance gild the glooms, which
have settled upon this assembly.

I. I am then, in the first place, to present you with
a just view of the character here described, by illus-

trating the two prominent features of it, which are spec-
" ified in the text ; godliness and faithfulness.

These expressive terms bave reference to, and em-~
brace the duties enjoined, both by the first and second
tables of the law. Godliness is a relative term, and is
" most extensive in its signification. It refers to God,
and consists in being like him ; in having the true fear
of God in the heart, leading to purity and fervor in his
worship.

It is, perhaps, impossible, asa celebrated divine just-
ly observes, to bring within the scope of what is called
a definition, an adequate idea of the term godliness.
It is evident, from a declaration of St.Paul to Timo-
thy, that it embraces the whole of practical religion :
« godliness,” says he, “ is profitable to all things, hav-
ing the promise of the life that now is, and of that which

.
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is to come.”” Saurin reduces it to these four ideas,
“ knowledge in the mind, by which itis distinguished
from the visions of the superstitious ; rectitude in the
conscience, by which it is distinguished from hypocri-
ey ; self-denial in the life, by which it is distinguished
from the unmeaning obedience of him who goes' as a
bhappy con«titution leads him ; and lastly, zeal in the
heart, by which it is distinguished from the languishing
emotions of the lukewarm.”

If godliness consists in a conformity with the image,
and obedience to the laws of God, which will not be
questioned, it necessarily implies a saving knowledge
of the divine character ; a correct knowledge of his
laws, and a hearty approbation of his statutes. No
man can rationally conform to rules, of which he knows
pothing ; nor can he yield an acceptable obedience to
laws, with which he is not acquainted, or which he does
not approve. His obedience, in this case, even could
it be made to meet the lelter of the law, would be essen-
tially deficient in principle ; for God acknewledges no
obedience, which does not flow from a principle of love.
Now,since the sacred oracles are the great repository
of divine truth, and are stampt with divine authority ;
since the image of God is there delineated ; hislaws and
statutes there recorded, it follows, that godliness sup-
poses a knowledge of the Holy Volume, together with
a conformity of heart and life, to the doctrines, and
preéepts' therein contained. It is thus that the godly
man, deducing the rules of his duty, and the maxims of
his life, from the fountain of truth, and the stores of di-
vine knowledge, differs from the child of superstition;
whose rules are visionary, and whose maxims are the
fictions of a bewildered mind.
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Sincerity of soul is another essential property of true
~ godliness. The godly man, is a man of simplicity.
To purify his heart from guile, is the great business of
his life. No hypocritical professions of affection,
which he never felt, or obedience, which he never
yieldéed, are permitted to enter into his character. In
simplicity of heart, and sincerity of soul, as in every
other virtue, be feels bound to resemble God, who is
infinitely sincere in all the professions which he makes,
of affection for his creatures. The copstant endeavour
of the pious manis to act in such a way, as will enable him
to carry his appeal, with Peter, to the omniscience of
Jesus, ¢ Lord, thou knowest all things, thou knowest
that I love thee.” Afraid lest hypocrisy should lurk
in his bosom, he sends up his cries to Him, who trieth
the reins, “ Search me, O God ! and know my heart :
try me, and know my thoughts, and see if there be any
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”
A third property of true godliness, is self-denial in
the life ; a steady opposition of soul to every evil pro-
pensity. The question with the pious manis not, what
will be most agreeable to the current of the carnal
heart? What will be most conducive to my worldly
interest, or temporal honor ? But what will be most
pleasing to God, most agreeable to the revelation of his
will, or most conducive to the honor of his name ? Liv-
ing ¢ the life which he lives in the flesh, by the faith
of the Son of God 5 pressing * towards the mark, for
the prize of the high calling of God, in Christ Jesus
“urging his passage on, in pursuit of ¢ a better country,”
with < holiness to: the Lord” as his motto, written upon
the palm of his right hand, he . willingly ¢ denies
all ungodliness, and every worldly lust, and lives sa-



'A FUNERAL DISCOURSE. 31

berly, righteously, and godly in this present evil world.”
Finally, supreme love to God, and ‘zeal for the honor of
Ewmanuel, burning in his heart, imparting light, life,
and vigor to all his other virtues, erown the character
of the godly man.’

Born from above, created anew in Christ Jesus 5
baving the principles of holiness implanted in his heart,
and the features of the divine image retraced upbn his
soul ; his mind stored with heavenly knowledge ; warm-
ed, and animated with sincere love to God, the pious
man is found faithful in the discharge of his duty to men.
This faithfulness displays itselfin a proper attention
to the rights, and to the wants of men. The rights of
men, for I here use the word in its proper sense, are
such as are founded upon the relations in which they
are placed, as creatures of God, or as members of do-
mestic, social, civil, or religious society, The nants
of men, which the faithful servant of Jesus Christ re-
gards, equally with their perfect rights, are such as are
occasioned by the scanty possession, or painful be-
reavement, of the blessings of Providence, by the pains,
. and sicknesses, the agonies, ‘sorrows and ills, < that
flesh is heir to.”” To all the various classes, of which
the great human family is composed, the servant of
God feels that he sustains a particular, and important
relation. The nature of this relation points him to his
-duty, in the conscientious discharge of which, his fidel-
ity consists. The cardinal virtues of justice, charity
and {ruth, shed their lustre round his character. Up-
on his heart is engraved the rule of life, which his Sav-
iour has given ; ¢ Whatsoever ye would that men should
do to you, do ye even the same to them.” Influenced
by this, he is just to the property, and to the feelings
of.others. He is the faithful guardian of his neigh-



32 A FUNERAL DISCOURSE.

bour’s good name. He takes not up an ill report, nor
does he give countenance to the base assassin of char-
acter. He is the faithful husband, the tender parent,
the humane master, if God have placed him in those
relations ; the benevolent and obliging neighbour ; the
honest and useful citizen. United to the great original
of goodness and love, by the holy dispositions he has
received from on high; his heart warthed and expanded
by the benign principles of love to God,.he embraces,
as his brethren, the whole human race. In him the
stranger finds a friend ; the widow, a husband ; and
the orphan, a father. He wipes the tear from the
cheek of misery ; sheds light, and joy through the
mansion of poverty, and lights up a smile on the bed of
pain. Having known, by experience, the truth and
importance of the things of God, he is faithful to the
eternal interests of men. While he relieves the tem-
poral wants of the sinner, he administers also to the
maladies of his soul. Now he remonstrates with the
wicked man, while he tells him of the terrors of the
Lord ; and now he holds up the trembling penitent,
while he tells him of the love of Jesus, and by pointing
him to the blood of the covenant, assuages the sorrows
of his bleeding heart. Having himself beheld, in the
lively oracles, the light of salvation, and experienced
the virtue of the streams which flowed from the cross,
be anxiously endeavours to send this revelation from
God, to those who are perishing ¢ for lack of vision.”
This is the character described in the text ; devotad to
God, and faithful to man ; bearing the glory of Jesus,
and reflecting, in some degree, the lustre of the moral
‘attributes of God. This is the man who sheds light,
and diffuses blessings, upon all around him. While ad-
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mitted to nearness and communion with God, he is an
honor and a blessing to the land in which he lives.
That the removal of such characters, by the stroke of
death, is, both to the church, and to the world, a sore
calamity, is a proposition evidently founded on the
text. This brings us to the second general division of
our subject, which requires us,

IL. To establish the principle, assumed by the Psalm-
ist, that the removal, by death, of men eminent for
their piety and usefulness, -is, to the living, a sore ca-
lamity, ¢ Help, Lord, for the godly man ceaseth; for
the faithful fail from among the children of men.”

That the removal from our world, of such excellent
characters is a sore calamity, will appear evident if we
reflect, for a moment, upon the vast chasm which their
death has occasioned in society. Men of such distin-
guished virtues fill up a large space. They are stars
of superior magpitude. The lustre which they shed
around them enlightens, cheers, and animates extensive
regions. Under their benign influence, in a restricted
sense, the deserts rejoice, and the solitary places are
glad. But when stricken from' their orbs, in an evil
hour, by the resistless haud of death, what darkness en-
sues ! How cheerless appear those regions, which be-
fore were flourishing as the gardenof God! But a lit-
tle while ago, benignant bedms were seen to glitter on
the glooms, which had setiled in the chamber of afflic-
tion and death ; but these beams are seen no more !
A light was discovered in the mansion of sorrow, where
« Poverty kept the door;” but this light has gone ont !
- «The wintry blast, howls through the habitation,”’
while deeper gloomh, unpierced by a single ray, have

thickened upon the deserted sufferer ! Of what im-
;5 .
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mense importance to the comfort and well being of so-
ciety, is the life of godly and faithful men! They are
blessings to the world ; but the extent of the blessing
is seldom known till they are dead. How many are
looking up to them for counsel, in the hour of perplexi-
ity ; for consolation, in the day of adversity ; for suc-
cour, in time of distress ; for their prayers, in the tem-
pestuous night of divine visitation!! But now, that
they are gone, how many faces must gather paleness !
how many hearts burst with anguish! how. many
chords are snapt asunder ! what breaches are made in
the happiness of all !

2. The removal, by death, of men eminent for piety
and usefulness, is, to the living, a sore calamity, be-
cause the sum of virtue, with all the blessings which
flow from that fruitful source, is thereby diminished.
The real bappiness of society will always bear a just
proportion to the solid virtue which is found in it ; and
on the other hand, in the same 'pmportion that vice tri-
umphs, will the happiness, and glory of a people lan-
guish, Vice will always be kept down in proportion
to the weight of virtue opposed to it. Whatever,
therefore, diminjshes the sum of virtue, gives a pro-
portional spring to vice, with all the miseries which
flow from it. In' this sense it may be said that the
death of every good man, however obscure,.is a-calam-
ity to the living, because the sum of virtue, and con-
sequently the sum of happihess, is thereby diminished.
Bat when men of pre-eminent virtue and piety are
taken away, Low great is the deduction! how exten-
sive he.calamity ! '

3. The removal of men eminent for their piety and
usefulness, is a sore affliction, because of the foo prob-
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able evidence, which it furnishes, of the divine displeas-
ure ; of the Lord’s controversy with a siaful land ; of
the kindlings of his wrath, and of impending judgment.
In this light does the prophet Isaiah seem to have viewed
the removal of the righteous, in his day. ¢ The right-
eous perisheth, says he, and no man layeth it to heart;
and merciful men are taken away, none considering that
the righteous is taken away from the evil to come.”
It was well said, in allusion to this declaration of the
prophet, by a holy man, now with God; ¢ Doves fly
‘home to their windows at the coming storm.”” ¢ When
ambassadors are called home, it becomes the nation
where they were, to reflect whether a rupture is not
. likely toensue.”” Not for the purposes of their own
salvation merely, are the godly and the faithful contin-
ued on earth. By their instrumentality does God call
a guilty nation to repentance. By them does he warn,
admonish, and intreat. By them does he negotiate the
treaty of peace, with these revolted colonies of his vast
dominions. This is more especially applicable to those
who have been commissioned as heralds of salvation,
to a guilty world. To them has been committed the
ministry of reconciliation. They have been constitut-
ed ambassadors of the King of kings. They have been
authorized to state the conditions of pardon, and to of-
fer elernal life to the penitent. Clothed with divine
authority ; ¢ shod with the preparation of the gospel of
peace ;> ¢ having taken for an helmet the hope of sal-
vation ;” fired with zeal for the honor of their Prince,
they seize the standard of the cross; they wave the
banners of their king, streaming with the blood of the
covenant ; they ascend the watch tower, they leap up-
on the walls of Zion ; they cry in the streets of Jerur
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salem, « Ho every one that thirsteth, come ye to the.
waters,” ¢ Seek ye the Liord while he may be found ;
call ye upon -him while he is near.”” Panting for the
consolation of Israel, fearing lest the blood of souls be
found upon them, they  lift up their voice like a trum-
pet;” they ¢ cry aloud, and spare not ;»? < they shout,
they thunder, they shoot the arrows of the Almighty ;”
while ¢ with strong crying and tears,”” they beseech the
Lord to crown their labours. with success. Constrain-
ed by the love of Jesus, they melt into tenderness ;
they point the impenitent to the agonies of the garden,
and the streams of the cross. By all the arguments
which the mysteries of redewption furnish, they urge
sinners to “ be reconciled to God.”” Ah, these are
balcyon days! precious seasons ! The mountains
are dropping fatness, and the little hills are rejoicing !
Now the Lord may be found, and salvation secured.
Now he waits, with much long suffering, while these,
his servants, are going forward with their work. But
if these days of grace be neglected ; if these ministers
of mercy be disregarded ; if the articles of the treaty,
which they are sent to negotiate, be rejected, and fthe
insulted sovereign recall his ambassadors, does it not .
seem as if the breaking forth of judgment was near at
hand? Thus it was in the days of Noah. One hun-
dred and twenty years did God wait upon the antedi-
luvian sioners, while his ambassador was continued with
them ; but they refused to repent ; they spurned his
messenger, and despised his grace. He recalled his
ambassador, and  lifted the flood-gates of vengeance !”
Thus was it also in the days of Lot. The iniquities of
Sodom, and the cities of the plaip, had come to the full.
They had despised the Lord’s messenger, and misused
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his prophet. He is about to destroy them by the
most tremendous of his judgments; but not a cloud is
permitted to gather over Sodom ; no thunder is per-
mitted to mutter, nor baleful lightning to gleam, till
godly and faithful Lot is removed. Then the clouds
gather, the tempest thickens, the thunders roll, the
lightnings blaze, sulphureous torrents descend, and the
smoke of Sodom goes up as the smoke of a furnace!
Ah, my country ! if the gathering home of the Lord’s
people, and the recalling of his ambassadors, in thick
succession, are evidences of his controversy with thee,
and the kindlings of his wrath against thee, it is now
I tremble for thy destinies! How rapidly are these
doves of Jesus gathering home to their windows ! How
are the ways of Zion mourning, and the paths which
lead to Jerusalem becoming solitary ! This leads me to
remark in the

4th and last place, That the removal, by death, of
men, eminent for their piety and usefulness, is a sore
calamity, because the barriers, which prevent the tor-
rents of vengeance from sweeping a guilty land, have
‘thereby been weakened. Ah! what a barrier do the
prayers of the righteous present to avert the floods of
impending wrath! ¢« The elfectual fervent prayer of
the righteous man availeth much.”” Upon the prayers
of his faithful ones, the Lord has placed the highest es-
timate. It was in a desperate case, that admitted of no
remedy, that God pronounced the tremendous declar-
ation, « Though Moses and Samuel stood before me,
yet my mind could not be towards this people ; cast
them out of my sight, and let them go.””” The declar-
ation itself, implies the almost omnipotence of prayer.
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“ Liet me alone,” says God to an exalted favourite,
wrestling with him for an idolatrous people, * let me
alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, and
that I may consume them.”” How s{rong is this lan-
guage! Eventhe arm of incensed Omnipotence, which
wields the vengeful thunder, seems to be held in ar-
rest !! The man of prayer prevails, and Israel issaved!
¢ Therefore, says the Psalmist, he said he would de-
stroy them, had not Moses, his chosen, stood before
him ia the breach, to turn away his wrath.”” What a
shield do the prayers of the upright spread before a
people, trembling at the approach of divine vengeance !
¢t Let the earth be removed ; let the mountains be car-
réed into the midst of the sea ; let the waters thereof
roar, and be troubled, and the mountains shake with
the swellings thereof ;** let nation rise against nation,
and kingdom dash against kingdom ; let the storm gath-
er, and the tempest thicken ; so longas I see Moses
on his knees, wrestling in prayer, with Aaron and Hur
supporting his arms; while I hear him cry, « Spare
thy people, O Lord, and give not thine heritage (o re-
proach ;’ so long as I see Abraham on his face, urging
his suit, that the righteous perish not with the wicked ;
s0 long as I hear Daniel, clothed with sackcloth, and
covered with ashes, crying, ¢ Let thine anger and thy
fury be turned away from thy city Jerusalem, and thy
holy Mountain,”” I will not be afraid. But, ah! when
I see Moses ascending the heights of Nebo ; when
I see Abraham gathered to his fathers, and Daniel re-
moved to the land of silence, * my flesh shivers,” and
my heart faints with me. When, from the watch tow-
er, I behold the Almighty, ¢ rising, to shake terribly
the earth ;” when I hear him ¢ uttering his voice in
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the Heavens,” and commanding * scourge to follow
scourge, and vengeance to press on vengeance,” my
soul meditates terror; I am ready to exclaim, in an
agony of grief, who shall now stand up for us, and plead
for the arrest of the destroying angel !

My brethren, the age in which we live, is an age
darkened with the judgments of God. ¢ A noise has
come up to the ends of the earth: the Lord has a
controversy with the nations, and is pleading with all
flesh.”” He is deepening our afflictions, and increasing
our alarms, by gathering home his people, and recall-
ing his ambassadors. Of this melancholy truth, the
funeral solemnities of this day furnish us with painful
evidence. They tell us that a lamp has gone out in
the sanctuary of God ; that ¢ a burning and shining
light”® has been extinguished in Israel ; that a watch-
man has descended from the walls of Zion,'to return
no more for ever. Embosomed, as we are, in the dark-
ness which has succeeded, and saddened by the long
desolations which are spread around us, let us now
approach the solitary mansion where, silent, and cold,
lies the man of God, whose sudden departure from us -
has awakened our sympathies, and filled our hearts with
sorrow. Let us cheer the glooms, as we pass to his
tomb, by singing this song, ¢ Blessed are the dead
who die in the Lord ; yea, saith the Spirit, they rest
from their labours, and their works do follow them.”
Ah, me! itis now I feel my entire inadequacy to the
task, which you have devolved upon me. You have
commanded me to lead you to that tomb ; to lift the
mantle of death ; to pluck from the grave its covering,
and to hold wp before you this venerable servant of
Jesus Christ, in the intrinsic vexc‘e.llence of his charac-
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ter ; but this would require powers equal to his own.
In attempting to discharge this interesting duty, ¢ too
imposing to be declined,” I shall endeavour cautiously
to avoid, on the one band, that fulsome adulation into
which funeral eulogies are too apt to degenerate ; and,
on the other, that blind partiality, to which strong af-
fection naturally leans. Standing, as I do, before ¢ the
remains of departed greatness,”” and in view of the
judgment seat of Christ, I shall hold myself bound to
‘speak the truth, so far as I know, or believe. And,
indeed, why should 1 do otherwise ? The character
of my departed brother, needs no laboured effort of mine
to preserve it ; it is. embalmed in the affections of a
thousand hearts !- His immortal part is not suscepti-
ble of flattery ; it is before the throne, joining in praises
of another order. :
“With the parentage, and early character of the
Rev. Dr. Isaac Stockton Keith, I have not been able
'to make myself sufficiently acquainted, to do justice
to this part of the subject before me ; nor is it very im-
" portant that I should. It matters bl}t little from whom
he was descended, or what favoured spot of country
zave him birth. In geoeral, I have learned, thaf he
sprung from reputable parents, in the county of Bucks,
in the State of Pennsylvania; and, that while in the
pursuits of science, in the College of New Jersey, he
was assailed by the terrors of the Lord, and brought to
the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. Baut it was not
until after his Lord, baving counted him faithful, had
put him into the wministry, that he was introduced toour
personal knowledge. With his ¢ manner of coming in,
and going out’’ among us, we have been long acquaint-
ed. Asa man, as a christian, and as a minister of the



A FUNERAL DISCOURSE. 41

Lord Jesus, he has been known to us all ; and we also
know, that in each of these characters, he was deserv-
edly revered, respected, and eloved ; that he reflected
honor upon his generafion, adorned the doctrines of
christianity, and was an ornament to the gospel minis-
try. Asa man, formed for society, Dr, Keith was cal- -
culated both to receive and impart happiness in the so-
cial circle. In him shone that bright assemblage of
. dispositions and virtues, which never fail to constitnte
the agreeable and useful companion. Venerable and
grave in his aspect, bis presence forbade the rude ap-
_proach of impertinence. To a stranger, his first ap-
pearance seemed rather distant and austere : bat, upon
a nearer approach,. that siranger soon discovered his
mistake ; he soon found, that, though in the pres-
ence of dignity, it was dignity, softened and embellish-
ed with every benign and generous affection. Affable,
but not assuming ; cheerful, but not trifling; never
descending from the dignity of the man, while his inno-
eent anecdote lighted up a smile on every countenance
around -him ; his company was sought and loved by his
friends, Naturally warm and generous in his feelings,
he loved his friend with an ardent affection. Had he
a weakness? Perhaps it sometimes appeared here.
Loving his friend with uncommon ardor, and placing
upon the affection of that friend, in ‘return, the highest
estimate, he was sensibly alive to every suspicion of
change in that affection. Perhaps this ardor of feeling
might, sometimes, have led him to mistake appearance
for reality. If yon call this a weakness, it is one of
those weaknesses which it is difficult to censure. On
all the relations of life, in which he was placed, asa

man and a citizen, he reflected honor. -An affectionate
6

'
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upon his mind a deep sense of the dread responsibility.
of his office, feeling that souls were committed to his
charge ; and that for these he was bound to watch, as
one who must give an account, he made it his earnest
study, and constant endeavour, so to divide the word
of life, as to give to each one * a portion in due season.”’
Rightly discriminating between: the saint and - the sin-
ner ; between the nominal christian, and the real be-
liever, he shaped his instructions, admeénitions, and
warnings accordingly. Of his sermons, Jesus was the -
center and the sum. They were distinguished for
their manly sense, simplicity of style, evangelical piety,
and searching truth. Knowing that the great design

of the gospel ministry is to bring sinners home to God,

he was more solicitous to reach the conscience and to

mend the heart, than to please the fancy, or to tickle
the ear. He deemed that sermon worth nothing, which

had not in it something of Christ. His theological
opinions were, in the strictest sensé of the word, ortho--
dox.. He stated, and defended the doctrines of grace,

the doctrines of the reformation, He taught the en-

tire depravity of the human-heart ; the absolute neces-

sity. of being born from above ; the pecessity of divine

influences te change the heart, and to sanctify the soul;

the natare, and necessity of repentance and faith, holi-

ness and love, influencing the heart to the production
of good works, in the life. :

The divinity of the Lord Jesus,” and atonement
through his blood, were, in his system, doctrines of pri-
mary importance. On these he rested his eternal
hopes.. In his public ministry, Dr. Keith was particu-
larly distinguished, not only for the purity of his doc-
trines, but for the fervor of his prayers, and his marked
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attention to the dispensations of Previdence. In these
be has, perhaps, been.seldom surpassed in any age of
the church. How often bas he wrestled, like Jacob,
on this very spof ! The pestilence, the fire, the earth-
quake, ar the storm, were never suffered to escape his
public notice. But. why dwell upon the subject of his
pastoral office, in presence of bis bereaved and aflicted
congregation, whose hearts are still bleeding, whose
tears are still flowing, and who are sorrowing, most of
‘all, because of the decree that is gone forth that ¢ they
shall see bis face no more 7’ How he fed you, with the
bread of life ; how. he comforted you in the hour of af-
fliction ; how be wiped your tears, in the day of your
anguish ; how ““he prayed by your beds of pain ;*
how affectionately he loved you, and how honestly he
warned you, is known to you now, and shall be known
to the universe, in that day, which shall disclose the
Son of Man in the clouds of heaven! Then shall you
again meet your pastor! Those who shall have saving-
ly profited by his ministry, shall hail, with-loud accla-
mations, the man who was “overthem in the Lord ;*
- who fed them 'in this house, and pointed them to the
Saviour. But those' who shall then be found to "have
rejected his ministry ;- but I forbear ! The subject is.
too awful! Your loss, my brethren, is great, and sen-
sibly you feel it ; but you have yet much for which to
be thankful. Behold the venerable man who is still
with you ! - He will cemfort you in this time of your
trouble ; and you in return will comfort him. - See him
trembling beneath the pressure of this great people !
He is left alone, solitary and disconsolate ! You will :
hold up his arms, as Aaron and Hur did those of Moses:
But in this assembly 1 see a group of mourners,
whose tears tell. me that they too are filled with sorrow.
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Ask them why they weep, and they point me to the
seat which the man of God filled among them, now left
vacant. ‘To-these my disconsolate brethren, I mustbe
permitted to turn for a moment.

MR. PRESIDENT, AND
GENTLEMEN OF THE CHARLESTON BIBLE SOCIETY,
. Ah, why have you already disarmed me! I see you
weep ! I know full well the cause of those tears ! Your
-ranks are thinned! Your number is diminished! One
of your much loved leaders has fallen ; and therefore
it isthat you lift up your voice, in this temple, and cry,
* help, Liord, for the godly man ceaseth.”” But let us
not be filled with over-much sarrow. Let ‘us wipe
away our tears, and gather round the ashes of our.de-
parted brother,and prove how much we loved him, by
‘. gathering up his maxims;” and follow’ing his bright
example. His greatest eulagy, as .a member of this
body, is found in the excellence, of the Institution it-
self. Perhaps it is not gaing too far to say, that no in-
stitution ever originated in human invention, that has
been so extensively useful .to the eternal interests of -
men, as the institution of Bible:Societies. Never have
the streams of salvation rolled on with such i‘apidil y, and
with such growing swell, as since the institution of the
British and Foreign Bible Society. This was the
fountain whence first issued those streams which, as
the river of God, are now . refreshing and fertilizing the
wilderness, and the dark places of the earth, stretching
almost to the remotest boundaries of the globe, where,
for ages, have been * the habitations of cruelty.”” Nev-
er have the missionary armies gone out with such tri-
umphaant banners, as since the commencement of that
society, and those which have grown out of it. All
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Christendom seems to have been put in motion. Ma-
ny are running “to and fro,”” and the knowledge of
the Lord is rapidly increasing, The light of Zion is
streaming in its glory, and the darkness of Paganism is
flying before it. The Indian, the Persian, and the
Arabian, with the inhabitant * of Burmah and China,”
are now enabled to read, each in his own language, the
worde of eternal life. Mount Caucasus, in the bosom
of Asia, has become luminous with the light of truth,
and is pouring the lustre of the gospel upon ¢ numer-
ous nations of the Tartar race.” ¢ The Malyan Isles,”
and those of the Pacific Ocean, bave become vocal
with sengs of redemption through the blood of the
Cross. ¢ The great Continent of Africa is now the
scene of translations and of missions.” 'The Continent
of North America, and that of the South, are sending
{o the nations the knowledge of the Saviour. ¢ Green-
land, Labrador, and Austral Asia, have received the
precious gift.” Jesus has taken to him his great pow-
er, and is building up Jerusalem in these troublous times,
These amazing operations, which are fixing the atten-
tion of Europe and the world ; and, in their results,
are pouring blessings immortal vpon the dark regions
of the earth, soon caught the inquisitive and attentive
ear of our departed brother. Having himself tasted
that ¢ the Lord is gracious,” he hailed, with rapture,
the introduction of the time, when ¢ all flesh shall see
the salvation of God.”” He longed to be engaged in so
good a cause ; and before the time had arrived which
gave birth to this Institution among us, he was engaged,
with others, in counsel, and pecuniary support to aid in
furthering the interests of missions, and translations in
the East. -
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When the time drew on which presented a favourable-
aspect towards the good work in this city, he was
among the foremost to embrace it. His arms, and his
house were opened. He gathered round him the min-
isters of the altar, who, in union with himself, drew
up the Constitution and Rules, which bind us together.
Of this Society, thus organized, he was chosen one of
the Vice-Presidents. This office he filled with digni-
ty, activity and zeal, until the evening of Tuesday, the
-14th ult. when he fell asleep ia Jesus! On Monday
the 13th, at the last monthly meeting of the Board of
Managers, he zealously advocated, and successfully
supported the measure proposed, the object of which
was to send the Scriptures, in their native language, to
the destitute French, in the state of Louisiana ; and in
thirty hours he was called to sit down with Abraham
on the Mount of God! In the silent mansion of the
tomb, his ¢ flesh rests in hope,” after having served
his generation fifty-eight years and eleven months.
And now farewell, thou man of God ! We will dry up
our tears, and return to our work, waiting with patlence
till our Lord shall come !

« Now unto him who is able to keep us from falling,
and to present us faultless before the presence of his
glory with exceeding joy : to the only wise God, our
Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power,
both now and ever. AMER.”



SERMON.*

Magk xvi. 15.

AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, GO YE INTO ALL THE WORLD;
AND PREACH THE GUOSPEL TO EVERY CREATURE.

“ G_on’, who at sundry times, and in divers manners,
spake in time past unto the fathers, by the prophets,”
was pleased, under the last dispensation of his grace,
to speak unto the world by his Son. To him, indeed,
before his appearance, all the prophets gave witness,
and were raised up by God, for this very purpose, to ~
foretel the coming of the Messiah, whom God had
promised from the earliest times ; and by preaching the
doctrine of repentance, gradually to prepare the world
to receive him as the infallible Teacher, and only Sa-
viour of men. Of him Moses spake, when he said to
the fathers, “ A prophet shall the Lord your God
raise up unto you, of your brethren, like unto me: him
shall ye hear in all things, whatsoever he shall say un-
to you.”” And the salvation which he was to bring to
the world, was, to those who prophesied of it, a sub-
ject of their own careful and delightful inquiry. For
of this salvation, as we are told by the aposile Peter,}
the prophets have inquired and searched diligently

® This sermon, now published for the first time, was preached by Dr.
Keith, Nov, 30, 1788, the Lord’s day after his inauguration, as one of the

‘co-pastors of the Congregational, or Independent Church, in Charleston,
South Carolina.

t1Ep.i. 10.
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who prophesied of the grace which should come usnte
you; “searching what, or what manner of time, the
Spirit of Christ, which was in them did signify, when
it testified beforehand, the sufferings of Christ, and
the glory that should follow.”” 8o that unto the people
of former ages, and under.the old dispensation, was the
gospel preached by the ministry of the prophets.

But the revelation of this blessed system of religion,
or dispensation of divine grace, which was made to
them, and by them communicated to the people, to
whom they were sent, was extremely defective and
obscure, compared with the fuller measure, and bright-
er glory, with which it was published by Christ him-
self, when in the fulness of time, he appeared in the
world as the Author and finisher of our faith, as well as
of the eternal redemption of all who obey him. Bless-
ed were the eyesof those who saw, and the ears of
those who heard with faith, this divine Instructor,
when, in the days of his personal ministry, he ¢ went
about all the cities and villages of Judea, teaching and

preaching the gospel of the kingdom of grace.” These . -

were the things which many prophets and righteous
men of earlier ages desired to see and hear, but did not
see and hear them.

Yet the divine plan of that salvation, of which he was
the Author, and which was revealed by him with so much
brighter evidence and glory, than the world had ever
before beheld, was still only begun to be spoken by
our Lord. His abode on earth was of short duration ;
and his public personal ministry, was soon terminated,
by the death to which, according to the divine councils,
ke was delivered up, and which formed an essential and
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principal part of the scheme of our redemption. And
having thus, in the appointed way, finished the work
which, was given him to do, he was then, as the due re-
ward of his services, received up.into Heaven, to sit at
the right hand of God the Father, whom he had so em-
inently glorified on earth, and to possess forever, the
glory which he bad enjoyed with the Father before the
world was.

But that the knowledge and the blessings of the re-
demption, thus accomplished, might be effectually dif-
fused among mankind, he was pleased, before his as-
cension to his glorified state, to institute the ordinance
of the gospel ministry, and to commit to chosen men,
the office of publishing fully and extensively to the
world, the great salvation, which began to be spokeh by
himself. This important commission, as it was first de-
livered to his chosen Apostles, (together with the im-
plied power of delegating to others, duly qualified, the
same great trust) we have recorded in the words be-
fore us.

¢ And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world
and preacb the gospel to every creature.”

Before this period, as our Saviour’s own ministry
had been chiefly confined to the land of Judea, so when
he had at any time sent forth his disciples to preach his
gospel, it was only to the lost sheep of the house of Is-
rael ; for they were forbidden to go into the way of the
Gentiles, or into any city of the Samaritans. But now,
the time being come, when he who was the glery of the
people of Israel, might also be made known with every
advantage, as a light to lighten the Gentiles ; they were
farnished with a new commission, or with powers vastly
enlarged beyond those which had been formerly given
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them. They were authorized to go info all the world,
to travel into all quarters of the habitable earth, and
preach the gospel of Christ o every crealure ; to the
Gentiles, as well as to the Jews, to every creature of
" the human human race capable of receiving it. - Ac-
cordingly we find, that in obedience te their Lord’s
command, they went forth and preached every where,
¢ the Lord working with them, and confirming the word
with signs following,”” Such were their diligerice and
success, in the execution of their office, that the vast
spread, and amazing progress of the gospel, published
by them, are represented by an angel flying through
the midst of heaven, and preaching the everlasting gos-
pel to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and peo-
ple. o . :

That the blessings of this divine religion, might
not only be' diffused far and wide among that genera-
tion, but be transmitted to all future generations of
men; the same commission, which was originally giv-
.en to the Apostles, included in it the authority or pow-
er, which they accordingly exercised, of ordaining
others, to assist them in carrying on effectually the
greai and benevolent design of their own appointment :
and to them, and their regular and faithful successors,
was that special and most encouraging promise of our
Lord made, ¢ Lo, I am with you alway; even unto the
end of the world.” .

Hence it is at that you of this day, are favoured with
the privilege of hearing the gospel, and that to us, your
servants for Jesus sake, is committed the sacred office
of preaching it to all who will attend our ministrations.

But what is to be understood by preaching the gos-
pgt 2-This I shall endeavour to shew in a few instances ;
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and then suggest a reflection or two for the improve-
ment of the subject; and conclude the whole with a
short Address to you, suited to the occasion of my en-
tering upon the exercise of my ministry among you.
‘What is to be understood by preaching the gospel ?
- 1. That we carefully teach, and-inculcate the great
and important truths, the pure and distinguishing doc-
trines of the C€hristian religion. The gospel, in its
most usual and proper sense, signifies that eminent dis-
covery, which God has made of his mercy and grace,
through his Son Jesus Christ, -to fallen man. With
peculiar propriety, therefore, is it expressed in the
original language of the New Testament, by a word
which signifies Good News. Now by the doctrines of -
this dispensation of grace, we are taught to consider
mankind, as by pature, in a state of alienation from God ;
deeply depraved, averse to holiness, and prone to sin ;
and by sin exposed to innumerable afflictions in this
life, to the penalty of death, ard the miseries of an ever-
lasting hell : that in this situatien, God so pitied and
loved the human race, as to send his only begotten Son
into the world, in the character of a Saviour, that who-
soever should believe in him, might not perish, but’
have everlasting life : that in concurrence with this be-
nevolent design, the Son of God consented, and con-
descended to become man, by assuming our nature in-
to a personal unmion with his ewn divinity ; and after
yielding, in this assumed nature, a perfect -obedience
to the divine law, which man had broken, to be deliv-
ered up for us all, to the death of the cross, in order to
make atonement for the sinner’s guilt by his blood, or
“ to put away sinby the sacrifice of himself.” That
to become partakers of this salvation, we must believe

7
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in Christ, repent of our sins, and obey his laws. - That,
seeing we are not of ourselves able to comply with these
terms, the same Jesus, who once made his soul an offer-
ing for sin, is now exalfed, *a Prince and a Saviour,
to give repentance and remission of sins;”> and by his
Spirit, who is promised and sent down into the world,
to those who will receive him ; renews and sanctifies
the hearts of men, and forms them to the love of God
~and man, and to the practice of that universal holiness,
which becomes the gospel of Christ ; and that from the
throne of his glory, to which he is now exalted, as Head
over all things to his church, and on which he sits as
a Priest, interceding for his people, and dispensing the
gifts, the graces, and the blessings which he purchased
for them with his blood ; he shall] at the appointed time,
come again in the character of a Judge, « taking ven-
geance on those who obey nof the gospel,” but to be
glorified in his saints, and admired in all them that be-
lieve ; and to receive his faithful followers to the full
possession of the unspeakable glories, and joys of his
everlasting kingdom.

Such, I conceive, to be the substance of the gospel.
These are the blessed doctrines of grace, which distin-
guish and exalt Christianity above any system of reli-
gion, suggested by the light of nature, or framed by the
reason of man. In preaching the gospel, therefore, it
becomes us to remember, that these are the doctrines,
which as ministers of Christ, we are called to publish to
the world, even the doctrines which God has revealed
by his Son, and which teach us what Christ has done
for man, and how man must through him be saved.

It is this gospel that exhibits human nature, in conse-
quence of the fall of Adam, as lying low in ruins,deep-
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1y involved in guilt and wisery.: that illustriously dis-
plays the grace and the glory of our God and Sa-
viour, in the contrivance and accomplishment of our re-
demption, by Jesus Christ, who was once crucified for
the sins of men, but is now highly exalted, and crowned
with all the glory and honors becoming the Redeemer,
the Lord and the Judge of the world : that tealhes us
to seek the salvation of our souls, and acceptance with
God, only through faith in him, irasmuch as there is
no other name under heaven, given among men, where-
by any can be saved : that requires us to live soberly,
righteously, and godly in the world, as it becomes those
for whom be gave himself, that he might by his blood
redeem them from all iniquity, and by his Spirit purify
them unto himself, a peculiar people, zealous of good
works : that enforces the practice of every duty
and virtue, by the most solemn and interesting motives,
drawn from the authority, the loye, and mercy of our
Maker and Redeemer; from the awful terrors of his
law, and the alluring promises of his grace ; from the
regards which we owe to ourselves and our fellow-men,
in this world ; and from the hope of that beaven of incon-
ceivable happiness, which awaits the good, and the fear
of that hell of unspeakable misery, prepared for the
wicked, in the world to come.—It is this gospel, which
our Liord commanded to be preached to all the world,
and which, in the Apostles’ days, proved so mighty
through God, to the pulling down the strong holds of Sa-
tan in the hearts of men, and was instrumental of so
gloriously establishing and enlarging his kingdom in the
world. Itis this gospel, which in every succeeding age,
has begn prospered to the same desirable ends. 1Itis
this gospel, which must be still preached by all who
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minister in the name, and in- the church of Christ, as
they would desire and hope to see their minisfrations,
succeeded by his blessing in the promotion of those
great objects, which this divine religion is-so admlrably
fitted, and so speclally designed, to advance.

2. Inpreaching the gospel, it concerns us, with al
prudedce and fidelity, to divide aright the word of
truth, and give to the respective classes of our hearers,
their proper portion in due season. It is not sufficient
to preach the doctrines, the precepts, the promises,
and the threatenings of the gospel, in one general view,
as if these were all equally addressed to all men ; but

 that these may produce their proper, and full effect, it
is requisite to direct the application of them, more es-
pecially and pointedly -to the different characters and
conditions of our hearers, to which they are especially
adapted. In this way alone, can we reasonably prom-
ise ourselves much success in our attempts to convince,
or persuade, to minister reproof or consolation. - In
order to attain these objectsinany considerable degree,
we must consider carefully, and endeavour to distin-
guish wisely, a variety of different circumstances in the
conduct, and the situation of those whom we address,
and to accommadate ourselves to these, in such a man.
mer, as that every one’s conscience may perceive at
once where the discourse is pointed, and be led to apply
it accordingly, for instruction, correction, or comfort,
I cannot now take notice of any of the more particular
distinctions in the clmractefs and circumstances of men,
which eall for an attentive and skilful management of
our public and private addresses ; but I shall take
leave to observe, that there is one general and more
important distinction of characters, which we should
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-never lose sight of ourselves, and to which it becomes
us to keep the attention of our hearers, ever directed :
I mean the essential and vast differenve between a sin-
cere Christian, and an impenitent sinner ; betweenone
who is in a state of corrupt nature, unrenewed, and un-
sanctified ; and one whose heart is purified by faith in
Chuist, and whose life is adorned with the beauties and
the fruits of holiness ; between one who is only born
of the flesh, and is a child of wrath § and one who is bora
again of the Spirit, and is becomeé a child of God, a
member of Christ, and an heir of heaven, The nature,
the importance of this distinction of characters ; the ab.
solute necessity, the happy fruits and consequences of
this effectual change of the heart and the life ; the
miserable situation of those who have not experienced
it; the -certain condemnation under which they pow
abide; and the awful judgment and doem hereafter
awaiting them, if they fly not to the bope set before them
in the gospel ; these should be often inculcated, and fer-
vently impressed upon the conscience, as we would
hope, that the gospel may be made an instrament, in
the hand of God, to open the eyes of men, and turn
them from darkness to light, and- from the power of
Satan unte God; that they may receive forgiveness of
their sins, and an inheritance among them that are sanc-
tified by faith that is in Christ Jesus. :

Thus plainly laying before men the declarations of the
word of God, concerning their respective states and
characters, and rightly dividing to them the word of
truth,in which they are particularly and most deeply
interested, we shall approve oursctves faithful and wise
stewards in the household of Gud, or church of Christ;
and have ground to hope, that tae word thus faithfully

8
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and judiciously dispensed, will be accompanied withf
his efficacious blessing, and thereby rendered truly aud
eminently profitable to our hearers.

3. In preaching the gospel, it is required of us, that
we make the glory of God, in the salvation of men, the
great end to which our ministrations; and our aims-are
habitually directed. We must seek, not our own glo-
ry, but the glory of him who sent us ; we must labour
to promofe, rot our own temporal interests, but the

. eternal interests of those to whom we are sent. We
must remember that we are ambassadors for Christ, ap-
pointed to entreat and persuade you in Christ’s stead,
and as though God did beseech you by us, to be recon-
ciled to God. his is our proper business ; this is the
great and good end of the pastoral office which we hold ;
and he who loses sight of this, or proposes 1o himself
any end that is not subservient tu, or consistent with
this, whatever applause, or advantages he may ‘secure
o himself from his fellow-men, he cannot be styleda
true preacher of 'thie gospel, nor reeeive the final re-
ward of the good and faithful servamt of Christ.

4. In preaching the gospel, it must be the study and
endeavour of ns ministers, to recommend it to the esteem
and practice of others, by their own example.

" Bo importanf and powerful is the influence of exam-
ple, to enforce instruction on every subject of a prac-
tical nature, that it is considered as ‘a certain truth, es-
tablished by long observation and experience, and has
therefore become proverbial, that « example teaches
more than precept.” Incommon life, every one knows
how much more easily and speedily we learn to trans-
“act any business, by seeing it done, than by being mere-
Jy informed, though ever so particularly and fullg, how
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it ought to be done. The case is the same in matters
of religion. The most just and pleasing delineations of
the principles and daties of Christianity,. will usually be
found to have but a small and slow effect, in forming
persons to a correspondent practice, compared with the
living character of the Christian, exhibited in the tem-
per and conduct of thuse who profess the religion of
Christ; and especially of those who are called, and who
undertake to preach it to others. Those sublime vir-
tues and graces of Christianity, which, when properly
represented in description, cannot fail to appear to be
in themselves, truly excellent and desirable, are at the
same time too commonly considered as impracticable,
and unattainable to the generality of mankind. But
when they see them aetually exemplified by men like
‘themselves, and in the same condition with themselves,
they no longer despair of reaching the attainments,
which they see others have made before them ; and
their emulation, resolution, and endeavours, are awaken-
ed to go and do likewise, to imitate the patterp set be-
fore them. ) .

This was one reason why our -blessed Lord, the au-
thor and finisher of our faith, when he came into the
world to fulfil, among other offices of a Saviour, that of
a Teacher of the will of God, and the duty of man,
condescended to be made in the likeness of men, and to
become like to his brethren in all things, that in our
nature, he might present us with a visible and familiar
example of what we ought to be and to do ; so that to
comply with the doctrines which he taught, and the
laws which he prescribed, we might have only to follow
his steps, and to walk as he also walked.: For this
purpose, also, it pleased the only wise God, our. Sa.
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nature ; even the recovering of the race of men from

- the ruins of their fallen condition, to the blessings of

that life, which man originally enjoyed in the favour of
his Maker, and the conducting of many sons and daugh-
ters, who become the childven of God through faith in
Clirist, in the highway of holiness, to the glory of his
everlasting kingdom ; to that blessdd life and immortali-

' ty, which our Saviour has brought to light through his

gospel. - .

But in proportion to the important nature, and the
most benevolent design of the gospel ministry, are the la-
bours and the difficulties attending the faithful exeeu-

. tion of it. 'When those who are called to this service,

consider the necessity that is laid upon them to preach
the pure, and the whole gospel; and  no other doc-
trines, than those of the genuine gospel of Christ ; the
prudence and fidelity requivettof them, in dividing aright
the word of truth, and gising to each their portion in
due season, in order to warn the wicked, awaken the
secure, shake the false hope of the hypoerite, establish
the weak believer, and pour the oil of joy into the dis-
consolate hearts of mourners in Zion ;—the upright

~ motives by which they are to be, actuated, and the

great ends which they are ever to keep in view, not
the applause of men, or the gaip of the world, but the
glory of God, and the eternalinterests of mankind ;~—and
the bright example of piety, righteousness,and goodness,
and of every Chrisfian grace and virtue, by which they
are to adorn and recommend the religion which they
preach : when they consider the unspeakable worth of
the souls committed to their care, and the various oppo-
sitien with which they have to contend, in their attempts
to win them over to Cbrist and salvation, and to lead
them on in the ways of God, and their duty ; from the
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passions and prejudiees of men, from the charms, and
the terrors of the world, when it smiles or frowns upon
them, and from the temptations, and the arts of the
8pirit that worketh in the children of disobedience, and
still labours to seduce and pervert the faithful from the
course of their obedience ; and when- they take into
view the solemn, and particular account which they
must give at the last day, fo thegreat Head of the church,
even the Lord Jesus Christ;their Master and their
Judge of the ministry; and of the souls with which he
has entrusted them :—When they seriously and. at-
tentively weigh these things, well may they, from a
tonsciousness of their own weakness, and deficiencies,

and under an affecting sense of the arduous and inter-

esting nature of their work and charge, feel themselves
constrained to say, in the langnage of St. Paul,.« Who

is sufficient for these things ?”’—In themselves, ‘hey
-are, indeed, utterly insufficient for them: but this is

their encouragement, and it is fully equal to their ut-
most necessities and wishes, that their sufficiency is of
God, and that their Lord has. promised them his con-
stant’ presence and assistance, that through Him
strengthening them they can do all things which he re.
quires of them in his service ; and that when He who
is the chief Shepherd, shall appear, they shall receive
a crown of glory, which (adeth not away, and that shall
eminently exalt and distinguish those, who have turned
many to righteousness, or whose labours, to' that end,
Bave been uniformly employed with becoming zeal and
fidelity. Happy indeed, happy beyond expression, -
is the minister of Christ, ‘who obtains mercy .of the
Lord, to be faithful to bis eacred and important trust,
and through whose- instrumentality, many are added to
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that number which shall be saved; and to wham he
can address himself, in the animated langnage. of the
" Apostle, and say, — What is our- hope, or- joy, or
crown of rejoicing ? Are not even ye in the ptesence
of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming 7>
2. What has been said, may serve to instruct those
who are hearers of the woed, what sort of preaching
they are to expect of their ministers, and ought chiefly
to desire and value.  If the pure doctrines of the gos-
pel, in their simplicity, are to be the subjects of our
sermons, it follows that you should neither expect, nor
desire any other ; nor suppose that the want of these,
can ever be supplied by any philesophical speculations,
or flowers of human eloquence ; or, as the Apostle ex-
presses-it, withany ¢ enticing words of man’s wisdom.’
It is not the declaring of the testimony of God, with
* the excellency of speech, or of the wisdom of this
world ; but the preaching of Jesus.Christ, and him
crucified, in demoanstration of the Spirit, and of power,
that alone can prove effectual, through the blessing of
God, to save. your souls. And as you woi;ld, wish to
experience, in this way, the saving efficacy of such
doctrine, while you give us the pleaspre and encour-
agement of your attendance on our ministrations, and
of a candid hearing of the word dispensed by us, let
s be favoirred, at the same time, with the assistance
-'of your prayers ; that God would open unto us a deor
of utterance, to speak tbe mystery of Christ ; and that
-the preaching of Christ crucified, which has been to
the Jews a stumbling block, and:to the Greeks fool-
ishiiess, may ‘be- to: you the power of Geod, and the
wisdom ‘of - Gody for yeur salvation. And further,
let your fervent prayers he offered up to the Lord,
that his word may have free course, and be glorified,
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not only with you, but among all men; that the gos-
pel may be preached to every creature of the human
race, and that all who hear its joyful sound, may believe
its divine doctrines, and be saved.

You have heard something of .the nature of the gos-
pel; and of the manner in which it is to. be preached ;
and as the preaching of this gospel forms an eminent
part of the sacred service, in which I have been called,
and 4m now received, to be employéd a8 one of yout
ministers. 1shall take leave to cenclude this discourse;
with a short Address to you, suited to the occasion of
my entering upon the exercise of my ministry ameng
you. o

On an occasion so important, as that of my taking ups
on me my part in the pastoral charge of your souls, a
variety of interesting thoughts, will naturally arise in
the reflecting mind ; and much inore might be eusily
and pertinently said on the subjett, than I shall at
l")resent ’allempt. Without u few words, however, I
might appear to be scarcely just to myself, and should
certainly be wanting in the respect due to you.

The honor which I conceive was conferred upon me;
by the call which you were pleased to address fo me,
1 acknowledge with the sensibility of a very grateful
heart. The terms in-which it was dictated, I then con-
sidered, and some experience has since given me addi«
tional cause to consider, as the language of sincerity,
arid happily expressive of that spirit of Christian piety,
friendship, and affection; which a minister of Christ
maust ever wish and rejoice to find .in the people whom
e is called to serve in the gospel: The best returnt
that I can make for all the testimonies and expressions

- of your favourable sentiments, and kind regards, whick
. 9 ' ,
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have been already bestowed upen me, or which I may
yet hope to experience, from a people, whose friendly and
affectionate conduct towards their ministers, has been
long honourably distinguished, will be, to devote myself
with a zealous ard affectionate heart, to the service of
your souls, in the advancement of your spiritual and
eternal interests and happiness. And Itrust and hope,
that I shall not be found altogether wanting in.that
Christian and cordial. love, -and attachment to you,
which will dlspose and lead me, in this way, very glad-
ly to'spend and be spent for you.

Many deficiencies, I am sensible, you will dlscern in
the exercise of my ministry, as well as in other in~
stances. - From a. consciousness of these, it was not
without much difficulty, that my own <consent was ob-
tained, to take part in the pastoral care of so large and
importanf a branch of the Christian Church. To this,
bowever, I was encouraged, primarily by the promises
of the Great Head of the Church, that he will always.
be with his ministers, whenever and wherever they are
employed by his Providence, and that he will not re-
quire more thapn he has given, but graciously accept
them, according to what they have to offer, or are able
to do, in his service. - In subordination to this. divine
encouragement, was that derived from the persuasion,
of my. finding with you that candor and indulgence,
which would lead you kindly to overlook, or bear with,
my infitmities, and benevolently to accept my well
meant endeavours to serve you ; and from the consid-
eration, that I was not to be engaged alone in the ardu-
ous undertaking ; but to be associated with-one, whose
worthy character and useful Jabours, have justly ac-
quired him that approbation, esteem and influence,
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which ‘he happily enjoys with you, and from whose
fnendly and good offices, in vanous ways, I promised
myself many advantages.

With him, under whose,yﬁinistraﬁohs you have al-
ready enjoyed several happy,and I hdpe, not unprofit-
able years ; it is my earnest wish, it is my sincere res-
olution, and I trust, through grace, it will be my con-
stant endeavour, to maintain the most cordial harmo-
ny, in carrying on lbe great design of our common
ministry. "And to ev ery proper measure that may be
used by us, to cultivate a friendly and affeetionate
union, and td encourage each others hearts, and strength-
en each others hands in this great and good work. [
am persuaded you will always add every countenance’
.and- aid, whieli you can give.: Your fervent prayers,.-
Jitis hoped, will ever be united with oor own, ‘that we
may be ever animated'as-by one soul, that we may al-
ways speak the truth in love, as with one mouth ; and |
that we- may constantly and uniformly aim, and with
abupdant success, at -tlie” same gréat object, the glory
of ‘God, in your salvation.  And whatever different
powers, ‘gifts, ot qualifications, we may posséss, you
will not, on this account, we trust, ever think of de-

claring yourselves one for Paul, and another for Apol-
los ; but still consider us as mstruments only of a dif-
. ferent form, used by the same God of all grace, and
employed by the one only Head of the Church,
in the work of the mmlstry, for the’ ednfymg ‘of the
body, or the Church of Christ ; and wbether we plant
or water, prove instrumental to the conversmn of sin-
pers, or to the edification of believers, you will consid-
er God alone as the Author of all'the fruits or suc-

1
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cesses' of our respective services, and give Him the
- praise who gneth the inerease. . '
The pastoral relation in which I am now nmted with
you, 1 consider as one of the most lmporlant and
tender, that can take place between men on earth ; and
conformably to the very interesting nature of the con-
nqxion,l trust, my heart. will ever feel the tenderest
interest in your concerns. - For your prosperity, and
especially that your souls may be in health, and pros-
per in the divine life, I shall ever- fervently pray, and
fu all your afflictions and distresses, whether asa So-
ciety or as individuals, I shall ever.be ready {o bear
a sympathetic part. In the God of your salvation, in
whose favour is your life, and whose loving kindness is
better than life, may you find that joy, in which T would
always wish to rejoice with ‘you, and the conselation,
which yau may need under all those sorrows in which I
may be called to weep with you, may you also find in
_the same God, even-the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the: Father of mercies and the God of all com-
fort, who alone is able, and who will be found always
ready to comfort you, if you are not wanting to your-
selves, in all your tribulations. :
The ministry received of the Lord Jesus Christ, to
testify the gospel of the grace of God, which I have
now begim to exercise among you, it will, I.trust, be
my aim so to. fulfil, through the whole course of it,
whether that may be long or short, that I may . finish
it with joy.—~May I obtain mercy of the Lord to be
faithful in the discharge of it, so that when it comes to
.be concluded among you, I may be able, in the
language of St. Paul, to take you to record, that I
am pure from the blood of all men,”” having not shunned
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to declare unto you the whole counsel of God, nor kept
back any thing that appeared to be profitable t6 you;
and uniformly inculcating, as the scope and tendency
of all my preaching, repentance towards God, and faith
towards our Liord Jesus Christ. By your: receiving
" the truth, thus preached, in the love of it, and with
cordial obedience to it, let. me entreat you, o afford me
the best encouragement which you can give in this dif-
ficult work ; and to bestow upon me the greatest hon-
or and bappiness, to which I cae aspire among yow,
even that of cherishing the hope, the pleasing the ani-
mating hope, that if I should be so successful as to save
my -own soul, I may -also. rejoice in the day Christ,
that I have not laboured in vain among you, but have
‘been in some measure instrumental to your salvation.
Before I conelude, I cannot forbear expressing the
pleasure which I feel, and my affectionate congratula-
.' tions, with a word of exhortation to you, on account
of the prosperous circumstances in which I find your
Seciety at the present day, and the pleasing prospects
which seem to be opened before you for the time to
come. .
The increasing numhers, and growing slrength of
your Church, and the suecessful exertions which you
‘have made under the many. disadvantages in which
you were involved by the calamities of an eventful, and
to you of this place in particular, a most distressful
war : .to repair the ruins of your ancient house of wor-
ship, and to eomplete the new building for the public
service of God, which you have raised, and the com.’
fortable provision which you have made for the support
of the ordinances of the gospel in them, are circum-
stances highly honorable and favorable to you. Not
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unto yourselves, however, not nato yourselves, but unto
God, to whose kind-and bountiful Providence you are
so deeply indebted, let all the _praise be ascribed, for
his truth aed his mercy’s sake. ' -

Be not weary in well doing, but let your zeal be still
unremittingly employed, in the same good cause of your
church and your religion, on those worthy motives, and
with those exaited views, which ‘Cliristianity inspires ;
andin thisway encourage your hope, that he who has prit
itinto your heart o do so much for the honor of his
name, will remember your works and laboors of piety
and love, and will cause you to> see more and more of -
the good of his chosen, and 1o rejoice and glory with
encreasing joy and triumph, in the gladness and pros-
perity of his church and inheritance.®- That he will
‘abundantly bless the provisions of his grace, dispensed
to you in the house which you bave builded {o his name,
and add many to the number that shall’ here be fed wn(h \
the bread of life. K

“And as you would desire and-hope that be would
- thus befriend and bless you, be careful that your heaits
may ever remain united, in a sincerg Christian friend-
ship for.each other, and that Four mufual endeavours
be employed inlove, to serve one another, and to pro-
mote the common interests of the whole body, of which
yon are members. - This spirit of amity and concord,
so congenial to the gospel, so well becoming a Christian
society, will; in the nature of things, eminently contrib- -
~ ufe to the stability and growth of your ¢hurch, and the
advancement of your religious edification and comfort ;
and it will most certamly secure 10 you the dmne pres-

. Psalm 186
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ence and favour, on which all your prosperity, tempo-
ral and spiritual, ultimately depends. Be ye therefore
of one mind, having the same love; be of one.aecord and .
live in peace, and the God of love and peace shall be
with you.

To the grace of God I commend you, fervently pray-
ing that the God of all grace, who hath called us unto
his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, may make you per-
fect, establieh, strengthen, and settle you in the faith,
the practice, the comforts, and the hopes of the gospel,
on earth ; and finally receive you to dwell forever with
the spirits of just men, made perfect, and with the gen-
eral assembly and church of the first born, which are
written in heaven ; that you may serve him day and
night, in complete holiness and fulness of j joy,. m his
temple there. -

And now unto him who is able to keep you from fall-
ing, and to present you fanltless before the presence of
his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our
Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power,
both now and ever. AME~. *
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SERMON

DEATH OF

GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON.

1I. CHRON, XXXV. 24,
¢ AND ALL JUDAH AND JERUSALEM MOURNED ron’Josuu.”

It is a very solemn and affecting scene, which is pre-
sented to our view, in this portion of sacred hig_{ory.
Though a long series of ages has passed away since it
took place, it cannot yet, be attentively reviewed, with-
out exciting in the thoughtful mind, and feeling heart, -
many serious reflections and tender emotions. With
every other part of Scripture, it was doubtless record-
ed “for our learning,” for our instruction and im-
provement. It shews, particularly, in a striking point
of light, how important to a community, are the life and
services of a great and good prince ; or of a person
holding a primary place in the government of his coun-
try—and in that elevated station, distinguished by his
superior talents, integrity, and public spirit ; and how
heavy, and afflictive, is the loss sustained by a nation,
when such a ruler and benefactor is  taken from its
head,” by the awful stroke of death. T
To these interesting reflections, we are unavoidably
led by the consideration of the passage before us—
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‘while we here behold the whole Jewish nation, with. -
one consent, and as by one instantaneous impulse, as-
suming the aspect, and exhibiting the tokens of the
deepest affliction and mourning, on account of the death
of their late king Josiah ; who was one of the worthiest
and best, that ever reigned over them; and whose
" Tife, from his earliest years, had been employed, under
the influence of the purest and noblest principles, in pro-

moting the temporal and religious interests of his people.

This good king was yet in the midst of his days, or
in the vigor of his age, when it was his lot to receive a
fatal wound, in a battle, to which he was probably led,
by the terms of his alliance with the king of Israel, who
was then tributary to the king of Babylon ; and there-
fore bound to engage on the side of that monarch, in
the war which was commenced against him by the king
of Egypt. Of this wound Josiah died, immediately
after his return to Jerusalem ; and thus the flattering,
and apparently well founded hopes of his people, for a
much longer continuance of his reign, and of the multi-
plied blessings which they derived from it, were sud-
denly terminated in the most gloomy and painful disap-
pointment. . ,

An event, so calamitous, might well be expected to
diffuse the most afflicting sensations through the body
of the nation ; for whose welfare he had shewn so ear-
ly, so zealous, and so constant a concern. According-
ly, the sacred historian here informs us—that « All
Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah.,” The in-
habitants of every part of the country, concurring with
those of the capital city, the place of the royal resi-
dence, in every becoming affecting demonstration of
sorrow, under this heavy national calamity,
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1t is added, that Jeremiah the prophet, particularly
lamented for Josiah. This venerable prophet, as it
became a servant of God, under that peculiar sacred
character which he sustained, was penetrated with the
deepest grief for the loss of a prince, whose pious cares,
and indefatigable exertions, were especially directed
to the advancement of the cause of religion and virtue :
a cause with which the peace and prosperity, and all
the great interests of every community, as well as of
every individual, are essentially and inseparably con-
nected. And‘itis also mentioned, as another memora-
ble circumstance of this national mourning for Josiah,
that it was long perpetuated, by the institution of cer-
tain -solemn services, inc¢luding, particularly, some
elegiac compositions set to plaintive music, in commem-
oration of an event, so mournful in its nature, and so
afflicting in its consequences.

In the history of mankind we shall often find a re-
markable similarity of events and circumstances, oc-
curring in the most distant countries and periods of fime.

‘With this memorable mourning of the J ewish nation,
for the loss of their eminently worthy and amiable Jo-

’iah ;—how striking is the resemblance, that appears
1

n the universal, unfeigned mourning, now exhibited by
the American people, for the loss of their great, and
excellent, and beloved WASHINGTON ; whose life
was otie of the most valuable blessings of a beneficent
Providence to his country, and whose death is justly
lamented, as a great national affliction.

When the man, whom God in his good providence,
was pleased to honor, as the most distinguished instru-
ment in his hand, for securing (o the people of Ameri-
on, the liberty, civil and religious—the independence~—
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the peace, and the prosperity, in the enjoyment of
which, they are at this day, apparently, the most fa-
vored, and happy nation in the world." When he,
who, obedient to the voice of his country, repeatedly,
and with.magnanimous self-denial, exchanged his be-
loved domestic pursuits and enjoyments, for the most
arduous stations of public trust and service: Andin -
those stations victoriously led our armies through the
vicissitudes of a most difficult and perilous revolution-
ary war ; and- ably, and successfully presided in the
executive department of our national government, dur-
ing many of the most eventful years of an unexampled,
and awfully portentous crisis in Europe, in which our
political and commercial interests were deeply involv-
ed. When he, who in the favorite scenes of private
life, in which 'he delighted to pass his tranquil days,
whenever the safety and glory of his country permitted,
displayed the beauty and loveliness of those finer
feelings, and accomplishments, which dignify and adorn
the gentleman, the philosopher, the friend, and the do-
mestic character. When he, in a word, who first vin-
dicated our rights, as men and christians, with his
sword ; and then shielded them from the envious, hostil‘
designs of powerful foreign nations, and the turbulence
of restless intestine factions, by the wisdomof his
counsels, the equity, moderation, and firmness of his
measures ; and who uniformly shone pre-eminent in
great talents, in disinterested patriotism, and in the lus-
tre of his public and private virtues and usefulness :
When such a man is removed by the
supreme, righteous Disposer of all things, from every
station of honorable trust, and important service among
his fellow mortals—and from all the scenes of mortali-
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ty ;—sarely, it well becomes the nation, of which he
was one of the brightest ornaments, and greatest bene-
factors, to mourn with the feelings of undissembled,
deep, and lasting sorrow !  * x

In such a sorrow all the citizens of the Umted States,
who really love their country—with many in other na-
tions, who possess the sensibilities of a feeling heart,
and the genuine spirit of philanthropy, will bear a ten-
der sympathetic part ; and sincerely mourn the father
of his country, the patron of liberty, the friend of hu-
manify—fallen under that stroke of death, to which the
grealest; and most illustrious, equally with the feeblest,
and most obscure of the human race, must finally bow.—

Of the general mourning, which the death of a man,
so eminently and honorably distinguished in life, might
well be expected to produce—the most unequivocal
tokens are exhibited, wherever the melancholy tidings

‘of it have been spread abroad. '.l_‘hé customary badges
of grief, which indicate a near and valued friend de-
parted ; together with the various, more public and
solemn expressions of a nation’s sorrows, proclaim, in
the most affecting, and impressive language, that our
illustrious and beloved WASHINGTON is numbered
with the dead ; and that his country sensibly feels, and
sincerely mourns, the deeply interesting, and afflicting
event ! :

That the sorrows, which we share in common with
our fellow-citizens, throughout the union, and with the
friends of liberty and humanity generally, under this
bereaving dispensation of Divine Providence, may be
brought under the guidance of sober reflection and
true wisdom, and directed to some useful ends.—

I shall endeavour, in the process of this discourse;
to shew,
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I. Why the death of great and worthy men, who
have been eminently useful in their day, and especially”
in exalted stations of public trust and service, ought to
be lamented; and, ¢

II. 'What profitable lmprovement may be made of

the event, which is the occasion of the present general
mourning of our country.—
1. Why the death of great and worthy men, who
have been eminently useful in their day, and especially
in exalted stations of public trust and usefulness, ought
to be lamented.— - .

Now the death of such men may well be lamented.

1. Onaccount of the many and great evils which they
are instrumental in averting from a people.—

" Inthe present fallen state of human nature, the pas-
sions of men, their pride, their ambition—their avarice,

" their love of criminal pleasure ; in a word, their sel-
fishness, strongly impel them to deeds of injustice,
oppression,—and violence.—By these vicious disposi-
tions, individuals are often stimulated to bitter and
deadly contentions ;—and communities, and nations,
are plunged into all the outrages and calamities of
public, and long protracted wars. Ifleft to follow the
impulse of these corrupt propensities of their fallen na-
ture, without restraint or 'opposition, a few of the
strongest and most unprincipled, bringing others, by
force or artifice, into a subserviency to their views,
would not hesitate, with the aid of such instruments of
their will, to invade the rights, to seize the posses-
sions, to sacrifice the lives of their fellow-men, in any
extent which they might think expedient, or find prac-
ticable, to the accomplishment of their own base and
triminal purposes.

o
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Butas the great Ruler of the universe, has designed
- and formed mankind for the social state ; and has made
their common mutual safety and welfare depend, in a
" great measure, upon that union and order which con-
stitute the strength and beauty of society ;—so he con-
stantly exercises a secret control over all human in-
clinations, projects, and enterprizes.—And having the
hearts of all men in his hands, he holds all theirtumul-
tuous imaginations, - raging appetites, and furious pas-
sions, continnally subject tothat irresistible. authority
and power, by which, when he pleases, he commands
the stormy winds into a calm ; and says to the swelling
boisterous sea, ¢ Hitherto shalt theu eome, but no
farther ;- and here shall thy proud waves be stayed.”
In his government of mankiod, however, and for the
actomplishment of his wise designs, relating to them,
he generally uses some visible means and subordinate
agency, which have a natural fitness to bring about the
worthy ends that he has preposed. - In this view, he
employs eminenily the institations of religion, and the
ministers of his word, among 'the people, to whom he
has been pleased to grant the distinguishing privileges
and henefits of Divine Revelation. And in the nations
generally, he raises up from time to time, particular
persons, endued with some peculiar talents and dispo-
sitions ;-by ‘which they are qualified to rule over their
fellow-men,—and prompted: to employ their power and
influence, in providing  for- the common welfare of the
great body of the people; in restraining and quicting
the turbulent members of the community ; and in dis-
concerting the schemes, and repelling lhe assaults of

their. various enemies.
11
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Thus—while the Bupreme Governor of nations,
sometimes elevates men of strong natural abilities, con-
nected with the most vile, and profligate moral princi-
ples, to great power,—and then uses them as the sword
in his hand, for chastising any wicked and rebellieus
people, whom he determines to punish ;—he also, at
his pleasure, calls forth, and advances to exalted sta-
tions of authority and trust, men of superior talents

"; and worthy character; and by their instrumentality,

L

LN

shields or delivers a people, whom he chuses to favor,
from those violences or grievances, with which they
may be menaced or oppressed.—By their friendly and
successful agency, the nation, or community, with the
care of whose interests they are intrusted, whether in

the capécity of military commanders,. or. civil magis-

trates, is rescued from the galling yoke of bondage—

from the dreadful state of anarchy and confusion ; or
from the final dissolution and :utter ruin, to.which it

might otherwise be reduced, by the folly and wicked-

ness of many of its own members ; or by the all grasp-

ing ambition, and insatiable cupldlty of forengn hostile

nations and poteatates.

Such are the men, whom ¢ tbe Lord Most ngb—-
Who is the great Kiog over all the earth,” often
“gives to a people, according to his manifold mercies,
to be,”’ under himself, ¢ their saviours;”’ to be ¢ the
ministers of God, for”’ eminent “ good,” to themin a"
state of peace ; and his chosen instruments, for ““sav- .
ing them out of the hand of their enemies,” ina time of
war. When, therefore, men thus specially qualified,
and called to fill the most exalted and important stations,
in the service of their country; and thus employed,
‘wnder the direction of Divine Providence, in averting.
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from it the most formidable and destructive evils, are
removed by death ; the afflictive event is doubtless to
be regarded, as justly demanding the tears of a be-
reaved people—as worthy of being lamented with ¢very
dignified expression of unfeigned national sorrow. ‘

I proceed to observe, on the other hand, that the
death of such valuable defenders, and guardians of a 4
people, is to be thus lamented.

2dly. On account of the eminent benefits, which
their instrumentality is employed, by the good provx- v
dence of God, in securing to their country.

Many of the reflections, whiech we would be here
naturally led to pursue, have been, in some degree, al-
ready anticipated, in the observations suggested under
the preceding branch of this discourse. -

The necessity of the institution and support of gov-
ernment, among mankind, is universally acknowledged ;
and its utility has been recommended by the experi-
ence of all nations, in all ages. So far as any system
of government is adapted to unite a people in a siate of
order.and peace—to enforce the principles and rales of
justice among them—-and to secure them from the mis- -
chievous designs of their enemies, it is . sanctioned by
the approbation of Heaven ; and its establishment is
to be regarded, as an xmportant pubhc blessmg, by the
people who enjoy it.

Between different systems of human go‘,&'ernment,
there is indeed as wide a difference, as between the
meanest hut, raised by the rude savage, merely for his
defence from the attacks of beasts of prey, or the inju- -
rious effects of inclement elements and ‘seasons; and
the noblest edifice, erected by the ingenious artist,
combining requisite strength, with pleasing proportion, -
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and'chaste ornament, and adapted to afford the most
secure and comfortable accommodation to its inhabi-
tants. But for directing well, and applying efficacious-
ly, the powers of the best constitution of government,
it is obvious, that none are properly qualified, but
those who possess peculiar abilities for the manage-
ment of public affairs : And it is equally certain, that on
the woral principles, which direct their conduct, the
welfare of the community v‘ery much depends. . Wheth-
er they are charged with the administration of the civ-
il, or military aﬁfaius of their country ; having its great
interests committed to their care, and its resources
placed in their hands ; they are at once laid under pe-
culiar obligations, and enjoy peculiar advantages, for
studying and promoting the piblic good; and when
possessed of those uniied qualities of the head and the
. beart, which distinguish great .aod worthy rulers and-
commanders—the public good will be the favorite ob-
ject of their regard and pursuit—and in the ordinary
course of things, will be greatly advanced by their
agencj. In their. superior station, distinguished by
their great talents and virtues—by their knowledge of
bhuman nature, of its powers and weaknesses—of its
passions and its wants—and of the state of their own
nation, considered in an abstract point of' view, and in
its relations to other countries—by their penetralmg,
accurate judgment, and enlarged, comprebensive view
;of things—hy the wisdom of their counsels, and the
rectitude of their measures—by the purity and ardor
“of their patriotism ; and by their active courage, and.
unyielding resolution, in meeting and surmounting the
various and multiplied daagers, difficulties and trials,
which they may have to encounter in their country’s

£
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cause and service—they are eminently qualified, to
teach the great body of the people, for whow they act,
the nature and value of their -citil and sacred rights,
and privileges, and to guide and animate their exer-
tions in the pursuit and defence of their true interests ;
—and under the smiles of afavouring Providence, their
instrumentality bas a great effect, in securing and im-
provihg the most important national ad+antages.

