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Letter from Revw. Dr. Hoge,

142 MILES FROM THE “Lizarp,”

309 miles from Southumpton.

January 29, 1863.
To-morrow afternoon we expect to bHa on
land. Woe hope to reach Southampton by
6, P. M., and the pex’ morning take the
early train for London. I pray that theas
calcalations may prove trae, for F am hearti-
ly tired of the sea, as it has now been fif-
teen days sivee we lefi St. Thomas, and
twenty-six days since -we left Havana —
When we arrive in Loudon there will be eo
many things to occupy me that I will try
and get something ready to post before I
leave the ship, though it is purauit -of cor-
respondence under difficulties, to write on
one of these car rolling steamers. The
“Tasmanian’ being a “screw’’ vessel, and
not being steadied by side-wheels, rolls
more than any one I was ever on. For this
reason the Taswmanian is dreaded by pas

rinterest with which they listened to the ap-

:ciated on this ship, and on last Sabbath
| preached twice. I had heard that the cap-
taing on these B:itish steamera always read
the service themselves, unless an Hpiscopal
minister was on bonrd, and that they never
invited one of any other denowination to
preach. My experience of the matter has
been very different. The capfain: of the
Conway invited me to conduct the whole
service, and so did the captain of the Taa-
manian, in the most cordial manser passible.
It is a pretty sight on these English steam-
ers to see the crew mustered for service on
Sunday morning. The officers and sailers
all neatly dressed, form a line on deck, the
roll is called, and then they warch into the
saloon to the seats reserved for them —
Most of the passeagers, with the exception
of the Russign and his wife, and a few of the
Spariards who could ‘not spesk or under- |
stand HEoglish, atiended. It was very in-;
teresting to address an audience composed !
of people fiom so many parts of the world, |
aud & novel thing to address one in which

were 80 few of my own countryinen.

On the second Sabbath, at the request of
the sailors, I preached to them in the fore-
castle in theafternoon. Several of the cffi-
cers howeVér, and of the pOSSEDATs at
tended. I enjoyed preaching to the sailors,
as it reminded me of iy services in the
cawp with the soldiers. I felt it a great
privilege to present to them the way (f 1ifs
‘through Christ, 2ud to witness the geeming

peal with which I closed iy sermon.

A day or two after, the captain came to
me and said, *we owe you two guineas.”’—
“For what 7" 1 asked. #It1s cur custom,”
he saswered, ‘‘to pay every clergyman a
guinea for each service he holds on this
ship, and you have held two.” I told him
to dispense with the castow in my ecase, but
be said it was a regulation of the company.
and that the purser was required to pay and
enter it on his bocks. I then consented to
receive it, on condition that I dropped it in
the box, at the head of the companion way,
on which I bad seen printed, **For the re-
lief of the widows of the men who dis in

sengers, whe prefer any other beat on the |
line, though shaisa good sea vessel-—whic
after all is the main thing at this stormy |
reason of the year.

The machinery of all |
3

stem to stern, and this ceaseless vibratory

motion grestly incresses the diffiiully of

writing, as you will see from these wavering

lines.

Oar passege thus far has been for the'l
most part & boisterons one. We have en- |
countered heavy gales from the Northeast, |
which have greatly retarded our progress.
We were due in Southampton yesterday, the
28th., and new we cannot get in before the
evening of the 30ih,and the rough weather
we are having to-dey may keep us back
gtill longer. How many anxious people
there are on shore to-day becanse of the
She has made
her trips so regularly, that when she is be-
hind hand ona day it excites surprise ; two
days awakens uneasiness, auvd three days

i the service of this company.”

i ral donation, from which I iufer that the

{from tve United States; the prospects of

The captain
thaiked me, for what he called a very libe-

contribanticns to thisobject are ususlly very
mocerate in angunt.

