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SELLING AT THE MARKET PRICE.

(continued.)
2 Our second.argumen* is, that there is

no other practicable yule of selling, which
can be used as a substitute for the market-
price. The only substitute we have heard
proposed is what is calic-d "a.fair •price,”—

Now selling at "a fair price” seems to be a
very honest way of doing business, and men
often talk of it in their dealings with very
serious countenances; but it would icquire
a very wise generation to measure 'values
by it. .Men who bay and sell again, as mer-
chants, and those manufacturers and me-
chanics who turn out their stock quickly,
might form a just estimate of what profit
they were fairly entitled to. But even with
them there would be more honest embar-
rassment and diversity of judgement than
would at fi-st be supposed. A bar-keeper
once refused to pay the bill of-the school-
mistress for teaching his child, because in
his opinion he was entitled to as wood wages
as the teacher, and did not get them, lie
worked early and late and got but fifty dol-
lars a quarter ; whilst she worked but six
hours a day for five days in the week, and
if her bills were all paid, she would got a
hundred dollars a quarter 1 This was not
fair, and he didn’t mean to submit to it.— I
lu this reasoning there was no doubt a dash !
of rascality, but it i.fforik a pretty good il ;
lustration of the sort of reasoning wo should ihave under a “fair price” system. ‘-Where I
self the wavering balance shakes, ’tis rare-j
ly right adjusted.” Every man naturally
values himself, his property, and his own
doings at a high rat®. There is a very com-
mon impression among men who live by phy-
sical labor, that they are the victims of great
injustice. Leave every man to set his own
price, and the well-digger who not only has ;
to work bard every day, but ia in constant :
jeopardy cf his life from the caving in of ithe earth above Him, or the premature ex-
plosion of the blast beneath him,, will in
perfect honesty of mind claim better’pay
than the comfortable judge, who apparently
does nothing but sit half asleep in a high-
backed chair in the court-house fur a few
days in each month. Depend upon if, this
is the wrong road to low prices 1

But supposing we could induce men to ;

regard the old ideas of relative proportion i
as just and equitable,-ail producers and ■dealers would still find themselves greatly ;
perplexed in trying to fix upon “a fair |
price.” As the farmer is the fundamental !
type of the citizen, let us see how he would
settle with his conscience under the new
regime. Here is one who has 100 barrels of
flour to sell at a “fair price.” His first bu-
siness is to determine what would be a fair
price : but hie liihor, hoc opus esC. He has
been ordered to regulate his price by the
cost of production. But what did his flour
cost him ? Not one in ten farmers can tell |
what ft costs to raise a bushel of wheat ip
ordinary times, and not one in a hundred
can tell what the crop of 1802 cost. Sup-
posing however by a laborious calculation,
ho could approximate to the cost of the
wheat crop alone, his work is not done, for
he is entitled to consider the total results of'
the year’s operations. If his crops of corn
and oats have failed, the deficiency may fair-
ly be made up on the wheat. Still further
he has a right to consider the fac.t that'the
current expenses of bis family have greatly
increased. And what is still more important,
he has sowed another crop, at a greatly in-
creased expense per acre and yet greatly
reduced in breadtkby reason of tbs drought.
What is to be the fate of this growing crop
is shrouded in a peculiar gloom and uncer-
tainty. The enemy may waste it, or prices
may below. Ho knows very well that when
prices fall below the cost of production, he
will have no moral thunder from any qnar-
6er to protect him against loss, and even
could he command all the thunders of ihe
fabled Olympus, and all the tears of Niobe,

' he could not induce cither saint or sinnei td
—give htm one'cent above tbs market price.

All these and many other elements justice
brings in the calculation, and by the time
the honest farmer has seen the intricate and
involved nature of' the problem be is re-
qaiiedto. solve, he will find himself very
much in the mental condition of Sydney
Smith’s sowing girl, who “never could make
up her mind.”

There will be many to exhort him to con-
sider the wants of the poor. But here is
introduced a totally different principle,
namely, charity: and the moment that is
made an element in the calculation, one of
two things happens, either the whole “fair
price” principle vanishes, or the price goes
up on what is the law of “fair price.”
By this law a man is entitled to a just re-
numeration for his expenditure of capital
and labor. In (his calculation charity has
no part: it is simply a question of abstract
justice to the producer. The question of
charity to others is logically subsequent to
the question of justice to himself. Having
first determined what profit he is justly en-
titled to, he may then properly inquire what
proportion of this profit be can or ought to
spare for the benefit of the poor. Having
determined this, his next question is as to
the mode of bestowal. lie may either sell
Lie flour, la wholo or in part, directly to the
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POETRY.

Happy the Man!
“Hero lam liko a ship at anchor, in a

e;ind bound condition, longing to sail to
the haven of eternal rest. O what a daywhen I shall behold his face! I now findhim the shadow of a great rock far refuge,
and as rivers of water for refreshment. Ihave peace and quietness now ; and assur-
ance forever in that which he calls me to
possess.”

" So spake Aspasio, firm possesbO: faith’s supporting rod ;

Then breathed Ua soul into its rest,
The bosom of his God.

Ho was a man among the few,
Sincere on virtue’s aide ;

And ail his strength from Scripture drew,
To boifflj use apply’d.

That rule he prized, by that he feared,
rlo hated, hoped and lovod ;

iNor ever frowned, nor sad appeared,
But when his heart bad, roved.

_ ,r on be was frail as thou or I,
And evil,felt within;
But when he felt it, heaved a sigh,.And loathed the thought of sin.

Such lived Aspasio; and at last,
Called up from earth* to heaven ;

The gulf of death triumphant passed
By gales of blessings driven.

'His joys be mine —each reader cries,
'When my last hour arrives;’
They shall be yours, ray verse replies,
Such, only be your lives.

CHILDRENS* 'COLUMN.
A Penny.

‘A puny I have, it’s all my own,”
Little n.arletirt exclaimed iu a lively tone.
“I cannot do n'u»>h with a penny, I fe.;r ;

Bm I’ 1 buy mysaJf something td eat or wear.”
“A penny I have,” little Maiy said,
And she thoughtfully raised her hand to her head.

missions ai-d schools want money, I know,
But I fear ’tis little a penny t an do.”

So Charlotte ran t ft', and some apples she bought,
While Mary her mite to the mission box brought.
And w ich of them, think you, morecheexfu'ly smiled?
And which cf the two was the happier child ?

What a Little Boy Bid,

“Children, these of you who will bring
new scholars, to the school sljall be rewarded
with some nice books,” said the kind-hearted
superintendent of a Sunday school iu Ken-
tuck,' to his scholars one Sabbath.

can't get any new scholars,” said seve-
ral of the children to themselves.

“i’ll fry what l can do,” was the whis-
pered response of a few. others.

One of the latter class went right home
,r.*i— —i

j “Father, will you go to Sabbath-school
I wilt rac ?

1 “I can’t read, my son,” replied the father,
I with a i.K.k of shv.mr,

‘ Our leathers will teach yon, dear father,”
answered the boy, with respect and feeling
in Ms tones.

“Well, I'll go,” said tho father.
He went, learned to read, sought and

found the Saviour,.and at length became a
colporteur. Four years passed, and that
man had established four hundred Sunday
schools, into which thirtyfive thousand chil-
dren were gathered !

Thus you see what trying did. That boy’s
effort was like a tiny rill, which soon swells
into a brook, and at-Jength becomes a river.
His yffjrt saved his father, and his father
being saved, led thirty five thousandchildrcn
to Sabbath-school ! Children, you must
put faith in trying.

Our Children.
When we see the monks of the thirteenth

century assembling an army of children, for
therecovery of “the holy land”-from the
mu-rule of the “infidel,” and appealing for
th* inspiration of their enterprise, to Ihe
-words of the Psalmist, “Out of the month
of babes and sucklings hast Thou perfected
praise,”—what shall we say ? We cannot
say that these wordshad not a meaning and a
power for that time, since they have a mean-
ing and a power for all times. We must
say that the error’ of the movement con-
sisted in what children were incited to per-
forin as a work of the Lord, not in the be-
lief that there is a work of tho Lord which
children mr.y .perform—for this is precious
truth.

But is it not more important to enquire
whether we have read this truth alight V Do
we properly realize that Jesns, as “the Cap-
tain of their saivation,” has a present, urgent
claim on our children ? Have we felt, as
r e should feel, that even in the tenderness
of their early years, it becomes them to en-
list in His army of “the called, and chosen,
and faithful ? Is it a matter of anxiety with
us that they should be invested now with the
panoply of spiritual warfare—a matter of
grief that they are not ? Oh, do we yearn,
and pray, and labor, that they may be nun
bered with the “lit'le ones” out of whose
mouth God perfects His praise, as the God
.ho from ell stages of life gathers many

sons into glory—gathers most from the
first, infirmest slages ? If these things are
not so, then is our. error as great and as
ruinous, as the error of the monks. Who
shall say whether we or they will incur the
severest condemnation- at the bar of final
judgment?—Religious Herald.

