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I T is deemed proper to observe, that fwo Discourses were
preached from the same Subject ; the former on the 14th, and
the latter on the z1st of September. As no public intima-
tion, however, had been given, that a second Discourse was to
be expected—before this was generally known, a copy of
the first was solicited, with a view to its being printed.
Considering the respectable names, and number of those
who concurred in this request, and the reasons alledged in
support of it, the Author, though still really reluctant, felt
himse'f, in a manner, constraired to promise a compliance

with it.

After the second Discourse was delivered, seve il friends,
whose judgment is highly respected, were pleased to expr.ss
their wishes, that some parts, at least, of his, also, might be.n-
corporated, and appear with tbe ather, when transcribed for
the press. Accordingly the liberty has been taken of adopt-
ing this measure; which necessarily required a considerable
enlargement of the Discourse as it now appears, beyond the
limits at first contemplated. But as 1n its present state, it may be
read at leisure, it 1s hoped that 1b:s circumstance will not render
it less acceptable to any of those, to whose perusal it is now
submitted, with the sincere desire, and in the humble hope,
that, attended with a Divine blessing, it may prove, in some
degree, useful in the promotion of their best interests and
highest happiness, for tiric and eternity.

Charleston, October 13th, 1806.
A2




S ERM O N.

PSALM xxxi1. Vese 18,
€ MY TIMES ARE IN THY HAND.”

I A

THE time of human life on earth is very
fhort ; and our condition in the world is fubjelted
to many viciflitudes. While the {cenes around us
zre continually changing, and while the events
which now particularly intereft us, are immedizie-
Iy fucceeded by others, prefling forward, and
challenging our -attention, a correfpondent varia-
tion is ufuall) experienced in the feelings of our
hearts. Hence our hopes and fears, our joys and
forrows, fo far as they are excited by, or depen-
dant on the things which are feen and terporal,
are ever in a fiuttuating fiate.

In thele Circum“tances, where fhall our fouls
find any folid ground of reft and peace? How lit-
e of the time ihat is paft, canbe recolietied and
reviewed with {ztisfabion ! And who would with te
{pend it over agan, in the fame courfe of vanity
and follv, of error and fin, or in the experience
oi the L.me {uperiictal unfatisfying pleafures—of
the fame heart clt troubles, and bltl"l’ vexations

T ipiritz—The present moment—Dbut what is the
article of thne .;m-t we call the prefent moment ?
s Betlore

~~
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Before we can fay that itis arrived—it is paft and
gone, beyond recai! If we look forward, the tinze
which may be yet to come, with all the cares and com-
forts of a worldly nature, which mav accompuny
it, 1s advancing with equal haiie to meet us, aind
to leave us! And foon, verv foon, will the feve-
ral thort {eafons, and ﬂeetmo varving fcenes ¢f
this mortal life, come io their appom!cd period,
and terminate 1n that immortal ftate of exifience
in another world ; where our happincls, or our
mifery, fhall be complete, immutable, and ever-
1altmfr'

Amldﬁ thefe changing {cencs of life, through
which we are pafﬁng, in a rapid progrels to the
cternal world, how defircable 1s 1t to be aillowed
and enabled to look up 1in faith to the eternal, un-
changeable, and all {ufficient God, who made and
who governs the world; who gave us our being,
and continues to ¢ perform ail things for us;”
and who has fet before us the bleffed hope of fal-
vation, and of everlafting life, in his beloved Son!
How important, how precious = “ that faith by
which the Juft live;” and 1n the e :ercife of whic h
the fubjelts of it are led to view the only wife
God, thc God of all grace, as “ doing ali things
well,” and as ordering, diretling, and fandlf‘\m
“ all things to work for their good,” in the pvo-
motion o[ their prefent beft 1ntcre{ts and the ad-
vancement of their future immortal happinefs!

It was under the influence of this faith, that the
words belore us were penned by their inipired
author.

The general tenor of the Plalm to which they
belong, denotes the devout penman of it, to have

been in circumfiances of great diftrefs and immi-
nent




7

nent danger, at the time when it was written, or
to which it alludes. But with a flrong faith, and
full perfuafion of the wonderful and unceafing
love and kindnels of the Lord to his people, and
a livelv fenfe of zratitude for diftinguifhing fa-
vors conferred upon himfelf, he folemnly com-
mits himliclf to the mercv, the care, and dzfpofal
of his God; enccuraging his own heart, and the
hearts of all the pious, {iill to repofe an humble
confidence, a fiedfaft truft, a cheeriul hope in him.

Having, in the preceding verle, declared, that
he uuﬁnd inthe Lord as his God, he proceeds in
the words bciore us, to obferve, with a moft evi-
deint and peculiar fatisfaCtion, that ““ his times
were in the Lord’s hands.”——

In this comprehenfive and expreffive language,
the Pfalmi{t may be underftood as declaring, that
he confidered his life, with all the circumftances
attending it, the feveral feafons of trial and fuf-
fering, of deliverance and comfort, and all the
occurrences which befel him, as being not in his
own hands, or in the hands of any of his fellcw-
creatures, but in the hands of his God; or under
his direftion, and at his difpofal, by whote uner-
ring wildom, unchanging love, and moft holv
andall powerlul Prowdeme every event, in which
he was concerned, would be ordered in the time
and manner which would be beft for him.

The fame pious, humble coniidence towards
God, and ftrong confolation connetted with it,
which the devout Pilalmift thus exprefles, are
cyually the dut\ and the privilege of all genuine
believers.—*¢ Being ]mh ficd l)v faith, thev have
peace with God. throueh their Lovd Jefus Chrift;”
audaccording to the fure, wellordered, and ever-

A lafting
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lafting covenant of grace, thev are afiured, that
all the paths of the Lord towards them fhail be
mercy and truth; and that they fhall be conduét-
ed in the right, the beft way, to that everlafiing
reft which remaineth for the people of God. And
while they are experimentallv acquainted with the
Divine principles, and blefled infiuence and effeéts
of the faith, hope, and fubmiflion, exprefled in
the words of our text, how high muit be their
{atisfaction, when they can adopt thefe words as
their own, and with an unwavering heart and
tongue fay,

O Lord thou art my God: “ My times are in
thy hands.”-

May the Spiritof God, the Spirit of grace, en-
lighten our minds, and imprefs our hearts with the
moft corred, eniarged and profitable views of Di-
vine truth—while in our meditations on this fub-
je€t, we are proceeding to confider fome of the
leading and moft important ideas, included in this
general oblervation,

“ My times are in thy hands.”

Now we are here inftruted, that—

I. The times of the natural life of man are in
the Lord’s hands.

The infpired, roval preacher, the celebrated
Solomon, having afferte ed, that to every thing
there is a fealon, and a time to every purpofe un-
der heaven, proceeds to obferve, that there is a
time to be born. In this obfervation it could not
have been the intention of the wile {fon of David,
merely to remind us of a fatt, the certaintv of
which is moft obvious, and muit be unwerfa‘ly
admitted, without controver{y. His defign, doubt-
lefs, was to imprefs upon the mind the important

idea,
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idea, the intereiting truth, that the time of cur
birth is mot cafual, or dependant on uncertain
contingencies; but that it is determined and fixed
by the great Author of cur being, “ to whom all
his works are know,” as b\ him I‘IC“ are unalter-
ably ordered and arrange ed “ from the besinning
of the world.” This event, therefore, from
which we begin to compute tic davs of our mor-
tal life, is to be viewed as takin; pl“cx, at the pre-

ciie time cholen and detesmincd h\ the purpofe of
Ilim, “ who werketh all thunos, aCCO dmg to the

counfel of his own will.” And within the won-
derful p 'an of his works of :10‘.(1' eint, formed
by the niinite knowledge and wildom, and fixed,

from eternity, bv the {overei: on will of the Crea-
tor, were inciuded, together “ith the time of our
birth, all the circumfiatices attending 1t, and all
the cmxicqumce retultine from 1t ~
In thisview of the illbj(tm therefore, we muft
perceive and acknowledge, that according to the
Lord’s everlafting and unchaageable purpofe, it
was determined from wha at particular lineage, or
branch of the great family of mankind, we fhould
defcend, and of what immedizte parenis we fhould
be born.  With equal certainty, teo, was it de-
termined by him, what thould ! he the land of our
nativity, the place i which we ihould, at any time,
refide, the fiation in the community which we
fhould occupy, and the employments which we
fhould purfuc. Itis, alfo, in confequence of his
app(,mtment that we enter into every new con-
nexion which we form, and that any of the rela-
tions which fublified betwceen us and others, is ¢il-
icived; that the number of our fumilies an
friends1s adjufted, and remains what Iris, or be-
comes
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evmes mcreaizd o dimmifhed. at anv particular
period. According to his allotment, we {pend
oar davs i hard Librour. or in more ealy and azree-
able purfuits; we ivel the heavvy preilure of po-
verty, or parithe of the defireable com'orts of a
{izte of compctence, or fhare with the vich in the

more {plendi d. but ,)é“s';m]h lefs f'msh\‘on' en-
ro-ments of a fiate of affiuence. At his pleajure

weare fnored with a time of hf:zhh, or exchange
i s for a feafon of firinels.  When he pleafes,
e dwell amonge our imcis 1 faiety and prace,
cader his proteciing cuire ana imiling providence,
or are expoled to inpisics from the hands, or the
iezgues of encnies. ant Hecome myolved nva-
ricus difficulties, perplexitios, and difirefles. It
is e, 1n aword, who orders everv feene of prof-
pesity and adverfity, of jov and of trouble through
which we pals; who now “Joads us with his be-
nefits,” and “ with fmilins mercies crowns our
lives;” and then lavs his chafiifing hand upon us,
< which firikes our comforts dead In all thefe
inftances, and indeed 1 all cafes, the Lord 1nva-
riably < doth what feemeth unto him good,” di-
1e€hnw everv event of our lives, and o"derm(r eve-
ry cn(umftmce of our fituation, 1n exact confor-
mi'y to that infinitelv wife and excellent plan, by
w huh he rules the univerfe, and which was efta-
bli hed by his holy wiliand lmmmabk decree, Le-
fore the world was created.

Among the numerous teftimonies of {cripture,
which might be produced in addition to thole al-
ready mentloned, in fupportof the doctrine. un-
der confideration, T fhail onlv take notice ol the
few foliowing, which offire us that © in the
Jord we live, and move, and Gave cur bemg ;7

that
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that « -he wav of man is not in himfeif, nor is it
in man that walketh to direct his fieps ;™ but thx
*“ though there arc manv devices 1 a mans hc“r..
ne\crthclcfs the counfel of the Lord, that fhall
fiand:” that “ the Lord maketh poor, and ma-
keth rich, that he Lrinzeth low 'md rajicth up ;
that “ he woundeth and his hands make whole ;”
that “ :xnot a fparrow fullc on the ground, with-
out ou: heavenly Father, fo the very hairs of our
heads are all numbered :” that man's - dsys are de-
terminzd. and the number of his months are with
ihe Lond. who has appointed the bounds which he
cannot pa's:” and * that as he made of one
blood 2l thic nations of men. to dwell on the face
of thecarth. fo he Lath deiermined the times be-
fore appointed, and the Lounds of their habita-
tion ;" aliotting to all, the times and the pluces,
in whirh thev fhould relp eﬂn cly live, and sil the
viciflitudes which fwv?' attend the progrefs of
their hives.

