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the office. 
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be addressed to Central Presbyterian, Box 
37, Richmond, Va. 

Richardson & Southall, 
Editors and Proprietors. 

[Entered at the Post-Office at Richmond, Va., as 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

Letter from Italy. 
Milan, Nov. 17th, 1881. 

Messrs. Editors,—How many lovely 
cities there are in Italy! Each one con- 

tains a marvel, and each marvel has its 
particular character. Each of them has [ 
produced a genius which it unfolds, in ! 
exchange for the present of existence— 
and the aspiration of immortality. The 
divinest monument of this, the civil city 
of Italy, and of its especial kind of archi- 
tecture, is 

The Cathedral of Milan. 

Of all the arts, the most impressive is that 
of architecture. Stones shaped by de- 
sign, and expressive of beauty and bar-! 
mony, give pure and intellectual pleas- ! 
ure. The great lines, the broad spaces, i 
tne ambitious arcnes, tne aerial cupolas, 
the columns with their adornments, the 
galleries with their perspectives, the 
court-yards and their cloisters, force upon 
the mind profound meditations, and al- 
ways express the genius of the age with 
its symbolical character. Without a > 

doubt the best architecture to resist the 
tooth of time, as well as the more destruc- 
tive rage of man, is the Grecian, with its, 
imperturbable strength and stability. 
But the Grecian architecture, though1 
complete in its subjection to the laws of 
harmony and proportion, is distinguished 
by small power of expression. It is too 
severe and rigid to appeal powerfully to 
the imagination. In fine, we come to1 
architecture, as to everything else, look-1 
ing through the dominant element of our 

nature—as through a glass. To those in 
whom reason and conscience preponder- 
ate, the simplicity of the Grecian style, 
with its truth to nature, will, always be 
preferable. The icffkginative, however, 
demand something more hold and strik- 
ing. Art is a magician, and impresses 
her kiss of fire on very different fore- 
heads—the high and narrow, as well as 

the broad and square. In obedience to 
her behest the artists of the ages con- 

ceived the Gothic method. Not a line of 
Roman severity is to be seen in the Ca- 
thedral of Milan. Truly it is imagina- : 
tion run wild—the florid Gothic expanded 
in such profuse open work as to constitute 
forever the richest flower of the renais- 
sance. Begun in 1386 by Duke John 
Galeas Visconti, it is not yet entirely 
comnleted. though 500 vears and 550 mil- : 

lions of francs have been expended upon 
its erection. This tale of years and ex- 

pense would sound improbable but for a 

vision of the cathedral itself. No gallery 
in Europe contains nearly so much sculp- 
ture. The building is four hundred and j 
fifty-four feet in length, two hundred and 
seventy in breadth, and the arched roof 
is two hundred and thirty-two in height. 
From highest turret to foundation stone 
the material is of fine white marble— 
from the quarries of Gandoglio. Exter- 
nally the whole superficies is loaded with 
ornament. The friezes of the monuments, 
the cusps of the turrets, the roofs them- 
selves are crowned with chisellings.— 
White marble statues appear in every 
niche, in every angle, on every steeple, 
round every spire. There total number 
has been estimated at more than 4,000, 
but many of them have been carved for 
immortality alone, and they are so con- 
cealed as to be only visible to the birds 
of the air which perch on them. Within 
the Cathedral, fifty-two marble pillars, 
each eighty-four feet in height, twenty- 
four feet in circumference, and adorned 
with many statues as well as pediments 
enriched with a prodigious nuantity of 
arabesques, support the vast edifice. The 
marble floor, the red polished columns,. 
the singularly painted ceiling of the 
vault—a perfect imitation of sculpture, the rich colored glass windows, the vari- 
ous altars, the oaken confessionals, the' 
ejpulchral urns, the different chapels, the 
paintings, the basso-relievos, the forrest 
of statues sculptured by men of rank, 
would require a vast time for careful ex- 
ftminatiorr. We can but ascend for a 
final view to the root of the temple. Who- 
ever has a feeling for the beautiful can- I 
not help admiring the view from the 

platform of the great cupola. Immedi 
ately about you are an endless number o 
statues carved by the most celebratec 
sculptors, and surmounting hundreds o 
ornamented pyramids. From every an 

gle of the temple beauty leaps forth t< 
greet the observer, here the numberlesi 
gutters, there the surprising, creeping 
arches; on this Bide magnificent galleries 
and by that, astonishing ogees on th< 
storied parapets. The whole set in ordei 
with such a symmetry that amid all thii 
seeming madness of architectural display 
one cannot escape the consciousness of i 
consonant method withal. Turning th< 
bewildered eye from the immense roof, £ 
most imposing view of the whole city and 
plain is presented, surrounded by tht 
cha'ins of snow-capped mountains which 
form a girdle on the horizon. To at- 
tempt to describe the sublimity of thf 
Cathedral of Milan is" useless. Better tc 
see, feel, admire—and be silent. It is 
unequalled in the world ! 

Leaving the Cathedral, we visit hastily 
the ancient Convent of the Dominicans 
celebrated for 
The Famous Painting of the Last Sup- 

per, by Leonardi Da Vinci. 
It is not a fresco, but an oil painting on 
the wall ot the refectory, and occupying 
a whole side of the low hall, in other 
words, about thirty feet in length by fif- 
teen in height. But it has been so much 
disfigured by time and vandalism, that 
it is difficult to trace. Sorrowful is it 
that the two greatest paintings in the 
world, that of the Last Supper by Da 
Vinci, and the Last Judgment in the 
vault of the Sibtine chapel, are so injured 
as to be almost undiscernable. This in the 
Dominican Convent has had an outrage- 
ous history. It could hardly be credited 
that the Milanese authorities, at the be- 
ginning of the century, ohanged the con- 
vent into a prison where French soldiers 
guarded their prisoners of war. French 
OaI <1 A*»n 11 n/I a n «-» m a X X 1. 2.1 
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which had been the greatest ornament of 
Milan for three hundred years. An old 
woman who lived near the refectory has 
I’elated that a soldier of the French hus- 
sars told her he himself had fired at the 
picture when guarding prisoners in the 
hall, not knowing what it was, and that 
the confined prisoners, alike ignorant, 
threw stones and brick-bats against it by 
way of amusement. Bonapaite, who had 
a genius for art in the midst of his mighty 
schemes, on coming to Milan, visited the 
picture, and finding the hall used as a 

place of confinement, " he shrugged his 
shoulders and stamped with his foot,” ac- 

cording to the relation of the aged wo- 

man, and ordering the prisoners away, 
had a door walled up and a balustrade 
extended across the room in front of it. 

Milan has always held a high, distin- 
guished rank in the arts of a useful char- 
acter. The trade of the city is perhaps the greatest of Italy, and its manufactures 
are numerous and flourishing. For evi- 
dence of this fact, we visited before its 
close 

The National Exposition, 
which owed its existence to the initiative 
of Milan, and bore special witness to the 
commercial energy of the Milanese.— 
From May until the first part of Novem- 
ber, more than a million persons passed 
through the turnstiles. Was the Expo- 
sition worth seeing? Well not worth 
coming from America expressly to see, 
but by no means an uninstructive lounge 
when one is actually at Milan. Of the 
Exhibition itself, the Italians are very 
proud, and well they may be, as it be- 
tokens tor the hrst time that Italy is 

awaking from the apathetic industrial 
sloth that has pervaded the peninsula 
everywhere. The ox and the ass are to 
be relegated to the rear, and the cycle of 
steam is to emerge. The Exposition does 
not prove that Italian industry is full 
grown, but that it is a child fairly born, 
and is an armful of immense probabilities. 
Their machinery is not better than ours, 
but it is prettier externally. One diffi- 
culty, however, is that if an engine is 
wanted, or any other species of machinery, the element of time is not taken into con- 

sideration, and it requires months to com- 

plete the order. Their carriages are light, but yet strong, and in finish surpass the 
world, although considerably cheaper 
than our own. In silks they are run- 

ning the Lyons manufacturers closely. 
The silks for dresses are of excellent qual- 
ity, and there is considerable exportation 
of them for England and America. The 
French manufacturers could scarcely 
maintain their ground but for the advan- 
tage of Paris being the centre of fashion, 
and they are thus able to secure a market 
for inferior goods by manufacturing pre- 
cisely the thing that is the want of the 
season. The silk worm is reared with 
great success in Lombardy, and one of 
the most attractive features in the Exhi- 
bition was the processes of the whole pro- 
duction. Always great crowds wera 
thronged about the machines. From the 
glass cases with their worms feeding on 
the mulberry leaves, through the stage of 
the cocoons steeped in hot water, and the 
delicate silken threads^ disengaged and 
reeled with as delicate machinery, clear 
to the loom, with its finished product, of 
brilliant and complicate pattern, the silk 
passed successively under the eye of the 

spectator. The cocoons and the machines 
f were manipulated by Milanese girls, who 
1 preserve tne ancient customs, and with 
f their hair folded in tresses and bound to- 

gether with a number of silver bodkins, 
► making a sort of shield at the back of the 
i head, presented a very peculiar and 
; unique appearance. Cotton could also be 

traced from the raw material to the man- 
s ufactured article. This is an element 

which was wanting in the International 
) Exposition at Philadelphia, but we are 

sure the example of the Milanese could 
have been anticipated on a large scale by 

1 the authorities of that exhibition,' and 
with even greater tokens of popular in- 
terest than it did receive. 

In the centre of the building at Milan, 
there was a dome filled with the cele- 
brated Majolica Ware. For centuries 
this has been an Italian product, but of 
late years a good deal of additional skill 
and intelligence has been devoted to its 
perfection. The competition of the rival 
factories is said to be so fierce that the 
higher priced products are sold without 
a profit. The forms of the vases are in 
many instances exquisite in beauty. In 
some cases they are new, but for the 
most part models of the antique. 

After the Exposition, the dismal weath- 
er dampened our enthusiasm in further 
exploration of this grandly built city. 
Mean looking houses are as rare as pal- 
aces in other towns. But with rain fall- 
ing thick and fast, and the tempest 
moaning sadly through the vacant streets 
—we traversed the great squares leading 
to our hotel, oblivious to all save their 
gloom, and tempted to substitute for 
Milan magnificent—Milan muddy. 

L. M. C. 

Letter from Atlanta, Ga. 
The International Cotton Exposition. 

Atlanta, Dec. 8, 1881. 
Jlessrs. Editors,—The International 

Cotton Exposition, inaugurated October 
5th, is now in the midst of a successful 
career. Of late the attendance has large- 
ly increased. The weather has continued 
mild for the season, and highly favorable. 
Crowds come and go full of admiration 
and delight at the wonderful spectacle. 
I desire to quote the expressed opinions 
of others with reference to this great Southern Exposition. 

The editor of the Oincirtyati Gazette, 
on returning from a second. visit to At- 
lanta, published an article on the Expo- 
sition. He said: 

In point of general interest the Atlanta Ex- 
position ranks next to the Centennial at Phila- 
delphia. No one can study the Exposition without discerning the amazing resources of the 
South. It is capable of producing almost every 
thing within its own borders. The mineral re- 
sources of the South have been barely scratched 
The underlying riches have been merely sam 
pled, so to speak, yet the exhibit of these, as re- 
marked, is amazing.” 

Editor A. K. McClure, of the Phila- 
detphia Times, thus writes to his journal the results of his recent extended visit to j 
Atlanta: 

" The Atlanta Exposition is to this city and , State what the Centennial Exposition was to 
Philadelphia and Pennsylvania. By the Cen- 1 
tennial Exposition Philadelphia was made the * 
centre of Northein progress for years to come, \ 
and Pennsylvania was quickened to the stride 
of more than a decade in a single year. By the 
Cotton Exposition Atlanta is made for more 

| than a generation to come the centre, the foun- 
tain of the now departure in the South. It is i 

I one of the most beautiful inland cities on the 
continent, and its beauty has all the glow of 

I ruddy health and long endurance." 
Many have expressed the deliberate 
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Foreign Exhibits, the Art and Horticul- 
tural Departments, this Exposition ex- 
cels the Centennial at Philadelphia. In- 
deed, in a short speech delivered last 
night,ex-Governor Jewell,of Connecticut, testified that for practical purposes, uses 
and ends, it takes the lead of all other 
fairs. Here are his words: 

" I have been quite a constant attendant at 
fairs. I saw the first great world's fair at New ] 
\ ork ; I have attended the Mechanic’s institute , fairs ever since. I was at both the great fairs in 
Boston this year; I spent a month at the Vi- 1 
enna exposition in 1873 ; I was a month at the ! 
Paris exposition of 1867; I spent six weeks at 
the Centennial, and yet, for all the practical pur- ( 
poses of life and which we want most to cultivate 
and push forward to their true consummation, I 

I have seen no fair, exposition or exhibition which 
answered all the purposes for which it was in- 
tended as well as this one does." 