Resignation.—Philosophy may infuse
stubbornness—religion only can give pa
lienee. The one may force the confession—-
“Thy will be done the other puts still-
ness and submission into the words, and
makes them real. The Divine Sovereignty,
reverently acknowledged end applied—at
once silences and satisfies.

AsHant sweet things are poison, so many
bitter things are medicine.

The Kingdom of God.—lf worth seek-
ing for at all, it is worth seeking first: if
not sought first, never sought at all.

A Present Savioue—is the maito dis-
pliyed upon the front galo of tho Gospel.

WHOLE NO. 369.
Conversion of Eev. Dr. Baker.
Ife hod deep religious convictions inyouth, and felt great anxiety about salva-

tion ; but these serious thoughts almost en-tirely left him when in a house of business
at Savannah. The sudden death of a wicked
companion was the means of his re-awaken-

He thus describes it
x had been playing cards with him a

re* nights before; he was then the verypicture of health. And is Yanderlot dead ?
Oi dreadful, thought 1 ; he certainly was
not prepared. And what if I had been
taken ! That afternoon I attended hisfun-
® never forget the occasion; Itelt awful. Ivly young companion takenaway in his sins ! —suddenly, and without
warning ! What sakl Ito myself, over andover again, what if I had been taken ! I
was as a blind man whoce eyes had been
opened just as he had reach the brink of an
awful precipice. By the grace of God my

- soul was thoroughly aroused ; my mind was
| made up, and 1 resolved that I would no

j longer neglect the salvation of my soul. Ijresumed private prayer, I wanted a Bible
I to read, particularly at night; but I had
neither ,BibJe nor Testament, nor was there
org ia the house. Oh, I would be willing
to give almost anything in the world for a
Bible.” It was with great difficulty that he
could summon courage to go into the book-
store to buy a copy of the Scriptures from
the clerk, who was one of his companions.
At length he entered, and said, “Mills, have
you any Testaments for sale?” addingquickly, “But I don’t want it for myself.”
“What a wonder,” he records, “the Spiritof God did not leave me at the moment!”
I’he Bible, however, proved his guide ; and
after he had found peace to his soul, he de-
termined to enter the ministry.

Ho Smith in the Land.
Will the render turn to'the 13th chapter

of IstSamucl, and read the 19ih, 20th, and
2Ut verses? “Now there was no smith
found throughout the land of Israel, (for the
PnilistineS said, Lest the Hebrews make
them swords and spears ;) but all the Is-
raelites went down to tne Philistines, to
sharpen every man his share, and his coul-
ter, and his axe, and his mattock. Yet they
had a file' for the mattocks, and for the
coulters, and for the forks, and for the axes,
and to sharpen the goads.” The Israelites
were very much in the clutches of the Phil-
istines ; there was not a smith in the land ;

and when blacksmith work was needed, they
had to go to their enemies.

This passage, though not in all respects
applicable to oar Confederate States, yet is

i well calculated to remind us of what has
; been our dependent condition. There has
been a great scarcity of smiths. We have

; had to go abroad to get our coulters shar-
pened. True, we.lsare had a few files for
the mattocks, and to sharphen the goads ;

wo have printed and published a few re-
i ligious books, tracts, and primers ; but as
to t.hft "roat, anti glorious work of prattling

J the Bibio in type, and sending it out from
i our own printing houses, tee have no smiths
in the laud. The war and, the blockade,

j however, are driving us to the necessity of
I making and sharpening our own coulters.
Our smiths are at work on the Bible, and

j on Spelling books, and other school books,
i The land will now be better cultivated. We
shah have the means of industry and de-
fence in our own hands hereafter, and re-
tain them if we are wise.—N. C. Pres.

■

Consanguineous Marriages.
The following statistics in regard to the

effect upon offspring, of marriages between
blood relations, has been prepared with the
hope of calling of attention to and dis-
couraging such marriages. There is a law
of nature which forbids such a union of
kindred, although the penalty falls more se-
verely upon the children than upon the pa-
rents.

Dr. Millingen, of Dublin, ascertained the
situation of 154 families, the heads of which
were related in the degrees of first, second,
and third cousins, and in which there were
100 children who were deaf and dumb.—
in 31 families there were 2 in each ; in 11
families, 3 in each ; in 3 families, 4 in each;
in one family 6 ; and in one family of 13
children, B.of them were deaf and dumb,
lie says nothing of other defects.

Dr. Buxton, of Liverpool, states that he
found 170 cases where the parents were re-
lated as above- In 109 of them,there were
in each family one child deaf and dumb ;

in 38, 2 children ; in 17, 3 children; in 3,
4 children ; in 1, G; in 1, 7 ; and in an-
other 8. He omits to state the whole num-
ber of children in thoie 109 families, or
whether any other defects existed, but here
are 269 who are deaf and dumb.

The first number of the Social Science
Review contains a paper on the statistics of
the birth of deaf and dumb children. Ac-
cording to M. Boudin, the result is a very
considerable per centage of deaf mutes.—
M. Boudin finds that consanguineous mar-
riages take place in Franco in the ratio of
2 per cent, of the population ; and that of
the issue of such marriages the proportion
of deaf end dumb children is 28 per cent,
in Paris, 23 at Lyons, and 30 at Bordeaux.
At Berlin he hm, discovered that the num-
ber of deaf and dumb children born of
Christian parents is 6 per cent., while that
of the children of Jewish parents is 27 per
cent.; a result which he attributes to the
fact that Jews intermarry with blood rela-
t'dns more frequently than Christians.

In Now England, adislirguished gentle-
man ascertained that in 17 families where
the parents were blood relations, there wore
.95 children, 44 of whom were idiotic, 12
scrofulous and puny, and 1 deaf. In one
of these families, of 8 children 5 were idi-
otic.

Dr. Bends, of Kentucky, reports, as the
results of careful rs searches by reliable gen-
tlemen throughout the United States, in the
relationship above named, 763 families, in
which were 3,588 children, and 2,331 of
them were defective ; among 154 children,
where the parents were double cousins, 133
of them were defective.

Etbhnitt : A present reality, where mad-
men will be brought to their senses in hope-
less conviction.

Ouk Knowledge is at the highest but a
mere atom compared with onr unsearchable
ignorance.

work under any system of communism.— !
Convince them that patriotism and humanity
forbid them from aggrandizing themselves
during our time of war—that ail must di
vide out their surplus profits —and the re-
sult will be that which attends all commun-
isticexperimentg—much talk and little work.
If we would maintain ourselves in this terri-
ble struggle, let our people be encouraged j
to work, as well as to give : remembering
that whatever promotes individual prosper-
ity promo.es the good of the whole.

We have now completed the body of this
discussion. Belonging as the subject does
to ethics and natural theology, as well as
to political economy, it seemed not inappro-
priate to the columns of a religious news-
papers. The natural laws of human society
are as truly the work of God, as those of the
physical world, and, in their essential char-
acter are equally wise and benign. The
wickedness of mankind tends to disturb their
healthful operation. And as the laws of the
physical world become benign in their in
flaence upon human society in proportion as
men under the teachings of religion and
science learn to use them aright, so the
natural laws ofbusiness under similar teach-
ings conduce more perfectly to the ends of
their crdioaltion. ,' O ‘ in both eases thelaw
most reign supreme, and the change must
be wrought in the perfection of man’s obe-
dience thereto : which proceeds pari passu
with the regeneration of the race.

Another article will conclude this series.
W. 11. R.

For THE Cestral Pucsbvterian.

A Word for Sabbath Schools.
Mr. E iitor,—Knowing the interest you

feel for the rising race, I will offer for pub-
lication an account of « Sabba'h School
meeting which I attended last Sabbath at
a destitute house of worship in Campbell
county, where I intend Deo iplentc to preach
monthly, I had given some intimations,
previously, both in public and private, about
the necessity of a Sunday school as soon as
the season would admit; but when E arrived
I found that a young Baptist minister had
already appointed to meet me there to or-
ganize the school. A large number of chil-
dren and adults ha 1 convened, and seemed
tJ be ready and ripe for the work. After
making some preliminary remarks, I preach-
ed a short sermon, and the Baptist brother
followed with an appropriate exhortation.
We proceeded directly to the work of or-
ganization, and soon had the pledges of a
multitude of scholars and teachers, expect-
ing to commence active operations in the
Spring. Bat before we adjourned a good
Baptist deacon whose praise is in all Uie
churches, rose and made a motion to go into
the work forthwith, and open the school
next Sabbath. The motion was seconded
and carried, and I think wo shall have a
largo school all the year, when the weather
will allow, and at a place where it is very
much needed. I should like to make seve-
ral remarks upon the special importance of
K .1.K...1. 0,1 -t- .' ,% ■'* ' p .

schools all over the country. Many of our
best teachers have died in the service of
their country, and many are still in service,
and the rising race are very much neglect-
ed. Should not every old man, every in-
valid who can, and every woman, take hold
of this subject at once, and do something
for our suffering country and the'church of
God? We have given an account of one
organized on the first Sabbath in January,
vrttfa the fail purpose of doing a good year’s
work, but wili notscorer and hundreds com-
mence by the first of March, and prove that
our men, women, and children, are good
soldiers in a good cause ? And I hope not
s few of them will'take your favorite paper
called “The Ch' hitens' Friend." The tal-
ent, taste, and Isberr.lify exhibited in it,
may well recommend it.. M. W. J.