Thus we are mfiructed, that inrefpelt .o the
comm2nccment, the progrefs, and ail ¢the _..an-
ges of our natural lives, tae wile counfel, the un-
varving purpole, the all-direcling and difpofing
hand of the Lord is to be rx lmu,uﬂ) obferved and
acknowledged.

I The times of the spirniuai life of believers,
including their new birth, and all the varieties of
their relizious experience, which accompany or
follow 1t, are in the Lord’s hands, and take place
conformably to fis will and appointment.

In the prefent fallen, corrupted fiate of our
nature, the children of menareall born depraved
creatures, zhenated from the life of God, averle
from his holv fervice, inclined to violate his

rizhtcous
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righ:cous law, and prone to abufe the riches of his
goo:‘ sess. Thus “guiity before God,” thev are juftly
condemnred, and wntm.zallv expofed to ‘the awful
mifcrics, included inanev erlahm o deftruction from
the prefence of the Lom, and the glorv of his
power.  Hence, n order to their bemor reftored
to taat true life and happinels of the foul, which
can be found only m the favour of God, and that
thev mav be qualde for feeing and enjoving the
Ln.wdr‘m of heavenlv glorvy, thﬂv muft be born
abfzm, they muft be reJener"ned by the Iloly
Spsirit. B) his oracmus agency tne\' muit be
brousht to exercife that falth In tl‘e Son of God,
t‘*:e Divine Redeemer, which introduces the toul
to t° of iuftification and peace with God;

d'b} ame Spirit of grace, they mufi be renew-
ed 11 in fpmt of their m: .ds, m the difpofitions
of their healts, and 12 all the principles of their
conduct.  Thus muft thev be reconciled to God
by Jefus Chrift, and be made new creatures in
bim. indthus will thev, as thus alone they ca
beconte prepared and d: fpoied to walk in new nefs
of hite, and to puriue, on evaagelical principles,
that courie of obedicnce to the woipel thzt moft
excelient and defirable wav of well doing, which
Ieads to Heaven, and will there terminate in
¢ wiory, honor, and immortality.”

\ow the t:me when this <rreat change takes
place in the {ouls of thofe \xho b(:(,()'ne the fub-
jecssolf it, is the moftimportant period in the courfe
of their ives.  Yor then they begin truly to live;
to live to the great end of their beino, that of
elovtiving Ged, and enjoying the higheit happineis
¢f which their natare is capable in commanion

weon e, aad the ame for the zzccomplix‘];znc-m
o
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of this all-important change, this glorious work
of Divine Grace, by which the\ are “ turncd from
darknefs to light and from the power of Satan to -
God,” and are made to ‘‘pals irom death unto
life,” is moft {urelv determined i1 the counfels of
Heaven, and uniformlv kept in view, in all the
difpenfations of Div.ne Providence towards them.

From eternity, the only wife God, the God of
all grace, *forcknew them,2ud predeftinated them
to be conformed by the new-creating energy o{
his {pirit, to the image of his fon, aﬂd to be
takers, through faith in him, of falvation mih
eternal glery,’ and having thus predefiinated
them, he, at the appointed feafon, “ caiis them by
his gofpel, and jufiifies them, freely, bv his grace,
according to the rcdemption that 15 in Chrift
Jefus;” and then by a progreflive work of frmwh-
cation, prepares them, indue time, for tae heaven-
ly kingdom, prepared for them before the foun-
dation of the world. This defirabie event, this
great work “the Lord will Jurely accomplifh in
his time,” and all the circumitances which 101
to it, and prove mftrumental in effecting it, ar-
arranged and managed by him, with l"]“r:;']o"
wxfdom, invincible power, unbouaded love, azz:i
infallible {uccefs.

For a while they are permitted to rc'm n wiih
“ the world which lieth in wickednels,” ‘1o walk
after the wavs of their own heurts, :md 1 the
ficht of their own eves,” departing farther and
farther from God, wardering in the fruiilefs pu-
fuit of happimels, thre o the various feencs of
worldly vanity, and amidit the multiylicd {nares
of the crucl deltrm cr, “who leads the chik ir\ 1
“of difobedience captives at his will,” exulting

with
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with a mofi malicious trizmaph. in the expectation
of foon plunring them headlon - ite everlafim:r
predition:  Bixt the time of Divine merev and
love a: lengih arrives. when theie infatuated
fervants of fin muft be raifomed ;. when thefe
wretched captives of Saan muit be delivered;
when “ thele loft fhoop mafl Le brouzht back to
the fold of their he: \m! Sacpherd.” When in
their mad careerof bouidi n*mzr’u. earishteoained
and hicentions indilgence; or 1 thair mouomleﬁ.
rogrefs down the broad road of worldy b‘-‘-m‘f;
of faﬂl.onnblc amufemoent, or of the decent,
lifelefs forms of rclizion and virtse, they were
hafienine to eternal dcxlmﬂ-on' thev are merciful-
Iv arrested by an mvitiie powsr. For now ihe
Divine b')lm civen by ta~ fatheor, through the
med:ation cf !'v' Son of Ced. comes io carr v -
to eflect the grezt defizn of redeeming giace and
love in l‘zmr vour—I order to this end, he
awakens their folemn atictncon o the demzads of
the law, and the culls of the «-'O!pel This he
-onvinces them of fin. awakens their fears of the
wrath of God due to 11, and confiqains them.
feriouflv to conlider und enquire, * what thev
fhall do to be faved:”  Then pointing their
views to the onlv and the ail-{ufficient Saviour,
revealed and oifered n the gofpel, he fuffers them
not to remzin on anv faliacious ground, on which
they would be rz-:xd\ to icel themiclves fecure,
and to promiic themfelhves peace: nor will he
allow them to conelude that they have found refi
to their fouls, 2!l thev have - fled for refuge to
lav hold on the hove {et before them in the
Lord Jelus Chriit, whofe is the only name given
under hcaven by which anvean be faved.” And
now.
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ncw, madavof Divice power, thev are made
willing, cordially williiz=. to forfake their fins, to
renounce their felf-nohsemxlnefs, to give up ﬂu
world. and “to fuﬂ'er the lofs of all things,”
which were once moft dear o their hearts, « lhat
they may win Chrift, and be found nhim,” and
become his genuine difciples and followers. For
his fake, they are now difpofed * to deny them-
felves” in refpe@ to all worldy interefis and
pleafures, which may be incompatible with their
obligations and their duty to him; they are now
ready, alfo, “to take up the crofs” of reproach, or
of anv other kind of fuffering, to which thew may
be called on account of thelr attachment io him,
and their fidelity in his fervice; and thus thev are

pared, cheerfully, “to follow their Lord and
Saviour.” to his heavenly Kingdom, in that wav
of obedience and trial which he has marked out
in his gofpel, and which to their natiial pride.
and felf-love, heretofore appeared to be il:e motft
unpleafant and irkfome, belet with the moft for-
midable difficulties, and furrounded with the
deepeit and moft difcouraging gloom.

While the word of God, as has been already in-
timated, is the great infirument emploved b\ his
Spirit, for the converfion of the fouls of his peo-
ple; that word of truth and grace is appiied and
made eflettual, for this purpole, to different per-
fons, in different ways; and to the fuccefs of it,
a variety of circumfiances are, by the wife and
good providence of God, made happily [ub-
fervient; to fome, it comes with that power
which proves effectual fo their falvation, while pe-
rufing it. or hearing it read, in the facred volume
of the Scriptures; and to others, while attending

the
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the public minifirations of the gofpel; to fome,
while engaged in, or preparing for {cenes of
worldly vanity, of unhallowed feftivity, or difii-
pating pleaiure ; and to others, under {ome pain-
fully afilictive difpentation of Divine Providence;
when croffed in their worldly {chemes, purfuits,
and expeltaiions ; when brought Jow on the bed
of ficknefs, cr, in any circumftances of peculiar
danger, apparently expoled to the awful firoke of
the uplifted hand of death; or when bereaved of
near and dear conneftions and friends, they are
cailed to {pend many of their days, and perhaps
vears of promifed fatisfaCtion and comfort, in the
houfe of mourning: tofome, in the davs of their
youth; to others in the meridian of life; and to
a few, though to few indeed, in the fealon of
“their declining vears, and cven of extreme old
age.
Oh blefizd time, and memorable period! when
the gofpel thus hecomes *“ the power of God un-
to falvation,” to any who hear its joyful found,
anid whofe hearts are penctrated by its heavenly
light, communicating the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of J2fus Chrift! But more ef-
peciallv, happy are they, who become partakers
of this falvation in their earlieft days! Ior thus
are they feafonably prepared forall the remaining
changes of life, for higher attainments in Divine
knowlcdge and grace, and for greater ufefulnefs
in this world; for a defircable difmifiion by an
early death from the prefent flate of fin and for-
row, into that < reft which remaineth for the peo-
ple of God;” or aftera lengthened courfe of fer-
viceand trial on carth, for an higher glory and

bleflednefs in heaven.
The
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The day in which this falvation conizs to the
foul, or in which the fubjefts of it obrain fatis-
factory evideace of their intereft in it, is ufually
a feafon of “ joy and peace in believing,” and of
fervent praife, and chearful, ready obedience to
the Lord their God and Saviour “ by whofe grace
they now are what they are.” But being only in
part renewed and fan&ified, they are apt “ to
think more highly of themfelves than they ought
to think,” on account of their being fo mcroul:-
ly diftinguifhad and hw‘llv nvored of the Lord.
Happy as ihey now are, in “ the grace wherein
they ftand, rejoicing in hope of the g!ory of God,”
they are ready to flatter themfzives with the idea
of their prefent peace and comfort, as well as their
final perfeverance and future bleflednefs, being
fo effeftually fecured by the provifions and pro-
mifes of the gofpel covenant, that they may, with=
out hazard or injury, gradaallv remit their watch-
fulnefs, relax the firiftnefs of their walk, and al-
low themfelves greater and ft:ll greater liberties
in conforming to the {pirit and manners of the
world, and in the purfuit and enjoyment of its in-

terefts and pleafures. Thus they leave their
ﬁrﬁ love;” and ¢ their latter works, intead of
being more and better, are fewer and more de-
fective than “ the firt.”

