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The following Sketch appeared first in the Evangeli.
cal Intelligencer, for the year 1807. Having been
revised by a near friend of Col. Bay arb, it is in:
serted in the Christian’s Magazine, with a good
‘hope that it will prove both interesting and edify-
ing to the reader.

A SHORT SKETCH OF TIIE LIFE AND CHARACTER OF
COIL. JOHN BAYARD.

« I HAVE often thought,” says the celebrated au-
thor of the Rambler, ¢ that there has rarely passed a
life of which a judicious and faithful narrative, would
not be useful. For not only every man has, in the
mighty mass of the world, great numbers in the same
condition with himself, to whom his mistakes and
miscarriages, escapes and expedients, would be of
immediate and apparent use, but there is such an
uniformity in the state of man, considered apart from
adventitious and separable decorations and disguiscs,
Vor. ITI.—No. VL 2R
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THE STATE OF. RELerN

Wulnn the houulmf the GzxERAL AsseunLy of thePrps-
‘Oytorian churoh, in the Unitep Stares or AMERfEAs -+
Daring the period of time mhervenlng between May, 1009 and May, 1810

Fhe Commitice afipointed to collect. and d:geu into a conpect-
ed narzative, the information rcceived in the free converse-
. tiqm cencerning the state of Religion, mbmu tha ﬁz(?owmg

- TANQTS- . - Lo e
‘THE Geneml Auembly bavmg hurd,,amqyg;qf thp‘ )
staesof, rligion within; their bounds,- pnhap;m bavip
opportuity. of publishing an abstract of it, for.the in OWN\G!OW
of the churchqs under théir care, "And we begm with thanks-
giviagto ' the, God and Father of our Lord Jesus Chrlst, for that "’
ce with which it has’ pleased him to visit a goodly hurher.
of our churches. In many instances the arm of the Lord has -
be¥n wmade bare ; the prince of peace has dlsphyed thie power
mdlgloryof lusgnce, in the edification of his people, and the-
conversion of sinners. « Not unto us, O Lord, not umwun,but.
unto thy name: be the glory.”’
. K'he ginto of the church upon the whole.is. Iavmnb\e and
in particular parts, the Spirit of God has begn ;poured out in
copious effusions, . Inmany towas within the bounds of our -
sistgr chyrchea in Connecticut, Vermont. Massachusetts, and
Naqw-Hampshire, the Gospel of Christ is scen to be the sower
of God,, and the wisdom of God to salvation. Zion is therc
putting on her beautiful garments ; there, is flowing with a full
stream that river which makes glad the city of our God ; and
the great shepherd is leading his flock to the green pastures, by
the hiving waters.
-Advancing: towarde the south, we see the foot-steps of our
Wﬂ" within the- bounds:of the Presbyterics of
Hudson, aud New-York. .Josus shows that he is
thk 2q: sawe, ovep to the ustermont,. by the conversion of old
. and hargdened signers, of open, avowed unbelievers, and of
abandoned profligates. The slaves of Satan are delivered from
their bondage, and admitted inta the glorious liberty of the
sons of God. In the western parts of the state of New-York;

