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G ENTL EMr;N Ol•' 'l'IIE BoAr.n : 

1"ellow-citizc11s,-011 our last g·ala-day, it wa,; my ple~Hing dut y 
to deliver, from 1his platform, "An Ap11lngy for Cullcgiate Bdncn­
tinn." ln accorn pli~l,ing- tl1i8, it became net;e~sary to define 
Education, to prc~cnt a distinct idea of its finn.l c:rnsc nm! to 
exhibit its ~ystcm of instrnmcntal agcncir,s. "1~duca1irm," it was 
then stlltc:d, "is tl1at ~yst:cm of training· which fos a umn for cacli 
and cvc:ry station to whicli he may lw callcll, in time and in 
eternity." It,; final cause, or la~t e1Hl, is "the cultivation and 
enlargement of nil hi ;; facult.iei;-1,hyHical, intellndual a1lll moral­
and that in emllc,s progTcsBion," for tlic happine~s of the rnornl 
universe and the g·lory of its Author. lt,; i11 st ru111cntaliticf; arc the 
trnini11g· agencies of the Family, the S('.]1001, th e Academy, thr, 
Collcg·c, the UniYel'8ity or Sd10ol of l'rofrssiunal st1icly, the lm:si­
nc,:s uf this l1fo :rn<l the employments of tho lil'c to cmlle. 

This analysi:, prcscatccl, in the ce11trc of tho Hm•cn, our own 
theme for that oecatiion. The collr.ge cnrrienlum we exnmi11cd in 
detail, yet with nceessary brevity, sl1c 1vi11g tho adaptation of each 
hrauch uf stu<ly townrd the accomplishment of its own end; and 
all along· raising a warning· voice aguirn:t the too co111mon error, 
that the nttainmcnt of knowlcclg·c is tlte object of collcg·i:1te educa­
tion; a11d on the contrary, holding up ns tlie end, tlw cnll:ivation 
of the mind aud heart-the formation of indcpcndcut thinkers aud 
virt11ou:; actors for human weal :wcl divine glnry. 

'l'l1i,; rctrospoctio11 is ncce~sary in orrlcr to hring us up to our 
po~ition for this clay; yet farther rcenrrencc is 111111cccssary, because 
that <lisctt.~sion is nccc:,siblc to tlw p11blic iu a permanent form. 
It i;; there stro11gly insinu;:itecl that the curric11 !11111, being the growth 
aml resultant of the wis<lom and experience or the world's crluon­
ton; for ceJ1turics, lrnH :1pproximaterl a thcord.ic perfoct.irm. That 
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iusinuation we arc prepal'c11 to endorse nnd tlcfou<l, notwitlu;tuncl­
i11g the numerous cornplaintti which J1 ovc uecn lllad to tiugltl in 
our car,, again,;t the defects of co/loge od11cation rm<l fhc intm l'al­
ities of college Jifo. ror it i8 110t to bu deuiud, tliat parents and 
friends bwc uttered ln11d and unavailing- compluints in both 
rcgards-i. 11., in rcg-al'd to th e mornlities of college und the intel­
foetunl trniiiing and instrnc!ion of tltuir sons. 1\fany a widowed 
mother l1as poured forth the hcart-pierci11g lamc11tation-"Alus ! 
my .. u, my ruined S()JJ ! I placed liim at college in the hope­
the t o fo11d hope - that he would l1ccomc a scholar-a hig-lt­
mincfod, noble, devoted son of scieneo-aud ].trove a stay and 
solace to my declini ng- years-that I should live to see him estab­
lished iu hi s profossion, respect d nnd honor d of' nil mcn--the 
pi·iue of my life and tl1 c uomfort of my dyi11 · day; l,ut, nlus ! he 
has r tul'Ued home a poor, 11e1•volc~a i11ehri 1,1.ta f" ft n has foe 
burning indig nation of th e stcruer parent expressed itself in severe, 
even wrutlifol scorn at the louse morality, defective information and 
half-trained undcr~tanding of his hclovcd l;on. He had pietw·cd 
to himself 1\ dilforcu_t vision-a clan ·t virtue, at tl1e very least 
r llp (ol1fo • ' bn.larship, au 'St ti by " r11dn tion, if not with di. l.inc­
lion, at !co ' t with d ·cen ·y. D nt how different is he from all this! 
~·lo ' din morn1s, vuin in 1 1t11111ers and deportment, idle in habits; 
1113tcad of the pale brnw uf tl1e student, the flushed conntcnancc 
of the bacelianal-iustead of the strong, manly sense of the inde­
pendent thinker, liis style of thought and e.xpwssiou is that of the 
o. • ·on h :ind the h:\ U1'.. lust •utl of the qualifi c11 i.lom1 l' quisite for 

cntrunc~o upou profosrnmal at udios with rcas 11 11hle hop «> f Jwnor­
nLlo uc css, he has only tit utt.rili utes of a pettifog"' r nnd a bur­
r rn orntor. 

Now, my friends, if authorized to act as their agent I won] J 
• • ' l ' m hchulf o( 111! tltr oUeir s of iJw land, put in, in answer to such 
·hor es, tho_ 7 n rid plea of guilty . l do coufl s to gl'cnt pmctieal 

defects. It 1:i lt·uo, ll1 ut mnny youth who e11t r our coll ires tm•n 

~ut hnmornl, tlis:;ipHt d nnd wortldess ;-muny ~p nd thei; time iu 
Hlloucss, 1~11d 0 11fim1 lheso li ali its fur life ;-many who enter the 
·lusscis, sl'.fl out UL Somo sido door, and never gTad.unte; nevc·r r,

111 
ha lf tlio oircl • I' 111 n tl. lt is nlso tru •, tliat of those who arc grad­
uut cl, some fll•c 11nwo1·t hy ot lh «listinction; they early learn to 
lctrn °11 

olhoi•s i lit Y take nclv11l1tagc of their teachers' g·ood 

I J 
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nature, use various soothing· nrts to gain indulgence, and are 
finally smug·gled through, ex gratia. T~iis has been c~otte, and I 
will not venture the assertion, that the cnl no longer exists. 

