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SIERDMON.

-

Isaiah 55. 7. “ Let the wicked fu.saLe his way, and the unrighteous man
his thoughts ; andlet him return unto the Lord, and he

will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he vl
abundantly pardon.”

-

—-—W—-\

Repentancc, or Evangelical Reformation, to which these
words exhort, like medicinal applications to the sick, can-
not but be offensive to the natural man. He quarrels with
every mgredient in the cup. Itis a work of no small diffi-
culty to convict him of iniquity, and when itis effected, itis
often neither so profound nor so durable, as to produce salu- -
tary contrition or acknowledgement. And to be converted
from vice to virtue—to turn from the i intoxicating draught of
worldly vanity—to forsake the rosy paths of pleasure for the
thorns of selfdenial—how painful the task—how f01b1ddmg

the Religion that v.'ould impose 1t !

We will endeavour to evince, however, th“tt the art of the
Physicianis, frequently, not so mlxspens le to the recovery-

of the diseased body, as thls grace oi Repentance to the hap-
piness of the Soul. |

First. Let us hear what reason says to us on this matter.

Itis an undeniable position that, while we are sinners, we
must be at variance with our Maker. His holy nature must
cver be infinitely opposed to evil; and were it not that we -
krow him to be merciful as well as holy, we should forever
lic down 1n despair. But we cannotopen our eyeswithout wit-
nessing the displays of his goodness. We cannot exist one
hour without experiencing his paternal kindness. This conside-
ration may induce us to hopc that if we tuin unto him, he also
will turn unto us ; 1f we forsake our evil ways, he ulso will
relinquish the severity of his justice, and mingle mercy with
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its demands. Itis impossible for us to suppose that while we
continue to transgress his law we can avert his displensure;
but it is very reasonable in us to suppose that conversion from
unholy to pious lives will be agreeable to him, and may at-
tract his pity and forbearance. When the Prophet of the
Lord, by divine command, repaired to Ninavek, that great
city ; when he Lftzd up his voice, and procizimed “ yet forty
davs, and Ninzveh shuil Le overthrown ;” th: threatened in-
habitants, acting upon this supposition, which, we say, 1s
reasonable, ¢ proclzimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from
the greatest of them even to the least of them.” Their Mon.
arch arose frorn his Throne ; laid aside his roval attire ; co-
vered himself-with sackcloth ; and sat in ashes.  He publish-
ed his decrez requiring a general fast thro’ his dominions ;
and ordering his subjects to cry mightily unto God ; and to
turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that
was in their hands’; and all this was done in compliance with
the suggesiion of reason, “who can tell if God will turn, and
repent, ard turn away from his fizrce anger, that we perish
not ”* Surely that duty must be important, which nature so
stronglv urges, and interest so warmly recommends. Surely
when hope solicits; when the miseries of this life and the
more formidable pains of another threaten; when we have
cvery imaginable reason to conclude that to be happy in heav-
en we must be holy on earth; we shall not deny the value

and necessity of Repentance.

But, altho’ in the light of natire we may read the truth,

« without holiness no man can sce God ;” altho’ we may be

led. by analogical inductions from the manifestations of God’s

oodness, to Lhope that our repentance and conversion may be

acceptable to him ; still Reason will not warrant us in form-

ing the positive conclusion that they will be accepted by him.
~This is the part of Revelation. Let us hear, then,

Secondly. What are its decisions. Sl

The Holy Scriptures abundantly confirm those impressions
of the Divine benignity which we receive from reason. They
characterise their Almighty Authour as a God of infinite
compassion, long-cuffering, and abundant in goodness and
truih, and, altho’ determined not to clear the guilty, yet dis-

® Jonah, ch: 3d.
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,oscd to ionk favorably upon those who repeat of their sins.
They inform us in express terms that repentance towards
God is 2 duty of SO\'Lrt:lgn 1mport‘mcc, and, in connexion
with faith in the Lord Jesus (,lmst, the only path to salvation.
Cad merafully endiired the times of ignorance which were

rict 10 his manifestation in the flesh, but now he command-

cth all men cvery where to repent. And can we charge up-

on the Almighty the arbitary proceedure of requiring the

performance of an unnecessary, or even an unimportant, duty’

If he who snake asnever man spale, whose lips breathed

the unction of thc wisdom that cometh from abovc, prcach-—

ed repentance ; if the Prophets, his inspired precursors,
preached repentance ; if the Apostles; whom he appoimtedto
saccced him in the superinterdence of the church and the-
struciion of the world, preuched repentance ; who will hc-

sitate to confess its importance ? w ho will dcny its ncccssxty- :