Charlotte Co , in.

Illustration, of Faith.

A clergyman preaching at Exeter Hall,
England, among other illustrations related
an incident of his own early ministerial ex-
perience. Oue of his parishioners was an
old shoemaker, much afflicted, but very
godly. He had several sons, and one of
them went to the South Sea Fisheries, and
v/ae not heard of for three years. At length
the father received tidings that he had coma
into port seriously ill; he was brought home,
and the minister was sent for. Ho (the
preachci) visited (he poor dying sailor re

peatedly, and sought to put the gospel be-
fore him in the plainest terms. To exhibit
the nature of saving faith be used the simile
of a rope thrown-out from a ship and grasp-
ed by a man’perishing- in the water. After
much patient teaching thepoor man seemed
to realize the truth thus conveyed, though
still but feebly. One morning .the father
sent for him, and announced, with tears,
that Li) son was gone. Those tears were
tears of joy, for the father went on to relate
that, when his son’s end was evidently nigh,
he said to him, “Joshua, think of the rope.”
“Yes", father,” ho replied, “I’ve got it I”
and so he died. ■

■War and Peace.

In a council at Genesee River, 1798, the
Seneca chief, Farmers Brother, delivered a
speech containing the following reference to
the war of the Revolution: “You will re-
collect the late contest between you and
your father, the. King of England. This
contest throw the inhabitants of this whole
country into h great tumult, and commotion,
like a caging whirlwind which tears up the
trees, and tosses to and fro the leaves, so
that no one knows from whence they come,
or where they will fall. At length, the Great
Spirit spoke to the whirlwind, and it was
stilt.”

This was a sublime sentiment, expressed
sublimely. Happy for us, if it bold a place
of power in our bosoms, —if we really and
deeply fee! it, amidst the agitations of the
times. When the Great Spirit speaks to the
whirlwind now raging through the land, that
too will be still. It will not be still, while
He forbears to speak to it. Let us recog-
nize Hissovereignty over warand peace, and.
look to Him, and trust in Him, tor the suc-
cess of oar arms and tho establishment of
our independence. These blessings are in
His hand alone. Are wa waiting that He
may open that hand and give them to us. —
Religion* Herald.

■needy consumers at, a price reduced in pro-
portion to the sacrifice he feels able to make,
or he may sell the whole at the full price to
those who are able to buy, and give bis
charity in some other form. The question
of mode each man may decide for himself.
But let it be remarked in passing, thst the
man who sells at the high price, and gives
t> the poor in, other ways pray be fully as
liberal and worthy of commendation as he
who sells at the lower price, although not so
lilt el v to get canonized in the newspapers.

But it is evident that as a rule men must
be 11,-at just to themselves before they can
be generous to others, otherwise all would
soon become poor abke, and no man be in a
condition to help his neighbor. It was re-
marked above, that in proportion as the
principle of charity was thrust into the pro-
blem of what is a “fair price,” in that pro-
portion must the price rise to consumers
generally. The more liberal the provision
required for the needy, the higher must be
{he price asked of those who are abie to
pay, in order that the seller may be corres
pondingly liberal to those who are not able
to pay. So that appealing to the producer’s
liberality only embarrasses his judgement
the more in the attempt to analyse, weirrs
and combine all the elements. in the'case
and he will probably seek relief by going
into the market like other men : naturally
concluding that Providence has not en-
dowed him with toe necessary faculties fur
solving this pons asinorum—the problem of
the “fair price.”

But again: if the principles of individual
justice be the true practical guide in busi-
ness then the duties they involve are correl-
ative. If producers are morally bound to
fix the price of their produce according to
the cost of production, or whatever else be
selected as the basis of valuation, there
must then be a reciprocal obligation resting
on consumers to buy at'that valuation, and
to bay all that is produced! But inasmuch
p.s the carrying out of this rule would often
be burdensome to consumers, and the i ot
carrying of it out would ofeen leave a bur-
den on t.he hands of'producers, (he print!
pies of justice are not vindicated. And in-
asmuch as consumers always wiilhxty where
they can buy cheapest, and never will buy
more than they want, the impracticability
of the whole scheme becomes manifest. The
plain truth with regard to the whole matter
is, that no scheme of business can be devis-
ed which moreamply secures justice between
man and man than the following of the
market price,

o Another argument for adhering to the
market price is, that since most men will fa
spite of all reasoning and denunciation be
governed by it, it is better for all to adhere
to it for the sake of that uniformity which

■is very important for the public prosperity,
even if it were not best in itself. The bu-
siness.of a country saso reticulated together
that diversities of practice would occasion
endless jarrings, confusions and impositions.
But since the price has in many things been
forced up by the rookless competition of
speculation; it has been asked, whether one
Is J iaLlricd m duiu£ oiuog uecause oT’nerg
have done wrong ? Certainly not. Bat the
rrreng doing ,->£ others rppy make that right
for him which would have been wre-ng had
not the others so acted. What justifiesDr.
Brown in .raising the price of his paper ?

What justifies this war we are waging?
It io certainly true, as has been frequent

ly said, that as-long as there is a market
| price, the.public generally will not be bene-
\ fitted by a portion of the people selling un-

j tier the market, because the bulk of the
j merchandize.in spite of all the dealers can

! do will go into the hands of. men who will
I re-sell to consumers at full rates. Those

| experienced in business know that in trying
to prevent this, every dealer would have to
subject purchasers to such rigorous cross-
examination as would.be exceedingly offen-
sive to honest men, whilst in most cases it
would fail to detect the unscrupulous.

It may, here bo remarked parenthetically j
that it would be a great saving’to cottonm-
era, if they would deal directly .with pro-
ducers •'instead of allowing the produce of
the country to bo the stakes gambling-
operators,, c- even to be enhanced in price
by The regular profits of several intermedi-
ate dealers. This has been done in fhe,sr-
ticle of rsalt, and might ba with,oil staple
articles.

4 Vvbrn competition is free, there is an
intrinsic, justice in buying and selling at the
market price. All business proceeds on the
principle of an auction, in which Iho buyers
fix the price more than tho seller. The
highest bid is the voice cx the community
pronouncing judgment on the value of the
property in question. This consideration
relieves the seller of all responsibility in
the matter of price, and pronounces in fa-
vor of iris moral right to that valuation.

5. If is-worthy of remark, that a rth-dv/Iy
high price for any given article, usually in-
dicates a presfht scarcity of the article, and
the consequent public necessity that exists
for.a relative increase in its production and
economy in its use.. But if the price were
reduced arbitrarily, neither result would
follow, and many, especially .of; the, hens
ivroviddvit classes, would suffer entire desti-
tution.

As has been remarked before, the market I
price is the only guide and stimulus to pro-
duction : withoatit there can be no regulari-
ty in the supply of the wants of the communi-
ty. Soma needed articles might not be
produced at all, others would be in scant
supply, whilst others would be in excess.
This is the great and conclusive argument
for adhering to the market price. Require
men by force of law,or by the lash of pub-
lic obloquy to do business on a system, which
if they were convinced of its propriety would
keep them worried by doubts and fears, and
which if they were not convinced of its pro-
priety would keep them chafed under a sense
of injustice, and they would lose heart in
their work, and without intending any evil
to the common weai, wo ild relax their ef-
forts, and labor only, enough to supply their
own wants : and whatever commodities were
produced for exchange, would bo produced
blindly, and hence would bear no natural
relation either in kind or in quantity to the
actual wants of the community. Philosphers
are now beginning to understand that the
strongest productive forces in a country are
not labor, capital and natural resources, but
motives ; or more properly the state of mind
of the people. Men will not work effectively
under any kind ot torluro. Nor will they

SELECTIONS.
Man’s Responsibility.

So then every one of ua shall give account
of himself to God. Rom. xiv : 12.

