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PRL'SBYTHRIANISM AND TH!: FUTURH,
Bt Rkv. PrYTON li. Ilucri-, D. L\, "Wilmington. N. C.

"For the promise is iiuto yon, and to your cliiMreu, and to all that

arc afar off, evcu as many as the Lord our God shall call." —Acts ii. 39.

rrifO'] Old 'lestiiruent is imtuiTiUy a bot/k (~)f jn-omisc. In

^ the earliest dawi; of toe t^ospel we La\e the seed of pro-

mise. To the cliureli delivered from the flood God gave the

bow of promij^e. To Abrah'im in liis old ap;e was l)orn the

child of proniisc , and in due time bis seed inlierited tlie land

of promise. So, too, all the syinbols of the priestly law, all

the developments nf the oi\il oovermnent, tlie snnif of psalm-

ist, the vision of seer, the exhortation of prophet, were all

fainter adumbrations or more distinct pledges of that which

tlie future held, and tlie fnhie.ss of time should unf-. iM. But

when that fuhit'ss of time had Come, and all the promises

of God were made Yea and Amen in Clirist Jtsus, it might

have bet'n supposed that tlie pei'iod of pri'ini^e was over,

and that the era of perfect and c(>mj)leb; fullilment was at

hand. So thought the disciples during the days of our

Lords ll(-sh. Sii thi'uglit tlicy with fuller assurance after

his trium})hant re.-^niTection, as with eager hearts they came
to him -with the ciuestion, "Lord, wilt thou at this tmie re-

store again the kirjgdom untu Israel .'
" lint genllv au'l

gravely, as of yore, he jnits tlieiu otl': '• It is net fe.r you to

know the tinu'S or the seasons, whicli the F;dl;er hath }ai{

in his own prjwer " And wlien in a mi:>ment lie is partc'd

fmm them, tlie last word thai falls from his lips as he is re-

ceived np into glory is a word of promise —the promise of
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power, tlif pdwcr of tlie IJoly Ghosi. tliat tbcy niig]it Lear

witness for liim to tlio uttermost part of the earth.

Again the disciples wait upon the Titird xnitil promise is

crownt'd witli fnlfilnuiit, and on Pentecost the Spirit de-

scends, and they are tilled, and clothed, and transformed

with power But \Ahen Peter, sta.ndijig foi'th that day in

the fulness of that new-fiamd ]:iowtr, upon the threshold of

that new disjiensatiou it had ushered in, speaks the creative

words of the Christian Church, they aie still words of pro

mise—"the promise is unto you." And lest any one should

limit that promise to the pr* sent, and its immediate fullll-

nient, we see it glancing along to fuiure ages, and bursting

abroad to distant lands: "The prtimisc is unto you, aiid to

your childreii, and to all that are afar oiiV' l*roniise is still

to l)e the forming principle of the chuix-h's life, and the in-

spiration of the chuivli's acti^"ities. Nor is it only at tlic

beginning' of the ('hristinn life of those wlio in successive

generations compose the Chiistian Church, that promise is

to play its part. AVhen the Holy Spirit enters the soul, its

full measure is not reached at a bound, and the very high-

est clevelopn:ient of his power and glory here is still only an

earnest of that which is beyond Hear the aged apostle,

who sui'passed even Peter in the ''abundance of revelations,"

when far on his earthly course: "This one thing 1 do, for-

getting those things that are behind, and reaching forth

unto those things that are before, 1 ])rc^s toward the uiark

for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jcsus."

And when he unveils the trinity of Christian graces that are

to "abide" with the Cliristian throughout this life, an.d with

the cluu'ch throughout this dispensation, there is not only

a Faith to look u}>. and a Love to look out, but a Ibjpe to

kv.k forward.