One of the finest displays of minerals 
and woods is that made by the Richmond 
& Danville Railway Company, supple- mented by a magnificent display of the 
Georgia Pacific Railway, which is an ex 
tension of the former line west to the 
Mississippi river. In these two collec- 
tions we see the rich and varied minerals, 
woods, and other productions of North 
Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and Missis- 
sippi. Other railroads and various States 
have made fine exhibits. The whole is a 

1 

grand advertisement to the world of the 1 

resources and capabilities of the South 1 

J. II. M. 1 

——————— 1 

—-Carlyle on the Catechism.— 
" The older I grow—and I now stand upon the * 
brink of eternity—the more comes back to me 
the sentence in the Catechism which I learned i 
when a child, and the fuller and deeper its 
meaning becomes: • What is the chief end of 
man ? To glorify God, and enjoy Him for- 
ever. 

i 

For the Central Presbyterian. 
Relics. 

In a learned article on Buddhism oc- 

curs this paragraph: 
“The most renowned of relics is Budd- 

ha’s left eye-tooth, the present palladium 
of Ceylon, whose history is quite romantic 
and miraculous. It is a piece of bent 
ivory, about two inches long, kept in a 

splendid chapel and surrounded by many 
jewels. Buadha’s skull, eye-balls, shoul- 
der-blade, etc., his manuscript of the 
Dharma, his gowns, alms-pot, etc., his 
shadow, heaven-ladder, his animal bodies, 
as bird, elephant, etc., the Boddlii-tree 
at Gaya, and many other relics are shown 
in various places.” 

Romish priestcraft is singularly like 
that of Buddha in many things; among others in the reverence manifested for 
counterfeit relics. In this particular it 
must be acknowledged that Oriental 
imagination has surpassed western inge- 
nuity. Nowhere has the Church of Rome 
succeeded in securing the shadow of one 
of its saints! Has the isle of Patmos been 
thoroughly explored for that of St.John? 
Possibly too, St. Jacob’s ladder might yet 
be recovered! S. L. C. 

Obtaining Money from the Churches 
on False Pretences. 

Messrs. Editors,—All of our ministers and 
people ought to bo warned against John Cero- 
ghini, an Italian, now travelling in the South, 
professing to be an agent to collect money for a 
church or churches in Italy—(Protestant or Wal 
densian). He is an apostate and impostor. This 
fact has been ascertained by correspondence 
with gentlemen in Italy who know all about 
tiim. lie is very plausible, and unf rtunately 
ias a number of letters from minist»rsof the 
Episcopal, Presbyterian, and other Protestant 

_1. 1_1_5 
— M**v u UCbOIVOU uy II1 LLl a 

Yours respectfully, 
Charles S. Vexable. 

Charlottesville, December 10th. 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES. 

Southern Presbyterian. 
Rev. J. A. Lefevre, D. D„ preached at the 

Westminster church, Baltimore, on Thursday, 
November 14th, Thanksgiving day, from Jer. 
cviii: —10. The Baltimore Presbyterian says the 
lermon was one of Dr. Lefevre’s happiest efforts 
ind made a profound impression. 

Rev. W. W. Downey has been invited by 
he Second Presbyterian church, Charlotte, N. 

to fill the pulpit of that church until they call 
pastor. Mr. Downey, during the summer, sup ^lied the First church, Raleigh, N. C., in the 

ibsenceof the pastor and gave great satisfaction. 
^ev» R. Pieston, of Blacksburg, Va., 

was in Wytheville on Sunday, 1th inst., and 
ireached morning and evening in the Presby- 
erian church. 

Mt. Horeb Church, Lexington Pres- 
bytery, Va.—A letter from the pastor, Rev. 
r. M. Boyd, of December 5th, says: "We had 

delightful communion meeting last week. Wo 
lad nine additions to the church, most of them 
rom the Sabbath School. This makes sixty- line added since I came here. But the old 
>eople are dropping off one by one. Our coun- 
ty is improving rapidly and soon will be 
he most thickly settled and prosperous part of 
Augusta county. The Shenandoah Valley en- 
.erprise is a grand enterprise.” 

Rev. E. H. Harding, D. D., since his 
esignation as pastor of the Second church, 
charlotte, N. C., has been supplying the First 
ihurch, Charleston, S. C. He is now preaching 
<o the hirst church, Savannah, Qa. 

setters addressed to Marshall House, Savan- 
iah, Ga., will reach him. 

Windy Cove Church, Va.—The fall 
lommumon service at Windy Cove on the 1st 
Sabbath in December, was unusually pleasant. 
£ev. E. McCorkle assisted the pastor, Rev. A. 

< ocke, !• riday and Saturday previous. On 
Friday three deaconR, Messrs. John McDonald, II. Mc( lung, and J. McDonald were ordained 
and installed. Five were added to the num- 
)er of full comrauniccnts, and 21 children bap- 
tized. A pleasing feature on the Sabbath was 
he administration of the Lord’s Supper by Rev. 
Samuel Brown. All seemed touched b/ the 
vords of this aged and beloved servant of 
'kr'8t- Anon. 

Organization.—I organized, as Presbyte- 
ial evangelist, a church at Lake Eustis, Orange 
lounty, Fla., on November 26th. Two elders 
ind two deacons were elected, Messrs. R. C. 
rremaino and A. SpofTord as elders, and A S. 
endry and B. II. Vogt as deacons. Elder 

Samuel Reeve, of Leesburg, assisted us in the 
>rganizing. Rev. J. A. Kimmons supplies this 
:hurch once a month. He was unable to be prc- 
ient at the organization. 

The Lake Eustis church will erect a house of 
worship some time during the winter. 

* W. 0. F. W. 
Dr. Smoot Declines —A letter has been 

eceived in Augusta from Dr. Smoot, declining 
he call to the postorate of the First Presbytc- 
ian church. A strong influence was brought to 
>ear on Dr. Smoot hy his church and the church 
ircss in the southwest,urging his non-acceptance 
>f the flattering call from the church in Au- 
;nsta, Oa.—Evening Newt. 

Installation.—The Rev. A. M. Hassell was 
nstallod pastor of the Eatonton church, Augusta Frcsbytery, Novomber 4th. 

Second Church, Augusta, Oa._Five 
persons were received on profession of faith at 
he last communion. 

H. C. DuBose.—A correspondent of 
the Southern Presbyterian writes: 

This beloved brother and cherished servant of 
the Church arrived at Darlington, S. C., on the 
morning of November 16th, 1881, and was met 
at the depot by a committee, appointed by the 
session to welcome him back to his old home. 
At 3J P. M., oc the day of his arrival, he was 

with us at our weekly prayer meeting, and 
caused our hearts to burn within us while he 
talked to us of the religious privations of the 
heathen. 

At 7 P. M., on Friday, he addressed a largo 
congregation in the Baptist church ; his subject 
being the Land of Sinim.” 

On the Sabbath, our own house of worship 
being in the hands of the architect, the Presby- 
terian congregation united with the brethren of 
the Baptist church. An eloquent discourse on 
the " Three religions of China” was delivered 
by Mr. DuBose. 

Second Church, Wilmington, N. C._ 
Rev. R. B. McAlpine, pastor of the church at 
Goldsboro, N..C., assisted Rev. C. M. Payne in 
services at, and for seven days preceding, tho 
communion on 4th inst. The preaching waB 
direct and heartsearching. Three persons were 
received into the church on profession of faith 
and one by certificate. This church grows 
steadily under God’s bless ng ol the ministra- 
tions of a faithful pastor and faithful officers. 

N. C. Presbyterian. 
Greensboro, N. C.—A correspondent of 

I the i\. C. Presbyterian writes, December 5th* 
| Our delightful meeting has closed after three 
j weeks of faithful preaching and praying, of as- 
I sembling morning and evening and taking 
j sweet counsel together, with God’s spirit wit- 
I nessing with ours and with a new song put into 

| many new hearts and mouths. The fruits of 
this revival meeting now sum up sixteen on 

profession (eight of whom received baptism) and 
four on certificate—twenty in all. There are 
several others who I am sure will come forward 
at our next communion. Surely the Lord ia 
in this place.” 

Columbia, Mo,—Mr. Wilkie writes, last 
Monday: 

What a sight gladdened our eyes yesterday 
morning' Twenty-seven new converts, re- 

ceived since last Sabbath,, publicly confessed 
Christ. The ordinance of Baptism was adminis- 
tered to seven of them, all the others being chil- 
dren of the Covenant. There wero also three 
additions by letter; and last night two moro 
were examined and received by the Session. 

We have had the quietest meeting 1 ever saw. 
No excitement, just a plain presentation of the 
truth which the IIolj Spirit has U3ed for the 
salvation of souls. 

Many are still inquiring the way to Zion, and 
the meeting will go on. The Lord be praised 

St. Louis Presbyterian. 
More Good News.—Rev. C. W. Hum- 

phreys, of Taris, writes us, December 3rd. 
I returned home to day from aiding Bro. 

Travis in a meeting at Now Hope church. 
God has met with His people there and poured 
out a blessing on them. There is joy in many 
a home as well as in the presence of the angels 
of txod. Nineteen are known to have professed 
faith in the Saviour, and eighteen have, at this 
writing, joined the Church. The interest is 
unabating—increasing, and I expect to return 
to the work to morrow, Sabbath. Bro. Travis 
will report to you the final result.”—lb. 

^ev- R. -A.. Webb accepts an invitation to 
the Bethel church, S. Carolina, which has been in 
charge of Rev. S. L. Watson more than 40 years, 
who now retires because of the infirmities of 
age. Mr. Webb’s address is Bethel, York Co. 
S. C.—76. 

Moore Memorial Church, Nashville, 
tlenn.—A series of protracted services began 
at this church on the 6th of November, and con- 
tinues yet. The pastor has been indefatigable 
in labors, especially in visiting. His people, and 
particularly the Sabbath School, have been ac- 
tive in gathering congregations. The most of 
the preaching has been done by Rev. Dr. J. W. 
Hoyte. Rev. Dr. Doak, and Rev. Mr. Cowan 
have aided. 

Lafayette Presbyterian Church, New 
Orleans.—The first Sabbath in December was 
the 25th anniversary of the pastoral relation of 
Dr. Markam to this church. At the beginning 
of his labors thsre were only 23 members. Now 
there is a large and flonrishing congregation. 

Columbia Seminary.—Receipts for No- 
[ vetnber. 

For the Howe Memorial, $1,155 32 
" Georgia Professorship, 235 00 

" " Fourth Professorship, 891 25 

Total, $2,281 57 
Previously acknowledged, 33,580 82 

Grand total, $35,812 39 

}__J. B. Mack, Financial Agent. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 
The "Seven Mile Ford Presbyterian church" 

of Smytbo county, Va., returns thanks for tho 
$15.50 sent to "help buy an organ," by some 

young ladies of Huntsville, Ala., " the proceeds 
of a parlor concert" under the management of 
Miss ShefTcy, Miss White, Miss Carrington, and 
others, 

___ 

—There are in Philadelphia 545 Sab- 
bath schools. Of these, 114 are connected with 
Presbyterian and Reformed churches; 125 with 
Methodist churches, and 110 with Episcopal 
churches, 78 with Baptist churches and 33 with 
Lutheran churches. The membership of all tho 
schools is 174,295; 157,817 scholars and 16,488 
teachers. 
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For the Central Presbyterian. 
What is Christian Baptism ? 