Reader ! what account can you give ? If
to-morrow were the day, and you had only
s day to prepare ! What have you p-Jrsued
os your chief end? What has been the
great bnsinets of your life? lias God been
much in your thoughts? Had you rather
have God foryoqr portion khan any worldly
possession? How have yog treated-the
Scriptures ? Do you often read them ? Do
you ever read them with earnest prayer that
the Holy Spirit would aid you to understand
them ? Do yon ever confess your sics be-
fore l.im? What account can yon give to
God at last, if you never had any thing to
say to him till you were summoned into his
presence ? How have you treated the glo-
rious gospel? Is it like cold water to a
thirsty soul ? Have yon fled to it for refuge?
Have you repented and believed the gos-
pel ? Is Christ precious to you ? Have you
received him as a Saviour, before whom you
must appear as a Judge ? Dear reader, say,
if you had this night to give, an account of
yourself to God, are you prepa:ed for tho
solemn scene ? 0 ! if ns yet you are in your
sins, fly, fly, I beseech you. to the only re-
fuge set before you ; it is a sure re ?uge, and
to it you are now invited : in it you arp as
sureji you may find a place: delay not to
seek the Holy Spirit’s teaching, whereby
you may fee! this subject in its true light
and importance, and be prepared for the aw-
ful hour when you must give an account of
yourself lo God.

The Fine Art of Patching.
“To vulsrar is the terra !

Yet it is an operation requiring far more
skill than dbeathe making of a hew gar-
ment, and, when well executed, nay save
the purchase of many a costly one ; the
most expensive robe may, by accident, be ■
torn, or spotted, the first day of its wear;
the piece inserted in lien of the damaged
one is a'patch. If a figured material, the
pattern has to be exactly matched ; in all j
cases the insertion must be made without a j
pucker, and the kind of seam to be such as, |
though strong, will be least-apparent, the-
corners must bo turned with neatness. Is j
not this an art which requires teaching ? So
of darning, much instruction is necessary j
as to the number of threads to be left by ,
the needle according to the kind of fabric ; 1then there is the kind of thread or yarn
most suitable, which requires experience to '
determine ; when the article is coarse, the
chief attention is directed to expedition, but
a costly article of embroidery on muslin ear.!
only be well darned with raveliings of a!
similar muslin ; such particulars do not come ■
to the giil by inspiration, they must be
tavght, or be left to be acquired by dearly-
bought experience.

“The third mode of repair is well under-
stood and practised by oar continental
neighbours, though rarefy in this country.
The stocking stitch is neither more difficult
nor tedious than the darn, yet how many
pairs of stockings are lost for want cf
knowing it when a hole hap.,* us to bo above- ishoe ? Practice in laca stitches is more de- :
sirable, particularly for repairing lace ofj
the more costly descriptions. The deficiency |
of a single loop, when .lace is sent to be '
washed, often becomes a large hole during
the operation, and thus .the beauty of the
lace is destroyed. Indeed, laoe when duly Imended, on the appearance of even the i
smallest crack, may, with little trouble, be j
made to last twice or thrice the usual term
of its duration. So the shawl stitch is never
taught-in this country, though, by employ-
ing it with raveliings from the shawl itself,
the most costly cashmere can be repaired
without a possibility of discovering the in-
serted part.

‘ Proficiency in each useful works might
well merit as much approbation as is now
bestowed upon crochetor other fancy works,
and might be considered as equally desira-
ble qualifications in a tradesman’s gov-
erness, as music. In populous places it
might well answer to establish schools where
the art of mending apparel should be the
chief object of instruc'ion ; a month’or two
spent in it might be sufficient for the dam-
sel, already a good plain needle worker. It
must further be observed, that without a
practical knowledg’e. of needlework, no
young lady can judge whether her seam-
stress has or has not done a reasonable
quantity of it in a'given time; and if this
be true ns to the plain seam, it is still more
essential in regard to mending of all kind j.”
Edinburgh Paper.

Religion in the Camps,— Afriend writes
ns from Charleston, S. 0.:

“The work among our so!diera seems to
be a great one- Their thirst for religious
reading is wonderful. Thousands of tracts
and all the testaments and hymn hooks
that can bo gathered are joyfully received,
and many carefully read. A pious friend
who lives near one of the camps, frequently
has them to come in, and entreat her to
talk to them, for a tract bad made them feel
so queer. The work of the Spirit, I think,
though strangely expressed. Unfortunately
the camp was soon after removed, so that
they could only bo followed by her prayers.
Our so'diers are doing a great work for us,
ana we are striving to do what wo can for
them. It is a hard winter with us, fuel
scarce because the government is constantly
employing the railroad, for several of the
planters have given wood, if it can be taken
to the city. Clothing also so difficult to bs
procured, but most of the poor were well
clad after the fire, and the free market still
continues. So that they suffer less in com-
parison than our exiled planters, who must
feed and clothe their dependents. Still
none find fault, and many are contented,
though the change in their situation has
been very great. But onr Heavenly Father
has so manifestly appeared in onr behalf
that we still believe brighter days are in
store for us. In regard to tho city, it is
well guarded, and many nights the gun-
boats with ‘steam np’ are ‘ready, aye ready’
to go out at a moment’s warning; and the
inhabitants are quite accustomed to hear,
and not believe, ‘An attack is expected to-
night.’” .

A Close Question—lf the times are
bad, what are we doing to mend them ?
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Our Carrier will be absent during the
month of February, and although we have
employed another for the time, the route
will be new, and many mistakes probably
made. All persons who may be overlooked,
are requested to call at the office for their
papers. .

Our Terms —There seems to ,be some
misunderstanding about onr terms. ■ The
price for clubs was raised in November,
when wo hoped no farther advance would
be necessary, but a few weeks later showed
such an advance in paper and press work,
that we found onr price must advance also.
It is now S 2 50 for clubs, strictly in ad-
vance, and $3 to other subscribers. One
word to those sending lists of names: If
writing for a copy of the paper, tell us the
post office to which it is to be sent. If a
paper is to be changed, let us know the
cilice to which it has Keen sent. In sending
lists of subscribers, always distinguish be-
tween the old and the new. In remitting
for old subscribers, be careful also to ascer-
tain to what member of the family the pa-
per is now directed.

PAPERS POP, THE SOLDIERS.
A gentleman from the Valley of Virginia

■who helps himself to a great deal of sonnd
enjoyment by neither wasting bis Lord’s
goods, nor hiding them in a napkin, but
by wisely distributing them, encloses among
other donations SSO, to send papers and
tracts to onr seldiers. To which he adds—-

“ln order that you may have a small sum
to depend on monthly, I will forward you a

check for 850 a month through thepresent
year to be applied to furnishing reading
for our army and hospitals. I hope some
others will do the same, if this cruel war

continues that long. But I hope that Sod
will have mercy on ns as a nation, and s fry
the hand of blood before the close of this
year, and turn our enemies away from us,
and leave us to enjoy the blessing of
peace.”

All our people should unite in that prayer
daily. In the meantime the army must be
supplied with religious instruction. We
have taken occasion several times to o_uote
the emphatic testimony of our chaplains con-
cerning religious newspapers. There is not
a week in which it is not repeated and con-
firmed. They all declare that good religious
newspapers are among She most useful, and
next to the Bible, by far the most accepta-
ble reading which can be furnished.

A chaplain from Goldsboro’, N. C.,.write g

only a few days since :

“You have my heartfelt thanks for your
kindness in sending me the copies of last
weeks paper. I hope you will not forget
us, but be able through the liberality of
Christian friends to send us many copies of
your valuable paper. It is my deliberate
conviction that the weekly religious journal
Is n"xr to theWortl of <jmi, lb*. ........ -..1,,..

ble and successful messenger of truth that
ever enters the camp. It is read and re-read
wherever it goes. It contains articles suited
to the condition and tastes of all, and where
one article fails to arrest the attention or

carry conviction, we may always hope that
others will be. successful. I wish I had one

hundred copies for our Brigade in which I
am the only chaplain.”

Daring last year about 81,100 were con-
tributed in various ways for this purpose,
and copies of the Central Presbyterian were
to that amount distributed in the camps and
hospitals. The evidence of their cordial
reception and their usefulness is quite cheer-
ing. We notice that preparations are mak-
ing upon a large scale by other denomina-
tions to circulate their papers. Shall a sim-
ilar spirit animate the good people of our
own church ? May not the generous pur-
pose indicated by our excellent friend from
the Valley be looked upon as'the foreshadow
of a substantial movement? His offer is at
the rate of S6OO a year. If others are-pre-
pared to join him upon that scale, it is well;
if only upon cne much smaller ; if to the
amount of but a single copy, it is still well,
“Whatsoever thy band findeth to do,” let
it be done speedily and prayerfully. Chris-
tians ought to pray as regularly for God’s
blessing upon his word 'published, as upon it
when preached.

Prayer for Peace.—A lady writes to ua

proposing the appointment of a monthly
concert of prayer for peace. We heartily
approve of the object to be prayed for.—-

The ending of a bloody war—full of wick-
edness—of hatred—of mourning, lamenta-
tion and woe—in a word full of deadly
evils :—the return of a peace righteous, and
enduring —surely it is well pleasing to the
“God of peace” to pray for such things.

