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Should any pe1·fon think proper to animadvert 
upon tl1efe firiB:ures, it \vill be neceffary for him; 
if he \vifhe~ to deferve any attention, to confider : 
our fentiments precifely as they are fiated in pag. • 
16 a11,l 1 7. Sl1ot1 ld l1e have recourfe to the uf ual 
methocls of mifreprefentation, erroneous a11d oft­
en ret'uted conf·equences, unmeani11g addreffes to , 
tl1e pailio11s &c. he 1nay expect to be treated with 1 

1nerited negleB:. But if any man will, in the fpi. 
rit of chrifiiat1 111eek11efs and C¼lndor, undertr1ke to r 
11rove that a fi.11ner's falvation ought not tE> afcrib .. 
eel e11ti1·eJy to gr;ice, he may expect to mP.et with 
eve1·y attet1tio11 ,vhich the merits of his 11erform- . 
ance fl1all <lefet·ve. 

I fhall coi1clude tl1is preface in the words of a pi­
ous a11d celeb1·ated 1noder11 writer* '' the views I I 
'' i1ave received of the doll:1·ines of grace are effen-
,, tial to ri1y }Jeace. I could not live co1nfortaoly \ 
'' a day or an hour witl1out them, I likewife be- . 
'' lieve, yea, fo fa1· as my poor attai111nents war-
,, rant me to f peak, I kno\v them to be friendly tr 
'' l1olinefs, and to have a direlt influe11ce in pro-
,, (luci11g and 1nai11tc1ining a g(:')fpel converfation, . . 
~, ancl therefo1·e I mHfi not be afhamed of then1.'' 

SOJOURNER'S INN, 

Feb. 15, 17,3. 

• Mr. John Newton'a Pref. to hie Hymns, 
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P O S T S C R I P T. 

BEFORE thefe firicl:ures were committed to tl1e 
prefs, the Author received the account of Mr. W's 
death; he therefore thought proper to fupprefi ma­
ny things which were calculated not fo much to ob­
viate his objecl:ions to Calvinifm, as to expofe the 
many inconfifiencies contained in his pan1phlet, 
and the difingenuoufnefs which marks that per­
for1nance. 

It would not be a very difficult taflc to fue,v, 
tl1at Mr. W. himfelf has conceded principles 
which direcl:ly overturn all his own Argurnents, and 
render him mofi inconfifient ,vith himfelf. How­
ever, perhaps tl1e reader, will after a careful per. 
ufal be f o well fatisfied, that Mr. W. has either 
mifunderfiood or mifreprefented the <locrrines 
·which he once pretended to preach for a fpace 
of about 18 years, that it would be u11neceifary 
to expofe his weaknefs in this place. • 

But though Mr. W. be dead, as he is frill 
fpeaking by his pa1nphlet agalnft the <lotlrines 
of grace; and a& there are many living preachers 
who are daily mifreprefenting thefe doclri11es, it 
was not thought proper to fupprefs tl1c follo\ving 
attempt to fet thent in a juft light. • 

• 
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C A L V I N I S lVI, ' } acc. 

·----
S E C T I O N I. 

Cal'Vi11if,11, 01· the Dofi,·i,,es of G1·,1ce jl.at,d. 

R. WAL I( ER e11titles t l1e pa1111il1let 11110~·1· 
confid~1·ation, '' Tl1e Fourft1l<l l~o1111cl,1ti 11 111· 

'' Calvi11ifm exami11ed a11d f11akc11.'' Tl11.! titlt' ottJl1t 
rather to l1ave heen '' an attempt to 1net:i!11r)rpl1ofc ul­
,, vinifm into Fatalifrn,'' for l a1n i"t1rt' l1is P• 1npl1lct c.le­
fcribes tl1e latter, rathe1· tl1an tl1e f<>rm<?r. 

With regard to the ter1n Calvinifn1, by \Vl1icl1 tltc 1· n­
timents of about 011e l1alf of ottr protefla11t cl1ur~l1es .ir<; 
dillingt1iilit:d, I cannot fay thJt I am \'~ry 11110 ,if it. 
1~hough I belie\·c tl1 d0.:lri,1cs ,vl1ich C::il\·i11 t 11,1,l1t, to 
be itl gener,11 ,1gree:1blc to tilt: Icrip'tut·~~, yt't I \.!'an lt.t 
accede tu all l1is it>11ti111c11ts. Nor tlo I tl1i111:: il ~C!")· pru­
per that our rl·ligious u1)i11iu11s 111:,11ld 1·ecciv~ l1i:11 < e-
11orr,i11ation frorn a11y 1n?.n. 'f,1-:! Jc1ctri11 ... s co111111,,11 l y de­
n1):11i n a te<l C.11 vi 11 i 1·,n 1ni gl1 t \vi cl I g1·c..i t er pr,,;,~ ict }" I,: ca I l­
ed ~l1e d0ctri11er.uftl1e llef,irrnt<lCl!tlrc}1L~; t"or thC)'\V~J"c' 

generally rec.:~i\·e<l by tl1t: cl1urcl1e:; ot· tl1at <l--l'cri1> :u1l, 

u11ti1 Armi11i,1s arofe to propag3te a cliifer·,·1,t f)·lle 11 ,if 
religious fent.i1ncnts, a1,<l tv t1 a11f o\it Iii:, 11,1111..: to his 11u­

merous folio\.\·e1·s. 

, 



Whe11 a11 cx11c1·ic11cc<l genc1·:1l takes tl1e field t ., ccnten<l 
i 11 ar111s, l1is add refs an cl rnilita 1·y Il~ill is m ucl1 d ifc J, ered in 
tl1e choice <>f liis grot111d.-An.<1 ,M1·. W. l1as, I t: :rik, dif­
L'Ovtrcd fo1ne.1cld 1efsi11tl1ccl1oicehe has'madeof 2·rot1ndf<lr 
l1is fpirited attack t1p1J11 tl1e C,1lvinifl:s. lt is g r1>11nd t1po11 
v:l1i,:l1 few Calv-ifljfts, I imagine, will cl1ufe to n1eet l1im. 

,, 'l'he foui1c.1atic>n t1pc>11 ~11hicl1 tl1e ftl})l'lilr11ctt1re of 
'' Calvi11iJ·rn is 1·eared, fays l1e, is fourfold , viz:'' 

1. '' Tl1at t~,e nat ,1 re •>f God being i1n1nt1table, l10 

<, <>ne ca11 begin to be the ol)je8: of tl1e divine love f 
'' confeqt1entl)', l1is elect were loved by him f1·om ete1·­
,, 11ity, and the reft of manki11<l net loved by him at all.'' 

2. '' That tl1e ,ivill of man is 11ot a felf-dete1·mining . 
'' p1·inciple, (>1· ir1 otht·r words, that the foLtl cannot aet 1 

b 
. . n. d ,, '' ut as it 1s acl.e upon. 

3. '' That the merits of Chrift were defigned as an 
'' :it.oncment 011ly for the .fi11s of fome elect individuals.'' 

~1-· ' ' That a pa1·t of tl1e ht1ma11 1·ace a.re never tinder 
'' l'L1cl1 g1·aciot1s i11fl11ences of tl1e Holy Spirit, as to en• . 
'' able them to obtain falvation·; i11 !l1ort, that they a1·e 
'' left ,,·ithout ,vl1at l1as been ufttally called a day 0f 
'' grace. Some pr<Jfeffed Calvinifts holcl one, fome t,.vo, 
'' fon1e th1·ee, an<l fome all four of the juft n1entioned 
'' pro:i;<l!itio11i::. But 110\.\•ever they m-ay differ in ex. 
'' plai11in:s tl1emfelves, it 1natters not, p1·ovided they ac-
,, k11owlt·dge this capital point : viz. that fome of the 
'' i11dividuals of mankind are le-ft \\'itl1out tlie poffibili-
'' ty of obtai11i11g fall'ation by Chrift.'' Page 2 and 3. 