Ilut whilst pleading thus to the numcrnus charges against col­
le"cs, we are careful to inform you, that they arc all of tltcm 
1r:ctical errors, and do by no means militate fatally ag·:tinst the 1 

• • 'l'I • 'l theoretical perfect10n of the curnculum. 1csc a1e accu ent.s, not 
pro1iertics of the system. 'fhey arc outside, a_nd con~1:ar! to. i_ts 
spirit, purpose and plan; not inside and consistent with its I_itc, 
energy aud essence. Is it fair and honest to charge as a ernnc 
what is a mere accident? Must every system be held respon sible 
for its abuses, as well as for its proper uses? \\That evils have_ not 
been accidentally associated with the divine institution of marrwge 
-the relation of parent and child-of rulers and ruled 1 Is there 
not a truth in the adag·r, however erroneously it is sometimes 
applied, 

"•nout forms nf government let fools contest, 
,vhat e' er is ucst udrninistered, is uest?" 

Can we fairly charge the faults of the a<l111inistratio11 upon the 
systtm of g·overument? No more can we hold. the c_ourHc. of 
collegiate training responsible for the many practical evils wl11ch 
accidentrdly spring· up from its utter neglect and abus~. 

My present obj ect is to trace all these noxious shoots to the one 
root of bitterness from which they spring; and thereby enable you, 
at a sin,rJe well- ci ircctc<l blow, to eradicate the whole. This hitter 
root is, JJremalure Entrance. The prime practical error of college 
nrnnagernent-the proton pseudos gymnasim-is th~ youths'. euter­
ino· the classes at a point too for in uclvance. D1srcgardmg the 
in~)ortant fact, that the college .is the fourth in order in the great 
systems ordained of God directly, or indirectly by man, as means 
and instruments for perfecting· human character, the parent, ~he 
pupil and the teacher co-operate in the sad inist~ke of attemptmg­
a work for which no ade<1uatc powers arc provided. The moral 
and m '~ ntal devclop1neut for which the family, the school, the 
academy arc the proper agents, hus been either sadly ncglc~ted 
or g-rcatly mif.nsed, and the lad of fourteen or twenty, who might 
have been-who oug·bt to have been, and whom the colle~c tlico'.·y 
presumes to have uceu--thoroughly grounded and settled rn habits 
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of morality nnd i.nduslq, nud to havo attained 11. considerrihle 
ud1,a11co in knowledge and intollcotual St'f.m1in11, is still a tll1i ld in 
knowledge, a stranger to systorntitic iJlllustry. Ilis COl'peroal system 
intlec<l is fourteen (the proper age for ented11g FrcslJ1nru1) or twenty 
yean of age; lJUb his conscieutle is u crippled -dwnrf of seven or 
ten, nnd his i11telloct 11ine or twchro. O{tll it he ex,peoted tlrnt thi6 
dwarfed coi,science ca11 g1•apple nnd vnnquish Lhe ginnt (omptntinus 
incident to ull l1umnn nssociMions, especiHIJy to• al l ou,tsido of tlio 
fi11:rrily1 Do pareuts nud g,ua1·cli1\ns reo.Uy Lielievo thut tl1ere is a 
mysto1fous virtue, a kind of mo1·al galvanism in tl10 Freshman 01' 

the Sophomore lionchi wbicl1 will i1Jstantly stimulatP. to life· and 
enel'gy n moral 'SOllSO tho.t lms hitherto ltiin almost domiaut1 I s 
it renlly expected tbnt tl1e oceupa,tion of n mot thoJ"e will prnvc c1 

talismanic 11owcr that 8!1nll clecfrify the !ilumberin/I intellect rwcl 
telegl'aph n school-boy mto ti FJ•eshmou, or an ac:udemic into 0 
Sophomore, or even into a Junior 1 Is this magic s11ell equal indeed 
to two years of hnr<l stucly1 

Cleal'ly, such expectations are doomed to disappointment, Lot 
us therefore look o. little more nurrowly into tho philosophy of Lids 
thing-Jet us examine tho mdical evil under its pri.J1cipal cornli­
tioJls, that we may tUscovm: the romody 11nd know ho,v ,,~ apply it 

Let our frrst hypothesis he, that a youth e·nters oullegc witl1ou~ 
the luwf11J und required <levelciJlmtnt of the ,noral sense. Iljr,i 
couscioullr.J has boon negleotod. ITo hos not ncqui.J·ed U1e h11l1it of 
rC!fleuLiug upou Ii is own nctious 111 their morn,! relations, mul rufer­
ring 111cm too. divi,noly appointed J'Ule of juag111<, 11I. lle has uot 
been tuugl1t with sufficient frequency antl cnro, tl1e nature and 
llerfecl'ions of God; tho puri&y, inflexiliilit,y ond rea.Bon11hfoucss of 
His Juw, ut1d its uJJ pervttuing power; lie l/as uot h,ec11 -!rained to 
hub.its of prnyol' am! theJ"eby uooustomecl tq Lho 'idcn of tho divi110 
omuiprP,senco, and to a feefo1g of oonsl'anl dependence on aud 
aoeo-untability l'o llim. On t he contrary, the very 001ission to 
cultivate these feelings n11d form these hnhits, !ms given occasion 
to the growtl1 of We seeds or clcpravi(y innate in the soil. Ile has 
learned to trea~ Lhc divine names aud the holy do.yum! sacred 
institutions witb indiJfereuce, pc1·b,11ps co11icinpt: he has I.Jenn 
intJ•Clduced lo the sl1ri110 <>f Lhc ·Iickle goddess of Fortune rrnd beou 
taught to pour libations to tho vi.nc-ornwned Dacohus. r.Phis ve11e­
ratiou towMd heathen divinities and ueglcct of the trnc God, are 
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not a.clo.ptetl to heighten his feeli11ga of revoronco toward his 
e1uthly J)Ol'ents, a.utl to produee cheerful an<l -p1·ornpt obedi~nco. 

