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Tae aim of thes:-Notes has been to bring together the resuits of Biblical
investigation (so much increased of late), and to lay them in the very path
of Sabbath school teachers and scholars, for their weekly lessons. It is be-
lieved that the plan of furnishing to their hand, from various and volumi<
nous sources, the apparatus and material called for, will make the exercise
attractive, and will both encourage and facilitate the study of God's word.
This plan, theretore, takes up the Questions of the American Sunday School
Union, so extensiveiy in use, and especially the “Consecutive Union Ques-
tion Book,” lately issued, on the Gospels, to prepare Notes wilk the Questions
m cye, and to weave around these Questions the material for more. The
book accompanies the Questions without being dependent on them. The
author hopes to stand thus in the avenue of so much scriptural instruction,
and to be himself a party in the pleasant work, if' so be he may be partaker,
also, of the reward. He has not done the teacher’s work for him, but has
gathered for his use that which shall help him in his study, and make it sat-
isfactory ; while he has planned, by this means, to introduce to his notice
what he needs to know, beyond all that the Questions call for.

Teachers so often have not the time for searching commentaries, or for
reading discussions and diffuse annotations, that they may easily slight the
study, o1 be discouraged in the good work. Such a_Hand-Book, therefore,
has been welcomed by many ministers, teachers and superintendents, with
whom the author has conversed in the course of its preparation. And while
che pupils in Sabbath schools and Bible classes have been mainly afloat, with
Questions which are often themselves dark, and oftener such as no one
seems precisely to” answer, it is believed that an important good may be
bereby attained, in bringing sckolars to their classes well prepared—and
tkat not only on the Questions, but on other collateral questions suggested
by the Notes.

May it not also lead to the systematic study of the Gospel Histories, in
parochial and other schools, and in family instruction, that the Notes have
the advantage of Questions so well approved and every where so accessible
as those of the 8. S. Univn—and these Questions arranged in short Lessons,
within the reach of a daily or weekly exercise ?

Another novel feature of these Notes is, the method of bringing to view a
flarmony of the Four Gospel narratives. The common plan has been that
uf Calvin, Doddridge, Townsend and others—to bring together the parallel
passages from the different Evangelists, and to comment on them, thus, in
their order. Such a plan must always have the dieadvantage of breaking
the text, omitting some portions from each Evangelist, and destroying their
respective characteristics. But ¢kis plan brings a Harmony into practical
use, by placing it where it applies. and where it must all along suggest to the
reader, in Captions of the Notes, the many important hints it gives. Further-
more, it goes over the oiher tiree Evaungelists in the very act of examining
one—brirging to view, in their place, the additional records of the others—
and thus kee{)s up the thread of the whole history. It has also this advantage,
of giving plain, brief captions to each paragrapb, which call attention to
the items, and ol showing heir ¢ider by the sectiors numbered throughout.
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4 PREFACE

Dr. Robinson’s Harmony, as corrected from Newcome, and followed b
Greenleaf in his “ Testimony ot the Evangelists,” has been zdopted, witﬁ
slight alterations, as being quite the best. This method has thrown the
Notes into paragraphs, which have furnished an opportunity for briefly eli-
citing and summing up the inspired teachings under many sections, in short
observations at the close of each, as much more likely to be useful than the
usual sundries of remarks at a chapter’s end.

Besides the more accessible and familiar works which have been con-
stantly consulted, free use has been made of rarer helps, as, Calvin’s
Commentaries; Trench’s Notes on the Parables, Miracles, and Sermon on
the Mount; Bengel’s Gnomon ; Greenleaf’s Testimony of the Evangelists;
Englishman’s Greek Concordance; Kiito’s Biblical Encyclopedia; Trol-
tope’s Analecta Theologica; Hengstenberg’s Christology; Blunt’s Coinci-
dences; Winer's Idioms of the New Testamer.t; Olshausen, Townsend, &ec.

Special acknowledgments are here due to the Publisher of Kitto’s Biblical
Encyclopedia—Mark 1{. Newman, Broadway, New York—for access to the
plates of that valuable work, from which there have been obtained many
useful pictorial illustrations. :

The author covld scarcely have pressed this undertaking to completion,
amidst the laborious duties of his parochial charge, but for the strong hoj
of promoting sound scriptural instruction through this channel also. In this,
he‘)‘ms been constantly encouraged by the good opinions of his plan which
have been widely expressed to him from the beginning. ie can freely say,
in the sentiment of that pious commentator on the Psalms, Bishop Horne,
that the labour itself has been moust profitable and pleasant. And now, the
Divine and Gracious Author of the Gospel, in whose strength it has been
prosecuted, ar.d in whose name it is sent forth, can bless it to many for edifi-

cation and for salvatjon.
. MELANCTHON W. JACOBUS.
Brooxuyn, N. Y., Alarch, 1848.

MATTHEW THE APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST.

There are four inspired histories of our Lord Jesus Christ in the New
Testament. These refer to the same great subject of salvation by a Re.
deemer; though the authors do not relate precisely the same things. Each
gives his own narrative. The history is to be gathered from them all, and
their statements are found to be harmonious. Hence, the testimony is four-
fold. 1t is Tae GospeL by Matthew, by Mark, by Luke, and by John—
written by these severally, yet one Gospel by all, and in all (see Matt. 4. 23,
Mark 1. 1. Luke 9. 6).

Two of these Evangelists—the first and last—were apostles. It has been
well remarked, also, that ¢ two—Mark and John—were too unlearned to forge
the narratives; and the other two—Matthew and Luke—were too learned to
be deceived by imposture.”

The term for * Gospel,” in Greek, which is anglicized in the old Englisl},
“ evangel,” gives rise o the title *“ Evangelist, “ which has the sense o
godp:lizer, or publisher of the Gospel. The Gre:k term, in its derivation.



MATTHEW, THE APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST. [

signifies the same as the Anglo-Saxon “ Godspell”-—good tidings—from which
we have our word “ Gospel.”

These four nistories may be regarded as the inspired summaries of the apos-
tles’ preacking. Immediately after the ascension of our Lord, “ they went
forth and preached every where,” according to their Divine commission.
Matthew, doubtless, laboured chiefly in Judea. When it became need-
ful to have a permanent history of our Lord’s life and death—His teache
ings and doings—and to give it the widest circulation for a witness, before
Jerusalem should be destroyed (see ch. 24. 14, and ch. 28. 19), Matthew
wrote, under the Divine inspiration, more particnlarly for the Jews, Soon
after, Mark wrote for the Romans, as would seem from the Latin terms
which he introduces, and from his gospel being written at Rome. Luke
wrote for the Gentiles more gemerally, exhibiting Christ as ‘“the seed
of the woman.” And John wrote last of all, supplying what might be added
to the rest, and setting forth Jesus as the co-equal Son—who * was with God,”
and “ was God.”

Though different authorities have assigned various dates to this gospel,
ranging from A.D. 38, to A.D. 68, the strong internal and external evidence
favours the later time. It may safely be dated at A.D. 62, about eight years
before the destruction of Jerusalem. It was not so necessary at an earlier
period, while the apostles themselves could %each, and while ¢ they went
forth and preached every where” (Mark 16.20). ¢ About this time,” says
Lardner, ¢ the Gospel had been propagated in many Gentile countries; the
times were troublesome in Judea (under Nero), and the war was coming on.
8everal of the apostles were dead, and others of them who survived, were
gone or ¥oing abroad. and many of the Jewish believers were about to seek
shelter elsewhere. Now, was therefore a proper time to write a history of
Christ and His miracles. Moreover, in this Gospel are reccrded divers
plain predictions of the coming overthrow of Jerusalem and the Jewish
state, which could not be well published to all the world in writing, till about
this time.”-—Lardner’s Works, vol. 5, p. 305.

It has been argued by many, that this Evangelist, unlike the rest, wrote
in Hebrew —a corrupt Hebrew or Syro-Chaldaic being the vernacular
tongue in Palestine, in the time of our Lord. But though he wrote mainly
for the Jews, they had already become familiar with the Greek language,
which had spread abroad since the reign of Alexander. The many Jews
resident in Egypt, had required a Greek version of their Old Testament
Scriptures, more than 300 years before. And as this Gospel History was
intended to circulate most widely, and, in the mind of the Spirit, was de-
signed to go abroad among Gentiles also—we find sufficient reason for
regarding this prevalent tongue as the original. Besides, it is confessed that
other portions of the New Testament Scriptures written' at and about this
time, were in the Greek language. ¢ The Epistle of James,” which is
supposed to date A.D. 60, and which was addressed * zo the twelve tribes scat-
tered abroad,” was written in Greex. This Jewish Greek was not indeed
the pure tongue, but mixed with Hebraisms (see Winer’s Idicms of the New
Testament). Lardner, after citing the testimonie® which have been urged
for the Ilebrew origiral of this gospel, concludes against them, and argues
that this cannot be a Greek translation, because the same reason which
would have made a translation into Greek necessary, would have induced
Matthew himself to write in Greek.

It is further to be observed, that this apostle had early become familiar
with the Greek tongue by his intercourse in the office of collector, and that it
was already spoken extensively among the Jews of Judea, among whom he
greached immediately after the ascension. ‘The Jewish authors, Philo and

oscphus, cotemporaries of the :;gosdes, wrote in Greek. The mere fact



6 MATTHEW, THE APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST.

that, by all confession, this Greelt Gospel as we have it, was universally
circulated, while no trace of a Hebrew Gospel is found, would weigh strongly
in favour of the Greek original—since we might suppose that it would be
written in the tongue in which it would be most needed, and most circulated,
That the oldest Fathers of the church (says Olshausen) did not possess
Matthew’s Gospel in any other form than that in which we now have it, is
fully settled. Itis clear from the character of the citations out of the ‘Old
Testament, that this must be something else than a mere version. Besides,
there is not the slightest trace of any opposition to it, as there must have
been if the apostle had written in Hebrew, and a Greek translation was
crowding it out, as though itself the original.  Yet there is frequent mention
early made of a Hebrew Gospel by Matthew. Lardner best accounts for
this, by supposing that a Hebrew translation was made for limitec use,
which some came to consider as the original. Olshausen concludes that
Matthew wrote in Hebrew, and afterward himself wrote in Greek.
MarTHEW was a Jew of Galilee. He was an inferior collector of customs
- under the Roman goverument, to whom the Jews were now tributary. His
station was at the port of Capernaum, or, as some have thought, on the high
road from Capernaum to Damascus. He is also called Levi (Mark 2. 14.
. Luke 5. 27, 28) and * the publican,” in his own list of the apostles. Matt. 10.
3. It was common among the Jews to have two names: as Lebbeus, whose
surname was Thaddeus”—Matt. 10. 3—and ¢ Simon, who is called Peter.”
Matt. 10. 2. When a Jew became a Roman citizen, ke usually assumed a
Roman name. It is, therefore, supposed that “ Levi’ was the original Hebrew,
and “ Matthew” the assumed Roman name of this Evangelisi.

This gospel was evidently written with a special aim to evangelize the
Jews. Hence the apostle brings forward the convincing proofs, that Jesus
was the Christ, and even that Messiak whom their fprophets had foretold.
Hence he constantly refers them to their Scriptures of the Old Testamen. as
fulfilled in Himn. But this would be a leading argument for Christianity
with the Gentiles also. IJe coustantly considers John the Baptist in refer-
ence to Malachi’s predictions, and recognizes his person and work as theil
direct accomplishment. Besides this, Matthew abounds in citation$ from the
prophets, which some authors here, and many in Germany, have regarded as
mere ‘accommodations,” or happy applications, of the prophetic language.
It requires no very high view of inspiration, to take them as so many in
spired notices of inspired predictions fulfilled in the events.

In choosiug Matthew for an apostle, our Lord adopted a striking memoria?
of Judah’s low estate, the country being now tributary, and an officer of the
tribute, one of the twelve! It was at such a time of the chosen tribe’s declen-
sion, that the Messiah was predicted as to come. Genesis 49.10. Zech.9.9.

Our received English version of the Scriptures is a most elaborate correc-
tion of the previous translations, and that from the original tongues. Forty-
seven men of the highest abilities were employed in the work for the space
of three years, by authority of the King (James I). They were divided into
six companies, and were assigned different portions. The work of each
group underwent the revision of all the others, after having been first
thoroughly sifted in their own immediate circle. The whole was then finally
revised by twelve men—these being a committee of two from each company.
Thus most learnedly and laboriously prepared, it was issued at London,
A.D. 1611. After many ineffectual attempts to improve upon it, by new
versions, it is admitted among seholars, that a more faithful and true trans
lation, all ip all, cannot be expected, and need not be desired
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MATT.

MARK. LUKE,

-
JORYN.

Bet. PART L

EVEXTS CONNECTED WITH THE BIRTH
AND CHILDHOOD OF OUR LORD.

Time: About thirteen and a half years.
1. Preface to Luke’s Gospel.

9. An_Angel appears to Zacharias...
Jmsleem. P .
3. An tAhngel appears to Mary. Naza-

4. Mary visits Elizabeth. Jutta.

5. BIRTH or JoBN THE BapmisT. Juila.|..-

6. Genealogies
7 AnAngel appeaxstoll’oseph Naza-

8. Tnz Bm'm or Jesus. Bethlehem.

9. An Angel appears to the Shepherds. h

Near Bethlehem.

10. The circumcision of Jesus, and his| '

zmemation in the Temple., Beti-
Jerusalem.

11. The Magi, Jerusalem. DBethlchem.|2. 1-12

12. The flight into Egypt. Herod’s|
cruelty. The return. Bethlehem.

T PRI 1, 26-38
........ o eeee.|I. 39-56
RRTT PR 1. 57-80|
1. 1-17 |........|3. 28-38
1. 18-25
PRTTH P 2. 1-7
.............. .- 2. 21-38

Nazareth, 2, 13-23

13. At twelve years of age Jesus goes to|
the Pass%ver Jeg:mkm goe

PART IL

ANNOUNCEMENT AND INTRODUCTION
OF OUR LORD’S PUBLIC MINISTRY.

TiuE : About one year.
14, Tae MiNistrY or JoHN THE Bap-

T18T. The Desert. The Jordan. 3,

1-12

viei . 595

ceveees. | 3940
ceveneea2s 41-&’

1. 1-8 [3. 118
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®

Beot.

15. TrE BapTisM oF Jesus. The Jordan.|3. 13-17|1. 9-11 |3, 21-23
16. Tre TeMPTATION. Desert of Judea.[4. 1-11 (L. 12,13/4, 1-13

17. Preface to John’s Gospel. B ERRXTIEY) EEERRTIRY PRPPPN 1. 1-18
18. Testimony of John the Baptist to )

Jesus. Bethany beyond Jordan. |.eeeceeefeeceaii|iiiiiia, 1. 19-34
19. Jesus gains Disciples. The Jordan.

Galilee? © feeereneafesencon]iiene L |1, 35-28

20. The Marriage at Cana of Galilee. [«ceeoeueenneeens .r, 1-12

PART IIL

OUR LORD’S FIRST PASSOVER, AND THE|
SUBSEQUENT TRANSACTIONS UNTIL
THE S8ECOND,

TiME: One year.

21, At the Passover Jesus drives the
Traders out of the Temple. Jeru-

22. Our Lord’s discourse with Nicode-

mus., Jerusalem. cecereca]orevecte]eneren. (3 1=21
23. Jesus remains in Judea and baptizes.

FURTHER TESTIMONY OF JOHN THE| -

Baprist, cevenees]oeecanan eeeaeee 3. 22-36
24. JoBN'S IMPRISONMENT, aND | ... 0" 6. 17-2018. 19, 901

JEsUS’ DEPARTURE INTO GALILEE. |4 18 |[1. 14 4. 14 4. 1-3
25. Our Lord’s discourse with the Sama-

ritan woman. Many of the Sa-

maritans believe on nim, Sheciem,

or Neapolis. R PR veeleenene.. |4 443
26. Jesus teaches pUBLICLY in Galilee. |4, 17 |1. 14-15a. 14, 15/4. 4345

27. Jesus again at Cana, where he HEALS
the son of a nobleman lying ill at| .
Capernaum. Cana of Galilee. |..... U PUTT P .. l4. 46-54

28. Jesus at Nazareth; he is there re-
jected, and fixes his abode at Ca-

pernaum,

29. The caLL of Simon Peter and Ar-
drew, and of James and John, with|
the miraculous draught of fishes.

4. 13-16|........[4. 16-31

Near Capernaum. ) 4. 18-22/1. 16-20/5, 1-11
80. The healing of a Demoniac in the
Synagogue. Capernaum.  |........ 1. 21-28/4, 31-37

31. The healing of Peter’s wife’s mother,
and many others. Capernaum. |8, 14-17|1. 29-34/4. 38-41
32. Jesus with™ his Disciples goes from
Capernaum throughout Galilee. |4, 23-25(1. 35-39/4. 4
33. The healing of a Leper. Galilee. |8, 1-¢ |1. 40-45/5. 12-1
34, The healing of a Paralytic. Caper-
9. 2-8 (2. 1-12 (5. 17-26|

naum.
85. The call of Matthew. Capernaum. '9, 9 2.13, 145,27,
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CONTENTS, MATT. MARK. LUKR. | Jom~.

font.
64. ParaBLE of the Sower. Lake of
Galilee. Near Capernaum? 13. 1-23/4. 1-25 (8. 4-18
58. Parable of the Tares. Other Para-|
bles. Near Capernaum? 13.24-53'4. 26-34
56. Jesus directs to cross the Lake, In-

cidents. The tempeststilled. Lake|8. 18-27/4. 35-41(8, 22-25|
of Galilee, 9. 57-62
5%7. The two Demoniacs of Gadara. S.E.|8.28-34 [5. 1-21 (8. 26-40
coast of the Lake of Galilee. 9.1
58 Levi’s Feast. Cug; um. 9, 10-17[2. 15-22|5. 29-39

59 The raising of Jairus’ daughter.
The woman with a bloody flux.
Capernaum, 9. 18-26/5. 22-438. 41-56|

60 Two blind men healed, and a dumb)

. spirit cast out. Capernaum. 9. 27-34

61 Jesus again at Nazareth, and again
rejected. 13.54-58/6. 1-6

62 A third circuit’ in Galilee. Tre| 9.35-38/6, 6-13 9. 1-6
TWELVE INSTRUCTED AND SENT|10. 1-42
FORTH. Galilce, 1.1

63 Herod holds Jesus to be John the
Baptist, whom he had just before 6. 14-16,(9. 7-9
beheaded. Galilee? Perea. 14. 1-12{ 21-29

64 The Twelve return, and Jesus retires
with them across the Lake, Five

thousand are fed. Ca m.

N. E. coast of the Lake of Galilee. {14.13-21(6. 30-44]9. 10-17|6. 1-14
65 Jesus walks upon the water. Lake

of Galilee. Gennesareth. 14.22-36/6. 45-56 6. 15-21
66. Our Lord’s discourse to the multi-

tude in the Synagogue at Caper-

naum. Many Disciples turn back.

Peter’s profession of faith, Ca-|.....voofeecrreee|onnnnns.

pernaum.

Bl

PART V.

FROM OUR LORD’S THIRD PASSOVER
UNTIL HIS FINAL DEPARTURE FROM
GALILEE AT THE FESTIVAL OF TAB-
ERNACLES,

TiME: Siz months. |

61 Our Lord justifies his disciples for
" eating with unwashen hands. Pha-
risaic Traditions. Caperncum. |(15. 1-20|7. 1-23

68 The daughter of a Syrophenician
womag:i;li healed. Region of Tyre

and Sidon. 15.21-28/7. 24-30)
69 A deaf and dumb man healed ; also

meny others. Four thousand are|15.29-39,7, 31-37,
fed, mnﬁapolw 8. 1-9
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CONTENTS.

MATT.

MARK.

—

Lure. | somw,

%0. The Pharisees and Sadducees again

require a sign. [See § 49.] Near|
Magdala. 1

71. The Disciples cautioned against the
leaven of the Pharisees, etc. N.E.
coast of the Lake of Galilee.

72. A blind man healed. DBethsaida

Julias

7. Pgter ang the rest again profess their
faith in Christ. ISee $66.] Re-

of Cesarea Philippt.

74. Our Lord FORETELLS HIS OWN DEATH
AND RESURRECTION, and the trials
of his followers. Region of Cesarca
Philippi.

75. THE TRANSFIGURATION, Our Lord’s|
subsequent discourse with the three
Disciples. Region of Cesarea Phi-

lippi.

6. The healing of a Demoniac, whom
the Dlsclples could not heal. Re-
gion of Cesares Philippi.

77. Jesus AGAIN FORETELLS HIS OWN
DEATH AND RESURRECTION. [See

74.) Galilee,

%8. The iribute- money miraculously

rovided. Capernaum.

79. The Disciples contend who should

be greatest. Jesus exhorts to hu-|-

mility, forbearance and brotherly
love. Capernaum.
80. THE SEVENTY INSTRUCTED AND EENT

ouT. um. _
B1. Jesus goes up to the Festival of

Tabernacles. His final departure
from Galilee. Incidents in Sa-

maria.
2. Ten Lepers cleansed. Samaria.

PART VI

THE FESTIVAL OF TABERNACLES, AND
THE !UB!EQUIN‘I‘ TRANSACTIONS UN-
TIL OUR LORD’S ARRIVAL AT BETHANY,
8IX DAYS BEFORE THE FOUR’I‘B PASS-
OVER.

Time: Siz months less one week.

3. Jesus at the Festival of Tabernacles.|.

16.21-28

17. 1-13
17.14-21
17.22,23

17.24-27

18. 1-35,

secssese

His public teaching. Jerusalem.

§4. The woman taken in Adultery. Je-
wusalem. |

8. 10-12

8. 13-21

8. 27-30

8. 31-38
9. 1

9. 2-13
9, 14-29
9. 30-32

9. 33

9. 33-50

cescsce

escscsce

IRTTT Y

9. 18-21

9. 22-27

9. 28-36
9. 37-43

9. 43-45,
9. 46-50)
10. 1-16

9. 51-566
17.11-19

ssssco e

sees vo e

7. 2-10

7. 11-58
8. 1

1
8 211
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CONTENTS.

MATT MARK. LUKE, JOnN.

Boct.

85. Further public teaching of our Lord.
He reproves the unbelieving Jews,
and escapes from their hands, Je-
rusale :

m.

86. A lawyer instructed. Love to our
neighbour defined. Parable of the
Good Samaritan. Near Jerusalem.

87. Jesus in the house of Martha and
Mary. Bethany.

88. The Disciples again taught how to )

pray. Near Jerusalem.
89. The Seventy return. Jerusalem ?

90. A man born blind is healed on the|

Sabbath. Our Lord’s subsequent|
discourses. Jerusalem.

91. Jesus in Jerusalem at the Festival
of Dedication. He retires beyond
Jordan. Jerusalem. Bethany be-
yond Jordan. )

92, The raising of Lazarus. Bethany.

93. The counsel of Caithas against|
Jesus. He retires from Jerusa-
lem. Jerusalem. Ephraim.

94. Jesus beyond Jordan is followed by
multjtudes. The healing of the
infirm woman on the Sabbath.
Valley :{ Jordan, Perea.

95, Our Lord goes teaching and jour-
neying towards Jerusalem. He
is warned against Herod. Perea.

