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MISSIONARY SERMON.

“ As ye would that men should do to you,
do ye also to them likewise.”

Luke vi. 31

IT is not surprising that mankind have concur-

red in applying to this precept the title of the * golden

‘rule.” So excellent is it in itseli’; so perfectly equita-

ble ; so thoroughly intelligible ; and, withal, so well

calcuiated for commmon and universal practice; that it

can never be appreciated foo highly, or too much ad-

mired. It shines as a star in the front of that moral

system which has the wisdom of the Father for its
Authour.

That which, in the text, is a positive direction,
has often been made to assume a prohibitory form.
‘The Authour of the Apocryphal book of Tobit, which
has some good things among many absurdities, delivers
it in this form; “ Do that to no man which thou
hatest ;”’ (70b. 4. 15.) and, in popular use, the pre-
cept frequently wears a ncgative dress, What thou
wouldst not that another should do to thee, do not thou
to him. The principle, however, 1s, undoubtedly the
same ; although I cannot but obscrve that the manner
in which it has pleased our Lord to convey it, in the
text, and in the corresponding passage of Matthew’s
gospel, /Matt. 7.) is more liberal, extensive, and uni-
versal. You may, possibly, be thought to comply
with the mere prohibition, when you refrain from giv-
ing offence ; but compliance with the commandment,
under its direct, impulsive, and more inimediately
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operative character, includes a generous and active
virtue. Perform every thing that you are obligated to
perform ; and I do not perceive how you can avoid ab-
staining from whatever militates with your obligations.
Do habitually to others as you would have them to do
to you ; and it is impossible but that you will as in-
dustriously avoid that conduct towards others which
vou would have them avoid with reference to yourselves.

This, like most of the statutes of Christ’s king-
dom, is binding upon the Aeart, as well as the fife ; up-
on the affections, as well «s the deportment ; upon our
thoughts as well as upon our deeds and our conversation.
You expect your neighbour to be kindly disposed to-
wards you : you think it no more than just and equita-
ble that he should be so: you complain if he be not so:
you complain if sympathy do not prompt him to com-
fort, aid, and relieve you, with an jnfluence as constrain-
ing as the sentiment of duty. I do not apprehend that
you carry your expectations to an unwarrantable point.
For, certainly, benevolent feelings are incitements. to
actions truly kind on which dependence may justifiably
be placed. But out of your own mouth be you judged.
Complaining of indifference in others, banish it from
vour own breasts. Deprecating unfavourable opinions
and unkind hearts in ¢em, be you, in your turn, kindly-
affectioned.

Virtue, however, is never found in extremes.
Duty has its limits, the difinition of which should be
onc of the first objects of moral and religious enquiry.
If we may judge from the references frequently made,
In conversation, to this precept of our Saviour, there
arc few rules of conduct more strangely misunderstood.
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There is a golden mean in which alene the right appli-
cation of this golden rule 1s to be traced. Be it our
endeavour to ascertain it.

Jesus Christ does not erect simple inclination into
a standard of conduct: ~Perhaps there is no rule more
unsafe than inclination. Inclination is mutable. In-
clination is capricious. Inclination is partial ; selfish ;
animal : too often terminating in illicit objects ; too of-
ten pursuing those of a less exceptionable cast with
forbidden zeal; too often bidding defiance to every
restraint of conscience and of principle. Must you,
then, meet the wishes of another, for no better reason
than because you are not unconscious that they are
your own ; although these wishes may lead both
them and you to disobey the laws of God, or to offend
against prudence, justice, honour, truth, benevolence,
or piety ? If so; then down with all discrimination be-
tween right and wrong : let the sword of judgment be
broken : let charity become uncharitable : and henceforth
let all things happen alike to all. The inclination of the
street-beggar will lead him to be dissatisfied with any
thing short of ten timesthe amount of what he receives :
therefore, because, were you in his place, you would
possess his inclination, lavish an unlimited bounty on
him, however he may abuse it, and however it mght,
by a more judicious distribution, cheer thc gloom of
meritorious poverty. The inclination of the felon is
that the magistrate may pardon him : therefore, because
the magistrate, were he the felon, and the felon, the ma-
gistrate, would be equally inclined to escape the sen-
tence of the law, let him, without hesitation, issue the
pirdon, and turn the criminal loosc fo cndanger the
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lives, the fortunes, and the peace, of honest men. The
pernicious absurdity of all this is too prominent to re.
main invisible. Jesus Christ, then, does not erect sin-
. ple inclination into a standard of conduct,

