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Qv Jverpses,

Rev. ArcHIBALD ALEXANDER Hopgg, D.D., LL.D., was unani-
mously elected Associate Professor of Didactic and Polemic Theo-
logy in Princeton: Theological Seminary by the Board of “Directors,
at théir annual meoting in April last, and this election was con-
firmed by the following General Assembly. The inauguration took
place by appointment on Thursday, November 8th, at 11 o’clock,
in the First Presbyterian Church. The Order of Exercises upon
the occasion was as follows:

Praver, by Rev. Dr. MUSGRAVE.

ReapinG oF THE ScrRIPTURES, by Rev. Dr. CRAVEN.
Hymn.

SieNING THE PRESCRIBED PLEDGE, by the new Professor.
TrE CHARGE, by Rev. Dr. PaxTon.

TrHE INAUGURAL ADDRESS, by Rev. Dr. A. A. HopGE.

PrayEer, by Rev. Dr. Backus.

The Charge and the Inaugural Address are published at the
request 'of the Board of Directors.
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Blie Glurge,

REV. WILLIAM M. PAXTON, D.D,

OF NEW YORK CITY.

x

THE MINISTRY FOR THIS AGE.

My Drar BROTHER:

If a corporal were commanded to teach a general how
to marshal an army, he would, no doubt, attempt to per-
form .the "duty—mnot because the general needed to be
taught, nor because the corporal felt competent to in-
struct, but simply because in the army every soldier is
expected to obey orders. Upon the same principle, I un-
dertake to charge you as.to the duties of your high office,
not because you need instruction, nor because I am com-
petent to impart it, but simply because this Board has so
ordered, and I have no alternative but to obey.

It is a sublime thought, my brother, that God has
spoken; that He hdg spoken to inan; that He has spoken
to man by mien, and in the forms of human speech. If
this be so, then to expound (God’s words, to explain His
meaning, to arrange and systematize the diversified ex-
pressions of His thought, to embody it in the forms of
human logic, ahd to exhibit it 6 as to enlighten; impress,
and win the souls of others, is at once a sublime work, and

¢ an august responéibility.

To this momeptous work you are called at a period

 when the circumstances ‘of the times, and the tendencies

of thought ‘and feeling which give character to the age,
render its performance peculiarly difficult. ,
In theology, as in«every other department of instruc-




6

tion, the teaching must be adapted to the times. The
matter of your teaching, the Word of God, never changes.
Like its author, it is “the same yesterday, to-day, and for-
ever.” What God said in the days of Paul, Augus-
tine, and Calvin, is just what God says mow. This book
with its chapters and verses is the sum total of al] that
God has ever uttered ; and, as if to stay the hand of him
who would evolve from this book more than God means,
all the woes that are written in it are denounced against
him who “adds thereto ;” and, as if to strike with awe the
man who would diminish its truths,deny its doctrines, or
explain away or belittle its teachings, the warning is given
that “if any man shall take away from the words of ‘this
book, God shall take away his part out of the Book of
Life.” ;

But whilst the truth itself never changes, the method of
teaching, the mould in which it is to be cast, and the
manner in which it is to be exhibited, must change with
the progress of the age, and to suit the ever-changing con-
ditions of the human mind. The long, prolix, sylogistic
statements of the schoolmen are surely not adapted to an
age of telegrams. The mental conditions of a people who
travel in a stage-coach at the rate of five miles an hour,
must differ greatly from those of a people who travel in a
railroad car at a speed of forty miles. In an age when
mind is intensely active, and all other ideas come to men
on the wing, it will not do for the truth of God to craw]
like a snail, or slumber like a crow. It must fly with the
celerity of a carrier pigeon to bring its messages to men
in the thick of life’s battle, or it must mount like an eagle
to command attention and to carry its glad tidings upon
swift wing to every corner of the earth.

Your lot as a teacher is cast in an age which differs
materially from that of either of your predecessors. Dr.
Alexander lived in one age—a formative age—in which
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the foundations had to be laid deep and strong. Your
Father’s teaching was in another age—an age of chal.lge
and controversy—requiring distinct lines of demarcation
and clear cut statements of truth. But you, my Brother,
stand as a teacher in the midst of an age in which (as I
shall afterwards show) the conditions of your werk are
ly changed.

gr?;tm}:r venegrated predecessors were both men who were
wise to discern the time and to adapt tlilemselves to it.
They were not weak men to bend to the times, but strong
men to resist the times, or to reform the tl.mes, -1f need be,
or to guide and direct the spirit of the times into bettex:
and higher channels. In the same manner it devol.vclas
upon you to look out and study the age in which you hxre:
and then placing yourself in intense sympathy with its
spirit to look in upon your work and to ask yourself, How
can I teach Theology so0 as to qualify these young men s
to handle the truth, as to leave the image.and superscrip-
tion of God upon the age in which they live. This ques-
tion, my dear Brother, I cannot answer for you. The
response must be found in the depths of your own squl,
under the teaching of God’s Spirit. The be{st. that I can
do is to utter a few suggestions in the direction of that
line of thought. -

It is plain to me that-an inefficient church is a curse to
the world, an inefficient ministry is a curse to th(? c}'lurch,
and the seeds of this efficiency or inefficiency lié in the
Theological Seminary. ) .
Fh’f‘;:rge stands that);enerable institution. What does it
mean ? What is the idea which it expresses, to the farm.er
who passes in his wagon; to the student Who-enters 1’§s
halls, and to the Professors who occupy its chalrs. ? Isit
a place where young men get a professioxf by VthCh they
are to make their living? Is it a school in \_vhmh.a com-
pany of educated young men are gathered to grind out
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Theology, to dig Hebrew roots, to read Patristic Liter.
ture, to become proficients in Ecclesiastical Dialectics, to
master the misty technics of the school men, and to de-
bate about fate, free-will, and the divine decrces? If
this be its purpose or its chief purpose, then bring the
torch and burn it; take the young men and place each
one upon a horse, with the Bible in one side of the saddle
bags and Cruden’s Concordance in the other, and send
them out to tell, without a Professor, without a lecture,
out of the simple Bible, that Jesus Christ has died to
save the souls of men. We do not in any way depreciate
a learned ministry. We must have learning. The age
demands it; but, whenever, in a Theological Seminary,
learning takes the precedence, it covers as with an icicle
the very truths which God designed to warm and melt the
hearts of men.