To-day wo stand as did the Apostle Peter, thou;;h to an

huijjbkr degree, at one of those points where fruition has
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followed promise. But let ua learn, like him, at such a time

to fix our gaze vijt ouly ii|)ou tlic past, but also iipou the

futm-e. As we thJiik ui the little, sTru.L'.gli'Oi^- \hie plaiited iu

faith and hope three qaavters of a century a.q-o, and then cast

our eyes around at tlic vigorous churches that stand where

once it stood; wben we looh out farther and see the more

distant shoots that have sprung into life and activity from

its side: and when we think of the rich fruitage that from

these vines is now ripening here for heaven, and the still

larger vintage that has already been gathered into the gar-

ners above, our hearts may well swell with gratitude to God
for the blessings of the past. But when we remember that

the harvest of tlie present is the seed of the future, when we
think how that seed is being scattered broadcast throughout

our land, and has already liee.u borne to other shores, we
may well pause before we exclaim, "The former days were

better than these." This church has had noble pastors.

Some of them, alter an abseiicc of years, are with us again.

To see their faces, to hear their voices, to receive their greet-

ings of luve, and to listen to the dear old gospel from their

lips, has been the uni(]ue auil blessed ex[)erience of this

joyful re-union ; but these men have labored, and others,

coming after them, will enter into their lal)ors, M'ho will

see gi-tater things than tliey. It has had devoted mem-
bers in t'le paat—men who have put tlieii" lives in jeopardy

for the sake of the gosjjel, nit.n who have never tiinched iu

the times that tried men's souls; l)ut no one can know the

heights of Christian her asm to which Gt.d may call some

of these little ones thai sit before us to-day. It has set in

motion many bi nellcent aetivitits, that have brought light

and gladness and lilessing into countless hearts and honies,

but ouly eternity can reveal how far will reach the widening

circle of its beuerueuce in the ages that are yet unborn.

The same }i]'incip]e hulds t rno wlien we take a wider stu'vey,



ricESr.YTF.niANISM AND THE FrTUKE. 81

and consider that grctit fiiTiiily of Christian cliurchos to which

this con.ureg'atiun l)eloni;-s. Thf-re is no nior^3 fascinating-

jnu'snit tl'.an tlic study of tlij'sc causes, sinall and great, that

brought into being tlie great Reforniati'-n movement. And
as in this year of grace we celeljrate the four hundredth an-

niversary of that discovtry which added a new wr.rld to tlie

arena of human effort and ]irogress, we look on witli adonng

wonder at the sihnit moving of the divine liand by which

Lohard and Buhemian. Ilngueuijt and Hohajuler, Enghsli

Puritan and Scotch l'resbytt;rian, were, through toil and sac-

rifice, ]:ioi\secution. shame and death, working out those

principles, and shaidng tliose instil utiems, that should not

only form the fabric of oar ecclesiastical structures, but

should lay the foundations of our civil and religious liberties.

But while tlie niemory of tliese naighty dead shall last as

long as history, while their devotion to truth and duty must

ever nerve our hearts to like endeavor, ^s]^le they have be-

queathed to us much that we can never forsake without

being recreant to every duty both to God and man, yet we
cannot rest in their attainments. The faithful study of the

past will do much to direct us for the future. It has lessons

of warning and lessons of encouragement. It can save from

much error and lead into much truth. But he who would

shape the future altogether by the jiast, is like the mariner

who should steer hisshiji by the track it has left in its wake,

instead of by the changeless stars of heaven, or the needle

ever constant to the ])ole.

