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A MISSIONARY SERMOWN.

o

PSALM II. 8.— Ask of me, and Ishall give the heathen for

¢ thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy
6 possession.”

THIS psalm unfolds to our view the wonderful and mysterious
counsel of God. Although it primarily refers to David (by whonmi it
was penned) as firmly seated upon the throne of Israel, and new
about to carry his victorious arms against the neighboring lieathen
pations ; still it is evident that a greater than David is. ¢« Hecord-
ing to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our
Lord,” Jehovah here made known his fized determination to
cxalt to the mediatorial throne his only begotten Son, notwith.
standing the combined machinations of earth and hell.

God, to whom, alone, is the end known from the beginning, has
caused this, as well as other remarkable prophecxes concerning his
Son, the promised Messiah, to be written in the language of histo-
ry—and he who ¢« calls those things which be not as thou&h they
were,” addresses the Great Mediator as already arisen from the
dead, and « for the suffering of death already crowned with glo-
ry and honour.”

God the Father, thus viewing his deat Son ds having, on hig
part, fulfilled all the stipulations of that new covemant of which
he is the mediator, declares (in the words of the text) his ¢dvenant
faithfulness and his readiness to grant the enlargement of the spi-
ritual kingdom of Messiah, by the accession of all the nations of
the earth to the Church—<¢ Ask of me, and I shall give thee hea-
then for thine inheritance, and the utmost part of the eurth for thy
possession.”

Thus we are informed of a transaction in its nature august and
glorious, in its origin eternal, in its duration everlasting, It was
not a negociation between earthly potentates, for the cession of
states or countries or people—it was a solemn transaction be-
tween the Persons of the incomprehensible Trinity, in unity, who
is the « Dlessed and only potentate, the king of kings and Lord of
Lords.” It was not a counsel of the princes of thls world, whose
object usually is to aggrandise themselves by the conquest and op-
pression and degradation of their fellow men—but it was a coun-
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acl, &n eternal counsel, of peace, whereby God the Father granted
to his Son, as the reward of his humilidtion and obedience cven
unto death, ¢ the heathen for his inheritance and the uttermost
parts of the earth for his possession.” «He shall see of the travail of
his soul and be satisfied ; by his knowledge shall my righteous ser-
vant justify many, for he shall bear'their iriquities. l‘hervfore will
Xdivide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil
with the strong, because he hath poured out his soul unto death.” -
Thus we see both the extont ard the cquivalent of the grant
made by God to his Son as mediator, when he « sef him Ling wpon
his holy hill of Zion.” Its extent was as broad as the circle
of the earth, and its equivalent nothing less than the life
and the blocd of the Divine Redeemer, which he covenanted
to give as a ransom for many. Moreover, the posscssion thus
granted to the great Mediator, was not, like the kingdoms of this
world, to exist for a time, and then to decay or to be overturned ;
but it is declared, ¢ he shall reign over the house of Jucobjforerer,
and of his kingdom there shall be no end.” |
Nor is this view of the subject at all affected by the conditional
terms in which the grant is expressed. He, who being in the forin
of God, thought ¢ it not robbery to be equal with God—not only
took upon him the form of a servant and was made in the likeness
of men—not only bare the sinsof many but made intercession for
the transgressors.” - We, therefere, find the same grant confirmed
and expressed in terms the most absolute. ¢ T'ke testimeny nf
Jesus is the spirit of propbecy.” And the Spirit, speaking by the
mouth of his servant David, declares : « That in his days shall
the righteous flourish, und abundance of peace so long as the moon
endureth, He shall have dominion, also, from sea to sea, and from
the river unto the ends of the earth. They that dwell in the wil-
derness shall bow before him, and his enemies shall lick the dust.
The kings of Tarshish and of the Isles, shall bring presents, the
kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. Iea, all kirgs shall
Jall down before him : all nations shall serve him.”
- We are not, however, to supposc, that such confirmation of the
grant was at all needful to render it certain to the Son, but that it
was intended to strengthen the faith of thosc who ¢ looked fm
redemption in Jerusalem.” Accordingly, in a subsequent per md
of the Old Testament dispensation, the substance of the foregoine
prediction of the psalmnist is repcated in that remarkable provhe-
cy by Zechariah, which in part received a literal fulfilment, whilst
our Lord tabernacled in the flesh, when he entered Jerusalem ex
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actly in the remarkable manner described by the prophet——« And
the multitudes that went before and those that followed cried,
saying, Hosanna to the son of Bavid ; blessed is he that cometh in
the name of the Lovd : hosanna in the highest.” But hear the
words of the prophecy, the most important part of which yet re-
wains to be accomplished. ¢« Rejoice great’), O daughter of Zi-
on ; shout, O dawghter of Jerusalem: behold thy lLing cometh
unto thee : he is just, and having salvation ; lowly and riding up-
on an ass, and apon « colt the foal of an ass. And I will cut off
the chariot from Epkraim and the horse from Jerusalem, and the
battle bow shall be cut off : and he shall speak peace unto the hea-
Hieny and his dominion shall extend from sea to seay and from the
river to the ends of the earth.”

Nor are the terws of this grant thus expressed in the text, to be
understood to exclude the Jews, although for many ages they have
been cast offas a nation. God the Father, addressing the Son as
the great surety of a better testament, declares, « It is a light
thing that thou shouldst be my servent to raise up the tribes of Jacob
and to vestore the preserved of Israel. I iwitl also zive lhee for a
light to the Gentiles, that {hou mayst be my sclvation to the ends
of the earth.”

From the general scope of this subject, which I have endcavored
thus briefly tp notice, taken in connexion with the general eb-
jects of this society, and the particular occasion upon which we are
now met together, you, my brethren, or at least many of you, have
no doubt anticipated my present design. |

Whilst I would not overlook or forget any of the nunr:erous regi-
ons of our extensive country, which are destitute of the means of
grace, I would especially plead the cause of the wretched heathen,
whao, although they inhabit the same country with ourselves, still
¢ sit in the region and shadow of death.”

If a doubt should exist in the minds of any, whethier this misera-
hle portion of the inhabitants of a world lying in wickedness, be
tncluded, as a nation or people, in the grant made to our Great
Redeemer—surely that doubt can be removed.

‘The term ¢ heathea” is very frequently used in the Scriptures,
both of the Old and New Testaments, and it uniformly denvtes
all nations and Kkindreds and people, other than the Jews and tucze
who became proselytes to their religton. To the Jews were coun-
mitted the oracles of God. Inhis sovereign pleasure ke chose thein
as the depositories of his truth, and as that nation, of wiom accor-
ding #o the Hesh the promised Messiah was to come.  Bot bLetow
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the advent of Him in whom all the nations of the carth were to be
blessed—and indeed until Jesus had finished the work which his
Father had given him to do—it was cmphatically declarved that
¢ salvation is of tre Jews.” Until this glorious period, therefore,
they were in a peculiar manner the chosen people of God, and
highly distinguished from all the other nations or people of the
earth who were styled heathens or Gentiles.

'Thus we see that, by the heathen, we are to understand the
Gentile world, or every nation and people upon the earth, the
Jews excepted, and consequently the poor savage tribes of our
country are included. This would seem to be still more evident,
when we consider the latter clause of the text. Not only the Hea-
then are given to Jesus for his inheritance, but the uttermost parts
of the earth for his possession. 'What part of the earth can better
suit the description of this possession of our Lord, than that wide-
ly extended wilderness which these heathen inhabit, or rather in
which they wander, having no certain dwelling place.