No, no, this is not the meaning of a Theological Sem-.
inary. Nor is this the idea which the history and in-
fluence of this Seminary is calculated to give. It is a
school of learning, but it is also a cradle of piety. I re-
member well that when I was a student, no young man
could pass through his first year without being constrained
to re-examine his personal hope and motives for seeking
the sacred office. The founders of this institution werc
men of faith. Its Professors and friends now are godly
men. To their eye of faith the Cross of Christ gleams
above it, and from that Cross they hear the mandate “Go
ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every
creature.” This then is the idea which this Seminary is
designed to express. It is a place where educated young
men are imbued with the dpctrine of the Cross, and with
this truth as a burning power in their hearts, they go out
into the world to kindle and fire the hearts of others.

The question then with you, my Brother, and with
every Professor in this institution is, How to teach and
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how to influence these young men so as to realize this idea.
They are put into your hands to do this thing, and any-
thing short of it is failure.

The world trains its young men for its specific purposes,
~» and why should not the church? ILet me illustrate.
There, in the sight of the windows of the Seminary runs
the railroad train. You step aboard and you find that
the world has trained men, with that acute sagacity which
the love of gain imparts, to hitch its thousand intercsts to
that rapid locomotive. The merchant has hitched his
goods, the editor his papers, the publisher his books, the
jobber his wares, and the farmer his produce. Now, why
may we not train men with equal sagacity to hitch the
Gospel to every locomotive, nay, to attach it to all the
world’s machinery, that it may mingle with every industry
and sanctify every enterprise.

In yonder harbor lies a ship. It is an enemy’s man-of-
war. We have men in our navy so trained that they
b know precisely how to go and attach a torpedo to the
.. bottom of that vessel and blow it to atoms. And why
. may we not train men of equal daring to know how to
£ Dblow the enemies’ guns out of water, or how to attach
¥ the Gospel to every sail that is unfurled, that it may
f mingle its blessed influence with every cargo that is loaded,
" and carry its glad message to every port into which com-
£ merce carries its ‘banner. This is the end to be accom-
¢ plished. The Gospel must be brought into close contact
E with every departmerit-of the world’s work. As long as
§ religion is confined to Stundays, the world will lie in wick-
L edness. 1t must be miade to interpenetrate every day and
E cvery (hing.  As long as the Gospel is confined to Gothic
b churches, it is in bonds; it must be loosed and let go out
L everywhere.
¢ Now the purpose of a Theological Seminary is to train
' men to accomplish this end. "But to this you reply, “ that
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is not my department, my work is simply to teach Doc-
trinal Theology.” A, there, there, my Brother, we have
just hit the secret of weakness. One says, “ This does not
belong to my department.” Another says, “ Tt does not
belong to mine,” and thus the sense of responsibility is
shifted, and the Professor settles down to his work with
the idea that when he has communicated a certain quantum
of information upon a given subject, his responsibility is
discharged. No, no, let me tell you that whenever the
teaching in a Theological Seminary sinks fo this perfunc-
tory level, the guilt and curse of an inefficient ministry
lies at its door. It is not simply instruction, it is the
whole work of training and inspiring men to save souls
that belongs to your department. I stand here to-day to
say this to you and to every member of this faculty, « Thss
1 your department.” Can it be that your work is done
when you have demonstrated a truth or deposited an in-
tellectual dogma, in the memory of a student ? No, no, your
responsibility continues until you have sent that truth as
a lighted torch into his soul to kindle there its light and
to warm his whole being as with fire,

To bring this matter closer, let me ask, When a Professor
sits down to prepare his lecture, what is his aim? This
point was put to me once by an aged minister with such
power that it meets me every time I enter my study. He
sald, “ When you brepare a sermon, what are you in favor
of #” I asked him what he meant. He replied, “Some
ministers are in favor of preparing a discourse, some of
discussing o subject before the public, and some of saving
souls, what are you in favor of?” We all know too well
the difference between a minister who aims at preaching
a discourse, and one who aims at saving souls. Precisely
the same is true of a Professor. Should he be con-
tent simply to give a clear exposition and truth of a doc-
trine ? or, over and beyond this, should he not aim, by the
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help of the Divine Spirit, to lodge that truth as a living
power in the soul of the student? .

It is just at this point that the questlon' of the f1.1ture
efficiency or inefficiency of the minister is de!:ermu.led.
If, in his first study of a truth, he is made.to fefal 1ts.qu10-k-
ening influence in his own experience, it will abide Yv1th hu_n
as one of the forces of his life. - He will hever t.hmk of it
again without being warmed by it, and it will be his
pleasure to talk of it to others. The measure of every
minister’s power is just the number of these truths which
he has received 4s living forces into his own soul. Upon
the other hand, if a divine truth is simply studied and
mastered by the intellect, it is laid away upon the .shelf as
a dead, inoperative thing, of little more value to him t%lan
a theorem in conic sections. He cannot seize and wield
it with effect, for he is ignorant of its value. It hafs never
been a light in his own soul, and he cannot make it shine.
He has néver felt its kindling power himself, and therefore
he cannot shoot it as a flaming arrow into the hearts of
others. It follows therefore that the aim of each Professor
should be to produce-a vitalizing impression upon ’?he
student. Giye them Theology; give them orthodoxy, give
them expdsifiqn,' proof, demonstration, give them learning,
but give it to-them: warm. : '

This quickéning-power must come from the presence of
the Divine Spirit. I know well that a sermon th-ai': 1s\not
conceived in the Spirit, and delivered in the Spirit, is of
little value. So a lecture upon Theology must be con-
ceived by the help of the Holy Ghost, delivered under h}s
melting influénce, and received by the student under his
blessed illumination. Hence the Professor’s study must
be a Betfxel. in difect communication with Heaven ; and
a Theological Seminary must be a Bochim, from .Which
strong cries. for help are constantly going up. A ministry
trained to realize this idea will be a power in the world
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mightier than armies. The Gospel has come to then
“not in word only but in power,” and they can utter it jj,
the confidence that it is “the power of God unto salvation.”
They well know that there is but one thing to do, an(g
that is to save souls, and that anything short of this is
failure. They will feel that they have in their Ppossession
the remedy for the woes of the world, and they will burn t,
apply it. They will g0 out froin the Seminary with tle
glad feeling of a man who is carrying provisions to g
family that is starving, or with the feeling of the com-
mander of a life-boat who is hurrying to the wreck where
souls are perishing. They will come before their audiences
like a breathless messenger of good news with their hearts
bursting to tell it.
Now, my Brother, there is no use in evading it. Theo-
logical Seminaries cannot afford to shut their eyes to the
fact that it is only such a ministry as this that can meet

the wants of the world, and satisfy the demands of the age
in which you live.