History has precious lessons indeed, but its truest and

best is this: that the best is yet beyond, and that fruition

in the past is the pledge and promise of ;i richer fultihiient

in the future. It is these C' ai-^ideratiojis that have led me
to ask you, on this day freighted \sith the memories of the

past, t'.) t-ake a glance witli nie a.t the subject I have selected,

'•Presljvterianism and the Future."
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AVhen Ave look a 'litil > uioro narrowly irjto the text we see

tli;;t it outlhv's (."crtjiiii ul.'inonts or condition'^ Ihat are essen-

tial to the siiorrss o[ the churcli, ov of iuiy part of the

church. These elouKMiis of success are revival, perpetnati<n),

enlargouieiit. aiul all in ac-ordaiice with a sovereign, eternal

and yracivHis purjii.h;*: rcviral, l)ecause the '-promise" is

the proinise of the Holy Ghost; prrp, t nation, because

the proKiise is i;ot only unto you, but '• to your children ;

»-id'ir<jan<:,if. becausoii is also -'to ah that are afar oil'"; and

in its ai'iihcatinii auMu:^ nil these, by a purj^ose that must be

sovereign, and inusl in> eternal, and must be gracious, be-

cause it is divine, it is limited to ''as many as the Lord our

God sh=dl call.

I would miss my j-urjHise very far if any one were to un-

derstand fiotn anything that I shall say that I claim for

Presbyterianisni antl tlu' Presl)yterian Churches a monopoly

of any or all of these elements of success and blessing that

are promised in the te\t. But with the fullest catholicity of

spii'it, it is surely our n-ht to point out that Presbyterian

principles reqinre us lo seek for, and strive after, each

one of them; tluit rresbyterian doctrines reveal the true

method of tlieir attahnnent : and that Presbyterian organiza-

tion presents a most favorable channel for their exercise and

development. If these ]>ositions can be maintained, Presby-

terianism ha.-> u.-thii-;; to tear from the future, but will be

foiuid to meet the scripti.vid conditinns of a church for all

times, and ;i church for all peoples.

I ask you, tlieii, tlrst, to oliserve with me that the condi-

tions of the ilivine pioini-e given in the text, upon which all

•these element- of bles>nv.r d.pend, is the cardinal lainciph;

of that theology of wrieli our church is the avowed and

recogniiad expoiur.i. •The promise," \\\i\\ all that it in-

cludes, is "t'> a< many :;s tlie L(U-d e>ur God sh;dl call."

Tliat God h;;s a pe-.-pIe cl... >en in love from .-rU eternity, whom
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he has predestiiiafed to be couforuied to the iin;i;^e of liis

Son: th;tt upon theui lie Ix-fet avs, each in ]iis own Time, the
eticctual call of his Hulv Spirit: th;it by that call beinn-

made partakers of the divine nature, they turn from sin in

faith and repentance unto God, and that without that call

and tlie idndling t)f the divine hfi; within them, they are cer-

tain to continue in sin because of the deadness of their

moral nature; and that the bestownient of that call includes
every gift that pertains uiito life and godliness, and every

grace that is necesf-my to keep them from falling, and pre-

sent'them faultless belV.re the presence of his glory with ex-

ceeding j.\y—this, as I understimd it, is the system called

Calvinism ; and this, as I understand it, is the creed that

we confuss
; and tliis, as we have seen, is the doctrine of the

text. Now it is nut essential for receiving the blessings of

the text th:d we understand and receive the doctrine of the
text. The sovereign grace of God is not limited to our finite

and fallible understanding.

'•The love of God i, brjadci- tbiin tao luoasnie of man's mind,"

and many a man who has spent his life in the vehement
denial of tlie sovcrei^_;nty of grace, has been himself a most
conspicuous monunj(;]it of that sovereign grace. But as-

suredly those wh(^ J-ecognize the divijic condition of blessing-

are in the most favorable attitude for receiving bles.^ing;

and those who l)a\e recognized God as the sole and sufhcient

source of salvation, and all ihoi leads to it, are on tlie only
sure load for tiiding it. "Them that honor me, I will

honor,"" saiththe Lord: and honoring God. we need not fear

v.hat man can do unto, us, or say of us.

