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DIFFICULTIES OF THE SUBJECT.

That respectable professors of religion
are guilty of extortion, is a sign that there
must be difficulties in the subject; not diffi-
culties great enough necessarily to excuse
the crime, but great enough to conceal it,
great enough to enable the extortioner,
tempted by his avarice, to reason plausibly
in his own justification; and while they do
not prevent the instincts of the people from
laying hold of his crime, they do prevent
them from showing it in that clear light,
and from pressing it with those overwhelm
ing demonstrations that would make it en-
tirely impossible for a good man to persevere
in the iniquity.

1. The first of these is. that extortion is
enforced by the law of the land.

It is hard often to convict of crime, even
when it is illegal. A shrewd lawyer may
throw doubt on a case, even when it is
theft or assassination. But an extortioner
charges rates that the law will enforce. He
is with the law all through his transaction.
And our habits are such necessarily from
the respect that is due to law, that when a

'thing is legal it is d fficult to impeach it of
iniquity.

2. Second, not only is extortion often le-
gal, but it is by the free Consent of *Ji& 'pur-
chaser. Men’s consciences are sometimes
not nice enough to discover that a thing
may be actually fraudulent, even though it
may be invited by the strongest solicitations
of the victim. And therefore, when the pub-
lic come.eager to be served, and are actu-
ally bidding against each other for the com-
modities they need, all njoral natures are
not strong enough to see that this, to a
greater or less extent, is true of every ex-
tortioner. It does not consist i» forcing
won nnt of their means, but whether weWhatever way parties who wish tc* shift the
culpability pass the terra from one act to
another, the element of willingness attaches
to all of them. Any extortion that is net
wining on the part of the sufferer, is rob-
bery, and that, in so nnfignrative a sense,
ft’s to bring it easily within the reach of an-
other than a mere popular tribunal. -

3. Another difficulty attending the im-
peachment of extortion is, that it is carried
on most effectively by them who are merely
continuing their old rides oj business.

A baker in a. bc-seiged city, who had a
monopoly of flour, might mere'y go on to
sell at the highest bid, whatever that might
be, and yet the people would soon bring it
about his ears, that whatever might have
been the style of his ancient practice, he
would have to change it. A vast majority
of cur citizens have changed their practice,
and are not selling for all they could get;
that is to say, where the commodity is af-
fected by extremely anifi-al causes on ac-
count of our besieged condition ; while the
few who are going on to ask the very most,
arc either the unscrupulous or a few strong
ly tempted among the respectable, who are
going on to ask the most on this plea of
old rules, or established practices of busi-
ness.

4. A still more serious difficultylies in
the promiscuous way in which instances ofhigh
price are confusedly thrown together. Soma
high prices are necessary, and are therefore
innocent. In fact the vast 'majority of high
prices are not only entirely necessary, and
perfectly justifiable, ami springing from oc-
casions that always lead to such things, and
that innocently and most inevitably under
like circumstances of the case, but are really
some of the hardest high prices to beat,
aiTd have most of the appearance of extor-
tion, as far as concerns the giindiog they
occasion of the people. It will be a pur-
pose of these papers to distinguish these
from the smaller number of cases, viz: those
of actual crime. Meanwhile we see at a
glance what a cover they make for the of-
fender, and how being in such large com-
pany, and seeming simply to be arraigned
on the ground of distressing the people, the
culprit wards off by the arguments that be-
long to these others, and many a charitable
reasoner is convinced by seeing that we
cannot condemn the whole mass of high
priced dealers in a time like this, and by
failing to discriminate the large class from
the small.

5. That this small class are, afew of them ,

good people, is a snare in this question.' A
good man here and there is an immense
press in this crime.

In the first place, the professor of reli-
gion is entrapped by the plausible difficul-
ties that he finds in the question, and then
he becomes a trap to other men.

A singular distance of how high morali-
ty may deceive itself in these important
matters, was seen in the Pharisees. They
were hot the culprits we think them. One
would not like to say that they were as good
as the beat of our people. But there was
this about them. They were thought to be
the best men of their time. Their nation
was the only nation that had any religion,
and they were thought to be the best men
of their nation. Paul’s father must have
been an excellent sort of citizen. He chose
a religious education for his son, and sent
him at the age of fourteen on a long jour-
ney to the feet of Gamaliel. Gamaliel was
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The Changed Cross.
It whs a time of sadness, and my heart
Although it knew and feit the better part.
Was wearied with the conflict and the s.rife,
And all the needful discipline of life.
And while I strove 1o view them given to meAs wholesome tests of Faith, Love, to be;It seemed as if I could be sure,That faithful to the eud, I shouldendure.
And thus no longer trus ing to His might,
Who says wo walk-by Faith, and not by sight:
Doubting and almost yielding to despair,
The thought arose, My “cross” I cannot bear.
Surely, thought I, my cross raust heavier be
lhaa those of others whom I daily see;

Oh! if I might some otherburden choose,
Methinks 1 should not fear my “crown” to lose.
A solemn silence reigned t>n all around,E’en nature’s voices uttered not a sound;The evening shadows seamed < f peace to tell,And sleep upon my wearied spirit fell.
I slept; whan suddenly a heavenly light
Hurst lull upon my wondering, raptur’d sight,
Angelic beings thronged in myriads there,"
And angel voices fihed th’ harmonious air !

Then One more glorious fir than all to see,To whom ia rovereuce others bent the knee,Came gently near me as I trembling lay,
And whispered ;

“Follow me! lam the way!”

Instant I rose: He led me far above,
To where beneath a canopy oi love,
Crosses of .every shape and size were seen,

. Smaller and larger than my own had been.
And one there was, most bemeoui to behold,A little cross with jewels set in gold:
“Ah! this” methoughfe, “I can with comfort wear s
Sure this will.be an easy cross to bear!”
Then stooping down, this cross I quickly took,
When, lo ! at once my frame beneac i it shook •
Light though it seemed, and beautiful to see,It far too heavy proved, that cross fur me.

4 Not this, not this!” I cried, then sought again
A cross whose weight would bring me less «.f p tin.
And oneby one I passed them slowly by ;

Again a lovely one attracts my eye!

Fair flowers around its sculptur’d form entwined,
Beauty and g'aoe appeared in it combined;
Wondering I g«z.:d, and as I gazed the more,
Stranger it seemed that all had passed it o’er.
I stooped, when quickly, to my touch revealed,
I knew the sting those beauteous leaves concealed ;
Sharp thorns lay hid beneath those fl wars so fair!
Sorrowing, I said, “this cross I cannot bear.”
And thus it was with every cross I tried :
Not one that I would choose could be espied !
Weeping, I laid each he vy burden down ;
Then gently whispered He, “No cross, no crown”
At length to Him, I turned my fainting heart,
He knew its sorrows, bade its doubts depart;
“Be not afraid,” Ho said, ‘‘but trust to me,
My perfect love shall now-bo shown ia thee!”
Then with bright new-born faitb and willing mind,
I turned again, my earthly cross to find :

. Wnh forward steps, ai d turning uot aside,
Lest worrying fears and doubts again betide.
Seeking, in the prepared appointed way,
Willing to hear and ready to obey,

With eager joy I raised it from the re t,
And gratefully acknowledged it the b. sfc,
The only one of all the many there,
That I could feel was meant for me to bear.
And while I thus my chosen cross confessed,
Brightness celestial seemed on it t > rest;
And as I bent, my burden to sutain,

#

ls was, Iknew, my own olfcross again
But ah ! how beauteous was it now to me—
Now 1 had' learned its preciousness to see!
No unbelieving doubts disturb me now :

The cross He puts on me, is b-.-st I know!
Oh yes! henceforth my one desire shall be,
That He whoknows me best sha I choose for me,
And so whate’or His love sees good to send.
I'm sure ’tis best—because He knows the end I

mLDRE|Br COL^ff!
How does the Lord Jesus Look.

Did you ever think of that, children ?

We know something about His looks, when
He was here on earth, because we know
what He was. We know-he was poor, and
dressed in plain clothes ; He wore sandals,
instead of shoes, as we do now. (Ask your
teacher what “sandals” are)

Then, again, we know He was'gentle,
patient, and kind—oh, how kind ! And He
was wise, as well as go'od, and just ns brave
as Ho was gentle, and pure-from every fault
and sin. And we can think, can’t we ? how
a man would look—what sort of a face he
would have—with such a heart as that.

Ouce more; we kpow He was full of sor-
rows and sadness here, because the Bible
tells us so. It. calls Him “a man of sor-
rows, and acquainted with grief.” And in
those last cruel days, they made a crown of
thorns, and pat it on His head, and drove
the thorns into His dear flesh. Why, I can
almost see the blood starting under the
sharp thorn-points, and shining on His sad
forehead, Then the wounded hands, and
the mangled feet: we can think of them,
and fancy how onr dear Saviour looked,
when Ha came to die.