Look at the facts for a moment,

Lirst. This is an age in which there is a dissatisface-
tion with the pulpit. It is a dissatisfaction that has been
growing for years. The proof of this is patent in the ex-
pedients which the pulpit has adopted to evado this dis-
satisfaction. Some, imagining that the Gospel had become
trite, have gone off into the fields of literature and philos-
ophy for subjects of discourse, elaborating intellectual
essays, and complimenting the Bible by prefixing a verse
as a motto to indicate the point of thejr departure.
Others have sought to mingle religion with every-day life
by taking their topics from the newspapers, by discussing
whatever is uppermost in the public mind, and by making
the pulpit a platform for Sunday entertainment, As a
reaction from both these, some have endeavored to satisfy
the public demand by a more interesting kind of Biblical
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preaching, treating of Oriental manters and custo]ms, Vgiv—
ing pictorial views of history, wl.th lessons upon the %eoig_
raphy and agriculture of the Bl})le, Pnﬂ)r‘ac-mg, af:tm the
manner of Solomon, everything from the * ceclar of Leba-
non to the hyssop that springs from the wall: .

Now, the remedy for all this is such a ministry 48 We
have indicated. Men, whose hearts are filled and thrlll.ed
with the “truth asit is in Jesus,” will not ne.cd to dis-
course of geography or agriculture, nor to go for themes
of interest to literature or philosophy. No, Jesus to them'
is the centre of all interest, and out of th.e fresl.mess ot
their own experience they will set forth Hls preciousness
with such cogent persuasion that men will look up with
surprise and say, “ We never saw it before.  We will have
none but Jesus, none but Jesus.” o .

Secondly. This is an age in which 'doctrme 1s at a dis-
count. Disguise it as you may, it is neve.rtheless true
that the popular mind has a dread of doclrine. Erratic
preachers and theological adventurers, who know no
theology, and have mot logic enough to comprehend a
formulated statement, have thrown gibes at dogmas; .but,
strange to say the public mind has c.aught th.ese glbe's,
and the impression has passed from mind to mind u{ltll
people everyyhere are saying, “Oh, dqn’t preach. doctrine.
Give us something interesting, something t}}at .wﬂl attract
the young.” Now, unreasonable as all thls' 1§, we dare
not conceal from ourselves the fuct. There is doubtless a
reason for it. Doctrine has been abused. [t has been
preached in such a dull, heavy, lifeless way that pe9ple
have gone to sleep over it. Students have gone out h‘or,n
the Seminary under.the impression that th.e professm:s
lecture is just the thing they are to present in the pulpit,
and some have given out half a lecturé-in a sin gle sermon,
whilst others have been generous enough to give the wholfa.
They supposé a theological lecture to be fixed ammuni-
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tion, and that they are to load and fire the very cartridge
which has been given to them.

Now the remedy for all this is a ministry that can
preach doctrine all ablaze. If a man can put the light of
his own living experience inside of the deadest dogma, he
will make it a spiritual transparency that will interest
and attract. A heart that is full of Christ will gild every
doctrine with the halo of His glory.

Thirdly. Closely allied with this s another character-
istic of the times. This is an age of action, of action so
intense, that all life loses much of its inwardness by the
intensity of its outwardness. Hence men have readil
caught at the idea that religion is a life, and that its ex-
pression is action. It is of little consequence what a man
believes, if he is busy in good works. Hence the inward-
ness of religion is forgotten, and all piety is made to con-
sist in doing. Here is a great error, but it is an error
that springs out of the tendencies of the times. True
indeed, religion is a life, but it is a life that springs from
truth believed. All the fruits of well-doing spring from
the “incorruptible seed” of truth planted within. All
this busy doing of good works which does not spring from

this root must either be a flower without a root, or the
galvanism of a false zeal which will end when the spasm
subsides. Now this alarming error must be met by a
ministry that knows, from a heart experience, whence life
comes. Some, in ignorance of this, are attempting to
galvanize churches by organization. We have heard of
generals who organized victories, but we have no confi-
dence in organized prety, or in good works that do not
proceed from the germ of living doctrines imbedded in
the soul.
Fourthly. Bear with me again whilst I advert to another
feature of the times which a theological teacher must re-
gard with alarm. Tt is the growing tendency to preach
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only half the Gospel. There are some who sufl up the
whole message of God to man in the' words “Come t-o
Jesus.” To them God has but one attribute, and that is
love, and into this all others are merged. These are 'lzre-
cious parts of the Gospel, but only parts, 'and to magnify a
part into the whole, or to hold up these 1sol_ated truths 50
constantly to the light as to igr.lore or eclipse ot.hers, 18
perilous. = It divides Christ, it bisects the‘Grospel, it sepa-
rates “what God has joined together.” '_l'he effect o.f ?hls
is not only to produce an ill-shaped ax.ld dlstf)rted religion,
not only to open an easy way to universalism, but. the}?e
neglected truths rise up and come ba.ck upon us in t ¢
retributive form of errors and heresies, which seem to
meet the want in man, which this neglect of the whole
truth has failed to supply. '

Now to counterbalance this tendency you must, with
the help of the Divine Spirit, train up men who know
how to preach a full-orbed Gospel, how to present a w(cole
Christ, not only for justification but also for .sanctlﬁcatl.ml,;
who will teach that there is not only a “coming fo Chﬂst
but “an abiding in Him” for all that the soul needs.
You must send out preachers who not only kn‘ow .about
God, but who krnow Glod, that He is a God of justice as
well as of love, a Sovereign as well as a Fathe_r. To
preach only half the Gospel.is to commit a worse sin than
Ananias, who kept back Half the price.

But we cannot pugsue these thoughts further. In one
word, a ministry with#h living experience of the truth is
the remedy for the evils of .the age, and the answer to the

ands of the world.
deI(I)lne word more in conclusion. You, my. Brothe.r, stan.d
in a historic position. The name of th%s S.err_unar.y is
known in all the world. Its chief distinction is its Bibli-
cal teaching. The ground of its fait'h is the Buble. Its
only question is, “What has God said?”’” Its only. proof




16

rote a?nd in a sacred monotone which charms to slee but
tha't intelligent Biblical preaching which makes thle?’t ut
emit thought as the sun emiig light, which couples Goed}f
Word and man’s doctrine like voice and £cho, and whicls
puts such life and interest into discussion ag éo make th(;
z)vord lj living oracle. The Princeton student hag always
V;sz_ nown by the honor which he puts upon the Divine
. My dear Brother, I need only to say to you “continue
n t/ze.se things”  You have the footsteps of godly and
11]ustr}ous men before you. Shall I say to you “f?;llow
them?”  Nay, there is g more sacred footprint before voy
Better take your position here, as Mr. Standfast did inythe;
river Jordan, and say, “My foot is fixed upon that on
which the feet of .the priests that bare the Ark of the
Covenant stood, while Tsrae] went over Jordan. I see
tha.t head which wag crowned with thorng, and tilat face
which was spit upon for me. His Voice’to me is most
sweet, and His countenance I more desired than the
t}lllat most des1:re the light of the sun. Wherever T se)e’
ft}o :t It)(l;;n’i,: of His shoe in the earth, there I covet to set my

May GOd b]eSS you, m Bl‘Othe
> S d
Your solemn worlk, y *, and prepare you for

Qoammrat Hiddress,

DOGMATIC CHRISTIANITY,

THE ESSENTIAL GROUND OF PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY.