The desirable ends, which their high qualifications,
and patriotic labours are thus adapted to accomplish,
are further prowoted by the powerful engaging influ--
ence of their great example. For ¢ as the going forth
of the sun, is from the end of heaven, and his circuit
unto the ends of if, and there is nothing bid from the
heat thereof ;’ so the examples of great and good men,
moving in exalted spheres ol public-service, and use-
fulness, diffuse their enlightening and enlivening beams,
through the wide extent of the land in which they bear
rule ; and have an happy tendency to stimulate and
“allure the.other members of the community, in subor-
dinate stations, to imitate their conduct, in the cultiva-
tion of a public spirity and in the practice of whatsoever
things are pioys and just—generous and honorable—
lovely and praise-worthy ;—and, in short, in the pur-
suit of that course of well doing, which conducts indi-
viduals, and communities, fo astate of-the most desira-
ble prosperity in this world ; while it leads those, who
walk in it, under the influence of a fruly christian
faith, to glory, honor, and immortality in thé world to
come. ' , . o

Highly favoured indeed, are the people to whom the
Lord gives such rulers and commanders, as his chosen.
agents, for communicating and securing fo them so
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many precious blessings of his favor—and so rich a
portion of national honor and happiness ! g

When, therefore, a people are bereaved of such val-
uable benefactors, they sustain an unspeakable loss ;
and are solemnly called by the providence of Ged to
mourn—feelingly and deeply to mourn under the heavy
and distressing stroke of his holy hand. '

The observations which have been suggested, will,
it is believed, admit of a just and forcible application to
the present case of our own nation, under that very af-
flicting dispensation of Divine Providence, which has
bereaved us, of a general and statesman, who, in the
expressive and emphatical language of our House of
Representatives in Congress,—¢ was the first in war—
the first in peace, and the first in the affections of his
country.”

To trace the respectable descent of this great and
worthy man—to attend to the first promising buds of a
superior mind, and of his future greatness, which be-
gan to unfold themselves in his juvenile days and pur-
suits—to observe the early display of his extraordinary
military talents in a station of subordinate but honora-
ble and important command, while these United States
were yet dependent provinces of Great Britain—to
follow him in his great career of military glory,—when
as commander in chief, he directed the operations of
our armies, during the whole eight years of the memor-
able revolutionary war ; into which we were driven by
the unwarrantable claims of the British government—
claims too asrrogant, degrading, and injurious, not to be
resisted and repelled by the free born and high spirited
sons of America—to mark the dignified manner in
which he resigned into the hands of the American Con-
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gress the high commission which he had received from
them, when the great objects of it,—the independence
and liberties of his country, were accomplished and se-
" cured ; and the truly paternal affection, and solicitude,
with which he addressed some of the wisest and most
salutary moral and political instructions and admoni-
tions, to his fellow-soldiers, and fellow-titizens, when
from the most elevated station of military authority
and power, he voluntarily and cheerfully descended to
the ordinary condition and employments of a i)rivate
gentleman—ito exhibit the important part, which with-
in a few years after this period, he was called to act in
that venerable convention of the principal statesmen of
America ; by whose collected wisdom, our present ex-
cellent system of federal government was framed, and
in whose deliberations he presided, as the most honor-
ed and influential member of that enlightened and pat-
riotic body—-to review his able and successful adminis-
tration of this new government, in the office of Presi-
dent of the United States, to which he was first raised
for the legal term of four years ; and in which he was
afterwards continued for a like term, by the unani-
mous suffrages of- the widely dispersed millions of his -
fellow-citizens—to represent him'in the sublime atti-
tude in which he appeared, when delivering the last
solemn advice, which he directly addressed, under a
public character, to the American people; advice
which was the fruit of superior wisdom, matured hy
long experience, and of the purest and mest disinter-
ested patriotism, that had stood the test of the severest
trials ; while at the same time he announced his de-
. cided resolution to decline standing a candidate for &
re-election to the presidency, on which he had reason
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to calculate with the greatest: confidence ;—and con-
formably to his declared purpose, immediately retired;
from all the flattering. distinctions connected with the
supreme magistracy of the Union; to the ardently de-
sired calm refreat of private life, in which he designed,
and hoped to pass the residue of his days in undisturb--
ed tranquility and peace—to pourtray. the glory of the
finishing public act of his exalted, and unabated pat-
riotism, when he once more yielded to the importunate
call of his country, and consented to resume the com-
mand of the forces, which it was preparing for its de-
fence against the injustice and violence of a rapacious,
ambitions, and. unprincipled foreign power ;—tfo con-
template him here in the closing scene, when thus de-
termined and prepared, fo relinquish the repose which
was 8o agreeable and desirable to his advanced age, af-
ter the long continued pressing labours of a most active -
‘public life, for the toils and dangers of an apparently
inevitable and arduous war ;—receiving the solemn
mandate of Heaven, which summoned his great soul o
the world of spirits ;—and with that calm and unshaken
firmness of mind, for which he was ever remarkable,
finishing ‘bis bhonorable, earthly career in death—to
speak now particularly of the inestimable services
which he rendered to his country, and to the cause of
religion, liberty, and humanity ;—or to attempt a de-
lineation of the particular features of his great character.
v . All this would form an
undertaking, to which 1 feel myself wholly incompe- -
tent! and which could not be well executed by the
best abilities, within the limifs prescribed to this dis.
course. This accordingly comes not within my pres-
ent design ; but is left as the proper work of the biog-
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rapher and historian ;—and in the faithful, well-written
memoirs of his life,—and history of his country,—the
sublime character,~—and the illustrious deeds of our
WASHINGTON, will doubtless shine with pre-emi-
aent glory,——through a long series of ages, and diffuse
an increasing spleudaur over many succeedmg genera-
tions. : : . :

In the mean tlme, whnle we mourn the Father of our
eountry taken from our head, and gone down to ¢ the
grave, the house prepared for all living ;”’—let us now

_vbe led to consider,— :

TI. What proﬁtable lmpmvement may be made of '

this event, which is the occasion of the present deep
and universal sorrow and miourning of our country—
and, o )

1. It becomes us to cherish the remembrance of the
excellent character and ewinent services of our coun-
try’s most illustrious citizen and distinguished benefac-
tor, whose death we now lament, with a grateful sense

of our obligations to the beneficent providence of God,

who qualified and ‘employed him, as a leading instra-
ment, in securing to-us so many, and such inestimably
valuable national blessings.

"The memory of the'man, whom God was pleésed
most remarkably to honor, as the instrument in his
band, for the communication of so much good to ous
highly favoured nation, should be peculiarly dear toall

‘our citizens ;—and it should be transmitted, with every

appropriate, impéessive mark of distinguishing esteem
and regard, to posterity—as a splendid example for
-the imitation of future patnots, generals, and states-
men—and of our - citizens generally, in every depart-

ment of public and private life.—In the records of na-
12
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tions, excepting only those of God’s ancient,. chosen
and peculiar people, we should probably search in vain
for the example .of an union of great talents and virtues,
of worthy conduct, and important usefulness, superior,
if we even could find one equal, to that which has been
exhibited by our admired and beloved WasmiNéTON,
in those high military and civil employments, in which
he was called to defend and serve his country.
But remembering that ¢ every good gift,” every
valuable possession, privilege, or benefit, whether of a
' private or pubh‘c'nature', or through whatever channel,
or medium, conveyed to us, < comes down from the
Great Father of lichts and mercies ;”—let us study to
be thapkful to HIM, _ivho graciously provided such a
general and stafesman, to conduct our milifary opera-
tions, and administer our civil and pol‘iticﬂ‘aﬂ'airs,'dur-
ing a long period, the -most critical and. interesting to
our nation—who ;:nowned his;wisé»councils,-.his,virtuous
measures, his heroic efforts, with such happy success—
and who prolonged his life, with his capacity, and his
zeal unimpaired, for the service of his country—till it
was safely conducted through a long series of the most
perplexing difficulties, and formidable dangers, and at
-length securely established, &s we trust, inthe enjoy-
ment of a most excellent constifation of government,
and a most desirable. state of peace and prosperity.
Most kind and indulgent, indeed, has been the provi-
dence of the God of our mercies, in first bestowing up-
on us, and then forbearing to remove from us, the man,
who was one of the most impregnable bulwarks of our
country in war, and one of its strongest pillars in péace—
“till it was settled and confirmed in its present eligible -
situation ; in which it does not probably so immediate-
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1y depend, as at some former periods, on the services
vor influence of any individual ; and seems not likely to
be s0 easily shaken, as it might have sometimes hereto-
fore been, by the restless spirit of internal faction ; or
by the dark intrigues, or open v10!ence of foreign, jeal-
ous, and unfriendly nations !

Let us then, at once, honor the memory of our de-

parted illustrious General and President ; and praise
‘the divine and most bountiful Auther of all the various
blessings of a civil and -a sacred nature, which through
-his distinguished agency, we have experienced, and
now enjoy, as an i‘ndependént, a free, 'a great, and an
happy nation ! ' ‘

‘2. Let us learn * to cease from man, whose breath
isin his nostrils,’ -—-and to-repose an humble, stedfast
trust and hope, in the evei'-living, all-sufficient, and un-
changeable God, for that guidance, protection, and va-
rious aid, which as a people, we commually need, in or-
der to our safety and welfare.

“ Lord,_what is man, and wherein'is he to be ac-
counted of 2”’— All flesh is grass, and the glory of
man, as the ﬂower of the grass ; the grass withereth,

_and the flower theredf falleth away. In the morningit
flourisheth and groweth up ; in- the evening it is cut
down apd withereth "> —What is man in honor ? He is
a shadow that passeth rapidly away. What is man in
his best estate ? He is, in respect of all the worldly
advantages which he may possess, and of all the bene-
fits which his fel]ow~m0rtals may expect from him, al-
together vanity ! - :

¢ Let us not then put our trust in princes, ¥_in those
who among their fellow-men are clothed with supreme
authority and power, or bear the character of the great
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and the good—- nor in the son of man,”’ of whatever
qualifications, or in whatever station, ¢ for in bim there
is no” effectual or certain * belp.”” ¢« Their breath go-
eth forth—they. return to their earth; in that very
day all their thoughts,” either for. their own aggran-
dizement, or security, or for promoting the pmblic
good, « perish’® in the gloom of ¢ the grave, where
they have no more a portion in any thing that is done
under the sun.”’—But let us remember, ¢ that bappy
is the man, and happy the people—and that happy
alone are they, who have the God of Jacob for their -
help, and whose hope is in the Lord their God, who
made Heaven and earth, the sea, and all that therein
is ;—who keepeth truth forever—who executeth judg-
ment for the oppressed—who loveth the righteous ;
but the way of the wicked he turneth npside down—
who putteth down one ‘and sitteth. up another—who
straighteneth the nations and enlargeth them at his
pleasure ; and who, in the exercise of his sovereign,
Almighty, most wise, righteous, and beneficent domin- -
ion, reigneth for ever, even unto all generahons

Our lately unnersally esteemed, and now universal-
1y lamented WasHINGTON, in the possession of all his
excellencies and honors, was but a mortal .man.
Thanks be to God for the great qualifications by which
he was distinguished—for his important public servi-
ces—and for the long continuance of his eminently val-
uable and useful life !|—And now, blessed he God, that
the hopes of our country are not buried in the same
tomb with his venerable dust ; but that to Himself, whe
is “ the possessor of all thatis in the heaven and in
the earth~~whose is the greatness, and the power, and



€ENERAL GEORGE WASBHINGTON, 93

the glory, and the victory, and the majesty, who reigns

- overall, and who.is the same; yesterday, to day, and .
for ever”’—we may still look up as “ our light and our
salvatlon,” ¢for leaders and commanders of the peo-
ple,” for the preservation of our independence and lib-
ertles, government and laws, order and peace, and the
" perpetuity and advancement of our national, as well as
personal safety, prosperity, and happiness !

3. While we mourn for the loss which our nation bhas
sustaioed, by the death of such an able defender, and
distinguished benefactor—let us be excited to pray fer
our country, and especially for those, who occupy the
Pprincipal places of authority, tru&t, and power, in its
government. \

¢ To offer “R snpplmahons, prayers, and interces.
“sions for all men,” and especially for thuse, whose inter-
est and welfare, are most nearly connected with our own, -
. and upon whose counsels and measures, our safety and
happiness, under God, most immediately depend—iz at
all times an imporfant christian duty. For our fellow-
men, in every nation of the earth, in every branch of
the great family of mankind, we should constantly
pray ; that they may enjoy the advantages of wise and
good governments and laws—and the blessings of the
gospel of the great Redeemer of fallen men, in its un-
clouded light, uncorrupted purity, and saving power ;
~=* that the people who delight in war may be scatter-
ed~-—that the wickedness of the wicked may come to an
end—that the just may be established,”—and that the
cause of truth and righteousness, and of genuine liber-
ty, civil and religious, involving all the great interests
of communities and. individuals, may prevail and tri-
umph, universally, through the world.
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For our country, especially, we should continually
pray—that the great Governor of nations, our guasdian
God, and the God of salvation, may be pleased to for.
give our multiplied follies and offences, by which we
are daily forfeiting his mercies, and provoking his’judg-
ments ;—¢to turn away every token of his anger from
us, and remember us with the favor which he bearsto
his chosen and peculiar people’’— to secure to us the
full and uninterrupted possession of our personal
and national rights and privileges ; in the enjoyment of
order, harmony, and tranquillity at home, and of peace
and honer abroad—to presper aJl ranks and clasces of
the inhabitants of our land, in their several stations,
and lawful, worldly pursuits—and ¢ to visit us with”
the infinitely more precious blessings of ¢ his spiritual
and everlasting salvation.”

“ For all in.authorily over us,”.and intrusted with
the care of our mativnal interests, in public stations, we
ought more particularly to pray, that they may be
“ wise and able men, such as fear God, men of truth,
hating covetousness,” and zealous, active, resolute,and
stedfast in their concern for, and pursuit of the public
good. Condidering how multiplied, arduous, and per-
plexing, are the cares of government—haw peculiarly
strong and pressing are the temptations, with which
men, in exalted stations of trust and power, are contin--
ually surrounded ; and how many, and great, are the
~evils or benefits, which may result to the community

from their ill or good conduct, in the important places
which they eccupy—in the elevated spheres wherein
they move>—we should, from a tender sympathy for
‘them, and a prudent regard fo our own interests, pray
continually for our.rulers—¢ that the Lord may give -
them a wise and understanding heart, to discern be-
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tween'good and evil, and to go out and in before a great
people,” with discretion and ﬁdeht ys with unsullied
honor and good success.

-And thus are we, by a special, solemn voice of Di-
vine Providence, called to pray for our country, at the
present juncture, while mourning the recent death, of
our late illustrions General and President ; and to pray,
more particularly, for his worthy and venerable suc-
cessor in the presidency of the Union; that he may
be divinely assisted, in sustaining the increased weight
of anxious care, which is devolved upon him, by the
loss of so early, able, and exp'erieuéed an associate, in
the great cause of America—and-that he may steadily
and firmly, proceed to tread -in the.same steps of wis-
dom, .virtue, and honor, by which the great and excel-
lent W asningTON conducted his country, to the pres-
ent dignified and enviable rank, which it holds among
the nations of the earth.
- Finally ; <

4. Let the conslderauon of -this vegs affecting in-
stance of mortality, which has filled the heart of our
nation with sorrow and moufning, be improved to
awaken and engage us all, to a faithful and diligent dis-
charge of the duties of our respecﬁvé stations ; and to
a seafonable preparation, and constant watchfulness for
the order of God, which shall dismiss us from all our
employments here, to a state of righteous and ever-
lasting retributionin a (uture world.

To act, as if we thought that we were bound by no
obligations, to extend our views or regards beyond our-
selves ; but had a right to employ our time and powers,
merely to serve our own selfish purpases, would be very
disgraceful to oar character as men and citizens. Much
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more reproachful thep, must such conduct appear to
be, inthose who bear the name of Christians—when it
is viewed in the light of the gospel—when it is consid-
ered as in direct contradiction to those benevolent and
refined principles of the religion of the blessed Jesus,
which require us ¢ to love our neighbour as ourselves”—
“ to rejoice with them that rejoice—to weep with them
that weep”’—* to bear one another’s burthens”—¢ and
as we have ability and opportunity, to do good to al!
around us.”

~ Let us, therefore, reflect and consider what the Liord
our Ged and Saviour requires of us, in our several sta-
tions—and endeavour to occupy, with the talents which
he has committed to us, in that manner, by which his
great name' may. be most glorified, and the best inter-
ests of our fellow-men, together mth our own, most ef-
fectually advanced.

Farners, Let not the residue of your strength be
wholly spent in that ease and inactivity, which, te de-
clining years, usually appear most inviting.—If you are
yet living to yourselves, and for this world ; surely it
is high time that you begm to hve to the Lord, and for
eternity.

If, in the course of a hfe of christian faith, plety and
virtue, you are serving and honoring the adorable
Author of your being and redemptlon, and pursuing the
great euds of your rational existence,— Be not weary
in well doing, but hold on your way, and hold out to
the end, and still go from strength to strength, till
you enter into that everlasting rest, which remaineth
for the people of God.” - And remember, that it par-
~ ticularly becomes you, to teach the rising generation
their daties to God, to their néigkbour, and themselves
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~—to admonish them of the vicissitudes, the tempta-
tions, the dangers, to which they may be exposed in
the untried journey of life ; and to recommend the
counsels of matured wisdom, and long experience, by
the engaging influence of the good example, which you
will exhibit, while you continue to walk with steady
steps, and cheerful hopes, in ¢ the path of the just;
which is as the shining light*’ of the morning, * shining
more and more unto the perfect day.”

Youne MeN, Let not the flower of your age; the
vigour of your faculties, be dishonored and wasted in
the indulgence of unmanly sloth—of unprofitable, dissi-
pating amusements—or of sordid, criminal, and de-
structive pleasures : But study to furnish your minds
with useful knowledge, to acquire and strengthen the
dispositions and habits of purity.and temperance, of
regularity and diligence, of generosity and economy.
« Remember your Creator and Redeemer in the days
of your youth :® Choose and pursue ¢ the ways of
wisdom, which are the only ways of pleasantness, and
peace :”’ Fulfil the obligations of every relation, which
you sustain, with respectful attention and affection;
with strict fidelity and becoming cheerfulness ; and let
your breasts glow with a laudable, ardent ambition, to
act a worthy part, and become the ornaments and bles-
sings of society, in your day. '

Let it be the concern of every one of us, in short,
that we may feel the power, and manifest the influence
of those sacred, heavenly principles of the gospel, which
will bear down every selfish, contracted disposition of
our degenerate nature, and elevate and enlarge our
hearts; in the most benevolent desires, and prompt us
to correspondegt, worthy efforts, to be as useful as pos-
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sible, in our respective spheres—to contribute some-
thing to the welfare of the civil community, with which
weare connected, and to the extension of the bounds, and
the advancement of the glory of the Redeemer’s king-
dom of grace in the world.

And by the great example of the dnshngmshed friend
and benefactor of his country, whose loss we now de-
plore ; let us all be taught and animated to cherish that
public spirit, which shone so conspicuously in him ;
and which will determine us to maintain for ourselves,
and to transmit to the generations, that shall come af-
ter us, the nalional independence, and the precious lib-
erties involved in ‘it, for which he so nobly fought—
and which he guarded with so vigilant an eye, and faith-
ful a hand,—and to exert our influence, as far as it may
extend, for preserving and supporting religion and mo-
rality, order and peace, in our land,—for promoting the
prosperity of church and state, and for aiding our fel-
low-citizens, and fellow christians, and our brethren of
mankind, generally, whom we may be able to serve, in
respect to their common and sacred, their temporal and
eternal concerns.

The father of his country no longer lives, to unite,
animate, and guide its citizens, and its armies in its de-
fence—to watch for its welfare—to plan and labeur for
its prosperity and its glory. How far its safety, or its
interests may be affected by his lamented death, we
yet know not. But when we reflect upon the existing
circumstances of our nation, deprived, as it now is, of
the presence, the talents, the counsels, the cares, the
example, the influence of its most revered and honored
citizen, its most strenuous defender, and most vigilant
and faithful guardian ,~we must surely be aware, that
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itnow demands from all, whose interests are embarked
in its cause, a more solicitous attention to its necessi-
ties—and a redoubled zeal in every patriotic effort, by
which it may be defended and benefitted. And let
those, who may be ready to apprehend, that they can
do little or nothing for the'pnblic good, be reminded,
that they can, at least, pray for it ; and that ¢ the
Lord is a God hearing prayer ;” and ¢ baving already
done great things for us,” may be ready to do still
greater things for us,—¢¢ but will yet be inquired of by
us, that he may do them for us.”

Recollecting also, that our opportunities in this
world for serving God, and our generation, according
to the will of God, and for securing the salvation and
everlasting happiness of our own souls, are very short
and precarious—let us be admonished to undertake
and ¢ to do with our might, whatever our hand findeth
to do.” '

Every instance of mortality, which we witness, or of
which we hear, is adapted, impressively, to enforce the
word of God, by which we are warned, ¢ that the
time is short.” But from the tomb of the great Wasn-
INGTON, for whom his éountry now mourns, through all
its borders—the voice of death speaks to us with more
than ordinary solemnity and emphasis— Be ye also
ready—for in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of
Man cometh.,” ¢ Insuch an hour as we think not,”
or may be least aware of his approach, the Son of Man,
¢ who hath the keys of death, and of the invisible

- world,” may come, by his dread summons, to call us

' from time to eternity; from a temporary state of ser-
vice and trial, to an everlasting state of rnghteousnesn
and unchangeable retribution.

281307
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How soon did the humane and amiable hero, yield to
the violence of unrelenting disease! How quickly did
the mighty and renowned conqueror fall, with all his
mortal honors bleoming upon him—in that war in
which there is no discharge !’ B

And must not we as certainly die? And may we
not, in like manner, die with as little previoug warning
of ourimpendihg dissolution; or by a stroke from- the
last enemy, still. more sudden and unexpected ? O let
us hasten then, in our preparation for the closing scene
of life—for that all important change of worlds to which
we are approaching, as fast as the rapid flight of time
can bear us forward ! ;

Let us look well ta ourselves, and see that our souls
are. committed in the exercise of that unfeigned fuith,
¢ which is- the gift of God, and the work of his holy-
spirit,” into the hands of that Divive, Almighty, and
most gracious Redeemer, ¢ whose is the only name un-~ -
der Heaven, given among wen, by which any can be
saved ;" and on whose atonement, righteousness, and
intercession, the most illustrious saviours of their couna
try, equally with the meanest and most abject of the-
children of men, must entirely depend, for the forgive-
ness of their sins ; for reconciliation and peace with
God; and for the attainment of that everlasting life,
which God has promised to believers, and which is to
be found only in his Son. Let us, also, be active and
diligent, < stedfast and immoveable, and more and
more abounding, in all the work apd service of the
Lord,” to which we are called, as the followers of the
great Captain of our salvation ; and let it be our most
serious concern, and care, that we may be found ever
watching for the coming of our Lord ; and waiting witlt
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a stedfast faith, with a lively hope, and with an earnest
desire, for his sovereign order to lay down our flesh in
its native earth ; and to euter, disincumbered of all the
burthens of mortality ; and completely delivered and
purified, from the power and pollution of sin, under_
which we now groan, into the full and everlasting ¢ joy
of our Lord.”

Then will the course of our pilgrimage, through this
vale of tears, close in peace ; and * having fought the
good fight, and finished the weork,” which our Lord
has appointed to be accomplished by us, on earth—and
having thus approved ourselves « faithful” in his cause
and service, * unto death, we shall receive the crown
of imunortal life, which he hath promised, and which
he will give to all who believe in, and obey him, and
who love his appearing.”” And then, in his heavenly
kingdom, ¢ washed from our sins in his blood, who
loved us, and gave himself for us ; and advanced us to
the dignity of kings and priests unto God and his fath-
er,”” we shall mourn no more for the awful desolations
of death, or under any of the lamentable effects of sin ; -
bat shall ind ¢ all tears wiped away from our eyes,”
by the kind hand of our gracious God and Redeemer ;
and ¢ beholding his face in righteousness, and satisfied
with his likeness, we shall triumph in his praise, and in
that fulness of joy which isin his presence,’ through all
the ages of a blessed eternity ! .

« Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the
only wise God and our Baviour, be honor and glory,
for ever and evers> Amex !
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REVEREND AND DEAR BROTHER,

You are now invested with the office of a minister of
Christ. In a solemn manner you are ordained and set
apart to those eminently important labours, in which
persons bearing this sacred character are called to serve
the great and blessed God in the gospel of his Son.

The services upon which you have thusentered, and
to which youarenow,by most peculiar obligations, bound
to devote your talents and your life, are in their nature
the most honorable, in their design the most benevo-
lent, and in their consequences the most interesting, of
all the employments, in which you could possibly be
engaged on earth. For to you is committed that di-
vine ministry of reconciliation, by which you are con-
stituted an ambassador for Christ, for the purposes of
proclaiming to your fellow-men and  fellow-sinners,

® Published with Dr. Mc Calla’s Sermon; deiivered on the oceasion,

at the time of its delivery.
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¢ that God is in Christ reconciling the world to himself,
and of persuading them as in Christ’s stead, to be rec-
onciled to God.”” And under Christ “ the great shep-
herd and bishop of souls,”” you are commissioned to be
a pastor in his church, and intrusted with the care of
guiding and conducting a portion of his flock in the way
of knowledge, faith, holiness and peace, to that ever-
lasting rest which remaineth for them in his heavenly
kingdom.

Surely, according to the emphatical observation of
the Apostle Paul; « If any man desire the office of a
bishop or pasior. he desireth a good work.”

The various duties of this excellent office, and the
several parts of this eminently good work have been,
we doubt not, the subjects of your own frequent seri-
ous reflections, attentive studies, and earnest prayers ;
in the view and hope of your becoming furnished with
those human qualifications, and that divine sufficiency,
which are requisite to make you * an able minister of
the New Testament, not of the letter but of the spirit.”
But though you may have heretofore well known and
considered all that shall be now suggested on these im-
portant subjects ; yet on the present solemn occasion,
it may be useful in the way of a special charge, (the
delivering of which has been devolved upon me) to re-
call to your remembrance, some of those things which
must be the objects of primary attention with you, if
you would, through grace, approve yourself a good and
faithful servant of the Lord Jesus Christ, in the sacred
ministerial work to which you are now ordained.

Whoever would raise a firm and durable structure,
must be careful to lay a solid and good foundation.
The minister who would rationally hope to preach
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Christ and his gospel with any considerable good effect
to others, must have been him{self_" divinely enlightened
and led toknow and receive the Lord Jesus Christ, as
his own Saviour ; and must bave found the gospel, ac-
cqmpanied with the agency of the Spirit of grace,-made
¢« the power of God to his own sajvation.”” Connected
_ with this ‘experimental, saving knowledge of the Re-
deemer, and of the truth and grace of his gospel, strong
~ intellectual powers, cultivated by a liberal education,
are certainly of great importance to a christian miuister ;
and through a sanctifying blessing, may be eminently
‘subserwent to his reputation and usefulness. But des-
tltute of this experlence, which is essential to the be-
ing of a christian, no natural abilities, nor acquired ac-
complishments, however valuable and ornamental in
themselves, can warrant his takmg the ministerial office
upon him, or authorize him to hope for acceptance with
God, or much success in the labours of it, among his
fellow-men.
Allow me, however, to remind you, that whatever be
~the degree of this experience to which you have al-
ready attained ; still as a chrisfian consulting your own
_establishment and comfort, and especially as a minister
of Christ, called to be. a stated teacher and helper of
others, in the concerns of their salvation, 1t becomes
you to be careful, that you may « grow in grace, and
in the knowledge of your Fiord and Savionr Jesus
Christ.”* In this way you will find your calling and
election made more comfortably sure to your own sonl;
-and with your increasing knowledge of Christ, and ex-
perience of his grace, you will feel the love of Ghrist
constraining you with a more tender compassion, affec-

tionate desire, and fervent zeal, to labour that you may
' 14
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bring others to a sav mg acquajntance with him, and te
a more clear, comfortable, and practical unders!andmg
of that well-ordered, sure, and ev erlasting covenant of
which he’is the blessed Mediator, and which, in all its
rich and glm‘-ious provisions, and great and precious
promises, is fitted to be all the salvation and all the de-
sire of those who are included in it. -

‘Butas 1 address you at present, chiefly under your
'pnbhc character, as a mlmster of Christ, I take leave,
in this vijew, now to exhort you in the words of the
Apostle Paul, in his solemn charge to the pastors of the
church of presus “ take beed to yourself, and to all
the flock over which the Holy Ghost bath made you
.overseer, or bishop,” (a name, or title, expressive of the
office of every pastor of the church) ¢ to feed the
church of God, which he hath purchased with his own
blood.” :

In allusnon to the special or prmcrpal business’ of a
common shepherd, which is to feed the flock commit- ‘
ted into his hands, you are here reminded, that your
great care as a spmmal shepherd, or pastor, must be to
feed the flock of Christ, with the charge of whrch( you
are intrusted. And you are to remember, that the dis-
charge of 1his trust eminently consists in a judicious
and fanhful preaching of the word of God, which is the
proper food of souls, the great instrumental means of
their epmlual life, and growth in knowledge, grace, ho-
liness, u~efu|ne§§, and mmeetness for the inheritance of
the saints in light. The word of God, therefore, you
must be careful to dl%pense in soch a manner, that you
may give a stitable portion of his spiritual meat, to
every one in due season ; and that you may be able to
say, with a good conscience, that ¢ you have not’ in



A CHARGE. 107

tentionally  shunned to declare to your hearers, the
. whole counsel of God, and have kept back nothing that
might be profitable - to them.” Considering, that as a
minister of the gospel, * a dispensation of the word is
committed to _yod,” ¢ take beed to the doctiine” which
you preach, that it be * the truth asit is in Jesus,” and
that ¢ the word of truth be rightly divided,” and dis-
tinctly, prudently, and faithfully applied to the various
cases of the different classes of your hearers.

"There-is no trath in divine rev elition that requires
the obedience of the heart, or respects the regulation
of the life, which may hot be preached in its season,
with propriety and advantage. In tke course of your
ministry, it may be profitable to your hearers, not only
toillustrate and enforce the eminently great and weighty
matters of the law and the gospel, which more immedi-
ately affect the salvation of tbe soul ; but to explain
and recommend whatever is decent and beautiful, love-
ly and praiseworthy, ornamental and attractive, in tem,
per, conversation and conduct. But the fundamental
truths of the gospel, and the essential leading duties of
sobriety, righteousness and godliness, must be ever the
principal “subjects of your discourses; the subjects
which you evidently keep mainly in view, and on which
you mont frequently and copiously dwell.

The doctrines which teach, the subsistence of three
co-equal persons in the one adorable Godhead ; the
creation of man in the moral image of hls Maker ; the
universal corruption of human nature, by the fransgres-
sion and fall of our first parents, and the subjection of
the whole human race, according to the righteous sen-
tence of the divine law, to death, spiritual, temporal
and eternal, because ‘all have sinred and cowe short of
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the glory of God ; the election of a cerlain number of
mankind, according to the sovereign, free and everlast-
ing love and mercy of God, to salvation and eternal life
in Christ the Redeemer and head of the church ; the
union of the divine and human natures in the person of
Jesus Christ ; the satisfactory atonement made by his
death, to the law and justice of God for human guilt,
the forgiveness of sins, and the justification of sin-
ners with God, solely through the merits of his precious
blood, and perfect righteousness ; the necessity of the
agency of the Spirit of God, to work in the soul, an un-
feigned saving faith in Christ the Redeemer, and to pro-
duce in our fallen depraved nature, that great moral
change, which is called regeneration and a new-creation,
and without ‘which none can enter into, or see the king-
dom of God ; the certain perseverance and assured
preservatlon of all who truly believe in Christ, and are
bol;a oﬁ the Splr‘it in the course of an acceptable obe-
dwnée to the gospel by the power of God, through
faith, to that full and everlasting salvation which is
ready to be revealed at the last day ; and the resurrec-
tion of the badies of all the dead, at the end of the world,
preparatory to the solemnities of the great day of judg-
ment, when the whole race of mankind shallappear before
the judgment seat of Christ, that every one may give an
account of himself to God, and receive according to
what he llas done, whether it be good or bad ; that in
‘soul and body the wicked, who have not known God, nor
obex ‘the gospel of Jesus Christ, may. be punished
Ik everlastmg destruction from the presence of
'd" and the glory of his poWer, and that the
4 s who, bemg _;ushﬁed by faith in Christ, have -
Futored to peace with God, and followed after
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that holiness without which none can see the Lord, may
be received with the honors of a public triumph to the
inheritance of immortal life, and unfading glory, in the
presence and enjoyment of God, reserved for them in
heaven. These are the truths which lie at the founda-
tion of christianity, and form the distinguishing glory of
the gospel. And it is the faithful preaching of these
truths, upon which the gracious Head of the church,
has promised to command his blessing, and which he
makes effectual, by the co-operation of his Spirit, tothe
conviction and conversion of sinners, and the edification
and consolation of believers. These therefore you
must study to exhibit in their proper importance, con-
nexion and consequences, and to represent in the clear-
est light and the most forcible mapner, within your
power, if you would hope for-any measure of desirable
success in your ministry. ‘

As a preacher of the gospel, it must,in a word, be
your aim and- determination, ¢ to know nothing among
your hearers, save Jesus Christ and him crucified.”
All your reading and studies, and your intercourse
among thore with whom you associate and converse,
should be so managed as to be made subservient to the
great design of qualifying and engaging you to preach
more instructively and persuasively, a crucified Re~
deemer. o .

_ The advantages which you derive from a liberal ed-
ucation ; from a command of valuable books, the worksg,
of the learned, the ingenious, and the pious ; from ¢1er
society of those whose minds and manners are h™ all:
cultivated and improved, and from your acqua®ich he
with tlfe circumstances of such as remain in ¢ €'Satjon,
comparative ignorance and rudeness, will be @Rend his
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consecrated to their proper use, when they are employ-
ed to the purposes of preparing and leadiug you-to ree-
ommend more effectually, the Lord Jesus Christ, as
the only hope and all-sufficient Saviour of sinners, and
to display more fully and forcibly, his glory and his
grace, and the necessit ¥, importance and use of all his
mediatorial offices and works : In order to convince
sinners of their need of an interest in kim, to encourage
awakened souls to apply to him, and to trust in him,
_ and to establish and build up believers in their most ho-
ly.faith, to animate their diligence and zeal in the dis-
"charge of their duty, and to increase their peace and
joy in the hope and prospect of their being.in due time:
received to himself, that they may be forever with him,
beholding and enjoying his glory.

Thus you are to preach the word, and Christ in it,
in season and out of season ; in the stated times for the
exercise of your ministry, and on particular occasions,

“wheaeyer and wherever the .providence of God may
call you to improve them, for that purpose. And thus
you are to preach, not only in the pulpit, or in public;
but from bouse to.house, embracing the occasioh of or-
dinary visits, and every fair opportunity, fonintroduc-
ing the truths of the gospel, and the concerns of religion,
as the subjects of your familiar conversation.

+» In this way you will find some advantages beyond
what the pulpit ordinarily affords, for speaking of the

- othings which belong to the peace, and concern the sal-

obe’:éon of the soul, in such a manner as-to gain the atten--
and impress the hearts of the individuals with
with al

the Lor dvou converse ; and especially of children and

>rsons, the afflicted, the awakened, .the doubt-
~mpted, and the mourners in-Zion. Il this

x
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way also you will encourage such to come more readily
to you, and comarunicate to you with greater freedom
and confidence, their difficulties and discouragements,
theic comforts and hopes, or the views and exercises of
their souls, whatever they may be. And thus, while
- you share with them the peculiarly refined and exalted
satisfactions, which are experienced by those who take
sweet counsel together, on the most interesting sub-
Jjects, the subjects which concern the everlasting wel-
fare of the soul ; you may at the same time acquire such
a particular knowledge of the state and circumstances
of your flock, as will furnish you with many useful ma-
terials for your public discourses, by which they may
be more abuudantly enriched, with suitable and seasop-
able instruction, admonition, encouragement and conso-
lation. o o, ‘ '

It is also in your intercourse with others that you
may advantageously exhihit a good example of the sal-
utary and bappy. influence of the gospel which you
preach. And while you ¢ give attendance to reading,
meditation and study, to doctrine, exhortation,” and

~ every part of your miaistry, remember your obligations
¢ to be an example,”” which believers may safely follow,
“ in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith,
in purity of manners, and holiness of life.”” A cenduct
remarkably inconsistent with, and contradictory to the
.principles and rules of, the gospel, in a preacher of it,
will scarcely fail to prejudice many against the truth,
and confirm and harden them in iniquity, and to render
his best preaching in a great measure ineffectual to all :
while the proper fruits of the sound doctrine which he
teaches, manifested in his own life and conversation,
will have & most favourable tendency to recommend his
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instructions and -exhortations, to the attention, appro-
bation, and observance of his hearers. Let the consid-
eration of these things then, be ever present to your
mind, and have a determining weight with you, to en-
gage you to exemplify, in the dispositions and virtues,
which form and adorn the christian character, the holy
gospel which you preach: so that by the foreible influ-
ence of instruction and example‘. united, you may be
the more successful in your eandeavours to enlighten
and lead others, in the way -of righteousness and salva-
tion, - : v ' ‘ .
But remembering, that unless the Liord work with you
and by you, all that you can say or do, will be wholly
ineffectual to the purpose of saving those who hear
you, cease not to seek the assistance and blessing of
. God, by humble and earnest prayer. By this, in a
particular manner, you are to keep upa lively commu-
nion between God and your own soul ; and by this you
. are to ask, that you may receive of the great Father of
lights, the Author of every good and perfect gift, an in-
crease of light and grace, of knowledge and wisdom, of
resolution and strength, for your private studies, your
public ministrations, and all your christian and ministe-
rial work, and that co-operation of the Spirit of grace
with all your labours, which alone can crown them with
desirable success. Watch therefore unto prayer, and
be instant in this peculiarly important and. profitable
devotional exercise ; and thus commend yourself, your
work, your people, the whole church of Christ, and
your fellow-men throughont the whole world, to the
mercy and grace of God, who heareth prayer ; and be
assured that while he inclines and prepares your heart
to pray, he will be found ready to hear, and to do for
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you, and those for whom you pray, exceeding abum-
dautly above all that you can ask or think.

Intimately connected with, and subservient to the
design of preaching the word, is the maintenance of
that discipline which the great Head of the church has
instituted for its benefit ; for the preservation of its
purity and order, and the promotion of its peace and
prosperity. This then you should endeavour to exer-
cise, with the concurrence of the church, in such a man-
ner as may manifest a becoming attention and solicitude,
to distinguish between the precious and the vile, in the
admission of persons to sealing ordinances ; and in pro-
ceeding according to the rule of the gospel, against
~ such members of the church, as may become guilty of
" gross ‘and scandalous offences, tending to bring a re-
proach upon the sacred society with which they are
connected.

If this spiritual power with which the church in con-
junction with its pastors is invested, were employgd
with becoming fidelity, impartiality, prudence and ten-
derness, it might well be expected, through a divine
blessing, to be productive,'of very important and desir-
able effects, in establishing the reputation, and advanc- .
‘ing the interests of the church. -

Allow me further to recommend to you the cultiva-
tion and expression of that charitable and catholic spir-
it, which is most consonant to the genius of the gospel,
and will have the happiest tendency to render your
services, as' a minister of the word, more extensively
acceptable and useful, - '

To such a spirit, the authors and advocates of modern
systems of infidel philosophy, make high pretensions.

But their boasted liberality, is manifestly nothing better
15
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than a spirit of indifference to whatever bears the name
of religion, excepling only the religion of the Bible.
As this is the only system which can claim a heavenly
original, and is sanctioned with the stamp of divine au-
thority, while it is framed in all its principles, to give
glory to God, and to humble the pride of fallen man, and
to restrain and correct those vicious propensities of our
corropt pature, which the disciples of infidelity and li-
bertinisin are determined to cherish, and for the grati-
fication of whichethey incessantly plead ; their charity
utterly fails them, in their treatment of this religion,
and they find it-difficult, if they at all attempt, to dis-
guise the spirit of determined and bitter hostility
against it, by which they are actvated. Hence it re-
sults, that however indulgent they may be to the er-
rors, follies and vices, of all who are strangers to divine
revelation, or who reject the religion which the Scrip-
tures teach ; yet, in the impious ridicule, the malicious
scorn and reproaches, and the various illiberal abuse,
by which they attempt to expose to contempt and ha--
tred, the distingnishing doctrines of the gospel, and the
character or principles of its worthiest and best pro-
. fessors and defenders, they evidently discover a per-
verse, prejndiced, overbearing, revengeful, persecuting
temper of mind. ’

It must indeed be acknowledged, and it is greatly to
be lamented, that too much of a like unworthy temper,
bas been manifested by many of the professors of
christianity, in oppositien to those, whose opinions and
practices, have in some particular points differed from
their own. This, however, when it does not proceed
from a heart destitute of a saving experience of the
power pf the religion which. they profess, and wholly
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wnder the dominion of the spirit of the world, must be
ascribed to the deficiency of their knowledge of its prin-
ciples, and the remaining strength of those passigns,
which belong to the fallen, depraved nature of man, and
which are never wholly eradicated from the breasts of
- christians in the present state of imperfection. Hence
we find that as spiritual light and sanctifying grace pre-
vail in the heart, and as christians come to know each
other better, and to understand more fully their obli-
gations % to-dwell together in unity as brethren,” and to
endeavour  to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of
peace,” they manifest more and more of the genuine
christian temper. This, as it is the fruit of the Spirit
of God who is Love, and formed on the principles of
the gospel, in which God proclaims through his Son
Jesus Christ, peace on earth and good-will towards
men, breaths the most generous charity to mankind in
general, and the most tender and fervent brotherly
kindoess, to * the saints and faithful brethren in_
Christ.” It prompts christians ardently to desire that
the whole world, if it might be the will of God, should
be brought to the knowledge and experience of the
grace and love of God in Christ Jesus; and it rejoices
particularly in promoting the spiritual lmprovement,
peace and prosperity, and the temporal and eternal wel-
fare and happiness of all who believe in bim. It dis-
tinguishes indeed between truth and error, between de-
votion and superstition, between pure and holy zeal,
and wild and mischievous enthusiasm ; and it is dispos;
ed to “ contend earnestly for the faith once delivered
to the saints,” and to expose the falacious arts and
wicked efforts of those who would destroy the founda-
tion, or mar and deface the symmetry and beauty of
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the christian system. But where it perceives the fun-
damental articles of the christian faith embraced, and
maintained ina correspondent conduct (and this it will
discern in the professors of the gospel, of - various de-
nominations) it will shew a kind forbearance towards
such, in matters wherein a difference of opinions may
be maintained consistently with a good conscience, and
an upright practice ; it will seek communion with them
in every way in which it can be conveniently, com-
fortably and profitably enjoyed; and it will be ready
and forward, not only to receive frem them, but to ren-
der to them every office of christian love and friend-
ship. This i$ a spirit eminently recommended and en-
forced by the gospel of Christ, and worthy of those
who bear the name of that most benevolent and gener-
ous friend and Saviour of men; and it should shine with
a superiour lustre in his ministers, who are particularly
called, after his example, ¢ to shew compassion to the
ignorant, and to them that are out of the way,” to bear

- with, and condescend to the mﬁrmltles of the. weak,
and the prejudices of misinformed and contracted
minds, and to love all that love the Lord Jesus Christ
in sincerity, and in love, to embrace and serve all who
are of the household of faith, by whatever name . they
may be known and distinguished in the world.

In this view of your work, and of the manner in which
itis to be performed, it willno doubt appear to you
to Be in many respects, no less arduous and difficult,
than it is honorable and important.

‘When you consider how solemn and weighty is the
charge of immortal souls with which you are intrusted,
¢ and the necessity which is laid upon you to -preach
the gospel” plainly, fully, and faithfully ; and yet how
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difficult a task it will often be found to adapt your dis-
courses to the various cases of your hearers,in sucha
manner as may best serve to warn ' the wicked, to
awaken the secure, to shake the false hope of the hy-
pocrites, to reclaim and restore the backsliding chris-
tian, to establish weak believers, fo point out the way
of escape to the tempted, and to pour the oil of joy into
the broken and disconsolate hearts of the mourners in
Zion: when you consider also the various opposition
and obstacles which may be expected in the execution
of your office, from the great adversary of the church,
whose kingdom of darkness is disturbed and endanger-
ed by every well-designed and directed ‘effort, to res-
cue from his 'powe_r ¢¢ those who are- taken in his énares,”
and from the perverseness and obstinacy of fallen men,
who naturally lqve darkness rather than light, and are
disposed to relinquish the treasures and the joys of
heaven, rather than abandon the pursuits, the gains,
and the pleasures of sin; and yet how inadequate are
your wisdom, courage, and abilities, for successfully
meeting and encountering the difficulties with which
you have ta contend : when you seriously consider in
these,pbints‘of view, the nature of your sacred office ;
the special qualifications which it demands, and the
peculiar trials connected with it ; it may well be ex-
pected that you will feel yourself constrained to say

- with the Apostle « who is sufficient for these things ?”’

The consideration of these things is indeed “well
adapted to promote that humble and dependent frame
of spirit, which is one of the most ornamental and valua-
ble qualifications, in the highest officers, as well as in the
lowest subjécts of the kingdom of Christ. But if you
are undertaking the work before you on properly pure
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and disinterested principles, with an upright aim, and
sincere desire to advauce the interests and glory of
your blessed Liord in the prowmotion of the salvation of
the souls of your fellow-men, for which he laboured,
suffered and died, and with a becoming concern to shew
yourself in all respects, .an approved workman that
need not be ashamed, a good and faithful servant that
‘may appear with ¢anfidence and joy when you shall be
called to give up an account of your\siewardsbip te
your Liord and Master, in the day of final judgment;
you are then so far from having reason to be discour-
aged, that you have every consideration which you
could well desire, to animate your resolutions, and to
engage you to persevering constancy in your labours.
You have the special promise of your gracious Lord,
from whom you have received your commission, ¢ that
- he will be ever with you,” to guide and assist you, « to -
make his grace sufficient for you, and his strength per-
fect in your weakness,”” so as to enable you acceptably
to perform all the serviges to which he calls you, and
sustain all the trials which he appoints to you. You
will have the favouring contenance and helping prayers
of all who love Zion and seek her good. You will
have the pleasing enlivening testimony of a good con-
science, that you are engaged and labouring in the
cause of heaven, for the advancement of the greatest
and best, even the spiritual and immortal interests of
mankind. - You will probably have the high satisfac-
tion of perceiving the gospel which you preach, though
it may pot profit all your hearers, in consequence of
the inattention and unbelief of some, yet made the pow-
er of God to the salvation of a precious number of them,
through their faith in its doctrines and in the Savieur
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whom it reveals and offers; with respect to whom you
may greatly ¢ rejoice in the reflection that you bave
not laboured with them in vain,” and in the prospect,
the cheering, transporting prospect of meeting them as
“your jov and the crown of your rejoicing in the pres- -
ence of the Lord Jesus Christ, at his coming.” And -
having through grace approved yourself a faithful pas-
torin the charge of the flock committed to your care, °
¢ when the chief Shepherd shall appear, you wﬂl re-
ceive a erown of glory that fadeth not away.” *

. Wherefore, my beloved brother, think of these things ;
¢ and he thon stedfast, inmovable, and always ahound-
ing in the work and service of the Lord,” to which you
are called as a christian and as a minister of the gospel,
¢ forasmuch as van know that your labour is not in
vaim in the Lord,” but is in its nature designed and
adapted o be eminently useful to others, and comforta-
ble to yourself, and if faithfully performed, shall be
recompensed, through the riches of divine grace, with
distinguished honors and joys, inconceivably great and
ever growing, in the heavenly and everlasting kingdom
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. '

To you, the people of this congregation T now tura
my address in the hope that a few observations relative to
your situation and your duty, will be heard with atten-
tion and candor, and with some zood effect, on this sol-
emn and tender occasion, in which you are-so deeply

inferested..

How desnrable and pleasing, my dear brethren, are
yonr present circumstances and - " prospects, rompared
with what they were at a perlnd not long past ?

From a state of long continned and almost hopeless

- deselation, this house of your holy solem#ffities has beex
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rebuilt and prepared for your comfortable accommo-
dation, in attending upon the public worship of God.
From a very low and destitate condition, in which you
were féw in number, and ¢ scattered as sheep without
a shepherd,” you have risen and grown into a respect-
able organized rehgmus society, with an eneouraging
prospect of receiving farther additions to your commu-
nity, and to your means for maintaining and perpetuat-
ing the hlessings of the gospel ministry among you.
After persevering for several years, in your laudable
endeavours, notwithstanding some discouraging disap-
pointments, to secure to yourselves these inestimable
blessings, you are now at Ienzth happlly united in the
_ choice of a pastor, who has been this day solemnly or-
dained to the ministry of the gospel, with a view to his
exercising it among you, and whose highest ambition
and joy, we trust, will be to spend and be spent in the
service of his Lord, for the salvation of youi-\souls. In
these respects surely you have been highly favoured
< through the good hand of your God upon you.”
The providence of God which effected this happy
" change in your situation, has been in some respects as
remarkably striking, as it has been to you peculiarly
gracious and merciful. * The Lord hath -indeed done
~ great things for you, whereof you are glad,” and on ac-
count of which all the friends of Zion, who have been
acqirninted"with your affairs, and who lately sympathiz-.
ed with you'in your destitute circumstances, now re-
joice with you, and cheerfully unite their greatful ac-
‘knowledgements with yours to the God of your mer-
cies, who has most kindly restored to you the enjoy-
ment of those preclons gospel prmleges of which you
were 50 long depnved « Not unto yourselves, not
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tnto yourselves, but unto the Lord, let all the praise
and glory be given for his mercy and his truth’s sake.”
For it was He who put it into your hearts to undertake
what you have thus done for the honor of his name,
the advancement of his cause, and the promotion of
your own best and everlasting interests. It is He, who
has supported you under all the discouraging circum-
stances and appearances which you had to encounter,
who has furnished you with much unexpected assist-
ance in the good work in which you engaged, and has
answered your prayers and succeeded your efforts,
probably beyond the utmest extent of your first hopes.

Thus highly favoured with those stated gospel min-
istrations and ordinances which you so long wanted,
and so much desired, let your gratitude, to the gracious
Author of them, be now manifested in your care to im-
prove them with fidelity, and 4n your prayers that they
may be divinely and abundantly blessed to you !

As yourpastor is under1he most solemn and sacred en-
gagements to devote his time and his talents to the ser-
vice of your souls ; so we are persuaded, from the liberal
things which you have already devised and done, that
you will remember and feel the obligations which the
gospel lays upon you, to make such provision, accord-
ing to the means in your power, for his temporal wants
and comfort, as will give him the command of his time,
-and leave him at liberty for ¢ serving the Lord without
distraction,” in his studies and his labours; to promote
your everlasting salvation.

Is it his indispensable duty ¢ te take heed to the min-
istry which he has received in the Liord, that he~ may
folfil it 2 .. Surely then you are no less bound to at-

tend his ministrations with as much regularity and cony
16
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stancy as may be within your power, and to concer with
and aid him in all proper measures for maintaining
that church order which constitutes an eminent part of
the strength, the beauty and the honor of every christian
society., While he is allowed the satisfaction of wit-
nessing such a worthy and honorable conduct in yot:v H
how greatly will his heart be encouraged, and his hands
strengthened in every part of this arduous work !

Whetherindeed you willattentively hear the word of God '
at his mouth or not, whether yon will reverence or dis-
regard the institutions of the gospel ; he must endeavour
to deliver his own soul, in the faithful discharge of the
duties of ¢ a watchman to you, in teaching, exbhorting,
warning, reproving, and rebuking with all authority”
and impartiality, as well as with all gentleness and long
suffering ; so that if the wicked arnd disobedient will not
be admonished, and engaged to turn from their wicked-
pess and wicked ways, and seek and secure the life and
salvation of their souls, but persist in their iniquities,
¢ and die in their sins, their blood may not be required
at his bands, but remain upon their own heads.” But
with what grief and heaviness of heart must your pas-
tor think of his Lord and Master being thus despised,
through such a neglect of his word and ordinances ! |
'And how greatly will the burden of his labours be aug- .

mented by the prospect of their proving thus fruitless
to such of you as he shall not be instrumental in saving
by them, and serving only on the other hand to aggra-
vate your guilt, and to increase the terrors of your final
condemnation, and the anguish of your everlasting mis--
ery ! Would you not be chargeable with a conduct so
unkind, o criminal, and so ruinous 3 would you wish to
afford your pastor, the greatest comfort which he can
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_ find in you ; and would you ‘manifest thatyou really
- love your ownsouls? Be admonished and entreated then,
to hear the gospel which he is appointed to preach to
you, and “ to .obey him, and to submit yourselves,” in
respect to the ministerial authority with which he is in-
vested to rule over you in spiritual tbmgs ; ¢ remem-
bermg that he watches for your souls as one that must
give an aecount, that he may do it with joy and not
with grief ; for that would'be unprofitable for you.”
-Is he concerned “ to take heed to himself as well as
to his doctrine,” that he may approve himself a wor-
thy example to the flock, of the faith, piety, and virtue
which he preaches? And does it not equally become
you to endeavour “ to be followers of him, so far as he
shall be a follower of Christ > But you are also to re-
member, that the mest upright and faithful migisters of
Christ,  are men of like passions with other men,’” and
. subject to infirmities similar to those with which the
other followers of Christ, even the worthiest and the
best, are encompassed ; while they are exposed to
some temptations and trials, peculiar to the office which
they bear, and the work in which they are employed.
- Hence they are taught humility and watchfulness, their
equal dependence with the weakest members of the
. household of faith, on the blood and righteousness and
grace of the Redeemer, for the. pardon of their daily
failings and offences, their acceptance in every duty,
and their sufficiency for all their work and warfare ; and
hence they learn to cherish a tender sympathy with
their christian brethren, and acquire, with a more ready
disposition, the wisdom and experience which are requi-
site, for strengthening and comforting them in all their

®
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conflicts and {emptations, and various discouragements
and sorrows. ‘Do not then look for perfection in the
character of your spiritual teacher and guide ; and -
when you may perceive in him 1lie common frailties of
human nature, which in the best on earth is only renew-
ed and sanctified in part, suffer them not to alienate '
your affections from him, or to operate to the prejudice

of his usefulness among you. Over such imperfections

as you will have reason to believe are disallowed and

lamented by himself, -more than by any one else who

may observe them, kind]y spread the mantle of chari-

ty ; and at the same time, study to ¢ do those things

which you may learn and receive, and hear and see in

him agreeably to the mind and gospel of Christ ;* who

is the great and only perfect pattern of all that is wise

and holy, good and lovely, ¢ and who has left us his ugp-

erring example, that we should follow his steps,” .

Is it also an eminent part of your ministers duty, to
pray for you? And shall you not feel yourselves equal-
ly bound to pray for him? The Apostles themselves,
with all the eminent gifts and graces by which they
were disﬁngxﬁshed, felt their need, and often solicited
the assistance of the prayers of the churches; that
they might find grace to be faithful and successful, in
their arduous work, and to be constant and victorious,
in all their peculiar trials and temptations. ¢ Brethren
pray for us,”’ is a request frequently repeated by the
Apostle Paul, in the name of himself and of his fellow-

_labourers in the gospel ministry : - And long observation -
ard experience, have. originated 'and sanctioned the
maxim, that ¢ a praying people make a preaching min-
ister.”’ 'The prayers of their people accordingly, all
faithful ministers highly value and earnestly desirg ;

L4
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persuaded that in answer to these, the Lord delights
to direct and assist, 1o own and to bless their labours,
the success of which lies near theit hearts, and forms
an eminent part of their bappiness. Thus to pray for
your minister then, is a debt of love which you owe to
him, who has engaged himself in the various arduous
labours of his office, to seek and pnomble your everlast-
ing interests : And in thus praying for him, you will
best shew your love to your own souls; as by your
prayers for him, you improve the meun particularly en-
joined and recommended in the word of God and hon-
ored by his blessing, for obtaining that co-operation of
the Spirit of grace, to attend the ministrations of the
gospel, without which ¢ Paul would plant, and Apollos
water’ in vain; but with which the gospel, by whatever .
instrumentality it is dispensed, may be expected to
yield its proper increase, and to bring forth in those to
whom it is preached, the desirable fruits of faith and
repentance, conversion and salvation. Wherefore
pray continually and fervently for your minister ; re-
membering that in so doing, you most effectually help
him in his work, and secure that divine blessing upon
his ministry, which will make the gospel preached by
him, « the power of God to your salvation,” and instru-
mental in building you'u'p in the christian life, and pro-
moting your preparhtion for the inheritance of the saints
in light, It becomes you indeed ¢ to pray always, with
all prayer and supplication ‘of the Spirit, for all men,
and wore especially for all saints ; and above all for
‘the ministers of the word of God, that they may open
their mouths boldly, to make known the mystery of the
gospel, that they may speak wisely and faithful-
ly as they ought to speak ; and that the word of the

{
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Lord may have free course and be glorified’’ in the
. conversion of sinners, and the edification of believers, in
every region of the earth, and among all the nations and
tribes of mankind. But you are in a very particular
manner concerned to pray, and accordingly, your fer-
vent petitions should constantly be offered up to the
God of all grace, that he may be pleased  to dwell in
this house 3s one of his chosen habitations and places of
rest ;’ that he may abundantly bless the provisions of
his grace, with which you shall here be favoured, and
satisfy his poor among you with the bread of life, and
that he may clothe your minister with righteousness
and salvation,” so that -through his instrumentality,
‘‘such may be added to the church as shall be saved,”
and the Lord’s people made to triumph with great joy
in the praises of their Saviour and their God.

In these, and in all other instances, let it be your
study and care, that you may understand what the
Lord requires of you as a people so highly favoured
with those gopesl privileges which you now enjoy; and
that through the grace of God, you may so comply with
your obligations, and improve your advantages, that
You may obtain the approbation and acceptance of the
great and gracious Head of the church ; and be the
hope and comfort of your pastor on earth, and meet him
with joy and triumph unspeakable at the right hand of
- your Redeemer and your Judge in the last day, even
in that great day, ¢ when the Lord Jesus Christ shall
be revealed from heaven, with his mighty angels, in
flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not
God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ ; who shall be punished with an everlasting de-
struction from the presence of the Lord, and the glory
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of his power ; when at the same timé he shall come to
be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them
that believe, (because the teshmohy of the gospel was
believed by them) in that day.”

¢ This charge, delivered, as before God, and the
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the
dead, at his appearing and kingdom ;” I now conclude,
with an earnest recommendation to both minister and
people, that, in the very tender, ixiteresting and impor-
tant relation, in which you are connected, you will re-
spectively endeavour to pursue that course of conduct,
which may, be most conducive fo your mutual benefit
and comfort, stndymg particularly the things that
make for peace,”” and cultivating that union of hearts,
and that harmony of views, dispositions, and measures,
which will be among the best means for securing your
stability, growth, and prosperity. Then may you rest
assured ¢ that the God of love and peace, will be with
you and bless you and keep you,”” during the term of
service and discipline allotted to you in the church on
earth ; and finally admit you to ¢ the society of. the
spirits of the just made perfect, and to the general as-
sembly and church of the first-born, which are written
in héaven ;”” where all the Lord’s people shall appear
in the dignity and lustre becoming those ¢ whom the
Son of God has loved, and washed from their sinsfin his
blood, and made kings and priests to his God and his
Father ;° and where ¢ they who have been wise and
faithful in their designs and labours to win souls to
Christ and salvation, shall shine as the brightness of
the firmament, and they who have been successful in
turning many to righteousness, shall shine as stars of
the first magnitude and splendour for ever and ever.”
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« Now the God of peace, that brought again frow
the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of
the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting cove-
nant, make you perfect in every good work, working in
you that which is well pleasing in his sight, through
Jesus Chrigt.” <« And unto him who is able to doex-
ceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that worketh in us, and who
will be found as faithful as-be is able to keep his ser-
vants .and people from falling, and to present them
" faultless befoie the presence of bis glory with exceed-
ing joy ; to the only wise God our Saviour be glory
and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever.”
AMEN. ' - ‘
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ORPHAN-HOUSE, oCT.18th, 1799,
Dear Sir,

The Commissioners of the Orphan-House feel themselves obligated
to you, for the very clegant and well adapted discourse, this day deliv-
ered at this house, for the benefit of the Institution.

That the advantages to be derived from it, may nut be confined to those
only, who had the pleasure of hearing it, but be more generally diffus-
ed ; I am directed by the Board of Commissioners, to reqnest a copy of
it, with your permission to print the same.

With respect and esteem, I am Sir,

Your obedient servant,
. " ). B. HOLMES, Chairman. Com.
REV. DR. KEITH. ’

N. B. The copy of this Address was prepared for the press by the
Author ;- bat now appears in pript for the first time. EpiTox.



ADDRESS.

an Tnstitution, whose. tenth Anniversary we this -
day celebrate, is certainly well entitled to all the atten-
tion and favour with which it has been hitherto distin-
guished. Dedicated to the relief of ope of the most in-
- teresting classes of the children of adversity, and em-
bracing the objects of a most liberal and enlarged poli-
cy, as well as philanthropy, it justly claims the warm-
est patronage of the public,and must unite in its favour
the hearts of all among us, who are disposed * to weep
-with them that weep ;”* and are solicitous to turn their
days of sorrow and mourning, into days of peace and
joy-
To provnde an hospatable refuge to a number of our
‘young fellow-mortals, who might have long lived desti-
. tute-and friendless, or have fallen wretched and forlorn
victims to a premature death ; to rescue them from the
complicated evils, generally counected with ignorance
and idleness, in a state of extreme poverty ; to furnish
them with a comfortable subsistence in the years of
their “helpless childhood ; and to prepare them, by a
seasonable education in the elements of the most nec-
essary knowledge, and by the early acquisition of a
most useful habit of industry, for sharing the happiness,
and increasing the strength dnd prosperity of the com-
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munity to which they belong ; how generous the- de-
sign, how exalted and extensive ‘the charity ; how de-
serving, not only of the good wishes of the benevolent,
but of thé zealous exertions, and liberal aid of all, in the
power of whose hand it may be, to contribute to its
support, and the advancement of its usefulness.

Every return of this Anniversary,. unavoidably
awakens the pleasing recollection of the origin and pro-
gress of this great and. beneficent undertakmg On the
present interesting occasion, we naturally recal to grate-
ful remembrance, the enlarged and active benevolence
of those who formed and matured the plan of this no-
ble Asylum'; the continved generosity of those whose
free-will offerings bave been, from time to time, pre-
sented in aid of ihe funds, which the freasury of our
city ‘has been hitherto able to afford ; and the unremit-
ting zeal and exertions of those, who, in the honorable
station of members of our city council, and of those, who
under their direction, holding the important commission
ofthe special guardians of this Institution, have faithfully
watched over its interests, and assiduously pursued the
best practicdble measures for -promoting its. proapenty

and usefulness.

To pay the due tribute of lmnor to-the wortby au-
thors and benefactors of so valuable an Institution,
would be to me a pleasing part of this Address. But
the refined feelings, which have prompted the truly be-
nevolent to these generous deeds, will, doubtless, be

“much more agreeably gratified, if I shall be able to sug-
gest any thing; that may be mare directly conducive to
" the further advancement of the same good werk ; than
théy would be in hearing the best.eulogies which I
could offer, reminding them. of what they have alrendy

s0 worthily done.
e e
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- ‘Now, a8 itiis from the more wealthy members of tive
‘Community, that-an ‘Asyluar, provided for the: children
‘of want and adversity, must be expected to derive its
‘principal support, and the means of diffusing more ex-
tenswclyﬂts benefits ; ‘and ‘as the leading desugn of our
_present attendance here, is to' pour a ‘meaaure of the
‘boutity of Heaven, of which we respectivelypartake, into
this excellent fountain of charity, that its sweet and re-
freshing streams, instead of failing or running lower, may
‘Bow without interruption, and ‘with more copious sup-
‘plies to those who needl them': I have thought that
your reflections, may be turned inito a'direction favoura-
‘ble to the acconiplishorent of ‘the great object now in
view, by a few obsérvations, ‘intended -

T point out some of the most important and valusble
purposes, to which riches may be‘improved ; and

“To remind you of some of ‘the principal considera-
tions or motives, by which such animprovement of them
is most persuasively recommended.

‘Among the persons whom 1 contemplate as the pos
gessors of riches, I'include those, whose resources are
more than adequate ‘to the supply of their real wants,
and to' their conifortable aceommodation in that station,

“which they hold in society. Those, who on the solid
ground of justice and-honor, ‘possess a‘larger share of
property, than will siffiee; in the éxercise of an econémy,
equally remote from mean 'parsimony, and afoolish, os-
tentatious, 'prodigality, :to - mainfain-a:style of living,
corresporident to the rank and ' employment which Di-
vine Providence has allotted to them, may be fairly ar-
ranged in the class of the rich. " For in this class there
‘are many grades, ‘commencing with these who enjoy
something more’ than areal compe(encc, and asceudmg
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to 'th(;se, who, in the enjoyment of an affluent portion

of worldly goods, may be denominated.opulent. And -

proportioned to the measure of riches, whick they pos-
sess, are the 'obligaﬁons by which they ‘are bound to
improve them, to the most useful purposel.whxch can
be accomplished by them. .
To two only of these I wean to -confine my present
views. :
- The firat relates to that superior cnltlvation of the
‘mind, which is reasonably expected of those who are
blessed with the advantages; which riches afford for the
accomplishment of this desirable object.

It is by the powers of the mind, that men are chiefly
distinguished from the irrational animals, and menifest
thenfselves to be more nearly and honorably related to
the great Father of spirits. In this view of man, the
light of nature, led some of the ancient Heathen poets
and ‘moraliéts, to speak of him, as in a peculiar sense, the
offspring of the Deity. And in the light of Divine rev-

elation, the Almighty is represented as conferring a
special favour, and distingnishing mark of honor on men,
when, ¢ through his inspiration, he giveth them under-
-standing,” by which they are made capable of know-
ing more than the beasts of the earth, and becommg
wiser than the fowls of Heaven. «

But like the wondrous little seed, from which arises
the noblest plant or tree, that is presented to our view,
this precious gift of Heaven, this rational understand-
ing bestowed upon man by his beneficent Creator, inits
beginning, and its earliest operations, is spparently
small, and almost imperceptible ; but gradually unfolds

its powers, and in time displays a. degree of strength

and comprehension astonishingly great:. In another
- wiew, also, like many of the most beautiful and valuable

’

L4
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productions in the vegetable creation, it requires to be
cultivated with the greatest attention and care ; and its
growth and improvement, may usually be expected to
appear, in a just proportion to the proper cultivation
which it receives. '

This attention to the cultivation of the human mind,
which seems to be capable of receiving improvement,
still new, and ever increasing, through all the periods
of its immortal existence, was no doubt, a primary part
of the delightful employment of mmun, in his primitive
state of innocence, which he was to pursue in connexion

“with the pleasing business of dressing and keeping the
terrestrial paradise, in which he was placed. But since
the deep injury which our nature has suffered in its in-
tellectual powers, as well as in its moral dispositions,
by the lamentable fall of man into his present state of
depravity, and various misery and ruin; the kabour of
acquiring any high degree of that improvement, of
which the human mind remains still susceptible, has be-
come as much more arduous, as it is now more necessa-
ry. In the present shattered state of our fallen nature,
the mind of man is found like a fine painting, or statue,
deeply buried, and greatly defaced, under the ruins of
a magnificent city, that has been overthrown by some
awful volcanic eruption, or by the more destructive
shock of a tremendous earthquake. To open its way
to the bright regions of knowledge, through the dark
and thick shades of ignorance, with which it is covered ;
to raise it from the low pursuits of sensual pleasure, of
sordid-avarice, of noisy, vain and mischievous ambition,
towards which it is now bent by its strongest natural
propensities, to the nobler exercises of investigating
truth, of discovering or applying the principles of use-
ful scienee ; and of contemplating, in the works of Crea-
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tion, the glory of the adorable Creator, in whom all

perfechons centre, and who is the infinite source of all

that is :good, excellent, and lovely, throughout the

boundless extent of the universe : this is truly an ardu-

ous undertaking, and demands the most attentive appli-

cation, and long continued labours. They who would

successfully pursue it to any considerable extent, must

generally be able to command much time, free from the

anxious care of providing the necessary supplies of life ;

an extensive collection of well-chosen books ; and an’
easy intercourse with the learned, the i mgemous, and’
the wise.

Now these are the advantages which riches are par-
ticularly adapted to secure ; and if these advantages
were duly appreciated, and improved by those who en-
joy them, to what advances in ornamental and useful
knowledge might they not attain ? '

- According to the different degrees and propensmes
of genius, capacity, and taste, which they possess;
they might, with a philosophic eye, explore the various
departments of the terrestrial creation, where new won-
ders of Divine wisdom and beneficence, are exhibited,
in every object from the greatest to the most minute ;
and from this inferior globe, they might ascend,

¢ to walk the skies,
Where from yon arch, that infinite of space
‘With infinite of lucid orbs replete ;
"~ 'Which set the living firmament on fire
At the first glanee, in such an averwhelm
Of wonderful, on man’s aptonish’d sight
Rushes Omnipotenee ;”

adapted to fill the soul with sentiments of the mast pro-

found adoration, and to raise it iin atrains of the most
elevated praise, to « Him, by the word of whese mouth
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the heavens, and all the host of them were made, who
spake and it was done ; who commanded and it stood
fast.” - :

- Or, studying the consiitution of their own nature,
and tracing the springs of human actions, and the influ- -
ence of the various relations in which men are connect-
ed with each other } and following in these researches,
with becomlng humility and reverence, the guidance of
the inspired word of God, which he has given us, to'be
as'a lamp to our feet, and a light to our path ; they
might, as legislaters, or magistrates ; or as moralists
and philanthropists, - in a more privale and less
torbulent sphere, employ their enlarged knowledge of
man and of the world, in framing or improving systems
of laws, and enforcing the practice of virtues, which
would be most conducive to the preservation and pro-
motion of the order, the péace, and the interests of the
communify, in connexion with the greatest safety and
prosperity of the individuals of which it is composed.

Or, engaging in the worthy designs of unfolding, and -
pointing out the application of the principles of the me-
chanic arts, and directing the eminently important la-
bours of agriculture, that great earthly source from
which riches are primarily drawn ; and founding theo-
ries in these branches, upon judicious and decisive ex-
penments, they might contribute largely to the increase
of the most valuable productions of the earth, and of
the desirable conveniencies of life. ~ Thus they might
becoime pecuharly instrumental, in providing a more
comfortable subsistence for a greater number of the hu-
man race, by which the strength of the nation, and the
happiness of mdmduals, would be at once secured and

advanced.
18
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‘When the advantages which riches afford, are thus
improved, to the purposes of enriching the minds of
those who enjoy them, with the most valuable acquisi-
tions of literature and knowledge, and of qualifying them
by these acquisitions, for becoming the instructors and
guides of others in the most useful pursnits, and inter-
esting concerns of life : with what becoming superiori-
ty, do the possessors of riches appear ! How dignified
their character: how elevated their pleasures: how
beneficial their studies and employments ! ‘

But if genius should not prompt, nor inclination lead ;
orif any particular circumstances should forbid ‘the
wealthy, thus to pursue the cultivation of their own
minds, to any considerable extent ; ‘ ,

Then another way is ever open, and on this occasion
presented, in the most forcible manner to our view and
reflections, in which their riches may be itnproved high-
ly to their own honor, and to the advancement of the
mterests of humanity, virtue and religion.