'Now I suppose the Lord Jesusin Ht aven
in His glory, appears so as to put all in
mind, some way, that lie died for sinners.
You know John says, (Rev. v ; G.) that He
saw in Heaven “a Lamb, as it had been
slain,” which was our Redeemer. That is,
there was something in His looks, or His
dress, to make John remember that ‘He
was led as a lamb to the slaughter,” for
our sakes.

And it is very sweet.to me to think that
our Lord wears the marks of His agony as
a crown of glory. We can think what a no-
ble face He must have, now that Ills sorrow
is turned into joy, and His glorious love
beams oat. where tnere are none to mock,
or tempt, or slander bjim, And above that
face, perhaps, we shall see a starry crown,
shaped like the crown of thorns ; and the
drops of blood that stood there when He
died, shall flash and glow more splendidlythan royal rabies.

Shall we try to get there, dear children,
and “see Jesus?”

Oh, happy faints, that dwell in light,
And walk with Jefus, clothed in white!

. Safe landed on that peaceful shore,’Where pilgrim, meet, to part no more.

Spieitdat- Slumbke —lt would have been
well if the foolish virgins had been roused
from their sleep before midnight, though it
had been done by the intrusion of robbers.

WHOLE No. 373.
might have done in this department of iabor. When in Philadelphia I sent a copyot the work to a distinguished jurist of1 1 ennsylvania (Hon. J. R Jones,) ivho toldme afternarda that it was the most master-
J discussion of the subject which he hadseen.

I t*en. Cobh has reached the "end ofearth" for himself; but though d*ad he willspeak. °

A
ll '8 ?arr i 8 nIW and fame’s,One . f thi (nw trie In,mortal names,inat wo. e iiotborn to die ”

!kom the Southern Presbyterian.
The Eeligious Instruction of theSlaves—A Noble Work forSouthern Women.

I l^lr - Editor: In the Southern Presbyterianat August 30, i noticed an article signediiacer, in which the growing interest felt inthe religious instruction of the slaves ismentioned as one of the hopeful signs oftile times. But this sentiment ia located incentral Georgia. In spreading furo ugh-
out the Southern Confederacy ? If not,
wherefore? Are we still to neglect an evi-
dent duty ?

The number who have asked is slavery
right*? innat be small ; for this question has
been discussed until Southerners have had
full time to make a decision upon it, and
that they, are willing to settle their right jof
holding slaves at the point of the sword
shows more plainly than words what are
their convictions on the subject? Small
as that number is, there must be a still
smaller number think we have done our
duty to our servants in all respects. Nay,it must be admitted that we have neglected
their religious instruction in a criminal de-
gree. lou can meet slaves belonging even
to Christian masters who have no knowledge
of the-plan of salvation, you may hear them
sing hymns that are nothing more than a
senseless conglomeration of words, or pro-
bably a mixture of the sacred and ridicu-
lous, that is actual profaneness, and yet the
story of the Cross is so simple and striking
that it may be learned in a few hours, and
the same length of time is sufficient to teach
them the words and air of some pretty
hymn, for they love to sing.

Since oui separation from the United
States, the Church seems to be awakening
to the importance of the work, and it is to
be hoped that they will make a rapid pro-
gress in it.

But individuals should do their duty in
this matter as well as the Church. Sab -

bath schools should be kept up regularly
on each plantation. The negroes should
receive home instruction. This is a large
field for usefulness, and hitherto much neg-
lected.

Mrs. Hannah More says. “It has been
said a lady has no employment. This is
not true ; a lady's employment is the care
of the poor ” Then what should be the
empioym>i» u luUiui übmj iu Lite bouCft,
wVmrt* nur institution dues away
with pauperism ? to is the religious instruc-
tion «>f the slaves, ami it is one that angels
will look down upon with approving smiles.

In other countries, woman in her mission
of mercy to the poor is often discouraged,
especially if her object be .the dissemma
tion of religion. She shrinks from the rude-
ness which she may have to encounter. But
here she can go to the cottage of the ne-
gro, low indeed, yet restrained by proper
discipline, and meet with most profound
respect She will have nothing to contend
with but ignorance. And with that £he willbe very patient-, if she will only consider
that it is the result of their weak intellects,
their present condition and cur neglect,and with patience and perseverance relying
on the blessing of Heaven, she will find
that her labor will not be in vain.

Oar feelings must lead us to this work.
Our servants are around us from the cradle
to the grave, they contribute to our wealth
and pleasure, in many instances they are
our faithful, humble friends, and in all cases
they are dependent upon ns for that knowl-
edge which, with God’s blessing, shall save
them from everlasting woe. Shall we be
so ungenerous ‘as to withhold it ?

Our duty impels us to it. Tine, the ob-
ligation is first upon the master. Bat are
we not the helpmates of man, and if we can
assist him in the discharge of his duty in
this way is it not well ? He has much
trouble with them in supplying their tem-
poral wants, and directing their occupations,
and is less fitted to be their instructor than
woman, who from the daily practice of
simplifying her words and ideas for the ben-
efit of children, is better able to instruct
their ignorance..

And. above all, the noble end jn view
persuades us to it, even the enlightenment
and elevation of thousands now sunk in ig-
norance and sin, and finally their eternal
happiness in heaven.

The educated, the refined, the pure in
heart can appreciate these motives. Then
let them begin the noble work in earnest.

Zaeah.

“0 Lord if 1 forgot thee in the heat of
battle, do not forget, mo ”

Thus prayed a Christian soldier as he en-
tered the battle. God heard and answered
his prayer ; for while many of bis comrades
fell around him he came out unharmed

Soldier, would you come out of the bat-
tle safely, then put your trust in the Lord,
for he has promised to protect those who
put (heir trust in him. The missiles of
death may fly thick around you, a thousand
may fall at thy right hand, butnot one shall
harm you. O that men would trust in the
Lard, for his mercy endureth forever.

J. M. S., Dalton, Ga.

Choice of Friends •‘—Antisthenes nsed
to wonder at those who were curious in buy-
ing but an earthen dish, to see that it had no
cracks nor inconveniences, and vet would se
careless in the choice of friends—to taka
them with thejdaws oj vice.

Useless Knowledge.—As gold which
he cannot spend will make no man rich, so
knowledge which he cannot apply will make
no man wise.

Divine Protection.—Let Sodom be all
on aflame, not a hair of Lot’s head shall be
singed.

Inseparable.—lucre sno love without
zeal, as there caa be no heat without fire.

waa at once marked and denounced as a
traitor and Secessionist, and if nothing worse
came upon him, he was warned to keep his
mouth shut, or take the consequences.

I have thus been warned, threats have
been made that my house should be burned
over cay head. For months I have felt con-
strained to keep what weapons I had, ready
to defend, as God should enable me, my
family and life against the threatened at-1

, tacks of modern patriots.
But thus far God has held them back.— |

My youngest son is at home, liable to mili-
tary duty. Every inducement has been held
out to him to join the army, and then threats
of Conscription. But with my consent (and
with my views* he agrees) he can never raise
an arm in the present wicked crusader .My
brother sent his only son into Canada.—
This I would not do. If compelled to send
him away, it should be to Virginia, where
he could be of some use* # * * * #

I see a glimmer of light in this State.—
After New Year’s day, if Lincoln, Seward '
or Stanton, undertake arrests without due
process of law, the power of the State will
interpose. And peradventure State sov©
reignty, that abhorrent heresy in the eyes
of the Black Republicans-, may be vindica-
ted, and a conflict arise between the Federal
and State governments.

Bu,t my dear fr ; end, let os avert cur eyes
from the potsherds of the earth, and rejoice
that “Jehovah reigns.” Here is our trust
and confidence. As the darkness thickens,
I humbly trust my faith waxes stronger,
and here will I rest. “Hope in God, for I
shall yet praise him.”

And now my friend, where and how is thy
and your protegee? I had a letter from

him, dated June 30th, in South-Western
Virginia, in Gen. Heth’a command. I have
followed Heth’s maroh into Kentucky, and
now from what I gather he is in East Ten-
nessee. If you can give me any tidings of
him, it will solace his mother and myself.—
He is in God’s hand, and I have never wor-
ried ; still you can appreciate a parent’s
longings.

I expect to go to Toronto, Canada,.next
w'eek to meet Rev. Stuart Robinson, Rev.
Mr. Hoyt, and others of our banished
friends. Remember me most kindly to Dr.
Smith, Dr. Iloge, and others, as you have
opportunity. And say to my friend whom
I have never seen in the flesh, Gen. Jack
son, that he has many friends here whoso
dady prayer to God is that his life may be
spared for great usefulness in the Church
and State.

He is a wonderful scare crow to theNorth,
and they seem divided in opinion as to
whether he is a saint or demon. The most
of them of course favor the latter, and
credit his üb'.qaity to that agency.