96. Our Lord dines with a chief Phari-

" see on the Sabbath. Incidents.

Perea.

97 What is required of true Disciples.
Perea.

98. Parable of the Lost Sheep, ete. Par-
able of the Prodigal Son. Perea.

99. Parable of the Unjust Steward.
Perea.

100. The Pharisees reproved. Parable
of the Rich Man and Lazarus.
Perea.

101, Jesus inculcates fdrbearance, faith,
humility. ' Perea.

102. Christ’s coming will be sudden.|

Perea.

103. Parables, 'The importunate Widow.
‘The Pharisee and Publican, Pe-
rea.

104. Precepts respecting divorce. Perea.

08. Jesus receives and blesses little
Children, Perea.

ITTTTHINN FYTTTCO PR | A DA

........ eeeen..]10.25-37
..[10.38-42

.11, 1-13
10.17-24

cececesafescceiecfiacee. (9. 141
10. 1-@)

cesseecafioreiiiifineese.. (102242
cessessefoscceiaa]ieenan.. 11, 1-48

........ covenees|anen. . [11.47-54

19.1,2 101 (131021

..... eeeferacess . |13.223-35
..... ceefoeceeaa. |14, 1-24
........... r1eees [14.25-35
IRTTPrT PN [ 15. 1-32
........ seessess|16, 1=-13
........... eese.[16.14-31

B | VA B (1)
................ 17.20-37
................ 18, 114

19. 3-12/10, 2-12

19.13-15(10.13-16{18.15-17
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Scet.

106. The rich Young Man. Parable
of the Labourers iv the Vineyard.|19.16-30
Perea. 20. 1-16:10.17-31/18.18-30

1U7. Jesus A THIRD TIME FORETELLS HIS
Dears anp REsurRrecTION. [See
$ 74,9 71.] Perea. 20.17-19(10.32-34/18.31-34

108. James and John prefer their ambi- :
tious request. Perea. 20.20-28(10.35-45

109. The healing of two blind men near{20.29-34/10.46-52,18.35-43
Jericho. 19.1

110. The visit to Zaccheus. Parable cf
the ten Mina. Jericko. cee

111, Jesus arrives at Bethany six days........ ) 11.55-57
before the Passover. Bethany. . 12.1,9-16

PART VIL

OUR LORD'S PUBLIC ENTRY INTO JERU-
SALEM, AND THE SUBSEQUENT TRANS-
ACTIONS BEFORE THE FOURTH PASS-
OVER.

TiME: Five Days.

112. Our Lord’s pusLic ENTRY INTO[21.1-11,|11. 1-11{19.29-44(13 12-19
JERUSALEM. Bethany. Jerusalem.| 14-17
113. The barren Fig-tree. THE CLEANS- i
ING OF THE TEMPLE. Bethany.[21.12,13,/11.12-19{19.45-48
Jerusalem. 18, 19 21.37, 38

114. The barren Fig-tree withers away. .
Between Bethany and Jerusalem. (21.20-22(11.20, 26
115. Christ’s authority questioned. Par-
able of the Two Sons. Jerusalem.|21.23-32(11.27-33(20. 1-8
116. Parable of the wicked husbandmen.

Jerusalem. 21.33-46{12. 1-12{20. 9-19,
117. Parable of the Marriage of the
King’s Son. Jerusalem. 22. 1-14

118. Insidious question of the Pharisees:
Tribute to Cesar. Jerusalem. 22.15-22(12.13-17(20.20-26
119. Insidious question of the Sadducees:
Resurrection.  Jerusalem. 22.23-33/12.18-27(20.27-40
120. A lawyer questions Jesus. The
two great Commandments, Jeru-

salem. [22.34-40|12.28-34
121. How is Christ the son of David?

Jerusalem. 22.41-46(12.35-37(20.41-44
122. Warnings against the evil example

of the Scribes and Pharisees.

Jerusalem. 23. 1-12(12.38, 39(20.45, 46|
123. Woes against the Secribes and

Pharisees, Lamentation over Je-

rusalem. Jerusalem. 23.13-39(12. 40 [20. 47
124, The Widow’s mite. 8Jtmsalem. ........ 12.41-44[21. 14 .
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CONTENTS. * MATT. | MARK | LUKE. | JOHN.

Soet.
141. Christ’s last prayer with his disci-|

les. Jeruaslem. L e, 17. 1-26
1413. Departure to the Mountof Olives.|26, 30 [14. 26 [22.39 [18. 1
Mouné of Olives.
142. THE AGONY IN GETHSEMANE. Mounit; 26.36-46(14.32-42(22.40-46

of Olives. )
143. Jesus betrayed, and made prisoner.|26.47-56(14.43-52(22.47-53(18. 2-19
Mount of Olives.
{144. Jesus before Caiaphas. Peter|26.57,58,(14.53,54,|22.54—62 18.13-18,

thrice denies him. Jerusalem. | 69-75 | 66-72 25-27
145. Jesus before Caiaphas and the
Sanhedrim. He declares him-
self to be the Curist; is con-
demned and mocked. Jerusalem.[26.59-68|14.55-65/22.63-71|18.19-24
146. The Sanhedrim lead Jesus away
to Pilate. Jerusalem. 27.1,2 |15. 1-5 [23. 1-5 (18.28-38

146}. Christ before the Governor, Jeru-

salem 27.11-14

147. Jesus before Herod. Jerusalem. |........ ceeees.. (23, 6-12
148. Pilate seeksto release Jesus. The
Jews demand Barabbas. Jeru-
) . 27.15-26(15. 6-15{23.13-25 18.39, 40
149. Pilate delivers up Jesus to death.
He is scourged and mocked. Je-
rusalem

. i 27.26-3015.15-19! .. ... .. 19. 13

150. Pilate agair seeks to release Jesus.
alem. | R P 19. 4-16

151. Judas repents and hangs himself.

Jerusalem. 27. 3-10

152. Jesus is led away to be crucified.
Jerusalem. 27.31-34/15.20-23,23.26-33(19.16, 17
153. Tue CruciFIxioN. Jerusalem. 27.35-38|15.24-28/23.33, 34 19.18-24

154, The Jews mock at Jesus on the .
Cross. He commends his mother{27.39-44/15.29-32 23.35-37,|19.25-27

to John. Jerusalem. 3943
155. Darkness prevails. Christ ExpPIRES
ON THE CROSS. Jerusalem 27.45-50115.33-37|23.44-46(19.23-30

156. The vail of the Temple rént, and
graves opened. Judgment of the
Centurion. The Women at the[27.51-56/15.38-41(23. 45

Cross, Jerusalem. 47-49
157. The taking down from the Cross.
The burial. Jerusalem 27.57-61|15.42-47|23.50-56/19.31-43

158 The Watch at the Sepulchre. Je-
rusalem. 27.62-66|



16 . SYNOPSIS OF THE HARMONY.

N.B.—The *“ A.D.” in the book, at the top of the page, indicates the yea?
of Christ, and not of the period called Axno DomiNt. That period—or the
common Christian era, which was introduced by Dionysius (as is su;g)osed)
about A.D. 516—is computed to have been set four years too late. that

Christ was born four years before this era begins to reckon. Confasion had
often arisen from no': distinctly noting this,
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW.

CHAPTER L
THE book of the generation*
of Jesus Christ, the son of®
David, ¢ the son of Abraham,

« Lu.3.23,&c. b Ps. 13211 c. 2245. Ac.2.80.
€ Ge. 22.18. Ga. 8.16.

2 Abraham? begat Isaac; and
Isaac* begat Jacob; and Jacob?
begat Judas and his brethren.

3 And Judas begats Phares

d Ge.21.2-8. ¢Ge.5.%. SGe.29.35,&c. §Ge
38.29,30,&c. 4 = o

CHAPTER I.

Sections 1 to 5 inclusive, of the Gospel
History are connected with the birth,
of Jukn the Baplist. See Luke 1.
1-80, and see Synopsis of the Har-
mony.

§ 6. GENEALOGIES.

Matt. | Mark. | Luke.
L1 | 89858
1-17.  The book 3/‘ the gencration is

a phrase corresponding with the word
pealogy. It is meant here to intro-
uce the genealogical record by which
the entage and descent of our
Lord, through Joseph, was to be
shown. The Jews kept such tables,
public aud private, with great care,
to show their families and tribes.
Ezra,ch 2. Nehemiah,ch.7. Mat-
thew, writing his history for the Jews,
aimed to show that Christ was de-
scended from David and Abraham,
their most noted and sacred names.
This was most necessary for his ob-
ject, which was to convince thein
that Christ was the true Messiah,
such as they looked for—the son of
Abraham, a Jew, and the son or de-
scendant of king David, a king of
David’s line, according to their pro-
hets. See v.6. Isa.9.7; 11. 1. Jer.
. 5. Matt, 9. 27; 12. 23; 15. 22;
21. 9, 15; 22. 42, 45. Luke 18. 38.
Accordingly our Lord is shown to
have come in the direct line of kings,
as a rightful successor to the throne.
See the Annunciation, Liuke 1. 32, 33.
Bo He was understood to claim this
title (John 1. 49, and 19. 21), and it
was written over His head at the cru-
eifixion (John 19. 19), “ The King of
the Jews ¥ Zech. 9. 9. The promise

| John.

was made to David of a Son to sit
perpetually on his throne, and this
could be rompletely realized only in
Carist. Compare 2 Sam. 7. 13, 14,
with Heb. 1. 5. Seealso 1 Kings 2. 4
gngo&%. Jer.33.17. Compare Acts

“ Now to Abraham and his seed
were the promises made. He saith
not, And to seeds, as of many ; but as
of one, And to thy seed, which is
Christ.” Gal. 3.16. See Gen. 22. 18,

The genealogies of Matthew and
Luke differ, and we find that it is not
without design. The explanations
are hinted at by the evangelists them-
selves in their respective records. -
Matthew traces out the line of *Jo-
seph, the husband of Mary” (v. 16), in-
timaling, that because Joseph stood to
Mary in the legal relation of husband,
he would show Christ’s legal descent
through him according to the tables,
Luke traces out the line of * Jesus,
being as was supposed the son of Joseph”
(ch.3.23). He intimates thus, that be-
cause Jesus was in reality the son ot
Mary, he would trace her parentage,
as he does, through Heli her father, an
Christ’s natural descent through her,
In Matthew, observe the language is
direct, ““ Jacob begat Joseph.” In Luke
it is “Jesus, being as was supposed the son
of Joseph—of Heli” Thus Christ is
traced back to David and Abraham
by Matthew, for the special benefit
of the Jews, and by Luke he is traced
even to Adam, for the benefit of the
Gentile world. By Matthew he is
found to be the son of David (Isa.
11. 16), and the seed of Abraham (Gal,
3. 16), and by Luke, the seed ot the
woman (Gen. 3. 15), and the Son-of



20

and Zara of Thamar; and Pha-
res begat® Esrom; and Esrom
begati Aram;

4 And Aram begat Aminadab ;
and Aminadab begat) Naasson ;
and Naasson begat Salmon;*

5 And Salmon begat Booz of1
Rachab ; and Booz begat Obed »
of Ruth ; and Obed begat Jesse ;

6 And Jesse begat» David the
king; and David the king be-
gat° Solomon of her that had
been the wife of Urias;

7 And Solomon begat » Robo-
am; and Roboam begat Abia;
and Abia begat Asa ;

8 And Asa begat Josaphat;
and Josaphat begat Joram ; and

- Joram begat Ozias;

9 And Ozias begat Joatham ;
and Joatham begat Achaz ; and
Achaz begat Ezekias ;

10 And Ezekias ¢ begat Ma-
nasses; and Manasses begat
Amon ; and Amon begat Josias ;

hGe.46.12. £ Ru.d.19. j1Ch.2.10. Nu.1.7. kRu.
4.20. 1J08.6.25. Ru4.2l. mRu4.13. n18a.17.12.
02Sa.12.24. p1Ch.3.10,&e. ¢2Ki.20.2L. 1 Ch.8.18.
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11 And! Josias begat Jecho-
nias and his brethren, about the
time they were carried away to
Babylon ;

12 And after they were brought
to Babylon, Jechonias begatr
Salathiel ; and Salathicl begat
Zorobabel ;¢

13 And Zorobabel begat Abi-
ud; and Abiud begat Eliakim ;
and Eliakim begat Azor ;

14 And Azor begat Sadoc
and Sadoc begat Achim; and
Achim begat Eliud ;

156 And Eliud begat Eleazar,
and Eleazar begat Matthan;
and Matthan begat Jacob ;

16 And Jacob begat Joseph
the husband of Mary, of whom
was born Jesus, who is called
Christ.

17 So all the generations from
Abraham to David are fourteen
generations; and from David
until the carrying away into

1 Some read, Josias begat Jakim, and Jakim
begat Jechonias.
71 Ch.3.17,&c. ¢ Ne.12.1.

Man (Luke 9. 56). See Plate, that
Mary is descended in a right line from
Solomon. Luke 1. 32; 2.5. Rom. 1.3.
Calvin holds this to be most important.

Jesus Christ. This is the ordinary
name given in Scripture to the incar-
nate Son of God. Both evangelists re-
mind us, in the genealogies, of Christ’s
miraculousconception. Matthew pass-
es to it thus ®markably, « Joseph, the
husband of Mary, of whom (that is, of
Mary, for the pronoun in the Greek
is f~mininc) was born Jesus, who is
called Christ.” (v. 16.) Ana Luke
has it in equally striking terms, “Je-
sus being, as was supposed, the Son of
Joseph, &c.  Jesus is a proper name
{v.21); and Christ is an official title,
meaning, “the Anointed.” Acts 2, 36.
It corresponds with the Hebrew word
Mfessigh. This name, therefore, asserts

the Messiahship of Jesus. And all the
tunctions of that oflice were associated
in the mind of the Jew with ansinting,
by which their kings and priests were
consecrated, or set apart. Sece Psalm
45. 7. Isa. 61. 1.

The son of David, the son of Abra-
ham, means the descendant of these,
So Juseph is called in v. 20, “ Thou
son of David.” But David’s greater
son was Christ.

17. Fourteen generations. *Iu the
first fourteen generations, the people
of Israel were under prophets; in the
second, under kings ; in the third, un-
der the Asmonean princes. The first
fourteen brought their kingdom to
glory under the reign of David; the
second, to misery, in the captivity of ,
Babylon; and the third, to glory again
under the Messiahship of Christ. The
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Babylon are fourtcen genera-
tions; and from the carrying
away into Babylon unto Christ
are fourteen generations.
18 Now the birth: of Jesus
Christ was on this wise: When
¢ Lu.)1.27,&e.

CHAPTER L

2]

as his mother Ma1 y was espoused
to Joseph,* before they came
together, she was found with
child of the Holy Ghost,
19 Then Joseph her husband,
being a just man, and not wil-
* 5th year before the account calles 4. D.

first division begins with Abraham,
who received the promise, and ends
with David, who received it again
with greater clearness. The seccnd
begins with the building cf the tem-
le, and ends with its destruction.
he third opens with a deliverance
from temporal enemies and return
from captivity, and terminates in their
spiritual delivery from every cnemy
by Christ, to whom each successive
neration pointed as the Prophet,
ing, and Priest of His people.”—
‘Townsend’s Arrangement of N. T.
Lightfoot, 1. 418,

§ 7. AR ANGEL APPEARS TO JOSEPH.—
Nazareth.
Matt. | Mark. I Luke. | John.
). 18525,

18. On this wisc—thus.——9Y His
wmother Mary. She is spoken of also
in Matt. 2.11, 13,14, 20, 21; in Luke
1.22—and 1. 43 the salutation of Eliz-
abeth, which explains itself—Luke 2.
39,48 and 51, 0n occasion of their visitto
Jerusalem at the Passover—in John 2.
1, at the marriage of Cana in Galilee—
in Matt. 12. 46, and in John 19. 25,
26, when she stood at the cross. But
no where is she mentioned as entitled
to worship. She is no where called
in Scripture, the Virgin Mary, as a
title or worshipful name. We have
no account of any peculiar honours
being paid her earlier than the 5th
century. Luke 1.98, is the usual form
@f salutation, employed by the angel
(see Judges 5. 24), in reference to the
announcement he was about to make,
As to invoking her mediation, it is
expressly declared in Scripture, that
there is one Mediator, 1 Tim. .5,
the man Christ Jesus (1 John 2, 1).
See also Matt. 4.10. Rev.19.10. And
Gnd alone is the proper object of reli-

gious worship. Exodus20.3. 1n Acis
1. 14, after the ascension, she appears
with the disciples as one of the social
worshippers in the upper room at Je-
rusalem, waiting for the promise ot
the Father. The wise men found
Mary, his mother, with the child, at
Bethlehem, but they worshipped orly
the child, ch. 2. 1{.—9 Espoused—
pledged to be married. They were
bound, by this, as man and wife, araong
the Jews. Deut. 20. 7; 22.25,28. Ani
the espousal or pledge was made usu-
ally ten or twelve months before mar-
riage. (Gen. 24. 55, margin.) Judges
14, 8.——Y Before they came logether.
The virgin had not yet been delivered
by her parents to her husband, but
still remained under their roof. The
marriage ceremony had not yet taken
pla% and as yet Joseph knew her not
(v. 25). In these circumstances “she
was found with child.” And it is here
stated that this ‘was “of the Holy
Ghost,”” according to the angel’s an-
nouncement. Luke 1. 26, 28. The
most virtuous will be liable to unjust
suspicion, and to undeserved reproach,

19.. Joseph her husband-—“being a
gust one,” literally. This is in reter-
ence to the law. The old Wicklif
version reads righteous. Being a strict
observer of the rites of his nation, he
was unwilling to company with a
woman who seemed to have been de-
filed. He was not a man disposed to
connive atsin, and yet he wasinclined
to avail himself of a provision in the
law for having her disgrace private.
He was not willing to make her case
one of publicity, and of prosecution
as an adulteress. Deut. 22. 23, 24.
Lev. 20. 10. Ezek. 16. 38, 40. John
8.5. Good men, we see, are liable to
form erroneous judgments of others'
character and conduct.~—-% 7% pus ker



ling to make her a public exam-
ple, was minded* to put her
away privily.

20 But while he thought on
these things, behold, the apgel
of the Lord appeared unto him
in av dream, saying, Joseph,

uDe.24.1. v ver. 16.
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thou son of David, fear not to
take unto thee Mary thy wife ;
for that which is ! conceived in
her is of the Holy Ghost.

‘21 And she shall bring fortha
son, and thou shalt call his
name ¢ JESUS: for he shall

1 Begotten. 2i. e., Saviour.

eway privily (or privately )—togive her
a bill of divgrcel: in privzt: (Deut. 24.
1),delivering it into ber hand or bosom,
as was the custom. In such case,two
witnesses onelg' were necessa?'; and
they witnessed only the act of divorce,
and need not know the reason. We
should always judge charitably, and
choose lenient rather than severe
measures, where there is the Jeast
room for doubt.

20, But while ke thought, §c. Here
God interposed, at the very critical
moment, so as to secure satisfaction
toJ osepfn, and to shield the reputation
of Mary.——9Y The angel of the Lord.
This definite reference is naturally to
the angel Gabriel, who had officiated
in this matter, announcing the birth
to Mary (Luke 1. 26-28?.—11’ Ap-
peared—manifested himself to Joseph
as being from God, so as at least &
leave him in no doubt of the message
being from heaven. Our necessity is
God’s opportunity. 'When we are
anxiously seeking out our duty, God
will show us the way.——YIn a dream.
This was a common method of divine
eommunication under the Old Testa-
ment (Gen. 31. 24. 1 Kings 3. 5), be-
fore the full revelation of God had
come to us in the Scriptures. We
have no right to suppose that there is
any such communica‘ion now. A
superstitious faith in dreams has led
to many mischievous resuits. The
scriptural explanation is, that “a
dream cometh through the multitude
of business.” Eccles.5.3. To receive
new revelations, as those of Swe-
denborg, is to set aside the authori-
ty of Secripture. * Filthy drcamers”
gude 8) will only multiply, and still

mand our faith——Y Thou son of
David. “ He was of the house and

lineage of David.” Luke 2.4. The
angel calls Joseph by this title as em-
phatically a descendant of David, in
the relation he was to bear to Christ,
This address would open his mind to
receive the astounding declaration
that follows. It is not improbable that
Joseph and Mary were the only sur-
vivors of David’s race; for though
they had relatives, yet these, as far as
the record informs us, were intermixed
with other families and tribes in Isra-
el; and if so, Jesus was the onlv re-
maining sprout of the root of Jesse.—
Davidson’s Connection, Vol. iii. p. 21,
——9 Fear not—of being implicated
in any crime; for (compare Luke 1.
35) the truth of the case makes her
innocent and you honoured.

21. And she shall bring forth. The
angel now announces both the future
birth, and the name appointed for the
Son by divine authority. Jesus means
Saviour. In Hebrew the name Joshua
means the same thing; ar | hence, in
Acts 7. 45, and Heb. 4. 8, our transla-
tion reads Jesus, where it should read
Joshua, i. e., the leader of the Jews
into Canaan. The name was given for
the reason stated here. Nl For He
shall save His people.  This shall be
His office work, and this is His design
in coming into the world. His peo-
ple are such as arz given to Him by
the Father (John 6. 37; 17.6). They
are elsewhere called His chosen. 1 Pely
2.9. His elect, Mark 13. 20. His
children, 1John 3. 10. A peculiar

ople, Tit. 2. 14. The Jews were

nown of old as the people of God.
They were chosen by Him, and sep-
arated from the nations — regarded
and treated as 1Jis. Comp. Deut. 14,
2 and 1 Pet. 2.9. So, Christ’s people
now are such as belong to Him by the
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save ¥ his people from their
sins.

22 Now all tnis was done, that
it might be fulfilled which was
spoken of the Lord by the pro-
phet, * saying,

w Ac.5.31; 13.23,88, £Is.7.14.