But it is otherwise with inclination: grounded in
understanding, and guided by enlightened conscience.—=
Let a man sincerely endeavour, through grace, to divest
his mind of every improper influence. Let him ma-
turely examine the nature, qualities, and merits, of eve-
ry proposition suggested by his own propensities, or
made to him by others, before he acts upon it. Let
him diligently and manfully employ his moral sense—
his conscience—in separating between good and evil ;
not simply in human conduct in the general, but in the
particular case which may come under his regard. Let
him compare this case—this proposition—the sugges-
tions of his conscience, and the notices and workings
of his mind, respecting it—with God’s holy word.—
Whatever, after this, he may consistently claim from
others, it undeniably becomes his duty not to withhold
from them. In the intercourse of human life; in all
the relations of socicty, political, religious, or domes-
tick; no man has a right to demand of another ; no man
is under obligation to exhibit er perform towards ano-
ther; any one office ; any one atterition ; any one act;
any one favour; which understanding‘; conscience, and
the word of God, do not decide tobe “true—decent—
just—pure—lovely—of good report—-virtuous-—and
praiseworthy.”  Conduct, that will not stand this test;
deeds, prompted by inclinations which rest on any
eround inferiour to this; the rule of Christ, so far from
enjolning, disclaims,
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Again—the diversity of men’s conditions origi.
ndtes a diversity of obligations. In similar situations;
it may readily be admitted that, for the most part, obli.
gations are similar. But every variety, or mutation, in
the one, may well be supposed to induce a correspond-
ing variety, or mutation, in the other. In this view, cer-
tainly, oz may have a claim on an individual which /e
may not have on you. It may be proper for you to
adopt one line of conduct towards 4im, and for Aim to
adopt a different, and, it may be, opposite line of conduct
towards you. Can you suppose that the father’s treat-
ment of his child, for example, is to be determined by
arule precisely the same as that which regulatesa child’s
deportment towards his father? Are there no duties
peculiar to the magistrate, with reference to the citizen;
the advocate, with reference to the client; the pastor,
with reference to the people of his charge ; which can-
not, in the nature of things, be required of the citizen ;
of the client ; of the congregation ? And, on the other
hand, are not these under specia/ obhigations, altogether
foreign to the respective conditions of the magistrate ;
the advocate ; the pastor ?

From what has been said we may collect that, in
our treatment of eash other, we are to regulate our-
selves by a higher principle than blind inclination : that
it is incumbent on us to act understandingly : conscien-
tiously; and in obedience to the instructions of our holy
faith: that we should pay a suitable respect to the rela.
tion which we may sustain to others ; and that which
®thers may sustain to s - that it is proper for us not on.
ly to abstain from infligting on mea thosc injuries whick
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we would deprecate in them towards us, but, also, to
contribute as effectively to their comfort as we would
expect them to contribute to ours : In a word ; that
there ought to be an enlarged mutuality, as well in kind
affection as in generous exertion.

When such a spirit animates the intercourse of
man with man, the precept of Jesus Christ is obeved :
“ As ye would that men shouid do to you, do ye also
to them likewise.” And, in effect, my Brethren, does
not this golden rule amount to what an Anostle has de-
nominated * the royal law ;” “ Thou shalt love thy

neighbour as thyself 2”— James 2. )

It is no difhcult matter to demonstrate that this
precept is supported by reason and the nature of things.

By nature, all men are upon a perfect equality.—
Divine Providence is pleased to introduce distinctions
which, at first, have no existence. But these distinc-
tions, when introduced, are few and unimportant, in
comparison of the characteristicks which remain com-
mon to all.  All may not be alike wealthy ; all not alike
outwardly honourable ; all not alike powerful ; all not
alike ingenious; all not alike scientifick : but all have
intellect ; all have conscience ; all have bodily facul-
ties; animal propertics ; passions, appetites, affections ;
and all spiritual intcrests.  On what plea, then, can we
claim such a superiority over uny of our Brethren, aw
shall exempt us from the law that imposes its obliga-
tions upon them?  How inexcusable that affectation of
an mequality disavowed by nature, which is implied in
our disregarding the precept in the text 2 Do we boast
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of our dignity, as human beings ? But they are human
beings. To be consistent, them, !et us venerate the dig-
nity cf our nature wherever we find it. Or, on the othcr
hand, do the injuries, or affrcnts, which we inflict, lose
part of their atrocity in the circumstance that they on
whom we inflict them are only obscure men? But still
they are men. They may not be so elevated, or so dis-
tinguished, as we may be : but still they are men ; men
of like passions with oursclves.  And let us ask our-
selves this question ; “ Who made thee to differ” from
these 2 Surely the superior advantages which we may
possess should induce us to become cnsamples to them
in every benevolent dispostion—in every generous
action.