The despot and his satraps are reckoning
hugely on what Banks is to do. Their knees
are smiting each other as they hear Louis
Napoleon’s name mentioned. The bravado
about fighting a world in arms is hushed.—
Confusion is in their councils, fraud and
imbecility mark the footsteps of those in
power. But the day of doom is coming.
fill,. tUof oitfofK in Jkn

Where is my friend Mr. Blakey, of Madi-
son C. II.?

The Lord bless you and keep you.
Yours in Christ.

Gleanings.
FROM ADAM’S EXPOSITION OF 2 PETEK.

7Ac Liberty oj this Service,—Know that
God’s servant is the greatest freeman. He
that is called in the Lord, being a servant,
is the Lord’s freeman, 1 Cor. vii: 22. The
good man is free, though he serves ; the
evil is bond though he reigns. Nor is the
vicious the slave of one man ; he has as
many masters as vices. W’ou.’deat thou have
thy flesh serve thy soul, let thy soul serve
God : thou owest to the King the ritrht of
government. Serve therefore willingly, and
be free continually.

Ls Dignity —There cannot be a greater
honor than to serve such a Master as com-
mands heaven, earth, and hell. Do not
think you nor Godin serving him; but
think how God honors you. in vouchsafing
you to be his servant. David could not
study to give himself a greater style than,
“0 Lord, truly 1 am thy servant;” and this
he spake, not in the phrase of a human
compliment, but in the humble confession
of a Christian.

There was an Apostle condemned, never
a servant. Judas preached to others, not to
his own soul; wrought miraejea upon others,
not upon himself; cast out devils, yet was
himself cast out as a devil. “To obey is
better (ban sacrifice.”

Propjicis have been excluded : many say,
“Lord Lord, have we not prophesied in thy
name ?”—to whom it is answered?“Depart
from me.” But never were servants ex-
cluded. God by this title commends Job,
the greatest man of the East—“Hast thou
considered my servant Job ?” Paul calls
James the Lord's brother; “Other of the
apostles saw I none, save James the Lord’s
brother.” James calls himself the servant
of Christ, “ lames, a servant of God, and
of (be Lord Jesus Christ,” quite leaving
out the remembrance of that other style.—
Ttie good Emperor Theodosius held it more
noble to be a meulber of the church, than
head of the empire. It is’better to be God’s
servant, than lord of the woild.

The Reward; it is immense and glorious.
Bread; God gives us our daily bread—we
are all at his keeping. Correction; he
chastises us because he loves us, Heb. 12
Work; he sends us injo his vineyard. Pro-
tection; “If God be for us, who can be
against us?’’ Provision ; Even the “hired

my father’s house have bread
enough cn l to spare,” Luke xv: 17

But what is all this to that future glory
which was from everlastingness prepared
for those servants? I know they do not
always speed best in this world. Well,
though our reward be short on earth, let us
look for it with comfort in heaven. If we
have done good and faithful service to him,
we shall he ir him say to us, “Well done,
good and faithful servants; enter into the
j»y of your Lord.’ And this joybetou all 1•‘High mind'd.” —We often use this phrase
in a good sense, the Bible gives it a bad
meaning. The “high-minded” men itspeaks
of have heads like chimneys, which overlook
all the house, yet are the foulest part of it.

Many fear hell, who have neverfeared sin.

thought to be a sou of the aged Simeon.—
| Ami Paul himself, as the fruit of the labor
of his teacher ‘‘concerning the righteous-
ness of the law,” said that he war “blame-
less.” The Pharisees must have been a
most respectable moral class. Aud when
Jesus begins to portray their iniquity, he
does it with rough language it is true, but

»wilh intimations all through the narrative,,
that the mass of moral pretension,’ and in
deed even in that Augustan age, of high
well sustained moral reputation, was with
the sect of that young ruler, for example,
in respect to whom it is declared that “Jesus
beholding him, loved him.”

And yet so easy is it, as we have seen,
by the force of certain great natural diffi
culties, to hood wink the people in respect
to crime, that no sooner had our Saviour
brought to bear upon this elevated class
the eye of an omniscient investigation, than
he unmasks them at ones, and charges them
as to the very thing that they had found it
easy to conceal, with this great crime of
extortion among the people. We know not
what it is, at that ancient date, that gave
facility for the crime in the state of the
country. It may have been the same thing
that Paul was providing against, when he
took up collections for the “poor s«ints.”
But this one thing, is evident, that when
our Saviour sr*id to men who loved “greet'
ings in the markets, that they devoured
“widows’ houses'* he was not speaking of.
any thing very evident, but of something
that a proud Pharisee might do at the very
time that ho was welcomed in the streets by
toe smiles of approval among the cin'zens.
One stood in the temple and prayed, “Lord
I thank thee that I am not as other men
are,” and as though to show how complete-
ly extortion may be hidden from itself,
singling out rrom all others the very crime
with which Christ had charged them, be
adds, “Extortioners .”

And another feature of the likeness is.
that these men try to make up by alms- '
giving what they extort by unreasonable,
rates. A favorite argument in some com-
munities has been, let the manufact nrers
relieve by charity, rather than by the more
indiscriminate plan of abandoning b s rates.
We mean to return bo this subject. In other
wr ords—Let a man altogether beneath me
in generosity and spirit, humble my family
while I am in the wars, by offering them
charity (a form of relief which if they are
high spirited people they will not take) and
let him consider that, as an offset to what
they would accept, viz: some little decent,
attention to the equities of their ease, and to
their right while sacrificing for liberty to
escape the pang of such enormous remune-
ration.

ISotto reason the point now however, how
singular the ancient likeness ! The Pharisees
“tithed mint, and anise and cummin.” And
though the Bible said they were “full of
extortion and excess,” yet they managed to
enjoy almost an ovation of morality, and
that largely on the help of alms-giving.—
They “sounded a trumpet before them,”
when they distributed their gifts, and were

A
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temple, “Lord we thank thee that we are
not aa other men are, Extortioners’’—and
then bring up (with a completeness that al-
most makes us tremble) over the lapse of
centuries this family picture—“We pay
tithes of all that we possess.”

It is time, however to advance to what
the public have a right to demand, viz: dis-
tinct definition. It' extortion be such an
outrageous evil, no doubt, in spite of all
the difficulties that one can state, it must be
capable of some sort of extended exposi-
tion And to arrive at this, it will bo in-
quired in the next paper what extortion is
nut, and in the fourth what extortion is and
in the fifih it may be possible to reply to ob-
jections. People who are the sufferers under
these unjustifiable rates are looked down
upon by the authors of their trouble, and
tfeated with a sort 01 philosophic t ity, un-
der the idea that they wince naturally under
the pressures of the period, but that no
sane man can be long in arriving at the
fact that the laws of trade must have room
for their course, and that precisely in the
way of these enormous accumulations.

Ala M BY.

Signs of the Times.
Under this heading certain extracts from

a letter of an elder of the Presbyterian
church in New York were published last
week. A few days after another letter from
the same gentleman came into our hands.
Its date is abont a month earlier than the
other, but we publish most of it, believing
that the contents will be interesting to the
reader :

New York, December, 18G2,
My Dear Friend,—The great gulf which

fanaticism has digged between us has pre
vented the continuance of that kindly inter-
course which we once enjoyed-

Of you I occasionally hear through ex-
tracts from the Ilichmoiid papers, as with
Gen. Jackson’s army. Oftne, you of course
have heard nothing, although I was very
near gelling celebrity, as one of Nero’s
prisoners in Lafayette. For the last twenty
months we have been enjoying a reign ci
terror. The constitution ami laws overrode
and trampled upon by those in power; the
liberty of the press destroyed ; arbitrary
arrests without any pretext of law. (except
the will of the despot.) on every hand; in
short the fair fabric, under which we and
our fathers dwelt so long, all swept away,
gone, gone, gone. And why yon a'sk, have
not the masses risen and hurled the usurp-
ers into the abyss? Ah you’ask what no
man can fully answer.

At the time the batteries were opened on
Sumpter, it seemed that the flood g'tes of
delusion were all at once opened wide, a
frenzy seized the whole people. Dema-
gogues availed themselves of the delirium,
and cried out, “the old flag is insulted, the
Union and Constitution is in danger.” We
have seen the fearful results. The great
mass of the North had become Abolitiou-
ized, although they stoutly repelled the idea,
and the events all grouped together gave
an occasion for the breaking out or devel-
opment of the disease, and out it came with
a vengeance.

Reason, argument, entreaty, were all
drowned in the clamor of the hour. The
man who would not join in the wild tumult,

Interesting 1 from Belgium,
A correspondent, of one of the Northernpapers before us gives the following account

of an Interesting Anniversary in Bel-
gium. Under date of Brussels, October
4oh, 1862, ho says :

“ihe whole country of Belgium has been
in a state of high excitement, this beingthe 33 i anniversary of her independence.Banquets, feasts and festivities have occu-
pied the time and attention of all classes
for a week at least.