Some may be ready to suppose it to be unnecessary to dwell up-
ona point so plain. But itis deemed of great importance, in
the discussion of the subject, that this point should not only be
well established and well understood, but well received by all.

There is a great difference between a mere speculative assent to
a truth, and the practical belief of it. This perhaps was never more
forcibly yet lamentably illustrated, than by the manuer in which
“we as a nation, from the carliest period of our history, have treat-
ed the aborigines of Awmerica. May we not suppose, that not an
individual believer in Divine Revelation, at any period of our his-
tory, could have been found, who would have denjed the position,
which I am not so much endeavoring to establish, as to impress
uvpon your hearts. And yet, judging from our conduct and prac-
tice, with some few exceptions, would it not seem that we have
regarded them, not as our fellow men, not as rational yet fallen
creatures, standing with us, in perishing necd of our comnon sal-
vation—but as ferocious wild beasts, whose destruction was ne-
cessary to our comfort and safety, if not to our very existence.
While we may have speculatively viewed thems, in common with
every heathen nation and tribe under Heaven, as given by the
terms of the cevenant of grace to our Lord, for his inheritance—
we have acted towards them, as though, like the Canaanites
of old, they had been devoted to destruction—and as though, in
pursuance of'a Divine command, we had sought their extirpation,

I'am aware that I am treading upon what some may deem dan.
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gerous or furbidden ground. 'The minds of many have been, and
still may be, greatly prejudiced upon this subject; and not with-
out some semblance of reason--many have suffered much—others
have lost all, through the treachery and cruelty of these heathen
tribes.——But what then ? Look at their savage state and their
savage character ; consider the cloud of darkness which has long
overspread them ; the thick veil of ignorance in which they have
been, and still are, enveloped. View them as alienated, not only
from the life, but from all just knowledge of God ; as destitute of
any just or adequate standard of morals. In addition to all this,
call to mind the manner in which they have been treated by us—
driven from those lands and those regions which they deemed
their own, and to which they had a prior and a juster claim than
ourselves. Inmany iustances cot only stripped of their posses.
sions and their scanty subsistence, but hunted down like wild
beasts, and compelled to seek for shelter in dens and caves of the
earth ; in forests and morasses impenetrable, except to such as
were impelled by the fear of immediate death. When we consi-
der these and many other things, which, if enumerated, would
swell the detail to a volume, are we net constrained to say--was

there not cause ? And ought not we, who enjoy the blessed light,
and who profess to adopt, as the rules of our conduct, the beneve-

lent principles of the Gospel, to imitate the example of eur
compassionate Redeemer, and say, ¢« Father forgive them, they
know not whet they do.”

But we hail the approach of more auspicious times. The day
star has arisen. The Gospel day has not only begun to dawn,
but some of the cheering beams of the Sun of righteousness have
already fallen upon those dark places of the earth, which have
heretofore been filled with the havitations of cruelty. It is, in.
deed, matter of rejoicing, that sentiments more just, sentiments
which better accord with the spirit of the Gospel, begin to prevai
among all classes ; and that, instead of being any longer overcome
of evil, we are seeking to overcome evil with good.

Assuming it, therefore, as a point which cannot be questioned
by any but the unfeeling sceptick or the cold bleoded infidel, that
these poor heathen are included in that inheritance which was
given to the great Redeemer by the unchangeable decree of Jeho-
vah, we are naturally led to enquire how this grant is to be carri-
ed into effect. We cannot suppose that it accords with the will
of God, that this shall ever remain a mere nominal gift, or that the
heathen in any proper sense, can be said to be the subiects of the
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Lovd Jesus Christ a3 Mediator, while they remain ighorant of hiz:,
and consequently yield him no obedience, He is ¢« the Author of
elernal salvation to all whio obey him.” ‘This obedience is not to
be enforced by external restraint or oppression. « He is the.
Prince of Peace.” Still it 1s only in a day of his power, that his
people hecome his willing subjects.  He constrains, he conquers,
but not by force. His kingdom is not of this world. It is, indecd,
altogether distinct from and unlike the Kingdoms of this world.

It affects neither pageantry nor power. It is established in the
heart. It imposes no unpleasant restraint. & B is vighteousness

and peace and joy inthe Iloly Ghost.”” 1t regards not the exter-
nal conduct only, but it exerts its influence over the whole man,
¢ o the casting dozﬁ., imegzincticns ard every hzvh thing that ea
plteth itself against the L nowledge of God, and brmgmg into
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.”

This is, indeed, a great and glorious conquest. Thereby a re-
bel sinner, whose curnal mind was just now « enmity against God
and not subject to his laiwe,”’ is led a willing captive to the Prince
of Peacc—not dragged in chaims like the conquered slaves of this
world, but drawn with the cords of love. And in every case where
this conquest of a sinner is cifecled—whenever a soul that has been
a slave to sin and satan (whether heatheh or néminal Christian)
iv brought in a day of Immanuel’s power, ¢ {o yield himself up as
alive from the dead, anil his members as instruments of rignteous-
wess unto God,” it not nnly causes the heavenly plains to resound
with joy over the poor sinner that is shus brought to repentance ;
but it is in itseif more wondcrful, and more conducive to the glory
of God than wonld be the creation of a new world, or even a new
system. To effect this conquest of a sicner, then, is emphatically
the work of God—and in evei y instance where the human heart,
which is not only « deceitful above all things but desgerately wick -
ed.” bows to tie scepitre of peace, yields an unfeigned homage to
the Saviour, embraces himn in all bis ofiices, and receives and re-
lies upon him alone for salvation ; it is the effect of the exceeding
greatness of the mighty ‘power of God.

But are we to expect this power of God to be wmiraculously ex-
erted for the deliverance of the heathen from the power of dark-
ness, that they may be translated into the kingdom of his dear Son!
That Ged has power thus to save the Leathen, nooe can dispute.
Is any thing too hard for the Alinighty > Nothing is impossible
with God. This, however, is a point upon which there is no neetl
0 dwell. Alas ! tco many have acted as though this was the only
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a3y in which God had authériséd vs to’lfdpe fdr ’dm sﬂvati‘On of
the hrathen.

But how stands this inatter ? What has Gdh re%aleﬁ to us of
his will, tuuaun"' this iiter ez-,i'n"' svbjec{? "ern we tirn to the
pages uft it ﬁcu,d word, we réad «« there is io ut}mr nanie dnder
]Immz, siten antong e, wke: eLj we can be s:wed’ oiher ﬂum
16 niime of Josus. > And awam, « the G‘ospel is ﬁe pewer of
God wito sultiutioh, fo etiérj i one thul Yelieveth.” Kéréfore, al-
though the Gospel is thi: Mv. ér of &ibd énto éaivaﬁd , Ttil éxpress-
Iy confined to such 4s betieve. 8o that; drdiharily &{ 1¢dst, aind so
far as'it redates to adult persons, the:‘e tin be no ﬂehanéé from
sin and eterhal dé:fth, anless “brouv‘h the 6b8(f7ehtb Bf firith.L

i« But ot shall ihey betéce on hint of&:hom thiés kavb ot heatind 2
JAnd how shail they hear withowt a predcher? it ko shiill tm
preach exerpt théy be sent 2 As it is icri!fen hoty béaulifil die the
feet of tiem that préack the Bokpel of Piiée, did bris clad tid
¥n2s of rood thingzs—=86 thcw jm‘th eviet by mmtg, gl Rent-
{nx by the iort u] Ged.”

