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Revelation accordant with Reason.

Paganism in ancient and modern
times, is equally calculated to en-
hance the guilt, and multiply the
miseries of men. Mahometanism,
though grafted upon revelation, is
a monstrous corruption, evidently
aiming at political subjugatiofy, and
the debasement of the human mind.
The philesophy of Zeno had little
influence upon the world ; and that
of Epicurus rendered its votaries
addicted to the vilest practices.
The schemes of modern infidelity
have derived their lustre from light
purloined from the gospel ; they are,
in all their forms, the offspring of
prejudice and pride, and exist by
excluding the truth.

Having the idea of God, our rea-
son can establish the truth of his
existence, ascertain many of his
perfections, natural and moral, dis-
cern our dependance on and obliga-
tions to him, and discover outlines
of his law, or rules of moral con-
duct, which we ought to pursue.
Those, who are not able to think, or
speak clearly of the nature of vir-
tue, and the origin of vice, can ne-
vertheless distinguish right from
wrong, and feel a sense or con-
sciousness of guilt, as well as infer
from their miseries, a state of oppo-
sition to the Creator. In apostasy,
it is fit we should be separated from
holyand ha Yy beings, and deprived
of the sensible presence of the per-
fectly pure and holy God.

The degradation of an innocent
creature implies losses which are
immense. Immured in the dark
Frisoq of the body, we are excluded

rom intercourse with separate spi-
rits, and justly treated as convicts,
banished from the presence of the
Judge. Repentance and faith are at
bestan imperfect righteousness, and
accompanied by propensities to sin,
which deserve misery and death.

Against death, the probable evi-
dence of immortality affords, to
mere human reason, very slight
Emunds of comfort. Without a

ereafter, man is indeed a mystery;
justice has failed ; the idea of a fu-
ture life a tantalizing evil; the fa-
culties of the human mind are mis-
placed and useless. Yet immor-
tality admitted, a future state, with-
out a revelation, must fill the mind

‘with fearful apprehensions. For al-

though justice requires a distinction
to be made between characters, yet
the universality of guilt, and the
strictness of the claims of justice,
seem to exclude hope.

Reason admits, that he who form-
ed the mind, can reveal himself to
it; and that he may, if he chooses,
remove our uncertainties and fears.
The goodness of the Creator,evinced
ltg' our present comforts, and even

e miseries of man warrant some
expectation, that he would do this.
The books, which claim the charac-
ter of a revelation, receive the full-
est support from the history of past

es, the manners and languages of
the nations. The simplicity of their
unadorned narratives, their impar-
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blance of the moral i of his-Sa-
viour. In both, the world is left out
of sight. On earth, the worshi}mer
shandons every other plea, but that
of Christ’s righteousness; in hea-
ven, he gives him all the glory of
his salvation, and casts his crown
at his feet. On earth, the saint en-
ters into rest, and has peace; a few
weep all along the road to the hea-
venly Canaan. But in heaven, all
is peace and joy, without tempta-
tion or interruption.

The confidence of their own safe-
ty, which some persons of defective
character 88, who are evident-
ly self deceived, possessing no more

a natural love of God, gives

much encouragement to the impe-

nitent. Even the desirable expe-

rience of others, whose change is

the more discernible, because they
have been reclaimed from extremes
of sin, and sometimes also the false
raptures of enthusiasm, produce an
imputation of superstition ; and thug

prevent the investigation of the -

truth. There are many whose faith
is weak, love languid, joy not great,
comforts few; who experience dul-
ness in duties, and barrenness in
prayer; who come to the commu-
Rion, merely because afraid to ab-
stain, and who daily doubt, whether
th;{ have been renewed and justi-
fied. Yet there may be something
of the savour of spiritual things in
them, and a determination, if they
must perish, that it shall be in seek-

nﬁvﬁ rist.