1.'ht1s ,,-e 1nay ft<;> that Mr. '\V. m,1kes the capital and 
difl:ing1.1ifl1i11g ter1et of Calvi11ifrn, to be a belief, that 
fl1cl1 as a1·e not elected canntlt poffibly obtain falvation I 
b)' Chrift. And this is the fame tl1ing as to fay, that 
it· a n1a11 is not eleEl:td, }1e mt,ft be da1n11ed, do wl1at he 

II& 

ca11 ; irnplying that tl1e 11on-elect may be heartily i11 ear­
ne{l to cibtai n i·alvation, bt1t precl11<led by an i1·refiflible 
d,~cree. Sucl1, ind.:ed, is the rep1·efentatio11 wriich tl1e 
A1·mini,1ns con1mo111y give of Ca!vinif m. It is, howe-
ve1· a ,·ery L111fa ii· 1·ep1·efentation. Tl1e ,•ery unpo1;ula1· 
fentiment ,vhich l\lr. W. palms t1pon the Calvini11s, is 
an i11fc1·ent·e wl,ich the Arn1inians d1·a,v from our prin­
ciples. But it is i11 inference ,vhich we difclaim. 
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'I'o dra,v from our fentime11ts ail erroncot11 _an,l o'u­
noxious inference, to make it the C.tJiital teu.:t ot'C· lvit ~ 
if1n, and tl1en to prodt1ce tl1e fe11ti111~·i1ts fr0r11 \\'l1ich tl1i,ti 
inference ,va$ dra,vn, i11 an adt1ltt•r;1ted fra~e; as 11"1·. 'i'\ . 
has<lo11e to fupport it, is difi11genLtot1s :ind t111f,1i,·: ,~,,. 
h-ave a 1·igl1t to deduce f1·01n the fent1_1nc11t. ·.,·!1.ch ~-(• 
oppofe all tlie_ abfurd ct>nfe~\1.e11ces ~•l11t·l1 tl1::-.y_ :lflpe.it· 

really to conta1:1; but 11otl11ng ca11 1)l' 111<>rc 111tJtllt, 11<1-
thing ca11 be 111ore uncan,iid tha11 to cli:irg·c 11p,J1l otl,,:r; 
as their !et1tin1ents, the (()nfcc111e111.:es \l-'"Uicl1 tilt')" tl1r111-
ftlves difavo,,·"'. 

• 

i'lotl,ing c.:i, !,e more fc,reign f iom ot1r fc11ti,11ent,; tli:-n 
the f uppofition that a man 111::1y do all fie can, <>t" ~111 e 
has a r,atw·al po,ver to d<> ; ,111d )·o:t be a ca{~ ;1 \Vl.l }'. \: c 
belie\·c, that f11t·l1 as p::ri01 art· al,va}'S in l1c,,rt 11ppofcr~ 
to the ,vay c,f ial,•aiil111, tl1roL1gh uu1· I,or<l ]l·t11s Cl1ri l, 
a11J that it is 011 acc·ount of· tl1e lins cf tl1l.'ir lieart a11J 
lives ,,,J1rch they Vl>lu11tary i11dL1lge, au11 11ot (Ill acco11r t ,., 

of a decrt'e devoting them to i11e,•ital>le dcll:1·,1~ion, tl1,1t 
they perifh: 01·, i,1 other \\"Orcls, ,,·e l,elit'1·e tl1;1t it is 
their 01v11 .fi11, arid r1'.'.lt the decrees of Gci.:l, ~ltat is the 
,·aufe of tl1tir deflrtrt.lion.f TI1c clodri11es c,f i;race, <)!' 

,vl1at ma;', I tl1i111:, be very prc>pe,·ly c~1ll~d tl1t: c,1pit;il 
and diftir1guill1ing tenets ol:· Cruvi11if1n, c,)11lill in a l1l·Ji._,!· 
that our fal,·atiou is t•. be e11tircly afcribed to ~1-r.ce, to 
mere, t1ndeferved fav<;11r. 

vVe believe tl1at it ,vas grac:e tl1at prc>vide<l :1 Sa•,ioL1r, 
that it was grace tl1at paid tl1e priL·e 1Jf ottr re<lei111>tiu11, • 
tl1at it is grace tl1at begin:;, ca1·rit:s t111, ~,n<l fi11ill1es tl1e 
finner's falvation. So tl1:!t f,1lvation fr<1111 it~ t1rig:11r1', 
and f1·om tl1e firft: ray of hea,•enl)· light \\'l1ich 1la,\·11!, 11p-
011 tl1e finner on eartl1, u11tiI ,t era \'ll of glo,-y j., pt1t 11p-
011 hiH !1ead in r1ea~en, is ail g·rac<.', I>ttre \lnrni~;t i,1·..1t•e, 

A11d this grace 111:1y \c1·y pr01ierly lJe callc<l ~fl"c:8:ual arid 

.,, Would the _'\rn1i11ia,1s chufe to be treated i11 a !imilar "'ay? 
~ere we tu allegethat they believe tl1e Grid ,vhon1 tht:)' ,vur­
furp, to be a n1~ta ?le de.ity, whole cxpci:latio11s are 0J'tc11 d,f:ip­
po111ted, and h1, ,,·111 controlled, would thc:y· tl1iok this fair? Or 
'\ver~ we tu cl1arge them with the opinic,n thtt holincfs i, 

1 
utl,lr," 

liut an c1n1ity 11ame, would not they con1plain ? S:: Ei-wcr.;'i 
0
~ 

Hle /,Vj//, part 3 . .Jelli(Jn 6. 
t (~1,nfi:ffion of faith. Chap. 3. Seu. 7. 

• 

I 
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diftinguifbing g1·ace. EffeB:ual, becaufe it accomplifher; 
the encl for which it is given, that is, falvation. A11d 
cliil:inguifhing, becal1fe it makes a diftinB:ion between 
thofe who are the fttbjecls of it, and th0fe wh<, are not. 
A diftinclion by V\'hich all boafting is excluded. So thc.t 
tl1e f ubje€cs of this grace cannot adopt tl1at pro11d pl1a­
rifaical language, a11d fay unto the impenitent fin11er, '' I 
made myfelf to differ.'' 

But when we afc1·ibe our falvation entirely to grace.4 

we are (ar fi-om a<lmitting the fentiment, that this does 
not prodt1ce good wo1·ks, in the f ubjeB: of it. We ab­
hor that Antinomian phrc11zy which wottld make void 
the la,v thro11gh grace. The docl:ri11es of grace efta- . 
blifh the law. Not indeed as a covenant c)f \.,,orks; but 
as a pt1re a11d invariable rule of a holy life. 111 as pe1·feB: 
a co11fille11cy with the do€cri11es of grace, as ,vi t!1 the 
covenant of wo1·ks, may it be faid, tl1at without holinefs 

~no mar1 fhall fee the Lc>rd. 
1..,he decrees of God are his holy and eternal pt11·pofe . 

or determi11ation to do whatfoever he dotl1 i11 time. Did 
,ve tl1erefore, know what God dotl1 in time, we would 
alfci know what he hath decreed fr<>m eternity. And 
imperfeet as our knowledge of tl1e wc)rks of God i:s; ,ve 
know that with regard to f ucl1 as obtain falvation, God 
deli,e1·s them f1·<im tl1e guilt and the dominion of fin, 
adopts tl1en1 into his family, preferves them from every 
fnare a11d te1nptation, wl1ich would be their ruin, and at 
le11gth exalts tl1em to a {½ate of complete happinefs in 
heaven. All tl1is then, he rnt1ft from eternity l1ave de­
te1·mined or d t'c1·eed to do ; and this i8 ,,,hat \'l'e mean by 
eleetion. As a proof that f uch are the fentiments 
,vl1icl1 the Calvinifts entertain "\\'ith ref peel to the divine 
ciecrees, I wot11d beg leave to quc,te the following paf.., 
fages from the ,v-eftminfter confeffion of Faith. 

'' God from all eternity did, by the moil: wife and ho­
,, ly counfel c>f his OVi'n ... vill, freely and u11cl1angeahly 
'' 01·dain whatfoever comes to pafs : yet fo as thereby 
'' neither is God tl1e author of· fin, nor is violence offer­
'' <'d to the will of the creatures, 11or is the libe1·ty 01· 

'' contingency of fecond caufes taken away, but rather 
'' ellablifhed. ' ' Chap. 3. Sea. 1 • 

... - ( 

• 
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• And in chap. 5. feel:. 4. ,ve ltave ~heft> rema1·kable 
words '' Yet fo as the fi nft1l11efs tl1ereof p1·oceedetl1 011Iy 

,, fro:i tl1e creature, and not from God, ,vl10 being- 1noll 
,, holy and righteous, neitl1er is nor ca11 be Ll1c autl1or oi: I 
'' approver of fin.'' . •• 

'fl1us we may fee that according to ouT Cc1nfcffion, no 
violence is offered to the will of tl1c fi11ner, 11or is the li­
berty or conti11gency of fecond caufes taken a,vay ; a11<l 

tht finfulnefs of all finf11l acl:io11s proceedeth from the 
creature and not from God. And co11feque11tly the <l:..­
crees of God cannot be the CaL1fe or fin. 'l'l1e{c l1c)ly 
dec1·ees do not force, or 11\/lp, or incline the f11111er t0 L) 

evil. B11t how can this be the cafe, it "'ill be ,ibjeciecl, 
fince God hath '' t111changeably 01·Jained , ·l1atl·ut·vcr 
'' comes to pafs,'' and fi11ce, in relation to tl1e forck11u\\'­
ledge and det~rt'e of God tl1e firlt caufe, all tl1i11f;1l 1.:01r1s? 
to pafs imm11tably and inf:1llihly? cl1ap. 5. fttt. 2. 111 

,vhat manne1· can God he {aid to decree fi11f11l attio11 
and not ca11fe tl1em to take p]:¼cc·, or exert fon,e i11f111eni:c: 
in the affair? This \\'e may learn from tfie 6tl1 ,.:11..tJ), f .. ~t. 