The Belgians have not changed as a peo-ple. 1 heir boast is that they do and act
a a their fore fathers did befor« them Proud
of their privileges, faithful to their dutiesas subjects, they pay deference to the mon-
arch whom they regard as the guardian of
those rights and privileges. They have
shown themselves worthy of their indepen-dence, worthy of the liberty they enjoy,
worthy of such a king as they have.

In the midst of this grand jubilee the'rehas been a celebration of another character
more exalted, more glorious—the ‘Three

hundredth anniversary of the Reformed
Church of Belgium.’ Yes, Heaven be
praised, Belgium has left to posterity a page
written in the sixteenth century which will
ever be a memorial in the annals of trium-
.phant faith. .

And, while we assist in commemoratingthis aniversary, we were filled with admira-
tion at the recital of the noble deeds of the
martyrs who succeeded in establishing the
Evangelical reform on her soil. When, inthe year 1523, the II mish clergy com-
menced to.deliver to the flames the writingsof Luther, and to heap upon his devoted
head the thunder of their anathemas they
attacked, at Antwerp, a body of monks,
whom they suspected of favoring the doc-
trines of the great Reformer, and, after
murdering most of them, they razed their
habitation to the ground. But the spark of
sacred fire, struck by contact with the Holy
Word of God, could not be extinguished
even under the ruins of the massive edifice
so brutally torn down—for in the same city,
forty years after, the learned doctors, and
pastors, and the nobles of the land, among
whom was Phillip de Marnix, met together
to adopt one common Confession of Faith,
which was presented to the magistrates of
the country as the expression of the faith
of more than one hundred thousand of the
faithful.

ibis same Confession, which was born in
the midst of so many sacrifices arid-persecu-
tions. which was embraced in front of the
scaffold, was adopted by the present Evan-
gelical churches of Belgium in the year
1849.

Prominent among those who took part
in the celebration of this anniversary was
Brother Panchaud, a man eminent both as
a Christian and a scholar.

General T. K R Cobb,
K.ev. Mr. Brantly of tVio Baptist cViuro.Vi

gives aa interesting memoir of Gen. Cobb
in the Christ,.an Index We would like to
give the whole, but our limited space for-
bids :

“In the autumn of IS4S,. whilst yet in bis
early manhood, Mr. Cqbo’s mind was
.brought under those serious impressions
which resulted in his conversion to God.—
Ihe work with him was no superficial
awakening resulting in some good resolu-
tions by which conscience was pacified and
a spurious hope encouraged in the mind.
Such was his ardent nature that he was
made to feel moat deeply his sinfulness, and
when he was enabled to accept the great•Sacrifice his gratitude was intense and his
peace was well defined. Having conversed
with him and preached to him when in Ibis
interesting state of mtud 1 remember with
what trembling concern he presented him-
self among those who were asking prayer
in the Presbyterian church in Athens. He
was thoroughly convicted and 1 doubt not
thoroughly regenerated. The best proof
of the fact is found in those fruits which
were born so richly and so coi tinuously
throughout his subsequent life. Shortly af-
ter his conversion he had some thoughts of
entering upon the work of the ministry.—
What induced him to relinquish the idea, I
do not know. But though,, not a minister
by profession he was often performing the
work of an ambassador of Christ. He did
not hesitate to speak wherever an opportu-
nity was offered for the honor of his Divine
Master. Having heard the Spirit and the
Bride when they said to him, Come, he felt
himself authorized whenever in the presence
of dying men, to say to them, Come! And
he did say it, and that too, with an eloquence
and pathos which moved many a heart to fly
from the wrath to come. His burning ex-
hortations during seasons of revival in
Athens, .and his fervent appeals to his sol-
dier.Ho the field will beremembered by many
as the call which God used to bring them
to repentance. Only a short time before
'the battle in which he fell, he found time, I
learn, to participate in a prayer-meeting
connected with his command. Ti such a
man dismission from the body was only go-
ing heme. The ball which smote him on
the banks of the Rappahannock, was but
the summons which called the “laborer to
his hire”—the messenger which raised him
from the tumult and carnage of war to the
repose of that abode over which the Prince
of Peace forever sways his benignant scep-
tre. His mangled body lies in the tomb,
buried amid the sobs and tears of those
who could appreciate their loss, but his
emancipated1 spirit rests on the bosom of
Jesus.

Though Gen. Cobb possessed so many
endowments in admirable combination, yet
he was so remarkable for one quality that
it must have arrested the attention of the
must superficial observer—l allude to his
enthusiasm. It pervaded his whole life. Ip
his profession it inspired him with a will
which would be blenched by no difficulties,
and which would accept nothing short of
the highest success. In his patriotism it
made him ardent and self-sacrffieing ;*m his
military career it made him a General ; in
his domestic relations it made him devoted;
—uni in religion it made him a minister in
fact though notin name. Had he given hi
attention to authorship his eothusiam would
have won for him eminence. His work on
slavery ia sufficient evidence of what he
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AN EDITOR’S COMFORT
A pious lady upon sending from her sick

chamber a generous donation for benevo-
lent purposes, takes the occasion to say—-
“You were right to raise the price of sub-
scription, when every thing necessary to
sustain life has risen to such exorbitant
prices. Yours was a very modest vise com-
pared with the secular papers I would not
give up my “Central” for double the price.
Its weekly visits to my sick chamber are
ever weici me, and I trust profitable. I
thank you, sir, for the sweet comfort you
sometimes unwittingly send me through its
columns, in poetry and prpse. 1 just now
think of a piece that, I clipped out, and laid
in ray testament: “Yet a little while”—an
extract from “Grapes of Eshcol.” I had
often wished to read that book, and was

delighted with the extract. A dear friend
who read it said, ‘it seems as if it were writ-
ten for you.' May God bless you, and make
you a blessing to a multitude !”

Will our friend, whom-we have never
seen, pardon us in the use now made of her
kind words? Her letter is one among many
others of the same import.

a Sp-, bpoiV.op, no longer in this world of
strife, when counselling us concerning a
change from the life of a pastor to that of
an editor said, “Depend upon it you will
miss the daily sympathy, the many manifes-
tations of confidence, and kindness to which
you have been accustomed from your peo-
ple. There is nothing like it in any other
walk of life.” To deny that experience of-
ten brings up this painful truth, would be
to wrong a people never to be remembered
but in love. Thrice haplty that pastor who
can say —as so many can after long years
of service—“l dwell among mine own peo-
ple.”

But let no one think the life of an editor
is stripped hare of all these kindly sympa-
thies. He has indeed vast responsibility
with no little toil and vexation of spirit.—
lie will never fail to get npon hia hands a

full share of those “nureasomvble (or, as in
the margin, ‘absurd') men.” from whom the
Apostle Paul was so anxious to be delivered.
2 Thess. tii : 2. They are as sure to take
offence at finding an editor seated, and
claiming a moderate jurisdiction over his
own premises, as if they had been “before ]
of old ordained to this condemnation !
“murrourers. eomplainevs. ’

B“t these are the exceptions. The mul-

titudes who take a religious newspaper are ;
disposed to judge it with a righteous judg- ;
msnt, to establish in their hearts a sort of
personal friendship for one who. they are
satisfied, is honestly working to supply their
households with that which will interest and
edify them. Ready to overlook imperfec-
tions and errors, if not ontof bounds ; not
asking tiitu lo oo e.onteut
that he should be a good man, -wltti
sense printed (if possible) in fair type, upon j
good paper.

We have often suppressed the expression
of grateful feelings awakened by letters
from those whose good will and good opin- !

ion no man should not wish to gain, lest it
should seem like thrusting too much that
which was personal upon the public eye. — ,

But our purpose is gained, if allowed to ;

say in a word, that it does our heart good
to know the Central Presbyterian is a wel-
come visitor in the many -habitations to
which it is sent- And to be assured that it j
often ministers comfort in the chamber of j
sickness —that it sometimes applies a balm j
to hearts sorely wounded by the multiplied :

bereavements affl'Cting the land—“this is
the fruit of our labor,and it is fruit pre-
cions and* refreshing.

In conclusion, is it not a reasonable re-
quest to ask that the religions newspapers
of our land should be more remembered in
the prayers of God’s people ? It is a re-
markable fact that in public prayers this
immense power, either for weal or for woe,

is almost entirely forgotten. Why should
not the Church, why should not family
prayers ask for God’s blessing upon the
editor, as well as upon the pastor ; upon the
truth printed, as well as upon the truth
preached ?