Ilere we fearn tird oily medn¥ appoidted by God, whereby this
vreat work is to bk atconglished. Here we behold the only weéa:
pon ¥hich is to be wsed in ‘wabduing thie iationd of the world to
the obedience of Chwist. Itis the word of God, emphitically cals
led o the sword of the spirit.” ‘This weapen, the Liord Jesus
Chridt pdts into'the hands df the soldiers of his cross, whom he
chwoses 3t sends forth, in his name, to conducr a world, utterly
epposeid to his government and his jeacéful reigr. A

‘They, indeed, dre, in themselves, wholly ineufficient for these
tiiinks, but their < sufficiency i5 df God.” ‘They, ofténtimes, ate
** in fear and much trembling,’” and by painful ¢xperience learn
that, without Christ, they can do nothitigs ‘Thus they are hum.
bled, and prepared o hupe, and to believe, and o pruve they can;
nevertheless, do ali things through « CArist Jesus, who stremgth-
neth them.” Hence, altheugh « the iceapons of their warfave ure
itot carnal, yet they are mighty, through God, to the pulling doswn of
strong holds;” and whilst they, in much weaknéss, attempt to point
this weapon against theenemies of the Cross, itis often accompanied
with s the gower of the Holy Ghost sent down from Heaven,” and
thus tlie word of Go:! becomes « guick aiid powerful, sharper than

anj tw-edzed sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of the
soul and spirit, of the joints and marrow, éud is u discernerof the
tLeoughts and iintents of the heart.” —=The friends of Zidn, then,
may find 2hiandant cause of rejeicing, that. contrary to all the bold
8
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predwuous of infidelity, and notwithstanding all opposition, whe-
thersecret or open—whether from wicked men, and especially from
that power which, in the word of Ged, is called s the man ¢f sin
or whether from Satan, aml all his marshalled hos¢s of devus, ths
word of God has free course and is glorified—Tie word of God
i3, indeed, multiplying and spreading in these latter times, to an
cxtent not anly heretofore wholly unexampled, but calculated to
excite as well.the admiration and gratitude of the fricids, as the
astomshmcnt and dismay of the encmies, of Jesus.

Still thxs alane is not suﬂicxent Do you ask why ? Because
the Great ﬂeg@pf the Church has appointed the preaching of the
word as the great and specpal instrument of estending Lis king-
dop, ¢ The spirit of God maketh the reading, but especnlly the
prenchmv of. the Word, an eﬂcctual mecans of eonviacing and con-
verting sinners, and of building them up in heliness and comfort,
through faith, anto salvation.” And although, ¢ the preaching of
the Cross is to them that perish, foolishness,” yet to such as ¢ are
saved it is the power of God.” For after thatin ¢ the wisdcm of
God the world by iwisdom khew not -God, it pleased God by (that
which the wisdom of this world deem) the foolishress of preach-
ing to save those that believe,”” 'This' preaching of the Cross; which
becomes effectual unfo salvation, ¢ is rict wwith enticing twords of
man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.
'That the faith of those who believe tothe saving of the soul ¢ should
not stand. ir the wisdom of men but in the power of God.” In or-
der, therefore, that the gift of the heathen to Jesus, for his inheri-
tance, may become effectual, we must not only send them the
Word of Life, but those who shall have been moved by the Holy
Ghost to preaclyit. Let it not, however, be supposed, that no other
~means are to be used, or that no other mode of instruction is to be

resorted to, in subservience to this grand and principal design.—
Scheols are a ighly useful if nota necessary appendage to cvery
mission ; and to their establishment, as well as tv the introduc-
tion of the arts of eivilization among the heathen, our attention
ought to be eapecially directed.

But a question of great unport&nce is here present-
cd for consideration: Is this practicable? Whatever doubts
some way feel upon this subject, I cannot hesitate to an-
swer this question in the affirmative, persuaded that it is,
that it must be, tenable. Difficulties there are, indeed, to be sur-
mounted, which may put our faith and patience and zeal for the
glory of God, and our love for the souls of the Heathen, to the.
trial,  But will time alone, remeove or lessen these difliculties &
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Will ¢ they not always exist, and stand in the way, as a matter ot
course, and a thing that is to be expected ? Are these dlfﬁcult\es,
then, ever to prevent us from attempting to evangeh'ze the Hea-
then > There is a wide and well founded distinttion between that
which is difficult and that which is lmpractxcable'-and this dis-
tinction is of the first importance in the consﬂerathn of this ques-
tion,

Mareover, eil the difficulties or obstacles which lig in the way of
evangelizing the heather, although they should prove greatér and
© more numerous than any have even supposed, must hive béen
forcseen by our Lord, when he gave to his d:sc:ples, and through
them to their successors, to all generations, the comniand, « Go
ye into ths seorld and preach the Gospel to every creature.”
‘e import, as well as the extent, of this command, deserves our
solemn consideration. Indeed, was there no other sdub‘t_e,‘ whence
to graw an argument in support of this position, it cou’1be cléarly
estahlished.

It pleased God, in his wisdom, to confirm thoee ¢ good tidings
ef great joy,” which lie has declired & skall be to all people,” both
with & signs and wonders,” and with  divers miracles and gijts
of the Iloly Ghost” according to his will. Thjs, however,is no mor €
to be expected. These signs and worndeis and miraclés have long
since ceased, as being no longer necessary. Nevcitheless the S Spirit
las been promiscd, and has been given, to acct)mpnny the word of
(xod with lis special and saving -nﬁuences' But for the spread
ani the preac’ inz af this word, the Lord calls upun his peopie,
ard especially hxs niinisce. s, to be ¢ workers togetiier with him,”
And may we not conclude, that he does not require of them an)
Aing that is impracticable, ar call them to make exertions that

st necessarily prove fruitless. {Te will, indeed, shew eveéiy one
of his true followers, and more especialiy his faithful mimsters,
“ wht things they must suffer for his names’ sake.” But, t'hen,
they are assured that His grace is sufficient for théin—and for
their continual encou“awement he has declared; % Lo, Jamwith
qou clwes, cven to the end of the world.”” Ardis not this sufhcn-
ent ? What need they desire more ? To Josus ¢ ig given all porer
in Heaven and in Earth. In him are hid all the treasures of
wisdom and kenowledze. e rviches of his grace are unsearcha.-
ble. The government is upon his shvuider.” He it is of
whom it was declared, ¢ Ilisname sheli be called FPomderful
(Tounsellor—!\e Mighty God —the Kverlaséing Father—the Prince
of Poace.” “What is it that Infinite Wisdom and Almighty Power




cannot effect ? \What Lave the servanis of the Mosf Tiigh te fay,
and what difficulty is too great fur them to surmaunt, when Je-.us
is with them, and when they are « strong in the I.orq aud in the
power of his nght ‘