CHAPTER I

23

23 Behold, a virgin shall be
with child, and shall bring forth
a son, and * they shall call his
name Emmanuel; which be-
ing interpreted, is, God? with
us,

1 Or, his name shall be called. y Jno.1.14.

Father’s gift, John 6. 37, and by His
own redemption. 1 Pet. 1. 18, 21.
These He shall securely save.—
Y From their sins. We are lost by
sin. He saves His people from the
curse of sin, and from its controlling
gower Rom. ch. 6). This he does,
y making a complete atonement,
such as brings a free pardon and
saves from the condemnation of sin
(1 Pet. 3. 18); and by providing such
an operation of the Holy Ghost in the
heart, as subdues sin and removes it.
Jog; 15. lﬁitl&lft.be Wled, 1t
. That it mig . Itis
here expressly declared,{'hlit this event
was brought about in fulfilment of
Isaiah’s prophecy (7.14), and in order
to fulfil it. Of course the prophecy
must have contemplated this event,
and could not have had a complete
fulfilment short of it. Ahaz refused
to ask a sign as to the deliverance
then at hand. But a sign was given.
And, observe, it was given to the
« house of David” (that is, the Jewish
nation), and for a remoter purpose
see Isaiah 7.13). A miraculous birth
is evidently referred to, in the lan-
guage of the prophet, « A virgin, §-c.”
And here there was thrown in, for the
Jewish people, a remarkable predic-
tion of Christ, that should stand on
record to confirm His claims. As to
Ahaz, it was quite sufficient to indi-
cate the interval of the deliverance;
viz., the time of a child’s minority.
This could be shown ia the case of
any child, and was sufticiently indi-
cated in the general terms, without
any further sign to him, saving the
fare of * butter (or curds) and honey,”
as sigritying the state of the land,
waste and uncultivated, until that de-
liverance. Besides, a promise of Christ
to the Jews, was always a construc-
tive pledge or sign that the nation

should be delivered and not destroyed,
since the Jews held that they existed
as a nation for the Messiah’s sake.
From the prophet Micah (5. 2, 3) it is
plain that some virgin birth was ex-

cted, as a miraculous fulfilment of
saiah’s prediction—9Y A wvirgin.
This explains to Joseph her supposed
adultery. The prophet had distinctly
declared the virginity of our Lord’s
mother, Hence, it was to be under-
stood as a purely miraculous event.
Yet why impossible, any more than
the creation of Adam or Eve? “A
body hast thou Jrepared me,” saith
Christ, when He cometh into the
world (Heb. 10.5). There is nogood
ground for the Romish tenet of Mary’s
perpetual virginity. The last verse
of this chapter goes to contradict it.
Besides, Christ is called her first-born,
and this is a term commonly used to
indicate the primogeniture, and in such
connexion implies the order of birth,
with reference to other children (Gen.
27. 32). Besides, the brethren and
sisters of our Lord are spoken of.
Mark 6.3. Matt. 12.46. “ James, the
Lord’s brother.” Gal. 1.19.—Y¥ Em-~
manuel. This is the Hebrew name
from the prophecy. It means, liter-
ally, God with us. In this semse, this
must have been the fulfilment to which
the pro(fhecy ultimately looked. This
referred Joseph more distinctly to the
miracle as the explanation. So it di-
rectly proves the union of the divine
and human natures in Christ.—
N They shall call kis name; i. e., this
shall be His nature and character. He
shall be God with us. The force of the
phrase includes this; as in Isa. 9. 6.
« His name chall be called Wonder-
ful.” Christ is the God-man pro-
phesied as to come. “The Word was
made flesh.” John1.14. This incar
nation is the grand sign of deliver-
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24 Then Joseph, being raised
from sleep, did as the angel of
the Lord had bidden him, and
took unto him his wife :

25 And knew her not till she
had brought forth her first-born

z Ex.13.2. aLu221.
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son: and he called his name
JESUS
CHAPTER I1.
OW when Jesus was born®
in Bethlehem of Judea, in
the days of Herod the king, be-

* 4th year before the account called 4. D.

ance to His people, and the divine ex-
lanation of all that is miraculous in
hrist’s birth, or wonderful in Him-
self or in His work. If we are united
to Christ by faith, says Calvin, we
possess . Jesus Christ is God
cqually with the Father. .

24. Joseph is here represented as
at once assured in faith and prompt in
obedience. He could believe the di-
vine message, though he had nothing
for it but God’s word. Hence, his
convictions and purposes were entirely
changed, and cheerfully he enters
apon the course divinely prescribed.

This is the faith of the Gospel. In all
this, Joseph showed the temper of
every true Christian. Believing is
followed by repentance, and instant
obedience is the proper mark of sin-
cerity.

25. Knew her not till, §«c. 'The per-
petual virginity of Mary finds no war-
rant here. It is meant here to be
asserted, that Christ was not Joseph’s
own son; and it is implied, that Jo-
seph had children afterward.—1 Je-
sus. This name was given by direc-
tion of God, v. 21, and on the eighth

§ 8. Tho Birth of Jesus.—Bethlehemn. .+« e+
§ 6. An Angel to the Shepherd:

...........................

Bethlehem.
§ 10. The Circumcision of Jesus.—Bethlehem.

His presentation in the Temple.—Jerusalem. -

CHAPTER II

§ 11. The Magl, or Wise Men.—Jerusalem,

1-12. When Jesus was born. (See
Luke 2. 1-20, and note also the inter-
mediate events, §§ 8, 9, and 10, in the
Ilarmony.)—Y Bethlekem of Judea—
a town six miles southward from Jeru-
salem, on the road to Hebron. It was
generally called Bethlehem-judah, so
designated to distinguish it from a
Bethlehem in Galilee, tribe of Zebu-
lon. Hither Joseph and Mary had
come up from Nazareth, at the decree
of the Roman emperor, Augustus, to
be taxed (or enrolled), Luke 2.1-7,
for they were of the house and linea
of David, and they belonged to Beth-
lebem in the family registry, as Da-
vid was bora there. The name Beth-

secs sen

day, Luke 2. 21.

Matt. | Mark. | Luke. | John.
[TTTTTITY FHSTOTPR P 2 1-7
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el 2. 1-12

lehem means, literally, ¢ house ot
bread,” and was so called, perhaps,
on account of the fertility there, which
travellers describe as being remarka-
ble. A more sacred reference we
may find in ¢“that Bread of Life”
(John 6. 48) having been there
brought forth, This place was called,
also, the city of David, because it
was David’s birth-place (1 Sam. 16.
18), “ a son of Jesse, the Bethlehewmn-
ite.”—— In the days of Herad, the
king. This civil condition of things
at Christ’s birth, was as important
to be noticed as the place—both
as in fulfilment of prophecy. This
Herod was a foreigner. and made
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hold, there came wise men from
the east to Jerusalem,
2 Saying, Where is he that is

CHAPTER 1.
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born ® King of the Jews? for

we have seen his °starin the east,

and are come to ¢ worship him.
b Zc.0.9. ¢Nu24.17. 15.60.3. dJno.5.93.

xing by the Romans, who now held
the Jews in subjection. And in him
was fulfilled Jacob’s prophecy. Gen.
49.10. Baut the sceptre had not de-
arted from Judah, until the Shiloh
ad come. Herod was the son of
Antipater. He was now established
in the kingdom of Judea, which had
been over sixty years under the Roman
wer. Augustus was emperor of
ome, and this Herod bad now
reigned, though in dependence on the
Roman i}wernment, about thirty-four
years. Now the decree from e
for an enrollment of the people, as
tributary to the foreign power, was a
mark of their actual subjection. Cee-
sars penny showed their subser-
viency. att. 22. 20. (See Luke
2.1.) Herod had gained a character
for bravery and cruelty, while he had
restored Jerusalem to much of its an-
cient magnificence by his splendid
projects. He was called ¢ the Great,”
and it was he who had repaired the
temple, so as to give it much of its
former glory.—Y Wise men. Wick-
lif’s version, 1380, reads  astromyens”
or astronomers), also called magi from
the Greek term magoi, whence also
. our word magicians. ‘These men
were of an ancient and sacred order,
the most influential in the civil, reli-
gious, and literary world. Among
the Medes, they were, like the Levites
under- the Mosaic institutions, in-
trusted with the care of religion.
They had also the arts and sciences,
and all philosophy under their charge.
They paid much attention to astrono-
my. Their name denotes their priestly
character. (Mag, or Mog, in the
Pehlvi, denotes priest.) This Magian
learning was known in history as the
law of the Medes and Persians. [t
was a necessary part of a princely
education to be taught in their learn-
ing; and this was the privilege of
none but kings. They were spread
over other eastel“l‘: countries. Such

‘are spoken of in Daniel 1. 20, &c., as

“magicians and astrologers,’—differ-
ent classes of this order. See Daniel
2.18. Their visit here may be re-
garded as an homage paid by the
highest order in the world, to the
day-star risen upon earth. In this
was immediately fulfilled the predic-
tion of Malachi, “ From tke rising of
the sun (or the East), even unto the go-
ing down of the same, my name shall
be great among the Gentiles,” &ec.
Mal. 1. 11). So, Isa. 60. 3, “The
ntiles shall come to thy light, and
kings to the brightness of thy rising.”
——9 Theeast. Oriental countries,
are generally understood by this term,
East of Judea is here meant. From
the land of the Chaldees whence Abra-
ham was called, they may have come,
Jer. 1. 35. Dan. 2. 12.—9% TY Jeru~
salem. Because here was the temple;
and this was the holy city; and here
were the sacred oracles and officers
from whom they could ascertain the
Er?hecies. It might appear that they
ad derived their knowledtgbe of ¢the
King of the Jews” from the Jewish
Scriptures, or from scattered Jews,
who had so far informed them of the
expected Messiah. But how then did
they know the star, and not know
where He should be born? Though
a general expectation was spread
abroad, that some great King should
arise in Judea, yet this would not ac.
count for their amount of information,
Virgil, who lived a little before this,
owns that a child from Heaven was
looked for, who should restore the
ﬁflden age, and take away sin. But
ese Magi were mcwed, doubtless, by
adivine impulse. They received spe-
cial illumination and direction from
Heaven, leading them to follow the
star, and to inquire at Jerusalem. A
revelation from God is not enough of
itself. The Spirit must lead us to
seek Christ, and direct us to the spot.
2. We have seen lis star. Though



3 When Herod the king had
Leard these things, he was trou-
bled, and all Jerusalem with him,

4 And when he had gathered ¢

ePs.2.2.

MATTHEW

[A.D. 1

all the chief priests and scribes
of the people together, he de-
manded of them where Christ
should be born.

a comet, or eclipse, or meteor, was
regarded as the portent of some great
event, yet we do not read of any such
feneral impression madeby this singu-
ar appearance. Hence, we conclude
that it was a sign granted to these.
They were vtherwise * warned of God”
afterward. (See v. 12.) Around the
shepherds shone “the glory of the
Lord.” To the wise men rose this
“star,” which they were assured of as
“His” ToSaulof Tarsus* alight be-
yond the brightness of'the sun” appear-
ed at mid-day. We do uot read of oth-
ers going to Jerusalem, attracted by
thissightin the sky. Yet it wasa pow-
erful revelation to these, bringing them
from the East, the representatives of
the highest earthly order. Balaam
had prophesied of Christ (Numbers
24, l;), “There shall come a star out
of Jacob,” &c.; and this sign they
saw., An expectation was abroad
that a mighty king should arise in
Judea; and doubtless such a pro-
phecy was current, as the ground
of it, among the Jews. Kepler has
calculated that a remarkable con-
junction of Jupiter and Saturn oc-
curred about that time. But sueh
a sight seems not to suit the narra-
tive. They made themselves knowr
as visitants and inguirers from the
oriental world. “We, in the East,
have scen his star.” Herein was a
testimony to the Jews at Jerusalem,
that the Messiah had indeed come.
The star was a token to the Magi.
The visit of the Magi was a token to
the Jews. Christ must be revealed tc
the soul by His appropriate marks,or
we saall never set out after Him.
N To worship Him. The word refers
rather to a civil homage (Luke 14. 10),
than to a religious act, though it may
include both. [t means to acknow-
ledge and honowr Him as King, by
prostration tefore Him, and by pres-
cuts. Thic was the custom of that

day, in paying homage to kings.
They saw His star, and sought” for
Him. We should not be content with
anything short of Christ himself. 1¢
has been calculated by Benson, that
they came from the thirty-ninth to the
forty-second day after the birth of
Jesus.

3. When Herod the king kad heard,
d~c. Their visit and inquiry were
soon made known to Herod. He was
startled and troubled, because all this
confirmed to him the general expecta-
tion. And such a royal advent was
the peril of his throne.” He wis him-
sell * king of the Jews,” Besides, he
was now about seventy years vld,
He bad reached the throne through
violence and blood. He had mur-
dered 'his wife, Mariamne, and two
of his sons, and he had reason to ex-
pect rerribution. ‘The alarm was
general. All Jermaﬂ-m, it might be
said, was troubled with him.- Some
feared mnew upturnings, with the
slaughter and contusion of revolu-
tionary times. Some dreaded the ra-
pacity and malice of Herod, which
might break out by this means.

4. The chicf priests and scribes. "Che
Sanhedrim was composed of these.
[t was the court of highest civil and
ecclesiastical authority among the
Jews; and this body of seventv was
doubtless appealed to in tris impor-
tant case. The scribes, who were
lawyers of the Mosaic code, kept the
public records, and were writers ot
scribes of the Scriptures, besides be-
ing teachers or schoolmasters, called
“doctors of the law.” Being most
familiar with all the Jewish Serip-
tures, they would be able at once to

tell where the prophecies had appaint-
. ed the birth of Christ. The class of
! chizf priests included, besides ihe act-
i ing High Priest, all that had already
i acted as such, besides the heads or
chiefs of the twenty-four courses into
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5 And they said unto him, In
Bethlehem of Judea: for thus
it is written ! by the prophet ;

6 And thou Bethlehem, iz the
land of Juda, art not the least
among the princes of Juda : for
out of thee shall come a gover-
nor, that shall! rule s my peo-
ple Israel.

7 Then Herod, when he had
privily called the wise men, in-
quired .of them diligently what
time the star appeared.

8 And he sent them to Bethle-

S Mi5.2 Jno.7.42 10r, feed. In.40.11. gRe.2.27.
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hem ; and said, Go and search
diligently for the young child ;
and when ye have found him,
tring me word again, that I may
come ® and worship him also.

9 When they had heard the
king, they departed: and, lo,
the star, which they saw ! in the
east, went before them, till it
came and stood over where the
young child was.

10 When they saw the star,
they ) rejoiced with exceeding
great joy.

hPro. 28.24. {ver. 2 JPs6r4.

which the priesthood had been divided
by David (2 Chron. 8. 14). The Jews
looked for Christ at this time—but as
atemporal king.——Y Demanded. In-
quired, or required to know. All the
circumstances forced conviction on
his mind of Christ’s having come.
He wished to act promptly in his
cruel designs against such a rival.
Hence he would know where Christ
could be found. -

5. They replied immediately and
distinctly, and cited their authority
from the Scripture.

6. They refer to Micah, 5. 2, suffi-
ciently to inform him of the place, as
“ Bethlehem in the land of Judah.”
This was the point; and as to the rest
of the passage, only the substance of
the prophet’s words is given, or need
be, viz., That this town, though small
m civil distinction— though thou be
little among the thousands (princesg
of Judah”—should be highly honoure
as the birth-place of the Messiah—the
Ruler of Israel—the King of the Jews.
The term * thousands,” refers to the
civil divisions of the tribes into thou-
samnds,” 1 Sam. 10.19; and “ princes”
were the chiefs or rulers of these.

7, 8. Herod now summoned the wise
men privily, (that is, privately,) not
willing to show his anxiety, or to pro-
duce political agitation. He took se-
cret counsel of them—inquiring dili-
gently (sparing no pains t) discover

of them), as to the time of the star’s
appearance. His object was to infer
the age of the child; for his dreadfal
glot was to make sure its destruction,

y destroying all the children within
or about that age.——% Search dilt-

genlly. He would feign now to fall

in with their devout purpose of find-
ing the child; and he even pretends
to wish an opportunity of worship-
ing also. But he wished to lay vio-
ent hands upon him. God saw and
heard these plans of Herod, and He
knows all the secret devices of ini-
quity, and all the motives and purposes
of every heart.

9. They departed. It is not likely
that they were led by the star to Jeru-
salem. They went to the holy city
because they were warned of God so to
do, or because they knew that this was
the place to inquire, as the seat of the
Jewishreligion. Andbehold, thetoken,
whatever it was, that first appeared to
them, now unexpectedly re-appeared,
and moved perceptibly on, till it took
a marked station over tne very house.
It was all a peculiar arrangement to
suit the case. It must have been
near the earth to indicate the dwell-
ing, and yet it could not have apgeared
to others as 1t did to them, It was
most important that they should be
notified of the house, because they
could not have ascertained that from
any inquiries. God’s directions are
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11 And when they were come
into the house, they saw the
young child with Mary his
mother, and fell down, and wor-
shipped him: and when they
had opened their treasures, they
1 presented unto him k gifts ;
gold, and frankincense, and
myrrh,
10r, offered. k Pa.210. Is.60.8.

MATTHEW.

{A.D.1,

12 And being warncd of God i
in a dream that they should not
return to Herod, they departed
into their own country another
way.

13 And when they were de-
parted, behold, the angel of the
Lord appeareth to Joseph in a
dream, saying, Arise, and take

{c.1.20.

most particular, and as definite as the
case requires.

10. They rejoiced. This was, most
of all, a revelation to their souls, and
it filled them with joy. Every indi-
cation of God’s guidance is a source
of joy to his followers. The same
mark that had been given them at
first, was again vouchsafed, and the
were doubly assured. “ Then shall
we know if ye follow on to know
the Lord.”

11, Fell down. This was the at-
titude of homage to kings—pros-

tiadon before them. sEsther 8. 3.)
“Mary his mother” only is named,
to show that Joseph’s relation was not
that of an own father. Yet, though
they saw ‘“ the child and his mother,”
they worshipped only the child! They
never thought of “the virgin Mary”
as an object of worship. The mother
is mentioned only to identify the child
—the sced of the woman—the Em-
wmanuel of virgin birth——9N Gifts.
This was customary homage to a

rince. See 18am.10.27. 1Kings10.2.
They treated this babe of Bethlehem,
though so obscurely born, as a royal
child. These articles were presented
. as the most valuable products of the
couniry, or as the most appropriate
gifis. They wercv such as the Queen
of Sheba presented to Solomon. Here
was ~itcense and a pure offering.

(Mal. 1. 11.)—19 Gold. To devote
our wealth to the Lord, is a proper
act of worship, and should never be
considered a mean service for the
sanctuary. —— Y Frankincense.
gum from the trunk of a tree, obtain-
ed by slitting the bark. It was used
for incense in worship, and is ver
fragrant when burned. Levit. 16. 1
It was found chiefly in Arabia.~——
T Myrrh was obtained in the same
way, though it sometimes dropped
from the tree. It was valued main}
for embalming the dead. John 19. 39,
‘We should offer Christ our best gifts.
“Let all that are round about Him
bring presents.”

12. Warned of God. They had a
special direction from God in vision,
to keep aloof from Herod and from
his plans. He expected them to re-
turn by way of Jerusalem (vs. 8),
Such a revelation they doubtless had
of Christ’s birth at first, of which the
star was only confirmatory. How
faithfully God takes care ot his chil-
dren, and baffles the counsels of the
wicked.

§ 12. Tue Friear into Ecvpr. HER.
op’s Cruerty. THE RETURN.—
Bethlehem. Nazareth.

Matt. l Mark. l Lauke. ‘ John.
2.13-23. 2. 3940,
13. Appeareth to Joseph. It is not

said whether the wise men saw him
at all. He is kept back in the histo-
ry, as-sustaining nv important partin
an evangelical view. Yet he was the
husband of Mary, and he would be
necessary to lead their flight.

was within three or four days’ reach
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the young child and his mother,
and flee into Egypt, and be thou
there until I bring thee word:
for Herod = will seek the young
child, to destroy him,

14 When he arose, he took the
young child and bhis mother by
night, and departed into Egypt:

1> And was there until the
death of Herod, that it might be

fulfilled which was spoken of |

the Lord by the prophet, say-
ing, » Out of Egypt have I called
my son. .

. mJab83.15,17. # Hos.11.1.
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16 Then Herod, when he saw
that he was mocked of the wise
men, was exceeding wroth, and
sent forth, and slew all the chil-
dren that were in Bethlehem,
and in all the coasts thereof,
from two years old and under,
according to the time which he
had diligently inquired ° of the
wise men.

17 Then was fulfilled that
which was spoken by Jeremy ?
the prophet, saying,

18 In Rama was there a voice
o Ver.7. pJe.sl.is.

of Joseph’s family, S. W. of Bethle-
hem, and yet it was out of Herod’s
jurisdiction, and many Jews were
iving there. Besides, it was the land
where Abraham and Sarah had been
saved from Pharaoh (Gen. 13, 1);
where Jacob had taken refuge from
famine, and Joseph had saved the
holy seed (Gen. ch. 45); where Israel
had been oppressed by Pharaoh, and
whence they had set out under Moses
for the promised land (Exod. 5. 6, and

12. 41).

15. )Until the death of Herod. Herod
died a most remarkable and loathsome
death (Josephus’ Aniq. 17. 10), in evi-
dent visitation of God, and about the
thirty-séventh wear of his reign., Itis
not probatle that the family of Joseph
rerrained more than a year in Egypt.
‘The child was clearly under two years
when” Herod sought his life. He
waited a sufficient time for the return
of the wise men, and died soon after
the brutal massacre of the infants. The
whole occurred likely within abouttwo
years. “The wicked is driven away
in his wickedness.” Prov. 14. 32.—
& That it might be d. Though
this pmfhecy, in Hosea 11. 1, was
a}a licable originally to the Exodus
of Israel from i‘.gypt, yet it had also
a reference to this event, viz., the Ex-
odus >f Christ from pt. The
events are to be regarded as one in
the plan of Jehtgr'ah, for preserving

His church and defeating its oppres.
sors. And Israel’s departure out of
Egypt foreshadowed the subsequent
departure of Christ, so that in the
mind ofthe Spirit dictating the record,
they could both be couched under the
same prophecy. How marvellously
God’s plans are fulfilied, while those
of his enemies are frustrated.

16. Mocked. Foiled—baffled inthis
plot. He now devised another method,
g:ampted by his rage at this vexatious

isappointment. Hedetermined now
to make sure of destroying Christ, by
putting to death all the male children
1n all the region, or coasts, from two
years old and under, as he understood
this child to be within two years of
age.—— According to the time. So
he had calculated from all that he
could ascertain of the wise men. He
took the time of the star’s appearing,
and reckoned the interval since. Beth-
lehem had about two thousand inhab-
itants in and around the village, and
Townsend calculates that about fifty
infants were slain.

17. Then was fulfilled, §c. This
event was in fulfilment of the pro-
phecy in Jer. 31. 15, and 40. 1. 1t is
not a mere accommodation oi the Jan-
guage. The first and immeciate refe
erence was, indeed, to another event,
But this more remote occurrence was
included also. Like lights far off and in
a row, the distant objects could be re-



heard, lamentation, and weep-
ing, and great mourning, Rachel
weeping for her children, and
would not be comforted, because
they are not.

19 But when Herod was dead,
behold, an angel of the Lord
appeareth in a dream to Joseph

in Egypt,

MATTHEW.

[A.D.%

20 Baying, Arise, and take the
young child and his mother, and
go into the land of Israel: for
they are dead ¢ which sought the
young child’s life.

21 And he arose, and took the
young child and his mother, and
came into the land of Israel.

22 But when he heard that Ar-

¢ Ex.4.19.

ferred to as one. At Rama, a small
town six miles north of Jerusalem,
the Jewish captives were gathered in
chains after the conquest of Jerusa-
lem by Nebuzar-adan. The town
was in Benjamin—and Rachel, the
mother of Benjamin, is depicted by
Jeremiah—himself a chained captive
among them—as rising from her

ave, which wag between Bethel and

thlehem (Gen. 35. 16), and weep-
inF for her children or descendants—
refusing consolation because of their
death. The prophet is made to use
language which should contain also
a reference to this sad event. Both
calamities were full of wo: for the
Jewish people, and the Holy Ghost
referred to both in one. How com-
prekensive is God’s foreknowledge,
¢ who declares the end from the be-
ginning, and from ancient times the

things that are not yet done” (Isa.46.
10).  Are not these slaughtered inno-
cents the first martyrs for Christ %

19. See note, v. 15. Herod had
died, and it was now safe for the fam-
ily to return. Joseph is so instructed
by an angel. All his path is under
direction of God, and under guardian-
suip of angels (Psalm 91). It seems
likely that Herod’s sou, Antipater, had
shared in the father’s malicious de-
signs, but Herod had put him to death
a few days before his own decease.
How the families of the wicked are
swept away! ¢ The name of the
wicked shall rot.” See cuts below.