1 
rf!:. '' Our firft p:irents b--:ing feduced by the f u !1tl,: ya 1cl 
'' temptation ot· Satan, i111ned ir1 eJ.ti11g the lorti:dcJ,._,, 
'' frtzit. Tl1is tl1cir fi11, God \\·as pl,._>afcJ aecvrcli11•r t1, 
'' his wife and holy cc,11nfl:l to pcrmi t, l1 t\ i11g purp'of.J 
'' to order it to his own glo· )"· '' 

It appears tlien, accorlling to the \Veft:111in(ler C',,1,­
feffior1, tl1at intlead of l:1yi:1g the fi1111t·r 11nd1:r .111 ~tlili,-
lute neceffity of finning, God 011ly pc-1·111it5 it 111 t'akL I 
place, and at the fame time overrtiles it t() 1·tll)fer.·e f11111 .. 

valuable p11rpofc:. l'hcft' pa!fages a1·c, I tl1i11k, ft;ffi ·ic11t 
to eftablifh the affe1tioos ti1at, according t <J C:1lvi11illic j 
fet1time11ts, it is tin, and 11ot tl,e tlecrees of Gou, tl1at ru-
.i11s tl1e fi11ally impe111te11t fir111e1 ·. 

'fl1at fom;;: Calvinifls l1a9c: arlopte<l fc·11tin1t>11t •, \'li·v 

<lifre1cr1t from the repr~fe11tatio11 \vl1iL·l1 I l1:.i,cgivtr1 ui t:,~ 
,locl:rines of grace 11111ft i11dl'Cll be ad111itted. ,-1'11,:rc a

1
·e 

a fc,\,,of tltis <lcfcri1lti011, \'.'Jlu cvnlidl•r tl1e Jl:'atl1 \Jf(~J1ri •l, 
tl1e i11vit:1tio,1s, :111d all tl1c p~c11lia1· bleffi11gs of tf 1,.: g()f• 

peJ, as a }Jf ol Lltel }" 1·e!l r ic.ti:d tt1 tl1 t' ei.ccl:. But ti, is re• 
flrictcd fcl1en1e do1:s 11ot cc111dcm11 the 11on-::l1:ct. tv ar1 a,,_ 
gravated cv11dcP.1!1atiu1i, beca11fe tl1cy do 11c.t 1tp,:;1t :\iiJ 

B 2 



[ 18 J 
believe to the f aving of the foul. It is, however, a • 
fcheme of principles, whicl1 feems to be utterly inconfiftent 
,vith Luke xiii. 24, 25. Jol1nvi. 2, 7. Cl1ap.xii. 35,36. 
AB:s iii. I 9. and eve1-y other general exhortation or 
~ommarid to evangelical repentance and faving faith.­
As this reftriB:ecl fcl1eme is, I have 1-eafon to believe, 
adopted b11t by few Calvi11ifts of i11fo1·mation, it muft be 
an inftance of great injt1ftice to charge their pect1liar fen­
timents 11pon the whole 1)arty. 

• 

S E C T I O N II. • 

' 
' 

Mr. lValker's objeflions to the everlajling love of Got!~ 
coefiderecl. 

HE firit fc,11r1dation of Calvinifm according to 
Mr. W. is, 

'' Th1t tl1e 11at11re of God being immutable, itO one 
'' can begin to be the objeB: of the divine love, confe­
,, q11entl)' l1is elea v;•e1·e loved by him from eternity, and 
'· t~1e refl of 1na11ki11d not loved by him at all.''"" 

Mr. W. admits that love in God co11fidered as an ef­
f ential attribute is eternal and unchangeable. '' The 
'' Calvinifls, fays he, \,,ill pe1·haps imagi11e this is giv­
,, i11g 11p the point. But I muft beg leave to fpeak a 
'' little fa1 the1· (in God's behalf, before I can admit their 
, : conclt1fions.'' An(l wl1at is t}1e pt11·port. of the apolo­
gy he is abot1t t<) offe1· for l1is Mal(.e1· ! I fhall give it in 
l1is oi.vn ,,,01·ds. '' Anger, ,,,rath, a11d l1ate, are attrib11t­
,, ed to God as ,vell as love. Pfal. vii. I I. John iii. 36. 
'' Pfal. iv. 5. No,v fho11ld anger, v;•1·atr1, 01· hate, at any· 
• 1 partic11lar period take place in God, a11d not l1ave bee11 
'' in l1im befo1·e, tl1ey mufl a1·ife fro1n f ome extraneot1s 
'' cat1fe, and wot1l<l argt1e the I)eity to be changeable; 
'' which woulq. be blafpl1emous to f uppofe·-\\1 e co11fider 
'' 11otl1 love and ,vrath as effential properties in God.''t 

'$ Page 3. t Page 4. 

• 

• 

' 
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It might as well be alleged that a fhad<>1,v is cfTential 

to the fttn, beca11fe a fhadow is al\vays t·o1·1ned w lien l1is 
beams a1·e intercepted, as that l1ale arid a11ger, or ,.,,rath, 
are effe11tial p1·ope1·ties in God, becat1fc lie l1ates fin ,vhc rt 
it takes place, and pt1nifl1es tl1e finner. Nor ,,·ill it by 
a11y _means follo,v tl1at a cl1ange 1nult take place in God 
when he hates fin, a11d punif11es the finner, t111l1.:fs l1atrl·d 
and ,vratl>. be e!fential prope1·tie~ of his 11at111·e. 

'fhe great Gc,d is not tl1t· ft1bject of a11y of tl1ofe p1·0-
perties ,vhich 1·efide in the breaft of a weak mortal. 
By hatred, a11ge1·, w1·atl1, a11d vengeance, as aft:1·ibed to 
God in tl1e l1oly f c1·ipt11res, ,ve are to u11de1·{land not 
any pafiion, not a11y emotion i11 the Deity, but l1is calm 
difapprc,bation of fi11, and tl1e ma11ifeflatio11s J1e gives of 
that diiapprobation, or tl1e p11nifl1ment l1e i11fliB:s upon 
the finne1·. Now it might as ,,,ell be :i.llegcd tl1at an 
eclipfe of the f u11 irnplies a cl1ange in that l11rnin:11')', :1s 
that hatred a11d wratl1 in tl1is f.:11fe, implies a cl1a11gc in 
God.* '' The latter co11clufic>n, faJ'S lie, is t111dc>t1btc<l­
,, ly true as ,,·ell as tl1e fl>rmer, tl1011gl1 tl1c Cal\·i11ifts 
'' '"·110 malZ<' God's love to fp1·i11g frr)m an arbitr,11·)· ,,·ill, 
'' 01· fovereign pleaf11re, and confegut·11tl)· l1is anilr, 
'' wratli, a11d l1ate to flo1-11' frc,m the fa1ne f ot1rcl·, fta1·t at 
'' it, as '"'ell tl1ey may, fo1· in that light its featu1·es a1·e 
'' horridly dreadful.'' 

'' It ,,,ill doubtlefs he alleged that et,:rnal love, ,vhich 
'' decreed tl1e falvaticii1 of the elect, l1as projected all tl1c· 
'' mea11s condL1cive thereunto. Grantc,l, b11t riot i11 tl1c 
'' caJ,,inifiic confl-r11B:ion, ,,·l1icl1 i11ilt·a<l of confideri11g 
'' eternal love in God to be a11 effcntial prOJlert)' i11 l1is 
'' 11att11·e, as ,ve !1a,·e defi11ed it, mak,s it a11 a1·l1itr:ir,• 
'' cl1oice of f ome i11di, id11als, to tl1c utter cxclulic>n c;f 
'' all others fron1 1 crcy.''7· ' 

rro m,1,. :::-,b.:r, ,,•r;1tl1, ,ind l1atc, effential propt·rtics 
i11 God, is to tJlC dre;1dful, i11 e,·L·ry lloint of liglit. l-I,1J 
Mr. '\T,

7
• <>nly l1appt·ne<l to c,1/l l1is t)'e 111>c>n ti,,~ fv111·tl1 

q11ef1:io1
1 i11 tht· vVt:flrni11ilc·r fl1ortt'r c,1tt'L'l1ift11, lit: 111it·l1t 

l1av--· {(Lil frci1n tl1e ;1nf v.·e1·, tl1at tl1e Calvi11i/li;. ,v1~:}rl.! 
fer1ti1ne11ts 1,e <'ppofes, bt.·lieve GL1<l to be infi11itl', t:lct·• 

.. See tile fl)llrfuld fou11i!l. l,c. rag. 7• ·t f3~. 4 lo 8. 
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nal, and 11uchangeable in his goodnefs, that is in ' hi6 
Love. 