N1tw wo wiJl. suppose tho boy of fourlecti, tlius defoot1vo, yet 
iutelJcc~uaUy-u1, to tbe standard, to hu admitted to collo~e, uotwith­
stnndin,,. the lmv req 11i1·es "evidence of good moral t.:hiu·acte1·." 
wbnt re~ult ttli«ltt lie reasonably looked for 1 Will ho beui Lhe 

0 d "'~ • • C yoke of this govoniment with meelmes~ un M.:eotion I t:tn y~u 
oxpect more de:1ference,tow:ml the i,.ulost1tnte tlHm ~oward lho pnn­
cipo.11 Will ho wb.o fear~ not God fea~· nu:in 1 . \Yill he, wl'.o wnl_ks 
\vit.h slow lrnsit!:\noy in the path t)N18Cnbcd hy lua parents, 1 u~ w ith 
alacrity in the road pointed out hy a FacuJty who s.ta.11d in looo 

par11nlis 1 . 
If such o:x:r~ectations be vain, tl1en oecasioD ,nil sr~nn occt11· for 

udmonition on account of deEnquenoics. Th.en, if the yoimg 
gentleman be of good blood, ant.I e1.ttertai.u n correspo_ndet'.t OJJpl'~: 
cintiou of his lti,,.h persouul ttllrilmte!!, "by-an?•hy be 18 offended; 
cQnceivcs a pr<Juctice, which soon rises into 1lisgt1st, townrc~ the 
Professor ou whom providentitLl ly was devolved 1irst the dohcatc 
but most impill'lant duty of his adm1,1nitio11, His. temper ~ours 
townrd the ):'(1oulty ,uitl the whole government, wl~cl~ Uu1s wte~­
f-,res willi liis pleasm·os irnd curtails his lih,erty. 01 course tins 
will 1nodify all his conceptions ancl feeling/I in r e~e1•eme t~ hill 
reoitaiions. His merits ru·e not a-p11reciated hcre-l11s gtau~ 111 too 
low·--there i$ pnrlinlity-it is not wo1•th while for hi.1u t(l 11'lnkc 
exertious· no efforts he coltld put forth would counteract Ll1e 

teachers' 
1

prejudices o.giuusL him. Thns the j~undic~d. eye r,f ll,_e 
uuhoppy youth gives its own tioge to every (')b:iect. ro pleUllO h'.s 
instructors is no part of his o.mliitiou; "don't care" b~comc~ h111 

practical ruio. Conseqncnt.Jy, he decli1~es in his s~iwdrng; .c~~­
iliiLs jmpropricties, in ol'<lor lo avenge l111ruielf <1ll h1s tcachei s,. 1s 
censured 1'1ccomcs recklesl!, (l.tld is dismissed. Or perhapii rnstn\in­
i ,io- hilnij~Jf until the end of t:hc session, lie pnsses i11to another 
il'i:titution n. certined Sophomore. Herc the s11rt1e c'.1u.ses prnduce 
lil~o effects ; alld. at the on.cl. of his second collcgmte rear, ouli 
Jledgling, hu:viug grown too Iorgo for hi~ ucst, whm·e ho bad_ become 
a troulilc:-so1'ne inml'Lte, either falls or is tilrowll ou~, n ~1 aduuted 
Sor,bomorc, henutifully feathered, and ready for aer.utl tltglH1J ov,cr 
the fi1;lJs of professiorrnl study I 

Such, in l.,J'iof, is the unhappy history of many, n youth of 

t:..11 
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talents,-what is its cause? Premature entrance-disregard of 
the moral pre-requisites of the curriculum. Where lies the blame? 
On the parent, on the youth, on the faculty. On the parent, for 
r:ot bringing him up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord: 
on the youth, for not hearkening to the counsels of his father and 
for despising· the law of his mother: on the Faculty, for not exer­
cising the most important act of discipline-the execution of the 
law which requires, first of all, for entrance, "evidence of good 
moral character." 

Perfectly aware am I, however, that Faculties liavc a very plau­
sible apolog-y, in the allegation that a youth of fourteen or fifteen 
can scarcely be said to have a character. Ordinarily, character 
is used as a synonyme for reputation, and it is true, that reputation 
implies the person's being· extensively known, which is not the 
case at this age. And even in the stricter sense, the habits and 
temperament that form character are nut settled and fixed, and we 
hope to correct any incipient vitiosity that may exist. However 
this be, it is still true, that if the cultivation of conscience be not 
fairly commenced before the youth leaves the family circle, there 
is great likelihood of permanent depravity. 

A second condition is where, in connexion with the preceeding, 
there is also deficiency in intellectual development-the candidate 
being· behind in one or more of the studies required for entrance. 
On this case we shall not now delay. It is obvious at a g-lance, 
that this must greatly precipitate the catastrophe. Every symptom 
of the di8ease must necessarily be ag·gTavated, anti the day of 
disappointment, vexation and sorrow draw its sombre pall over the 
sunshine of a parent's hopes. The mode of such precipitation 
will appear under the next condition. 