is undesirable state of weak-
ness, which is neither remarkable
for keen distre ss, nor exulting joys,
may neverthele ss, be upon the whole
conducive to vigilance, and progres-
#ive in holiness. Those who are thus
semsible of their imbecility, are often
dlert to exclude the usual encour-
agements and consolations of the
gospel, and to decide against them-
selves. Nevertheless, where there
is such a sense of unworthiness;
where even the feebleness of hope
produces an accessijon of humility,
am%, leads to a close - walk : or where
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the mere probability of arsiving at
the Eossession of a saving interest
in Christ, animates to seek more
purity of heart, and a nearer ap-
proach to God, there may be room
to conclude, that the work is a sav-
ing one, which is n in the soul, -
and that the individual will at length
arrive at the haven of eternal rest.
When the love of public ordi-
nances, and practice of other reli-
gious duties, with patience, perse-
verance, and resignation unto the
divine will, are progressively ad-
vancing, and the mind becomes
mere weaned from the world, and
fixed on heayenly objects ; the proofs
of justification, and acceptance, are
such, that the timid believer ma
venture down into the shadowy val-
ley, and not fear to find, beyond the
Jordan, the promised inheritance of
ceaseless joys. J. P. WiLson.

On the Importance and Practical
Influence of Revealed Truth.

Truth is a sacred thing. By ma-
ny, however, it is treated in a way
by no means suited to its nature
and importance. Some regard it
with indifference, deeming the ac--
quisition not worth{tof any pains :
others deny or doubt its practical
influence : while others feel dis-
posed to call in question the prac-
ticability of obtaining the know-

ledge of it.

afe do not intend to take any
notice of _those ancient philoso-
phers, who abandoried themselves
to universal skepticism, and con-
founded all distinction between
truthand error. Few perhaps can be
found in the present day who feel
inclined to become disciples of
Pyrrho, so far as toreject the truths
otr" mathematical and natural sci-
ence. But they are not few who
wantonly indulge a skeptical turn
in re; to moral truth. Yet mo-
ral truth rests upon as firm a basis,
as mathematical or natural truth.
The evidence by which it is proved,
when fairly presented and duly ex-
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amined, carries conviction to the
human mind, as well as the demon-
strations of Euclid, or the facts
collected to support some general
principle in natural philosophy.

The truths belonging to these se-
veral classes, differing from each
other in their nature, require of
course for. their establishment dif-
- ferent processes of reasoning: but

it were irrational to imagine, that
the great Author of our being had
. left unsupported by suitable evi-
dence moral truth, which so inti-
. mately concerns us as intelligent
"and accountable creatures, both
. here and hereafter ; while he has so
constructed the human mind, and
. 50 framed the material world, that
the other kinds of truth are sup-
by the clearest and most sa-
tisfactory evidence. The proofs
connected with the former class are
sufficiently plain and strong to
answer the purposes of his moral
government, and to render inexcu-
sable those who neither receive nor
seek after the truth, Criminal
neglect of the means of informa-
tion and aversion of heart to the
truth, will be found at the bottom of
that ignorance by which so many
immortal souls are ruined. He who
knew all the secrets of fallen man,
and all the hidden springs of his
action, has traced this matter to its
proper source, in that solemn affir-
mation so reproachful to human na-
ture: « This is the condemnation,
that light has come into the world,
and men loved darkness rather than
light, because their deeds were
. evil.” John iii. 19.

It would demand too wide a com-
pass of discussion to meet the infi-
del skeptic on the proper ground,
and prove the attainment of moral
truth to be practicable, by demon-
strating the fact, that God our Cre-
ator has blessed the world with a
revelation comprising a discovery
of all that is necessary to be be-
lieved and done in order to salva-
tion. We design by the subsequent
remarks to endeavour to remove

wrong impressions that may have
been made on the minds of indi-
viduals who yield to us the fact
that we do possess a divine revela-
tion. Such there are, who, althou

they subscribe to the claims of the
Bible to a heavenly origin, yet
seem to imagine the revelation of
God to have been made in such a
manner, that the knowledge of its
contents is an attainment, if not
wholly impracticable, yet attended
with almost insurmeuntable diffi-
culties. In the belief of this no-
tion they are confirmed by a view
of the Christian world. They see
one churcho posing another church;
one class of divines contending with
another class; now one system of

doctrines prevailing in a particular .

denomination of Christians, and
then after the'lapse of some time
a very different system gaining the
ascendant in that same denomina-
tion : and yet all professing to de-
rive their faith from the same in-
spired book. Hence they are led
to conclude, that the attainment of
truth must be very uncertain; and
that the laborious search demanded
in making it, not being likely to be
rewarded by success, should not be
attempted. -