20. God had promised him word
(v. 13). Joseph aecordingly returned
to the holy land, or land of Israel, but
not to Judea.

21. See Map.

22, 23. Archelaus. Herod had made

Mariamne
his third wifs.

Herod
the Great.

Herod Mariamus
the Great. 1P his second wife.

Aristobulus.

Herodias, after-
Horod Agnippa, Aristobulus, wards wife of Herod Philip,
(Acts xii. 1.) (son of aoove.) Herod Antipas, (Mark vi. 17.)
(Mark vi. 2.) II
Agrippa, Herod, Salome,
(Acts xxv. 13, (Mark vi. 22.) (Mark vi. 22)
aud xxvi. 2.)
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chelaus did reign in Judea in

the room of his father Herod,

he was afraid to go thither:

notwithstanding, being warned

of God in a dream, he turned

aside into the parts of * Galilee:
7 ¢.3.13. Lu.2.39.
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23 And he came and dwelt in
a city called * Nazareth : that it
might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the prophets, He
shall be called a Nazarene.t

#2Jno.1.45. ¢Nu6.13. Ju.J3s. 1Salll. Am2
10-12. Ac.24.5.

his surviving sons heirs to his king-
dom. They were called Herod also,
and are so known in Scripture. To
Herod Antipas tell Galilee and Perea.
Tc Herod Archelaus fell Judea, Sama-
ria, and Idumea. Joseph heard of
this Archelaus, upon the throne in
Judea, resembling his father in cru-
elty—having slaughtered three thou-
sand persons at the lirst passover after
Herod’s death— and ke was afraid to
go within his jurisdiction. While in
this perpiexity he was specially di-
rected by God, and turned aside into
the parts or country of Galilee, where
Herod Antipas reigned, who was a
milder prince, and under whom Jo-
seph could feel more secure. Galilee
was the northern section of Palestine,
Samaria being the middle, and Judea
the south. See Map, and Bible
Dictionary.——9 Nazareth was the
place of Mary’s former residence
(Luke 1. 26). This naturally intlu-
enced Joseph’s course, and thither he
would naturally have gone. Yet for
this he had a higher direction, and a
reason that had needs be stated here,
to show the constant perils and perse-
cations of the holy child. Nazareth

was a town in the lower part of Gali-
lee, about sixty miles N. frum Bethle-
hem. Itwas an obscure and despised
place, which led Nathanael to ask,
¢ Can there any good thing come out
of Nazareth?”’ John 1. 46. And hence,
Christ being a Nazarene, it is noted
by way of reproach, as fulfilling not
any one prophecy, but the substdnce
of them all—* A reproach of men, and
despised of the people.” Psalm 22. 6.
Isa. 53. 2, 3,4, « Jesusof Nazareth’
was used as a title of contempt; and
Matthew, writing for the Jews, brings
out the Old Testament points, and the
ample fulfilment of their prophetic
Scriptures. Here, at Nazareth, our
Lord remained till he was about
twenty-nine years old, in comparative
obscurity; and then, at thirty, enter-
ed upon His public minstry. Six
months previously, John the Baptist
appeare! as His herald and forerun-
ner, to which our evangelist now
asses, in chapter 3. Meanwhile,
uke records an intermediate event.
§13. At twelve years of age Jesus goes to tho
Passover.—Jerusalem.
Matt. I Mark. I Luke. I John.
2. 41-52.

Herod \',

the Great. ﬂ

Malthace,
his fourth wife.

/)\r i,

Herod
the Great.

=

/

Philip,

Archelans, (Luke iit. 1.)

(Matt. ii. 22)

Herod Antipas, u befl‘:femx‘xi:med
(Matt. xiv. 1.) to her uncle
I‘ Philip.
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CHAPTER III
IN those days came ® John the
Baptist, preaching in the wil-
derness of Judea,
% Lu.3.2. Joo.1.18

MATTHEW.

[A. D. 29.

2 And saying, Repent ye: for
the kingdom of heaven is at
hand.

3 For this is he that was spoken

PART 1I.

Announcement and Intreduction
of our Lord’s Public Ministry.

Time, about one year.

§ 14. Tre MiNnisTRY oF JOoHN THE
Baprist.—The Desert. Jordan.

Matt. | Mark. ' Luke. Jobn.
3.1-12. | 1.1-8. | 3. 1-18. |
CHAPTER IIL

1. In those days. This phrase hints
to the reader, that a long interval of
time is passed over in the history, as
unimportant to be noticed. Thiscov-
ers the period of Christ’s minority,
which He spent at Nazareth, follow-
ing His father Joseph’s trade of car-

nter (compare Matt. 13. 55 with

ark 6. 3), and attracting no special
public notice, save in the visit to Jeru-
salem and the temple, at twelve years
tl;lfxa e. (§13.) This was the period
ed, by common consent, as the age
of discretion with males, when Jew-
ish youth became * sons of command-
ment,” and were bound to the observ-
ances of the ceremonial law. The
object of the evangelists was to record
Christ’s public ministry. Hence they
pass over a period of some seventeen
ears altogether—from his twelfth to
is twenty-ninth. And Matthew here
skips a space of over twenty-five
years—from the return from Egypt un-
til the public appearance of john the
Baptist. Luke gives the time from
‘ne national data (ch. 3.1). These
events are connected with civil his-
tory. John was six months older than
Jesus. For an account of his parent-
age and birth, see Luke, ch, 1. His
arents were Zacharias and Eliza-
th. He was called ¢ the Baptist,”
because this was his office, asdistinct
from Christ's—baptizing and preach-
ing the baptism of repentance for the

remission of sins. Mark 1. 4. Paul
distinguishes the two offices, 1 Cor. 1.
17, «“Christ sent me.not to baptize,
but to preach the gospel” Baptism
bad been familiarly practised among
the Jews, and known as the initiatory
rite, and John came to introduce men
to the gospel dispensation. ﬁSee
Malachi 3. 1, and Mark 1.2.) Bap-
tism formerly admitted proselytes tg
the Jewish religion—now it admitted
Jews to the gospel religion.—9% In
the wilderness of Judea. A rough
mountainous, and thinly poj ula.teti
district, along the Jordan. Lukesay:
¢ He came into all the country aroun
Jogda.r,).’;l , -

. John’s message was, Repent 1.
Malachi, the last prophet of the Jevg;,
had pointed him out, as acting in just
such a capacity, as Christ’s messen-
ger (3. 1)—as the Elias (4. 5)—

eaching repentance—* turning the

earts of the fathers to the children,
and of the children to the fathers”
(4. 6). His business was to call for
a general reformation among the Jews;
who had become degraded and cor-
rupt. His exhortation was based
upon_doctrine—* Repent ye, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (See
also Mark 1. 4). He heralded the re-
mission of sins in Christ who was to
come ; the approach of Christ’s pro-
phesied kingdom—not earthly and
carnal, as the Jews had thought, but
spiritual and heavenly; and on this
ground, and in keeping with this new
state of things, he charged them to
alter their views, their hopes, and their
conduct. This isforepent. TheJews
held that the Messiah would ex
“a repenting generation.” And in
one of their books they have this sen-
timent, ¢ If Israel repent but cne day,
presently the Messias cometh.” There
are two senses of the term, repent-
ance. The one is this thorough
change of mind—of the hoves, pur-
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ing, The voice of one crying in

, and course of life. The other
is remorse. Judas repented in the Jast
sense. It was ‘“the sorrow of the
world that worketh death.” No an-
guish of feeling is anything, save as
leading to Christ and to a change of
life. And a hearty change implies
substantial sorrow for past impeni-
tence and depravity. Every one
should repent because he has a wick-
ed nature—because he has lived wick-
edly; and because forgiveness is pro-
claimed to sinners in Christ; while
Christ himself, the Saviour and Judge,
is at kand. And there is no valuable
sign of true repentance apart from a
thorough reform of character and con-
duct. Repentance is not the ground
of forgiveness. Yet sinners should
repent of their sins if they would ob-
tain forgiveness, because this is most
fit and requisite, that the renuncia-
tion and canfession of sin should go
before the assurance of forgiveness,
even as John the Baptist’s work goes
before Christ’s. Though the forgive-
ness is proclaimed freely, and the
goodness of God is urged as an incen-
tive to repentance, yet only they who
repent of sin can enjoy a sense of
pardon, or know the meaning of for-
giveness for themselves; and only
they are actually forgiven. So, wise
parents require of their children re-

entance. Yet often the parent’s wil-
ingness to forgive freely, is that which
provokes the heartiest repentance in
the child. There is nothing in a sin-
ner’s repentance which obligates God
to forgive. It does not take away sin.
Neither is it because he repents, but
decause Christ has died, that he is for-
given. Hence, the message is, “ Re-
pent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand. John preached the baptism
of vepentance, (for) in reference to the
remission of sins by Christ, who was
at hand. Mark 1. 4. The coming of
Christ is so spoken of, because this
was what the 4prophets had pointed to.
(Dan. 7.13, 14.) David the king was
to have a son and successor greater
than Solomon, to sit forever on his

throne. 1 Kings 2. 4; 8.25. Jer. 33,
17. By the kingdom of heaven, is
meant the gospel dispensation as the
kingdom of Christ upon earth. Itwas
now no longer distant, as it had been
to prophets, but at kend, and very
near. It was to be established in the
death and resurrection of Christ,
John was its immediate forerunner, to
announce its coming; and so it was
to be immediately expected. 'That
kingdom is now set up. Since John’s
time the kingdom of is preached,
and every man (< all nations) press-
eth into it (Luke 16. 16). * For from
the days of John the Baptist until
now the kingdom of heaven suffereth
violence, and the violent take it by
force” (Matt. 11. 12). They who ur-
Eently press into it, and earnestly lay

old of its benefits, are true Christians,
and only they belong to it. “The
word is nigh thee.” Rom. 10. 8. The
ﬁ’ospel of the kingdom is now preached,

his kingdom, though set up, and
proclaimed, and already come in its
plans and offers, has not yet fully come
in_its results. So we are to pray,
“Thy kingdom come,” ¢that . the
kingdom of grace may be advanced,
ourselves and others brought into it,
and that the kingdom of glory may
be hastened.”—Shorter Catechism.

3. Thisis he. Esaias (called Isaiah
in the Old Testament or Hebrew
tongue, this being the Greek)- had
spoken of John distinctly, though not
by name. It was more than seven
hundred years before John’s time that
Isaiah prophesied. Here is another
instance of a prophecy, referring just
as truly to an event far subsequent as
to the one nearer at hand. Though
the passage in Isaiah (40. 3{ referred
more immediately to the deliverance
and return of the Jews from the Baby-
lonish captivity, yet the fuller ap-
plication was to this greater event.
And the subjects of the prophecy were
kindred in themselves. The chosen
people coming out of that captivity
whigh so represented the bondage of
sin; and the same covenant prople
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the wilderness, Prepare ye the
way of the Lord, make his paths
straight.
4 And the same John had his »
raiment of camel’s hair, and a
1 3Ki.1.8. Mat.11.8.

MATTHEW.

{A.D. 9.

leathern girdle about his loins ;

and his meat was locusts * and

wild honey.

5 Then went out to him Je-

rusalem, and all Judea, and
z Le.11.22.

coming out now from that legal dis-
pensation ‘“whwh gendereth to bond-
age.” Galatians. Hence both events
could bear to be couched under the
same prophetic language. We learn
now, from this evangelist, that John
was he whom the prophet announced,
though then the prophecy seemed to
apply only to the events more im-
mediately at hand. T%e Lord, of
‘whose coming John gave notice, was
Christ himself. The prophet Isaiah
seemed to hear the voice of the wil-
derness preacher.——Y Prepare ye the
way. This is an image drawn from
Eastern customs. Monarchs on a
march sent a herald before them, to
rrepare their way, to have their path
evelled and straightened, and to an-
nounce their coming. John preached
this preparation of Christ’s way, as
he was to “turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and of the
children to the fathers, lest He come
and smite the earth with a curse”
(Mal. 4. 6). He stirred up' the l&eo—
gle to expect Him * suddenly,” Mal.
. 1, and he called for a removal of
all obstructions out of the way of His
coming. He made His pathsstraight,
as he notified them of the nature of
His reign, so different from that which
they had thought; and he exhorted
them to make ready for His direct
ministry of grace among them.

4. Camel’s hair. John’s clothing is
here described as an expressive sym-
bol of his work. To the Jews all this
mode of living in the wilderness, and
with coarsest clothes, strikingly indi-
catea his work of preaching repent-
ance. So the prophets wore this
clothing (2 Kings 1. 8. Zech. 13. 4).
So Christ intimates (Matt, 11. 8;,
¢ They that wear soft clothing are in
kiug’s nouses.” This camel’s hair
was woven 1nto a coarse fabric, and
served for clothing to the poorer

classes. As a kind of sackcloth, it
was the garb of mourning and peni.
tence, John comes forward, there-
fore, as repentance personified. *In
that which he does, he shows the peo-
g: what they should do.”—Hengsten-

. As he was “the Elias which
was to come,” reference is also made
to the garb of the prophet Elijah,
whose work he represents. See
1 Kings 21. 27, where Ahab copies
the repentance which the lgrophet set
before him. See also 2 Kings 1.8
“He (Elijah) was a hairy man, an
girt with a girdle of leather about his
loins.”—9 His meat (or food) was
locusts, Levit. 11. 22, which the Jews
were expressly allowed {a eat. This
was the coarsest fare, and all in kee,
ing. It was significant of his work.
The prophet Elijah was fed by ravens,
The Saviour represents this tare of
John as a continual fasting, Matt.
11. 18, “ Jokn came neither eating nor
drinking.” Locusts were eaten by the
poor, mostly without much prepara-
tion, roasted and taken with salt,
See Union Bib. Dictionary.——N Wila
honey. This was either taken from
rocks and stumps of trees, or it was
such as is sometimes found in the
East, collecting on the foliage of a
noneytree, of which we are told, 1 Sam.
14. 25,26, and 27, and flows profusely.
Locusts might sometimes fail. This
was a food belonging to a wild and
waste region. See Isa. 7. 15.

5. Jerusalem, ¢-c. A great multi~
tude thronged to receive John’s bap-
tism. The inhabitants of Jerusalem
in large numbers, and crowds from
different parts of Judea, and all about
the river and valley of Jordan, at-
tended upon his preaching, and re-
ceived his ordinance. Many had
such expectations of Christ’s coming,
and so remembered what was declared
by their last prophet, of the herald,
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all the region round about Jor-
dan,
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6 And were baptized of him in
Jordan, confessing ” their sins. -
Y Ac.1.B; 2.33; 19.4,5,18.

and of his preparatory work, that they
went out to him at once. Many oth-
ers had been drawn after him by the
novelty of his dress and of his doc-
trine.
11. 7, when ¢ Ele inguired of the mul-
titudes concerning ohn, What went
ye out for to see 7

Jerusalem. The capital of the king-
dom of Judah; called also Salem,
Gen. 14. 18 and Ps. 76. 2; and Jebus,
from the Jebusites, who held it before
it was possessed by Israel (Josh. 18.
28). The name means, “ habitation
or inheritance of peace.” The city
was, bullt on four principal hills:
Bezétha, on the north ; Moriahk, on the
-east; Zion,omthesouth; Acra,on the
west. Across the valley or ravine,
by which Moriah was separated from

ion, a bridge was built, for easier
access to the temple, which stood on
Mount Moriah. ¢« The mountains
round about Jerusalem” were highest
on the east, where lay the Mount of
Olives, commanding the finest view
of the city, and from which our Lord
deheld it and wept. The temple was
on that side; and the valley separa-
ting Moriah from Olivet was the val-
ley of the Kedron; and there, at the
foot of Mount Olivet, across the brook
from the city, was the garden of Geth-
semane. The valley of Jehoshaphat
lies along the south-east, and the val-
ley of Hinnom toward the south-
west, separating the city res?ectively
from the “ Hill of Offence” and the
« Hill of Evil Counsel.” See Plate.
The circumference of the ancient
cily was nearly three and a haif geo-
graphical miles. The circumference
uf the present walls does not ex-
ceed two and a half—though Mount
Zion is now utrenclosed, and a por-
tion also at the north. The popula-
tion is estimated most correctly at fif-
teen thousand.——% Jordan. The only
river of any note in Palestine, gives
the name to a broad valley through

So Christ intimates in Matt. .

sixty miles in length, and from five
to ten miles in breadth.

6. Were baptized. This ordinance
had formerly been in use among the
Jews. It was known as an initiatory _
rite, Proselytes to the Jewish reli-

ica were received in this way.

ence, they understood the ordinance
as signifying an espousal of a new
religion, and so it was a mode of pub-
lic profession. More or less the out-
ward rite involved the idea of cleans-
ing. The use of water had this sig-
nificance. In the Christian church it
is plainly symbolical of the Spirit’s
agency, and of this Divine infiuence
graciously imparted from abcve. “Ex-
cept a man be born again” (margin,
from above). “ Then will I'sprinkle
clean water upon you, and ye shall be
clean.” Ezek. 36. 25. The word bap-
tize, is the Greek term baptizo, not
translated, but transferred to our lan-
guage. Therefore it tells nothing of
the mode. Observe the terms. Two
elements are mentioned in the New
Testament baptizing, viz., water, and
the Holy Ghost. “I indeed baptize
you with water, but He shall baptize
you with the Holy Ghost.” From
knowing of the mode in the use of
one of these elements, we may infer
the mode in the use of the other. The
baptizing with the Holy Ghost is else-
where spoken of, as by the Spirit’s be-
ing poured out—* Until the Spirit be
goured upon us from on high.” Isa.
2. 15. “1 will pour out my Spirit
upon you.” Prov.1.23. I will pour
out my Spirit upon all flesh.” Joel 2.
28. Zech. 12. 10. Or its being sent-
“] will send the Comforter.”  Or its
descending—as at Christ’s baptism,
where the sign and thing signified
met— The Holy Ghost descended
like a dove and rested upon Him.”
Or its being sprinkled -vpon the person.
Ezek. 36. 25. *“So shall He sprinkle
many nations.” Isa.52. 15. Andrain
was a common emblem of it in the

which it lows. This valley is some | Old Testament. Kence, we conclude,
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7 Bat when he saw many of
the Pharisees and Sadducees
come to his baptism, he said unto

% 15.69.5. ¢.12.34; 23.33. Lu.3.7.

MATTHEW.

[A.D.28

them, O generation * of vipers,
who hath warned you to® flee
from the wrath to come?

@ Je.516. Ro.1.18.

that the baptizing with water is by its
descent, outpouring, sprinkling upon
the person. ~ The doctrine of the ordi-
nance requires it to be administered,
not by applying the person to the
water, but the water to the person.
'This is the symbolical purport. The
. element denotes, not the atoning, but
the cleansing influence. It is the
water, not the blood. “And renewing
grace is to be received only at the
sovereign hand of Gol. And the
‘children of God are described in the
Revelation, as having His name in
their foreheads. It may here be men-
tioned, that the word baptisterium,
from whiéh the term baptistery is had,
signifies, “nota bath sufficiently large
to immerse the whole body, but a ves-
sel or labrum containing water for
gouring over the head (Plin, Ep. 6).

ee Smith’s Dictiona?y of Greek and
Roman Antiquities. John's baptism
was not fully the same as that in the
Christian church ; for some of John's
disciples were re-baptized. Actsch. 19.
And the commission for the Chris-
tian church, was to baptize in the
name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost.” Matt. 28. 19.
(See notes on verse 11.)—% Con-
fessing their sins. In the baptism of
repentance (says Bengel) they con-
‘fessed their sins, In the baptism of
Christ they confessed Christ. John
preached repentance; and they who
received his baptism owned their sin-
fulness, and professed a change of
mind and conduct. They put off
former things, and gave an indica-
tion, and admitted a sign, of nmewness
of life. 'This confession was open and
free, as the term in Greek implies—
mot private and auricular, and not
eonstrained, but voluntary. Yet all
this looked toward Christ, “in whom
we have forgiveness of sins.” “ Sin
is any want of conformity unte. or
transgression of, the law of Gua.”—
Qlorter Calechism.,

%4l unrighteous- | no

ness is sin.” 1 John 5. 17. “Sinisa
transgression of the law.” 1 John 3. 4.
And where persons ot riper years re-
ceive baptism (and to such, of course,
the ordinance was first offered), they
should sincerely acknowledge past
sin, with purposes and promises of a
new life. The following verses show
that this was John’s view of it.

7. The Paarisees were a powerful
religious sect, of predeminant influ--
2nce in the Jewish state. They were
the recognized teachers, proud of their
legal knowlcdge, and boasting a su-
perior sanctity ; outwardly practising
austerities, but inwardly indulgin,
the worst passions, They believ
in the resurrection, and in angels good
and bad, as the Sadducees did nct.
Acts 23.8. They held also to a di-
vine government of fate, and they
claimed favour of God, on the ground
of descent from Abraham. They ob-
served the strictest letter of the Mo-
saic law; and besides held to various
traditions (ch. 15. 2), washed them
selves religiously before meals, fasted
twice a week, on Thursdays and Mon-
days (see ch. 9. 14, and ch. 23.15,23),
made much of vestments and of sa-
cred appendages (ch. 6. 1, ch. 23. 8,
24), but were hypocritical (ch. 23. 14,
27, &c.), narrow-minded, selfish, big-
oted, and vain, fond of pleasures and
lax in morals (ch. 5. 20, ch. 15. 4, &,
ch. 23.8, 14, 23,25). And a religion
such as theirs, was declared by our
Lard wholly worthless for admittance
to heaven (Matt. 5.20). Their name
is from the Hebrew word, pharash,
which means, to separate ; and these,
and such as ¢ these, are they that sep-
arate themselves, having not the
Spirit.” Jude v. 19. Josephus says
they were akin to the Stoics among
the Greeks (Vita Joseph., § 2). See
Matt. 9. 11, and 23. 5, 15, 29. The
Sappucees were fewer, but more
wealthy, and of higher rank, yet had -
influecnee with the multitndes
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8 Bring forth therefore fruits!?
meet for repentance :

9 And think not to say within
yourselves, We have Abraham
to our father: for I say unto

1 Or, answerable to amendment of life.
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you, that God is able of these
stones to raise up children unto
Abraham. :
10 And now also the axe is
laid unto the root of the trees:

They were bitter opposers of Christ,
and denied the immortality of the soul,
and all the doctrines of another life
fActs 23. B). This being the charac-
ver of these sects, John was surprised
at their coming to his baptism. Hence
he calls them by a name descriptive
of their real disposition, *“ A genera-
tion of vipers,” Isa. 14. 29, rather than
the generation of faithful Abraham,
which they claimed to be. A viper
‘was a venomous serpent. And so they
were children of the old serpent (Rev.
12. 9), who is the devil, ‘the father
of lies.” Cunning and poisonous with
their doctrines, and ready to dart their
malicious venom at everﬁhing good.
~——9 Tte wrath to come. He preached
the wrath of God to come upon the
wicked (2 Tkess. 1. 10, 11). He al-
Judes to Malachi 4. 6, as the wrath
expected. Their coming to him,
looked like a disposition to flee from
that wrath, by receiving the baptism
of repentance for the remission of sins.
Observe, it was not a mere water bap-
tism that John preached, but one
which implied a fleeing from the
wrath to come upon sin, by taking
the warning of repentance. And sin-
ners are saved from the wrath to come,
not by any baptism of water, but by
fleeing for refuge to lay hold on the
hoge set before us.