* You will readily perceive, that I now speak generally
of the relief which should be extended to the poor of
~ every description, who are unable to provide for them-
selves ; and more particularly of that assistance, which
should be afforded to the children of the poor, by se-
curing to them a comfortable subsistence during their
* helpless years ; together with the benefits of such an
education, as may qualify them for pursuing, with repu-
tation and suceess, the common occupations of life, and
enable them, at the same time, to read the sacred Scrip-
tures, which shew to men the way of salvation, and re-
veal to them the knowledge of the things of their pres-
ent and everlasting peace. ‘
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The Creator and Sovereign of the world, has been
pleased to appoint to the children of men, different sta-
tions and employments. Some of these require a high-
er degree of mental capacity and improvement; and

-others a larger measure of bodily strength and activity.

He has also further distinguished one from another,
by dividing to them different portions of the good things
of this world. If all, duly observing and acknowledging
his hand in this arrangement, would properly attend to
the business of the respective stations which he has
thus allotted to them, and faithfully occupy with the
talents which he has committed to them, the combina-
tion of these several classes, and of the labours of the
whole, would produce one grand system of order, beau-
ty, strength and “happiness, which nothing but the all
comprehensive mind of the only wise and good God,
could have planned. Placed in such relations of mu-
tual dependence, it is manifestly the interest, and ac-
cordingly ought to be the concern, of every member of
the community, that there should be no schism in the
body ; but that all the members should have the same
care one for another ; because when one member suf-
fers, all the members suffer with it; and when one
member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.

- The rich, by a proper improvement of their wealth,
furnishing suitable employment, and the means of ob-
taining a livelihood to the poor, become their natural
and constant benefactors ; while the poor, on the other
hand, are the no less necessary and useful aids of the
rich ; as it is by the labours of the poor, that the pos-
sessions of the rich are acquired and preserved, and all
the conveniencies and enjoyments attendant on a state
of affluence, are supplied.
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But the poor are not always able to sustain the la-
bours, on which they may depend for their daily bread.
Sickness, or the infirmities of age; or a variety of ad-
verse occurrences, may disqualify them for pursuing
their proper occupations. 'When these are suspended,
the sources of their stated supplies fail. The situation,
to which they are then reduced, may be more easily
imagined, than described. Disease and pinching want
united, form an accumulation of distress, which cannot
fail to excite the sympathy of every feeling heart, and
which demands the immediate charitable help of those
by whom it can be afforded. The sufferings of such
subjects of affliction, then, doubtless, call loudly upon
the sons and daughters of affluence, to stretch forth the
haund of compassion and beneficence, for the speedy re-
moval of this burden, too heavy: to. be long borne 5 or
for the alleviation of its overwhelming pressure, when
it cannot be entirely removed, And how greatly is the
value of riches enhanced, as they enable their posses-
sors to render such desirable and important offices of
kindness and charity to the poor ! ..

But these sufferings of the poor, however 1mmed|ate-
ly distressing to themselves, are, in their usual conse-
quences, still more calamitous to theic children..

Extreme poverty, when its influence is not effectual-
ly counteracted by the cheering, animating, consolations
and hopes of religion, tends to depress and debase the
mind. While it denies, or contracts the ability, it of-
ten extinguishes, or greatly abates, the disposition and
~ desire of parents to provide for their children, such an
education, as would enable them to rise to a better sit-
uvation in the world. This most important office of pa-_
rental love and care, is accordingly uhhappily neglect-

»

e
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ed by many in the lower ranks of society. Whether
this neglect proceed from inevitable necessity, or from
a criminal misapplication of the means in their power,
the unhappy consequences to their helpless children,
and to society, are nearly the same.

Well disposed, as some may be in their straitened
circumstances, to secure, by a proper education, the
best portion which they can provide for their children,
they may be prevented from accomplishing their anx-
ious wishes, by the arresting hand of death. Theic
children are then thrown helpless orpbans upon the
world, to feel the deplorable effects of so early a priva-
tion of that tender; affectionate parental care, which would
have struggled through many . difficulties, to provide
both for their bodily wants, and the cultivation of their
mindss, In these afflicting circumstances, shall they be
left, abandoned as the forlorn oufcasts of society, un-
pitied, unrelieved ?  All the tender sensibilities of the
humane heart, and the benevolent spirit of Christianity,
especially, revolt from the shocking thought, from the
dismal prospect. g

But thus destitute and friendless, to whom shall these
children of adversity and sorrow, look up for the com-
passion and the assistance, to which their wants give
them, a peculiar claim ? Does not the finger of Provi-
dence, plainly peint them to the rich, as their natural
guardians ? And to them is not the voice of the con-
mon Parent of the great family of mankind, particular-
ly and persuasively. addressed, in that very solemn and
affectionate charge, ¢ Take these children, and bring
them up for me.’

But to all who are disposgd to comply with this call
of Divine Providence, apd discharge this great debt of
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humanity, it may not be convenient, personally to un-
dertake the arduous trust. And if this important bu-
siness were left solely to the good will and efforts of in-
dividuals, acting without concert or system, some would
be found to bear more, and others less, than their due
proportion of the burden; according to the higher or
lower measure of benevolence and zeal, by which they
are actuated ; while many of the numerous class of the
 pitiable sufferers, whose case we are contemplating,

might be wholly overlooked, and obtain no share of the

sympathy and relief, to which they are, by their neces-
sities, equally entitled.

Hence result the propriety, and the utility of such
an Institution as this ; wisely planned to combine, and
by combibing, to render more efficacious, the benevo-
lent views and exertions of individuals,’in accomplish-
ing one of the most interesting and important works of
charity, that can be undertaken.

This Asylum, then, may be justly regarded as a dis-
tinguishing, and most honorable monument of the wis-
dom, and public spirit of our city ; and of the discern-
ing and well directed charity of the individuals, who
have generously contributed to its establishment and
success. And while it continues, by a most munificent
hospitality, to provide every comfortable accommoda-
tion, connected with seasonable instruction in some of
the most necessary branches of learning, and the early
acquisition of a most useful habit of industry, to a nu-
merous class of children, who would otherwise want all
these comforts and advantages ; the rich and the poor,
may contemplate its establishment, and its -growing
prosperity, with almost equal solicitude and satisfac-
tion. For by supporting this Institution, and perpetu-
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ating and extending its usefulness, the rich inay, with
the greatest ease and advantage, discharge a greét debt
of humanity, which they owe to one of the most help-
less, pitiable, and interesting, classes of the poor ; while
these again here meet their generous friends and bene-
factors, supplying, in the most judicious and liberal
manner, every present want, and opening to them the
most cheering prospects into the future years of life;
and perhaps, into the future ages of their immortal ex-
istence, which were before overcast with clouds of the
deepest gloom and despondence.

To the promotion of the important objects which
this excellent Institution embraces s shall we not then
feel ourselves impelled to improve a portion of the
bounty of Heaven, which has been bestowed upon us,

' by all the powerful and persuasive motives, by which,
in ‘such cases, our hearts and our conduct ought to be
influenced ? :

These motives are numerous and various. But it
may suffice, at presenf, to suggest only two or lhree of
primary weight and efficacy.

Let it then be recollected, that we are only stewards
of those riches, or of ‘that portion of ‘good things, with
which we are favoured by a beneficent Providence.

It is equally the dictate of reason aund revelation,
that “ every good gift,” every desirable advantage
and comfort which we enjoy, ¢ cometh down from the
Father of lights.”” Nothing but the most pitiable ig-

_ norance, or the most insufferable pride, can for'a mo-
ment hesitate in subscribing to the truth of what the
language of Divine Inspiration every where teaches;
that all which is in heaven, and in the earth, belongeth
to the great parent and sovereign of e universe ; that
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he reigneth over all in the exercise of an absolute do-
minion ; thatriches and honor come from him; and that
it is he, in short, who giveth us all things richly to en-
joy-

Has he ¢ loaded us- wnth his benefits,”” or has he
supplied us with more than a sufficiency to satisfy our
own reasonable wants ? In what light are we to consid-

er ; in what manner are we to improve, the bounty of -

our heavenly Parent’s hand ? Are his favours granted

to us, as our absolute property ? And may we use.

them in all respects as we please ? Are they not, on the
contrary, evidently committed to us as a trust, which
we hold at the pleasure of their Author, and which we
are bound to employ according to his will? And has
he not most clearly manifested it to be his will, that we
should never forget to do good, according to the means
with which he has furnished us, by communicating to

others, whose necessities may be supplied from our

abundance ?

This he teaches us by the most- conspicuous objects
which he presents to our view .in.the heavens, wherein
his glory is eminently displayed ; while we there be-
hold the sun diffusing his cheering light and vivifying
heat, over the various regions of our earth, which

without his friendly beams, would be one vast, dreary,

barren wilderness ; and while we there see the clouds
pouring down the plentiful rain to refresh the thirsty
ground, to revive the languishing plants, and replenish
the failing fountains and streams of water.

This he teaches us still more clearly by his own ex-
ample ; while he opens continually his liberal hand, and
satisfieth the desires of every living thing, with the
good suited to their respective natures ; and is con-
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stantly doing good, more especially, to the children of
men ; for -whose souls. he hag provided the inestima-
ble blessings of redemption through the riches of his
grace in his beloved Son; and whose hearts he fills
with joy and gladness, through the warious .excellent
supplies with which they-are furnished by his provi-
dential care and bounty.

And this he teaches us, in the ph,mest manner, by
his written word which speaks a language the most un-*
equivocal and decisive ; ¢ charging them that are rich
ia this world, to be rich in good works, ready to dis-
tribute, willing to communicate,” to those who need
the supplies which they can conveniently spare.

How important and precious is the trust thus com-
mitted to the rich : And in a ready and faithful discharge
of this, with what honour do they appear, as the ap-
pointed  dispensers of the bounty of the great and
beneficent Liord of heaven and earth, to their fellow-

. men!

Let.us-also recollect ; that to our Lord we must give
an account of our stewardship ; and that we must ex-
pect to meet his displeasure or apprebation, and to re-
eeive from him an everlasting recompense, correspons
dent to the manner in which we have fulfilled. the trust
reposed in us,

This, the suggestions of reason.and conscience lead
us to expect ; and what can be more worthy of the
character of the great Proprietor and Ruler of the
universe ; or what more wisely adapted -to secure the
fidelity, and cherish the benevolence of individuals,
and to promote the order, barmony and happiness of
society ? This we are accordingly taught among the

fundamental doctrines of Divine Revelation, whick
19

-
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testifies, that our Lord will shortly come and reckon
with us, and bring every work into judgment, whether
it be good er bad, with a view to render unto all accord-
ing to what they have done. -

You need not be here informed, as you well know,
how awful is the prospect for eternity, which the in-
spired volume opens to those, who penuriously hoard,
or riotously waste, their Lord’s goods, instead of ap-
‘plying them to the worthy. purpoaes for which they are
intrusted to their,care.

But what.on the other hand, can be better calculated
to animate to unwearied constancy, and more abundant
labours in well doing, than the view which the same
word of truth and grace gives of the final happy lot of
those, who on the principles of a truly christian faith
and love, the only principles, from which any. genuine
good work.in man can flow, have acceptably ¢ hon-
ored the Lord with their substance ;> while it pre-
sents them standing with holy boldness before him in

- the day. of judgment, and in the midst of the assembled
universe of intelligent creatures, receiving from his gra-
cious lips, that most honorable plaudit and welcome
sentence ; «“ Well done good and faithful servant ;
thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make
thee ruler over many things ; enter thou into the joy
of thy Lord !”

‘Who would not aspire to be found among the bappy
nu_mber, whom the King of glory, shall thus distinguish
with the highest immortal honors, and thus receive to
the fulless of everlasting joy in his presence ? Let
this be our generous, eur sacred ambition. Under the
influence of that love to our brethren, which is produc-
ed. by the love of God our Saviour, let it be our care,
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that according to our abilities, we may sow plentifully
in all judicious charitable distributions, to the chil-
dren of want ; persuaded, that what we' thus do, our
Lord will kindly acknowledge as done to himself ; and
assured, that then, in due season, through' the riches of
his grace, we shall reap an abundant barvest of immor-
tal glory and felicity in his heavenly kingdom.

Let it be further considered, that while we are thus
improving the means which - we possess for -contribut-
ing to the relief and comfort of the indigent and afflict-
ed classes of our fellow-mortals, we are at the same .
time prowdmg most effectually for fhe promotxon of
our own' present happiness.

For the truth of this may T not with conﬁdence ap-
peal to all who bave made the experiment? Have not
you, who have been particularly distinguished by the
bounty of heaven, found ¢ the luxury of doing good,”
the most exquisite that riches can supply ? When
have you tasted the highest and sweetest satisfactions,
that you have ever found in the use of your worldly
possessions ? Has it not been in seasons when, in the
exercise of a discreet and liberal charity, you have
shared them with the poor, the destitute and distress-
ed ? Has it not been, when you have sought, found
and relieved, real, and perhaps more than common
worth, fallen from the enjoyment of more prosperous
days, into circumstances of difficulty and perplexity,
and yét too diffident to obtrude itself on the notice of
the public, and too modest even to accept of offered
~ assistance, unless when afforded in a way the most ten-
der and delicate ; when, in more ordinary cases you
have * dealt your bread to the hungry, and clothed the
naked ; when you have taken the poor that were cast
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out, into your houses ;”” or have aided the community
in providing fer them such an hospitable shelter, and
such comfortable accommodations as this house affords 3
or when you have furnished to the ignorant, the means
of the most necessary and useful instruction, relative to
the affairs of this life, and the concerns of tbelr ever-
lasting salvation ? '

In the performance' of such worthy and generous
deeds, have you not experienced pleasures heart-felt,
and refined, far surpassing all that you have ever en-
joyed in the entertainments of the most sumptueus
table, or in the dazzling shew of the most splendid
dress or equipage, or in the accommodations of the
most magnificent and richly farnished mansion? Are
not the pleasures, which attend and follow such chari-
table and beneficent services, the pleasures that al-
ways bear a review ; and that are enjoyed over again
with the sweetest sensations on every renewed recol-
lection ?

Do not these give a donble relish to every other en-
joyment of a state of affluence, which moderation and
temperance allow, and which reason and religion ap-
piové and sanction ? And does not the remembrance
of these also sensibly tend to lighten the gloom, and
sweeten the sorrows of the heaviest afflictions, when
the common joys of the world are gone, driven like
chaff before the stormy winds of a day of adversity ?
When the greatest and worthiest of all the men of the
east, in his day, was fallen from the highest pinnacle of
worldly felicity, into the lowest depths of worldly
trouble and sorrow, how soothing, how consoling must
it have been to his deeply wounded and bleeding
heart, to look back with an approving conscience up-
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on his conduct in the time of his eminent prosperity ;
to recollect how-be had improved his vast possessions,
his distinguishing honors, his great. power and influ-
ence, “ in causing the widow’s heart to sing for joy ; in "
shewing himself a father to the fatherless and the poor ;
in becoming eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame ;
and in delivering the oppressed, and defending the
cause of those who had none to help them !’ Is the
joy of the most abundant harvest; or is the rejoicing
of men when they exult in the honors of victory, and -
divide, the richest spoil of their conquered enemies, to
be once compared with the satisfactions and - consola-
tions which this great and good man must have felt,
under the most distressing vicissitudes to which buman
" life is liable, when he could thus reflect upon the wor-
thy part which he had acted, in his brighter and more
" prosperous days, towards. the necessitous and the af-
flicted of.every description, in consequence of which
¢ the blessings of many ready to perish had come up-
on him,”’ in the richest abundance, and with the kind-
liest influence ? :

If there be indeed pleasures worthy of the rahonal
nature of man, and becoming the dignified character of
christians, to be drawn from the use of the good things
of the world, they must surely be such as these which
are experienced in the performance of those beneficent
actions, and in the steady pursuit of that course of well-
doing; in which the children of men are called to shew
themselves merciful, as their Father in heaven is mer-
ciful, and to be followers of the Divine Redeemer, who
went about continually doing good ; bestowing, with
the most bountiful hand, blessings temporal and spiritu-
al, upon the destitute, the afflicted, the penitent, the
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disconsolate ; and who thus enforced by his most per-
suasive example, -what he taught his disciples by the
noblest precept, saying, “ It is more blessed to give
than to receive.”’ : ,

Is not the exercise of this beneficence forcibly recom-
mended also,,by the consideration, that instead of wast-
ing, it promises rather an incgease of, the resources by
which it is supported ?

In this case, I feel no hesitation in assertmg, that
constant observation and experience accord with, and
confirm, the tosllmony of the sacred word of God,
which .declares ;- that ¢ there is that scattereth,’”
meaning in charitable distributions, * and yet in-
creaseth :*” that « the liberal soul deviseth liberal things,
and by liberal things shall be stand;” and that when
any give with a prudent generosity to the support and
relief of suffering humanity, and the promotion of the
desigos and institutions of genuine benevolence, and
real utility, it shall be given to them again, ¢ good
measure, pressed  down, and running over.” ¢ Thus
he hath said, who cannot deceive us,” * And there are .
perhaps no assurances and promises, of the word of
God, more. evidently and remarkably fulfilled than
these in the view of all who observe the course of Prov-
idence. : :

The most benevolent and charitable are not exempt-
ed from the common adverse occurrences of life, which
come alike to all ; ¢ excepting that they come with the
evidences and blessings of a heavenly Father’s love to
his children ; while, with all other things, they work for
their good. But if those who have, according to their
abilities, abounded in the works of mercy and charity,
should ever be reduced to circumstances of want and
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distress, they may with peculiar confidence expect to
experience from their fellow.men, the compassion and
assistance, which they have rendered to others, in a
similar situation ; or they may rest assured, that the
Lord himself will, in ‘a more immediate way, speedily
deliver them, or graciously strengthen them, and sup-
port them, in the time of their tronble.

Has it been hitherto your happy lot, instead of ex-
periencing those adverse changes to which all are liable,
to minister rather to the relief of those who are suffer-
ing under them ? And have you not feund, that through
the manifest interpositions of God’s. good Providence,
securing to you the favour and friendship of your fel-
low-men, or in other ways remarkably directing your
counsels and undertakings, and-crowning your labours
with success, he has abundantly. verified to you his
sacred word, by which, with the most condescending
goodness, he represents those who consider, and pity,-
and relieve the poor, as lending -to himself ; and has
engaged to pay again to such, what they have given ?

-Frequent and various are the occasions, ‘on which
you are called to help the poor, whom you have al-
ways with you ; and to give your aid to the support of
institutions, more or less private or public, designed to
minister to the relief of the necessitous and the suffer-
ing, to-advance the inferests of literatare and religion,
and to promote the welfare and happiness of individu-
als, and of society. 'Such occasions have, I doubt not,
been regarded by you in one view, as desirable oppor-
tunities offered, in the course of Divine Providence,
for testifying your gratitude to the bountiful Author
of all your enjoyments, and the generous zeal with
_ which you are ready. to -do good to all men, to whom
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the benign influence of your philanthropy, can be ex-
dended. And have you had cause to apprehend, that
your success was interrupted, or your prosperity im-
paired, in consequence of what you thus dedicated to
the honor of God, and the benefit of your fellow-men ?
Have you not, on the contrary, found the blessing of
the Lord visibly attending your lawful business and
pursuits, and his bountiful hand, soon and signally, re-
plenishing your treasures, and abundantly making up
to you, what you had expended on proper principles,
in such worthy and useful services; and often by
means entirely unforeseen, and from sources altogether
~ unexpected ?

The present occasion affords another interesting op-
portunity for manifesting, that you have not become
weary in well doing. .

You have planted here a most valuable tree in a fer-
tile and well prepared soil. Distinguished by the
favour of heaven shining upon it with the kindest beams,
it has taken root, and grown, and flourished, in a degree,
perhaps, surpassing your first most sanguine expecta-
tions. Under jts wide-spreading shade, how many
houseless wanderers, have been most comfortably
sheltered from the consuming heat, and desolating
storms of adversity ; and by its pleasant, nourishing
fruits, how many feeble travellers, in some of the most
rugged and uncertain paths of life, have been most sea-
sonably cheered and refreshed ; when ready to faint
and perish !

That it may still live and grow and flourish, and
yieldeits precious fruits without diminution, and in yet
richer abundance ; it must be still watered again and
again, by the same fostering hand of charity, which has
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aiready done so much towards rearing it to that degree
of vigor and utility, to which it has already risen,
And thus, I doubt not, you are on this occasion pre-
pared again to contribute to its support, -and to the in-
crease of its strength and fruitfulness.

In this persuasion I commend it, with the most pleas-
'ing confidence and animating hepe, to your continued
kind attention and beneficent care ; ard above all, fo
the protection and favour of his gracious Providence,
by whose blessing it has been hitherto so signally
prospered, and through whose good hand alone it can
stillbe perpetuated, and carried forward to that full
maturity, and extensive usel’ulness, to which it may yet
be advanced.

But before I conclude this addreas, I hope I may
be indulged a little longer, by the candor and patience
of this respectable assembly, while I attempt to sug- ‘
gest, in the plainest language; a few words of admoni-
tion and exhortation, to the childrén of this Asylum.

My young friends. - There are I trust a number of
you, whoare able to uaderstand what I now wish to
say to you. Hear me then, with attention; and
may the Lord graciously dispose your hearts to feel
and improve what you hear.

Many of you are orphan children; deprived, at a tithe
when you were least capable of taking care of your-
selves, of the parents who mwight naturally have been
expected to be your best earthly friends. Others of you,
though not thus bereaved of your parents, were, while
left with them; subjected to so many disadvantages,
that you seemed to have no good reasen to hope, that
you would ever be well provided for in the "things of
this world, or trained up in the way which leads to the
happiness of the li“f.': to come.
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But when you were in these uphappy circumstances,
your Heavenly Father, who is equally the Maker of
the rich and the poor, and with whom there is no re-
spect of persons, was pleased to pity you,and to
shew you mercy. Having the hearts of all men in his
hands, he inclined the hearts of those who were able
to help you, to view your case with the feelings of a
tender compassion, and to build for you, and such as
you are, this spacious and excellent house, where, dur-
ing the most helpless years of your life, you are provid-
ed with comfortable lodging, food and clothing, and are

' committed to the direction of well qualified governors
and teachers. Under their care you are kept out of the
way of many sins and temptations, which might, in other

. circumstances, have ruined you in body and soul, and
made you miserable in time and through eternity ; and
by theirinstructions you may obtain such an education, as
will prepare you for learning and pursuing, in due time,
some honest trade or business, by which you may here-
after live reputably and comfortably in the world. Bat
what you shoold reckon among the greatest advantages
of your present situation, is, that you are here particu-
larly taught to read the Bible, the best book in the
world, it having been written by wise and good men,
in obedience to the command of God, and by the inspira-
tion of the Holy Spirit. By reading and understand-
ing this book, you may learn to know the God who made
you ; and the Saviour who died fo redeem you from sin
and from everlasting misery ; and what you must do te
please and hovnor your Maker and Redeemer in this
world, and to obtain eternal life and blessedness with
him in the world to come. ' '
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Thiok of these things, and consider how thankful
You ought to be to the good friends who have goner-
ously taken so much care, and been at so great an ex-
peunse, for your present and eternal welfare ; and how
thankful especially you ought to be, to the great and
blessed God, who disposes and enables these friends to
shew you 8o much kindness, and whose mercies to you
are so many and so great. 4

Are your youthful hearts tenderly affected, when
you think how much better and more desirable your
situation is here, than that of thousands of other poor
children in the world? And are you ready to say,
How shall we shew our gratitade, to our kind benefac-
tors, who have done, and who are still doing so much
for our comfort and benefit ?

Let me tell you ; that the most pleasing return which
you can make to them, will be, to give them the satis-
faction of seeing you concerned and endeavouring to
do well for yourselves. Greatly indeed would they
be disappointed and grieved, if they should see you
turn out thoughtless, wicked, and useless creatures,
determined to go on in the broad road of vice and folly,
which leads down to everlasting death and destruction,
But how great will be the pleasure and joy of their
hearts, if. they see you, by your general good beha-
viour, and especially by a serious attention to the du-
ties of religion and morality, promising fair to act your
part well in the stations in which Providence may place
you in this world, and to secure your. interest in a bet-
ter and more enduring inheritance in heaven, than the
richest can possess on earth. _

Would you also know what you shall render to the
Lord, the God of your mercies, for delivering you from
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the many evils to which you were lately exposed,
and favouring you with the many and great advan-
tages, which yoo here enjoy ?

Let me then remind you, that you ought to feel your
hearts engaged, by all his goodness and mercy which
you have experienced ; to remember your Creator
and Redeemer in the days of your youth; o remem-
ber him, so as to fear and love him, to devote your-
selves to his service, and to seek your happiness in his
favour, even now in the morning of your days. This
is certainly your most reasonable duty, ‘which you owe
to your Heavenly Father, and blessed Saviour. If
you desire thus to fear and love him, and begin thus
early to seek and serve him, you may well hope that
he will love you; that you will find him your best
friend, and that he will delight to bless you, and re-
joice over you in doing you good. -

Seek him then with all your hearts, while he may be
found, Pray earnestly, every day, to your Father in
heaven, in the name of Jesus your Redeemer, for his
Holy Spirit, which he is most ready to give tothem
who ask him, that you may be taught by Him to
know the Lord as your God, and enabled to believe
in Christ the Son of God as your Saviour ; and that
yon may be led and kept in the peaceful, pleasant
ways of his holy religion, to bis heavenly kingdom.

If you thus pray, the Lord will hear you, and graot
you the mercy and grace which you seek, and bless
you exceedingly abundantly above all that you can ask
or think.

The great Lord of heaven and earth, will then be
your Father, and will be unspeakably better to you,
thin the richest and best parents on earth can be te
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their beloved children. And then also, the Son of
God, the Lord Jesus Christ, who is particularly pleas-
ed to see little children coming to him, who takes them
with the greatest tenderoess into the arms of his mercy,
and into the bosom of his love, and delights to bless
them and make them happy forever 3 who, for the sake
of making poor sinners rich in the inheritance of his
heavenly kingdom, once condescended to become so
. poor on earth, that he had not a place of comfortable
lodging where he might lay his head to rest ; this great
-and gracious and blessed’ Redeemer, will be your
Baviour and your friend, will provide in the best man-
ner for all your wants, guide you in the right way,
make all things work for your good, while you live in
this world, and at last when you die, will receive you
to behold his glory in heaven, and to enjoy with him
all the rich and precious blessings of his grace and love,
through all the ages of eternity.

Would you, in short, desire to enjoy the favour of
God and men ; and that it may be well with you both
now and forever. Let it then be your constant care
and endeavour, to behave yourselves in all respects
suitably to the station in which you are here placed,
and as worthy of the priviledges whichyou here enjoy.

Observe carefully the rules and orders made for the

government of your conduct while you remain inhabi-
tants of this house,
. Respect, honor, and pray for, all who have the care
of you, and are studying to make your situation com-
fortable, and to promote your present and everlasting
welfare.

Attend to the good instructions of your teachers,
and especially to what you may learn by reading the
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word of God, concerning your duty to Him, to your.
selves, and to all around you.

Never let the language of profane cursing and swear-
ing, of lying or rudeness, or any other wicked and
shameful words, be heard from your lips.

Live in peace, love, and friendship with each other,
as it becomes the children of one family, sharing to-
gether in the same goodness and mercy of the Lord,
and in the same favour and bounty of the public, by
which you have been kindly adopted.

And let your humble, modest, orderly conduct, at all
times and in every place, shew that you are evidently
improved in your dispositions and manners, by the ad-
vantages which you enjoy in this happy habitation of
charity, this desirable Asylum of the orphan, and of
the children of want and afliction.

Remember and do these things ; And may that gracious
God, who is the Father of the fatherless, and who de-
livereth the poor, and setteth them on high from afflic-
tion, be pleased to bless you, and to keep you, and to
make you truly good, useful and bappy in this life ; and
to grant, that though you should contipue among the
poor of this world, you may become rich in faith, and
heirs of the heavenly kmgdom, which he has promised
to them that love him.
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CHARLESTON, May 26th, 1806. AT a church meeting this day held
in the Circular Chyrch, on Meeting Street. On motion seconded, it
was resolved, that the thanks of the Church be presented to the two
Pastors, the Rev. Doctors Hollinshead and Keith, for their suitable dis-
courses, delivered yesterday on the opening of this circular new build-
ing. And that they be requested to furnish eopies of the same, in order
that they may be printed ; and that they also be requested to prepare an
historic sketch of the Church, from its origin to the present time, to be,
prefixed to them ; and also historieal sketches of all its Ministers, as far'
as the same can be obtained from our elder Members, and other sources
of authentic information. S

GEORGE SMITH, Sec’y.
Extract from the Minutes.

Neither of these Discourses was published, (though the one which
follows, was prepared for the press by its Author) as the ¢ historical
sketches” requened. were not furnished to accompany them. This la-
bour has since been performed by the late DR DAVID RAMSAY, One
of the most intelligent, active and useful merbers of this Church and
Congregation, whose talents, information, and industry, qualified him
eminently to execute such a work. EpiToR.



SERMON.

MAGGAT 11. 7.

AND I WILL $HAXE ALL NATIONS, AND THE DESIRE OF ALL
NATIONS SHALL COME : AND I WILL FILL THIS HOUSE
WITH GLORY, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSIS.

To see the house in which we are now assembled,
filled with the glory of the Lord, would certainly fill
the heart of every genuine worshipper in it, with a most
pecauliar joy. ,

* For this every friend of Zion among us, may well be
expected, humbly and devoutly to pray. And if their
prayers, in respect to this, should be graciously an-
swered, they wauld doubtless consider themselves as
favoured with the most desirable ground for fervent

" thanksgiving. and praise. Without this, indeed, the
most commodious, elegant, and magnificent edifice,
erected for the worship of God, would remain destitute
of that distinction, which would constitute its highest
honor, its only real value ; while the simplest struc-

ture, thus distinguished, would be truly honorable and

amiable in the view of all who prefer the tokens of the
Lord’s presence and favour, to the most admired display
of human art, or of worldly pomp and splendour.

In the earlier ages of the world, it does not appear,
that the Lord had any other temples prepared for his
worship, than the pure and pious hearts of those whom
his own graceSI l;ad prepared * te wership him in spirit
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and intruth 3 and their sacrifices, prayers, and praises,.
were offered 1o bim in the open air ; sometimes under
the refreshing shade of a tree, or within the agreeable
covert of a grove, where the scene, naturally tranquil
and solemn, would invite to the exercises of devotion.
In these circumstances was the worship of God attend-
_ ed hy Adam, Abel, Enoch, Noah, and all the pious
fathers, who lived before the flood ; by Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, and his sons, the twelve patriarchs j and by all
who walked with God, in succeeding ages, until the
time of the sojourning of the Israelites in the wilder-
ness, on their way from Egypt to the promised land.
During that period, the chosen people of God were
formed into a more regular church state, under the cer-
emonial dispensation, established by the ministry of
Moses. Then the Lord was pleased to order the con-
struction of a moveable Tabernacle, suited to the cir-
cumstances of the people, while sojourning in tents.
This Tabernacle, in its various parts, and with its pecu-
liar furniture, was designed and adapted to represent
the present condition of the church in the world, as fa-
voured with the means of redemption and grace ; yet
continuing imperfect, subject to many vicissitudes, and
destined to pass through the humiliating scene of dis-
solution in the hour of death, to the full perfection and
eternal glory of the heavenly state. T
Within this Tabernacle, among other articles appro-
priated to the service of God, and typical of spiritual
things, the sacred Ark, containing the covenant of God,
was deposited ; while above it rested the cloud of
glorv, which was the striking and impressive syr’nbol' of
the Divine, presence, with which it was honored. To
this; as the chosen and consecrated habitatien of the

E A%
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God of Israel, were the people required to resort, when
they held their solemn assemblies ; and here the prin-
- cipal sacred services, which constituted their public
worship, were ordered to be performed.

After the settlement of Israel in the land of Canaan,
this venerable Tabernacle was, in process of time, suc-
ceeded by, and gave place to, the celebrated Temple,
built by Solomon, about one thousand years before the
Christian era.- As this temple was built according to
a pattern given by the Spirit of God to David, and by
him delivered to his son Solomon ; as it was construct-
ed with the most substantial and cestly materials, and
finished with the most exquisite taste and workman.

ol

ship ; as it contained the ancient Tabernacle, withall -

its sacred furniture, and was distinguished by similar
tokens of the Divine presence and favour ; and as it

was a type of the incarnate Redeemer, it was unques. -

tionably the most remarkable and glorious edifice, ever
erected by the hands.of men. This magnificent Tem-

" ple, having stood about four hundred years, was at

length, on account of the sins of the people, given into

the hands of their enémies, the Chaldeans : by them it .

was stripped of all its splendid ornaments and rich
treasures, and then reduced to a pile of melancholy
ruins : while the nation, whose pride and boast it had
been, were led away to suffer the calamities of a seven-
ty years captivity in Babylon. '

On the restoration of the Jews, at the end of that
term, to their own land, the rebuilding of their Temple
was undertaken ; and in the midst of many difficulties,
and great opposition from hostile neighbours, it was
carried on during the space of about twenty years, till
it was at length completed, and dedicated to the ser-
vice of God.
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This second Temple was, in many respects, greatTy
inferior to the first. Hence, when the foundation of
it was laid, many, on this interesting occasion, shouted
aloud for joy ; there were many, on the other hand,
of the priests and the Levites, and chief of the fathers
that were ancient men, and had seen the first house,
who wept with a loud voice, while they perceived hew

.- far this house would probably fall short of the former,

in beauty and grandeur. Thus they discouraged the
peoplé’, in the arduous work which they had begun;
and it appears that the building proceeded heavily and
slowly, and was atlended with frequent interruptions,
and much unnecessary delay.

In these circumstances the prophet Haggai, by
a Divine commission, was sent to them for the purposes of
reproving their negligence, and animating them in their
undertaking. He accordingly reminded them, that,
on account of their suffering ¢ the house of the Lord
to lie waste, while they dwelt at ease in their own ceil-
ed houses,” the Liord had visited them with unfavoura-
ble seasons, and blasted their hopes from the fruits of
the earth. Then with a view to excite them toresume
and prosecute the work with alacrity and diligence, he
assures them, that in this case, “ the Lord would be with
them, as he had been with their forefathers,” to pros-
per and to bless them ; and that he would take pleasure,
and be gloriﬁed, in the house which they should build.
To obviate the discouragement which they felt from
the consideration, that this house must appear as noth-
ing, in comparison, in the eyes of those who had seen
the first house in its glory, he directs their views to an
event in its nature, the most important and interesting
that ever took place in the world ; an event which
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would occur, during the existence of this second Tem-
ple; and which would give a greater glory to this latter
house, than any which belonged to the former. For to
this house, the long expected Messiah would come ;

even that Divine Saviour, who is 'described as “the

Desire of all nations,” because in him all the nations
of the earth were to be blessed, and to him would they

all, in due time, look with ardent desire, as their conso-

lation and hope, their salvation and glory. His coming,
they are encouraged to expect, *“ in a little while ;”
within a short space of time, compared with the years
that had passed ; the centuries that had rolled away,
since the first promise of salvation in him to fallen man.
In this view, soon would that « shaking of the heavens
and the earth, the sea and the dry land, and of all the
" nations,” take place, which signified those great politi-
cal convulsions and revolutions that would terminate in
the extension and establishment of the Roman empire
over the principal nations, commouly called the whole
world ; and more especially, that great change in the
Jewish church and state, which would include the ab-
rogation of their ritual law, and the introduction of the
Christiant dispensation, that was to endure to the end of
the world. Then, in the fulness of the time appoint-
ed, and in the circumstances ordained to attend his ap-
pearance in the world, the Messiah would come to this
second Temple, and by bis presence, fill that housé

with a glory far surpassing all the external magpnificence

and splendour, by which the first Temple was distin-
guished.

This promise, made more than five hundred years be-
fore the coming of Christ in the flesh, was in its time
fulfilled ; when, as the A postle testifies, “ The Word was

!
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made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glo-
ry, the glory of the only begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth.” Then was this promise realized in
that house, which was not long afterwards completely
destroyed and laid waste, together with the city of Je-
rusalem, in which it stood. Then did the sceptre of
government totally depart from Judah, and the Jew-
ish nation, divested of the high honor and sacred privi-
leges, which belong to the church of God, were scatter-
ed abroad among all the other nations of the earth ; and
inall places of their dispersion, they have, for more than
seventeen centuries, continyed under those awful
frowns of heaven, which visibly and strongly mark
their peculiar guilt, in rejecting their Messiah, and cru-
cifying the Saviour of the world ; and from which they
will not be delivered,  till they shall return and seek the
Lord and David their king, and shall fear the Liord and
his goodness in the latter days.”

Since that memorable period, the Temple of the
Lord has been in every place, where the exalted Re-
deemer, for whom the pious formerly- ¢ waited,'as the
consolation and glory of Israel,’”’ and who was ¢ set to
be alight of the Gentiles, that he might be for salva.
tion to the ends of the earth,” finds any number, even
two or three of the church, which he has bought with
his blood, gathered together in his name, for the pur-
poses of waiting upon him in the ordinances of his
grace, and of offering the homage of their worship, to
God in him, according to the rules of his word.

Considering then the promise in our text, in the true
spirit of it, as applicable to every place in which the
disciples and friends of Christ are assembled, and en-
gaged in the exercises of Christian worship; may we
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not now cherish the pleasing, animating hope, that this
honse, which we have prepared for the worship of our
God and Saviour, and which we are this day dedicat-
ing to his holy service, may be filled with his glory ?

The observations which have been already snggest:
ed, will lead us to consider the presence of the Lord, as
constituting the glory with which we should -desire to
see the house of his worship filled.

That our desire of seeing this, may be the more ra-
tional, pure, and animated, by being directed to its
proper object : I shall now endeavour to shew,

I. What we are to undetstand by the presence of
the Lord, in the house or place where he is worshipped.

IL. In what respects the presence of the Lord may
be expected to fill the house or place of his worship
with glory.

I. What we are fo understand by the presence of
the Lord in the house or place where he is worshipped.

" The presence of the Lord is indeed every where ;
and there is no place in which his glory is not display-
ed, or may not be perceived by the eye of reason or of °
faith. “ < Am I a God at hand, and not afar off ? Can .
any hide himself in secret places, that I shall not see
him ? saith the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth?
saith the Lord.”* Tmpressed with this grand and aw-
ful truth, the Psalmist exclaims, « Whither shall T go
from thy Spirit; or whither shall I flee from thy pres-
ence ? If I ascend into heaven, thou art there! If I
make my bed in hell, behold thou art there! IfI take
the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost
parts of the earth, even there shall thine band lead me,
and thy right haod shall hold me.”’}

" ® Jer. xxiii. 23, 23. t Paalm cxxxix, 7—10.
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These things are spoken of the essential, universal
presence of Jehovah.

But the subject of our present meditations, leads us
to consider rather his special presence, or the peculiar
manifestations of himself, which be grants to these
whom he condescends to favour and to bless. The
presence of the Lord, in this sense, constitutes the
heavenly state of glory and felicity, in which Daniel saw,
in prophetic vision, an innumerable multitude of hely
and happy spirits ministering to the Lord, and ten
thousand times ten thousand, standing before him.*
Aund of this David speaks, in language the most ani-
mated and expressive, when be says, ¢« Inthy presence,
is fulness of joy ; at thy right hand are pleasures for-
ever more.”’t

The presence of the Lord, in this sense, is not how
ever confined to heaven. It is vouchsafed also to his
people on earth. ¢ For thus saith the high and lofty
One, who inhabiteth eternity, and whose name is Holy :
I dwell in the high and holy place ; with him also, that
is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the
spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the
contrite ones.””’} To the same purpose his word as-
sures us, that he draws nigh to them who draw nigh to
him.|| And the experience of the pious, co-incides with
his word, in pronouncing the persons blessed, .whom
the Lord chooses and causes to approach unto him,
that they may dwell in his courts, or wait upon him in
the ordinances of his worship.§ In this view, also, he
has graciously promised to his people, saying, < In all

* Dan. vii. 10, 1 Psalm xvi. 11, § Isai.lvii. 15 || Jam. iv.$.
§ Psalm Ixv.
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places where I record my name,’” or where he appoints

his worship to be attended, *“ 1 will come unto thee,
and bless thee.’’ % v
Now it is to this manifestation of the special, gra-
cious presence of the Lord, by which he comes to his
people, in the communication of the blessings of his fa-
vour, that our views are to be directed, when we con-
template his presence, as filling his house, or the place
of his worship, with glory. And the spirit of our text
leads us to regard the Lord Jesus Christ, the second
person in the adorable Trinity, as being, in a peculiar
sense, the Lord, who thus comes to the house or place
where his church assemble, for the purposes of relig-
ious worship.  As in Christ all the fulness of the God-
head dwells bodily ;t so it is in his person, and through
his mediation, that all the gracious manifestations of
God are made to fallen man. And it is by the commu-
nication of the Holy Spirit, sent by the Father in the
name of Christ, that the Divine presence is thus grant-
ed to those who are favoured withit. It wasaccord-
ingly to this presence of Christ the Lord, that the faith
and hope of the Jews were directed in our text, when it
was promised, that the Temple which they were then
- building, should be filled with his glory. Conformably
to this idea, it is of those who constitute his church,
which he came to redeem and sanclify, to establish and
to build up in the world, that Christ himself speaks, when
he says, “ Wherever two or three are gathered to-
gether in my name, there am I in the midst of them :”
and when, e anothér occasion, to his chosen ministers,
whom he gave to his church for its edification, he de-
livered that most comprehensive and encouraging

~ * Bxod. xx. 24. 1 Col. i, 9.
22
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promise, saying, “ Lo! Iam with you always, even
unto the end of the world.”’% :

How much is it to be desired, that this glorious
Lord and Savieur of the church, may be graciously
present with us, whenever we come together, with the
pious design of joining in the exercises of Divine wor-
ship in this house !

And if there be found among us, a number of real be-
lievers, altheugh not exceeding two or three, . who, on
the occasions of their assembling here, sincerely and
earnestly desire to be thus favoured with the presence

“of their Lord, they may with humble confidence ex-
pect, that he will come, and fill this house with his glo-
ry. ‘

Let us now proceed to consider,

II. In what respects the presence of the Lord, may
be expected to fill the house of his worship with glory.

The presence of the Liord fills the house of his wor-
ship with glory, ‘

I. As in the enjoyment of his presence his worship-
pers are led 1o behold and contemplate, with peculiar
satisfaction, the glory of his infinite perfections, die-.
played in-the salvation of fallen man.

To those who are prepared to « worship the Father
in Spirit and in truth,” ‘the infinite excellencies of the
Divine Nature are manifested through Jesus Cb'rist, i
a manner the most pleasing and attractive. :

The Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, is ¢ the
brightness of the Father’s glory, and the express image
of his person.”’t Being one with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, he possesses equally every perfectiom
and glory of Deity. Hence it is said, that ¢-the name

® Mat. xviii. 20 ; Mat. xxviii. 20 $ Heb. i. &
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of God is in him ;”’* and he is called the blessed and
only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords.” ’
He is declared, also, to be * God over all, blessed for-
ever.”t

But in his person, the nature of man, in order to the
accomplishment of the great work of man’s redemption,
was assumed into a most wmysterious and wonderful
union with the nature of God ; and in Him the bright
perfections of Deity are presented to our minds through
the softening veil of humanity, so blended, as it were
with the created excellencies of buman nature, that ia
Him we may contemplate the glory of God, not only”
without being overwhelmed with the view, but with the
sweetest and highest satisfaction of soul. As his name
is called Immanuel, because e is ¢ God with us,”’
even “ God manifest in the flesh :”’ so ¢ they who see
him,” with the eye of faith, * see the Father also.”’}.
They see the Father, not in his absolute character of in-
finite powes, holiness, justice and truth, appearingas “a
consuming fire,” to the guilty sons of men ; but as * the
Father of mercies, and the God of all grace ;” as the
God whose nature is * Love.”

- 'While in Christ they behold the mercy and truth of
God met together, and righteousness and peace embrac-
ing each other,|| in the great design of recovering fallen
man from sin and condemnation, to holiness and peace
with God ; while in this adorable Mediator of the new
covenant, they behold the amazing condescensions and
displays of love, of love Divine, of love surpassing all
expression, and exceeding all comprehension ; love

® Exod. xxiii. 21, 11Tim.6.15; Rom.ix.8.  #Jobnxiv. 9.

H Psalm lxxxv. 10. N
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providing a sacrifice of infinite value and efficacy for
the expiation of human guilt, and the satisfaction of
Divine justice ; love reconciling sinners, chargeable
with the most unprovoked rebellion, and the most pro-
voking crimes, to their offended, Creator and Sover-
eign ; love, from eternity embracing the most unworthy,
and raising the most vile and wretched from the depths

“of pollution and misery, and the borders of hell and
despair, to the high privileges of the sons of God, en
earth, and to thrones of glory, in his preseace, in Heav,
en; they are, by the constraining influence of this great
and wonderful love of God, led to say with the Apos-
tle, surely ¢ God is love.””* And when the Son of
God, in whom the love of God thus shines, in all its own
attractive splendours, vouchsafes, according to his
promise, to-be in the midst of those who are met to-
gether in his name, for the purposes of religious wor-
ship, he fills the place in which they are assembled
with glory, by a most pleasing display of the glory of
God, which thus shines in his face. Hence they are led
to pronounce a day in his courts, where he thus manifests
himself, to those who humbly and devoutly wait upon
him, better than a thousand spent in the ordinary occu-
pations and enjoyments of life.

IL. The presence of the Lord fills bis house with glo-
ry, as it gives efficacy and success to the means of
grace dispensed in it, by which his name is emmently
glorified.. ‘

When a house is built for the Lord, and dedlcated
to him, it is to be considered as solemnly set apart
to the special purpose of accommodating his worship-
pers in fhe’ir attendance upon the ordinances of his

® Joha iv. 8.
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grace, and those exercises of devotion, which he has
appoioted, as the necessary and the best means for pro-
moting the salvation of sinners, and the edification of
his people. And if in compliance with this sacred and '
iawportant design, it be religiously improved, and the
worship of God be devoutly attended in it, and faith-
folly maintained on the p‘rinciples, and according to the
rules, of his word, it may then, with propriety, be call-
ed, The House of the Lord ; and he will assuredly
honor it with his presence,and the manifestations of his
glory.- . L

In such an house “ he records his name,”. while
there he appoints those ordinances to be observed,
which bear witness to their Divine Adthor, especially,
as they display the greatness of his love, and the riches
of his grace ; and to those, who in the place where his
name is thus recorded, humbly wait upon him in'the exer-
cise of faith and hope, and with the temper of love and
obedience, he will come and bless them. This he
will do by the communication of his -Spirit, to make
these ordinances effectual to the pramotion of their
present spirityal improvement, and of their future ever-
lasting happiness. Thus will they be most essentially
benefitted, and his name be eminently glorified.

The House of the Lord is designed to bean “ House
of prayer for all people.”* :}mhere his worshippers
are allowed and called ¢ by prayer and supplication,
with thanksgivings, to make kmown their requests,”
for themselves and each other, and for all men. And
when the Lord is present in his house, he pours out
upon these who humbly and devoutly wait upon him,
« the Spirit of grace and supplications.”’t And to

* Isaiah lvie 7. 1 Zech. xii. 10.
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their prayers, thus inspired by his Spirit, offered up.
according to the directions of his word, through the
mediation of his Son, ¢ He who heareth prayer,’’ will
vouchsafe a listening ear ; and in answering the prayer
of faith, he will shew himself * able and willing to do
exceeding abundantly, above all that they can ask or
thiok.”* There, also, offering their sacrifices of thanks-
giving to his name, with that affecting view of his glo-
rious perfections and wonderful works, and of his innu-
" merable and most precious benefits, temporal and spir-
itual, which they have .experienced, or for which they
are still allowed to hope, and with that lively impres-
sion of the manifeld, sacred, and tender obligations by
which-they are bound, He graciously regards and ac-
cepts of ¢ those offerings of their praise, as glorifying
him,” and he gives them more clear, enlarged, elevated
and delightful views of the glories which compose his
great name, of the excellencies of bis character, of the
works and benefits of his band ; and of that peculiar
¢ goodness of his House, which eminently constitutes
the glory with which he fills the place of his worship,
and in'which his sincere worshippers rejoice with the
highest satisfaction and delight.

Another object for which we are to assemble in the
house of the Lord, is to attend on the ministry of his
word. The word of the Lord, contained in the sacred
volames of the Old and New Testaments, was originally
spoken and written “ by holy men, as they were mov-
ed by the Holy Ghost 3>’ and ¢ the sacred Scriptures,
thus given by inspiration of God, are able, are designed
and adapted, to make men wise unto salvation, through
 faith which is in Christ Jesus ; and to be profitable for

® Ephes. iii. 0.
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doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness ; that the people of God may be thorough-
ly furnished unto all good works.”* But that the
Scriptures, may the better serve these important pur-
‘poses, the Lord, in his infinite wisdom and grace, bas
set apart in his church, an order of men, under the
character of his ministers, to preach the word, to declare
and explain the truths contained in it, and to present
_ them in the most impressive and persuasive ; man-

' ner, to the minds of their hearers. When he thus com-
mits the ministry of the word to those whom he has
chosen, called and qualified by his grace to be his am-

bassadors ; he may be expected to furnish them from
time to time with a- “ supply of his Spirit,”” propor-
tioned to their.work and their wants ; and baving ¢ this

sufficiency derived from God, who makes them able

ministers of the New Testament, they are prepared to-
fulfil their sacred trust, and arduous office, so as “ to
save themselves and those who hear them.”+

- And when, with the spirit of wisdom, fidelity, zeal,
and tenderness, becoming their office and station in the

church, they ¢ rightly divide tKe word of truth, keep-

ing back nothing that may be profitable to their hearers ;'

then is the hand of the Lord usually seen to be  with

" them ;" and his Spirit working by the word, makes it

visibly ¢ the power of God to salvation,” to some, at
least, ‘'of those . who' hear it, and bappily conducive, in

the case of those who-thus feel its saving power, to

their advancement in the life of grace, in the knowl-

edge of their Lord and Saviour, and conformity to his
example, and in the faith, the hope, and the consola-
tions of his gospel. In these admirable and excellent

® 2 Tim. iii. 15—17. t 2 Cor. iii. 5, 6 ; 1 Tim. iv. 16.
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effects of the ministry of his word, honored with his
special presence and blessing, how pleasing and desira-
ble are the displays of the glory of the Lord, with
. which he fills the Temple of his grace !

And when, to the preaching of the word, is added
the administration of those holy ordinances, Baptism
and the Lord’s Supper, which our Lord has instituted,
as the external sacred seals of the covenant of which
he is the blessed Mediator ; as the solemn memorials
of his everlasting love, and of the eternal redemption
procured by his death, and as the affecting, assuring
pledges of his constant, gracious' presence with ¢ his
church, which he has bought with his blood,” which
he sanctifies by his Spirit, and which, by his ordinan«
ces in his earthly sanctuary, he prepares and trains up
for the inheritance and enjoyment of his everlasting
kingdom of glory ; how interesting and delightful are
the displays of his glory, which we are called to con-
template, in these institutions of his house! And how
ardent should be the desires, and how high the satis-
faction, of his people, to see his power and glory,; thus
displayed in the sanctuary of their Saviour and their
God! - -
III. The presence of the Lord fills the house or
place of his worship with glory, as it affords, in the ex-
ercises of his worship, a delightful foretaste and antici-
pation of the glory of the heavenly state.

A Christian assembly seriously and devoutly em-
ployed in the proper business of the sanctuary, exhib-
its perhaps the best image of heaven, that can be pre-
sented to our view on earth. Gathered together, in
the name of their Lord, and favoured: with his spec‘fa!
* presence, while his Spirit descends upon them, to. ena-
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ble them to perform the holy services in which they
are engaged with united hearts, and with devout and
ferveat affections, they make a bear and delightful ap-
proach to God, and enter into the spirit of the worship -
and the joys of the church triumphant in heaven.

‘When the Lord, by an abundant sapply of his Spirit,
richly furnishes his ministers with grace ,and gifts, so
that they appear to be themselves clothed with righte-
ousness aad salvation, while proclaiming salvation in
the blood of the Lamb, to their fellow-men ; we are
led by this view of his ambassadors, acting by bis au-
thority and pleading in his name, to contemplate the
Redeemer himself, as from his heavenly throné, send-
ing his angels to testify of his glory, and of his grace to
the churches, and condescending to persuade those
who hear the voice of his mercy and love, to come unto
hirm, that they may have life, and every one that is a
thirst, and that is willing to come and take of the waters
of life freely. -

Does the gospel, preaclied in its purity, come to-
those to whom it is sent, * not in word only, butin
power,” so that through the Holy Ghost il proves ef-
fectual to awaken those who were before sleeping se-
curtly in a state of sin and condemnation ? Do we, in
consequence, observe the anxious eye, and perhaps the
starting tear, betraying the painful emotions of an heart
deeply impressed with a sense of guilt, an apprehen-
sion of danger, and a solicitude to learn the way of sal-
vation? We then see the hopeful indications of immor-
tal souls, excited to fly from the wrath to come, and re-
solwed to enter upon, and to pursue, the way which .
leadeth to life ; and we begin to feel a measure of « the
Joy that is in 2?x:;zaven over every sinaer that repenteth.”’

\
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‘When we see those, to whom the gospel, accompa-
nied by the enlightening, renovating energy of the Ho-
ly Spirit, bas proved the power of God to their salva-
tion, . manifesting their experience of this salvation, in
the humility and piety, the purity, righteousness, and
charity of the christian temper and character ; when
in the house of the Lord, especially we see the spirit
of devotion which animates the truly pious, in the sweet-
ly solemn air which sits on their. countenances ; when
we see their eyes sometimes melting into the tenderest
expressions of the gratitude and affection, which they
feel towards the God of their mercies, and of theit sal-
vation ; and of the compassion and love for their par-
ticular friends, and for the multitudes around them,
whom they ardently desire tobe partakers with them of
the same blessings of the Divine favour; and when in
the face irradiated with a kind of heavenly glory, of
which, like Moses, they are not themselves aware, we
see the mild beamings of faith and hope, of peace and
joy, elevating the soul above all the scenes, the cares,
the pleasures of earth and time, to that blessed world,
where with their God and Saviour, and all the ipnumer-
able company of holy angels, and of the spirits of the
just made perfect, they expect to ascend and dwell,
and rejoice and triumph forever : when we see theseap-
pearances of the presence of the Lord in the midst of
his worshipping people, and of his Spirit animating their
hearts, in the holy services in which they are engaged
in his house, and raising their souls into a near assimi-
lation to the company, to the employments, and to the
joys of heaven ; and when we ourselves cordially har-
monize with such worshippers in- their heavenly views
and feelings ; then do we, in an high degree, perceive
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the house of our holy solemnities filled with the glory
of the Lord. 'Then are we, in the desire and prospect
of joining, ere long, in the nobler worship in which the
charch is employed before the throne in heaven, led to
rejoice with joy unspeakable, and full of glory.

Of the place thus faveured with the presence, and
filled with the glory. of the Lord, we may well say with
Jacob, when in divine vision he beheld a ladder set upon
the earth, and the top of it reaching to heaven, and the
angels of God ascending and descending on it ; «“ How
awful is this place! This is none other than the house of
God, and this is the gate of heaven % And with the dis-
ciples, when they beheld our Lord transfizured before
them, and his face did shine as the sun, and his rai-
ment was white as the light, and Moses and Elias ap-
peared talking with him, we may say « Itis geod to be
here ! It is good indeed to behold the glory of our
Liord here : and this should we ardently desire o see,
as often as we come up to the house of the Lord our
God. : - ‘

But as here we cannot long abide, our views and de-
sires, by what we here behold and enjoy, should be
raised to that bright world, in which we hope ¢ to see
our Lord, as we are seen of him,”” and with unspeaka-
able triumph and transport, to behold his glory forever.

IMPROVEMENT.

I. Let us, with adoring hearts, recollect and consid-
er the grace and love of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
. has condescended to purchase and to sanctify to him-

* Genesis xxviii, 17.
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self, a church among men ; and now allows us {o hope
that he will fill this house, which we Irave prepared for
his service, with his glory.

This adorable God-man, in the character of the Re-
deemer of the world, was announced to our first parents,
immediately afler their unbappy fall, in that most gra-
cious and comprehensive promise ;  the seed of the
woman, shall bruise the serpent’s head ;” shall over-
come the devil, destroy his works, and restore multi-
tudes of his miserable captives, ¢ to the glorious liberly
of the children of God.”” In this view, he was promis
ed again and again ; aad still more plainly and fully
‘from time to time,.in the days of the patriarchs. He
was then exhibited, in a peculiarly instructive and im-
pressive manuer, in the sacrifices and types of the Mo-
saic dispensation. In succeeding times, his character,
his coming and his worka ; and the blessings of his sal-
vation were predicted by the prophets, through the in-
spiration of the Holy Spirit, in a light more clear, and
in terms more explicit, until the Spirit of prophesy, be-
gan to assume the language of history itself, in speaking
of “the suﬁ‘ermgs of Christ, and the glory that should
follow.”

At length, in “the fulness of the time,” appointed
and foretold, He, who in the beginning was with God,
and was God ; He by whom all things were made, and
by whom they are upheld and governed ; He, who is

' the Prince of life, and the Lord of glory, came down
1o our earth, * in the likeness of men, and in the form
of a servant ;> yet ¢ manifesting forth his glory, the
glory of the only begotten Son of God!” He came
ta that second femple, to which the promise was made,
that ¢ the glory of this latter house should be greater
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than that of the farmer,” because it should be filled
with the glory of his presence, .in our nature. He
came “ {o give the knowledge of salvation to his peo-
ple, by the remission of sins, through the tender mercy
of our God;”’ he came to pour out his bloed on the
cross, while ¢ be offered himself, through the Eternal
Spirit, without spot to God, that he might purge our
conscience from dead works,.to serve the living God.”
And having “ suffered for our sins, the Just for the un-
just,” he rose for our justification, and ascended to the
right band. of the Majesty on high, where ¢ he, who
was dead, is now alive, and liveth forever more,’’ exalt.
ed as « Head over all things to the Church.” The
Church he so loved, as. to give himself for it : this he
bought with his own most precious blood, and this he hon-
ors with his constant, gracious presence ; while by the
communication of - his Spirit,-he still continues with bis
ministers and his people ; and especially comes to
them, and meets . with them, and favours them with the
manifestations of his glory, in every place where they
are assembled for his worship, sincerely desirous of
drawing near to him, and humbly waiting for his bles-
sing in the ordinances of his gospel.

Are there, in the congregation for whose accommoda-
tion this house bas been built, a number of those ¢ who
have, through the Divine Mediator, access by the
Spirit to the Father,” as their God, and the God of
their salvation, who are now ‘ no more strangers and
foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of
the household of God!” who are “ builteupon the
foundation of the Apostles and Prophets ; Jesus Christ
himself, being the chief corner stone !>’ Of such there
are, I doubt not, a precious number to be found among

7

S |
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us, constituting a living branch of that genuine, boly,
catholic church, which is as old as the first promise of
the Messiah, made to fallen man. With humble confi-
dence then, may we of this church hope, that « our
Lord will be with us,”” and that he will fill with his
glory, this house, erected for his worship, and dedi-
cated to his service.

¢ But will Ged indeed dwell on earth ? Behold, the
heaven, and the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee !
How miuch less this bouse which we bave builded !*’

Yet will he in the condescensions of his grace, vouch-
safe to come and meet, in this house, as many as sin-
cerely desire his presence here ; and these he will bless
according to the promises of his word.

Thus may he be expected to distinguish this house,
not on account of any beauty, or excellence, or advan-

" tage belonging to the edifice itself; but because. here
he may be glorified ; while here sinners are brought to
experience the enlightening, saving power of his gospel ;
and while here, believers are, by the culture of the or-
dinances of his grace, trained up for future glory.

II. Letusbe excited and animated to the faithful and
cheerful performance of the important duties required of
us, as we would hope to see this house filled with glory.

Liet us gratefully feel and acknowledge our obligations
to the Lord, “by whose good hand upon us, we are
brought hitherto,”’ and are now allowed to appear before
him, and to attend on the exercises of his worship in this
house. - . ’

- From a®small beginning, our church, under many
difficulties, has become « greatly increased in its latter
end.”

The old house of wors!up, lately removed from tbe
ground on which this new edifice stands, within the rec-
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ollection. of some of you, was of but lttle more than
half the size, 1o which it was afterwards enlarged. From
the congregation worshipping in that first small and sim-
ple building, a considerable proportion, on account of a
difference in sentiment on some points of church govern~
ment, withdrew and formed the Presbyterian Church in
this city, which bas become the numerous and respecta-
ble body, which you see, under that name at this day.
Yet the growth of the original congregation which re-
mained, required, in the course of time, an addition to
their first house, which nearly doubled its size. After
a lapse of years, room was again wanting for a still grow-
ing people. 'The measure of providing a second house
of worship, wag then adopted, and accomplished, on
the principle, that the church, branched out into two
congregations, and worshipping in two houses, should
enjoy, alternately and equally, the labours of twe pas-
tors. 'That second house, neat and commodious,.was
also filled : and soon again you found a pressing de-
mand; which has existed and increased during some
years past, for many seats beyond the number, which
both your houses of worship could supply. To meet
this demand, and to provide, at the same time, for a
probable, and aceelerated increase -of numbers, for
whom further additional room might be required, it was
- judged expedient, to take down, rather than to enlarge
again, your ancient building, and in‘its place to eréct the
spacious edifice in which we are now assembled. This
edifice, while it exhibitsa new and noble style of archi-
tecture, and enriches our city with an additional pleas-
ing monument of taste and liberality, affords within its
capacious walls, the most convenient and desirable ac-
commodation fer a very large assembly.of worshippers.
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Who that is interested in the welfare of this branch of
the Christian church, can view this elegant and valuva-
ble building, without feeling the lively emotions of a pe-
culiar satisfaction and gratitude, while it is contemplat-
ed as the Ebenezer, which we have ralsed leshfylng
that ¢ hitherto the Lord hath helped vs.’ '

Let us then here pause and recollect the first
rise, the feeble origin, the remarkable prosperify, the
rapid growth, the present numbers and strength of this
church ; the two commodious houses of worship, with
which we are now provided ; and all the advantages
for attending the ordinances of the sanctuary, and sup-
porting the institutions of the gospel, and transmitﬁn’g
its privileges and blessings to succeeding generations,
which we enjoy under the smiles of a beneficent Provi-
dence ; and let the language of our admiring, adoring
hearts be, ¢ What shall we render unto the Lord for all
his benefits 2> « Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us,
but unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and for
thy truth’s sake 1 « For it is thou who performest all .
things for us.’

Having thus obtained help of God, and being thus
highly favoured of- the Lord ; and thus enceuraged to
hope, that ¢ he will still send us help from the sanctua-
ry, and strength out of Zion ;’ let us now, not reluc-,
tantly; but with a cheerful zeal, fnlfil our engagements
in defraying the whole cost of this very expensive, but
most valuable building. Although the sum expended
upon it, greatly exceeds our first expectations, yet,
it will not, I am persuaded, exceed the funds of this
church, united with those private resources of its mem-
bers and supporters, which may, with convenience, be
applied to this important object. Has there been any
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departure.from the principles of a rigid economy, in ra-
spect to the dimensions, the style, and cost of this edi-t
fice? But in regard to these circumstances, has the
credit of religion, and the lasting benefit, as well as the.
Ppresent .convenience of- this church, been consulted ?
May we not then, reasonably hope, that what has been
done in this case, with such worthy motives and views,
will not be displeasing to our gracious Lord, who loves a
cheerful giver, and delights in repaying what is freely
'given to him, with a becoming regard to his glory, and
geal..for the promolibn of his interests in the world ?
Did he not highly commend the affectionate piety of
the woman, who poured upon himself the box of prec-
ious ointment, which might have been sold for much,
and given to the poor ? And by that example, dre we
not instructed, that them who honor him, by devising
and doing liberal things, according to their abilities, for
. his sake and the gospel’s, he will also honor with his ap-
probation, and with the distinguishing blessings of his
favour ? Are you not also tanght by his word, that the
silver and the gold are his, which you employ in build
ing an house for him, and in pvroviding for his worship ;
in a word, that all in the heaven and in the earth is his ;
that riches and honor come of him ; that he reigns over
all ; that in his hand is power and jnight; and that in
his band it is to make great, and to ‘give strength unte
all 2 And do you not also know, that of all which you
receive from him, you are only stewards, accountable
to him as the Lord and owner of all, and under every
obligation of duty and interest, to improve the talents,
with which you are intrusted, to his glory ? Where-
fore attending with reverence to these intimations of

his: will, encourage yollxrselvea in the Lord your God ;
' 24
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persuaded, that as it was in your heart {o build such an
house to his name ; so now, if it be the sincere desire
of your hearts, that you may see it filled with his glory,
he will graciously accept and establish the work of your
hands, and still be with you, and bless and prosper
you, while you continne to love his church, and seek
its good. And for your particular encouragement, with
respect to this great undertaking, you may rest assured,
that the worldly substance, with which, from the dispo-
sitions of a pious heart and willing mind, you thus hon-
or the Lord, will be munificently recompensed to you,
in the course of his good providence ; perhaps, in part,
with a visible and rich increase of the good things per-
tainiog to this life ; but more especially, in an abundant
supply of the goodness of his house ; of the blessings
of his gospel, showered down npon your own souls, and
descending to your children, and chlldren s children,
for a long time to come.

Not satisfied with the honor of consecrating a portion of
your worldly interests, to the worthy design of building
this house for the service of the Lord, would you now
see it filled with his glory ? This should doubtless be
one of the favourite desires-of all our hearts ; and for this
should we earnestly pray to Him, who will be inquired
of by us, that he may do it for us ; while he is as will-
ing, as he is able, to do for wus in this case, as in all
other instances, exceeding abundantly, above all that
we can ask or think. ,

To him then, let our fervent, and continued petitions
be offered up, not only in the congregation, but in the
family, and the closet, that he may condescend to be
present with us, on all the occasions of our solemnly as-
sembling together in' his house, and favour us with the
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desirable displays of his saving power, and of his amiable
glories, in his sanctuary. Let it be our heart’s desire
and prayer, that here the heavenly doctrines of the
gospel ay be preached, and its holy ordinances ad-
ministered, in their genuine purity and simplicity ; that
here an uninterrupted succession of able ministers of the
New Testament, not of the letter, but of the spirit,
clothed with the mantle, and actuated by the princix
Pples, which distioguished those faithful and zealous ser-
vants of the Lord, who have in former times laboured
in this part of his vineyard, may bere stand and minis-
ter in his. sanctuary ; and in this golden candlestick of
the Lord, appear as burning and shining lights,” and
prove the hopored and bappy instruments of turning
many sinners from darkness, to light ; from the power of

- satan to God ; and of building up believers on their

most holy faith, and in their meetness for the inherit-
ance of the saints in light ; even the incorruptible, un-
defiled, and unfading inheritance, reserved for them in
heaven. Let us pray without ceasing, that here, one
generation after another, through the word of truth, and

_by the spirit of grace, may be born to God, and nour-

ished and strengthened by the provisions of his house,

~ and thus be prepared and trained up for the glory and

felicity of Heaven. Thus continuing instantin prayer,
and still praying in faith, we may then rejoice in the -
assured hope, that the Lord will hear and answer s in
mercy ; that he will condescend to come and dwell in
this house, as the place of his rest, because he hath de-
sired it ; that his eyes will be open, and his ears atten-
tive, to the prayers that are made in this place ; and that
here he will clothe his priests with salvation, and
abundantly bless the provisions of his sanctuary ; se
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that the poor, the bungry, waiting soul, shall be satis-
fied with bread, and his'saints be made to shout aloud
for joy. But not confining our views to ourselves, let
us embrace in our affectionate regards, the church of
Christ, in all other places, and let it be our earnest, con-
stant prayer, that all the nations of the earth may be
brought into it, as the willing people of our Liord; in
the day of his power. Then may we, with a joyful hope,
proportioned to the sirength of our faith, and the ardor
of our desire, anticipate the approaching happy day,
when the wountain of the Lord’s house shall be estab-
lished in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted
above the hills, and all nations shall flow into it. And
the Liord shall be unto his church an everlasting hght, :
and her God her glory.

Would you, my friends, in answer 1o your prayers,
see the glory of the Lord, and taste of his goodness in
this house ? Here then let your attendance upon the
worship of God, be as regular and constant as your
circumstances will permit. When you are under the
restraint of afflictive providences ; or when your situa-
tion will not admit of your waiting upon the Lord in
his house, if you at the same time really desire his
presence and favour, he will be as a sanctuary to you
at home, or wherever you may be in the way of duty ;
and he will bless you there, and bless you even by the
trials which prevent your improvement of the ordinan-
ces of hispublic worship. But when no insurmountable
obstacle lies in your way, neverallow yourattendance on
those services, in which you are called to appear be-
fore him in his house, to be prevented by the indnl-
gence of a spirit of sloth, by an unhallowed attention to
the affairs of this life ; by the unseasonable entertain-
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ments of the table ; by the intrusion of worldly compa-
ny 5 or by any dispositions or habits of a reluctant,
heart, or dissipated mind. If you thus wilfully ¢ forsake
the assemﬁling of yourselves together, as the manner of
someis,” you will most assuredly provoke the displeas-
wre of your God, who is 'p:xrlicularly and highly offend-
ed with- those who * prefane his sabbaths, and des-
Ppise his holy things,”” Your conduct in this case, also,
cannot fail te weaken the hands, and discourage the
hearts, of those who are called to-preach to you, that
word of the Liord, by which you wight be saved, but
within the joyful sound of which you refuse te come.
Let it be remembered, that every example of this
kind serves to sanction, and to increase, that neglect of
“the institutions of God’s house, that profanation of the
sacred day of the Lord, and that consequent corrup-
tion of mwrals, which are already awfully prevalent in
the community, and will most certainly, sooner or later,
draw down.upos a guilty land, the righteous judgement
of heaven. .But if you religiously ¢“decline doing your
own pleasure, on the Lord’s boly day, and call the
‘sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord honorable 3
if you esteem it “ good for you to draw near to God”
in his ordinances, and conscientiously improve your op-
portunities for ¢ appearing before him’ in his sanctua-
ry : then shall you know the ¢ blessedness of the man,
who keepeth the sabbath from pelluting it,” ¢ and who
loves the habitation of the Lord’s house, where his
saints rejoice in goodness.” ‘
‘When therefore the return of the season of public
worship, and the voice, or the examples of others ‘
. around you, call vpon you and say, ¢ Let us go into
the house of the Liord ;”’ then let your hearts cheer-

’a"
i

A



190 'SBRMON DELIVERED AT THE

fully reply, Lord, I come, “for my soul longeth for
the courtsof the Lord : and esteemeth one day enjoy-
ed in these, better than a thousand spent elsewhere.”