These are delusive and dan-
grous impressions. If we ascribe

em to the want of information,
it onght not to be forgotten that
this deficiency may be traced to a
secret aversion from the truth that
has prevented due inquiry. Let
such individuals look more closely
to the state of Christendom, and
they will find that all who deserve
the name of sincere followers of the
Lord Jesus Christ, in all churches
meriting the name of a Christian
church, are more united in their
faith than they .imagine; that all
such disciples agree in the belief of

 the fundamental doctrines of our

holy religion, however divided on
points of minor importance, and in
respect to the gzincip]es of church
government. Some indeed who as-
sume to themselves the name of
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Christians, reject what all other
professing Christians regard as es-
sential to the system of divine re-
velation : but by this criminal re-
jection of essential doctrines of
the gospel, they cut themselves off
_from the visible church, and become
nothing more than deists, with a
Christian name. Of such we do not
speak, but of sincere Christians of

1 other denominations: and we
assert that they do agree in main-
taining the uth:.tnd trinity of the
Godhead, the deity and mediato-
rial character of Jesus Christ. They
do believe that man was at first
created in a pure, holy and happy
state; that be fell from it by his
own wilful transgression ; that man-
kind have, in consequence of the
apostacy of Adam,been invelved in
a state of sin and misery; that we
can be justified only through the
righteousness of Jesus Christ; that
it is necessary to be regenerated
and sanctified by the operations of
the h:lit of Go(lll, lin ,or(;fr to be

ualified for the holy employments
2nd enjoyments ofyheaveny;mthat
good werks, though not meritorious,
yet are indi in the life of
every true Christian; that there is
a futore state of rewards and pun-
ishments.

Now in the belief of these doc-
trines, and others that might be
mentioned, all sincere disciples of
Christ throughout the world are
agreed : and whoever believes these
doctrines with the heart, shall be
saved. Christians, it must be con-
fessed, are lamentably divided in
sentiments; but they are not so
greatly sundered apart in this re-
spect as many suppose, and others
would wish the world to believe.
In all fundamental and. essential
doctrines they are united. They
have one faith, as they have one
Lord to rule over them, one Spirit
to teach them, and one hope to
cheer and animate them in their
Christian course.

Such unity of faith among true
Christians, we might anticipate
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from the very desigm of a di-
vinerevelation. Unquestionsbly it
was given for the nstruction of
mankind ; and surely it would be
unreasonable to suppose that its
fundamental dectrines were deli-
vered in a manner so obscure, that
those who, with humble, teachable
and prayerful minds, sought to be-
come acquainted with them, could
not discover them with safficient
clearness to produce a general har-
mony of faith. This would be a
reflection both on the wisdom and
goodness of that merciful Being,
who has veuchsefed his light and
instruction to eur benight andiF
norant werld. We open the Bible,
and rejoice to find there is no ground'
for such a reflection. Its s are

luminouns. Its great doctrines. are

delivered with much perspicuity.
Any man of candour, l;”ﬂt EHIZI
by preconceived notions, and wil-
ling to learn the truth, may, with
proper diligence, and in the use of
those helps which God has previded,
acquire a knowledge of the great
and leading doctrmes of the gos-
pel, and, by a divine blessing sought
with earnest prayer, may become
wise unto salvation.

The attainment of revealed truth
is then practicable: and sas it may
be gained, 8o the acquisition is im-
portant on account of its prAcTICAL
INFLUENOE:

- With many it is a favourite max-
im, “ No matter what a man’s creed
is, provided his life be good.” It is
possible to put on this maxini a con-
structioa that will render its mean-
ing less mischievous. It might be
interpreted to signify that it is not
important what may be the senti-
ments of a man en certain contro-
-verted points of subordinate conse-
quence, provided his conduct be
such as becomes the gospel of Christ.
But if any be disposed to use it in
this qualified sense, it is plain
enough that many adopt it on the -
broad principle, that the belief of
the doctrines of divine revelation
is not essential to a-good life. In-
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deed there are some who maintain
one religion to be as good as ano-
ther forall necessary purposes ; and
that if men be only sincere in the