FATHERS AND BRETHREN OF THE BOARD oF DIRECTORS:

In obedience to your call, I am here to assume the
solemn trust involved in teaching Christian theology in
this Seminary. Doubtless the design of associating an
inaugural address with the induction of a new professor
into such a'charge is to afford him an opportunity of sat-
isfying you, as the responsible guardians of the institution,
with respect to his theological convictions and method.

I therefore affirm my belief that the Scriptures of the
Old and New Testaments in their integrity are the Word
of God, as a whole and in every part infallible and bind-
ing the conscience, and the only divinely authentic inform-
ant and rule of faith in matters of religion. Christian
theology is wholly in the Scriptures, and is to be drawn
from them only by legitimate interpretation. 'This is

true of systematic as absolutely as of exegetical or of Bib-

lical theology. The system lies in the relations of the
facts, and their relations are determined by their nature,
as that is disclosed by the words of the Holy Ghost. The
systematic theologian as well as the exegete is only an in-
terpreter ; the one interprets the words and develops the
revealed truths ; the other interprets these separate lessons
in their mutual light and reciprocal relations, and develops
the revealed system.

More definitely I affirm, not as a professional propriety,
but as a personal conviction, that the Confession and Cate-
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chisms of the Westminster Assembly contain the system
taught in the Holy Scriptures. Or rather, in the more
absolute terms of subscription imposed upon intrants by
the Scottish Presbyterian Churches, “I do sincerely own
and believe the waoLe poCTRINE contained in the Cop-
fession of Faith, approved by former General Assemblios
of this Church, to be founded upon the Word of God, and
do acknowledge the same as the confession of my personal
faith, and will firmly and constantly adhere thercunto,
and to the utmost of my power will assert, maintain, and
defend the same.” This is affirmed, not only because T
believe this “whole doctrine” to be true, but becauge
also believe this “system of doctrine” to be the most com-
plete and adequate presentation as yet attained by the
Church of that truth revealed in the Holy Seriptures,
which the Holy Ghost has declared to be “the power of
God unto salvation.” For therein Christ and His work
is exhibited in their relation to human needs, experiences,
duties, and destinies, and it is, therefore, the efficient in-
strument of forming character, of ruling action, and of
effecting salvation.

It is precisely this last position which in the present
day is so earnestly and in such various quarters denied.
Besides the numerous classes of professed unbelievers,
who positively reject Christianity, or the integrity and
authority of its records, or at least some of its essential
doctrines, there are many more, because of their position
of professed friendliness, doing incalculably more harm,
who, expressing no opinion as to the ohjective truthful-
ness of the church system of doctrines, maintain that it is
at any rate unessential because impractical and unprofita-
ble. Hence, they insist that the careful elaboration, and
the prominent and ceaseless emphasis which the Church
gives to doctrine imperils the interests of religion, by di-
viding those otherwise agreed, by rendering the candid
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examination of new trath impossible. through the I.)ias of
foregone conclusions, and by divertmg the attentlon'of
Christian people from the great practical anc% moral in-
terests of life to matters of barren speculation. They
charge the Church with exalting: qreed abo've morals,
and faith above character. They insist upon it, that the
porm of Christianity is to be found in the .Se.rmon on the
Mount, and as such it is proved to be a religion of char-
acter, not of creed; and hence, that it is the duty of the
Church to regard immoral action as the only heresy.

This tendency to depreciate the importan.ce of clearly
discriminated views of religious truth, rests in the case (3f
different objectors upon very different g'rounds,' and'ls
carried to very different degrees. But against this entire
tendency, which opposes creed and morals, faith and char-
acter, in all its forms and intensities, we protest, and pro-
claim the opposite principle as fundamental —that truth is
in order to holiness, and that knowledge of the t.ruth is
an essential prerequisite to right character ar}d action.

The force of the objections against the importance (?f
clearly discriminated truth in the s.phere .ot I‘thlOI'l is
mainly the result of the vagueness with vyhlch the objec-
tions dre stated. When it is charged against the Cl}ul*ch,
as its-record stands in history, that it has subqrdlnated
moral and practical interests to those of scj,holastlc specu-
lation and party contests, there is a coloring ‘of t'ruth in
the charge which coinmands attention, and disguises the
real animus and ultimate aim of the objectors. ‘

In order to clear the question of accidenta}l con_'lphca—
tions, which constantly confuse the current d}scu:ssmns of
1t, we make the following admissions and dlstmc‘?lons:

’ 1st. We concede that one of the sins most easily beset-
ting theologians has been a tendency" to over-refinement
in speculation, over-formality of def?mtmn, and an excess
of rigidity of system. Logical nbdtions, creatures of the
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understanding, have too often been substituted for the con-
crete form of spiritual truth presented by the Holy Ghost
to faith. Theologians have often practiced a rationalism
as real as that of their modern opponents, when their
ambition to be wise beyond what is written has urged
them to explore and explain divine mysteries, to philoso-
phize on the basis of scriptural facts, and to form rational
theories, as, for Instance, of the relation of the divine and
human natures in the person of Christ, and of the concur-
sus of the first with second causes in Providence.
2d. We admit also that zeal for doctrine has in too
many instances been narrow and prejudiced, mingled
with the infirmities of personal pride and party spirit,
and has hence led to the unnecessary divisions and alien-
ations of those who were in reality one in faith, and to
the conditioning of communion, and even of salvation,
upon unmessential points. Human nature has operated
among earnest theological advocates with the uniformit
and blindness of a physical law, leading each to choose a
position as far as possible from his opponent—to unduly
emphasize some Scriptures and depreciate others—to con-
fine his attention to the fragment of truth he champions,
exaggerating its proportions, and denying or minimizing
the qualifying truths represented by his antagonist. This
law has led to the multiplying of special theological ten-
dencies, and to their development in all possible direc-
tions and to every possible extent, and has thug been prov-
identially overruled to the extension of our knowledge,
and to the ultimate establishment of the truth in wider
relations. But the habit is in itself obviously evil, since
for the individuals immediately concerned it sacrifices the
truth as a whole to special elements, which by exaggera-
tion or dissociation from thejr natural relations become
virtually untruths. This is illustrated in the whole his-
tory of controversies, ¢. g-» between Nestorians and Mono-
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physites, Lutherans and Reformed. as to the person of
Christ, between Supralapsarian (?alv1n1sts and A-ermlfn.l?’
Churchmen and Puritans, Mystics and Formalists. . tllls
plainly the duty of the individual to gnderstand .as ully
as possible the position of his respon(.ient, 'and to {ncorplcl)-
rate the other’s fragment of truth with his own into the
ic whole.