Herce, for the correttion of this fel™~fufficiznt
fpirit, and for the recovery of the foul from the
manifold evils of this declining ftate, < the only
wife God, their Saviour,” in th=tendereft compaf-
fion and love to his erring and offending people,
fees it proper to exerci{e them with dilp>nfations,
which often appear to them unde=r a very dark and

threatening afpet. Chaftiflement has now be-
B come
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come neceflary for them, and thereforz he cha-
fiens them, “ not willingly, or for his owa plea-
fure, but for their proﬁt that thev mav become,
in an higher degree, partakers of his holinefs.
With this view the reftiaints, which were laid
upon the corrupt propentities of their nature,
are fometimes, to a ceriain degrec, h'fpcnded
fo that the ““ body of fin, which yet dweileth in
them,” is fet at liberty 10 work and war more dii-
cernibly and pouerfullv aganft the principles of
grace implanted in the fouL and is allowed to
manifeft itielf in criminal difpofitions and pracii-
czs, of which they could f{carcelv have in} pofed
themfelves to be any leuger capaH Therr fub-
tle, malicious, rzfilefs adv crfaﬁ, tae devil, 15 alle
itted to hzrafs them with temptations, gent-
Iy infinvated, or boldlv and violently prefied upon
them; ali artfully contrived to exciie into ac-
tion the various evii thoughts and defires, and cor-
rupt principles flill lurking 1 “ their hearts, which
were by nature deceitiul above all things, and def-
perately wicked.” Frequentiv, too, they may be
called to f{uffer difirefling viciflitudes, lofles, and
difappointments, in re! pe& to their moft valuable
worldlv interefts, and their favorite comloris in,
and mofi pleafing Lopes from, the relatives and
friends, to whom their fouls were united bv the
firongeit and tendereft feciings of human affec-
tion And they may be ﬂul more painfully tried,
bv the hiding of their licavenly Father’s face,
while he fuipenda the cheering lizht of his coun-
tenance, and feems, “ to be favorable no more ;
but rather appears to be contending with them in
judgment, and ready to ca!t them off for ever.”

Such are the ways 1n which the Lord oiten leads
his
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his people, or the methods in which he deals with
them, “ to humble them, and to prove them, and to
difcover tothem what is in their hearts; that they
may fee and feel how weak and perverfe they are,
how incapable in themfelves of doing any good,
and how prone to all manner of evx] “in order
to do them good inthe end.” Thus they are ad-
monifiied to watch with greater jealoufy over their
own hearts, and to guard, with greater vigilance,
againft the wiles ard affaults of the tempter;
thu. thev are excited to redouble their diligence,
in the performance of their various dutles and
inftrulted to moderate their regards to, and expec-
tations from, the world: and thus they are enga-
ged toreft more entirelv in theirGod, as theiron-
]v f{atisfving and all-fufficient portion, and to ex-
ercife a more fimple and a more ftedfaft faith and
truft in their Redeemer, in svhom, alone, can be
found the pardon and peace, the righteoulnefs
and firength which they conﬁant]y need, and
“ in whom they are (omplete while ‘ heis with-~
in them the hope of glory.”

When their mal : accommmed vith the fanc-
tifying agency of the gpmt of Grace, have in
fach ways as thefe, produced their proper ef-
. fetls, thev are then prepared to be again favored
with “ times of refrethin - from the prefence of
the i ord,” and to rejuice in the evidences of his
forgiving love, and in “ the reftored jovs of his
falvation.”

Now all thefe times—the time of the firft con-
verfion, and of the firft love, pzace, and joy of
the new-born foul—the time of its fuofequent de-
cline, temptations, and trials—and the time of
its revival, and recovery, and accelerated progrefs -

B2 n
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in the Divine Iife—are to be regarded as bemg
wholly in the Lord’s hands; as by him they are all
permxtted and ordered, overruled and made fi:bier-
vient to the vreatueiltm Ot orlornfw, ing his own great
name in tle accompufhment of thu* falvation.
And from the feafon of their firlt entering upon
the Chnﬁlan hife and warlare, they mayv cxpcd
thefe varving times of comfort and of trcvolc, of
decleniion and reviving, of deieat and viciory, till
the lmportzmt period arrives, when then thall, by
the order of their Lord, fnifh their courfe indeath ;
and, rifing ““ more than conquercis over the lafi
enemy, throug‘l Him who hath ]O\(’_d them,” fhall
enter mumpl‘anm mto bis ‘uil and everlafting
3Gy, in his kingdom of glory.
"And, as all the times of tic natural and the spi-
ritud life, =re mn the Loid’s hands, fo, likevife, is,
Ni. Thetime af our dcparture from the prefent
inio the future world.
“ To all mea it 1s appointcs! once to die.” On
account of fin, the whole huinan race is fubjefted
to this awiul featence of dcath.” “ For as by one
man fin entered into the world, and death by fin,
fo death has paffed upon 2ll men, becaufe all have
finned.” As we are finneis we muft furely die;
for < in this war there s no dilcharge, neither
hath anv man nower over the fpirt to retain it
in the dav of death.”  And that folecmn, 1nterefi-
ing, cmlcludmg dav of this morial life, 1s certain-
Iv fixed by the unaiterzbie decree of Heaven.
Yor in this view, as ¢ there is 2 time to be born,”
fo there is, alin, “ a tiic lo dic’—-a time deter-
mined by a Jivine, unchangeable appointment of
the Almightv.—a time which cannct, in firkl pro-
priety, be either :etarded or haftened by any art
or
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or power of man, or by any circumfiance or
means whatever; while \et the voluntary agency
which 1s empiov cd and which i Is, ina fenfe. mftru-
menizl to the purpofe of preferving or of de-
firoving life, mav be truly virtnous 3nd commen-
dable, or dceplx criminal, and deferving «f pun-
iihment.

This time, thus 2ppointed and fixed by the un-
changeable wiil of Led. 1S {o us altooethcr uilcer-
ta.n - fo that while we know, In oreneral that 1t
muft come, and that 1t cannot be very diftant, we
know not, in pzm‘: alar, wien it may be expell-
ed, or how foon 1t mav occur. That we may be
kept more watchitl acainil temptation, more ac-
tive and diiigent in the work which we are cailed
to do, and more earnef. and atliduousin our pre-
paration for “ the coming of ourLord,” he wife-
ly keeps us 1n wnorance of “ the day or the hour,
when he will come,’ > by his meiTerorer death, to
fummon us away. Some, though ‘ew indeed, he
allows te reach the utmoft l‘ounds to which hu-
man life has been limited, fince the age of the
patriarchs, others are cailed hencz, in the midft
of their expefled vears, while Lufily and anxi-
oufly occupied with their plans and purfuits for
!avmfr up ito themfelves treafures on earth,”
rmng, as high as poflfible, towards the {ummit of
worldly honors; others in the days of their
vouth, vhile their thirft for the pleafures of the
world is moft ardent, and their hopes of happi-
nefs, in the gratification of all the defires of
their hearts, arc moft {anguine; and others fall,
and fall in multitudes, 1n thclr morning bloom;
fo that fcarcely have the flattering proipeé‘.s of

life
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life begun to open them, when they are imme-
diately clofed in the gloom of the grave.

- The feveral caufes, alfo, which Ering human
life to its pericd, and the various circumfiances
which attend the death of every individual, are
ecually in the hards of Ged, as they are all order-
ed, or permxtted and controlled by “him, by whom
tae time itfel{ is appointed. W hether our bodi-
ly frame fhall languith and fink under a weight of
years, or longcontmued wzfting infirmities; or be
demolithed by difeafe, violent in its affavlt, and
rapid in its defiruttive progrefs; or fuddenly fall
under a firoke of the laft enemy. which, in the
view of mortals, may feem to be accidental, and
of which no previous warning is given; and
what fhall be the place in which we fhall be called
to meet death, whether at home or abroad, whe-
ther on the dry land, or on the waters of the
fmaller rivers. or of the great and wide fea; whe-
ther alore or among friends, cr firangers, or ene-
mies—Al! thefe circumﬁances are with Him < in
whofe hands 1s our life and our Ereath, and whofe
are all our wavs.” And refp=Zling thefe circum-
ftances, it becomes not us to be {olicitous or care-
f‘ul—ou. great concern and care fhould be, that
in all the tufinefs of life and godlinefs, we may
be found ¢ faithful unto death and continually
looking out for the coming of our Lord, to dif-
mifs us frem the lzbors in which we are employ-
cd, ard ¢o require an account of the ftewardthip
with which we have been entrufted. Then may
we, with checrful refignatien, and cordizal fatis-
f.Clion, leave the time of our death, and the
manner in which it fhall take place, to the difpo-
~{al of our Lord, who haspronounced “ thofe fer-

vants
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vants bleffed, that are found fo doing, and thus
vwiccning and readv, when he cometh.” And
then may we, with hamble confidence, h0pe “ to
xmm our courfe with jov,” and “ to recerve the
crown of life,” even “ a crown of glory, which

fadeth not awav.”
el S EBmnay

I MMPROVEMEUNT

AS our times are thus in the Lord’s hands; as
cll cur affairs, our interefts, our comforts, our
trials, perfonzl and relative; as, 1 a word, all
the ~ircumftances of our lives, and of our deatns,
are urder his direftion, and {ubject to his difpo-
{al, are ordered and arranged according to the
unevring diftates of his infiaite wifldom, ana the
1nmutable determinations of his holy will;
mu ! furely be our indiipenf{ible duty, with aiten-
tive minds, io obferve, and, with adoring hearts
to acknowledge, the hand of God, in all the events
which take place around uvs; and elpeciaf’v in all
the occurrencies which have a more imisediate
relation to ouric lx'es, and to thofe with whom we
are moft mtimatelv affociated, and 1n whom we
are mofi deeply interefted.

The wfpe 2t which mav, at any time, be prefent—
€. to our view, bv the Providence of ¢ God. in
he adminifiration of the great affairs of the
world in general, and in his dealings with the fe-
veral communities of mankind, chalienges our
refpettful notice, and our icrious con.ideration.
If viewed aright, if judiciouily ftudied, the con-
templation of it will be found well adapted to
promote humiliation and jov, fear and hope,

B 4 prayer
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praver and praife, 2rd to {urnifh the moft ufefi|
emplovment, and defirzble improvement, to
the foul. l.emembering that “ the kingdom is
the I ord’s, and regardicz him as the goverror
amcng the naticns,” the works which he is, under
this charafler, ccrtinually accomplifhing Lv his
providence, wiil, to the refleting, erlightencd
mird of the believer, cppear tc be great indeed:

and they will be carefully « fouvht out of ail
them that hzve pleafure therein.” * The humtle
ard reverent invefiigation of thefe great werks
of Provider.ce, purfued by the light of dnine
revelation, and on the principles of a Chrifilan
f.ith, will not cnlv vield an high fatisfatiton to
the fericus, devout mind, but prove eminently
conducive to the edification of all whofe hearts
are truly difpcfed to “ rejoice that the Iord
reigns:” while they will teled to view him as
looling down upon “ a world lying in wicked-
nefs,” a2rd upon the guilty nations, with a mix-
ture cf awful frcwns ard tender compafiion; with
fiery indignation, ferding abroad his righteous
Ju dgmmts and yet ev dwtl\ m..mfextmtr him-
felf willirg and ready to remember and cxercife
urmeritcd mercy, in ‘the midft of deferved wrath:

and =hile, thrcu 'rh the clouds of darkne{s which
furrcurd his throne they will perceive the cheer-
ing rays of light, fert cut in the revelations of
his word, to give them a giimpfe ¢f the eternal,

grand defigns of his wildom, love, ard grace, re-
fpefling his church; ard to aflure them of the
approaching hzppy day, which the revolutions
of time ard of human affairs, are hafiening for-
ward—when ¢ the whole earth fhall te filled
with the knowledge, and with the glory of the