Oaé of the sirangest ineidents, so far as
I have been coucerned, ¢n this voyage, was
wy being invited by the ffi jers of the ehip
and several of th. passeugers, to deliver
2u address on the causes of our sepsration

our Confederacy, &e. Vinding that there
was greab curiosity on the subject, and a
real desire to obtain correct 1ufurmation
sbout cur condition, I consented, and a
week ago to-day I delivered an address of
an hour and a half in length in the main
saloon, and I think [ neverspoke to n more
attentive sudience.  An cfficer of the Eag-
lish navy took notesof the whole discourse.
Many of thie English passengers afterwards
told me that 1 had corrected misapprehen-

apprehension. Daring the winter manths
the winds nsually blow from the West, but[
during this voyage we bave bad day after
day of easterly, or head ‘winds. and on the |
23d, the Taswanian ran only 115 miles in
24 hours, which was, as the chief engineer
tells me, the poorest day’s work she ever did
‘since she was launched. But day before
yesterday the wind ' shifted, and blew just
as we wanted it, and being able to use our
zails and steam together, we van 832 wiles
in 24 hours.. Yesterdny the sun shone
brightly, and we hoped the fine weather
would continue a3 we ran up the channel, bat
if ‘this rain and fog lasts, we will not be
able to see anything of the shores 8s we
pass along, and perbaps will ndt get ashore
before Satarday the 31st.

But notwishstanding adverse winds and
currents, we have had a ccmfortable time
in some res'pects. A ship like this, is a lit-
tle werld, and afforde food for thought, and
sometimes for amusement. Cwming. as the
Tasmanian did, from the tropics, she brought
among her passengersnone frow the United,
and few fromthe Confederate States. Those
who hail from the latter all had-to run the
blockade. Bnt we have people from Now
Grenada, from Mexico, Cuba, Chili, and
other partsof South Awerica, and the West
Indies, besides Spaniards, Freuch, Italians..
Rassians, Gérmans, Eoglish, Africans, and
ope Hindoo. Hrrs you seeis a fipe field for
obgervation and the study of character.—
There are four children on board. The first
nigh’ after leaving St Thomas, I heard one
crying in a state room not far from mine.
It was to me more pleasant music than that
of the band; and this reminds me to say
that we have a band, belenging to the skip,
which performs every night at the entrance
of the main saloon from 8 to 9 o’cloek.

Sometimes it plays Dixie, aad always ends
the performance for the evening with “*God
save the Queen.” :

You will perhaps wish to kvow how the
passergers spend their time during these
long voyages. There are three popular
ways of passing away the tedious hours—
viz : in eating, sleeping and card-playing.
The first consumes a lavge portion of the

day. Coff:e is brought to the state rooms
every morning at 7 o’clock; nt 9 comes

breakfast ; at 12 lanch ; at 4 dinger; at
7 tea. From tea until 11 o’clock, when all
the lights are extinguished. card playing is
the almost aniversal amnsement. When the
weather is fine, there is a good deal (f
promenading on deck, but during this voy-
age the motion of the steamer bas been 85
nisteady as to make it difficalt to take ex-
ercise in that way. A few of thepassengers
read, but a still smaller number read any-
thing except the trashiest novels. On the
whole, life on ship-board resembles the aim-
less life of vacuity aud frivolity at watering
places ; if possible it is duller and more
monutonous, . All the songsin praise of the
sea were written on shore. There may be
poe'ry in some of them, but there is no
trath. The ocean is indeed a glorious ob
Ject when viewed from land, but the sight
of it is the only thing about it enjoyable
Si.nce I left home I have sailed abeut 5.800
wiles, and if there wero any way of gefting
back to Virginia, by land, I would avail
myself of it, even if I had to travel twice
5,800 miles. ;

I have spent foor Suvdays at sea during
this voyage. 1 sent you an aceount of our
service on the steamer Conway, between

. was, must be regarded as one of the most

r 136 That the disruption was caused by

sions under which they had labored. and
given them a clearer idea of our position
thau they had been able to form before.—
Perbaps you would like to know how I
treated the subjoct in a lecture to such an
audience. The outline was something like
this. After a suitable introduction, [ stated
that to break up a Union such a$ onrs once

important events in American history, and
one which had already affscted the interests
of a great part of Ilarope. The dismem-
bartnent of the Usion had resnlted in war
—a gigantic and afroeions. war, for which
one of the contending parties was responsi-
ble, and cught to be held to strict acconnta
bility ; and thet I would.proceed to show
where the guilt really rested. I then took
up asd refuted the thres ‘positions: which [
found some of the English on hLorrd were
hoglisg—some contending for one, and
others for another,

fzctions and aisappointed demagogues.