It has been s:ud that every Christi;in is a Calvinist upon
his knees. If thi.-, is time, and no o:ie who carefully observt s

the ]»rayers (.f dewju.t luen of whaff'ver shade of belitd' can
well doubt it, it in great pai't accounts for the hirge measure
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of blessing bestcnve(l. "apou cliurcbes whose formal creed

denies the di^-tinctivu dtictrines of grace. But the church

that proi'esses and i:e;i(jho^; these grcnt d(..c{rines has an

overwhelming argument in her moutli Id hrhuj men to (heir

Icnei's, pointing them i;) i.'ie only s.mrcc of \iA\< and bless-

ing, iLst seeking to climb up some other \Yay tliev be cast

out as thieves and robbers, or, at least, come short of the

glory of God. And "^liat the church of the future needs

that she may have a larger measure of blessing is not (hat

she should cast aside, or curtail, ov soften ber creed, but

that her creed shorild get down into her lieart, and bring

her down upon her knees, waiting upon the Lord for his

blessing, until his grace shines forth in her life, and all men
ai'e pointed to the Lamb of God tliat taketli away the sin of

the world—until all slial) hear the voice, "Look unto me, and

be ye saved, all the eneis of the earth; for I am God, and

there is none else."

Wlien, in the second place, we Ljok at the elements of the

promise in detail, these tlioughts find illustration and em-

p]i;\sis. I have used the term "revival" as including all

that is involved in the promise of the Holy Spirit. It is a

term that implies /{/"t;. There is no blessing for a dead

churcli Its creed may be unexceptionable in its orthodoxy,

its worship may be fauhluss in its beauty, its jninistry pro-

finmd in tlieir learning, their conduct above reproach and

iheir orders lieyond suspicion; but if life be not there, if the

Spirit ff G('d be not thert', orders and dignity and learning,

.'esthetic wnrship and o]'tliodox creed, will imt save it from

the blight and coi'ru])ti('U of death. A dead church is

not ]iringing men to Christ; a dead church is not seek-

ing and saving the lost: a di-ad church is not doing the

only work that gives her a right to be. Ihit if the Spirit of

God breathes upon the.se slain, instead of bleaching bones,

we will have ;i living army to do the work and light the

battles of the living God.
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Again, (lie tiTin revival iin|)lios a rcnr}ral of life. Some
may o1)jeet r.o t1ie term or. tlr's gr.jvind, and say tliat iu-

tervening ]^)Oi'i'xl.-. of depression and death are in;p]ied in its

use, and that tliis is not a normal state of the church, but

one to be regretted and deplored. Tint renewal of life does

]iol, necessarily imply tliat the pi'evi':)us state was one of de-

pression; it moans the heightening- or quickening of the

previous state, whatever it nuiy be. "I am come that

they might have lift-, a:\d that tliey might have it more
abundauily." If we nndertahc to cross the mounlaiu

ranges that traverse the eastern slope of our continent,

we ascend one ridge only to descend into tlie valley on

Die cither side: v.e cross the valley, ascend another ridge

f\nd again descend, and so until the whole system has

been crossed. Jjut if v,-e go to Siberia and ascend from the

eastern coast we liave a very diti&rent experience. By and

by we come to 11 ic nK>untains. but when we have ascended.

instead of a descent into a valley bevoud, we have a broad

table-land, gently rising u[)ward from the summit of one

range to the base uf another: ',ve climb that and continue to

repeat the same experience, always ascending and never de-

scriiding; at times moru rapidly than at others, but still

ah'.ays u]j\vard. Fruni the weakness of our human nature

our iwivals are too apt io be like our own mountains, with

valleys of depres-ion between, l)ut they need not be so.

Every true revival should bring the church nj) to a higher

plane of Christian lif.j and experience from which tliere need
be no descent, bui a ste-idy march onward and upward
Ironi tlie heiglil attained, until a new intlux of spiritual life

and eneri!'}- lits us for ascending to yet gre:iter heights.