Let us pause here, my brethrcn, and pay a tribute of pmsé_

to God. How dark is nature s light, which may reveal to us
that God and man are at variance, but which is insufficient to

lead us to the consolatory truth that repentance and pardor.
are connected! How miserable he, whose reason teaches -

him his misery, but draws an impenetrable veil over the ‘u-

-

ture, and leaves him in the suspence of ignorance as to the -

iszue of his destinies! How refulgent that light, which Feams
on the gloom of nature, and illurainates the path to hapr,mcss !

v nich shews us that sincere repentance 1S acccpted thro’ the -

cxpiatory sacrifice of the cross; and that pardon 1s, r.0t mere-
Iv the fruit of compassicn, but, the award of justice, the re-

sult of the pledged ﬁdchty of a covenant scalcd Ly the blood

of God!

Yes, my brethrer, while the merits of Christ shall avail ;-

whilc the dispensation of grace shall stand ; the returning sin-
ner shall be received. Itis confirmed by the promise of him
who cannot lie; and not by his promise only, but by his oath,

when in the majesty of a self-existent God, he swears by him- -

self ; ¢ As I live, saith the Lord, I have no pleasure in the
uc’lth of the wicked, but would 1at11e1 that he should turm

from s evil ways, and live.”
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Thirdly. Itis only from repentance that we derive com-
for.ai:ie fiiioxship with God here ; @nd it is only on this foun-
d:iian that we canres: the hope of intcrcourse with him hzre-
aficr.  Whar agreement car subsist between light and  dark-
nces 2 Whae concerd between Chnist and Bclial? As by sin
we icse tne f2vour of heaven, by sin also we lose the capzcity
of rilishing sparise  nieesnes. To correspond witha God,
helr zsis the Christiza’s God, we inust be, In our mgzasure,
boiv. We must deligiit in his perfections, and seck to imitate
them. We must regard nim as the supreme gocd, infnitely
surpassing du: cor:px tion i the highest created good ; and,
as such, sevk to Tossess him. But these are the views, and
such the state 2rd dispositios, of the Penitent only. Itis of
iniporiance that ve bear in mind that which is the principal in-
grctumt——lxc crowning aci—of true penitence—* Conver-
sion.” Here does this amizble grace appcarto most advantage ;
asquahf\'mo us for heaveniv intercourse, by changing our ha-
bits 2rd dispositics ; as intrcducing us into society the most
}onourable to our nature—-he society of God—ocf Christ—of
the doly Spint—and of our own souls; as restoring to us
the divine favour whizh we have forfeited, and the divine
imzge which we have lost ; and as reinsiating us in the digni-
fied rank we were destired to occupy among pure and holy
Beings. When we censider that repentance, or reformation
of neart anc life, is the crly road to these blessings ; and that
to the imipenitent there remains no sacrifice for sin—no hope
of tavour; when we carry our vizws beyond the limits of the
grave ; \\th we lock n-o that bright world where nothing
snheil ever enter that defileth, or Worketh abomma&gon or ina-
keth a lie ; where shail w - find language sufficiently energe-
tic t0 express the Weith d-xd indispensableness of repentance.

Fourthly. « chcpt we repcnt, we shall perish.”

H 1appy would ithe for the unpemtcnt, if this life, notwith: _
StanGing its miscries, were a.'.l nic had to dread : happy would
1t be for him, if the turl, that covers his remains, could bury
his fears, and the bDiackness of arnihilation hide him forever.
But it will not be so.  Devond the liits of time  there exists
an Eternity. Wh-n the grave, with the dust it conceals,
shali form o part of the l'ul-h of d)ssmvmg nature, scenes of

herrour sheil open ©yun the impenitent, which d"fy the most
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v;vnd colours of f'mcy to depict. We read of a worm that
shall never die never cease to prey upen the vitals of the sin-
ner ; of a luke that burns thro’ mtcn.hnable ages ; of asmoke
of torment that ascends forever and ever. F rom; t]us fate, at
which nature shudders, repentance ouly can ddlvcr. “ Ex-
cept we repent, we shall pcns | '