caglih%sz must admit also that some advo?ates of t.heo-
logical dogma have lacked the courage of their conv1(:*t101}11s,
and have betrayed their want of pex:fect conﬁden'ce in the
foundations on which they have bul.lded by a dlsposm(?n
to discourage the fearless investigations of new truth. in
all directions, and to put an ungenerous interpretation
upon all opinions to which their own minds were unac-
cus\?ﬁ(f):l slda:im to be sincere advocates of frt?e in.vestigation,
in the true sense of that word, in every dlrectlon. open to
man. The believer in the supernatural.revelatlon con-
tained in God’s Word is placed on a higher and more
central point of vision than that of the mere naturalist,
and he is thus rendered free of the whole sphere of jcruth.
The true relation of the successive realms of the.umverse
of being and knowledge can be read by one lookm.g upon
them from within outward and not from Wltl.lout 1.nward,
from above downward and in the direction in which the
supreme light of revélation radiates, and not from below
upward upon the side on which the shadqws fall. |

But it is absurd to suppose that true intellectual pro-
gress consists in a mere change of opinions, or that it is
consistent with the destruction of the foundations which
have been laid in the verified knowledge of the past.
Truth once adequately established must be held fast for-
ever, while we stand prepared to add to it all new trl.lth
substantiated by equal evidence. And it is a law Wihlch
all educated men should be ready to acknowledge as axiom-
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atic, that truth in an y department once established must
ever after hold the place of valid presumptions, influene-
ing the course of new Investigations in every department,
Ruskin well testifies, “It is the law of progressive human
life that we shall not build in the air, but in the already
high-storied temple of the thoughts of our ancestors,” an(
that any addition successfully made can “never he with-
out modest submission to the Eternal Wisdom, nor ever
In any great degree except by persons trained reverently
in some large poition of the wisdom of the past.”
It cannot be doubted that what is held by men as truth
in any one department of knowledge must, in the Ioy
run, be brought into conscious adjustment with all that
they hold as truth in every other department. That
which is false in philosophy cannot long be believed to he
true in religion, and conversely, that which is false iy
religion can never be rightly regarded true in philosophy.
Consequently, in the rapid development of the physical
sciences which characterizes the present age, it is inevitable
that there should be serious difficulty in so adjusting all
the elements as to allow us to become clearly conscious of
the congruity in all respects of the new knowledge with
the old. Tt is not to be wondered at even that at severa]
points there is an apparently irreconcilable antagonism.
But when we recall the obvious distinetion between facts
and theories, between established knowledge and provi-
sional hypothesis, we are readily reassured by the recol-
lection it suggests that the historie track of human thought
is strewn with the wrecks of systems, of cosmogonies, and
anthropologies, as certainly believed and as influential in
their day as any of the anti-theological systems of the
present day.
We should unquestionably open our doors wide, with a
Joy equal to her own, for all the facts which science gathers
in her harvest-time. But is it not absurd to ask the be-
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lievers in the great Church Creeds of" Christend}i)m t:
abandon, to modify, or to mask t'hat ar{ment and co el(‘ienjC
mass of knowledge which roots itself in the.proftlaun1 ‘esh
depths of human nature, and in all human history, whic
has verified itself to reason and every phase of expen{j{xci
for two thousand years, which has mqulded the.no es
characters, inspired the most exalted lives, and. 1naugu(i
rated the very conditions which made modern science gnf
civilization possible—to modify or abanc‘io.n all this in def-
erence to one or the other of t%le variant a.nd trans1en1:
speculations which eachfin 'his l})ttle day claims to spea
i ble name of science !
. %};z Zgﬂfiiailso that all Christian d.octri.ne, like all other
truth, rests on evidence appropriate in kind and ad(iqu'a?e
in degree. Nor is it denied that l}uman reason legiti-
mately exercised is the organ by.whlch alope this dlYlng
truth is to be apprehended and its credentials examine
and verified. These evidences ought .to be subqected to
the most thorough legitimate examination. He 15 2 false
or a mistaken advocate of the truth who would impede
such investigation or who fears the re.sult. Most of thqse
who depreciate Christian dogma as incapable f)f certain
verification, or as impractical and unprofitable, simply beg
the question as to these cvidences. All such we refer tﬁ
the Christian Apologist, who is fully prepared to meet a
reasonable demands. At present we assume the truth of
our dogma, and claim, that being true, every fragme.nt of
1t is of transcendent importance as to the God—appc.)mted
means of effecting the moral and spiritual regeneration of
' racter and life.
huzzl.l :7{172 morcover admit without hesi'tation t;ha’-c t}}eo-
logians must themselves be held to their own principle
that truth is in order to holiness; that the great end. of
dogma is not the gratification of the taste for spegu?atlon,
but the formation of character and the determination of
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f13:(1)1(9(} ailtivitges offour inward and outward life in relation
0d and our fellow-men. There ; isti

. . 8 & patent distinction

between the logical and the mora] aspects of truth, between

al}d detefrmines experience.  Neither can be neglected
without .mjury to the other. For if the laws of tieeCte
derstandmg are essentially outraged, the morg] natun-
can.not.be either healthfully or pbermanently affected - tlllu‘e
which 1s apprehended as logically Incongruous b th,e N
derstanding, cannot be rested in ag certainly }t,rue ;?d-

and from. which he has been redeemed by Christ, as
metfiphysmal Oor a psychological problem. in whi(,:ha‘b't(L
reality and bearings, as a matter of experie,nce ‘may b lt‘S
2 great degree disguised. Oy the other hand, 1t rzrla ebO
set forth, as it always is in Scripture, as it is ’realizeg ilf

and experier%tial. aspects of the truth to g metaphysical
and specula’mve Interest will soon lose its hold upon the
:V(;ln.sclallegc:s of men, and itself experience that law of change
1ch determines the fluctuati i
o uations of all mere Speculative