By Rev. R. R. Howison. 
The discourse which follows was delivered 

within the past month, to congregations of th 
Samuel Davies church, Hanover county, Va. 
No sectarian or belligerent spirit incited either 
its preparation or its delivery. Two objects— 
each, in itself, legitimate—weie sought: first 
to satisfy and establish the minds of some good 
people, in my own pastoral charge, who had be- 
come disturbed as to the action in Christian 
baptism; second, to furnish from Holy Scrip 
ture, from sound laws and usages of language, 
and from authentic history, such eviderces and 
arguments as would aid honest inquirers in 
every denomination to reach safe conclusions on 
this subject. Good reason exists for believing 
that both of these objects have been, to an im- 
portant extent, accomplished.* And so man}* 
requests have been presented for copies of the 
discourse it has been considered best to let it ap- 
pear in a form in which it will be accessible to 
all who may desire it. R. R. II. 

** I indeed baptize you with water unto re 

pentance ; but he that cometh after me is might 
ler than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear 
He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and 
with fire.”—Matt, iii: 11. 

Christian baptism is admitted by all 
churches, denominations, and people who 
profess to be followers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to be the visible sign and symbol 
of initiation into His Church on earth. 
It is an ordinance given to us by Christ 
himself in those divine words in which, 
just before he re-ascended to heaven, he 

.issued his commission to his ministering 
servants for all future ages of the world. 

Go ye, therefore, and make disciples ot 
all the nations, baptizing them into the 
name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Ghost." He did not point 
out any specific action or mode of pro- 
ceeding, farther than by using the word 

baptizing. Me aid not say washing, 
or “dipping,” or “immersing,” or “pour- 
ing,” or'“sprinkling.” He used only the 
word “baptize”—the meaning of which 
had been ascertained, and was well un- 
derstood by the age and the people of 
His day. Christ—our omniscient Re- 
deemer—was, as to his human nature, of 
the Jewish race, born of a Jewish mother, 
his reputed father a Jew, his earthly avo- 
cations and education and enviroument 
Jewish, his original disciples all Jews, 
and therefore we are compelled to be- 
lieve that in using this word “baptize” 
he used it in the sense in which it was 
understood among the Jews of His day 
What that sense was, we have abundant 
historical means for ascertaining, and J 
propose to show you what it was. But 
before doing so, and in the very opening 
of this di8COu.se, I wish to say a few 

* words to prevent any possible mistake or 

misapprehension as to my own views, and 
what I understand to be the views of the 
venerable Church of which I am an hum- 
ble minister. We hold that Christian 
baptism is the application of water to a 

proper subject, in the name of God the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
by an authorized minister of Christ. We 
do not hold that any special mode of this 
application of water is essential to the 
validity of the ordinance. We verily be- 
lieve that the application of the element 
by effusion, or pouring, or sprinkling is 
the mode suggested and indicated by the 
Holy Scriptures of God, as the proper 
mode, the preferable mode, the mode best 
adapted to all climates, conditions, states j 
of health, ages, and sexes, and as the , mode and the action most vividly sym- , 
bolical of the outpouring and operation ( 
of the Holy Spirit in His renewing and < 
sanctifying power. Therefore, this is the ( mode we adopt and practice. But we do 
not deny the validity of immersion in 
water, as Christian baptism, if done in ( the name of the Father and of the Son 
ana oi tne ttoiy opint. Jrience we re- ( 

cognize as brethren beloved and as en- ] 
titled to full fellowship and communion ] 
with us as Christians, all who have been < 

thus baptized, and who retain their in- 
tegrity and good standing as believers in j 
Christ. Although we differ from them > 

as to the preferable mode and action in- | 
volved in the rite, yet we recognize their < 

conscientious preferences, and have no , 
controversy with them as to the validity ; 
of immersion. In fact, we know from 
Church history that, from a period at 
least as far back as the third century of j the Christian era, and down to the pre- 
sent time, some persons, in all parts of j the visible Church and in all its divisions j and denominations—whether known as ^ the Church of the fathers, the Roman 
Church, the Greek Church, the Episcopal, j 
Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, Con- j 
gregational, Lutheran, or any other form { of Christian Church—have preferred im- , 
mersion in water as the most suitable t mode of baptism. And these persons j have embraced many eminent names of j learned and devout Christians. But all j such persons as we now speak of, while j 
expressing a preference for immersion, { have distinctly declared and left on re- , cord their conviction that while immer- 
sion was the preferable mode, it was not ( the essential mode—it was not the only i mode in which the ordinance could be { 
validly administered—that baptism by j 
effusion, pouring, or sprinkling of water, ( if done and received from conscientious 
motives, and in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit, was f valid Christian baptism. Therefore, with [ all such persons, in all ages of the world, c 

and in the present age, as far as they ex- 

ist, we have no question at issue of suffi- 
cient importance to justify a zealous con- 

troversy. We bid them God-speed in. 
their own lines of Christian effort and 
labor. 

But I regret to say that, within the 
past three centuries, a class of professing Uhsistians has arisen who, in their tenets 
and principles, differ from those just de- 
scribed as far as slavery to forms differs 
from liberty in Christ—as far as exclu- 
siveness differs from liberality—as far as 

bigotry differs from charity and love. 
That this class of persons are in most 
cases conscientious, we do not deny. Paul 
was conscientious when he persecuted the 
Church, and doubtless Spanish Inquisi- 
tors were often conscientious when they 
applied the rack and the fagot. We 
know too well, from the past history of 
our world, how sadly that sense of the 
right and the wrong which we call con- 
science may be deadened and obscured 
by ignorance, bigotry, prejudice, and par- 
tisanship, ever to admit the validity of 
the plea of conscientiousness. The only 
mitigating effect which such a plea ought 
to have is to induce us to look with deep 
sorrow and compassion on those who 
urge it as a defence for serious errors of 
Dpinion and practice; and to use every 
effort which Christian prudence, love, 
ind zeal united will permit for the re- 
moval of the efficient causes of those 
errors. The class of professed Christians 
jf whom I now speak nave held, and have 
ittempted to carry out in practice, the 
following tenets: 

1. That the immersion of the whole 
body in water in the name of the Father, 
3on, and Holy Spirit, is essential to Chris- 
tian baptism; so that without such im- 
mersion there is no baptism. 

2. That persons who have not received 
mch immersion are not members of the 
visible Church of Christ; and persons 
calling themselves ministers who have 
not received such immersion are not au- 
thorized ministers of Christ. 

3. That, consequently, immersed pro- 
fessors ought not to, and cannot conscien- 
ce .... .. __• T 1 • Cl 
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per, with non-immersed professors, how- 
ever lovely, consistent, and Christ-like 
may be the lives and characters of these 
non-immersed professors. 

Now, every man well acquainted with 
Church history knows that these tenets, 
carried out to their logical results, would 
unchurch—turn out of the Church of 
Christ—at least nine-tenths of all pro- 
fessing believers from the days of the 
A.postles to the present time. This fact 
alone may well cause us to doubt whether 
these lenets are sound, and whether the 
small class of professing Christians (for 
it is a very small class as compared with 
all other prolttsing Christians) who have 
held these tenets and attempted to estab- 
lish them and to force them upon the 
world, are to be believed as the only and 
original discoverers and sound expcnents 
of Christian truth on this subject. But 
r beg you will note, my hearers, that oui 

controversy is with these tenets and not 
with those who hold them. It is impos- 
sible that we shall be at peace with these 
tenets—these principles; because their 
operation, if carried out, is to upturn and 
revolutionize and largely to destroy the 
visible Church of Christ itself in all ages 
of its existence. Therefore this discourse 
is intended to combat these tenets—these 
principles—but not to make war on those 
who hold them. For all of them, as far 
is I know them as Christian men and 
women, I feel sincere respect and esteem, 
ind for many of them the warmest love; 
ind therefore, if this discourse be heard 
oy any of them, I beg them to be assured 
ihat it is not intended herein to hurt 
-heir feelings, or to outrage their religious 
:onvictions, but, in a calm, impartial and 
Christian spirit, to search for and point 
>ut the truth on this subject. 

Turning then to the first of these tenets 
—the foundation principle on which all 
dse in them stands,, viz: that immersion 
>! the whole body in water is the-sole and 
>nly mode or action of valid Christian 
baptism, I ask you to note how impossi- 
ble is the undertaking to maintain it. 
Fhe word baptize” is not originally an 

English word, but is simply a Greek word 
ransferred to the English language, rherefore it was intended, by Chri t and 
>y the Holy Spirit who inspired the 
Scriptures, to mean in English, what it 
neant in Greek. The Greek verb is 
>aptizo and it is formed on the primal 
rerb bapto. It is admitted by all com- 
betent scholars (including holders of these 
mmersion tenets) that, so far as they ex- 
bress the idea of mode or action, there is 
10 difference between bapto and baptizo. 
Ience it devolves on immersionists of 
his class to prove that these Greek verbs 
is used in the days of Christ meant “to 
mmerse” and meant nothing else. For, 
f they meant any mode of action other 
han immersion and different from im- 
nersion, then the foundation stone of 
heir argument is gone. Hence it is that 
hese exclusive immereionists have made 
he most strenuous efforts, and have -ex- 
lausted all the resources of human learn- 
ng for the purpose of proving that bapto 
ind baptizo mean to immerse and mean 

lothing else and nothing different. But 
rain have been all their efforts in this 
lirection. Scholars of equal ability and 
earning have met them and defeated 
hem on this point. It has been shown 
hat all the witnesses, ancient and mod- 
irn, on whom we are obliged to rely to 
>rove the meaning of a word from an 

ncient and dead language like the Greek, 
uch as Lexicons or Dictionaries, the 
isage of authors, and ancient translations 
I the Scriptures, unite in proving that 

bapto and baptizo do not mean only to 
immerse, but mean also to wash, to 
cleanse, to dye, to tinge, to effuse, to pour 
on, to sprinkle. I will, as briefly as 1 
can, give you some of this testimony. It 
proves that bapto and baptizo are not 
words of specific meaning, expressing only 
one mode or action such as immersion, 
but generic words—i. e., words of general 
meaning expressing the thing done—as 
the application of water to a subject, and 
not the specified mode of doing it. 

Uedencus in his ancient lexicon de- 
fines baptizo: to dip, to immerse, to 
cleanse, to wash, to baptize in a sacred 
sense. 

Scapula: To dip or immerse, also to 
dye, also to cleanse, to wash. 

Stephanas: To dip, to submerge, to 
cover with water, to cleanse, to wash. 

Schleusner: To plunge, to immerse, to 
cleanse, to wash, to purify with water. 

Parkhurst: To immerse in, or wash 
with water in token of purification. 

Jiretschzicider: Often to dip, often to 
tinge, often to wash ; then simply to wash, 
to cleanse. 

Sutdas: To sink, to plunge, to im- 
merse, to wet, to wash, to cleanse, to 
purify. 

And the word bapto is defined as fol- 
lows: 

Scapula: To immerse, to plunge, also 
to stain, to dye, to color, to wash. 

Ursinus: To dip, to dye, to wash, to 
sprinkle. 

Groves: To dip, plunge, immerse, to 
wash, to wet, to moisten, to sprinkle, to 
steep, to imbue, to dye. 

Donnegan: To dip, to plunge, to sub- 
merge, to w’asli, to dye, to color. 

But the question may well arise in the 
minds of my intelligent hearers how 
do these compilers of Lexicons ascertain 
these meanings of the Greek words bapto 
and baptizo. The question is a very 
proper one, and the answer is, by the 
usage of authors who wrote in the Greek 
language. To these, therefore, as witnesses 
we may also appeal. And I wish you 
very carefully to observe that these au- 
thors who wrote in Greek must be di- 
viaea into two classes. .First, the classic 
authors, such as Homer, Hesiod, Herodo- 
tus, Thucydides, Plato, and Aristotle 
who lived and wrote entirely apart from 
the influence of the Hebrew Scriptures and Jewish nation; and secondly, the 
writers of Greek connected with the Jew- 
ish Scriptures and Jewish institutions— 
such as the translators of the Old Testa- 
ment and Apocrypha, known as the 
Septuagint, and the writers of the New 
Testament. I shall give you the testi- 
mony of both of these classes on the 
meaning of the words bapto and baplizo. 