The Lord has, himself, declared, in reference to this very sub-
ject: « Every valle'/ shall be exalted, and every mountgin oud Lill
shall be made low : andthe crooked shall be made straizhi, and the
rough places plain. JAud the glory of the Lord shall le revealed,
and all flesh, shall see it tomether Jor the mouth of the Lovd kath
cpoken it.”. This'was both txc encoyragement and tl;L SUppo wt of
the ducxplcs and apostlee of om Lo.q So that they rould rejaice.
“ ey were counted worthy 1o Ssuffer <k qnwjo; his name—nei-
ther did t.geJ count their lives dear unto themselyes, sothat they
gt finish their course with joy, end the muwtu which they
I'ad recmve'i of the Lord Jesus to testify the gospel of the grace
of God » It was this that cnablea them to overcome evgry
lhﬁicuitv And in the face of unyiclding opposition, iu‘
dt,ﬁancc ef every threaty, notwithstanding ropea}ed and cruc!
pgrsecutnons, although surronnded by enemics, and ia the midst
nfdan'vers and of deaths, wit) great plainness of speech, to preach
the gospel not onlv “to the Ioct sheep of tlie houee of Israel,” and
espemally to those who, with wicked hards, had cruciiied and
slain the Lord ofhfe but also to the Gentiles, who mh.;bnted the
uttarmost parts of the world.  Dutthis great work of evangelizing
the Pagan world, was not accomplished without much self-denial, as
well as much actual suBlerieg, oo the part of those Loly men wlo
were chosen of God and sent « to open their eyes, and to turn them
Jrom dariness to lmlzt ”  We are, inticed, filled with astonicl:.
ment, at a brief, a_nd what is probably but a partial recapitulation,
of the perils and sufferings of One—"Thie great apostle to the Gen-
tiles, who was ¢ in labours more alundant. i stripes alave meo-
sure, in prisons moye frequent, in deuths of!. & Nevertheless, on
bebalf of himself and his fellaw laboarers, he could say, « Sceing
we heve this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint wol ;
Lut haverenounced the hicden things of dishopesty 3 not walk ing
in craftinegs, nar handling the word of God deceitfully, Lut by
man.iﬁ.;stﬂ.t,imz of the truihy commending ourselves ta every man’s
congcience in the sight of God—Giving no offence in any tiing,
that. the ministry be nok blamed ; but in all things epprovirg oyr-
selves, as the ministers of. God,inmuch patience, in vfflictions, in
necessities, in distresses, in styipes, in imprisonments, in funadts,
in lakours, in watchings, in fastings.””’
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has it is abuncantly evident, that {he grace and the presence af
Jesus form a sullicient panoply —tlis servants need only enquire,
what is our mastece’s will 2 That will we, in his name and in bis
strength,y atiempt to do, though earth and hcll should oppose.—
Where daes the path of duty tead ? "Ther ~in, guided by-his coun-
sely and conducted by his spirit yud providence, wiil we B W hat-
ever obstacle may oppoge.

But in regard to the subject now Lefore ug, is net our master 3
will c!uarly expressed P And i8 noc the path of duty theleby as
clearly pointed out ? « Co ye ints the world ard preach the Gos:
nel to vvERY camatyne.’” .

But stiil this question recurs ¢ Ts it practicable? Does not the
savage character of (e heathen forbid the hope of success, at
least until the arts of civilized life shall Lave prepareu the way
for the introduction of the Gospel among them ?

'F;.is i8g indeed, 3 plavsible objection, and one that appears in-
sunerable even to some who Gasire that success may attend the ef-,
imts o thos~ - ., are striving for the salvation o i the heathen.
Giut let us st - whether it has not passed current for much more.
{han itis weath, |

To adwit that civilization is indispensably necessary to prepan
t".e Licatiien for the Liessings of the Gospel, would be an implied
impeachment of the wisdowm of the Great ¢ Author cud finisher of
nur fuith.,” To admit this objection to be valid, would involve the.
absurd supposition that a Physician of Almighty power and inf.-
rite wisdom, lad failed in attempting to provide a perfect remedy
for that moral disease under which we all labour. ‘The command
to preach the Guapel, was not confined to the learned, the wise, or
tae civiiized. ¢ §Fhereds the wise, wwhere is the scribe, where is
the dispyter of this world 2 Ifuth not God made Joolish tle wisdom.
of ihisworld?2 For you sce your calling brethren, how that not.
many wise men after the flesh, not many mu.hty; not many noble,
rrecolled. Byt God hath chosen the foolesh thingsof this world:
fo canjuund the wige, and Gpd hath cl.osen the weak )4 41gs of this
world 1o confound the things that are mighty.” Do any ask area-
son fur a proceeding 8o doutrary to the views of the natural man P
W is «that uo flesh should glory in his presence.” May we then.
not safely conclude, that had it been necessary that civilization
shauld precede the Gospel, there would have been some intimation.
thercof in the instractions of our Lord concerning its dnspensatmn.

Let it not, however, be supposed, that the arts and sciences are.
opposed to, or in any manner inconsistent with, the spirit of the
Gospel. Letit not be gupposed that the advocates for sending the
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Uyospei to tue lieatlien, are oppesed to their civilization. Tlhe Gros.
nel s the anly effectual means whereby they can be' truly civiliz.
pd.  All other means, however nseful nnd excellent they may he
s handmaids to the Gospel, withont this principal (and so far as
v relates to any thorough change of character) this only remedy,
must necessacily prove inellactual, To scnd the Gospel to the
"“at‘aen, then, is laying the axe to the root of the tree of barba.
rism, whilst every other remedy which can be applied, mdepend-
ently af this, is but lopping ¢ "afew of its branrhes. Such, itis
evident, was thg view whieli tiie apostle of the Gentiles had of this
wibiect, e did pot confine liis labours to the more civilized
part of the heathen world. Jie considered himself « a debtor to
the Greels and to {1e Barbavians, to the wise and to the umcise.”
Moreovor, the Listory of every misgion that has ever been un-
tiertaken, to propagate the pure principles of the Gospel among
the lieatlien, notonly proves clearly the practicability of the un-
deptaking, but also the important fact, that the Gospel preceded,
nad-was fullowed by, every blessing, and especially by spiritual
IRessings in Christ Jesus, Wag it possibie fur us to give a con-
cepzed view, natonly of that which has Leen attempted, but espe-
~ially of that which hag been effected, even gmong the heathen cf
cur own continent, it would surely remove every doubt as to the
pract‘.cab lity of evengelizing those savage fribes—It would shew,
raat whilst the wise and prudent of this world, & vainly puffed “p
hy their flosky mind,” can Lear the Gospel preached without in-
*erest, from year to year. the poor benighted leathen, upon the
first Kearing of these «lad tidings, have been heard anxiously to
ancuive ¢ how thev misht come to know Jesus Chriat,”? and ¢ what
they should do to be saved.”” Tt would shiew, that whilst many of
ttinse- who are cver ready to Doast of their cttainments in the arts
wfeivilized life, can hiear the Gospel and vet live in sin, secret or
anen g the heathen have thereby been induced forthwith, to re-
wonnoe not only-their irdols, but & every hidden thing of dishones-
13 apd uneleanness, and to ¢ [ive saberly end righteously and
R i 171 present warld 3 look tag for that Llessed Lope and the
gHorimsappeariag of the great (God and our saviour Jesus Carist.”
18 would shaw that, in cvery instanre in which the great work has
heeaattempt :d, God. bas crowned the labour of love with success,
aml'that tan, in soma instances, in- a rewarkable manner, inso-
1nweh thiat whole tiibes have renounced: Paganism, and bave be-
amo the profesced worshipners of the living Gad. Jt would shew
*1at, of those who thus repounced Paganism, great numbers evin-
cod thear-love tor e Im"d Jesns, by \":thw worthv ol ¢ ihe
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vaculion wherewith they had bead called, by ddoenitie fie ductzine
of God their Suviour,” and by their longing desires to be freed
from all ~inyand ¢ to depart and ke with Christ.”! I & word, it
would clearl y demotistrate, thiat before the doctrines of the Crossy
when preached with simplicity and Gedly stucerityy the dakess
superstitions of the most savage Pagans, (a1l like Dagon before
the ark of God.