Bev. Ur Plumer.—We leant from a
trustworthy source, that Dr. P,umer is en-

gaged to supply the Arch St Presbyterian
church. Pnil’a, (fotmerly Dr. Wadsworth’s)
for six ufttnths

A MISTAKE.
About, the first of January a meeting of

Abolitionists was b»la in Philadelphia, to
celebrate the emancipation edict ql Presi-
dent. Lincoln. An Abolition prayer was of-
fered by Rev. Dr. Boarriman, and the im-

pression prevails extensively that it was the
Rev. Henry A. Boardman, D. D., the dis-
tinguished pastor of the 10 h Presbyterian
church (Old School) of tiiat city. We had
hardly a doubt at the time that it w»a an-
other gentleman, a well-known Abolitionist
in Western New York, but not of the Pres
byterian Church.

The Southern Presbyterian of last week
says—“An esteemed brother writes to ns
that he lately met on the cars a lady directly
from Pniladelphia, who is acquainted with
Dr. B He asked her if she thought Dr,
Boardman could have need such expressions.

she had seen such a statement in
the Northern papers, and one day meeting
Mrs. Boardman, she inquired if the report
were correct. That lady, a Charleston lady
originally, answered that so far from ever
uttering such sentiments, Dr. Boardman had
refused to attend that meeting.”

Ma y will be glad to have it in their
power to contradict the report above men
tioned, and it is hoped the proper correction
will be made by newspapers which have
given currency to it.

A NLW PAPEB.
It will be eeen by the prospectus in our

columns that the “Sentinel” suspended at
Alexandria, is to be revived in Richmond.
The gentlemen who undertake it have ample
experience and enterprise to make it a pa-
per of merit equal to any in the country.—
Mt. R. M. Smith who is to have charge of
the editorial department was, until recently,
connected for about eighteen months, with
that department in ti e Richmond jEnquirer.
His reputation as*a writer stands very high.
It is hoped the Sentinel will secure a stand-
ing for ability and dignity which will make
it a model.

The Letter from Rev. Dr. Hoge will
be read with interest. Having heard, a good
while ago, that snch a letter had been sent
from Havana, it had been almost given up
as lost, when it reached us barely in time
for this week’s paper. It is published now

to the exclusion of other matter. The au
tbor, it is hoped, has been in England fur
about twenty days, and has accomplished
much of the work contemplated.

Omitted for want of room this week, a
number of obituaries.

ABOLITION DOCTORS of DIVINITY:

NEW YORK AGAINST PHILADELPHIA.
The Christian Observer has bad access to

a late Northern paper, from which we ob-
tain two opposite enunciations from the ci
ties just named. Dr. Bellows, a distin-
guished Sociuian of New York, comes out
in a recent address with his Abolitionism as
fiery as if ha had received it fresh-heated
from below—which is very likely :

“it is no longer a war in defence of ike
Union , the Constitution and the Enforce-
ment of the Laws. It is a war to be carried
on no longer with the aim of re-establisbiug
the Union and the Constitution with all their
oid compromises. God means not to let us
off with any half-way work [ am now con-
vinced, and 1 consider it the most- humane,
the most economical, and the most states-
manlike policy, now to take the most radical
ground possible ; to assumne that THIS IS A
WAR FOR HIE SUBJUGATION, or the EX-
TERMINATION OF ALL PERSONS who wish to
maintain the, slave power —a war to get rid
of slavery and slaveholders, whether it be
constitutional or not.”

Ibis seems to have the virtue of honesty
on its aide ; we like open dealing.

Go tbo other band, Dr. Albert Barnes,
a well known Presbyterian (N, S.) minister
of Philadelphia, has published a sermon on
the “Conditions of Peace,” and very sur
prising to all who know' him. He hue here-
tofore taught that if tee Bible ‘ tolerates
slavery, men will not, and they ought not to
receive, it as a revelation from God.” But in
his late sermon he intimates that N. York
city might not have travelled far beyond Ca-
nal Street, if .it had not been for Cotton,
and “if the South had not been willing that
on certain well known terms their money
should be in the hands of the merchants
and brokers of New York.” He contends
that the “Control of slavery, and all the
laws regulating it, ought to be left to the
States as such, in all respects, absolutely |
cauxi v voly

There are two which will j
blj be awaken pH in (lie breasts of most'who 1
read this; the first of pity that Dr; Barnes j
had not como t) this conclusion long ago;
the second of contempt for the sordid con-
sideration which brings him to it now.

For the Central Presbyterian.

Letter from Rev. Dr Hcge.

Havana, Jan. sth, 1863.
Kev, and dear Brother—l do not know

that I have anything specially worthy 0 f
the attention of the readers o'f the Central ,

and therefore I address my letter to you,
giving you the option of taking it all to
yourself, or of publishing any part of it
that you think might be interesting to
others.

My letters from Nassau have informed
you of onr success in running the blockade.
Trere were eight gentlemen in onr party,
all anxious to get to Europe as soon as
practicable, and we accordingly chartered a
small schooner, (not as large as some of the
oyster boats I have seen in the dock at
Richmond.) to convey us to Cuba miles
distant. We got on board about, sundown,
on the 31st of December, expecting to sail
immediately, but we found the captain and
mate missing. These two worthies, ns well
as the other four members of the crew were
all negroes, free of course, and said to be
expert seamen, as they had spent their lives
in the perilous profession of wreckers. When
the captain come on board we induced him
to go ashore and find the mate, and in about
an hour he relumed with him. Then the
steward wanted to go ashore, but the cap-
tain objected, and refused to let him have
the boat. A violent quarrel then commenced,
cue whole cre.v joining in with a perfect
battle of discordant sounds such as West
India negroes only can execute. The pres-
ence and remonstrance of eight while pas
seniors had no effect in arresting this very
unpleasant altercation, in the midst of which
iho steward jumped overboard and swam
ashore,—’he schooner being anchored in

■the harbor about a hundred yards from the
quay. The captain threw a block of wood
Ut his head before .he had swam three
lengths from the schooner, but fortunately,
or unfortunately missing him, he made his
escape in safety. This scene was somewhat
discouraging, as it showed that there was
no discipline on board, and we hesitated to
trust ourselves on such a frail craft, with
such a crew, for so long a voyage. But we

•were impatient to get on, and concluded to
run all risks. It was about 10 o’clock at
night when we weighed anchor ami tacked
out of the Nassau harbor with a head wind.

The morning of the first day of fhe New
Year found us on a rough sea, in the nar-
row dirty cabin of a small schooner, without
even straw in our bunks to lie on; weary
and sore from rolling from side to aide ail
night; but as the day advanced, the sun
came out, and best of all, the wind shifted
and steadily in our favor for the re-
mainder of the voyage. In our company of
eight passengers three nations were repre-
sented, and several churches, but all agreed
o meet in our cabin just at sundown for a

short devotional exercise, which I conducted
reading the 145tn Psalm, and then offering

prayer, in which we committed ourselves
and all dear to us, to the care and keeping
of God for the year upon which we had en-
tered; entreating his “presence to go with
us,” ia sunshine and in storm through the
whole voyage of life, and at last to bring us
all into the haven of eternal rest.

On Friday the 2d inst., we had occasion
to admire the skill of our Captain in bring-
ing us, without chart or any nautical instru-
ments on board for taking observations, by
several islands, reefs, and the light house
of what is called the ‘ Double Head Shot,”
almost at the time he said he would at the
beginning of the voyage. With almost the
in linct of birds of passage these black
navigators find their way over the trackless
sea, conveying travellers safely from New
Providence to Cuba. By the light of a bril-
liant moon we sailed along by Cardenas (the
landing place of Lopez) and Matanzas, and
at 6 o’clock on Saturday morning, a gaily
painted little steamer came out and towed
us into the spacious and beautiful harbor
of Havana. After coming to anchor, we
were visited by the health officer, who made
his way to us in a little boat covered with
an awning and having the Spanish flag
(two red bars, with a yellow bar between,
and the arms of the Queen in the centre )
flying from a staff at the stern; and then
came the custom house officials, detaining
us an hour or two‘for the examination of
passports, and baggage, and finally we were
permitted to go ashore and congratulate
ourselves oft being safely landed in the Cap-
ital of the * Q leen of the Antilles.”