But we venture to recommend as the sim-
plest form of a conoert,-that all Christians
should plead tor lt> whenever in secret, or in
public they draw near the throne of grace.
And petitions for this end are peculiarly
appropriate in connection with family wor-
ship.

The Fredericksburg Sufferers.—More
than SI.BOO have been contributed for the
relief of these afflicted people through the
office of the Central Presbyterian. Hearts
of stone might melt into pity, and close-
fisted avarice open with generosity, while
looking at the way these feelings are
shown by our soldiers. Thousands of dol-
lars have been contributed for the Freder-
icksburg sufferers by men not receiving pay
enough to put clothes upon their own backs.
Such a spectacle puts honor upon our coun-
try, and upon human nature. Men with such
hearts are not the stuff that serfs are made
of; their necks cannot be fitted for the
yoke of a tyrant.

Nothing more need be said than that
any free-will offerings sent in for the good
of that noble people—our suffering bretl."
ren, shall be immediately appropriated to
that end.

CONVERSION OE GEN. ANDREW
JACKSON.

From “Parton’s Life” of this remarkable
man some interesting particulars may be
gathered concerning his conversion, and re-
ligious character. Ilis much slandered but
eminently good wife seems tohavehad a most

salutary influence over him, “Unceasingly”
—says his biographer—“she strove to turn
his thoughts to those subjects in which alone
she found comfort, which alone she thought
important. She warned him not to be dazzled,
nor deluded by his popularity ; of wljich
her good sense as a woman, no less than her
opinions as a Presbyterian, taught her the
emptiness. One Sunday morning, a com-
munion Sunday, in 1826, or 1827, as they
were walking toward the little Hermitage
church, she besought him to dally no longer
with his sejise of duty, but then and there—

I that very hour'in their own little church, to
’ renounce the world and all its pomps and
vanities, and partake of the communion with
her. He answered, “My dear, if I were to

| do that now, it would be said, all over the
] country, that I had done it for the sake of
political effect. I cannot do it jtoio, but I
promise you that when once more I am clear
of politics, I will join the church-”

It was not till 1843, a few- years after he
had retired from.public life, that this pro-
mise was fulfilled. His mind was deeply
impressed by a sermon of Rev. Dr. Edgar,
of Nashville, during a meeting held in the
church ou the Hermitage farm. After the
service was over, Gen. Jackson got into his
carriage and was leturning homeward.—
When Dr. Edgar overtook him he expressed
a desire to speak with him. Both alighted,
and the General led the way into a grove
near by.

“Doctor,” said the General, “I want you
to come home with me to night.”

“I cannot to night,” was the reply, “I
am engaged elsewhere.”

“Doctor” repeated the General, “I want
you to come home with me to-night.”

Dr. Edgar informed him that he had
promised to visit that evening a sick lady,
and he felt bound to keep his promise. The
General did not seem to have heard the re-
ply, and said more pleadingly than before :

“Doctor I want you to come home with
me to night.”

■'General Jackson, my word is pledged
I cannot break it ; but, I will be at the
Hermitage to-morrow morning very eariy.”

With this understanding the anxious chief
went home alone. He jetired to his room,
and passed the evening and greater part
of the night in reading, meditation and
prayer. Ho was deeply distressed. Late
at night, when bis daughter left him, he was
still agitated and sorrowful. As the day
was breaking, light seemed to dawu upon
his troubled soul, and a great peace fell
upon him.

To Dr. Edgar, who came to him soon af-
ter sun-rise, he told the joyful history ef tie
night, and expressed a desire to be admitted
into thenburcb with his daughter that morn-
ing. The usual questions respecting doc-
trine and experience were satisfactorily an-
swered by the candidate. Then there was
a pause in the conversation. The clergy-
man at length said:

“General, there is one more question
which it is my duty to ask you. Can you
forgive all your enemies?”

The question was evidently unexpected,
and the General was silent fora while.

“My political enemies,” said he, “I can
freely forgive ; but as for those who abused
me when I was serving rey country in the
field, and those who attacked me for serving
my country—Doctor, that is a different
case.”

The Doctor assured him it was not. —

Christianty forbade the indulgence of en-
mity absolutely, and in ail cases. No man
should be received into the church who did
not east out from his heart every feeling of
that nature. It was a condition that was
fundamental, and indispensable.

Afteraconsiderable pause he said that he
thought he could forgive all who had in-
jured him, even those who had assailed him
for what he had done for bis country in tile
field. Upon this profession he was admitted
to the communion of thecburch, to the great
joy of all who witnessed the scene now to be
described.

The Hermitage church was crowded to
its utmost capacity; the very windows were
darkened with the eager faces of the ser-
vants. After the usual services, the Gene-
ral rose to make the required public
ration of his faith. He leaned heavily upon
his stick with both his hands ; tears rolled
down his cheeks. His daughter stood be-
side him. Amid silence the most profound
he answered the questions proposed to him.
When he was formally pronounced a .mem-
ber of the church, and the clergyman was
about to continue the services, the long re-
strained feelings of the congregation burst
forth in sobs which compelled him to pause
for several minutes. A familiar hymn was
raised in which the entire assembly, within
and without, joined with a fervor which at
once expressed and relieved their feelings.

From this time tj the end of his life,
Gen. Jackson spent most of his leisure hours
in reading the Bible, bibbed commentaries,
and the hymn-book, which last he always
pronounced in the old fashioned way, hime
book, Scott’s Commentary was his favorite
work. He read it through twice before he
died, and maintained family worship daily.

At one of the meetings of the little church
at the Hermitage it was necessary to ap-
point some ruling elders, to which office the
General was nominated. “No,” said he,
“the Bible says, ‘lay hands suddenly on no-
man.’ I am too young in the church for such
an office. My countrymen have given me
high honors, but I should esteem the office
of ruling elder in the church of Christ a far
higher honor than any I have over received;
I propose brother , and brother ,”

(naming two aged neighbors.)

RE7. S. B McPHEETEES, D. D.
He who fails to read the Yankee edict

banishing this brother and bis “rebel” wife
from St. Louis, will miss one of the rarest
documents of the age. In style and logic,
the Chinese Mandarin who could surpass it
would have his fortune made for life. It
should be preserved as a choice specimen in
a cabinet of curiosities. It shows first, how
beautifully and critically Yankees apply the
great laws of evidence; second, bow pro-
found is their understanding of religious
liberty; and third, the great help a man
may receive, in these trying times, from
having by his side a thoroughly rebel wife-
Mrs. McPheeters is a natjve of Fincastls.
Va., and while her numerotis friends most
deeply sympathize with her in this hoar of
trial, they will exceedingly rejoice in the
testimony of vulgar tyrants to her unfalter-
ing devotion to principles belonging to her
nature, her kindred, and for which her na-
tive State has ponied out its best blood
without meastire. Her children will bind
the record of such sacrifices around their
mother’s head, as brighter than a royal dia-
dem.

To say the truth, we are well pleased with
this edict—not for its own sake—not for
either the wickedness it displays, or the suf-
fering it racy cause. But the wickedness is
in that people, and the more complete its
open disclosure,, the more speedy and cer-
tain its destruction. These things will only
hasten and aggravate the dreadful downfall
to which Liccolndom is doomed. We en-
tertain the deliberate opinion tlrat.H is for
the interests of truth and liberty that this
great “Northern rebellion” against all that
is righteous should not only be “crushed,”
but that it should also bo thoroughly dis-
graced. By great help from the Almighty
our brave army are doing the one; with a
little help from the Devil our foes are mak-
ing sure work of the other.
"=IoiMUWI^TIoSs=

For the Central Presbyterian.

Letter from Rev. Dr. Hogs.
Nassui, December 20th, ‘62.