Let us view the case in its strongest light-let the mural habits 
of the youth be supposed good, at least negatively-let him be 
pure from vicious practices-let him have a tolerable development 
of conscience, and, of course, good disp11sition to study, and yet 
be allowed to enter six or eight months beyond the point for which 
he is properly qualified. This arrearage he is to bring up by extra 
exertion. In this case, we have first gTeat danger of proud 
self-sufficiency. The very conception of entering the race so fur 
in the rear, with the hope and intention of overtaking those in 
advance, tends to inflate his vanity, He instantly conceives the 
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idea of his superiority in talent-a feeling 'is thus gendered, not 
very likely to further either his moral or intellectual growth. For, as 
Swift somewhere says, "if a man think he have wit, 'tis a thou­
sand to one but he is mistaken." And this is true of genius; and 
the mistake will most probably land him below mediocrity. For a 
genius is above rule and law, and must be educated in an abnormal 
school, where there is but one teacher, one pupil and one person. 
College classes are arranged for the ignoble herd; genius is not 
confined to forms and desks, to books and lectures. -

But should there prove ballast equal to the sail-should true 
indqJcndence of mind coalesce with true modesty-the result must 
be decisive of character; then one of two phases may occur. Let 
the most favorable condition be assumed-let these be associated 
with firm health-let there be sana mens in sano co1pore-!ln iron 

constitution throughout ; then, indeed, we shall realize the highest 
results. This youth will surmount all difficulties. Being master 
of himself, having all his faculties nndcr his own control, the body 
subjected to the will, the will to the desires and the intellect, the intel­
lect to truth, and the desires to the law of God ;-he must stride 
over the course with steadily increasing energy, and in the end 
distance all competition. 'l'o a spirit thus strung and thus accou­
tred, no difficulties can occur; language bows before him and 
throws her treasures at his feet; science tenders the homage of her 
profoundest regards and submits herself to his plastic hands; and 
art will soon hail him as her master. 

But where are such youth to be found? And if they were ten fold 
more numerous than they have ever been, where were the wisdom 
of adapting· laws ancl rules to the one, and vainly attempting to 
bring the nine hundred and ninety-nine up to his standard 1 Do 
the exceptions make the law, or the law the exceptions 1 Logan, 
the Indian, was an eloquent orator, therefore Rhetoric and Elocu­
tion arc useless studies. Such logic has made thousands of fools, 
but a man of ~ense-nevcr ! 

The other phase of this case, is the more common one, where 
the bodily health is not adequate to the gigantic efforts of such a 
mind. Here, as before, the spirit, confident in its own energies, and 
resolute not to remain long in the rear, taxes its powers to the 
utmost. The student's time is all occupied: the midnight lamp 
and the rising dawn witness the fervor of hi11 devotion at the shrine 

2 
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d f l is freshman year, h e has the 
of li t •rntur ; nnd at the en ° .1 

. liis examination, that half 
. • f d 110nstratrng 1n ' 

buo)'lllll snt1 fact1 11 0 :
1
. d A other year nud it is ttll gon ; 

1 d. ,.,. • • annilula te • 11 
' • 

the lint ( ,.,,,nu is b t v·1th his rmssct.l J umor ·ompan-
. d full a reas , ' . 

and he stands eiect an .· _. f lhis nohl mprisc, cheer bun n, 
ions, who, 111 the true S ~)UI ' . 11 (' now stroit•·ht n d lino. T h 

tor \um 111 1 , " • • 
:i.nd gln<l ly part a gap , . '"·iu n-s the n el'V , of ftort ltl e 

,. . d as not,1111g Su o , l . 
third Ii -n l uegms, an • , l j'deilCD loomirw nhenc,, u s 

, oection nnc 11 1 " 
SI,\ • as Ill t h~ re~-~-J! r u to \he utmost; he spring (' nvanl , o,ncl 
wh le system is \,r.1 d pl . d d l· p "t1d the g lOl'iO llB orh of J y 

. ,. t I hi s s 1n. e ,tm " • 
as tb hme ue ·w r . b t 11•111 nnd h is mpet1tors 

. . . 1 th distance e ween 1 
~ ~l:'.l~ d .1~ll~ ~ s 10~ mt, incontestably before the_m n.~l. . But nm~ 
mo1 Cl.l:iCS • L "f l"ttle the curtain from his m1dn1ght dcvo 
m11d Lhe osl. 1 ~ a _/ I th at n.nxious look, that paled 

th ·on•rh the u1m g oom I tion ;-s r o. . , \ a ) ,lied one moment to t 1c 
l •l II nt laiwuttl •y ·•, tlmt ba ne n h 

c 1ec , 1 o ·d acralnst the breast, as e 
. r 1 1 . at n.11oth r press 0 • 

achmg iore 1eac , . • 1 · l il " ain the eye is upon 
. lf on1 nt trom ,1s o • ~ ' . 

unbends Jnmse a m I . \ lcsom ' little pain. He nses, ·n "t • t\1 r -t IM ll u ) d 
the hook: sh I is . ' . I his bosom, strides to an 
stretches his arms, stnkoe 111 [ o Im u1110\n ol . then with a nervous 

. • to the b o '< 10 
' ' fro, sits down agam 1· . CUl d throws his exhausted 

I i • l ) l)rcr1n.res tc) r II e, . 
spusrn , lies tu ' u1 ' . l I . four hours he 1s up 

I . tl ooucl1 ,1 1 n ee or 
body uvon 111:1 res ss • t asks his 11hysician,-

. , . rl he feels so uns rung,-, • . 
an-;,u 11,-wo11 ., t s " iy l . If slee\) more and, m 

-o 1 l u t spare 11111se , ' 
i pr rnptly tolu. l ml _ ic m s 'l'l" . dvice he proui i.!!cs to follow 
order to do this, exercise mo1·c. ns a 

in the coming vacation. . l'.l"' \v\mt impr vucl 1tnd 
. • t urlont r t 11 rn~ so , v 