Let us consider the import of this awful comminations -
To perish ¢—What is 1t ?—It is to feel the agonizing stroke - -
that sunders theinvisible tie of soul and bodv—that condemns
the last to moulder in the tomb, and rcturns the first to God
who gaveit.--To perish ?--It is to rise again wi ith new capaci-
ties of suficring, and feelings more susceptible of pain.— To
perish 2—It is to be separated from maay most beloved by -
us, who live in the mansions of peace, while we are lost to-
them forever—it is to be excluded from commurion with
the spirits of the just made pcrfect, from the glonous socie-
ty of Patriarchs, Prophets, Apostles, Martyrs, from the se-.
raph tnibe whose ceaseless hallelujahs echo thro’ the vaults:
of heaven, from the blissful presence of Jesus who died for-
us, and the exalted fellowshlp of the etzxnal comforter—itis
to be imprisoned among impure, unholv, and unhappy, spi-.
rits, the liar, the oppressor, the blasphemer, the adulterer,:
the murderer —it 1s to witness, and assist, their infernal or-
gles—it 1s to worship on the altars of hell—it is to exist for-
ever under the horrours of despair, and in the shadesof a
darkness made visible by the unguenchable fires of destruc-
tion. To perish :i—Great God ! It is to behold thy face no.
more ; and to pine under the tortures of thy dlspleasure,
which shzll know no limits but thme OWN existence. .

Say, then, my brethren, Is not that gracé invaluable—is.
not that duty indispensable—which opens a refuge from mise-
ries otherwise inevitable ! Is not repentance both important
and necessary ¢ And ought it not, accompanied, as we admit
that1t is, by something which may comparatively be called
pamiul and Inconvenient, ought it not, by every reasonable

mxr;d to be preferred to the duextful and fatal plcasures of
sin? .

Let us, then, make no delay in comnlvmg with the exhor-
tation of the text. If we are convinced that the duty it em-
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braces 1simportant and indispensable, let us mstantly cultivate
those dlsposxtlons which are congenial withit. By procrase
tination, we only increase its n« cessnv and at the same time
harrass per formance with a load of accumulated difficulties.

-In order to excite and cherish penitent affections, let us -
throw a retrospect on our past lives. Witkout breach of cha- -
rity, 1¢ may surely be asserted that the most upright of us wilt
discover enough in his own conduct to affect him with re-
morseful feclings. Let us consider in how many instances.
we have acted against our better judgment; doing what we
knew to be wrong, and reglecting what we knew tobe right:
in how many instances we have set at nought the admonitions
of those who have a claim to our respectful attention: in how
many instances we have offered violence to consc1ence, wan-
tonly overleaping the barriers it erects against vice: in how
many instances we have extinguished the dawnings of grace,
and resisted the motions and solicitations of the Holy Spirit.
If,upon acandid review of the past, self-love shallnot be able to,
repel the charge that we have come very far short of our duty,
let us not, at the peril of our lives, suffer conviction to perish
in the vortex of Dissipation. Belelve it, Dissipation 1s hos-
tile to virtue. Let us be self collected. Let us reflect. Had
Adam rcflected, this might have been a sinless and a happy
world. Let us retire occasionally from the active scenes of
life. Let us shut out its cares—its noise—and its pleasures.
Amidst the shades of holv solitude, penetrated with regret
for our multiplied offences, let us pour our sorrows into the
bosom of J-sus. Let usunreservedly confess our sins to him
who is fai*hful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousncss. Let us abjure our most beloved
idols.  Let us drag forth our cherished lusts from their lurk-
ing places in our hearts, aud slay them at the foot of the cross.
Let an even tenour of obedience ; a conscientious discharge
of every duty to God—to our neighbour—and to ourselves ;
evince the sincerity of our repentance. And, that these
blessed featur-s of Christian virtue may adern our lives, let
- us implore the enlightening and converting influences of the
Holy Ghost.  He is the Authour of Repentance and every
other grace.  But for him, no virtuous 1mp1e%10n would
ever be felt by the human heart no good resolves would
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ever be foctered until Providence calls them forth to benefit
. and beautify human life.

On this day, which the Ficty of the Supreme Judicatory
of our Church hath setapart for the special purpeses of fast-
ing, humiliation, and prayer, let this great work of Repen-
tance be effectually begun ; let resolations of amendment and
reformation take deep and firm root in our hearts. . Asmem-
bers of the social body, we participate in its sins; and its
sins, without doubt, are manitold and atrecious. Were I
to attempt the cnumeration of them, the catalogue, however
defeciive, would be at once melancholy and disgusting ; such
as would compel every good, loyal, and pubiick spirited, -
man, to exclaim, ¢“Oh that my head were waters, and mine
eves a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and "night”
for my Country’s transgressions ! * - | |

To suggést but a few paiticulém.

