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REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN OHliRdH IN AMERICA.. ' .
HISTORICAL SKETCHES, No. IV. :
BY THOS. SPROULL, B;; D. ..

CHESTER DisTRICT, South Carolina, is 4 name that was familiar te
Covenauters of the past generation, and is so 4o some who are still alive.
It is the place where the Reformation vire early took root, and for a
time flourished. Though afterwards, when withering under the blasting
shadow of the upas tree of slavery, it was transplanted to a more genial
soil, the place of its first growth deserves more than a passing notice.

1t is probable that the climate of South Carolina, as well as the
aduptation of the soil to agriculture, attrac';e'd the Covenanters emigrat-
ing from the old country to this district. In what year the first of
them arrived, we are unable to tell. As Rev. Mr. Martin came from
Ireland to minister to them in 1773, a considerable number must
have preceded him. A descendant of one of their families has kindly
given the names of a number of persons who were members of the:
Reformed Presbyterian Church in Chester District and vicinity in the
latter part of the last century. A record ofthem will be interesting to
many readers of the Reformed.Presbyterian' and Covenanter. They
are given'in the order presented by the ‘correspondent referred to
above. John Kell, James Kell, John Mg¢Dill,'John- Cooper, James
Harbison, John Rock, Adam Edgar, Jamesi;aMcQ}xistqh, Hugh McMil-,
lan, Hugh McKelvey, Andrew Stephenson, James. Nisbet, John Orr,
Robert Hemphill, David Stormont, Jas. Stprmont, John Hunter, Jas. ,
~ Hunter, Robert Black, Daniel Wright, Samuel Little, Robert Little,
David Boyd, Thomas Neil, James Faris,"John McClurkin. There
were doubtless many others who were active:/n maintaining the princi-
ples of a covenanting testimony, whose n'?r’lﬂes, if known, would be"
worthy of mention. These, however, will 'suffice to keep up the mem-
o;y of many whose remains lie in the g’,t?bexai"d‘of the old brick
church, C '

Of the labors of Mr. Martin, during tE&:seventeen years that he
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120 Opening of Bethel Church. [April,

SOUTHERN.
LETTER FROM REV. LEWIS JOHNSTON.
SELMA, ALA., Feb. 10, 1875,

REv. D. B. WiLLsoN—Dear Sir: The mission is still successful. Our
roll numbers nearly three hundred. Average attendance, one hundred and
fitty to one hundred and sixty; boys, from seventy to seventy-five ; girls,
eighty to eighty-five; Mrs. Johnston’s (primary) room, eighty-five pupils ;
Mr. Boxley’s, forty-five, and my room, thirty. Each of us has a class in
Sabbath school, Miss Mallory has one also, about fifteen to a class, sixty
being the average attendance. January 17th, a very cold day, there were
thility-seven ; 24th, a pleasant day, eighty-five; 31st, seventy, the day being
cool.

I preach to the same number, mostly our scholars, who have become reg-
ular hearers. I have missed no day in school or in Sabbath day work, and
now I teach a night school, yet not a large one. I am now six lLours in
the school room in day, and three at night. The pupils do well in the
Catechism. They are getting acquainted not only witE the doctrines, but
the practical manifestation ot them is felt in the community—in the morals
of our pupils, their piety and conduct. The knowledge of the Scriptures
among them I8 increasing, and the desire to read them. Many began with
the year to read through the Bible. Some are in 2 Kings, Ruth, Judges,
Numbers, Exodus, and some, I am sorry to say, are yet in Genesis. Since
I have returned, ten have finished the Catechism, and five will finish it
this week. I have laid on the pupils a tax of ten cents a month. Perhaps
I may get one-half. They keep the house clean. * * * *

: Yours, &ec., LEWIs JOHNSTON.

SourHERN MisstoN.—The missicn at Selma is in a prosperous condition.
The teachers will be reinforced in April by Mr. George M. Elliott, who
has concluded his second year in the Seminary. The Selma school is in the
condition of the Latakiyeh school—a limit had to be placed upon the ad-
mission of scholars, but Mr Elliott’s presence will ali)ow of an increase.
The building was out of repair, and at the March meeting of the Board
bids were presented for the work to be done, and a committee was ap-
pointed to attend to the matter at once. The expense will be somewhat
over $300. Let the church remember the needs of this mission.

ECCLESIASTICAL,

OPENING OF BETHEL OBURCH.

For more than forty years Bethel congregation worshipped in the church
at Eden. The building having become unsuitable for the purposes for
which it was eriginally intended, it was resolved to erect another better
adapted to the present necessities of the congregation. A change of loca-
tion was deemed advisable, and Sparta was selected. The old building was
sold for $600. Subscriptions were obtained to the amount of $5,200. A
lot was purchased for $600. The new building cost $5,200. The furniture
and improvement of the lot cost $400 additional, for paying which $200
have been raised, leaving $200 yet to be raised. Of the $5,200 subscribed,
all has been paid, or is certain, except about $200. This leaves the entire
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