Va 11tton vc r • ou1 s •. . \ns l tc r:u of trit\l : with the sntne 
freshcnod, u11d r nt •rs upon hi 1 . tl urs . B ut in 

I ·11 ho Jr ·s nwn.n 111 I 
11nsuhd11 ed , re. 0 uto wi ' 1 . . . , -l' gh t throb in th ' 

1 •t is an-·1m -that s1u11u s 1 
a month or two, tiere 1 1 '"1' h' is constmincd to s 11 .. p 11d his 

l A ther mont 1, ant e . 1 temp es. no . A < n.in Ii n turn!l t<:> tu boo ts, 
exertions and take some r~la~~tio;- his ~ 11[ Je(lsant intruders . But 

and a f~w weeks mor~ bnn~ f:1\;1c wesenl. 'Exrnnination day,­
their voices must he silence . I l . . time is too precious ; 
the final examinati II 11 1.ly l s aproa~ llll~s,-J,ti·d on the table, an<l 

• ) ·t li er p p 11ef'SIOIIS l < • 

nature's prote~t a1~ou s I . ia~od fo rm throuirh the remaining 
his resolute will cl l' [l' ' ::I 118 miic "' • ·t Jasscs 
ordeal-it is his fiuru litc rn ry triul, an~l ~~e ;l:st;:1?~:rml is the 
through it, like golc\ in the fur 11ncc tnoc . 
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honored among honorables. He goes home, lays his diploma al 

his father's feet, places his g·olden medal in his mother'8 hand, lies 
down, and-dies! 

Behold him, beautiful in death. The fire or genius, indeed, no 
longer flashes from his half-closed eyes ; hut mark that high, expan­
sive forehead, enclosing· the mighty machinery of thought, erst 
driven by a propelling intellect, alas! too mighty for it. Observe 
those arched brows, gently contrncted to constitute tbe throne 
where g·enius took her seat, and has left her impress. See those 
deep drawn lines, where but yesterday science entrenched herself 
around the citadel of truth. Look upon those marble lips, which, 
but for one sad mistake, mig·ht have drawn another Plato and Alci­
biades around the feet of another Socrates; might have controlled 
the destinies of the world by swaying the deliberations of another 
Amphyctionic Council; or rnig·ht have guided the minds and hearts 
of another Athens "to the unknown God!" There he lies, 
"bathed in woman's tears;" and though his father may appropri­
ate the language of the venerable Duke of Ormond, who had been 
successfully vindicated before the House of Lords against a charge 
of treason, by the eloquence of his noble son, the Earl of Ossory, 
when a friend wns endeavoring to console him on the occasion of 
that son's death-" I would not," replied he, his soul swelling with 
the conception of his lofty character, "I would not give my dead 
son for any living son in · Christendom!" Though, I say, the 
father of our supposed graduate, could truthfully accommodate 
this laug·uagc to his own case, does not every one feel that a great 
calamity, a public loss has been incurred? Now who is to blame? 
Have we not here another sacrifice upon the altar of premature 
entrance into the college classes? 

We pass on to the most ordinary case, where there is no peculiar 
firmness and fixedness of character. Our present subject has 
nothing special to distinguish him. Let him be a sample, a repre­
sentative of the great body of youth seeking classical education, 
as to moral and intellectual calibre.. But he enters deficient as to 
preparation. 

In prosecuting this subject, I shall iJresent a detail in the abstract, 
of facts which every Professor of extended experience will readily 
connect into living concretions. I shall explain the intellectual 
philosophy embodied in the facts, including the patholog-y, which 
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confines 
011 

morril . nnd J shall unfold th moral philosophy. Not 
that I nm p ledij d 'to tr ut these thr na e11tirely di_ tinct,_ nnd l 

fmiah each b fore proc (Ung to its sub, qu •n_t. -~ 11:'10 m ll f~ n 
be !lnved, by d ii\l iug from Lh ord r of t lus d1v1s1oll; b\1t th 
mo.uer to be pr ,

8 11tcd omes oncfo,r ~ in on of 'lhcsu h~o.ds. . 
T he fii·st fnot to he noted is, tho.l the stud n-~ h~keB ~1s stnll _n 

in th loss, not o.s nn (IUFLI, hut proC se<l ly UK nu rn:on or. H 1s 

50 
viewed by tho p rofoa or nnd nil the 1:fa ·s. TLore 1 an o.b~olut 

outra ·t betwc,eu tho t achcr uml pu1 il , that 1h former will n~t 
xp •t nB full lll\~l ns ·1'1' ct recitations frnm tho Iott l'. o.s from. h111 

clti smttt s, nnd the e nrc privy to th conlrn 'i, nntl, mdeed, 1u a 
sen e, purtiel! to it. They uro ooL to • poet l.tim to r cito equully 
with thoinse1ve ·, l')ut to i w him n~ inforior, und to ·t u\1 tow-a.rd 
hirn n l)i ying ,\nd patronizing inclulg 11 • Fro• l this, by the 
constitution of the 1uil'ICI, follow nvo evil conseq u 11ccs. 

1. I t is oxce dingly diffi ult, in this ens , fo l' th luc.l nl t ret~in 
and hnbituully lo e. rci e thn measure of self-res pect wluoh 
re1igion 

1
wJ. rnomli~y 111 rnlly j usLify. lnf riori~is :\ relntiv i~oa, 

nnd is n t. d basing ubsolutely. T h olonels of u.n al'my ar rnfe• 
ri 

1
· to t11 0 g n rnls, nncl 11duro n sr,lf-uisrespect on that ace l.

1
nt. 