It is evident, therefore, that nothing can be more un-
1 juft than ,to fay that the Calvin1{ts do 11ot confider '' love 

~, i11 God to be an effential pi·operty i11 his nature.'' 
Nor is it lefs unj uft, to allege that we co11fidet love i11 
God, even as it ref pe&s tl1e elea, to f pri11g from a11 ar­
bit1·ary will in God, and to be an arbitrary choice of 
fome individuals, to the 11tter exclufion of all othe1·s from 
mercy. The term arbitrary is com1nonly ufed to ex­
prefs the u11righteo11s ,·✓ ill of a def pot or tyrant. And 
tliat it is in tl1is fenfe tl1at Mr. W. 11fes it, is evident 
from tl1e following qt1otations. '' If we confider love 
'' and wrath as aaii of me1·e fovereignty, I will becaufu 
'' I \vill, and that God appoints to be diftributed among 
'' his c1·eat11res, ete1·nal favo111·s and ft1fferings, ,vithout 
'' regard to virt11e or vice, holinefs or fin; we plead fc>r 
'' a fovereignty in God ,vhicl1 would £hock us in a fellow-

• '' c1·eature. Our idea of tyranny, is fovereignty, untem • 
'' pered with be11evol1:11ce and juftice. Perhaps Neb11-· 
' ' chadnezza1· and Nero exe1·cifed as much f overeignty as 
'' any two of the child1·en of Adan1; but we are far 
•• f1·om concludi11g .then, the moil God-like.' ·* 

'' It will doubtlef !'1 be alleged, that eternal love ,vhich 
' ' decreed the falvation of the elecl., has pr<)jeB:ed all the 
•' means cor1duci1,e there11nto-Befo1·e we fuffer our 
'' mir1ds to be beg11iled by a 1nixt11re of trutl1 anrl erro1·, 
'' let us again take a view of tl1e co11nterpart. That. 
' ~ eternal bate, which decretd the damnation of the non­
,, elect, has proje&.:ed all t he mea11s cot1 dt1cive thereu11to.f 
'' Elel'ting love wl1icl1 flov-,s from an arbita1·y will in 

L. 

,. P :1ge 4 

t This dreadfu l cl1arge l'vTr. \1/' . endeavours to prove agai11fi 
tl1e Calvinifls t,y f0 n1 t. qu~t aci c, 11 ~ fr on1 tl,e \Vefrmi11lter conf~f­
fio1, of J,1ith, Stec.. c_h ~i,. i,i, fe et. I. a11d cl':iap. 5. feel. 2,. al-
1·i:ady cc1nfidrre t1 (1,ag . 16-17. ) 

'' 1·~,e a l• 1~. llt/ po\.vc-r elf God extendcth it!e•i, ever1 to the 
•• firf\: f al1, .1,1d all ,>tl1c 1 s, fi11s of au gels and r11cn, and tl1at not 1:-y 
<t bare pe1n1 :Jli t>11. Cha p. 5. Je& 4." • 

Tl1is ,);.ragraph l\.l r. W . hat], n1iferlhly perverted. AC'cord­
iiig to I 1• -q11ot:1tiur, i t is tl~e po,1er of Gor' tn1t cxt endeth itfclf 
to the firlt i all, and all otl1er fin s, and that not b:y a bare pern1i.f• 

" 



[ 2 I ] 

'' God, muft keep pace ,~.rith a 1·eje8:ing hate, ,vl1ick 
., equally flo,vs from the fame arbitrary ,,,ill.''* 

Thus ,ve may fee that Mr. 1.V. makes ele8:io11, accord­
ing t<> calvi11i{lic principleR, to flow fron1 an arl)it1·ary 
will in God, and to be infeparably cor1ne8:ed ~,ith an ar­
bitrary rejeB:ing hate, by wl1ich all c>tl1ers are exclu~ed 
fro1n mer,y. A11d if God projeB: the mea,111 co11dL1c1\•e 
to the falvation of tl1e eleB: it ,,,ill, l1e all<?ges, f<)l!o,v tl1at 
God mu{t alfo projeB: tl1e 1neans condt1ci,c: tl, the damn:1-
tion of the no11-elect. 

As this is a fav,iL1rite topic of Jcclan1atio11 ,vitl1 Ar­
n1i11ians, a11cl 011e of t l1e 1110!1: popt1l:t1· a11d f ucct'fsft1l n1e­
th1>ds yet de:fig11 rd, to difc1·edit the do8:ri11es of g1·ace, 
and to excite grounlllefs prej 11dicc3 again il tl1t'111, it 1n1:ri ts 
a particular attc11ti1111. 

"\Vl1e11 ,ve call tl1e love c1f Go<l t<l c·li:-:l: fi11ner& ftlve­
reign love, we dtl 11 ot 111ea11 tl1,1t it is 11,>t fo tt11<lctl 11po11 
tl1e jufiell: r1:afo11s; bt1t that i.l1efc: reafo11s are 1111 i~11t>\ ,, 
to us; that tl1c: gre,1t G( i d is 11r.tl~r no c1l)lig:1tio11fi in 
poi11t of jufiice, tt> atford tlit'm the l,leffi,1g-s tl1ey 1·1:ccivc; 
and tl1at n(> pec1iliar ble.ffi11J is co11i·t·r1·ecl 11pon them or1 
accou11t tJf fupe1·ior 1nerit. In f ucl1 <lif1ie11fatio11s t,f 11n­
me1·ited love, is tl1ere any tl1i11g tl1,1t lot>ks likt.= tl1e -:. 1·­
ranny of a Nebuchadnezzar or a Ne1·0? 

Nothir,g can bt mo1·e ab[11rd than to allege tl1at an ar­
bitrary rejecting hat reel, ,vl1e1·eb)' tl1t' 11011-1.:11:et are exclud-

fion; but l1y ;i refill:lef.~ force. I 1,rt:fume he jotendecl to infi,1u:ite 
that the fi11ncr n1ay lie cr1r11p:!lled to fin, loci tht·n <la1i1ncd for it. 

But acco1·ding to tl1e co11leffion <>f f2ith, it is the pro,·iuence of 
Gorl, a11d not fi'llply his po,ver, that extcndeth itftlf to fin, I fl1;ill 
tranfcribe the paragra11h Chap. v. -/eel. 4. 

'' The aln1i~hty po\,·er, t111fearchalil.: wifd<>n1, anti infinite 
'' goodnefs of God, fo far manifeil themfclvcs in his provi<lcocc, 
'' that it cxte11d~tl1 itfelf even to th.: firft fall, and all otl1er fins 
'' of angels and men, and that not l,y a bare pern1iffion, out fuel\ 
'' as hath joined \Vith it a moft wife and powerful bou11ding, and 
'' otl1~rV1'ife ordering and governing of then1, io a manifol<l dif­
,, penfation to his OV1•11 holy endg : yet fo as tll! finful11efs thereof 
'' proce<.'dctl1 only fron1 the crtaturc, a11d oot fron1 Gou, who, be­
,, ing mofr l1oly and righteous, 11ri1l1cr is, nor ca11 l>c, the author 
'' or approver of fin,'' Does thi5 look lil:c projeding tl1e-mcans 
of tl1e £inner's damnation. 