With these admissions and distinctions, we return to

-
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our theme, that the truth revealed in the Scriptures, and
embraced in what evangelical Christians style Christian
dogma, is the great God-appointed means of producing
in men a holy character and life. At present neither the
general truth of Christianity nor that of any particular
system of theology claiming to represent it, is the ques-
tion. But the truth of Christianity being assumed, we
affirm that the truths set forth in the Word of God in
their mutual relations, are necessary means of promoting
holiness of heart and life. That is, that dogmatic Chris-
tianity is the essential ground of practical Christianity.
1st. This will be made evident when we consider what
Christianity really is and what is the essence of Christian
doctrine. Unlike all philosophies, it is not a speculative
system built up on certain principles or seminal ideas.
It is, on the contrary, a divinely authenticated statement
of certain facts concerning God, His nature, His attitude
towards man as fallen, His purpose with regard to man’s
redemption from sin, and several stages of His actual
intervention to effect that end. This redemptive work
Christ has been, and is now engaged in accomplishing by
several actions in chronological succession. The revela-
tion of these purposes and redemptive actions has been
evolved through an historic process, the separate facts of
which are as definitely ascertainable as those which con-
stifute any other history. Christian doctrine, therefore,
1s just God’s testimony with regard to certain matters of
fact, with which the religious life of the race is bound up.
A distinction has been pressed, beyond all reasqn, be-
tween the matter of fact taught in Scripture and doctrines
which, it is asseérted, men have inferred froin or have
superadded to the facts, as hypothetical explanations of
them. By matters of fact the liberal school means the
external events of Christ’s history as these were observed
by the bodily senses of human witnesses, and assured to
4
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us by t%leir testimony:; and these externgl facts of sense
perception, and nothing more, they admit to be valid ob-’
Jects of faith, forgetful that a more advanced and consist-
ent school of their fellow-rationalists overset these exter-
nal facts just as confidently as they themselves flippant]
relegate dogma to the religion of the unknowable, !
‘x‘nen idmit, for instance, that we know, as a maiter of

fact,” that Christ died on the cross, and roge from the
dea_d the third day; but they hold that the design with
Wl.uch he died or that the relation which His death sus-
tains to man’s restoration to the divine favor are matters
of speculative opinion, but no matter of “fact.”

The. word “fact” in universal usage signifies not merely
an action, a thing done, but as wel] any objective reality
and by way of eminence, a reality of which we have ade:
quate ‘certainty, in distinction from a matter of opinion or
probable reality. Now that Christ died and rose again as
Our representative, that His death was a vicariously en-
du.red. penalty, is plainly as purely a matter of factvq'. e
obJeci.tlve reality, as definitely and certainly veriﬁab,le 01;
the direct testimony of God, as the dying and rising again
themselves. All that g witness in the Hall of Inde;en-
denf:e on the 4th of J uly, 1776, would have seen with his
bodily eyes would have been the physical acts of certain
men subscribing their names to awritten paper ; that was
the optical perception, and nothing more, But’ no man
‘v‘vould” be ab.surd enough to deny that it is Just as much a

fafzt, and just as certain a “fact,” that they subscribed
thelr. names as the representatives of certain political com-
munities, with the design and effect of changing their

ol.ltlcal constitutions and relations, The sensible trans-
action and its legal intent and effect were equally matters
of. “fact,” and ascertainable with equal precision and cer-
tainty upon adequate evidence. Now the matter of fact

of which Christian dogmas are the revealed expression

.
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and attestation are those which more than any other con-
ceivable facts are of transcendent importance and of im-
mediate practical interest to mankind. The tri-personal
constitution of the Godhead, and His essential attributes
and eternal purposes—His relation to the world as Creator,
providential Ruler, and moral Governor—His judgment of
man’s present guilt, corruption, and impotence as a sinner
—His purposes of grace, and the provision made for their
execution, in the incarnation of the Second Person of the
Trinity, and in the life, death, resurrection,.and ascen-
sion to universal dominion of the God-man—the work of
the Holy Ghost—the institution of the Church—the res-
urrection of the body, the judgment and eternal con-
demnation of the finally impenitent and glorification of
believers—these are the Facts.
In every department of life all practical experience
and activity is constantly determined by the external
facts -into relation to which we are brought, and upon
our knowledge of and voluntary conformity to these
facts. All modern life, personal, social, and political, is
notoriously being changed through the influence of the
facts brought to our knowledge in the advances of the
physical sciences. All moral duties spring out of rela-
tions, as those of husband and wife, parent and child,
citizen and community. All religion is morality lifted
up to the sphere of our relations to God, as Father, Son,
“and Holy Ghost, as Creator, Moral Governor, Redeemer,
Sanctifier, and Father. Our question, at present, is not
whether our ,theological dogmas are true, but whether,
being true, they are of practical importance. Much of
the cavil against their use is only a disingenuous begging
the question as to their truth. We prove them to be true
in the department of Apologetics, which draws upon all
the resources of philosophy and historical criticism. And
having proved them to be true, we now assert, in advance,
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;c}liat n;orality and religion are possible only so far g
8¢ lfacts are recognized, and oyr inward and outwarg

of 'holiness in he.art and life, may be demonstrated upop
:;glve.rsa:;l}iy adm;tted psychological principles Knolwl
€ 1s the act of the subject knowin h' i .
truth.  Truth is the ob; ded omd . e
: Ject apprehended ang 17
In the act of knowled rehonsion
. ge. In every act of hensi
there is required the ohi ded and
: Ject to be apprehended, ang
;Llppge')henst‘ve power upon the part of the agelit I;ppil:
ending. “The eye sees only that which it brings with it

the power of seeing.”
8" All truth of every ki .
relz:tted to the human mind, and the miy ;¢ stands

moral and spiritua) nature. In the actua] condition of
human 1-1ature the truths revealed in the Scriptures cao
not be discerned in thejr spiritual quality ag thre) things nf_'
God. But when the soul is quickened to g new forfn gf

——————
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spiritual life by the baptism of the Holy Ghost, this very
truth, now discerned, becomes the instrument whereby
the new spiritual life is sustained and deyeloped. This
accords with the analogy of the constitutional action of
the soul in every sphere of its activity. The perception
of beauty depends upon the possession of the ssthetic fac-
ulty. But that being possessed, the ssthetic culture of
the soul depends upon the contemplation of beautiful
objects, and the knowledge of the law of beauty in the
endless variety of its forms. It is a law having no excep-
tion that the exercise of the perceptive faculty necessarily
precedes and conditions the exercise of the affections and
the will. Beauty must be apprehended before it can be
appreciated and loved. Moral truth must be apprehended
before it can be loved or chosen, and only thus can the
moral affections be trained and strengthened. Mere feel-
ing and mere willing without knowledge are absolutely
impossible experiences, and if possible, they would be ir-
rational and immoral. Tt is the grand distinction of
Christianity that it is ethical and not magical in all its
processes and spirit. It rests on facts. It moves in the
sphere of personal relations. It is a spiritual power act-
ing through the instrumentality of truth addressed to the
reason, and made effectual upon the soul by the power of
the Divine Spirit. And the truth, through the medium
of knowledge spiritualized, acts on the emotions and will,
and transforms character and governs life.