Is it not evident that the crime of murder is on the increase? -
that so far from fixing on the perpetrator of it the well earn-
ed mark of infamy and abhoirence, it, for the most part, el-
evates him in the estimation of society?! Does he not frequent-
Iy defy the very front of authority Divine and human? Do
we not see him among the foremost to trample on the Sove-
reignty of the Laws ; that sovereignty which he is bound by
office and by oath to support? And for all this, is he not most
nefariouslv rewarded by the Publick respect? Is not the seri-
ous part of the Commmunity insulted by avowed statements of
his violations of law, and audacious panegyricks on his in-
trepidity in crime ? And donot these things occur in the face of
the civiipower which too, often sleeps over this abominable
trecason ugainst decency ? ' '

Is it not evident that offences against the Laws of honour
and honcsty are on the increase! Forgery—Swindling—
Frauds against Individuals and the Publick 2 |

Is it not evident that covetousness, extortion, gaming inall
its diversified shapes, are the reproach of persons in every
walk and condition of life!? |

* Jeremiah, Ch : 9th,
B

et
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- Is it net evident that there is a spirit abroad not more hos--
tiie to the purity and simplicity of our holy Religion than to
he genius of our Republican Constitutions . A spirit of Lux-
trv and Dissipation—pompand fastidiousness—profusion and
vcluptuousness—prodigality and debauchery—revelling and
wantonness—pride and ambition ? - |

Is it not evident that the publick presses too frequently
groan under the weight of falsehood and calumny, and teem
with the vile fabrications of a party spirit at war with truth
and candour, with the dignity of the mest established reputa-
tion, and the peace of the most unblemished character ?

Is it not evident that iniquity abounds and the love of ma-
nv waxeth cold ¢ that there is a reigning indifference as to
all religious truth and duty, principle and practice ? Is it
not too evident to need demonstration that acknowledged
irreligion 1s no bar to the enjoyment of popular esteem and
favour, but is, in many cases, the surest road to opulence
and honour ¢ 7 |

Would to God that all these things were less evident.

Hitherto T havehad reference to the Publick manners—the
moral condition of our country—at large, andin the general.
But 1t 1s proper that we arraign ourselves at the bar of en-
lightened conscience for those delinquencies with which we
have more particularly to upbraid ourselves as~members of
the Ecclesiastical Community governed by that very Rev.
Assembly whose recommendatory resolution hath convoked
us this day.

Ty Brethren—There was a time when zeal in the cause
of God, a zcal according to knowledge, was honourahly
characteristick of our Denomination. There was a time when
the fire” of devotion flamed on our altars.  Our pious fore-
fathers ¢ were exceeding jealous for the Lord God of hosts.”
They were fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. Their morn-
ing and their evening sacrifice ceased not.  The sabkath was
t'.cir delight, and they counted it honourable : They rem:m-
b-1ed it, and keptit hely : Their heart’s desire was to be in
tae Spirit through out the Lord’sday. They were familiar
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with the book of life. They watched. They prayed. They
neglected not the dedication of their infant offspriny to God :
They were faithful in training them up in the narture and ad~
monition of the Lord : in teaching them, athome, the prin-
ciples of Religion ; and presenting them to receive “the ca-
techetical instructions of their Pastors. These were a part. -
of their pious usages. Ah—how unlike our venerable sires. .
are we? ‘ : "

It is in vain that we flatter ourselves with a name to live,
while all that can distinguish the man of grace from the man
of the world, the children of - the Kingdom from the children
- of this generation, the real from the nominal Christian, ap--

pears to be either dead, or dying, in most of us.. -

Religious fervour of Spirit is a quality few among us pos--
sess. Family worship is almost banished from the practice:
of too many of our churches. The services of the sanctuary. -
are a heavy tax upon the patience of most of our people;,
who attend upon them with a remissness and an irregularity
deserving the highest and most pointed censure. So far is.
the Divine Institution of the sabbath from being treated with
even the semblance of respect, by multitudes within our pale,
that, if there be one day in the seven more than all the rest.
surrendered to the reign of pleasure, or to the usurpations of*
a supposititious convenience, to feasting, to rioting, to noise
and confusion, to visiting in town and country, ¢ is this sa--
cred day. Few search the scriptures; fewer still think it
worth their while to lift up their hearts with their voices in.
praver to God : and none, I had almost said, cultivate a spir- _
1t of watchfulness against temptation. The seasonable Bap-- *
tism of children is reputed an affair of minor importance, if
Important at all: and their religious education, the instillin
into their young minds sentiments of reverence for the Di-
vine Majesty, and forming them to Christian principles and
habits, is neglected to a degree which argues a destitution of'-
the best affections of a parent’s heart, and threatens the next.
generation with the most alarming consequences, -

O Zion! how is thy gold become dim, thy most fine gold
changed ! Daughter of my People ; how is the glory depart-
cd from thee, and thy beauty consumed from thy dwelling¥
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Where is our zeéal?” Where our holy jealousy? Where the
fire of our devetion? Oversuch degeneracy, the pm':ng An-
gels mighit weep, that minister to the Church.