Could we, mngreoter, dosciibe the zeal for the glory of Gad our
Saviour, the love for the souls of the heatheny and the :61f demial
of those who preceded us inn this good work 5 a9 well as the priva-
tions to which they submitted, t}-e Fabouors which they pe;fmmeu-,
the sufterings which they enduted, and the dangers which they nar-
rowly escapedwusurely it would be well ealealated to il va it
shame, and to excite us to mora active exertions, But this weuld
exceed our limits, We can only urge all such as areunaceqrain-
ted with this most interesting part of our owa history, to teud fof
themselves, that they may with joy and admiration leatn how ex-
tensively this field was cuitivated by the unwearied labours of «
few individuzls, even at an early period of otie esia.cnee 43 & ha-
tion.  And althongh it afterwards laid, for a leng €ime, & steac
measure neglected, still this part of our argument 35 greatly
strengticned frofi the success of those !abamers who are ak pre-
sent engaged in it. Whether we turn our eyes to that eir¢dim-
scribed portion of this vast field which this seciety vecupier, ot
whether to that larger portion which is now successfully coltivat-
ed by a sister society in the southern borders of our cotintrymoy
wicther we consider the success of the United Brethren, {1 one
of the neighboring provinces of Great Britnin, where God las [ate-
ly poured out Lis spirit upon the heathefi=we see no just case ta
despond, but much to encourade we to redouble our efforts i this
geod work, and to strengthen us to believe: with the fitst of the
Yabourers in this part of the I srd’s vineyard, whe was emphatieal.
ly styled « the aposile of the Indians,” that * prayers and paing,
theough faith in €hrist Jesus, will do any thing,”

But still there may be some ready to inquire s Hag the time an-
pointed far the conversion of the heathen srvrived ¥ Has the time
arrived !'! Was it mot a matter of fact, but tov s ell attested o ad-
mit of a doubt, it weuld be pleasant to indalee a Hope, that, at this
period of the world, there eonld not be foand an fndividual Cheis-
tian who would sey tously make sach an GOy, Near cighteen
centuries have rotled away sinee the €ommsnd was givet to pob-
lish the wuspd amorrg aﬂ natxmsa-ﬂeur two meued ymw htm:
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fwathen neighbours—and those attenpts afforded abundant coudir-
mation of the truth, that God i8 ever reéddy to bwn and Llevs the
labours of his peopl¢ for the spread of the Gospel.  And ye¢ % is
asked : Has the tive arrived ! 1! Would it not be moré per.iant
v inquire whether we have mtt sutfbred the iime tb puss by uniw-

proved ? .

Alas ! what multitudes of th(»ae v retdned he'xthen, whe, having
sinned without law, « finve perigibd withow! law.” Alas! how
many of the tribes of this great famiy have become rearly or quite
extinct, and that too throvgh our éiicrobchnients, aud by the intro-
duction of our poisonous luxariés dmong them ; while we, with
crimmal indifference, have looked on; ard Lave attempted but lit-
tle for their rellef ; and even that litile bas, perhaps, beer. rendered

in a great medsure jncfvctyal, by the sceptieal inquiry, los God®s
~ time come ? . ,

If the holy men of God, who labouret} 80 successiuliy ambnZ
the heathen, even unto death, and hive reecived the crowd of h‘e%

If the apostolick Elliuf, above alluded to, uho, tirough diffionls
ties-and dangers ra:ely equiilled, continued his laberious antl v
remitted clorts for the conversion of the heathen, until he saw the
pleasure of the Lord greatly prosper by hisinstraméntality: .

If the yvounger Mayheu s who zealously eapaged in this gosa
work, with the mosf encouraging success, but by a niysterious Pru-
vidence was soon cufled from the field of habour to entﬂr 184 thg
joy of his Lord :

If the elder 3ayhew, who, afler the duth of his son, al*nuugh
a civil governor, was conStrained by the love of Jesus and his de-
sire for the salvation of sovls, at the. advanced age of seventy
vears, to takc apon himself the ofliee of an Ambagsador - of Christ
to the iudians, which be exercised sucecesflylly for shore thzh
twenty yeurs, when he finfshed his course with joy:

If Kirkland, that «« goed soldier of Jesus Christy” who, with d
burning zcal for the glory of his masfer; on fout, at ¥ season of
the year when the depth of sitow, in a northern cliiate of oue
countrv, renderéd snow-ghoes indispensaole, traversed & wilder-
ress of two lisndred and fifty mites in extent, that he ihight preach
among the heathen « the unsearchable rickes of Christ” :

If Bourne, it Cotton, it Treat, if Sergeant, and above sll, if
Brainerd, that devoted servant of the Lord Jesus, ¢ who saw so
much of the exceilency of Chiist’s kingdom, and the inofinite in-
portance of 1ts extension in the world, that it swallowed up every
uther consideration, and wade him nst only willing, but even re.

joice to bea pilgrim o a hermit in the wilderncss to his dying
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moment, if he might by this means promete the interest of the Re-
deemer.” If Brainerd, I say, the language of whose heart was:
¢ Here am I, Lord ; send me, send me to the rough, the savage
Pagans of the wilderness ; send me from all that is called com-
fort on earth ; send me even to death itself, if it be but in thy ser-
vice and ¢o extend t'  aingzdom.” |

If these, as well as other faithful ministers of Christ, whose
names might be mentioned, had spent their lives inquiring whe-
{her the time appointed for the conversion of the heathen had ar-
rived, how many souls must have died in their sins, who are now
with the redeemed in Heaven, ascribing ¢« blesving and honous
and glory and power u%to Bim tki sitteth upon the throne and
unte the Lamb forever und evéy.” And ifthe American churches
had caught the same pure and intense flame of zeal for the glory
of the Great Redeemer, and of love for the souls of the heathen~
I the spirit of these men, who ¢ counted not theirdives dear unto
themselves,” had rested upon their successors as did that of Elijah
upon Elishia. What great things might have been accomplished !
What inroads might have been made, upon the kingdem of the God
of this world ! How might <« the wilderness and the solitary place
have been glad for them—and the desers h:ve rejoiced and blossom-
ed as the rose”! How might multitudes ¢ the heathen who have
perished for lack of knowledge, been of - t::¢ ransomed of the Lord,'” -
who have ¢ come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon theiry
heads,” and from whom sighing and sorrow have forever fled away,

But itis further alleged : why expend our resources in sending
the Gospel to the Heathen whoare so remote, whilst there are so
wany of our more immediate brethren who are destitute of it ? Al
though there are many of the latter who are destitute of the means
of grace, there can be but few, if any. who are destitute of the
gospel in the same sense with these heathen tribes. There are
multitudes, indeed, who are grossly ignorant; but theyare,in a
great measure, wilfully so. We may indulge the hope, there
are but few indeed, among our civilized inhabitants. who have not
Lieard of the Saviour, and of their need of him as sinners. Not so
with most of the poor savages—the banner of the Cross hax ne-
ver heen displayed to their view, ner has the sound of the preci-
vus name of Jesus ever vibrated upon their ear.