This [ disproved by giving a_history of
our State Conventions ; showing how thay
were made up of judges, lawyers. planters,
divines, men from every honorzble calling
in snciety, men who deliberated gravely,
and long —especially in the case of Virginia
--—-the meetings being dpened daily with
prayer, and the fiaal vote made by our bess
and wisest men, in full view of the solemni-
ty of the zct they were performing.

21. That the object of the formation of
the Confederacy was to re open the African
slave trade. This was easily refoted, as I
had acopy of our Constitution with me, from
which I read Art. 1., Sec. 9

3d. That the Sonthern States seceded be-
cause Lincoln was elected, althongh the
Northern States had submitted to the rule
of so many Southern Présidents. This I
showed was & fallacy, inasmuch as Southern
Presidents had always been elected by
Nortbern as well as Sounthern votes, while
Lincoln's election was by a strictly sectional
vote—and that even rkat wasnot the cause,
but the accasion of the disruption.

I then argued thatif there was good rea-
son for separation, the wvery organization of
our Republic made it a justifiobie act 1nas-
much as it was not a consolidation, but a
compact between Sovereign States, three of

resums taeir delegated powers if ivjared or
oppressed, at the time when the ed-partner-
ship. called the United States, was formed.

I then argued that there was good cause
for the resumption of theso delegated pow
ers by the Southern States, because the
Union had been unjustand oppressive com-
wercially, and becavse the North had
through State Legislation, organized con
spiracies, and private efforts, made long and
aystematic warfare upon the domestic insti-
tutions and social life of the South.

Next I showed what efforts we had made
for pence—South,Carolina sending commis-
sioners to Washington before Buchapan's
term expired. proposing an amicable adjust-
ment—the purchase of Ugited States prop-
erty within her borders, &c, and the aele-
gation sent from Virginia, during the session

Congress, &e., all unavailing to arrest the
bloody ediet of coercion.

My next head was our present condition
and prospects . in the Confederacy. As
omens of success I dwelt on, 1st. The
fact that our people are united—firmly and

Cuba and 8t. Thomas, in my last Jetter.—
Op both of tho suceeeding Sabbathe I offi-

unalterably resolved never to abandon the
contest until Tedependence is secyred. 24,

whom had expressly declared their right to |.

of the Convention—the efforts of the peace |-

That they bear their sau fizes cheerfully,
patents giving not only contributions in the
way of money, and supplies botmothers giv-
ing their sons with the epiris of the Spartan
moiher who said to her son on goiug to bat-
tie, “Return with youar shield, oronis” 81
The character of our volunteers; yearniog
_for home and peace, yet resolved never to
have either at the price of submission. 4th.
The reiigions element of onr army. and the
piety of wany of our highest officers. I
gave them a sketch of Jackson and Lee—
and closed with gord wishes for the Gov-
ernments represented before me, and for oy
bearers individually.
Sach was the outlines ¢f the address, and
I hope I sowed some good sezd which will
be widely ecattered. 1 believe I omitted
to state that the captain gave the sailors a
half holiday that they might attend.
I may have occasion to address andiences
iv England on this subject, and if so. it was
well enough to begin on ship boary, by way
of getting my hand in. cr tongae rather.
. LoNpoN. Janoary 31st.
Head winds prevented cor arrival ab
Southampton until this morning. Wé ran
into Sonthawpton just as another heavy gale
was tiding.  Signals s ere made to vatward
bound vessels in the charnel not to leave
port, in consequence of thestorm just com
ing in frem the sea. How grateful I felt to
have ezeaped it, and to be permitged to step
on shore again. Oue detention at the Cus
tom House was brief, and we took the 3
o'clock P. M., train for London ; arrived at
6; and drove directly to the Colonnade
Hotel, where I am now writing, well. and I
trust devoutly thankful to God for all his
preserving care during the long and peril-
ous voyage., Having spent four Sabbaths
ab sea since I left home, I anticipate with
grreat pleasurs the privilege of spending to-
morrow in circamsfances more favorable to
the right improvewent of the day. It is ray
purpose to hear Di. Comming in the morn-
ing, and to attew® the afiernoon service in
Westwminster Abbey. M. D. H.
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Extortion.
NO. VI.
ITS EFFECTS.