J'Jevivid, thus undi'r>t(X;d, is the true ;i.nd ra.'rmal st;-i.te of the

churrh and of tlie Christian, and not an occ;isional s})as-

m.'dic (-tHa-t that spends its force and le;ives no lasting

benent. It is God's law uf the cliurch's gro\vth, and with-

6
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out growth there viilbp, l:)y ahav that ciiu be ignored iu the

spiritual no niorv than iix tlio u.^tur;.*! ^^orld, retrogression,

decay ajid dcritit Ij>.l us look tht-n at oorrio I'f the eli'ects or

manifestations of reTiv.'u.

There is lirst the sjiiritual quickening- of the children of

God. As rain n^fi-esh-js the parched earth, so the Divine

Spirit poui'ed out upon the souls of believers causes every

grace to spring and grow afresh. On every side there is

verdure and bloom aii'T ripening fruit. Gud's v,-ord is

studied with a fresher interest ; praj'er has new power and

fervor; prai.-e has a h.igher note of joy; God's house is

thron<:red witli eairer ^^orshi1/pevs. Love tlows umvard to

God and outward to num. Brolvcn friendships are renewed,

neglected duties are }:ierformcd, and slumbering consciences

are arousech

With the renewal of other duties comes the renewal of

Christian tcstiuiony. If neglected before, the duty is now
performed; if periVained before, it is now done v.ith new

power. Christians speak often cme to another and often to

those that are witliout. The pt^ver of the Holy Ghost is

upon them to witness JVa- Christ, and so with the growth in

grace comes the increase of nund^crs, and the," Lord adds

da.ily to the church of such as shall be savecL

But more than trat : out of every great revival arise those

new teachings of truth, and those new movements in behalf

of the trutli, that lead tlie church on to higher and better

things. The Tuformation was the fruit of j-evival. The

modern evaugelisiic movement v»as the fruit of revival. The
great movements in the interest of the young jioople of the

fhurch art all tlu' rt suit of revival. And no individual

chiux'h enjoys a true revival that some more practicrJ view

of its duties, ajid some more active prosecution of its work,

is not the result.

Revival, then, in whatever a.sp(:ct it is considcnal,. is essen-
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tiai to the cliurch's life and growth. Nay, it is the chin'cli's

life. How, then, and 'wbence sh;dl \ve Imilv for revivrJ?

Humaii n id lire in its shdrt-sightediioss, liuinan nature in

its impatience, human nature in its pride, otten suggests

various human methods and instru)nentah'tios by which re-

vivals may Ik- "gotten u})," as the vulgar plu'ase goes; for-

getting that a re\"iYal, like water, can rise' no higher than its

source, and that a revival o( human origin can give no more

than a humaii blessing. The Calvinistic theology comes in

as the true and oidy correction of human ignorance, impa-

tience, and pride. Keeping its eye fixed uj)on God as the

only source of revivad, siuco he gives the })r^pruise. and the

promise is unto as many as he shall call, it cautions us to

use just tliose means that he has comnumded, and to wait

upon him for the life-giving power, without \\hich all our

eli(_)rts mu.st i^e vain.

To this same conclusion, not only its doc'iriue, but every-

thing in its worship and ordur tends. Neither condemniiig,

nor dejiendent upon, lixed fornis, its wi.U'shi]) has always

been simple and free from adventitious ornament. With the

Spirit of (bjd in it, it is fre&h, satisfying, inspiring: without

his presence it is lifeless and l»ald; thus nudang us feel the

constant need of his life and power. Its main strength and

reliance is ujion the '• f(.)uiis]iucss of preaching."' which GckVs

word and all ex])erieiice teach to be poweiiess to save with-

out the .S})irit of God. Insisting upon an orderly entrance

int(^ its ministry and other otiices, it at the same time claims

for them no "indelible ch;iracter,'' no power of salvation by

manipulatirm, no oflicial grace or virtue, but solemnly

charges all that only as tliey jiei.sei]ially seek and lind the

grace and iwwer of the liuly S}iirit can their ministry be

ellectual in l>ringing revived blessing ':-. to his church. For

this reason it has !io temjMrary or •'expediency" otlicers

in its organizatioii, but s /.emniy bets apa.rt tho.->e oilicers
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tli;it it finds in thnAvo-.'ii of God, recon unending tlieni totlie