By the favor of a kind Providence we
reached this Island in safety this morning,
after an unusually quiet arid pleasant pas-
sage from “a Confederate port.” It was
Saturday evening before our vessel the A.,
got ready for sea, and just then the weather
got ready for the A. You are aware that
it is not easy to pass the blockading fleet
when the nights are light, and on Friday
night the moon shone too brightly to justify
the attempt even had we been read); but
Saturday night was dark and windy with
occasional dashes of rain, and so on every'
account suitable for our venture, ft is an
interesting fact to. notice now in looking
back, t*hat we have had no night since, when
it would have been safe to try the experi-
ment, and Providence seemed to have or-
dered everything so as to insure our suc-
cess. During Saturday afternoon one of
our Pilots had gone down in a small skiff to
make a reconnoissanca of the fleet, and as
certain the exact position of each vessel.—
Having/thus gotten all the bearings, we
cast off, after many hearty good wishes on
l hr- pwrt. ... - . .... ...i.. L :

to the steamer, and after cruising around
sometime until the moon went down, we pat
on a full head of steam and made a safe run
between two of the Federal ships, without
attracting the notice of one of them. Capt.

run the blockade fourteen times, but this
.was the first instance in which he came cut
without se.eing one of the blockading vesse’s
himself. 1 have passed through some ex-
citing scenes in ray life, but never one more
so than that nighl’s-adventnre. I remained
on deck, notwithstanding the rain, until 12
M., and when it was announced that we
were safely through, and that there was a
chance of getting to Nassau instead of being
carried to Fort Warren, I breathed more
freely, and going down into the crowded lit-
tle cabin, laid down on a settee, and slept
soundly until morning. ’ Sunday was a beau-
tifully clear day, and we made good pro-
gress, averaging about tea knots an hour;
but during the night thejre was*an occur-
rence which shocked and saddened us. I
was asleep at the time, bat any unusual
noise always awakens me instantly. I was
startled by a wild cry, a wail of anguish,
which yet rings in my ears. I was on deck in
a moment, and learned that one of our Pi-
lots, with whom I had bqen talking just be-
fore I retired, had fallen overboard. A boat
was quickly lowered, but although the sea
was tolerably calm, and the moon shining,
the poor man could not be found. He con-

-tinued.to cry out for two or three infantes
after he fell, but the sound grew fainter and
more distant, and he probably sunk by the
time the boat which was sent after him had
gone three lengths from the steamer.

O.) Monday evening wo wore in a new
climate,having sailed farenongh Southward
to get in the latitude of the Bahama Islands.
A little before sun down we came i>» sight
of Spanish Cay, and the long line of reefs
which form the eastern boundary of that
Archipelago. The air was delightfully warm
and soft, and I found the clothes which I.
wore on leaving home quite oppressive. On
the steamers which run the blockade a man
sits on a truck at the raaat head day and
night, glass in hand, keeping a sharp look
out for Federal vessels, and captain, crew,
and passengers too, all are on the watch;
for our ships are liable to attack anywhere
between our coast and Nassau. Indeed one
of our vessels was fired into by a Yankee
Man-cf War, sometime since, in sightof this
port. But we only saw two vessels all day
Monday, one a brig and the other a ship,
both traders bound Northward. Tuesday
morning X rose at day break and -went nut
to enjoy the delicious Summer morning, al-
though it was the 30th of December. The
breeze was bo soft and balmy, that it was
a luxury to sit in it. About 10, A. M., we
came in sight of the Island of New Provi-
dence, and soon descried the light-honse
and town of Nassau. Still no.Federal ves-
sel in sight! We ran straight into the har-
bor, with the Confederate flag flying, and
as we passed a British Man-of-War, she
dropped her flag three times to salute us,
we responding by lowering ours the same
number of times, when the sailors broke
out into another kind of a salute, by sing-
ing “The Bonnie Blue Flag,” which com-
pliment we returned by taking off out hats
£3 we glided by. We came to anchor about
a hundred yards from shore, when we were
quick'y surrounded by little boats bringing
English officers and citizens ofNassau, osser
to got the latest news from the South. The

particulars of our victory at Fredericksburg
were listened to with the moat unrestrained
expressions of delight. The people here
give the most unmistakable evidence of
sympathy with the Confederacy., The first
thing that arrested my attention in the ap-
pearance of those who came aboard of our
vessel was their Summer attire. The ne-
groes who rowed the boats had on nothing
but loose shirts open at the bosom and
pantaloons; and were barefooted, while the
gentlemen were in white coals, or clad as
thinly as possible. As we came through the
town to the hotel, we passed gardens filled
with orange trees loaded with their golden
fruit, and all the varieties of tropical plants
and Sowers. At dinner we had pine apples,
tomatoes, green peas, bannanas and ice in
profusion. During a ride this evening we
passed groves of cocoa trees with their huge
milky nuts. I have long wanted to see the
luxuriant vegetation of the tropics, and non
I am gratified, though not satisfied, as I ex

1 pect to see much more. As it will be nearly
two weeks before the regular steamer sails
for Havanua, to save time we have chart-
ered a schooner to take ns there, and ex-
pect to sail to-morrow at 4, P. M. There
will be six or seven in the party, and the
expense will be light. And speaking of ex-
pense -reminds mo to say that when the

; generous firm of & Go,, knew the er-
rand upon which I was going to England,
they instructed the purser on board their
steamer not to charge me any passage to
this place. I had a letter of introduction
from J. B. Thompson to a gentleman here,

j and the people of Nassau are already so
much interested in my mission, that a box
of Bibles and Testaments, and such reli-

; gious books as they have here suitable for
Camp, will be sent off at once, and yon may

j expect them in Richmond in short lime.
-! I told them I was authorized to purchase,
but they preferred to make the donation.

; X am assured by the people here, that the
religious Societies of England will give a

: cordial reception to my mission. If lam
| spared to complete my long zig-zag voyage,

1 hope to accomplish a wot it, which will a
thousand fold repay for the time and toil

j necessary for its accomplishment.
When I left homo I expected {9 find a

British stearaei here for Halifax, and from
thence meant to go to. England. Bat
since I came I have ascertained there is a
steamer from B'crmud but none from Nas-
sau; and now my plan is to go to Cuba by a
sail vessel,where I shall find a steamer which
leaves for St. Thomas on the 8»h of January;
and from St. Thomas I will find another to
England, which is due there on 28lh of Jan.

Fou the Central Presbyterian.

Something for Cousin Anna to Head.
On the last Sabbath evening of the year

that has so recently passed away with its
mournful memories, I was near a window
of a lonely mountain home, looking out upon
the wintry scene.

As X turned from the window, my eye fell
upon a well worn copy of your Presbyterian,
and a miniature case. Upon opening th--.
case I found it contained the likenesses of
two beautiful children, daughters of the lady

hospitality I was so pleasantly shar-
ing for the night. They had both died a few
months before, and within a short'time of
each other. The eldest was taken first, and
the younger after lingering a, little while,
pined away and died. She was burned by
the side of her sister : they were truly lovely
and pleasant in their lives, and in death not
long divided- In looking upon their minia-

speak oi them with much composure, and
in our conversation observed, that ever since
if pleased God to give her children, it had
been her prayer, that-when she rises from
her grave, to meet the coming of her Lord
in the air, she might be able to say to him,
“Here Lord am I, and (he children thoa
hast given me.”

She sees in their early, peaceful death an
earnest that her Heavenly Father will grant
her prayer, and she thankfully-bows to his
.holy will.

The miniature case, and the paper (dated
Nov. 27ih, 1862) being together, I was led
to look into it. Numerous pencil marks di-
rected my notice to Anna’s piece of poetry;
“Ever to Jesus.” This stanza bad a lice
drawn around it:
“To ■whom shell I go when'sorrows have come
And lonely I sit in a ‘once happy home”—
When (ears are my food by day and by night,
And the deep grave divides me from all my delight?

0 heart bereaved to Joans.”
Within this line, these words were writ-

ten; “Jesus is that dear Friend, on whom
my hopes of Heaven depend; for became to
comfort those that mourn.”

“Ever to Jesus”—is the song that makes
glad that “once happy home.” To one heart
it has been a word spoken in season, and
is cherished along with those sweet minia-
tures, as “apples of gold in pictures of sil-
ver.” May it be Anna’s mission through
the medium of your paper to find other
weepers amid the willows during their exile
from heaven, and the dear kindred there,
and sing to them of Jesus, who said, “Bless-
ed are they that mourn; for they shall be
comforted.” P. W. T.

M'Dowell, Jan. 10, 1863.