]..Ol‘d ’”
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Lord.” And after having, with folemn dread,
fecen ¢ the earth fo ofien and fo long trembling
at the wrath of the living Gad, the everlafling
lurg:, ard the natiors unable to abide his md1g-

nation;” hcw reviving and animating to the be-
nevolent kearts of the truly pious, muft be the
profpelt of that ziorious dav which fhall be pro-
ionged to the evd of time: when all the nations
of the carth fhall Le united as brethren in C hrii,
*# and love each other with pure hearis, fervently,
and by love ferve one another;” when no longer
fufiering the dire calamities of war, and exemp-
ted generally from tholc manifold and great evils,
with which, on account of their abounding ini-
quities, they are now, moft heavily =fflifled, they
thail dwell fafely and qvxctly in a ftate of the
moft defiratie peace and harmeny, and in the
enjoyment of every blefling, temporal and fpiri-
tual, adapted to give the {weeieti relith io life,
and to make foaal intercourfe moit plezfant and
improving; and when, thus highly {avored of the
Lord, “ 21l the people, even from the rifing of
the fun, unto the gomcr down of the fame, fhall
praife and glorify him,” and rejoice and triumph
in him, as “ the Lord who is King over all the
earth;” and as the God of their mercies. and of
their falvation.

But the difpenfations of Providence, vhich re-
fpect ourfelves, and others with whom we arc con-
neted in a more circumscribed sphere, claim, In
fome points of view, our more puriicular atuuhon
and improvenicn! ——

Thefe, if not more inftru€live in themfelves,
ufually appear to usina clearer and ftronger light,

and are felt by us with a livelier fenfibii.tv, aud a
deepba
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dceper interefi. Ileuce our perfonal enjoyments
and atflicticns, or thofe which we fhare, by a {pi-
rit of benevolence and fvmpzthy, withour friends,

or with that portion of the community in whofe
concerns our own are mcft immediately involved.

As they naturally make the firongeft imprefiion
upon our minds, fo thev have a pccuhar tenden-
cv to diret our views to the Divine hand by
which they are ordered, and to zwaken our foli-
citude to underftand and comply with the will of
the Lord, relative to the proper ufe and beft im-
provement of them.

And what 1s the {eafon that paffes, or what the
circamfiances that may, at anv time, diftingunith
our fituation, in which He, «in whofe hands are
all our times,” is not calling upon us to receive
inftruétion and benefit, by the dilpenfations of
his Providence, refpetting ourfelves, or thofe
whole concerns it becomes us to regard as more
or lefs blended with our own? When we think of
our own condition 1in the world, and the occur-
rences which moft immediately touch and move
our feelings; or when we confider the events
and viciflitudes which are continually taking
place within our view, and by which cthers a-
round us are more deeply affeﬂed—-—-sver\ day of
life will appear to furmfh us with occafions for
“finging of mercy and of judgment” Yet

there are doubtle{s fome feafons more firiking-
Iv marked than otners, by events, which from
their peculiar naturc, or from their particular
connexion, or from their occurring in unufually
quick fucceflion, if not, alfo, from cauies and
in wavs the leaft expetted—are adapted to arreft

our ipecial attention, and demand our mofl care-
ful
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fulimprovement. Inthis Eight, may nct the presont
scason be jufilv confidered and regarded by us?
In this view, I think, it muft be contempi.xtc.l by
all among us, whofe minds are difpoled to in-
dulge fober refl.€tion, and “ to regard, with due
attent:on, the werks of the Lord. and to confider
feriouflv, the operation of his hands.”

Within the fhort fpace of a few weeks pafi, the
proipeft of zn atundznt harveft of the feveral
valuztle prcduéls of the earih, in our fouthern
clime, was, in the higheft degree, flattering, and
feemed tc promife the moft ample recompenfp to
the planters toil ard care: Dut, when expecta-
tion was high, when ardent anticipation was te-
ginning to gather its fruits. aad plenaing how to
difpofe of its gocds. how fuddenly was the bright
profpett overcleuded, arnd the favorite plans
founded omn it, difconcerted!—For, behold!
* He whofe wiil and word 1he flormy winds ful-
fil,” and who warned his ancient gmltv people,
that they thould, for their fins, < be vifited of the
Lord of Hofls, with thunder, and with earth-
quake, and great noife: with florm and tempefi,
and with the flame of dev ouring fire; even He
was pleafcd to command and raife that ftormy
wind,” by which thefe pleafing hopes, from the
flourithing crops, were generzlly very fuch di-
minifhed, and in manv infiances, brought low
indeed ; while, in fome cafes, thcv were blafted
with almoft coirplete difappcintment. -

Under the fame vifitation of the holv and
mighty hand of Eim “ who rules the raging fea;”
what {cenes of terror and difirefs vere produced
among thofe, “ who go down to the fea in fhips,
and do bufirels in the great waters !"—3What aw-

ful
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ful works and “ wonders of the Lord did they
witnefs, while, by the furvy of the tempefi; and
the lifting up of the waves, they were mounted
up to the heavens, and immediately. plunged
down again to the depths—their fouls melting
within them becaufe of trouble!”—And how

inful to every heart cf fenfibility, have been
the tales of woe, and the evidences of diftrefs,
which, by almoft every arrival in our port, and
every other channel of communication, have
been fince conveved to us, day - after day,
in rapid and gloomy fucceffion !-—What wrecks
of veflels'—What damage and lofs of their va-
luable cargoes'—But, ah! how much more af-
fettin —how mexprefiibly affliting—what de-
ﬁruéhon of the numerous, precious lives of our
fellow mortals, who have been overwhelmed by
the boifterous winds and waves, and have funk
into a watery grave'!—In thele calamities, not a
few of the inhabitants of our city have largely
fhared: fome, from rich portions of their pro-
perty; and others from friends of inefiimable
worth, 2and importance to their happinefs, {ud-
denly buried in the depth of thefea. While by
many, who have not experienced thefe afflictions
to the fame extent, they have yet been felt al-
moft as deeply as if they had been fully realized;
by fome, while they witnefled the fate of their
companions perlihmg before their eves, and be-
ing themfelves in the fame circumftances of dan-
ger, would naturally feel their minds tofled in a
ftate of moft painful fufpenfe, and agitated with
2 tumult of confli*ling emotions, between. the
rembling, diftant hope of life, and the alarming
profpe& of immediate ‘death——and by others

ag all]
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again, who, rcmaining at home, far from thefe
fcenes of death and terror, fuppofed fome of
their deareft friends to be expofed to thefe aw-
ful perils; and from the apprehenfion of this,
felt their hearts wrung with un{peakable anguifh,
during the tedious iapfe of time in which they
were waiting for the anxioufly expetted informa-
tion, which was to decide the interefting queftion,
whether thole endeared friends were fpared
among the living, or numbered with the dead.

Oh ! thatall concerned, would learn to reve-
rence the Lord, “the great and dreadful God,”
“ who maketh himielf known by the ]udrrments
which he executeth;” that all who feel the pains
and forrows occafioned by the infliction of his
righteous judgments, would be duly “ humbled
under his mighty hand,” in the exercife of < that
godly {forrow for fin, which worketh repentance
unto falvation, not to be repented of ;" and that
all who have feen the « wonders of his mercy,”
fhewn to themfelves and to their friends, in the
midft of the defiruttive calamities which have
been permitted to fall upon others, would, < with
their fouls, and all within them, ‘blefs the holy
name of the Lord, who hath gracioufly redeemed
the lives, moft preciaus to them, from deftruction,
and crowned them with loving kindnefs and ten-
der mercies !

The prefent fuinmer has been a feafon of un-
comon general health in our city.—The degree
and extent in which this bleffing has been hither-
to enjoyed among us, has not, p"map>, been pa-
ralleled for a lono courfe of vearspait. Yet, du-

ring this umommonly heaithlul fca{on wo have
b(""?r

cwn . men——

» See Note at the end of the Ditcourdfe.
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been called to lament tke death of feveral pPrfons *
within the circle of our acquaintance, who oc-
cupied important places 1 the community, or
whofe lives were peculiarly dear and v luable to -
their families and friexds. Within the limits of
our own congrcgatiors, in particular, fome fond
parents kave been called to witnefs the opening
buds and blofloms of beauty and lovelinefs, which
they were admiring, and with . which they were,
from dav to dav, more and more d°lnght£d in the
young children of their affeétions, finitten, in an
unexpe&od hour, by the chilling blait of death;

and all the growing fatisf2¥ions and pleaxures
which were anticipated from thefe fources of hap-
pinels, turned into painiul difappointment and
unavailing tears. By other families, the bereave’
ing difpenfations of Divine Prsvidence have been
much morc deeply fclt, while thofe who fuftained
the refpectable charatters, and filled the 1mpor-
tant {tations of worthy, affeCtionate, and moft va-
luable wives and motners, have fubmitted to that
awful firoke of ceath, which diflolves the firong-
eft and the {weeteft ties of nature, and tcrmmates
that moft intimate and endearing connexion In
which human friendthip is the moft perfett, and
produttive of the largeft portion of reciprocal
benefits and comforts: and thus have their dear
children been deprived of thofe maternal, pious
counfels and cares, which were of the higheft im-
portance to them, in forming their tender minds,
and guiding their mexperienced years, and bring-
ing them forward into life, with good principles
and corrett manners, and with all the peculiar ad-
vantages, which a religious and virtuous educa-

tion,
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tion, rccommended by the moft perfuafive ex-
ample, is adapted te iecure.

" In other families again, we have fecn thofe
branchss which were growing up to the full glory
of youth, or flourithing in the firft fiage of ma-
tarity of years, and, like the flowers of {pring,
:n their fweeteft bioom, were coming forth wita
the faireft promife of continuing long the orna-
ments and the bleflings of fociety—thefe we have
feen, in the feafon of the highelt expectation,
and while the brighteft profpetis were opening
before them, cut down by the unfparing hand of
death. While the eye of admiration and aflcttion
was locking upon them with the fondeft dclight
and hope, “ they have, as fhadows, iled away,
and continued not” in the fcencs, in which they
were ready to rejoice, and were apparently pre-
pared to diffufe joy and plealure among all around
them. |

Shall 1 be allowed to call your attention to fe-
veral late infiances of this nature, which have
been deeply felt in exteniive circles among us,
and which are particulasly fiited to minifier the
moft ufeful intirnétion and improvernent to all
who were acquainted with them? -

Thofe early vilims of mortality, to which 1
allude, were all of that clafs, 1n which the mild
lufire of the accomplifhments, and the virtues
which belong eminently to the female characier,
gives to youth its moft attrallive charms.