Parents and heads of families, shew your esteem and
delight in the ordinances of the Lord’s house, by resort-
ing to them with exemplary constancy and devotion;

. and bring your children with you,when they are capable
of a proper behaviour here ; that they may become early
habituated to respect the institutions of the sanctuary,
and that they may be brought seasonably into the way
of receiving the blessing of the Lord.

Children, be persuaded with willing minds,-to ac-
company your parents and friends to the house of the
Lord. For your encouragement in doing so, remem-
ber, that, in the temple which our Lord and Saviour,
filled with his glory, when he came in our nature, he
most kindly accepted the hosannas ef little children s
concerning whom he observed that ¢ out of the mouths’
of babes and sucklings the Liord ordaineth and perfecteth
praise !”” Remember, also, that the little children, who
are brought to him in faith, and who willingly come to
him, desirous of his blessing, he graciously receives into
the arms of his mercy ; and kindly ecirerishing them
in the bosom of his love, as the tender and favoured
lambs of his flock, he affectionately blesses ‘them, de-
claring, that of such is the kingdom of heaven;

‘Let the youth of our congregalioné, who are' par-
ticularly regarded as the rising hope of the church,
be entreated to attend our solemn assemblies, with
cheerfulness and constancy, watching attentively at

" wisdom’s gates, that they may hear divine instroction,
and by the doctrines of the gospel preached to them,
they may become ¢ wise unto salvation, through faith
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which is in Christ Jesus.”” Would .you, while rising
to fullness of stature, or maturity of years, increase in
wisdem and in favour with God and man ? Would you
be truly happy in yourselves, and aspire: to the - honor
of doing the greatest possible good to others ? * Re-
member then your Creator in the days of your youth,”
and seek without delay an interest it your Redeemer,
who declares, that ¢ they who seek him early, shall
find him.” Thus, will you become a seed whom the
Lord condescends visibly _to bless, and be prepared to
shew forth his praise, and to maintain his cause in
.the -world. - « Your fathers, where are they ? and the
phophets,” or ministers of God; ¢ do they live for-
ever ?”” Soon, my young friends, will your present pas-
tors, like those who have preceded them, ¢ finish the
course of their mortal lives, and the ministry which
they have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the
gospel of the grace of God.” And will you not, be-
fore they go, allow them the high and. peculiar satis-
faction, of seeing you added ‘to the church, among
« such as shall be saved,” and such as shall form some
of the most precious jewels in their crown of rejoicing
in the presence of their Lord, at his coming ?

Soon the heads of your "pious parents, if they yet
live, and of other ageéd christian friends will be laid
low under the clods of the valley ; and their happy .
spirits, separated from the family of God on earth,
and removed from the scenes of activity and useful-
pess, as. well as of trial, in which they ‘were placed
here, shall ascend to join the holy and bappy family
in heaven, where “all their work is praise and love,®
and their recompense is the fullness of everlasting joy,
in the presence of the Lord. How powerfully, how

~
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persuasively, then, should this eonsideration call upon
you to seek the grace of God, by which you may be
prepared to fill up the places of our fathers, and
become the honored instruments of upboldme; the
church, and supporting the throne of your Redeemer j in
the world, and of perpetuating the institutions of the
sancioary, and the blessings of. the gospel, to the gener:
ations, that are to follow you! Thus will yon become
bright ornaments of the . religion of Christ, and prove
rich blessings in your day, to his church on earth.
Thus, after perbaps, a lengthened course of service and
usefulness, you will become fitted for high stations of
honor and joy in the presence of your Lord in heaven...
Let the servants,* also, statedly worshipping with
us, be exhorted to consider, with, grateful hearts, the
desirable privileges with. which they. are. favoured in
baving so large a portion of this spacious building, as
well as of our other house of worship, appropriated to
your accommodation, in attending. upon the public
worship of God, the common Father of -mankind.
With him, as we are assured by his word, there is no
respect of persons, or preference given in shewing his
mercy to the children of men, on account of their na-
tional origin, or their sitvation in life. . With thank-
fulness and diligence then,. improve the advantages
_thus allowed you for attending our religious assemblies,
where you may ‘be instructed in « the faith once de-
livered to the saints,”” and become acquainleﬂ with
¢ the common salvation,”” putchased for all befiqverp
by the precious blood of Christ, and which is equally
¢nd most freely offered to all, who hear the joyful
sound of his gospel ; and where you may hope to see
* Alluding to the negro slaves, 'who aitend this place of worship, in
Jarge numbers, EDITOR. )
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the glory, and experience the grace, of that adorable
Redeemer of the world, whose ¢ gospel is preached
to the'poor,”” and whose spirit makes it- effectual ¢ to
open the eyes of the blind, toaccomplish-the deliver-
ance of the capfives of satan, and to restdre the wretch-
ed servants of sin, to the holy and happy liberty,
which is to be found in the service of God, and with
which the Son of God, the friend of sinners, makes
his redeemed people free indeed. Considering then,
your obligations, in these respects, carefully improve
the privileges which you enjoy in our houses of wor-
ship, pray that you may understand the truth and
grace of the gospel, when you attend the ministrations
ofit. Stady to walk according to it, in the course of
a sober, righteous and godly life ; and particularly,
by continuing, with good will, and all christian fidelity,
to perform the services which his word directs you to
do, tothose whom his providence has placed in author-
ity ever you, not merely as done unto men, but to the
Lord. Thus learning and obeying the truth, as itis
in Christ, and thus labouring to adorn, in all thinge,
the doctrine of God eur Saviour; you may comfort
your hearts with the assurance given you in his word,
¢ that whatsoever good thing any man doth, the same
shall he receive, whether he be bond or free.”

Let us all, in a word, whether ministering in holy.
things, or attending in a private capacity, the business
of the sanctuary ‘in this house, let us all engage
with united hearts in the holy services, to which we are
here called, from one sabbath and season of religious

" worship, to another ; and in all the commandments and
ordinances of the Lord, let us walk humbly, cheerful-
ly, constantly, 2a;ml exemplarily, that oir God and



194 SERMON DELIVERED, &c.

Saviour, who walks in the midst of the golden candle-
sticks, may behold us with approbation, and “that he
may be in all things glorified by us. .

Let us, in the fear and love of God, cultivate that
spirit of brotherly love, of peace and harmony, which
should ever distinguish a christian society, meeting in
the same house of the Lord, waiting upon bim in the
same religious exercises, enjoying the same gospel privi-
leges; and cherishing the pleasing,animating hope of shar-
ing the same incorruptible, uundefiled, unfading inherit-
ance in the kingdom of glory. Such a temper and con-
duct will contribute most certainly and remarkably,
to the strength, and the growth of this branch of the
church—of this department of that holy family, of which
Christ our Lord is the glorious head.

Thus, united as members of the household.of faith ;
thus by love serving ene another ; and thus with one
mind and one mouth glorifying God, even the Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and honoring the Son, even
as we honor our Father, we may rest assured, that
the God of love and peace will be with us, and by an
abundant communication of the spirit of grace, will filt
thls house with glory.

Beholding this glory of the Lord in his sanctuary

" below, we shall be changed unto the same image from

glory to glory, as'by the spirit of the Lord 3 and thus
will our preparation ‘and meetness be advanced for
that bright and blessed world, where the redeemed are
before the throne of God, and serve him day and night
in his temple ; and he that sitteth on the throne, shall
dwell among them, and they, beholding his glory, shall
be satisfied with his likeness, trinmph in his high
Ppraises, and be filled with the Joy of their Lord for-
ever. AMEKN.
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®
ADDRESS,

OF THE
.
GONGREGAT]ONAL SOCIETY FOR RELIGIOUS WORSHIP
AND IMPROVEMENT.

ON FRIDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER 22d, 1811,

t

+ Ir is with peculiar satisfaction, my worthy
friends, that I have witnessed the recent estabhsbment,
and the promising progress, of thls society ; and that
I now meet you here for the purpose o uniting with
you in those interesting rellgwus services, .which form
the leading objects for which it was instituted,

Cherishing the hope that you are already joined to
the Lord in a perpetual covenant not to be forgotten ;
or feeling a solicitous concern that you may be found
among the genuine disciples'and followers of Christ ;
and at the same time conscious of your own weak-
nesses and necessities, and aware of the advantages to
be derived from your assouatm«r frequently together
for religious worship and improvement, you have wise-
ly and well, resolved, to meet together statedly, at
least on one evening in the course of every week, for
these important purposes.
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And in whaf®ygay could an hour or two, at such
times, be employed, that would be better adapted to
promote the spirit of piety in your own souls, and to
encourage each other’s hearts, and strengthen each
other’s hands, in the great duties, and under the vari-
ous trialy, of the christian life ?

Nor are your views-of ‘advantage limited merely to
yourselves ; as you cheerfully welcome your neigh-
bours around you to join with you in your social wor.
ship, and your already considerable: and gradually in-
creasing collection of religious books are designed, not
merely to be read for the common benefit in the meet-
ings of your society, and for your individual improve-
ment in your retired hours ; but to be loaned also, un-
der proper regulations, to -your friends, who may be
desirous of perusing them ; while in your united

rayers, it is your purpose and your practice, to re-
member and to plead for the church of Christ general-
ly, and those branches of it especially with which you
are more immediately connected; for the nation also,
to which you belong, and in whose safety, peace, -and
prosperity, the most valuable privileges of men, civil
and religious, and many of your dearest worldly com-
forts and enjoyments are deeply involved ; in a word,
for the temporal happiness and eternal salvation and
felicity of "your brethren of the great family of man,
‘throughout the world.

Such are your worthy views, and such the unport-
ant objects contemplated in the formation of this so-
~ -ciety; the design is certainly in itself laudable ; and

if, in pursuing it, you continue te be actuated by pure
and upright principles and motives,- and carry it on
with a spirit of becoming union, harmony and zeal,
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you need not doubt, but that the Lord your God and
Saviour, whom you thus altempt to serve ipd honor,
and who has i)romised his special presence “ whereyer
two or three are met together in his name,” for such
purposes ¢ will be with you,” and will favour you with
his acceptance and blessing,. and crown you with the
honer by which all his saints are distingqished.
“Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to
another, and the Lord hearkened and heard, and a
book of remembrance was written before him for them
‘that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name :
and they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that
. day when I make up my jewels.”* The circum-
stances of your situation in the world, added to the
necessities of your souls, having originally suggested
the expediency of such a religious association, will, I
trust, still recommend and urge your unremitted at-
tendance on its meetings, and its exercises, as consti-
_tuting at once the most profitable and the most agreea-
ble employment to which the evening could be devot- .
ed. : L .
You need not be informed,—you must be well aware
-and sensibly feel, how much you need all the aid, which
you can by any means afford to each other in the all
important concerns of religion. Surrounded with the
muoltitude of the careless and the profane, who live
without God in the world, and in the neglect and con-
tempt of the gospel of Christ, and of the salvation of their
own souls, and who pursue the perishing interests, and.
the destructive pleasures of the world, as the only ob-
_jects of their warm regard ; are you not liable to-feel
the unhappy influence of their conversation and con-

* Malachi iii. 16, 17,
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duct, in abating the life and fervor of religion in your
hearts, and assimilating you too much in your practice
tp the fashion and the course of this evil world ?

To persevere stedfast and unmoyed in the narrow
way of holiness, which leads to life, in opposition to the
vastly greater pumbers, who are travelling in the broad
way of sin, through scenes of present unrestrained in-
dulgence, down to the regious of eternal death ; while
the corrupt propensities of your fallen, depraved na-
ture, powerfully impel you ¢ to follow a multitude to
do evil,” is like sailing against an unfavourable wind
and tide combined. And it requires no amall degree
of watchfulness and resolution, of fervor in prayer, and
activity in labour, in such circumstances, to hold fast
your own integrity, to keep a conscience void of wilful
offence, and to guard against the danger of declension
and backsliding, and much more 8o, * to grow in grace
and in the knowledge of your Saviour,” and to advance
from strength to strength in your christian course.
“ Who is sufficient for these things ** Of yourselves,
you know, you are not. Under the conviction of this,
it is then undoubtedly your wisdom, to avail yonrselves
of all the desirable help which you can obtain. And
while you look chiefly by faith and prayer, to your
God and Saviour, that he may < perfect his strength
in your weakness, and make his grace sufficient for
you,” .itbehoves you, at the same time to study how
you may become, in the most effectual manner, “helpers
of each other’s faith and joy,” and spiritual improve-
ment. For this purpose no means, subordinate to the
ordinances of the sanctuary and the devotions of the
closet, could bave a more favourable tendency, or
promise a better result, than those which you are pur-
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suing, while thus meeting together regularly from time
to time ; that you may attend to some peculiarly -in-
structive, searching, quickening or comforting, pore
tions of scripture ; or pious practical discourses of the
" most approved authors, which may be read among
you; that you may perhaps occasionally engage in
conversation on interesting religious subjects, condu-
cive to mutual information. and edification ; and that
you may ¢ pour out your hearts” together before the
Liord in prayer, for all the supplies of mercy and grace,
which you need. in the whole ¢ourse and circumstances
of your work and warfare ; in social prayer vaturally.
rendered more fervent, and therefore likely to be more’
effectual, by the consideration of your joining together
in the same solemn act of worship, having in géneral the
same sins, wants and sorrows, the same fears, doubfs
and desires to spread before God, and standing equal-
ly in need of the same blessmgs of his ‘grace and salva-
tion. o

¢¢ As iron sharpeneth iron, so doth the countenance |
of a man his friend.” - And greatly “is " the soul often
enlivened, and improved by joining in such religious’
exercises, as those which you have here in view, '
with . christian . friends and associates. © David, no’
doubt knew the value of religious society, when he said,
“1 am a companion of all them that fear God and keep -
his commandments,” and when he spoke of * his good-
ness- as extending not to the Liord, but to the saints
that are in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom C
was all his delight.”? '

Have not you also, often experienced important ben-
efits in: a' similar way ? In your ordinary "intercourse
with your christian friends; if you have perceived
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them to be engaged, with some becoming degree of
zeal or liveliness in ‘the service of their God, and in "
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impenitence,’ their unbelief and their disobedience to
the gospel, which you profess to adorn ?
"+ How cheering, also, how delightful is the hope; that
the prayers in which you here unite, may be gracious-
ly answered by ¢ Him who heareth prayer,” in the
blessings of his favour, showered down in rich abun-
~.dance upon yourselves, and upon many others, whom
you bear on your hearts, in your devout addresses at
the throue of Grace ?

“ The effectval fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much.” The united prayers of the faithful,
-we are encouraged and warranted by the best authori-
-ty to expect, may be still more availing. For to such
prayers, our Lord has certainly given some special
and peculiar encouragement, when he says ; <« Jf even
two of you shall agree on earth, as touching any thing
that they shall ask,”” (in his name, and agreeably to .
the word and will of God,) ¢ it shall be done for them
of my Father, who is in heaven.” Now it is the de-
clared will of God, that in the religious assemblies of
his people  their supplications, prayers and interces-
* sions, with giving of thanks, should be made, not only
for themselves, but for all men.” You have then
abuadant reason for bejng strong in faith, and cherish-
-ing a good hope, and the most enlarged expectations,
while you continue to unite your hearts with your
¥oices in.praying, not only for the salvation and the
prosperity of your own souls, and for the edifica-
tion and peace of the church of Christ and its individ-
ual members ; but for the wider spread and growing |
success of the gospel in the world, that it may hate a
free course and be glorified, in the salvation of multi-
tudes in every nati,o::; ; and that the kingdom of our
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Redeemer, which is the kingdom of grace and righ-
teousness, may be established and grow, and floarish,
on the ruins of the usurped dominion of satan, where-
ever the children of men dwell on - ¢ all the face of the
earth.,”” Aund surely you cannot have less cause for
believing and hoping, that you may be gracionsly
heard and answered, whea it is ‘ your heart’s desire,
and your prayer to God,” for your brethren around you,
who enjoy with yourselves the external privileges of -
the gospel dispensation, without having yet experienc-

ed its saving operations, that while they are permitted

to “see the heavenly light,” and to ¢ hear the joyful

sound of the gospel,”” they may be made to feel its

divine energy, in *turning them from  darkpess to

light, from the power of satan to God, and from their

sins unto righteousness, so that they may obtain the
forgiveness of their sins, and the salvation of their souls,

and an everlasting inheritance of life and glory, among

all them that are sanctified, through the faith that is in

Jesus Christ.” ,

Since then you are thas authorized to hope, that you
may receive the most important benefits to yourselves,
and at the same time prove instramental in securing
the most precious blessings of the grace and love of
God in Christ Jesus, to an unknown number of ‘your
fellow-men ; let your hearts be encouraged and ani-
mated by these considerations and prospects ; and let-
3 itbeyour particular study and- care, that you may
& Wiitinue to be of one mind, and of one accord, and that
1i‘h‘uly christian spirit of charily, zeal, and con-
ey, you may perse\ere in improving the means to
&R ‘you have thus resorted, and which you are now

Q@Cor the auamment of those most interesting
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and. desirable objects, 1o which your views were di-
rected in the eslabllshment of this society, ‘

" For these purposes, may the.God of love, of peace,
and of all grace, be with you : and may you find him
ever present and ever ready, ¢ to do for you, exceeding
abundantly, above ail' that you can ask or think ;" )
through the riches of his grace in Jesus Christ our
" Redeemer and Mediator ; ¢ who is,”” with the Father
and the Holy Spmt, ‘¢ over all, God blessed for ever.
" Amex !”



LETTERS.

YO MISS N. R.

ALEXANDRIA, JUNE 25,1734
MY DEAR K.

Frox the intimate acquaintance whick
has for a considerable time subsisted between us, I am
induced to believe, that you will take in good part, the
freedom of a familiar letter. It is dictated by senti-
ments of sincere and tender regard for you, designed,
while it gratifies my own feelings, to afford yeou, if not
an improving entertainment, at least an innocent amuse-
ment in some of your unemployed moments.

The esteem which I have entertained for your very
worthy parents, ever since my first knowledge of them,
would npaturally lead me to indulge some partiality
for these also, who must be particularly dear to them,
in the relation of cpildren. Even upon this principle,
I have always deriv€d much pleasure, from that vnre-
served intercourse with you all, from the eldest to the
youngest, which I have enjoyed during the short stay
that I am allowed to make in the family, once in the
year since your removal from Alexandria. - But this
pleasure, I can with sincerity assure you, is greatly in-
creased by those promising appearances in your char-
acter, which incline me to hope, that, as you severally
advance forward on the stage of life, you will individu-
ally merit the respect that is always paid to virtue, and
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conciliate the love and favour, which are always shewn to
persons of agreeable dispositions, and amiablc conduct,
‘While I freelx'express this sentiment, which I think to
be true in itself, and not improper to be communicated to
you, I have no inclination to deal in the language of
flattery. My only aim is to encourage those prmenples,
and to cherish those opening buds, which may hereaf-
ter, with due culture, be productive of the bappiest con-
sequences, and crowned with the most desirable fruit.

I need not remark to you, my dear, that youare now
arrived at an age; when the little pursuits and amuse-
ments, which properly enough engage the attention and
constitute. the hhppiness of children, would be to you
as unbecoming, as they are unseasonable. I have no
room to doubt, but that you have commenced the
young woman, with. sentimeits suited to support and
adorn that more important character, in which you now
appear. I am sure that the motives whichserve to en-
force the culli\;ation of such sentiments, and of a cor-
respondent practice, are too ohvious not to be discern-
ed ; too forcible not fo be felt, by you. They are
drawn from the consideration of your own credit and
interest, which upon the score of a justifiable and laud-
able self-love, cannot but be very dear fo you'; and
from a principle of - gralitude to those, whose study it
has been to furnish your mind with every valuable ac-
complishment, of which it was suscephble in the earlier
days of your youth. To the soft, but powerful, influ-
ence of this most amiable principle of your nature, your
tender bosom cannot be insensible. = And how pleasing,
how delightful must be the sensations which will arise
in your own heart from the reflection, that while you
are pursuing your own truest honor and happiness, is
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those paths of piety and virtue, which the affectmnate
care of your parents has so early marked out, "and so
earnestly recommended to your choice ; you are at the
same time making them the best, the most satisfactory
return, which they could possibly wish to reeeive.
To- such a kind requital, they have surely the best
founded claim : and as I am well convinced, that yon
are oot wanting in a dieposifion to pay it, s0 it is wiih
the sincerest pleasure, I find, that your endeavours in
that way have not been meﬂ'ectual Your dear moth-
er expresses, in terms pot a little flattering, her appro-
bation of your conduct ; and also of that of your little
sisters, since the weighty charge of the family has fal-
len, in so~great a degree, upon herself. Her instruc-
tions and example, I doubt nof, have had an happy in-
fluence. Let them be duly attended to for the time to
come. You cannot-fail to profit greatly by them.
And think how happy it will make your horored fath-
er, should he be restored to you, to participate in the
praises, which be shall find his children have been, and
I truet will still continue to be, ambitious to deserve..
Butwhether he is reserved for the enjoyment of so great
" a satisfaction, is yet to us a distressing uncertainty.
What the determination'of Previdence respecting him
may have been, time will at length discover; and pos-
sibly the discovery may be such, as will gretify the
warmest wishes of all who are now anxiously concera-
ed for his safety. In the mean time, this we have the
best ground to believe, that it is well with him. There
s no situation into which be may be cast, but what I
trust will be sanctified to bis bepefit. And if bis con-.
- mexion with this life has ceased ; if the happy days
- which he has heretofore spent with,the amiable partner
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of his bosom, m(h the children of hls 1ove, are not te be
rencwed ; if the joys which he might have yet promis-
ed himself, from this purest and richest source of earth-
. Iy felicity, are not.to be realized ; let us comfort our-
selves with the hope, with the assureé persuasion, that
‘he has a far happier lot in the glorious family of heav-
‘en, where the pleaqures of fnendshlp are undissembled
and complete ; where the blessings of soelely are ex-
alted to their highest perfechon, and permanent as eter-
mty.» In whatever manner this very interesting mat-
ter may be ordered, it cer,tiainly becomes us, with un-
repining resignation, to acquiesce in the event, and to
adore the hand by which it has been directed ; not
doubting but that what God has done, is intended to ac-
complish some desngn of infinite wisdom, goodneas, and
love to him, and to all intimately and lendcrl) connect-
ed with him. -

I know, my dear N. that to.be deprwed should it be
your lot, so early in life, of so valuable a parent, is an
. affliction in itself, very severe, and which you must
deeply feel. Yet, let it be considered, that even this,
as well as every other i)ainful stroke which you have
already felt, or which may yet await you;.may be over-
ruled, so as to work for good, and will infallibly do 8o, il
wisely improved. It is good, as the Prophet expresses
it, to bear the yoke in one’s youth.  Our condition
must be privileged beyond the common lot of the most
virtuous and the most happy on earth, if we do not of-
ten, during our progress . through life, expenence
the bitterness of disappointmeni in some of our favourite
hopes, and suffer tbe painfal loss of some of eur most |
valued enjoyments. It may therefore be highly ex-
pedient and salutary, to set ont in life, under a disci-
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pline, adapted to form the mind to habits of reflection
and resignation, by which it will be best prepared to
meet, and to sustain, the trials of succeedmg years.
Trials, of one kind or other, must be’ expected. by all
the children of Adam, who are born to trouble, as the
sparks fly upward.'- They usually become more fre-
quent and painful, as we proceed further in our pilgri-
mage {hrough life ;- and- they are, if not absolutely nec-
essary, at least highly conducive to the safety and
prosperity of our souls. Wise and happy are they,
who have been early taught to view them in this light,
and to bedr them, when they come, with smtable humll~
ity and patience. :
. Whatever may be the portion of affliction allotted to
you, I hope you will never allow yourself to sink in
- despondence under it : but that you will study to add
to that softness and sensibility of heart, by which I
~ wish to see you ever distinguished, that spirit of christ-
ian faith and fortitude, which overcometh the world.
This is to be sought by earnest prayer, and to be cher-
ished by a life of sincere piety, and uniform holiness.
And they who conscientiously aim to approve them-
selves to God in these duties, trusting in the merits and
grace of the Redeemer, for their acceptance and re-
- ward, may, even in the darkest day and most trying
hour of life, rejoice in thg Lord, and joy in the God of
their salvation. For the mercy of the Lord is from
everlasting to -everlasting, o those who thus keep his
covenant, and to these who thus remeinber his . com-
mandments to do them. As a Father pitieth his chil-
. dren, so will the Lord pity those who thus fear and
serve him. Such he will never leave nor forsake.
From such he will never take away his loving kindness.
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In' bis protection they shall be safe : in the light of his
countenarce they shall be happy. They who have no
claim to these privileges of tlie true christian, will be
left poor and wretched in the midst of the . greatest
prosperity of this world ; but they who have been wise
to secure their interests in these, may solace themselves
with pleasures and with hopes, which its most flattering
smiles cannot inspire, and which its severest gfflictions
cannot take away.

I shall not apolog:ze for the serious strain in which I
write.” It is tha( which is wmost familiar 1o my pen,
-which I believe will best correspond to the feelings of
your heart. The sentiments of religion which I bave
taken occasion to suggest, cannot be unpleasiog to you.
Religion I am persuaded, you wish to make the primary
object of your attention. In the practice of it, I am
sure, you will find your truest and highest happiness.
‘Though its aspect be grave, yet is it not severe.
Though its laws inculcate sobriety of mind, and of man-
ners, yet do they not forbid, but rather encourage,
cheerfulness of temper. It never was intended to make .
our pleasures less ; but' on the contrary, to improve,
" exalt, and multiply them. "And accordingly, its ways

will be pronounced by them who trave! in them, to be
ways of pleasantness, and they will find all its paths
peace. Religion is indisputably the highest wisdom,
the brightest ornament, the richest treasure; of buman
nature. The dear young friend to whom I write, will,

" T trust, ever reckon it among the most attractive charms
of her youth. She will certainly find the best support
of herage (should life extend so far) of her sweetest
solace in every season of affliction and sorrow on earth.
Bat what langau;ge can speak the advantage of it, in a
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dying hour ? And a dying houris what we sl;ould nev-
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BATH, (vmcmm) AUGUST 3, 1785,
jutd dear friend would certainly blame me, and very
Jjustly too, if in my present situation, with niy time so
much at .my own disposal, I should omit a favourable
opportunity of discharging one of the kindest offices, that
can be shewn to an abseat friend. I am apprehensive,
indeed, that you will find it performed in a manner little
suited to gratify your feelings and expectations ; but I
am desirous to offer you something in this way, that
may serve as a testimony at least of my good will, per-
suaded that your usual candor, or rather partiality, will
dispose you to read whatever I write, with all the in-
dulgence I could reasonably ask, if not wit!x all the.pleas-
ure I would wish to afford. And if my writing may on-
ly answer the purpose of furnishing you with an inno- -
cent and agreeable amusement for a few moments, |
shall think the time bestowed upen this, among the best
employed, and happiest hours, of the sweet leisure
I now enjoy.

After an easy and agreeahlg journey, m y fellow trav-
eller and myself arrived bere, through the favour of a
kind Providence, on the fifth day after leaving. Alex-
mdna. The ride itself contributed to- the restoration
of my strength and spirits, even beyond my expecta-
tions, more especially when we spproached towards the
mountainous country, where every breeze seemed to
breathe health and- cheerfulness ; and my residence
here, as far as I can judge from the expenence 1 have
yet had of it, seems likely to prove no less favourable

" to the object of my visit. Independently of the water
for which this place is chiefly famed, it seems to have
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been particularly designed by the beneficent Creator, to
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is to be ascribed, whether to the use of the water, or to
the change of air, or to any other cause, I have certain-
ly felt myself much better hitherto, than when I left
home ; thongh I still find that I am not perfectly freed
from all remains of my former fever. - I am not without
bepe, however, that after spending two or three weeks
more here, I shall return.to Alexandria with a greater
stock of health, than I have possessed for a twelve
month past. S
.The campany. collected here is not yet very numer-
ous, bat appears to be daily increasing. The methods
of spending the time are as various, as the circumstap-
ces, characters, and dispositions of the people. We
have balls and plays, and gaming houses, and during
the last week, sermons almost every day by the metho:
dists. And upon one or other, upon fewer or more of
these, the gay, the dissipated, the serious, attend, as
vanity, passion, or conscience happen, to have a deter-
mining influence. For my own part, as I never yet
found happiness in a crowd, or in the usual occupations,
either of the busy or the idle, 1 have chosen to pass
my time chiefly in retirement. And I felicitate my-
self that I have it in my power to do so, as I am pro-
vided witlr a private room, just large enough-to contain
abed and a chair, with the liberty of a comfortable
parlour, not yet appropriated, and a charming cool
piazza, fronting the high mountain mentioried above,
and approaching within a few yards of the fine stream
of water, flowing from -the springs of. health, near to
which ‘the -house -is. sitvated, and yet remote from
noise. ' ~
Sweet solitude ! But ah ! one thmg is- still wantmg
to complete the scene, and give the full relish of it.

~

T
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‘What that'is, your own feelinge, willt readily suggest,
when you reflect how defective are all the advantages
of situation, and all the other enjoyments of life, with-
out the society of those, whose souls are united - with
ours, in the tenderest intercourse of friendship and af-
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‘To the first of these, I hope y our retreat in the country
will greatly contribute: And the last of them I know
Yyou have sometimes experienced already, in a degree
which Ishould covet to attain, in preference to all be-
sides, which can be enjoyed on earth ; for to feel this
composure, this elevation of soul, is to anticipate the
rest, and the blessedness of heaven‘itself. - '
".Q my friend, when 1 have heard you talk, lhough
with all that jealous distrust of yourself, which true hu-
mility ever inspires, of the love of God shed abroad
upon your heart, of the aspirations of your goul after
the fullest conformity, and the nearest approach to the
adorable Author of your being and redemption ; and of
the hope which you could not but sometimes eritertain,
of rising to fullness of joy in his glorious presence, I
could not but wonder, that you should at all, and much
more so generally, indulge a spirit of dejection and
mourning. At such season, I could not forbear rejoic-
ing on your account, though on my own I could feel
nothing but sensations of shame and self-reproach, un.
der the conviction of my guilty deficiencies in these
exercises and attainments. - And amid the painful re-
fiections usually excited by .every serious and impartial -
investigation of my own heart, and my conduct, I still
feel the most cordial satisfaction in the thought, that I
am warranted to apply to you all the comfort, which
that expression and affectionate exhortation of St.
‘Paul is intended to convey to the true christian;  Re.
joice .in the Lord, always, and again 1 say rejoice.”
Though the power of sin may not yet be entirely sub-
~ dued within you, and you may find abundant cause to
renew the tears of ‘your repentance every day ; yet let
your heart remain open at the same time to the sensa-

-

’ 5
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tions of holy joy, remembering that the God with whom
.you have to do, is mercifiil and gracious, forgiving ‘the
iniquity, transgression and sin of every true penitent ;
and that you have also an Advocate with the Fa-
ther, Jesus Christ, the righteous, who can be touch-
¢d with the feeling of your infirmities, and ever.
lives to make intercession for you ; and will secore
a divine acceptance for all your good desires and
faithful services, however feeble and imperfect.
Should the troubles of the present life, seem to bear
hard and long upon the flesh, ever tender of itself, and
averse from sufferiug of every kind, count it, never-
theless, all joy when you are called to endure trials of
this nature, esteeming them, not according to the sug-
gestions of sense, but according to the representations
given of them in the gospel, which teaches you to view
them as the discipline of a Father’s hand, and as com-
paratively light and but for a moment, while they .are
working for you a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory. Or should the fear of death, and more
especially, of the pain of dissolution, begin to spread a
gloom over your spirits, banish at once every melan.
choly idea on this subjeet, and lift up your head and
your heart with joy, in the persuasion, that your re-
demption is then drawing nigh; and that when your
earthly house of this - tabernacle shall dissolve, you
havé then a building of God, an house not made with
lrands, eternal in the heavens ; where mortality, with all
its attendant evils, shall be swallowed upin everlasting
life and happiness. Have yon not through the abound-
ingriches of divine grace, and by the great and precious
promises of the gospel, a claim to all these consola-
- tions, in time, and to all these. hopes for eternity ?
Let not then these divine consolations be small with
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‘yous let not thése animating hopes be rejected. For

these, and these alone, can effeciually sooth your soul
into aweet serenity, when disquieted within you, and
raise it in holy trinmph; when bowed down under the
‘various sorrows of this woild of affliction and trial. -

1 know 1o whom | write, or I might perbaps think it
necessary to-add some admonitory hints of a different
tendency, to counsel you to temper your joys and your
hopes; with moderation and fear.” But {am well aware,
that" you require little captionary adviee of this kind,
as you are already but too much digposed to write bitter
things against yourself, and to-cherish distressing doubts
and appré@hs'io'ns'." when you have the best ground to
say, “ § know in whom I have.believed ;”° and in whom,
believing, you should rejoice, with joy unspeakable, and
full of glory. On this account f ésteem- it my duty,
ag much as'it is my inclination, to use my best endeavs
ours to be an helper of your joy. And though I should
be able to do nothing more teward the accomplishment
of so0 friendfy a désign, than merely to express the de-
sire of my hear!, and shew my good will; perhapseven
this; as it affords some little satisfaction to my own
mind, may have some favourable influence aleo upon
youts. I shall not bowever be at all disappointed, if
I should appear to you, like the friends of Jeb, in the
days of his distress, ‘a miserable comforter, as unsucs
cessful, as I am unskilled,  in the business I am so for-
ward to attempt. Corscious of my own defective talents
fot executing properly, this tenderest office of friend-
ship, I commend you to the affection and experience
of one much better qualified for 'it, and at the same
time, possessed of the peculiar advantages and opporta-
nities, arising fr;fn_ that most intimate and dear relation

3 . :
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in which he is connected with you ; and my prayers
shall not cease to be offered up for you, to Him whe
‘alone is able eﬁ'ectually to establish, strengthen, and
comfort you.
This I suppose will ﬁnd you still in the country, as

that is undoubtedly the situation most favourable fo the
recovery of your heslth. All I fear is, that you wil
feel yourself rather too solitary there, unless you are
on a footing of »agreeable intimacy with the good family
in which you reside. I persuade myself that you will
find them social and friendly, and disposed te contrib-
ute every thing-in their power, to your eomfort and hap-
piness. If so, they have my blessing, if that will avail
any thing, for my heaft blesses every body that shews
you any kindness. Have you the society of either of
your dear little children.? Your maternal feelings, the
tenderest and most exquisite of which the human heart
is susceptible, will not readily cansent to forego the en-
tertaining prattle and play of the one, and the still more
sweetly engaging smiles, of the other. But if circums
stances require yon to deny yourself for a short season,
in these most innocent and ‘delightful of all secial pleas.
ures, comfort yourself in the mean time, that you are
using the means for prolonging them ; and that a tempo-
rary suspension of enjoyment, gives it a higher value
and relish when restored. 1 feel the force of this con-
sideration mysélf, at the present moment. What I
now most want, is the society I.most value. But the
prospect of enjoying it ere long, with increased pleas-
ure, reconciles me to the most disagreeable circumstance
of my present situation, or at Jeast helps me to bear it
without repining. I cannot yet name the time of my
return ; but whether absent or present, be assured that
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Your interests lie very near my heart; and that you,
and all who are dear fo you, will be bappy both now
and forever, if kind Héidven favours the warmest wishes
of your very sincere and affectionale friend.

ISAAC 8; KEITH,

G e KR
¥0 REV. DR. 8.

[ THE FIRST LETTER WRITTEY AFTER HI$ SETTLEMENT IR .
CHARLESTON.] .

, CHARLESTON, APRIL 18, 1789,
amv‘ AND DEAR S8IR, )

Br the return of the same conveyance which brought
me your very acceptable favour of the 10th of Deec.
last, I wrote to one of your family, and desired my core
diul thanks for it, to be presented to you. Particular
eircumstances prevented me from gratifying my wishes,
in writing to yourself at that time. I rely on your well
known benevolence, and long experienced friendship,
to-excuse the omission, and with pleasure, improve the
present.opportunity for returning you in this way, my
best acknowledgements for your much valued letter,
qnd fer all the instances and expressions of your kind
and friendly regards, with which you have honored me.

The generous interest which your worthy family, to-
gether with yourself, take in my concerns, and the
pleasure which you feel in what contributes to my hap-
piness, afford me a very peculiar satisfaction, ‘For
such testimonies of the affectionate remembrance of me,
by ‘persons whose favourable opinion and good will, is '
so highly flattering and pleasing to me, what adequite
returns can I make ? They-will be recollected with the
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“liveliest o'ramude and as my heart has long cherished
the sentiments and feelings of a sincere esteem, and

" cordial friendship for you, and can never forget the

many improving and happy hours, which 1 have enjoy-
ed among you ; so it will, I think, never cease to feel
itself very tenderly interested in your welfare, and fer-
vently to pray, that the bountiful Author of all good,
may suitably and abundantly reward all your kindness
shewn fo me, and make you all happy in every blessing
of his providence and grace.
, Your excellent hints of advice, are worthy of your
character, your age and experience ; and I hope they
will be remembered by me for the government of my con-
duct, with the respect and reverence due to the coun-
sels of piety and wisdom ; and with the regards due to
the dictates of an affection truly paternal.

I feel the weight of the chare:'é which I have under-
taken here ; and undera consclousness of my unworthi-

ness of the trust commilted to me, and unfitness for the -

work in which Tam employed, I find sufficient cause for
“humiliation, and many apprehensions. ButT desiretohave
my dependence still placed, and fixed, on that grace,
which I know is sufficient for me, and on' that strengﬂl,
which: can be made perfect in the greatest human weaks

ress. It is to me a very. comfortable circumstance of

my situation here, that the benevolent and friendly dis-
position of the people, whom T am called to serve in the
gospel, inclines them, fo receive such services as I am
able to render them, with all the candor and indulgence,
which I could reasonably wish or expect. May that
candor and indulgence, and all their kind, and respect-

ful attentions to their ministers, be graciously recompent-.

ed, and made inutually blessed, in the abundant success
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of our labours; and threugh grace, T canvot but en- -
courage the hope, that we shall not l.bour altogether "
“vain. Serious impressions of religion appear to be some-
times made, under the ministrations of the word, upon '
many of our hearers, and pacticularly upon the poor
sons of Africa and slavery. Sesveral individuals, both
‘white and black, bave been lately added to the commun-
ion of our church. o
. Aun. increasing 'acquaimance with the congregation,
- contribu‘es to make me more and more sen-ible of the
obligations which | am under to yon and Dr. Dufficld,
for your friendly agency in introducing me to the con-
nexion in wnich I am now united with a people, fiom
,wl‘)o.s.e religious character, friendly ‘dispositiuns, and pol.
ished manners, the pastoral relation naturally becomes
as pleasing and delightful, as it is in itself important aud
interesting. It remains for me only to wish that I may
never dishonor the partiality of the worthy friends to
whom 1 am so much- indebted. My worthy colleague,
yeour friends, I belicve, in general here, together with
myself, are i usual health, Piesent’ my best regardy
. and wishes to Mr. S. and all the family. With great es-
teem and affection, 1 am your, and their ob.iged friend,
ISAAC 8. KEITH.

o -——‘ak-@-—-—
TO RBEY. DR. G.

- CHARLESTON, APRIL %0, 1790,
‘REV. AND DEAR §IR,

..... ‘ " Huc nat tha naat olaweptly and em-

on is the thief

1, whose eipe-

8 confirmed ?
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As for myself, I feel it every week, in the loss of almost
days ; and every day, in the loss of hours, stolen from
me by the habit of deferring something, that claims an
immediate attention, and might be dope at the present.
time, to a more convenient season. Many of these things
- will, of course, be left undone ; and many of ﬁhém, which-

cannot be finally and totally neglected, will be done
in a. manner in which they ought not to be done.. The
review of such delays, and of their consequences, has
“seldom failed to awaken regret. I wish I were not
obliged to add, and has almost as seldom served to pro-
mote amendment. :

These reflections haye been renewed in my mind,
and naturally led my pen to begin this letter in the man-
ner which you see, by the circumstance of reading over
again, what I had several times read before, your val-
ued letter of the 26th of February, ult.

* % ¥k K ok ¥ Kk kK %

I sincerely thank you for your letter, and all that it
contains. The expressions of your friendly regards
for me, are v'er'y pleasing, as I cannot but think it par-
ticularly desirable to possess the esteem of those who
themselves deserve it. And the assurance which it
gives of your disposition, to maintain the correspondence
begun, is not less acceptable to me ; ag it promises me
much pleasure and improvement.

You have also my best acknowlcdgementafor the copy
of your sermon, which accompanied your letter. - The
occasion on which it was delivered, was truly solemn,

~ and to every reflecting and well dlsposed mind, deeply -
interesting and affecting. :

Dr. Duffield’s death will be felt much more exfen-
sively, than by his own congregation ; and especially
in your church judicatories, of which he was a well i ine



LETTERS. 23

formed, industrious, zealous, and us;eful pember. Itis
regretted by many of our church bere, by whom he was
personally known, and highly esteemed. The abridge-
ment of his character, as it appeared in your papers,
was transferred into onrs ; and by some good judges of .
thetroth, as well as of the style, I have heard it pro-
nounced justly and elegantly drawn. ‘ o
‘With respect to the measure which you recom- -
mend, that some communications relative to our pro- -
fessional character and business, should have a place in .
our letters, my sentiments entirely coincide with your
own. Communications of this kind, made in this way,
are cerfainly peculiarly adapted to be useful, to the
parties concerned in the correspondence. And if iy
this case, T should be the only gainer, as I certainly
shall be chiefly so, in regard to instruction and improve-
ment received, I hope that notwithstanding, you will
not hesitate freely to impart ; as the advantage in anoth-
er poiﬁf of view, will be no less in your favour ; since
according to the maxim of the Divine Author of our re-
ligioﬁ, « It is more blessed to give, than to receive.”
The sample which .)"ou have already given of the meas- ,
ure which you have recommended, is on a very impor-
tant point. All that you have said upon it is, I think,
- perfectly just ; and is far from appearing in my view too
much. Ifyou have any more ohservations, as you seem
to intimate that yon have, to offer uponit, I shall receive
them with pleasure, and I trust not without some profit.
"Of the two different metheds of preaching, the ab-
stracted and the theoretical ; the plain and practical ; I
think with you, that on every account, and with respect
toall des criptions of hearers, the preference is uhques-,
tionably to be given to the latter. For the reasons

o
A
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which you have suggested in the case of all preachérs ;
and in my own case for another reason, whichif not se
good an one, must at least be allowed to be a weighty
one with me ; 1 mean, because I am conscious that if I
possess any falent for preaching, it is not that of treat-
ing a subject en thesi. But if T thonght I could de
much more and better, than I know I am able to do in
that way, I certainly would not with my present senti-
ments of its utility, attempt it much more than I have
done. The Utile, indeed, ought never,'f believe, to
“be connected with the idea of such preaching ; and as
to the Dulci, 1 think it can make no pretensions to it.
To me it conveys the idea of a laborious waste of study,
and time to the preacher; and of the still more de-
plorable loss of a most precious and inestimable season
to the hearers. Under this impression, I aim only at
the plain and practical method in my sermons ; but
with what propriety or success, must be left with those
who hear them, to judge.

What is the nsual length of your discourses? Mine
very seldom extend to three quarters of an hour, and
most commonly fall short of forty minutes. ¥ wever
heard that they were too short 3 but have rometimes
bad hints, that they would not have been less accepra-
ble, if they had been shorter. But the length of a ser-
mon I know, is not always measured by time ; so that
the time which would appear long for one of mine,
might appear very short for that of another person.
Newton, whose character for good sense, and accurate
ohservation, is not inferior to that, by which be is dise
finzuished for his piety, in one of his letters, under the

* title of Cardiphonia, unites his own, with the prevail-
ing voice, against long sermons ; but allows an hour te
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be a tolerable length in ordinary cases. To a brother
clergyman, who sometimes held out to two hours, he
observes, that when weariness begins, edification ends §
and that, therefore, “ it is better to feed the people like
chickens, a little at a time and often ; than to cram
them like turkeys, till they cannot hold one gobbet
more.” '

- He is also, I find, a friend to extempore preaching,
as a mode more favourable to familiar language, and to
gain the attention of the people, ‘than writing and read-
ing. Memoriler preaching will, I presume, answer {he
latter purpose, as well as the extempore kind ; and in
almost all other respects, seems to have greatly the ad-
vantage of it. But whatever may be the recommenda-
tion of extempore preaching, I cannot think of practis-
ing it ; and among other reasons against it, because to
me it appears to be impracticable, partly perhaps for
want of courage, ‘and partly, and chiefly, for want of a
sufficient fund of ideas, and a ready command of lan-
guage, to express those that might present themselves.
I have indeed often heard it attempted by those who
were not over-rich in either ; but the success did not
speak much in favour of the attempt. Do you ever
make any extemporaneous excursions beyond the lines
which your pen had previously marked out? In the
few essays that I have ever mnade in this way, I have
always fared just as I have done in all my endeavours
to learn to swim ; I have immediately sunk, and eager-
ly hastened back to the ground which I had left.

If 1 should add much more to this letter, I fear you
will be led, from the citation from Cardiphonia in the
last page, to conclude, that I consider, and mean to
treat you, like o;; of Newtop’s turkeys. Yet, if other
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leiters, and ofber engagen;ents, did not demand a share
of my present aiteation, I should still write on, Pper-
haps to the bottom of the next page. And evenas
thiogs are, this will probably be the case.

R EE R EE KX

The redemption of time is one of the most valuable
Christian arts, but one in which I feel myself extreme-
Iy unskilled,.  Auod surely there is no deficiency more
to be regretted, or that can be more detrimental, as its
injurious consequences reach, not only through atl the
stages of the present life, but through all the periods of
a future immortality.

Can you tell me how to guard more effectually against
the danger of being robbed, as I am every day, of some
everlasting treasure, which might be laid uvp by some
good done, that is omitted 7 Bat I am sensible that
itis not information that I most need on this subject.
For in this, as in innumerable other instances,

¢¢ T see the right, and 1 appreve it too;
Condemn the wrong, and yet the wrong pursae.”
And so it will be, till T am more careful to avail myself
. of that grace, which is sufficient for me, and of that
strength which can be made perfect in my weakness.
You find no doubt, as well as myself, that among a nu-
merous people much time must be devoted, or if you
like the expression~better, sacrificed, to visits : for
many of them will be of such a nature, as to be recol-
lected only for the awakening of the mortifying and
- ,amful reflection, how much better might the time have
ven employed ! Yet if we possessed, as we ought to
Yie prudence of the serpent, united with the inno-
}-} +of the dove, and the courage becoming the soldiers

.




LETTERS. 2%

of Jesus Christ, we might improve even the visits
which musl be made; as well as those which -we would
choose to make, to the purposes of acquiring knowledge
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any thing that could be attained by the best efforts of
your feeble timid nature. Inmy view, it was such as
could result only from that faith, which is the gift of
God ; and which is the evidence of things not seen, and
the substance of thiugs hoped for. With you, I felt
disposed to believe, that as you had committed your
way to the Lord, trusting also in him, that he would
bring it to pass; so he would accordingly be with you
in the way in which you were going, and conduct you
to your father’s house in peace ;% and thus remember
- to you the word upon which he had caused you to hope,
and give you the desire of your heart in a comfortable
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glect to be found helping together, by prayer for each
other, that we may be favoured with that Divine pro-
‘tection and guidance, support and comfort, and various
grace which we still need during our separation ; and
which indeed will be always equally necessary to us,
through the journey of life, whether we are travelling
in it alone, or in company.

A fellow traveller in this journey, whose sentiments,
views, affections, and every interest, so unite and accord
with one’s own, as to become in reality the same, is tru-
ly a most desirable blessing ; and a blessing which has
certainly laid me under many obligations, wost thank-
fully to acknowledge the wise and tender care and
mercy of the Lord, who has piovided such an
helpmeet for me. Of the advantages.and comforts of
such a connexion, the nearest and the tenderest in life,
neither of us, have, I believe, been insensible. Yet as
we often best learn the value of our enjoyments, when
we are deprived of them, perbaps the temporary sus-
pension of some of ours in the present instance, may
serve to promote among ether good purposes, a temper
of thoughtfulness to the blessed Author of every good
and perfect gift, who bestows, withdraws, and restores
the comforts of life at his pleasure ; and to excite us to
improve them, when they are again returned, more to
his praise, :

Ever since you crossed tbe bar, the -wind has been
as favourable for your voyage, as your heart or mine
could wish. If it has been 8o with you, the goodness
and mercy of the Liord have surely followed. you on the
wings of the wind. And if it has been so ordered,
may not this circumstance be justly regarded as an
answer to prayer, and a part of the reward of a patient
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waiting upon the Lord ; and what then can be more
reasonable, than the most cheerful, affectionate, and fer-
vent returns o_f praise to Him, who commandeth the
winds and the seas, and they obey bim ? Could -you
bave expected such a long epistle so shortly after your
sailing. [ have felt a particular pleasure and consola-
tion in talking to you, thongh only on paper, and while
you were flying from me a thousand times faster than
my pea could move towards you. Give my tender love
to our dear parents, and affectionate remembrance to all
inquiring friends.

I commend you to God, and the word-of his grace. I
know I shall not be forgetten in the family, and partic-
ularly by wy dearest friend ; and you may rest assur-
ed of your retaining all the interest you can wish to hold,
im the heart of your affectionate

: 18AAC §. KEITH.

o !

———O} S A —

TO THOMAS BENNETT, ESQ. JOHN’S ISLAND.

ON THE DEATH OF A CHILD.

Wirn you, my dear Sir, with all the family, and es-
pecially the bereaved parents, we sincerely sympa-
thize under the painful stroke of a Father’s hand,
which has called so many to mourn. But blessed be
his name, for the encouragement given in his gospel,
that in this case, we are not called to ¢ sorrow, as those
who haveno hope ;" bat rather to comfort our own and’
each other’s hearts with the words of Jesus, who gath-
ers the lambs in his arms, and carries them in his bo-
son ; and by the solemn voice of death, as well as in
the tender language of the covenant of his grace, in the.
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ordinance of baptism, says, * Suffer the little children,
and forbid them not to come unto we, for of such is the
kingdom of heaven.” ‘

Is this lovely and promising, and lately beloved and
endeared babe, now with her and our Lord in his heav-
enly kingdom ? She must there be happy ; happy for-
" ever, and unspeakably more bappy, than the affection-
ate hearts of her fondest connexions on earth, can con-
ceive. Let them not then weep inconsolably for her :
but let them humbly and quietly submit, to the holy
band that has so soon smitten their pleasant and flour-
ishing ground, in which they took so much delight, and
from which they promised themselves, probably much
more, than the creature is permitted to give. Consol-
ed with the consideration, that the' idolized creature is
so early temoved from the eril to come, Jet all who
feel and lament the disappointment of their fond wishes
and hopes for this world, under this bereaving Provis
dence, now awaken their solicitude, and offer up their
earnest prayers, that it may be divinely sanctified to
work for their good, in the promotion of their spiritual
interests, and everlasting happiness. - The most pain-
ful loss, of creature and mortal comforts, will be pro-
ductive of the richest gain to the soul, which by suck
means is constrained to resort to, and te rest in, the
Lord, the Creator and Redeemer, as its refuge and por-
tion, in the land of the living. 'To this mest desirable
and important purpose, may this affecting event, be
blessed to all eoncerned in it ! And may the God of
all grace, prepare and open the hearts of all whe are
again called by it into the house of-mourning, to receive
those consolations of God, which are netf small, and
which, to sincere believers, and humhle mourners, are
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‘made to abound through Christ Jesus, as their sorrows
have abounded !
In sympathizing regards, and prayers for the family,
Mrs. K. joins with your sincere friend,
ISAAC 8. KEITH.

—O) S (e

TO REV. DR. SPROAT.

CHARLESTON, AUGUST 17, 1796.
REV. AND DEAR FATHER,

Ox Sabbath evening, the 11th
inst. Capt. 8. handed us your kind letter of the 29th of
July. In your present afflicted state, we esteemed it
a particular kindness and favour, that you should write

, to us again so soonafter your letter, with which we
were favoured by Capt. S. For that favour, Mrs. K.
has returned by Capt. S. our thankful acknowlédge-
ments, with affectionate expressions of tender sympa-
thy with our dear parents, under their afflictions, and of
our desire and hope that they may be removed, or alle-
viated, as may seem best to the wisdom of God. It is
with much satisfaction that we learn by your last let-
ter, that your pains were considerably abated ; and that
our mother’s complaint, though it continued, was not
worse, Your complaints respectively, may be trou-
blesome, and your own in particalar, may be often dis-
tressing ; but in my view they do not appear to be very
threatening to the hope which we are disposed to cher-
ish, that you may both of you be mercifully spared for
years to come, for the great comfort and henefit of your
family and friends, and of the church of Christ. In
‘the mean time, if it should please the only wise God, to
continue his afflicting hand npon you, I doubt not but
that he will give you the sanctified use of your afflic=
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tions, by blessing them to the purposes of makiﬁg you
partakers, more and more, of his holiness on earth, and
of promoting your growing meetness for that eternal rest
and fulness of joy, which, I believe, await you in his
Ppresence in heaven ; and that he will also grant yoin the
comfortable evidences of his gracious presence with
you, through all the remainder of that right way, in
which he is conducting you to the city of habitation,
prepared for you ; and enable you to continue to pos-
sess your souls in patience and peace, believing, hoping,
and often rejoicing, in his promises, by which he assures
his people of strength according to their day ; that he
will never leave nor forsake them ; that all things shall
work together for their good ; that no temptation shall
overtake them, but what they shall be enabled to bear ;
and that through all their tribulations and sufferings,
they shall be kept by his power through faith unto sal-
vation. Such is our comfortable hope concerning you,
and correspondent to this are our prayers for you.
And we desire to be thankful, that, while in all your
. afflictions we are afflicted, we are also comforted with
the persuasion, that to you, belong all those consola-
tions of God, which are not small : that the Lord God
is now your hope, who has been your trust from your
youth up : that now when you are old, your God will
not forsake you ; and that under all your weaknesses
"and infirmities, you will be enabled to go on in the
strength of your Redeemer, making mention of his
righteoun'ess, even of his only, declaring the wonders
of his grace ; rejoicing with thankful praise in his salva-
tion ; and quietly waiting, with a cheering hope, for
your removal to that desirable state in which all the
redeemed of the Lo:;g shall meet together, with songs
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and everlasting joy upon their heads ; and where they
shall obtain joy and gladness, sorrow and sighing
shall flee away. O how bappy are the people that are
in such a case, and that have such a joy in prospect!
Happy indeed are sach, whatever they may now be
called to suffer in the flesh ; for all their present suf-
ferings, are only light afflictions, and bat for 2 moment,
compared with the far more exceeding, and eternal
weight of glory, which they are working out for them.
Pray my dear parests, that together with yourselves,
the uaworthy writer of this may, through grace, have
his share in this bappiness ! In afflictions of different
kinds, 1 bhave had, for my time of life, a considerable
share ; and I have sometimes thought that it was indeed
good for me that I have been afflicted. But if they
have been really beneficial, so transient have been the
gond effects of them, or the impressions which my heart
has retained of the cause for which they were sent, and
of the useful purposes which they were intended and
fitted to serve, that it has been hitherto necessary,
v~ that the same discipline should be frequently used, to
teach me again the same forgotten lessons of wisdom

and piety. And if God has any designs of final mercy

and love to accomplish in and for me, I have reason to
expect,onthe same principles, that, should life be spared,

many sfflictions sill await me. May the sanctifying
blessings of God, only attend the dispensations of his
providence ! and then all, will be not only, right in it-

self, but well with respect to us. And could we be al-

. ways satisfactorily persuaded of this, we should then
‘ find little difficulty in saying, concerning God’s deal-
. ings with vs; « Lord, what thou wilt ; how thou wilt;

:-m thou wilt > But to this purpose, Ifind great:

"

n e
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reason for daily, renewing that important petition,
¢ Lord, help thou my unbelief, and increase my faith.”
ISAAC 8. KEITH.

" TO MISS O. SPROAT.

A!’T!E THE DEATH OF HER IATHBn.. AND OTHERS OF THE
FAMILY, OF THE YELLOW FEVER.

s ) CHARLESTON, DECEMBER 3, 1798.
MY VERY DEAR SISTER,

Your sad story of many and
great sorrows,. though not altogether sad, as it con-
tained some rich and strong consolations, was convey-
ed tous by the band of a good Providence, in the course
of the past week. ‘

All the afflictive news which it repeated, we had
heard about three or four weeks before, with some ad-
ditions afterwards, for which we have the satisfaction
now to learn, that there was no foundation. During
the interval between the time when. the intelligence '
was first communicated to us, and the receipt of your
kind letter, we were waiting, not without some anxiety,
though, I trust, at the same time, with some degree of
quiet submission, for more particular information, which
we hoped would be of such a nature as to minister
some desirable comfort, under the pressure of our heavy
and sore troubles ; and, thanks be to a megciful and gra-
cious God, we have not been disappointed. '

All these painful bereaving strokes of the hand of &
most wise and holy God, I feel, with my poor dear
wife, with you my dear affiicted sister, and with our
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- dear widowed mother, and all the surviving members
of our now distressed family ; I feel them, asin.every re-
spect my own ; and with all the others who suffer un-
der them, I take all the tender afflictive share in them,
that the obduracy, and stupidity of my heart will ad-
mit. Dear N. she was to me a very lovely and pleas-
ant sister. Our worthy brother W. He was my kind and
faithful friend, for whom my heart cherished a sincere
and growing esteem and affection ; and his dear M.
though not personally known to me, was affectionately
regarded as she was united with him in the nearest and
tenderest of all mortal ties. And O, my father !* He
was entitled to, and he had from me, all the veneration
and love, with which I was capable of honoring any per-
son on earth, under that important name, and in that in-
teresting relaiion. Concerning them all, I can truly
say, that they were not less, if not more, endeared to
me, than my father, or any of my brothers or sisters of
my own flesh and blood, ‘from whom I was separated,
at an early period of life, and with whom I have never
since been permitted to enjoy much personal inter-
‘course. 'So that as far as my nature is capable of feel-
ing, you may bé assured, that I enter into all the pres.
ent feelings of my dear, excellent mother,t and of all
her remaining children, my dear sisters and brothers,
as well as those 6f my own wife, my other self, under

_ the heavy load of affliction which it has pleased God fo
. lay upon our poor family. - With you, my dear O, who

have been called to act so arduous a part, in the try-

ing, awful scene, through which you have been so won-

® Dr. Sproat.

" 1 She was dead when this letter was written, though it was not knowm
‘to Dr. and Mrs. K.



LBTTERS. . 237

dqrfuily conducted, by the good hand of your God up-
on you ; and with all the rest of the family, who have
not yet been swept away with the flood of death. I
feel that m the interesting, tender names, of . father,
brother, and sister, the desire of our eyes, has been
taken away with a stroke ! But it is the Lord, who has
the most absolute and unquestionable right to do unto
all of us, as seemeth unto him good, who has done this ;
and it becomes us all to be'dumb; and not to open our
mouths in a single complaint, or to indulge in our hearts
a single murmuring thought, against the dispensation.
¢ He is a rock, his work is perfect ; for all his ways
are judgment ; a God of - truth- and without iniquity,
Just and right is he.” Behold he taketh away, and who
can hinder him ? Who will say unto him, what doest
thou ? Though clouds and darkness may be round
about him ; righteousness and judgment are the habita-
tion of his throne. - And as he reigns, and will for ever
reign, and his counsel shall stand, and he will do all his
pleasure, and will always do that which is rightyand
can never do any wrong to any of his creatures ; it be-
comes us to rejoice in his government, to be humbly
resigned to his disposal, and to be- entirely satisfied,
that all the will.of the Lord should be done. For quiet
submission, and sweet acquiescence in his will, we
have, as appears by your letter, every reason and mo-
tive that we could well desire, under our present frial ;
which, while it constrains us to weep, reminds us at the
same time, that we ought not to sorrow as those who
have no hope ; since our dear departed friends, at their
death, have left us such comfortable ground for hoping,
that they have fallen asleep in Jesus, and are now at rest
with him. And in such circumstances it becomes us,
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not only to weep as though we' wept not, but to be sat-
isfied and thankful ; persuaded that these events which
may appear to be most against us, may be easily made,
and certainly are adapted, to work for us. Indeed, if
we are in the bonds of that everlasting covenant, which
our God has made with his people through bis beloved
Son, by whose blood it is sealed and established, and
which in all things is so ordered, and so sure, that it is
sufficient to be all our salvation and all our desire ; we
may then rest assured, that all things shall iafallibly
work together far our good. One special good effect,
among others, which this very afflictive dispensation of
Providence should produce upon all
under it, is to withdraw the heart fro
upon the creatures, and to engage the s
and happiness in the Creator alone,
. yesterday, and to day; and for ever.
consequences will be those strokes of
smitten the delights of our eyes, suu
hearts, if they be anly sanctified, (foi
fervently to pray) thus to lead us tc
alone for our portion, and to rejoice it
of our salvation, in whose favour alor
found, and from whose love in Chris
his people shall never be separated, n
by death, by things present, nor b,
Let our great care then be to sec
bright and clear, the evidences of our
vour, and to approve ourselves to hin
acceptable improvement of his dealing:
the way of obedience and submission 1o nis wui, trust-
~ ing in the righteousness and merits of our all sufficient
- Saviour; let us wait vpon him for his consolations,
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which are net small, and which then he will not fail to
grant us in the measure which he sees will be best for
us. If we continue submitting ourselves to him, and
looking and praying to him, he will in his own time,
bring light out of darkness, jay out of sorrow, and in his
own way make the light aflictions of this life, which are
but for a season, work for us a far more exceeding, and
eternal weight of glory. Considering these tnings,
and remembering that we are strangers and sojourners
on earth, whose time of coatinuance here is short and
most uncertain, let us moderate our grief for the loss
which we feel from the removal of those who were ®o
valuable and dear to us; and let it be our principal
coacern,. to be followers of our departed christian
friends, and of all others, who through faith and pa-
tience are gone to inherit the promises ; so that with
them we may, in due season, meet in that better world,
where pious friends, shall, without any fear of a separa«
tion, dwell together for ever with their Liord ; and mor-
tality, with all its evils, shall be swallowed up in ever-
lasting life and joy.

I desire to be thankful, my dear sister, for the sup-
ports and consolations, which you, and my dear wife,
and I trust, others-of the family, have experienced un-

- der this heavy and distressing trial. And we shall, I
persuade myself, continue mutaally to remember our
obligations te pray for each other, that as we are pat-
takers of the same afflictions, we may also be partakers
of all seasonable and needful support and comfort, and
find, that, as our day is, so is our strength ; end that
the grace of -our Redeemer may be fonnd sufficient for
us, to enable us to do and suffer the will of God, with
a truly christian temper, to his. praise, to the benefit of
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others, and-to the furtherance of our own salvation !
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of mercies, the God of all comfort, who comforteth his
people in all their tribulations, be the widow’s God, and
the Father of all her fatherless children; and make his
consolations abound to all of us, as our sorrows abound
ir this vale of tears. . And-as we shall successively be
called hence, may we, by his grace, be prepared for the
time of our departure, so that when we are dismissed from
the body, we may be admitted to dwell for ever in the
presence of our Lord ; receive the crown of righteous-
ness, and enjoy that eternal life which he has promised
-to all his humble faithful followers. .
That God may be with you, and bless you, and all
the - dear afflicted family, is the sincere prayer of your
aﬁ'ecuonate, sympathlzmg friend and brother,

"ISAAC 8. KEI‘TB-

- M6 REV, nn;; a.
‘ CHARLESTON, MARCH 1794,

MY DEAR FRIEND, ‘ o

Youn very valusble packet, by Capt
G. was recelved on the third of this month : together
with a letter, by the same conveyance, from our dear
sister S. In what temper of mind these tI:uly acceptas
ble favours found us, and how they affected us, Solo-
mon has described much better than I could, when he
iays, “ Hope deferred, maketh the heart sick : but
~when the desire cometh, it is a tree of life.”” Nearly
three monthg had passed, since the date of our last in-

N
e s

L
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‘telligence from our friends in Philadelphia. During a
igreat proportion of that time, we had been looking out,
1 fear with some measure of anxiety and impatience, for
~ fresh information ; and not without the painful appre-
hension, from the tenor ‘of our last accounts, that the
next might be in some respect or other, again afflictive.
‘What thanks do we owe to our good God, who has so
kindly disappointed our fears, and exceeded our hopes,
in permitting us once more to hear good tidings, of the
‘health and welfare of yourself and family, and of the re-
maining members of our wn poor family, who had escap-
‘ed alive from the jaws of the devouring grave, which has
swallowed up so many of our best and ‘dearest friends,
among the multitudes of your mourning city, whom
death has carried away with the desolating violence of
a wide spreading flood ! After all the messages of pain
-and sorrow, which for many months past we have been
accustomed fo receive and expect from poor Philadel-
phia, to hear that God had stayed his hand in the way
-of judgement, and seemed to have returned in the ex-
-ercise of mercy, to our surviving friends and connex-
jons, was welcome news indeed, and a most desirable
cordial to oar hearts. Blessed be the Lord, and with
new and everlasting thanksgivings and praises, be his
name exalted, who is merciful and gracious, and wilﬂr
not always chide, nor keep- his anger for ever ; bat
though he cause grief, 'yet will he have compassion ac-
cording to the multifude of hi$ mercies, and make his
suffering servants glad, according to the days wberem
he has #fflicted them ! '
Concerning the sermon ;* perbaps Mrs. K. and my-
lelf, are too deeply and tenderly interested, in the sol-

® The fu:;el:rnl sermon on the death of Dr. Sproat.
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emn and affecting occasion of it, to form an impartial
judgement of the merit of the performance. To us it
appears to be an excellent discourse, such as might be
expected from the superior talents of its ingenious au-
thor, judiciously adapted to the peculiar circumetances
in which it was delivered, and furnisbing a just, honor-
. able, and instructive testimony to the piety and worth
of the dear departed friends, whose characfers it par-

ticularly displays ; and in a manner which tends to give

all the glory of what they were, to the distinguishing

grace of God, and persuasively to invite others to be-
come followers of them, as they were.of Christ. Your

kind expressions, of the high esteem, and filial affection,

which T am well assured, your heart felt for your ven-

erable colleague, and his amiable consort, who were to

.us the best and’ dearest of parents, have served to en-
liven and strengthen the feelings of our friendship for

you, and to increase the satisfaction, with whick we

were before cordially disposed to acquiesce 'in your

claim, of being considered as a child of the family, to-

gether with ourselves. O that we might all approve

ourselves, through grace, the worthy'children of such

worthy christian parents ! And that you and myself,

as well as those who are their natural offspring, may

be known among the people, as the heirs of their faith

and virtues, so that all who see us, may acknowledge,
_that we are the seed which the Lord hath blessed !
May you, and I in particular, my dear friend, be bless-

ed, not only with a large and increasing portion of the

christian spirit, which formed the temper and conversa-

tion of both those excellent one’s of the earth, those

precious servants of the Lord, who walked so exem-

the commandments and ordinances of the
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Lord, who were so lovely and pleasant in their lives,
and in their death, were scarcely divided : but also of
the ministerial gifts and graces, with which our dear
father was so richly furnished, and so honorably dis-
tinguished, as a faithful, tender, and useful pastor!
‘Wihen such labourers are removed from their work, to -
their reward ; we who are left in the vineyard, should
be awakened to double our diligence, that we may, as
far as possible, supply the want of their services : and
to this we should be animated by the thought, that if,
like them, we are found faithful unto death, we shall,
like them, in due time, be relieved from the burden and
heat of the day, which it iy yet our lot to sustain, and
be graciously ordered home, to rest with them from our
labours, and receive the promised crown of everlasting
life. -
What a mournful scene, what a gloomy change, did
your poor city exhibit, in consequence of that awful
dispensation of a righteous Providence, with which it
was visited ! In what solemn language did that visita-
tionsay, ¢ Come, behold the works of the Lord, what
desolations he has made in the earth !> With what a
loud voice did it speak, not only to those who were
suffering under it, but to.all to whom the tidings of it
were published ! ¢ Hear and fear, and do no more so
wickedly, lest some worse thing come upon you !”
And how much is it to be lamented, that such a correc-
tion is likely to produce no better, or more lasting ef-
fects, even in your city, which was brought so low un-
der the chastising hand of God! And that other
cities and parts of our country, partakers with you in
the same sins, have, in general, already wholly forgot-
tén, if they ever manifested any disposition to consid-
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er, that the -judgments which were inflicted on the Phi-.
ladelphians, happened to them for examples to other:
transgressors ! Still, however, it is a consolatien,,
though.in some respects a mournful one, to the believ-
er, to know, that such a dispensation will accomplish
all the counsel and pleasure of the Lord, which it was
appointed to fulfil ; perhaps by hardeving some sin-

“mers, and ripening them for sorer judgments, if not for

final destruction, as well as by bringing other sinners
to repentance,. and promofing the spiritual improve-
ment of the people of God. .In these latter respects,
much good may be done by it, which is net visible te
the eye of man. At all events, it is certain, that the
Lord is boly in all bis ways, and righteous in all his.
works ; and every part of the wise, great and good plan
of his administration, in its proper time and manuer
will be completed. Let us be thankful for what he al-
lows us to understand of his perfections, purpoeses, and.
works ; and when these are concealed from our views,

- and surpass. eur comprehension, let us reverently and

submissively bow before bhim, and humbly adore the
infinite and incomprehensible God, whose theughts and
ways are as far above ours, as the heavens are higher
than the earth.

In this city, while Philadelphia was sitting solitary,
and sorely weeping in the days of her afliction, and
her miseries, some tenderly sympathized with her,
many were alarmed for themselves, numbers of all de-
nowminations united in observing a day of fasting, humili-

- ation and prayer, (October 23,)and I know not but that

a very few began to think that it was almost time, if
they did net actually form some purposes, to repent
and turn from their transgressions, that iniquity might

7
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wot also be their ruin. But the direful storm did not
" reach ps ;_the black cloud was dispersed ; our sky be-
came again .clear and serene ; and then the little ap- -
pearances of goodness, that were seen among us, amidst
many shocking symptoms of insensibility and obduracy,
that still prevailed, were like the morning cloud ; and
as the early dew, they passed away.. During the suc-
-ceeding scason, every species of dissipation and licen-
tious folly, and particularly all the incaleulable evils
which isaue from that modern Pandora’s box, the thea-
ire, have reigned and triumphed with all their former
insolence, if not with increasing audacity. - These things
have made the hearts.of those whe fear God among us,
often tremble with apprebensions for the consequences
in-which they are likely to end. For my own part, I
have long been of the opinion with you, that if reforma-
tion prevent not, judgenﬁem is not far distant. So ju-
dicious on this subject, and so applicable to the present
circumstaaces ‘of our situation, -were some of the re-
flections coantained in your letter, that I have takea the
liberty, of inserting a-paragraph or two of them in eur
city Gazette ; a liberty which I thought the Taws of
friendship, and your zeal to do good, would authorize.
The same freedom has been used with a few pages of
Dr. H’s pamphlet, who in drawing the picture of Phila-
* delphia’s sins, the parent of her plagues, has present-
ed us with an equally just and striking likeness of the
iniquities of Charleston, All the hands that can afford
any hbelp in the war with the reigning and raging vices
and follies of the times, ought, I think, to be brought ‘
into action. And if your strong arm can be stretched
out so far, as fo give the ememy a stroke here, I hope
you will not: regret the execution which it may do, or

1
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" the wound that it may inflicty or the alarm which it may
" spread. But after all, it is certainly not the arm of
- flesh, on which we are to depend for success; and

, therefore, as you have desired us to pray for you, so do

you remembertopray for us, Andmay you, and we, and
all the professed friends of God, unite and pray without *
ceasing, till the arm of the Lord awake and put on
strength, and get him the victory, and triumph glorious-
ly, in the destruction of the works of -the devil, and ‘in
reviving, supporling, and promoting his own work and
interests, in the midst of these years.