* Page 3. 
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eel from mercy, 11ecefrarily follotvs f1·01n fove1·eigrl electing 
love. To hate an<l rejeet a cre·atu1·e fi·on1 happinefs in 
an a1·bitrary manner, is to hate and rej ec':t him witl1out 
a cat1fe,-,vitl1ot1t any fa11lt i11 the cre,: t,1re. And this 
mt1f1: be an i11ftance of the greate!l: injufiice and crueity. 
It ,vo11ld then be very afto11if:1i11g, if the greateft injuftice 
ar;id c1·11elty muft neceffarily fol low from 2n infiance of 
the greate{t be11evole11ce ariti grace. B1:t wl10 are they 
who 21·e fuppofetl to meet ,vith fuch crt1el and ' t1njtift 
t1·eatment ? Innc1ce11t creatures ? N <) : b11t finne1·s who 
live and die in fin) and who v:ill f11ff't1· notl1ing , but ,vhat 
they defe1 .. 1,·e on acco1111t uf t}i eir Iiri. The purpo1t of 
the objectio11 \VC ar{· conl1dering the11 appears to be this. 
Tl1:it ,,,rhe11 God infli cls upon 11on-elect 6r1nc•rs that p11-
r1i{]1n1ent which their crimes deferve, he does not punifu 
tliem for the ;r fi11 , b11t ir1 a11 a1·bit1·a1·y tyrannical n1anner. 
And ""'hy? l~ecatife he befl:,.>,vs undeferved favo11rs upon 

.__ the elelt. It might as "'ell be alleged, that if a gene­
ro11s creditor Jl1ot1ld 1·emit the debt of one of his debto1·s, . 
lie could not exact from another his debt, without acting 
the part of an arbit1·aryr, unjuit mar1. Or, that if an 
ea1·thl)r ruler arid judge, with a defign to anfwer fome 
importa11t p11rpofe in his gover11ment, v1ere to pardon 
one cri1ninal ,ind i11fli8: upon another only that punifh-
1nent Vi'hich his crimes deferve, the punifhment inflicted 
upon the ft1fferi11g c1·iminal co11ld not be for his crimes, 
b11t an effect of t3rranny and injuflice ! 

Is it 11<>t very fu1·prizir1g, that M1·. W. ,\,ill not ad­
mit, that the Sove1·eign of the 11niverfe may do good to 
any n11mber of his c1·eatures, witho11t doing ioj11ilice to 
the reft? 

May not the fovereign Lord on }1igh, 
Difpenfe l1is favours as be will, 
Chufe fome to life ,·.- l1ile others die, 
And yet be juft and righteous ftill? 

WATTS. 

There cannot poff1bly he the fhadow of an inconfiilen­
cy, between the befto,ving of undeferved favo11rs 11pon 
the elect, and the inflicting of or1ly deferved puaifument 
upon others. 

.. • 

• 

• 
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• Nothi11g can be eve11 ir1fe1·red fr<>m eleftion alune ,,,ith 
1·egard to the {late of the non-elecl:, 0111y that they a1·e 
not the fl1bjell:s of difting11ifhing g1·ace. Wl1c·n God 
.elected the Jews to be a ptct1lia1· people, it did 11ot i1n• 
ply that 11one bttt Je;v.:; could be tl1e people of God. 

• W e1·e tl1e Sove1·eign of all \\'01·lds to tranOat~ one l1,1lf 
of the inhabitants of Ollr ,vo1·ld to l1eave11 to-Ul}·· Frorn 
this circumftance it ,vould 11ot Le poilibli.:: to l :arn \\·l1at 
the fate of the 1·efi: ,~·ot1ld be. N 01· c:1n ,,·e lea1·11 from 
election, confidered fin1ply i11 itfelf, or from t'-ie t1·anf1a­
tion of the elc[t to l1eaven, at different periods of ti1ne, 
what tl1e fiual ilate of the 11on-eleet "'·ill be. 1'l1ere jg 
no con11exion bet,,1ee11 the u111ne1·itecl grace beflc>,.,,eJ up-
011 the elea, at1d the voluritaty fi,1, ar1d co11feq11c11t ruin 
of thofe ,,-ho perifl1. If, ho,ve\·er, the bill:01·y of elect­
ing love /houl<l irnply ~l1at the no11-elcct ,,,ill pcri<h, tlris 
\VOl1ld be no 1·eaf-0n ,vhy the docl:ri11e fl1<)ltltl Le J1fcardedt 
t1r1lefs it could be made a1>pear, that elettio11 is a ca11.fc of 
their deftruB:ion. We <lo not erafc fro1n OL11· hible1, tl1c 
nl1merous texts whicl1 aif u1·e us, tliat tl1e \,·icked ,,,ill be 
cc)ndemned to e,·erlafting (leftr11ction. N<>r do w.: r~jct1: 
tl1e hiftory of Noah's preft'1·vation in t11e a1·l{, l)ecaufe it 
implies tl1at the 1·ell: of that gt:11eration pcrill1e<l in tlic 
flood And ,ve mtgl1t as ,vell allege tl1at 

1
',ual1 's prtfer­

vation ,vas a cauf e ,,. l1y his ci!'ttn11)orar ics \'l'c,·e dell: rO)'l cl 
by the flood, or that Lot's efcape from tl1e dcftruaion 
of Sodom and Gomorrah was a ca11tc ,vl11- !1is fello,\·-ci­
tizens ,vere confumed by f11·e from 11eaven, as allcrrc tl1at 
eletlio11 is a ea11fe v .. hy the nc)n-elclt pcri<h. 0 

,
11I1en the great God p1·cpc11·es f1is elect fur l1t·avc11, 

the light he retlelts upon tl1eir mind:; and the l1olv t~·n1-
pers 1'.e c1·eates i11 their l,L~rts, tlo not 1·efl c:c1 <la1·k11; fs tip­

on the minds, or create u11h(l!1• tc.tnpcrs i11 tlie l1earts of 
others. ..A~nd ,vlien the angels c:11·,}· tl1e fr>uli; c)f t!1c 

elea to Abr,!l1am's b'.)fon1, tl1-:y d<> O l;t at tilt' fam r tin1e 
carry the fouls of tl1e 11011-.:·',:8: to <lcll1·ultii111. 

\,,hat would ,ve tl1i11k if, at tl1:- d·-11• c>f 1i11al j1·J .. ;111cnt, 
tl1e Judge of all the earth fl1ol1ld pro11<>uncc 1·11ch a fc11-
tcnce as tliis upon tl1e ,vickt1! ~v11~ fl1 .. :l tl1c11 ,1ppt:"ar ,lt 
l1is left l1and? Depart ir1to eve1l..:ll:.i11g 'fire f ,1r I h,1,·e 
10,·cJ thl•f~ 011 n1y 1·ight li.intl vvith a !1 eve1·L'liling l1>vl·, a11,l 

• 

' 
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metaphyfical difl:inction bet,veen fin and tl1e Jinni.:r v,ill 
be able to deliver him frt>n1 it. 

'' He1·e, pe1·haps, it \,·111 be cor1feffeli,'' f11!Jj1>i11<; 0111· 

at1tl101·, '' That God's \·11·ath is agai11!t the_ noi1-elltt 
,, for the fake of fi11, a11d yet affe1·ted tl1at l11s lo,·e .:11,l 
'' favot11·(s 11ot to tl1e elecl: for tl1e fake of 1·igl1teo11f11ci',;, 
'' which is a grand calvini{lic n1iilakc, \,•hicl1 tl1e ,,·!11,le 
'' cur1·ent of f c1·iptu1·e-evid-<,1ce is ft1lly ag-ai11ft. l~c,1· if 
'' tl1e lc>ve and favou1· of God to tl1e elect, ,,·as ,vitl1out 
'' ref pect to holine1s or 1·igl1teouf11efs, ho\·1 come u11!10Ii­
,, nefs or fi11 to make them tl1e children of \.\'1·atl1 even as 
'' othe1·s? Eph. ii. 3. And ho\v comes it to 1)afs tl1at 
'' this wrath abides or1 t~1en1 till they a1·e r11ad.!' rig·hte­
,, ous by believing on his ,',on ?-Tl1e fcripture,-<le­
'' clares:-that perfons are as n111ch accepted fo1· Cl11iil' s 
'' fake, as rejected for· fin's fake.'' 

111 the preceding pai~e !vlr. ,v. intimates tl1at t:t<'1·­
nal favou1·s and fufferings a1·e, accordi11g to Cal;·iniflic 
fentiments, diftributed \vithot1t 1·egard tu lin <>1· holi11efs; 
a11d here he inco11fifte11tly admit~ that the \vrat}1 <if Go,l 
is, i11 the opinio11 of Calvinill:s, agair1ll tl1e 11on-eleft f<1r 
the fake of fin-fo that it is diffict1lt to tl'll what fc11ti• 
men ts he means fi11ally to faflen t1po11 us. 