ractice of the rehgion the{ pro-
¥ess; they will be accepted y the
Judge of all. From this opinion it
will follow, that the Hindoo pros-
trating himself before the idol Jug-
gernaut, and defiling himself with
its impure and filthy rites, pleases
his Maker, as well as the humble
believer, who lies, with penitential
shame, at the foot of the cross of
Christ, and fervently supplicates
the purifying influence of that pre-
cious blood which cleanseth from
all sin! It will follow, that those
infatuated savages, who worship the
Devil, will meet with approbation
in the final day, as well as those
holy Christians who worship Jeho-
vah alone, and abhor the ascription
of divine honours to any but the
Supreme Being, who made, up-
“holds and governs the world! Such
wretched absurdities have actually
been published in one of the news-
papers of this city.

n opposition to all loose opi-
nions in regard to the practical in-
fluence of the truth, we maintain,
that if a man’s creed be essentiall
d‘g'ective, his life can not be good'l.

e speak not of that exterior mo-
rality, which many wish to substi-
tute in Flace of inward piety. By
a good life we mean a hfe of hoh-
ness; a course of action flowi
from a regenerated heart. A
works groceeding from any inferior
principle, how lovely and praise-
worthy soever in the estimation of
men, are in the sight of God dead
works, which he will not accept.
An inspired writer has plainly
taught this truth: «They tgat are
in the flesh cannot please God:”
Rom. viii. 8.; that is, all who act
merely from the principles of their
depraved nature, being destitute of
a living faith in Christ, and a holy
love to God, can not yield the obe-
dience which is demanded ; and of
course the eye of infinite Purity
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cannot look upen them with appro-
bation. A lig, of holiness, which
alone is worthy of being denomi-
nated a good life, springs from a
belief of the truth, and is never
seen in persons who reject the es-
sential doctrines of the gospel.

Truth lies at the foundation of
duty. There is a Being of infinite
excellence, who made and governs
all things: on this truth is founded
the duty of loving, worshipping and
obeying our Creator. Our §lorious
sovereign has given us a law for
the regulation of our conduct; and
hence it becomes our duty to ob-
serve all the precepts of this law.
Man is a fallen and depraved crea-
ture: from this truth springs the
duty of humiliation and repentance.
Gocf has appointed Jesus Christ as
mediator between himself and sin-
ful men: on this truth rests the
duty of seeking intercourse with
our offended Maker through the
mediation of his Son. A sinner
cannot possibly be justified by his
own righteousness,.but he may be
justified by faith in’ the righteous-
ness of the Redeemer : on these two
important truths is founded the
duty of renouncing dependance on
our own righteousness for justifica-
tion, and relying simply on the
righteousness of Christ for obtain-
ing this great and necessary bless-
ing. The Holy Spirit is the effi-
cient cause of the work of regene-
ration and sanctification in ever
Christiaa:s ‘llleart :f from this trlu
spri e duty of paying peculiar
rm to this ivinl;agelgn, and of
seeking his renewing and sanctify-
ing grace. Jesus Christ is the true
God: on this truth is founded that
indispensable duty of honouring the
Son even as we honour the Father.
Thus it appears, that every truth
nas its corresponding duty. Let
any man believe with the heart
these leading truths of divine reve-
lation, and he will in some measure
perform the duties which grow out
of them.

But suppose a man rejects any of
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these truths, is it reasonable to ex-
pect he will regard the duties which
are founded on them? Will he who
denies the deity of the Lord Jesus
‘Christ, and beheves him to be no-
thing more than a mere man, pay to
him the same divine worship which
he presents to God? Will he who
denies both the personality and
ead of the Holy Ghost, show
im the regards that are due to this
divine person, and implore his re-
newing and sanctifying influence ?
‘Will he who rejects the atonement
of Christ, make it the foundation
of his h for eternity? Will
he who believes he can by works
merit the favour of God, renounce
dependance on his own, and rely
. on the righteousness of another for
acceptance at the bar of his final
judge? Error leads to sin, as truth
to holiness. The depravity of our
nature does indeed oppose the in-
-fluence of truth, so that it has not
its complete effect on our hearts;
and God is:pleased, by various
counteracting circumstances, to di-
minish the deleterious power of er-
ror, 80 as to prevent the mischief
that would otherwise result from it.
Still, however, the natural tenden-
cy of the one is to produce a sirzul,
utl_d of the other to produce a holy
life.