. Fruits. Hetells them, therefore,
to bring forth fruits meet for repent-
ance; that is, to begin with their con-
duct and principles, in a way appro-
priate to repentance, and to show in
their lives the ap r?riale results of
such a change. .En as fruit is the
best evidence of the nature and quali-
ty of a tree, so they should thus best
evince their sincerity.——% Repent-
ance, is a change of mind which is
best groved by turning away from sin
and Satan to God.

9. Abrahamto ozr father. The Jews

.and heirs accordin

boasted in Abraham. They were his
descendants according to the flesh,
and he was ¢ the friend of God,” and
the covenant was to him and ¢ Ais
seed. So these boasted in their mere
hereditary descent, as a sufficient
righteousness before God. But “ God
is able of these stones to raise up chil-
dren unto Abraham.” He is not con-
fined to nations, or to-means, or to a
law of succession in the church. They
should not think that He was confined
to Abraham’s natural seed. The trae
succession now, is that of true piety;
and Abraham’s true children are such
as God has raised up and created
anew. (See John 8.39.) “If ye be
Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed"
to the promise
(Gal. 3. 29). can, and will,
gather a chosen people from the Gen-
tiles, which the Jews thought to be
quite as impossible as that He should
make church members out of stones,
They mistook and perverted the Abra-
hamic covenant, which was to be of
permanent force in the church, and
which now includes, with believing
parents, their infant offspring. But
we cannot be saved, if we continue
in sin, even though our parents be
pious,

10. Andmow. Thisisthe doctrine—
that the time had come for getting at
the root of things. Men’s hearts
should be laid open, and so they should
be judged, and not according to the
mere outward appearance. John no-
tifies them of this new state of things,
They were to be treated as trees are
by the woodman.——¥ Unlo the root.
The axe laid unto the root, denotes
that every thing is ready now for cut-
ting down such as are heartless and
fruitless. That the trial shall be of
the heart and life. Men cannot hcpe
any longer to stand upon a mere pro-
fession, or external relation, or upou
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therefore every tree which bring-
ethnot forth good fruit, is®
hewn down, and cast into the

11 I indeed baptize you with
water © unto repentance : buthe
bJno.1668. ¢ Lu.s.16. Ac.19.4.

MATTHEW.

[A.D. 9.

that cometh after me is mightier
than I, whose shoes I am not
worthy to bear: he shall bap-
tize you ¢ with the Holy Ghost,
and with fire : :
12 Whose fan is in his hand,

d Ac.18.

an outward show of ceremonies and
g:etensions. Now, the rule that is to
pressed is this, ¢ By their fruits ye
sball know them.” Men must give
substantial and actual evidence of
their being Christians, or th%y will be
cut down. Nor is this a dispensa-
tion for mere outward reform—Ilo
ping off bad branches—putting aside
offensive habits—as the end to be
reached. But it is a time for judg-
ing of real character, and for coming
to final decisions,——¥ Every tree. A
man that lacks piety is here repre-
sented by the tree that bears no good
fruit. Corruption and wickedness are
the natural fruits of the human heart
S]Mark 7. 21-23); and he on whom

e good fruit of true piety is not
found, will be cut down and cast into
the fire, as rotten and worthless trees
are used for fire-wood. 8itill the refer-
ence to Malachi’s prophecy is kept
up (Mal. 4. 1). “The day cometh
that shall burn as an oven; and all
the proud, yea, and all that do wick-
edly, shall be as stubble: and the day
that cometh shall burn them up, that
it shall leave them mnewher root nor
bdranch.” In Luke’s narrative, we find
that this sentiment started a general
inquiry, “ What shall we do, then ?”
He directed them to honesty, benevo-
lence, and mercy.

11. Cometk after me. “The mes-
senger of the covenant,” of whom
John was the forerunner. Mal, 3. 1.
9. Mightier. His extra preroga-
tive and power are pointed to. Heis
the Master whom John only served,
and whose greater work he intro-
duced. The difference between the
two baptisms is, that John’s is out-
ward—Christ’s inward. John sprin-
kles nothing tut water, and cannot
reach the heait The ordinance he

uses looks toward a repentance which
he cannot impart. Christ shall pour
out the Holy Ghost, who shall renew
the heart; and He shall come with fire,
which shall try and purify the reins.
Again the reference is to Malachi.
« He shall sit as a refiner and purifier
of silver.” Mal. 3. 3. “ He is likea
refiner’s fire,” &c. (3. 2). Acts 1.5,
and 11.16. And He shall consume
the incorrigible and worthless— shall
burn as an oven” Mal. 4. 1.—
¥ Shoes. The shoes or sandals then
worn were loose slippers, consisting
of a piece of wood or leather, like the
sole of a shoe, bound to the bottom of
the feet by thongs (called the latchet,
Mark 1. 7), as a boy’s skate is fas-
tened. These were put off on enter-
ing the house, and to unloose them
was the most menial work—trouble-
some, and often filthy. John declares
that he is not worthy to do even this
lowest service tosuch a one as Christ
(John 3. 30).

This cut is taken from the Union
Bible Dictionary.

12. Whose fan. This carries out
the idea. This is a winnowing in«
strument (Jer. 15. 7). A hand-
scoop by which the grain could be sa
thrown up and exposed to the wind,
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and he will thoroughly purge *
his floor, and gather his wheat
into the garner; but he will
burn up the chaff f with un-
quenchable fire,

eMal32,3. fPs.14. Mal4.l. Maro.es.
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13 Then cometh Jesus from
Galilee to Jordan, unto John, to
be baptized ¢ of him,

14 But John forbad him, say-
ing, I have need to be baptized

& Mar.1.9. Lu.s.21.

as to separate the chaff. Wheat and
chaff were to be most strictly sepa-
rated. Again the reference is to Mal-
achi. “ Then shall yereturn and dis-
cern between the righteous and the
wicked,” &c. (Mal. 3. 18). “For
behold the day cometh that shall burn
as an oven (Mal. 4.1), &c. Thus
He will thoroughly cleanse His thresh-
ing-floor (Isa. 21. 10)—that is, His
church, so as to have it pure; and
the merely nominal and hollow pro-
fessors should be sifted out, and blown
away like chaff before the wind. Jer.
15. 7. Luke 22. 31.——9¥ His wheat.
TIhe sincere and true children of God
ehould be gathered like good grain
wmto the granary, or place of preser-
vation. God will kouse His people.
* They shall be kept (or garrisoned,
s the term is) by the power of God
through faith unto salvation” (1 Pet.
1. 5).  But the ckaff—the wicked that
are mixed with the good in the church
—He shall burn (Isa. 5. 24) with in-
extinguishable fire /parable of the
tares, Matt. 11); which, because it is
unguenchable, must be eternal. Matt.
£5.41,46. Mark 9.48. 2 Thess. 1.8,9.
See Job 26. * A fire not blown (not
to be blown out), shall consume him.”
¢ The ungodly are not so: but are like
the chaff which the wind driveth
away.” Ps.1.4. Thiswas the last pro-
o288 of cleansing grain “thoroughly.”

“ The fan doth cause light chaff to fly awny :
80 shall the ungodly in God's Wiggow?'d:i‘
a;

The preceding cut is from Kitto’s
Encyclopedia, showing the mode of
using the fan.

$ 15. Tue Baprism or JEsus.—7T%e
Jordan.

Matt. Mark. 1 Luke.
3.13-17.| 1.9-11. |3. 21-23.

13. Then cometh Jesus from Galilee
‘We learn from John 1. 28, that John
the Baptist was baptizing at Betha-
bara, beyond Jordan. This was a
town in the tribe of Reuben, and near
the Dead Sea. Here, it is supposed,
over against Jericho, the Jordan was
crossed by the Israelites, under Joshua,
The name means, “a place of pas-
sage.” From Galilee, in a southerly
direction, Christ came. He had been
at Nazareth till now. He was enter
ing His thirtieth year (Luke 3. 23)
And here we have his submission te
Jobn’s ordinance, to « fulfil all (leg32
righteousness.” See Exodus 29. 4
It was also a formal inauguration,
and public entrance utfon His gospe\
offices, as sanctioned by the law.
John could introduce Christ. His
office was that of a forerunner and
herald. Our Lord was now at the
age of the priests at their entrance
into office (Numbers 4. 3). There was
an analogy also in the personal types.
It was the age of Joseph at his appear.
ing before Pharaoh (Gen, 41.46), and
the age of David when he began to
reign (2 Sam. 5. 4). This was now
about tle feast of Tabernacles, at
which time of the year Christ was
born. The most exalted piety will
earnestly seek the appointed ordi-
nances. Psalm 27. 4.

14. Ihave need, d-c. John evidently
looked for Christ, and was led to re~
cognize Him, before the baptism, o2

' Tohn.



40

of thce,
me?

15 And Jesus answering, said
unto him, Suffer it to be so now:

and comest thou toI

MATTHEW.

{A.D. 20

for thus it becometh us to ful€l
all righteousness. Then he suf-
fered him.

16 And Jesus, when he was

His application for the ordinance.
But there was yet a Divine certificate
to be given, for his own full assurance,
and for the faith of ages. In John 1.
31, he says, “ I knew Him not,” which
refers to the fact of their having been
{)ersonally apart—that Christ had a

ong time come, yet had not presented
kimself, and was dwelling so many
years in Galilee, unknown to the peo-
ple, or even to John, His forerunner,
as the Messiah—not yet manifested,
but to be mmﬁ/‘ested. He alludes to
the fact, that His obscurity at Naza-
reth had almost obliterated the impres-
sions of His miraculous birth and its
circumstances. John knows Him
now, and objects to the request, on the
ground of Christ’s superiority to him,
and especially of His superior office
work. *If one of us is to be baptized
of the other, I am the one that needs
to be baptized of thee.” He knows
him now, but not as he shall know
Him soon from heaven. John recog-
nized Christ’s work .as better than his.
'The gospel baptism is better than that
of the law. The gospel hope is better
than that of Sinai,

15. Suffer it. Our Lord insisted,
and it was not in John’s right or pow-
er to refuse. A sense of personal un-
fitness should never keep us from per-
forming any enjoined duty. He who
commands, also warrants and helps. It
became them both, for in the great plan
of redemption they co-operated. This
act was now required. It was admit-
ted because of its propriety in the view
of our Lord. He was not obligated
to the law, but put himself volunta-
rily under it. e was ‘“made of a
woman, made under the law” (Gal.
4.4). Yet He was no mere man, but
the ‘God-man. He submitted to tke
law’s requiremenst .in His official
work. N It becometh us. It was be-
toming as they were related, and as
they held their respect’ve offices, thus
0 do.——T Tv fulfi. £l rightcousness.

That is, to comply with all the lega.
ceremonial requirements. This was
the legal ceremony for induction to the
priest’s office. He would honour the
typical ordinance, and submit him-
self to that appointed institution,
¢ Jesus Christ was a minister of the
circumeision.” Rom. 15.8. He would
also consecrate the ordinance, as a per-
petual institution in the church, for
the Christian membership, who are de-
clared to be “a 7oyal priesthood” (1Pet.
2.9), and so, He would put himself _
among the baptized. Let none regard
this as a needless ceremony.——
N Then ke suffered him—or allowed
Him to be baptized.

16. Out of the water—literally, as-
cended from the water. The same words
are used as in Luke 2. 4, « Joseph
went up from Galilee.” And Acts
1, «“ He ascended from Cesarea to Je-
rusalem.” Hence there is no proof
in this of their having gone the far-
ther into the water, much less of
Christ’s having gone wnder the water. .
‘We may readily suppose, that in that
hot country, they even walked into
the shallow edge of the stream, for
the greater convenience of applying
the water by sprinkling. So g‘hilip
and the eunuch went otk into the
water. Acts 8.38.——%¥ And, lo. Christ
grayed at His baptism (see Luke 3.

1), and possibly it was for some open

and public recognition, such as this

which He received from heaven,
“while He was praying.”—Y TV
heavens were opened unio him. This

was given for His own assurance,
and personal recognition, whie it
served also as a testimony to his Di-
vine Sonship, and the accéeptance of
His official work. Ma-k 1. 11, pre-
sents it as occurring tc Christ, with
this additional, that the language is °
addressed personally to fim, “ Thou
art my beloved Son, in Thee I am
well pleased.” John th: Baptist also
saw the lescent of the Spirit upon
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baptized, went up straightway
out of the water: and, lo, the
heavens were opened unto him,
and he saw the Spirit of God®
descending like a dove, and
lighting upon him:

17 And, lo, a voice from hea-
ven, saying, This is my beloved!
Son,in whom I am well pleas-
ed.

R 18.11.2; 42.1; 61.1. Jno.3.34. ¢ Ps.2.7. Lu.9.35.
Ep.1.6. 2 Pe.1.17.

CHAPTER 1IV. g
HEN was Jesus led up of) .
the Spirit into the wilder- %>
ness, to be * tempted of the *
devil. s
2 And when he had fasted .
forty days and forty nights, he -
was afterward an hungered.
3 And when the tempter came *
to him, he said, If thou be thex;
) Kitei Ealli Acsss. k Marli2 D

~

Him. John 1. 32. Christ sets us an
example of prayer, and the splendid
answer is our encouragement.—
¥ The Spirit of God. The Holy Ghost,
Third Person of the Blessed Trinity.
This was His special anointing by
the Spirit, for the Messianic offices
(Isaiah 61. 1), Here the symbol and
its signification met. The descent
upon Him was “in a bodily shape like
e dove” (Luke 3. 22), so that John
could be witness to it, and have his
confidence assured by this most re-
markable phenomenon. Note the
personality of the Holy Ghost. Christ
saw the Spirit descending. The voice
of God the Father out of heaven
was doubtless heard by all, as a

ublic testimony (See John 12. 28-

). This formunla of recognition
was repeated when Christ was trans-
figured. Matt. 17. 5. Luke 9. 35, 36.
2 Pet. 1. 17. It was an open declara-
tion of Christ’s being the Messiah
Eeredicted, and that He was accepted 1n

aven as Mediator. Thus, at the
opening of His public work, a public
exhibition is given of the adorable
Trinity. The Father speaks—the
Son is baptized—the I-lolz Ghost
alights upon Him. The Father is
here declared as fully satisfied with
Christ’s official work of mediation for
sinners. Observe, *“ In him,” not in
us-~in the Saviour, not in the sinner
—God is well pleased. Observe,
Christ’s atoning office, and the Spir-
it'’s quickening, rerewing work, go
together. ¢ Heshall bartize you with
the Holy Ghost.” 4

CHAPTER 1V,
§ 16. Tue TEMPTATION oF CHRIST.—-
Desert of Judea. {
Matt. Mark. ‘ Luke. | John.{ .
4.1-11. | 1.12,13.1 4.1-13. —

1. Jesus, after thus being openly
acknowledged and inducted, both per- ", |
sonally and officially, at His baptism,
enters at once upon His work, and en« -
ters into temptation. He was “lea
up by the Spirit” (i. e., the Holy
Ghost), which shows that this whole
transaction was founded in the plan
of God., He “was full of the Holy
Ghost” (Lulke 4. 1), who had minis-
tered so prominently at His concep-
tion and baptism, and had just appear-
ed descending on Him.  And as “ for
this purpose the Son of God was man-
ifested, that He might destroy the
works of the devil” (1 John 3. 8),
the conflict opens at once.——9 Led
up. This term is the same used in
Luke 4. 5, of the tempter’s agen-
cy. This temptation was an act
of Christ’s sacrificial work, ¢ Who, .
through the eternal Spirit, offered him-
self without spot to God.” Heb. 9.14.
——9 TV be tempted. Not as * a man
is tempted when he is drawn away ot
his own lust and enticed” (James 1.
14), but to be tried, proved, and espe-
cially here to be assaulted with most
malignant eflons to seduce Him to
evil. This was done by the devil—
the adversary, accuser, and enemy of
mankind. He is a real person, and
not merely an inflasnce. He is called
the Old Serpent (Rev, 12.9); Satun

P
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Son of God, command that these
stones be made bread

MATTHEW..

[A. D. 30.

4 But he answered ‘and said,
It is written,! Man shall not live
lDesas.

g‘ob 1. 6-12); Beelzebub (Matt. 12.
24); The Prince of the power of the
air (Ephes. 2. 2). He is the leader
of the legions of fallen angels, and of
the wicked spirits in hell (Rev. 12, 9.
and 20. 10). He tempts men by sug-
gesting evil thoughts, or stirring up
evil desires through the senses (as our
first parents, Gen. 3)—the children of
disobedience (Ephes. 2. 2)—and Da-
vid to number the people (1 Chron. 21,
1). Or by instigating to wicked acts,
as Judas (Luke 22. 3)—Ananias (Acts
6. 3). Or by deceiving (Rev. 12. 9).
See 1 Pet. 5.8. Ourdepraved nature
aids him in his temptation. We fall
in, naturally, with his schemes, and
yield to the motives he urges. He
gets an advantage of us if we are not
eonstant]g on the watch against his
devices (2 Cor. 2 11). Hence, in the
Scripture, we are charged to ¢ watch
and pray, that we enter not into temp-
tation,” and to “ resist the devil” (1 Pet.
. 6.9), with the promise, fthat so doing,

¢ he shall flee from us” (James 4. 7?.
Christ was tempted, sc as ¢ to be ab
to succour them that are tempted”
(Heb. 2.18). As the first Adam had
been tempted, and had fallen, the sec-
ond Adam enters (by the Divine plan)
into temptation, to show His stead-
fastness and superiority to. the first
Adam. “He was tempted in all

oints, like as we are, yet without
sin.” See Heb. 2. 18 and 4. 15.

2. Fasted. Abstained from food.
There was a fast required by the Mo-
saic law, on the great day of annual
atonement (Levit. 23. 27, 29). This
exercise of fasting seems always to
‘have retained some prominence sActs
27.9). There were also private fasts,
though the law did not require them.
After the exile, fasts became very fre-
quent, as a regular part of the current
religious worship. Fasts were regard-
ed as a useful exercise, to prepare the
mind for special religious impres-
sions (Dan. 10. 2, sq. Matt. 27. 21.
dcts 13. 3; 14, 23). From one day

to forty days had been observed ; but
the last period, with a special sanc-
tity, in reference to certain events in
Jewish history. Thus Moses fasted
on the Mount (Exod. 34. 28, Deut. 9.
9, 18); and Elijah (1 Kings 19. 8).
Yet it was greatly abused in the pro-

het’s day (Isa. 58. 4), and by the

harisees in our Saviour’s time (Matt.
6. 16). It may be abused by its ex-
cesses, in weakening the flesh—by
making a virtue or merit of the exer-
cise—and by mistaking the outward
humiliation for the inward mortifica-
tion before God. Our Lord seems to
have abstained utterly from food, as
Luke declares expressly, that ¢ He did
eal nothing (Luke 4. 2). This was

art of Christ’s humiliation—Being
tound in fashion as a man, He hum-
bled himself even beneath the com-
mon lot of men. It was also part of
His induction to office—* A prophet
like unto Moses.” And He submit
ted to our personal woes as part of
His mediatorial work—* Himself
took our infirmities and bare our sick-
nesses.” Matt.8.17. The first Adam
Jelt by eating—Christ begins by fast-

ing.

3. Satan is here called the tempter,
as his business was temptation; and
by this work he is known among men.
So he assaulted the first Adam (Gen.
3). Hence we may know that so-
licitations to evil are always of the
devil. Observe, he suits himself to
our circumstances, and we need al-
ways to beon our guard. Weshould
specially fear his suggestions when
he pretends friendship, and offers his
plans for our help. e should pray
not to be led into femptation, because
we are not yet delirered from evil. As
to the ‘emptation of Christ, we are to
remem er that i{ was by the Divine

lan for His official work, and that

e was “led by the Spirit into the
wilderness” with this in view.———9 If
thou be the Som of God. He had just
been proclaimed the Son of God by &
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by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God.
5 Then the devil taketh him
up into the holy city, = and set-
m Ne.1l.1. ¢.27.53.
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teth him on a pinnacle of the

temple, _

6 And saith unto him, If thou

be the Son of God, cast thyself

down: for it is written, » He
n Ps.91.11,12

voice from heaven. It was a funda-
mental point, involving a recogunition
of His person and work, and the ac-
ceptance of His offices in heaven.

herefore Satan joins issue upon
this. Observe, this point of Christ’s
true and Broper Divinity involves
the whole Christian religion. Satan
and all Christ’s enemies will princi-
pally contest this. They who de%
that Christ is God, must repudiate
His claims, as did the Jews. T Com-~
mand. The devil acknowledges that
He who is the Son of God must be
omnipotent—God himself. Ifthou be—
command. This was a temptation to
Christ, only as an assault from the
devil—not as an attraction in itself.
It challenged Him todistrust the plan
and promise of the Father. The act
wouﬁi have been wrong, as it was pro-
posed and understood, viz., to break
through the Divine plan.

4. But he answered. This is quoted
from Deut. 8.3. These are the words
of Moses, spoken of the manna, which
was furm‘sged Israel when a hun-
gered in the wilderness, and which
was so extraordinarily supplied. This
was sent to show, that beyond all
common resources, God has bound-
less means of providence, and that
He is to be lived upon, in His word of
promise and in His work of power and
grace. “Iam that bread.” John 6, Give
us day by day the bread which every
day requires. Only they know how
to live, who live upon God’s covenant.
He gives himself to us for a portion,
“I am the Lord thy God.” Tempta-
tion often assaults us through the ap-
petites, and appeals to us on tne ground
of necessity. Butalways is it to be re-
sicted by the ex‘gress word of Scripture.

h. Taketh Iim up. Not against
His will, for the word has no such
meaning, There was a personal

agency of the devil; and Christ,
though led to the holy city, was not
led into sin, Christ submitted to this
as Fe submitted to death, The city
of Jerusalem was called the holy city,
as it was the seat of the Jewish reli-
gion; and “holy” in the ceremonial
sense of being set apart for a sacred
use. The inscription on their coins
was, ‘ Jerusalem the holy.——Y Pin-
nacle (or wing) of the temple. Ths
teruple was that immense building on
the top of Mount Moriah, which had
been rebuilt and adorned till it rivall
that of Solomon on the same sité,
This wing was probably the project-
ing tower, called the king’s portico,
which, says Josephus (lib. xv., ch. 2,
}\)5), “ was one of the most remarka-

le works ever seen under the sun.
For, whereas, the valley (of Jehosha-
phat or Cedron) was so deep and pre-
cipitous that one could not bear to look
down it, on the very edge of this
Krecipice Hcrod raised the immense

cight of this tower, so that if any
one from the peak of this roof should
look down through both these depths
at once, he would be seized with diz-
ziness,” &c. This was some seven
hundred feet in height. (See Union
Bib. Dictionary, and Plate of Ancient
Jerusalem.)