grace of God. If Tlie rresl)ytcri;:v! C-ijiiich is not a revival

cbnrc]i. it is notliing. \ud the n.ore tliO]'ouo-]ih- it masters

its own princi]^ilos. tl.c nu>rt' coutinnouslv and incre;r-inpiv

Avill it be a revival ebnrcb, ;ind the bngJiter will sLine for it

tliis jn'oniise of vm Lord- "If ye being evjl ]cno-\\- bow to

g-ivc good gifts unto your eluJdren, liow in.neb more shall

YOiir heavenly Father givo the Iloh Spirit to them that ask

him."

The next element of pr-nniso in the text is perpefAiatlnn

:

"The promise is mito you, and to your children."' This

manifestly has to do v^ith the future. The church that

would take h'jld of the future must i^y its hand upon the

hearts of the young. Here, again, ^ve only need a more thor-

ough a})p]ication of lair own }n'incip!es. T'enying riu the

one haiid the doctrine of l)a]>tismal regeneration, and on the

other, re])udiating the exclusion of infants from the church,

the Presbyterian C'liurch has ahva}-s.. talcen its stand on

God's inirepealed covenant, and said to its little ono'^, ''Ye

are the children of the covenant." Admitthjg them to the

privileges uf the church on thel)asis of Gi/dV covenant j>ro-

mises, it has ahvays insisted that God's little ones should be

trained for liim. Lou.l;- iiefore the m-xlern Sunday-school

was dreamed of, the i^resbyterian ('luu'<'li in lier parish

schools, in her ]iarent;il tr;;ining-, and in lier pa-^toral cate-

chisings, was instructiiig her cliililreu in the word of God
and the doctrines oi' that word, with a thoi-oughness tliat

modern r'-'.ethods have rarely equalled and never sm'passed.

Seizing hold of the new instrumentality because of its A\ider

Bcoi:)e and better op[n>rtuni{ies for roacliing tliose that are

\nthout, she has incurporated it into hi-r system, and devoted

to its development her higliest and noblest energies. Aral

if she has relaxed in an}- degree her fi.iraier iiistrnmentaliiies,

there are uut lacldng indications of a wi-(- return to the
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parish sebotA, AvLile parental trainiDg- will always revive

witli a revived cliureb.

But in our own days a new deinaiul is mndt' nj^on the

church. The church is r(.alizing its call ti) persunal service

as never hot'ure. ai.d with that call conies the call to train its

children nut oidy to know Christ, hut U> serve him. Innum-

erahle rornis of orgunizatiou tor acconi])lishing this work have

sprung- into henig-, some within church lines and some with-

out, some AAise and sonic otherwise. It is gTatitying to note

that the. venoi'able Synod of Virginia has aj>[)ointed a com-

mittee to intjuire into the l>c.-.t method of org-anizing' and

develophi;.;' the energies of its young- jieojile. One thing- is

certain: the clmrch cannot reslrain these movements if it

wuuld; and it ought not if it could. God is in them, liis

word is behind theiu, and what tlie church needs to do is

heartily to enconvage, and wisely to direct, the el'forts of

its young- jKriplo in channels most coiiformaljlc to its own
life, and most conducive to tlieir S})iritual growth. But
these moveiiieiits :t>nsidered m themselves, and apart from

any que.-5ti(.in of ])articular furm or method, are evidences

that the revi- d promise is reaching- untu uur children, pro-

mising; to us and to all who eiicjin.-;ig-e thein, the perpetua-

11(11 of the blessings of the }'resenl, and the moi-e abundant

manifestation of thos(; blessings in the future.