B-fore proceeding to consider the Ofjecc-
tions that can be raised against sll these
reasonings, and which will lead us into the
profounder regious of the whole discussion,
it is proposed to add to the argaments from
reason that have been thus far adduced,
those from expediencs; in other words to
state the practical ¢f ¢fs of extortion, aud
under six heads, v z: (1) its Fnancial. (17)
National. (L11) Social (1V) Personal (V)

. Milutary. and (Vi) Riligious. ff cts; and 1»

the distinet order in which we have thus
.announced thew.

L. First, its Financial eff:c's.

A nation cau carry oen a war like this
only in twe weys, either first, by paying as
it goes, or second by promissory pledges
that are to be nged instead of treasure.—
¥rance tried to do the former, and succeed+
ed to sone extent.. We think all men will
sgree that we have to do the latter.

Napoleon. with armies at his back, and
levying on cesquered people. could for a
leng time gather, with a thick populated
empire, aud with the sale of Louisiana, and
of more important national domaius, enough
money to pay his way ; but with armies lar
greater than his, gnd from a less popula:
tion, and with far more expensive wages
and iostruments of war, that course on our
patt is impossible.

Issuing - paper. therefore, our finences
plungo at once.into what the physicists call
a state of unstable equilibriom, thatis, into
that singular pose in which price aud car-
rency begin to work roin with each other.
Iiis that tantaliziag state in which most
people are convinced that if any thing could
bur keep down the price, government would
not issue more notes than by futore taxa-
ton it could pay, and, therefore, that the
longest war could be triumphantly maio-
tained, if the people would but put faith in
the stability of the State, and treat i*s obli-
gations as answering to the amounts that it
will hereafter be called upon to redeem.
This faith, however, is the thing svbject to
the singular re actions we are about to men-
tion. The least advance in price obliges
the government of conrse to increase its
carrency. The least increass of currency
leads by inevitable connectivns to an ad-
vance in price. And though this works lit-
tle misc ief at flzst, yet when it getsin mo-
tion the influence is utterly overwhelming:
I leads so inevitably to the destruction of
dinance, that the people will not invest any
thing in permanent, stocks, and keeping
these promises afloat, they become weaker
and weaker for fulfilling the functions of the
government.

In this state of things many a publicist
has declared that causes g0 obvions should
be met by actual legislation, that these two
rail cars that are thundeiing on. should be
supplied with necessary breaks; and that
a3 price cannot give any aid to currency, or
carrency throw any relief to price, but on
the contrary are hurrying each other on,

they shounld both be checked up by govern- |

ment.-—price by fixing a tariff to be ascer-
tained by law, and currency by enforcing a

ovliged to ask them. ' ltis he that has eu-
Jdarged the leak, till it has flowed into all
the compartments of the vessel. And though
by our very statements, as above, it proves
to ba the case that prices would have ruled
high at any rate, he has made them rule
higher, and has inflicted the sturtling blows
tba.? have been felt upon the credis of the
nation. !
{ IL Itis easy to see thereforo the Ni-
tional cffects. -

We snall go out of this war with a great
natidoal debs.  With onr sparse population
and dearth of pecaniary capital, it will be,
!as is often said, a delay of onr noblest na-
jdertakings for many & long year to come.

The net work of railroads, that might have

ibeen run over all our Srates, the tapping

of the West, the chawpionship of the Sea,

will all be things that will have to be waited

for under these perpetual taxatiovs.  Men '
will have to g0 to their graves, and s new
South will see the glovies of our destiny.
This could be borge like any other bardship
of the war; yet not so easily, if it were the
work of the extortioner: if a fow men threw
the stone into the lake, which seut the cir-
cles of discredit all over the Confederacy;
if they. piled the debt; if they pub on the
last burdens that mads i press the most;
nay, if they started 85 early in the race,
and kept 80 steadily on in advance of the
wore deserving of the people, that it may
be said.—These were always most in view
whon confilence most was weakened during
the continusnce of ouy struggle, and these
were the cases that alarmed the public mind
when every thing was shaken, and had moss
to do with the heavy apgregate of the debt
when peace came to cut short its accamula-
tion.