6. From~ this height Christ was
challenged by Satan to cast himself
down; and now the challenge was
based upon Scripture. It is found in .
Psalm 91. 11, 12, It was an atiack
upon Christ on the Scriptural ground,
where He had just resisted the tempt-
er. It was a challenge to presump-
tion, as before it had been to distrust.
This passage is a promise tu the
righteous, of’ God’s providential caro
extending to all their steps (Ps.01.1)
Satan now dares the Saviour to test
the truth of that promise, and as He
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shall give his angels charge con-
cerning thee : and in their hands
they shall bear thee up, lest at
any time thou dash thy foot
against a stone,

7 Jesus said unto him, It is
written again, Thou ° shalt not
tempt the Lord thy God.

8 Again, the devil taketh him
up into an exceeding high moun-
tain, and sheweth him all the

0 De.6.16.

' MATTHEW.

[A. D. 30.

kingdoms of the world, and ths
glory of them;

9 And saith unto him, Al
these things will I give thee, if
thou wilt fall down and wor-
ship me.

10 Then saith Jesus unto him,
Get thee hence, Satan; for it is
written, Thou P shalt worship
the Lord thy God, and him
only shalt thou serve,.

2 De.6.13. 18a.7.8.

had just expressed His implicit confi-
dence in God’s word to this effect, to
give a signal proof of it now. And
again observe, he dares Him to prove

is divinity. But God’s promises are
not to the presumptuous ; nor will they
encourage presumption. As Christ
here encounters temptation for His
people, so He sets a pattern of resist-
ance, and draws for them the lessons
which are to serve them in all their
life. The angels have doubtless many
services of protection and deliverance
to perform for the righteous. They
are the pure, unfallen spirits in hea-
ven. See the case of Daniel (3. 28);
of Peter (Acts 5. 19).

7. It is written again. Christ re-
plies by another quotation of Scrip-
ture (Deut. 6. 16). To tempt means
to try—to dare. Thou shalt not pro-
vokE God by a vain foolhardiness,
and by putting His ’Fromises to arash
and daring test. This is vastly dif-
ferent from an humble trust.

8. An exceeding high mountain.
‘This is Christ’s next position in the
assault of Satan. There were loft
peaks, as Nebo (Deut. 34. 1-3), whic
commanded a most extensive view.
And here the suggestion was made to
Him of universal, temporal power.
¢« All the kingdoms of the world”
could not have been seen with the
natural eye—even the kingdoms of
Palestine—¢ in @ moment of time” (as
Luke has it), even if a point of obser-
vation could hawe been found. Nor
could even the widest view from any
knowu peak have been surveyed so

instantaneously. The temptation lay
in the foul suggestion, which Christ so
instantly repelled. The glorz of the
kingdoms (their wealth, an Ipride,
and power) was shown Him. It was
most likely, when He was on some
such commanding summit, with vast
worldly greatness lying in the view,
that this suggestior: of the adversary
wasmade. Itimplied nosin in Christ,
and it led to none. Christ had not
where to lay His head.

9. Will I give thee. Satan claimed
all earthly gﬁry as his (Luke 4. 6), to
keep or to give away, and as given to
him. Though Satan is “ the prince
of this world,” as having a temporary
dominion here, and having many sub-
jects, yet the kingdoms belong to
Christ (Ps. 22. 28), “and he is the
Governor among the nations.” “ All
power is given unto Him in heaven
and on earth.” Satan’s promises are
impious delusions., “He is a liar,
and the father of it” (John 8. 44).

10. Christ again resists, with the
Scripture. He shows from the law
g‘ll)eut. 6. 13; 10. 20), that as a man

e could not warrantably worship
any but God himself, because there
was no other proper object of religious
worship, and no man can serve two
masters (Matt. 6. 24). The first com-
mandment involves the whole law.
Even devil-wcrship is here proposed
to Christ by oflers of the world!
Even the best on earth may be assailed
by the most horrible temptations.
Ana worldly offers often involve svch
horrid things. Yet Satan succeeds
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11 Then the devil leaveth him,
and behold, angels ¢ came and
ministered unto him,

g He.1.6,14.
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12 Now when Jesus had heard
that John was ! cast into prison,
he departed into Galilee :

1 Or, delivered up.

with men in these. But ¢ whqsoever
will be a friend of the world is the
enemy of God.” We should repel
them at once, on the authority of the
Most High, and with “the sword of
the Spirit, which is the Word of God”
(Ephes. 6. 172.

11. Leaveth Him. Luke adds, “ for
a season” (ch. 4.13). There was a
victorv. But it did not annihilate
Batan, or chain him down as yet.
Only God’s covenant preserves the
Christian from the worst effects of Sa-
tan’s rage and malice, and He will
not suffer them to be tempted above
what they are able to bear. 1 Cor. 10.

serve the condescension of Christ to
be tempted for us, The holiest on
earth may fall into temptation. vs. 1,
Resistance has a gromise of success,
now, by virtue of Christ’s triumph,
Heb. 2. 17, 18; 4. 15,16. We may
expect repeated assaults and buffet-
ings. They were thrice repeated here,
and then, the devil departed only for
a season. Those especially who have
had tokens of acceptance from above,
may expect the adversary. vs. 1-2.
There is, in the Scripture, a direction
and reply for every form of Satan’s
attack (vs. 4,7, and 10), and the Word
of God is the sword of the Spirit,

13. 2 Pet. 2. 9. John 10.28,29. Ob- | vs. 11.
.Matt. | Mark. | Luke. | John.
§17. Preface to John's Gospel. « . v v v o oo eefeeee]ess |l 1-18
§ 18. Testimony of John the Baptist to Je-| .
sus.—Bethabara, or B beyond
Jordan. .. ... et e eleeee]eeetee s 119-34
§ 19. Jesus gains Disciples.—The Jordan—|
© Galidee. ... oiuoon. R P P I ) 1 2
$ 20. The Marriage at Cana of Galilee. . . |. ¢ ofeevo]. oo [2.1-12
PART IIL
Our Lord's first Passover, and the sub-
sequent transactions until the second.
Time. One year.
§ 21. At the Passover Jesus drives the tras
ders out of the temple.—Jerusalem. | - cesefeoe 21325
8 22. Our Lord’s Discourse with Nicode-
mus.—Jerusalem. . o « .« o .00 . cesfoes.f3 121
8 23. Jesus remains in Judea and baptizes.
Further testimony of John the Bap-
St vt v et s [T I . . |3.22-36
§ 24. Joux’s IMPRISONMENT AND ) . .. ... .. . .|6.17-20]3.19-20{4. 1-3
CHrisT'S DEPARTURE INTO > . . . . . . 4. 12 L
GALILEE. ¢ ¢ ¢ e v v oo v e o) conenen P A .14

12. John’s imprisonment isa leadin
event in this part of the history. It

ives, now, the avowed occasion for

krist’s commencing his public work.

This verse connec!s these two minis-
tries, and shows their relation. It
marks a period in the history, At
this impc-tant juncture, and in order
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13 And leaving Nazareth, he
came and dwelt in Capernaum,
which is upon the sea-coast, in

MATTHEW.

(A. D. 3t

the borders of Zabulon and
Nephthalim :
14 That it might be fulfilled

to keep the harmony of the subsequent
events more clearly in view, we refer
here to Parts III. and IV. of the * Sy-
nopsis.” The particulars of the Har-
mony, as they occur in the Notes,
should be compared with this table.
These memoirs of our Lord are given
by Matthew with little regard to their
order in the narrative. Hence these
Parts (III. and IV.) will need the
closer atlention.

Nore.— When a passage 1s to be
commented on lhat has already been
g:ud in the Harmony, the caplion will

Pub IN BRACKETS.—S¢é § 26, p. 47.

§ 25. Our Lord’s Discourse with the Sa-
: maritan woman. Many of the Sa-
maritans believe en Him.—Shechem

§ 27. Jesus again at Cana, where he heals
the son of a nobleman lying ill at
Capernaum.—Cana of Galilee. . . |.o o ofeeuo]e .

$ 28, Jesus AT Nazaretn. HE 1s REJKCTED,
AND DWELLS AT CAPERNAUM.. .

13. The intermediate passages show
Christ’s work of teaching and bapti-
zing in Judea. Hearing of John’s
imprisonment, He departed thence
into Galilee, where He had formerly
resided, and whence He had come to
be baftized by John (ch.3.13). In
John 4. 1-3 a further reason for this
movement is given, connected with
John’s work. It was the rumor
among the Phariseesof His works, that
led Him to retire. He had done suf-
ficiently for the time, and He would
not prematisely excite their fearsand
malice.——Y Nazareth. Hither He
first came, and here He preached.
This was the place “where He had
been brought up.” His country-
men disliked his doctrine of distin-
|’zuishing grace, and wculd not receive

{is message, but cast Him out (Luke
4. 14-30). Itis more natural lorejzct

The important point of order here to
be noted is, that Christ’s preaching ap~
pears as depending on the cessation
of that of John, This was John tie
Baptist, as distinguished from John
the Evangelist. For an aocount of
his imprisonment, see ch. 14. 3-5.
Mark 6.17-19. John had reproved
Herod for marrying his brother Phil-
ip’s wife; to do which, he had put
away his own wife, and Herodias
had put away her own husband. See
Mark 10. 12.  As John decreased Christ
increased. Thekingdom of this Her~

| od (Antipas) was Galilee and Perea.

Matt. | Mark. | Luke. | John.
4.17 11.14,15(4.14, 15[4. 4346

.|4.46-54

4.13-161. . . .14.16-31

Christ and His doctrines of grace,
than it is to love our own fles] ami
blood—¢ for neither did His brethren
believe in Him.” John 7. 5.——% Ca-~
pernaum, i. e., “the town of consola-
tion,” was situated near the N. W.
corner of the Sea of Gennesareth, or
Galilee (John 6. 17), in the confines
of the tribes of Zabulon and Neph-
thalim, in the neighbourhood of Beth-
saida, not far from the junction of the
river Jordan with the sea. It lay
N. E. from Nazareth. Zabulon and
Nephthalim were adjacent tribes,

composing a part of Galilee. (See
Gen. 49. 13. Joshua 19. 20, 32. And
see Map.) Capernaum was in the

borders or near the houndary of these
lands. Here he dwelt, passing here
most of the three years and over of
His public ministry,

14-16. This prophecy, which was
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which was spoken by Esaias the
prophet, * saying,

15 The land of Zabulon, and
the land of Nephthalim, by the
way of the sea, beyond Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles;

71a.9.1,2
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16 The people which sat in
darkness * saw great light: and
to them which sat in the region
and shadow of death, light is
spruvg up.

17 From that time Jesus began

#15.426,7. Lu.2.32

thus fulfilled, is found in Isaiah 9.1, 2.
The sense of the passage is, that the
land wrich in the former time He de-
based—the land of Zabulon and the
land of Nephthalim—the maritime
district—the country adjacent to the
sea, and beyond thergordan (or around
ils head), called “ Galilee of the Gen-
tiles” —this land he shall make, or
hath made glorious. This was the
district which first suffered in the As-
syrian invasion. This district, or

pper Galilee, was bounded N. by
Mount Lebaron and the countries of
Tyre and Sidon, W. by the Mediter-
ranean Sea, E. by Abilene, Ithurea,
and Decapolis, and S. by Lower Gal-
ilee. It was called Galilee of the Gen-
tiles (or the nations?, from its having
a more mixed population—Iless purely
Jewish than the others. Casarea
Philippi was its principal city. See
1 Kings 9. 11.—9 Sat in darkness.
This expresses spiritual blindness and
axtreme distress. They were involved
in ignorance of true religion, most
distressing and destructive, in which,
if they continued, theY must perish.
Hence it was fitly called, the regicn
and shadow of death—like the grave,
a region where moral death dwelt and
cast his dreadful shadow. The coun-
try of Galilee was noted for a turbu-
lent, coarse, rebellious, and benighted

ople. See Luke 13. 1 and 23. 6.
gshe Gospel of Christ was the great
light which had sprung up. Christ
is ¢ the true light.” John I.BPand 3.19.
1 Pet.2.9. 1John 1.5and 2. 8. Hea-
then lands—Pagan and Mohamme-
dan—may now be said o be in this
condition. Nothing but the Gospel
can enlighten them. Many of these
zountries are now open to receive it.
Yot multitudes in Christian lands,
who have the Gospel, are sitting in
darknsss, And this is the condemna-

tion. John 3. 19. Christ himself is
the great source of all the light that
men need. John 8,12, « ight of
the world.” John 1.8. Isa.42.6; 49.6.
Mal. 4. 2. Christians are describei
accordingly, as ‘“in the midst of a
crooked and perverse generation,
among whom they shine (or, smiNB
ve) as lights (or light bearers) in the
world, holding forth the word of life.?
Phil. 2. 15. Observe, that sin ana
misery go together, and Christ is the
only salvation. What a privilege is
the light of the Gospel. See lsa. 60. 2.
The most enlightened are in darkness
until Christ arise upon their souls,
Only He who commanded the light
to shine out of darkness can shine in
our hearts, 2 Cor. 4. 6.

(§26. JEsus TEACHES PUBLICLY IN

GALILEE.]
Matt. 1+ Mark. |  Luke. John.
4171 1. 14-156 | 4. 14-15 | 4.43-45
17. From that time. This calls

more direct attention to the com-
mencement of Christ’s preaching. It
was important, as connected with
John’sccasing. Buthere it is, as yet,
stated only in general terms. Hence
this announcement may be regarded
as coming in order, properly, before
the account at Nazareth (vs. 13-16).
Peter, at Casarea, after the resurrec-
tion, preaches the Gospel as “ that
word which was published througn-
out all Judea, and began from Galide
after the baptism which Jokn preached.”

cts 11. 37.——N To preach, is to pro
claim a message on a religious sub-
ject (as, “preaching :he Gospel*
Luke9. 6). &m‘st usually went about
from place to place, preaching in their
houses of worship. Luke 4. 15. Maik
4. 15, « And He taught in their syna-
gogues.” ¢ He went about teachirg
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to preach, and to saﬁ, Repent:t
for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand.

18 And Jesus walking by the
sea of Galilee, saw two breth-
ren, Simon * called Peter, and
Andrew his brother, casting a
net into the sea: for they were
fishers.

tc.3.2; 10.7. % Jno.1.42.

"MATTHEW.,

[A.D.31

19 And he saith unto them.
Follow me, and I will make
you- fishers of men.

20 And they straightway left *
their nets, and followed him.

21 And going on froin thence,
he saw other two brethren, =
James the son of Zebedee, and
John his brother, in a ship with

v Lu5.10. 1C0.9.20-22. 2Co0.12.16. 1t Mar 10
v.28-31. % Mar.1.19,20.

in their synagogues, and preaching
the gospel of the kingdom.” Matt.
4. 23. Mark 1. 14— Repent. He
commanded them to repent. This is
1o turn from former views, and trusts,
and ways of wickedness, and embrace
His doctrines and practice. Mark
has it, « The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at hand: repent
re, and believe the gospel.” Ch. 1. 15.
inners should repent because God
commands it, and because all sin is
heinous and ruinous, and because re-

ntance toward God is their highest
mterest and duty. Christ used a Gos-
pel motive. Repent, because the Gos-
pel of the kingdom is preached, and
{ree forgiveness is proclaimed. Be-
cause this method of grace, with its
dispensation of the Spirit, is here at
hand, they should turn to it from their
sins and errors. It was a? hand, as
He was then announcing it and set-

ting it up. This command must still.

be preached to all, for God “now
commandeth all men every where tc
repent. Acts17. 30. Men are to be-
lieve the gospel ; that is, they are to re-
ceive with thankfulness and confi-
dence the glad tidings of atonement
and pardon by Christ. Faith is re-
quired of men, not as & mitigated
task-work—not at all as a perform-
ance—but as the only means of receiv-
ing the great salvation, which has
been freely and fully provided in
Christ. Repentance is demanded, not
as a meritorious service, but as a
hearty response to this gspel news;
not as a price wherewith w ohtain the

hope, but as the necessary * flacing

Sor refuge to luy hold on the hope set be
fore us.”” 'This secures a new life.

$'29. THE caLL oF SiMoN PETER AND
ANDREW, AND OF JAMES AND JOHN,
WITH THE MIRACULOUS DRAUGHT OF
FISHES.—Near Capernaum.

Matt. Mark, Luke.
4.18-22 11.16-20 | 5.1-11

18, T%he Sea of Galilee. This sheet
of water lies near the sources of the
Jordan, bordering on Galilee. 1t is
also called the Sea of Chinnereth

Numbers 34. 11), and in the New

'estament, the Sea of Galilee (Matt
4. 18), the Sea of Tiberias (John 21
1), and the Sea or Lake of Gennesa-
ret or Gennesareth (Luke 5. 1),
which last is buat a variation of the
Hebrew name. Its length is about
eleven or twelve miles, and its breadth
from five to six. For the calling of
the four apostles, Simon and Andrew
(brothers), and James and Jobn (broth
eﬁ), see Luke ch. 5——T Simon
calied Peter (or Cephas)— Peter being
the Greek word for a stone, and Ce
ghas being the Syriac for the same,

ohn 1.42. Here the four are spoken
of as called in the same counexion,
Luke has mentioned only the two,
without denying of the other two. A
comparison of the narratives shows a
striking harmony, which argues for
their respective veracity. By Mat-
thew they are spoken of as casting a
net into the sea. Luke tells how they
cast the net at Christ’s bidding. Mat.
thew speaks of James and John mend-
ing their nets. Luke tells how they

John,



A.D. 31}

Zebedee their father, mending

their nets ; and he called them.

22 And they immediately left

the ship and their father, and

followed him.

23 And Jesus went about all
| yc.9.35. Ludls.
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Galilee, teaching ! in theirsyns- -
gogues, and preaching the gos-
pel * of the kingdom, and healin
all manner of sickness, and al
manner of disease* among the
people.

£c.24.14. Mar.T 14. aPs.1033 €.8.16,17.

were broken by the exceeding draught.
And Luke tells us that Christ saw
1wo ships, ch. 5. 2, and that these pairs
of brothers were partners (ch. 5. 7).
It was not of chance that Christ met
these, who should be his apostles.
Who can doubt that the Shepherd
was out seeking His sheep ?

19. Follow me. This was the brief
but significant command which Christ
commonly gave to those whom He
called as disciples. As they wereen-
gaged in their ordinary business, this
called them to accompany Christ at
whatever sacrifice, and to become
His steadfast followers. They were
first effectually called as disciﬂles,
and then made apostles (Mark 3.
13-19). See( 40, p.52. They became,
by His appointment, fiskers of men,
as it was their business to preach the
gospel, and to win souls to Christ.
(See Jer. 16.16.) “ Thou shalt catch
men;” Luke 5. 10; that is, “draw
men over to the gospel.” Christ’s
ministers must first be Christians.
The office has no such virtue as can
dispense with piety.

. They complied straightway—
hinmediately. See Ps. 119.6%1 Their
nets were ‘their means of livelihood.
This was an effectual calling. And we
are to learn from their promptitude, to
follow instantly at Christ’s call,whether
it be to ithe great duty of repentance,
or to any particular work. We are
required to leave all and follow Christ.
That is, to let nothing keep us back
from Christ, or divert our interest
from Him. And we are to follow
His direction in all duty, and His
Flan of salvation by grace alone, and
1is holy example in all things,

21. John hisbrother. This was ¢ the
oc.oved disciple.”——S Witk Zebedee
thexr father. Oncomparing this verse

5

with ch. 8. 21, ch. 20. 20, and ch. 26. 55,
itisinferred thatthere isan undesigned
coincidence, which attests the veracity'
of the evangelist. Now Zebedee ie
alive; but the next passage quoted
shows that one of the disci;zs (few as
yet) had lost his father, and wished
to bury him; and the next passages
cited speak of « the mother of Zebedee’s
children,” showing incidentally that
the father had died.—See Diunt’s Ve-

racity.

Qt'g.yLeft the ship amd their fathert
Luke has it, *“ When they had brough,
their ships to land” (ch. 5. 11).
Christ’s call is superior to that of
business, and His authority is higher
even than that of a parent. 'We must
obey Fod rather than men, We are
even promised rewards, here and
hereafter, for such a forsaking ot
friends and possessions, where this is
the only choice. Matt. 19.29. This
is not to induce disobedience in chil-
dren, or to encourage disrespect to pa-
rents. A needless and headstrong
resistance of parental authority, even
in religious things, is to be condemned.
Yet it will sometimes be the effect of
true religion in a family to separate
the membership, In Matt. 10.35, it is
declared by Christ, as a foreseen re-
sult of His work, that He has come
‘“to set a man at variance against
his father,” &c. Where there is no
way left, but either to forsake pa-
rents or to forsake Christ, we are tc
part with father and mother rather
than with the Saviour. It is not
often, in a Christian land, that chil-
dren, who act kindly and discreetly in
following Christ, are driven to for-
sake their parents for Him. They
should seek to show the excellence of
their religion, and win their parents
to the Saviour.
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24 And his faime went through- | unto him all sick people that
out ull Syria : and they brought | were taken with divers diseases

Matt. | Mark. | Lvke. | John.

§ 30. The healing of a demoniac in the

Synagogue.—Capernaum. . . . . .

... . [1.21-28/4.31-37

§ 31. The healing of Peter’s wife’s mother,

and many others.—Capernaum. .

3.14-17|1.29-34/4.32 41]

§ 32 Jesus, witH HIs DIsCIPLES, GOES FROM
CAPERNAUM THROUGHOUT GALILEE. . [4.23-25]1.35-39|4.42-44

23. This was a second circuit in
Galilee. The third is recorded, Matt.
9. 35. The day after healing Peter’s
wiie’s mother (§ 31), He wentouttoa
retired place for prayer. Mark 1. 35.
— Sunagogue, is so called from a
Greek word, sunagogc, meaning an
assembly.  Our word “ hurch” has, in
the Greek, a similar derivation from
a word meaning to call out from, and
so to gather into a body, a separate
community. This place of worship,
in oar Saviour’s time, was not of any
recent establishment among the Jews,
Liule is said about synagogues in the
Old Testament. There were ¢ high
places,” spoken of commendably, as
18am.9.19,2and 10. 5. 13, 1 Kings 3. 4,
&c., which may have been the svna-
gogues. The temple was the excla-
sive place for sacrificing. But for
keeping the Sabbath as a day of holy
convocation (Psalm 26. 12 and 68. 26),
in different communities, and for cele-
brating tnose solemnities obligatory,
besides the three festivals at Jerusa-
«em, must there not have been syna-
gogues—places of worship—else must
they not have lost the law, the Sab-
bath, and theirreligion? In thesyna- !
gogue service, the Old Testament was |
read and expounded, and prayer was
offered. The books of Moses, and

part of the prophetic hooks, were sys-
{ematically read through each year.
These were the parisn churches in ;
our Saviour's time, Chkrist found .
them in universal nse. Nearly five |
hundred of them were in the single

city of Jerusalem before it was destroy-
ed by the Romans. It is not wonder-
ful that the Christian church, which
our Lerd institited, should have been
constructed aster this model, and not .

after that of the temple. He attended
with the apostles at these churcies,
and there they addressed the people
fiom the Scriptures read. Luke 4.
15-23. Acts 13.14,15. The greatad-_
vantage derived from the synagogues
was the preservation of the true religi
amony the people. ‘The law was thus
preserved, and the Sablath, and all
the institutions of their religion. The
truths of Scripture were circulated
among the peovple by this means,
where otherwise they must have been
kept back. Hence we find tbat in
Ezra’s time a reformation in thi
respect was needed, because the peo-
ple had been without their houses of
worship and habits of worship during
the captivity. Nehem. ch. 8.—
W Gospel of the kingdom. By this is
meant, that guspel which proclaims
the reign of Christ, and by the preach-
ing of which the kingdom of Christ
is set up and established among men.
The gospel belongs to this kingdom.
as the grand feature of this new dis-
Rensalion. The coming of this king-
om was mainly in the preaching and
power of the gospel among men.——
¥ Teacking. Instructing—expound-
ing the Scripture; which was done
in a sitting posture, after it had been
read standing. He taught them the
law, and preached to them the gospel.
He healed the sick by -the viord of
His power, to give proof of the gra.
cious nature and Divine authority of
His work.