B u~ if, wi1 h th same nomi11nl rnuk, ther hould be real, pl'~\Cll ul 
i.nf 11iority, u m.1u1 of honor c 11ld not 11bmil to it. ;v aslungton 
w ul.d uot sc1·v vcn his ble cling coltnL1·y, \llltil Brncltl ·I mad 
him quul in 1· nlity us well ns in nome, t tho ·o\011cls f the 1· g,~­
lnr uL·my. E quality mnong equals is th > <}r w11 of scl.f-re!a;p ct; 1f 
it bo turn i!ihtrl th p rson i,;inlts. Hi folc iuf J'iority tenJs power­
fully t chtmp Ii i,, spirit anrl p 1·p •tuate fllld deepen l1 is d 1·1,cfo.1iou. 
T o ~~xp ct high ll.Ild honorable thiug , is one of the mea111J to 
ensur th m. Let a man know- tl:u.it you ](lol for little frO)ll him, 
and y u will rnr ly be dis11-ppoint d. H~lf tho glory of '£ra.fu1gar 
wns •mb di din th watchword-" :Englanu c. ·;;cGts every man to 
do hi~ d,1ty." "I do not r:,;peot y 11 to mu.l c a good, ron11ly, indo­
pendc11t r citation !' r six months to com ;"-whose spirit could 
long endure ucl1 n burden as this 1 And t this i what we sny 
to th yo1,1th whom we ndmit to un iufori r standing in ltis cl ass · 
and, except i.11 tb cases illustrated, !lie eft' , cts a.re mis h i v us. 

2. Equnlly impo ilJI is il for hi teacher o.nd cl~ sm1~t s to l ~op 
·up a duo respect for one whoso r citafains urn hubitually do£ ctiye. 
The Professor sh rttms Lh lessons, or the classmates may s11ppose 
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he does it to fa.vor the weak brother. They dis!'] b • b I ile emg kept 
ac ,, become w ary of the dead weight, insist on longer lessons, 

and aim at shnltiug him off. 
A student thus situated is exposed to the imminent -·1 f 1 . pen o can-

rng upon some one else. His case seems to require it. H e will 
procure a translation, or ask one to read this sentenc " l • · e ,or nm, 
another that, and so he works out nothing for himself Tl • . • 1e rum-
ous effects upon his self-respect and the indeJ)endence of hi • <l r s nun ' 
1e open to all men. He who always leans on others ~ill s 

I b'l' oon 
ose a 1 ity to stand;-he who always walks on -crutches will be 

~nable to walk ~lone. One of the greatest misfortunes to a child 
1s to have a foolish mother, whose misguided love will never let it 
out of the_ nurRe 1s arms, lest in its attempts to cr~ep and walk it 
~ay hurt itself. Thus the muscles are enfeebled and the very soul 
1s cr~mpe<l and loses the spirit of its native, free action. A lad 
who 1s _always helped, will never learn to help himself. 
. A tlurd fact here is, obscurity in his ideas. If the deficiency is 
m Greek, ex. gr., though he may have been told he is not expected 
to. master t~e whol~ lesson, but to do well what he does at all, he 
misses po~t10ns whilst P\'Cparing, and though he hears them read 
and expla_rned at recitation, and is thus enabled to catch up an idea 
of the tram of th~ught, yet must that idea be dim and indistinct. 
If the defect be 111 Mathematics, the case is worse, and soon 
becomes utte~·ly hopeless. Truth rests here upon truth ; but our 
unhappy pu~il has l_ost the foundations, and his building cannot 
stand. ~ll 1s obscur_ity. This is an appropriate preparation for 
metaphysical confusion worse confounded. Accustomed to half­
formed conceptions already, even the clear ideas of Locke nnd 
St~wart and Brown, are to him German mist and mental moon­
sln~e, and become at once palatable to one heretofore fed 011 bad 
Latin, w_or~e Gr_eek, and indigestible and undigeste<l Mathematics. 

Now it is this confusion of idea-this vague indistinctness of 
thought, which I consider the source of the greatest mischiefs in 
th~ wh~le course of education,-and to the philosophy found in 
this regwn,_ would very respectfully ask special attention. Let us 
have_ clear ideas ~1ere ourselves, and we may save our sons from a 
~ife-time of abortive conceptions. Let us note the effects upon the 
mtellectual and the ·moral man. 

It saps the foundation of decision of character. Independent 
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I 
thinking becomes impossible in a mind thus beclouded . By decis-
ion of character, is not here meant mere capacity to pass volitions; 
to entertain desires and express wishes. It is very plain, that the 
fickle and volatile abound to excess in desires and wishes and wills. 
Nor 011 the other hand do I mean merely a determined adherence 
to opinions entertained. The tenax vropositi of a bull-dog is not 
decision of character. Brute obs1:iuncy ncvef' made a g1• t\t mun. 
Tliis I fou r is whnt s 100 moan by tho phra , " a u iron will"-

, ' b • 
me r • str 11grl1 of m tiou,-1 nssion , dcep-rooteu 011d 11_n11te , 
but clc l, iu or ·i11telligc11 ce and rcMon. T he yo of uoh pluloso­
vhcrs Juol s cons.uuilly to 1· suits. Executive energy is the mes­
ru ric !!pell of their c11chanlme11t. Ilut the executive is not every 
tltjll" iu r1 rrood govcrnn, 11t. E nergy in the execution of his 

"' t> • wi ,;hN!, jf J ot.ached from tlio legislation of a sound reason, is brute 
obstinacy; it rises not at all into the sphere of morality; it is pure 
tyP,Llll'IY, But let it have it ., root in the soil of a sound rational 
clocluction, and the fruits will be very different. But how is it 
possible that the deduction can be safe and the reasoning· sound, if 
they spring from vague conceptions in a confW'!ed mind I Can the 
stream rise hio·her than its fount ain? , m 1 lhe •on<il usion be 
stro11g r than tl~e premises? T l1cn has Aristotl liv U lll vain and 
L ocke labored for naught. Bnt if this be absurd, then yo11 see 
how indispensable accuracy of ·porception,-precision of thought, 