In his a1·gume11t, by Wa)'· of reply to the {latt'me1it 
which he has given of ou1· opi11ion, lie n101·e t!1;;i1, i11ti­
mates, that it is a gr.and miflal{e to be]J(:\•e tliat tl1e clc·tl 
are not the objeB:s of favot1r <in accot1nt of pcrfc,11al 
rigliteot1fnefs, and yet Vl'ith frefh i11conlifiency 1·eL1ns to 
allo,v that it is only fc>1· Chrifl's fak,. Ho,¥t:\'c1·, if it 
be the intention of tl1at pa1·agrapl1 to maintain tl1at 11f11-
al Armioian miilake, that ,ve a1·e only elcB: :111d ob]ects 
of peculiar 1·egard, after faith and C<>11,·erli,1n ; it \\'Ou!d 
be proper to fhe,v how ,vc obtai11 tl1ic: faith ,111cl c,>11·:erfi-
011 and i11l1erent righteoufnefs \,,hich is t'.llkcd <)f, •;itl1-
011t obtaining it in a \'l,lJ' of peculiar fa,·ot1,.--lf a:i t!1is 
be Gc>d's work, as the fc1·ipturcs rep1·efent it t111iforml,·, 
and if all a1·e not partakers of it, tl1en it m11fl 11:1:·t: !>.:<:n 
defigned as a favot1r to fotne, even \Vhcn \Vitl10t1t ftr~11Cl'tl1 
or· 1·igl1teouf11efs of their o,,,n. 1 .. 11ey mull l1a\·t b~e:1 
predeftinated to fr.lv,1tion, and in c<>nfeq11enec of it l1:1ve 
obtained preciol1s faitl1 a11d fa11ctifvine: rrrace. as (~n,1'<: 
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,¥ill int·ar;abl)r or i,1 a moral fenfe neceffariiy to fcJllow 
tl1is guide, mt1ft be a good conftitt1tion, and lJette1· cal­
ct1lated t<.l p1·omote virtue and happinef1t than it is poffi-
]Jle for a different dif pofition of things to he. 

Mr. W. p1·oduces, in page 14 and I 5, v:irious in­
frances to p1·ov� that if God by refinlefs motives <)r a11y

otl1e1· way lays tl1e finner 11nder an ahf<>l11te neceffit)' of" 
committing fin, the c1·eature mufl:. be innocent and tl 1e 
Creator in fault. 

Mi·. \V. alleges* that if the fixednefs of events can !)e 
inferred from the fore-knowledge of God, it mufi be iQ

confeq11ence of a decree; and this is, he affi:-ms, '' next 
'' to den)rir1g any proper fc,re-knowledge in God at all.'' 
He adds, '' \Ve believe that God fcJrefees conti,1gencics; 
'' that is, things wl1ich may or may not take place.'' I 
iliallnot no\v inq11ire l1owGod knows future tl1i 11gs. But 
knO'\vledge that perfeetly comprehends all fut11re events, 
appears to me to be forekno,\,Iedge in infinite perfeclion. 
Arid if an eve11t be certainly fc>1·ek110\o'\'n, tl 1e1·e mull be

an abfolute certainty that tl1is eve11t will take place. 
If by contingencies Mr. W. means event� fo d<>ubt­

fill in their own nature, that it is abfol 11 tely 11nc�,tain 
whether they will take place or no, lie might as \veil be­
lieve that God knows tl1at to be ce1·tain ,,.hicl1 is uncer­
tain. This is quite a different thing f1·om kno,ving 
,vl1atfoever may or can come to pafs, t1pon all f11ppofed 
conclitions. His quotations ther�fore, from tli e We{l­
minfter confeffion of Faith, are notl1ing to l1is purpofe. 

'' _If becaufe God forefa,v all things, all tl 1 i ng11 necef­
,, farily come to pafs ; then as Gtld forefa,v all finful 
'' aetions all finful actions mufl: nece!farily come to pafa.'' 
To ,vhich I reply, tl1at nothing comes to p:ifs beca11fe 
it is forefeen : yet it is evident tl1at there is a certainty 
that things will come topafs as tl1ey do, or, that tl 1ey 
will thus come to pafs could not l>e forek 110,vn.1· . 

• Page t3.

t Witl1 a deugn to obviate tl1e forc:e of tl1 iJ argument, fott•e 
allege that with God there is no f11ch thing as fore-koo,,•!edge 
and after-knowledge, but tl1at all things are as 1>rl'(e 11t to hin,. If 
fo, then jt will [()!low, that God knows future thing, as certainly 
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a ba(l choice, and fin.-Whe11 tl1e f pider ext1·aB:s poifon 
from the pt1reil: flo,ver ; the autl1or of the flower is not 
in fault. 

�EC TIO N IV. 

'' That the nzerit.r of Chrfjl were difigned a.r an atonettzent 
'' only for the Ji n.r of Jome eleB individuals'' i.r, according 
to Mr. fV. the thircl foundation of Calvinijm. 

' 

ITH regard to the extent of Chrift's atonement, 
the Calvinifts may, perhaps, differ in fentiment, 

as well as in forrr1s of expreffion. They all ad1nit, howeve1·, 
that this atonemer1t is of infinite value, and confequently 
po!feffes vi1·tt1e enough to expiate tl1e fins of the whole
world. Tl1ey alfo admit that the invitations c>f the gof--_

pel affc>1·d ft1.fficient encot1ragement to all wh0 defire fal­
vatio11, t<> feek for it ,-vith a perfevering earnefinefs ; and 
that none wl10 are ir1d11ced by tl1e holy fpirit of God 
heartily t<> defire falv,:tior1 f1·om fir1, as well as from mi­
fe1·y, !hall feelc it in vai11. And thefe fentiments are 
f ufficient to dire cl ot11· praB:ice. 

Since the ato11emcnt of Chrift is of infinite value, and 
fince the legal obftr11B:ions orig·inally in the way of �ll fin­
ners are the fan1e, if thefe obftr11B:ions a1·e removed out 
of the \1/ay, fo that God can be j uft and the juftifier of 
011e fi11ner, it will evidently follow that he can alfo be 
juft, and tl1e j11ftifier of any nt1mber who are brought to . 
believe and to obey the gofpel. This being the cafe, 
it will, I thi11k, be eafy to acco 1111t for the n1oft ur1li1nit­
ed expreffio11s in the bible, ref pecti11g the atonement of 
Cl1rifl:, witl1ot1t admitting univerfal redemption in the 
Armi11ian f enf e. * 

• Tl1e Ar1ninians make much parade rllfpc&ing the unlin1ited
extent of falvation, from the ufe of the ttniverfal tern1s, '' all a11d 
every,'' made ufe of in various placc5 of fcripture. .'\nd yet vrhen 
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A few thin gs, however, w hi
ch h

e hath adv-anccd 1111
de:rthis he ad, may, perl1aps , d ef('rve fome notice.

'' 'The ph1·a fe, an elect worl d,'' f ay
s he, '' feems to be'' fltch f11 c h 3 j 11m bl e of ide as, as to fay a foher dr1111-,, karc ], or a chafte

ha rlot*.
'' 

He imagines, it feen1s, t l1at t}1e term elect muft in var
ia bly imply fcimething ve­

ry gocd , and tl1e term wor ld,
f om etl,

in g very bad.
1\1 r. \\ T. alleges that the word lheep in J ol1n x. I 

5
.

'' I lay down my life for the fheep,'' can11ot mean the e-
1<:ct, ,111

(l prove that Ch 1 ·i fl 
died for them in a peculiar

1·enfe, becaufe ma ny o f
the elect '' lack the difcriminat­,, ing cha1·,1cte1· c >f Ch rift ·s fl1t:ep, as th ey neither }1�ar

'' his voic e, nor follow l1im, ,,, h ic h h
e 

i
n

for1ns t
\
S tl1

at 

'' l1is fhe ep do.''
Ha d he on ly cafl his eye upon t

h
e nc.-xt verfe, he mighthave feen that Chrift's ihe

e
p 

di d 11ot all at that tin1e hearl1
is ,,oic e a11 d follow him. '' A11

<l 
other iheep I have

'' ...... ·hich ar e 11ot o f tl1 is fold : th t M alfo mufi. I bring '' and the y /hall hear 1ny voice. '' Thus we may fee that11ot on l y Cl1rift's ac tual difc i ples, and fc>
ll

owers, but f11c
Jt as fl1ou]d afterwards he

a
r and 

o
bey l1

is ,·oice, are called h
is fhee p: and fo r f uch, fays OL lr Lc>

rd, '' I lay down'' my life.'' A11 d \\'hy do
es lie u

f

e this form of expref­
fion, if he did not di e for the m i n a peculiar fenfe ?