Vol. III.—No. VI 2X



338 THE CHRISTIAN': MAGAZINE.

parucuhrly in" the newTy settlcd regions, the progress of re
ligion has been great ; that desert buds and blossoms as the
rosc, and promises, under the suspices of grite; to- bedome s
the garden of the Lord. It is mentioed as & ‘proof' ‘of this,
that in the space of eleven years, the number of mimistets of
Jesus, in that country, has increased from two to neardy fifiy.
Although the revival in New-Jersey, of which the"Assembly
made re to the churches fast year, has, in some degree,
declined, yet we are delighted to hear that the precisus fruit
of it remain; that apostacies are very rare; that they whb
ame the’ mme of Christ, appear generally t walk worthy of
n&mr vocation ; and that, although the harvest seents for ‘the
present to be past, yet still, in many places, the gleanings are
qonsnderable
In the Presbytery of Philadelphia the work of the Lord
goes’ on, in the cohgregations of Cape-May, and Fuirfield.
Many souls are there brought from darkness to ligh!, and ffdn
the power of satsin unto God.
There are fidings also from some parts of the-
lzlummore, which make glad the hearts of the lhends of
ion
The Assembly are happy to learn that the fmiu oﬁ ﬂ:&gw
revival in some of the Soutliern States, which took place e~
veral years ago, still remain ; that there, also, apostatics ave
very rare, and professors of relwlon appear to huve their cin-
. versationin Heaven. Ifi some nstances proféssional charaeters,
formerly notorfous for their adherence to the principles of: ind-
delity, and for inattention to the duties of religion and werality,
are now found publicly manifesting their amdhmem “to the
friends and the ddctrines of christianity. R
With pleasure we have received the infoﬂnaﬁm that "we-
 véral Serhinaries of learning have been favoured with ehe ape-
cial grace of God; and some of those youth who are expected
#ereafter to influence public opinion and telmment; han ba-
_qome disciples of a crucified Redeemer.
In addition to this general view of the good things wllg:ll
. God has done for us, it is remarked, that the' Missiongries em-
ployed by the General Assembly, and by éther
bodies within their bounds, have performed theirservices with
" fidelity, and, in severdl " instances, with consideruble’ suceess.
The gospel has been " cartied to destituté'places, snd -tive wun
. of righteousness hias fisén, 'with healing under his wings, upoa
" sonie of the dark and benighted regions of ser whdetuews. - A
.poodly number of churches' have been organived: dering -the
, year, past and nowm sevéru placesthere is an*umen cry
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for, the stated preaching of the Eospel, whére ten yéars agt
thgre were pone Who cared for these things.” The Missions
%o the poor blacks In our country, have also been, in'some de-
gree,. blest by, the head of the church, and even thé héart of
gho savage has been melted by the all-sabduing grace of God.
.. -Itis pleaging also to remark, that in some places, were,infi-
delity appeared to have built her strong holds, the dactrine of
Chrigt erucified has triumphed. The impions heresy of so-
cinianism which reduces to the level of a mere man oir
‘bjessed Lard and Saviour, has been 4130 in soimé instances, coii-
.slderably diminished. o DR
The Assembly cannot forbear mentioning hére, with gredt
_aatisfaction, the Institution of several Bible Societics, in ad-
dition to the one established nearly two years ago, in Philadel-
,phia. We thank God that he has put it into the hearts of the
ious and benevolent of various denominations, to devisc and
gllmub.thc mieans of sending the scriptures,. which alone are
,able to make men wise unto salvation, to the poor afid necedy.
And we anticipate with joy, the happy effccts whicH it Is lioped
.will, result from these institutions. It is our mast ardent prayer
.ghat they may be encreased, until all who dwell upon’the earth,
shall be favoured with the word of (:y y the only ig/&ll{&lg rule
f faith and firactice, _ e ot
. The Assembly also acknowledge, with joy, the goodness of
God in.checking the. progress of the errors, and healing the
. dirvinions which trave prevailed for some years, in a few of the
- .western churchgs.. . . - . .
In producing the happy effects which have been just detail-
.ed, God has done hopourto his word and ordinances. As the
Assembly caonot resognize az genuine gny work in the hearts
- of men, bearing the name of religion, but that which is pro-
..duesd by the instrumentality of truth, acknowledges and hon-
ours that truth, so they observe, a9 usual, a confirmation of this
- great pringiple i) the, reports concerning the state of religion,
~ab the present sessions. In those parts of the church, without
- axoepiion, in which vital religion has flourished, in the course
“of the last year, the fundamental doctrines of the gospel ; viz.
- she gotal depravity of human nature, the divinjty and atonemen:
. of Jesup Christy justification by his impiyted righteousncss, the
. agwereignty and freencas of divine grace, and the shecial influ-
! éncee of the Haly, Stirit in the regencration and sanctification of
~ sinperey lave been decidédly received ;hd bbpd:fed. rd Nich
73~ fhvermpeansy- in addition tq the preaching of the word, whic!
God has owned and bl&&gaﬂi'pcafeeb;.’%g ‘aiid prayer mieet-
ings. And the Assembly hail it as an auspicious omen, that,
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upon masy of his peoplc and churches, Gaod has poosed out a
Spirit of grace and supplication. We rejoice in being able to
say that praying societics have considerably increased in the
last twelve months. Let those who have been favoured with
the effusions of the Holy Spirit, persevere with increasing
diligence in the use of those means which it has pleased God
to bless : and let those who are still in a state of languor and
coldness, remember that it is only in the diligent use of the
means appointed by God, that they can expect to obtain his blesg-
ing. We recommend this the more earnestly, dear brethren,
because, althoughthe state of the church, on the whole, is pros-
pering, yet in some very extensive and populous regions of our
country, religion declines, errors prevail, vice abounds, and souls
are perishing. Let the friends of Jesus, throughout our land,
united in one purpose, and animated by one spirit, rise to more
vigorous exertions for the promotion of vital piety. Let their
time, and their talents, and their all, be devoted to the cause
of God and of Christ. God has done and promised enough,
to encourage eur hoges, and animate our labours. The time is
approaching, when Jesus will come in the glory and majesty of
his grace ; irocced from conquest to conquest,and fill the whole

carth with his salvation. Try then, brethren, the utmost efficacy
of prayer, and let every soul with fervour cry, even 40, came

quickly, Lord Jesus! Amen,

Attest, .
JACOB J. JANEWAY, Stated Clerk.

——— ¥ E—
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF NEW-YORK ;

Established under the inspection of the General Synod of the
Associate-Reformed Church.

——gD P G
( Continued from p. 228, No Iv.)

AT the same meeting of Synod in which the fore-
going plan was adopted, the Rev. John M. Mason, D. D.
was chosen Professor, and the Rev. Messrs Robert
Annan, John Mc Jimsey, James Gray, James Laurie,
and Alexander Proudfit, were chosen superintendents,
The Professor was ordered to begin the course of in-
struction on the Nov. following; and at the next meet-
ing of Synod, in May, 1806, the Superiutendents pre-
sented the following Report: : .
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