24. Syria. In the New Testament
it is the name of the Roman province
Matt. 4. 24. Luke 2. 2. Acts 15. 23,
1, and 18. 18, and 20. 3. and 21. 3.
Gal. 1. 21), which was governed by
Presidents, and to which Pheniciz
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and torments, and those which
were possessed with devils, and
those which were lunatic, and
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those that had the palsy; and
he healed them.
25 And there followed him

and, with slight interruption, Judea
also were attached. It included the
country between the Euphrates and
the Mediterranean, from the moun-
tains of Taurus and Amanus in the
N., to the desert of Suez and the bor-
ders of Egypt on the S. Mark (1.28)
reads, “ into the country surroundsng
Galilee.” —Y Lunatic. Those afflict-
ed with epilepsy or a mental derange-
ment, which was su &osed to increase
with the increase ofp € moon—moon-
struck. Hence our word has a Latin
derivation from lunra, which signifies
the ;moon, and the Greek term here is
similarly derived.——9Y The palsy. A
pardysis, either of the whole systcm
or of one side, or of the trunk and
limbs, or a cramp or contraction and
stiffening of the parts. Various dis-
eases of this nature are included under
this term in the New Testament, It
is known at the East as a very fear-
ful and fatal disease, which termi-
nates suddenly after the most rack-
ing pains.——9% Possessed with devils.
Some are fond of making this a mere

pular theory, and one which our
g(;viour and his apostles only chose
not to contradict—speaking of dis-
eases as though they were from a pos-
session of evil spirits. But Jesus ad-
dresses the demons as such (Matt. 8.
32 Mark 5. 19. Luke 4. 35). So
does Paul. Acts 16, 18. Jesus bids
them be silent, Mark 1. 25—todepart
and enter no more into the person.
Mark 9. 25. See Luke 10. 18, and the
context; and Mart. 12. 25—context;
and Matt. 12. 49, 44—context; in all
which places the demons are spuken
of, in connexion with Satan, as sa-
tanic beings, and their nature is ex-
plained. The New Testament wri-
ters distinguished between the dis-
eased and the demoniacs. Mark 1. 32.
Luke 6. 17, 18. And Jesus himself
does so. Matt. 10. 8. The demons
gnew Christ to be the Son of God.
Matt. 8. 29. Mark 1.24; 5. 7. And
‘“the Christ.” Luke 4. 41. The de-

moniacs confess that they were pos-
sessed with demons. Mark 5. 9. So
do their relatives. Matt. 15. 22. The
sacred writers assert that such were
brought unto Jesus, Matt. 4. 24. Mark
1. 32—or met Him. Luke 8. 27. Je-
sus commands them not to make Him
known as Messiah. Mark1.24. Here-
buked them. Matt. 17.18. The evan-
gelists declare that the demons depart-
ed from the victims at His command.
Maut. 17. 18. Mark 9.25, 26. Luke 4.
35; 11. 14. And Christ himself so
asserts. Luke 13. 32. To the demons
themselves were ascribed personal
acts. They spake, conversed, asked
questions, gave answers, asserted their
personal knowledge of Christ, and
their dread of Him. Matt. 8.29. Luke
8.28. They are spoken of as having
locomotion ; changing their locality 3
going out of one person d; an

entering into other bodies. Matt. 8,
32. This only shows us what influ.
ence over men is held by the grince
of the power of the air; and Christ,
by this means, exhibited His supre-
macy over the legions of darkness,
Christ kealed the people by miraculous
power, and this power He exerted to
attest His divinity, and to prove
His claims and work. ¢ Believe me
for the very works’ sake” (John 14.
11).——A miracle, is a supernatural
work—an effect produced above, or
against the laws of nature—requirin

the same Divine power as institute

those laws, to suspend or contravene
them. Christ wrought miracles &y
His own power, and this proved Him
to be God. The apostles wrought
miracles in His name, Acts 3. 6, which
also attested His divinity as the
source of their work. The argnment
is, that a miracle is of God, and
that this stamp of Divine prerog-
ative would not be set upon any doc-
trines or claims that were false,
Hence, a miracle wrought, as the
raising of Lazarus from the grave by a
word, efter several days’ burial—or of,
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great multitudes® of people from
- Galilee, and from Decapolis,
and from Jerusalem, and from
Judea, and from beyond Jor-

dan.
b Lu.6.17,19.

MATTHEW.

[A. D, 3L

CHAPTER V.
ND seeing the multitudes,
he went up into a moun-
tain : and when he was set, his
disciples came unto him.

the widow’s son from the bier—or the
feeding of thousands from a few
loaves — was sufficient proof of
Christ’s word and work, and this has
always been a leading external evi-
dence of Christianit{: How gracious
is the work of our Lord. He would
heal diseases, to show how He came
to take away the curse.

25. Decapolis. From deka—ten, and
polis—city ; designating, not the coun-
try, but certain ten cities, which re-
sembled each otherin being inhabited
mostly by Gentiles, and in having pe-
culiar Institutions and privileges,
Pliny gives the list—Damascus, Phil-
adelphia, Raphana, Scythopolis, Ga-

dara, Gerasa, Hippos, Dion, Pella
Canatha. But authors are not agreeti
as to all these. In the time of our
Lord, the Decapolitan towns were not
far from the Sea of Galilee (Mark 5.
20; 7. 31). They were mostly, if not
altogether, east of Jordan.

f these ¢ great multitudes,” few,
Frohably, were true disciples. Most
ollowed Him for curiosity, from the
novelty of His teachings and doings.
Afler this we find our Lord at Caper-
naum and elsewhere, healing and
working miracles, calling Matthew,
and afterward choosing the twelve, and
on that occasion delivering His Sermon
on the Mount. Note the Harmony,

§ 33. The healing of a leper.—Galilee. . . .
§ 34. The healing of a paralytic.—Caper-

MAUM. o oo o osaecasoans
§ 35. The call of Matthew.—Capernaum.

PART 1V.

Our Lord's second Passover, arnd the sub-
sequent transactions until the third.

Time. One year.

§ 36.. The pool of Bethesda; the healing of
the infirm man ; and our Lord’s sub-
sequent discourse.—Jerusalem. . . | . oo {0 o|.. .

§ 37. The Disciples pluck the ears of grain
on the Sabbath—on the way to Galilee.

§ 38. The healing of the withered hand on

the Sabbath.— Galilee. .

Lake of Galilee. . ......

§ 41, 'I'ne SerMoN oN THE MounTt.—Near Ca-

pernaum. . .

CHAPTER V.

o ..

§ 39. Jesus arrives at the Sea of Tiberias,
‘ and is followed by multitudes.—
§ 40. Josus withdraws to the Mountain and
chooses the Twelve~the multitudes
follow him.—Near Capernaum. . . | . .

Matt.
8.2-4

9.2-8
9.9

Mark. | Luke.
1.40-455.12-16

2.1-12 15.17-26
2.13-14/5.27-28

John.

. 15.1-47
12.1-8
12.9-14

2.23-28(6.1-5
3.1-6 |6.6-11

12.15-21(3.7-12

. . [3.13-19/6.12-19

5.1t08.1 6.20-49
these chapters. Chorist, meanwhile,

1. It must be observed that some | has wrought miracles, recorded by tne
space of historv has intervened between | other vrangelists, as seen in the Har-
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2 And he opened his mouth,
and taught them, saying,*

3 Blessed are the poor ¢ in
cLu.6.20,&c. d1s.57.15; 66.2.
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spirit : ¢ for theirs is the king-
dom of heaven,
4 Blessed are they that mourn:
eJa.26.

mony, viz., at Jerusalem, Caperna-
- um, and elsewhere in Galilee (§ 33to
40). He has called Matthew, and
as chosen the twelve.—— The multi-
tudes. These are not those mentioned
in verse 25, preceding, but other multi-
tudes, spoken of in Matt. 12. 15, 21, and
Mark 3. 7, 12. See§39,p. 52. The
common mistake on such points,
shows how important it is to study
this evangelical history karmonized,
and not as though it were a consecu-
tive record of events. This dis-
course of our Lord is commonly
known as ¢ the Sermon on the Mount,”
because it was a set discourse, exposi-
tory of the law and the gospel, pro-
nounced by Him from the slope or
summit of a hill, in the suburbs of
Capernaum.—— His disciples are now
ken of as a class who had become
is regular attendants and followers.
All the multitude were not His disci-
ples, yet He meant to instruct them,
and especially His followers.—
Y When he was set. 'This was the cus-
tom of the Jewish doctors, who sa¢, in
token of their authority.

2. Opened hismouth. This hints of
a weighty doctrine, and a special dis-
course, (See Job 3. 1. Acts 8. 35).
Christ here set forth the spiritual na-
ture of His kingdom, and its accord-
ance with the true spirit of the law
and prophets.

3. Blessed. 'This is Christ's bene-
diction. It supposes His authority to
bless. Such are kappy who are blessed
of Him, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. This includes all the gospel
blessings—‘grace, mercy, and peace.”
~——9 Poor in spirit. Luke says,
Blessed be ye poor, or the poor (6. 20).
These things are often connected. A
gracious poverty of spirit is remarked
as being associated, in God’s l)lans of
grace, with poverty of worldly lot.
“For he hath chosen the poor of this
world, rich in faith.” And there are
facilities noticed i:l Seripture which

b

such have for salvation (Matt. 19. 23,
Zeph. 3. 12. Luke 18. 24. Ps. 10. 14),
though often the poorest are the proud-
est—for true religion is not the growth
of outward circumstances, Worldly
goverty cannot produce piety. This
isposition here called “BLEssED,” is
that Aumility which is characteristic
of Christians—that lowliness and
meekness which Christ himself pat-
terned for us in the flesh, and which
we are exhorted to pué on, and to be
clothed with. 1t is unpretending—not
boastful of desert before God—sub-
missive to His will and plan, and the
opposite of high looks and high
mindedness. This would show that
His gospel makes the lowly, who are
judged badly off, truly happy. Such
are “ blessed”—or happy, as the term
more literally is. They are Aappy in
the nature of the case,and Christ pro-
nounces them blessed, as His benedic-
tion. This is a vital element of
Christian character.—— For theirs.
Such Aave the kingdom of heaven
already set up in their hearts.  He
that believeth kath everlasting life,”
and to such Christ accords the ben-
efits of His kingdom (Ps. 132. 15,
and 138. 6). Men should be humble
because they are frail and empty, an
in the hands of God; because they
have nothing sure, but are liable to
adversity and death; and because
they are sinners, and deserve nothing
but wrath. Besides, the truly ham-
ble have the greatest blessings prom-
ised them ; even that with them God
himself dwelletk, as in His honoured
and favoured abode. Poverty can be
a blessing only, as leading us to such
durable riches and righteousness. Ps.
9. 185 10. 14; 68. 10; 69. 32; 72.4;
107. 41; 140. 12, Matt, 11. 5. James
2. 5. «“He giveth grace unto the

‘humble.” James 4. 6. This poverty

of spirit is not a mere melancholy, or
a mere sanctimony, but the very es-
sence of inward piety, which is most
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f for they shall 'be comfort-
ed.s

J1s.6138. Eze.7.16. & Jna.16.20. 2 Cor.1.7.

MATTHEW.

[A.D.31

5 Blessed are the meek: for
they b shall inherit the earth.
h Ps.37.11,

opposite to the self-sufficiency and
pride of nature. It may be assumed
and counterteited, but can be reall
had only by the Spirit of the Lord.
The characteristic temper and style
of the poor man, applied to spiritual
things, gives the portrait of a true
Christian.

4. They that mourn. Primarily,
those who mourn for their sins. Af-
fliction and earthly sorrow do not give
claim to the Divine favour, as some
would think. Any cup, however bit-
ter in this life, can never entitle us to
comfort in the life to come. Some
think they have had their share of
evil things here, and they look on this
account for haipiness hereafter. But
this is a false hope. The mourning
cannot fall short of a godly sorrow to
be blessed. Yet mourners, who in their
affliction look for relief and comfort
w0 Him who speaks the promises,
shall find consolation. 1t is blessed to
mourn for sin, not because this merits
anything—as though penance and

nitence were deserving of God’s

ove, or even of forgiveness—but be-

cause such a sense of sin comports
with God’s own estimate of it, and so
falls in with His method of salvation
by a Redeemer. It bewails and flees
from sin, and looks for a Saviour from
its penalties and power.——9¥ They
shall be comforted with the grateful ti-
dings of pardon, and news of salva-
tion in the gospel (ch. 11. 28-30).
And Christ here sets forth this as one
of the peculiar benefits of His regard.
Christians are blessed when they
mourn in affliction, because they have
the Comforter (John 14. 26, &c.), the
Holy Ghost, to take of the things
of Christ and show them unto them.
Christ would show that his gospel can
give a happiness to mourning itself—
arare plan that can turn stones to
gold (Rom. 5. 3, 5). His sufferings
and sorrows have made ours sacred
and sweet. See Isaiah 40. 1, 2.

B, The meek. The unresentful, and

patient under abuse. This is not in-
sensibility to our just claims, but a
subdued temper that is enjoined. See
John 18. 23, where Christ contended
for His rights; and Acts 16. 37, where
Paul strenuously demanded his. Mo-
ses was the Old Testament pattern of
meekness (Numb. 12. 3). Israel mur-
mured at him for bringing them out
of Egypt to die in the wilderness, but
he bore it meekly, and prayed for
them. We should ¢ show aB meekness
unto ail men, for we ourselves were
also sometime foolish, disobedient,”
&c. Titus 3. 23. But Christ is the
great model of this grace. He repre-~
sents himself in this attractive char-
acter, Matt. 11. 19, “I am meek and
lowly in heart.” The passionsof our
evil nature are to be restrained toward
our fellow-men. His yoke is to be
taken upon us, and so we “shall find
rest to our souls.”——9 Inkerit the
earth—or the land; alluding to the
land of promise, which was Canaan
of old, comprehending all good in the
eye of the Jews, Theland of promise
now, is the inheritance of the promises,
including all good here, and heaven
itself hereafter. Though the meek
give up their rights sometimes, rather
than contend, yet they get more by in-
heritance—the earth—the land. This
is rest—a single term for the whole
world of benefits and blessin As
to temporal things, the meek man
has an advantage in his equanimity
and ce. He saves himself the
treubles that come from hot haste and
strife. An inward satisfaction in his
Christian hope is the world to him.,
A man that will resent every affront,
will never lack affronts to resent.
He will always be unhappy. Prov.
22. 24, 25; 15. 1; 25. 8, 15. The
same promise is found in Psalm 37.
11. The true Christian temper is the
only security for earthly ha;'??iness.
6. Hunger and thirst. his ex-
presses a very earnest and ardent de-
sire. This is Scripture usage. Ps. 42
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6 Blessed are they which do

hunger and thirst after right-
eousness : for ! they shall be
filled.

1 Ps.145.19. 15.65.13.
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7 Blessed gre the merciful :
for) they shell obtain mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure int
heart : for they shall see God.

J Poal1 2 kPadd34. Hel214. 1Jn0.328

1,2; 63.1,2. Those who ardently
pursue and earnestly seek after right-
eousness, as men naturally strive to
satisfy hunger and thirst, shall be
filled. This is the principle of the
gospel dispensation. ¢ He satisfieth
the longing soul, and filleth the hun-
gry soul with goodness.” This long-
ing, says Augustine, is the dilating
of the vessel that it may contain the
more. Righteousness, understood ei-
ther as godly living or as justification
with God, should be most strenuously
longed for, because it is the highest

ossible good. The righteousness of

hrist is our only hope, and holiness
is our true happiness. They who do
not so long for righteousness must be
quite content with their character and
standing before God, and they seek
no Saviour. — ¥ Shall be filled.
They who strongly desire holiness
and pardon, shall most assuredly be
supplied, because all God’s vast ar-
rangements of grace are for this end.
He has blessings abundantly to give,
and it is most agreeable to all His
counsels, and Pgla.ns, and promises, to
give freely. o desire, therefore, of
the human heart is so sure of being
met and filled as this. Luke 1.53. Isa.
55, and 65. 13. Jno. 4. 14; 6.35; 7.
37, 38. Ps. 17. 15. Such are filled in
this life with a gratification of their de-
vout wishes. They receive of Christ’s
fulness, grace for grace. They are
enabled 1o fulfil duty, and shall have
the pasture that Christ gives. Rom.
14. 17. Jno. 4. 34. Coup. Matt. 3. 15.
And hereafter they shall be filled with
salvation, and triumph, and all bless-
edness. Theinvitation now is,*Come,
buy and eat, without money and with-
out price.” lsa. 55. 1. « pen thy
mouth wide, and I will fill it.”

7. The merciful. They who take
a share in the sorrows of others.
Though it would seem to increase
their own troubles, yet God gives a

blessing to go with it, that can make
it, contrary to all worldly opinions, a
source of happiness. To our fellow-
men who are in distress we should
show mercy, accounting such as we
meet in affliction to be our neighbours,
¢ Blessed is he that considereth the
poor, the Lord wll deliver him in
time of trouble” (Ps. 41.1). Matt.
10. 42. A cup of cold water to a dis-
ciple shall not lose its reward.—
¥ Shall obtain mercy. Such shall ob-
tain mercy from God, not onlf', but
from man also, whom God will dis-
pose to compassionate such in their
times of distress, Mere benevolence
to our fellow-men can never gain us
pardon of sin and salvation with
God. We cannot so merit heaven.
But God will, in providence, reward
with mercy those who show mercy.
Ps. 37.26." And when benevolence is
exercised out of love to God (Ps. 112,
15), in thankfulness for His distin-
%uishing tavours, and in imitation of
hrist, it will be regarded as done on
His account. And he that giveth to
the r on such principle, will be
considered as lending to the Lord
(Prov. 19.17). Our Lord has taught
us to show mercy, by an instructive
parable of the good Samaritan, Luke
10. 35; and of the two servants, Matt.
18. 23. 'What mercy has He shown
to us all. They who so constantly
experience the mercies of God, should
be mercitul to their fellow-men. And
it is a disposition the most important
to cuitivate. Hence Christ’s arrange-
ment for the church—* The poor ye
have always with you, and whenso-
ever ye will, ye may do them good”
(Mark 14. 7). It is mcre blessed to
give than to receive. Acts 20 35
Our reward is mercy, and not wages,
A true Christian cannot be unmerci-
ful. The overbearing, and severe,
and heartless, have no promise here,
8. Pure in heart. (As opposed ta
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9 Blessed are the 1peacema-
kers : for they shall be called the
children of God.

10 Blessed are they which are

I Ps.34.14.

MATTHEW.
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persecuted for righteousness’ =
sake : for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.
11 Blessed are ye, when men
m1Pe.3.13,14.

the ‘mock purity of the Pharisees.)
Those whose thoughts, feelings, mo-
tives, and principles are pure. If onl
the outward condact should be guard-
ed and governed by the gospel, the
kingdom would but very partially
come. This purity of heart is the
distinction of true Christians. How-
ever men may pretend to it, and flat-
ter themselves of having it, none are
righteous by nature, no not one. Rom.
3.10. The Spirit of God alone can
cleanse the heart. Ps. 51. Christ
purifies unto himself a peculiar peo-
le, zealous of good works, and this
gle does by sending the Holy Ghost
into their hearts. A person may be
pure in his conduct to the eye of man,
and not pure in heart to the eye of
God. So a man may be pure in
heart, and do what is wrong uninten-
tionally. But to be good at heart,
and wicked in life, is impossible.
¢ By their fruits ye shall know them”
(See ch. 7. 20).——9 They shall see
God, as a friend into whose presence
they shall come (Rev. 32. 4). Tt was
counted a privilege and honour,
among eastern nations, to see the face
of kings—to “stand before kings,”
Prov. 22.29, and to stand in the king’s
presence. 2 Kings 25. 19, margin.
To see God, includes the blessedness of
knowing Him here, and of being
« ever with the Lord” hereafter. «To
lift up the face of one,” is a common
ebrew expression for acquittal and
approval in judgment. So these shall
be pronounced the people of God at
the judgment day. See Heb. 13. 14.
Theyshall be admitted to favour. His
sceptre shall be stretched out. See
Esther5.2. In the East, where mon-
archs were seldom seen, and seldomer
apprecached by their subjects, it is no
wonder that an introduction to them
sheould have been an image of high
Eonour and happiness. (Bloomfield.)
Our word sincere, is derived from the

Latin, signifying without waz, allud-
ing to honey that has no admixture
of the comb.

9. The peacemakers. Those who,
‘“as much as lieth in them, live
peaceably with all men,” and also
seek by all means to promote peace
among others. There are such who
strive to conciliate where there is va-
riance, and who are noted as the
healers of many a breach. They
often encounter the reproach of their
fellow-men, but they have this prom-
ise from God.—9% shall be
called the children of God—partakers
of His nature who is ¢the God of
peace.” (See Rom. 15. 33. 2 Cor. 13.
11.) This is on the ground, that any
genuine likeness to God indicates the
new creature. The temper is lovely
in itself. But the motives and prin-
ciples must be God-like. 'We should
live peaceably because we are all sin-
ners. Christians are commanded to
show all meekness unto all men, be.
cause they also were once foolish, &ec.
(Titus 3. 2). A peaseable temper
and example, springing from peace
with God, will do much to cultivate
peaceableness around us; and Chris-
tians are enjoined to follow peace
with all men (Heb. 12. 14); and by
all means in their power to have men
make their peace with God.

10. Persecuted. This is what the
Christian is led to expect. “All
that will live godly in Christ Jesus
shall suffer persecution” (2 Tim. 3.12).
‘“Marvel not, my brethren, if the
world hate you.” Yet more. To be
followed with abuse, and to have men
seek to do them injury, because of
their religion, or their performance
of duty, is the lot of the righteous
often. But it must be truly for right-
eousness’ sake, and not- for the sake
of ambitious plans, cxr strange dce-
frines, or censorious language, or
proud and exclusive pretensions, if
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shall revile you, and persecute
you, and shall say all manner
of evil against you ! falsely, for
my sake,
12 Rejoice, and be exceeding
glad: for great is your reward®
1Lying. n2Co.4.17.

the promise annexed would be secured.
If men are really persecuted for right-
eousness’ sake, they must be truly
righteous; and so it may be said that
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
'They have the kingdom of grace set
up in their hearts, and through faith
and patience they shall inherit the
promises.