M1·. ,v . goes on, '' Tho11g
l1 Chri

ft 
fays, I lay do,vn

'' my life for the lheep, ye t h e does not fay for them on­
'' 1y, or exclufivel y; if he die d f

o
r 

a
ll h

e 
muft fu

re ]

y d ie 
'' for the ilieep. ''

t

It is true; bt1t if a man of va f
t opulence and equal generoli ty ,,·er

e 
abo ut to pay t11

e 
debts of a

l

l our U11it­
td States, when g ivi ng a11 a c

cot1nt of th
i

s, J1e would 
l1�1rdly fay, '' I a,n g oi ng to

pay th
e debts of Georgia

'' a11d the Ca1·c,linas .'' He fubjoins, '' For though he
'' is the Saviot1 r of all me n, he is fpe c

i
ally fo of tlwfe 

'' ,,·ho believe.'' And why th
e

n, m ay he 
not be their

1·edeemer, and die for th
e

m in a pe culia r f e1 1fe too ?
'' A fot1rth text \\•hich

i
s 

fuppofed to be decifi v(' i11
'' tl1e controverf y'' fays he, '' is J

o
lin xvii. 9.

I pray
'' not for the world, but for t11 em w hi

c
h t hou h

a
ft g

i
-

� Page 18. f Pag
e io
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and cor1fequently for me? With fuch a faith as tl1is thou­fands are perilh1ng in fin. 
Saving faitl1 confifts in a hearty belief that the gofpelis true ; in a hearty approbation of the gof pel way offalvation ; and a cordial refting in Chrift for falvation, ashe is exhibited in the gof pel.
Now fince the atonement of Chrift is fo exte11five asto lay a foundation for the unli1nited invitations of thegof pel, it muft alfo be extenfive enough to lay a fo l1nda­tion for faith i11 Cl1rift. Bt1t let it be obferved that thefirft tl1 ing 1·eq11i1·ed of an unconve1·ted finner, is not t<>believe that Cl1rift died for l1im in a peculiar fenfe. No :let him believe tl1e gof pel. Let him believe that ir1 him­felf lie is loft ancl undone-that there is no falvatiol1 butin Chrill.-tl1at in him there is falvation for all wl10 a1·edifpofed to 1·eceive it in the appointed way; let him con­fent to he fa,1ed in tl1is way; a11d thus reft in Chrifl fo1·falvation. And if' refting on Chrift for falvatiou i 11 thisman11er fhould imply a hope, a perf uafion, or belief, that·Chrift died for l1in1 ir1 a peculiar fenfe; it will not be alie, or ir1con{ifient ,vith the n1oft 1·eft1·iB:ed calviniftic fe 11-timents refpcB:i11g redemption. 

Obje8:io11. '' B11t if Chriil: died for all, there are per­'' fons in }1ell for whom he died, which is fhocking to ftip­'' p<>fe.'' Anfw. '' B11t it is more lhocking to fuppofe'' that there are pe1·fons in hell for wl1om he clid not die.''Are not fallen ar1gels in hell? or dc>es Mr. W. ima­g ine that Cl11·ift died for them? Th<>ugh I am of theopi1 1io11 tl1at Chrift may ir1 1on1e fenfe be faid to die forall me-n, yet it' it be allo,ved that he took upc>n him theguilt of the \\'1tole "'o,lcl, arid in a ftrict and proper fenfeatoned for evel·y n1an's fin, and paid every mar1's debt;it ,vot1ld follo�' that all n1e 11 will be faved-I fay faved.­not redeemed or reflored,as the 11nive1·falifts abfurdly talk.For the evident defign ot· 011r Savic>11r's death was to de­liver fi11ners from going to hell, not to deliver them outof hell. Mr. W. endeavo11rs to c.ibviate the force of thisobjettion th.us. '' If a creditor exaB: a debt due from,,, an infolve11t dehtor, at the hands of the f11rety, is not'' the debtor according to all law and equity in the po'"'·'' er of the furety, to be dealt wlth by l1im according to
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pel, the Calvinifi.s are of this opinion. But if, by a 
day of grace he means a day when falvation is fr-eely pro• 

,, claimed to all who hear the gofpel; and when the gofpel. 
defpifer voluntarily rejetl:s the gofpel, and thus expofes 
himfelf to an aggravated punifhment ; tl,e fentiment he 
charges upon us we difclaim. 

'' 1�hat fufficient grace is afforded to all men at fome 
'' certain f eafon, is what we plead for, and the Calvinifts 
'' deny.''* The finners inability to obey the gofpel con­
fifts in the want of a will. And the Calvinifts are in­
deed of the opinion, tl1at God does not by the influen­
ces of his Holy Spirit n1ake a finner willing to obey the 
gofpel, and tl1en co11fign him to deftrutl:ion. Mr. W. 
calls tl1at grace which fuch as perifh receive fufficient 
grace. But for what purpofe is it fufficient ? 1�o f ave 
them I fuppofe he means, if they were difpofed to mak,e 
a f uitable improvement of it. But this they are not by 
nature. Does this grace then give all men a dif pofitior1 
to in1prove the merciful day of their vifitation? None; 
I imagine, will be abfurd enough to affirm this. For 
what pttrpofe tl1en is this grace f ufficient ? It is f uffici­
ent to leave fuch as perifh without excufe. It can do no 
more, for it does not prove effetl:ual to their falvation. 
A11d that f uch as perilb are left without excufe, the moft 
rigid Calvinift will acknowledge. And is Arminianifm 
come to this ! 

After giving an account of the attainments of fame 
apoftates,t Mr. W. intimates that the operatio11sof which 
they we1·e the fubjetl:s, muft be faving operations '' To 
'' fay they were common and not faving operations �f 
'' the Spirit,'' fays he, '' is to give up the point, by 
'' gra11tir1g l1is i11flt1ences to extend to all in common.'' 
ls to give 11p what point ? The dotl:rir1es of diftinguilh­
ing grace will not be at all affected by granting that 
fL1ch as perif11 ,ire the f ubjeB:s of any operatio11s or in­
flt1ences ,vhateve1·, ,vhich are not eventually efletl:11al to 
falvation. 

'' We believe'' fays Mr. W. '' that every exertion of 
'' the carnal mind is ( total and diretl:) e11mity to God.-
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'' commandments. Therefore, while I thankfully af ci·ibe 
'' to tl1ee the houour of thy g1·ace, thou wilt, I hope, 
'' allow me the hono11r of the good improvement I have ; 
'' made of it.'' 

A11d to the impenitent' and wicked the Chrifiian, agree­
ably to this fcheme of p1·inciples, may fay, '' Come not 
'' nigh ; fo� I am holier than thou; I made myf e1f 
'' to diffei:/ It is owi11g to my f11perior goodnefs, 
'' that I/am a cl1ild of God and an heir of glory, 1

'' whiJ/ you are the Daves of fin and the children of 
'' WJ?Jtl1. '' 

1'h11s ,ive may fee tl1at A1·minianifm fofters p1·ide, 
,-vl1ile Calvi11ifm l1t1mbles the Chri{l:ian to the very duft. 

, Nor is this the only inftance in wl1i-ch the latter has, in a 
/ 1)raB:ical view, valtly the advantage of the former. But 

tl1e lin1its tc> which I mu-ft confine myfelf, will not per-
1nit me to e11large upon this interefting part of the f uh­
jeB:. I '-''011ld, 110\.\'ever, beg leave to obfe 1·ve that Ar­
mi11ianifm f eems to have a lefs tendency to awaken the 
fecure fin11er, a greater tendency to miilead him when 
a\.\'akened ; and a lefs tendency to promote a life of faith 
and fe1·ve11t piety. 

A man who imagines himfelf poff'effed of power and 
grace to repent at almoft any time, muft be in greater 
dange1· of delaying his repentance, and of tr11fting too 
n111ch to his ow11 {l:rength, fl1ould he fet about it, tha11 if 
he believed that his falvation depends entirely t1pon the 
me1·cy of God, and tl1at he has no reafon to expeB: mercy, 
l1nlcfs he i11fta11tly wait upon God for it ir1 his appointed 
,,,ay·-A �lear conviB:io11 that ,,,e cannot help 0111·felves, _, 
and that our help can come only from God, muft ope­
rate as a ft1·ong m-0tive imn1ediately to call u,pon God 
fo1· that l1elp, without which we n1uft be fo1·ever un­
done ; and, at the fame tiine, have, a te11dency to pre� 
"·ent us frc)1n relying tipon our moft ftrenuot1s a11d p1·e� 
fevering exertions in 1·eligion. The higher opir1io11 a 
man entertains of l1is own po,vers,the lefs \.vill h·e fee tl 1e 1 
neceffity ot· a life of dail)· faith 11pon the Sc)n of God, 
for that grace ,vhich the Chriftian needs every hour­
every moment-And the lefs ou1· obligations for grace 
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I 
" love ? Do you believe, and confefs, that fovereign urt� I

merited grace hath thus diftinguifhed you from all your 
acquaintance •• from all mankind Vl'l10 are yet in th C'ir fins 

,f' 
-,and will 11ot you diftingui{h yourfelves by the fervency •

'1 of your l<)ve, and tl1e holinefs of your co11verfation? 
1,t Stta11ge ! tl1at every reflection t1pon f uch amazing 

love does not melt your hearts, and fet your fouls on fire . 