This is one source o®®monstration. Th2 pre-
cept of our Saviour s suppcrted by reason and the na-
ture of things ; because, by the constitution of nature,
all men are EQuAL. |

But mankind, equal by the constitution of nature,
derive a cornmon existence from the :a ne origm. *“The
rich and poor meet together ; the Lord is the maker ¢f
them all.” £ Prov. 22.) * He accepteth not the persons
of Princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the peor .
{or they are all the work of his hands.” (Jol 54. /—
Hence that sentiment put into the mouth of Job; ¢ It
I did despise the cause of my man-seriat, or of mjy
maid-servant, when they cotended withme ; what then,
shall 7 do when God riseth:up ? and when he visitetk.
what shall I answer him? Did not he that made me,
make him 2 and did not ane fashion us ¥ /Job 51,0

B
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« God giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;
and hath made of one blood all nations of men to dwell
on all the face of the earth.” (Acts 17.) As we have
the same: Creator—the same Heavenly Father—sohave
we the same earthly descent—the same fleshly parent-
age. Time has effaced the record of our lineage.—
Separation has estranged the different branches of the
great family from each other. Climates and political
usages have varied the form, the complexion, and the
condition, of its members. But we are all the offspring
of that one Adam, who fell by sinning against God, and
transmitted his nature, corrupied by the fall, through all
the successive generations of his posierity, to be restor-
ed by “the second Adam, the Lord from Heaven.”—
Thus, having the same blood in our veins, is ft more
> than becoming that we «jyill reciprocate good offices ?
that there should be amongst us a community of good
wishes ? that we should descend from the imaginary
eminences of an unnatural pride, and occupy an equal
ground in interchanges of social and benevolent ac-
commodation ? Thus, “having all one Father; one
good and merciful God having created us;” Mal. 2
1sit fit that we should ¢ deal” iniquitously, or selfish-
ly,” every man against his brother ”” Is it fit that we
should * hide ourselves from our own flesh ?”

This is another source of demonstration. The
precept of our Saviour is supported by reason and the
nature of things; because mankind derive their exist-
cnce from one and the same origin : one,and the same,
Father in Heaven : one, and the same, Fathcr upon
carth.
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It is not more certain that the blood which circulates
through the veins of every human being is derivedfrom
the same fountain, than that the same precious blood of
the second Adam, the Lord from Heaven, is the fountain
of redemption toall. My Brethren, I am not about to
lead you into the mazes of controversy. Ihave no in-
tention to trouble you with enquiries concerning the ex-
tent of Christ’s atonement. These are unnecessary spe-
culations. At least, for my present purpose they are
unnecessary. It is sufficient for me to know that ¢ God
so loved the world, as to give for it his only be-gotten
Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish
but have eternal life :”” that * God sent not his Son into
the world, to condemn the world, but that tke world
through him might be saved :”” that the nature worn
by our Redeemer is the nature common to us all:
that he has commanded the Pastors of the Church
to “preach the gospel unto every creature :” ¢ Matthew
28) that were I to visit the farthest region of this
peopled globe, and salute the first of my species whom
I should meet with the gladdening name and doctrines
of Jesus, he would have a right to embrace that Jesus
as his Lord ; it would be his duty to receive and rest
upon that Jesus as his Saviour: And, if, bidding him
farewell, until we meet in Eternity, I were to shape my
course to regions warmed by other Suns, and fanned by
other breezes, and there address the same gospel to any
other individual I should meet, the seme would be Ais
right; the sume would be Ais duty. Aliow me but this
one principle of Scripture, and of common sense, and
let who will debate.