Hippocrates, a Greek writer, reckoned 
among the fathers of the science of medi- 
cine, uses the work bapto to denote dying 
by dropping or pouring the liquid dye 
on the thing dyed. His words are, 
“Wher J the garments, 
they certainly this 
does not mean immersion. The Greek 
writer Arriau, in his “expedition of Al- 
exander the Great,” has the following 
senten e: “Nearchus relates that the 
men of India dye (using the verb bapto) 
their beards;” and Dr. Carson, a very 
learned immersicnist, admits that here 
bapto cannot mean to immerse, for the 
dye was applied to the beard, arid the 
beard was not dipped in the dye. 
Homer, in his poem known as the “bat- 
tle of the frogs and the mice,” in speak- 
ing of the wounding and death of one of 
these little animals says: “He, breath- 
less, fell and the lake was tinged (ebapteto) 
with his blood.” Will it be seriously 
contended that bapto here means “im- 
merse,” and that the lake was immersed 
in the blood of a frog or of a mouse? 
The witty Greek Aristophanes says: 
“Magnes, an old comic actor of Athens,, 
shaved his face, and washed it over 

(using the verb bapto) with tawny 
washes.” Here the face was not im- 
mersed, but the wash was applied to the 
tace. rlutarch who wrote in Greek, and 
certainly understood his own language, 
in speaking of a Roman General who 
was wouncied, says: “Just before he 
died he set up a trophy, on which hav- 
ing baptized his hand with blood he 
wrote this inscription,” etc. Here it 
cannot be pretended that the hand was 
immersed in blood. The blood, running 
from his wound, was applied to his hand, 
and thus the inscription was written. 
And we have another quotation from the 
old Greek physician, Hippocrates, which 
is conclusive against immersion. Giving 
directions concerning the use of a blister 
plaster, he says: “If it be too painful 
let it be baptized with milk or Egyptian 
ointment,” (using the verb baptizo). 
Now, no doctor, in his senses, in carry- 
ing out the prescription of Hippocrates, 
would immerse the plaster in milk or 

ointment, but would simply apply the 
liquid to moisten it. And it is remarka- 
ble that when bapto and baptizo are used 
in the Greek classics to signify the act 
of dipping or plunging or immersing, 
they mean in most cases that the object 
immersed was sunk down to the bottom 
and never brought up again 1 Thus 
Josephus uses these verbs concerning 
ships and their cargoes which were sunk 
in the sea: and Diodorus Siculus speak- 
ing of the overflowing of the Nile says: 
“When the water overflows, many of the 
land animals (baptizomena) being sunk 
in the river, perish.” But this significa- 
tion of bapto and baptizo is too strong 
even for tne strongest immersionists. 

These quotations from classic Greek 
authors completely overthrow the exclu- 
sive immersionist theory. For, that 
theory plants itself upon the assumption 
that the words bapto and baptizo always 

mean ‘.‘to immerse” and never mean anv 
other action. This assumption would be 
overthrown by showing one single in- 
stance to the,contrary—one instance in 
which a different meaning from “im 
merse was the true meaning. But, 
when we show from classic Greek au- 
thors, not one instance but, many in- 
stances in which a different meaning from 
“immerse” must have been the true 
meaning we totally defeat the theory ol 
exclusive immersion. Within the past half century, this subject has been thor- 
oughly ventilated, and the usage of both 
Classic and Jewish Greek has been shown 
to be so strongly against the pretensions 
of exclusive immersionists that the men 

among them who have had some just claims to learning and culture, have been 
driven to extremes, and have made vain 
attempts to anchor themselves on what 
they claim to be the primary meaning of 
bapto and baptizo as distinguished from 
what they are pleased to call their figu- 
rative, secondary, or conventional mean- 

ings. But all in vain ! For it has never 
been proved that the primary meaning of bapto or baptizo was “to immerse" any 
more than it was “to wash,” to dye,” 
“to moisten." And even if that could be 
proved it would avail nothing in this 
controversy, for the question is not what 
bapto or baptizo primarily meant, but 
what bapto and its derivative baptizo 
meant in the days of our Saviour when 
He instituted Christian baptism. What 
words mean, i. e., what ideas they con- 

vey, depends on their usage in language in any given age. It is a perfectly ascer- 
tained fact that there is hardly a noun or 
a verb in any language which has not, 
with the progress of years, changed its 
primary meaning for its secondary mean- 

ing—its literal meaning for its figurative 
meaning. Thus, our English word “pre- 
vent meant primarily nothing more nor 
less than to come before,” being derived 
from two Latin words "prae” before, and 
“venire” to come. But everybody knows 
that “to prevent" in English does not 
now mean, and has not for one hundred 
and fifty years meant "to come before,” 
but means “to hinder,” “to obstruct,” 
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who would now in common discourse or 

ordinary composition use this word in its 

primary setise of “to come before” would 
be laughed at as either grossly ignorant 
or pedantic. The question, therefore, as 
to bapto and baptizo is, not what was 
their primary meaning in Greek ages to 
which we cannot ascend, but what was 
their meaning—what ideas they con- 

veyed—in the land and in the age when 
Christ our Saviour appeared and lived 
and taught in the land of Judea. And 
on this question we have overwhelming evidence against the claims of the exclu- 
sive immersionists. To the Jewish mind 
the words bapto and baptizo never did 
convey the idea of the immersion of the 
whole body in water or any other liquid. It is a very important fact that in the in- 
spired books of Moses, God never does 
require in one single instance the immer- 
sion of the whole body as a type or em- 
blem of the spiritual renewing and puri- 
fying which was just as necessary and 
just as inexorably required under the 
Old Testament dispensation as under the 
New. The reason of this obviously is 
that the inherent depravity of our nature 
is too deep to be reached by immersion, 
however complete, and therefore the 
smallest quantity of water or of blood 
availed as fully to furnish the type and 
emblem of purification, as the largest 
quantity. lienee we have, in the Old 
Testament, requirements and instances of 
sprinkling, washing, and bathing, but no 
command for complete immersion. And 
these words 'bapto and baptizo as used in 
the Greek translation of the Old Testa- i 
ment Scriptures, and of the immediate ] books known as the Apocrypha, were i 
used in the sense of effusing or sprinkling 
or washing, and not in the sense of im- 1 
mersina. Thus in Leviticna tiv fi 7 
the priest was directed to kill a bird, and I 
then take a living bird, and cedar-wood, I 
and scarlet, and hyssop, and <Lp them in 1 
the blood of the killed bird. Here bapto j 
is used, but it is evident that all of these t 

things could not possibly have been im- 1 

mersed in the blood of a single bird, 1 
Hence the meaning of bapto there is to 1 
wet or to moisten sufficiently to enable 
the priest to sprinkle the blood. In Ex- 1 
odus xii: 22, bapto means simply wet- ] 
ting or moistening. “And ye shall take 1 
a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood 1 
that is in the basin, and strike the lintel < 
and the two side posts with the blood j 
that is in the basin.”' That is, the blood t 
was to be effused or sprinkled on the 1 
lintel and the two side popts of the door, c 
And in Leviticus xiv: 16, 17, “The { 
priest shall dip his finger in some of the g 
blood and sprinkle it seven times before 1 

the Lord.” “The priest shall dip his t 
right finger in the oil that is in his left 1 
band." In both these cases the expres- ] 
non from the Greek is bapsei apo, he ( 
shall dip from. Did any one ever hear g 
of immersing from water? In the case 1 
of Naaman, the direction of Elisha the 1 
prophet was, Go wash seven times in g 
the Jordan.” Here the verb used is not 1 
bapto or baptizo, but louo, to wash, which i 
Joes not mean to immerse, but to apply 
the water in washing to the person. And g 
vet we read that when Naaman made up i 
bis mind to comply with the direction of g 
the prophet, he baptized (ebaptizato) in t 
the Jordan seven times, according to the g 
word of Elisha. This is proof that to 1 
wash was to bttptize; and furnishes no t 
proof of immersion, but the contrary. ] 
And in the book of Daniel, we read in 

the Greek Septuagint concerning Nebu- 
chadnezzar, that “he was driven from 

men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his 
body was wet (cbaphac) with the dew of 
heaven. Now will any man be so blind 
and so absurd as to contend that the gen- 
tte'effusion of the dew, which was the 
moisture pressed out from the air con- 
densed by cold, and effused upou the 
body of Nebuchadnezzar, was ail immer- 
sion? Yes there have been men—even 
learned men—so blinded by partisanship that they have so contended; but no un- 
prejudiced and fair-minded man can 
agree with them. In the Septuagint i. e., the (>reek translation of the Apocryphal book of Judith xii: 7, we read, “And 
she went out at Dight into the valley of 
Bethuiia, and baptized herself (ebaptizeto) at a fountain of water.” Here the words 
rendered “at a fountain” are "epi tSs 
pcges ': the preposition epi means at and 
not in, and the Greek noun pege, as every competent scholar knows, means not a 
river or a lake or a reservoir, but a 
spring, a trickling rill or fountain, like 

< '0l?8^n^8 trickling from the hill sides 
of \ irginia. And moreover Judith was 
in the camp of Ilolofernes, surrounded 
by armed men. Therefore the idea of 
her immersing herself at a trickling spring, and under such circumstances, is 
too heavy a draft on the fancy to be en- 
dured. Consequently, the only answer 
that exclusive immersionists have ever 
attempted to this case is that it is record- 
ed in the Apocrypha and not in the Old 
Testament. But this is a very weak an- 
swer or rather it is no answer at all. For the question is not the inspired au- 
thority of the statement, but the mean- 
ing of^ the word baptizo which is used in 
it. For this purpose, it is strong evi- 
dence against immersion; for this book 
of Judith brings us nearer to the times of 
Christ than any of the inspired books of 
the Old Testament. 

And now we come to bapto and baptizo 
in the New Testament. We have this 
passage from Mark vii: 4, Then came 
together unto him the Pharisees and cer- 
tain of the scribes which came from Jer- 
usalem. And when they saw some of 
his disciples eat bread with defiled (that is to sav with 11 n wa all anl LnJ. _ 

found lault. For the Pharisees and all 
the Jews, except they wash their hands 
oft eat not, holding the tradition of the 
elders. And when they come from the 
market, except they wash {baptizo) they eat not. And many other things there 
be which they have received to hold, as 
the washings of cups and pots and bra- 
zen vessels and tables. Now in order 
that you may have all the light on this 
passage that I can give to you, I will 
read the rendering as given in the Re- 
vised Version of 1881. “And there are 
gathered together unto him the Pharisees 
and certain of the scribes which had come 
from Jerusalem, and had seen that some 
of his disciples ate their bread with de- 
filed, that is, unwashen hands. For the 
Pharisees and all the Jews, except they wash their hands diligentlv, (marginal note the Greek word here means '’withthe 
fist”) eat not, holding the tradition of the 
elders: and when they come from the 
market place, except they wash them- 
selves, (in the margin, Greek, baptize— 
some ancient authorities read sprinkle 'hemsclves) they eat not: And many other 
things there be which they have received 
to hoi 1—washings ^Greek, baptizing s) of 
:ups and pot^nd brazen vessels. ‘Mar- 
ginal note—many ancient authorities add 

and couches.” Now as this Revised 
V ersion has been highly commended by 
rery learned advocates of Exclusive Im- 
nemon, I suppose none of that school 
vill reject its rendering. Yet it is as fa- 
al to their claims as the Old Version. 
P.or it Proves that in the times of our Sa- 
nour the Jews perfectly understood that 
<o baptize was not to immerse, but sim- 
dy to wash; that is, to apply water to 
heir hands or persons or utensils, by jffusion, sprinkling, or pouring. No proof 
las ever been attempted that when the 
fews came from mnrUi i 
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o immerse their bodies in water. All 
.hey did was to wash their hands or 
aces, or in extreme cases their feet. Yet his is expressly declared to have been 
*aptuing. And in like manner they had 
vashings (ibaptizings) of cups and pots ind brazen vessels. Nothing in the his- 
tory of the manners and customs of the 
lews authorizes the belief that these do- 
nestic. utensils, some of which were of 
arge size, were washed and cleansed by 
)eing immersed in water. They were 
>aptized just as they are washed now by 
effusion, pouring, and ap hem. And the same 
igainst exclusive immersion is lurmshecl 
>y another passage from the 11th chapter >f Luke. A certain pharisee asked our 
Javiour to dine with him, and he went 
tn'l sat down to meat. And now I give 
mu the Revised Version: “And when 
he Pharisoe saw it, he marvelled that he 
lad not first washed before dinner.”— 
lere the word rendered washed is in the 
Ireek ehaptisthe, baptized. The Phari- 
ee wondered that Christ had not first 
>aptized himself before dinner. Now, 
ias any man, not blinded by prejudice’ 
ver supposed or contended that this 
’harisee marvelled that Christ had not 
mmersed his whole body before dinner? 
Assuredly not. All that this Pharisee 
xpected was that Christ would, accord- 
n8 to usage of the Jews, baptize him- 
e|f by apnlymg a small quantity of wa- 

ti"nands or his face. That was 
.11 he expected. That was what baptism neant in his day and according to his 
raditions, and he was a Pharisee of the 
’harisees—a Jew of the Jews. 