-clearness of idea, is to decision of character. 
But another phase requ.res a glance-illustrating the mode of 

this evil influence. Vagueness of idea shakes the student's confi­
dence in his own powers. He sees not as others see, and doubts 
the accuracy of his own vision. Thus another element of self-
1' lfonc is rnmov d. 'l' la is, di plays itself in timidi ty of m i.umer. 
H, mo ~s Li.kc one wnll i.11 g upon ic that bentls and cnLcltles 
ll ' ll alh bi~ tronc.l . 8 if-r •~pect cairn 't long survive self-r lia11ce; 

and thus the course is downward. 
:3. Again, if the two preceding· be not realized,-if self-love be 

too strong to admit them,-tl ten distrust in others must ensue. 
'l'hey profess to see what he cannot see, though his eyes are turned 
in the same direction. He hears them speak admiringly of the 
beauty of a demonatration,-the leg1wt ach1plnti 'll of thought to 
thought,-the perfectness of the reasou ing, w bore aU is confu sion to 
him. He marks their strong emoticrns of pl a~ui·c in view of what 
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they call a sublime pnssage in the poet tlae orator ti 1 • • 
· l · l ' , 1e ustorian 
m w nc 1 he sees no grandeur, feels no sublimity H d' ' 
ti 

· · · d · • e 1strusts 
1e1r smcenty, an imputes their raptures to conceits f " d' • • . o ,ancy, or 

a 1spos1t1011 to exaggeration. Thus a moral gangre11 • . ' . e 1s genera-
ted,-a leprosy, winch may, ere long, overspread the whole b l 

It shakes confidence in truth itself and tends directly d oc y. 
,f . . • ' an pow-

ei ully toward skeptlc1sm. The metaphysic of the matter stands 
thus: 

What the mind distinc'tly perceives, it necessarily beli e.ves • d 
this is the law of its being. What is not perceived at nil, ex:lu:~s 
the possibility o~ belief, for it is a negation, and belief is positive. 
To~ard the_ ~x1stence_ of_ that mental state called believing, two 
log1c~l cond1t10ns are mchspensable, viz: an intelligent mind, and 
~n obJect presented to it. I do not now inquire hm~ the presenta­
tion takes place~whether by the bodily senses or by the testimony 
of othe~·s; but sunply the fact. When these two occur, there is 
perc_ept10n-the man has an idea, a thoug·ht. ,v e believe it- sets 
to his ~cal that it is. If there is no object presented, there is no 
perception-no i_dea-110 room !'or belie£ Now, between these two 
extremes, there is an i1~finite diversity, as to the clearness with 
which the ?bject is presented ; and this depends upon the methods 
and agencies of pr~sentation. Hence, belief must vary in degrees 
?f strength pr~port1011ally to the clearness of the perceptions ; that 
1s, to th~ efficiency of the testimony and fulness of its evidence. 
Everytlung, therefore, that confuses the idea, enfeebles the belief 
and checks the onward tendency of the mind toward entire confi­
~e~1ce. Confusion-indistinctness of thought is the father of skcp­
t1c1sm and the grand-father of Infidelity; and I have already shewn 
that premature entrance into the college classes is, at least, the 
foster-mother of the vague idea. 

But one hu·n more, and we have a new phase. It enfeebles the 
mind itself. All its faculties are improved by right use and iujured 
by wrong use. This is so obviously true, and so universally admit­
ted, that I shall not delay on it. Hence results a relative if not 
an absolute crippling of the perceptive and the reasoning fa~ulties, 

From th_ese follow, in_ the next place, a disgust toward that sys­
tem wherem the first d1fficulties occur. No one likes to live in a 
fog all the day. The studies that arc such to him, become hateful. 
One has no taste for Latin-another detests Greek-a third abhors 
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Alg·ehra and execrates Calculus. These fruits grow on this tree. 
Its vis vitm generates them; and if we cultivate the tree, we must 

abide the fruits. 
Ilut it is not practicable to prevent such a tree from injuring 

others in its neighborhood. The college course is complicated ; 
still, it is a system compacted together. The human body is a 
system,-beautiful, infrnitely complicated, yet perfectly compacted 
in the adjustment of part tu part. If one member suffer, all the 
members suffer with it. 'fhc gangTene of the foot affects the head 
and all 11arts of the body. The evils of one department of study 
pervade the whole mind of the student, and injures him in every 
department. Such is the metaphysic and the pathology of this 

case. 
This distaste for the defective study soon pusses over to the Pro-

fessor who gives instruction in it. Unless the heart bP. in a goodly 
measure under right influence, and the conscience considerably 
developed, it will be found imprncticable for the youth to keep up 
in his own mind the proper feeling· of regard for the teacher who 
daily points out his errors, even though he affectionately assist him 
to correct them. Many a man serves the public too much ever to 

be forgiven. 
From this dislike, follow offences, pcccadillos, designed to vex, 

tease, disturb the instructor aud avenge the pupil for low grades; 
admonitions and reproofs succeed, which generate increased irrita­
tion, and point toward the side-door for escape. 

Another circumstance must be here noted, which mostly occurs, 
however, at an early period of this descending movement. Unable 
to master his lessons, and discourngetl from vigorous efforts to do 
so, the student finds leisure time on his hands. One of his three 
daily recitations bein~ prnctically dropped, he has, or thinks he 
has, time plenty for the others, aml a little to spare for slaughter. 
To this end, resort is had to what has no better name in the lan­
guage, than the classic soubriquet of fun-a term which includes 
all the witty tricks which lie in the twilight region between virtue 

and vice. 
The next step carries him over the border. Having now spoiled 

the ability and the taste for the more refined pleasures of intelli­
gence and virtue, and, in the process, accumulated a burden of 
idle hours upon his hands for their dispatch, he is thrown upon the 

' ' 1 
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lower propensities; and viands and wines, dice and cards, are the 
wen pons on whose points his hours perish and by which he himself 
is goaded on toward the bitter end. 