These ave the views that we présent nnder
the most favorable aspect of our condition.
But alas! what if we have no pubiic deby!
What if we plunge into that last and most
dreadful catastrophe of nations, entira and
remediless repudiation | What if the legis-
latare proposes no check, and tha car goes
thundering oun and takes the last leap 1ato
the gulf of national disgrace forever ! It
i3 but a question of time. If Corgress
keeps off her kand, and the war coatinues,
and these worms still gnaw upon the heart
of the community, the panic will grow worse
at last. Baskets full will have to be given
of these Confederate notes, as in ‘old Colo-
nial histery. The extortioners long ago
will have fixed their gaios, as they are doing
in the realty of the country, and will stand
up side by side with the best aad traest of
her citizens; and unaless there is a'God in
heaven, it my hardly be known that these
are the men who, if they had kept their
hand «ff from these unfortunate rates, might
have allowed the.whole contest time to com
plete itself, before such a fatal catastrophe,
avd might bave avoided quickening the re-

!

sult, so that it might never bave reached
those wost terrible ratios of progression.

Moreover, battles must be fought when
this war of ourindependence has been com-
pleted. We have a.weak pointin our midst,
88 concerns the opinicn of Christendom —
And though Ged iz writing on the very
frontals of the aky his te~chings in respect
to this domestic institution, man must have
his period for each particular insanity.—
#T'he South has to eatlive the fanaticisms of
the people; aud as bloody wars now fol-
low, as almost a fashionable cause, religions
and woral gquestions, and that on both sides
of the sea, bloody fights may ve enkindled,
and with other than our own Nerthern foes,
if Spain and we are nearly the only por-
tions of the race that ara marked with the
belief that slavery is consistent with the
doetrines of religion. 3 :

Now this is a high voeation, if we are fit
for it. )
¢ Truth erushed to earth w'll rise sgain

The eteroal fesrs of God are hers;

and if we land with our trust some genera-
tions hence npon a better arena of history,
aud when the world shall have unlegraned
|iis sad mistake in respect to the keeping of
this belpless people, it will be well; bus
how sad a start 10 this battle of morality,
if we begin with a wretched repudiation.

I1i. And this leads ns in the third place
to speak of the social effucts.

Aristocracy is 28 much a need of a social
state a3 commerce or the division of labor.
It is the throwing up of the land abave the
dead level, that would make it a desert or
a marsh, and giving us a water shed to en-
rich and fertilizs the territory. Aristocraey
well exist; and as long ag one man strives
harder than his fellow, and Providence dis-
criminates events, there will he aristocrats,
and it is felt that no one will deny the pe-
sition that if we are to have thewm, it is bet-
ter to bave (hem in some degree worthy to
enjoy their elevation.

Now one sees at a glance the effect of
the evil we have been considering, upon the
aristocracy of the country. It new-forms it
jast like a social earthqaake.  °

Now if it were the mere upheaval of val-
leys that had long time lain at the foot, and
bringing down mountaius it might be a faic
exchange, but what if neither mounteins
oor valleys of generous sort are raised up,
but the meanest spots of God's earth; in
other words if this war is to make a spuri-
ous and mean aristocracy at the South; if
there is to be a winnowing process, and men
too noble to stay at home, or to extort, are
{to go down, and men quite greedy to do

loan to absorb its emissions among the' both are to go up. then what sort of an

peonle,

Now till this be done. or (most serious of |

all, and-in o high degree. most probable) if
this be not done, then we'are left to time,
and the advent of an early peace as our
only hope of arresting the disaster; and in
that case how desperate the part that the
extortioner acts in ruiniog the currency.—
He began the process of decline before any
ouo clse was scarcely thinking of it. He
started the rail car in its treachercus de-
scent. And to this day, as -confidence’
looks at the most prominent objects in the
field, it is his exorbitant rates that attract
most atteation ; they are the most shocking
rates and breed most alarms, and in that
baseless condition of the curreuey that we
have tried to picture forth, they give it the
rudest : b ikes, and will have most to do with
quickening its journey into ruin-