The firt of ihefe¥, in the orderin which they have
been prefented toournotice, on the gloomy roil ot
death, was jufl completing the courle of a poiite

education:

« Mys Hannao Shnbrick, daughicr of Colonei Them.s
Shubrick, and of Mrs, Mary bhubrick. -
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education.” Her teniper and manners, and. thé
improvements which her mind had derived fepm
the attention and care with which it was cultiva<
ted, were well adapted to conciliate the goadwill
and affe€tion of her acquaintances and friends,

and to excite in the hearts of her parents, elpeci-
ally, and of ali her near connexicns, the moft
vrateful fatisfactions and pleafing hopes. But how
tranfient and delufive may be thofe fatisfattions
and hopes, which reft on the preczrious ground
of youth and health!'—While the bloom of youth,
and the glow of health, illumined her counte-
nance, and feemed to indicate the fecure and
long continued enjoyment of life, an excurfion
to that ifland, in our harbour, to which fo many.
of our citizens refort, darin ng the fummer-months,
as an agreeable retreat, and | particularly favorabie
to the Drefermtlon or the reftoration of health,

furnifhed to her the occafion for receiving into
her {v(tem the {eeds of 2 violent difeafle, whlch
foon termlmted with her mortal life, all the ri-
fing joys for this world, which were expelted
from her fociety, from her ripeniug intelletual .

powers, and from her increafing attainments in -

wifdom and virtue!

Soun after this affli€ting event, the melancholy
tidings were received of the death of an only
daughter * of a widowed mother, who was, inan
high degree, the joy and hope of her fond pa-
rent, and the delight of her other connexions
and friends. With the attainment of a fcr+ addi-
tional years beyvond thofe which had been reached

in the affe€ting inftance, which we have beei con«
fidering,

-._..—-—-—h

* M- Fane Stock, wife of Dr. [homas btock, and daugh-
ter of the late Trhomas Smith, cfq. and of Mrs. )ane Smith.
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fidering, fhe had proportionably advanced in the
improvements of the raind, and had enjoyed a
longer feafon, with increaled acdvantages, for dif-
piavm«r the moft amiable difpofitions of the heart,
and for performing every duty of filiallove, and
every office of benevolence and friendthip, with=
in the fphere in which he moved Hence the
became endeared i~ her family, and to all who
enjoyed her fociety, in the fame proportion 1in
which her folid worth was n:ore and more known,
and the charms of hker amiable charaler, and
pleafing deportment, were more and more fully
manifefted. Blefled with a very defirable mea-
fure of intelligence. fenfibility, and difcretion,
her mind was carefully cultivated by a religious,
as well as arefined education; and for fome time
paft ihe exhibited, in her converirtion and con-
duét, the pleafing indications, that by the Spirit
of Grace, through the infiruétion of the word of
God, the was ul*.mately led to choofe and to
embrace the reiigion of Chrift, as the crowning
excellence of every character, and to regard this
as the only foundation upon which the rationai
hepe of happinels can be built. Thus was fhe
cminently qualified to enjoy, and to reciprocate,
the peculiar happinefs of the married flate. Into
that {tate fhe had lately entered; and, in every re-
fpet, excepting the poffeffion of health, fhe
found hericlf as happy in it, as a corrett judgment,
and reafonable aifeltion, could anticipate. But
alas!—latent difeafe was making its fure progrefs,
though advancing by almoft 1mperc'>pt1b]e fteps,
in und: rmining her conftitution: and this having
baffied all the previous means of relief, and final-

ly the only remaining meafure, which {eemed to
C promife
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promife any benefit, that of her removal to the
more temperate fTummer climate of the middis
flates, fhe there®, at length, yielded to its irrefifi-
ible, wafting powcr. A long courfe of moft dif-
trefling bodily pain and fuffering, the fupported
with a remarkable and moft éxemplary chriftian
fortitude and patience, till fhe approached the
long expefled, and now ardently defired hour of
her diffolution; when, compofed, ferene, and
ful, the breathed out one of the mideft.
moft geutle, and affeCtionate {pirits, by whick
human clay was ever animated, into the hands of
him who had redeemed it, and in whom fhe con-
tinued, even to the clofe of the trying fcene, to
truft, with an humble confidence, and animating
hope, as her only and all fufficient Saviour. Thus
did the fall afleep in Jefus, her Redeemer; and
thus has fthe left the connexions and friends, who
were moft dear to her heart, and by whom fhe
was defervedly beloved, with a moft cordial affec-
tion—long to mourn her early removal from
them, as an afflition, which would be almoft in-
fupportable, if it were not alleviated by the con-
{oling confideration, that they are not left  to for-
row, in this cafe, as thole who have no hope;”
but as thofe, who feem to have good ground, in-
deed, for cherifhizg the blefled hope, that their
heavy lofs is her great, her unfpeakable, and ever-
lafting gain. |
Scarcely was the mind allowed time vo mufe
upon this affe€ting, impreflive {fcene of mingled
forrow and confolation, when the deeply aftlitt-
ing intelligence was received, that another wi-

dowed mother, who had, for the fummer feafon,
retired

® At Germantown, in Pennfylvania.
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retired, with her family, toa fituation on the fea-
board,* notvery diftant from our city, had been
called to mourn, under a moft painful, bereaving
firoke of the holy hand of God, which had cut
fhort the days of her eldeft daughter, while yet
in her fixteenth yeart, This firoke was the z:fs
apprehended, and gave the greater fhock to the
feelings of thefe who were moft nearly concern-
ed in it; as the fubjet of it, favored with an ex-
cellent conftitution, had enjoyed, almoft without
interruption, a meafure of health rarely equalled
even at that early period of life. But what are
the flattering hopes whichreft on fuch precarious
grounds?>—How imperceptible the line which di-
vides health from ficknefs! How fhort the fiep
from life to death. Our lovely, youthful friend,
in the courfe of a walk, undertaken for the pur-
pofe of recreation, or as an healthful exercife,
laid the foundation of her laft illnefs; which, in
its firft attack, put cn no very alarming appear-
zivce; but which, neverthelefs, very foon confu-
med a!l the firength and beauty of her fine mor-
tal frame, and laid it low in its kindred dufl. This
young lady was the daughter of parents. both o1
whofe fathers? were minifters of the gofpel, and
hcrorably diftinguithed by their ta:ents and their
pious and ufeful labours, in their refpeltive 1m-
portaiit {fpheres of fervice and influence, in the
C2 church

» W )

e An ifland in the harbour of Georgetown, South-Cari ..

+ Mifs Eliza Ramfay, daughter of the late Do&or Joi:ih
H. Ramfay, and of Mrs. Mary Ramfay. .

t The late Reveread William Ramfay, of Fairfield, New-
jerfey: and the late Reverend William Tennent, who ‘was,
for 2 number of years, paftor of she Independent or Congrega-
sional Church, in this city, and the immediate predeceflor of
its prefent paftors.
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church and in the community. ler own futiior
was long well known, and juftly, and highiv ei-
teemed, as an attive, zealous fupporter of our
church, and as a valuable phyfician, 1n extenfive
and growing practice, in our citv. Deeply lament-
ed b\' his numerous fricnds. and to the unfpeak-
able lofs of his bereaved family, he finifhed his
mortal courfe about three vears ago, ata ,)'*rx(,d
in which he might be confidered 25 vet 1 the
prime of his days The worthy niother of his
children, thus bereaved of the hufband of her
youth, of her beft mortal friend, and earthly fup-

port, was at the fame t: ne {ubjefted to an ill fiaie
of health, of long contmuance, which unavoid-
ably rendered her attention to the concerns of her
family, peculiarly difficult and irying. In thefe
c¢ircumftances, it feemed as if a wife Providence
had kindlv raifed up this excellent daughter, fur-
nithed with qllalulC'lllOl]b, rarely pof lefled at fo
early a period of life, tobe the companion and
friend of her afflicted mother, and a moft valuable
helper in the variety of her aﬂaua, and to be al-
{o a judicious, attentive infir ucter, and an ufeful
guide and exampl. to the vounger children of the
family. Endued witha i uperior underftanding,

well cultivated bv 2 judicious education, and with
an uncommon deorree of actlivitv and firmnefs of
mind, fhe was fxtted for the m'mawement of 1m-
portant concerns, that might have bcen fuppofed
to be above her vears; and diitinguifhed by a ve-
ry amiable temper, and by many perfonal at-
traltions, the was not only peculiarly endeared to
her affettionate parent and ncareft relations, but
greatly efteemed and beloved by all who were
intimately arquainted with her, and were quali-

fied
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ficd to forma proper eftimate of her merit. Pof-
.dx d of thefe advantages, her profpells, for
future life, were, ia various refpells, more than
<-1Jinmil\ flattering.  But how fuddenly were
1woie bright promeﬂ» covered with a cloud of
the dec; peit gloom! Howquickly were thofe plea-
fant {venes of prefentand of expetted happinefs,
and ufefulnefs, clofed in death and mourning!
How my fterious the Providence, which fo foon
:fiicted this frefh and decp wound upon the
h cart of a tender mother, “ whofe life was now,
i1 a manner, bound up in the life of this darhnfr
child;” and which called fo many affe&xomte
weeping relatives and friends, to give up the ma-
ny dear comforts and pleafures, already en_]oyed
in her fociety, and to {uffer the n.oft painful dif-
apl)omtment of all thofe pleafing hopes, for this
world, which were founded on the well known
virtues, and the flifll unfolding, growing excel-
lencies of her charatter!

But let all concerned “ be dumb,” and not al-
fow a repining thought to be cherifhed in their
heasts, or a murmuring word to efcape from their
lips! If the Lord gives grace, he has a right to
crown that'grace, as foon as he pleafes, with glo-
ry: and he can abundantly compenfate the dif-
appointments and {ufferings of this prefent time,
with the fatisfation and joys of eternity. In all
cafes, he has an abfolute 1ight “ to do what he
will with his own.” To his fovereign, holy will,
in this cafe, let every mourner humbly and
cordially bow; remembering, ¢ that the Lod
hath done it,” and affured that « He dbeth all
things well,” however incompetent our. feeble,

h.mstcd faculties mav be to {can his works, or-fa-
(3 thom
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thom the depths of the infinite knowledge and
wif{dom which mark all his difpenfations.

And fhall not every mourner, under thisheavy
afflittion, ftill be difpofed to fay, it is the Lord,
let him do what feemeth him good;” even when,
like the meffengers of Job, arriving in quick fuc-
ceflion, with the information of fome new cala-
mity fallen upon him, the forrowful tidings are
again brought to them, from the fame quarter,
announcing that, within the fpace of one thort
week, after the lamented death of her, for whom
the tears of affeCtionate friendthip and tender{or-
row, were yet freely flowing, the days of another
youthful friend, her coufin, and her familiar and
dear companion,* were alfo “numbered and finifh-
ed !”—Thus, within the fphere of the nearett fa-
mily connexion, forrow was quickly added to for-
row. And thus was a new circle of the afilited,
called to mingle their tears with the former nume-
~ rous mourners, in lamenting the lofs of a worthy
and beloved daughter, wife, fifter, and friend;
who, before the had yet paflfed through the feafon
of youth, was fummoned, {o foon, to follow her
dear, departed relative to the world of {pirits!—
Oh! how many of the {weetcit enjoyments, and
of the favorite hopes of this mortal life, have,
by thefe events, been fhaken down to the earth,
and now lie deeply buried in the grave, ¢ that
land of darknefs, which is as darknefs it{elf, even
the thadow of death, without any order, and
where the light is darknefs!”