Immediately on landing we were struck
■with the contrast presented with everything
to which we were accustomed at home, in

-the appearance of the people, the style of
architecture and colors nf‘he houses, —yel-
low and blue being the favorite tints—-the
unearthly cries of the venders of fruits and
small wares, mules buried under immense
packs of hay and fodder, which elsewhere
would have been transported on wheels,—
the narrow streets and sidewalks wide
enough only for one pedestrian.—and the
droll looking equipages conspicuous among
all of which was the Volume—a kind of
chaise or gig, holding two persons, drawn
by a horse in very long timber shafts, by
the side of which is hitched another horse in
traces, still longer, on which the driver
rides, holding the bridle of the other horse
in his left hand. The driver, or postilion,
wears a jacket gaudily trimmed, tight
breeches, and boots which come up above
bis knees, and armed at the heel with gi-
gantic silver-plated spurs. The volants is
the favorite vehicle of Habaneras, and is
almost as much an “institution” among
them as the gondola among the people of
Venice. Those owned by private persons
are often very much ornamented, the tails
an 1 manes of the horses being almost inva-
riably platted. Gazing at these, and a hun-
dred other novelties as we passed along,
we found ourselves, after a long and hot
walk, at our Hotel, the Legrand, on the
Plaza. After a most sumptuous breakfast,
ending with oranges, qaara jelly and pine
apples, we drove to the country residence of
the Governor General of Cuba, where, leav-
ing our vehicles, wa wandered for an hour
through the gardens, flaming and fragrant
with splendid tropical flowers, sparkling
with fountains and fringed with beautiful
palm trees the mostgrac. ful and picturesque
of all the trees of these Islands. Leaving
these gardens—a flower from which I send
you—we took the celebrated drive by the
Cerro, where one meets the beauty and
fashion of the City, whirling along in every
imaginable conveyance, from the stately
coach to the light and flying vdante, all in-
toah on pleasuro.’many t*ve:i «,r t.Jie Ic.fi > a

meat of tha universal luxury ofsmoking.
Yesterday was Sunday, and there being

no Protestant place of worship in the City,
I repaired to the Cathedral at 8 A. M.—the
hour at which the churches are most throng-
ed here I need not describe to you the
well known rites of the Romish worship. —

The only thing I noticed that was peculiar
in the customs here was that of requiring
.the drivers of the carriages to come in a lit-
tle before the ladies of the family, for the
purpose of spreading down on the pavement
a mat for ihetn to kneel on. Some*of these
servants are dressed in very rich liveries;
as they enter the Cathedral they kneel, and
then advance toward the altar with the roll
of matting under their arms, which- they
place on any unoccupied spot. These Cathe-
dral i have no pews in them, and the gen
tlemen stand or kneel, while the ladies sit
on these mats, or kneel during the whole
service.

In the afternoon there was a grand mili-
tary review on the Plaza in front of our Ho-
tel. Thousands of the people collected to
see it, many of them several hours before
the troops came on the ground, some getting
up in trees, and others on the balconies and
roofs of the bouses overlooking the Plaza.
There are about 30 000 regular soldiers on
the Island, exclusive of the volunteers. The
appearance which every regiment presented,
completely and handsomely uniformed, was
in striking contrast to what I had so long
seen at home among our brave, but often ill
clad soldiers. I could but wish that men
fighting in such a cause as ours were only
as well equipped as these Cubans. The pret-
tiest uniforms here to my eye were those of
several regiments, dressed in white linen
jackets and pantaloons—trimmed with red.
These were as clean and smooth as water
and irons could make them, and there was
something refreshing in the sight, on a day
when the weather was so oppressive. The
whole pageant would have beefc cLilghtfal
to me, but for the day upon which it oc
curred. Sunday however is the fete day here;
the clay of parades, bull fights, and balls..
There was a masquerade ball last night,
though I am told it was not one fi\ quenied
by the better class of citizens.

You will be interested to know the state
of public feeling here in reference to .our
matters at home. The Spanish part of the
population is chiefly on the sid“ of the Con-
federacy—‘he Creole against ns; Since we
came here wo had a little episode which
pleased me very much. Our party of eight
was at dinner, we just filling oneof the round
tables of the dinihg room. Next to us was.a
party of Spanish gentlemen, and next to
them another of U. S. naval officers, from
one of their ships in port here. The Span
i-rd.i knew that we were from the South,
and near the close of their dinner, several
of them rose, each holding his glass in his
hand, when one of them politely bowing to
us, gave for a toast, “Success to -the Con-
federacy.” This was as gratifying to us as
it must have been galling to the Yankees
at the adjacent table.

I shall have only time and room in con-
clusion to say a word as to our mode of life
here. Before we get up in the morning a
cup of coffee is brought to our rooms which
we drink in bed. After dressing we ride,
or read and write until 10, when we break-
fait on some eight ~r ten courses—we then
make our visits or country excursions until

6J P. M., when we dine. Oar Hotel is one
of the best I ever saw, but what I enjoy
most is the fruit. Since I commenced this
letter, feeling thirsty, I sent a servant (a
coolie) with a ten cent piece to get me some
oranges. He returned with ten very large
and sweet ones, on a silver waiter, which he
deposited on my table with a bow. As I
ate two of them and remembered how
oranges had sold in Richmond for a dollar
a piece, how much 1 wished to share mine
with you at home—or that you could get,
as I can, a hundred for a dollar—even in
the fruit stores where they make a very
large profit on what they sell. In the coun-
try I suppose I could get four or five hun-
dred for a dollar. There ie no glass in the
windows of my room, only iron bars. I have
to keep the netting down around my bed at
night to protect me from mosquitoes. 1
neglected this the first night, and got se-
verely bitten. Although it is the depth of
winter at home, it. is bo warm here that we
have to ride when we go any distance from

; the Hotel. Riding is a pardonable luxury*
here in which all the people indulge. This
evening I expect to visit a coffee plantation
about 10 miles from the City, and to mor-
row we take the steamer “Conway,” for St.
Thomas, where we embark on another and
larger, for England. I find persons, even
here, who take an interest in the object of
my visit. The Confederate Commissioner
here, Mr. Helm, thinks the British Consul,
who is the agent for the line of steamers to
England will not allow me to pay any pas-
sage money when he learns my errand, and
Mr. Helm says he will explain to him its

i character. Thus Providence has favored
;me, and every day my hope brightens that
!my mission abroad will be a successful one,

! and accomplished at a very moderate ex-
pense. Affectionately yours,

M. D. H.
For the Central Presbyterian.

Rev. John A, Moore.
Died, at Long Branch. Halifax county,

the residence of Cupt. B E. West, on the
7th inst.. Rev. John A. Moore. Pastor of

| the Cub Creek and Rough Creek churches,
I Charlotte Co., in the 32ud year of his age.

Thus has fallen, in the very outset of his
! career of usefulness, another laborer in the

i vineyard. It is scarcely three years since
I Mr. Moore, after compleliag his course at
Union Seminary, took charge of these two

| churches, and entered on his pastoral labors
jwith every indication of usefulness and suc-

I cess. He had just established himse'f in a
1permanent home, when his health began to

: give way. A protracted hemorrhoidal af-
| fection which had reduced his general vigor,
' terminated in a form that finally affected
the entire nervous system, and developed
symptoms that could not be controlled, un-
der which he gradually sank. The final
issue of the disease was rapid, and some-
what unexpected, confining him to his bed
bat a few days, during a good part of which
the brain was so much affaefced as to pre-
vent him from communicating his feelings
satisfactorily. One of the last ?/ords he was
heard to utter distinctly was “Hope,” and
then after a paus<?, and apparently with

; much difficulty, he added, * an anchor to
the soul, sure and steadfast,” at the same
time laying his hand on his heart and look
ing upward, with a smile that betokened
the peace of God that was dwelling within;
soon after which he gently fell asleep. His
funeral services were conducted by Rev. A.
Martin, in a most touching and appropriate
manner, and he was laid to rest in a spot
selected by himself in apparent presentiment
of bis early death, leaving a wife, a child,
cherish his memory. ‘ Bis modest and retir-
ing nature prevented his character and in-
tellect from being extensively known at so
early a stage in bis career, but hud his life
been spared, those who knew him best,
anticipated with confidence a large measure
of ministerial success. It is a’so due to him
to say, that whilst his patriotism was not of
that blatant kind that seeks to make cheap
capital to itself by depreciating others, it
was such as to lead him seriously to think
of entering the army, a step which the state
of his health mainly prevented him from
taking, so profoundly did he feel in regard
to our great struggle. The estimate in
which he was held by those most frequently
and closely in contact with him. may be in-
ferred from a sentence in a letter from one
of his nearest ministerial neighbors who re-
marks: “Few will miss him more than I
shall. His cordial and pleasant manners,
his kindly and genial nature, his readiness
to do a favor, ani to reciprocate ail frater-
nal courtesies gave him a strong bold on my
regard.”

For the Central Presbyterian.

To the Ministers and Churches of
West Hanover Presbytery.
Faemville, Va., Feb. sth, ISS3.

Dear Brethren,—We address you on be-
half of your Committee of Domestic Mis-
sions. February is the mouth in which your
Synod directs your special contributions to
be made to this cause. It now has special
wants to lay before you.