(To be continued.) 
The beet friendship is friendship to the soul* 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

Letter from Italy. 
Venice, Nov. 27th, 1881. 

Jlfessrs. Editors,—From Milan to Ven- 
ice is a journey of several hundred miles 
through the lowlands of Lombardy, a 

very fertile territory, but abounding in 
ditches and surface water. Among the 
principal crops of this region we would 
be tempted to place the fever and ague. 
The whole country is a mulberry orchard 
with grapes festooned from tree to tree, 
high from the ground. The mulberry 
furnishes the silk-worms with their food, 
the intersDaces are nlanted with enrn 

and the grape comes in at the end never 

properly nourished and deprived of the 
sugar producing action of the sun. This 
is the occasion of the wretched wine of 
Italy. The ecstasies of Horace over the 

mild Falernian" were mainly poetical, 
we fear. The Greek hostages spoke more 

probably the prose of the matter when 
they remarked in derision of the Roman 
wine ‘‘that the grapes that made such 
wine ought to be lifted up to the skies." 
At all events the modern traveller agrees 
with the Greek hostages, for he drinks 
the thin, sour beverage only at thirstiest 
need. Very picturesque, however, is this 
habit of trailing the vines from the trees, 
and nearly everywhere in Italy just now 
the landscape is gay with the autumnal 
garlands of vines festooned along the long 
and regular lines of mulberry trees, their 
foliage all golden and russet with dashes 
of crimson. Their purple burden has 
gone to the wine-press, and the festivals 
of the vineyard are over. But to the 
traveller they still furnish fascination, 
and difficult for him will it be ever to 
forget the journey of northern Italy on 
an autumnal day with the perpetual lines 
of pollarded mulberries, linked with the 
many-colored festoons, backed by the 
lakes of emerald green or forest clad hill- 
sides in the golden splendor of their 
most brilliant change and the mellow 
brightness of an Italian sky. 

After many hours, the change from the 
hard and sonorous, to the softer and more 
sullen rumble of the railway carriage, in- 
dicates that we are traversing the famous 
Lununes, which border the Adriatic gulf and diffuse an unwholesome atmosphere 
over the scattered habitations that sur- 
round them. It is night when we reach 
the end of our journey and begin at last 
w ucuuiu, tw in it utm-uuineumi mirror, 
the fantastic outlines of the city of Ven- 
ice, here and there illumined by pale 
lights, and rising from the water like a 

floating carivan or mirage of the deep. 
Truly the night, with its uncertain vision 
and fitful shadows, is the time above all 
others to enter this city of enchantment, 
whose chiefest glory now consists in its 
power to excite the imagination. To the 
stranger ignorant of the 117 islets on 
which this city, of more than one hun- 
dred thousand inhabitants, stands, 
Venice Does Indeed Appear a Floating 

City, 
poised upon the surface of the water, and 
presided over by Borne sprite of the waves. 
The train having stopped, we immediate- 
ly discover that in Venice all the con- 
aitions of vulgar life belonging to other 
cities, are wholly changed. No crowd of 
omnibuses nor rush of yelling hotel der- 
vishes await you. Instead, there is a 

long row of black gondolas lying at the 
bottom of the marble steps, and the for- 
malities of securing one of these, and en- 

tering together with your luggage, are 
all conducted with a quietude which 
seems to indicate that there is no power 
even in steam to break in with hoarse 
energy upon the tranquility of a city 
whose streets echo with no sounds save 
those of the wavelets which the blue 
Adriatic wafts through her gloomy canals. 

We find the Venetian Gondola, the 
object of so much curiosity on our part, 
to be a most melancholy craft. An el- 
lipse of black wood, swan shaped, with 
many relievos—at one of the extremities 
a great halberd cut deeply with teeth 
whose steel shimmers ominously, and at 
the other end a species of Twisted tail— 
in the centre a place of repose lined in- 

j side with black cloth and silk embroidery, and shaded with dark curtains—this is 
the gondola. We confess that on enter- 
ing the silent, ill-lighted boat, we were 

j led irresistibly to romance, and it was 
not difficult for us to imagine that we 

; were in a floating hearse, and were being drawn onward through a city of the dead, 
an illusion which is heighted by the im- 

] perceptible movement of the boat, the 
night-gloom, the desolate palaces, the 
half ruined windows, the low and shad- 
owy arches, and the murmur of the wa- 
ters as they plash against the broken 
marble steps—like tear falling on tear. 
This craft is a fit companion for adven- 
ture and romance. We understand now 
more vividly than ever before, Shaks- 
neare’s Moor and Merchant of Venice, 
Victor Hugo’s Angelo, and the dramas 
of Byron. They were cradled in the 
mysterious shadows of these gondolas. 

From the station to the hotel seems an 

extremely long distance, and impatient of the low and ill-lighted saloon, we 

emerge and stand erect to gain a better 
view of this strange and unique city. We 
feel that the boatman standing at the end 
of the boat and handling his single oar 

might be Charon and these the waters of 

j the Styx, so sombre and bituminous are 

they and so prevalent is the sentiment of 
gloom. The streets of water are unlight- 
ed save by the dull lamp of the gondola 
passing so silently by, and the high walls 
of the great buildings but deepen the 
darkness of the night. It is as if the city 
was without inhabitants. Over the arches 
of the bridges living beings do indeed oc- 

casionally pass, but it is not difficult to 
imagine them to be unreal as the strange reflections caused by the vapors of the 
oi- _• i_i_ 
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ripple of the oar, or the cry of the gon- 
dolier, sharp and shrill as the note of a 
wild sea-bird, by which he warns at 
every corner his fellow craftsmen in or- 
der to prevent a collision. 

At length we emerge from the tortu- 
ous labyrinth of narrow waterways and 
enter 

The Grand Canal 

where, by the light of the stars, w*e gaze with astonishment upon the shafts of 
twisted columns, the plinths and pedes- 
tals, the gothic roses, and arabesque win- 
dows which mount above the water.— 
Soon, however, the gondola is lost again 

: amid the maze of narrow streets, and all 
| the beautiful decorations disappear from 
; °ur view, the while we are involved 
! deeply in a mental study as to how the 
gondolier, balancing himself on the fur- 
thest extremity of the long boat and using the oar only on one side, can possibly 
guide his craft with such precision as to 
glide safely by the passing boat or avoid 
by a hairsbreadth the jutting bridges and 
corners of stone. These Gondolieri form 
a distinct population, but they are no 

longer gay sailors singing Venetian airs 
and reciting the verses of Tasso. The 
deflection oi the stream of human migra- tion towards America and the west, has 
ruined the prosperity of Venice and 
turned the life of this worthy and indus- 
trious class of Venetians into a hard and 
bitter struggle. That struggle has been 
rendered desperate of late by the intro- 
duction of steam vessels upon the grand canal. At this time the gondoliers are 

indulging in a strike against this invasion 
of their ancient rights, but we fear it will 
be in vain. Political economy is ruth- 
less. What protest of special class ever 

i availed to stem the general progress, or to 
'undo the incidental fatality? We fear 
the gondolier will find it an unequal 
struggle, and must soon, like the wellers 
of the land, be improved off the face of 
the water. The gondolier descends from 
a line of ancestors as long as the dilapi- 

j dated Patricians, but is a nobler charac- 
ter. His whole fortune is in his boat, 
which is worth, perhaps, $200, and re- 

quires an additional expenditure of $50 
yearly for repairs. He pays in addition 
a tax to the municipality according to the 
tragitto or station to which he is allo- 
cated, and he is obliged to" be there all 
and every day not only, but also every third night. During the summer months 
he gains four to five francs per diem, in 
the winter almost nothing. The food of 
the family, when they have food, consists 
of polenta and a handful of small fish. 
On feast days, if the gondolier has been 
fortunate, they eat a little rice, and this, 
however, is an exceptional luxury which 
they can rarely afford. And yet these 
men, who from year’s end to year's end 
would be supposed, according to the no- 
tions of an American laborer, to starve, 
are able each day to row, without an ap- 
parent effort, for many hours, and are well 
set, strong, and muscular. Physically, 
intellectually, and morally, they compare 
advantageously with the descendants of 
the Doges, and are infinitely superior to 
the curious creatures who spend most of 
their time seated on a chair, with their 
feet on a second one, in the piazza of St. 
Marc, and imagine that to do absolutely 
nothing from tlie first day of the year to 
the last is perfect bliss. The descendants 
of Patricians who traded in the days when all commercial pursuits were de- 
spised bj the aristocracy, they would 

I sooner die forsooth than soil their hands 

with labor. Why should a man trouble 
himsell about public life when his means 
will permit him to vegetate on an easy 
chair? Why should a man trouble him- 
self about the army and risk a wound or 

perhaps his life, when for two pence and 
a half a day he may drink his coffee in 
safety ? Why should a man embark in 
the uncertainties of speculative com- 
merce, when for a lira he may have all 
the excitement arid none of the exertion, 1 

in some national lottery or at the gam- 
bling table in the back room of a cafe ? 
Yet Venice is full of youths of this sort 
who regard themselves as the salt of the 
earth, simply because they are sons of the 
Patricians. While all other Venetians of 
any prominence are seeking to bring back 
prosperity to their town, while the hum- 
bler citizens work hard to gain a pittance, 
and while the very beggars are disap- 
pearing from the bye ways, these noble 
drones, fit illustration of the advantage 
of such a class to the *State, too proud to 
work and too contemptible even to. be 
ashamed of their purposeless lives, stag- nate in the midst of all the intense move- 
ment of the world, and are well satisfied 
with an existence that one would think 
would drive a snail to commit suicide. 
Over against these descendants of the 
Patricians, are the humbler and more 

worthy gondoliers who toil day and night 
for the luxury of living on polenta.— There is, however, one serious and dread- 
ful attendant upon this article of food, 
viz., madness. On one of the islands 
near the town, there are six hunred luna- 
tics who owe- the loss of their wits to the 
use ol polenta. The disease begins with 
an outbreak of scabs on the arms and 
head, then either idiotcy or madness oc- 
curs. T his year there has been a con- 

.gress of doctors to report on this singular result. Their conclusion is that good, well-cooked polenta is a wholesome food, 
hut that disease anses from eating polenta 
which is either bad from being grown on 
exhausted land, or from being mildewed 
by dampness, or from being badly cooked. 
Whatever the cause may be, it is remark- 
able that Venice should supply six hun- 
dred lunatics from eating Indian corn. 

The City of Silence. 
Shall we ever forget our first night in 

the city of Venice—and its almost super- natural quiets. The following morning in the reading room of the hotel, as if by 
strange coincidence, we found an old 
number of the Saturday Review, and 
read therein with much edification an 
article on Noises, from which we extract 
the following sentence: “If we could only 
popularize the idea that noise is really 
injurious to health, and that in fact it 

disintegrates the tissues, we might get this subject attended to, and there would 
be some chance of the intelligence and 
co-operation necessary for the taking of 
measures to diminish noise.” Ah! thought 
we, Venice is the delectable city for which 
this philosopher of ease and conservator 
of tissues is sighing. For nervous folk, 
and all who have grown too superfine in 
their notions of civilization to longer en- 
dure noise cheerfully, we recommend a 
residence in this city of silence. No nerve- 

shattering street-cars every three minutes 
of the day and night! The cab horses, 
you imagine, are shod with felt, until you learn that Venice has never been dis- 
turbed by the tread of a single quadruped of this description. Sounds of bells there 
are, but ah ! not clangorous! Strangely mellowed and sweet voiced are the bells 
as they bring to our ears the aneelus. and 
remind us ot the emotion of Bvron, when 
one evening he fancied he heard the com- 
bination ot these same echoes from the 
borders of the horizon gliding over the 
waters, as the stars of heaven to the 
mother of Christ, with the moon at her 
feet and with the mysterious white dove 
waving its wings on her forehead in that 
sublime hour of Catholic respect and de- 
votion 1 L. M. C. 