But with Aaron, when his two fons wecre, at

once,

@ Mrs. Francis Tucker, wife of John Tucker, efq. and
daughter of Charles Brown, efq. and of Mrs. Sufanna Brown.
Mrs. Brown and Mrs. Ramfay are fifters, both of them being
daughters of the late Rev. William Tennent,




39

ence, firuck dead before his eyes; and with Job,
when, in one day, he was bereaved of ali his
children, even of his “feven fons and three daugh-
ters,” it furely becomes all, who have been *hus
called to fuffer under thefe painful firokes of the
bereaving hand of the only wife and moft ‘soly
Lord God, to « hold their peace” in filent adora-
tion; or, if they muft fpeak, to fay, with pro-
found fubmiffion, « The Lord hath given and the
Lord hath taken away; bleffed be the name ol the
Lord;"—and ir the fpirit of the moft prompt
and ready obedience to his authoritative and gra-
cious voice, to. “ be ftill and know that he 1s God!”
In the feveral inftances which we have hLeen
eontemplating, we fee, as an excellent rioral
poet* obferves, that « Death loves a lofty mark.”
And oh! how affeCling to every lecling heart, to
fee the fatal arrows of this “laft enemy” thus
difcharged with the fureft aim, and thus bringing
down tp the duft, in fuch quick fucceffion, fo
many amiable perfons from the lofty eminence of
youth, and joy, and hope, on which they lately
ftood ! | |
But white fuch inflances of mortality are moft
afflitmg to the feelings of our nature, they are
peculiarly adapted to yield to the refle€ting mind,
and to the heart foftened and humbled under the
affliGtion, much profitable infiruétion, and fpiritual
benefit. According to the defcriptive, pathetic,
and nervous language of the celebrated author of
the  Night Thoughts,” juft quoted:
e ——¢¢ Smitten friends
« Are angels fent en errands full of love;
«¢ For us they languifh, and for us they die:
« And fhall they languifh, fhall they die in vaiz 7
C 4 | No

: 3
» Dr. Young, in his = Night Thoughts.” ~

g
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No my friends, God iforbid, that we fhould re-
fufe to be infiructed and profited, by the i:{fons
of wildom and piety, which their ceath is fitred
to imprefs, moft deeply upon cur hzaris!

And profitable, indeed, to thuic whe have
been czlled to mourn, and to “ humble t.’sc-m—
felves under the mighty and the holv ¢ of
God,” which has “ taken awayv the uch.e of
their eyes with a firoke,” if their {oriows fiiz!l
lead th>-m to lean upon the Almighty zrm of
“ Him who has {mitten them,” for The im port
which they need; if the anguifh of their Lleed-
ing hearts fhall confirain them to ie¢k for, that
they may become partakers of thofe “ conlola-
tions of God which are not {mall;” if the remo-
va' of thofe dear mortal objefts of their affec-
tions, fhall ergage them, to refort to the ever-
living and al’ {ufficient Ged, as *“ their refuge
and por'lon in the land of the living,” and {from
the little fireams of pleafure and delight wkich
have failed them in the creatures, to betake therm-
felves to the infinite, everlafting, inexhaufiikle
fountain of jov and happinef~, in the Creator,
who is blefled forever; if the painful trial of giv-
ing up, at their heavenly Yathers call, thofe
highly valued temporal comtorts, which their
hearts would have moft fondly retained, fhall
{erve to teach them the wifdom of “ fetting their
affeCtions, not on things on earth, but on things
above, where Chrift,” the Divine friend and =d-
vocate of his people, “ who can be touched with
the feeling of all their infirmities and difirefies,”
“ fitteth on the right hand of God,” and there
“ ever liveth to make interceffion for them, and

is ever rcady to make his grace fufficient for them,
‘cnd
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and his firength periect in their weaknefs;” if. 1
thort. the diiireffing difappointmerts, which have
been experienced in the love of the creature,
fhal! prove effe€tual to periuade them to empiov
their moft folicitous and atiive endeavors, (o ok-
tain a genuine and encrealing expeiience of “ the
love ¢f God in Canft Jeius the Lord,” and cf
the fatisfying, tae immortal ard ever-growing
fruizs and felicities of this love. from which
they can never te {eparcted, ncither iy the irail-
ty or power of any (Teivre; neither by life, nor
by death; neither by thir.zs prefert, nor by things
o come:” If, through tae fan&tifving bleffing of
the only wife, and mcit gracious God and Savioiirn,
« who chafiens tho’e. whecm he loves, znd afiiits
them net for his plealure, tut for their profit™—
« thefe 2fHictions, whick are net for the preient
jovous Lut grievous, all e made thus to vield
to the fuljeéls of ther, the peacezble fruits of
righteoufnefs,” the iiefiimatle Leneiits of the
holy religion of Chrif:—tsey vill then know and
feel that « happy are the pericns whom the Lord
correteth,” for fuch falutiry and beneicent ptr-
pofes; and thev wili theu ke lod with humble,
futmiffive, grateiul hea:t5, 10 acknewledoe that,
« it is indeed good for taem that tae) have been
thus affiicted.”

The bereaving difenfatiors of Divine I'rovi-
dence, which we ke been contemylating, ere
well adagted to ac..onith and to epe oo narei

~
-
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2 as human infirumentality can go, to form their
condu according to the divine principles and
{acred rulesof the Gofpel of Chrift. Then might
they hope, that the diftinguithing advantages of
a truiy chriflian education, for the prefent wesld,
would be fooner or later happily realized by the
children of their affeftions; and then would they
have the peculiar fatisfaction of having faithfully
laid the beft foundation within their power, for
the enjoyment of the greateft comfort *u their
beloved children, while living with them, and of
the firongeft confolation refpefting them, if they
fhould be removed from them by an early death.
Or whatever mav be the fuccels of their pioud
2ttentions and labours, direfled to the promotion
of the fpiritual benefit, and eternal falvation of
their children, rather than to the advancement of
their temporal interefis and worldly profpernty,
they will, at leaft. have the moft fatisfaCtory
ground for “ rejoicing in the teftimony of their
own confcience,” and in the confoling hope,
warranted by the word of God, that they them-
felves fhallbe gracioufly a:ceuted, honored, and
recompenfed as  the good aad faithful fervants
of the Lord,” who have, like © Abraham, the
father of the faithful,” inftruted and “ command-
ed their children, and their houfehold, that they
might underftand and keep the way of the Lord.”

To the yoath in our affemblies, the voice of
Providence, iu thefe early inftances of mortality,
moft clearly fpeaks, with the greateft {olemnity
and cmphaﬁs,&,emanding their {pecial attention,
and z2dapted to be effeftual with them to the pur-
pofes of admonition and perfuafion.

Some of vou. from vour near connexion with

thofe
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thofe amiable relatives and friends. who were
your pride and joy, while living, and from the
deep intereft which you have felt in their feeming-
ly premature, and much lamented deaths, have,
probably, learned to enter, in {fome meafure, into
the fpirit of the elegant and pious Warrs, who,
when fpeaking of our deareft joys, our neareft
friends; the partners of our blood, obferves—
¢ The brighr=ft thinps below the fky
¢ Give but a flattering light;
“ We fhould fufpe& fome dangzr nigh
“« Where we poflef(s delight.”

And all of you, by thefe affefting events, ta-
king piace in fuch quick fucceffion, have certain-
ly been reminded, in a manner the mofi convin-
cing and impreffive, that “ the t:me is fhort”—
that the continuance of human life, in every itage
and period of it, is extreniely precarious—that,
“ 1i the midit of life,” when your hopes of a
long protralte? cnjoyment of it may be the moft
fanguine, “ you may be in death.” You may,
perhaps, be inclined to view yourfelves, as juft
fetting out in the journey ot life: You may, how-
ever, in reality, be now advanced to the very
borders of the grave, and ready to defcend into
that “ houfe prepared forallliving;” there tobe
joined with those, who hu.ve gone down to the
long home of the ciildren of men, i the midft
of as promifirg a feafon, and from as bright
{cenes and preipelts of a worldly nature, as thofe
which you now =njoy, and in which you may be
ftill difpofed to glory and to triumph. Beadmo-
nithed then, by the unexpelted death of otiers
around ycu, and by the equally precaricus cir-

cumftances of your own fituation, to guard againt
the
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the folly of mdul«mg any longer delay, in the
all-nmportam buiinefs of preparat.on for death
and eternity: and be perfuaded to feek the Lord
vour God and Saviour, while he may be found,
and to call upon him while he is near,” for the
communication of his Spirit 2nd grace, which
he is ready to give to thoie whoatk him; that, by
his agency, you may be immedidtely made new
creatures in Chrift, and henceforth pur!'ue a new
courfe of life, even that life of faith, of holinefs,
of happineis, 2nd of ufcfulnefs on earth, in which
vou will be daily acquiring the beft preparation
for a fafe, a peaceful, a comfortable death ; and
which you will find, beyond the grave, perfetted
and perpetuated, ii a flate of the higheft glory
and felicity, through all the ages of an unwatting
immortality.