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.
A CuURCH TAKEN POSSESSION OF BY THE

Federals in St. Louis. —The Provost
Marshal of St. Louis has taken the Presby-
terian church there from Rev. S. B. Me-
Pheeters because that minister is not loyal,,
and Mr. McP. and wife have been ordered
to leave the State of Missouri, to go “to
the free States north of Indianapolis and
remain there during the war.” . The follow-
ing is the extraordinary document issued by
the Provost :

Office of Pro. Marshal General, X
Department of the Missouri, >

St. Louis, Mo., Dec. 19. 1-62 ;

Whereas . on account of unmistakable evi-
dence of sympathy with the rebellion on the
part of Rev. Samuel B. McPheetera, pastor
of the Pins Street o u:ch, certain loyal
members of his congregation, about six
months since, urged him to avow his senti-
meats openly, and to take a stand in favor
of the Government,%hich hejias refused to
do, and has also published and circulated
two letters within the last two in
which he not only refuses to avow himself a
friend of the Government, but also refuses
to declare whether he is in favor dT the suc-
cess of the authorities of the nation in their
efforts to put down a cruel and desolating
rebellion, and has failed to remove a wide-
spread and increasing impression that he cl e
sires the success ef the rebel cause ; and,
whereas, the said McPheeteis, acting with
others of the same denomination has used
all the influence of his ministerial character
to prevent the body of the church with which
ho is connected from declaring or manifest-
ing its loyalty to the Government, and has
refused to observe, in their obvious meaning

and intent, the recommendations of the
President of the United States to the various
churches, and has allowed the influence of
his wife, his hearers, and his intimate asso-
ciates, to reduce him from an open and
manly support of the Government into ac-
tive sympathy with the rebellion, wherebythe influence of his ministerial position has
greatly encouraged the enemies of the
Government in their wicked schemes for its
overthrow, and is still exerting an injurious
influence, especially among the youth and
other members of his congregation, leadingthem to believe that he sympathizes with the
rebels, and justifies their cause, and to adopt
sentiments of hostility to the Government iand to become active rebels ; and whereas,
in all his course of unfriendliness to the
Government, and sympathy with, and favor
to rebels, the said McPheeters has been
stimulated and encouraged, if not led on,
by his wife, who open'y avows herself a re-
bel ; whereby the said McPheeters and his
wife have forfeited their right to the pro-
tection and favor of the Government in their
present position and have become promoters
of rebellion and'civil discord :

Therefore it is ordered that the said Mc-
Pheeters and his wife leave the State of
Missouri within ten days after tbo service of
this order, and that they take up their resi-
dence within the free States north of In-
dianapolis, and west of Pennsylvania, end
remain there during the war ; and that said
McPheeters cease from this date to exercise
the functions of his office within the State
of Missouri, and that he deliver to the clerk
of the session of Pino Street church all
books, records, and papers, belonging to
that church.

It is further oraered that the church edi-
fice, books, and papers, at the corner of
Eleventh ami Pine streets be placed under
the control of three lojal members of Pine
street church, namely : George P, Strong,
•Tames M. Corbitt, and John M. Ferguson,
who shall see that its pulpit be Ailed by a
loyal minister of the gospel, who can invoke
the blessing of the Head of the church upon
the efforts of the Governmentand to re-es-
tablish its authority.
By command of Major-General Curtis,

F. A. Dick,
Provost Marshal-G-enT Dep, Missouri.
Education of Children op Deceased

Soldiers. —A church in the bonds of Fay-
etteville Presbytery, North Carolina, has
taken the proper ticiion on this subject;

“Resolved, Ist, That the effi ?ers of
church regard with favor the action of the
Synod of .North Carolina, in reference to
the education of the children of deceased
soldiers, and cordially subscribe to the
scheme devised by the Synodical Committee,
as published in the N C■ Presbyterian.

Resolved, 2nd, That the officers of this
church, encouraged by the united and form-
al vote of the congregation, have no hesi-
tancy in assuring the committee, that all the
children of all the men of our congregation
(communicants or not.) who have fallen or
may hereafter fall in the defence of our
country and country’s cause, -thail be pro-
vided -with all the facilities of education or-
dinarily enjoyed by. the congregation, and
thus bo placed, as near as possible in this
respect, on the same ground they would
have occupied, had they not been bereft of
a father’s care and support.”

Rkv. T. LI. Law was recently ordained
and installed pastor of Florence and Lynch-
burg churches, South Carolina, by the Pres-
bytery of Harmony.

Lev. Dr. Lyman BEECTUSHdied in Brook-
lyn, N. Y., on the 10th of this month at a

. . 1 .-wl .

Rev. William Mathews, Pastor of the
Mineral Spring church, Daoatur county,
fia., died on the 17th, ultimo, in Macon.—
lie was an able and efficient minister.

GENERAL MEWS.
THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

If our columns would allow it, wo should gladlypublitk cue ol the best documents of the kind ever is-sued. Wo give a brief outline of its contents :

1. A review of military operations since tho war
began, the result showing our situation to be now firin advance of what it was then, and that' the lessons
taught have “afforded another example of tho imposs-ibility of inSjugating a people determined to-be free.’ 1

. 2 Ho shows ihst as bug ago as 1783. four of theStates now memb-Ts of tile Confederacy, were recog-
nized by name as independent sovereignties, in atreaty of peace with one of the two great moral roc
powers of Western Europe, (Great Britain,) and had
teen, prior to that period, ailies in war of tho other,(Stance.) In 1778, they formed-, with bine other
Stab s, the first Union, and in 1789 thev seceded fromit. although by the terms of the articles it was de-
clared to be perpetual The right of secession nowis argued from ibis fact.

fi. The policy of Great Britain and France in refus-ing our recognition is reviewed with great lore:. It
is impossible to resist tbepoier of the facts present-ed. It is shown that their course has been unfair to
us, and contrary to tho usage of natioat. Also thatthey have drafted from the iaw of nations agreed
upon in the Congress of Paris in 1853, concerning
b ockades. Til s parted the President’s Message must
piace Great Britain in a light anything else ih m
pleasant

Other points are presented, and upon the whole the
Message i* quite cheering. He concludes with a no-ble but deseived compliment t.) the heroic sacrifices '
of the women of our C -nfederacy, an J bids us go for-
ward with strong hearts ia our great conflict.

The Election of Confederate Senatir
The Legislature of Yirg uia. on Saturday Ja>t, closed
their labors in the Senatorial contest by electing Mr.
A. T Caperton, of Monroe county, to (he Confederate
States Senate for the unexpired term of the late lion,
Wm. B. Preston.

Latest from the North.—Petersburg, Jan.20. —The Baltimore “American” of Saiurd .y evening
ia received. It says the fi-hting commenced at Ar-kansas Post on the evening of ihe 10th. Thegariisns,
7 000 strong, surrendered on the 11th, unconditionally.
The rebels were cut off from retreat on both sides of
the river.

Nashville. Jan. 16—F.*rresf, nf the Rebel army,
with a force of 4.000 men and 12 pieces of artillery,
attacked the re ief and store ship-! coming up the
Cumberland, and succeeded in capturing live steam-
boats, laden with valuable commissary stores, and toe
gunboat Sidell.

Tfao Louisville road cannot be repaired for a long
time, and is no mail communication. The wires
between Nashville and Murfreesboro’ were cut by the
Secessionists, and there i-- co' news fruen Rosencranz
Ninety thousand dollars Confederate funds were seized
from Nashville brokers on -Frid-v, and confiscated by
Gen. Mitchell
""" mrrST""

On the Bth inst., by the Rev. Dr. White, ofLexing-
ton,Ya., JohnB. lloge, of Staunton, to Miss Fannie
J. Jordan, daughter of Wm Jordan, Esq ■, of Rock-
bridge Baths, Rockbridge co., Va.

s=s^bit|aryT:
J3P Obituaries not exceeding ten lines wall be in-

serted with mt chu-go. For all abo/e that amount
five cents a line wiW be required. An estimate may
be made by counting nine words for a line. Payment
to be made always in advance.

Died, at Madison C. 11., on the morning of Monday
the 12 h inst, James Henry, youngest son of John
and Victoria E. Leatch. aged 4 months and 12 days.
The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away, blessed
b; the name of the Loin.

Died, December 13th. 1832, of Typhoid fiver, at
Gordonsvi'le, Samuel Mansfield, son of Thomas
and Cassandra Mmsfleld, of Franklin co., Va.

The dec ased though exempt f ora military duty,
being twice rejected by the Medical examiner, for
phi s:cal infirmity, yet was one of those devoted pa-
triots who would not stay at home when his country
need help. He fmght in every battle from the first
battle of Manassas down to Sharpsburg, and escaped
unhurt. Yet whom the bullets spared, disease con-
quered. Ho was a Christian. He met the summons
froip another world, calmly, undauntedly. When his
Captain«fro n on high required his service in another
sphere of existence, ho yielded his soul into his hands
without a murmur, and want to join kindred patriots
in thit laud whore tho noiaa of battle is never beard.

D. B. L.

Died, on the 11th inst,, at the residence of herfather, Mrs. Mary. Miller White, wife of Rev.Henry M. White, of Roanoke, and'daughter of Mr',
John HMy ere, of Lexington. Ya., in the26th yc ar ofher age. Lovely ia person and lovely in character
her end was peace.

Died, at hia residence, in Bedford county, Va., Dec.
3d. 1t62, Dr. William Steptoe, in the 78th year of
his age.

Dr. Sfeptoe was a ruling elder in the Presbyterian
church, a man of supo ior intellectual endowmmts, askilful physician, and an eminent Chr stian. His end
was peace. J. G. S.