The vast majority of chargings, as we
have already said, may be entirely proper,
bnt then what is more startling still, they
have been made proper by the work of the
extortioner. It is he that has raised the
rates, till more right-doing men hove been

aristocracy shall we have in this Southern
conntry ¢

We d> not doubt that God in his justice
will do right in the final end ; nor the truth
of his word that ¢“Wealth gotten by vanity
shall be diminished;” but what sort of an
evil must that be which depends npon the
sheerest judgments to set right a resalt
which otherwise would be perfectly dreadful
all over the land!

IV. Then in the fourth place, the Per-
sonal «ffects will now appear in altogether a
different light. 3 . ;

It is the good who are suffering. When
extortioners teach that the sufferings of the
people have not really increased, the reason
18 that it is the good who are suffering; men
who are in hopes of getting over the worst,
and are therefore saying very little about it.
Boggary is the ouly public suffering. And
as beggary is a point to which the men who
have fought these battles are slow to ar-
rive, the very heroism of the South is con-
cealing its distress. It will only be known
after the war what some men have endured.
Aud as old paupers are stepping forward

o

for the relief, pauperism, as it superficially
appears, is unusually provided for, while
suiffaring, and that on the pait of the ne-
blest in these States is deepening; and grow-
ing bitter day by day. A

V. We epeak, therefore, fifthly, of certain
Mditary ffects.

Courage a3 it existed. at the South is a
treasure too great to be estimated by any |
standard of values. It is our army, and
navy, and money. anl manitions of battle
all combined, ‘The world has naver seen
the like of it. 1t bas made our generals—
like the firo: wing in the szils of a ship that
makes the pilots’ arp easy. It has beeun
8bubborn like the courago of the Dateh, and
yetfaricus; it has been intelligent; and acry
of anguish has gone up, that-snch soldierg
should be sacrificed even for our liberties.

It is a shame to abuse such courage,
theugh it be too generous toresent it. Aud
fighting as our soldiers have with such na-
complaining fortitude, exhbiting this mar-
vellous dash in taking batteries, when too

bungry almost to stagger along the way.

feling the hardships of the service, till|"

apectators of their squalid looks bepin fo
doubt whather they cau feel as sll, it seems
Jbardly a homan set 1o oppress them with

WHOLE NO. 378,

your mind what is best and most prudent.

“The church seldom needs a bridle, but
often aspur. Many are fruitfal in objections,
but barren in actions, 7ich in wet blankets,
but poor in Christian love.” The motive

power is the sawe as Paul's. “The lobe of
Christ constraineth us.

POETRY,

Fear ot

[The following is remarkable as having
been often sung by Gustavas Adolphus with*
his army. It was composed by Altenberg,
and bore the title, A heart-cheeriug song
of comfort on the watechword of the Evan-
gelical Army in the battle of Leipsic, Sep-
tember 7uh, 1631, God be with us.”]

Fear not, O little flock, the fos
Who madly seeks your overthrow,

Dread not his rage and power:
What though your conrage sometimes faints
His seeming triomph o’er God’s saints
Lasts bat a little hour.

Be of good cheer; your cause belongs
To Him who can avenge yonr wrongs ;

anythiog, and above &ll with that keeresty: Leave it to Him our Lord.

pang of hearing from their families either
of their beggary or rain.

Moreover, it is not only a shame, but is
thera not some danger? We are trading
with our last hupe, when we are trading
upon the courage of our people; and if they
learn to look with more bitterness upon the
Yankees they bave left at home, than upon
those that mees them in the fight, it may ab
least take off that last edge of spirit, every

“atom of which is needed for the liberties of
cur country. 3

More,ver, the enemy learn everything in
our widst. If they hear of these extortion-
ate mates; if they cateh from def ated pri-
soners in their mowment of despondency some
murmurs of complaint; if they hear of the
condition of our currency ; if they draw from
tie state of our supplies, ideas of ovr power
to hold out, which hoarding rather than
searcity may easily bave produced, it may
all have this military effict,—of actuslly
continuing the wav, and of course, there-
fore, of ocearioning the famine that other-
wise we might be able to be spared.