My design in these remarksis simply this ; to shew
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that the Christian atonement is so far, and in such sense,
niniversal, as to found for mankind an additional, and a
very powerful, claim on each other’s benevolence and
charity ; on each other’s justice and equity. 1l surely,
docs it become those, for ‘whom, without respect of
persons, the same great and free salvation is provided,
to accumulate mutual wrongs and offences. By nar-
row, selfish, and partial, dispositrons; by ungenerous
and iniquitous actions; by doing as you would not be
done by ; or, by refusing to do what an exchange of si-
tuations would infallibly incite you to expect and de-
mand of others; would you * destroy” him “for
whom Christ died 2 Would you interrupt that peace
which the Redeemer bequeathed him? Would vou
bring that soul into danger, by causing it to offend,
which professes, or is invited to profess, * the like pre-
cious faith with yourselves, through the righteousness
of God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ 2’ (2 Pet. 1. 1,)
Forbid it, every sentiment of gratitude to the Deliverer
of Mankind! Fordid it, every ingenuous feeling of the
Christian heart! Forbid it, every hope of that better
country where Charity and Righteousness reign with the
Redeemer on his throne !

This precept of divine wisdom I might exemplify
n a variety of particulars. I might lead you to the
lonely house of poverty ; to the desolated chambers of
the widow ard the fatherless; to the sick bed; to the
cclls of the prison ; to the far distant land where the
exile wanders friendless and forgotten ; to countless
scencs of pain and gricf and deprivation and necessity.
I might ask you in imagination to make all this distress
vour own. I might call on you to apply, in all thesc
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cases, THe MasTER’s words, ¢ As ye would that men

saould do to you, do ;< alsoto them likewise.” Your
own sensibilities would aid me in enforcing compliance
with this heavenly precept. It isa subject not easily
exhausted ; but time, and the special duty of the even-
ing, forbid me to enlarge on it. *Tis not for the bodies,
or the temporal wants of men, so much as for their
souls, and their sprritual necessities, that we clam to
night the operation of this rule. ’Tis not the poor
and the miserable and the blind and the naked of this
world who now say, as ye would that we should do to
you, were we prosperous, and ye in wretchedness, so
do ye to us. But ’tis the poor and the miserable and
the blind and the naked of God’s kingdom, and of na.
tions devoid of that knowledge which is life eternal, who
thus demand your pious consideration.

Yes, my brethren ; among those for whom Christ
died there are multitudes destitute of the ordinances of
his gospel : Among those whose nature the Redeemer
wears, and in whose wants and wretchedness he sym-
pathises, there are multitudes destitute of the light of

his gospel.

There are multitudes destitute of the ordinances of
the gospel.

These ordinances are the believer’s consolation.
They are his strength. They are his soul’s nutriment.
Witheut them his faith languishes; his hopes become
obscured ; his charity depressed and contracted, No
person acquainted with the censtitution of our naturc
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can be ignorant of the power of habit. It was to pre-
serve the habit of religionin the soul, that God has been
pleased to institute means of grace, outward rites, and
the solemnities of the sanctuary. He has commanded
his ministers to preach the gospel, with dihgence and
earnestness, in season and out of season. He has re-
quired the people not to forsake the assembling of them-
selves together ; and has led them to regard a famine of
his word as the sorest affliction with which they can be
visited. We doubt not that he may keep the vital
spark unextinguished in the elect bosom, however re-
mote from the sacramental institutions, and even from
the sound of the preacher’s voice. But when is it that
you behold this vital spark bursting into a blaze of fer-
vent piety, bright devotion, and powerful zeal—a flam-
ing sacrifice of love, acceptable to God, and diffusively
useful tomankind? Is it not when this vital spark is
fanned by the breath of social prayer and praise—by
the commingled hosannahs and hallelujahs of adoring
crowds? Is it not when the heart and the conscience
are quickened by the enunciation of saving doctrine in
the words of integrity and soberness ? Is it not, when
sitting together at the same table, of a once "expiring,
but now living and trivmphant, Lord, believers keep
—the feast of charity, with the unleavened bread of since-
rity and truth ?

