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will 1nvariably or in a moral fenfe necefiarily to follow
this guide, muit be a good conftitution, and better cal-
culated to promote virtue and happinefs thant 1s pofli-
ble for a different dlfpo{ltlon of things to be.

Mr. W. produces, in page 14 and 15, vartous 1ia-
ftances to provg that if God by refiftlels motives or any
other way lays the finner under an abfolute neceflity of
committing fin, the creature muft be innocent and the
Creator in fault.

Mi. W. alleges® thatif the fixednefs of events can he
1nferred from the fore-knowledge of God, 1t muft be ia
confequence of adecree ; and this is, he affirms, ¢ next
¢ to denying any proper ton-knowledg in God at all.”’
He adds, ¢¢ we believe that God forefees contingencics;
‘¢ that 1s, things which may or may not take place.”’ I
fhallnot now inquire how God knows future things. But
knowledge that perfectly comprehends all future events,
appears to me to be foreknowledge in 1nfimte perfection.
And 1f an event be certainly foreknown, there muft be
an abfolute certainty that this event will take place.

If by contingencies Mr. W. means events {o doubt-
ful 1n their own nature, that 1t 1s ablolutely uncertain
whether they will take place or no, he might as well be-
lieve that God knows that to be certain which 1s uncer-
tain. This i1s quite a different thing from knowing
whatfoever may or can come to pafs, upon all fuppofed
conditions. His quotations therefore, from the Weit-
minfter confeflion of Faith, are nothing to his purpofe.

¢¢ Tf becaufe God forefaw all things, all things necef-
¢¢ farily come to pafs; then as God forefaw all finful
¢ aftions all finful a&ions mulknece {Tarily come to pafs.”
To which I reply, that nothing comes to pafs becaufe
it 18 forefeen : yet it is evident that there 1s a certainty
that things will come topafs as they do, or, that they
will thus come to pafs could not be foreknown.1.

* Page I3.

t With a defign to obviate the force of this argument, fome
allege that with God there is no fuch thing as fore- knowlcdgc
and after-knowledge, but that all things areas prefent to him. If
{o, then jt will follow,that God knows future things as certaiunly
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a bad choice, and fin.—When the fpider extraéts poifon
from the purelt flower ; the author of the flower 1s not
in fault.

SRl 10 N LY.

“ That the merits of Chrifi were defigned as an alonement
“ only for the fins of fome elec individuals” s, accora’zng
to Mr. W. the third foundation of Calvinifm. |

I'TH regard to the extent of Chrift’s atonement,

~ the Calvinifts may, perhaps, differ in fentiment,
as well as 1n forms of expreﬂion Theyall admit, however,
that this atonement 1s of infinite value, and confequently
poflefles virtue enough to expiate the fins of the whole
world. They alfo admit that the invitations of the gof-
pel afford {fuflicient encouragement to all who defire {al-
vation, to feck for it with a perfevering earneltnefs ; and
that none who are induced by the holy {pirit of God
heartily to defire falvation from fin, as well as from mi-
{ery, fhall feck 1t 1n vain. And thefe fentiments are
fufficient to direét our praétice.

Since the atonement of Chrift 1s of infinite value, and
fince the legal obitructions originally in the wayof all {in-
ners are the fame, 1f thefe obftruétions are removed out
of the way, {o that God can be juft and the juftifier of
one finner, 1t will evidently follow that he can allo be
juft, and the juftifier of any number who are brought to
believe and to obey the gofpel. This being the cafe,
it will, I think, be eafy to account for the moft unlimit-
ed expreflions in the bible, refpecting the atonement of
Chrift, without admitting univerfal redemption in the
Arminian fenfe.*

* The Arminians make much parade refpeting the unhmited
estert of falvation, from the ufe of the univerfal terms, ¢ all and
every,’ made ufe of in various places of [cripture. And yet when
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A few things, however, which he hath advanced under
this head, may, perhaps, deferve fome notice.

¢ The phrafe, an elect world,”’ fays he, ¢
¢ fuch fuch a jumble of 1 , a
¢ kard, or a chafte harlot*.”” e imagines, it {fecems,
that the term ele&t muft invariably imply fomething ve-
ry gocd, and the term world, fomething very bad.
" Mr. W. alleges that the word fheep in John x. 15.
“ [ lay down my life for the fheep,” cannot mean the e-
le&, and prove that Chrift died for them n 2 peculiar
fenfe, becaufe many of the ele® ¢ lack the diferiminat-
¢ ing charaéter of Chriil’s fheep, as they meither hear

2

t‘
«« his voice, nor follow him, which he informs us th:
“ his fheep do.””