My dewr-young fiiends, do vou not refpeét
vour paﬁma ~and 10\e vour ’"rrentsr' Now, fo far
as they feel a {icit of Chiifiian piety, they che-
rifh a cordial and mof® tender - alﬁéhon for you,
and they could have no greater oy, than to
fee vou’ beommng, without farther delay, “ to
walk in the truth,” or acconiing to the; (.o&rmev.
and the preceptsof < pure and uy vdefiled rel:gion.”
Do you not love your own fot'ls; o4 defire that
thev thould be happy in life, in death, and for-
ever?— Y ou cannot then, confiftent.y, thinX it too
foon, but muft m**~r confider it as “ high time,”
10 enter upon u... purfue thofe peaceful it
ways of heavenly wifdom, in which alotie -t |
truc happinefs of the prefent life can be twund

and which will certainly conduct you to the final

enjoyment of a future blefled and glorious im-

mertality. Do vou feel any meafure of a hécom-
]l]"
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21:g regard for the church of Chrift, for iis per-
petmtv, its profperity, its increalc in the world,
in the view of its comprehending thofe ineftima-
ble and moft precious interefis of our being,
which unquefiionably demand the fir{t attention,
and the moft folicitous and unremitted cares oi
the children of men?—Remember then, that it
claims the earlieft, and the longefi continued fup-

rt of which vou are capable, and that it migh:
EZ greatlv bencfitted, particularly by the ardent
pious zeal, and aftive generous fervices of your
youthful years; and be affurad, that as 1t mofi
kindly invites, fo it would, moft willingly, arnd
gladly receive you into its parental, afictlionate
bofom. Would you with to fhew that vou are in-
fluenced by the fear of God, and to manifefi, in
your conduét, the noblefl and befi diipofition
that can poffibly animate your breafis, the dife-
fition to love and to honor, with all vour pow-
ers, the adorable Author of vour being wrd re-
demption, of all your mercies and hopes? Would
you now enjoy “ his favor, in which is vour life?
Would you find him < the fireagth of your heart.
and your unfailing portion, when vour fl=fh and
vour heart fhall fail vou in death?*—Would vou
fiand, « with holy boldnefs, before Lim in the
day of judgment>” And would youdwell {orever
“ in his prefence, in which is fulnefs of jov, and
at his right hand, where are plealures ferever
morc”’-—-!‘v thefe confiderations then, and by al!
that is infiru€ive, admonitery, and. peri'u:a!i\'c
in the word, and 1n the Providence of Gzd, be
entreated to think ferioufly of the great ends for
which vour life, with all veur cxalud, rationasl
faculties have been given you, and to keep in

conliant




46

conflant view the folemn fcenes of death, of judg-
ment, and eternity, to which you are haftening.
Then would vou, “ according to our earneft ex-
peftation and hope,” be perfuaded immediately
to “ give your hearts,” and devote yourfelves to
your Maker and vour Redeemer, and thus would
vou be’prepared “ to live and to die to the Lord ;”
and at the end of your mortal courfe, whether
this may be fhorter or longer, you will be num-
bered with all the faints, and with them rejoice
and triumph in glory everlafting.

Asit well becomes the young to remember their
Creator and Redeemer “ in the days of their
¥outh ;” that they may, immediately, begin to

 Tive to God,” and for eternity, which is their
moft reafonable fervice ; fe it deeply concernsall,
whether in the period of more youthful or more
advanced years, who have yet known only the
times which belong to the natural life of man, to
feek, without further celav, for « the grace by
which they may be faved through faith, * for the
communication of the Spirit of Grace, by whofe
Almighty agency they may be made new crea-
tures in Chrift, and thus be prepared to enter
upon and purfue the courfe of that fpiritual life,
on earth, which is the beginning of life eternal,
perfetted in heaven.

While you remain impenitent and unbelieving,
you continue to be, what all men are by nature,
* children of wrath;” you are now “dead in tref-
pafles and fins;” and, according to the fentence
of the holy, vnolated law of God, which declares,
that “ the foul which finneth fhall die,” you are
condemned to that eternal death, which confti-
tutes the juft punithment and full wages of fin.

Edasetitotys: The
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The delay of the execution of this{entence, which
you have experienced, is fufpended, as it were,
upon a breath—and this you know, is in the hand
of the Lord—againft whom you are continually
multiplying your oﬂ'enres, while “ his wrath
ftill abideth on you,” becaufe vou ftill refufe to
repent, and turn from your tranfgreﬂions and to
believe 1n his Son Jefus Chrift, in whom, alone,
vcu can obtain reconciliation and peace with him.
In the moment when He, whofe juftice and pa-
tience you are thus provokincr “ fhall take awav
your breath, you die;” your bodily frame returns
to its earth—and your immortal fpmt if not in-
terefted in the Saviour, who 1s “ the refurrettion
and the life, finks into inevitable and hoPelefs
perdition.

In thefe circumftances of guilt and danger, is
not ““ the great {alvation,” Wthh the Redeema
has purchafcd with his precious blood, and which
15 moft freely offered to finners in the gofpel, “ the
one thing needful” to your fouls?—And 1s thisac-
cordingly an objet of your earneft defire; and
is it your {erious concern, that you may become
the happy partakers of it >—But when vou think
of feeking it, are vou difcouraged by the appre-
henfion that all your {olicitude about it, and all
your attempts to fecure 1t, may be unav alhno ;
as the purpoles of God, and the plan of his pro-
ceedings, refpetting every perfon, are, from eter-
nity, unalterably fixed ?-—This is, indeed, a truth
moftclearly afferted, and moftabundantly confirm-
edinhiswerd; and onany other principle we could
" not, ratlonally, allow him to be a God, “ whofe
underftanding and wifdom are infinite;” or con-
fider him as properly qualified to be the Gover-

nO;
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hor of the univerfe, which he has created. On
any other {uppofition, indeed, it muft be ad-
mitted, that contingencies may occur, which he
had not forefeen, or for which he had not pro-
vided, and by which the mofl important defigns
and meafures of his government might be defeat-
ed; and the fubjetts of it could have no folid
ground of confidence towards him, that they fhall
realize the expeltations from him, which they
‘have formed and entertained, according to his
word. But why fthould vou, inthe vrefent cafe,
allow vour minds to be perple\ed with thole
fecret thana which belonz to Ged?” With thefe
things you “have no concern as motives of action.
Is 1t not enouOh that “ the tnmgs which are re-
vealed belong to you,” and which have been re-
vealed with the view of infit encing vour conduct?
And has not the great God, « whofe judgments
are unfearchable, “and whofe w: ays are paft ﬁndmo*
out,” revealed himfelf to us, as “ the God of all
grace,” and “ the Father of mercies,” 1n his be-
loved Son?—Has he not manifefied his wonder-
ful and unparelleled love to guilty,” ruined, and
helplefs men, in {ending his beloved Son into
the world, in our nature, ““ to {ufier for fins—the
suft Onc for the unjufi,”—* that whosoever be-
lieveth in him might not perith, but have ever-
lufting life?’ ’---Doeb not his facred word teftify,
that  he is not willing that any fhould perith,
but that ail fhould come to repentance?”---Has
he not, moft plainly, and pofitively declared, and
confirmed his word with a moft {olemn oath, {ay-
ing, “As T live, faith the Lord, I have no plea-
.fule in the d-ath of the wicked; but that the
wicked turn from his way and live:”"—turn vye,
turn
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turn ye, from your evil ways; for why will ye
die, O houfe of Ifrael>”—Have not, alfo, the
various difpenfztions of his Providence towards
you, apparentl‘, concurred in fpeaking the fame-
language, while, by the “ riches of his good-
nefs,” he has been alluring you, and, perhaps,
alfo, by the feverity of his cha{hfement he has
been exciting you to repent of your fins, that
vou may obtain “ the forgivenefs which is with
him:” and “ to belicve in his Son Jefus Chnfi,
that you may be faved ;”—that you may be {aved
from your fins, and { rom the future punifhment
which you deferve, on account of them ; and that
youmay enjoy that peace, which he gives, when
in the world you may find only tribulation! And
does not the bleffed Jefus, who, in his Divine na-
ture, is one with the Father, moft affeCtionately
invite * the laboring and the heavy laden to
come unto him, that they may find reft to t*eir
fouls;” folemnly aﬁ'urmg them who come unto
him, ¢ that he will, in no wife, caft them out ?”
efore you'will come unio him, indeed, for
thefe bleflings, you muft be drawn to him by the
Spirit of Grace. But his Holy Spirit, “ your
Heavenly Father, is moft ready to give to thofe
who atk him.” Pray, then, that He may thus fa-
vor you; and, though you may be confcious that
you cannot pray with the proper difpofitions of
heart, and may apprehend that you have no right
to plead any promife of God, as applicable to
your partlcular cafe; yet, pray as well as you can,
till you obtain the genuine  ({pirit of prayer
and fupplication;” and fiill encourage the hope
that He, who is 1eprefented under the charatter
of « the Hearer of prayer,” with the view of en-
D gaging
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gaging “all fleirto come unto him, ”—-tb at “ He
who heareth even the voung ravens, when they
cry, and giveih them their food”—that * 1% who
often delivereth the chiidren of men out of their
difireffes, wien thev crv unto him in their tem-
porzl trouble’ " that Hé, who has, in innumera-
ble inftances, glorified his name m the everlafiing
falvation of ﬁnner.,, when they have been led to
enqmr° « what tiacy fhzii do to be zved>”—and
to improve the appointed means of gracz ; though

they have done thele thiags, at £ rlt nierely from
a regard to their cwn n:;ppmefa. that IZe will be
found fiill ready “ to fhew you his mercy,” when
you carnefily implore it; and “to grant you the
falvation,” for which you call upcn him, asin
this work of grace he eminently delights! The
hufbandman, who“ ploughethand fowetkin ‘wpe »
is imiverfzlly allowed to act wifely, aitiough he
has no affurance that he fhall e “ a pariaker of
his hope”—fince this depends on the will of God,
who appoints and orders the {ealens, fo that, at
his pleafure, they Kindly bring ferward, or prove

unfriendly ana deﬁru&n e, 10 t}‘e expectcd crop.
Be you adiaonithe? N then, to g and do Lkewile;
to ot with equal wifdomin the concerns of your
feuls, fiill attending 1o tie voord, and improving,
in the beft manmer of which you are “‘pable,
the means of fuivation; in the hepe, .iot of fa-
ving }ounc‘\es or meiiting {zlvztion, by thefe
means, but that “Ile who is gracions to whom
he will be gracicus, and wiil fheve merey on whom
he will thew mercy,” and who beftows the bief-
fings of his faver 11 Bis own way and time, may,
fooner or later, give you the repentance and
faith which he requires of you, and may make

VOU
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vou pariakers of the falvation which you deeply
need. which you continue earnefily to {oek, and
whrch will, as it alone can, make voutruly happy
11 time, and complzte your blededneis, through A
all the ages of cternity.

And now, let thofe who are experimentally ac-
quainted with the times iacludzd in the fpiritaal
Iife, be cxhorted to remember their obligations,
that they may 2t conformably to them; and to
confid erand improve theirpriv deves that they may
cnjoy the comfort of them, to “ the praife and
giory of God” in Carift ikeir Redecmer.