The absence of our male population in
the armies and hospitals, with other influ-
ences of the war, has checked our mission-
ary work the country a, large; so that
we have been enabled to attempt no more
than (o keep alive the things that remain.
But in our military hospitals, God open-
ed a wide and effectual door for missionary
labors : and that among a class presenting
every claim on our sympathies, love, grati-
tude and patriotism. £)ur heroic defenders,
when sick and wounded for our sakes, in
many cases, languish far from their homes
end friends, with few bodily comforts, and
with none to sympathize with,or cheer them.
They seem hungry for the bread of life.—
Many among them die, and earnestly crave
the consolations of religion. Their suffer-
ing hearts present 9 soil ready prepared for
the seed of the word; so that the seed
sown among them now, will be carried, in
the end. to every part of the land, and bear
fruit there, by God’s blessing. By these,
ami other considerations, we have felt im-
pelled to employ the whole thneof two mis-
sionaries in these bospirah : and should*raore
offer, we should not dare, in the fear of God,
to decline their services in such a case. But
you need not be told that, during the pres-
ent almost fabulous prices, a bare subsist-
ence of a missionary costs much more than
the salary formerly allowed ; so that to re-
duce them to such a compensation would be
simply to starve them away from their
blessed work.

Your Committee have therefore, trusting
in yonr love and liberality, and obeying
this touching call of God’s providence, in-
curred far larger pecuniary obligations than
usual. But we are cor.fi lent that you will
not repudiate them : gratitude to God and
our brave d;folders, sympathy with their
lonely sufferings among strangers, love for

OBITUARIES nut ex -ti 'dmg ten lin s will be in-
serted wlthoat charge. Fr all abV'e that amount
five cents a line will be req oral An estimue may
ba made by counting nine w> di for a line. Payment
to be unde always in advance.

Died, at the resid-no* of her father, in Campbell
co., Va , on the 23 I of January, »-ft r an illues • of five
weeks, Mauy Elizabeth. oldestchild of Latuech and
Macca B. Jones aged 8 years, G m uahs and t> days

Died, in the county of Sussex, February 4th. in the
3rd year f her a«e, Harriet 8., daughter of Ur.
George and Susan A. Field

After a protracted ilineas, this little child of the
covenant has been admitted into the presence of her
Saviour, and thereby delivered from the evils to come.
“Suffer little cJidr.n, and forbid them not, t ■ come
unto me ; for. of such is me Kingdom of he iveu.”

Died. at b's residence in Augutd co.. February 2d,Mr. JamesB Trimble, in the 77th yeir his nge,
A man of indomitable energy and perseveiance, he

was successful in nil the business oi life, an active,
zealous Christian, he has left an example worthy of
imitation, a ruler in the Churc i of Ci.rist he was
worthy of double honor. Weil done g od aid, Liihful
servant.

Died, on the 14th day of December. JBG2, Lieut. G
W. Swoops,-in the 21st year of his age.

Thus again are sorn y bereaved friends oaUed upon
to UMurn’thi* Lss of a de.any beloved one slain infighting against the enemies <f his country Lieut
Swoope entered the army eirly in the year IBGI, as n
volunteer fr- m his native county of Buckingham, W.,
and of a I the y ting men who have fallen in thi*
war not one engaged in I' from purer feelings of pa-
triotism—not one more untiringly end cheerfully -*u-
dmedthe hardships and performed the duties of a
s Idler thiin himself. Ho was, immediately after j in-
iug his company,* lectcd 3J Sergeant—wsssoon after-
wards advanced to be 2nd Serreant, and thou, h not
actusdy filling the < dice he discharged the arduous
duties < f O.derly Sergeant during nearly, the entire
campaign in Weste n Virginia na er Gen Lee, and
the winter campaign on the Potomac Under General
Jackson Last Spring, when the armvwas re-organ-
ized, he was unanimously and without opposition
elected Ist L eutcumt, in wbbh capacity he served
under Geo. Jurtssou, during his campaign in the Val-

and was under him at the battles around Rich-
mo d Owing to exposure iu the Chickahominy
Swamps be contracted sickness, which rendered him
unfit fur military duty f>r reverd months. As soon
howc-yer as h s recovered he returned to his command
in lime tu act his part iu the Frederibk-burg battle,
and om Sunday morniog, the 14tlof December, while
gallantly leading a c mpai.y of skirmishers, be f 11,
not in the rear o‘‘, but in a line with bis men—not wih
sword but wi ll musket in his hinds—and with his
f-ce 10 th* foe—mortally wou uied in the head by a
Minnie mill. Ho lingered for a few hours, unconscious
cf suffa.iDg and then died without a struggle.

“For Heeding liberty he gave
A life 10 others dear!,

Oh, noble youth, toy sorrowing friends
Will shed the mourner s te>r!

Tots record would be incomplete w re it added
that Lieut. Swoope was by his easy and gentlemanly
deportment, his kindness of heart, bis affability and
fine social qnalitie endeared to all his acquaintances,
not only in his C mpiuy, but in his Regiment and in
the army. Especially was he kind and attentive to
the sick and wounded, by w om he was greatly be-
loved. Above all he was aCh isti«n For more than
two \ ears he h«d been a c insistent and devoted mem-
ber ot the Presbyten u ■ hurch and in his death his
friends mourn not as those ihat have no hope. On the
contra y th-y feel ihar . ih ir imw is hi' gai - He was'
a soidier of .JiO Cr« ss as we las a soldier *f bD Coun-
try. J &. B.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.’
The Editoracknowledges the receipt of the follow-

ing sums since February sth, viz ;

For Domestic Missions.
II S R. Norfolk Va., § 50 00
Mrs A B Carrington, Abingdon, Va, 5 00
A Friend, 75 00
A Richmond Merchant, 300 00
Rev T W G, JO 00
A R Blakey, Madison CH, 5 00
J C Ilnlsall. Gum Soring, Va, 30 00
Dr and Mrs . Christlansburg, 5 00CaptE H. Campbell, Charlestown, 3 oO
E ofP, * 20 00

Foreign Missions.
H SR, 35 00Wytheville church, 2 00Twhlina Spring church, less $1 doubtful, 59 B 0 .
f, R 5 CODr and Mrs , 5 00
C«p- E H Campbell, 3 qq
Rockingnam church, 20 00

Education.
H S R, 50 00Several officers stationed at Wytheville, 20 00Ai<U ’

Testaments. 500
F -r Dr. Hoge’s Mission.

Annie Powhatan, Va, 500 '
A friend,

4 5 oo
T S Glasgow, Finoastle, Va., 26 50Windy Cove chmch,

# 152 00
Wytheville “ ' 50 00
Buchanan church. 10 )( q

I Rev U Powers, Big Lick, 10 00
• Alexander Donald, Lexington, 5 oo
J M L, Goochland, 5 OO
AK L, “ * 5 U 0 •

Mis A B Carrington, 5 Q 0
Mrs K, of Chesterfield, through C. Advocate, 500
Rev Jas Carmichael, Danville, 10 00j Dr J W Carmichael, 10 00
A friend. 10 00
Mrs L M Lnughridge,Mossy Creek, 5 00

; Gen Jno Echols, O S A, 50 00
A friend, 100 00

; A Richmond Merchant, • 100 00
A family donation, " 55 00
D Ol.keson, Tinkling Spring, 10 00
Three Indies, Staunton, 7 00

; R C. ‘ 11 70
I Powhatan church additional, 14 00
I A B M, Wo dstock, Va, 5 00
Mrs Robinson Amelia, 10 00
W H M 10 vo

j A member ofRocky Spring church, 5 00
Mrs S C TinklingSp ing > hurch, 3 50

1 Rev CSM See, “
“ 9 00

I T J Wickliue, Sweet Springs, * 5 t;0
A Friend, 5 i 0

! M-t> E Clark. Pittsylvania C H, 10 00
: Mrs j Ij B irnley, Albemarle, 5 00
Isaiah J. hnson, 2 00
H G G- thrie Tinkling Springs, 2‘> -00

j Ol WmJ? Tate, Staunton, 17 (*0
ARB. v 20 00
N-w Providence church, 2 7 uO
Mrs A C Cummings, Lexington, 10 00
A Refugee frem Hampshire co. Va, 20 00
Mru M M Kyle, Buckingham, ya, 5 00
W S Kyle “ 2 50
KLK.Ie “ N 2 50
M ss G Coaltor, 2 00
II M. 2 00
Hocking!)-in church, 34 0 ‘

Citizens of Greenbrier River by Rev J Haynes 33 00Two ladies of Hebron ch,Lexington Presbytery, 5 00
.1 P MiCutchen, Middlehrouk, 20 00
Mrs E “ 10 uO
Mrs John B Young, Richmond, 5 00

For Soldiers.
Mrs E Clark, 5 00
J S M, Augusta, Va, 20 00
A lady in Monigomery, Va, 1 00
Money left by Lt G W Swoope, 50 00
S W S, Prospect, Va, 5 00
Mattie, 1 00
For Va Bible Society to constitute Rev J M

Wuarey Li<e Member, by several officers
stationed at Wy heviUe, 30 00

Confederate Bible Society.
L Member—W 11 Macon,byMrs MG Braxton, 30
“ *' M's C J MeClu' g, Lexington, 30
“ “ Jo n Sidney Moffett, 30

“ Mi ! ton MMi fieit, by a mother, 30
Mrs Van Duesen, Amelia, 5. *

M E L, Hublm, Va, '7Mrs J L Burnlev, 5
Ca; t E H Campbell, 4
Thauk*lfcirmg, Grand Mrs , 20

Tracts.
Ev Tract Society, Lifa Members.
Rev J M Wharey. Wytheville, 30
Rev John W Gifflin, Amheist, 30
J M Smith, Wytheville. 3J
J B Robertson, Wyth ville, by several officers

st t oned at Wytheville, 30For Soldiers.
Mrs John B Young, 5
Anonymous, 5
A Friend, 50
A Richmond - 50
A lady, 2d Presbyteri n church, Richmond, 7 50
For 21 Virginia Regiment, 02 95For 2l*t. “

<• 61 4JFor 27th ‘ “ 10
ARB, • 10
H M, ..

