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RICHMOND, VA., THURSDAY,"

For the Central Presbyterian.]
Practical Religion.
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Why Not?
NO. II.

[ o Wy did you not. go to the prayer-meet-
sl rrr’r#-:lr.:"b

s it.” Did you forget to eat
;I_‘. e dinner? No. Or that notice about
votie note thikt dfell due in bunk to-day? No.
Then, friend, you Nlh[lh'-liﬂll 1bly have a dan-
memory. For if you fail to ¢ hea-
ily food, you will die. God spreads out
fopd Lbandantly before those who, pot § b
tho ‘assambling of themselves tosether,
| dppia; b him'in united prayer. If you fuil
|t ieE the mote that He holds against you
for facthful service in His vineyard, you will,
ns i !’fl'-lhl'“lrl‘ be e I[JI[‘\'lLl[!\T'[; and |'|'|1'.Il-; }l)
yolur .Iail'_'hl)' gins, bo east into an eternal
prison.  The blood of Jesus is our ouly in-
| surance “against hell-fira; and if we forget
Fig, can we. expect e will remember ns?
| Oli, if your soul wus alive with heavenly
love, ya@ would not thus forget!

wr w f did not forget the ';Jdru'_-.’."u_-rr, but had

not fime to attend it.”
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[For the Central Preshyterian. ]

: Holston Presbytery.

war broke out, we
t whatever mi
Chu

gated to us by the Head of the Church, and
would violate Chap. 81st, See. 4th, of our
Confession - of TFaith, which says: “Synods|
and councils are 0 handle or conclude noth- |
g but that which s ecclesiastical, and Ill‘G!
not to intermeddle with civil affairs which |
concérn the Commonwealth, unless by way of

| e 1t 1 1 3 ' |
humble petition in cases extraordinary, or by |

way of adviee for satisfaction of conscienee, |
if they be therenuto required by the civil |

| magistrate.”

{ ready and willing to re-unite with the General

B fary reco
| prempl Li i

2. Resolved, That, as o Preshytery, we are |
|

Assembly of the  Presbyterian Church in the |
United States, whenever that body is willing
to receive us on such terms as are laid down |
in the Word of God, and the time-tried stand-
ards of the Presbyterian Church.

8. Resolved, "That Presbytery exhort Chris-
tians, for the honor of religion and welfare of |
souls, to coltivate in all, our Churches the |
spirit of harmony. Where division exists, |
let 1t be healed. Where hard feclings exist, |
let them be smothered.  Inall our Churches, |
let the world, looking on, be constrained l.n!
say: “Hee how these Christians love one an-1
other.” o promote ends so desirable, Pres- |
i i ligf vacant Churches make |

nitend
-"_:'-l'.nb-'r ciiorts to. A
selves with the means of grace. |
4. Resolped, That,as the Holston Presby- |
tory of the United Synod is of one mind and |
Y selves, and as the twoJ’res-
byteries have already been united by the
101 ion of our Genern .\~.~'t!.‘1!h]j‘ and the
Synod, that we now, on oar part, |
heartily conenr in this ion, and that we
select Drist as the ]II y and the first Fri-
1 September next as the time, for our
This time and place
the purpose of meeting
i there to consum-
mate suid union—it being also the time and
place of their next regular meeting.
.‘_I_ ;’;'vp Wved, That we 1'.1_'!!:]:_}' Ul'nIt}l’ HIKH‘ i
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destiny with our

t regular

y 8@l
tore 1} o
I |,._‘l_..‘|, 'y, tnen i

copy of the foregoing preamble and resolu-
tions, be furnished by the Moderator to the |
( tian Obscrver and Central Presbyterian

for publieation.
I

UNION OF TWO I'RESREYTERIES.

Berston, Texy., Sepr. 5, 1805,

The two Preshyteries of Holston (U]l]
ynod) met in this place
on Briday, 1st inst., ns by previous arrange-
ment, and. after constituting separately; ap-
I | ‘ 2d, for consummating
the upion of both into one Presbytery.

At the hour appointed the Presbyteries
and there beine an e:lrml

Sehool and United ¢

pointed 9 o clock, Sept.

came towetl
pnumber of ministers in ench, constituted |
new DPreshytery, to be known as Holston

bytery, by electing Rev. J. L. King |
.

wator, and Rev. J. D. Tadlock, Stated

Rev. James Iing wos ecalled upon to re-
turn thanks to” Alwighty God for this con-|

summation.