The sacred scriptures furnish the
most conclusive evidence of the
great importance of revealed truth
on account of its practical influence.
Indeed the very fact that we have
a divine revelation does itself con-
stitute indisputable proof, that truth
is essential to our restoration from

-a state of sin to a state of holi-
ness. Why did the Lord Almighty
bless the world with a revelation of
his mind and will? Why were such
ins taken in forming the Bible?
y were prophets and apostles
raised up in long succession, and
inspired each to write his allotted
portion of that holy book? Wh
did Providence watch over it wi
such s::::uliar care, preserving it
4rom ravages of time, and the
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malice of kings and emperors who
sought its destruction? Why were
such astonishing miracles wrought
in confirmation of its truth, and to
propagate the belief of its doctrines
in the world ? It will not be pre-
tended that all this was done mere-
ly tofamuse the human min;i, or to
gratify its curiosity by supplying it
with )s’ubjects foryba{'renpl;pyelcﬁa-
tion. A nobler purpose was contem-
plated by the infinite Mind. The
revelation of God was given for the
high and hol{ Iurpose of calling
sinners out of darkness into mar-
vellous light, and of delivering them
“from the power of darkness,” and
translating them “into the king-
dom” of God’s “dear son.”
Accordingly we find, that salva-
tion is ascribed to the truth. «1I
am not ashamed,” declares the great
apostle, «of the gospel of Christ:
for it is the power of God unto sal-
vation to every one that believeth.”
Rom. i. 16. Not only is salvation
in this general manner attributed
to the truth, but every essential
constituent part of salvation in
garticular is ascribed to its in-
uence. Is faith necessary to sal-
vation? This is represented as a
roduct of the truth: « So then
?aith cometh by hearing, and hear-
ing by the word of God.” Rom.
x. 14—17. Is repentance a part
of salvation? It results from the
preaching of the truth. Paul de-
clared to king. Agrippa, that he
« shewed first unto them of Damas-
cus, and at Jerusalem, and through-
out all the coasts of Judea, and
then to the Gentiles, that they
should repent and turn to God, and
do works meet for repentance :”
Acts xxvi. 20: and it is well known
that the word of God dispensed by
this great apostle, did not return
void, but prospered in the accom-
plishment of the purpose for which
it was sent, and that thousands be-
came sincere penitents’ and con-
verts to Christ. What brought the
three thousand to repentance on the
memorable day of Pentecost? Was
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it not the plain, faithful and pun-

ent exhibition of gospel truth by

eter and his fellow apostles ? Acts
ii. 37—41. Isregeneration, or bei
born again, a part of salvation? It
is attributed to the truth: ¢« Bei
born again, not of corruptible seed,
but of incorruptible, by the word of
God, which liveth and abideth for
ever.” 1 Pet.i. 23. “Of his own
will begat he us with the word of
truth, that we should be a kind of
first fruits of his creatures.” Jam.
i.18. “«For though ye have ten
thousand instructors in Christ, yet
not many fathers: for in Christ Je-
sus I have begotten you through
the gospel.” 1 Cor. iv. 15. Is pro-
gressive sanctification necessary to
our salvation? Itis carried on b
the influence of truth: « Sanctif;
them through thy #ruth: thy word
is truth.” «And for their sake I
sanctify myself, that they also might
be sanctified through the truth.”
John, xvii. 17, 19. at is it but
the truth that supplies believers
with consolation? “ Wherein God,
willing more abundantly to shew
unto the heirs of promise the immu-
tability of his counsel, confirmed it
by an oath; that by two immutable
things in which it was impossible
for God to lie, we might have strong
consolation, who have fled for refuge
to lay hold upon the hope set before
us.” ,