The I'resbyteriau Chiu-ch has p(>culiar advantag-es from

its fetrni i»f g-overnment for the instruction and guidance

of its children and youth. It alone has an t>rder of men
regularly set apart for the direction uf Gods hou.se, whose

very name is derived from the family. The elders ai'o

vrd.lined to bo tiie .-i]>intua.l lathe's ui the congregation, and

she] 'herds of the J] )ck. As fathers, they cannut neglect the

children; as shepherds, they camiwt f.)rsake the lambs. As
the I'uuntain of government in the congregatK-m, it is theirs

to direi;t and organize ihe church until "the whole body,
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fitly joiued toj?:ttlio3- raul cornp'ictod oy that wbicb every

joi)it siip]:i^ictli, nccivdii"-- t" tlif cliccraid \\\;r]:ino- in the

mensure of ewvx ^[O'i, mnlvotli racrcaso of tlif body unto

the edifying of itself in Icve." As tlie y(>ia-s go on, tbis

office become?; not less, l)ntn;ore, iuipoi'tnnt. Aiid as ciders

more fullv realize tlie nature and resp(insi1)iliiv of tbeir

office, tbey v.ill more eiieetively discbarge tbis work of de-

velopin-j- and organizing tbc Cbnstiaii activities of tbe con-

i-Teo-ations under tlioir csu'c In sncb organization cbiMren

and young peo|,)le must have a large and important paii,

and in tlieir wisely directed zf-A., consecrated in tlieir youth

to tbe ^Master's use, the cliurcb A\il! not be slovv" to see its

best and brightest promise fur the future.

But we must now turn to look at tlie last element of pro-

jxij-^Q— tlu' lavimise of i'>t^'trr/rj/ir/i/ ; ior tbe ]>]-omise is not

only imto you and to your clnkb-en. it is '-to all tliat are

afar ofi." AVlu-n v,-e conterapbile tbis promise, as the events

of these last days have given it meaning, we are tempted

to exclaim with tb.;j pri.pbo1: "V7ho are these tlir.t tly as a

cloud, and as dnvco to tluir windows?" "Behold, these

shall come from far; and lo, tliese from the north and west,

and these from thu laud of Sijiim."

Wliile Ave elifC'rfully award to aiiotlier doni"'mination the

p;dm for tlie inauguratii'U of tlu^ rjv. idorn missiuiiary move-

ment that has just completed its first contnry. it ^liould not

be forgxitten thai as early n^ IG'iO :i rresbyt<rian professor

in the University of Leyder founded a mis- ionjn'y college,

whose g/aduatcs went forth to tbe Dutch Ivist Indies, and

did work which anticipates all that is best in modern mis-

sions. And if in the missionary revival led by Carey, a

Scotch Gener;)] .\ssrmbly at llrst turned a cold shoulder

-up<jn the enterprise, it is none the less true tiiat a mem-

ber of that Assendily ])Lunteil to tbe Great Commission

as tbe final and sufficient argujuunt for missions, tbe answer
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to fJI iibjcctioBs, and the ciul of controversy. But whatever
the original attitvide of ihe T'reslAterian Church, no one
will deny that it has assuined its full sJiare of the woi-lc nrjw.

Xo one who, at the recent i;-reat Council of Presbyterian

Churchof;., heard upon one phitforin Presbyterian mission-

aries from India. Chimi. .Vfrica, Korea, tl\c New Hebrides,

and the wilds of Northv.e^t America, and wlio saw two
great clnu'ches packed at the same hour with Presbyte)-ian

con oTcgations to hear the n-icssages tliey l)roug-ht of the

progress of the gospel in all hinds, could liave any doubt of

the present attitude of the Presbyterian Ghm-ch towards

missions.