It is unquestionable that every one of the dogmas of
Christianity, when spiritually apprehended, bears directly
upon the moral and spiritual attitude and experience of
the soul. A man can experience due sense of sin and
repentance thereof only as he apprehends the truth of
the scriptural teaching as to the guilt, pollution, and im-
potence inherent in the condifion of our race as sinful.
A man can realize a true evangelical attitude and experi-
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f}aﬂ the (-Z‘hristian- graces. And the spiritualized soul, in
he ezf:arcrse qf faith, “acteth differently upon that Wh’ich
every” doctrine “containeth, Yielding obedience t the

» .
come.” And thug Christiang grow in the unity of the
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the thoughts and intents of the heart. The Psalmist,
whom the Holy Ghost honored to be His organ in in-
structing the Church by presenting to it the expression
of a typical religious experience, celebrates the uses of
theological dogma under a variety of descriptive titles,
“The festsmony of the Lord is sure, making wise the sim-
ple; the séatutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the
eyes; the fear of the Lord is clear, enduring forever; the
Judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.”
To which the great Christian Apostle adds, that “all
Scripture is ‘profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor-
rection, and for instruction in righteousness.”

4th. In confirmation of this truth, we appeal in the last
place to the history of the Church in all ages. While we
acknowledge that an unspiritual scholasticism has often
done its best to transform the great concrete truths of
revelation into mere general notions and verbal proposi-
tions, yet we confidently affirm that marked activity in
the cultivation of theology on a Biblical basis and in an
evangelical spirit, has always been one of. the essential
conditions of every revival or ‘advance of general church
life, whether intensive .in the elevation of the ideal of
Christian character, or ¢ztensive in the devélopment of
missions. < ,

It is notorious that secular critics affirm that the preva-
lent moral catastrophes occurring in the ranks of pro-
fessed Christians, and the comparative failures of the
Church to raise the moral standard of the community,
is due to an unacknowledged want of confidence in the
objective reality of Christian dogmas which prevails in
secret.  This is '@ virtual confession of our affirmation
that in the existing state of human nature the prevalence
of morality and religion among the masses of men is pos-
siblé only in proportion as the facts ‘expressed by Chris-
tian dogmia are known and realized as true.

e e ma
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th £i1sg;t ?Z{drﬁfatt{'ejoinﬁd by the depreciator of scientific
s © tthng all you have claimed ag to th
ffm'd necessity of the truth in the form and order in v:h?cslf

your thefological dogma in its Systematic form 9”
To this challenge we answer : '
. 1Lstt f[‘tl}e Sc;ip}tlures themselves suggest the systematic
ruction of the truths they communj
constr nicate, and afford
inspired examples of all the yap: , i
: . various processe i
theological dogma, is generated. ! by hich
OWI(ll.) As before ppinted out, Christian doctrine jg God’s
o account a.nd Interpretation of the historical facts of
15 Interventions for humap redemption
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other part and to the whole, and thus by directly disclos-
ing a system of revelation running through dispensations
and centuries, it incidently discloses the systematic rela-
tions of the facts and principles revealed.

(2.) The Apostolical writing and preaching afford con-
stant examples of all the processes by which theological
dogma is generated, as, for instance, analysis, logical in-
ference, generalization, dogmatic definition.

(a.) Peter and Stephen, in their great addresses re-
corded in Acts, and Paul, in all his Epistles, draw in-
ferences from selected passages of the Old Testament.

(8.) They all subject the data of Old Testament history
to a logical treatment, and generalize Christian doctrine
from a wide historical induction.—Acts. 2 : 14-36, 7 : 2~

. 63; Rom. 4 and Heb. 2.

(¢.) They continually appeal to the rational and moral
intuitions of men.—Acts 17 : 27-29; Rom. 1 : 19, 20; 2 :
12-15. They assume and incorporate into their teaching
a definite psychology, and their doctrines as to sin and
grace correspond to the human faculties of knowing,
thinking, feeling, and willing. They assert (1.) That
man possesses a spiritgal nature, which is the true seat of
his personality ; (2.) The validity and finality of intuitive
truth as shown above; (3.) That man is a free agent, and
therefore responsible; (4.) The relation of the affections
and desires to volition; James 1 : 15, and see usage of
0ékppa and Oedjpara, 1 Cor. 7 : 27 and Phil. 2 : 13; (5.) The
supremacy of conscience, Rom. 14 : 14, 1 Cor. 10 : 27-29,
Rom. 2.: 14, 15; (6.) That responsibility is nét measured
by ability, Rom. 7 : 14-25 and 8:7; (7.) The law of habit
8w, Heb. 5 : 14, Rom. 1 : 21-31.

(d.) In their Epistles, the Apostles characteristically
settle practical questions not by mere positive directions,
but by appeals to principles ‘grounded in the widest rela-
tion of revealed facts and doctrines, as, for example, the

5
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debate as to circumeision among the (alatians, and as ¢
thfa position of women in the Church among t’he Corino
thians. They, moreover, were determined in the subie ‘;
fmd forr‘n of their doctrinal developments by the collisi]o N
into which they were providentially brought with error; I;S
either within or without the Church, e. g., the tende o
to latitudinarianism among the Corinthians’ and the tzfly
dency to relapse into J udaistic legality ’and ritualis )
among the Galatians. This polemic principle has detelan
n.un‘ed the development of doctrine in all gubge ueni—:
time.—See Delivery and Development of Christian %)
trine, by Principal Rainy, pp. 87 and 208, -
(e.) The Epistle to the Romans is a dogmatic treatise

of the argument,

() Paul also, with characteristic bOldl.leSS exhibits the
broad analogies and systematic articulations ;f the divine
scheme of redemption, as, for instance, when he traces the
parallelisms between Adam .and Christ, or the relations of
the Mosaic law, moral and symbolical, to the Gospel, or
W}ien he sket}(lzhes a}tl complete ordo salutis from thg e;er—
nal purpose through effec ing, justi i i
featon v oo agtion. tual calling, Justification, sancti-

2d. Our second argument is derived from' the fact

. that however much men ang schools may differ as to the
degr.ee- of dogmatic construction which they regard as
adm1ss1bl'e, yet it is unquestionable that some g§od de-
gree of it is universal because absolutely unavoidable
Indeed, there is no class of men who dogmatize more.
dogmatically than the Agnostics themselves, or who show
a more malignant spirit in controversy, as in the conspic-
uous instance of Mr. Matthew Arnold. “To disbelizve
is to 1E)elieve,” as Dr. Whately truly affirms. The differ-
ence is that the dogmatism of eacl Agnostic is founded
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on his own personal unsupported reason and self-will.
While the dogmatism of thé Christian Church is an act
of obedience to the teaching authority of Christ, and is
the consenting and mutually supporting experience and
confession of an innumerable company of elect saints of
all ages.-

(1.) The formation of dogma is absolutely necessary
for the simplest exegetical unfolding of the text of Serip-
ture. If the whole Bible is admitted to be one as the
Word of Jehovah, it must be interpreted in all its parts
as every other book must be, in the light of the analogy
of the whole. The mind of God expressed in one pas-
sage must throw light upon his mind expressed in another
passage. If one Scripture declares that Christ is less than
the Father, it can.be interpreted only in connection with
the limiting statements that He is equal to and one with
the Father. All said of His birth must be interpreted in
the light of what is said of His pre-existence; all taught
of His humanity must be interpreted in the light of that
which is affirmed as to His divinity. The teaching of the
Scriptures as to redemption, justification, regeneration,
etc., necessarily presuppose all that they teach as to human
sinfulness. .