While we thus exhibit these in-
dubitable proofs of the great prac-
tical influence and purifying power
of the truth, it is proper to remark,
that it owes all its Jieciency to the
accom, an{ing grace of God. Un-
attemfed y the power of the Holy
Spirit, it would never produce those
mighty effects which it has pre-
duced, and still does produce, in
the conversion of sinners. This
fact should be ever borne in re-
membrance, that the glory of our

salvation may be ascribed, not to |

means, or to instruments, but to
Him who appointed and employs
them for the accomplishment of his
holy and merciful designs. “Ihave
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lanted and Apollos watered, but

od gave the increase. So then, nei-
ther is he that planteth any thing,
neither he that watereth; but God
that giveth the increase.” 1 Cor:
iii. 6,7. Itis only when the gospel
comes, “ not in word only, but aYseo
in power and in the Holy Ghost,”
1 ess. i. 5, that it produces its
intended effects. Still, however, it
is to be remembered that God is

leased ordinarily to use the truth
1n effecting the salvation of sinners,
from the beginning to the consum--
mation of the mighty wark. It is
the millc by which babes in Christ
are nourished ; and the strong meat
by which Christians of full age are
fed. Heb. v. 13, 14. .

It is manifest that truth, possess.
ing such a powerful practical influ-
ence as to effect, through the ac-
companying grace of God, an en-

tire revolution in the character and .

nature of man, so that the sinner
is converted into a saint, and the
beir of hell is made an heir of hea-
ven, is not to be treated with indif-
Jerence. The knowledge of itis a
matter that most deeply concerns
every individual ; for on feeling its
renovating power on the heart de-
pends the salvation of our immortal
souls. We cannot remain ignorant
of it without extreme hazard. With
natural science a man may have no
acquaintance; of the first princi-
Eles of mathematics he may have no
nowledge, witheut endangering at
all hissalvation. He may be almost
an idiot, and yet be so taught
the fundamental doctrines of the
gospel as to believe them, and
obtain salvation. But of divine
truth no one can remain ignorant
without putting in jeopardy his
eternal interest; and dyin in this
condition, he must inevitably share
in the perdition of them who know
not God, and obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Thess.i. 8.
“ My people,” is the complaint of
Jehovah, « are destroyed for lack of
knowledge.” Hosea, 1v. 6.
The truth then ought to be prized
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ccording to it8 vast impdrtance

acco
and inestimable value. feel-

ings toward it should be like those.
which we may suppose the royal

mist expenienced, when he pen-
?e:ll that admirable eulogy : “%he
law of the Lorp.is perfect, con.
verting the soul: the testimony of
the Lopp is sure, making wise the
simple : the statutes of Lorp
are right, rejoicing the heart: the
commandment of the Lorb is pure,
enlightening the eyes: the fear of
the Loro is clear, enduring forever:
the judgments of the Lorp are
true and righteous altogether. More
to be desired are they than gold,
yea, than much fine gold, sweeter
also than honey, and the honey-
comb. Moreover, by them is thy
servant warned ; and in keret{)ing of
them there is great reward.” Ps.
xix, 7—11.

A conviction of the unutterable
value of the truth should prompt
-us to endeavour to make as exten-
sive acquisitions of it as our cir-
cumstances and station in life will
admit. All truths are not, it is

readily conceded, equally impor- -

tant. Some constitute the founda-
tion on which our holy religion is
built, while others belong to a less
essential part of the glorious edi-
fice. That we are bound to par-
take of the two Christian rites,
baptism and the Lord’s supper, isa
truth ; but this truth is not to be
compared with that fundamental
truth, « He that believeth shall be
saved ; but he that believeth not
shall be damned.” Mark, xvi. 16.
While this distinction is made, let
it not be forgotten, that all revealed
truths are important, and that an
acquaintance with every part of the
inspired volume will subserve the
great design of the whole, the in-
creasing perfection of the Christian
believer.. « AN scripture,” affirms
the apostle, «is given by inspira-
tion of God, and is table for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness ;
that the man of Ged may be per-

-
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fecty thoroughly furnished unto all
works.”” No Christian should
satisfied barely with a know-
ledge of the fundamental doctrines
of divine revelation; he should en-
deavour to form an acquaintance
with every part of that admirable
system of religious truth with which
od has blest and adorned his
church. B m.km% a view of the
whole he will be able to discern the
place of each part; the relation
which one truth sustains to another;
and how they all harmoniously
unite in one glorious system of light
and wisdom, holiness and consola-
tion. It were well for the church
and for its individual members, if
none deserved the reproof which
the apostle administered to the He-
brews : « For when for the time ye
ought to be teachers, ye have need
that one teach you again, which be
the first principles of the oracles of
God ; and are become such as have
need of milk, and not of strong
meat.” Heb. v. 12.