Admonitions, reproofs, dismission or expulsion follow in slow but 
sure succession. Dishonor shuts the door behind him, and opens 
before him deep wounds in a father's heart, and fountains of tears 
in a mother's head. 

Who started • these fountains 1 That mother herself, when she 
neglected to developc and cultivate the conscience of her beautiful 
child! Who opened these bleeding wounds 1 That very father, 
when he indulged the noble boy's preference for the gun and the 
game-bag, over the grammar and the satchel. Who shut that door? 
That Faculty, when they set wide the class-room door for his pre­
mature entrance. 

How entirely different from all this is the whole moral and intel­
lectual life of the student who comes fully under the system, duly 
pre-pared ! With a well trai.ncd conscience, it is impossible for him 
to clo a. mean thing. With a. mind adequately developed before 
entrnnce, he feels himself an equal among equals. He is at once 
master of his work, and works all through with his eyes open. 
Conscious that he builds on no man's foundation, his independence 
of character grows with his growing years. Having no arrears to 
bring up, his eye is always turned forward, where his whole busi­
ness lies. He is not dragged by it, but drives it before him. His 
life is all sunshine: his ways arc pleasantness, and his paths peace. 
His studies arc not tasks, nor his teachers taskmasters, standing 
over him with the scorpion whips of discipline. But he studies 
because he likes it-because he finds enjoyment in the pursuit of 
truth. His teachers arc his best friends, his confidential advisers 
If he had no higher motive for diligence and honorable conduct: 
but to please and gratify those who luhor for his improvement, this 
alone would be motive sufficient to secure diligence and success. 
The body, too, feels the sympathetic power of a buoyant spirit, and 
re-acts to its elastic vigor. Even a delicate frame sinks not under 
such treatme!]t; and when he leaves the classic halls of Alma 
Mater, it is the parting of love. His face turned homeward casts 
radiance before him, and light and joy thrill through the paternal 
domicile. 

But to return: Once more, my friends, we have caught the 
3 
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demon whose midnight prowlings disturb all the colleges of the 
land. What will wo J o witl1 him 1 Ohnin ltim ,- chain him \viLb 
a great chain and thrust him down to the aby s. But , • ho 80 

n:ughty as to aooompl i.t! h so difficul t o.nu d,ang l'o us a task 1 W ill 
you bring down a mighty a ng from h av u t'o do it 1 cs ; the 
angel of morc;y whom od ha ommissioned from his own throne 
to keep watch over the slumbering cradle of the smiling boy,-she 
can bind the demon, and none but she can do it ~ffectually. Her 
gentle touch can awake the moral sense, and with the silken cords 
of a well cultivated conscience, can bind the boy to the footstool 
of her R edeemer's throne, and secure the mandate of omnipo­
tence, "come out of him and enter no more into him," and the 
foul legion rushes down into the bottomless pit. 

Yes, my friends, I am bold to affirm that the evils of college life 
are all practical; whilst the theory is a very near approximation to 
perfection: they are all associated with premature entrance-want 
of due preparation by the required moral and intellectual develop­
ment: therefore, the only efficient remedy must be prophylactic­
you must guard the door of entrance. 

And as to the two branches of this prophylactic remedy,-the 
moral and the intellectual dovolopment,-I am confident in magni­
fying the form er. L et the g uu nli an angels of our future Fresh­
men do their duty, and collcg·e reform is achieved This move­
ment, thanks to a gracious H eaven from the depths of a full heart, 
is not a mere ideality, but a living embodiment. These angels are 
thickening around us; and old Liberty Hall already feels the cur­
rent of a renovated life coursing her veins and restoring to her the 
youthful energies of '76. Let it so continue. L et these heaven­
trained watchers increase and multiply. Let enlightened con­
science take her early seat at the helm of intellectual power, so 
shall the gallant vessel clear the shoals, rocks and whirlpools of 
the literary sea, and launch forth upon the broad ocean of life, 
bearing the literature and science, the philosophy, religion and 
liberty of our happy country to all the nations of the earth. 

And now, young gentlemen of the Senior Class, the end is come. 
You have reached the gaol of your course. Here, your work is 
done, an<l the onward movement of time bears you hence. I have 
few words to add by way of parting advice. If, in four years of 
almost daily intercourse, I have fail.ed to produce those impressions 
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which would lead you to the practice of virtue and industry, it were 
in vain to expect such results from the efforts of a few moments. 
Whatever may have been my failures in communicating, or your's 
i:: receiving the counsels of wisdom, we can only look to the source 
of all good for forgiveness. Whether other opportunities shall 
occur to bring up arrears, is known only to Him who sees the end 
from the beginning, who has marked out the bounds of our habi­
tation, and who, 'in his own good time and v,ay, will bring all his 
faithful ones to his own home in peace. D elightful has been our 
intercourse, but our relations from this hour change, as they must 
do, if man is to advance in happiness, it is pleasing to know that 
they do not all change. Some abide forever. 'feacher and pupil 
pass away; but brother am1 friend continue. Authority dies, but 

charity ever liveth. . 
Allow me, whilst proceeding to confer upon you the usual testi-

monials of scholarship and tokens of honorable distinction, to 
commend you to the R edeemer of the world and to the word of 
His grace, and to press upon you the holy privilege and delightful 
duty of seeking that honor which cometh from God only. 