From this deplorable state of Apostacy and defrr'xdatlon,
every motive tl:r.‘. can influence a rational and immestal soul,
oficrs itseif to recizim you. Thne Church; by whose S.mreme
Courcil vou arc convened, culls on vou, this day, thro’ my
voice, to submit to these motives. The Holy Spm* requires.
vou to submii to them, and is ready to assist you by his grace.

If vou love vour Children—Repent: If you love "thé
Church—Repent:  If vou love vour Country—Repent: If
vou love the Saviour of the World—Repent : If you would
escape the righteous judgments of Al“nghtVGod——-chent'
If vou would live in the realms of glor) when Death shall
be desiroyed, and sin shall be no more--nepcnt° Repent: “Let
the wicked forsake his wav, and the unrighteous man his
thoughis; and let him returnunto the Lord, and he will have mer-
cy upon him ; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”

- Isaid, if you love your Country—Repent. In the words
of the As: emblv “vour Country appears to be threztened
with great calamities.” We Live in an age pregnant with oc-
currences of unusual magnitude and terrifick mv*ort:m
and heaven only knows w hat forinidable cvils the am! ,i;ior., .
and other v :es of blood stained Europe mav pl'mt upon our
peaceful shores. The gencral diffusion of that 1'1ghtf ousness
which erdinarilv exalteth a nation will be the most effecinal
means to conciliate Him, whose kingdsm rulethever “d, znd
the mvsterious dispensations of whose Providencécinbrace
the alternate depression and prosperity of Statcs and :Lr.".mres.
As a Community cannot but suffer from the vices of the In-
dividuais of whom it is composed so, on the contrarv, we
have reason to conclude that the reformation of those Indl-
viduals will essentially benefit the Community; and, conse-
quend,, cvery real penitent, every person who renounces
that which is evil, and cleaves to that which is good, hnhlcns,
In a greater or less degree, the pressure'of nat: fonal i Iniquity.
Remember thatthe sincere followers of the Son of Godare call-
ed the salt of the earth, bv which it is scasoned, and pre-
served frem the inroads of corruntion: and let thf* fuihful
vecords of history inferm you.how often the chosea few who
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do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with their God,
prove the Salvation of the State; how often the prayers and
mtercessions of the soldiers of Christ triumph over the
mightiest arm of flesh. What encouragement this to the
man whose heart is susceptible of the cmotionsof real pa-

triotism!

If the goodness of God 15 ever calculated to lead men to
repentance, such should be its operation here. Never has
‘there been a nation more highly favoured in many respects,
than the Unijted States of America. And, at present, how- 1
ever painful the privations under which some portions of thé -
Community may labour, however severe the aspect of the
times upon all, the aspect of the times loses much of 1its se-
~ verity, and the privations sink into comparative insignificance,
when we contrast our general condition with that of thena- ', -
tions of the old world. Our cities are not wrapt in flames. -
Our temples are not insulted by military profanation. Qut -
youth are not dragged into the field to fight the battles of un-
principled ambition. Our ‘aged -men and our infants are not
massacred before our eyes. Our wives and our daughters
are not the prey of lustful violence. If we are chastised,
no man can deny that our chastisements are indescribablyless
than our ingratitude has deserved. Herein, then, 1is the un-
merited goodness of God most signally and luminously ma. -
nifcsted. Letus be devouty thankful for it ;” and let the im-
pression of 1t lead us to repentance. *Let the wicked for-
saxe his way, and the unrighteous nian his thoughts; and
let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon
him ; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”

-

He will remit our personal guilt, and restore us to his fa-
vour. e will scatter the gathering clouds which seem to
threaten desolation to our country; he will encamp round
about her ; be her manition of rocks ; her wall of guardian
fire; and will so watch over her peace aiud her glory,” that no
weapon, forcign or domestick, formed against either, shall - .
prosper. L B L

To this, every good Christian and loyal Citizen will join
me ia saying, Amen—-—3o0]Jet it be.