Fhere is, however, another and a more pleasing answer to this
objection. Ihave already observed, that, although it was my prin-
cipal design to plead the cause of the heathen, I did notintend to

overiook those regions and frontier setilements of our widely ex-
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tended country, which are destitute of the bread of life, And lest
it might be supposed T had lost sight of this branch of the subject,
let it be observed that, by urging the claims, the well founded
claims, of the former, the interests of the latter are most effectu-
ally supported. |

The genius of the Gospel partakes in nothing of those selfish,
contracted, or local views, which actuate men, in a greater or less
degree, in every possible scheme of carnal policy. It is her pecu-
liar characteristic, that she ¢ seeketh net lher own”—And when-
ever she gains the ascendancy in the heart, she invariabl y leads
men, no fonger to seek their own things, but « the things which
are Jesus Christ’s”—+¢ To do good unto all men, especially unto
them who are of the housenold of faith”—and ¢ to endure all
things for the elect’s sake, that they may also obtain the salvation
whick is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.”

If, therefore, by the blessing of God upon the efforts of his peo-
ple, even some of the heathen tribes should be truly evangelized,
many glorious censequences would very probably result. What
would be so likely to revive in the hearts of the peo ple of God the
true spirit of the Gospel, as the welcome news of the triuinphs of
the Cross among the savage inhabitants of the wilderness ? What
so likely to kindle in their souls that pure flame of love which
would notonly purify but expand their hearts with that genuire
benevolence which ever leads to vigorous exertion ? What would
be so calculated to arouse the attention of the careless and stupid
sinner, who has long been sleeping under the sound of the Gospel;
or to bring hume to the heart and corscience of the sceptick and
the scoffer of the holy religion of Jesus, the conviction that the
Gospel is, indeed. ¢ the power of Gud unto sulvlion to every one
that believeth”? And, especially, what would hzve such a tenden.
cy to create, among the inhabitants of those settlements who are
destitute of the Gospel, ard who are new characterized by their
indifference to their spiritual interests, that hunger for the bread
and that thirst for the water of life, which would most assuredly
bd satisfied ?

Should the poor heathen, then,be united to the inheritance of our
Gracious Redeemer. it would be calculated to produce, and we
may confidently hope it would actually produce, a great and salu-
tary reaction upon the whole body of Christ, whereby its health
and vigor would be promoted, its members increased, its beaunty
heightened. and the glory of its Head greatly advanced. Norlet
it be supposed that this is mere theory. ¢ Look” (to use the ian-
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guage of a late and very interesting publication respecting the con.
version of the whole world,) « at missionary exertions in England.
Do not their public reports tell us, that their domestic missions
have gone on increasingin proportion to the growth of their foreign
missions P And if we look to our own country, will any one who
is at allacquainted with its religious affairs, pretend to say that the
same has not been the case here

Upon a review, therefore, of our situation, our privileges, and
our obligations to God—considering that we, ourselves, in His
view and purpose were included among the heathen who were
given to Christ for his inheritance—that through His abundant
mercy, we have our lines in pleasant places, and our feet
stand within the gates of Jerusalem—that we have not -« been re-
deemed by corruptible things, as silver aud gold, from our vawn con-
versetion received by tradition from our fathers, but bythe precious
bload of Christ as of a lamb without blemish and without spot”—
and that, therefore, we ought mot to live unto vurselves, but unto
Him who died for us and rose again. What is the practical in-
quiry which this subject naturally suggests to each one of us in
the respective spheres assigned us by the only wise and gracious
God ? Is it not, < Lord, what will thou have me to do 2"

Do we, indeed, believe, that these heathen are included in the
gift of Jehovah to hi€ son Jesus ? Do we believe that this cannot
avail to the glory 6 God, so that our triumphant Redeemer may
% see of the travuil of his sewi and be satisfied,” or to the salvation
of the he then, un'ess hi. kirzdom be established in their hearts ¢
Do we believe that this i~ to be effected only through the instru-
mentality of the word and gospel of God, and especially through
that word and gospel preached by those who shall be sent for that
purpose ? Do we believe that in this we are called to be workers
with our Divine Master ? Do we belicve that he will, at the ap-
pointed time, reckon with us for the talent or the talents delivered
to us respectively, according to our several ability, with the awful
injunction, % occupy till Tcome!” If we indeed believe, we do well.
But let us learn to judge as well of the reality, as of the strength
of our faith, by its influence upon our practice=that faith which
dees not excite to unwearied exertions to prumote the kingdom
and glory of our Lord in the world, as well as to unreserved and
universal obedience of his commandirents, ought to be the object
of our suspicion. ¢ Faith without works, is dead.”

May we not hope, therefore, that mauy of you are prepared to
act—that many of you are in possession of that principle whict
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leads you earnestly to desire to know your master’s will, that you
mway do it—and that the sentiment of your hearts accords wish
the practical inquiry before suggested ? Let it not, however, be
supposed, that this inquiry ouglt to relate merely or principally
to our duty at this tizae, or to the amount o the oftering \/hich we
shall now make to the treasury of the Lord—Though this .. a con-
“sideration which demands our serious attention. Whether this
offering will bear any just proportion to the magnitude of the ob-
ject which we have in view, cannot as yet be known ; but of this
there cannog be any doubt, that it will be proportioned to the de-
gree of interest which we feel, and the sincerity and earnestness
with which we engage in this holy work. There is just cause to
~apprehend, that many of the professed followers of Christ, have
heretofore entertained very inadequate notions of the extent of
their duty, so far as it relates to the support of missions, Many
sunpuse, if they cont ibute a pittance of that abundance which God
has given thewn, upon an occasion like the present, they have dis-
charged their duty, and have done all that God is requiring of
then—=waereas the trutn is, this is but a small part of our duty—
and this would at once e manifest to every one that would con-
sider, if a!l should entertain the same contracted notwn, this
¢ great work® must at once be abandoned.
What more then is required of us, in the discharge of those du-

- ties to which w2 are now solemnly called ? Arve called to the
sole nn office and good work of the ministry ! Are we honoured as
ambassado s fo- Christ, and has he committed to us the'ministry of
reconciliation ! Are we to watch for souls as they who must give
account? How ought we ‘then to strive for the salvation of
these heathen, and to ¢« long after them all in the bowels of Jesus
C'wrist.” Hyw ought we, after the example of the apostle of the
Genfiles, to acknowledge ourselves fo be debtors to these unwise
barbarians, as well as to those who are civilized, and to say as
much as in us lies we are ready to preach the Gospel to the hea-
then also. But it may be said, we cannot all preach the Gospel to
the heathen—True—It may be that God sees but very few of us
whe are either desirous of, or properly qualified for this great work.
But ought we not most earnestly todesire, and most importunately
to seek, to iave eur hearts as well as our lips touched as with a
live coa! from off tii> aitar ;and tu be so inspired with zeal, and in-

flamed with love—That if peradventure we should heaa the voice
of the Lord savin
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we might be prepared, after the exawple of the eyangelical pro-
phet, to say, « Here am I, Lori; send me.”—Further,if we'
cannot all preach to the heathen, we can all, without excep-
tion, not only pray but preach for th. n. In eur ministrations
we can endeavour te shew the true nature, the wast impertance,
and the amazing magnitude, of this and every like undertaking—~
we can point out the necessity, as well as tae obligat'~ns which are
Binding upon all who bear the Christian name, tp support these
wio are engased in it.  We can stir up their pure minds by way

of remembrance, to be tmportuuate with God for his blessingupon

~ this « work and {abour of love.” e can meditgte, when aioney
su.d we can consult, when together, upon the best means for ac.
complisiing the end in view— Wecan devise liberal things—and
by our exhortations, our entreaties, our rebukes, our prayers, and

by our example, so far as God has or may put it in our power, ive-
can excite our people to regular and continued, to liberal and m-
creasing contributions, without which all our efforts must prove
'abartwe Whether we consider the importance of this subject, in
connexion with thuse solewn obligations which Christians ever fee}
"and sacredly regaid——or the missionary spirit which prevails in
many pacts of . the Christian world, er the success which has aty
tended the few attempts wiich have been made among ourselves—e’
We have a sufficient warrant to believe that all that is wanting to
ensure complete success in this great undertaking, is that the du-
ty of the professing people of God in rclation to missions, be fully
and distinctly stated and earnestly and aftectionately inculcated.