As the Providence of God, 1z all its varied dif-
penfations, from the earliefl dawn of vour exifi-
ence, wis conftantly employed in ordermg every.
circamitance and event, in which you were in-
terefied, in fuch a2 manner, as would, ultimately,
prove moft favorable to the accomplifhment of
the great defign of your falvation; fo from the
period in \vhxch by faith in Chrift, “ you paffed.
from death unto life;” all the fucce"qu; dealings
of the Lord with you, have bzen ma%k-d with
the ¢vidences and tokens of his diftinzuithing
loving Lindnefs and tender mercy : while all t‘lmgs
comforta ble and aMilling, under his direCling
hand, znd throuzh his fan!‘hf\ ing grace, have
been ¢ working together for vour good;” and
vour greateft mals efner-allv, “have been moft
mfeh and kindly ordor >d, with the view of their
vieldinz to you the prefent peaceable fruit of
rm’)teo.z fnefs, and of working for you a far
more exceeding and eternzl wew")t of future glo-
rv.”—Thus hxoluy favored of the Lord, ¢ let your
fouls, and all within you, blefs his holy name,
for all Lis benefits,” which you have alreadv ex-

' D 2 perienced;
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periericed; and, coniiding with a fironz and ficd-
faft faith, in “the gr eat and precxous promi ies
of the golpel, which relate to the life that now
15, and to that which is tv come. and which are
~in Chrift, vea and amen”---go on your way, re-
joicing—affured, that « gor)unefs and mercy fhall
fiill fcllow vou,” even to the end of your courfe.
Called to be the followers of Chrift, your Savicur
and your Lord; and prof'cﬂ"mor to have devoted
vourfelves, unreferv edly, to his fervice, fiudy and
labor, with conftant praver, for increzfing light
and grace, that vou may underfiand his mll and
approve vourfe!ves his geed and faithiul {ervants;
and fhew yourfclves worthv of the hgh honor
with =kich he difiinguifhes his (ufcxplcs when he
fays—* Ye are myﬁ icnds, 1f ye do whatioever I
command you.” In the fiaticns, which he ap-
points to you, in the world and in his church,
diiigengly attend to the duties which he requires
of you. If in thofe fiations, ““ he gives you rich-
1v all things to enjov, be *‘mnkful and humbie,
and rich in all good works:” or if he allows you
no more than fimple “ foc'" and miment > Aiill
‘* be content with fuch thizigs as you have:” And
whatever may be your cncumftanccs tO-da\
“ take no anxicus thou ght for to-mcrrow;’ but

“ cafting all your care un the Lord,” checrfully
fubmit )ourfeh es, and leave 2ll future events,
which you may be concerned, to his difpofal,
* who well knows what things you have need of,”
and who alone knows what is befi for you. ¢ Thus
walking by faith,” and with a confiant, pradlical
regard to “ thc covenant and the teftimonies of
the Lord, you fhall affuredly find, that all his paths
towards you are mercy and truth.”

“ Happy




58

“ Happy is the people that isin fucha cafe —
vea”-—happy indeed—unfpeakably ¢ happy is
the people whofe God is the Lord:”

In all the feafons and viciffitudes of life, the
Lord, “ whofe they are and whom they ferve,”
1s gracioufly with them as ““ their ‘un and Thield -
“ their light and their falvation—their joy and
their firength.” In their laft fo]emn, dving hour,
however f..ddenh, or in whatever circumiiances
it may come, “ they need not fear to walk through
the val! ey and thadow of death;” becaufetlie Lord
their Heavenly Shepherd, their Divire Saviour,
who never leaves nor forfakes his people, fhall
there be with them, to fupportand coinfort then,
and give them the viftory, in the conflict with
the Iaft enemy; and to honor them with “ an en-
trance minifiered tothemaburdantly into hisever-
lafting kingdom.” And having guided and zept
themin the rightandbeft way throughlife; having
prepared and erabled them to inifh their courfe,
in death, with joy; and having, finallv, received
them to glory; they fhall, then, be “ e erwith their
Lord”---and “ beholding his glory”-— and fha-
ying. to the utmoit extent of their capacity, “in
his | joy,” .they fhall, with all the redeemed who
furround his heav enly throne, “ fing the fong of
Mofes, the fervant of God, and the fong of “the
Lamb—{aving, great and marvellous are thy works,
Lord God Alinighty; juft and true are thy ways,
thou King cf Saints!”

By his grace, may we be prepared for joining,
in due time, that great and bleffed affembly ; that
“ with all the faints, we may be forever joyful in
glory,” and forever triumnh “in the high praifes
of our God!” “To vhouin Le glory in the church,

by
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bv Chrift Jefus, throuzhout ali ages. worid with
outend.” fMEN'!

NOTE,
Referred 10 at 22 Foitcrs ¢f Pcge 29.

THE cbicrvations bere made, have a fpeciai reference to
the florm, whick was feitin tic istitndes of the fouthern £21c:,
on the 22d ; buet which rofe rc:to iis hezar 1o the latitade
oi New-York, tili the = 4th of Avgufi, 18c5.

During this tremendoss gale, <o immeale namber of vel-
fcis, at fea, fadatacd very grea: injury, acd ma2ny were com-
p,etcsv wrecked. and £naliv .cil :—And, 1n their defiru3ion,
a muititade of humzn lives were 1nevitzbly mnvolved. Amorg
the initances of this nitere, particularly neciiced and feit i
our city, was the fae fchooner Cezzfir:, Capiita Drommond,
which was upfet, and wrecked, on the paflage from Noifoik
to Charlefton. On board of this packe: were more than twen-
ty oaffengers; and, in the whole, about thirty perions, of
whom only five or fix were, by the good Providerce of God,
preferved on the wreck, till they were ba'\nuv relieved from
their perilous and diftrefling fitnation, by the friendly agency
of Capt. ] a2Es SERRILL, of the brig Soar:- Camlaa. w0 had
encountered, and weathered, the fame ga.c, on hi: pafiage from
Philadelphialto this pori.

But the caufirophe of the fhip R:jz-in-Bixm, onz of the
principal vefels, regularl) employed in the coafting trade, be-
tween this ciiy and New-York, cxcited the mo't extenfive and
painful {enfibilizy, that has bzen experienced among us, from
anv fimilar event, for a Jong courfe of years:—That thir was
purfumg her courte from Charleflon to New York, when fhe
was overtaken with this drezdful and deftrucétive ftorm ; and
after iorng contending with the fury of the elements, was, at
iength, u ‘ert, on Sunday morning, the 24th of Aecgu#, at no
great d ftance from the I\cw—Jerfey fhore. Of f riy-eight
perfoss vho were on board of this veffel, when tiis calzmi-
toas even. tock place, ra.nty-onc pes zﬁ';zd—lncludcd with the
Jait mentiored, were feveral refpedlable inhabitants of oar
city, who have thus left their refpetive families, connexions,
and friends, to mourn under this fudden and very afilicting
firok=, with deep and lailing forrow.—Among thofe, heie

particuiarly
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partice'asiv alinded to, were General M<Puersox, Mr. TaiT,
r. Bowzsiac, Mr. MiLLez, and Mss. Boora and Sox.

In avery weli written acd interefting account cf this aw-
fal {cene of difirefs, 6ift p:.b tithed in one of the dailv papers
in tac city of New-York, the writer bogins with obferving,
that * fince the wreck of the Hajtweid lnd:zman, on tae hoz-
rors of which ihe moit pathetic Rraics of the mourainz male
have been iavithiv poured forth, and the paisters pencil do
frequently emploved, nothing of the kind bas sccurred, at
leafl, that we can at prefent call to recolletion. fo weii calcn-
lated 10 wring the keart of humanity, and to exc'te forso
and fvmpatm, in every boiom, not whollv ibat ag2nd inz tcn-
der vifilings of our paiare, as the &:pwrect oi the Hsfe- ia-
Bkﬁ'.”

Proceeding to give 2 patkeiic detail of fome of the mch
remarkable circumila: ces, atiending this Gifziirous evear, he
- flates,—among other ax finzy pariicalars, that ““ia the
gailant efforts of a brave father, 10 fave a beioved chil
General M“Pssrsox, who, from theeariteft 10 the latefl mo-
ment, inceflactlv excizimed, Save my Jus:ifor, was numbered
with the dead;” and that « Mr. BooT, ancther of the pai-
fengers, was called 1o fvffzr the pecoliarly pzinfal tnal of
feeing his wife and child buried forever in the deep.” i
M Puexso~ was, in 2 masner, aimoit mirzculoefly inatchad
from tke devosring waves, ar ihe moment when 1 izemed, zs
if fhe mauft be incvitably overwheimed by them. Thofe, wko,
toget ther with her, were, by a wonderful mtc‘pon’:u) of Li-
vice mercy and power, dzlivered from the deftru&tion, with
which all appeared to ¢ equaiiy tireatened, after eoalitng
with dangers znd difirefizs, which no languzze caa G-cnite,
dering the remainder of thac memorable d..v and tac fus-
ceeding gloomy right; were, on tac foiiowing dav, taken
off the wreck, by Lapta n Puciax, of the Ericita hrig §<oirt,
who cheeriully confented to gv out of his courle, aad cars ed
them fafciy into New-York. Tae benevolent 2ad gre:: ex-
ertions emploved by this worthy mza, for th: relicf and psc-
fervasion of thefe deely diftreficd fuffcrers; and the very
huomane and kind ztzen:ions by witich he labered 10 muke
their fituation, whaile under Lis care, as comfortateiz as refi-
ble, were, in averv high cegres, Lonorabie 1o his charziter,
as weli as moft pecu.iariv fewfoaable, and ben-ficisi to ihem:
and by them, bis traly frieadiy and 1mportaat fervices, wer:
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felt and acknowledged with the liveliefl feofibility, ‘and with -
a correfpondent-fpirit of honor and gemerofity. - -~ -«

The Rsfe-in-Bloess, befides being charged with fo many
precious lives, wasfmghwd with property, cftimated 2¢ tbe
value of 129,000, or,130,000 dollare—and it was bata {mall
pravortion of this, that was ultimately faved. .

. This very aflliting difafier, has been thus yamcu!ar!y no-
nced on account of* the pamaﬂar intereft in_ it, which has
been fo deeply felt by mzny in our city. It was, however,
but 2 fample of mapy fimilar czlamities at fea, produced by
this awful vifitation of heaven: and fofarasnprcvadcd ca
the land, it has proved extremely injuricus to the crops, which
it has, in very many inflances, greatly diminithed ; and in
fome cafes nearly defiroyed. or wastlnstheonl violent
and deflro8ive florm, which o«cornid dering the fafon, un-
der review—for within the fhort compafs of 2 few weeks of
thi; feafon, feveral other florms, not lefs fevere, though
much lefs extenfive, have been experienced in the Weft-la-
dies, and in different places along the American coaft, and --
efpecialiy ‘o the more fouthern lauitudes; which have mot =
been equalled in namber, violence, and deflruitive confequen-
ces, in the fame fpace-of time, within the kncwledgc, or re-
colletion, of.cur c'deft inkabitants. -

In thefe remarkak’ difpenfationS of “Divine Providence,
may we pot clearly difcern, that té Lords <€ in whofe hands
are all our ume',” «‘hath a controverfy with- a guilty peo-
ple,” and is manifefling his difpleafure againtk their fins, by"
the infliGtion of bis rightecus judgments ’-ﬂct all, then,
who have thus feen ¢ his mighty hand lifted up;” and efpe-
cially thofe who have felt the paiaful ftrokes of his chathﬁng
rod, huomble themfelves beforc bim, indeep repentance foe
their paft offences; and meekly receiving the corre&ion for
thefe, with which they have been vifited, let them learn
to. ‘acknowledge, reverence, love, and ferve him, more
devoutly and faithfally, for the time to come; that in all
things they may, accordmg to their obligations, henceforth
glorify his holy name. ;¢ Fhem, who, from the heart, thus
honor him,” hc will alfo hopor with the diflinguithing blef-
fingsof bis favor, ' ca:th, in heaven, and through Ctd-_ |
Bity, |

FINIS.
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