Professor Robertson Smith. 
Afcssrs. Editors,—Apropos of your 

article on Professor Robertson Smith, and 
Dr. Watts’ book in answer thereto, I en- 
close an extract from a letter just re- 
ceived from a prominent Christian gen- 
tleman of Edinburgh, a ruling elder of 
the Free Church : 

"We had the celebrated Dr. William 
Robertson Smith lecturing in Dr. Walter Smith's church on Sunday night, and the 
subject of the lecture was, 

• The Hebrew 
Prophets and their Times’; and it was a 
strange thing to have such a lecturer, and 
such a lecture in a Free church; but it 
just shows what things are coming to in this part of the world, so far as free hand- 
ling of the Bible is concerned. The ob- 
ject of the lecture was not to build up, but to pull, down, and though it was 
merely the introductory one of a series, it was sad to see, from hints given in it, that the lecturer did not believe in what 
are called Messianic Prophecies in the 
Old Testament, but was disposed to give them the go-bye, as texts that had an in- 
terpretation put upon them by writers in 
the New Testament which they were not 
intended to bear. As to the prophets they will be quietly disposed ot, I have 
no doubt, in a similar way when he comes 11 
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to treat of them in his subset] ^ ma- 
ture. He will make them out to.,^-c0tn- 
raon men who spoke of things to come in 
a way that was too wide of the mark to 
entitle their sayings to be called pro- 
phecies; in short he will do his best to 
wipe out the prophetic element altogether 
from the Old Testament. And such is 
the doctrine that can now be proclaimed without let on hindrance from the pulpit of one of the principal Free churches in 
Edinburgh. O temporal O moresf" 
Fredericksburg, va. J. P. S. 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES. 

Southern Presbyterian. 
Rev. T. J. Allison has been called to Tal 

lahassee, Fla. 
Rev David McMeekin, of Ballymena, 

Ireland, has declined the call to Eufanla, Ala. 
Second Church, Petersburg, Va.—On 

last Sunday Messrs. Freeman W. Jones and 
John Batte were installed as elders in*“this 
church. 

^ev- C. M. Howard has been holding a 
series of services in the Presbyterian church a^ 
Drummondtown, Accomac county, Va., since the 
beginning of this month. 

^ev* -A-- Wailes, late of Lynchburg, 
\ a was, on the 11th inst., ordained and in- 
stalled pastor of the church at Tarboro, N. C. 
Rev. J. H. Smith, D. D., presided and preached 
the sermon; Rev. S. M. Smith delivered the 
charge to the pastor, and Rev. T. J. Allison 
the charge to the people. 

Rev. W. Q. Woodbridge, pastor elect of 
the Hot Springs (Ark.) church, has declined to 
be installed, and has notified his congregation 
that his services as their minister will cease 
with the third Sabbath in January. He has 
not yet determined where ho will lahr>r 

Rev. F. W. Lewis has removed from Ken- 
tucky to Louisiana, and taken charge of the 
church at Vermillionville and Opelousas. IHb 
Post office address is Vermillionville, La. 

Mt. Carmel Church.—Lexington Fresby- 
tery will meet in this church next April, and 
the congregation are having the house of wor- 
ship thoroughly repaired and painted. 

Rev. J. £3. Booker, of Staunton, has lately conducted a series of meetings at Olivet chapel, which resulted in the addition of six persons to 
the church. The-meetings closed on Sunday 
11th inst. 

Organization.—In obedience to an order of 
the Abingdon Presbytery ^vhich met at Dublin, 
Pulaski county, Va.,on the 25th day oi Novem 
ber, 1881, after due notice the Rev. J. M. 
Kirkpatrick preached a sermon at Martin’s Sta. 
tion, Va., and proceeded to organize a Presby- terian church which was done with 1-1 members; 
and that being finished the church then went 
into an election of its officers: R. D. Martin, B. E. Watson, and G. A. Calfee were elected 
ruling elders ; C. L. Teaney and S. M. William- 
son, deacons. We commend the little church 
into the hands of our Lord and Master ; and 
ask the prayerB of all Christians for the growth of the church. 

Sewell Church, West Va.—A church 
with this name, of seventeen members, was or- 

ganized at Sewell Station on the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad on the 10th of December, 1881, 
by Revs. James Haynes and J. II. Lewis, with 
elders A. D. Johnson and C. S. Warner, a com- 
mittee appointed for this purpose at the fall 
meeting of Greenbrier Presbytery. The mem- 
bers all came fiom other Presbyterian churches 
but one, who was received on examination. 
Several of them were from churches in Scotland. 
Dr. J. P. Hughart, who had previously served 
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county, Va., was elected and installed into that 
otlice; and John Kay was elected, ordained,and 
installed into the otlice of deacon. Two others, 
one of whom had served in that capacity in 
1 ayette church were elected elders, aud one 
other was elected deacon ; but have not yet sig- 
nified their acceptance. There are sixty or 
more families living at- this place and no other 
church organization as yet; it is hoped therefore 
that this little church rnay serve ns a nucleus 
for the formation of a prosperous Christian broth- 
erhood at no distant day. This makes the sixth 
church organized in this Presbytery within a 
little more than a year, two of them in the field 
of our evangelist, Rev. L. A McLean. He feels 
very much encouraged by these indications of 
the divine favor. This little band at Sewell, 
aided by others at this place, have erected a 
building for church and school purposes com- 
bined, and seems disposed to work. May grace, 
mercy, and peace be multiplied among them. 

L. 
Hev. E. H. Harding, D. D.—The Savan- 

nah Evening News of December 13th, highly 
commends the sermon preached on the Sabbath 
preceding, by Dr. Harding, who is now supply- 
ing the First Presbyterian church of Savannah, 
and says that an earnest effort will be made to 
have him repeat it. 

Anxvasse Churoh, Mo.—Dr. Cowan sends 
us by postal this good news: 

" 'Vo have been conducting a moeting in my shurch for the past ten days. Up to this date, there have been thirty-five added to the church 
5n profession of faith—some of them heads of 
families and advanced in life.’’—31. Louis Pres- 
byterian. 

Des Peres church, nnder the care of Rev. 
f. A. Smith, received four new members on the 
11th mst. At the same time, the elders-elect, Messrs. Black and Syder, were ordained and in- 
tailed.—lb. 

Marshall Church.—Rev. L. I’. Bowen » 

encouraged in his labors. The church continues- 
to grow cheeringly. Congregations constantly 
increasing, and sixteen additions to the member- 
ship within a month.—lb. 

Churches Organized in Missouri.— 
Prairie View church was organized on the 2d 
of December. I wenty-three, all of whom, ex- 

cept thiee or four, are heads oi families, united 
in the organization, and three others wore re- 

ceived on profession of their faith in Christ. 
Three elders were elected, Messrs. James Mc- 
Cord, J. C. Van Boskins, and Edward C* 
Gamble, and two deacons, Messrs. Samuel L. 
McCord and Samuel S. Northern. These were 
ordained and installed into otfice on Sabbath 
morning in the presence of a large and interested 
congregation. A church has also been organ- 
ized near Pulton, Mo., with fifteen members, 
all heads of families. Two elders were ordained 
and installed. The church is named Carmel. 

Ib. 
Hopewell Church and Chapel.—Rev. 

W. E. Mcllwain writes under date of December 
f!th, from Hopewell, N. C. : 

On last Sabbath we closed a meeting at our 
new chapel opened last July and received eight 
more members, making sixteen at that place 
during the present year. And since I last wrote 
we have received three others on certificate at 
the main church building, which added to those 
received at the chapel makes more than fifty in 
the last twelve months. On the Sabbath, 
preceding a congregational meeting was held at 
Hopewell when Rev. F. L. Leeper, of Fort 
Mill, S. C., was chosen pastor, PI. A. Grey, Dr. 
E. A. Sample, and William Caldwell, elders; 
John L. Parks, Richard Harry, and William A. 
Jamison, deacons.”—N. C. Presbyterian. 

The Presbyterian Sabbath School at 
Greensboro numbers 188 scholars, and it is in 
contemplation on the night of the 26th at Ben- 

Unit 
—; tiiciu uu entertainment at 
which each scholar will receive a gift as a token 
ot the interest the church feels in them.—lb. 

Cedartown, Ga._From Rev. James E. 
Jones we have the following good news: Rev 
Nathan Bachman, who visited us two years ago) and held a series of meetings which were owned 
and blessed of the Lord, has been with us again- ihe whole Christian community joined us in a 

meeting that continued through two weeks. The 
result was that twelve united with our church 
upon profession of faith, and one by letter 
seven united with the Methodist church upon 
profession, and three with the Baptist. Our 
community is in some respects the best I ever 
knew. The churches and ministers are, and 
have been, ever since I have lived here, upon 
the best of terms. No bickerings, no jealousies, 
nor strife; but all seemed to be engaged in one 
common cause, that of the upbuilding of Zion. 
Rejoice with us, and let God have all the 
praise.”—Christian Observer. 

Westminster Church, Nashville, Tenn. 
Hev. T. M. McConnell writes: VVe ordained 
and installed (December 1th) two new elders 
and one new deacon. Mr. W. A. Stewart as 

deacon and Messrs. G. W. Gifford and J. M. 
W aldie as elders—the last named is a native 
fccotchman, and the other two of Scotch descent. 
I feel more encouraged in my work than I have 
for some time. I think the people are taking 
more interest than ever before. We have a 

meeting in progress now. Will be assisted by 
Dr. J. C. Mitchell, of Columbia, and Dr. Doak, 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction.” 

lb. 
The Third Church, Knoxville, Tenn., 

(Rev. W. A Harrison’s) participated largely in 
the benefits, resulting from a visit paid that city 
by Dr. Munhall, of Indianapolis, Indiana, who 
was sent out under the auspices of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association of that city. Ilia 
visit was the occasion of a good deal of religious 
interest, which extended to most of the churche& 
in Knoxville. 1 ho Third church protracted tho 
meeting after the Doctor’s departure and received 
thirteen additions.—lb. 

A Quaiter of a Century —On Sunday, 
December 11th, Dr. Palmer, after a temporary 
absence from the city, occupied his pupit. The 
subject of Lis discourse in the morning was the 
text with which ho began his ministry hero 
twenty five years ago. At th$t time the con- 

gregation worshiped in the Odd Fellows’ Hall, 
since destroyed by fire. That was in the winter 
of 1856—7. They took possession of the spaci- 
ous church now occnpiod by them in the win- 
ter of the following year. 

I he text was 1 Cor. ii. 2 : 
11 For I determined to 

know nothing among yon, but Jesus Christ and 
Hirn crucified. The attention of tiio congrega- 
tion was called especially to the latter part of 
the verse, enforcing the duty of living to 
Christ. 

How forcibly the events of the last quarter of 
a century conspire to impress that lesson ! Tho 
storms of battle and the work of time have re- 
moved the proudest achievements of human 
pride and power, but the namo of Jesus, is still 
above every name.—Southwestern Presbyterian. 

Northern Presbyterian. 
On the 4th of December ninety eight 

persons were added to the Third Presbyterian 
church in Chicago, 111,, (Rev. Dr. Kittredge’s.) 
I here is much religious interest in the congrega- 
tion. The chnrch has now one thousand eight 
hundred members. 

The Presbyterian church in Nyack, N. 
Y., is prospering under the ministry of the Rev.* 
J. E. Lloyd. At the last communion on De- 
cember 4th thirteen persons were received to the 
church, 

(Continued on bth page.) 
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Central JSrcsbgtman. 
WEDNESDAY, December 21, 1881. 

For the Central Presbyterian. 
What is Christian Baptism ? 

By Rev. R. R. Howison. 