The ordinances of the gospel are of peculiar im-
portance in the eye of the Christian ParenT. The off-
spring of believers are the children of the Church. It
is Aer high and interesting province to watch over their
ripening graces; to feed them with wisdom and under-
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standing ; to caution them against the seductive influ-

ence of a world which lieth in wickedness; and to esta-

blish them in the knowledge and love of the God of
their Fathers. The experience of ages has tested the

mdescribable value of that maternal care of the Church

which extends her catecheticalinstruction to the young,

and exercises over their tender age a salutary, though
gentlc, discipline,

I feel happy in the recollection that I am addressing
a people highly favoured of the Lord; apeople suround-
edby a light of no common splendour; a people possess-
ing line upon line, and precept upon precept; a peoplein
the midst of whom the ministry of reconciliation is ably,
faithfully, and painfully, accomplished ; while Temples
of the living God, in almost every avenue of this great
city, throw open their gates from day to day, to receive
the repenting sinner; the humble suppliant; the anxious
enquirer ; the fervent adorer.  But, for a moment, im-
agine your situation to be the reverse of what, happily,
itis. Imagine the gates of these temples to be closed.
Imagine that ministry of reconciliation to be silent ; the
lips of prophecy to be sealed; the glad tidings of life
and immortality heard no longer, or rendered unimpres-
sive by frequent and protracted intermissions of publick
instruction. Imagine your children growing up untu-
tored by the Church; aliens from her holy culture and
discipline ; exposed to the enticements of sinners; the
tempting invitations of pleasure ; the power of Satan ;
the deceitfulness of the heart; the combined influencc
of all those evil principles which operate but too suc-
cessfully on our fallen nature, and against which the
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young and the inconsiderate are, in general, peculiarly
averse from struggling. You know something of the
doctrine of Christ. Yocu know something of the va.
lue of his blood. You knew that, without faith in his
name, there is, ordinarily, no salvation ; and that, with.
out the frequent hearing of his name, this faith, gene-
rally speaking, must be weak and sterile. You cannot,
therefore, but deplore the perils to which the destitution
of evangelical ordinances exposes your rising hopes—
that offspring dear to you as your existence. You can-
not but look forward with painful apyrehension to the
possibility of their ultimate and everlastmg defection
from the ways of God.

That a state of things not remote from v-hat has
been imagined may exist, I call you to witness, O vales
and mountainsof my country, untrodden for successive
vears, with but few exceptions, by thefeet of those who
bear the ministry of peace! Desolate villages, rarely
responsive to the social acclamation of praise to the Sa-
viour God ! 1 call you to witness, congregations, once
fair and promising ; now enfeebled and impoverished ;
or broken and dispersed! I point you, my Brethren,
to many of our frontier settlements, and to not a few in
the interiour, where the outward privileges of the gos-
pel, so influential on its inward graces, are interrupt-
edly, if ever, enjoyed.

Imagining yourselves then, to be thus circumstanc-
¢d, imagine, farther, a people within your knowledge,
and with whom you have an intercourse more or less
frequent ; a people cxalted to Heaven in point of religi-
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ous privilege ; possessed of means to help you ; enjoy-
ing blessings and advantages, in things spiritual, which
they have the power to extend to you, but do NoT, al-
though sufficiently apprized of your necessities and your
helplessness. 'Would you not accuse them of unchris-
tian selfishness? Would you not say to them, why
hide yourselves from your own flesh? Why destroy
your brethren for whom Christ died? Would you not
iook for commaseration and relief? You would ; and
justifiably too: and none would have a right to con-
demn the voice of your complainings against those who .
should repulse you. You would ask, and the answer
would be heard at the day of judgment, how dwelleth
the love of God in that heart which pitied not the sheep
scattered without ashepherd ; which withheld the bread

of life from them that were ready to perish ?

Here, then, apply the Master’s precept; “ As ye
would that men should do to you, do ye also to them
likewise.”

I have been thus long in msisting on this duty of
building up the wallsof Jerusalem, repairing her breach-
es, and cultivating her waste places, because I consider
it to be of no inferiour importance in the Missionary

scheme.

But, if there be multitudes destitute of the ordi-
nances of the gospel, there are mutitudes, yet farther,
destitute of the LIGHT oF THE GosPEL. Thisisa fact
too obvious to require evidence. But what is the gos-
pel?  Whatis its light >  What is there peculiar in it,

¢
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that makes it a pre-eminent blessing to society and te
individuals?