It is with gredt pleasure that I reflect on your pres-
ervation, to be employed, I hope, as a zealous and use-
ful instrument, in carrying on this great design ; now
especially, when your pious fellow labourer, having fin-
ished the work which was given him to do, has gone to

.rest from his labours, and to receive the reward await-

ing the good and faithful servant. Thad no doubt but
that you were led by the hand of God,-from the scene
of the awful calamity, to which so many of the inhabit-
ants of “your city were victims, Your return to Phila-
delphia, must have been humblmg and afflicting beyond
what language could express. How changed the cir-
cumstances, in which you resumed the exercise of your
_ public ministry in your congregation! What a change,
in particular, in’ the family of our dear father, your *
venerable colleague ! I suppose you did not on that oc-
casion forget to feel for us. Be assured we felt very
tenderly for you. '

It is no small consolation, amidst all the other strong
consolations, which the God of all grace ‘and comfort,
has infused into the bitter cup of our great and various
sorrows, to learn, that your impaired health has been
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80 mercifully restored, and that amidst all your increas-
ed labours, your strength has been so' wonderfully in- -
creased. s not this a most desirable confirmafion, by
experience, of the faithfulness of Him, who has prom-
ised, * that as thy days, so shall thy strength be ?*’
The truth of this, Mrs. K. and I would hope, ber poor
husband ‘also, in some small measure with her, has
comfortably experienced under all the weight of that
part of 'y,Our trials, which has fallen so heavily up-
on our afflicted family. "Let us all unite our songs
of thanksgivings and praises, to our compassionate God
and Saviour, who, in-the midst of deserved wrath, re-
members undeserved mercies ; and as our afflictions
and sorrows have abounded, has made our consolations
also to abound, by Christ Jesus. Let it b§ our conceran
and prayer, that the trial of our faith, and of all the
graces which ought to be particularly exercised insuch
circumstances, may be sanctified to the purposes of
strengthening, improving, and brightening them, so'that
they may be found unto praise, and honor, and fory,
at the appearing of Jegus Christ. Then may we hope,’
that our God, who has wisely led us all this way in the
wilderness, to humble us, and to prove us, will, by this
dispensation, do us good in the latter.end ; and for the
temporal evils which we have suffered, render to us
double in spiritual and heavenly blessings in Christ Je-

- I -sometimes begin to wonder how you can per-
form all the ordinary parochial duties of so'large a con-
gregation as yours, and yet prepare so many and such
discourses as yours for the entertainment, and, I hope,
for the instruction and improvement of the public,
through the médium of the press. But a second
thonght reminds me that it is by the grage of God, that
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you are what yau are, and that you do what you do.
Remember this, and be bumble and thankful. Remem-
ber also the account which you have to give of your
five talents ; and be more and more dilizent in occupy-
ing with them. Compared with you, T appear to my-
self te be honored and entrusted with only one talent.
This thought, I bope, I do not allow myseif to indulge,
with a view to excuse my ingratitude and unfaithful-
ness, to the great Liord of all, from whom cometh down
every good and every perfect gift ; but with a desire, that
it should make and keep me humble. 'And the consider
ation of the very poor improvement which I have made
of this, if it bas not been wholly buried, ought to cover
me with shame and cenfusion of face, and to melt my
eoul into contrition and sorrow ; and it does actually
often awaken my fear for the event of that day, when
our Lord shall come to reckon with his servants. May
the Lord grant, that we may both find mercy of the °
Lord in that day !
When will your other sermons, which you mention,
appear in print 7 Allow me to be a debtor to you for
llowing yourself to cherish any
s will be repaid in kind. But
and comfort remember, that it
than to.receive.
'¢ very thankful acknowledge-
part of your excellent letter,
which relates particularly to her. In the exercise of
that faith, which is not only the great principle of spirit-
‘ual action, but also as you justly represent it, of spirit-
ual consolation in the christian, she was, I think, won-
derfully strengthened, in the late season of great af-
fliction, in which it has been extraordinarily tried.
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"Through grace,I hope, she has glorified God in the
day of visitation, and done some service to the cause
of religion, by manifesting its power, in supporting and
comforting the soul, under the pressure of some of the
greatest troubles with which this evil world abounds.
She is, however, always complaining of herself ; and
I have always reason to consider her conduct ‘as a re-
proach to me; and this will not surprise you, if you
yet feelany thing of the power of the law®f sin ;- or-
if you have ever been much in the company of christ-
ians better than yourself.

We were not a little shocked to hear from your pub-
lic papers, that your new play-house was to be opened
about the beginning of February, amidst all the appre-
‘hensions entertained, of a return of the awful calamity
with which your cify has been already so sorely
scourged. 'The renewal of that scourging, I am inclin-
ed to think, will depend more upon your moral behav-
iour, than upon apy natural causes. And in this view,
so heaven daring, and provoking a return to folly, bodes
ill. Ifthe voice of the rod which you have felt, be not
heard ; may you not expect that some heavier and
more smarting strokes of it will he inflicted upon you ?
Or if such chastisement shall be withheld, will it not be,
because the Lord has said ; Why should ye be smitten
any more ? Ye will revolt still more and more ? Rath-
er let your city and ours, and you and myself, as indi-
viduals, be chastised in any way in mercy, than thus
given up in judgement.

Concerning our coming to Philadelphia: we dare
not yet venture to form any conclusion : but desire to
discern, and submit to the Lord’s will, to follow his

. 82
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gmdance, and wait his time. Help us in this matter, as
well as in all our other affairs, by your prayers.

In affectionate regards and prayers for Mrs. G. as
well as yourself, Mrs. K. unites with your unworthy
friend and brother,

' ISAAC 8. KEITH.

* P.S. We have been informed that the Rev. J. Smith,

has been mstrumental in adding 60 or 70 persons, to
the number of the communicants in his congregation,
since the dreadful fever took place in your city. If
this be true, and if these persons be hopeful converts;

" . this circumstance affords strong encouragement to hope,

that the awfal calamity with which you were visited,
has not been a lost dispensation, and that it may yet
be followed with a more extensive blessing. Such ap-
pearances demand fervent praises ; and furnish ground
for pleasing expectations.

et S A
TO MR. AND MRS. L.

CHARLESTON, DECEMBER 6, 1796.
MY DEAR FRIENDS,

Wirn cordial affection, and a very
tender sympatby, I take my part with you in your af-
fliction, under the late bereaving stroke of the holy
hand of God, by which he has taken from you, your
dear child; a sweet lovely babe, whose pleasing, charm- -
ing countenance, forcibly impressed my mind, as I find
it did the minds of some other observers, when he was
lolemnly presented to the Lord, and received into the
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- church at his baptism. Onl that occasion, and in the

very serious 4nd interesting transaction with the

.great and blessed God, our Creator, Redeemer, and

Sanctifier, to which you 'welv'e then called ; 1 trust you
were, through his grace with you, enabled in sincerity,
and without reserve, to give him up, and dedicate hinx
to the Lord, who had first given him to you ; desirous,
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wish, that he should return to you, to partake with
you in the various evils of this sfate of sin and sorrow,
from which he has been so early aud so kindly taken
« away. And do you hope, that you willio due time go
to him, to dwell thére with him, and with all who are
redeemed to God by the blood of the Liamb, and are
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tality. With such views of the wise counsels of God
our Saviour, respecting ourselves, and all that we hold
dear to us, and of the salutary tendency and desirable
effects of all his dispensations, cven the most afflictive
that we have ever felt, or may yet be called to suffer ;
the aspect of affliction appears to be greatly changed.
Notwithstanding all the severity with which, in some
cases, it seems to frown upon us, it must be, at the same
time, presented to our minds, as a genuine fruit of our
‘Heavenly Father’s love, and as a necessary and sea-
sonable proof of his covenant mercy and faithfulness: ;
ordering a painful trial of a few moment’s continuance,
for the desirable purposes of yielding to us the present
peaceable fruits of righteousness, and of working for us a
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. Under
the iwpressions which such views, accompanied by the
influences of the good Spirit of God, are adapted to
~ tnake upon our hearts, we shall feel ourselves led to
say, with some small measure at least, of the mind that
was in our blessed Saviour Jesus Christ, in respect to
the greatest trial and conflict that may be appointed to
us ; “ O my Father, if this cup may not pass from me,
except I drink it § 3 thy will be done I”” When his grace
has brought us to this temper and mind, it will not only
% make submission very sweet, in what is most contrary
to nature” (as my dear Mrs. Keith, often and often
said she had felt'it, and as, I trust, I also bave found in
my own experience,) but it will dispose us to bless the
chastising ur Heavenly Father, in the most
painful dispensations of his providence, and to say,
-with our excellent friend Newton,

C Ty my happiness below,
" Not to live without the crose ;

e
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But the Saviour’s power to know,
Sanctifyjing every loss.

Trials must and will befal ; *
But, with Aumble fuith to see
Love inscribed upon them all ;
This is happiness Lo me.

Trials make the promise swees ;
Trials give new life to prayer;
‘Trials bring me to his feet ;

Lay me low, and keep me there””

ALSO COWPER.
¢ Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take ;
) " The clouds ye so much dread, )
o - Are big with mercies, and shall break .
In blessings on your head.”

«

AND NEWTON AGAIN.

_ %Since all that 1 meet, shall work for my good ;
The bitter is sweet, the med’cine is food ;
Tho’ painful at present; ’t will cease before long :
And then, O how pleasant, The conqueror’s song !

Through grace, I think I have been enabled, under
my great trial, to enter a little more deeply and fully
into the spirit of the above linés, and of such sentiments
and views as they express. And under the influence
of them,and in some measure, of the experience of their
power and efficacy, I think, I found and felt, that it
was good, that it was desirable for me to be afflicted,
as I was, in the tenderest feelings of my nature, and the
dearest interests and comforts of this mortal life ; and I
believe I owe it as a debt of gratitude to the God of all
grace, for his most unmerited, free, rich, sovereign
grace experienced, to acknowledge to his praise, that as
my afflictions abounded, so his consolations also were
made to abound to me, by Christ Jesus, my Interces-
sor and Redeemer ; so that the season which was in
many respects the most trying that I have ever suffer-
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ed, was at the same time made, in other respects, the
most comfortable that I have ever known and enjoyed.
I would hope that it has net thus far passed, with-
out some important and desirable benefits and advan-
tages attending it. But, alas! how transient will be
the best impressions produced by it, without the con-
tinued influence of the Divine Comforter and Sanctifier!
How soon have some of my best purposes, formed in
this interesting, memorable season of conflict and com-*
fort, been forgotten, or miserably failed in the execu-
tion ! Oh, how soon has my evil heart of unbelief, wan-
dered and departed fram its rest, and establishment in
the Lord my God and Saviour! With what various
temptations has my soul been assaulted and shaken!
What hours and days of darkness, stupidity, distrac-
tion, and dejection, all as the’ bitter fruits of my sins
and follies, bave I known within a few weeks past ! .
Yet, when I deserved, for all my sins and folly in for-
saking my own mercies, and following after lying vani-
ties, to be cast off forever: I am still encouraged to
hope, that the Lord has not utterly forsaken me, but has
again and again restored to me his free spirit of grace,
to draw me again to himself, at a throne of grace in
prayer and supplication ; to excite and enable me to
renew my repentance, and application by faith, to the
atoning and healing blood  of Jesus my Redeemer; to
repeat and ratify again my violated vows and engage-
ments of a better obedience and submission to the holy
will of God ; and to raise me again to some renewed ex-
periences of the consolations of his pardonmg mercy,
and of the joys of his salvation, Oh whata God and
Saviour have we to deal with, to go, and return to, to
trust -and to ho(pevin ! Bé humble, be thankful, O my
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soul : Jove and fear him with all thy power: rest in
him alone as thy refuge and portion, and in promoting
his glory, and shewing forth his praise, let all thy ac-
tivity and Zeal, be henceforth employed! And may
thy grace, my Lord and Saviour, be made sufficient
for me, and thy strength perfect in my weakness, for
these desirable purposes ! "Pray for me, my dear friends,
for I feel my need of the helping prayers of all who
<love me, and feel any interest in my concerns. 'When
I am endbled to pray at all, if ever I do pray, I en-
deavour, from time to time, .to offer up some petitions
for you : for you my dear Mrs. L. that the Lord may,
in his own way be pleased (and I would hope, that
your late afflictions is one of the means which he has
appointed, and may be pleased to sanctify in order) to
bring you home to himself, and- to the happy experi-
ence of that rest, which your soul can find only in your
Redeemer ; and of that salvation which is in him, with
eternal glory ; and that you my dear Mrs. L. may be
more and more established and built up in your faith in
the Saviour, on whom you have believed, may more
and more grow in the knowledge of him, and -in grace
and usefulness ; and in meetness for the inheritance of
the saints in light ! While I very sensibly feel, and of-
ten lament, the want of the improving and comforting .
society of your dear father and mother, and those
branches of their family, including yourself, that are
now in the country, I rejoice in the prospect and hope
of your being favoured now, for a short time at least,
with the desirable advantages of the public means of
grace among you there, under the ministry of the Rev.
Mr. Waddell. May the Lord abundantly bless bis
labours among you, during his stay ; and determine his
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final settlement there; if that would be most for his glo
ry, and the good of his church! My health is rather
better than some weeks ago, though still very tender
and delicate. Butit is a wonder of mercy, that it is
restored to that measure in which I now enjoy it. May
you and yours enjoy that degree of health, and every
other comfort of this life, that may be best for you, and
be abundantly blessed with all spiritual, heavenly, and
overlasting blessings, in Christ Jesus!: |
I am very snncerely, and aﬂ‘echouately, your fnend

1SAAC 8. EEITH:

TO REV. DR. G.

SHARLESTON, DECEMBER 10, 1796,
MY DEAR SIR,

T arrival of Capt. G, on the 30th vit.
‘brought me three letters from you, under dates of
September 21, October 24; and November 16 ; for all
of which I cordially thank you, and particularly for the
second, which is the longest ; partly on that account,
and partly as it is wholly occupied with a subject pe-
culiarly, and very deeply interesting to me, in my pres-
ent state of great and painful trial, and contains a varie-
"ty of important observations, admirably suited to my
feelings, my waats, and my experiences, in this trying
situation, it is regarded and felt by me, as the best of
the three, which are all indeed very good. The spirit
_of God, I trust, has directed your thoughts and your '
pen, o that you have been led to write a word, and
many words ,indeeg:,3 in season, and with the skill of a
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distinguishing judgement, and the tenderness of christ-
ian sympathy and love, to a weary, wounded, and great-
ly afflicted and tempest-tossed soul. The greater part
of the thoughts which you haye suggested in the body
of your letter, particularly alluded to, had indeed pre-
viously occurred to my own mind, and were impressed
upon it, as I trust, by the divine Sanctifier and Com-
forter, with that divine light and energy, which for
several weeks, made the season, whick was in many
respects, the most painfully trying that I have ever
known, a time of the greatest refreshing, from the pres-
ence of the Lord ; of the strongest consolation, the
sweetest peace, and the liveliest hope, that I have ever
experienced. Yet the new and excellent arrangement,
and the forclble manner in which your fertile, Judxclous,
and nervous pen, has agam ;'ecalled them to my remem-
brance, and pre_sentcd ‘them to my view, has served
to make me feel them with a new impression, and I
, would hope, not without some additiqnal advantage and
improvement. And shall I now acknowledge to you,
that after following you step by step, and reading at-
tentively, and with much satisfaction, what you had so
kindly, and so well written, I was the most forcibly struck
with some observations towards the conclusion of the
letter, whieh are adapted to excite the most painful sen-
sations, but which I have, to my great mortification,
and with inexpressible regret, found wonderfully co-in-
cident with my late bitter experience? Yes, my friend,
I bave thought, ¢ that under the first pressure of my
affliction, God was pleased to give me such views of his
sovereign' right to dispose of my dear partner,”: and of
- every thing that my heart was disposed to hold most
dear and valuable,. and impertant to me in my connex-



'LETTERS, 259

ion with her ; and of his doing all things well, ¢ and
such freedom of soul, sweetly to acquiesce in his will,
as were effectual to mingle the tears of joy, with those
of mourning.” Baut as you, by something like a spirit
of prophesy, have suggested, I have found, ¢ that I
had no security for the continuance of so desirable a
frame of mind.” 1Ihave since indeed felt, ¢ that it may
‘mot only be very difficult,” but that I have achmally
been, altogether unable, ¢ to preserve a right temper,
in other circumstances of an afflictive nature, which to
others,” and to myself in prospect, might have ap-
peared to be much less trying. Since some of the
first weeks of this memorable season of trial and com-
fort, oh ! how weak has my faith been found ! How
have I been shaken by various temptations, on the foun-
dation where I thought I stood most securely ; the
atonement, righteousness, and intercession of the Re-
deemer, and the glorious provisions, and the great and
precious promises of the covenant of grace, of which
he s the blessed Mediator ; while my interest in these,
have been hid from my view! How soon have my
best impressions been lost, or greatly abated, and my
best purposes been forgotten, or miserably failed in the
execution! How soon has my light been exchanged for
darkness ; and my peace for trouble ! And’how many
hours and days of stupidity, distraction, and dejection,
have I lately known ! Lord what is man! Ob, how de-
ceitful above all things, and desperately wicked is the
human heart ! And how artful and powerful is that ad-
versary, who goeth about centinually seeking whom he
may destroy, or harass, and injure, to the extent of his
abilities ! And oh! what a God and Saviour, have we
to go, and return to, to trust, and to hope in ; who, as a
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father pifieth his children, pitieth them that fear bim ;
who has compassion for their infirmities, forgives the
multitode of their transgressions, according to the mul-
titude of his tender mercies ; beals their backslidings ;
subdues the power of their unbelief and their iniquities;
bruises down satan in due time under their feet 3 and
instead of casting them away for ever, as he justly
migh, for their sin and folly in wandering from him, and
forsaking their own mercies, in the foolish pursuit of
lying vanities, graciously restores to them again and
again, his free spirit of grace, to draw them again to
himself, in the exercises of repentance and faith,
‘prayer and hope, and the renewal of their forgotten,
violated vows of a better obedience and submission to
his holy will, for the time to come ; when thus humbled
again before him, raises them again to some renewed
experiences of his pardoning mercy, and of the joys of
his salvation ! Thus, I sometimes dare te think and
hope, the Lord hath dealt with me, who am less than
the least of all his mercies, and the very chief of sin-
ners. Oh! my soul, and all that is within me, bless
the Lord for -all his wise counsels, and gracious deal-
ings : fear and love him, who corrects thee 1o humble
and prove thee, apd to do thee good in the latter end ;
who by the various changes through which he leads
thee, takes the wisest and best methods, to discover
thy weakness and insufficiency ; thy sins and follies, and
to manifest the glory of his own abounding all-sufficient
grace, and astonishing and everlasting love. Rest in
him alone, as thy refuge and portion, and thy Allin all:
and in promoting his glory, and shewing forth his praise,
and in foliowin‘g thy dearest of all mortal friends, and
all other christian friends, now inheriting the promises
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io his heavenly kingdom, and the enjoyment of that
everlasting rest, which remaineth for the people of God,
let all thy activity and zeal, be henceforth employed !
And may the grace of my Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, be made sufficient for me, and his strength per-
fect in my weakness, for these important and desirable
- purposes. To these purposes, help me, my friend,
with your prayers. In return for this most important
office of love, that absent friends ‘can render to each
other, 1 shall endeavour, when I can pray for myself,
to offer up for you also, from time to time, some peti-
tions, that the God of all grace may supply all your
wants, according to bis riches in glory, by Christ Je- -
sus, so as to furnish you thoroughly, for all your work
‘and warfare, and particularly for the purpose of sanc-
~ tifying to your good, and to the benefit of the church,
that bedily affliction with which you are exercised,
which at the first view, seems to wear 'a’ frowning as-
pect towards yourself and your people ; but which
may be appointed, ordered, and conducted, in manifold
wisdom, faithful love, and tender mercyto both. You
-have not, I presume, forgotten what you have written '
to me ; that is, ¢ when the chastisements of Heaven, are
sanctified, they are not judgements, but mercies.”” Of
the truth of thisI am well assured : in the experience of
it, I have thought that I have been enabled, sincerely to
rejoice ; -may I, and may yon feel, more and more of
its power and happy influence upon our temper and
conduct, under our respective trials !

- Under my great and sore troubles, which the Lord
has shewed me, it has been no small consolation to me,
and indeed, one.of the greatest that I have enjoyed, to
perceive thecontinuance of hopeful appearances, that the
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Lord has beeny and is still, carrying on a work of grace
among us in this part of his church. To the advance-
ment of this, the judgements which- he has executed
among us by fire and mertal sickness, during the past
seasons, have, I trust, been made happily subservient,
through the attending influences of his sanctifying
spirit. If the particular afilictions, or the consolations
under them, which I have experienced, may have been,
as I am led to hope they have been, in some measure
conducive, through the same sanctifying blessing, to
the benefit, and the furtherance of the salvation of any
of my beloved and affectionate people, who have most
kindly taken their part in my afflictions, and all my
concerns ; blessed be the name of God ; and for such
a desirable purpose, I think it an honor, privilege, and-
happiuess, to be called to suffer the greatest trials with
which it pleases the only wise God our Saviour, to ex-
ercise his people and his ministers, in this probationary
atate. ‘

. My health is in some degree graciously restored to
me, from a state of . extreme and alarming weakness, to
which I was reduced by sickness, in August and Sep--
tember. - That measure of it which I now enjoy, is
however but small, and attended with some threatening
symptoms. Ihavebeen,andam, sufficiently admonished,
to remind me that the time is short, and that I must ere
long, and may very soon, put off this tabernacle, and
pass from all earthly scenes, to my everlasting abode in
the world of spirits. Oh ! may I be effectually awak-
ened, and engaged, through the grace of God with me,
to do the work of my day, before that night comes, in
which no man can work, and so to acquit myselfin the
duties, and under the trials, of my christian profession,
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and ministerial office, that when I finish my'couise here,
I may enter into the future, full, and everlasting joy of
my Lord; in his kingdom ef glory, where, with the late
dear partner of all my cares and joys in this mortal life,
and with all the spirits of the just made perfect, I may
glorify the adorable Author of my being, redemption,
and happiness, iofinitely better thanI ever have done,
or ever can do, in this evil warld !
Your unworthy brother, and friend,
: 18AAC 8. KEITH.

L

TO DR. F.

» CHARLESTON, 0CTOBER 15, 1804,
DEAR SIR, o

Very pressing engagements, prevented my
answering your kind letter of the 20th ult. at the time
of my receiving it. .

The sentiments which you have suggested in your
letter cancerning the Missionary business in our coun-
try, accord wonderfully with my own on this subject;
and of course have given me much pleasure. For
some considerable time past, I have been revolving
"inany of the very thoughts, which you have so well,
and . so feelingly expressed, in my own mind; and on -
several occasions, I have given some pretty plain, and
broad hints in my public discourses from the pulpity
velative to what is doing by others in Europe and the
United States, and to what appears to me to be our
duty in Carolina, in this most worthy undertaking, and
most important of all causes. But as my attention and

'
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time are fally occupied, with the stated duties of my
‘office and situation, during the absence of my colleague,
T have not .fonnd leisure for digesting a plan, which
might be best suited to our circumstances here, and
which it might - be most expedient for us to adopt, in
pursuit of this great and benevolent design. Some-
thing, 1 thiok, ought to be done; and somethiné;, I
trust, will ere long be done, in the way of niaking an
attempt, at least, at this good work, by the friends of
Zion in our church; and I would hope, by others of
different denominations. One of our worthy deacons,
Mr. Charles Snowden, in the course of conversation
" this week, introduced this subject with a warm interest
"in it, before I had spoken a word to him on the subject.
"'We ought, I think, to have made earlier advances in
this business, and now we ought to redeem the time,
and double our diligence, for helping it fbrward, in one
way or another. Yet there is room for our co-opera-
. tion, and for the desirable fruits of our labours of love,
and of our liberality, to be'diffused far and wide through
the land ; especially among our frontier inhabitants, if
not among the savage tribes. ¢ Mercy shall be built up
for ever.” The glorious things spoken of Zion, shall
be fulfilled in their appointed time. The fulness of
Jews and Gentiles shall be brought into the church of
Christ. The world seems to be now groaning and tra-
vailing in pain, with great events, favourable in their ul-
timafe tendency, to the extension, peace and prosperi-
ty of the Redeemer’s kingdom. Let us pray, and hope,
let us bestow,  and labour, for its advancement, in
the spirit of those devout, cathollc, elegant and nervous

lines of Walts
, \
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«From. all_;hit dwell belew the skies,
Let the Creator’s praise arise,

Let the Redeemer’s name be sung,
Through every land, by every tongue.”

A few days ago, Mr. Josiah Smith, read me a part of
s letter which he had lately received from Mr. Snowden
of Philadelphia, informing that Mr. Boudinot, director
of the mint, had lately presented to the corporation.of
. 'the general Assembly of the Presbyterian church, for
the purposes of promoting the interests of the gospel
among our frontier inhabitants, the negroes, and the In-
dian tribes, ten thousand acres of land, worth one dollar
and an half per acre, equal to 15,000 Dolls. with four
hundred Dollars, of 8 per cent stock, designed for pay-
ment of taxes, hereafter arising. And further, that a
gentleman, a minister, who had been authorized to make
collections for the miqsiohary purposes, had received
three thousand dollars. These are surely noble benefac-
tions, and encouraging beginnings. May all that love
Zion, and seek her good, prosper more and more, for
time and eternity ! And with them, may your lot and
‘mine be found! Your’s affectionately,
1SAAC 8. KEITH.

Ot Y} A

TO w—
. 7 ocToBER 27, 18'01;
DEAR SIR, -~
S Accept now my sincerely grateful acknowl-
edgements, for both your fricndly codmmunications;
which on several accounts, have sfforded me much sat-
isfaction ; and especially as the first more largely, and
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the latter more concisely, furnish pleasing indications,
of your being under the influence of the christian tem-
per, and an hopeful learner in the school of Christ.
The complaints against yourself, which you so feeling-
ly express, are no bad evidences of your having obtain-
ed, through a Divine teaching, some just knowledge of
yoursel?; and their effects will be highly salutary and
beneficial, if they are improved, as I trust they will be
by you, accordi& to their proper tendency, to the pur-
poses of rendering, the Saviour of sinners, the Physi-
cian of sin sick souls, more and more precious to you;
and of engaging you o prize more highly, his gospel,
as the warrant of your hope, and the instrument of yog_}‘
consolation. Let it be remembered, that humility is ~
the first lesson, which we are required to learn, when
we are called to take upon us the yoke of the meek,
and lowly Jesus ; that humility is an essential, distin-
' guishing, and most amiable feature in the christian
character ; and that in the course of the life, which, as
christians, we are to lead, by faith in the Son of God,
we may ever estimate the degree to which we have at-
tained in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour, by the measure of real humility which we pos-
sess. And to lay us low in humility, and at the same
time, to exalt our Redeemer in our esteem, how need-
fal and desirable are those discoveries.of our depravi-
ty, our weaknesses, our failures, our follies, our offences,
which are occasioned by the business, the enjoyments,
the temptations, of every day ; and those views of (be
compassion, the love, the wisdom, the power, the right-
eousness, the intercession of Christ, to which the spir-
it of God, by the instrumentality of his word, most sen-
sibly raises the minds of believers, when they would
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otherwise be more ready to sink in despondence, or to
yield to discouragement! Al the paths of the Lord,
towards his people, the genuine followers of Christ, are
mercy and truth : though in these, they are often led,
like the blind, asina way which they understand not;
till they find, as they surely will, in due time, that all
the things which appeared to be most against them,
were working most certainly and effectually for their
good. May the only wise God, our Saviour, and the
God of all grace, teach and dispose us, to be more and
more satisfied, that his wisdom should guide us, and that
our best interests should be promoted, by the means
which he may choose ; though the most mortifying to
our natural vapity, and self-sufficiency, and the most
pamful to our vicious self-love. In a word, may the
Liord increase our faith ; then we shall certainly have
increase in every grace ; in those humiliations for our
deficiences and transgressions, and in those fruits of
love, and of holiness, by which he will be most glori-
fied, and ourselves most benefitted ! :
As to the Society, &c. it was not our expectation;
that contributions towards the formation, and support
of it, would be obtained at present, to any considerable
extent ; or from any but those who felt themselves
disposed or interested, on some principle or other, in pro-
moting the great cause of religion ; and who cherished
at the same time, sentiments friendly to the Independent
or Congregational churchies. That the icea of emanci-
pation being connected with our design, should be en-
tertained by any, and be suggested as an objection, is -
indeed surprising.. With as good ground might we be
suspected of aiming at that object, in the stated exercise
of our gospel ministry in this city. It should be re- .
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membered, that every member of the Association is ia-
terested, as an owner, in that species of property,
against which emancipation would operate, and ought,
therefore, to be in the judgement of charity, considered
as believing that their conduct in holding that property,
is justifiable; and that in consistency with this, they
may employ their endeavoars, and use their influence,
for promoting, as extensively as possible, and m all
practicable and promising ways, the knowledge of that
blessed gospel, which, while it proves the power of God,
to the eternal salvation of every believer, has the most
direct tendency, and powerful eﬂicacy, towards mak-
ing men better, and more fdithful in every relation, and
more contented and happy in every sitoation in which
they are placed by the wise and good providence of Giod.
* 1n the commencment of this Society, we thought it
most expedient, that the members.of it, should belong
to the Congregational chnrches, in order to secure that
harmony of sentimeuat, which appeared to be very im-
portant in the first measures, that.should be attempted
to be pursued, with a view to the accomplishment of a
great object ; while our resources were not expected to
be very ample. Should it hereafter appear to be ad-
visable to admit persons of other denominations, as
members of the Society, I trust that the first members
of it will befound possessed of a sufficient degree of
liberality and zeal, readily and cordially to receive such
to co-operate with them in so good a work. In this
city, donations are already engaged by subscription, to
the amount of about $700, and also about sixteen mem-
bers, for the payment of 5 dollars annually. And a con-
“siderable addition, both of donations and members, is yet

expected. Your affectionate friend, '
‘ 1SAAC 5. KEITH.
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T0 HIS BISTER.

. ‘ CHARLESTQN, JuLY 15, ;808
MY DEAR SISTER, '
WiiLe on a short visit at our brother and
sister M’s, last fall, I wrote you a few lines in great
lmsté, informing you, that my dear wife, with her sister,
Miss M. L. and myself, had spent a considerable part
of the preceding season in travelling, first by sea to
New-York, and thea by land to Baliston’ Springs,
“and thence through New-England, &c. &c. chiefly
with a view to the benefit of Mrs. K’s health, which
had been for several years greatly iwpaired. This
measure was adopted and pursued, after the skill of
‘physicians, and the power of medicine, bad been long
tried, without much effect, as the one which seemed to
promise most success. But it did not please the Liord,
io whose hands are all events, to render it effectual to
- the attainment of the desired object. For a time, in-
deed, it seemed to be attended with the happiest ef-
fects.  All the pleasing, Battering hopes, however,
which were thus raised, soon lérmmaled in painful dis-

- appmntment -
We returned to Charleston by land ;- after travelling
from New-York, in varipus places and directions, about
2000 miles; from the middle of July. Generally,
while riding, my dear Mrs. K. was sensibly better, but
within a few days after reaching home, which was on
the 2d of December, she was confined to her chamber,
in consequence of the increase of a cold which she had
taken on the road. At different times, her cough was

z
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attended with a spitting of blood. And from thjs period,
her former complaints; increased by this severe cold,and
alarming hemorrhage, began to assume decidedly the
form of a consumption, of the nervous class; under
which she languished, till the 15th day of May last ;
when, between six and seven ¢’clock, in the morning of
the Liord’s day, she left me, and her other connexions
and friends here, in the house of mourning, and trium-
phantly entered upon the enjoyment of that everlasting
sabbath, which is celebrated by the spmts of the just,
made perfect in glory. :

« To her—to die, was indeed great gam .But to
me, how great is the loss, which I suffer in being again
bereaved of the nearest and dearest of all human con-
nexions ; and again deprived of all the desirable advan-
tages and comforts, which were found in (he society of
a wortby and amiable €hristian friend, united with me
in the tenderest of .all mortal ties. But the Lord is
righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works. He
doth all things well ; and under his administration, and
through his sanctifying blessing, all things shall most
certainly and effectually. work tegether for good, to
those who love him. . And blessed be his name for all
the rich, and strong consolations, with which he has
mingled and sweetened the bitter cup, which he has
given me to drink ; wlgile he calls me to mourn under
this bereaving stroke.of his holy hand !

The first months of my dear wife’s illness, were to
her a season of great trial. Her affecfionate heart, feel
ing the full force of a naturally warm and tenderattach-
ment to her beloved connexions and friends, was some-
times almost overwhelmed with the thought of a final

~ separation from them, as to this world, which she began
: 3
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to anticipate as pear at hand. Still more was she dis-
- tressed with a consciousness of many spiritual infirmi-
ties, and of various guilt ; especially when she consider-
ed herself as an ungrateful backslider, who had suffered
the cares and the enjoyments of this life, to abate the
zeal and delight, which she had experienced for some-
time after she began to walk in wisdom’s ways, under
the influence of her first love. And at the same time,
the temptations of the artful, malicious adversary, were
frequently employed to darken and perplex her mind ;
and more particularly to increase her natural dread of
auffering ; and especially her fear of the pain of dying.
He was, however, never. permitted to prevail so far
against her, as to deprive her wholly of the hope in her
Redeemer, which she had chérished, and which she
was enabled to hold fast, from the period of her first
making an open profession of her faith in him, and of
her being received into the communion of his church,"
which was about seven years ago. . As to her hope,
she repeatedly observed, that she had often, and often
examined the fonndation of it, and earnestly prayed;,
that if it were not a genuine, well-founded, christian -
hope, it might be torn from her, and she left destitute
and forlorn, till she should obtain a ‘betteyr. " But finding
that it rested solely on the atoniement, the righteous-
ness, the intercession, agd the promises of her Redeem-
er, she was led to rejoice - in him, as an holy Saviour,
who sa‘ies his people from their sins, and makes them
holy ; while it disposed her to renounce, with abhor-
rence, the idea of recommending herself to the favour
of Ged, by any good works that she had ever done, or
ever could do, and proved an anchor to her soul, amid
the most violent assaults of temptation, and under the:
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most bemblmr disceterics of ber own corruptions, fail-
ported by scriptere evidesce, and that to give 1t »p,
would be sazrateful to ber Lord, and 2 wreeg dose to
ber ows wel.  Yet, such were her vicws of the corrap-
ticus of ber mature, and sach her ceaflicts in the chris-
tian warfare, that she enjored, for 2 loag time, bat Ettle
of the pecaliar satisfactions or coasolations of religion.
And while is this sacemforiable frame of mind, she
woeld frequestly, and most paibetically repeat, that
excelflest expressise hyma of Cowper, the 98¢k, Rip-
pou’s Selection ; or the 3d ia the 1st Bosk of Olsey

Hymss.

Oh. for 2 daser vk with Ged,
A o'm sed beavenks frame :
A Fght to shine wpon the road
That leads me to the Lamb !

Where is the blessedness | knew,
When Girst | saw the Lord
Wheve is the soul refreshing view
Of Jesus 2ad his word ?

What peseefal boars 1 thew enjoy’q,
How sweet their memors still ;
But mow 1 find an aching void,
The world cas never 6iL

Retarn, O boly Dove, returs,
Sweet messenger of rest !

1 bate the sins that made thee mourn,
And drove thee from m) breast.

The dearest idol | have knows,
‘Whate'er that idol be,

Help me to tear it from thy throae,
And worship only thee.

S0 shal! mv walk be clnae with God,

Cslm «nd serene mv frame :

So parer light shall mark the road,

That leads me to the Lamb. .
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At length the scene becanie most happily changed in
her favour, and to the unspeakable consolation of her
 sympathizing friends. This change from an-anxious
and gloomy, to a calm and heavenly, frame of mind,
took place more than two months prior to her dissolu-
tion. The Spirit of God, having brought her down to
a state of deep humiliation and contrition, began then"
clearly and satisfactorily to bear witness with her
spirit, that she was a child of God, through her union,
by a vital faith, with his beloved Son, and that'he wax
exercising her with all the afflictions and trials which
she endured, not for his pleasure, but for her profit, that
she might become a partaker; in a larger measure, of his
holiness. Being now enabled with humble confidence,
to claim an interest in his favour and love, while rely-
ing with a cheerful, stedfast trust, on the atoning, cleans-.
ing blood, and justifying righteousness, of Jesus, her
broken, sorrowing heart, was healed and revived ; nor
were the consolations of God any longer small with her.
Her soul now filled, if not with sensible joy, at least,
- with solid, settled peace in believing, no longer felt its
former difficulty and reluctance, in giving up all the en-
dearments and comforts, which she had experienced, or
could ever hope to find, in the society of her dearest
relatives and friends on earth j for now all her hope and
confidence, her affections and joys, were concentrated
in that Divine Friend, her blessed and dear Redeemer,
as she constantly called him, who, she was assured,
could alone effectually hélp and comfort her, and would
never leave nor forsake her. And under the influence
of a stedfast faith, aud lively hope in bim, -and- in the
cheering prospect of that eternal life, which God has,
in and through ’g;” promised to believers, she was now

i
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enabled to view, the certain, steady, solemn approach of
death, with an undismayed heart ; and not only so, but
with an ardent desire to depart, that she might be with
her Saviour and her God.. “ Obh! (said she, at differ-
ent times, within the week before her death,) Oh, that
the blessed hour were come ! Oh, that it might be this
night ! or this moment, if it were the will of God ; for
then I shall be happy, happy, happy.”

Two or three days before she died, when her physi-
cian was feeling her pulse, she asked him, how her pulse
seemed to beat. On his answering, * Quite strong
yeot ;7> she expressed in her countenance much disap-
pointment, and said ; I had hoped, that you could
have told me, that it was quite weak and low.” No-
thing indeed seemed to afford her greater satisfaction
and pleaéure, than the intimation, that her time would
be short ; and her greatest fear seemed to be, that she
might not be able to hold out in the exercise of becom-
ing patience, till her change should come. On the day
before she died, she asked me, whether I thought it
would be wrong to pray for her speedy dismission. I
observed to her, that it might perhaps be lawful thus to
pray, provided it be with submission to the will of God,
and a disposition to wait for his appointed time. And
on my inquiring, whether she really wished to go and
leave all her friends, to whom she had been so strongly
and tenderly attached here 7 she replied ; “ Oh, yes ;
what are they all to me ; or what can any of them do for
me now ? None of you know what I suffer ; and much
less can you give me any relief : Oh,” said she, point-
ing to her breast, “ I now feel the foretaste of death
here.”” 1 then asked her, whether she still felt her heart
fized,: trusting in her best friend, her Almighty and
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blessed Saviour, from whom alone her help could
come, and her mind at peace trusting in him, believing
that he would be with her, as her very present help,
and all-sufficieat Saviour, till he would give her the dis-
mission for which she was longing ; and receive her to
be with himself for ever ? she answered, “ Yes! yes!
1 have no doubt : but I am too weak to talk;'’ and wav-
ing her hand, she desired me to leave her. '

' Within a few days before her death, when very rest-
less under a burning fever, she said to the kind friends,
whose looks and actions manifested the readiest disposi:
tion to sooth and relieve her, as far as lay in their
power ; ¢« Ah, I am indeed suffering much, much more
than any of you can imagine : but much rather would I
suffer all that I endure on this bed of sickness, than be
abroad in the world, in health, sinning against my God 3
for I do think that I love him sincerely.”” Inshort, her
submission to his will, her approbation of all his methods
of dealing with her, whether afflicting or comforting ;
and her longing desire to be with him, in a state of
complete holiness, as well as of perfect bappiness, mani-
fested in the most satisfactory manner, that she was io-
deed, born of the spirit ; made a new creature in Christ,
and graciously prepared for that eternal glory in the
presence of God, to which her heart so ardently gspired.
And when, at length, the blessed hour of her departure
arrived, few perhaps ever realized more fully the pre-
cious import of those elegant, expressive lines, of the
pious Watts. )

Jesus ean make a.dying bed,

Feel soft as downy pillows are ;

‘While on his breast 1 lean my head,
And breathe my life out sweetly there.
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Qb, what grace was this ! How astonishing ; how ad-
mirable the change which it effects in the views and
feelings of nature ! How wonderfully are its power and
influence displayed, in divesting life, vaturally so sweet
to mortals, of all its endearing charms; in disarming the
horrid monster death, of its sting ; and in relieving the
soul from all the dread, which it once felt, in the view
of a cba/g'ge, of worlds, and in spreading the brightest
glories, over the prospects of eternity ! Surely the con-
sideration of this grace, is well adapted to minister the
most grateful, consoling reflections, amidst al our ten-
der, affecting recollections, of dear departed friends,
who have been the happy subjects of it ; and to engage
us to pray and hepe, that it may in like manner, be made
sufficient for us, to furnish us thoroughly for all the du-
ties and trials of life, and to make us more than con-
querors over the last enemy death, and to carry us
triqmphamly to glory ! ,

, ISAAC S. KEITH.

" 70 DR. F.

) . cn;annsrox, AUG!IS’T 6, 1863,
MY DEAR 8IR, _
Younr very acceptable letter of two sheets
foho, under date the 25th ult. I received through the
hands of Mr. J. F. on the 2d inst. I have always
 found pleasure, and frequently improvement, in the pe-
rusal ‘of your letters. Those which I have lately re-
ceived from you, have been peculiarly interesting and
?leasmg 3 not only as- they dlscover your own heart,
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warmly engaged. in religion, and your efforts, zealously
employed for the purpose of securing the blessings of it
“ to others ; but as they furnish a great deal of informa-
tion, which leaves no room to doubt, that the great
cause which you and others are labouring to support and
promote, is now succeeding and prospering in B. ina
manner truly remarkable, and worthy of peculiar atten-
tion. Let Zion’s King have all the glory of his own
work 3 and let the hearts of his friends be encouraged,
and their hands strengthened, to undertake and accom-
plish whatever they find, and are called to do, for the
glory of his name, and the advancement of his interests,
within the sphere of their influence. The account
which you give of a number of the youth among the
first families in your commuaity, being awakened to the
serious consideratiqn of the concerns of their souls, and
engaged in seeking an interest in the Redeemer, is tru-
ly pleasing intelligence. They are the rising hope of
the church. May many of them be raised up, and
prepared, as the subjects of grace, and heirs of salva-
tion, to be ornaments of a christian profession, the de-
fenders and supporters of the gospel, and the honor-
ed instruments of transmitling its blessings 1o the gene-
rations which shall succeed them. The instance,
which you mention, of the young lady, educated in this
city, and now at home in B. baving received her first
religious impressions under one of my sermons, affords
me a new occasion for-admiring the grace of God, which
employs the agency of the most unworthy of his ser-
vants, for usefulness to those whom he is pleased to
bless. If any good is done by my ministry, I surely
know enough of myself, to constrain me to say, ¢ Not
wato me, O Lord, not unto me, but to thy name give glo-
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- in the course of an increasing acquaintance, he would
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ry, for thy mercy and thy truth’s sake.”” The thought
that my poor labours should be in any degree success-
ful, in promoting the best, the immortal interests of my
fellow sinners, is one of the most pleasing and delight-
ful, that my heart can cherish. It is so, on account of
the happiness which I feel in contributing to the happi-
ness of others ; and as the name of the Lord is manifest-
ly and peculiarly magnified and glorified, when good is
done, by such an instrumentality as mine. Let the
God of all grace, and the only Saviour be exalted ! and
may I know and keep my place in the deepest humilia-
tion at his feet ! But whether I should allow myself to
be much comforted or encouraged by this case, may in
some measure depend on the event of this young lady’s
present serious concern. May He who has awakened
it by his good spirit, by means of his word, bring it for-
ward to the most desirable and happy issue, in that re-
pentance which is unto life, not to be repented of ; and
that faith in the Redeemer, which will be to the saving
of the soul; and not suffer it to prove like the morning
cloud, and the early dew, soon passing away !

I feel a very high gratification, in hearing, not only
by your letter, but also through others which have been
received here, that my young friend Mr. P, is so favour-
ably received at B. and that in his public services, and
in his private intgrcourse with the people, he has concil-
iated general esteem, and promises so fairly to be use-
ful in the most important of all concerns, those of reli-
gion, I was well persuaded, that as his piety, talents,
and worthy character, became more and more unfolded,

rise in the good opinion of the religious, and the serious-

t}y disposed. May his blessed Lord and Master in-
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crease his ’gracéé and gifts, crown his labours of love
among you, with abundant success, in the conversion of
sinners, in the edification of believers, and in the promo-
tion of the establishment, growth, and prosperity of your
infant church! In order to his being thus honored, I
trust he will be kept humble ; still waiting in believing
dependence upon his Lord, in whom all fulness dwells,
seasonably receiving all needful supplies from him, and
rendering all back to him in gratitude, praise, and cheer-
ful, persevering obedience, and sérvice! The provision
which you have made for his support, is in my view,
all circumstances considered, an expression of the lib
erality of the people; and to him, in his present' situa-
tion, it will, I doubt net, be adequate to his necessities,
and entirely satisfactory. In shert, I think he has great
cause for tha'nkﬁﬁness and encouragement, on account
of the many agreeable, favourable and promising cir-
cumstances attending his residence among you. May '
the Lord maintain and increase your comfort in each
other; and multiply to you, respectively, the blessings
of his love and his peace !

I thank you for the abstract which you have given
me of the Constitutional Rules of your Church. Isup-
pose they are suited to your circumstances ; and to me
they appear to be generally good. I am particularly
pleased with the article relative to the doctrines in
which the Church professes her faith. The want of
something of this nature in our own Constitution, I con-
sider as a deficiency to be regretted : particularly as I
think it improper; and likely to be productive of evil,
that persons who do not believe some of the fundamen-
tal, distinguishing doctrines of the gospel, should have
a right to vote, in the choice of a pastor. The West-
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minster Confession of Faith, as a 'system of doctrine, in
my opinion, is conformable, in all the great points, to
scripture truth. Perhaps some objections may lie
against a rule of the church, requiring it to be adopted,
in toto, as a standard by which the faith of every per-
son must be measured, in order to admission to church
_privileges; and perhaps a more brief, comprebensive
summary of fundamental, divine truths, might be sub-
stituted in the constitution' itself, as a measure more
eligible, than that of an unlimited adoption of the West-
minster Confession.. But the adoptien of such a stand-
ard, more or léss brief or full, I regard as a matter of
importance to the purity of the church, and well adapt-
ed to ensure its stability and prospenty, on the most

solid and permanent grounds
ISAAC S, KEITH.

i Wt

70 DR. F.

. CHARLESTON, JULY 6, 1808,
MY DEAR FRIEND, .

Turee of your letters are now be-
fore me, under dates June 17th and 27th,and July 1st.
All these favours, be assured, have been very welcome
to me and are very thankfully acknowledged. The
kind notice which you have taken in the first especially
of my present situation under a bereaving dispensation
of Divine Providence, which has deprived me of a mul-
tiplicity of the most desirable, and the dearest of social
enjoyments and mortal comforts; and the sympathy ex-
pressed by Mrs. F. and yourself, together with the
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consolatory reflections which you have suggested, have
been truly grateful and soothing to me, It is a sweet
alleviation of our sorrows, to know that they are tender-
1y shared by friends, and especially by christian friends,
. whom we esteem and love, and by whose prayers we
may be helped to bear, and ‘to improve them with a
christian temper, to the glory of God, and our own spi-
ritual benefit. I accept, with peculiar satisfaction, the
friendly interest which you, and your worthy partner,
feel in my concerns, and I will esteem it as a particular
favour, to be still remembered by you in your prayers.
You are no-doubt mutually sensible of, and thankful for,
the happiness and the many advantages which you en-
joy in a connexion the most endearing that can subsist
between mortals on earth, and which is peculiarly in-
teresting to those who are heirs together of the grace
of life. Let every day’s continuance of these precious
comforts and blessings, serve to enliven your gratitude
for them, and to unite your hearts in a more fervent
love to the gracious Author of them. And remember-
ing the changing scenes of life, “lean not on earth,” but.
let your trust, your bope, your joy, with the supreme
affections of your hearts, centre mn the Liord your God
‘and Redeemer, in whom alone they can find a solid and
permanent support, and an unchangeable object, every
way adequate, and altogether worthy! In him may
you feel yourselves daily more and more blessed ; and
through his grace with you, may you prove rich and in-
creasing blessings to each other, to the dear children
whom the Lord has graciously given you, and to many
-around-you in the sphere of duty and usefulness, ia
which he has wisely placed you!
- : 36 .
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‘T cannot express to you, the satisfaction which I feef
in the view which you bave given me of the pleasing
state of your infant church. Its beginning, though
small, seems to be peculiarly promising. May its
growth be rapid, and its latter end greatly increased !
‘The progress which you have already made, in associ-
ating and organizing yourselves as a church, exceeds all
the expectations which I had formed in your favour, for
so early a period. Not unto yourselves, not unto your-
selves, but unte the Lord, who has al}l hearts in his.
hands, and who gives to the counsels and conduct of his
creatures, that direction and that issue which he pleases,
let all the glory be ascribed! And still remember, ¢ that
the Lord is with you while you are with him.” Where-

. fore, ¢ be strong, and work” in his name apd for his
glory ; and doubt not that « he will establish the work of
your hands, and cause his work to appear amnong your-
selves, and his glory to your children,” and successors !

The Lord indeed seems to be beginning to do great
things for you : particularly in dispesing the hearts of
some to join you, or to faveur you,whose wealth and tal-
ents give them an important influence in their stations
in the world. The souls of all indeed, of the meanest
slave, and of the greatest potentate, are in one view
equally precious, as they are equally immortal, and
equally liable to everlasting misery, aud equally capa-
ble of everlasting happiness, and will certainly guffer
the one, or enjoy the other, to the extent of their re-
spective powers through all the ages of eternity. But,
undoubtedly when such men as Barnwell and Clay be-
come the genuine disciples of the cross,and friends ef the
gospel, they are qualified, from their superior intellec-
tual abilities and education, and from their worldly pos-
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sessions and :preponderating weight in tociety, to do
more than others, in supporting and promoting the Re-
deemer’s cause and interests in the world. 1 am happy
indeed to hear, that you have the gountenance and aid
of such distinguished' characters in your designs and ef-
forts for the advancement of pure and undefiled religion, '
in your town and neighbourhood. May the Lord increase
the number of such subjects of his grace, and champions
of his cross, and more'and more abundantly bless them,
and make them blessinfgs to the church and the world !
As to yourself, in respect to the difficulties which
you feel in acting conformably to the obligations impos-
ed by the new office in the church, with which you are
vested ; I need only remind you that in the adorable
Head of the church, whom you are called to serve in
that station, all fulness dwells, and that from this you
are to draw, according to your wants, by prayer and
faith; and you have only to ask, believing, that you
may receive abundantly from him who giveth wisdom
and grace liberally, without upbraiding his supplicants
for their necessities, or their unworthiness. '
Your promised abstract of your constitution, and
y;our farther communications respecting your church
and family, yourself, &c. &c. will be very acceptable to
me. Write often and largely : but expect not measure
for measure from me: as I am often, in my present soli-
tary situation, sohtary in a domestic and pastoral view,
so much occupied with a variety of affairs, unavoidably
demanding my attention and my cares, that I find very
little leisure for corresponding with my friends. Find-
ing it impracticable to write to you last week, as the
past Lord’s day was our sacramen®al season, I desired
Mr. Palmer to write in answer to your letter of the'17th
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June : and his letter, I hope you have ere this received.
Assure yourself and Mrs. F. of the sincere esteem,
and affectionate regard, and continued prayers of your
real friend,

1SAAC 8. KEITH.

joLy 7, 180s.

P. S. I refer you to Mr. P. for information respect-
ing the state of things in our city, and in our church,
&ec. .

I wish I could inform you that religion had become
more lively among us. Some of our professors appear,
indeed, to be a little revived ; and our assemblies in
church, are much more full than they were a few weeks
ago, even when they were collected in one house of
worship ; as has been the case during Dr. H’s indispo-
sition, since Mr. C’s departure for the northward.

Here and there an individual is discerned among us,
inquiring the way to Zion, with the face directed
thitherward. Oh! to see multitudes flying to Christ,

“and crowding unto his church, like the doves to their
windows! Pray for us as a church: I would desire to
do the same for you. May the Lord bless and keep
you and yours ! 1. 5. K.

e . . ,
3
e TO REV. MR. P.
6

CHARLESTON,. NOVEMBER 16, 1803,
MY DEAR SIR,

der dates, September 3, October 22, and November
" When I was about sitting down to answer the first,

I I uave now before me, three of your favours,
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a letter from Dr. F. informed me, of the determi-
nation of the Independent Church, in B. to pre-
sent a call to you, inviting you to become their pastor ;
and that you intended very soon to write to me on the
subject. Ithen concluded to wait a little longer for
Your expected communication, which I accordingly,
in a short time received ; and before I could find lei-
‘sure for acknowledging it, your last came to hand,
through Mr. F.
For all these favours, I smcere]y thaok you. While
they excite my sympathy, on account of some difficul-
" ties which you feel, they have given me much saiisfac-
tion, as they express those exercises of heart, with
which all real christians are more or less acquainted,
and to which all others are entire strangers ; and as
they give the desirable information that religion is still
lively and flourishing, and apparently increasing in
B. notwithstanding some unpleasant circumstances
seem to threaten giving a check, or unfavourable
‘turn to the good work which is going on among you.
The difficulties. of which you complain, appear to
arise from tkree sources; your heart, your head, and
your local situation. Those connected with the heart,
although they are peculiarly painful and trying, may
yet be considered as at the same time adapted to min-
ister to you, much encouragement and comfort. What
indeed can be more encouraging and consoling, than to
find your case so fully corresponding, with that of oth-
er disciples and followers of Christ, who have given the
best evidence of their sincerity, and bave been most
distinguished by their spiritual experiencés ? What
think . you of the view which the great apostle Paul
has given, particularly in the 7th chapter of his Epis-

.
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tle to the Romaus, of the state of his heart, as the seat
of a constant warfare, between the struggling principles
of corrupt nature, and ruling power of victorious grace ?
Aud if you are travelling over the same ground, and
engaged in the same conflict with him, though not with
equal strength and success, have you not good reason
to conclude, that you are in the right way, to the ever-
lasting rest, and gloriou triumph, of the genuine follow-
ers of when grace shall complete what grace has be-
gun, and finish that salvation from sin and sorrow, in
the partial experience of which, the redeemed are even
~ now authorized, and frequently enabled to rejoice and
sing, « I thank God, through Jesus Christ my Lord.”
As to your head, seeming to be sometimes, as if it
were made of block. I suppose you do not feel more
stupid, or barren.of sentiment, or slow at conceiving
and arranging ideas, than Bunyan did, when he felt, in
preaching, as if his head were tied up in a bag.. Yet
he preached and wrote too, eminently to the edifica-
tion of believers, and the salvation of -sinners. If it
would be any comfort to yeu, I might refer you to oth-
ers, and particularly to one with whom I am intimate
ly acquainted, who have been ;much longer than you
have been, groaning under the .complicated difficulties
of a disordered heart, and a blockish head ; and who
have been often and often tempted, to think that they
were out of their proper sphere, when attempting to
compose sermons, or to preach the gospel ; but have
been still, by some secret inflaence, which they could
not wholly withstand, constrained to persevere in the
work, however arduous, and however great their insuf-
ficiency for it, of which they have been conscious.
In short, those seasons, in which we feel most sensibiy‘
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and deeply, the stupidity of our heads, and the per-
verseness of our hearts, may be in the result, the most
profitable, although at first, they may seem to be the most
unpleasant and unpromising. And this will certainly
be the case, if at such seasons, we are emptied of self,
and brought to seek more earnestly, and to partake
mere largely, of that fulness, which dwells in Christ ;
who is our light and life, our. wisdom and strength, our
santtification and redemption, our Allin all.

In respect to your acceptance of the call pcesented
to you by the Independent Church, I have already, as
you observe, given my sentiments to Dr. F. 3nd
till I see substantial reason for altering my opinion, it
must remain decidedly - in favour of that measure. I
would, indeed, apprehend, that your declining the ac-
ceptance of the call; would have a tendency very un-
friendly to that infant church, if not injurious to the
great cause of the gospel in B. So far as I have
light to goide my judgment, I think the’apostolic ‘ad-

" vice given with reference to another case, may be ap-
plied to you in this instance : “ Let every man where-
in he is called, therein abide with Ged.” But my pa-
per is filled : and understanding that you expect to be

in this city, in the course of next month; I willingly

reserve what might be written, to the expected oppor-
tunity of personal conversation with you, on the several
subjects, on which you wish te have communication.
“ You bave no doubt heard of Dr. H’s arrival, a few weeks
ago. He has resumed his. public labours, and his: re-
cruited health and strength, seem to be adeqnate to
them. Mr. A. has also retyrned to D.
With my best regards to Dr. and Mrs. F. &c. Fam,

affectionately yours,
L 1SAAC 8. KEITH.
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‘TO DR. Feo

CHARLESTON, NOVEMBER 9, 1804,

MY DEAR FRIEND,

As you bave now come up to the terms of
our correspondence, by favouring me with three letters,
viz. under dates August 16, October 17, and Novem-
ber 3. I sit down, busy and lazy as I am, to scraw] a
page or two to you, that I may with some sort of con-
science, and confidence claim, in due time and succes-
sion, three more of your frienaly and good letters,
which I always read with interest, and with the lively
emotions of pleasure, mingled with a little seasoning of
pain, on account of the trials with which you are exer-
cised, chiefly in regard to your infant church. But
perhaps, I ought to feel as much ‘satisfaction in what
you write about these trials, as on subjecfs of a more
agreeable and pleasing nature. For the influence and
effects of them, upon your mind and conduct, seem to
be on the whole, salutary and beneficial ; and perhaps,
more so, than the comfors which are generally honor-
ed with the name of mercies, in contradistinction from
afflictions ; which, however, divinely sanctified, and
wisely improved, are frequently the ‘mercies, for which
our warmest praiseis due. Whatever, in short, serves
to bring us out of self and the world, to draw us nearer

_to our God and Saviour ; to engage us to place a more
unreserved, humble, stedfast trust in his wisdom; pow-
er, grace, truth, and promises, and to constrain us, to
cast all our care upon him ; and resign all our wants
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and wishes, our plans and bopes, to his disposal, in the
persuasion that he will invariably do what is right i in
itself, and order the event which is best for us, and for
his church : this must be mercy, this must be love di-
vine, although sometimes our eyes may be so holden,
that we discern not the friendly Providence, under a
frowning aspect. However, I need not occupy much
~ of this sheet, and of my present time, in thus preaching
to you ; for the tenor of your communications, admon-
ish me, that you are, by that heavenly teacher, God
the Spirit, at least as well, if not much better instruct-
ed, on such subjects than Tam myself. At the same
time, I know, that both you and myself, have great need
of further imprevement in spiritual understanding, and
wide scope for rich and comfortable attainments of
christian experience. May’ we, under the teaching and
discipline of the word and providence of God, accom-
panied by the enlightening, sanctifying influénces of the
Holy Spirit, continually grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. - In
proportion to this growth, in the spiritual life, will be our
" establishment, our peace, our usefulness; in the stations
in which we are placed, whether these be attended with
circumstances more or less comfortable or trying.

My dear Jane and myself, have shared the joys of
yourself and Mrs. F. on account of the Lord’s good-
Bess and mercy to you both, in making her the living
mother, of such'a fine and promising daughter. May
she, with your sons and their parents, be richly bless-
ed in Him, in whom every blessing is treasured up, and
through whom all our enjoyments descend from, and all
our hopes must ascend to, the God of all grace. When
the Son of righ:}e;)usness, with a small portion of the
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splendour of his beams, dispels the mists of sense, whick
astorm of adversity is apt to produce ; your faith will -

" then clearly see that the sickness in your family, with
which you have been exercised, and the disappoint-
ment of your hopes from your crop, through the depre-
dations of the caterpillar, and the deselating effects of
the tremendous gale, with which our guilty country has
been visited, are to be reckoned among your blessings,
no less than your family comforts, and worldly pros-
perity and enjoyments. And as to your partieular
church, why should you not be willing that it should
\have the same lot with the church generally in the
world : that it should be afflicted and tried, and that in
circumstances which seem to be all against it, yet pro-
tected, supported, and favoured by its glorious Head
and Saviour, it should live, gather strength, flourish,
and triumph? Only believe ; and believing, faithfully
attempt your duty : then quietly leave the event with
the Lord, and it will be such as will be most for his
glory, and for the ultimate benefit of his friends, in their
individual, and their church capacity. Should it ap-
pear to be the will of God, that Mr. P. be removed to-
another sphere of labour ; still let it be your motto 3
“The Lord will provide ;> and your encouragement
and consolation, while endeavouring to be found with
him, -and waiting upon him, that he will not leave nor
forsake you. At all events, persevere, while you have
a beam of hope to cheer your spirits, and animate your\
exertions ; and in the mean time, let your temper and
language be, < Behold, here are we, let the Liord do to
us, as seemeth good ‘unto him.”*

f" 2 Sam, xv, 26.
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Mr. P. who just called upon us here in Charleston,
last week, seems to be as yet undetermined, whether it
will be his duty, tq requain with you, or to remove to
Dorchester. Ihope that Le will be directed by unerring
wisdom, to the right conclusion. And if that conclu-
sion could be formed within a short time, it would be
desirable, as a mean of settling his own mind, and giving
those churches a greater freedom and decision, in pur-
suing the measures sulted to their circumstances and
prospects. . '

I sincerely sympathize with the family and connex-
ions of Mr. E. and also with your infant church, on ac- -
count of their afflicting loss, sustained by his death.
But let us be thankful for the consolatory hope, that he
has died in the Lord ; and that the Lord lives to pro-
tect, support, and bless his friends, and the church, on
earth. '

A visit to Beaufort, if all circumstances could be
agreeably arranged, would be highly gratifying to Jane
and myself : and we feel ourselves -much obliged to
you and Mrs. F. and other friends around you, who
have so warmly expressed the desire to see us among
them, and the disposition to facilitate our journey, and
to make us feel so much at home in Beaufort. But af-
ter thinking and talking awhile on the subject, we could
not find freedom to determine; in favour of this measure,
for the present season ; and have therefore, for some
time, given up every idea of it, till a more convenient
season shall seem to offer; ¢ A man’s heart deviseth

‘his way : but the Lord directeth his steps.”” May we

ever so acknowledge the Lord in all our ways, that we
may find him graciously directing us, in the path of du-
ty and peace, in the way of life everlasting !

f/

T

¥ : . ad
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* Having no prospect of seeing Beaufort this fall or
winter ; it is with much pleasure, that we hear of Mrs.
F.and yourself, &c. being expegted in Charleston, next
month. We shall be happy inwaiting upon you both ;
i.e. according to the New England sense of that phrase,
al our own house ; where we hope to be favoured with
as much of your company, as it will be converient and
agreeable to yourselves, to allow us.

The news of the city, &c. I suppose you receive,
by the public prints, and by other correspondents than
myself; to wh'ich‘accordingly, I refer you, and" thus
save myself and yeou, the trouble of extending this te-
dious serawl. I think it may, as to quantity; be consid-
ered as nearly an equivalent, to three folio, and seven and
an half quarto pages, received in the three letters from
you, to which it is to serve as an answer. Thus I am
in a degree relieved from an oppressive sense of obliga-

tion, for favours, which otherwize might seem to be not

~ duly acknowledged, or fully reciprocated : and now I
hope you will not think any more of altering the stipu-
lated terms of our correspondence, viz. three for one ;
nor feel it a burden to fulfil a task, which is only on your
part, the discharge of a reazonable duty, and which on
my part, highly gratifies, at once,'myvfriendsh‘ipand in-
dolence, neither of which has in any degree decreased,
since our correspondence commenced. ’

‘ISAAC B. KEITR.

-
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. * 70 REV. MR. P.

. . .
CHARLESTON, SEPT. 17, 1805.

"BEAR SIR, , o
WiaesT received yourfavour of July 8th, T was
dispesed, and almost resolved, 10-answer it by the re-
turn of the conveyance which brought it to me., I do
not now distiuqt]y recollect the circumstances, or the
considerations which préevented my good intention being
carried into execution. But I suppose that they were
such as appeared sufficieat, to one that is foo lasy, if not
100 good natured, to examine very strictly and severely,
the reasons which are allowed to restrain him from doing
the good which he would, in cases that are not suppos-
ed to be of the first importance or obligation. Aund as
the heart of one lasy mortal, answers to that of anoth-
er, as well as the reflecting image of a face in a glass
does to its original, I suspect, that while you may be -
ready enough to camplain of my negligence, and- to
make a cloak of it for covering your own, you are se-
cretly glad that I did not write so soon-as I intended ; -
because you have in the mean time, felt yourself out of
my debt, and consequently relieved from those pecu-
liarly unpleasant sensations and reflections, which must
frequently disquiet those, who have some conscience,
connected with much indolence, and would therefore,
rather forego a pleasure, than submit to the labour and
trouble of repaying it. If I am wrong in thus suspect-
ing you, you will feel yourself bound to set me right, .
by improving an early opportunity for sending me 3



294 LETTERS,

long letter, and shewing how much more forward and
punctual a correspondent you are, than I take you
to be.

Your detention, on board the packet, during the
sabbath, on your return to Beaufort, must have been
a trial to your feelings. But sometimes a suspension
from our work in the season, or in the place, in which
we would be employed, may be useful as a correction,
for former remissness in it, and as a stimulus to increas-
ed fidelity, diligence and zeal in future. And whatever
trial, serves to call into exercise, and so to manifest and
strengthen faith, patience, submission; with other dis-
positions of the christian temper, is doubfless beneficial
and desirable. I hope that you have been favoured
with the continued enjoyment of your health, through
the summer ; and that, as your congregation is larger
in the summer season, you have laboured with more
extensive success, in your enlarged sphere of action
and usefulness. If so, it may not be necessary that you
should clearly see all the desirable fruits of your la.
bours. Then perhaps, «pride might rise and swell,”
as if you were somewhat, and could do something.
Whereas, according to the observation of a pious and
worthy divine: ¢ So much humility, so much grace
have we :”’ and undoubtedly in the degree in which we
can say from the heart, Not I, but the grace of God
with me ; so much better are we prepared for honor,
success, and acceptance,

The information which you have given me of Col.
B’s christian charity, zeal, and commendable labours,
in the great cause of our hlessed Redéemer, serves to
confirm the favourable opinion, which I had formed of
him, and to increase my esteem and regards, which he
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had conciliated, as a man of superior talents, and az a
worthy disciple of the most honorable, and the best of
Masters. I trust that he will never be ashamed, of his
Lord and Saviour, or of his gospel ; but that he will,
with his increasing knowledge and experience, more
and more glory in the cross of Christ ; and sure I am,
that he wil never ‘repent of any worldly honors or
interests which he has renounced, of any/ self denial
which he has exercised, or any labours of love which
he has performed, or christian principles, with a view
to the glory of God, the best interests of his fellow men,
and the final salvation, and everlasting happiness of his
own soul. Oh that we had thousands more added to
our churches, like minded and qualifed by natural
powers, by education, by rank and iofluence in socies
ty, and by grace to support and promote, the most im- |
portant and the best of causes ; the cause for which
the Son of God laboured, suffered and died on earth,
and for which be is continually employing all the hon-
ors and powers to which he is exalted on his mediato«
rial throne in heaven. But, for our consolation, it be«
comes us to remember, that whether the wise, the
learned, the rich and the great, approve or condemn,
assist or oppose, this cause will be maintained, and will
prosper and triumph. Alas! that in any place where,
it has been at any time successful, it should ever again
decline! Bout so it has begn, among others, so it seems
to be . in some degree among you; and so it is, per-
haps, more manifestly and lamentably among us: in
consequence of human infirmity, of satanic subtlety
and malice, and of the corrupting, pernicious influence of
worldly things. May the Lord have mercy upon Zion,
revive his work, and display his glory, in every part of
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it, and hasten the time when it shall be established, and
become a praise in all the earth !
With love to all friends around you, we are smcerly

yours. Adieu, affectionately,
1SAAC 8. KEITH.

- ) it} ' (O—e

TO DR. F.

CHARLESTON, DECEMBER $, 1805,

MY DEAR FRIEND,

You deserve credit for your atteniion
to, and knowledge of, the human frame, corporeal and
mental. If I mistake not, for I am very ignorant re-
specting the arts and mysteries of the medical profes-
sion, it is the practice of the faculty, sometimes to
cure one -disease, by inducing, or stimulating another,
not reckoned so dangerous. So you, having discover-
ed that an indolent habil, is one of my moral maladies,
that has assumed a menacing aspect, have with admira-
ble art and skill, applied that wonderfully penetrating,
and sfimulating oil of flattery, to another morbid prin-
ciple in my system, my vanily : wisely judging, that
if this can be sufficiently excited, the other will be ab-
sorbed, and lost in this, and that this also may ere long,
spend itself by its own natural evaporation. Let these
learned observations be considered as designed, if they
are not so well adapted as you might wish them, to
convey an ingenious compliment to you, in return for
the very genteel and handsome compliment to myself,
which fills the first paragraph of your last letter to me,
under date the 27th ult.
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Now let ‘me go on with the_plain. careless language,
which best suits a dull and lazy creature, to whom
invention and the labour of polishing, are exercises too
burdensome and oppressive, to be long submitted -to.