(Continued.) 
From all these evidences, independent 

and yet cumulative, we learn what was 

the meaning of the verb “ to baptize" in 
the days of Christ’s personal residence on 

earth. It meant—not to immerse, but to 
wash by effusion, pouring, or sprinkling 
water on the person or thing baptized in 
sign or token of purification. This was 

the well-understood and established mean- 

ing of the word baptize when John the 
Baptist came baptizing in the wilder- 
ness’’ and preaching: “Repent for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” How 
then did John baptize? What mode, 
what action did he use in this rite? It 
is insisted, by exclusive immersionists, 
and their notion has been too easily ac- 

quiesced in by others, that John baptized 
by immersion. But there is no proof of 
it whatever; and to suppose it, is to run 

counter to all the fair and natural pre- 
sumptions of the case. For hundreds of 
years, the action involved in baptism 
among the Jews had been—not immer- 
sion, but simply applying water in wash- 
ing, pouring, or sprinkling, and yet we 

are asked to believe that John the Bap- 
tist, himself a Jew, and born and raised 
wholly under Jewish usages, suddenly 
and without cause, and against all the 
reasons of facility and convenience, 
changed this usage and commenced the 
nrttpflPO nt lmmurainrr flin wlmln Knrlw in 

water!! This we have no good reason to 
believe. It is a false notion founded on 
false premises. One of these premises is 
the statement based on our faulty Eng- 
lish translation that those baptized went 
down into the Jordan river and came up 
out of the Jordan. But the true render- 
ing is “went down eis to the Jordan and 
came up apo from the Jordan.” When 
Peter ran eis to the sepulchre, it appears 
distinctly by the narrative in Luke that 
he did not go into it. And the only rea- 
son why John resorted to the neighbor- 
hood of the river Jordan was that the 
immense multitudes of people who came 

to him to be baptized, many of them 
doubtless attended by beasts of burden, 
rendered it indispensable that an ample 
supply of water for cooking, drinking, 
and cleansing should be at hand. We 
read in the fourth gospel that John was 

baptizing in Enon near to Salim, because 
there was much water there. But this 
is not an accurate translation. The Greek 
is udata polla, many waters, as the Re 
vised Version states in the margin, and 
this expression has been explained by the 
many springs, rills, and fountains found 
by travellers, near the site of ancient 
Enon. These springs, though entirely 
unsuited for immersion, would have been 
highly important to the multitudinous 
assemblage of men, women, children, and 
beasts. The numbers baptized must have 
amounted to hundreds of thousands, for 
Judea at that time contained about six 
millions of inhabitants, and Matthew 
says: “There went out to him Jerusalem 
and all Judea and all the region round 
about Jordan.” Mark says “there went 
out unto him all the land of Judea and 
they of Jerusalem and were all baptized 
of him.” Luke says: “Then said he to 
the multitude that came forth to be bap- 
tized of him.” Now even if John had 
many assistants (of which we have no 
evidence whatever) it would have been 
physically impossible to have separately 
immoroo/1 m/liTTirlnnl aha innnrM 

erable multitudes. But there would 
have been no difficulty in separately per- 
forming the simple act of effusion. All 
these facts confirm the belief that John 
the Baptist did not depart from the es- 

tablished nssge of the Jews in baptism, 
and did not baptize by immersion. It is 
a favorite argument of exclusive immer- 
sionists that Christ our Saviour was bap- 
tized by immersion. But there is no 

Sroof of it and no reason to believe it. 
hrist was baptized just as the others 

were baptized—that is, according to the 
established Jewish usage by having the 
water applied to him by effusion, sprink- 
ling, or pouring. He went down eis to 
the water, anct came up apo from the 
water. And even if he went into tlfe 
water that would not prove that he was 

immersed, for, the action of effusion or 

pouring might have been most conven- 

iently performed by John the Baptist 
while both were standing in the water. 
It is worthy of close attention that the 
evangelist John states that the great mul- 
titudes of baptisms took place in Betha 
bara beyond Jordan, and that the place 
of the baptism of Christ was in Enon near 

to Salim where there were many springs 
and fountains—many waters, as the Greek 
expresses it. And the very earliest writers 
of the Christian era after the apostles 
when they speak of the mode of baptism 
practised by John, and of the mode in 
which he baptized Christ our Saviour, 
speak of it as by effusion or pouring ot 
water, and not by immersion. Aurelius 
Prudentius, who wrote A. D. 300, speak- 
ing of John’s baptism, says: "Perfundit 
jiuvio,” "he poured water on them from 
the river." A few years later, Paulinius, 
Bishop of Nola, speaking of John, says: 
41 He washed away the sins of believers 
4 infums /ymphis' by waters poured on 

them.” Saint Bernard, speaking of the 
baptism of Christ our Loru by John, uses 
these striking words: "In/undit aquam 
capiti C'catoris crcalura: that is, the 

creature poured water upon the head ot 
the Creator. Lactantius, about the close j 
ot the third century, says: Christ re- 

ceived baptism that He might save the 
Gentiles by baptism: that is, (purifici 
raris perfusione) by the distilling of the 
purifying dew.” And the earliest pic- 
torial representation that we have of the 
baptism of Christ is a very ancient medal 
or tablet, from which Poussin has taken 
the figures and attitudes of his celebrated 
painting, representing Christ standing in 
the water and John the Baptist with his 
hand pouring or effusing water on the 
head of our Lord. To this mode of bap- 
tism also correspond the rude tracings on 

the walls of the Catacombs of Rome, those 
gloomy subterranean retreats which date 
back to a time before the birth of Christ, 
aud in which many Christians took re- 

fuge in the days of persecution under the 
Roman Emperors. None of these trac- 
ings represent immersion. All represent 
pouring or effusion, although the person 
baptized is sometimes represented as 

standing in the water. The very earliest 
notice of the mode of baptism that we 

have, after the death of the Apostle John, 
has been preserved to us by Walker, a 

very learned aud careful English writer 
on baptism. His account was repeated 
by Dr. N. L. Rice, in his celebrated de- 
bate with Dr. Alexander Campbell, in 
Lexington, Kentucky, in 1843, and the 

authenticity of the account was never 

msputed. It is the case of a man, about 
seventy years after the time of the apos- 
tles, who was on a journey through a 

desert part of Asia, in company with a 

number of Christians. He was taken 
dangerously ill and professed Christianity 
and desired to be baptized. But there 
was no water within reach, and therefore 
he was sprinkled with sand, with the 
Christian forms. He recovered, and re- 
f. -i i,:„ 

ported to the presiding Presbyter or 

Bishop, he decided that he was validly 
baptized “if only water should be poured 
(perfunderetur) on him.” Justin Martyr, 
in the second century, the very first of 
the Christian fathers (after the apostles) 
who mentions baptism, speaks of it as a 

washing (loutron), and not as an immer- 
sion. Origen, who was born in Alexan- 
dria only 185 years after Christ, and was 

one of the most learned men of the Chris- 
tian Church, and was certainly acquaint- 
ed with his own language—the Greek— 
translates the word bapto in Revelation 
xix : 13, by the word “sprinkle,” rantizo. 

And he was clothed in a vesture sprin- 
kled with blood.” And in the same way 
exactly the old Peschito-Syriac transla- 
tion of the New Testament which is one 

of the most ancient translations existing 
on earth, rendered that verse, thus prov- 
ing, by early Greek authority itself, that 
bapto means sprinkle. So excruciating 
torture have these indisputable facts from 
Origen and the Peschito-Syriac version 
given to exclusive immorsionists, .that 
two of them, Dr. Gale and Alexander 
Campbell, have been actually driven to 
adopt the wild theory that Origen and 
the translators of the Peschito-Syriac 
must have had access to a Greek copy ol 
the book of Revelation differing from our 

received Greek text. This theory is not 

only wild, but false and dangerous. 
There is not one particle of evidence for 
it in all the Greek copies of that book 
that remain on earth; and to adopt this 
theory would be to launch us on a stormy 
sea of uncertainity as to the whole origi- 
nal text of the Bible; without chart, rud- 
der, or compass to guide us. To proceed 
with the early testimony as to the mode 
of baptism : Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, 
who was born about the close of the sec- 

ond century, and was put to death by 
martyrdom in 258, decided in a council 
ot sixty-8ix bishops, all ol whom agreed 
with him, that baptism by sprinkling or 

effusion of water was valid, and quoted 
from the prophet Ezekiel in vindication 
of the decision, these words: “Then will 
I sprinkle clean water upon you and ye 
shall be clean.” 

Some exclusive immersionists seem to 
have sought comfort and encouragement 
from a work entitled “Christian Institu- 
tions,” by the late Dean Stanley, of the 
Anglican Church. But if they had 
studied that work carefully, and com- 

pared it with Holy Scripture, and with 
all the remains of patristic literature and 
history that are genuine and authentic, 
they would promptly lay aside the book 
as one which, both in its letter and its 
spirit, will overthrow their tenets, rather 
than aid them. It is true that in the 
opening chapter, Dean Stanley intimates 
a strong opinion that John’s baptism was 

by immersion, and that this was the mode 
practiced in the primitive Church. But, 
when we come to look for his authority 
for this opinion, and to winnow the wheat 
of facts from the very beautiful chafF of 
fancy and of graceful rhetoric with which 
he has enveloped the meagre product of 
truth presented, we find nis opinion to 
be the result of his own broad-church 
theories stimulated by a lively imagina- 
tion, and not the sober result ot fads. 
This opening illustration of John’s bap- 
tism, in which he compares it to modern 
scenes at and in the Jordan river, where- 
in thousands of pretended pilgrims of 
various nations plunge, dip, and dive into 
the water, has no more real application 
and truth to commend it, than would 
have a similar description of a group ol 
modern boys leaping, plunging, swim- 
ming, and diving in tne .James, the Rap- 
pahannock, or the Potomac. No such 
scene, however adorned by the graces of 
Dean Stanley's style, can be any thing 
but a ludicrous parody of the solemn and 
simple religious rite of John’s baptism. 
That rite was the Jewish rite, ana was 

performed by effusion and not by immer- 
sion. It is remarkable that Dean Stan- 
ley, with all his learning does not bring 
forward the testimony of a single witness 
of the first century or the second century 
or the early part of the third century 
after the death of the apostles, to testify 
to the prevalence of immersion in the 
primitive Church. All he does is to refei 
to the now well-known facts of abuse and 
superstition in the practice of the rite oi 

baptism testihed to by Tertullian, and 
writers either contemporary with him 01 

living after him—not one of whom wa: 

born earlier than A. D. 160, and most ol 
them long after that date. The practice 
proved by these writers was that the per 
son to be baptized, whether male or fe 
male, adult or infant, was stripped en 

tirely nude, and was then plunged intc 
the water of the baptistery three succes 

sive times, accompanied by divers formi 
and symbols without a trace of scriptura 
autho.ity, and pregnant with the darl 
superstitions of the coming middle ages 
Surely, such usages do not commend im 
mersion to the favorable regard of any 
reflecting person. In fact, Dean Stanley 
in the very book referred to, has pub 
lished some of the most caustic censure: 

upon the views of exclusive immersionist: 
that ever appeared in print. His opim 
ions are evidently shaped by his Church 
theory, which is so broad and all-embrac 
ing that, on the subject of ordinances anc 

institutions, he lays aside, in substance 
the authority of Scripture, and holds thal 
the visible Church has power and author 
ity to change, modify, or establish then 
as, to her, may seem good. It is etrang: 
indeed that such a book should be reliec 
on by any who pretend to stand on the 
authority of inspired Scripture. 