(2.) Doctrinal construction is also rendered absolutely
inevitable by the laws of human intelligence. All the
objects of our knowledge are necessarily believed to be
Jutually consistent.. They cannot be believed to be true
if they are seen to be mutually contradictory. And there
is in every mind, even the most sluggish, a gradual process
of unintentional, if not of unconscious, co-ordination, by
which the whole mass of our knowledge tends to be digested
into systematic unity. ‘Glaring incongruities of faith may
coexist for a time, but in the long run one or other
element of belief gains the mastery, and adjusts the whole
to itself. Every reader of the Scriptures, however igno-
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rant or skeptical, has, as a matter of fact, a dogmatic
system of his own, however crude. The only question is
whether we will have a true or a false one; one formed
by ourselves alone, or one which we freely and intelli-
gently reach by aid of all of the associated Christian
thought and experience of all the ages.

(3.) This necessity is made, if possible, more evident
when we recognize the fact that the Scriptures are given
to the Church as a community of individuals. As such
the Church must come to a common understanding as to
what the Scriptures teach, and as such she must teach that
truth to others, and defend it from all errorists. This
necessity for a common understanding at once leads to
the necessity for common statements of doctrine, for con-
ventions as to technical terms, definitions, and extended
creeds. The duty of defending the truth from errorists
must lead to controversies, and through them, as all history
shows, to more precise definitions and to more articulate
systematizing.

(4.) Tt is only through such a process that the Church
has been able to advance towards a complete knowledge
of all the contents of Scripture. Since, as before shown,
objective truth forms character and governs conduct upon
condition of its being subjectively apprehended in knowl-
edge, it follows that the more comprehensive our knowledge
of the truth the more complete will be our experience of
its beneficial influence upon character and conduct. Now
it is evident that this comprehensive knowledge of the
contents of Scripture can be attained only through this
process of systematic construction of dogma, in constant
union with an ever fresh and spiritual exegesis of the
text. The nature of the éruth determines the relations of

the #ruths, and is discerned by the same mental acts by
which the relations are discriminated. The most abstruse
and transcendental doctrines, such as the Trinity, the
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Person of Christ, the eternal decr'ee.s,"prm‘ridentlal and
gracious concursus, have, as all I:thlOl.ls history provis;;
the most intimate and vital relations w1t}'1 .all o’cher1 tru
taught in Scripture, and with every condition of e 1§10;s
experience. A man’s conceptions of ' thtese glvels: or ;
whether he will or not, to all his thinking, feelnlg(,if)
teaching upon religious subjects. They are articulaie ;1;
every possible involution f)f t}.xought and ex}?erlence -
expressed in all Christian liturgies and sacred hymns. t
the same time they tend to build up the.ology into system,
and to mould religious life into confo-rmxty to God. .
Besides this, it 1s an accepted axiom thz.xt all error 18
partial truth, that is, truth dissevered from 1‘?5 rela.tlons 11(;
the entire system. Yet error is no less m1slead.1rig atnd
morally corrupting because its elements are dis ocag
half-truths. It is only a counter process that can cu}rle the
evil by giving us the whole truth in its integrity—that r}s,
the truth as a whole, which is, synonym for system. 10
see the truth as a whole is to know the only. pure truth.
As the essence of error consists in an apprehensnf)n.of a part
out of its relations, so the essence of- the truth is its mteg—
rity, a perfect sphere, comprehending all of its parts 1n
! relations. .
the‘o’lg.tm;inally, another necessity for' system.atlc con-
struction of explicitly defined dogmad, e;mmently'lmportant
in this age of general disintegration, is found in the un-
paralleled .power of coherent system of trut.h to ?es.1st
pressure from without. This is a property which distin-
* guishes systems of truths and systems of error. A system
of error, when once undermined in its radical principles,
must collapse at once by very force of the general coher-
ence of the parts. But an articulate sy.stem of trut.h, on
the other hand, Tooted in fact, touching history, experience,
consciousness at every point, and braced togeﬂ}er ‘by. the
reciprocal support of every part, has proved to be invincible.
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An apparently overwhelming pressure at any ome point
leads to a reaction, induced by the elasticity of the coherent
parts of the whole.

In the face of the deluge of aggressive unbelief, we are
invited by not a few sentimental friends to disembarrags
ourselves of the incumbrance of system in order that each
man of us may escape with some dislocated fragment in
his grasp. From their slowly dissolving islands of half-
truths—slowly dissolving according to their own vociferous
affirmation—they call us to leave the old continent which
has survived the convulsions of ages, because bound
together and buttressed by the primary granite rocks of
God’s truth entire. They fear the continent will break
down of its own weight, while they hope that their soft,
undulating islands will escape destruction by yielding, if
not overlooked because of their insignificance. Whether
this policy of preserving the truth by means of its disjn-
tegration be urged upon us by subtle enemies or by silly
friends, we intend to refuse it utterly. We will maintain
the whole truth to be the only pure truth, and the whole
truth to be the truth as a whole—a complete system
divinely revealed in all its parts, and invincible through
the comprehension of all the parts in the whole.

. Fathers and Brethren of the Board of Directors, your
© Tepresentative in his charge has reminded me that the chair
to which I am called ig historical, having for sixty-five
years from the beginning been occupied only by Archibald
Alexander and Charles Hodge. Alas, sirs, when I think
of myself, T often cry, “Woe is me, that such g one as I
should be called to inherit the responsibilities descend-
ing in such a line.” And when I think of the Church, I
ery with a far sorer wonder, “What times are these when
such-aman as I should be made to stand in such a place ?”’
But God has done it. He has chosen a vessel earthen
indeed, that the excellency of the power may be the more
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conspicuously shown forth ’fo be His own alone. Directorsi
since your responsibilities in the matter are at leas.t e(il}l:}
to my own, L. can surely claim your prayers tha’i) n di:
service to-day inaugurated God’s strength may be ma

i °
perfect in weakness.
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