With you, I wish, that by some means or other, eith-
er by our own resources, or some funds of sacred and
pious destination, both you and myself, could obtain
abundantly larger supplies of those excellent little
pamphlets, to which yoa refer, for charitable distribu-
tien. I think, that to many of those to whom they
may be handed, they are well adapted to be useful,
and in many cases, it is to be hoped, that they are pro-

- ductive of good effects, far surpassing their pecuniary
value. Iu this way, as well as io many others, I per-
suade myself, that I would do more good, than I do, or
than I well can. Some people,. I believe, suppose my
meanps to be much more ample than they are. For the
worldly possessions, with which I am intrusted, I de-
‘sire to be fervently thankful to a most kind and boun--
tiful Providence ; and to the glory of the giver, the
great Lord of all, I would willingly improve them.’
With respect' to provisions and accemmodations of a
personal and domestic natufg; I do not allow myself
to indulge in expenditures, which would involve the
- reality, or the appearance of luxury or exfravagance.
.And yet, for a number of years past, the whole of my
income, and sometimes, more, has been expended. If
any of it has been employed to the purpose of doing
good : that portion of it, | consider as the best improv-
ed and venjoyed s and sot unto me, but unto the God
of all grace, from whom cometh down every good gift,
who furnishes the means, and forms the disposition for
usefulness, be all 'th?’graise and glory.
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While I lament with you, the truly deplorable state
of religion, in and about-Boston, &c. it is pleasing to find
our common worthy friend, Dr. M. so nebly con-
tending for the faith once delivered to the saints, in his
performance called, ¢ True reasons 3’ and I have been
much gratified with the perusal of four numbers of the
periodical work, entitled the Panoplist, &c. in which, he
no doubt takes an active, and important part, with a
number of able and zealous- co-adjutors. I wish this
work could be extensively circulated among us. But
alas ! for want of an agent, qualified, and willing, and
having time, &c. for obtaining subscriptions, delivering
the pamphlets, and collecting the money, &c. I fear
that they will be seen and read here by only a very
few persons. I mean to write to Dr. M. shortly,
if Providence permit 5 and I mean to order some more
of the best small tracts, &c. on my own account, for
charitable distribution ; and when received, perkaps I
may sead you a few of them. You and I, as I think, if
we were fogether, would in many cases and respects,
harmonize in counsels and measures, for doing good :
though perhaps, as my passions may be a little cooled
by the chilling hand of time, I might not be found will-
ing to go as far as your fervor would carry you, in’
combating the mistaken zeal of some people, who pro;
fess to be, and some of whom, it is to be hoped, are »
really serving the same great and all important cause,
in which, as we hope, we ourselves are engaged. I am
glad to hear that Mrs. B. has found so much satisfaction, = -
in the « Friendly visit to the house of mourning.” Af-.
ter perusing that excellent piece, nothing that I could
write, would be worthy of her attention. But the best
writings, or discourses of men, and indeed, the letter of
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" the word of God itself, will not prove effectual to com-
~ fort those that mourn, unless accompanied by the en-
lightening, sanctifying, strengthening, and. consoling
agency of the Spirit of grace. This I doubt not our
worthy friend has in some desirable degree, experienc-
ed ; and she will, I trust, experience more and more of
that heavenly peace, in the midst of worldly sorrows,
and spiritual troubles, which God the Saviour, alone
can bestow. Believing, and trusting, and hoping in
him, with submission to his sovereign, holy, and bles-
sed will, the soul finds its proper rest ;. which it will in
vain seek and expect in creature comforts, and world-
ly joys. And when our most pleasing hopes from the
creature, are blasted, and all the brightest scenes of
worldly joy, are overcast with clouds of the deepest
darkness ; still happy, unspeakably, are they, who, with
the prophet, can say, « Yet will I rejoice in the Lord,
and joy in the God of my salvation ’* Lord, increase -
_our faith, that, in every bour of painful trial, this may
be our real, our sweet experience.
And have you, my friend, at length, got doWn from
the mount of comfort and triumph, inte the valley of
“humiliation, and doubt, and fear ? Very well ! When
~ youare there properly humbled, you will be more highly'
exalted than ever before ; or at least, more comfortably
established in the persuasion, and the experience, that
you are nblhing, and that Christ is All. A christian,
always rejoicing and mumphmg, free from all anxiety
and apprehension, about the state of his soul, or his utle’
to glory, has probably, either some extraordinary labours
to undergo, or peculiar sufferings and tnals io endure, on -

® Habeuk, iii. 17, 18.
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earth ; or is probahly, very near to that rest which re-
maineth to the people of God, in the heavenly state.
Yet, it is a most desirable thing, to have our calling and
election, to eternal life, made sure to our own sounls.
For this, let us give all diligence ; and may the Lord
add his blessing, which alone can give a successful aad
comfortable event to the means, and endeavours, which
we are required to use. If 1 have any well founded
claim, to the character of a christian, and to the hope
of Heaven, I am surely one of the meanest, and most
unworthy of the nnmber of those who are so highly
privileged; and if 1 am finally saved, it must be as
through fire. Oh what a debt of gratitude shall I owe
forever,to his grace and power, and how sweet and af~
imated will be my song of praise, to the adorable aa-
thor of my being and redemption, and of all my mer-
cies, through all the periods of a blessed and glorious
immortality ! ! )

Mrs. K. joins mein very affectionate regards to Mrs.
F. and yourself, and in sincere prayers for her.

Yours, very affectionately,
ISAAC S. KEITH.

TO DR. F.

CHARLESTOX, rsnﬁunr 15, 1806,

Y DEAR FRIEND, )
: Tae newspapers of this morning,
baving announced the arrival again’of Bythewood, re-
minding me again, after baving reminded me, I believe,
wore than once before, that I still remained in debt to
you, for your long, and very good letter, under date
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the ‘S1at December, ‘ultime ;. which, however, was a
.considerable fime on its way to me: so that, I believe,
that it is not yet much more than a’'month since 1 re-
ceived it. Apologies of the same tenor, if not of the
same date,for my ap[iarent negligence, 1 could easily of-"
fer ; but even for that I hase not now time ; and, there-
fore, let it now suffice to remind you of my former pro-
posed terms of correspondence with you; to which
ybu; if not with the free and full consent of your mind,
yet at least by your frequent practice, have testified
your approbation, or your toleratiou. )
1 feel very much gralified, and F desire to be very
thaokful, that you took in such good part, the hints
which I presumed to suggesl, on a subject, on which

- | your church and your pastor, were mutually interested.

If 1 know my own heart, 1 cordially esteem and love
" both the parties in this case; and would most earnestly
wish, that the interests and the conveniencies of both,
might be so arranged and accommodated, as to be pro-
‘moted, in the most perfect harmony, and to entire mu-
, tual satisfaction. ' What you say, by way of apology,
_for, and in favour of, the church, I forcibly feel; and
having ip like manner felt for its pastor, L now feel-with
pecuhar satisfaction, the consoling considerafions sug-
gested in your letter, whnch authorize the pleasing hope,
that\the parties concerned, who have had occasion for
bearing with each other, may soon find their respective
difficulties and ‘apprehensions removed ; and their mu-
tnal services to, and comforts in, each other, much in-
- creased “and happily prolonged. As I only snatch a
few fugitive minutes from the studies of"'Saturday, for
scrawling this, I cannot now do what is in my ‘heart, if
Lhad leisure;; bat I can ouly, at present,-commend you
respectively, to the instruction, direction, keepmv and
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blessing, of our common Lord and Saviotir, friend and
benefactor. May he bless you all, and make you both,
present and everlasting blessings to_each other !

I am often tempted to wish that I were as rich as
Cresus; as I think, that I would then relieve your
church,and all hly {riends from all their difficulties, aris-
ing from -their want of pecuniary resources. Bat I
know who He is, that has the riches of heaven and
earth at his disposal, and at the same time, loves his
" church and bis people, individually, infinitely better
than I do; and yet, for wise and good purposes, some-
times places them in straitened and embarrassing cir-
cumstances, and leaves them for a’ while, to pray and
wait in faith and hope, before he gives them the desires
of their bearts, or shews them, in all the desired evi-
dences and fruits, the favour and love which he cherish-
es:for them. - He doth all things well : -and all his dis-
pensations towards your church are, as I trust, design-
ed, and will be ultimately found, ordered and sanctifi-
ed, to work most effectually for the good of those who
belong to it, and who sincerely seek its good. = With
respect to what you say of the plan which yourself,and
some of your friends have thought of, for serving the
church by the purchase of lottery tickets, I can now
only, in a general way, observe, that if the design of a
lottery can ever be justified, or excused, it must be
when the object is evidently an important good. Yet
how far such a good may be attempted to be accom-
plished by such means, may still be questiohed. Itisa
subject, bowever, on which wise and good men have dif-
fered, And what shall I venture to say, more than let
him, that ventures in this business, take heed that he
acknowledge God in all his ways, and that his glory be
the great end at which he aims, and that he be so well
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persuaded, in his own'mind, as that he shallwot con-
demn himself, for the thing which he does. .
“We have had in. our famz]y,wsmce the beginning of
the present year, the deeply afllicted widow of a cler-
gyman, the Rev.J. W.of Connecticut ; who, in pursmt
of health, was coming on to the southward, but died on
the passage from Norfolk to thls city. Mr. W, ap-
pears to have been a very plous, zealous, achve, and
uset'ul,mlmster of the gospel ; and Mrs. W. has exhibit-
ed’tbe most satisfacfory evidences of sincere piety;and
of strong faith ; as well .as of the most affectionate at-
tachment, to her late excellent husband. She suppd'rls,
indeed, a truly worthy and amiable character : and as
she has consented to stay with us, as one of our family,
till the weather in the spring, or beginning of summer,
shall promise a safe, speedy, and comfortable passage,
by water, to her four young children, and other friends ; 5
we cannot but consider her company, during these few
months, as a most desirable acqmsmon to the socxety of .
our small fa;mly

Your cordlal fnend e
ISAAC 8. KEITH.

. i%E - | ) oot
TO DR. F.
. annus'-ron, APRIL 5, xsos

MY DEAR PBIEND,

: Cirr. L. dehvered some few days ago,
your favour of March 29th ; for which I'return you my .
sincere thanks; and by which I ought to be humbled,
quickened and improved. If I am not thus benefitted
by it, the fault will not be in your letter,but in my own

-t
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heart ; which alas! onder the best means of culture, is

often found as hard as the beaten high- way, and as un-
preductive, as the t'horny ground. ~ Ob ! that it were
more tenderly impressed, and suitably affected, by the
expressions and evidences, of an higher degree of life
and fervor in the hearts of my christian friends-; and
that it may be effectually sofiened and -fertilized,
by the dew of heavenly grace, the influences of the
spirit of grace, descending upon i, in rich supplies, ac-
_cording to its pressing wants! As you feel for your
dear children, I think I have often felt for the sonls of
my dear pastoral charge, over whom 1 am called to
watch, as one that must give an acconnt ; and for whom
it becomes me to cherish the most tender solicitude,
that I may give up my account of my ministry among
them, not with grief, but with joy. But ah! in how
smnall a degree do my warmest feelings correspond with
the unspeakable importancé of the trust, committed to
me : how soon are those feelings checked and cooled,
if not dissipated and lost, by a thousand vanities and
little objects of earth and time, which are scarcely
worthy -of a moments attention, or a serious thought :
and when they have their greatest mﬂuence, how fee-
ble are'the exertions to which they prompt how small
~ the good effects which they produce! Who? Oh
who, is sufficient for these things? What a consola-
tion, that the humbled and the penitent, may in faith,
come to a throne of grace, and to the God of -all
grace, by Jesus Christ, and hope to find mercy, sod
obtain grace in every time of need, and accm
to all their necessities ! May you and ¥
more feel, how empty and how poor
find all our need, more and more abu
plied, according to the glorious riches of

\
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God in bls beloved Son, and’ from that fulness, whu:h *
dwells in Jesus Christ our Lord !

For a week past, we have had the Rev. Mr. B. of
Tennessee, in our cny . A leading object of his visit,
is to collect money for carrying on the benevolent. de-
sign in which he has been for some time deeply engag-
ed, of educating the children of the Indians, of the
Cherokee nation, and of cnv:lizmg and evangelizing,

- those poor savages. On the same errand, he took Sa-
vannah on his way, where he met with very considerable
success. Before he leaves us, which he expects will .
be in the course of next week, I hope he will be so far
successful as to make, it worth his while to have called
upon us ; though he will probably receive much less .

_ aid from us than he would bave done at some seasons,

and in circumstances different from the present. The
times are now hard, irom the uncertainty of the state
of things in Europe, and the stagnation of the sales of
cottony &c. here; yet we have to shew awdy in all the

dissipating scenes of vanity and indulgences of luxury,
 at an undiminished expense : while the calls of private,
and public charity, are daily pressing upan us. Just
before Mr. B. came among ‘us, Dv. F. and myself, in
compliance with the earnest request and recommenda-
tion of the clergy of Philadelphia, had undertaken to
collect what we could for the purpose of assisting in the

. ‘accomphshment of that noble object of clmnly, the
translation of the scriptures into the languageg of Ip-

“dja; an gccount of which you have no doubt seenin
our newspapers; and we -had received several hun-
dred dollars. Some additional contributions we might

. haye received; but a eonsiderable part of what we
39 o
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might have eéxpected, will now, probably, be given to
Mr. B. and much good may he do with it!

. F'was speaking ‘of Mr.B. and the object of his visit.
He expects to leave town on Saturday for Dorchester,
and on his way back to Tennessee. While in our city,
he has been instant in season, and out of season, not on- )
ly in receiving the free gifts of the benevolent and gen-
erous, and the forced contributions of the selfish and the
stingy, but in preaching the gospel to the white and
the black, the frece and the bond, the old and the
young, the rich and the poor, the Independent Con-
gregatjonalists, the Scotish Presbyterians, the Orphan-
House, congregation of all religions, and noth-
ingarian principles, the Episcopal Methodists, the
Antipeedobaptists, &c. &c. &c. He appears tobea
truly pious and very zealous man, and so far from spar-
ing himself, he seems to be determined to spend and
be spent, in the work and service of the Leord, and for
the salvation of precious immortal souls. His preach-
ing is on the extempore form, and very much in the man-
ner of the Methodists. His delivery is fervent indeed,
I may say, vehement ; and though his discourses reach
_ from an hour and ten mioutes, to an hour and twenty
minutes, &c. yet afterafew introductory sentences; his
words flow witha rapidity, far surpassing what I have -
ever witnessed in any public speaker, and of which
they who bave not heard him, might form perhaps a
tolerably just idea, if they have ever hegn and heard -
the falls of Niagara. In the course of this terrent of
eloquence, many expressions occur, marked with ‘pa-
thos and energy, and conveying ideas highly- sublime,
and deeply intéx;esting and impressive ; but ,théyjass
so quickly, that the mind is left to regret, that it is not
allowed more time to perceive their beauty, and feek
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their force, 1 wnsb lbat he and our worthy, good
friend, (1 shall not now name him, but you know him,
and I believe we both esteem him as one of the most
deserving, and modest, and diffident of the young cler-
gymeu of our acquaintance,) could meet, on middle
"ground, and {here setile their wide differences, about
pauses, and resting places, in the course of a sermon.
But I suppose that if Mi. B. were to attempt, to rein in
“his imagination, his feelings, and his utterance, he would
be in danger of making a baulk, or of turning entirely
oint of his way ; and I spppose that the greater number
of those to whom. he generally preaches, and among
whom he appears to have ‘been eminently useful, would
not be gratified by any change in this respect, which
in their view, might seem to be indicative of a declen-
sion of lif¢ and fervor! On the whole, I cannot but
view him, as one of the best qualified, that-I have yet
met with, for sustaining the character, and fulfilling the
duties of a missionary, in those spheres, where the
labours of missionaries are chiefly employed. Itjs how-
ever, buta part of his time, that he employs ‘in mis-
sionary services ; for he has the charge of iwo Con-
gregations, in Tennessee, bordering on the Cherokee
pation : while he has heen instrumental in collecting,
and organizing several other churches in that country.
His bealth has already been greatly ’uhpaire'd by his
exertions, and exposures, insomuch, that at the age of
33, he looks like aman of 45: and.if his labours, &c. are
- continued, as heretofore, his constitution must, ere long,
sink under the pressure.  But he seems to think thata
man may do as much work inafew years, as he might do
in many ; and that if he accomplishes the work, which
his Master has given him to do, it is no matter how soon
he finishes . it, ‘and goes to his rest. So much for the
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master ;' I'must not now allow myself, to omit mention-
ing his servant, John : a young black man, who is al-
soa preacher ; and who has been preaching every day,
and sonetimes more than once in'the day, to numbers
of his colour here ; among whom there aré promising
appearances of his doing much good. T invited ‘him to
address the black people, who usually assemble at my/
house, at morning prayer, and in great numbers on Sab-
bath mornings. He accordingly did so, yesterday,
(Bunday) | morning ; and as notice had been -communi-
cated, before hand, a great crowd attended ; to whom
he spoke'on the subject of the wedding garment, it be-
ing Sacramenial Sabbath, in a manner, very solemn
. and impressive. His language was generally good,
and correct ; his pronunciation scarcely marked with
any peculiarity, such as might be expected, in one of
his colour and station, and his voice remarkably clear,
strong, and pleasant. His discoixrse, though not strict-
ly methodical, or connected, was well adapted to his
audience, and centained ilﬁpbrtant doetrines and senti-
ments, delivered with earnestness and propriety. It
atiracted great attention, and seemed to reach the
hearts of many. He makes an excellent prayer 3 and
sings admirably well. In short, he appears to be a
very sensible, well informed, modest, pious, zealous
christian ; and well qualified, to be ‘the minister of
much good, to many, and especially, to those of his
own colour, He at present belongs to Mr. B. who has
the highest opinion of his character, in every point of
view ; and who, with the assistance of some friends,
purchased him, for upwards of five hundred dollars,
"witha view of giving him shoertly, his freedom. Hisform-
er owner would not have parted with him, for double the
above sum ; if it had not been, with this view, to his ul-
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fimate freedom, &c. 'Our amiable and dear friend,
Mrs. W. who is still with us, when she saw the multi-
tude of black people collected, and their black brother
- rise up for the purpdse of preaching to them, the gos-
pel of Christ, our common Lord and Saviour, one of
the ‘glories of which is, that it is preached to the poor,
could pot suppress the tears of sensibility and joy ;
and was much affected and . gratified, by the whole of
the services, and by all the circumstances of the occa- -
sion, so solemn-and so interesting, and to her, 8o new,
and uncommon. He is to-address the black people
again at my house tomorrow. Does not this look like
¢« Ethiopia, stretching out her hands to God ;”’ and
welcoming the divine Messiéh, the . desire of all na-
tions ? ¢ Let ‘the whole earth be a'peedily filled with
his glory. Awmen!and Amen !” : :
A church meeling, is to take place in our new circu-
lar -building, on Meeting Street, this day week, viz,
Monday the 14th inst. When, I suppose, the day for
opening that church, for public worship, will be ap-
- pointed, of which you will receive due notice ; that if
convenient, Mrs. F. and yourself, may be present on -
"that occasion, ' :
Capt. Lawrence, intimates that- Mr. P. may be ex-
“pected here, by Bythewood, next trip. . We have
still, house and heart-room for him, and will be glad to -
see him, on many accounts ; and I have many things to
say to blm, that T cannot well write, either from .Iazl-
ness, or. want of time. ‘
- Your very sincere, and aﬂ'ectionate friend,
ISAAC 8. KEITH.
N.B. For this last sheet, you are indebted to Mr.
L’s delay, and to a severe cold, which has kept me at
‘home {o day. : - .
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TO MRS, §. W
. cuA,nx.z#rou,:Juux 21, 1806.

Tre kind, affectionate, and eigell’ent letter of
our ver'y worthy, and amiable, and dear friend, written
chiefly at sea, and from day to day, during the passage
from this port to New York, was received by us from
the Post office, on Mooday the 16thinst. And asjit
conveyed some of the PIOUS sentiments and refined feel-
ings of your heart, and brought us the pleasmg mforma-
tion of your safe arrival at New York, it was most wel-,

- come and acceptable tous. The pleasure which it gave
us, we could not think of enjoying as exclusively our
own, but have, on the pnncnple of daing to others, as we
would have them do to us, liberally shared with sever-
al of your good friends here, by allowing them the pe-
rusal of it ; and *they have evidently shared with us,
a peculiar satisfaction, in hearing that your passage was

* s0 short, as that of only one week, and that it was on
the wholg so agreeable. It is hoped that they and'we,

unite in sincere gratitude and praise, to the merciful
preserver of men, and the munificent Benefactor of his
people, for the favour of his kind Providence, in con-
ducting you safely and comfortably, to the land in the
city of New York : where, considering how short is the
distance between that place and Farmington, and how
apparently safe and pleasant would be the means of
conveyanee, compared with the length of the way, the
tossings and the risques through which you had already
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passed you must have felt yourself almost mthm sxght
of home.

¢ While she surveys the much lov'd apot,
8he slights thie space which lies between.

. Her past fatigues are now forgot,
Because her journey’s end is seen,

Thus, when the christian pilgrim views,
‘By faith his mansion in the skies, "
The sight his fainting breath renews,

And wmg: lm speed to reach the prize.”

Nzw'rou, 8d Book SSth Hymn

Since you left that <« much lov’d spot ” what
changes - have you seen, through what scenes have you
passed, what trials have you felt, what mercies have
you experienced? Surely you will ever, with an adoring
mind, remember the way in which the Lord thy God '
hath led thee in the wilderness, _through *which thou
hast travelled, during these memorable. menths of thy
hfe, in which be has been humbling thee, and proving
thee, that he might discover what wag in thme heart,
which required’ correction or improvement ; see Deut.
viii. and that he might give you such views of his holi-
ness, wisdom, and grace, as were emiuently adapted (o ’
try and to increase your faith and hope, your submission

“and patience, your love and gratitude, your peace and.
joy. Was not this, then, ¢ the 'rig’ht ‘way in which
~ you should be led,” the best way which could be chos-
~en and pursued, for the benevolent purpose of dbing
you good at your latter end 7’  Oh happy, thrice happy
they, whose God is the Lord, even their God in cove-
nant, their sun and shield, their guide and guard their
saviour and portion ; giving.an all sufficiency of present
grace, and crowning that grace with fature, immortal,

inconaeivable glory ! And how high their privilege
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and satisfaction, when they feel themselves authorized
and enabled to rejoice, that the Lord their God and
Saviour reigns; and that ¢ their times are in his
hands ;”’ persua'ded. that ¢ he doth all things well,”
fhat s¢all his paths-towards them, are mercy and truth,”
and that ¢ all things shall work together for their
good.”” Thus have you been privileged and blessed !
And how sweet have been the humiliations, and the
transports of your soul, in the view, the hope, the as-
surance of your being thus highly favoured. of the
Lord! If my soul be yet a stranger to these views
and hopes, to these exercises and consolations, yet
would I rather, ten thousand times rather, be experi-
mentally acquainted with them, than be the possessur of
all the kingdoms of the world, with all the glory of them.
For sure I am, that none but they, whom the Lord thus
condescends to honor and to bless, and whom his grace
prepares and disposes to rejoice in him, as the God of
their salvation, and as the Father of mereies to them,
can be happy in this world, or in the world 10 come.
But I must remember that I am not now writing a ser-
mon, but a lefter. 'To return then, to the ¢ much lov’d
spot "’ to your long desired home, after so tedious an
exile from it, and such vicissitudes of trouble and of com-
fort, as yon have experieaced, during the trying months
. of your absence, you were at length, as we fondly hope,
graciously restored, within a few days from the last
date of your inferesting communications, sent an fo us,
immediately after your arrival in New York. The va-
- rious emotions with which your own heart, and the hearts
of your friends, must bave been agitated, an the occa-
sion of your meeting again ; the sweet satisfactions of
the interview, and the painful sorrows, all revived and
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brought back in full force to the wounded, bleeding
heart, by the recollection, and the feeling of the mighty
void, which the awful band of death had made in the
sociefy, and the comforts of the family, and the circle
of friends, lately so full and so pleasing in enjoyment,’
and in prospect ; the high respect, affection, and con-
solation, cherished for the memory of the departed
husband, father, pastor-and friend ; the gratitude rising
to the God of the widow, and the Father of the father-
less, for all the kindness which his providence has
shewn to the bereaved ; the anxious cares and appre-
hensions entertained for their future comfort and wel-
fare ; and the soothing -humble confidence, inspired by
the promises of. the covenant, that the Lord will pro-
vide for, and never leave nor forsake those who trust in
him : these, and such like emotions, experienced on an
occasion so affecting and interesting, we can in some
degree imagine ;. but you, we know, must have realiz-
ed them in a degree, which even your own ready, and
fertile pen, cannot half describe. May every pleasing
-and painful sensation, every pious and worthy feeling, ex-
cited and renewed, by your return to the scenes, ance
so delightful, now so greatly changed ; and all the
circumstances which have attended your meeting with
. your dear family and friends, be divinely sanctified {o
you and to them ; so that your Heavenly Father may -
‘be glorified in, and by you all, through Jesus, your Re-
deenier, and your strength ; and so that your own best,
your spiritual, and immortal mlerests, may be emi-
‘nently promoted !
‘We expect that as scomafter your return home, as you
can find sufficient leisure, you will give us some account

of these matters ; and tell us more about those worthy
' 40
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and dear friends, concerning whom you have told us so
much already ; and that you will mention particularly,
every one of your dear little children, and say some-
thing about them, that will be gratifying to our feelings,
and encouraging to our hopes. May our blessed, and
dear Lord and Saviour, who gathers the lambs in his
arms, and carries them in his bosom, take them into the
arms of his mercy, press them to the bosom of his love,
and bless them with his grace and salvation, and thus
prepare them for his kingdom of glory ; to which he
has already removed their excellent father, and where
their amiable mother, will in the time appointed, be
admitted to join with him, and all the redeefued and the
sanctified, to behold the glory of the Lord, their Sa-
viour, to triumpb in the praises of the triune God, and
to partake of that fulness of joy, which is m hls presence
for ever !
It was indeed, painful to my feelings, to leave you
on board the brig, before the other passéngers had come.
, But you know the imperious circumstances which re-
quired my returning home. And I am now pleased
with the very circumstances which then gave me pain :
as the solitary hour which you spent in that unpleas-
ant situation, furnished you with the opportunity of
begioning your journal letter, and of expressing the
feelings of your heart in reflecting on the parting scene,
which we find were m unison with our own, gloomy and
depressed, in the prospept of the voyage before you,
“which in many points of view, would naturally be an-
ticipated by you with anxiety and apprehension ; and
also, from the experience of our own great and deeply
regretted loss, when we were thus deprived of the pres-
ence of a most valuable, and highly esteemed friend,

’
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whose countenance, conversanon, and socnety, were
daily bringing her nearer and. nearer {o our hearts, from
the first evening, to the last morning of her residence
in our family, ¢ which seemed unto us but a few days,
for the love we had for ber.””* It was some consola-
. tion to find so many sharing in our love and regret, and
best wishes for you. All your intimate acquaintance,
leem‘to( have become in a greater or less degree, your
real friends : they felicitated us, on the pleasure and
the improvement, which your company was adapted to
afford ; they have sympathized with us, on account of
the necessary separation, when it took place ; and they
have rejoiced with us, for your own sake, and that of
your family, &c. when they were informed of - your
having proceeded so far, and so comfortably, on your
way homeward. Let not these observations, make
your pride or vanity, * rise and swell :”’ but remem-
- bering who has made you to differ from, and to excel
others, either in the qualifications of nature, education,
or grace, be humble and thankful, and act as it becomes
one who knows, that of them, to whom much has been
gi&en, the more will be required, by the great Lord of
all, who distributes at his sovereign pleasure, to ove
servant, one talent, to another two, to another five, &c.
and ‘who will jbdge and recompense them, according
to their neglect or improvement, of the trust reposed in
~ them.
" Your sea sickness, was, we hope, ulfimately favoura-
ble to your bodily health, as all unpleasant circum-
stances, and painful events are, or are adapted to
_ be, medicinal and salutary to the soul.  While that.

* Gen, xxix, 20,
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sickness, and your distance from the ordinances of the
sanctuary, prevented your enjoying much pleasure on
the sabbath; it is to be hoped, that your kind christian re-
meimbrance of the church in w,!;ich you had been lately
a worshipper, and the pious ejaculations of your heard,
which ascended to God on our behalf, and on the par-
ticular occasion of our dedicating our new house of wor-
ship to his service, were graciously accepted, and hap-
pily instrumental, through the intercession of our di-
vine Mediator, in drawing down the blessings of heaven
uponus. After being providentially detained with us,
till the day preceding that sabbath, many other friends,
with ourselves, very much regretted, that ydu were
not allowed to enjoy that "sabbath with us, on the first
occasion of our assembling in that edifice. But so the
Lord ordered it ; and as he doth all things well, you
and we should ever feel it, as our duty, and our interest,
and our happiness, to say from the heart, the will of
the Lord be done! On the solemn and interesting oc-
casion of our opening for public worship, that new,:
spacious, and handsome house, which we have builded
" for the Liord, we encourage the hope,'tha,t his presence
was with us, that his blessing was upon us, that his .
peace was to that house, and that in the view of a num-
ber at least, of the genuine worshippers there, it appear-
ed to be filled with his glory. The building is estimat-
ed, to accommodate with seats, including those in the -
gallery, about 1400 or 1500 people ; and it is suppos-
ed, that on the day on which the church was opened,
there were nearly 2000 persons present ; and very many,
who came to the house, went away for want of roem.
. From the circular form of the church, when filled with
worshippers, the audience appears, especially from the

B
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pulpit, to very great advantage ; althongh the inconven-
ience of an echo, is felt in some parts of the building.
On the occasion of opening this church, the subject of
Dr. H’s discourse, was ¢ Mine house shall be called
an house of prayer for all nations,”* The subject of
my discourse, was, ¢ I will fill this house with glory.”’$
Asg the church has requested copies of these discours-
es for the press, you may in due time, have an oppor-
tunity of seeing, and reading them in print. They are
to be harmoniously associated in the same pamphlet,
prefaced with an historical sketch of the church, and
some account of its former ministers. You, I doubt
not, will cordially eoncur, with the friends of Zion
here, in the pious prayer, that this house may long
stand as a monument, to the praise of God our Saviour,
through whose good hand upon us, the work has been
carried forward to the state, in which it -is now fit for
our use, at an expehse of $50,000 ; and it cannot be
completed for less than $10,000 more : and that in this
house, the power and glory of Divine grace, may be
richly displayed, in the conversion of sinners, and the
edification of believers, through a long succession of
generations. We should be gratified in hearing that
the prospect for your bereaved church in Farmington,
is brightening, and encouraging. When I began this
sheet, I thought of resigning a large portion of it to my
dear Jane, who could essily have filled it up, more
agreeably perhaps, than it has been done by my te-
dious scrawling. But she has been rather indisposed,
and suffered a good deal from a severe headache, for a
few days past, and says she does not yet feel in a letter

* Tsaish Ivi. 7. o T Haggai it. 7.
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writing frame. She therefore begs that she may be
‘allowed to rererve her intended communications, till
we receive your promised letter from Farmington,
which we now expect within a very few days. Asl
observed to yon, while you were with us, so I have
found it since you left us, that it seems as if a thousand
things more should have been said to you, and by you,
which were omitted while the opportunity was enjoy-
ed. And so it is, in respect to this letter : lengthy as
it is, | seem to have communicated almost nothing of
what I wished to write.. But after all that can be writ-
ten and said, it is only in efernity, that the redeemed
will have time for telling all their minds fo each other,
and shewing forth all the praises of the adorable Author
of their being, and God of their salvation, and of all
their mercies. In the mean time, let us, |

"« Cheerful advance with growing strength,

Till all shall meet in heaven at length ;

Till all before his fuce appear,
And join in noblest worship there.””

Pray for us, our dear friend. We endeavour to pray
for you and yours, and you may rest assured, that
you continue, and I believe ever will, to hold as bigh
a place, in the esteem and affection of our hearts, as
,Yyou could wish. That He who justly claims the sug-’
p;-eme and eternal love of all our hearts, may bless
you, our very dear friend, abundantly and for ever, is
the sincere language of the united hearts of your truly
affectionate, '

€e 8¢ AND J, KEITH,
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TQ——..
< CHARLESTON, JUuLY 11, 1306.
MY . DEAR FRIEND,

!

Foxr sometime past, I have been think-
- ing how long it was, since I had received a letter from
you. Reflecting on this subject yesterday, I began
to apprehend, that I had written, or done something,
that had made my friendship appear to you, in a ques-
tionable shape, or at least, deserv ing of some correction,
which you bad resolved to inflict, by maintaining this
Yong silence; which I assure you was sensibly felt by me,
and at length 1 became, if not really humbled, at least
so much mortified, and so uneasy under it, that I had
almost determined to write to you, without having pre-
viously received a line from you, and to ask, ¢ What
is the matter with you ? or, Wherein have I oﬂ'ended »
‘When, lo! today I am again favoured wntha good
long letter from you, dated July 5, which has cleared
up my doubts, banished my apprehensions, and_ fully
satisfied me that your heart, though it seems to have
been a little moody with some of the human race, and
to have bad a little bickering with the world lately, has
still continued to cherish sentiments of friendship, and
dispositions of peéce and good will, with my dear little
Jane and myself. In this view, as well as in some oth-
er respects, your friendly communications, have given
us both a great deal of pleasure: I am afraid to say,
perhaps, more pleasure, than it would have given, if
these crooked circumstances had not iutervened ; for
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then you might be tempted to try the same means
again, which perhaps, might not succeed as well again.
For my part, what with ordinary affairs, and some im-
portant extra business, in which I have been lately en-
gaged, and what with an old inveterate habit of indo-
lence, and the present relaxing heat of the weather,
I have fancied and persuaded myself, that I have
scarcely found time or leisure, for writiog to you again,
since I last wrote to you, which was, I know not when.
And now, when I have taken up my pen, immediately
after perusing your letter, in the hope of feeling my
sluggish mind usefully influenced and animated, by a
sense of your kindness, still fresh upon it. I find that
it is no easy task, te muster up a few ideas, to go along
with the few lines, which I am scrawling. As you
have studied anatomy, and the influence of the ele-
ments, &c. upon the human system, I need not here,
by way of apology for myself, stay to shew, how easi-
ly the almost vertical and burning beams of the sun,
at this season, may penetrate through a small mass of
brains like mine; and how soon they may scorch to
cinders, the small seeds, or young shoots of thought,
vegetating there, or evaporate them all into smoke and
clouds. o, the less I bave to say for myself, the more
matter I may furnish for the employment of your ingen-
uity, and scientific researches, and calculations, and con-
clusions. And perhaps, ona similar principle, if I bad
only philosophical and medical, and especially chemical
knowledge enough, I might account for the complexion
of your letter, which is rather gloomy and querulous.
In your more capacious cerebrum, fortified, with a bets
ter pericranium, the embryos of ideas, are not so easily
er 80 soon calcined, or dissipated ; but they may have
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so far felt the calorific influence of the sun, as to have
been excited into a considerable fermentation, marked
with strong acidities, and with loud and vehement explo-
sions of perturbed sensibility : but, when the exciting
cause is removed, this irritability, or irritation rather,
of the nerves of the mind, will of course subside, and
there will be a great, or a sweet calm. The sooner this
important change takes place, the better. And as doc-
tors generally, or at least, frequently, are the poorest
physicians for themselves ; leaving you to prescribe to
me, as you may find occasion : I shall now take leave
to suggest a little advice, which may be useful to you.
On the first day, after receiving this, on which youshall
feel your spirits agitated and raised to a feverish heat,
improve the first leisure hour, which you can command,
and which you have a right to demand from those en-
gagements with the world, which your situation re-
quires, and which your religion sanctions, for the pur-
pose of retreating to that charming shade, created by
the Redeemer’s banner of love, which he spreads over
his friends, who are disposed to withdraw from the
world, in order to enjoy communion with him, and un-
der which they sit with great delight : there take up
the glass of faith, which you will find lying.ready for
your use, upon the open volume of his word of truth
and grace ; and placing this before your eye, out of
which youn have carefully cast every beam and mote,
which would obstruct its vision, look steadily, through
this, towards every point of the compass around you ;
and when you have taken a deliberate survey of the
world, and of your fellow mortals, * moving like shad-
ows o’er the plain,” then raise your glass towards the

throne of your Lord ; and though at first you may see
41
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only clouds and darkness round about him; yet will
you soon begin to perceive light shining out of dark-
ness ; and in his light, you will see light sufficient, to
shew you, that he doth all things well, and that there
is not a circumstance of your situation, or an event
which befals you, by whatever secondary cause or
agency produced, but what is ordered by infinite wis-
dom, and sanctified by Divine grace, to work for your
good. Before you are aware, you will find, that this
sweet retirement, and this interesting prospect, have
cooled the fever of your mind, composed all its ruffled
feelings and passions, and restored it to the enjoyment
of a most desirable peace, such as the smiles of the
world cannot give, nor its frowns take away ; a peace
which your Lord alone can bestow, and which his chos-
en and beloved friends, usuvally enjoy in the highest
perfection, when they are most harassed and oppressed
by the tribulations, which they expenence in, and
from the world. Probatum est.

Yes, my friend, I believe that you, and 1 hope that I,
have often felt its sovereign salutary efficacy. But I
think it probable, that you, asI know that I often stand in
need of being reminded of this blessed remedy, this gen:

“uine catholicon ; and of being urged by much and impor-
tunate persuasion, {o try it again, especially when we are
under an high worldly delirium, and are most incapable of
judging what is best for'us. This, I think, has brought
we out of many an obstinate fit of pouting, or of the
hypo, when I was not inclined to speak to any body,
unless it was in pettish language, and when I wanted
nobody to speak to me, unless it was in languége that
would flatter my pride, or encourage me in my ill hu-
mour with the world, with which I was quarrelling, be~
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cause I thought it did not treat me as well as I deserv-
ed. But, when I have not taken due pains to have my
eye cleared of prejudice, and self-love, which always
form a foggy atmosphere, or to have the glass sufficient-
ly brightened by the application of a leaf of Divine
truth, I have been obliged to look the longer, and
again and agaip, before I could well see, that while I
was not what I ought to be, all things around me were
as they should be, arranged and ordered in the best
manner, to impress upon my heart the lessons of heav-
enly wisdom, to humble me under a consciousness of
my own failings, follies, and offences ; and to recom-
~mend and endear to me more effectually, the blood and
righteousness, the love and grace, and friendship of the
blessed Redeemer, as the sinner’s best riend ; and thus
to do me good in the latter end. Such also, I suppose,
has sometimes been your experience. From the ob/-
servations, indeed, which fill a page or more of your
folio letter, I suspect that many of the scenes in this
path of life, which you have trodden, have been very
similar to those through which I have passed, in my pil-
grimage through the wilderness of this evil world. How
often bas it smiled and flattered, and made the fairest
promises, when it has been preparing to give the vexa-
ation and bitterness of the inost mortifying disappoint-
ments ; but when aware of its deceitfulness, and refus-
ing to trust to its friendship, we have taken the word
and Spirit, and providence of God, for our guide and
stay, we have then found the hostility of the world,.
made to minister to our welfare, and some of the keen-
est pains which it had inflicted, turned into our sweet-
est comforts. Let us then be cheered and encouraged,
for the time to come. While we meet with so much

-
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vanity and emptiness, in so many of the things of the
world, and of our fellow mortals who dwell in it ; let us
be thankful for the few good things, and worthy, and
valuable, and dear friends, which we enjoy in it ; and
through all its varied scenes, let us walk by faith, and
not by sight, leaning on our beloved Lord, whose ful-
ness is always ready to supply all our wants, rejoicing
in 'worldly comforts, as though we rejoiced not, and
Iweeping under worldly sorrows, as though we wept not ;
looking not at the things which are seen and temporal,
but at the things which are not seen, and eternal ; firm-
ly believing, and humbly exulting, in the persuasion,
and the prospect, that * our light affliction, which is
but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding,
and eternal weight of glory.”

I do not wonder at your feelings, after reading Or-
ton’s Life of Doddridge. The perusal of that volume,
made me feel so humble, and gave me such a degrading
view of myself, that I often almost blushed at the
thought of claiming the christian character, which shone
with so much of its native beauty and lustre in Dod-
dridge, or of raising even a trembling hope to that
heavenly habitation, where his happy spirit now dwells,
triumphing in grace, perfected in glory. But some
time afterwards, consulting with an old near neighbour
of mine, Mr. Self, who, though I know him to be far
from being as good as he should be, and have been, in
many instances, shamefully duped and grossly injured
by him, yet some how or other, possesses a most extra-
_ordinary influence over me; he slyly insinuated, that in
this admirable picture, which Orton has drawn of his
friend, we have only, or chiefly, an exhibition of his ex-
cellencies, which appear prominent and brilliant indeed; -

’
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while his defects are kept wholly out of view, and are
thrown so far into the back ground, as to be scarcely -
visible ; and he suggested further, that with such mental

from a far country;”’ and so grateful and refreshing te
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our spirits, was the excellent letter of our highly es-
teemed, and very dear friend, of the 23d and 24th of
July ultimo, which we received on the 11th inst. For
some time past, we sent to the Post-office, as often as the
northern mail arrived ; but still found nothing there for
us, from Farmington, but disappointment. For this, .
indeed, we may chiefly thank ourselves; since, if we
had consulted our judgment more, and our feelings less,
we could not have allowed ourselves, to indulge any
very sanguine expectations of a letter from you, much
sooner than we were favoured with the one above men-
tioned: and I am truly sorry, that an intimation, drop-
ped by my unguarded pen, on that subject, should have
given a moment’s pain to your feeling heart, on account
of your not being able to gratify our expectations, so
soon as we and you also wished. The peculiar circum-
stances of your situation, after so long an absence from
home, and so great dnd afflicting a change in your fami-
ly, and your having, since your return, such a multiplic-
ity of affairs, and the almost incessant calls of so large
a circle of kind and sympathizing friends, to occupy
_your attention, would have formed a sufficient apology,
for evenalonger delay of your much desired, and much
valued, communications. And even when our affection-
ate wishes, became almost impatient to hear from you,
" still would not our hearts cherish, for a moment, the
thought of attaching any blame to you; for we were
sure, that your heart was not in fault. No, indeed ;
never have we, in a single instance, been inclined to
call in question, the sincerity, the affection, the good
will, of your friendship for us ; while we have felt and
regretted our inability to make due returns for it, in all
those refined satisfactions, and important benefits, which
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christian love delights in conferring, and would often
communicate in a measure far, very far beyond its
power. In the present case, if any of us have been
blameable, it must be ourselves, rather than you; as
your second letter from New-York, which came, I be-
lieve, by Capt. R. and which we did not receive till
some time after our letters were written to you, has not
till now been mentioned. And the reason of this was,
that we were then looking for another from you, and
meant to take notice of both together ; and thus, at the
same time, to avoid unnecessary postage, and to spare
some labour in writing; and you know, how agreeable .
to us, are all labour saving plans, and measures, in this
warm, and relaxing climate. And much of this summer,
has been unusually warm, though still very healthy in
the city, and very favourable to the crops in the
country.

Your labour in writing, in a climate much more fa-
vourable, both to bodily and meantal exertion, you may
consider as most agreeably compensated to you, by the
pleasure, and the instruction communicated to our-
selves, and some other friends, who have been favoured
with the perusal of your last, as well as of your former
" letters, After such a remark, shall I new be allowed
to intimate, that there is any thing in your last letter, I
mean as to sentiment or expression, that is not pleas-
ing ? Perhaps, rather, I should say that ought not to
be pleasing ? For, should I be pleased with flattery ?
It was not, I am sure, your intention to flatler. But,
ab! my friend, yielding only to the impulse of your
own grateful, benevolent heart, and net sufficiently
aware of the vanity and selfishness of mine, you have
incautionsly indulged in a langusge, about as well adapt:
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ed fo preserve and promote that humbleress of mind,
which is one of the first dispositions of the christian
temper, and brightest ornament of the christian charac-
ter, as a lighted match would be to secure gunpowder
from an explosion. Yet, on the whole, what seemed
in Nheelf, not surely so designed by you, adapted to do
me some harm, may, on the contrary, be prodective of
much good; if it shall lead me to reflect, how fallible a
criterion of osr character and state, is the opinion of
our fellow mortals, while prejudiced enemies, censure
and condemn, without knowledge or mercy, and partial
friends approve and commend, beyond all truth and
.reason; if it shall admonish me, to consider how much
better we should be, if we were even as good as we some-
times appear to be, in the view of the kind friends,
whose charity for us is such, that they can scarcely
think any evil of us; and if it shall serve to remind me,
how inestimable is the privilege of all real believers, who
would do good, while evil is present with them ; and who,
oo account of that evil, cannot do half the good which
they would, in baving a divioe Redeemer, mediator,
high-priest, and advocate, who is the Lord, their right-
eousness and strength ; who can be touched with the
feéling of all their infirmities, who ever liveth to make
intercession for them, and who, through his own aton-
ing blood, justifying righteousness, and infinite merits,
presents their persons and services, notwithstanding all
their failings and imperfections, with acceptance to the
most holy, and the most gracious God. Are we united
by a vital faith to this adorable Saviour ; and are we
complete in him, in whom all fulness dwells? Oh! how
precious should he be to our souls! how deeply should
we be humbled, on account of living so little by faith
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in him,-and in the promises of his gospel: and how
much more should our souls be animated, with the fer-
vent desire, and holy ambition, of having that mind in
us, which was also in himn, and of being conformed to
that perfect and amiable example, which he has left us,
that -we should follow his steps! Lord increase my
faith, that the proper fruits of it, in love to G6d and
man, of pure, disinterested, active, beneficent love, may
more abound !

And now, what were the kindnesses shewn, or the.
services done, to our worthy and dear friend, for which
she feels and expresses so much gratitude ? If we were
instruments of any comfort, or benefit to you, this was
_ altogether in consequence of the Lord’s designs of mer-
cy and love to you ; who, having all hearts in his hands,
inclinés every one to do for his people, just what he
hath purposed and determined in their favour. If, on
the principles of humanity, directed and sanctified, as
we would hope, by the benign spirit of the gospel, we
received you, in the first instance, as an afflicted
stranger, to whom, in all cases, compassion should be
shewn; in the course of the first evening, -and much
more in the course of the succeeding Lord’s day, and
still more so the longer you remained with us, we were
constrained to receive you, as one wl\mm our Lord had
honored, with the distingnishing tokens of his love and
favour, and had sent to us with some special recommen-
dations, reminding us, that whatever kindness, in the
spirit of christian love, we might shew to you, he would
graciously consider and accept as done to himself. In
such a case, christian sensibilily could not, for a mo-
ment, be at a loss, or hesitate, in determining what was

to be done. And though christians, conscious of acting
42
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on christian principles, may have respect,to that future
rect;mpenee of reward, which their Liord has promised,
for their support and encouragement in the way of wel
doing, without being liable to the charge of selfishness,
may, with a double regard, to the horor of their Liord ;
yet, in this instance, all the little which we did for you,
in compliance with the intimations of his will, was, as
far as we could desire for the present time, most agree-
ably repaid to us, by the satisfaction which we felt, in
loving, and by love, serving one of the dear children of
his family, and fellow-members with us, of the house-
hold of faith, if to that sacred society, we indeed be-
long ; and by the pleasure and improvement, which we
found in the society and conversation of one, whom di-
vine grace had eminently qualified, and particularly in
the school of affliction, to be an useful instruetor and
example to us. How much reason, however, have we
to be ashamed of ourselves, when we think, that the
season of your stay with us, passed away so rapidly,
and left us so far in arrears, with respect to the payment
of the debt of love, which we owed you ; and so little
benefitted, in respect to the improvement which we
might have received from you, and from the providen-
tial dispensations, which placed you with us, during
those short months, as one of our family ! But what is
the season, which we have ever enjoyed, or what the
providence of which we have been the subjects or the
witnesses, when it is passed, and when we reflect on
our conduct respecting it, which will not appear, to fur-
pish us with abundant reason for smiting on our breasts,
and crying, “God.be merciful to us, sinners !”’

After the account, which you gave, in your first let-
- ter from home, of the state of your feelings, under the
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pressure of the kindnesses of friends, and the heavy
load of family cares, which you have now to bear, with-
oat having it now in your'power, to resort to the ad-
vice, the sympathy, the assistance of that dear com-
panion and friend, on whosé judgment, affection, and
supporting arm, you have been accustomed to lean with
so much satisfaction and confidence ; we might almost
have'expected to hear in your next, that you had be-
come “ quite sick,” as we find, indeed, that you have
been. We are, however, pleased to find, that your
hupble and firm confidence in God your Saviour, your
everliving, almighty, all-sufficient, and unchanging
friend, had been so happily maintained, under all your
“trials ; and that you were so soon restored again, to a
" comfortable measure of health. The affecting solem-
nities of the scene which immediately followed, when
the funeral sermop was preached, ‘must have proved a
severe.irial to your faith; which, we doubt not, was
found unto -praise and glory. The honor done to the
memory of your late worthy husband, connected with
the respect shewn to yourself, in all the circumstances
attending that solemn and tender occasion, while they
could - not fail, in some respects, to open afresh, the
bleeding sorrows of your heart, must, at the same time,
-have served to minister also the baim of consolation,
adapted to sooth the wound, until it shall be more ef-
fectually healed, by the hand of that heavenly physi- .
- cian, whaose office it is, and in whose power alone it is,
¢ to bind up the broken-hearted, and to comfort those
who mourn.” As soon as the sermon is printed, I hope
you will remember to send us a copy of it by post, that
we may, by the perusal of it, share in some degree, in
the satisfaction and the improvement, with which it was

.
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generally heard, by the very nbmerous and respectable '
assembly- to which it was preached. The attendance
of more than thirly ministers, on the occasion alluded
to, wasa most pleasing circumstance ; and it shews, ina
striking and impressive light, not only how highly the
memory, of an able, faithful, and useful minister of
Christ is honored, by those who were best acquainted
with his worth, and the importance of his services ; but
how greatly your country is favoured, in baving so
many men of God, employed in the work of the gospel
mibistry, and so generally dispersed among the people,
as the salt of the earth ; while the spheres of their be-
nevolent and useful labours, are so near together, that
like a constellation, they shed a lustre upon each other,
and contribute to make the whole number, and every
individual composing it, shine more brightly, as the
lights of the worlde ¢ Oh! how good and how pleas-
ant it is, for bréthren, whether few or many, to dwell
together in unity.”” And oh! that the gloomy regions
along the seaboard of our Southern States, might be
speedily gladdened with such a sight, as your State
often exhibits, in those numerous and harmonious asso-
ciations, of :the,ministers ‘of Christ. It would be a cir-
cumstance, adapted to. give greater joy, than the joy
of harvest, than all the worldly riches and luxuries of :
the south, can afford. ‘

From your account of Mr. P’s talents and qualifica-
tions for the work of the ministry, I cannot but wish
to hear of his being, in due time, settled in the pastoral
charge of so respectable, and important a branch of the
church, as that at Farmington. But the great Head of
the church alone knows what is best for him, and for
that part of his.church : and He, it may be hoped, will

BN
.
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give that result to present f)lans, wishes, and expecta-
tions, in which they will respectively have the greatest
reason to rejoice, as being ordered in the best manner
for all concerned. ’

Very pleasing indeed, is the account which you give
of the lively and -active piety, ‘and beuevolence, of
your venerable friend, the Rev. Mr. P. at his advanc-
ed period of life. 1f I should ever have the pleasure
of becoming acquainted with him on earth ; his conver-
sation and example, would, 1 hope, have some desira-
ble influence and etfect, in qulckemng and animating
me, in my present work, and in waiting for the coming of
our Lord. Should he not permit us to meet on earth ;
may he prepare us to meet, to dwell, and o rejoice to-
gether for ever, in his presence in heaven. Did I omit
mentioning this gentleman, in my former letter ? If so,
I am ashamed of the omission, after all, that you bad
told us of him, while you were with us. But you know'
something of the infirmities of my memory, as well as
of my head and my heart. Do now, endeavour, with
your accustomed ingenuity, simplicity, and godly sin-
cerity, to make up for me, to this worthy old disciple
and servant of our common Lord, my former deficiency
of friendly remembrance, &c. ‘

From the hon. Mr. T. and Capt. R. I would most
gladly receive letters; if they would take the trouble
of writing to me ; and I am sure that I would highly
value their communications. But I am ashamed to
think how, or when they would be repaid, by any re-
turn, which I could make for their favours done me,
in this way. In this case, however, as'well as in many
ethers, they may be referred for sahsfactlon and com-
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pensation, to that dlvme maxlm, ¢ It is more bleued'
to give, than to receive.’ :

_You have not said a word too much about your chil-
dren. Loviog the mother as we do, we cannot feel in-
different towards her children, who, we know, must be
very-nearand dear to her heart. You have reason to
be thankful that you could 8ay so much in their favour.
Al their other promising qualities, and- improvements,
itis hoped, will in duve time, be crowned by the grace
of God. This, you know, is not yours to give. With
a view to this, however, you may, and surely you will,
contioue to teach them, te pray for them, and to set be-
fore them, an instructive, emgaging example. And
while thus studying to bring up for the Lord, these
dear children which he has given you, and which you
have in baptism, already in the most solemn manner de-
voted to him; you may, according-to his word, with
humble confidence hope, that he will establish his
covenant with them, as the seed of his people, and be
their God, as he has been the God of their parents, and
in like manner bless them, make them a blessing in this
world, and prepare them for being for ever blessed with
all the redeemed and the sanctified, in his presence, in
the world of glory. :

The last interview, for a few short days, of our
friend, -the Rev. Mr. J. with his family and friends,
must have afforded a kind of melancholy satisfaction,
to him and to them. With the event, it is hoped, he
is perfectly satisfied ; and his afflicted widow, I trust,
will find, to her unspeakable consolation, that the Lord,
" is the God and husband of the widow, and the Father
of the fatherleas. You, no doubt, must well know how
te feel for her, and to pray for her.
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- If you know what pleasure you would feel in seeing
vs at Farmington, you may judge how highly we would
be gratified in seeing you there ; for en that occasion,
_your feelings would, I am sure, be fully reciprag:atqd
by ours ; excepting so faras your heart may be larger
and more benevolent than ours. The prospéct of see-
ing you in the course of next summer, our hearts would
most fondly cherish : but whether we shall in‘this case
realize our wishes, I am afraid to say, our expectations,
depends entirely on His will, in whose hands are all
_ our. times ; and his will be done | « Tnvited,” as I
know we are « by sincerity and love,” could you real-
ly believe, that we would find. it * hard work,” for us
to put _up'wilb your ¢ plain way of life,”” as you callit!
As I am a Northern man, by birth-and education ; and
as my mife isin like manner an old English woman, we
are of eourse both familiarized to manners, and modes
of living generally, similar to (hose which prevail in
New England. And after all that T have seen and
experienced, during . a residence of nearly eighteen
years in Charleston, I am still inclined to think, that the
best servants we can ever have, are our ¢ right .
hands, and our left ;° at least where health, habit, and
climate, will allow us to employ these to the best advan-
tage. From what you must have observed of the ad-
vantages and disadvantages connected with the num-
bers of that sort-of servants, usually belonging to fami:
lies in this country, you could, I suppose, inform your
good brother, from whose letter to you, you have fa-
voured us with a valuable extract, that if he were liviné
in Carolina, he would ind more Canaaniles in the land,
than he has hitherto been aware of, in Connecticut, or
Vermont. But so it is generally ordgrtd in the wise
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providence of God, that conveniencies and inconvenien-
cies are blended often in remarkable proportion to each
other, in most situations in this world. A large pro-
portion of the class of people alluded to, seem to be in
..very close alliance and correspondence, with the ene-
my in our hearts, and often excite very troublesome
commotions there, not easily controlled, or quelled.
Yet mauy of them are certainly very comfortable and
useful helps ; at least in this climate ; and many -of
them, 1 trusf, are now wortb‘y fellow-citizens with the
saints, and will be bappy inhabitants, with all who are
redeemed out of every nation, of the heavenly Canaan.
Yet, I begin to suspect, that if- we should be permitted
to make you a visit, we would feel ourselves rather in
an awkward situation at Farmington ; not from the cir-
cumstance which you allege ; but from a cause entirely
of a different nature. The truth is, your partiality seems
to have prompted you to say, so much about our little
kindnesses shewn to you, and your own manner of ex-
pressing your grateful, and friendly sentiments and
feelings, seems to have gone so far, in con(':ilialing"for us
the favourable opinion, and good will, of your friends
around you, that we «can now scarcely calculate on any
other result, from a personal acquaintance with them,
than a mortifying disappointment on their part,as they
must soon perceive, that, after all they have heard of
us, we are indeed very poor creatures, rather standing
in need of their compassion and prayers, than having a
claim to any high degree of their regards and atten-
tions. Still, however, it might be good for us, to be
thus humbled among you ; although the circumstance
might not be pleasing to our self-love, of which we have
more than enough, in whatever else we may be deficient.
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hope, some better principles in our hearts, be gratified,
if, instead ‘of visiting you at Farmington, we could have
ybu added, permanently, to the circle of our friends in
Charleston ! But it seems to be otherwise ordered, and I
doubt not for youradvantage. If infinite wisdom andlove,
have chosen and appointed our lot, it must be not only

right in itself, but, in all respects, best for us. My dear _

Jane will, I expect, write to you again ere long ; and to
her penl leave the historical details, which you might
wish to receive, respecting friends, and affairs here.
‘She has lately suffered a good deal from a pain in her
ear, but is_ now, through mercy, better. Th|s, I be-
lleve, she felt some times while you were with uw, and
you may perhaps recollect, that it used to make her
feel and look very grave ; and thus, to one of her nat-
urally hvely _disposition, it seemed to have a good’
'/‘tendency, and desirable effect. After all, and with all
her infirmities, she possésses, as-you kndw, many valu-
able qualities, and is to me a dear girl, as she is a most
“affectionate wnfe, and friend ;. and next to her husband,
I doubt whether there is any person in the world, whom
she loves better than yourself. Let us be remembered
to friends, as before. Write soon again, and as often
as you can; and assure yourself of the most cordial es-
teem, and love, -of. your sincere friend, ,
: 18AAC 5. KEITH.

43
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70 HON. JOHN TREADWELL,

DEAC. NOAH PORTER, . Committee of the
‘== MARTIN BULL, - Schurch iu the first Soci-

— THOMAS SMITH, and ety of Farimington,
SAMUEL RICHARDS, E5Q.

- Py CHARLESTON, NOVEMBER 18, 1806,
RESPECTED GENTLEMEN, AND ESTEEMED FRIENDS,

I save been honored with your very
kind and highly. valued letter, under date the 22d Sep-
tember, inclosing a vote of your church, in F. which
they had been pleased to adopt and to commit to your
care, for the purpose of conveying to me, * their gratefal
sense and acknowledgment of my friendly attentions
to Mrs. W. a sister of said church, in her afflicted and
mourning state, during her residence in my family.”

This vote of the church, and the sentiments corres-
ponding with the spirit of it, expressed in your letter
which covered it, are truly gratifying to my feelings;
while they are, at the same time, adapted deeply to
humble me, under a consciousness that I am by no means
entitled to such a very respectful and honorable notice
of those little services, which I had attempted to ren-
der to one of the dear family of our blessed Lord, and
a very worthy sister, indeed, of your church, which his
wise and good providence had placed for a short time
in my family. To receive a stranger, of her amiable
character, and in her very afflicting circumstances,
mourning under the recent and heavy loss of her best
mortal friend, and earthly support, to such accommoda-
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.tions as our habitation could afford, and to assure her of
the most cordial welcome, by such expressions of chris-
_ tian sympathy and love, as were within our power, was -
so plainly our duty, according te the principles and
rules of the gospel, as well as the sentiments and dic-
tates of bumanity, that there was no room left for us, in
“this case, to hesitate for a moment, as to the part which
we were called to act ; and while endeavouring to fulfil
the obligations of so obvious a duty, we soon found, and
from day to day, more and more experienced, in Mrs,
'W’s very agreeable and improving society, some of the
. most pleasixig gratifications, of which an heart of genuine
sensibility is capable. '

I trust, my -worthy friends, that I am not altogether
a stranger to the influence of that most excellent, that
divine sentiment or maxim, worthy of its adorable au-
thor, that < It is better to give than lo receive ;> and
that I am not entirely regardless of His most conde-
scending and munificent grace, * who has promised a
tich and ever]astilig reward to those that shall give to
drink to one®f his little ones, even a cup of cold water,
in the name of a disciple. But how often have I been
led to reflect, and to say, ‘“can I pretend to this bless-
edness, and claim this reward, when I know that a spi-
rit of selfishnéss so greatly debases all the liltle that I
do, which, in the eye of a partial friend, may look like
christian benevolence 7 In the case now in view,
whether the principles of my conduct were such as the
spirit of Christ inspires, and his gospel enjoins and
sanctions, and therefore such as will authorize the be-
lief apd hope, that according to the constitution and
the provisions of the covenant of grace, I may safely
look within for an approving conscience, and look up
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to an approving God, is a question which I feel myself

.ot comnpetent to decide. I know, however, that in

what I did, which was, 1 doubt not, far less than what I

ought to have done, I felt a satisfaction and pleasure,

which were more than an abundant equivalent, for the

" little which was done ; and in these sentiments and feel-
ings, those of Mrs. K. have, as 1 believe, fully ‘co-incid-
ed with my own. T :

On this subject, indeed, one of my most intimate and
highly esteemed christian friends, not very long ago, af-
ter reading one of ‘Mrs. W’ letters, observed, that if
we had been permitted to form a plan for obtaining the
most desirable addition to our social and domestic com-
forts, we could not possibly -bave,chose‘n better for our-
selves, - than .the wisdom of our gmciqﬁs Lord had al-
ready chosen for us, in bringing Mrs. W. into our fami-
ly, and detaining her there during the short season
which she spent with us. When she left us, we felt
that we were separated from a friend, who was among
those most near and dear to our hearts, apd -with whom
we might probably never meet again in thi¥ world ; yet
consoled with the hope, if that hope we might venture .
to cherish, of meeting, never to part, in a better world 3
where christian love and friendship are perfected, ﬁnd
where the joy and pleasure, resulting from this source,
and that infinitely higher source, the love and favour of
our God and Saviour, shall never be interrupted, but
shall be ever full, and éver growing, through all the
ages of a blessed and glorious immortality !

But I must check a roving pen, which never_ knows
where to stop, when employed on a pleasing, interest- -
ing subject. Allow me only to add, on this subject,
that the well meant, but too flattering expressions of
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the sense, entertained by the church and their commit-
tee, of my poor and very defective labour of love, in
the instance alluded to, though' very grateful to my
feelings, on my own account, have been still far more
pleasing to me, as they have exhibited the satisfactory
. evidence, of the mutual esteem and regard, cherished
by the church, and by Mrs. W. for each other; and
particularly as they have manifested the disposition of
the: cﬁurch, thus to honor one of their members, who
‘was doubly related to them, in sacred and peculiarly in-
teresting ties ; and who, from the dissolution of one of
those ties, which was in its nature, particularly endear-
ing, now shares much more deeply than any other mem-
ber, in the heavy affliction with which the church has
been visited, by the removal of their late worthy pas-
tor, her dear hasband, and the excellent father of her
now fatherless children. The Husband of the widow,
‘and the Father of the fatherless, will, I trust, be found
3 most kind and faithful friend, who will never leave or
forsake her, or her dear babes ; so that in Him they
may still have an all-sufficient portion, that will never
fail them. : .
‘With respect to your bereaved church, I am much
- gratified in hearing, that you have the pleasing prospect
of soon again enjoying the stated ministrations of the
gospel, and administration of its ordinances, under the
pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. P. whose'talgnts‘and pie~
1y, and respectable character, under the igfluence of
his providence and grace, in whose hands are the hearts ‘
and the (imes of all men, have concurred to produce
that cordial unanimity, with which he has been invited,
to take upon him the arduous, and awfully responsible,
charge of the immortal souls, belonging to your church .

]‘rﬂ.
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and congregation. If it shall please the great Head of
the church, to favour his ultimate settlement with you,
in the pastoral relation, may the important connexion
be crowned by His blessing, to the mutual, everlasting
- -comfort, of pastor and people, in the day of his final,
glorious appearing, to judge the world in righteousness,
to punish with an everlasting destruction from his pres-
.ence, those who have not known God, nor obeyed the
gospel of Christ; but to be glorified in his saints, and
admired in all, who have believéd ; and who, under the
influence of their faith, and in the course of a sincere,
cheerful, and persevering obedience to the gospel,
have looked for the mercy of thelr Lord Jesus Christ,
unto eternal life.

I have taken the liberty of sending to Mrs. W. un-
der cover to Mr. R. a copy of my sermon, which was
lately preached here, and which was, in a manner, ex-

-forted from me, in order to its being more extensively
communicated to the public, through the press. To
any friend, who may wish to have the perusal of this
plain discourse, Mrs. W. will, no doubt, readzly allow
the use of it, for that purpose.

You see, my worthy friends, that instead of undertak—
ing to make a respectful, formal acknowledgment of,and
reply to, the very flattering vote of your church, with
which they have been pleased to honor me ; I have
used those freedoms, in writing to their respectable
committee, which I am accustomed to take in my epis-
tolary communications to my familiar friends. This lib-
erty will, I hope, be candidly excused; and I doubt
oot that you will kindly communicate, to the church, so
much of the contents of this long letter, as in your judg-
ment, you may think proper to be imparted ; and that
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you will do this, in the mode that way be most ehgnble,
and acceptable

This has been delayed, much beyond my wishes
Ppartly on account of a more than ordinary pressure of
business, especially of writing? and partly with a view
to ascertain, that I might inform you, of the amount of -
subscriptions for Mr. W’s sermons, which you are to
expect from this quarter. The names of the numerous
patrons of this worthy undertaking, which appear on
the paper in my hands, I will endeavour to transcribe
and send forward, within the course of two or three
weoks, 'Be assured, my christian brethren, and be so
good as to assure the church, which you represent;
that I am with great esteem, and as I hope, in the sa-
cred ties of the gospel of Christ, our Lord and Saviour,
your and their sincere and affectionate fnend and fel-

low servant,
- IBAAC 8. KEITH.

TO MRS, W.
5 - CHARLESTON, JAnuan 20, 1897
THE last letter received from you, our very
dear friend, is under the dates November 28th, and
December 5th, 1808 ; and like all the others, with
which you have favoured us, it has been read by us,
and also by some other friends, with a very lively in-
terest, and cordial pleasure, and as I would hope; not
without some spiritual improvement. 'We have only to
regret, that we are so seldom indulged, with the pecu-

liar satisfaction, ‘Which the perusal of your letters never
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fails to afford. But considering the distance of onrsitu- g
ations, and the variety and multiplicity of our respec-
tive engagements, &c. &c. these communicaiions cannot
reasomihly be expected, to be as frequent, as friendship
and affection would wish. We are, [ am confident,
respectively, sincerely disposed to do much more,
and better, in this case, as well as in many other
instances,-than we find ourselves able actually to per-
form. - May it not then suffice, as a kind of general,
standing apology, for those delays which occur between
the receipt and the answer of a letter; that these we
would not allow, if they could be well avoided ?

Three weeks have now passed, since your favour,
above noticed, came to hand. It had been long expect-
ed; and though not in itself short, yet it seemed to be
much too soon read through, and through dgain. . Not-
withstanding, what I have hinted on the subject of apol-
ogizing, I feel as if I could not help telling you, that I
have been prevented, from attempting an earlier ac-
knowledgment of it, partly by a pressure of business,
which is generally the case, in a more than usual de-
gree, about the commencement of the year; and partly
by indisposition ; but for these circumstances, I should,
long ere this, have undertaken to thank you, for your
long and excellent letter 5 and to reproach you for your
unkindness, in withholding it so long from us ; though, -
I am sure, that you do not deserve a word of rebuke on
this accoont. Friendship, however, usually expecting
too much, provides for itself many disappeintments ;
and then feels a curious kind of sweet revenge, in blam-
ing those whom it most tenderly loves, for inflicting the
pains which it suffers, from its own faultg and follies-
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‘During the long intervals, which take place between
the periods of writing and receiving letters, our spirits
'are often with yours, participating in the rem'emllrance
of seasons past, in the feeling of present circumstances,
‘and in realizing the prospect which-the light of heaven,
presents to christian faith, not only through the check-
ered, contracted landscape of this mortal life, but into
the boundless ,scei_)es; of eternity, of a blessed and glo-
rious immortality. What a privilege and satisfaction,
that, lbough far absent in body, we may yet be present
in spirit, beholding and sharmg each other’s state and
interests, temporal, spmtual, and eternal ! and that, es--
pecially, we may in the name, and through the media-
“tion of our commoﬁ‘ Lord and Saviopr, meet at the
throne of grace, and thére seek and obtain mercy and
grace for each other, as well as for ourselves, accord-
- ing to our several circumstances of want, of duty, and’
of trial, in the course of our pilgrimage towargs that
rest, which remaineth for the people of God ; into .
which no sinj or sorrow shall follow them ; and in the
.enjoyment of which, all their capacities and desires,
shall be filled with all the fulness of God! That we
may meet you and others, who have been and are most
.dear to you, in that blessed world, to review, -in the
light of glory, the scenes of earth and time, of provi-
dence and gface, and to rejoice and triumph together,
in the perfections, the works, and the praises, of God
our Saviour for ever. Pray for us, with the peculiar
tendernesa and fervor of christian love and pray for
us, without ceasing.’ SRS
Your description of the solemn and mterestmg scene
of Mr. P’s ordination to the gospel ministry, in order to
his becoming. qonnecltzd in the pastoral relation, with
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the church, in which your late worthy and dear hus-
band, for a number of years, exercised his miniatry so
faithfully and zealously, so honorably to hlmself and so
usefully to his people, and from the labours of which
he has been removed to the joy of his Lord, is worthy
of your heart, and of your pep ; and has excited in the
hearts of your friends here, emotions of sympathy, seri-
ous and tender in their nature, somewhat correspond-
ent, though, in their degree, they may be much inferior,
to your own.. It is not at all surprising, that such a so-
lemnity should have been, at once, "¢ pleasant and
mournful to your soul.” By a spirit of p;ety and sen-
sibility like yours, and circumstanced as you were,
both the pleasantand the mournful impressions natural-
ly produced by the occasion, must have been deeply
felt indeed ; while contemplating, on the one hand, the
desirable privileges and hopes, to which the bereaved
church was thus restored ; and while, on the other hand,
dwelling on the affecting recollection of past events,
which had called them and you to mourn together.
May the same blessed Lord and Saviour, who, when
he calls home one and another of his faithful servants,
that they may enter into his joy, still provide for his
church a suceession of pastors and. teachers, be still
found by you, the husband of the widow, and the father
of your fatherless children, and by his gracious pres
ence and abundant consolations, fill the great void,
which his holy bereaving hand, with the wisest de-
signs and for the most salutary purposes, has made in
your affectionate heart, and in your dearest social com-
- forts !