It were easy to shew the benign influence of the gos.
pel upon the cjvil and social intercourse of men. It be-
stows a conciljuting polish upon human manners. Itex.
cites and cherishes an inward benevolence which gene.
rally expresses itself in ougward courtesy. It smoothsthe
asperities of passion ; qualifies the collisions of interest
and feeling ;' reduces the pride of the scornful ; mode-
rates the irritation of the impatient. It makes the supe-
riour condescending; the inferiour respectful ; the equal
just, generous, friendly, and simcere. It throws a cer-
tain dignity around the relations of life. It imparts an in-
terest to domestick scenes. It elevates the wife to her
proper station in the husband’s respect. It secures to
the child a double portion of parental care. It forms
the heart to sympathy, to pity, and to kindness. It is
the nurse of freedom; the leveller of iniquitous dis-
tinctions and partialities ; the most powerful spring of
patriotism ; and prolifick source of liberal action.

Waving, however, cousiderations of this nature,
for the present; I will take a higher groundin asserting

the excellence of the glorious gospel of the blessed
God.

- The gospel is a most perfect system of religion ;
embracing all the salvation, and all the desire, of a soul
awakened from the sleep of indifference, and excited to
seck after God. It communicates every needful infor-
mation respeeting the nature, character, perfections, and
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ways of him who made us. It instructs us in the par-
est and most acceptable worship of him. It affords «
system of practical holiness, embracing every excel-
lence, and excluding every appearance of moral obli-
quity. It provides for our natural incompetency tothat
which is good through the grace of the Holv Spinit. It
assures us that, if we seek this grace, we shall find it ;
if we ask for it, we shall receive it. This divine help,
not more clearly promised thanliberally imparted, gives
might to the feeblest resolution, and lays the tempting
¢ powers of iniquity” vanquished at our feet.

Above all—the gospel, finding man a guilty crza-
ture, makes provision for his pardon, upon terms just
and reasonable in themselves, and honqurable to God.
Remission of sins to the penitent presents itsclf on every
page of the evangelical covenant. The most atrocious
offences leave no stain which genuine contrition shall
not cbliterate. Seventy times seven fold guilt cannot
damn the soul that bends to the dust in holy penitcnce.
Not that repentance possesses any thing in the nature of
satisfaction. This is no doctrine of the gospel. On
the contrary, it is the highest recommendation of the
gospel that it reveals that ‘¢ one sacrifice for sin which
perfects forever those who are sarctified.” Once has
this been offered, and there remains no other. And 1t
is this very sacrifice that makes repentance acceptable
with our merciful judge.  The blood of Jesus Christ
cleanseth from all sin.” “ If any man sin, wc have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous ;
and he is the propitiation for our sins; and not for our:
only, but also for the sins of the whole world.”

|
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The gospel of the Son of God brings life and im.
mortality to ight. Where revelation is unknown, dark-
ness and doubt hang over the grave. Or, if men ap.
prehend that they may exist in other regions, it is that
they may enter upon occupations and pleasures altoge-
ther unsuitable to the dignity, and inadequate to the
wants, of an intellectual bemg. But our holy faith dis-
closes, to a sufficient extent, the condition and pursuits
of men hereafter. It speaks of a period when dead sin-
ners shall arise to shame, contempt, and tortures: of a
period when the mouldering ashes of the just, quicken-
ed by the spinit of Almighty God, shall ¢ awake, and
put on their beautiful garments;” when ¢ the Saviour,
the Lord Jesus Christ shail change our vile body, that
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, accord-
ing to the working whereby he is able cven to subdue
all things unto himself.” It speaks of a blackness of
darkness reserved for the wicked ; of an everlasting de-
struction from the presence of the Lo?(‘l::ﬁ?m the glory
of his power, to which the ungodly, and the iniquitous ;
the blasphemer y and the oppressour; the idolator, and the
murderer; are alike irreversibly condemned. It speaks
of a rest which remains for the meek and unmurmuring
victims of human pride, resentment, treachery, and op-

> pression, in the bosom of the Redeemer ; an eternity of
perfect and unmixed enjoyment. '

Such, my Brethren, as you well know, is the gos-
pel : such the grace which you have received ; and, I
will hope, have not received in vaimn.