Had he only caft his eye upon the next verfe, he might
have {een that Chrift’s fheep did not all at that time hear
his voice and follow him. ¢ And other fheep I have
¢ which are not of this fold : them alfo muft I brin
¢ and they fhall hear my voice.”” "Thus we may {ce tha
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iot only Chrift’s adual difciples, and followers, but {uch
0s ﬂm‘ul‘d afterwards hear and obey his voice, are called
his fheep: and for fuch, fays our Lord, * I lay down
¢« my lite.”” And why does he ufe this form of expref-
fion, if he did not die for them in a peculiar {enfe :

Mr. W. goes on, ¢ Though Chrift fays, 1lay down
¢ my life for the fheep, yet he does not fay for them on-

L
«“ Iy, or exclufively ; 1f he died for all he muft furely die

¢ for the fheep.”’t _
" Itis true: but if a man of vaft opulence and equal
generolity were about to pay the debts of all our Unit-
ed States, when giving an account of this, he would
hardly fay, ¢ 1 am going to pay the debts of Georgia
¢ and the Carolinas.” He fubjoins, For though he
«¢ is the Saviour of all men, he is fpecia
¢¢ who believe.”  And why then, may
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and confequently for me ? With fuch a faith as this thou-
fands are perithing in fin.
~ Saving faith confifts in 2 hearty belief that the golpel
Is true ; in a hearty approbation of the gofpel way of
falvation ; and a cordjal refting in Chrift for {alvation, as
he 1s exhibited in the goipel. , '

Now fince the atonement of Chrilt is fo extenfive as
to lay a foundation for the unlimited invitations of the
golpel, it muflt alfo be extenfive enough te lay a founda-
tion for faith in Chrift. But let 1t be obferved that the
firft thing required of ap unconverted finner, is not to
believe that Chrift died for him in a peculiar fenfe. No :
let him believe the golpel. ~ Let him believe that in him-
felf heisloft and undone—that there is no falvation but
I Chrift—that in him there is falvation for all who are
difpofed to receive it in the appointed way ; let him con-
fent to be faved in this way ; and thus reft in Chrift for
falvation. And if refting on Chrift for falvatiou in this
manner fhould imply a hope, a perfuafion, or belief, that’
Chritt died for him in a peculiar fenfe ; it will not be 2
lie, or inconfiftent with the moft reftri€ted calviniftic fen-
timents reipecting redemption.

Objeétion. <« But if Chrift died for all, there are per-
““ fons in hell for whom ke died, which is fhocking to fup.-
“ pole.”” Anfw. < But it is more thocking to fuppofe
¢ that there are perfons in hell for whom he did not die.”’

Are not fallen angels in hell? or does Mr. W. ima.
gine that Chrift died for them? Though T am of the
opinton that Chrift may in fome fenfe be faid to die for
all men, yet if it be allowed that he took upon him the
guilt of the whole world, and in a #r1& and proper fenfe
atoned for every man’s fin, and paid every man’s debt g
it would follow that all men will be {aved—] fay faved—
not redeemed cr reftored, as the univerfalifts abfurdly talk.
For the evident defign of our Saviour’s death was to de-
liver finners from going to hell, not to deliver them out
of hell. Mr. W. endeavours to ebyiate the force of this
objection thus. ¢ If a creditor exa® a debt due from
~¢an mfolvent debtor, at the hands of the furety, is not
“ the debtor according to all law and cquity in the pow-
‘““er of the furety, to be dealt wlth by him according to
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pel, the Calvinifis are of this opinion. But if, by a
day of grace he means a day when falvation 1s freely pro-
claimed to all who hear the gofpel ; and when the gofpel-
defpifer voluntarily rejeéts the gofpel, and thus expofes
him{elf to an aggravated punifhment ; the fentiment he
charges upon us we difclaim.

¢¢ That fufficient grace is afforded to all men at fome
- 8¢ certain feafon, i1s what we plead for, and the Calviniits
¢¢ deny.””* The finners inability to obey the gofpel con-
filts in the want of a will. And the Calvinifts are in-
deed of the opinion, that God does not by the influen-
ces of his Holy Spirit make a finner willing to obey the
gofpel, and then confign him to deftruction. Mr. W.
calls that grace which fuch as perifh receive {ufficient
grace. But for what purpofe 1s 1t fufficient? To fave
them I fuppofe he means, if they were difpofed to make
a {fuitable improvement of it. But this they are not by
nature. Does this grace then give all men a difpofition
to improve the -merciful day of their vifitation? None,
I imagine, will be abfurd enough to afirm this. For
what purpofe then is this grace {ufficient ? It 1s {uffici-
ent to leave fuch as perifh without excufe. It can do no
more, for 1t does not prove effectual to their {alvation.
And that fuch as perifh are left without excufe, the moft
rigid Calvinilt will acknowledge. And 1s Arminianiim
come to this !