Vam wish ! yet I cannot help wishing, that I had
been ptesent, to see what you saw, and to hear what
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you heard, on that solemn and {ender occasion. Such
an assemblage of the worthy and pious ministers of
" Christ, and of devout worshippers, and engaged specta-
tors and hearers ; such serious and interesting transac-
tions, such instructive, impressive discourses, and such
excellent, affecting, elevating psalmody, as you de-
scribe, would I am sare, have afforded a very peculiar
gratification to my feelings, and might, 1 hope, have con-
" tributed something to my spiritual improvement. So
many people, thronging the courts of the Liord’s house,
and engaging in the exercises of his worship, with atten-
tive minds, and 8o many of the cordial friends of Zion,
and especially of the faithful brethren in the gospel
ministry, uniting with christian love and zeal, and har-
mony in their efforts to promote each other’s edification,
and to build up the church of Christ, and adwance its
peace and prosperity ; how pleasing, how animating the
scene, to every heart which loves the Lord Jesus
Christ in sincerity, and which prefers the success of
his cause, the triumphs of his cross, to its chiefest
carthly joy! There are, I trust, many hearts -here,
“which would rejoice in witnessing such a scene, in all its
solemn'délightful circumstances, if Providence should
furnish the peculiar occasion; and, in beholdings on
more ordinary occasions, the -like evidences and fruits
of brotherly love, and of the communion of churches,
as well as of individual christians® But for such affec-
tionate, profitable and -sweet fellowship in the gospel,
even in proportion to the smaller number of ministers
and christians here, we seem, at preaent, rather ‘left to
~ sigh and pray, than to hope with any high degree of
cheering anticipation. Oh, happy families, societies,
and churches, and associations of ministers, with whom
the God of love and peace, condescends to dwell! And

~
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since he appears so evidently to havé honored your
branch of his church with the distinguishing tokens of
his favour, and manifestations of his presence, especial-
ly while engaged in so eminently serious and interest-
ing a transaction, as that of forming a connexion with a
pastor, whose ministrations, way most deeply and
extensively affect their spiritual and eternal concerns ;
with what consoling reflections, and animating hope,
should you all now adopt, and sing to his praise, the
- words which his own spirit bas indited for you!
¢ For a small moment, have I forsaken .thee, but
with great mercies will I gather thee. In a lit-
tle wrath 1 hid my face from thee, for a moment ; but
with everlasting kindness will I hsve mercy on thee,
saith the Liord thy Redeemer.””* May the endearing
union that has now taken place between the worthy pas.’
tor and the worthy people of his charge, be long contin-
ued, with mutual affection and satisfaction, and be still,
and more and more, crowned with the smiles and the
blessings of the adorable and gracious Head of the
church, to the glory of his own name, and to the present
great benefit and comfort, and the future, everlasting -
joys of all concerned! It is truly pleasing to hear of
the appearances of ¢a solemmity on the minds of some
of the dear youth among you, and of some of them hav-
“ing recently embraced religion.”” Such appearances,
are, alas ! rarely indéed seen among us, at present ; al-
though we have reason stil to be thankful for - some
cousoling tokens, that our Lord has not yet forsaken
this part of his Zion. A few, and but a few indeed,
compared with some former seasons, have, during the
spmmer and fall past, been added to our church. ‘We

-

* Isaiah, liv. 7, 8.
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Jhave reason to be humbled and to lament, that instances
of this-nature occur so rarely. But if He, who heareth
prayer, and eminently delights to glorify - himself in ac-
cowplishing his work of grace, while he honors his peo-
pley as the instruments by which he carries it on, if He
gives us the heart to pray and labour for the revivai of
it, we may then encourage the hope, that our eyes may
be pe;mitted to see a more glorious display of his sal-
vation ; when these few scattering drops shall be in-
creased to a plentiful shower ; and when his spirit shall
be poured down from on high in an abundant supply
of his convincing, renewing, and saving influences. In
the desirable effects of such an effusion of the spirit of
grace, manifested in the revival ‘of christians, and the
awakening and couversion of sinners, we have at once
the most cheering assurance, and the most pleasing
glimpse, of the glory of the approaching millenial day ;
to which your delighted imaginafion has been borne
forward, on wings far more rapid, than those of time,
and quickened, probably, by the impulse' of sacred
pleasure, which you have felt, from the solemn pleas-
ing scenes, which you have lately witnessed in Far-
mington. Blessed will be the eyes, which shall see,
with holy delight, the long ‘desired day, when the
church shall be established, and be a praise in all the
earth! But still more blessed will be the spirits of the
redeemed, who shall then be in possession of the hea-
venly kingdom, purchased and prepared for them,
where,.in an unspeakably’ supenor light, they shall be-’
hold the glory of their Lord, in all the triumphs of his
cross below, and in all the fruits of the travail of his
soul, on high! Shall we meet there, and soon? O trans-
porting prbspec_:t ! But may my hope prove fallacious
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and delusive ! Liord, search me and {ry me, apd lead
me in the way everlasting, and give me the hope which
is in Christ, who is in every believer, the hope of glory !
The Lord bless you, and yours, ‘

. ’ 18SAAC 6. KEITH.

\

TO MRB. B, OF Be——T,

‘cuun.ns'ron, AUGUST, 1807,

Sincz I have heard of the renewed and
great affliction, with which it bhas pleased the Lord to
visit you, my worthy friend, together with your family,
counexions and friends, by the death of your amiable
and excellent daughter, Mrs. C.. I have sincerely and
tenderly felt for you, and for those who suffer with you,
under this painfully bereaving stroke of your heavenly
Father’s hand. - The feelings and the friendship which
dispose me to weep with you, and with them, in your
present sorrows, have induced me to -attempt, in this
‘way, at once to express my sympathy, and to shew
my good will to contribute something, if it may be only
as a mite, to your ‘consolation.

But what is to be expected from my poor instrumen-
tality, in a case, in which the bestof human friends,
would in themselves prove miserable comforters ? All,
indeed, that I could think of saying, and much more
than I can now suggest, must, I am 'persuaded, have al-
ready and frequently occurred to your own reflections,
while meditating en the perfections, the works, the
ways, and the word of God, with the aid of his gaod
spirit, enabling you to understand in part, at least,
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.what he has done in thia instance ; 'a'i'thougb' you will
never fully know it, nor be able to comprehend all the
wisdom and love ‘included in this mystery of Provi
dence, till you are brought to see and contemplate it in
the light of heaven and eternity. Nor can I now hope
to be the minister of instruction, or of comfort to you,
except by recalling to your remembrance and attention,
those things which you already know ; and by uniting
my prayers with your own, and those of other friends,
that you may be favoured with a still larger measure of
the illuminating, sanctifying, supportihg. grace of the
Divine Comforter ; and that the same holy hand which
¢ has taken away the desire of your eyes with a stroke,’’
may kindly bind up the heart that has been broken by
it, and is in danger of bleeding long under it.

1 am well aware that a parent, a mother alone, can
fully estimate the loss which you have sustained, by the
removal of a daugliter, such as yours was ; while yet
-in the bloom of youth, and " just entered upon the mar-
riage state, and in circumstances, which, in every view,
seemed to favour the fond hope, that this dear object
of the tenderest affections, and source of 80 many satis.
‘factions, might have been still enjoyed, through a se-
ries of happy years, with a still growing attachment
and delight. - From my short acquaintance with her,
however, and from what I have learned, in the house
of mourning myself, I think I know how to enter, in
- some measure, into your 8orrows, :

The last time of my being in company mth yom'
daughter, was; I believe, at my own house, where, a
little before her return to Beaufort, she spent two or
three hours of a forenoon. Mis. K. and myself, were
at that time also favoured with the company of Mrs. W.
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who spent the winter with us, and of whose amiable
character and exemplary plel ¥, and great affliction from
the death of her husband, a most worthy and useful
minister of the gospel, you bave no douht heard, through
my communications to Dr. F. Toallof ns, those short
hours were truly pleasant,'and T hope, in some 'degree,
mutually improving. Mrs. W. who is herself an orna-
ment of her sex, and of hec christian profewan, ex-
© pressed herself highly pleaged indeed with your love-
ly daue,biér ; and we were all united in the Sentimen't,
that there was rarely to be found, so pleasing an assem-
blage of the charms of youth and beauty, of a fine and
well cultivated understanding, of sweetness of temper,
and friendly, social dispositions, and of easy, engaging
manners, all crowned by the sanctifying grace of God,
which gives the highest improvement to all that is val-
_uable in human nature, and the brightest lustre to the
‘brightest and most amiable character. Pardon mie, the
. freedom of these observations. They flow from the
sentiments of affection and truth, in my heart, whlle
they may suggest ideas, or recollections, at once
* mournful and pleasant to your soul.” '
How little was it then realized, perhaps, by any of
vs, that all that was immortal in all this excellence, was
80 soon to be transferred to that blessed world, where
- 1he spirits of the redeemed are made perfect, and the
work of grace is finished in glory ! How affecting the
thought, that this is now a solemn reality! And when
your memory and imagination, sometimes more officious
than friendly, shall again and again present her lovely
image to your view, shall place before you, the pleas-
ing featares of hér animated and expressive counte-
mance, and shall bring back-thuse many interesting sed
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-zs0ns of conversation, when ¢ she opened her mouth
= with wisdom, and in her tongue was the Jaw of kindness,”

« and shall retrace that worthy course of conduct, in
-- . which every action was but a renewed expression of

~,Jove and duty : the sweet illusion will for a moment
« be enjoyed, as if a real interview were again allowed.
.But ah! that sweet illusion vanishes before the re-

. ..flections of the succeeding moment ! . And then the
... thought, Oh! the painful thought, that here you shall
.., 8ee her face no more, will again fill your heart with

S
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sorrow : with sorrow breaking in upon it like a flood,
threatening to swallow up every rising pleasure of the
memory or the fancy, and every comfort with which
_reason and grace had begun to suppiy the mighty
_void in “ the heart, which has been made desolate within
you.” But when these waves and billows are thus go-
ing over you ; if you would not allow yourself to sink
under their overwhelming pressure, I need not tell you,
for you well know, that your views must be directed,
and your application be made, in faith and hope, and
with prayer to your Lord and Saviour, who_alone is
able to relieve and help and deliver you; and who
will be found as ready, as he is able, to rebuke the
threatening storm, to still the raging sea, and by his
word of power and mercy, to speak the tempestuous
scene, the tumultucus emotions of your soul cast down,
and disquieted within you, into a great and desirable
calm. '

At all times, indeed, but more especially in such sea-

- sons of distress, how great, how precious must you feel
~ 'the privilege of being authorized and enabled, to call

upon your soul to return to its rest in your Lord, your
Aedeemer, and your God, info whose hands you have
45 '

’
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committed it, and to whose disposal you have surren-
dered your all ; assured that in Him you will find a
safe refuge, and a safisfying portion in the land of the
living ; that you will find his strength made perfect in
your weakness, and his grace made sufficient for you,

“and that when, in the world you have tribulation or
distress, he will give you peace in himself, a peace
which no smiles of creatures, or comforts of a worldly
nature can ever give ; and which is often most fully
enjoyed, when our comforts from creatures, and from
the world, have sunk to the lowest ebb. And how
consoling, bow animating, must you feel the belief and
the persuasion, that as he performeth and ordereth all
things for you ; so, ¢ he doth all things well,’”” and well
for you, and will make all things work together for
your good !

Although then, you are called to Iament the early
death of a most pleasant child, of a most desirable
‘daughter, qualified to be a most agreeable and useful
friend, in the natural and in the spiritual life ; is it not
enoughy, that the Lord your God and Savieur, still
liveth and changeth not, and that in him you have an all
sufficient fricnd ; ever disposed to be touched with the
feelings of all your infirmities and sorrows ; to pity,
support, and help you under all your trials, and most
true and faithful to hisown sacred and inviolable word
of promise, by which he has engaged, that he will never
leave you, nor forsake you?

And while reflecting upon your loss in the dear ob-
Ject, which he has removed, you think again and again,
what she was in herself, as a creature, and as a subject
of renewing grace, and what she was to you in the ten-
derest ties of nature, ang of christian friendship, yow
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feel yourself led to weep again and again, and still to
bedew her endeared name, with fresh tears of aff‘eg:tion-
ate, tender, painful recollection ; must you not at the
_same time, find those tears mingled and sweetened with
rich and . strong consolation, when you consider, that
your Lord hath done it, who bath the most absolute right
to do with and for his own, whateyer seemeth good in
" his own sight, and who konew infinitely better than
yourself, what was best for you and for her ; and hath
given you in this instance, every reason for submission
and satisfaction, for acknowledging and saying, with an
“humble, grateful, adoring heart, <« It is well.”

It has, I trust, been indeed well for you, that your
faith should .be tried in this fu‘rnace of affliction, in or-
der to its being found, to your own greater comfort,and
for the proportionably greater benefit of those who
Iook to you for an example, unto praise, and hondr, and
glory, in some desirable measure now, as well as more
fully and conspicuously at the ap‘pearing of Jesus
Christ ; while under the influence of it, and in humble
imitation of, and in conformity to the faith of Abraham,
the father of the faithful, you have given up, have you
not ? some of your favourite and dearest comforts to
- the Lord, without a murmuring word or thought, but
saying from the heart, Father, not my wili, but thine be
done! And again, « The Lord hath given, and the Lord
hath taken away, and still blessed be the name of the
Tiord !I” And while by ‘this renewed and great trial,
your love, your delight, your hope, have been disen-

gaged more and more,. (have they not ?) from all crea-
‘tures, and more stedfastly fixed on the Creator, who is
blessed for ever, and the overflowing, unfailing fountain
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of blessedness, to all those Whose trustis placed in him,
- and whose expectations are formed from bhim. :

And to your faith thus tried, and proved, and strength-
ened, and increased, does it still more satisfactorily ap-
peavr, that as to the dear child, the beloved danghter,
whom you have resigned and given up, when your
Lotd and Master, came and called for her, il is {ruly
well with her.

That fine, that elegant bodily form, in which so
much divine skill and beneficence were displayed, has’
indeed by the sovereign and righteous mandate of her

" Lord, been consigned to the.gloom of the grave, there
to moulder and dissolve into the dust, out of which it
was originally formed. Bat tliere it shall not remain
for ever under the dominion of death; for at the last
day, it shall, by his' all powerful voice, be raised up
again, a spiritual, immortal; |ncorruptible body, fash-
ioned in beauty and vigor, llke unto the glorious body
of the Divine Redeemer.

And when you think of the rational, immortal spirit,
by which that once lovely clay, which is again to be
raised in glory, was lately animated, you must view her
as highly favoured indeed, in being so early called to
renounce the vanities of the world, and the pleasures

of sin, even in the season when their attractions, are
usually the most powerful and dangerous, for an inter- .

. est in the Saviour, and the j joys of Heaven, which fhe

illuminated mind' values infinitely more than all world-
ly good, and which alone can satisfy a soul born of

God ; and then, after having the honor of exhibiting,

for a few short years, the power of godliness, and the
beauties of religion, which alone can form a character
worthy of the love of God and man, and secure a genu-
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\ ine, solid, unfailing peace and happiness, to the sonl in
life and in death ; must she not appear to have been
still more highly privileged, in being so soon removed
from a world of imperfection and sin, of temptation and
conflict, to that bright world on-high, where those who
bave been redeemed from among men, are as the angels
of God, in all boly perfecnon ; while they participate
not only in their exalted happiness, but in the peculiar
joy of their Liord, who has redeemed them to God by
his blood, .and having sanctified- them into a complete
conformity to his own image, in righteousness, and holi-
ness, advances them to sn! with blm for e»ver, on hig
throne of glory ! -

Did you, or could you ever forma better and ‘higher
wish for your daughter, in those moments when you
felt most sensibly, the deep, the.tender interest which
she had in youraffections ? And shall you now grieve ;
should you not rather rejoice, that all the best and
most affectionate wishes of your heart for her, are thus ‘
accomphshed, thus realized by her? If still nature

must weep, because she is no more wuh you, surely
grace must teach yow to weep in thls case, as though
you wept not, when you thus view her as numbered
with thie saints in glory, who are ever with the Liord.
And if still your bereaved heart must go again and

_again, tothe grave -to weep there, where all that was’
mortal, of what was lately so lovely and pleasing, lies .
deeply buried out of your 'sight, while musing on the
brink of that gloomy mansion, look around, and learn
to be -thankful, that all your other mortal comforts,
are not also buried there : let it then lopk down, and
anticipate the hastening period, for the time is short,
when there all your sorrows shall be buried for ever;

>
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while there your flesh released .from all its toils and
sufferings, shall, as in a bed of sweet repose, restin
hope of a joyful resurrection : and then, through the
dark valley let it look, with a strong faith, and lively
hope, and ardent desire, to that world of glory, where
God shall wipe away all tears from the eyes of his be-
loved people, and there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow nor crying, neither any more pain, for those
former things are all passed away, and shall never more
be known in that eternal life, which God has promised.
"And let the delightful prospect animate you-to run,
with unyielding patience, and with redoubled diligence,
in the remainder of the race set before you, until in
your appointed time, you finish your course with joy,
and ascend in triumph, to meet again your dear Eliza;
and. with her and all the saints and holy angels, who
surround the throne of heaven, to join in noblest acts
. of worship there, id the most exalled exercises of love
and praise, to the King of saints, the eternal King of
glory ; and to feel every eapacity and desire filled with
that fulness of joy, which is in his presence, and with
- those pleasures, that are at his right hand for ever. “ Oh
_glorious hour, Oh! blest abode !”

But having far exceeded my proposed limits, and
nearly filled the paper before me, I must leave you to
pursue your own reflections: only commending you to
¢ the God of all grace, and our blessed Lord and Sa-
viour, Jesus Christ, in whom the Fathef that hath lov-
ed, hath given you everlasting - cousolation, and good
hope, through grace, with my earnest prayers, and in
the pleasing persuasion, that He will, as he alone can,
effectunally “ comfort your heart !” '
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Although I have written in a direct way only to your-
self, yet it bas not been without a view to those who
mourn with you ; in the hope that those whose hearts
have been prepared bj grace, may find that the conso-
lations of God are not small with them ; and with the
solicitous desire, that the hearts of all may be thus
prepared for partaking, according to their respective
measure of suffering under this great affliction, of those
divine consolations, which to believers are made to
abound through Jesus Christ, as their sorrows have
abounded. '

“ Now the Lord of peace hlmself give you peace al-
ways, by all means! The Lord be with you all !

With great esteem, and affectionate sympatby, Iam

slncerel y your friend,
1SAAC & KEITH.

TO. DR. F.
CHARLESTON, AUGUST 12th, to 14th, 1807.
MY DEAR FRIEND,

- Your favour, under dates, the 7th and 8th
inst. I received yesterday by B. and as usual, I
write in return, with haste, as well as a mind occupied
with various objects of attention. But as B. sails
again for Beaufort, this afternoon, I am unwilling
to let slip the opportunity, without dropping a few lines ;
they may turn out to be pages, to a friend whose cor-
respondence I highly value, and with whose sentimen(s
and feelings, my own seem to harmonize, on the most
important and interestiog subjects, and in all the vicis-

+
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situdes of joy and sorrow, to which this mortal life is
subjected.
Yous letter is chiefly filled, with a truly affecting ac-
_count of an event, at once afflicting and consolatory,
in an uncommon degree ! For the early death of
. such a lovely woman, and excellent christian; who'
that knew any thing of her worthy and amiable char-
acter, and especially that bad the opportunity of en-
joying much of her pleasing, improving society and
conversation, can forbear to mourn, deeply and tender-
ly to mourn, that she no longer lives, to adorn the pro-
fession of the gospel, to gladden the respectable social
circles in which she moved, and to be the joy and so-
lace of her family, connexions, and friends! Yet
who that raises the strong and stedfast eye of faith,
Yo the bright and heavenly prospect, and beholds her
happy spirit, now -united to the innumerable and glo-
rious throng of the redeewed, of the spirits of ' the just
made perfect, in. holiness and bliss, can refuse to be
consoled with the consideration, that their painful loss
is her great gain ; that for her, it is nnspeakably better
to be with her Lord her Saviour and_ her God, than it
- would have been to continue in the body, ina world of
imperfection, sin, tempfation, and trial! " Blessed be
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, that christians on
earth are not left to sorrow, for the dearest and the most
beloved christian friends departed to heaven, as those
who have no hope ! e
How little do friends generally, when they meet,
realize the solemn idea, that this may be the last time
of seeing each other’s faces in the land of the living !
The last time, I think, of our seeing the desirable
friend, now no more with us, was at our house, where
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she spent about two hours of a forenoon ; and seldom
- "indeed, if ever, have I enjoyed a more pleasant season,
" of that duration, with any person with whom I had not
prévious!y had the pleasure of a long and int%mate ac-
quaintance. Mrs, W. was with us at the same time :
and as she was herself, an ornamént of her sex, and of
her christian profession, and 2 very good judge of the
qualities, natural, acquired, and inspired, which consti-
tute a character, most worthy of esteem and affection,
she expressed herself very much pleased indeed, with
Miss B. and we all united in- the senti:ﬂept, that such
an assemblage of youth, beauty, intelligence, sweetness
of disposition, easy and engaging manners, and genu-
ine, lively piety, is farely to be found. Her lovely
image must long live in the recollection, and her mem-
ory must be long endeared, to the hearts of her friends s
and especially of those who best knew her worth, and
loved ber most.: Maj the little company of the Re-
deemer’s disciples and friends, who are travelling in the
narrow way to life, and who no longer enjoy the
pleasing, animating company of this desirable fellow
traveller on the road, be excited to shake off sloth, and
with redoubled diligence follow her, as she followed -
Christ, and press forward to that immortal crown, and
everlasting rest, to which she has gone before them ;
having been peculiarly and eminently favoured, in be-
ing so early called to realize the promises, and the
work of grace, fulfilled and completed in glory. And
may the bereaved parent, husband, sisters, connexions,
and friends, whose hearts most ,deeply feel the dispen- .
sation of a wise and holy Providence, which has called
her so soon to heaven, and left them to mourn her loss

on earth, and turned their.short lived satisfactions, and .
. 46 ’ '
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vainly anticipated joys, in this dear objeet of their affece
tions, into lasting tears and sorrows, find, that the Sa-
viour, in whom she trusfed and. triumphed, is better to
thewm, than the dearest of creatures can possibly be ; is
a friend indeed, who will never leave them nor forsake
them ; and who is able’ effectually to eomfort those who
mourn, and ready to make his grace sufficient forthem,
and his strength perfeci in their weakness; and =0 to.
bless them, even by this great sffliction, that they
shall know, that it is- indeed good for them, that they
have Lzen thus afflicted. To his compassion, and sup-
porting, and sanctifying grace, I commend all who are
sharers in - this affliction; and they will allow me, K
trust, to take at least an humble part with them io their
sorrows, with the - desire, and in the hope, that as is
. their day of trial, so will their strength from him be
found ; that ax their sorrows have abeunded, their
consolations also, shall by 'him be made fo abound ;
and that through the teaching of his word and spirit,
they may effectually learn the vanous lessons of heav-
enly wisdom, which this prov:dence is adapted to im-
press most deeply opon theit hearts !

"On the deeply interesting subject of war, ‘which at
this period .80 serionsly occupies the public mind, I
“¢an hardly say, whether my hopes or apprehensions,
respecting. it, preponderate. When I think how ob-
viously it is the interest, in almost every point of view,
~of G. B. and the U. 8. to maintain and cultivate
peace, and harmony, and a fair and equitable commer-
‘ .cialintercourse ; it would seem, that if the governments
of the two nations, are influenced by the principles of
an enlightened and honest policy, they may yet meet -
on friendly ground ; and such reparation may yet be
made, for the insult lately offered to our national Inde-
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_péndence, sovereignty and honor, as may prevent the
‘horrors and calamities of war. But when again I think
of the unworthy returns, which, as a people, we have
made to the God of our mercies, for all his distinguish-
‘ing favours to our country ; and particularly how un-
gratefully and criminally we have abused the manifold
and long continued blessings of peace ; I cannot but
fear, that the time may be. near at hand, when the
Liord may proceed to visit for these things, and to a-
venge himself of such a nation as this, by some heav-
ier judgments, than those which have already been
abroad in our land! The scourge of war, we. have
i:ertaiqu.dese;ved to feel, if not by our conduct to-
wards the government, with whom we are in danger of
being involved in a quarrel,- which 1 think we have
" not justly provoked ; yet, at least, by our. offences
against the great Governor of pations, who has a
right to employ what sword, or rod, he may choose,
for inflicting upon us the merited chastisement for our
sins, Your sincere friends,

. JANE AXD I8AAC 8, KEITH,

.
«

TO DR. F..

i

CHARLRSTON, SEPTENBER 1, 1807,
MY ‘nmg FRIEND, '

- Wagx I begin to write to you, I generally in-
tend to write but a little. What becomes of my pur-
poses, in this case, let the long scrawls which you of-
‘ten receive from me, testify, In one respect, indeed;
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1 act in tolerable conformity to my intention, as it s
but little matter that I send you, though spread over
several pages, and inveloped in a multitude of. words.
I have often and often wished that I had the pen;- not
only of aready, but of a concise writer, so that 1 could
save my time and paper, and the patience of my cor-
respondents, by the happy art of saying multim in
parvo. But such as I am you see me in my letters;

“and such as'I have to communicate in them, you re-

A

ceive in my own manner. For'your sake, as well as
my own, I wish I was myself, and that I could do,
much better. As things are, well is it for me, at least,
in point of enjoying your correspondence, that you are

~ a partial friend, and seem willing to be pleased with

trifles, offefed by a well meamng heart, as tokens of af-
Jection. :
As with ali my conscieusness of my many infirmities
and deficiencies, I have some vanity, which you know
always loves to be flattered ; I must acknowledge to

“you, that I have felt some gratification in reading the

expressions of your approbation- of the printed Mis-
course which Isent you. I wishit had been more wor-
thy of the cause, and of course, of your acceptance.
1 have long judged, that political interests and duties,:
as they undoubtedly come within the compass, the
wide compass, of religion, which teaches us what we
owe, not only to God and ourselves, but to our fellow-
men, as individuals, and as members of sacred and civil
society, may with propriety be introduced, as sub-
jects worthy of attention, in our pubhc discourses,
But as they require to be managed with a pecuharly
delicate hand, and should not, perhaps, be often brought
forward, or very parucularly dnscussed, excepting in
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- extraordinary- seasons and circumstances, I have rarely
‘indeed, allowed my unskilfol ‘hand to-touch them.
That  what was altémptéd in this way, on a late occa-
sion, whlch seemed naturally to lead to some observa-
tions on the critical state of our country, should have
been demanded for a’ more extensive publication
through the press, than was given frour the pulpit, was
altogether beyond my expectation; and to this meas-
ure of my friends, I rather submitled, than consented.
And now I see, they are dragging a part of it again
before the public, through the chiannel of the newspas
pers, the Courier. Now is not. this on the whole, more
humbling, than flattering ? For when do you ever see
a really e}celle}xt, evangelical sermon, on any of the
most important subjects, involving the great, the ever~
lasting interests of the soul and its salvation, thought
worthy of being communicated to the public, in a
newspaper ? ‘Bat enough of this sermon !

- On your essay on Patriotism, 1 have not now ﬂmo
to commenf_ Let one remark suffice, that on this sub~

" ject, my dentiments fully coincide with those which
you have communicated. And be assured, that your
religious sentiments and experiences, as- intimated,

" sometimes more briefly, and sometimes more largely,
in your epistolary communications, as well as in con-
versation, (when the opportunities for that have occur-
red) meet my approbation, and, without meaning to
express a complizient, have led me to esteem you,
among many others, better than myself ; as being more
experimentally, and practically acquainted, with the

" truthand grace of the gospel, which I profess to have -
‘believed and embraced, and which, in Providence, and
by office I have been called to preach to others. Ah!
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to preach not ourselves, but Christ, and him crucified,
requires a degree. of divine illomination and - -grace, of
which, when I seriously thiak, 1 see reason enough for
the deepest humiliation of soul: Happy are they
who properly feel their own insufficiency ‘in this case,

~and who experimentally know that their suﬂiclency is
of God their Saviour !

We have lately received a long, and ‘as usual, .an
excellent letter, from”Mrs. W. Among other mat-
ters, she informs; that, since the edition of 2000
copies of the volume of her husband’s sermons,
there has been such a demand by non-subscribers, for
the small balance of 200 or 300, which had not been
lllbséribpd for, that she ekpecté the. whole edition wilk
soon go off : and with other friends regrets, that the
edition had not been extended, to at least 2,500 copies.
of the ‘numerous patrons of this publication, who sub-
lcnbed chiefly from love to Mrs. W. and with o
view fo the benefit of her family ; many of the best
judges of evangelical preaching among us, have ex-
pressed a cordial and warm approbation of the sermons
generally : 'so that they seem to enjoy, in this case, &
double reward, in the pleasure of doing good, and
the benefit, that has been reflected back upon themselves
Jrom the good which they designed to do o another.
Had those sermons passed under the deliberate review
and polishing hand of the author who left them, I sup.
pose, in thestate in which they were first prepared for
his stated course of preachmg, they might have, per-
baps, appeared to greater advantage in the eye of the
critical reader ; but I'doubt whether they would have
been at all more plewng and acceptable te the pmu;
heart. - '

y . o
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- Mrs, W, mentions in her letter, the appearance of a
®emarkable, and most desn'able revival of religion, in
the church under the care of the Rev. Mr, H. whose,
excellent funeral sermon on Mr. W. is inserted in the
. wolume of his sermons: and some drops of the heav-
enly shower, she says, are begioning to fall upon the
neighbouring churches. She: observes, tbat Mr. H.
seems to be wearing himself out by his fervent zeal and
abundant labours ; and speaks of his preaching lately
to great acceptance, in the church at Farmington,
on these words: “When the Lord shall build up
Zion, he shall. appear in his’ glory»”* Do our hearts.
indeed long to see such a day of our Lord’s glory,
in Charleston, and in Beaufort, and all around ? If
s0: let us pray and labour, in our respective spheres,
with becoming importunity, and diligence: then may
we hope to be thus favoured, as others are, and as we
have been, in some measure heretofore.

" With this, I send under the same cover, a letter to
‘Mrs B. on the sybject of her late distressing, yet con-
solatory affliction. I have endeavoured to express my
‘good will, to minister consolation, if it were in my
power; but the Lord alone, I know, can, and he I trust
will, effectually comfort her heart. This letter was
written a few days ago, when in daily expectation of B’s
< arrival. Be 8o good as to hand it to Mrs. B. and
may a bleasing-,atténd,' what may-be proper and sea-
‘sonable in it, to herself, and to those who mourn with
her. I thought that surely, I must and would con.
clude here : but I must yet take the other end of the
page for finishing, when I bave no room for another
lmo more. Xou will easily perceive, that my brainy

¢ Pmlm oii 16,
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"have not been much on the rack, in writing this 3 but
.my fingers are tired with holding the pen ; as your pa-
tience must now be in trying to read, or to spell out,
this hasty, yes literally hasty scrawl. + ‘
In love to yourselves, and all friends around you,
your little friend Jane, Joms with your greater friend,
1SAAC S. KEITH.

TO MRS, We

| GHARLESTON, AUGUST 97, to sEPT. 10, 1807.

Again we have been favoured with a long let-
ter, from our very dear, dear friend, under date the
29th of July. It must have been more than three
weeks on the way, as it was not received ‘here till the
24th of August. It was, if not long looked for, at
least for some time expected, not without some ‘degree
of anxiety and impatience, before it came at last. . And
when it came, as we knew that it came all warm from
the heart of a friend, whom we highly esteem, and
Very affectionately love ; and whose reciprocal affec-
tion glahﬁes our self-love, more than our pens or
words can express, you may be assured, that this re-
‘newed evidence of your continued friendship, and
kind remembrance, was most welcome fo our hearts ;
as is every letter indeed, that -we receive from you.
This, T believe, 1 have in substance told you more
than once already. But to those whom we love, we
are apt to say the same things over-and over again. -
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It gave us much pleasure to hear, that both of the

letters which you acknowledge, and to which  you have‘h R

made. such ample. returas, had got seasouably to hand.
And could you not have told us so, sooner than you
did? But, all circumstances considered, ~we cannot -
think of blawing you; for we know that it is in your
heart to write when you can ; and we have ouly fo
wish, that in this case, and in many other instances, you
and we, could beller do what we would : although, I
suppose, that we all see abundant cause for complaining
of ourselves, that we are often and often, far from be-
ing" willing and ready, in a proper  degree, to do the
good which may be within the powerof our hand.
What views must they have of themselves, who think
that they can merit heaven itsell by the goodness of
their hearts, and by their good doings ? Happy they,
who are so poor in spirit, as to see and feel, that to
them Christ is all! 'With what transporting pleasure
will they hereafter cast. their crowns of glory at ‘his
feet, and triumph in his praise, who has done all for
them, who has bestowed all upon them, and whose Joy
will constitate their happiness forever !

- Eire this, it is hoped, that you have received pay-
‘ment of the bill, which you mention as having been
eafely conveyed in my last letter. The remarkable
suceess which has attended the undertaking, of pub-

lishing a volume of your late dear busband’s. sermons,
is highly gratifying to your pumerous friends here, a8
‘well as to those nearer around.you. It seems to be, in-
deedy much to be regret'ted, that the edition had not
been extended to 2,500, instead of being limited to
'2,000: as there is such good ground now for believing,
that, within a reaso:;ble space of time, the whole of
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the first mentioned number might have been disposed
of. But is it not probable, that in due time there may
be a call for a second edition ? In the mean time, there
is great reason for thankfulness, that so large an edjtion
as that which has been actually printed, has been for
the most part subscribed for, and that the remainder
are ]lkely to be disposed of so soen. In this the be-
nevoleit and the pious must be disposed to rejoice,
not pnly on account of the particular benefit resulting
frem this circumstance, to the widow and the fatherless ;
but in the view of the still greater good, so extensively
. diffused through the communily, by 1be publication of
so largé a number of these valuable discourses. With
~ great truth I can assure you, that I think them really
excellent sermons ; composed fin a style of simplicity,
‘congenial o that of the seriptures, and epriched with
scripture truths, exhibited in a mamner well-adapted to
_enlighten the understanding, to impress the heart, and
to'promote the improvement, the comfort, and the sal-
vation of the soul. It will, no doubt, be peculiarly
grateful to the feelings of your heart, which must long
-cherish the most - ,aﬂ'ecllqnate remembranee of a most
- worthy husband ; as it has been very pleasing to me,
“fo- fid, that among the very numerous subscribers to
those sermons in Charlesion,*many peraons, whom I
reckon among the best judges of evnngehcal‘ preachmg,
that are to be found here, have expressed a cordial,
aond warm approbation of them. . Hence, although they '
ol first subscribed, chigfly from love to you, now they
feel a double gratificaion, ds they meant to serve o
Jfriend, and in doing that, have secured a still greater
benefit to themselves. When I consider these sermons
as prepared generally for a stated course of preaching,
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without any view 1o the press, and as printed from the
manuscript, as it was thus left by the author, I cannot
but view them, as reflecting great honor upon his mem-
 ory. Had they passed under the deliberate review, and
. polishing hand of the writer, before they were published,
they might perhaps have éppeared to greater advan-
tage in the eye of the critical reader; but I doubt
whether they would have been at all more pleasing and
acceptable to the pious heart.
" Although we have no business with mshmg Jor any
* . thing but what the Lord nills ; yet our natural affec-
tions, which wanta great deal of gmdmg, restraining,
and sanctifying grace, to set, and to keep them right
every day, have been daily prompting us to wish thaf
we could see you where you are, and your worthy
- friends with whom you are surrounded ; and as' we
~ could not hope to stay long with you there, then, to
wish that you were with us here ; and that here you
* would abide, and feel yourself at home : so far at least,
as pilgrims may be allowed to feel themselves at home,
on earth. With what painful pleasure ‘are the inter-
“esting hours which we have spent together, now recol- '
" lected, often "and often, in the course of every day that
passes! With what heartfelt pleasure would they be -
renewed, if the wise and good providence of our God,
would permit ! Now what is this but the very spirit of
selfishness in us > For our judgement tells us, that it
is much better, all circumstances considered, for you
now, to be where you are. How strange, how inconsis-
tent, (but what inconsistencies cannot the huiman heart
reconcile ?) that we should really wish you an evil, an
acknowledged evil, while we persuade ourselves that
we are cherishing for you, the fenderest affection, of
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the purest friemdship! Well is it for you, that
your blessed Lord and Saviour loves gyou.infinite-
Ty better than we do, and orders, and does every
thing concerning you, and for you, just as he does, be-
cause he loves you /. Since then He sees it best, that
we should not now enjoy the pleasure, and the imprave-
ment to be found in your society and conversation; we -
desire to bow to his wise.disposal, and to be thankful
for the satisfaction, which he allows us, of still numbering
you among the very dearest of our friends ; of maintain-
ing a constant correspondence with you by letters; and
of hearing so frequently, and so particularly, of the
many, the new, and fresh evidences and fruits .of
the loving kindness, and tender mercy of the Lord,
with which you are favoured, under all the trials,
which his wisdom has appointed to you. The Lord
appears indeed, to be dealing with you, as he does
with those whom he loves, with a pecuhaf affection.
Having adopted you into his fan;ily, and given you an
interest in all the high and distinguishing privileges of
the children of God, he added to the rich blessings of
his grace, one of the most precious and desirable fa-
vours of his providence, when he gave you, for the -
friend of your bosom, the most intimate companion of
your soul, one who was a fellow heir with you of the
grace of life, and emmently qualified to be your coun-
sellor and comforter, to share, and to relieve you of, at
least half, the load of all your troubles, and to partici-
pate and to double all your joys, on the journey to that .
everlasting rest, which remains for the people of God. .
You were hlghly pleased, and happy, very happy,
with thls gift of your Father’s love: and unconscious
of your error, and even inattentive, perhaps, to the
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wide differcnce between gratitude and idolatry, you
wete gradually raising the worthy, the beloved partaer .
of your joys and sorrows, too near -the place in your
heart, which you bad consecrated to the Creator, and -
which he alone is entitled and qualified to fill. The
creature whom your erring affections were prone to
idolize, your Father loved. unspeakably better than you
could ; and having accomplished in him the work of his
grace, and enabled him to finish with acceptable fideli-
ty, the work which was given him to do, he was in great
mercy, received to glory. For you, it was necessary
that you should be further purified in the furnace of
afftiction ; that thus your affections might be refined,
and prepared to be filled more entirely with the ful-
ness of God, and that thus you might be fitted to
exhibit a brighfer example of the christian temper and
character, and to enjoy in an higher degree, the peace’
which the Saviour bestows ; but which the world,
which creatures, cannot give. You were therefore af-

flicted, severely affticted ; and your faith, much more
precious than gold which perisheth, having been tried
ag by fire, has been found unto praise, has appeared ta
the praise of its Divine Author, to your own increased
comfort, and to the proportionably greater benefit of
others, who have looked to you for an example ; and
your soul, deeply humbled, and submissively acceptihg
correction, as justly and mercifully inflicted, for its
idolatrous attachment to the creature, has felt itself
compelled by an happy necessity, and constrained by
a sweet ‘influence of grace, o return to its rest in the
Lord, and to trust and hope, and rejoice in a manner
more worthy of your christian character, in Him, -as
your refuge and your portion in the land of the living,

r

>
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And ever since he has thus afflicted you for yourgood,
he appears to have been renewing to you, in various
ways, the tokens of his favour .and love, and indeed, to
have been continually rejoicing over you, in doing you
good, by the kindest - dispensations of his providence.
Trials, indeed, and these neither few nor small, are
necessarily connected with your present situation ; and
trials of one kind or other, christians must havein every
condition on earth ; and these are in some respects, great-
or mercies and blessings, than the dearest comforls of
life. But your irials are sweetened wilh so many
comforts, with so many pleasant fruits of your Fath-
" er’s love and beneficence, whether coming more imme-
* diately from his own kind hand, or conveyed to you
by the instrumentality of friends, whose hearts he has
prepared and inclined to shew you kindness, that you
must feel yourself laid under the most pleasing obliga-
tions to acknowledge, ¢ that he hath been daily put-
ting a pew song in your mouth, even praise to your
God;” and that when you would declare, and speak of
the many wonderful works, which the Lord your God
has done, and of his thoughtl of mercy and peace to-
wards you, you find that they cannot be reckoned up
in order, that they are more than can be numbered.¥
 And what gives to all the’ benefits of his.hand, with
which he is daily loading you, their bighest value and
relish, is the persuasion, the assurance, inspired by his
Spirit, and sanctioned by his word, that these are on-
ly the provisions of his tender care and love, to sup-
port and cheer you on the way to your Father’s house,
eternal in heaven, where ;your incorruptible, undefiled,
and unfading inheritance of glory and joy, is reserved

* Psalm xI.
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for you. Hom pleasing, (and might it not be equally
improving ?) again to meet and talk over these things ;
to repeat; once and again, many of the things which
were said, during the months which you spent with us ;
and to say much more of what might then have been
%aid ; but for which there did not seem to be sufficient
time ; or for which the opportunity was lost, by negli-
" gence, or an excessive attention to a variety of matters
of little comparative importance, and then reciprocate
our obaervations and reflections, upon the intefesting
scenes and events, which have passed since the unwel-
come hour of our separation occurred ! ‘Whether
such a meeting, such a gratification of the heart, such a
Jeast of the soul, will ever be permitted tous on earth,
rests with Him, in whose hands are all our times.
Shall g éhen, (to renew the question on which you say
you so often mused, while with us,) shall we all” meet
in Heaven? There, 1 believe, you will in due time
meet a beloved, lamented husband, and all the other
redeemed, sanctified, and perfected spirits, who sur-
round the throne of God and the Lamb, to spend a
blessed immortality, in adoration and praise, love and joy.
Bot shall I ever meel jou, and the rest of that glorious
and happy throng, in that bright Wotld that blessed
abode, where

No vain discourse shalf 1l our tongue,
Nor trifles vex our ear :

Infinite grace shall be our song,
And God rejoice to hear !

This is a question, which has ten thoummd times,
thrilled through and through my heart, and excited a
conflict of hope and fear, of joy and pam,,whlch no
words can describe. - I have thought, perhaps I have

,fr“-
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only presumed, that whereas I was blind, I have been
divinely -enlightened, .to see, to love, to embrace, to
trust, and to rejoice in God the Saviour, as all my
desire, hope, salvation, and happiness ; and I often
think, perhaps.] only fancy, that my soul would find
the highest delight which it craves, and te which it ass
pires, in glorifying and enjoying my God and Saviour,
in the company, and in harmony with his saints, for
ever. But, if I indeed love Him, and desire to be
with him, why do I not better keep his commandmenis ?
‘Why do I not study more to glorify -him, by bringing
forth more of the fruits of the Spirit? And why am I not
more ready and resolved to deny myself, and take up
the cross daily, and to follow my Lord fully, in the
hope and prospect of the final accomplishment of his
gracious promise, that where he is, there slpll.his ser~
vants and friends be also, ever with the Lord ?

) ' ’Ti; a point 1 long to know ;

Oft it causes anxious thoughts,

Do [ love the Lord or no ;
Am I his, or am I not ?

Lord decide the doubtful case !
Thou who art thy people’s sun,
Shine upon thy work of graee,
If ipdeed it be begun !

The dccount which you have communic¢ated, of the
remarkable and most desirable revival of religion,
which has lately appeared in Mr. H’s congregation, es-
pecially, is most pleasing and welcome. May that
glorious work of the Lord, be greatly increased, long
continued, and widely extended! The zeal and aetiv-
ity with which Mr. H. is engaged in this work, are such’
as might be expected by those, otherwise unacquainted
with his character, who have read his exc‘:’ellleﬂt funeral
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discourse, on the death of Mr. W. included in the
volume of Mr. W’s sermons ; a discourse which has
‘been very much approved and admired by many here.
1o a nobler-and better cause, he could not spend and
be ‘spent ; but I hope that he may not too éoonﬁ wear
himself out, by the abundance of his labours. It is
pleasing also to hear, that even a few drops of the plen-
tiful, heavenly shower, are falling upon the church in
Farmington, as well as others in the neighbourhood.
I hope that the ministrations of your worthy yénng
pastor, will be honored and encouraged, by an increas-
ing blessing attending them, and crowning them with
success, in promoting the salvation of sinners, and the
edification of believers ; among whom, of this latter
class,. within the bounds of his pastoral charge, you
must feel a peculiar satisfaction, in numbering many,
as the seals of your late dear husband’s faithful and la:
borious ministry. Oh! that here also, we might soop-
see the happy day, when ¢ The Lord shall baild up
‘Zion, and appear in his glory among us !> He ap-
pears, indeed, from time to time, to be adding one and '
another, some white, some black, to the church, among
those who shall be saved. But while we bless his
name for the day of small things, there are, I hope, a
~ pumber of his friends here, who long to see his houses
. of worship among us, and. the church which he has
planted, and supported here, and for which, in'various
ways, he has done great things, filled more visibl "Vwilh
his glory, and with converts in numbers, in the beauties
of holiness, and in sweetness and usefulness of influence,
like the Qr_ops of morning dew! What < sight uponearth
is so fair’’ as that.of numbers crowding the temple gates

of the Lord, as humble, devout worshippers, and impor-
ot e "8 MIPPeTs, alle S
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tunate seekers of salvation; and through the gates of the
church on earth, pressing into the kingdom of heaven !
Greater, surely, than the joy of harvest, must be the
joy of the friends of Jesus, when they thus see the
gathering of the people unto him ; in their measure,
they will feel even tbe satisfaction which he enjoys,
when he thus sees of the travail of his soul. May He
multiply the people, thus made willing in the day of his
power, o become the subjects of his grace, and the sup-
porters of his cause, and increase this joy abundantly,
through all the churches, and among all the nations !
But I must check my roving pen, which never
knows where to stop, when moving towards a dear
friend. Well, let it still go on; but under the direc-
tion of another hand, by which I hope, it will be em-
ployed, to fill the remainder of this sheet, more agreea-
bly than it would by my -own.
I am, very affectionately, yours,
' ISAAC S. KEITH.

70 MRS. W.

CHARLESTON, APRIL 19, 1809.

It cannot be necessary to remind you, our dear
friend, that in my little wife and myself, you bave very
dilatory correspondents, and indeed very poor cres-

. g\n‘gs, as friends. If our friendship, indeed, were to be
imated by our affectionate esteem and remembrance
'v"'ou, and by our benevolent wishes for your happi-
88, we might perhaps stand the test tolerably well:
At if, like a christian profession, it is to be judged by
% ‘substantial fruits, it would, in this view, be found
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gréatly wanting. And when we measure the friend-
ship which we profess to cherish for our blessed Lord
and Saviour, to whom we are bound 'by every obliga-
tion, by the standard which be has fixed for the proof
of it, where he says, “Ye are my frien&]s, if yé do
whatsoever I command you.”” What confidence or hope
towards him could we have, if he were not indeed, the
Jriend of sinners ? How high the satisfaction of say-
ing, with truth, ¢“Lord, thou knowest all things, thou
knowest that I love thee !’ And how great the consola-
tion, resulting from the declarations of his own word,
that if any who love him in sincerity, fail or_oﬁ'end; (and
how many, alas! are the failings and offences, with
which their consciences must charge them?) they havein
him an High-Priest, who is tenderly touched with the
feeling of their infirmities, and whose blood cleanselh
from all sin and uvnrighteousness, and an Advocate,
whose intercession in their bebalf, with the Father of
mercies, shall prevail to obtain for them, pardoning
mercy, and sanctifying, supporting, and comforting
grace, according to their necessities !

You, I believe, have long loved the Lord Jesus
Christ in sincerity ; and the longer you have known
Him and yourself, the more, 1 doubt not, you have seen
and felt, that He is just such a Saviour and friend as
you absolately need ; a Saviour and friend all-sufficient,
and as condescending as he is glorious, as ready, merci-
fully to forgive you, and graciously to receive you
again, as you have been *prone to err, and to abuse his
goodness and indulgence. Such love and grace could
be expected to be shewn only by him, who died for his
enemies, for his own creatures, when they were in the
full career of their mad rebellion against him. And
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surely, eternity will be short enough to utter all his
praise! What a pity that so little of it should be shewn
forth now, by any who venture to hope that they are
redeemed by him, to be a pecuhar people to himself,
zealous of good works !

_ As to myself, I feel, that with respect to Him, whom
I call my Lord, and who, I know, can alone be my Sa-
viour, I am living “ at a poor dying rate,”” indeed.
Lord increase my faith, that faith which works by love,
overcomes the world, and briugs forth abundantly of
those fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ,
to the glory and praise of God ! '

In respect to the natural life, and the circumstances
of my situation in the world, no material change has
lately taken place, except what may be included in the
silent flight of time, which has brought me, by the space
of many months, nearer to an unwasting eternity, than
I was when we were with you last summer, and favour-
ed with the interview which had been so much desir-
ed, which was so pleasing in the enjoyment, and yet
but half enjoyed, on account of its being of so short
continuance, and so soon past and gone, probably not
to be renewed again on earth. May it be renewed in
" very different, in unspeakably better circumstances in
Heaven ; there to be perpetuated, through all the peri-
_ods of a blessed and glorious immortality, ‘where the
pain of separation, where the sigh which rises, and the
tear which falls, at the thought of a departed, or an ab-
sent friend, shall be known no more ; ; where love, and
frlendshlp, and society, shall be perfected ; where God
shall be 3l in all, and joy in his presence, shall be full
and still growing, and rising higher and higher, for ever?!
€an such -a felicity belong to me ? May my hopes as-
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_pire so high? Is Jesus precious to me as he is to them
who truly believe ? With every such soul, it is surely
not presumptuous, but a duty, and a becoming expres-

~sion of gratitude, to hope to enter into his joy, and to
behold and to partake of his glory ; for such is his nAill,
and such the assurance of his faithful word. . Lord, i
would believe :  help thou my unbghef 1 and enable me,
to give all requisite diligence, in order to the attain-
ment of a full assurance of hope !

The winter. here; after a most dehghlful autumn,
which was prolonged till near Christmas, was, for seve-
ral weeks, rather wet and unpleasant, but not very cold.

‘From the latter part of February to the present time,
the weather has been as dry, as it was before rainy ; and
excepting a few days, it has_been cool for the season';

- and lately we have had a smart frost ; which, in the up-
per country, has been so severe as to kill agreat deal of
the wheat, which was, as I syppose, just beginning to
shoot into the ear. Long before this, I presume you
have been relieved from the pinching cold, and many

_inconveniencies altending it, of which you complained,
when writing to us, in January and February. = May
the return of the spring and summer, so peculiarly de-
sirable in your climate, be attended with the smiles of
Heaven, on your temporal and spiritual councerns! I

. have seen some alarming accounts of the fever, with
-which you were so extensively and deeply afflicted in

- Farmington last year, having appeared and proved very
fatal, in some families in Hartford. It must be an aw-
fol acourge where it prevails. May the Lord in his
mercy arrest. its progresé 3 or accompany _gt with his
sanctifying blessing, to those who are called to suffer
under it !
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Together with yourself, and near connexions, we have
often and often recollected, with peculiar satisfaction,
the many valuable and dear friends, with which you are
surrounded, and with which we had the pleasure of be-
coming a little acquainted, during our short visit. As-
sure them, as you have opportunity, of our very grate-
ful and affectionate remembrance. 'The names of indi-
viduals T am afraid to begin to mention, as they are so
many : and some might be undesignedly omitted. I
always think of them as forming, not merely a numer-
ous, well instructed, orderly, respectable church and
congregation; but as members of one family, who, ex-
perimentally, know how good and pleasant it is, for
brethren to dwell together in unity. ’

As a society they are, in my view, highly privneged
in having among them so large a proportion of 'the truly
honorable, and worthy, and good ; qualified, by their-
intelligence and their principles, fo serve the cause and
to recommend the religion of the gospel. And here,
you may be sure, I do not forget, or leave out of view,
those serious, pious, and excellent young ladies, whose
cultivated minds, amiable dispositions, and pleasing
manners, soon constrained us to esteem and love them,
while by their very polite and friendly attentions to us,
we felt ourselves peculiarly honored and gratified. May
the Lord bless them, and make them blessings, indeed,
to their families and coanexions, and to the church of
Christ, as worthy and ,ornamental members of -it { The
unfon between your worthy pastor and his dear -H, is,
we.trust, by the blessing of heaven, made a source of
rich and growing happiness to themselves; and it is
our prayer and hope, that he, in his special and highly
important and interesting relation to the church; and



inhms. 388

that; she, in her sphere, as his nearest counexlon and
. most endeared friend, and affectionate helper, ‘in the
8piritual as well as in. the natural life, may be the honor-
ed iustruments of diffusing much good and happiness,
among their friends, and through the community, as far
as their activity and influence can be extended ! . -
" Itis very pleasing to us to hear, that our vmambla'
Jriend, Mr. P. continues, at his advanced age, fo enjoy a
comfortable state of health 3 while with the decline of the
outward man, his inward man seems to be renewed day
by day, and his heart to hecome more and more warm-
ed with the love of God and man, and his soul thus ad-
vancing in its preparation and meetness for the blessed
society of the spirits of the just made perfect. His
friendship for you has, no doubt, had its influence-in
leading him to think and speak more highly of us, than’
he ought to think or speak. I should, doubtless, be
very much mortgﬁed if not humbled, at the thought,'
that nobody should think or speak favourably of me ;
and yet I cannot help feeling ashamed of myself, when
honored with any. expressions or testimonies of the
friendly regards of the wise, the worthy, and the good ;-
conscious how little I deserve their favour. Never was
there a son of fallen Adam, who had more reason than'
I have to say, continually, and with respect to every
movement of my heart, and action of my life, « God be
merciful to me a sinner !’ We hope that the health of
your excellent old friend, the b_onorable and the good
Lieut. Governor T is still continued, that together with -
his family, he finds all the Liord’s dispensations, whether
comfortable or afflicting, to be paths of mercy and
truth; and that he will yet be spared to.do much good
in church and state on earth, before he is called to en-
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ter into his restin heaven. But contrary to my plan, I
am beginning to particularize, in speaking of friends
around you ; and am tempted now to name your good
deacons, and the several families of C. M. R. C. &c.
&c. &c. but I must stop here, with the request, that
our united love and best wishes, may be presented to
them all and every one, as if they were severally nam-
ed, including especially your sisters and brothers, and
their and your dear children. - As to yourself, rest as-
~ sured, that we continue to love you as dearly and sin-
cerely as ever ; and while we tenderly sympathize with
" you under the renewed deaths, sicknesses, and various
afflictions, in which you are from time to time called to
hear your part of sufferings, we are at the same time
consoled with the persuasion, that all are appointed and
ordered in love, and will be sanctified to the further-
ance of your salvation, and the increase of your ever-
lasting happiness. And surely you can have no cause
to complain, if it pleases your wise and gracions Lord,
in the farnace of affliction, to brighten your fature
crown of glory.
* ¥ Kk ¥ .
I : 18AAC 8. KEITH.

TO MRS. W.

‘ QN THE DIL"I‘!! OF HER SON.
, ' NEW YORK, JULY 9, 1808
Youn kind letter, our very dear friend, which

you wrote at Middleton, under date of the 4th inst. we
have just now received. How little did we apprehend,
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after having received and read so many letters from
you, communicating so much pleasure and satisfaction,
that your next would be the messenger of such sorrow-
ful tidings, and penetrate our hearts with pain, instead
of filling them with joy ! But alas! what are the most
flattering worldly pi‘ospects, and the most pleasing cal-
culations founded upon themr! The storm of affliction
had beaten heavily upon you, and laid your best earth-
ly aupport, and dearest mortal comfort in the dust.
Your sky, however, seemed to be clearing up, and the
sun of prosperity had begun again to shine upon you.
But the black cloud has again gathered around you,
and drawn you again into the house of mourning ; and
to the feelings of nature, and especially to the tender
sensibilities of a widowed mother’s heart : how gloomy
now the scene, where you are watering, with unavailing
tears, the lovely plant which you were cultivating with-
the most affectionate christian care, and which in the
morning was flourishing and growing, as one of your
favourite, rising hopes ; but which, before the evening,
was cut down and withered, under the irresistible
stroke of death! How sudden the event, how affecting
the change ! But the hand, Oh Lord, was thine! A
consideration sufficient to silence at once every mur-
mur, and to bow the soul into adoring submission. For
the Lord doth all things well, and all that he does,
concerning you, will, I doubt not, work for your good.
Ouly be now still, and know that he is God : and here-
after, you shall know what he has done, and why he
bas done so, to your unspeakable consolation and joy,
and to his everlasting praise ; when in the light of heav-
“en and eternity, all that is now obscure, in the dispen-
sations of his providence, in this twilight scene shall
4 : .
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exhibit the strokes of his wisdom, and the benignity
and munificence of his love, in full meridian splendour.
There and then you will see and know, and feel, in a
manoer and degree far, far exceeding your present ca-
pacity, that God is Love, and that this God, your Sa-
viour, will be your Geod and portion, and your exceed-
ing great reward for ever ! In these views, and in this
persuasion, surely you will weep under this renewed
sorrow, as though you wept not. Fain would I be the
minister of comfort to you. But I feel my own insuffi-
ciency, and therefore commend you to the God of all
grace and comfort, our compassmnate Lord and Saviour,
who by his word and spirit comforts them that mourn,
and binds up, cheers and beals, the hearts of his dear
people, which he hath wounded and broken, not for
his pleasure, but for their profit, that they may become
in a larger measure partakers of his holiness, and thus
become qualified for an higher degree of the life and
happiness which can be found only in his favour. All
that we can do for you, will, I trust, be done with some-
thing of the spirit of human and christian friendship ;
we will still give you the place"of a favourite friend, in
our affections, and in our sympathy ; and we will en-
deavour to bear you on our hearts, particularly in our
prayers. At the same time, I cannot forbear to remind
you of the satisfaction which we feel on your account,
and of the ground of thankfulness to the God of your
and our mercies, which is aftorded, by the grace and
strength which he has manifestly given you, (in answer

to the prayer of faith) to prepare you for, and to sop-
‘ port you under, the renewed trial to which he has call-
" ed you. It would seem, indeed, as if we had reason,
rather to congratulate you, than' to condole with you;
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on account of those repeated, painful trials, with which
yo& have been visited, as in these you have received
the distinguishing tokens of your Heavenly Father’s
love, who chastens those whom he loves, and often
scourges, most severely, those whom he receives with
peculiar regard and honor ;, and as under these trials,
he has so remarkably furnished you with strength ac-
cording to Your day, and with grace to enable you to
glorify him in the day of visitation. Inhim may you
still be enabled to hope, to trust, and to rejoice, as
‘the God of your salvation, and the portion of your
soul ; and may he stil be with you, fto \keep you
and to bless you, to bless you by all his dealings with -
you, and to conduct you in the right, the best way, to
~ that everlasting rest which remaineth for his people!
-‘How melancholy is the account which you give, of
the prevalence and the ravages of that fatal epidemic,
the spotted fever, in Farmington, and the towns adja-
cent 3 under which not only your dear Joseph Ebene-
zer, (“in whom you have lost the name, and a very
striking portrait of your late husband, deservedly most
dear to you,”’) but many other of your very near and
dear friends, have fallen the lamented victims, ¢ cut off
in the midst of life and usefulness !’ May it please
the Lord speedily to say, to this destructive scourge,
«It is enough !”” and restore that precious, but too gen-
erallf abused blessing of health, to the people, who
have been visited with this awful chastisement of his
holy hand ! to those who have been called to mourn
under it, the loss of nearest connexions and dearest
friends ; may he vouchsafe his supporting, sanctifying,
comforting grace : and to the inhabitants generally,
may the alarm and the distress which it has occasioned,
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be abundantly compensated, by the pouring out of his
. apiit from on high upon them, and by a glorious re-
- 'yival of the work of his grace among them, whereby
multitudes may be turned from their sins, the causes of
all God’s judgments, and engaged to fly for refuge, to
lay hold on the hope set before them, io the Saviour
of sinners, in whom they will be secure from all that is
truly formidable in sickness and death, ahd in whom
they may at all times, and in all circumstances, triumph
in the hope of a blessed and a glerious immortality !

T'iie goodness-and mercy of the Liord, have remarka-
bly attended us hitherto, since we left home, by sea
and by land : and my health seems to be already sensi-
bly improved. Oh for humble, “thankful, obediént
hearts !

On the 11th or 12th inst. we expect with Divine
permission, to proceed on our journey eastward. As
we travel slowly, and occasionally stay a little time
where we fird it convenient and agreeable, we may not,
perhaps, reach Middleton till the week following, say
about the 20th. With a melancholy satisfaction, if the
Lord so appoint, we will meet you there. How much
greater would have been the pleasure of meeting you -
at home in Farmington, with your family and friends
around you in health and peace ! But the Lord knows
best what.is best for us, and his will be- done! My
' dear Jane is very well, and in christian love to you and
yours, very cordially j Joms with your very aﬂ‘ectlomte

- friend,
1SAAC 8. KEITH.
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TO DR. F.

. . hy o
CHARLESTON, OCTOBXR §, 1809,

MY DEAR FRIEND, °

Youn kind, and good, and interestingletter,extend-
ing from the 30th of August, to the 7th of .Se,pteinber,
and reaching me, at this great distance, within the space

- of twenty three days, viz. on the 30th. ult. after taking
"leave of your pen, I now begin to acknowledge, in
the hope that this may be finished in time for travelling
to you, in the course of a month at the farthest, frdm '
the present date. »

Some two or three months. ago, I recened, in a
package with other books, &c. from Philadelphia,
some two or three copies of the Report, &c. of the Bi-
ble Socnety, lately established in that city, but -with-
out any letter accompanying them On the subject of
the establishment of a similar society in this city, I
have thought again and again, and the result of my re-
flections is, that the attempt is not likely to be attend-
ed with the success that would be desirable. Among
the reasons which have led to this conclusion, are, 1st,
The existence of the Society for promoting the inter-
ests of religion, consisting of members belonging to our

.own congregations here, &c. which embraces the gra-
tuitous distribution of the Bible, as one of its leading
objects ; and, 2dly, and chiefly, the difficulty which
exists here, of collecting, with any tolerable punctuality,
the annual contributions, which may be subscribed te
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the support of Institutions, of a character so purely 're-
ligious. Liberal donations, in proportion to the re-
sources of the donors, to charitable purposes, humane
and pious, may be obtained here, with as much facili-
ty, perbaps, as in any part of our land, city, or coun-
try. - But annual - contributions, subscribed to the
same purposes, do not seem to be well recollected, at
the time when they are due ; and they are often alto-
gether, and for ever forgotten, or at least neglected.
‘Whether this may be occasioned by the heat, or any
other quality of our climate or atmosphere, relaxing
the tenacity of the memory, and rendering it incapable
of extending itself to the distance of a year, so as to
recollect distinctly, and to meet cheerfully, the return
of an annual period, when it comes round, demanding
again the money, which having been once paid, was no
more thought of ; as {0 le paid again, is a question,
which I leave to you, as a medical man, a chymist, and
a philosopher, to solve. In the mean time, I have the
satisfaction of informing you, that a subscription paper,
headed by one of those pamphlets, has been lately pat
in motion among us, and that within a few days, while
it was in my hands, were obtained three subscriptions
of fifty dollars each, with some others from twenty,
down to five dollars, amounting to upwards of two hun-
dred dollars, as donations to the Philadelphia Bible
" Society. It has since been committed to the attentions
of a friend, who I presume has obtained considerable
additions to the above sum 5 and after receiving it
. again, I hepe to have an opportunity of handing it to
some ot her friends, with further success ; say, now, $270.
Giving the Bible to those who are not able to purchase
it, or who would have their attention to it particular-

>
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ly excited, by the circumstance of their receiving it as
a present, has long been rqgarded by me as one of the .
most: important and promising objects, to which the
charity of christians can be directed ; and more espec-
ially so, the giving of the Bible, in their native langua-
ges, to the Heathen nations, who are capable of read-
ing it, and who are willing to receive and read it, when
‘thus presented to them. Thus disposed, it seems are
many, very thany, among the various populous nations
of the East, at (his day. And what christian can for-
bear most cordially wishing,  God speed,” to those
noble spirifed, generous hearted lovers of Jesus, and
friends of Zion, who are at this day, thus giving the
Book of God to those people, who hare been so long
destitute of its Divine and saving light ; and there-
fore perishing, because, in their regions, theré has been
no such heavenly vision, to guide them into the way
of salvation ? )

October 9th. Have you seen the Slar in the East ?
I mean Dr. Buchanan’s Mzsswnary Sermon. lately
preached in England, and published under this title ?
If not, you have a pleasure yet to come. It is truly
an evangelical, eloquent, and most excellent dlscourse,
and gives us more satisfactory information, respecting
the progress and the triumphs of the gospel, in the
countries of the East, than any publication which I
have seen. He tells the people of Britain, that they
have it in their power, greatly to promote the cause of
christianity in India, but that they have no power to de-
stroy it 3 that it would be as easy to extinguish christ-
ianity in Great Britain, as in India'; where there are
thousands, and hundreds of thousands of christians,
and that while the people of Great Britain are contend.
ing, whether it be a proper thing to convert the Hin-
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doos, they will go on extending the bounds of their
churches, aud enjoying the blessings of the gospel, re-
gardless of all opposition. What christian beart will
pot leap for joy, at such good news, and what christian
hand would net, ifit had opportunity, open itself wide in
ministering to the support, and promotion of so glorious
acause? On the last sabbath of September, I took the
liberty of presenting in my discourse, some extracts to
my hearers, from this admirable sermon, and of com-
mending it to their perusal. In the course of the Tues-
day following, of an hundred copies that were on sale,
at M’s book store, not one remained to be purchased.
‘But a new supply is ordered.

I am, very affectionately, yours, -
. ISAAC 8. KEITH.

‘—l‘*h

TO DR. F.

CHARLESTON, DECEMBER 15, 1810.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

. The death of Major Lawrence must be deeply
felt as an heavy loss, to his family and friends, and
also to your church, of which be wasan eminently wor-
thy mnember and deacon, and a zealous, active, liberal
supporter. To himself, I doubt net, it has been gain
indeed, gain, unspeakably great and everlasting!
Through a mistake; respecting a message left at my

house, when I was out, I did not know of his being in
' town, when he made his late and last visit to this_éily,
till he had been several days at Mrs. S%. I called to
see him there two or three times. The scene on those
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occasions, was, i my view,. interesting and instfuctive
to all concerned ; and consoling and animating to the
friends of Jesos and of Zion, in a' degree which I havc
rarely seen equalled, and atill more rarely, if ever, sur-
passed. 'His views of Christ, as the most needfal, and
suitable, and sufficient, and precious Saviour ot hissoul :
bis faith, trust, and hope in-him, his. grateful love to
lum, and his calm, sweet submission to his holy will,
and wise disposal ; his affectionate desire to live to the
Lord, his Maker and Redeemer, and to die. to him,
and to-glorify and enjoy him for ever : his cordial sat-
isfaction and cheerful confidence in comm'in'ing his
family, .and fnends, and the chuorch, to the care and
keeping, and blessing of the same gracious God and
Saviour, with whom he-had intrusted his own soul,and all
bis interests, temporal, spiritual and eternal ; and the
- unaffected: humility, which be manifested, as flowing
from a deep sense of his sinfulness and unworthiness ;
all combined to throw such a Justre around the scene,
in which' this good man- was sufféring aud glorifying
God, as made it appear indeed, to be priviieged beyond,
far'beyond, the brightest and most admired scenes of
- worldly joy. In this case, surely we may well ¢ con-
gratulate the dead, and crown his tomb with wreathes
triuvmphant.” ‘While ‘affection and . friendship, while
humanity and piety, drop their tears to his memory, let
his example, as it displayed the power of Divine grace
in his life, and in his death, excite and engage us to be
better followers of him, and of all them, who through
~ faith and patience have gone to-inherit the promlses of
grace fulfilled in glory ! '
~ Istill feel, as I have been accustomed heretofore to
feel, very sensibly ofor your little church, tossed by se
]
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many storms, and tried in s0 many ways. But if our
Lord bas a cause to support among you, he will not
leave you helpless, nor comfortless, -nor lifeless. May
you not take encouragement, from the things which
your Liord"has shewn you- in the way of mercy and fa-
vour, in the midst of all your difficulties and fears, that
he does not intend to kill you, and that he will not
leave you to perish? Still pray and hope, and wait
for a time of reviving andrrefreshing from his presence.
Some new blessings, I hope will be sent to you by the
haod of your worthy pastor, now at length mercifully
restored to you, after so long an absence. As he
comes back to you with a degirable addition to his
health, which stood in great need of reeruiting, T trust
he will at the same time, have come to you again,’in
the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ! If
it be the will of the great Head of the church, to up-
hold you, and make you fruitful as a branch of that
_church, which he has bought with his blood, and which
he honors with his constant presence, protection, and
favour ; he will provide you with friends, helpers, and re-
‘sources, for supporting the ordinances and ministrations
of his gospel among you. And the interpositions of
his Providence, for this purpose, may be often the most
confidently expected, by a bold and adventurous faith, ,
when timid reason, and cowardly sense, and a subtle,
malicious adversary, would tempt you most to despoﬁd.
% What time I am afraid, I will trust in the Lord.”
Truly my soul waiteth upon God, from him cometh my
salvation. “ My soul, wait thou only upon God, for
ion is from him. He only is my rock and
; he is my defence, I shall not be mov-

* Psalm Ixii,
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~ Our Bible Society, is just beginning to distribute its
‘Bibles, with the prospect of increasing demand upon
its funds, as soon as its charitable design shall be ex-
tensively known. =General P. lately. sent us a $50
Bank Note, informing us, that he believed he could dis-
_tribute a considerable nuwber of Bibles in his neigh-
bourhood, with advantage. 'We ebrolled him a mem-
ber for life, and sent him three dozen Bibles. More
than a dozen dozen have been applied for, to supply
the wants of the poor in other quarters ; and it is not
doubted,. that applications _will increase, as distribu-
tions are made.  Farewell. - o
 1SAAC 8. KEITH.