' K
a may or Springfield, Va,
T J Wickliue, 5MEL, jqFor Y M C A, A R Blakey, 75 40l w v, '

.

' sa
Papers for Soldiers.

HSR,N>rf Jk.Vt, 15
For H'i pitals in Sou h-Wesrern, Va, ]0
Rev U Powers, ]■>
LM L 5A; unymous, 5
A f u nd, XflO
A Eic t-iood Mer bant, 5^Ladies AM Society, Cleveland. Tenn, 25For Lt JAG. 2Sth Va Regiment, 3
H G Guthrie, ' '

D Gi’keson, JOFor 2d Va Regiment, ig
For 21a; Va “ . 0
For27rh“ “

jqFor Ofc*- Battery, j
N C Re-d. ]0
.1 T Wick ine, 5
H N M. 3
Foe IGth Georgia Regiment, go
For 5-1 ;ii Va Regiment, Eli Ph’cger, ;>)

K of P. 1„
Monthly payment of nn i ffi’er C S A, 30

Fredericksburg Sujf'crcrs.
! Mrs M R gera Keswick, Ya, 10

Mrs Susan Baxter, 5James A Agee, jy
Annie 5
J D Sterrett Lebanon church, 10Mrs :>r Wilson, Windy Covechurch, 100
Rev./ N Craig, S. C., 5
A Friend. 10J
T N P, Blue Ridge, Va, 10
Servants at Mr Sootts and Mr Edmonds,

Prince Edward co. Va, 7
KG, St union, 10
Powhatan church, additional, j)
Amelia church, 210 05TJ Wi klme, 5
Buckingham, 5
N EL. 20
Several persons in Brunswick county, 53
New Providence churon. a .'ditto ial, J 5
*307 was paid previously to Mr Howison.
Mr?’A C Cummings, 10
Mrs M M Kyle, 5
W S Kyle, 2 50
ft L Kvle, 2 50
H M. 2Miss Mary Ewing, Rockingham church. 5Mrs Virginia Thornton, New Store, Va, 2

Litlla Children's Gifts.
Christmas money of two little girls for heathen

children, 50
For Testaments—A little girl in Brunswick, 1For do., Minnie, Nannie, and Tommid Swoope,

S 1 b«ch. 3
*• Elion, Kate, and Joseph Emerson, $1

each, 3

ADYERTISEMEITS.
SCHOOL. —After long experience in leaching, the

undersigned would now offer her services for the
instruction of a day-school at Mount Prospect, two
miles from Caurch hill,—I beginning the first of March.
There wi'l be two Sessions, five months each, with an
intervening va afciun. Terms as follow':

Tuition in Engluh, S4O 00
“ “ French, * 21 00

Music on the P*an >, 50 00
ANNA. L. RANDOLPH,

Apply to H nry W. Rand >!pb, 121 Main Street,
fob J9—3t

SCHOOL AT JETEKSVILLE on Richmond and
Danville K R , two and a half miles from the

Amelia Springs
Mils' M Atwood would respectfully say to her

friends and th? public geneially, that, having declined
removing So i h, she will again open her school for
Boarders and Day Sholars, Ist January. 1863. She
wil pay the same unremitted attention to religion,
morals hq l literature that sho has always done.

Board and Tuition in English branches and Mathe-
matics, s>l69 per 10 mon hs. Music, S4O; French,
$lO Address MRS. M. ATWOOD,

no 13—3m Jeteraville. Amelia Co., Va.

SO Ul'll SIDE FEMALE INSTITUTE Dan-
villb, Va.—The duties of this School for Yourg

Ladies will be resumed i u Monday the Ist of Septem-
ber. Ic is desirable that immediate appl cation be
m de lor those pupils wishing to board_ at the Insti-
tute, as omy a limited number will be received.

For Giro Jars containing Terms and further par-
ticulars apply to Rev. Jno. M. Kirkpatr ck Dr. Thos.
P. Atkins n, or E. E. NOTTINGHAM,

Principal.
Board can also be procured in the faun > Dr.

T .os P. Atkin>on. Every d p«rtment is filled with
Teachers whose competency has been tested and tp*
pp-ved. aug *2B—ly

their souls, and love for the country they
defend, should cause our liberality to
abound, even out of our deep poverty.—
But many of us, by reason of the very
reign of high prices which was mentioned,
are able to give more liberally than ever
before. We therefore humbly request that
such persons will make special and un
wonted donations: and that pastors and
sessions will exert themselves to make the
collections for Domestic Missions liberal
and general in their charges.

All donations may be sent to Clement C.
Bead, Esq., Treasurer of the Committee in
Farmville, Va.

Robert L. Dabney, dim.
JesseS. Akmistead, Secy .

&ELIGIOU3 INTELLIGENCE.
Rev. William V. Frierson, of Missis-

sippi, died recently in Montgomery,
in thejSSd year of his age.

Rev. Nathan G. Phillips, chaplain of
the 43d Alabama regiment, died at Cum-
berland Gap, from disease contracted in the
camp.

Sabbath in Gen. Bragg's Army.—ln
December, the chaplains addressed a letter
to General Bragg, asking him to have the
soldiers relieved fro91 all parades, reviews,
and drills, on the holy Sabbath. The mat-
ter met his approval, and he issued an order
for the better observance of the Sabbath
at once.

Bible Society Agent.—The Rev. J. N.
Waddel, D. D., an exile from his home in
LaGrange, Venn,, because of his patriotism,
has been appointed Agent of the Bible So-
ciety of the Confederate States, for those
States lying on both sides of and beyond
the Mississippi river.

Rev. James Turner Leptwigh, pastor
of the Presbyterian church An Alexandria,
has accepted an invitation to slf(»ply the
New Sch ol Presbyterian churches at
Wythevilje and M-irion in this State. He
will preach at the two churches on alternate
Sabbaths.

Rev Drs Leacoch Fulton and Good-
rich had reached New Orleans, but refus-
ing to to take the oath of allegiance, were
not permitted to land.

The Rev. George Juskin, D. D , late
Presidentof Washington College, Virginia,
is preaching in New York.

Rev, Dr. Drury Lacy’s post-rffico is
. changed from Warrenlon, N. (j,,to Wilson,

N. C.
Religion in the Abjiy. —A North Car-

olina soldier writes from Goldsboro': ‘-lam
happy to observe'that a spirit of confidence
in our ability to successfully resist invasion,
pervades the masses of the soldiery so far
as I am able to ascertain, and a spirit of
cheerfulness, submission to discipline and
deference to authority, is more and more
becoming diffused among the troops

“We are gratified to observe in the regi-
ment in which we are proud to serve, one
which has been as efficient, faithful and sub-
ordinate as any regiment oar State can
claim, an increased religions interest and a
more general and punctual attendance upon
all forms of religious service under the min-
istration of onr excellent chaplain, Rev. Mr.
Thompson, Methodist Episcopal church.—-
Tire cause of religion has undergone a mani-
fest and marked improvement, more zeal
and interest being displayed than 1 have
ever witnessed before, and the regiment
generally seems to appreciate his endeavors
to be of service.to ihem.”

Timc KJli,- Mil I’roVOSJn UN' po h I’kaop

jecfe'd'lbe"proposition' of life French Em-
peror. for the North and South to appoint
Commissioners for consultation, to meet in
Montreal or Mexico.

The reply of Mr. Seward seems to com-
mand the approval of the North.

MAMIE D
February J Irh, at Mulberrj Hill, the,residence of

the bride’s brother. Charlotte C > . Va. by the Rev.
Hugh Brown. theßriv A. W. Millrr, of P. terabur g.
to Miss i.ILY B. AlcPhail. ofNorfolk.

At Glenbronk. Luneobur/. Va.. by Rev Thomas W-
White, nn Tii* sd i\ eveni g, the 3rd tVb nary. viar-
cs ahkt A., «-lde‘t 'iaughter of O. M. Smith, E.-q. and |
KIOHARD H WllffoN.

Christian. Observer pi as© copy.

obituary
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