* The poor soldier, thongh he gives his life
in thizs conflict with no better monument
than that to the “Unrecorded Daad,” never-
theless has a vindication on high: and if our
Southero land grows too effete in selfish
ness, and too extreme in these plans of be
ing rich, that are bailt on tha eourage of
he poor, the scale will turn. We rejoice
in what we said in the beginning, that there
.ave few of these extreme oppressions. DBab
alas! so great is the iuflience even of one—
that in Virginia, this great Siate, and in
the E st or in the West, whichever it may

:Tho'ug'n hidden yet from all our eves
He sees the Gideon who shall rize
= To save us, and His word.

As true as God’s own word ia true,

Not earth or hell with all their crew
Against ns shall prevail.

A jest and byword are they grown:

God is with ug, we are His own,
Our victory cannot fail.

Amen, Lord Jesus, graat our prayer!
Great Captain, now Thine arm make bare;
Fight for us once agsin!
So shall thy eaints and martyrs raise
A mighty chorns to thy praise,
Werld withont end.  Amen.

CHLLDRENS' COLUMN.

I'OR THE CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN.

A Happ;;!eeting.

BY PHILIP BARRETT-
°

Bat a ghort time after the memorable bat-
tle of Bathel—now# a sacred name in South-
ern hearts apd at Southern homes—1 was
standing at the door of my tent in cenver-
sation with the hero of that first victory
which crowned our arms. We were encaw ped-
ou the beach jast below the bills of York-
town ;—above us as far as the eye could
reach, the white-rowed tents, filled with
strovg arms and stout hearte, streteched over
those noted plains ; at our feet the calm,
placid waters cf the lovely river long bright

chance to be——or in Richmond, or in Staun-
ton, or in any centre of the people, one fair
transgressor, to exeuse msen on the road to
sin, i3 an incalenlable ill to bring down the

‘bitterest judgmonts upon the heart.of the

“Confederacy. e g

5o little does a man know his influenca,
that we believe there are single men, who,
if they bad acted d:ffrently during this war,
would have altered the prices-current of the
States; would bave made less the emissions
of the goverment; would have made diffsr
ent the behaviour of whola tribes of the
more respectable of the business men; wonld
have protected the ciiizens of the connties
where they lived ; would have done honor
to God, and would have left 2 name to their
family and race, that would have been a far
betier legacy to them, than the sparious
wealth that can be wrung unfairly from the
wants of their victims.

VI. Then, lastly, the Religious cffects.

These are obyicas. :

If our charch is to be born with a fiae
new life, she must shake off from the begin-
ning any such things as these. She must
not lower berself to any such s*andard, un-
less to realize the scandal of hér enemies.
If principles which these acts would con-
template as allowed, are to rule in the
churches of our Confederacy, then indeed
Christ is made a minister of sin, and that
power which elders have and officers of the
charch, and which they have slowly acquired
as the fruit of the purity of others, will
have become a great engine of transgres-
sion, & means of giving confilenca to sin,
when no other support could so readily sus-
tain it. ALAMBY.

As Ye Go---Preach.

Iu the cars, on the boat, in the stage, in
large compavies or small. Every man has a
sonl. The Gospel e salvation is to every
creature. -

The commission binds every Christian to
make it known; opportoniiy creates obliga-
tion; don’t let it pass, it may never come
again. *‘By inattention,” said the faithful
Henry Martyn, I lost the best opportunity
I had for a long time for usefulness in
India.” §

A word fitly suoken or in season, is like

- apples of gold in pictures of silver.—Prov.
xxv: 11. A single word may arrest atten
tlon.

Lifting up his handsin exclamation over
a dying man who had been in his company a
fow minates before. said Dr. Chalmers,
*never before in my life did I see the force
of that text, ‘Preach the word—be instant
in season and out of'season.’” Had I spoken
to him of his scul and eternity, it would
have been cousidered out of scason—but it
would have been in season.”