Lynchburg Virgininn please copy.
Died, on the 2nd of January, 1863, in Lynchburg,

at the house of Capt. Samuel McCorkle (whither he
been kindly taken from one of the Army Hospi-

tals,) John Henry Johnston, son of John W. John-
ston deceased,and of Mrs. M. M Johnston of Roanoke
coun'y, Va., aged 21 years and 2 months.This excellent young man early in the war,volunteered as a m -mbor of the Salem Artillery Com-pany. and continued to serve his country faithfully inspue of a chr.inic disease contracted in camp; and atlost fell a Vic into typhoid fever contracted in. thehospital. Ho leaves his now fas ii were) thrice wid-owed mother and three young sisters and a brother,depr.ved i f their main stay and dependence; afterhaving h;:d an opportunity of showing only for a shorttunc how uncoo.monlv we 1 ho would have met theheavy responsibilities devolved on him by the de thofhis father and < f his grand-mother. R ar-d in aChristen household and having k-pt himself remarka-bly free from vie ous*habits, and hiving shown re-markable coßsiderateness and attention to the comfortofhis mother, as well as to ihe proper training of h asisters and little brother, he received the high tributefrom his mother ‘ th/n he wa< ail a bother’s heartcould wish and thathehad never failedin duty toher.”

Such wore the ses of his rain I during his last
i laess, a.d such his expressions or h >pe and trust inthe Redeemer, that h:a friends sorrow not es ilusewithout hope L,.

ACKIOWLEMMEITS.
'1he Editor acknowledges the receipt of the follow- •

Lug sums since January 15 h, viz :

For Domestic Missions.
An officerof the army. Wytheville, Va., $ 20 00
A member of Amelia church, 3 00

Foreign Missions.
An r.fli mr of the army, 20 CO
A member of Am lia church, 3 00
H G-Guthrie, Tinkling Spring church, 200 00

Education.
An < fiber of the army. 20 00
A member of Amelia church, 3 00

Testaments.
ForDr liege’s Mission.

Sewing Circle University of Va, 17 25
P P O. Goochland. Va. ‘ - 2 CO
Lt R B Shearer, 4id Va Reef, 30 00
Isabella Darn>ill,
Mountain Union chunh Va, 5 00
Geo McDonald, “ “ 5 00
Rev R J Taj lor, Ofh Va fcf g, 3 00
I H Walko, Richmond, 5 00
Mrs John A Patterson, Augusta church, 5 00
Jjexington Pro;b.iema Sabbath School, 35 10II G Giithr.o, 15 00
Jas Withrow, Lewisburg, thro’ Dr. Moore, 2) 00
Lt John A Peamster. through do, 5 00

Confederate Bible Society
Mrs Catherine P Tard, Richmond, 5 00
Lexington Presbyterian church, 175 00V
Rockbridge Bible Society, 100 00
A L S, ■ 2 00
L. Members—Re? Juo W Gr'.fli i. Amherst co,

Rev Jas M vVfar-y, Wytheville,
J B Walker. Wytheville, by seve-
ral ( fibers stationed ai Wythe-
ville, 103 00

“
“ Mrs S M Huge, Richmond, by F

P, E H 13. VV F H. $lO each, 30 00
“ Rev J Cooh-an, Dar’ion Heights,

by Mrs Z A Cochran & daughters, 30 00
L Director—Rev Dr M D H >ge, Mrs H G

Guthrie, 30 00
Tracts.

jLt R B Sheares 42d Va Regt, 10 03
j Ev. Tract Society, Dr J J Alooreman, Salem, 10 00

Sick and Wounded Soldiers.
■ For socks, Mrs E Dabney. Lou :sa co, 509

j “ 1 Llt'Je Goo Gibson, “ 390
I A Fri-nd, T ippa‘ annock. 5' 00
A lady, 2i Presbyterian clmr.h, Richmond, 5 00

' A Friend, 5 00
Papers for Soldiers.

i Rev Peter Tinsley, iA3th Va Reg, 12 00
j Mother and Georgie’s rhank-cfbriDg, Wayues-

I boro’. Va, 10 00
! Rev J E McSparrin, Mont W S Springs, 48 00
I G D V, 20 -00
: 3 McC’s, Nel on co., Va, 12 00
; ror G urohvilie Cavalry, L dies’ Society, 2 50
For Capt Gibson’s Cbm, A Lady, 3 00
For Co 13, 59:h Te-m R-ig, Mrs Wm MS, 5 00
A I. S. ' 3 00
I II Walke, 5 i 0
Miss Martha Burwell, Ba’lsville, Va, 3 00

|H G Guihne, - 50 CO
Fredericksburg Sufferers.

T-h»g|r-ng}aring;—Rev II Powers and wife, BigLick, Va, 100 00
Mrs Lucy Tosh, Big Lick. 10 00Ladies’ ReliefAssociation, ChurchvilL, Va, 200 00Trinity church, by Dr-Geo Holman InO 90Ladies’ Society of.Trinity church, thro’ do, 110 00Citizens near B;erao Bluff Va, thro’ do, 103 uO

. Liltle Children's G'fts
For Tracts, Willy and Lee Hagan, Christiana-burg, 5 QQFor Testaments. A S Hall. Buckingham CH, 500Thoma-- N B Hail, “ ’5 n()

■“ Wm P Hill. “ 2 50
“ Louisa .1 Hall, “ o 50

For Publication for December, 1802.
Dec. G—R V Watkins, for Spring Hill ch, Va, 35 00

D Pence, for Old Provid'-nce ch, Tenn, 15 05“ fur Rhea Town, “ “ 625Mrs E Pago, Ai ill wood, Va, 2 50Mi Peasant ch, Greenbrier co, Va, 1 75
Rev S R Houston. Union, books sold, 18 95

“ 10—Mrs Dr Wilson, Millboro’, Va, for -

4 Ci i dren’s Erie. d,” 4 10
“ 12—Dr W Moseley, for tract “Boys Don’t

Play Cards ” 25 00
44 18—Miss A R A, Warrenton, Va, i 00
44 20—Rev J R Graham, Winchester. Va, 5 00

Donation to “Children's Friend,” mon-syof J M Bonduranfc, sent by his moth-
er afTer his death, 5 C0Ceutreville church, Monroe, Va, 4 00
S A Alexander, Moorefield, Va, 5 00
T Gamble, Long Glade, Va, 10 00
MrsTGimVe, 44 44 5 OQ_
E W HeVoss for sundry churches in
the South A! abmu Presbytery, 160 CO

44 24—Donations Dr “Cdldren’s Friend,”
from McKiniey, Ala, 3 80

Hebron church, Giawiddie, Va, 2 00
“ 27--44 M AIH,” 70

Rev T Paxton, for Marion ch, N C, 7 00
DrD Moseley, for Mayevii e ch. Va, 6G 05

“ 30—Rev W J Hoge, D D, Charlottesville,
for.re-publicat.on of sketch of 44D C
Harris.n,” 5 00
Willie and Jenny’s money for the
“Children’s Friend,” 2 00

$370 15

ADYMTISEMEm
nANVILLE FEMALE COLLEGE. Danvillf,
xJ Va.—Session b;gins February 23d ends July 4th,
1863. Th ■: best teachers in ad Departments Locs-
fciou safe and hea'tby. No pains spared for the com-
fort of thepupils. Rates low. For circulars until the
13th F(bruary, address at Fannville, Va.
j a 23—3 m GEO. LA MONTE, President. ■

Teachers Wanted.
TTACaNOIES will occur in the Faculty of the Farm -

V vide Female College, on the 15th of February, ’63.
In the meantime the Trustees desire to fill the offices
of President and other Instructors. They wish to ap-
point well qualified Te ichors who will aim. ai thorough
instruction

Th.s Institution is favorab'y located for a Female
Seminary, b ing in a healthy region and accessible by
Rdiroad and other communications. The buildings,
without furniture, will be leased at a low root.

The present number of pupils is about seventy-five.
Early applications desired

F. N. WATKINS. )

W. H. H. THACKSTON, pCom’tee.
11. E. WARREN, )

Fannville, Va., Jau. 1, 1863. ja B—3t

ALAit Y, who is qualified to teach the English’
branches, French, Mu-b, Drawing and Painting,

and has hul several years experiencein Teaching in
onr best schools, desires a situation as Teacher in a
scho I or family

Address “LILY,” Ofliie i.f Central Pre.-byterian.
App icants must stats salary in order to insure at-

tention. jaß—4t.

\ITANTED —A Teacher well qualified to impart in-YV struction in the Higher English branches, Latin
and'Music. to a class of three youngLadies.

Address MRS. JANE it. TINSLEY,
jil—3h Liberty, Va.

SAMUEL V. WATKINS,
(late of Watkins & Morton,)

WITH
ROBERT F. LESTER.

Auctioneer & Commission Merchant,
33 Bollingbrook St, Petersburg, Va.

Consignments respectfully sfficited.
ja I—4m1 —4m

TIDGEWORTH FEMALE SEMINARY.-r-Tho next
JU Session of this Institution will commence on Tues-
day, January 6th, 1863.

Charges for the Session will be 25 per cert above
prepent rates.

For further information apoly to
RICHARD STERLING,

de 25—4 t Groontboro’, N. C.
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