Aud that this is necessary will be evident, when it is considered
~ that some there are, at least of the people, if not of those who ¢ [z«
liour in the word and docirine,” who suppose that by such repeated
sentributions, the Churches may be so impoverished as to render
them unable to support their ministers at home, and that they may
thereby be deprived of the means of grace. But this supposjtien
must be the ofspring of unbelief, or at least of very mistaken
views of the word of God. Such as have indulged or acted ol
this sentiment, would do well to consider the purport of many pass
sages of the word of God, which prove ¢ there is that scattereth and
yet increaseth, and there is that withholdeth more than is meet but
it fendeth ta poverty.”

Do we not see this truth confirmed by our daily observation P
What churches are most able, as well as most willing, to support
the G¥spel ministry ? Which of the churches have experienced
“ times of rvfreshing from the presence of the Lord 2’ Are they
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not those which are distingunished for their zeal and their exert.
ons in support of missions ? Indeed, from ti.e best view which we
can take of the word of God, and of his dealings with his people,
it cannot be easily conceived, how the church could adopt a prac-
tice, not openly scandalous or directly injurious to the cause of
religion, which would be so likely to bring down upon them spiri-
tual judgwents, as the withholding that aid of the missionary {und
which God is requiring them togive. Would it nut, therefore, be
well worthy the serious consideration of these western churches,
whether the great and criminal indifference with regard to this
subject, which has obtained among us, be not one principal cause of
that spiritual dearth which prevails to such a lamentable extent.

In many parts of our country a true missionary spirit prevails,
and there, as aiready mentioned, we not only see the thirsty hills
of Zion refreshed as <« a watered garden,” but we belald the most
vigorous efforts for the spread of the Gospel. Two issionary so-
cieties have been formed, deserving our particular notice—one of
which, called « The United Foreign Missionary Society,” though
it promnises much usefulness, and is well calculated to excite our
hopes and expectations, and deserves all the support which we
can give, is nevertheless of such recent origin as to render it alto-
gether premature to expect, as vet to see, the fruit of its labours,
The other, which was established » few years past by our Eastern
brethren, is in successful operation. It is, indeed, gratifying to
learn, that within the past year % 30,000 have been contributed to
the fund of this institution—That besides a foreign mission school,
which has been founded athome for the education of heathen youth,
and in which there are pupils, (some of whom are eminent for their
piety and zeal) from Otaheite, from the Sandwich Islands, from
China, from the shores of India and from the wilderness of Ame-
rica—This society have established missions at Bombay and Cey-
lon in the East, and among the Cherokes and Choctaw nations of
Indians upon our Southern border.

In consideringthe duty of Christian ministers, we have been lcad
incidentally to touch upon the duty of others—~and in the further
application of this':irt of our subject, we would urge it as the in-
dispensable duty of all, to lay this matter to heart, as that in which
they are personally concerned ; and that each one should consider
he is called « to the help of the Lord, to the he'p of the Lord a-
guinst tie riighty.”

Tris belp every Cliristian can afford, by instant praver and free
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will offerings te God, of his wordly substance. Bat it ought tobe
remembered that the former will not answer any valuable purpose,
nay, that the former will be wholly unacceptable to God without
the latter, unless it be out of our power to cast in even the offering
of the poor widow. Our prayers for the spread of the gospel, aud
for the success of those who are sent to preach it, while we with-
hold our aid, or neglect the vse of the meaus which God has put
in our power, only evince cur insincerity, and can be considered
no better than a solemn mockery of God.  Would we, then, join
with the waiting church of God, in that interesting prayer, taught
us by vur Lord himself, « Thy kingdom come,” we must use our
best exertions to promote that kingdom ; and, especially, we must
supply the funds of thuse who are engaged in propagating the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ—we must contribute liberally and annually, of
our income, or of the fruits of our industry.

Let none be alarmed as though any thing hard or unreasonabl-
was required—Our gracious Lord is not requiring us to sell all.
that we have and to give to the poor. Indeed how reasonably
might this be required of us by Him, ¢« who though he was rich.
yet for our sakes became poor, that we, through his poverty, might
be rich”—but al! that is required, (for it is all that is necessary
to accomplish the grand object) is a very small portion of our pro.
perty as a vearly offering unto the Lord. Let it not be supposed,
that none can comply with this, save such as are, at least in some
measure, afluenty Qur condescending King deigns to reccive the
smallest offerings, and he especially designs that all who have a
heart to give, shzll partake of the honour, and the unspeakable
pleasure, of being workers together with him. And whosoever has
a willing heart, will find ne great difficulty in providing this offer-
ing in the appointed season., If we do not abound in wealth—if
we have no other income than the fruits of our daily labour—a
small addition to our industry, er a little more frugality and self-
denial in our mode of living, tn relation to furniture or dress or
equipage, or those luxuries which habit may have induced us to
regard as necessaries of life—will furnish an ample fund. l.et it
however, never be forgotten. that the Lord especially regards the
heart. <« Every man, according as he purpescth in his heart, so
let him give not grudgingly or of necessity ; for God loveth a
cheevful giver. For if therebe first a willing mind, it is accept-
ed according to that whicha man hath, and not according to that
he hath not.”” Our exalted Prince and Saviour is « King of kings
and Lerd of lords. By him and for kim all things were croated.
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And heis before all things, and by him all things consist.”” Surely
then « the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.” Surely then
the gold and the silver is the Lord’s—Surely everv beast of the for-
est is his, « andl the cattle upon a thousand hills.” Yet he stands in
no need of any of tnese things which his hands have made, or of
any thing which we can do or vestow—s¢ He spealcs and it is done,‘
he commands and it stands fast.” Nevertheless, for the trial of
the faith, and Jove and zeal of his followers, aud of the sincerity
as well as strength of their attachment to his interest in this world,
he opens his treasury to receive whatever may be frecly ¢ered.
Let the rich cast in of their abundance—I.et those who are in the
circumstances desired and prayed for by one of old, cast in liberal-
ly of that competence which they enjoy through the bounty of God
—And let the poor be encouraged to cast in their two mites. And
whilst we coatribute according to nur several abilitv, let us re-
member that it is written for our solemn warning. as well as for
our encouragement, ¢ he that soweth sparingly shail reap also Spa-
vingly, gnd he which soweth bountiﬂdl y shall reap also bountifu:ly.”
Nevertheless how often is i< seen, that they whose expectations
in committing the precious seed to the earth, bave perhaps never
been disappointed, but it may be often exceeded. Nay more—
How often is it scen, that {hev who profess to have committed
{heir sculs, with their eternal interests, inte the hands of Jesus,
are unwilling to commit to his Providence a small portion of their
wordly substance ; notwithstanding he offers tl:em the security of
his word tha* it shall redsund to their own benefit! « Tell it not
in Guth, publish it not in Jshk elon,” lest the enemies of the Cross
triumph !|——God, wha knows the proneness of our hearts to cov-
etousness, has in his wisdom and goodness been pleased to hold
out tous every possible inducewnent to be « ready to distribute and
willing to comw:unicate” of those things which perish in the using,
insomuch that an expenditure in Lis service, which if incurred in
the procuring of the thines of the world, might be called prodigal
and unwise, would nevertheless be indicative of liberality. of pru-
deoce, of true wisdom. If, then, we confine our views even te this
world—if we desire that God would bless our basket and our stcre,
let us be persuaded to give liberally. ¢« The liberal soul shall be
wmade fat.”> < He that watereth shall be watered also himself. =
But have we, through grace, been enabled to raise our views and
our expectations above this world, the fashion whereof passeth
away—and would be rich toward- God—would we lay up treasure