After giving an account of the attainments of fome
apoitates,T Mr. W. intimates that the operationsof which
they were the fubjects, muft be faving operations ¢ To
¢¢ {ay they were common and not faving operations ef
 the Spint,”” fays he, ¢ 1s to give up the point, by
¢¢ granting his 1nfluences to extend to all in common.”’
Is to give up what point ! The doctrines of diftinguifh-
ing grace will not be at all affe¢ted by granting that
{fuch as perith are the fubjeéts of any operations or 1in-
fluences whatever, which are not eventually eftetual to
falvation.

¢« We believe’ fays Mr. W. ¢ that every exertion of
¢ the carnal mind is (total and dire&t) enmity to God—

* Page 30 + Page 36.
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¢ commandments. Therefore, while I thankfully afcribe
¢¢ to thee the houour of thy grace, thou wilt, I hope,
¢¢ allow me the honour of the good improvement I have
¢ made of 1t.”

And to the impenitent and wicked the Chriftian, agree-
ably to this {cheme of principles, may fay, ¢ Come not
¢¢ nigh; for I am holier than thou; I made myfelf
¢ to dlffer/ It 15 owing to my fuperior goodnefs,
¢¢ that T/ am a child of God and an heir of glory,
¢ whil¢ you are the {laves of {in and the children of
¢ wrdth.”

Thus we may fee that Arminianiim fofters pride,
while Calvinifm humbles the Chriftian to the very duft.
" Nor 18 this the only inftance in which the latter has, in a
practical view, valtly the advantage of the former. But
the limits to which I mult confine myfelf, wall not per-
mit me to enlarge upon this interefting part of the fub-
ject. I would, however, beg leave to obferve that Ar-
miniani{m feems to have a lefs tendency to awaken the
fecure finner, a greater tendency to miflead him when
awakened ; and a lefs tendency to promote a life of faith
and fervent piety.

A man who 1magines himfelf poffefled of power and
grace to repent at almoft any time, muft be in greater
danger of delaying his repentance, and of trufting too
much to his own {trength, fhould he {et about 1t, than if
he believed that his {alvation depends entirely upon the
mercy of God, and that he has no reafon to expect mercy,
unlefs he mftantly wait upon God for it in his appointed
way—A &lear conviction that we cannot help ourfelves,
and that our help can come only from God, muft ope-
rate as a ftrong motive 1mmediately to call upon Ged
for that help, without which we muft be forever un-
done ; and, at the fame time, have a tendency to pre-
vent us from relying bpon our moft [trenuous and pre-
fevering exertions i religion.  The higher OPIIHOX] a
man entertains of his own powers,the lcfo will he fee the
neceflity ot a life of daiiy faith upon the Sonof God,
tor that grace which the Chriltian needs every K
every mement—And the lels our obligations for grace













p

!

———

|1}

T .

L 66 ]

love? Do you believe, and confefs, that fovereign un-
merited grace hath thus diftinguifhed you fromall your
acquaintance—_from all mankind who are yet in their fins

- —and will not you diftinguifh yourfelves by the fervency

of your love, and the holinefs of your converfation?

Strange! that every refleCtiocn upon fuch amazing
love does not melt your hearts, and fet your fouls on fire.
vvuen you grow remifs and carelefs—when parvthl= o

. Joyments Lie too near your hearts, when your converfa-

tion is vain and your life unfruitful—do you then
believe and realize this love and grace? No : If the ever-
lalting unmenited love of God, and the fovereign diftin-
gutfhing grace of Chrilt were known and heartily believ-
ed, you would not fold your arms with the flothful—
trifle with the vain, or purfue the world as if it were
your all. ‘I'be {weet, the melting, and the conftraining
influence of fuch amazing love and grace would bear you
away 1n an unremitted courfe of chearful and devout

ebedience to the laws of your God and the gofpel of
your Lord and Saviour Jefus Chnift.