We never have seen the idea. as ye- go—
preach carried out so fully as in the life of
the late Dr. John Breckenridge. Ia the
pulpit he preached—

As if he ne'sr would preach again

Aud as a dying men to dyiog men.
Not only earnestness, tenderness and fidelity
there, but in whatever company, at the fira
side, public table, in the stage coach, walk-
ing the street. The meanest slave received
his attentions as readily as a man of place.

So to preach we must have in our eye and
our heart the Master's business. We must
realize that the man we meet to-day we may
to morrow meet at the bar of God. He may
appear hopeless, but God may send a word
which will reach his heart. Use jour oppor-
tunity.
~ Don'tlet a soul perish because you can’t
take a boat out to him. Give him a plank,
throw him' & rope any way, but be earnest
about it lest he drowa beford you makeup

and beautifal in the sun-light of the opening
day. ;

There was one other who made up our lit
tle circle. He was a gallant yoang soldier
who for nine long hours stood ah his gun as
it rained its iron torrents of shot and shell
upon the shattered raunksof the enemy.—
His form was erect. his keen-gray eye as
piercing as thab of the eazle’s ; his brow was
bronzed by long exposare to the beating
rays of a hot Peninsula sun ; his cheek was
stamed with powder ; yet he seemed to feel
a conscious pride in being even ¢a private
in the ravks” in this gallant little band
which had first met and beaten the enemy
on Ssuthern soil. 3

The attention of the gallant officer, whose
name is now familiar as household words to
every child in our Confederacy, sesmed
drawvn towarda the young soldier, as he
gtood silently listening to his remarks on
the deepening interest of our soldiers in
religion, and the pleasure he explained at
the larga tura out.of his regiment the night
before to hear the ““Gospal of the Son of
Gnd"i

There evidently were features in that no-
ble young face which he had seen before.—
Warmly pressing the rongh hand of the sol-
dier—boy, said he to him, *Are yon not the
little B. who' was once a member of my -
Sabbath school class in Lexington, Va9

whom he had felt a delicacy in approaching,
tlte young man’s heart seemed o beat with
inexpressibledelight, while his cheek glowed
with unosual warmth, ant a bright tear
added a new lastre to his clear eye.

it was beyond a doubt the happiest meet-
ing I ever saw. For long years they had
teen separated. They had both, though in
| far diflerent positions, passad throngh the
ron-hail which rattled all around thém be-
hind the earthworks of Bethel.

God bad teken carve of them ; for “Ha
was there, though they knew it not.” When
they parted, this gallant young soldier was
a wayward, thoughtless boy. Now they
met both fighting under the sawe banners
—they were soldiers of the Cross, and sol-
diers ¢f the Confederacy. P

Bith of these soldiers bave passed un-
harmed threugh nearly all of the battles of
our revolution. The teacher has risen to
the - higbest positions of our army; the
scholar still stands by his gun, though both
he and it have seen two Jong years of hard
service, end most ot all, stands by the Cross
of Christ.

This little incident, my dear young friends,
is full of interest and instruction. i

It teaches how wonderfal are God’s deal-
ings with us ; for he had atrangely preserved
through many years, and at lass broughb
together a teacher and his scholar who had
almost entirely forgotten each other. i

It should also impress upon your minds
the greas value of the instructions which
you are receiving from your teachers, and
that you should always cherish the strongest
iove for them.

To the teacher, it is fall of comfort, “In
the morning sow thy seed,” and leave the
rest with God. 7 ;

To those who think it impossible for the
soldier to be a Christian, we would say, ‘‘If
General Hill thonght it a pleasure and a
privilege, amid the din and tumult of war
to recognize an old Sabbath school scholar,
sarely it is .ime for cav.lllera to 'be silent on
this subject ;. for with l}lm, as with another,
one of the heroes of this war, also a teacher
in this same school, consistent piety has nof
been found at all incompatible with the
duties of military life.”

R‘zral Retirement. Lunenburg, Va.

Arquaint youreelves with your elves.
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At these words from his dear old teacher, .
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