Some time was spent in devotional exer- |
cicesMited to the oceasion ; recognizing the
leadings of Prov g in thus bringine to- |
gother hearts that have, though eeclesiasti-
eally separated, long, sympathizad and often

. O s
T L anu ayed tngesher 101 tho adit on

al4l tennt b s b3
| ry during
following resolutions :

Ist. That in the judzment of this Presby-
tery the the two organs of our |
Cliurch at. Richmond into one, is absolutely |
essentinl to the complete fusion of the Lliﬂ}rr-l
that have recently

uwoion ol

ent Presbyterian elements
been united into one body.

2d. That in case a union between the|
¢ (Mhristinn Observer” and ¢ Central Presby- |
can be effected, an arrangement
ich would retsin Drs. Converse and Brown |
as the editors of the united paper, would be |
sutisfactory to this Preshytery, and receive |

Our cor support.
il

Jd. Thas this Presbytery fully concur.in |
liverances of the two Presby.
. L |
teries bef ir union on. the subject of
loyalty ; that we consider obedience to the
Government of the Upited States a lilllj‘
made pluinly imperative upon us in the Word |
of Giod; that while we diseard that spirit of |

?
truckling servility w would lead us to

and a !n'[-! the del

tl
Ll

ar instead of God, we belicve
1

worship Ca
Ili:l.". we are T]l to no ec ."i'll.“li['.'l] h“‘]y.
in that true spivit of subjection to *the |
powers thut ba,” which springs from loyalty
to the Great Head of the Chureh, and which
leads men to “render unto Cmesar the things

ich hesar's,” as well as “unto God

STORAL LETTER.

The eommit to prepare T]:i-fn]'.d letter
to the ehurehes within the bounds of the Pres-
:,_-,-'--1-_\- |'1-I|Ib|f"'i. and the I't:Imrl. was :1-]0.’#!&[],

'n'.'].lf\_'“ 1S as follows : |
Ta the Churches within the boundsof Holston
ren in Christ—Suffer a word cf |

Dear Bret
exhortation.  Qur lots are fallen in times of
1hili The command sounds |
solemn emphasis, “Go |
work in'my vineyard to day” The sublime'|
nrovidences of (vod unite with the commands |
il promises of the Gospel in summgning us |
to eird oursel for faithful, laborious :lnr]I
e W The present condition of
within our bounds presents the
the weeping prophet when he ex-
claimed, 0O that wy head were. waters, and
fountain of tears, that I might

glain of the daughters of my
le.” The harvest work is great. Let
There is work for every one,

forall.  There must be "
ber the price of redemption

no idlers. Hemem-

Therefore let

us exhort you, that there way be no occasion
for reproach, that you by word and deed ex-
hibit that high e of | ."..."_-,' to the “powers
“from loyalty to the
I+ and which should
r to “Ciwsar the things |
| as o **God the
t you cultivate
ings. Ilents and
All wrongs, whe-
t be forgiven and
Ve Cry of -l\--‘u:;

of the Crucified

1 of immortal souls
if' not corrected, | him, how dielleth the love of God in him?

| lease Peter in prison.

| 18 :-':J.ft'l'\',

I nigh:, but

| brethr

will plant thorns in our dying pillow, and dim
the lustre of our crowns. We must live to-
gether in the Church below, in peace and
love, or how shall we sit down together along
the green banks of Heaven’s river, and sing
the same song? Let not the world reproach
us, but let us make the men of the world say,
«See how these Christians love one another.”
Let every influence be brought to bear in
driving from our midst every bitter and un-
kipd feeling—vie with one another for the
blessedness of the peace-maker.

Again, brethren, neglect not the Sabbath-
School, which is the nursery of the Church,
It demsnds the best talent the Church can
command. Tt is a field for the whole talent’
of the Church. Be not content with simply
gathering the children of the (Chureh,  Seek
out all. the uncared-for within the bounds of
every church. Let the roads to all our
churches on the peaceful Sabbath morning be
thronged with bright faces/Jastening to the
Sabbath-Sehool like doves to:' ™~ windows.
By your Sabbath-School, make fo the chil-
dren the Sabbath morning the brightest of
the seven. Negleet not the Sabbath-School.

Also, we exhort you to return to the good'old”

Presbetirinon custom of catdehetisaland famis

T s T A T L
enquire how burns the fire upon the altar of
the prayer-mceting. Ts it blazing bright and
high, or does it sink and ecxpire?  The
prayer-meeting is the thermoemeter of &
Church’s piety. You cannot live and grow
without the prayer-meeting, ~ Christ when on

{ carth honored in a peculiar manuer the social

}.:'.1_'"ur-:1.|.| [i:];_’, [{ wias on .'i.lli:ll nn ﬂr,'f"ihi'"]
that lie appeared in the midst of his disciples
and showed unto them his searred hands and
wounded side, and said, Peace: be unto you.
It was in snswer to prayer offered in the
prayer-meeting that the angel was seot to re-
[n the present time of
trial we cannot dispense with the prayer-
meeting. We urge you to meet together for
I:r:l_\'(frj if it be but two or three, meet and
i'lu::t{ the ;urnmi.-:u of God.