Thus I have shown you that there i: 
no sound reason for believing that Johr 
■the Baptist baptized by immersion, bui 
every reason from the established Jewisl 
usage in his day to believe that he bap 
tized by effusion, sprinkling, or pouring 
of water, and that Christ our Savioui 
was so baptized, and that such was th< 
testimony and the belief of early Chris 
tians. Let us now look farther into th< 
New Testament history beyond the tinn 
of John the Baptist. It is a strong argu 
ment against the immersion theory, tha 
we never read in the New Testamen 
that the apostles or evangelists, whei 

people professed faith in Christ, delayec 
their baptism, or changed their locatior 
to go to a river or a pool or a lake or i 

reservoir in order to immerse them. Oi 
the contrary it appears from the narra 
tives that they baptized them immediate 
ly, and just where they were and just a 

they were, in town or country, in sick 
ness or health, in jail or on a journey, b] 
night or by day—facts which we cai 

easily understand if the baptism was bi 
effusion or sprinkling, but which are per 
fectly inexplicable if it was by immer 
sion. When on the day of Pentecost 
three thousand people professed conver 

sion, we read in the inspired narrative 
“Then they that gladly received hi; 
word were baptized, and the same dai 
there were added unto them about tlirei 
thousand souls." Not one word is sait 
about immersion, or about going out t< 
the river Jordan, or going to any pool o; 

reservoir. These fictions are added t< 
the Scripture narrative by the fancies o 

exclusive immersionists. And not on< 
word is said about change of clothing o: 
about the time necessary to immerse s< 

many ; both of which points are materia 
to the question. For we know, from th< 
express words of Tertullian, herein pre 
viously referred to, that when immersioi 
became common in the third century 
the subjects, both male and female, wen 

denuded entirely of their clothing, am 

were three times plunged under tin 
water and raised up again. Hence i 
was called Trine baptism. But this as 

suredly was not the practice sanctions! 
by the New Testament. Take the cas< 
of the Eunuch baptized by Philip th< 
evangelist. It is remarkable that thii 
Eunuch had been reading the prophecy 
of Isaiah, and just as Philip joined hin 
he had reached what is now known ai 

the fifty-third chapter; but there wen 

no divisions into chapters then, and there 
fore we have a right to believe that hii 
reading had included those strong word 
in the close of what is now the fifty 
second chapter—words which apply t< 
Christ our Saviour: ‘‘So shall he sprin 
kle many nations.” And thus aftei 
Philip had instructed him in the gospe 
of Christ and the Eunuch believed, hii 
mind was already prepared for Christiai 
baptism by the inspired mode indicate! 
by the prophet Isaiah—that is by sprink 
ling. And then they came unto a cer 

tain water. Now we know from the ac 

counts of geographers and travellers 
ancient and modern, that .there was no 

then, and has not been since, any strean 
of water in the desert between Jerusa 
lem and Gaza, where this transaction oc 

curred, sufficiently deep to make the im 
mersion of the Eunuch possible. Tin 
inspired Greek says they both went dowi 
cis to udor, to the water and he baptize! 
him; and they came up cl\ ton udatoi 
from the water. Assuredly we have m 

reason to believe this was an immersion 
There was not sufficient depth of wate 
for the purpose, and the Eunuch wen 

on his way without any change of cloth 
ing or other preparation which an im 
mersion would have made indispensable 
Take now the case of Paul. Can an; 
fair-minded man believe that he was im 
mersed? He had been. stricken dowi 
by a supernatural vision and a powe 
from Christ on high. He was blind; h 
was weak; he was without food or wate 
for three days; he was in a room by him 

self in Damascus; Ananias is sent to 
him; Paul is praying; spiritual light 
has come; Ananias speaks: “Brother 
Saul, the Lord even Jesus who appeared 
unto thee in the way which thou earnest, 
hath sent me that thou may’st receive 
'thy sight and be filled with the Holy 
Ghost. And straitway there fell from 
his eyes as it were scales, and he received 
his sight; and he arose and was baptized; 
and he took food and was strengthened." 
Paul was baptized standing up, anastas, 
standing up. Was any man ever im- 
mersed while standing up? And Paul 
was baptized straitway—in the room 
where he had been blind and weak and 
without food for three days. Where was 
the river or the reservoir in which to im- 
merse him? They cannot be found with- 

> out a human addition to the inspired 
Word of God? Who will dare to make 

i it? And the case of the jailor of Philippi 
[ is as strong against immersion as that of 

Paul. This jailor was converted and be- 
lieved, in his house in the jail building 
and at night. And eo we read: “And 
he took them the same hour of the night, 
and washed their stripes; and was bap- tized be and all his immediately." We 

i read of no going out of the jail to seek a 
i river or a pool of water, and of no reser- 

voir in the jail. All these are vagaries 
and dreams and imaginations, and are 
not found in the Word of God nor in the 
facts of the case. Therefore the jailor 
and his household were not baptized by 
immersion, but by the effusion of baptis- 
mal waters in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 

Some lovely Christians, male and fe- 
male, whom T have known, have quoted 
Hebrews x: 22, as sustaining the immer- 
sion theory. The verse is as follows: 
“Let us draw near with a true heart, in 
full assurance of faith, having our hearts 

; sprinkled from an evil conscience, and 
our bodies washed with pure water.” 
But no learned and critical advocate of 
immersion, acquainted with the Greek 
original, ever ventures to refer to this 
verse as favorable to his views. For, in 
fact, it militates powerfully against them. 
The verb rendered washed is not bapto 
or baptizo, but louo which means to wash, 
in its generic sense—that is—to apply 
water to the person or thing for the pur- 

I pose of cleansing or purifying. It does 
i! not mean to dip, to plunge, or to im- 
[ merse. Moreover, the preposition “with” 
i is the proper rendering—not the prepo- 
i sition “in” Now, immersion is per- 
i formed not with,” but always in” 

water or other liquid. Moreover the 
word “soma” body, and not the word 

3 somata” bodies, is used. A perfectly 
liberal rendering, therefore, would be, 

r “We, being washed, as to the body, in 
1 pure water.” The Revised Version of 

1881, gives the whole verse as follows: 
Let us draw near, with a true heart, in 

fulness of faith, having our hearts sprin- 
kled from an evil conscience and our 

body washed with pure water.” And 
: this verse so far from teaching immersion, 
3 finds its appropriate illustration from the 

very words of Christ our Lord who. at 
; the time when He washed the feet of His 
l disciples to teach us the duty of purity, 
> of humility, and of bearing one another’s 

burdens, said, “He that is washed (o le- 
> loumenos, using this same verb louo) 
f needeth not save to wash his feet, but is 
3 clean every whit,”—words which though 

they have no direct allusion to baptism, 
> yet strongly confirm the true theory of 
l baptism, viz: that the immersion of the 
> person in water is not essential, but that 

the application of water as an emblem of 
i cleansing is sufficient and valid, in the 

view of Christ himself. 
; Having thus shown that all evidences, 
[ whether of lexicons, or of Greek authors 
3 and usage, or of the fathers of the Church, 
t or of Old Testament teaching, or of Jew- 
■ i8h customs, or of the teachings ol the 
[ New Testament are against the claims of 
5 exclusive immersionists, I now come to 
i their stronghold—their ultimate argu- 
i ment. That argument is founded on two 

passages from Scripture—one from the 
i sixth chapter of raul’s epistle to the 
i Romans and the other from the second 
s chapter of his epistle to the Colossians. 

In each of these passages, believers are 

\ said to be buried with Christ through 
i baptism or in baptism. Immersioniste 

insist that this is a distinct inspired teach- 
» ing as to the mode of baptism, and is de- 

signed to show that baptism is a symbolic 
memorial of the burial and resurrection 

1 of Christ, and that as Christ was buried 
and rose again, so the believer in immer- 

i sion is buried for a time under the water 
I and then rises again. But a close exam- 

ination will satisfy us that these Scrip- 
tures are not intended to teach, and do 
not teach, any thing as to the mode or 

action involved in Christian baptism, 
t The burial of Christ is not an event in 

any manner essential to our salvation. 
The life, the righteousness, the sufferings, the death, and the resurrection of Christ 
are all essential to our salvation, and 

; therefore all are commemorated bv visi- 
ble symbols and ordinances instituted by 

I him. II 8 life and righteousness are com- 

memorated by baptism, which is the sym- 
) bol of the renewed life, the cleansed soul 

and the infused purity, all coming from 
r Him; His sufferings and death are com 

t memorated by the Lord's Supper, and 
His resurrection is commemorated by the 
Lord’s day, the first day of the week 
the day on which he rose from the dead 

r the Christian Sabbath, which will be ob 
served till he come again. Therefore 

i there is no ground for the notion thaf 
r two commemorative symbols were in«ti- 
3 tuted for the resurrection. The Lord’f 
r day represents it and commemorates it 

Immersion and rising from water doef 

not; and is wholly supererogatory and 
useless for that purpose, as the Christian 
Sabbath day has been instituted for the 
very end of such commemoration. The 
burial of Christ has no symbolic or com- 
memorative sign among Christian insti- 
tutions, because it is not an essential link 
in the chain of facts necessary to our sal- 
vation. If Christ had not been buried at 
all, if after death, his body had remained 
suspended on the cross for three days, 
and if then by His almighty power he 
had taken again to himself his life, and 
had come down from the cross, his resur- 
rection from the dead would have been 
as complete as it was when he arose from 
the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea, and 
the salvation of believers—soul and body 
would have b;en as completely secured. 
And moreover, it is impossible that the 
burial of Christ can be the symbol or 
memorial or representative of immersion, 
because it bears no analogy and no re- 
semblance to it. Even if Cniist had been 
buried as the dead are buried now among 
us, it would have been not like immer- 
sion, because the earth would have been 
applied to the body and not the body to 
the earth. But in fact the burial of 
Christ was no interment—no envelop- 
ing of his body in earth after the man- 
ner and mode of immersion in water. 
His body was laid in a tomb hewn out of 
a rock—in a sepulchre wide and high and 
spacious. So that his burial bore no 
more resemblance or analogy to immer- 
sion, than if his body had been taken from 
the cross into an upper room in the house 
of Joseph of Arimathea and there kept 
for three days. Therefore the essential 
point of the illustration or symbol fails 
entirely when we come to look at the 
facts of the case. But, moreover, a care- 
ful examination of the passage from Ro- 
mans (and that from Colossians does not 
ainer in meaning and spirit) will satisfy 
any candid and intelligent Christian that 
Paul did not intend to teach or to sug- 
gest any thing whatever concerning the 
mode of baptism. His teaching is entire- 
ly concerning its spiritual nature and de- 
sign. He is teaching the great doctrine 
of justification and salvation through 
Christ—of the power of his death in 
working in us and for us death unto sin 
and life unto righteousness. His style in 
this passage abounds in these powerful 
and suggestive figures for which he is so 
renowned. He introduces into this pas- 
sage five distinct elements of our salva- 
tion, viz: our death to sin, our burial by 
baptism into death, our resurrection to- 
newness of life, our being planted to- 
gether in the likeness of his death, and 
our crucifixion with Christ that the body 
of sin within us might be destroyed. 
Now, four of these elements must be held 
to be figurative because they are not lit- 
eral; viz: our death to sin, our resurrec- 
tion to newness of life, our being planted 
in the likeness of his death, and our cru- 
cifixion with Christ. These are all fig- 
urative and spiritual truths. Why then 
shall not the fifth element, viz: our bur- 
ial by baptism into death, be also held to 
be figurative and spiritual ? It must be 
both. For, it is declared to be a baptism 
into death, that is, that by the power of 
the death of Christ, and the renewing of 
the Holy Spirit working faith in our 

hearts, we die in Christ unto sin and thus 
become entitled to baptism, which is the 
outward sign signifying these inward and 
spiritual conditions. In this light alone 
can this passage be understood. It has 
no reference whatever to the mode of 
baptism, but teaches in the strongest 
manner its spiritual nature and symbol- 
ism for which we earnestly contend. 

And this leads me naturally and pro- 
perly to the last argument of this dis- 
course. It is that baptism is the out- 
ward sign and symbol of the renewing 
and sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit. 
and that all through the Holy Scriptures, 
both of the Old and New Testaments, the 
operation and action of the Holy Spirit 
is described as an effusion, a pouring, a 

washing, a cleansing, and not as an im- 
mersion. This ie an argument which ex- 
clusive immersionists have never an- 
swered and cannot answer, for it comes 
from God. His words are: “Then will 
I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye 
shall be clean ; from all your filthiness 
and from all your idols will I cleanse you. 
And a new heart also will I give you, 
and a new spirit will I put within you, 
and I will take away the stony heart out 
of your flesh and I will give you an heart 
of flesh. And I will put my spirit within 
you and cause you to walk in my statutes 
and ye shall keep my judgments and do 
them.” Oh 1 that all the members of 
this congregation may have that inward 
baptism—that baptism into the life and 
death of Christ—that effusion and out- 

pouring of the Holy Spirit of which the 
baptism which the hands of man can 

give, is but the feeble, outward type and 
symbol. Then shall we all at last meet 
in heaven to enjoy forever the peace of 
God which passeth all understanding. 

Three Ktnds of Preaching.—An 
English merchant who visited Scotland 
in 1050, being asked on his return what 
he had heard and seen, answered, Rare 
things. I went to St. Andrews, were I 
heard a majestic-looking man (Blair,) and 
he showed me the majesty of God. After 
him I heard a little fair man (Rutherford,) 
and he showed me the loveliness of 
Christ. I then went to Irvine, where I 
heard an old man (Dickson,) and that 
man showed me my own heart!" 

—If ev^ry person would be half as 

good as he expects his neighbor to be, what a 
heaven this world would be I—Luther Norris. 
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