And ]iow cuuld ii be otliervvise? ]\rore than ten years

ago, wlien just licensed Liy my Presbyti'vy, 1 jircached my
iivst mi^siunaiy Sermon fr!a;> this {oxi: "Therefore I endure

all thir.gs for tlio elect's sal-;e, tliat tliey may also obtain the

s-alvat'on v.hicli is in Clirist Jesus witli eterjial glory." And
to tins day tliero is to my mijid no sivojiger missionarv ap-

peid than that. The r.ian v,ho has taken down into his

lieart tlie Ijelief that (n.d has an elect people scattered

throughout this vo>rliI v. bom ho calls upon his church to

lind out v\-ith tlie messa-i' of life, can have no rest day or

night while anylliing nmains undrme that he can do to

carry out Christ's })ur|). s^.s of grace, and bring to the Lord
his own. The encourautsufnt to Paul io stay in Corintli

was thai tlie Lrad had ):;nch people in that city: and tlie

knowledge that the P< .rd has chosen ones in all lands is the

best encouragtijurut to {l;e church to go everywhere i^reach-

ing the \\<.rd. And \\]<Mo we have in our doctrines the

strongc'St possible motiv.' f'>r missionary etlbrt, we have in

our polity a system that is eapal'lo of world-wide expansion.

Like the banyan tree, w];f)-.;-v(n- a ]>rauch touches the ground
it takes root. 'With :,ll the elements drawn direct frc^rn the

people, it develops a naUve organized church on any soil in
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which it is phiuted. It commends itself to the jud.quient of

the inlolkeiual JJraluuiii, and is conipj'eheusil»le to tiie nmid

of tlie simple Ptipnau It is i'omi.l..te in ;dl its eltiuc-nts on

the liiiiest islet, and is flastic em.uiyh iu cover the Liv'adest

continent. It is capaT/it- cif reali/ii\i>' ;i wca'ld-^vide (.iii,'anic

unity, but in tlje equality of ail its ruh I's, and the fj'eedom

of all its integral part.>, it is more soliciloits of maintaining

the ubity of the spirit in the bond of peace.

The 1^-csbyterian Church is then j^cciilinrly adapted to be

a missionary churcli. And it has como to recugiaze mis-

sionary activity not only as a duty to the licathen, but as an

essential ]iart of the clim-cb's life. Ilnlargement is as neces-

sary to the clmrch as perj^et nation. The outgoing of the

church's energies is as necessary to its life as is exercise to

the body. The more it puis forth, tliu ntoj'e is its strength

inci'eased. and the fnlkr the]iulsations of life and gra^e that

How through its members from the great heart of Christ.

To live, to endui'e, lo expand. These are the elements

necessary to a church for all times and for all j^eoples. And
these, from the promise of tlie text, we may, in hundjle de-

pendence upon Gdd, chiim as ovu's.

We do Jiot claim that our church, just as it stands, is the

church of the future. G'>d doubtless has n-any lessons yet

to teach us, and so)ue L>f them \ve miglit well Ije learning

now. 1 believe tluxt every great chiu"ch has some deposit of

truth tliat it is her mission to contribute to the church of

the fniure. Some may contriljute a ruore varied arid re-

sponsive form of worship, yet wilhuut reducing everything

to set forms. From the same source there niay como tlie

effective administration of the diocesuu bishop without the

diocesan's rank; fr^m another source tliere may come the

power derived fiora freer p'.rsonal testiniony for Christ;

from others, something yvt diilerent. that G^d riow sees but

that we do not. 13ut of one thing i am jK-r.-^uaded. That
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wbiel) tlie rrcsliytcriaii t';unily will cuni vilnili' is thai which

makes it Gah. inistic Mid which makes it Presl>ytt'Vi->ii, a

doctviiKi that ,q"ives ^^l'>ry to God and a })olit_v thai f;ivcs

libei'ty to tho people. F<>r this it is that insures to us the

promise of revival, perpetuation and enlarL'-einent, until the

inultitude of the redeemed have all l.>oen gathered in, and

the Lord shall lie kini;- over all the earth.