11 I 
• joyments lie too near your hearts, when you1· converfa-

tion is vain and your life unfruitf11l.-do you the11
I/I 

believe and realize tl1is love and g1·ace? No : If the eve1:_
11 

lafting unmerited lo,,e of God, and the fovereign diftin-
/1 guifhing g1·ace of Chrift vvere k11own and hea1·tily believ­

ed, you would 11ot fold your arms with the ilothful­
trifle with the vain, or pt11·ft1e the world as if ii: were 
yoi1r all. The f,;veet, the melting, arid the conit1·aining 
infl11ence of fuch amazing love a11d grace ,vould bear you 
away in an u 111·e1nitt_ed co11rfe of chearful and devot1t 
ebedience to the laws of your God a11d the gofpel of

, you1· Lo1·d ai1d Saviot1r Jefus Chrift. • • 
When at any time you indulge the leaft degree of ha­

tred, or ill-will toV1rards any of you1· fellow-creatures ; or 
if you e11gage in captious debates, and vain contentions 
abo11t the perifhi11g trifles of this wo1·ld, do yo11 then re­
collect and hea1·tily believe that it is not owing to any 
vi1·tue, or go<)dnefs in you, tt1at you a1·e not :is vile as 
t11e vileft, and acting a pa1·t as mean, and as pr<J.fligate, 
as any c>f your acquaintance r No: fuch affecti 11g con­
i1derations, if l1eartily believe�, would be powerf11ly felt­
Vt'ould melt the heart into tender cor11p::iffion for your 
very enemies, and make yot1 willing to concede to the 
children of tl1is world thofe paltry trifles, for which the 
jor1s of contention are in arn1s; and for which--0 mor­
tifyi11g recollecti1Jr1, B.rotl1e1· too often ilrivcs with b1·0-

tl1e1· ! The11, inflead of ]1;:iting, you '\'ould pray for yo11r 
worft enemies; infl::ead of C<>ntending with them, you 
,,,ot1ld Urive '' to q11ench '' the coals of gro,vi ng :ftrife ;'' 
ancl endeavour, by all tl1e means in yo11r power to pro­
mote thei1· beft interefts; both in tl1is and in a future 
Vl'orld. 

----
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Trt1fr then ne longer to tl1is or any other refuge of 
lies. l3e a!fured that according to your own choice, 
yo11r eternal ftate will be decided. If Jefus and his fal­
vation be yo ur hea1·ty cl1oice, heave11 is yot1rs. Bt1t 1111-
lefs yo11 make this happy cl1oice, yo11 are undone fo r­
ever. Nor is there any thirig to hinder you from doi 11g 
this, but a guilty oppofition in heart to Jef11s Ch 1·ilt 
arid his falvation. And can you imagine that tl1ere is 
any reafon f0r this oppofition ? Is he not wo1·thy of 
yo11r efteem, your confidence, and yo11r love ? Is 11ot 
his faJvatiop a great, a fuitable, and a precio11s falvation? 
Do 1 1ot then any Io11ger make yot1r fin a plea for lin. 
Believe and confefs Jrour guilt, and try to feelas a p<>or 
�fpel defpifer will fc,el before the bar of final j11dgn1e11t. 
If it be a fact tl1at you a1·e 11nwilling to acce1)t of tl1c 
falvation of Chrift, can you think it hard to be de11ied 
what yo11 a1·e u11willing to receive ? And fi 11ce yo11r 11n .. 
willingnefs to accept of this holy falvation is your fi 11 , 
can you think it unreafonable that yo11 fhould !)e co11-
figned to an aggravated p11ni(hment 0 11 tl1is account ? 
But can you bea1· the thoughts of being co11 fig- :1ed to 
fucl1 a dreadful doom in coni·equence of you1· wilf11lly 
rejecting the falvation of Chrifl: ? 

Take a vie\v of the ,vo1·ld in all its glo1·y, let its moll: 
enchanting fcenes pafs in reviev<.' befo1·e yo11. And tl1e11 
raife yo11r eyes to tl1at Sa,·io11r v,110 expired on Cal,·ary 
fcir finners, bel1old hin1 011 his Fatl1er's th 1·011e a11d ar1·,1y­
ed in glo1·y all divine·-!)ehold l1im bt?ari 11g tl 1e marks of 
dying· love, and i½:retcl1ing out his compaflionate arms to 
receive into t·avo11r every retu1·ning fi11ner, a1i<l iay, f()r

all tl1:1t the world ca11 do fo1· }'Ou, fo1· all the plt:af.t1 res c,f 
fin, will yot1 renounce }'011r part in Jeft1s Cl1 rill a11d l1 is 
.falvation ? If you do, }'Ottr blood m11 ll: be 111>011 yo11r 
pwn l1ead. Tl 1e Sa\·iot1r's tl1rone wil l be gt1iltle1".;,-0 
,,,hat a pity, that any ,vho 110w af·cribe a J1 11t1e1·'s J'c1lv,1-
tio11 all to grace, fl1ot1ld tht1;; excltide tl1emfelves a11d · hat 
fc>revt·r, fro1n a1 1y part i11 tl1e fo11gs of 1)raife to Jcf11� 
Chriit fo1· grace and falvation \\';itl1 �·l1icl 1 tl1e f ai 11t., i 11

glo 1·y ,vill foreve1· enC.'.Jmpafs l1is l1oly thro11e-'' U11to 
'' hi1n that loved us aud wathed 118 f1·on1 our fi 11s in l1 is

I 

' 

I 

• 

I 



,, '

' I • 
I I 

,
l 

[ 7: J 

'' ow11 blood, be glory and dominion and falvation, for­,, ever and ever. Amen.'' 
Tl1at doctrines calculate<½ to prom<>te f uch falt1ta1·y cffetls in the world as tl1e docl1·ines of grace are, CT1ot1ld Iby being mift1nderftood a11d mifreprefented, event11allyi. .()Ccafion fuch animofities among profeffing Chri{lians--�

' 1 is enough to make the frie11ds of 1·cligion and of man­I kind \Veep ! And fuall it al\vays be the cafe ? Faithful and true are thy prediclions, ble:Ifed Jefus,'\llrith regard to the mol1rnful, as well as the happy confe­qaences of tl1y l1oly 1·eligion among men. And hail ;,( I tho11 not, 0 our Saviot1r, pl·omifed peace in the latterdays, when the wc)lf !11all dwell with the lamb; and w.hen11, 
1 they !hall not hurt nor deftroy in all thy holy mo11ntain ! 0 haften thefe long expett:ed days : hafle11 the happy Iti1ne ,vl1en all tl1y fervants fuall fee eye to eye ; and joi11 har1d i11 hand to promote tfl)' l1c>nour, and advance thykingdom on earth. For this tl1y faithful fe1·vants have..._ lo1ig prayed, for this they fcill pray, and long and wart., ' 1"hou feeft ho\v infidels triumph and perifu--how ini-qltity abottnds. 0 come fo1· our falvation, and for thefukttion of ou1· world, tho11 defire of all nations. 
r Let the du 0: and ruins of Zion be p1·eci0us in thyfight ; tai{e poifeffion of the l1eathen tribes, as a part oftl1 y pu1·cl1aft:d i11herita11ce, and fill the wl1olc earth \vithtJ1y glory. 

, 1• / Surr of righteot1fnefs,arife upon ou1· benigl1 ted wo1·ld;
I and make the ligl1t of our moon as the light of ot1r ft111, and the ligl1t of ou1· fun fe\"enfold; tl1at all tl1e 11ations 11p-on eartl1 may 1·ejoice i11 th,, beams, ,val!, in thy light, a11dp t1rf11e tf1e devio11s paths of da1·knefs and error no more. Pri11ce of l'eace, bind up we p1·ay thee the reach oftl1y people a11d 11�:il our diffetitior1s. Give to tl1y difci­plca a b1·otlier's heart, tliat tl1c'Y n1ay love as ,bretl iren,live ir1 peace, a11J mag11ify t!1y !101j' i1,:n1e. forevc1·. r\.­

Jn,e.1. 
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