Let every one then feel it an in-
cumbent duty to increase in the
knowledge of the truth. The means
are ample. God has appointed a
ministry for the edification of his
church. All who have entered into
this high and holy office are bound
to endeavour by diligent study, to
form an extensive and accurate ac-
quaintance with the contents of the
inspired volume; so that they may
feed his people with knowledge, and
out of the good treasure of their
hearts bring forth, like faithful stew.
ards of the mysteries of the king-
dom, things new and old. A steady
and constant attendance on the
preaching of the word, then, is one
appointeﬁ means for increasing in
the knowledge of the truth.

In addition to the ministry, God
has blest the church with the Bible;
in which has been recorded by in-
spired penmen whatever his infinite
wisdom deemed proper to be com-
municated for the faith and prac-
tice of his people. This volume,
then, must be diligently and perse-
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veringly studied by all who wish to
obtain a clear and comprehensive
knowledge of revealed truth. Those
who neglect it will derive but little
profit from the ministry of the
word ; they come with minds un-
prepared to hear to advantage dis-
courses founded on passages of holy
scripture. The very gift of such a
book imposes on all who possess it
an obligation to read and study its
marvel%:us contents. The Bereans
were commended for their dili-
gence in comparing the addresses
of Paul with the records of inspira-
tions, to discover whether he taught
true and sound doctrine. Acts, xvii.
11. Our Lord commanded the Jews,
and consequently all to whom his
command comes, to “search the
scriptures.” John, v. 85.

e scriptures, although written
in perspicuous language, yet in ma-
ny places need elucidation; and
for the assistance of his people the
Lord has furnished the writings of
able divines, as well as the preach-
ing of his ministers in general.
These writings, in different forms,

from the pamphlet to the folio, area |-

treasure to his church. All Chris-
tians should, as far as their means
and opportunities for reading will
allow, ggrive aid from these writ-
ings in their study of the Bible.
Some have not leisure to peruse
large volumes, but who cannot spare
from his necessary avocations time
enough to read a magazine, a month-
ly pamphlet comprising but a few
pages

Reading and hearing must be
combined in the search for truth.
The two great avenues of know-
tedge are the ear and the eye. The
Lord is pleased to instruct his peo-

le through the medium of both;
ge addresses the ear by the preach-
ing ‘of his word, and the eye by his
written word and the writings of
learned divines.

“ Buy the truth and sell it not.”
“ Wisdom is the principal thing;
therefore get wisdom; and with
all thy getting get understanding.

Jaw.

Exalt her, and she shall promote
thee ; she shall bring thee to ho-

.nour when thou dost embrace her.

She shall give to thine head an orna-
ment of grace; a crown of glo

shall she deliver to thee.” «My
son, if thou wilt receive my words,
and hide my commandments with
thee; so that thou incline thine ear
unto wisdom, and apply thine heart
to understanding ; yea, if thou criest
after knowledge, and liftest up thy
voice for understanding; if thou
seekest her as silver and searchest
for her as for hid treasures: then
shalt thou understand the fear of
the Lord, and find the knowledge
of God. For the Lord giveth wis-
dom; out of his mouth cometh
knowledge and understanding. He
layeth up sound wisdom for the
righteous : he is a buckler to them
that walk uprightly. He keepeth
the paths of Jufgment, and preserv-
eth his saints. Then shalt thou un-
derstand righteousness, and judg-
ment, and equity ; yea, every good
path.”” Prov. xxiii. 23. iv.-5—9. ii.

1—9. J.3.J.
-
Remarks on the Duration of Future
Punishment.

Few have denied, that man is an
accountable being. The awful lapse
of our race, and the consequent mo-
ral deterioration of our nature, are
also admitted by a large proportion
of professing Christians. Any plan
calculated efficaciously to heal the
breach, make reconciliation for
transgression, and thus reinstate .
in the favour of heaven, must be an
object of universal interest. Such-
a plan Jehovah has revealed. What
it is, is a question of vast moment.
The discrepancy among Christians
about its nature, character and ex-
tent, has been proportioned to the
magnitude of its importance. These
have been subjects of' tedious and
accrimonious litigation. To exa-
mine closely, and reason dispas-
sionately is more easily proposed,
than executed. To discuss topics
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