~

RSP —

T0 m’n.,.r'. s.
CHARLESTOWN, (Mass.) AUGUST 11th—14th, 1808.
| MY DEAR sIR, : C ,

. Asovur the 20th of J uly, while we were
in Middleton, Connecticut, a very acceptable letter,
written by your' good daughter M. our much esteemed

friend, together with another from Mr. H. came safely
to hand. The receipt of M’s letter was acknowledged,
in alongletter which J. had been writing ; -and it is hop-
ed that it may have, in due’ time; found a safe con-
veyance to Charleston. As my little secretary crowd-
ed half a dozen pages of -her letter to her friend, with a
variety of particulars relative to our journey, the de-
lightful scenes through which we had passed, and the
many acqnain(ance‘s and friends, new and old, with
~ whom we had the pleasure of spending some time on
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our way, ard especially respecting our very dear friend,
Mrs. W. and several of her worthy connexions, &c. &ec.
1 refer you to those communications for the information,
which I know you and all your good family would be
desirous of receiving from us, after.our departure. from
Philadelphia; and I am happy in being able to come off
so well, in having your friendly wishes in this respect
gratified, without being obliged myself to undertake the
task, which she has execufed with much more facility,
and much more minutely and satisfactorily, than it
would have been done by my own pen. There is, io-
deed, scarcely any employment, more burdensome and
fatiguing to me, than that of writing. Let not the three
4to sheets, which I seat you from Philadelphia, or this
folio now, be interpreted as furpishing a contradiction
to the preceding observation; for one principal reason
of my giving you such lengthy scrawls, when I do take
up my pen, is, because I do not calculate oo writing oft-
en. Yet you see that T am pot dlsposed to be cere-
monious with you, as T do not wait for an answer to my
long letter sent from Philadelphia, before I begin again,
with some prospect, if I can find leisure sufficient, of
filling up for you the formidable sheet now before me.
I am indeed sorry that there was such an apology to
be offered in your behalf, for emitting to write to me, as
that suggested in M’s letter, viz. the great debility -
" which you felt, under the oppressive heat of the
weather. In that respect, I hope from the agreeable
changes of the weather, you may have experienced de-
sirable relief from time to time; apd at all events, I
persuade myself, that as is your day, so will be your
strength, especially in the inward man. And highly
privileged, and eminently favoured, shall we respective-
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ly be, if the strength of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Chyist, be ‘made perfect in our weakness, and if his
grace be made sufficient for us, in all the seasons and
circumstances of life, and especially in its closing scene,
the solemn, trying hour of death, how important, how
desirable, when in that interesting hour, our heart and
flesh shall fail us, to have the Lord our Redeemer then
with us, as the strength of our heart, and the portion of
our souls for ever ! And thus shall all be favoured and
blessed, who have lived by faith in him, as the Lord
their righteousness and strength. They who are pre-
pared to die,. in and through him, shall be made more -
than conquerors over the last enemy ; and when dis-
misisqd from the labours and trials, the comforts and sor-
rows of earth and time, shall’'be ever with their Lord,
beholding his glory, and partakihg of his joy. May
such be the happiness enjoyed by us, and by all in
whose present and everlasting welfare, we ate bound te
feel our hearts most deeply and‘lenderly interested.
From Middleton, on the 25th’ July, we proceeded

about 10 or 11 miles to Weathersfield, accompaiied by

our friend Mrs. W. On the 27th we dined with the =

Rev. Dr. M. in Weathersfield, where we experienceda
cordial hospitality, and very polite and pieasing atten-
tions, during the few hours of our stay in that worthy
family. Towards the evening we went on to Hartford,
baving still the pleasure of Mrs. W’s company. Her
~ oldest brother lives here, who is a very pious man, and -
in respect to religion, is much blessed in his family.
- 'We spent the night in the family of Mr. N. whose wife,
a pious and worthy woman, is a daughter of Lieutenant
Governor T. Mrs. N. had been lately called to mourn
the death of a sister, the pious mother of five or six
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small children, one of the victims of the fatal spotted fe-
yer, which was then prevailing in Farmington. Hav-
ing enjoyed here, a scene of mingled satisfaction and
sorrow, we sel out on our journey on the following day
at an early hour, leaving our highly esteemed, and
very affectionate friend, Mrs. \V. with mutual, painfal
regret. : '
'From Hartford we pursued our _;ourney through a
number of beautiful towns, and afterwards through some
miles of rugged country, where the houses were few,
and steeples rare, to the flourishing town of Provi-
dence, in the state of Rhode Island. 'There, with a
large party of ladies and gentlemen from Boston, we
dined ; and after dinner, turning out of the direct
course for Boston, we went down to Bristol, (R. L)
“where, from Friday evening till Monday morning, we
~ staid at the hospitable mansion of Mr. J. R. elder
brother of Mr. N. R. of our city. He is a worthy and
- good man, and gave me reason to hope, that he would
at length join himself to the church, -which he has for
_many years thought of doing, but from an apprehension
of his unworthiness, has till now omitted.  His sister
has been long in communion with the church,and is a
most agreeable woman, and excellent christian. The
simplicity and godly sincerity, and the cordial friend-
ship, with which we were received and entertained by
these worthy persons, and the desirable opportunity
which we had, for enjoying with them the freedoms of
christian conversation, made our time pass there very
pleasantly indeed; and I hope it was not altogether
spent in vain. On Monday morning they kindly ac-
companied us on our way te the ferry, two miles from
their house, where' we took an affectionate leave of
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them. We went forward, through a most delightful
eountry, and with . the most charming land and water
prospecté on every side, to Newport. :

On Thursday, the 4th. August we turned our course
agam for’ Boston, 72 miles distant from - Newport ; and
towards the evening of the following day, passed
-through that ancient and renowned town, to the charm-
ing habitation of our very worthy, gnd-kin , and pleas-
ant friends ; where their truly benevolent and affection-

. ate. attentions, constrained us. to feel ourselves very‘
much indeed at home. S

August 12th, Mrs. K. is much better this morning,
while I have myself, since ye'stérday ‘morning,’ been
considerably indisposed with a cold and cough, at-
tended with some fever; but the symptoms to day-
seem to.indicate, that the indisposition may prove tobe
slight and transient. Dr. and Mrs. M. are well ; he, asg
wsual, is_deeply engaged in Ia‘varigty and multiplicity
of busioess, and takes an active part among a number of .
faithful bretbren, who are of the congregational clergy
of this state; by whose united counsels, several highly
important measures have been adopted, and are now
carrying into_execution, with a zeal worthy of the
friends of Zlon, and with the most promising prospect '
of success, for the support and promotion of evangelical
truth, and of the .church. which the Redeemer has
. bought with his blood. . Ainong the measures alluded
to, are the forming of a General Association of the nu-
merous-ministers throughout the state, who love and
_preach the doctrines of grace, generally denominated.
Calvinistic'; the circulation of that valuable periodical
work, the Panoplist, the publication of which commenc-
ed with 1250 copies, and has now risen to more than
4000, the collecting of a new church, and the erection
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of a spacious house of worship in Boston, and the
founding of a Theological school at Andover, for the
purpose of secuting to piohs young men, candidates for
the gospel ministry, the best means for pursuing their
studies in divinity, and acquiring the quohﬁcahons, by
which they may be prepared, to support the character,
and discharge the duties of pastors and teachers, with
the greatest hopor to themselves, and benefit to the
churches. The success which has already attended
the endeavours to obtain adequate funds, for this excel-
lent institution, has been astonishingly great, and seems
1o afford a most encouraging evidence, that the work is
of the Lord, and that it will be prospered by his bless-
ing. As a sample of the auspicious beginning of this
great and good work, under His smiles, who has the
hearts of all men in his hands, I cannot {orbear mention-
ing the names of a few of its benefactors, and the amount
of the truly generous and noble benefactions by which
they have, with the highest credit to their own chris-
tian characters and principles, expressed their appro-
bation of it, and their pious, ardent zeal for its establish-
ment and usefulness : viz. Mr. Norris, of Salem,
$10,000; Mr. Brown, of Newburyport, $10,000 ; Mr.
Bartlett, also of Newburyport, in cash, $20,000, and
funds which give an interest, making them adequate to
the further sum of $15,000; Mr. Abbot, of . Andover,
$20,000 ; Madam Philips and son erect a building, valu-
ed at the spm of 16,000 ; the late Lieutenant Governor
Philips $5,000, the interest for charitable distribution,
-in religious books, &e. All the above, lately given, in
addition to funds previously on hand, to the “amount
of $20,000, provided for the support of theologicel stu-
dents, &c. And from one of the above gentlemen, whe

o,
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_ is advancedinyears and has no children ; the patrons of
the institution expect to receive, in due tiwe, in addi-
tion to the sum of $20,000 already given, the further
value.of 20 or $30,000, to bé left by will ; say amount
total $140,000 or 150,000. How bighly privileged are
the persons, to whom the Lord has graciously given
the means, with the heart, for performing such munifi-
cent and beneficial acts of christian charity ! And how
animating the prospect operied by the word of God, to
all who love Zion, and seek her good, according to thé
means in their power, when it is declared that they
shall themselves prosper; and that thzy who thus sow
bountifully, shall also reap bountifully. I bad forgot to
tell you, that three professors, to fill three departments
in this contemplated Theological Schaol, are already ap-
pointed : viz. Rev. Dr. Woods, Dr. Pearson, late of
Cambridge Umversny, and Dr. Griffin, of Newark,
New Jersey, if his own consent aud (hat of his church
can be obtained. : :

It bas given me peculiar pleasure on our journey to
find, that in many ef the churches in which we have been,

“and in many more from which we have heard, there aré
pleasing and growing revivals of religion, confirming the
precious truth, that when the enemy of the church
comes inlike a flood, to overwhelm the church, the spirit
of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him, and"
adapted to animate the praises and the prayers, and ex-
ertions of all who prefer the cause of Jerusalem, involv-
ing in it all the great, immortal interests of mankind,
above their chief joy. It is my prayer and hope, that

* our own church, to which I feel myself united, in a most
interesting relation, and by many of the' most endearing

ties, will still be favoured by the glonous Head of the
51 .
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church universal, with a rich supply of those blessings -
of his grace, which be is at this day showering down so
abundanfly on other branches of it. May he preserve
my fellow labourer in the enjoyment of health and
strength, and abundantly prosper his labours of love
among our dear people, during my absence; may our
Lord’s peace and blessing be with him and his family, -
and the whole church; and may his prayers, and those
of the church, in which we desire still to be kindly re-
membered, be heard and answered, in such blessings of
the providence and grace of God, as may be best for us.
Amidst all the delightful scenes with which we are here:
surrounded, and the very pleasing attentions of the ma-
ny, mai)y worthy and amiable christian friends, whose
society we have been and are daily enjoying, our hearts:
still anticipate, with peculiar pleasure, the desired pe-:
riod when, if the Lord will, we shall again be restored
to the circle of our affectionately beloved and very dear
friends in Charleston, among whom we particularly
number yourself and your goed family. -
~ Inlove and best wishes to  you all, Mrs. K. cerdmlly
joins with your friend,

1SAAC 8. lm{rs.
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TO DR. M. .,

cu:mx.ssroi:, SEPTEMBER 25, to 28, 1811,
MY DEAR FRIEND,

Your favourof J uly 20th, ult. did net come

" to haud unti near the. close -of August. Mr. J. L. the
bearer of it, was favoured with a very fine passage of
about’ four days. We were glad to see him at home
again, safe and well ; and glad toreceive: by him, your
friendly e'pistolary communications, always welcome,
and highly valued ; and mingled on this occasion with
the pleasure of seeing a dear friend, who had so lately
seen our dear friends, in such good health, and had en-
joyed the hospitality of their house, and the overflow-
ing benevolence and friendship of their hearts, with
such a cordial relish and high satisfaction. Right glad
indeed, should we have been, to have partaken of the
rich feast, which was mutually enjoyed by yourselves,

Mr. H. Mr. L. &c. Andnot less glad would we be to

have you both here again, partaking of the plain fare of
our friendship, reciprocated by the flow of your souls.
Bat whether such a desirable season of personal, pleas-
ing, interesting intercourse, is ever to be renewed, in
C——ton or in C—ionn, depends entirely on the
sovereign will and wise appointment of our Lord, in
whose hands our times are, and whose are all our ways,
and who doth all things well, whether he grants or

el
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. withholds the desires of our hearts, with respect to the
circumstances or events of this mortal life. .May he
teach us his will, and give us the experience of that pe-
culiar happiness, which is found in deing it, and in sub-
mitting to it from the heart !

We cannot express the pleasure whnchwe have felt
in hearing from time to timne, of the very comfortable
state of health to which you have been mercifully re-
stored, and which you ‘have both generally enjoyed,
since your visit to this city. May this blessing be.
long continued to you both, for your own comfort, and_
for the temporal and eternal benefit of many others ;
and especially of your dear children, and the children
of friends, towards whom you are actiog the part, of the
most affectionate and faithful parents.

Our Bible Society has succeeded much beyond my
first expectations in its favour,. Iintend sending you a
~ copy of the printed Report of its proceedings, during
the first year of its existence. Our church is blessed
with some desirable tokens of the presence and blessing
of its glorious and gracious Lord and Head. The so-
cieties meeting in our house on Wednesday evening,
have been uncommonly full, through the spring and
summer, and the attention to the religious exercises on
those occasions, has been close and solemn, and in-many
instances, especially of the young persons attending,
the most tender and serious impressions have been
manifested. Several of these, and among them, Miss
8. H. with two or three other amiable yomig ladies, are
expected to join the church on the next sacramental
season. May. these pleasing, refreshing drops, increase
to an abundant shower of grace, and many more happy
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individuals, partaking of its rich blessings, be added io
the church, among such as shall be saved.

Thursday morning, 26th. Last evening, the society
here was still larger than it has ever been before.
The number must have amounted.-to but little short of
two hundred persons, among whom were a consnderab]e
proportion of “our Episcopal uexghbours, ‘and- very
many young persons, their parents’ joy, and the rising
hopes of the church. May the Lord bless them, and
make them a seed to serve him,'and honor them as the
mstruments of transmitting the blessings of hjs - gospel
to the generatnou which is to follow them !

You have no doubt, through the channel of the news-
papers, received some information of the dreadful tor-
nado, which passed through our city, on the 10th day.
of this month ; whieh was, in the suddenness of its at-
tack, the rapidity of its progress, and the destraetion
of life and property that marked its caurse, one of
the most awful temporal calamities with which eur ity
has ever been visited.. The. terrors of the scene far
exceeded all the descriptive pawers of language ; and
imagination .itself would fain shriok from the cosntem. -
plation of them. - When we think of a multitude of the
dwellings of men, perhaps an hundred or mere, many of
which were among the fairest and strongest in our city,
assailed by the violence of this mighty whirlwind, and
shaken in an instant into heaps of ruins, or shattered
and damaged to a degree, but little short of destruc-
tion; when we think of a.number of the inhabitants of
these dwellings, exceeding at least haif a score, crush-
ed, at the same instant, down to the shades of death ;
while others scarcely escaped with paioful, if not dan-

gerous and fatal fractures and wounds ; and others again,
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were rescued from the yawning jaws of destruction
almost, if not euntirely unhurt, as by miracles ot_' mercy ;
- and ‘when we think of this destructive tornado; passing
in a space of considerable breadth, say 60 ot 70 yards,
from one extremity of our city 1o another, almost with
the rapidity of lightning, scarcely giving the alarm of
its approach, before the desolation attending. its pro-
gress was completed ; our souls cannot but still shud-
ﬂgr at the recollection of a scene so tremendous, so
distressing in its circumstances and its consequences !
* . For a detailed account of this awful calamity, I re-
fer you to the newspaper which accompanies " this, the
Times, of September 17th. This is stated to be a re-
wvised account, printed a week after the dreadful occur-
rence. It is, however, far from being very full, and in
gome instances, it is very incorrect. To 'you, howev-
er, who are so well acquainted in this city, the partic-
ulars included in this account, the best that has yet
been published, will no doubt be very interesting ; and
probably, the editors of your papers, may not bave
thought it necessary to communicate such a detailed
account in their papers ; as not supposing, that in this
form, it would command much of the attention of the
public in your region, where only a few of their read-
ers have any particular knowledge of Charleston, or
its inhabitants, It is for this reason that I send the
paper above mentioned, under the same cover with this.
On visiting Mr. R. and family, the day after the ca-
lamity, while in the survey of the very great injury
done to his spacibus and elegant mansion, and furniture,
* the eye could not fail deeply to affect the heart. It was
at the same time peculiarly consolatory and gratifying,
to hear the whole family uniting in expressions of the
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*wakmest gratitude, to the adprable Preserver of. men,
who had given them, in the ‘mids't of the ruins with
which they were sarrounded, their own lives for a prey,
without having suffered any material injury in their per-.
sons.. Mrs. R. with the. piety and humility, sa well
becoming her christian profession, and ber exemplary
liberality, in which she and her worthy husband have
long been distinguished and honorable rivals, observed,.
¢ that probably this heavy - stroke had been inflicted,
as a correction and admonition, for the purpose of ex-
citing them to make a better improvement of the posses-
sions, with which a bountiful Providence had intrusted
them, and to,do more good with them in.future, than
they had heretofore done ;> and they,one and all, con-
curred in expressing the hope, that the lives which the
‘Lord had so remarkably made his care, would be more
uareservedly devoted to him, and more faithfully em-
ployed io his service. Asinall cases, sa especially
in such seasons and circumstances, how glorious, how
amiable, does the religion of Jesus appear! Aond how
secure and happy, are his genuine friends and followers,
amidst ¢ the war of elements and the crush of worlds !**

The article in the first column of the newspaper,
which mentions the singular preservation of two young”
ladies, relates to the family of our friend, the hon.
Judge D. One of those ladies was his married daugh-
ter, Mrs. G. who was daily looking out for the period of
ber confinement, which took place very soon after she
was rescued from the ruins of the fallen chambers, with
which she was for a time completely covered, and un-
der which she was not discovered, by her astonished
and distressed husband, and parents, and family, until
she was enabled to speak, and begged them not to step
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on her. She was not lying on the bed, but, hav-
ing gone out of her chamber into the drawing room,
where most of the family were together, in order to in-
quire what was the cause of the alarm, which was at.
first supposed to be a dreadful ‘fire, she had just enter-
ed her chamiber again, at the N. E. corner of the house,
when shg met the glass of the windows, driven furiously
-all over the rcom, and hastened towards the head of
the bed, for the purpose of sheltering herself with the
pillows from the injury, which she apprehended from
the fragments of glass, and of the broken sashes. The
pegro girl, about 15 or 16 years of age, who was killed
by her side, had run under the bed at the same time,
to avoid the same danger ; and her sister Eliza, the
next daughter younger than Miss C. had but just entered
the chamber, when an immense stack of chimnies, con-
taining five or six funnels, was precipitated through the
. roof of the house, bringing along with it the floor and
ceiling of the garret, directly over this chamber, which,
with the several persons, and all the articles in it, was
immediately added to the falling mass, and the whole
accumulated weight, descending to the fleor of the
room below, carried that also with all its contents,
down to the cellar, which was used as a kitchen. * Out
of the lower room, one of the younger sons of the fami-
ly had fled but a moment before, and in his fright
and baate, fell over the sill of the door, where one of
his feet was just grazed by some of the falling materi-
als ; and out of the kitchen cellar, an elderly black wo-
man, the cook of the family, had run to see where the
supposed fire was, and a negro fellow, who heard the
crash above, had the presence of mind to jump out of
the window, in the very instant before the place war



' LETTERS. 409

filled with the descending ruins. In the midst of these
rums, some of the furniture of Mrs, G’s chamber, di-
rected by the invisible hand of her Almighty and most
gracious Protector, had t%llen around and over her in
such a manner, as to defend her in a great measure
 from. the bricks, and the pieces of timber, which would
otherwise, probably, have overwhelmed her with in-
stant destruction. - She suffered only some flesh bruises,
which she scarcely felt at: first, but which have since
been attended with considerable pain, but from which.
it is hoped she will be soon happily relieved. Her
unborn infant, a fine son, escaped unhurt. Her sister
E. was but slightly bruised, though much more alarm--
ed and agitated than herself. Through the broken
roof, and the now tremendous void space between
that and the cellar, the rain, which followed the tornado,
poured down like a torrent, by which Mrs. G. and
the family, anxiously engaged in looking for her, and in
.extricating her from her most distressing and perilous
situation, were almost as effectually drenched, as-if -
they had been plunged into a river. Yet from this
circumstance, neither she nor any of the family, T be-
" lieve, has suffered any injury. In a word, the circum-
ltancel of this very respectable and amiable family, on
this solemn ‘occasion, were peruharly affecting and in-
teresting. The alarm and the distress, the preserva-
tion and the dehverance experienced, were equally re-
markable. Amidst the terrors of a scene unspeakably
~awful, what wonders of divine power and mercy were
displayed ? The hearts of the family generally, and
especially of the worthy affectionate parents, have been,
as you may well suppose, very tenderly and deeply

lmpressed with the sentiments of reverence, adoration,
52

~
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and gratitude, towards Him who directed and controll-
ed the storm, who in the midst of judgment, remem-
bered and shewed mercy, in a manper so remarkable,
and so wonderful ! May. their souls rejoice in his salva-
tion, spiritual as well as temporal, and all their lives be
praise ! This- awful and destructive tornado, passed
within less than an hundred yards of our house, at the
intersection of Tradd Street, on which we live ; and
King Street, to the eastward of us, where it did some
damage, in blowing down part of a brick wall of the
garden, and blowing off some of the slate or shingles
from the roof of the house. We distinctly heard the
l ‘tremendous roaring of this mighty wind, from its first
entrance, and the commencement of its ravages in our
-city. The sound was like that of many carriages, rat-
tling over a rough pavement, or rather like that of many
chimnies on fire, and in full blaze at the same time.
We at first supposed it to be thunder, and then appre-
hended that a dreadful fire had bursted forth in the
house of our near neighbour, or in our own house im-
mediately over our heads : and then we saw a multi-
tude of slates, which had been hurled through the air
from Mr. R’s buildings, mingled with shingles and
pieces of broken laths, and rafters, &c. from other
“houses near to us, falling in an horrid shower, all arouna
our habitation ; while we knew not yet the cause of all
this wild uproar, and of these alarming appearances,
our astonishment and agitation, you may well suppose,
were wery great ; neverindeed greater, if ever equalled,
on any other occasion. The desolation made in our
city, was completed in a very few minufes, and we re-
mained for some time in a state of painful suspense,
before we were informed of the nature, and the ex-
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tent of the calamity. Oh, how peculiarly merciful
and kind was the protecting care of our God, * who
was our refuge, and covered us with the shadow of his
wings, until this calamity was ‘overpast;’’ and suffered
not “ the evil to fall upon our persons, nor to come nigh,
or pearer to our dwelling!”” May our lives, and all
the personal and domestic comforts of them, be hence-
forth consecrated with increased gratitude, affection,
and zeal, to the service and glory of the God of our sal-
vation and of our mercies ! .

On tlie following sabbath, I endea\oured 1o stir up
my own heart, and to engage the ﬁgarts of my numer-
ous hearers, to some suitable religious improvement
of this awful visitation of divine Providence, in a dis-
course on the 8th verse of the xlvi. Psalm. ¢ Come
and behold the works of the Lord, what desolations he
hath made in the earth !> The audience was remark-
ably attentive and solemn, and the minds of many, it is
hoped, were usefully impressed. How desirable
would it be, if the inhabitants of our city generally, all
of whom have seen;, and many of whom have deeply
felt the judgments of God, which have been abroad
among us, would now learn righteousness ; would now
.repent and turn from all their transgressions’; so that
iniquity may. not yet be their ruin! And may the
Lord grant us his grace, to dispose and constrain us to
« return unto Him, who hath smitten and torn us, that
be may heal and bind us up’’ again ; and by a glorious -
revival of his work of grace, and display of his . sal-
vation among us, give us  to see good, according to
the days in which we have seen evil !”’

Yours, very affectionately,
o 1SAAC 8. KEITH,
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TO MRS. H.

ON THE DEATH OF HER HUSBAND.

CHARLESTON, JUNE 29, 1818,

Thue interesting communication from the pem
of Mrs. T. under date of April 27th, informing us of the
beavy affliction with which it bad pleased the Lord to
visit you, our dear friend, by taking from you, with a
stroke, your dear and excellent hushand, we received
in due courseby mail. I much regret, that the due ac-
knowledgment of that letter has been so long delayed.
This has been occasioned, partly by my absence in the
country, and partly by long continued bodily indisposi-
tion, produced by a severe cold, which has unfitted me
for almost any active exertion, and has made the labour
of writing, especially, extremely irksome to me.
My health is now, through mercy, a little better; but
when in the best state, in which I have enjoyed it for a
considerable time past, it is very infirm and delicate ; ;
and thus-it is adapted to remind me, that « the time is
~ short,” and to renew from day to day, with a sirong

impression, the solemn admonmon, “ Be thou also
ready !’
Such inatruction and admomhon have been of late, in-

- deed, particularly enforced, as with * line -upon_ line,”
by the deaths of some near and highly valued connex-
ions and friends ; especially a beloved sister in Penn-
sylvania, and of several of my brethren in the ministry.
Considering the comparatively small number of gospel

.
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ministers in this country, an unusual proportion died in
the course of the past summer and fall. And since
your visit to the southward, no lesa than three of that
little band of pious and worthy brethren, who then fre-
quently met and spent many pleasing, improving, social
hours together here, and at the same time, mingled
their anxions bepevolept feelings, and prayers, and ef-
forts, for accomplishing an obiect most important and
desirable fo individuals, and to the church of Christ
our Lord, have ceased from their lahours, and gone to -
the rest which remaineth for-the people of God. First -
Dr. Abeel, of New York, then Dr. Clarkson, of John’s
Island, in September last ; and now, your dear Mr. H,
whose memory will be long affectionately clierished by
many here, as well as by many more, nearer the scenes
of his principal labours and usefulness.

That season, remarkable for the meeting of several
of the- worthiest’ and best ministers of the northern
churches, in this southern region, and made peculiarly
pleasant to us by the company of such good and agreea-
ble friends, bow soon did it passaway ! And how eften
has it. been since recollected, with the varions mingled
emotions of pleasure, of regret, and of apprehension ; the
apprehension that it was not, in al! its circumstances, {0
be ever renewed on earth ; as it was not probable that
we should all meet again on this side of the eternal
world. That apprehension has been painfully realized,
once and again, in the cases of those who were in the
succeeding seasons summoned away ; and now, in the
case of your dear husband, who has followed them, and
_again met with them, before the throne of their commeon
Lord, in his heavenly kingdom ! Happy they, who
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have thus entered into the joy of their Lord, while we
are yet left to mourn here below !

Your sorrows, my dear friend, under the bereaving
stroke of the holy hand of God, which has fallen so
heavily upon you, are shared by the affectionate, sym-
pathizing hearts of a number of kind friends here, as
well as by our own. But none, I believe, experience
indeed has taught me to believe that nome, excepting
‘those who have felt it, can properly estimate the great-
ness and poignancy of the affliction, invelved in the
loss of the best of friends, long enjoyed in the nearest
and tenderest of all mortal connexions, and possessed
in an high degree of the qualifications which made them
the most desirable and valuable companions and-help-
ers, in all the variety of circumstances and interests,
pertaining to life and godliness. They who are called
to suffer such a loss as this, have reason indeed to say,
“ I am the person that has seen affliction.” Such is
* ' the language which you have now: learned by experi-

ence, to adopt as your own ; and the paioful import of
it, you will feel for a long time to come, and often with
increased emotions, when you reflect, that the face
once so pleasant to behold, you will no more see in the
~land of the living ; that the interchange of hearts, of
joys, of sorrows, and cares, and the sweet counsels
taken together in the ways of God ; in shorf, the vari-
ous hours and instances of intimate, social, friendly,
christian intercourse, will recur no more ; that his ex-
~ ample of an humble and close walk with God, of sin-
cere and fervent piety, of faithfalness to God and man,
in scenes of active duty in public and private, and of
 calm submission te the divine will, under sufferings and
trials, will shine no more before you and others, for
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Yyour and their instruction, encouragement, and comfort ;
and that no more will his beart, with his yoice} be lifted
up at the mercy seat, in prayer for you and your child-
ren ; for the church, his country, and the world. Rut
why should I thus open afresh the wounds of your
bleeding heart, by reminding you of the greatness, the
extent of your loss ? Rather let me attempt to sooth
- and alleviate the anguish and bitterness of your soul,
which must be felt, when such recollections are exclu-
sively indulged, by reminding you what reason you
have at the same time, for consolation and thankfulness,
" a8 you have not been.called te sorrow, like one having
no hope, for your dear departed friend ; but on the
contrary, to be comforted, and to rejoice on his account,
‘in the persuasion that he now rests from his labours
and trials on earth, and has entered into the joy,
“the full and everlasting joy of his Lord, in heaven ! {
Take then your harp from the willows, and with sub.
mission and gratitude, with tears of joy, and the antici-
pations of hope, sing away your sorrows, believing and
persuaded, that - »
¢t His months of affliction are o’ex;.
* His days and his nights of distress 3

You see him in anguish no more,
He’s gained his happy release.

No sickness, or soﬁow, or pain,

Shall ever disquiet him now';

For death to his spirit was gain,~ . .
Since Christ was his life when below.”

And now when the earthen vessel, to which the rich
treasure of the gospel was cemmitted, and which con-
tained e0 many of your sweetest and best mortal com-
forts, is broken ; how great also is the consolation, on
‘your own account secured to you, by the everlasting
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" covenant of grace, while it assures you, that the Lord,
the ever living, all sufficient, and unchanging God, is
your Friend and Saviour, your ref"nge and portion in
the land of the living ; that he will never leave you nor
forsake you, but will be found ready, by his gracious
presence, to fill the great and wide breach, which he
has made in your social, mortal comforts. Heisready
to turn the tears of your present monrning, info songs
of everlasting joy and praise, by making this affliction,
which nature feels to be great and heavy, but which
faith, contemplating it in the view of eternity, pronounces
to be light and but for a moment, not only yield
to you the present peaceable fruit of righteousness,
but work out for you a far more exceedmg and eteraal -
weight of future glory. '

But what can I suggest,adapted to give your thoughti
their right direction, or to .sooth your sorrows, which
is not already familiar to your own mind? Long have
you, as I trust and believe, been taught of God, by
his word and Spirit, to understand, and with an approv-
ing, adoring heart, to acknowledge, that he is righteous
in all his ways, and holy in all his works ; that he doth
no wrong to any of his creatures, and that as he doth
all things well on the great scale, so in his infinite wis-
dom, grace and love, he orders and sanctifies all things
to work for good, to them. that love him ; and long, as

I doubt not, have you found by experience, that all
the paths of the Lord towards you have been mercy

~ and truth, while many of those things, which for awhile
seemed to be most against you, have at length, appear-
ed to be most favourable in their tendency and ef-
fects, to the promotion of your best interests, your

“spiritual interests at least, if not ' your temporal. Let
your faith and persuasion of these things, be now strong,
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and grow still stronger and stronger, and in the multi-
tude of your troubled, anxious thoughts within you, let
the comforts resulting from the firm belief of these
things, still delight your soul. ' .
And may He to whom it belongs to give peace effec-

tually back to you,\ afllicted . and destitute, as 'you may
now feel yourself, ta say from the heart, and with a cor-
dial satisfaction, the Lord is my portion, therefore will
I hope in him, yea, I will still joy in the God of my sal-
vation. Thou shalt guide me with thy coansel, and
by thy providence ixnd grace, in the right and best way,
through the changing scenes of mortality, the darkest
and most perplexing, as well as the more pleasing and
comfortable, and afterward receive me to glory. To
the word and to the Spirit of his grace, I commend you 3
and it is my earnest prayer, that while youn have the
' conso[a(iq@o‘f knowing, that in covenant faithfulness,
and for $64r present spiritual profit, and the advance-
ment of your future eternal joy, the Lord has afflicted
yous; your dear children also, who are sharers with you
. in your affliction, and who are spared, I trust, to be in
various ways comforters fo you, may. “know that it is
good for them to-be thus afflicted, while this severe af-
fliction, through the supply of ‘the spirit of Christ, is
made to turn to their salvation. When forsaken or de-
pnved of so Valugble a father, whose counsels and
prayers, were so affectionately employed -and contin-
ued for their present and eternal welfare, let their hearts
_ be the more earnestly engaged in praying for themselves,
tbat the Loord their heavenly Father, may take them.
up, and be their guide and guardian, their friend and
Sauour, and sanctify them as seed that shall'serve him,

~and be accounted to the Lord for a generatlon, which
53
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he will delight to bless and to honor. May the Lord
indeed bless them, and make them blessings ; and pre-
pare and engage them to follow one parent, ‘already
gone to inherit the promises of grace fulfilled in glory,
and to accompany another, “ Yet marching through
Immanuel’s ground, to fairer world’s on high.”

The bereaved church and congregation, lately fa-
voured with his ministerial services, will, I hope, re-
. ceive admonition from the frowning Providence, which
has thue deprived them of thé many inestimable bless-
ings included in a faithful gospel ministry ; while they
will, I trust, feel that it is their duty. to bow with submis-
sion to the sovereign will of the Lord, who has an ab-
solute right, whenever he pleases to remove froma peo-
ple, the pastor whom he had appointed to watch for
- their souls, and to call out of his vineyard a faithful
labourer, who before he had borne the burden and heat
of the day, so long as some others have done, were
called home to their rest and reward. And let them,
now with united hearts and fervent prayers, leok up to
the great Head of the church, who has smitten them,
that he may heal them, that he may sanctify to them
the heavy afflictive stroke with which he has visited
them, and speedily send them another pastor after his
own heart, who shall feed them with the knowledge of
the pure gospel, and by a worthy example of christian
faith and piety, - go before them in the way to glory,
honor and immortality. -

In a poor state of health, and under the debnhtanng
effects of very warm weather, I have, with an evident
want of mental vigor, and no small degree of bodily
fatigue, extended this letter to an unexpected and in-
convenient length. - After so long a delay, let it be
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kindly accepted as a proof, that 1 had not forgotten you
in your afflictions, but was still dlsposed if I had health
and spirits, to express my tender sympathy for you,
and to be the minister of consolation to you.

Since we bave heard of the alarming state in which
New Loundon has been placed, we have feared that you
and others at Norwich, may not only hear the dreadful
sound of war so near you, but may be involved in some
of its conflicts, or calamities. Should your hearts be
in danger. of being overwhelmed, may you be enabled,
with a strong faith, to resort to the rock that is higher
than you, and find that Jehovah is a shelter for you,‘
and a strong tower from the enemy : and trusting in
the covert of his wings, may you fiod that he will keep
you in perfect peace, because youtrust in him, and
your mind and heart are stayed upqh him.. ‘Hitherto,
we in this city and the adjacent country, have felt the
waronly, or chiefly in the way of commercial losses
and privations, the stagnation of almost all kinds of bu-
siness, and the consequent difficulties to which many of
the labouring and poorer classes especially, are reduc-
ed. ‘But if'it continues much longer, we have reason to
apprehend that our city will -have some experience of -
what others have already deeply felt, that the battle of
the warrior is with confused noise, and garments “rolled
in blood. Oh that the Lord would give to our rulers,
and to our nation, an heart deeply humbled in true re-
pentance vader his* mighty hand, and disposed to turn
from our abounding transgressions, that iniquily may
not yet be our ruin ; and that he may be entreated by
the prayers of the vighteous, throughout evur land, and .
for the Redeemer’s sake, to pardon our manifold na-
tional sins, to turn away all his anger from us, ta deliver
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us from the dreadful scourge of war, and to restere to
us the blessinga of a desirable and lasting peace !

Our church here, received during the past year, an '
addition of about eighty members ; among these was
your and our friend Mr. O. last fall, as well as Mrs. o
in the spring preceding. They are both truly worthy
and excellent persons, and are now, I trust, with vnited
"hearts, travelling toa better country, even an heavenly.

Be 50 good as to make my apology to Mrs. T. for
my not writing a direct answer to her excellent letter.
It was read by a number of friends here, with the liveli-
est interest, and the tenderest sympathy. "The state of
my health and spirits which have so long delayed this,
have prevent,éd my answering hers in any other way,
than in this communication ta you. Though not per-
sonally acquainted with Mrs. T. her'letter bas taught us
to esteem and love her. And as she bas been sensibly
afflicted in yeour afflictions, may our gracious Lord,
wake her a sharer with you in his sanctifyiog grace, -
and in his consolations, which are not small !

The expression of your dear M’s love, and good
wishes as well as your own, is very acceptable to us.
‘We hope.she will know, by happy experience, the mean-
ing of those importaot words of the best of friends, «F
love them that love me, and those that seek me early,
‘shall find me.”

Mrs. K. reminds me that she has not writien fo you,
as she believes, although I thought she had, since the
death of her sister T who died on the 22d of Septem-
ber last, afler a lingering and painful illness. All who
have had opportunity, have desired us to expréss to
you their affectionate regards, and tender sympathy.
You would very much oblige us by writing as soon, as
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practicable, very particularly relative to Mr. H’s last

scene, &c. and concerning your children. .
'Fo the mercy and grace of God, in Christ Jesus our

Lord, you and they, are aﬂ'ecuonately commended, by

your cordial fnends,
, 1. 8. AND J. KEITH.

v

B X2 e

‘TO REY. DR. M,

CHARLESTON, JULY 4, 1809,

MY DEAR FRIEND,

Amipsr the rmgmg of bells; and the roarmg
of cannon, and all the parade, and bustle, and noise,
with which this anniversary of a day so important, and

0 glorious to America, is celebrated here, as it is
doubtless, in like manner, in a thousand other places,
I am now seated in the tranquil recess of my sludy ; and
have tak_en up my pen, for the purpose of scrawling a
. few lines to you. L congratulate you on the return of
this auspicious day, in circumstances adapted to diffuse.

the liveliest gratitude and joy, V\‘tbrpwghout the great
- people and vast territory of these United States. To
every geauine reflecting patriot, the usual satisfactions
of this day must be greatly heightened, by the recol-
lection of the dark and portentous clouds, which were
'latqu‘seen resting and spreading farther and wider upon
our prospects ; and by the consideration of the bright
and pleasing scene, which ¢ the good hand of our God
upon us,” has again opened to our view. The Lord hath
indeed again done great things for us, whfreof allameng:
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us, who truly love our country, must be glad. Among

the thousands, and tens of thousands; who will this day -
express their joy on account of these things, in pealing,

and firing, and eating and drinking, and toasting and

carousing, how many will be found disposed to of- -
fer the thanksgivings of a grateful heart, to the God of

our mercies, to rejoice in Him as the source of their

pereonal and social happiness, and in the prayer of

faith, to commend themselves and their country, and

the church, to his care and keeping, expecting safety and

prosperity for the time to come, only under his smiles,

and through his blessing ? Many such, I trust, there

are dispersed through this great community. May the

Lord increase their number, how many soever they

may be, an hundred fold ! For these are every where

the truly excellent of the earth; and they are the

chief glory and strongest bulwark of every land.

¥ K kR ¥ K *

A second Presbyterian church, as I believe I have
already intimated to you, has been lately formed in this
city, partly out of the old Scotch congregation, and
partly by persons who have not heretofore been close-
ly connected with any charch in this city. These peo-
ple have called, and lately settled, the Rev. A. F. as
their pastor, with a salary of $2000 ; and they have
been very successful in obtaining subasctiptions, to the
amount of about 35,000, for building an house of wor-
ship. This is to be of brick, 90 feet by 70, with a
steeple, &c. The foundation is already laid, and the
work will be carried on with all practicable despatch.
I know mot that the appearances of real vital religion,
are yet more promlsmg in this new congregation, than
they have been for a long time in the old Presbyterian
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congregation. But as Mr. F. is censidered as a pious
man, and an evangelical preacher, it is hoped that he
may prove a blessing to them, in promoting the knowl-
edge and practice of pure and undefiled religion among
them. Mr. F. has lately sailed for the northward, in-
tending to spend the summer abroad ; and supposing
it probable that he may visit Boston, I have given him
a letter of introduction to you ; and I expect that you
will have an opportunity of hearing him preach, and of
being informed of many things respecting us here, that
I cannot now write. The hazards of the summer sea-
son in this climate, and especially in this city, to afam-
ily with northern constitutions, form a serious item in
the calculations that should be made on this subject.
How often have my fondest wishes and favourite plans,
been disappointed ? What a privilegé is it to be '
brought at length by the smarting discipline of infinite
Wisdom, cheerfully to acquiesce in the will and dispo-
sal of God, who alone knows what is best for us, and
who doth all things well, not only on the great scale,
but for ‘every individual of his peculiar and beloved
people and faithful servants !  Asall things shall assur-
edly work for good to them that love Gad ; if we love
our God and Saviour in sincerity, we may then rest as-
~ sured, that if there be any other situation in the world,
that would be on the whole better for us, than that in
which we are now placed, he will, in the proper timé
and way, conduct us into it ; and if there be not, then -
we may console and encourage oﬁrsglvéé with the per-
snasioh,-that abiding with him where we now are, he
will be with us, furnish us with strength according to
our day, ‘and ‘emable us acéept’ably to serve and glorify

vl
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him, till he shall remove us to glorify, and enjoy him
for ever in heaven.

1 am much pleased to hear of the hopeful beginnings,
and promising prospects, of your Theological Institu-
tion. Under the smiles and blessings of heaven, may
it grow and flourish more and mere ! '

We are very much gratified with the affectionate re-
membranee of our warm friend R. united with that of
his parents. May the Lord bless the lad, and make
him a blessing! By his Bible, with the teaching of the
spirit of truth and grace, I hope he will be made wise
to salvation, through faith in Christ Jesus. Thus may
he, and your other dear boys, be blessed indeed, and
for ever. Let us be respectfully mentioned to all in-
quiring friends, and assure yourselves of your living in

the hearts of .
1. S. AXD J. KEITH.

—osto— .

TO REV MR. P.

CHARLESTON, AUGUST 6, 1810,
MY DEAR FRIEND,

Your favour, under date July 11th, was du-
ly received, at the same time with one from Mrs. M.
to Mrs. K. Mrs. K. will endeavour ere long to recip-
rocate Mrs. M’s favour. For yours, accept my sin-
cere thanks. I was much gratified in receiving and
perusing it ; and fo both of us it was very pleasing to
find that you and Mrs. P. with the children, had been
faveured with so prosperous and expeditious a passage
by sea, and journey by land, that in the space of 2

L4
.
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fortnight after you left C—ton, you should have it
in your power to write to me from C——town ; and
there in the hospitable mansion of our mutual worthy
friends, to tell us of their welfare; of that of their fami-
ly, and that your own health is improving. Has your
gratitude in adl its proper feelings and expressions,
kept pace with the rich varlefy, and rapid succession
of the goodn_ess and mercy of the Lord, which have at-
tended and followed you and yeurs ? I presume you
think that it is well for you, that though this is your
most reasonable and pleasant. duty, yet on this are yon
not to found your hopes, of the mercy and grace, which
you still need to make the rest of your way prasper-
ous and comfortable. Where you do not adequately
praise, aid love, and obey, you may acceptably repent
and believe, and repenting and believing, you-may still
hope, in and through that divine Mediator, who is the
Lord, your righteousness and strength. For his sake,
may the God of your mercies still preserve your going
out and ceming in, and assure your heart that He is
with yon to keep you in all places, through which you
Pass, until he bring you again in peace to your home
and church; and then give you the disposition, to-
gether with the occasion for saying, “ Return unto thy
rest, O my soul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully
with thee ! \

The variegated, beautiful, maa‘mﬁ(‘ent scenery,
through which you have passed, and with which you
will be almost continually surrounded in the northern
and middle States, must be highly interesting to your
imagination and feelings ; and the air and exercise,
which you are enjoying on so agreeable a tour, will, [

trust, have the most favourable mﬂuence, on tho im-
54
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provement of your health and constitution. If you find
preaching does not injure yourself, be not reluctant to
do all the good which may be in your power, in this
way to others. But let not the easiness of your tem-
per, be prevailed on by any importunity, to relieve any
lasy brethren, especially by labours beyond your pres-
ent strength, and which would prevent or retard that
increase of strength, which you should endeavour to
acquire while abroad, with the viewof spending it again
in the service, and for the benefit of your own people at
home.. - '

The season here, excepting eight or ten days, about
the middle of July, when the weather was extremely
warm and dry, has been on the whole the most pleas-
ant that I have ever enjoyed in Carolina ; and the city
has continued hitherto very healthy. Ob, that we
would praise the Lord for his mercies ; and render
again to him according to- the benefits received from
him !

The affairs of our church remain much in the same
state in which you left them. What the issue will be,
ie known only to the great Head of the church. May
He bring good out of evil, and overrule all circum-
stances, however adverse and threatening they may ap-
pear, to work for the good of his church, which he has
bought with his blood, and which he cherishes with the
most watchful and tender solicitude as the apple of his
eye. And we mnay rest assured, that in his everlasting
and unchangeable love to it, he will disappoint every
weapon formed against it by its enemies ; and correct
every error of its friends, so that learning wisdom under
the digcipline of his hanq, as well as by the teaching of



!

LETTERS., . 427

his word and spirit, they may belter understand the
proper methods of promoting its interests.

- Before you left this place, I believe, the constitution
of the Bible Society was adopted. An election of the
Board of Managers took place on the 10th of July ;
the result of which you may probably see in some of
‘the newspapers.. On the several subscription papers,
the names of about 300 members, and funds to the a-
mount of about $2500 have been procured. There
are about 20 life subscribers, of $50 each. On the
listin my hands, there have been received twelve of these
" life subscribers, and about an hundred other subscri-
bers, and cash to the amount of $1¥20; and all except-
ing theé instances of a very few who sent to me their
names and their money, within the limits of our own
congregations, from whom I'expect still some consid- -
erable additions. * K k¥ % -

Adieu, - 1SAAC 8. KEITH,

T et S O

‘T0 REV. DR. S.
CHARLESTON, MAY 3, 1791, TUESDAY.
REV. AKD DEAR FATHER,

Tais is Jubilee week in Charleston. Al-
most all business is suspended, and joy and rejoicing
universally prevail. This you would naturally expect

" on the present occasion ; when you hear that the illus-
trious and beloved President of the United States is
now among us. He arrived here yesterday about one
‘o’clock. In his way he had to cross a ferry on Cooper
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river at its junction with the bay of Charleston, three
miles wide from Haddrell’s point to the city. Over
this he was conveyed in an elegant barge, displaying a
splendid flag of the United States, and rowed by thir-
teen American captains of vessels, all dressed in a
beautiful uniform of sky blue silk jackets. Their oars.
moved in concert with a band of music, playing all the
way. Sloops, schooners, pettiaugers, and boats of va-
rious descriptions, to the number of perhaps two and
three score, freighted with ladies, gentlemen, &c. &c.
attended the barge that was honored with the impor-
tant and distinguished trust of carrying the President,
and constituted a fine fleet, which, in the eyes of the cit-
izens of Charleston, appeared incomparably more glori-
ous and charming, than all the royal nary of Great
Britain, which filled their port and the neighbouring riv-
ers, during the years of the-late revolution. The at-
mosphere was clear and serene, the sun shone brightly,
without any excess of heat ; and the water was gently
and agreeably moved by a sweet refreshing breeze.
On turning a point of land near the city, which brought
the fleet full in view of the inhabitants, a federal salute
was fired by a ship prepared for that purpose in the
barbour. All the vessels in the harbour, were dressed
as gaily as their respective wardrobes would permit.
The numbers and variety of péople who filled the ves-
sels, decks and tops, the wharves, the streets, the
doors, the windows, the balconies, and even some of
the roofs of the houses, you can more easily imagine
than I can describe. When the barge arrived at the °
wharf, the President was received and welcomed on
shore and in Charleston, by the Governar and Lieut.
Governor, the principal officers of the Union. and of

~
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the St;te, and by the foreign consuls, aud escorted by a
guard of militia, well equipped and dressed in handsome
uniform ; under a loud peal of huzzas from the surround-
ing crowd : and now a feu de joy was fired by the corps
of artilery paradedin Bay-street, opposite to the place of
landing. This corps, which served their country with
great honor during the late war, made a truly military,
and very respectable appearance. They are also mili-
tia, composed of the citizens. From the place of
landing, the President, now attended by the honorable
company by which he was first received, proceeded up
to. Bay-street, adjoining the wharf; and thence led a
procession formed of the different orders of citizens,
whose stations had been previously assigned by lot ;
except that of the clergy, to whom the honor was giv-
‘en of walking next after the President and principal of-
ficers of government and foreign ministers, The pro-
cession moved along Bay-street, till the head of it ad- |
vanced to the Exchange. Then the President, accom-

" panied by the Governor, and those who immediately

followed, including the clergy, ascended the steps of

the Exchange, and took bis station on an elevated and

spacious platform, which belongs to that elegant build-

ing. Here another feu de joy was fired by the artille-

ry, accompanied by a loud and general huzza, huzza,

huzza. Here the rest of the procession passed by,

down the same street, and had all an opportunity of

seeing and saluting the Pfésideht,v' and receiving the
honors of his bows and smiles. And here all the com.

pany attending around him, had the honor and pleas-

ure of taking him by the hand. After this ceremony,
he with his attendants, descended again into the street ;

and then the procession facing about, the rear became

~

L
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the front of those who had remained in the street ; and .
in this order they followed him and the preceding com-
pany along Broad-street, as far as to Church-street,
and then down Church-street nearly the distance of a
square, to the house provided for his accommodation,
during his stay in the city ; and there with three more
cheers, they left him to repose himself, till the hour of
dinner. He dined in a private manner, with the Gov-
ernor and a few official.gentlemen, and select friends.
To-day at 4 o’clock he is to partake of a public dinner
at the Exchange, given by the Intendant and Wardens,
at the expense of the city. To-morrow, he is to dine
with the society of Cincinnati; the next day with
the Governor in public ; the next.day with Major
Butler, one of our Senators in Congress ; and the
next day with the Chamber of commerce, or merchants.
of Charleston. Several addresses are to be presented
to him, which with his answers, you will no' doubt, in
due season, see in your papers ; and through the same
chanuel, you will prohably be favoured with a much bet-
ter history of the transactions which I have attempted
to detail, than is contained in this hastily and carelessly
written letter. - Thus has it been done, and thus is it
proposed to be done to the man, whom the people of
Charleston, with an affection and zeal in which they
are not exceeded by any of the citizens of the United
States, delight to honor. That the ladies too, may
have an opportanity of enjoying the pleasure of his
presence among them, of paying their respects, and
testifying their love to him, and of displaying all their
charms of beauty, dress, and address before him, there
is to be a splendid ball in a magnificent ‘apartment of
the Exchange, on Wednesday evening ; -and a grand
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concert on another evening. The ornaments provided
for the embellishment of the lovely persons of many
of our fair citizens on these occasions, are, as I am
told, extremely rich and superb ; probably in many
degrees above the taste of so plain a Virginia planter,
as the worthy GEorce WasnineToN. There are in
particular, many ribbons included among these orna-
meunts, painted with miniature likenesses of the Presi-
dent, or the initials of his name ; and the words, Long
live the President : and, He comes, the Hero comes,
&c. &c. which, if I mistake not, will appear to his mod-
esty and delicacy more flattering than pleasing. On
the whole you may rest assured that no preparations
or exertions, which our circumstances will, or will not
allow, have been wanting, to render this joyous occa-
sion one of the most brilliant eras, in the history of
the splendours and rejoicings of Charleston. But ah !
on Monday next, the 8th of May, after a stay of only
one short week, the President; who has been the great
cause, and the principal lustre of all this bright scene,
is to bid us a long farewell, and proceed on his journey
to Georgia ; and leave us to proceed in our old walks
of business and care, which are now generally relin-
quished for the more attractive pursuits of amusement,
and pleasures of festivity. From Georgia, the Presie
dent is to return through the interior country, to his
own seat, and finally to your city, I suppose, in the
fall. May God protect, and guide, and bless him ; till
the course of his useful life is finished ; and then add
to all the bonors which he has received from his fellow
men on earth, the infinitely higher and more lasting
honors included in that sentence of the great Judge
of all, «“ Well done good and faithful servant: Thou

-
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hast been faithful over a few things ; T will make thee
ruler over many things ; enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord.”

1 thought to have finished my epistle here 5 but I
must go on a little further, as I have yet taken no no-
tice of your last favour, of the 6th of April. I now
thank you for this, as I have heretofore done for all
your former epistolary favours. Do not fear that you
will ever write too often, or too much at a time. We
are never tired, but always much gratified with reading
your paternal letters : and it will be our fault, if they
are noi useful to us, as they always confain some good
advice ; and hints for profitable improvemeat.

Is it ot in this month that the General Assembly of
your church meets ? Is it well attended ; and does it
promise to answer the purposes of its institution? Isus-
pect that upon trial, it will be found, that in the forma-
tion of that body, and the arrangement of the subordin-
ate synods, the peculiar situation of our country, its ex-
tended bounds, &c. have not been duly consulted.
Does not the General Assembly appear to be rathertoo
few in number, to execute with adequate authority and
dignity, all the great business that comes before it ; and
are not the subordinate synods neglected, as of too lit-
tle consequence to be attended by any but those who
live near the place of meeting? T have heard sugges-
tions of this kind ; and from circumstances, there seems
to be reason to conclude that they are too well found-
ed. From long habit, I feel a strong inclinafion at this
season to visit Philadelphia, and attend your church
Judicatories. But distance now preclndes every hope
of realizing my wishes, in the manner which I could
formerly do it. Here are no such opportunities of at-
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tending the meetings of clerical brethren, as occur
among you: and I think the want of these a considera-
ble disadvantage of my present situation. But my
situation is in so many other respects, so much more
desirable, than in my former place of residence, that I
have hitherto seen daily reason to be thankfut to a kind
Providence and his instruments, for pointing out and
accomplishing the change.. -

Assure my dear mother and all the branches of the
family, of my continued esteem and affectionate re-
gards, in which a beloved father also shares, as-largely
as he can wish. 1 endeavour daily to remember you
all at the throne of grace, and hope you will not there
forget your children. =
' 1. 8. AND H. KEITH,

et S 6 e

GHARLESTON, JULY 15, 1811.

TO MR. ANDREW P. GREADY,
*
{n!StDEN‘T OF THE CONGREGATIONAL SOCIETY.

-

BEAR SIR,

, I 11ave been favoured with the very friendly
letter, which as President, and in behalf of ¢ The Con-
gregational Society for Religious Worship,” you
lately addressed to me, and in which you politely ex-
press their wish, that I would consider myself as a mem-
‘ber ; at least an honorary one, of the society ; and that
1 would place my name on the list of the subscribers to

its rules. .
. 55

rd

5
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Accept, dear sir, for yourself.and the society, my
grateful acknowledgments for the honor thus done me.
In compliance with their desire, I have added my sig-
nature to the rules; and I feel myself, together with
my family, cordially disposed to attend the meelings
of the sociely, when circumstances may allow us that
pleasure. But from my various engagements, the im-
perfect state of my health, and the place and seasons
of meeting, that will probably be most convenient to
the members generally, I am apprebeunsive, that 1 shall
but rarely have it in my power to attend with them.

The very small services which I have rendered to-
wards the establishment and organization of the society,
they have much too highly appreciated. There seeoa-
ed, indeed, but little need or room for any aid, which I
could contribute to the laudable undertaking; as, in
my view, it appeared to be conducted, by those most
immediately concerned, and engaged in it with a spirit
of christain zeal and discretion, which promised,
through the blessing of God, the most desirable result.

The pious design met, at once, my entire approba-
tion, and my heart has felt an high gratification in the
success, which has thus far attended the counsels and
efforts, which bave been employed for realizing the im-
portant benefits contemplated.

The Lord your God and Saviour, will, I trust, * es-
tablish and prosper this work of your hands, in which
you have hopefully engaged, with a view to his glory, in
the promotion of the great interests of your own souls,
and the advancement of his cause in the world, as far as
your influence and usefulness can be extended, inthe sta-
tions which you occupy in the church, and in the commu-
nity. ¢ The Lord will assuredly be with you, while you
are with him.”  And as you would expect his presence

-~
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and favour, let it be still your leading aim, and your
most solicitous care, that the great < name of your God
may, inall respects, be glorified in and by you, through
Jesus Christ your Lord” and mediator: and that you
may maintain and cultivate a spirit of love, and harmo-
ny among yourselves ; ever studying ¢ to walk worthy
of the vocation whérewith you are called, withall low-
liness and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one
another in love, endeavouring to keep the unityof the
spirit in the bond of peace; remembering that there
is one body, and one spirit, even as yc are called in one
hope of your calling.”*

' Cherishing such dispositions, and maaifesting them
in the general tenor of your conduct, you may, with
humble confidence hope, that your Lord, according to
the promises of his truth and grace, will be in the midst
of you, when from time to time you meet in his name
for his worship ; and that his blessing will render the
religious services in which you unife, subservient to the
important purposes of drawing your souls neargr to
himself, in the exercises and pleasures of the most im-
proving and delightful communion ; of uniting your
hearts more closely and tenderly to each other in
christian affection, sympathy, and fellowship ; and of
makihg you thus eminently helpful to each other, under
your various labours and trials, temptations and sor-
rows, and instrumental to the establishment and ad-
vancement of each other’s faith, and hope, and peace,
and joy on earth, and the increase of each other’s
meetness for the incorruptible, nnfading,inheriiance of
eternal glory and felicity, reserved for the friends and
followers of Christ in heaven. 'While in this way, your
walk may be maintained more closely with God, your

. Ephes. iv. 1—4.
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light may at the same time, shine more brightly before
men, and many around you, *taking knowledge of
you, that you have been with Jesus,”” may be excited’
and animated, to desire and resolve, that they will be-
come “followers of you, as they see you are of Christ.”
Thus your society may be enlarged, which * though
its beginning has been small, yet may its latter end be-
come greatly increased ;”’ and thus also new members
might bg added to the church among such as shall be
saved. How interesting, how delightful the thought!
that thus you wonld be pursuing the course, and im-
proving the means most favourable to the growth of
your infant institution, of your own souls in grace, and
in the knowledge of your Lord and Saviour- Jesus
Christ, and of the church of Christ ; and especially of
that branch of it with which you are most intimately
connected ! ~
"The prosperily of “ the church, which God our
Saviour has bought with his own blood,” will, I frust,
ever lie near your hearts, and be constantly remember-
ed by ).'ou in your prayers. Having thus dearly pur-
chased it, and still regarding it as the apple of his eye,

. he has spoken glorious things of it, and promised to do

great things for it, and these things he will be found able
and faith{ul to accomplish, in their season. - “Yet for
these things will he be inquired of by his people, that
he may do them.” And he puts a special honor npon
them, when he represents himself as condescending to
perform what he has purposed and promised to do, in
answer to their prayers : and what greater honor and
“encouragement could be given to social prayer, in par-
ticular, than what our blessed Lord has given to it ?
when he says, <« If even any two of you shall agree
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on earth, as touching any thing that they shall ask, it
shall be done for them of my Father who is in heaven,
For where two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midé_l of them.”* May this
promise be graciously fulfilled to you, as it has been in
innumerable instances to others, who, in the Lord’s ap-
pointed way, have sought and found him, who have
asked 'in faith, and cenformably to his declared will,
have received the blessings of his grace and favour for
themselves, and for others, for whom they have prayed!
- In the humble and animating hope that this may be
your happy experience, pray constantly and fervently
for the peace of Jerusalem; for “ the outpouring of
the spirit from on high” upon all the branches of the
church, that « the Lord’s work may be revived,” and
his salvation.be displayed in them with great glory
“in the midst of these years ;" and that the church it-
self may ¢be established, and be a praise in all the
earth,” and all the nationsof tribes of mankind become
united in it as brethren of one family, ¢ loving each oth-
er with pure hearts fervently, and by love serving one
another.” And in the view of this most desirable -
state of Zion’s peace and prosperity, forget not to pray
for its pastors ; and especially for those under whose
pastoral care you are placed, that, having * the minis-
try of reconciliation committed to them,’’ they may
faithfully preach the gospel to their hearers, and that,
by the co-operating influence of divine grace, it may
prove ¢ the power of God, to the salvation of those
who hear its joyful sound.”” How interesting the sub-
‘ ject of your prayers, and how animating the hope
which you are authorized to cherish in them, when in
. praying for the ministers of the gospel, you are directed .
Matthew xviii. 18, 10.
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to pray, that through their ministry ¢ the word of the
Lord may have free course, and be glorified every
where as well as among yourselves;” and when you
are aesured, by many great and precious promises, that
by the universal spread of the light, the truth, and the
grace of the gospel,all the people dwelling on the face
of the whole earth, shall be taught the knowledge of
the only living and true God in Jesus Christ, his Son ;
and shall be brought to praise and serve him as their
God and Saviour, « from the rising of the sun, even to
the going down thereof ;> and ¢ the whole earth shall
be filled with his glory !’

That part of the plan of your society, which relates
to the establishment of a small, but select library ;
consisting chiefly of books on divinity, (inculcating the
purest evangelical sentiments, and the best adapted to
promote christian practice) appears to me to be a well
judged, and very important measure ; as it will provide
a rich source of improvement to the mind and the heart,
and will probably have a considerable effect in promot-
ing the increase of your members, and strengthemng
the bonds of their union.

It has long been my wish {o see a Labrary, consist-
ing pnnclpally of this description of books, owned by
our church, and at once adequate to the wants, and ap-
propriated chiefly to the use, of our congregations.
The advantages of such an establishment for dissemin-
ating correct sentimenta and enlarged information on re-
ligious subjects, and in exciting the attention of many
persons, to their best, their spiritual interests ; to the
things of their present and eternal peace. I trust that
to the members of your society at least, the books
which you may now obtain, and which may be gradual-
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ly increased, will be productive of much unprovement
in knowledge and grace. )

It has, from the first, been my intention and deter-
mipation, to contribute some aid to your society, to-
wards the accomplishment of this laudable design, by
presenting to them some books, which I supposed’
would be particularly acceptable and useful to them.
Accordingly, together with the books presented by
Mr. Woodward, to your soeiety,* I have the pleasure
of presenting to the society at the present time in my
own name, the books mentioned in the subjoined list.
[Here follows the list, amounting to upwards of $50.]

In the choice, and in the use of books, and in your
religious exercises and in all your proceedings as a so-
ciety and as individuals, may you be favoured with
that wisdom which is profitable to direct, and with that
all-sufficiency of grace, which will enable you,in all the
instances of your conduct, ¢to do all to the glory of
God” through Jeésus Christ your Redeemer and Medi-
ator. o ‘ '

To the guidance, the keeping, and the blessing of the
great and gracious God, even our blessed Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, I affectionately commend you §
and with all christian regards, and my constant prayers
for your welfare and happiness, collectively and indi-
vidually, in time and through eternity, I remain,

Your sincere and cordial friend,
‘ ISAAC 8. KEITH.

* To the amount of $20.
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TO DR. E. 8.

, CHARLESTON, JUNE 11, 1810,

MY DEAR FRIEND,
Your welcome favour, of the 10th
of May, I have received. Itgave me a .very peculiar
pleasure. I cordially thank you for it ; and I desire to
be fervently thankful to the God of all grace, on ac-
count of his grace having been so exceedingly abun-
dant towards you, as to enable you to fill your letter .
with a very pleasing detail of circumstances and events,
most important to yourself, and deeply interesting to
all your friends. The history of heroes and conquer-
" ors, of the revolutions of nations, and establishment of
empires, that have filled the earth with fame and glory,
shrinks into insignificance, in the view ‘of an immortal
soul, delivered by the Almighty Redeemer from the
bondage of satan and the chains of sin ; and by the en-
lightening, new creating energy of the spirit of grace,
emerging from darkness to light, passing from death to
life, and rising from self to God, and from earth to
heaven. , -

Has such, my dear friend, been the great, the hap-
py change, which you have experienced ? How rea-
sonable, how pleasant, must you, so far at least as you
have evidence of your being the subject of such a
change, now feel the duty of thanksgiving and praise,
while adoring gratitude prompts and constraios you to
- say .with the apostle, “ By the grace of God I am what
- Tam.” Are yor a christian indeed ? Such, I would
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fondly hope you now are. And is there any interest,
any honor, any happiness to which the renewed, sanc-
tified heart can aspire, that is not included in the char-
acter and state of a christian ; while for such it is pro-
vided, by the sure, well.ordered, everlasting covenant,
of which Jesus is the blessed Mediator, that an all-suffi-
ciency of grace, suited to every present necessity, shall
be given; and that this grace shall be crowned with
future eternal glory! How desirable, indeed, is that
state of grace in which, as I trust, you now stand and
rejoice in hope of the glory of God! And how remark-
ahle the method of the Lord’s dealing with you, in or-
der to bring you into this happy state !

If you had been left {o yourself, you, with the men
of the worM, would have chosen your portiou in this
life. With them you aspired to the honors of the
world, you coveted its interests and prosperity ; and. if
the world smiled, and you could repose on the bosom
of your beloved family, enjoying, together with your-
self, health and temporal comfort, you flattered your-
self that your happiness would be complete. How this
scene of fancied happiness would have soon terminated,
I need not now remind you. Most mercifully have
you been awakened from the pleasing, delusive dream,
and taught ¢ to seek superior bliss.”” Your plans and
prospects of ambition and of wealth, were disconcert-
ed and disappointed ; and a darling child, that was be-
coming more and more the idol of your heart, was re-
moved to the bosom of your Lord, who says, ¢ Suffer
the little children to come unto me and forbid them not,
for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” The hopes, al-
so0, which you were building on the ground of your own

righteousness, soon fell before the power of sin, dwell-
56 '
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ing in you, and under the sentence of the law, applied
by the Spirir, and convincing you, that by no present or
future obedience, or repentance, or reformation, could
you ever be justified before God.

¢¢ All these things,” your sense and your reason were
ready to exclaim, “all these things are’against me! »
But God’s thoughts are not our thougbts, nor are our
ways his ways. “For as the heavens are higher than
the earth, so are my ways higher than youy ways, and
my thoughts than your thoughts, saith the Lord.” And
accordingly, you have found the dispensations of his
providence, which to you were most obscure, perplex-
ing, and distressing, accompanied by his sanctifying
blessing, made to work together mest effectvally for
your good. Your favourite schemes and hopes of
worldly joy were broken, that you might be constrained
to seek yourall in God; and that your soul might be
compelled to seek its rest in the Redeemer, who gives
bis peace to all that come to him believing, and trusting
in his name, arid a peace such as the world can. neither
give, nor take away..

Thus through the supply of the spirit of Jesus
Christ, all those apparent adverse and threatening eir-
cumsiances and events, under which your heart was in-
clined to be se restive and rebellious, have been made
instrumental to prouiote your humiliation and repent-
ance, to excite you to fly for refuge, to lay hold on the
hope set before you, in the Saviour of the guilty, the
wretched, and the helpless, and have bappily turned to
the furtherance .of your salvation. And now, when
you see that like the blind, you were led in a way that
you knew not, and in the right and best way to present

peace and future joy, it may surely be most reasonahly
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expected of you, that with a lively gratitude you will -
acknowledge, that the Lord hath done all things well
for.you ; and that under an affecting sense of your ob-
ligations, you will be disposed to consecrate yourself,
and your all, to his service and glory, so that you may
live no longer to yourself, but entirely to the God of
your mercies and salvation. From the tenor of your
letter, I am led to hope and believe, that thus you are
disposed and resolved, through grace, henceforth to live
to the noblest and best of purpases, and worlhy of the
profession and hopes of a christian.

- But still “youfear, that you are only decenmg youro
self with a name to live, while you may yet be dead;.
because you have not felt such convictions of the guilt
and enormity of sin, as others appear to have done ; and
you do not feel that affection ‘and zeal, which you .
should do towards that blessed Saviour, wbo made such
an inexpressible sacrifice for perishing sinners.”

Such fears and such complaints, my dear friend, are
sooner-or later, and in a greater or less degree, general-
ly experienced by real penitents and sincere believers.
The more, indeed, they; see and feel the evil of sin, the
more sensible are they of the disproportion of their hu-
miliations and sorrows, to the evil which they really la-
ment .and abhor ; and the more clearly they peréeive
their infinite obligations to the dear Redeemer, to
whom they are so deeply indebted, the more defective
and unworthy do they think those returns of gratitude,
love and obedience, with which they would honor
him. And rémember, that an eminent part of the tri-
als of christians consists in the conflicts of remaining
_corruptions, with the principles of grace implanted, and
living, and still growing in the new-born soul of the reai
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believer. Nor can they, certainly, be altogether.

" strangers to the christian life, who can sincerely say
with the apostle, « That which I do I allow not ; for
what I would that I do not ; but what I hate that I do,”
&c. Such is the frequent experience of the best of .
christians ; and this experience, though very painful in
itself, is yet well adapted to empty them more and
more of pride and self in every form, and to render the
Saviour, who js the end of the law for righteousness to
all believers, and in whom all fulness dwells, for the
supply of all their wants, more and more precious
to their souls. To himn, then, resort with faith and
prayer, and in him repose your trust, underall your dif-
ficulties and discouragements ; and rest assured, that
you will still find his grace sufficient for you, and his
strength made perfect in your weakness, for the whole
of the work and warfare to which he calls you.

But I bave already passed the bounds which I had

. prescribed to myself ; and it seems to be almost super-
fluous, if not indeed assuming in me, to have made the
observations respecting your case which I have done ;
or to have suggested hints of advice to you, who are al-
ready so well instructed, and who have such excellent
guides in the pious, judicious, and experienced authors,
whose writings you may daily peruse.

Henry is an excellent commentator. But I.would,
in preferénce, recommend Scott to you, for your assist-
ance in consulting the Sacred Oracles of God ; aa the
latter is not less, if not even more ‘ervangelical.'thtn the
former, and his notes and practical observations are pe-
culiarly instructive, interesting and impressive.

In Newton’s Works, especially in his letters, you
will find such a plenty: z:nd variefy, and excellence of
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advice, admonition, consolation 'and ‘encouragement,
conveyed in the most pleasing and engaging language
and manner, that you will see reason enough for my be-
ing ashamed of scrawling a line on any subject touch-
ed by the hand of such a master, in mxy communica-
tions to any friend, who is possessed of “his valuable
volumes. ©@ne of my subordinate inducements td-
wards sending you the two volumes of 'his posthamons
works, was rather of a “selfish nature; I mean the
expectation that such a present, considering how
much- valuable and suitable instruction it contains,
would have atendency to preclude your asking any
conmunications from my pen, sterile and sluggish, as I
know it is, and as you will now feel it to be. I.believe
you have Buck’s Miscellaneous Works : and his treatise
on Religious experience, and Young Christian’s Guide,
you will find peculiarly worthy of your attention. I
wish you had alse Scott’s Theological Works. They
are generally very valuable; and his Essays on the
leading doctrines and duties, &c. of christianity, are
pre-eminently excellent. But in recommending good
books, it is difficalt to know where to stop. Still, how-
ever, let the inspired word of God be chiefly studied,
with earnest prayer for the teaching of his spirit, by
which alone it can become effectual, for making us wise
unto salvation, through faith in Christ; and profitable’
to us for dectrine, reproof, eorrection, instructien in
righteoasness, and for furnishing us thoroughly unto all
good works, and thus advancing us in our progress to-
wards christian perfection.’

While I have been saying 80 much about baoks, I
suppose you- have been feeling, with a lively sensibili-
ty, and ' therefore need not now be reminded by me,
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how peculiarly thankful you ought to be, to the God of
your mercies, for having so graciously and so seasona-
bly prepared, the dear wife of your bosom, the amiable
and beloved partner of your soul, to be indeed an help-
meet for you, and a most pleasant and usefol compan-
jon to you, in the christian as well as in the natural life.

What a privilege, to be united in the bonds of the
sure, well ordered, everlasting covenant of grace!
‘What a blessing and happiness, to be prepared to dwell
tosether as joint heirs of the grace of life, as mutual
helpers of each other’s faith and joy on earth, in the
way to glory and felicity, complete and everlasting in

the kingdom of heaven! May the Lord establish:his.

covenent with you both, and build you up a sure house,
and be indeed a God to you and your seed after you ;
and more and more bless you both, together with the
dear children which he -has graciously given you and
spared to you, and make you all blessings indeed to
each other, for time and eternity ! :

Have you now at length sought the kingdom of God
and his righteousness, in preference to all other things?
May you not then hope, and with confidence believe,
that all other things, needful and good for you, shall be

added to you?"

And if it would be best for you, the Lord you know,
could easily bless your latter end, as he did that of Job,
more than your beginning, with worldly good and crea-
ture comforts ! But in bestowing on you. his grace, he
gives you the best blessings of his favour ; and his
grace will most effectually teach you to be content with
such Yhings as you have of a worldly nature.

I cannot but cherish the pleasing hope, that in due
time, the way may be opened for your return to Charles-
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ton, where your situation may be more pleasant, and
the sphere of your usefulness be much more enlarged,
than it probably is at present. But your times and
mine are in the Lord’s hands. May he prepare us for
all his appointments, and dispose and enable us to say,
in all circumstances, the will of the Lord be done!

. You bave probably seen in the newspapers, the ad-
vertisement respecting the design of forming a Bible So-
ciety in this city. A meeting, in consequence, took

- place this day, at 1 o’clock P. M. in the Hall of the
Sonth Carolind Society, on Meeting-street, when and
where were present, about sixty I believe, of the friends
to this design; and among these were several of our
leading, influential characters, judgess lawyers, physi-
cians, merchants, planters, &c. &c. Mr. Thomas
Lowndes was called to the chair, and Mr. William H.
Gibbes was the secretary, at this meeting.. It was
unanimously agreed, that a Bible Society should be es«
tablished in this city, and that the persons present
would, with others that may come into the measure, be
members of it. A committee of seven was appointed
to draught a constitution for the society, and to lay it
before another meeting of the citizens, to be holden on
Monday next. Thus far appearances are promising, in
favour of this most charitable and important undertak-
ing ; and it is boped, that the smiles and the blessing of
heaven, will crown it with success, and wake the insti-
tution a source of rich, of everlasting blessings to many,
who, throngh the scriptures distributed by this charity,
may be made wise unfo salvation, through faith in our
divine Redeemer. What can. you, and your friends
around you, do to help us, in doing the greatest good
that we can do to our fellow mortals, by giving R
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those who want, and who would improve, that inesti-
mably precious Book which contains the words of eter-
nal life, and which alone shews to fallen, ruined, perish-
ing men, the way of salvation ?

From the length of this, you will readily perceive,
that I do not calculate writing often to you. But be as-
sured, that your communications to me, and the more
frequent and particular they may be, the better, will al-
ways be highly acceptable to me. .

In.very affectionate regards and best wishes, to Mrs.
S. and yourself, Mrs. K. cordially umtes, with your

sincere friend,
ISAAC 8. KEITH.

FINIS,

A ; A g