When at any time you indulge the leaft degree of ha-
tred, or ill-will towards any ot your tellow-creatures ; or
if you engage 1n captious debates, and vain contentions
about the perifhing trifles of this world, do you then re-

collect and heartily believe that it 1s not owing to any

vivtue, or goodnefs 1n you, that you are not as vile as
the wilefl, and acting a part as mean, and as profligate,
as any of youracquaintance ? No: fuch affe¢ting con-
fiderations, 1f heartily believed, would be powerfuly felt—
would melt the heart 1into tender compaflion for your
very enemies, and make you willing to concede to the
children of this world thofe paltry trifles, for which the
fons of contention are in arms; and for which——O mor-
ﬁfyinw recolle¢tion, Brother too often itrives with bro-
ther ! Then,inftead of hating, you would pray for your
worflt enemies ; inftead of contendmg with them, you
would flrive ¢ to quench ¢ the coals of growing ftiife ;”
and endeavour, by all the means 1n your power to pro-
mote their beft interelts; both in this and in a future
world.
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Truft then neo longer to this or any other refuge of
lies. Be affured that according to your own choice,
your eternal {tate will be decided. If Jefus and his fal-
vation be your hearty choice, heaven 1s yours. But un-
lefs you make this happy choice, you are undone for-
ever. Nor 1s there any thing to hinder you from doing
this, but a guilty oppofition 1n heart to Jefus Chnit
and his falvation. And can you 1magine that there 1s
any reafon fer this oppofition? Is he not worthy of
your efteem, your confidence, and your love ? Is not
his falvatiopn a great, a {uitable, and a precious falvation?
Do not then any longer make your {fin a plea for fin.
Believe and confefs your guilt, and try to feclas a poor
gofpel defpifer will {fcel before the bar of final judgment.
If 1t be a fact that you are unwilling to accept of the
falvation of Chrift, can you think it hard to be denied
what you are unwilling to receive ? And fince your un.
willingnefs to accept of this holy falvation is your fin,
can you think it unreafonable that you fhould be con-
Jigned to an aggravated punifhment on this account ?
But can you bear the thoughts of being configned to
fuch a dreadful doom 1in confequence of your wilfully
rejecting the f{alvation of Chrift ?

Take a view of the world 1in all 1ts glory, let its molt
enchanting {cenes pals in review before you. And then
raile your eyes to that Saviour who expired on Calvary
for finners, behold him on his Father’s throne and array-
ed in glory all divine—Dbehold him bearing the marks of
dying love, and ftretching out his compaffionate arms to
recetve 1nto favour every retarning finner, and fay, for
all that the world can do for you, for all the pleafures of
fin, will you renounce your part in Jefus Chnlt and his

falvation ¢ If you do, your blood muft be upou your

own head. The Saviour’s throne will be guiltiels—O
what a pity, that any who now afcribe a finner's falva-
tion all to grace, thould thus exclude themfelves and that
forever, from any part in the fongs of praife to Jefus
Chriit for grace and falvation wath which the famts in
glory will forever encompafs his holy throne—¢ Unto
 him that loved us and wafhed us from our fins in his
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““ own bload, be glory and dominion and {alvation, for-

¢¢ ever and ever. Amen.”’
That doétrines calculated to promote fuch falutary

effects in the world as the do&rines of grace are, thould |
by being mifunderftood and mifreprefented, eventually

occalion fuch animofities among profefling Chriftians---
18 enough to make the friends of religion and of man- |

kind weep ! And fhall it always be the cafe ?

Faithful and true are thy predi@ions, bleffed Jefus,
with regard to the mournful, as well as the happy confe-
quences of thy holy religion among men.. And hatt

thou not, O our Saviour, promifed peace in the latter

days, when the wolf fhall dwell with the lamb: and when

they fhall not hurt nor deftroy in all thy holy mountain!

O haften thefe long expetted days : haften the happy
time when all thy fervants fhall fee €y€ to eye ; and join
hand in hand to promote thy honour, and advance thy
kingdom on earth. For this thy faithful fervants have
long prayed, for this they fill pray, and long and wait,

Thou feeft how infidels triumph and perith-—how ini-
quity abounds. O come for our falvation, and for the
talvation of our world, thou defire of all nations.

Let . the duft and ruins of Zion be precious in thy
light ; talce pofleffion of the heathen tribes, as a part of
thy purchafed inheritance, and 1l the whole earth with
thy glory.

Sun of righteoufnefs,arife unon our benighted world ;

“and make the light of our moon as the light of our fun,

and the light of cur {un fevenfold; that all the 1ations up-
on earth may rejoice in thy beams, walk in thy light, and

purfue the devious paths of darknefs and €rror no more.

Prince of Peace, bind up we pray thee the breach of
thy people and heal our diffestions. Give to thy difci-
ples a brother’s heart, that they may love as brethren,
bLive 1n peace, and magmfy thy holy name forever., A-

jmnea.

THE END,.
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