But suppose yourselves to be without the know-
lc dge and guidance of this holy faith, Suppose your-
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selves to be aliens from the commonweaith of Israel :
strangers from the covenants of promise ; without God
in the world; without Christ; and without hope. Sup-
pose yourselves in ignorance respecting points of the
most awfel moment ; wandering in the gloom of super-
stition;; filled with all unrighteousness; unto every good
work reprobate ; sojourning in a wildern=ss of sins and
pains and griefs and diversified wretchedness ; a region
of the shadow of death, on which the Sun of righteous-
ness has never yet arisen with healing in his wings; a
desolate abode of horrours, unvisited by God’s consol-
ing spirit.  Suppose yourselves placed on the connect-
ing point between time and eternity; the vital current
fast ebbing away ; the might-clouds cf death gathering
around, pregnant with all the miseries of suspence and
dreadful surmise; about to present your disembodied
spirits before the Judge of quick and dead, followed by
works of envy, hatred, malice, and uncharitableness—
works of vengeance, cruelty, and treachery—works of
impiety and inhumanity.

Go to the wilds of the roaming Savage, and con.
fess that I have not required of vou to suppose vamn
things. In Aishabitual disregard of temperance and ot
truth ; in Ais selfishness and cunning; in /Ais indiscri-
minate and pitiless murderof old age, infancy, and bean-
ty; in his vile and miserable life ; and in his brutish
death ; confess the deplorable statc of nations not evan-

gelized.

Suppose yet farther, then, that, not very remote
from your wreiched habitations, live a people who can
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communicate o youareforming knowledge ; a doctrine
which is according to piety : who can guide you to the
true object and right manner of religious warship : who
can teach you sobriety, justice, and godliness : a people
possessed of a religion, the lively faith of which would
succour you with supernatural strength drawn from the
highest heavens ; which would tranquilize your consci-
ences with the assured hope of pardon ; and disclose to
vour departing spirits a better and a nobler world, where
¢ grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal life.”

To a people possessed of a trgasure like this, and
indisposed to admit you to a participation of it, might
there not be imputed a principle the reverse of Christian
charity ? Might they not be reminded of the partici-
pation of ali men alike in the nature assumed by the
“ JWord” when he was made flesh and dwelt amongst
us? Isitnota permissible enquiry, how dwelleth the
love of God in that heart which pitied not the benighted
Heathen ; which suffered any within its reach to perish
for lack of that knowledge which is life eternal ? The
enquiry is not only permissible, but pertinent: and a voice
from the bosom of the clouds of judgment ; from the
midst of the thunderings and lightnings of the last day ;
will answer—He who loveth not his Brother, loveth
not ine.

Here, agam, then, apply the Master’s precept ;
*“ As ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to
them likewise.”

My Brethren ; the connection of what has becn
said with the business iminediately hefore us is so ob-
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vious that Iam in doubt whether I ought to detain you
by one word more from the cxecution of your liberal
devismgs. Allow me simply toremind you that you
are called this night to minister to the consolation of be-
lievers, and the conversion of Infidels ; the consolation
and relief of christians, dzstitute of the means of grace :
the conversion and amelioration of Pagans, immersed in
errour, darkness, impiety, and vice. You are called to
the honourable distinction of being workers together
with God, in the in-gathering of his Elect. We ask
you not to relinquish your peaceful homes—the do-
mestick charities—the blandishments of social life—
that you may encounter the anxieties; thé hardships ;
the opposition of a mission. We beg you to deducta
portion of the bounties youreceive at the hand of a mu-
nificent Providence, and transfer it tothose who are de-
sirous of forsaking their homes—of divorcing them-
selves from those charities and blandishments ; of endu-
ring this opposition ; these hardships and anxieties ; that
they may ¢ preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable
riches of Christ.”” ¢ Eph. 3, 8.) We invite you to bring,
this night, to the altar, a sacrifice well pleasing to God;
an offeting honourable to yourselves; a gift that
fiay be everlastingly profitable to the souls of fhy-
tiads. '

Should you find reason to believe, on adying bed.
that, by the holy benefaction of this night, you had ef-
fectually carried the Christian salvation to but onre sout
which, otherwise, had perished, would it not take from
the bi.terness of death? Would it not give confidence
to the hope of glory ?




24

O Saviour, in that eternity, where the Spirits of
the Just see thee as thou art, grant us but the memory
of these deeds of love; and be the Aonour of them

thine !

FINIS.