in Heaven--wonld we send our treasures there Lefore us, as to a
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place to which we expect shortly to rémove ? Let us east in live-
rally into the treasury of the Lord .
Have we any regard for the glory of God ? Do we hmg fo sce.
{ie Heathen, who are scattered as sheep, .having no shepherd
brought within the fold of God ? Would it afford us any true de-
light to behold these untutored savages meekly bowing-to the scép-.
tre and cordially obeying the gospel of Christ ?. Let us furnish flie.
ineaans of scnding them that word whicli is able to'save their souls.
Bat surely, my bretiren, we need not further urge this subject
upoa you. VWeonly ask you to suffer your imaginations for a me-
ment to transport you to the wilderness—what do you there be’
hold ! Oae of its savage inbabitants—how forlorn hLis dituation !
\What a living picture C of wretchedness ! More degraded than the’
beasts that pemn--thh a covering utterly insufficient to protect
him from tie winter’s chilling blast, and with an.eye, the savage
lkeenness of which tormentipghunger has rendered doubly pierc-
ing, bzhold liow hé roves through the wide furest, secking a
scanty and precatious snbmtence. Or,if you please, follow him
‘i:: his miserable dwelling—what 4o you there discover ? Ah! No-
{hing but disgusting ﬁ!th, abject poverty, and the instruients of
cruelty arc to be seén in lis habitation. Surrounded indeed ke
may be by a family —Bat what then 7 He is without natural affec-
tion, and his savage breast is not suscéptible of tender emotion.
“What happiness then, can he derive from the society of liis na-
Led, squalid and half-starved offspring, and of her whois the mo-
ther of them, wivo cannot be dignified with the endearing appella-
tion of wife, but is degraded below the situation of the most abject
slave; who is lisble not oaly to be put away at his pleasure, hut
cven to fall a victim to his rage or intoxication. He lives to no
valuable purpose—he knows no true enjoyment--awd he dies
witaout hone, The book of nature i3, indeed, before hix, but he
i tan blind (o read it. ¢ T'he Ieavens declare the glory of God.”
And althouch ¢ there is no spcech nor language where their voice
is not keard,” he is too igznorart to inderstand. Iie may, indeed,
feel bis wretchiedness, and his need of something to propitiate the
Great Spirit——and with this view, of tuose wild animals which he
has taken with much Javour and watchiulness, he ofiers sacrifice,
but it is to Devils and notto God.——The holy sabbaths revolve
when we who, through the tender mercy of God, have been visited
by tie day.spring from on Iligh, repaic to his sanctuary to hear
tre ward of fife, and to rejoice in the Lord who has become our
n
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salvation—But they pass unhecded by him, to whom all days are
alike. The sound of the Gospel, which has ¢« brought life and im-
mortality to light,” is frequently heard by us, but it reaches not
his wretched abode. Whilst we feel its power on our hearts, trans.
forming us, by the renewing of our mind, into the Divine image,
atnid enabling us to <« rejoice in the hope of the glory of God ~he is
a slave to divers lusts and passions, and is led captive by Satan at
his will. Does any one of his savage comrades chance to escito
his « wrath which is cruel and his anger which is outrageous,” how
does a thirst for revenge take possession of his barbarous soul—a
thirst which is insatiable—a thirst which rages until it be quench-
ed with blood.——But still the murderer lives, without any sense
of his guilt—without any remorse of conscience—without any ar-
prehension of a future judgment—Ile drags out a miserable exist-
ence, till perchance he meets with a like wretched fatc—or it may
be, he dies not by the hand of sach an one as himself, but by the
hand of God. So soon as the cup of his iniquity is full, and he te-
comes a vessel of wrath fitted for destruction, he is arrested by
some wasting disease ; and now behold him laid upon the bed of
death—What is now his situation—what ground of support, or what
source of consolation, is now presented te his dark and gloomy
soul. His life h1s been a misture cf wretchedness and suffering
and crime—and now, could we hope that death would obliterate
his crimes and put an end to his miserv, we might view his situa-
tion with some degree of composure. But his crimes are great,
his guilt is accumulated—he is obnoxious to God’s wrath, and a
prisoner to his justice—he feels the mighty hand which has arrest-
ed him—he looks around for relief, but there is none to help—
there is none to warn him of his guiit and hi« impending ruin—
there is none to urge him to flee from the wrath to come—there is
none ta soothe the anguish of his soul, or to direct him where to
apply for mercy—With some dark lorcbodings of the turments
which await him, and with the pangs and groans which attend the
dissolution of ¢ our vile body,” he dies, and his destiny is fixed
forever. Nor let it be supposed that this is merely fauciful—It
may be, that while I am speaking, tle spirit of some poor dying
heathen has just departed to experience the reality of that which
I have endeavoured faintly to describe. Letus, then, for a ms-
ment, pursue that departed spirit—has lie entered into rest ? O
no! In Hell he lifts up his eyes,and now, for the first time, learns,
hut Izasns waen it is {orever too late, that the living Jchovab, inta




a

v hose hands Le has faiicn, is not oniy & a just God,” but < a Sa-
viour” —What a reflection is this > Why was he not sooner made
acquainted with this truth ? Why was not tiis Savour preached
‘n this poor creature while a prisener of hope ? Why were not mis-
s.onaries scnt to teil him of Lis guilt and danger, and to proclaim
in his cars the glad tidings of salvation, and to guide his ¢« feel
iato the way of psace”? Ought we not to look to it, lest this blood of
his soul—nay, lest the blood of many souls, be found in our skirts,
in the great day of account ? |

Let us no longer, then, suffer these poor heathen to urge their -
¢ark and downward way to cverlasting ruin, without making onc
generous effurt fur their rescue. 1f oneof these poor savages should
present Liimseif at our door, tu beg a morsel cf bread to satis(y
his hunger, could we refuse, or turn a deaf car to the request 2 Ab!
then, has not the loud cry of the misery, not of an individual but
of a vast multitude—~not of a few thousands, but even of a quarter
of 2 milliun of human beings, brethren of the same {amiiy—reach.-
ed ourears ? And shall it be disregarded by us? They are pes-
ishing, not for that bread which supports the body, or that « water
of which if « man drink he shall thirst again'~but for the bread
and the water of life.  They are offered freel y—<¢ withtout money
and without price ;" but they arc out of the way of the heathen;
2ud we, above all the people of the earth,are required to place them,
or at least the means of obtaining them, within their reach. As
therefore, we have ¢ frecly veceived,” shall we not « free'y give"!
Give [reely, and you shall bring upon you the blessings of those
who are ready to perish. Give freely, and from a principle of love
to the gracious Saviour, and you shall ¢ recompensed. The poor
heathen, indeed, cannot recompense you-—But « you shall be re-
compensed al.:he resurrection of the just.”

ERRATA.

In the 3d page, 8th line from the top, afier the words “ David is” add
the word Aere ; so that it may read, David is Aere.
L) page 7, 16th line from the top, ingiead of ** sec” read sedk.