,-\>_f:|in, if you have a minister to grrin and
put before you and break unto you the bread
of lifs, see’ that you encourage and sustain
him in his labors in every possible way.
Hold up his hands that he faint not. If
vour church be vacant, make prompt and
vigorous efforts to secure the means of grace.
Invite brethren to visit you and hold sacra-
mental meetings.  Yon cannot live in the
wilderness withont the manna. Ouece more,
lot us exhort you to fail not to send np your
representatives to all the ecclesiastical meet-
In the multitude of counsellors there
Let us on these oceasions sec each

ings.

other face to face, and cheer each other's
hearts, and together talk over the interests of
Zion below, until we shall meet in Mount
Zion above.

Finally, brethren, knowing yonr tribula-
tion, we send you these words of greeting.—
Dark shadows lave fallen across many of
Many of you have sat in

your thresholds.
Waea have all

the loneliness of bereavement,

had our griefs—wherefore lat. us comfort one

« Weeping may endure for the
joy eometh in the morting.” _ But
Suize inotho dnyr of thy ndesvsity, thy

another.

11
5 small.

feet, be of good comfort, be of onel mind—

streng

[ live in peace, and the God of love and peace

shall be with you. The grace of our Lord

Jesus Christ be with you all.  Amen.
Presbytery adjourned to meet at New Pro-

vidence Chureh, the first Friday of April,

| 1866, at 11 o’clock A. M.

J. D. Taprock,
Stated Cl::rk.

e

He is a Christian.

He is a Christian! Then he is a man of
truth. Upon his word you may implicity
rely. His promises are faithfully fulfilled.
His representations he believes to be scrupu-
lously exact. He would not bazard his ve-
rucity  upon a contingency. “He that
speaketh truth sheweth forth righteousness.”

He is a Christign] _Then he is an /Aonest
man. He had rather wrong himself than
wrong his neighbor. In whatever business
hie way be engaged, you may be sure that bis
dealings will be honorable and upright.—
 Provide things honest in the sight of all
men.””  “The way of the just is upright-
ness.”

[le is o Christian! Then he'is anhiumble
man. e thinks of bis own infirmities, ae-
knowledges his dependence upon God, and
regards the wealthiest and poorest of his
en as men, and worthy of his Redeem-
er's love, and worthy of his attention and in-
terest. “Giod giveth grace to the humble.”
¢ [e that hambleth himself shall be exalted.”

He is « Christian! Then he is a kind
man. Me feels interested for his neighbors,
and has ever a pleasant word for those he
meets, Ie strives to promote the welfare and
happiness of those with whom he is associated.
His generous heart delights in diffusing en-
joyment. *The law of Lindness is in hig
“To godliness and brotherly kind-

1"
IH].];IIC.
]

ness.

)

Ha is a Christinn!  Then ho is charit

He is' prompt to attribute right motives to
others rather than wrong, wherever it is pos-
sible. Knowing his own liability to err, he
will l'l‘g:n'l.l with a charitable heart the fails
ures of others, and will be more ready to re-
claim and restore than to censure them.—
« Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfill
tha law of Christ.” ¢ Charity suffercth long,
and is kind."”

He is a Christian! Then he is forgiving.
Wrong does not rankle in his heart, craving
for revenze. The forgiving word is ready
upon his lip for his most implacable enemy.

[«If ye forgive not men their trespasses,

neither will your IIeavenly Father forgive
¢ Even as Christ forgave

'\'Hlil‘ tr|-~[n-\--~."
:.'H'l. 80 .I!.--) do ¥e

Heisa Christian ! Then ke is benevolent.
He feeds the hungry, elothes the naked, min-
istors to the sick. Human distresses touch
I:ia heart ;:!1-l I-in'll ln-l~' I '-1!-1- The r-IJil'i.lUul
miladies of mankind excite his commisera-
tion, and to relieve and remove them his in-
fluence and property will be cheerfully
contributed. % Freely ye have reccived,
freely wive.” “Whoso hath this world’s
roods, and seeth his brother have need, and
i th up his bowels of compassion from

shutte

4 Mo e "\.1‘-2‘.“,.‘-‘!?‘-‘. ey
parture therefrom. Againy brethren, let us,

Finalty, brathren; bé par-’