11. Revile you. Tosayhard and bit-
ter things of you—cast reproaches
upon you—set you out as vile—give
you a vile character -this is a kind
of persecution. Calumny, hard speech-
es, and mockery are here meant, and
these Christ suffered. But He reviled
not again (1 Pet.2.23). We ought
not to court abuse, or to glory in it, as
though it were necessarily a credit.
Nor is it allowable to speak dispar-
agingly of men with a view to their
disparagement, even though we may
speak the truth, Yet if a bad charac-
<er is given us, and not falsely, but in
truth, we have ourselves to blame

1 Pet. 2. 20). And in such case

ere is no comfort for us in this bless-
irg. If our names are cast out as
evil for Christ’s sake, in performance
of plain duty, and because we follow
Christ, then we are blessed in the
consciousness of rectitude, and in the
promise of Divine favour. Augus-
tine says, “It is the cause which
makes the martyr.” Our only com-
fort under roaches’ and accusa-
tions of men 1is, that they are false,
and suffered in Christ’s cause, and as
He suffered them in the way of duty,
and with a Christian spirit of meek-
ness and love. But it is no certain
mark of a good cause that it meets
with strong opposition.

12. Rejoice and (exult). Thereward
is at hand, not as though it were in
payizent of dekt, but all of grace
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in heaven' for so persecuted
they the prophets which were
before you.

13 Ye are the salt ° of the
earth: but if the salt have lost
his savour, wherewith shall it

0 Mar.9.50.

which shall crown the sufferings of
the Christian with great glory, and
with all that shall abundantly recome
pense him. ‘ Take my servants, the
prophets, which have spoken in the
name of Christ, as an example” (Jas.
5. 10).——9 The prophets were the re-
ligious teachers of the Jews, and were
sent by God with special messa,
and predictions to the people. But
the Jews persecuted them. So Christ
complained—« O Jerusalem, Jerusa-
lem, thou that killest the prophets,”
&c. Ch. 24, 37. See the case of Eli-
jah (1 Kings18.17; 19. 1-18; 21.20);
Elisha (2 Kings 2. 23); Jeremiah
SJer. 20.2,10; 26. 8-15; 32.3; 37.

1-15; 38. 4-13); Daniel (Dan. 6. 1~
17), who was persecuted for speakin
the plain truth. And Christ testifi
that the people hated Him because
He told them the truth (John 8. 40);
and they even sought to kill Him,
They stoned Him—drove Him out of
their midst—falsely accused Him—-.
and finally scourged and ecrucified
Him, on this avowed account. And
the wicked take such offence at the
truth being told to them, because j%
condemns them, and would make
them discontented with themselves,
We should behave respectfully and
kindly toward those who tell us of our
sins and faults.

13. The salt. Salt has the quality
of preserving and purifying what
would otherwise rot. It also gives
savour or relish to food—seasoning it.
It has also a penetrating power.
Christ applied His discourse now to
the apostles, to whom the dispensing
of religious doctrines would soon be
committed. It would be their part to
“ salt the earth,” not to infect it with a
depraved and vicioustaste. So Chris.
tians should cast a healthful savour
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be salted ? it is thenceforth good
for nothing, but to be cast out,
and to be trodden under foot of
men,

MATTHEW.
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14 Ye are the light » of the
world. A city that is set onan
hill cannot be hid.

15 Neither do men light a can-

» Ph.2.16.

of true piety around them, maintain-
ing sound doctrine, sober conduct
and conversation, and earnest prayer,
which would tend to preserve and puri-
fy the world. The church should be to
society what salt is to daily food.
The church is the only adequate
means for preserving the world from

destruction. The gospel ministry
salts the earth. The offerings or the
altar were salted with salt. Leviticus

2. 13.——9 Lost kis savour—or qual-
ity. This would often be the case
with salt, such as was used at the
East. It was taken out of mines,
mixed with much foreign substance,
and when exposed to the elements
would lose its saltness, and would
thenceforth be good for nothing but
for hardening paths, and for being trod-
den under foot of men. Christians
are like this, when they have lost their
humility and life, and do not show
any power in their religion, Then
the case is excessively bad. Like
rotten branches on the vine, men
ather them and cast them into the
ire, and they are burned. “Men
cast them out.” They do no good any
longer, and are only a reproach to
Christ’s cause, and an irreparable
damage is done. Young Christians
may so live as to grow in grace, and
gain great maturity and power in
their religious course, by hungering
and thirsting after righteousness, and
by pressing forth constantly to the
things that are before—overcoming
the world by their faith, and winning
others by their humble piety. «Let
your speech be alway with grace,
seasoned with salt.” C‘:ol. iv. g—
¥ Good for nothing. ‘The loss of the
salt, or genuine spirit of Christianity,
cannot be supplied by any expedient
whatsoever; and whatever the pro-
fession of such, they are utterly worth-
\uss, jusipid, rotten. Luke 14. 35,

14. The ight of the world. 'This is

spoken of Christians generally, and
of Christian ministers® especially.
‘They are not the original and true
light. This Christ is (John 1); as
distinct from any messenger, as John
the Baptist. “John was the lamp,
and Christ the light; as John was
the voice, and Christ the Word."—Au-~
gustine. Light enables us to see per-
sons and things, and shows us the
world around—our path, our dangers
and prospects—and helps us to dis-
criminate. Christians are said .to
shine in the midst of' a crooked and
perverse generation, as lights in the
world, holding forth the word of life.
They are “light in the Lord” (Ephes,
5.8). Itis by maintaining the truth,
and exemplifying true piety, and rep-
resenting the way to heaven, that
Christ’s people are luminaries. They
receive their light from Christ, and
should show it by good works and a
manifest sincerity. They should la.
bour to diffuse it.—The Jews applied
this title to their Rabbins, and among
the Greeks and Romans, telebrated
persons, especially teachers, wers
called ¢ Lights of the world.” Chris.
tians are the luminaries which God
has set in the world to give light, and
He would enlighten others by their
instrumentality. They are charged
with the duty of sending the light of
the gospel all over the world, and of set-
ting a bright example. But they were
not only set to give light; they are
objects of universal notice, remarked
by all— 4 city, §«c. Such a spec-
tacle as a city on a high summit must
command aticntion. Many cities ars
built on a height—on a crown or a
slope of a hill. They can be seen
from afar; and the public buildings
and towers attract special notice.
So with Jerusalem. It was a great
city—a noble sight— the city of
the great king—its palaces and bul-
warks on an eminence. Christians



A.D.31]

dle, and put it under ! a bushel,
but on a candlestick ; and it giv-
eth light unto all that are in the
house. :

1 The word, in the original, signifieth, a meas-
ure containing about a pint less than g peck.
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16 Let your light so shine be-
fore men, that they may see

your good works, and glorify
your I'ather which is in heaven.

g1Pe212.

are like such a city. All their ac-
tions are watched, and their example
is prominent and important, and can-
20t be hid ; and hence, if they fall into
sins, the mischief must wide-
spread, and multitudes must suffer.
Like such a city on fire, their ruin
must be seen all abroad.

15. The nse of light is, not to be
hidden, but to reveal itself and things
around it. The use of their religion
was to enlighten others. Christ
would not have given them light to
have them hide it, and make no pro-
per use of it, any more than men
would light a candle to hide it under
a basket or bushel. It is here hinted,
that disciples of Christ are in danger
of putting their Christian light under
their corn measure, and of having
their good example, and Christian
influence, obscured by worldly ob-
jects. (Compare Luke 11. 33, 36 with
this.) One Christian lights a_house.

16. Let your light so shine. Christ’s
disciples can let their light shine by
a holy example in all points, and by
a consistent course of conduct. Chris-
tians should walk with this object in
view, that men may see the power of
true piety in their life, so as to be
won to follow them as they follow
Christ. The good example of a
Christian proves the truth against all
gainsaying, and furnishes a living ar-

ument for Christianity, which has

ed many to embrace the religion of
Christ and to glorify God. Thus the
disciples are to ‘“show forth the
praises of Him who called them out
of darkness into his marvellous light.”
They are not to parade their good
deeds boastfully before the world (see
Matt. 6. 1); but since their exam-
ple must so powerfully operate, as
they are seen irom afar, and known,
they must not be careless of their in-
fluence with others, but must strive to

have it uniformly good, enlightening
in duty and true happiness, and win-
ning to Christ.

On verses 13-16, OBservE, (1.) The
Christian church, in its minisiry and
membership, is ordained to be the con-
servative element of society—to sea-
son, purify, and preserve the world,
by holy character, sound doctrine,
good example, personal exertion in
every good cause, and earnest prayer
for men. (2.) Itisthe quality of true re-
ligion to season and preserve whatever
it touches. This healthful influence
is shown in the facts. How salutary
and savoury is the smallest measure
of Christian influence in daily life, as
aseasoning of salt at the table, (3.) It
the professing Christian has lost this
quality, and does not exert this pecu-
liar power, there is no earthly remedy.
The Christian name, without the
power, is the poorest thing on earth.

4.) The Christian church is the grand
illuminating agency for the world.
Gross darkness would reign withous
the Scriptures, which it keeps and

romulgates, and without the various

ights of science, and learning, and
universal truth, which it affords. I,
is the essential quality of true religion
to be luminous. It cannot exist with-
out %ivihg light. It anly quite ceases
to illuminate when it has gone out in
darkness. (5.) A Christian, from Ais ez-
alted station, must have a wide influ-
ence ; and so his light, like that of a
beacon or light-house (Phil. 2. 15),
must have broad effect. ~ A profession
of religion is watched, and must be
powerful fcr good if consistent. But
a beacon that is not lighted doss
harm. Vessels run on the rocks or
shore, where, if it had been kejt
bright, it would have directed them,
The Christian life is an abiding and
living testimony, a bright example,
and a lure to heaven. true Chris-
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17 Think not that I am come
to destroy r the law or the * pro-
phets: I am not come to de-
stroy, but to + fulfil.

18 For verily I say unto you,

r Mat.3.15. 8Is.42.21. ¢ Ps.40.6-8.
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Till heaven and eaith pass, one
jot or one tittle » shall in no
wise pass from the law, till all
be fulfilled. i

19 Whosoever therefore shall

u Lu.16.17.

tian must have commanding power
with men, even when unconscious of
it himself. So prominent an object,
like a city buiit on a hill, cannot be hid.
17. Think not. They might easily
think so. Our Lord invited the Jews
to receive a religion which should
greatly interfere with all their carnal
notions of the Mosaic economy. Their
objection would be, that this would
really abrogate or make void their old
faith and that of their fathers, The
law and the prophets was that system
of faith and practice taught by Moses
in the law, and by the prophets in
their messages. e.assures them
that his doctrine agrees perfectly with
them—that it even fulﬁgd them, and
was necessary to them for their com-
pletion. They must not be alarmed,
then, as though this preaching and
teaching were a revolt trom their reli-
gion. Christ came to fulfil the law—
to open its full sense by His exposi-
tion of it—to magnify the law by His
obedience of its requirements in His
life, and by His endurance of its pen-
alty in His death, and to fulfil it “as
the end of the law,” or the aim and ac-
complishment of it, for justifying
righteousnessto the believer. So there
is nothing in the gospel which dero-
gates in the least from the law; but
even its plan of justification by faith
without works, establishes the law
Rom. 3. 31). And so He fulfilled
the prophets, by showing the truth of
their predictions, and bringing them
to pass in himself; for He was the
great object of prophecy. ¢ The tes-
timony of Jesus is the spirit of pro-
phecy.” The moral law is of per-
petual force, and the tuil sense of the
old economy is brought out in the
new. Grace to obey comes by Christ.
18. Till heaven and earth pass. This

is a proverbial phrase often occurring
in Scripture, and sometimes in the

classics, to signify that a thing can
never happen. Ps. 120. 26. iuke
16. 17. Matt. 24. 35, &c. Luke has
it, “ It is easier,” d¢~c. 1t was a re.
ceived opinion among the Jews, that
the visible universe would never
f:ass away, but be renovated, and so
ast forever. We often say that a
thing will never happen so long as the
world stands. Christ would strongly
express to the Jews His deference to
the law, and His determination to
maintain it, in every part of it, with-
out any fail. This was necessary to
correct their prejudices and meet their
objections, Ii‘he gospel is not under-
stood or appreciated, except it be seen
as fulfilling the law (Romans 3. 31).
——1 One jot or tgfile. The least pos-
sible part.” Jot is the name of the
smallest letter in the Hebrew alpha- -
bet (%), and so it is used to express
the simallest ;)ossible thing. So‘alpha’
and ‘omega’ are the first and last let-
ters of the Greek alphabet, whence
Christ is called the alpha (a{ and the
omega (w)—the first and thelast. So
tittle is a minute poin¢ by which one
Hebrew letter is often distingunished
from another (as 7j from ). See
James 2. 10,  offend in one poins.”
The sense is, that not so much as
the dot of an (i) or the cross of a
(t) shall fail from the law. All shall
be fulfilled. The phrase, *“ Tl hea-
ven and earth pass,” does not allow
us to infer that there is a definite limit
set to the law’s enforcement, and that
we are to look forward to any such a
time as the passing away of the visi.
ble universe, for the passing away of
the law.—The law to which Christ
referred was the moral law; for this
it is that He proceeds at once to ex-
pound, and to show how the gospel ful-
fils it. To know what law of Moses
is not abrogated, we have only to asik
whether it is such as is founded oz
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break one of these least com-
mandments, and shall teach men
s0, he shall be called the least
in the kingdom of heaven : but
whosoever shall do and teach
them, the same shall be called
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greatvin the kingdom of hea-
ven. :
20 For I say unto you, Tha
except your righteousness shall
exceed ¥ the righteousness of
the scribes and Pharisees, ye

v18a.2.30. w c.23.23-28. Ph.3.9.

moral princirles, and so equally bind-
ing upon all nations and all times,
or whether it is local and national.
‘The ceremonial law was constructed
to meet the peculiar case of the Jews,
and so0 it was ordained for that peo-
ple. So far as it contained doctrine,
as in its types and shadows, it is ful-
filled in Christ. This Paul proves in
the Epistle to the Hebrews {see 9. 10
and 10. 1). And so far as it was a
system of religious ceremonies, it has
passed away. So the judicial law of
the Jews was governmental and po-
litical. This passed away with the
Jewish state so far as it was local.
But where it contained statutes of
moral and universal force, they re-
main binding. But the moral law
was founded in the nature of things,
and confirmed and enforced by Christ’s
%ospel, and can never pass away.

his law, no mere man since the fall
has ever perfectly obeyed. ButJesus
Christ most entirely obeyed it, and in
Him have we righteousness and
strength. No sinner can be saved
but hy the merit of His obedience and
ceath. This we must humbly apply
for, and heartily rest in, for salvation.
‘Though “some sins in themselves,
and by reason of several aggrava-
tions, are more heinous in the sight
of God than others,” yet ‘ every sin
Jeserveth God’s wrath and curse, both
an this life and that which is'to come.”
—Shorter Catechism.

19. Sin or error, taught, is worst. No
command of God is little in itself. For
“ whosoever shall keep the whole law,
and yet offend in one foint (one jot or
Jdttle), he is guilty of all” (James 2.
10). " The Pharisees made void the
!aw by their traditions. They made
distinctions, too, between great and

emall commandments. The Jews

reckon the least commandment of the
law to be that of the bird’s nest(Deut.
22. 6, 7). And they omitted the
weightier matters of the law—judg-
ment, mercy, and faith—while they
strictly tithed the mint, anise and
cummin. No duty is to be despised.
By these least commandments, our
Lord meant those which the Phari-
sees counted least, and which men
are wont to count of least importance.
——9 Shall be called least. As he dis-
parages the law, so shall he be dis-
garaged under the gospel. In the king-
om of heaven, or in the church un-
der this economy of Christ, he shall
be set at nought. As he makes void
the law, so his profession shall be
made void. SeeIsa.9. 15. Mal. 2. 8,
9. Our duty is to do and teach all
that God has commanded. Profess-
ing Christians cannot indulge * small
sins,” and find favour with God.
Ministers cannot shun to declare the
whole counsel of God. Practice and
precept, too, must go together. It is
not enough to do what is right between
man and man. We must set an ex-
ample of piety toward God; and we
may all teach others by thismeans. To
¢ do and teach’ the truth, gives a high
grade under the gospel dispensation.
20. Here the drift of the former
verses is explained. Our Lord de-
manded higher views of the Divine
requirements, and a better course of
conduct than the scribes and Phari-
sees showed. They had a_ corrupt
doctrine of righteousness, and made a
hypocritical parade.of self-righteous-
ness.—Y Ezceed. Literally—abound
more than. The Wicklif transla.
tion] 1380, has it, “be more plente-
ous.” Abel’s sacrifice (Heb. 11, 4)
is literally a more abounding or fuller
sacrifice—translatec, more excellens,
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shall in no case enter into the
kingdom of heaven.

21 Ye have heard that it was
gaid ! by them of old time, =
Thou shalt not kill ; and who-

1 0r, fo them. % Ex.20.13. De.5.17.

" MATTHEW.

[A. D. 31,

soever shall kill shall be in dan.
ger of the judgment :

22 But I say unto you, That
whosoever is angry with his
brother without a cause, 7 shall

y1Jno3 15

ft is the same idea found in both pas-
sages, and in both to show the defec-
tiveness of the opposite, Whether
Cain’s or the Pharisees’, something
was essentially lacked. Ualess your
doctrine and praatice go beyond that
of mere formalists and time-servers,
ye shall have no part nor lot in the
gospel. True righteousness “is that
of the heart, in the spirit, and not in
the letter, whose praise is not of men,
but of God” (Rom. 2. 29). Itiscom-
posed of such tempers as Christ had
just pronounced blessed, as humility,
meekness, holiness, mercy, purity, &c.
And we must have such views of
God’s requirements, and of our own
lives, as to see that in Christ alone
we have complete rightecusness and
strength. Observe, our Lord now
- proceeds to point out the true force
and meaning of the law, and to ex-
pose the vain traditions of the Phari-
sees—to show how it was they who
would destroy, and He that would tul-
il. They who are not fit for the
kingdom by an embrace of Christ,
and imitation of Him, must perish.
21. Ye have heard. He first takes
the sixth command (Exod. 20. 13),
and refers them to the exposition of
it that was familiar among them, and
of old standing. This command was
the first broken openly by Adam’s
race. And its violation stands first on
the list of natural depravities. “ Out
of the heart proceed evil thoughts—
murders” (ch. 15.19). The sum of
the commandments is love. Their
ideas of this law went no further than
the clause which they added to ex-
plain it. So it applied only to actual
murder, and subjected the murderer
to an inferior punishment.—Y The
; . This was a lower court
of the Jews, deciding causes of small-
or moment. The actual murderer

was held liable to this court, and that
was all.

2%. But I sayunto you. Christ now
uts forward His exposition of the
aw, as in contrast with that which
had been received among them. He
was the law’s authorized expounder.
He was God in the flesh; and whe

could explain the law as well as he
He shows that the precept extends
properly to the thoughts, and feelings
and language, as well as to outwan{
This is the great point. * He
judgeth not according to outward ap-
pearance, but looketh on the heart.”

1st. As to the feeling. Because
anger, indulged and carried out, leads
to murder; and because with God
the inward feeling has the essence of
the outward act; therefore it comes
under the condemnation. Not only
the act, but whatsoever tendeth there-
unto, is condemned (1 John 3. 15).
See the case of Cain, and of Joseph’s
brethren, where the evil passion led
on to murderous' deeds.——Y His
brother. His fellow-man. All men
are our brethren, as of the same hu-
man family. Mal. 2.10. 1 Cor. 8. 6.
The idiom arose from the Jews re-
garding all Israelites as brethren. Sc
the word meighbour, as Christ ex-
glained it in the parable of the gooc

amaritan. It is not taught here,
that anger may be indulged where
men think they kave a cause. It is
rather hinted, that anger at a brother
is causeless. See Psalm 7. 4; 25.
3; 119. 78. We may be angry at the
sin, but not at the person. The gen-
eral idea is clear. He that is easily
angry, or bitterly angry, and more at
persons than at things, is to be con«
demned.

2d. Asto the language cf anger.——
9 Raca. A term of reproach,mean-
ing a ccntemptible, worthless fellow

acts.
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be in danger of the judgment :

and whosoever shall say to his

brother, ! Raca, shall be in dan-
1i e., vain fellow. 2 5a.6.20.

CHAPTER V.
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ger of the courcil : but whuso-
ever shall say, Thou fool, shall
be in danger of hell fire,

To use scornful language towards
others, is an offence before God,
though it is thought so lightlgt of, and
18 80 frequently done, as though it
wer€ no harm. But it is here shown
to be included under the sixth com-
mandment. The religion of Christ
enjoins kindness, gentleness, and cour-
teousness to all. ¢ Let all bitterness,
and wrath, and anger, and clamour,
and all evil speaking, be put away
from you.”——9 Tle counci. Liter-
ally, the Sanhedrim, before whom
weightiest matters came—the highest
court of the Jews. The idea is, that
this offence, counted so slight by the
Pharisees, as though it had nothing
at all 1o do with the commandment,
is reckoned by Him a Sanhedrim of-
fence, worthy of being brought hefore
that highest tribunal —an offence
weighty as those they referred to that
highest court. This council was
com d of seventy members, from
the chief priests, elders, and scribes.
The acting high £riest was usually
president of the Sanhedrim. This
tribunal could pass sentence of death,
but could not execute, now thatJudea
was under the Romans. They could
only pronounce a decision, and trans-
mit it to the procurator, with whom
it rested to execute or not—We
learn that abusive g:guage will be
taken notice of by , and that it
renders a man liable to the high-
est judgment, though he may have
thought it would never come into ac-
count. “Every idle word that men
shall speak, they shall give account
thereof in the day of judgment” (ch.
12. 36).——9 Thow fool. This term,
in the Scripture sense, carries with it
an accusation of depravity and wick-
edness, ‘Thou wreick or sinner (Ps.
14. 1. Josh. 7. 15).——9 Shall be in
danger of hell fire. ~ Literally—shall be

of the Gehenna of fire. The ob-
ject here was to classify these offences,
and to show ‘hat this last, though

judged so trivial among them, was
worthy the severest doom of which
they knew, called the Gekenna of fire.
Among the Jews there were three
grades of condemnation—the judg-
nent, the council, the fire of Hinnoin.
The word Gehenna is made up of two
Hebrew words, meaning together lie
valley of Hinnom. This lay at the
south-west of Jerusalem, below Mount
Zion, and was the infamous place
where human sacrifices were offered
to the idol Moloch (2 Kings 16. 3.
Jer.7.31. 2Chron.28.3; 33.6). The
Rabbins tell us that a statue of the
idol, made of brass, was placed on a
brazen throne, having the head of a
calf, with a crown upon it. The
whole structure was hollow, and in the
cdestal, as a furnace or oven, a fierce

re was kindled. 'When the image
became heated red hot, the infant vic-
tim was thrown into its arms. This
glace was also called Tophet, Jer. 7.

1, 32, from toph, @ drum, hecause
drums were beaten furiously to drown
the cries of the tormented victims.
This horrid worship afterward be-
came discarded (2 Kings 23. 10), and
the place was used as a receptacle for
all the filth of the city. Carcasses
were thrown out there. The bodies
of vilest criminals were cast into that
sink of pollution. Some were also
execated there, as a distinction of
vileness. And on account of the aw-
ful pestilential stench that the place
threw up, from so much rottenness
fires were kept pe:'getual]y burning.
Hence it is called the Gehenna of fire
—a fit symbol of hell. The word
Gehenna was used by cur Lord most
distinctly for hell itself. 