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„ HE NORTH-WEST. 
d 

OF THR PRESBYTERIAN.) 

„Waser or un 
tide of emigration 

this section of country 
number of Germans, eager to settle 

cheap, rich land. Their well- 
and economy sre amassing 

them and will gain them future 
It is their custom, as many 

‘testify, to settle in 
ulties of theft own, and not to scatter 

tu. Much among the general 
eee ‘other peoples. There they 

ee ddl grow, building up, as it were, 
German States for themselves, as ia 
@4 country. Any one familiar with 
réligious condition of the emigratin 

— id Germany, will not need to be tol 
they bring little evangelical religion 

M tiem, and that what religion most of 
them bave, is, for the most part, à barren 
formalitm——a mere profession, without any 

on toa spiritual life. This opens 
& latge field for missionary labour, 

‘Which many good men believe, if properly 
édhivated, would in time yield a rich har- 
dee. This may be called the foreign mis- 

work that has come to our doors 
abroad. Why is it not quite as im- 
to the gospel to the Germans 

f America, as to the Chinese in China?— 
atid why should we be discouraged any 

in the former work than in the 
latter ? 
* As to the number of Germans in the 
North-west, I wish information was at hand 

0 afford material for an accurate estimate. 
spesk of a few points with any 

In the city of Mil- 
ere are about fifteen or twenty 

Chicago, perhaps, an equal 
Nearly one-third of the popula- 
isconsin is said to be German. 

ern third of Iowa there are at 
‘five thousand. There are, be- 

large settlements of them farther 
wo in the State, especially along the 
Moines river. In Dubuque we have 

five thousand; in Davenport between three 
and four thousand. The town of Gutten- 
Berg, on the Mississippi, forty miles above 
Dubaque, has u population of about five 
thousand, almost wholly German, where 
little other speech than their language is 
used. 

Ww tion of 
Tn 

eho’ 

least 

ion of Lutheran. Very 
many of the people are infidel Free thinkers, 
but large number of these are so only be- 
éause they know no better. The Romanists 

them are less superstitious than 
most other Papists, and the Free-thinker 
are generally willing to hear and discuss 
the truth; though, of course, there is mach 

on to the gospel to be found every 
in their midst. Now, among these 

people, especially in Wisconsin and Northern 
Iowa, extending aleo partially to Northern 
Fifinois, Southern Iowa, aod a part of Min- 
tesota, a decisive effort has been made to 
extend the gospel through the sid of our 
Board of Domestic Missions; and so far 
with a satisfactory result, aud, as we be- 
lieve, with an efficiency and success equal 
to the average of our missionary work 
among our own population. The Congre- 
getionalists have also done something, and 
the Methodists still more towards the same 
énd—as also the German Reformed. 
We have now in connection with us, in 
the limits above named, twenty-two church- 
es, with a membership of over one thousand 
to which we may add nearly four hundred 
more, scattered in preaching stations where 
dhurches are not as yet organized. The 
number of hearers gathered into congrega- 
tions is thus hardly less than three thou- 
sand. Ministering to these churches, we 
‘have thirteen ordained ministers and one 
licentiate—a scanty supply. They have 
seventeen houses of worship, eight of which 
have cost about eighteen thousand dollars ; 
and although the cost of the remainder is 
not ascertained, it will certainly be fair to 
éstimate the whole expense incurred in 
building at no less than twenty-five thou- 
sand dollars. Nearly all of this has been 
the frait of their own lahour and sacrifice. 
Of this amount about ten thousand dollars 
bas been nded upon one of these 
éhurches in the city of Dubuque, which is 
the largest among them, and numbers, at 
the present, one hundred and thirty mem- 
bers. And I may mention in this place, 
that beside the work of this church, the 
First Presbyterian Church has in this city, 
entirely independent of the other church, 
a mission-school among the Germans, under 
the care of one of its raling elders, number- 

over one hundred scholars, which is 
conducted in English, aud has been sus- 
tained for over six years. The pastor of 
the German church is the Rev. A. Van 
Vliet, the father of these churches, and the 
principal agent in their establishattnt. He 
has been for eleven years pastor here—is a 
native of Holland, and over fifty years of 

. Binoe his connection with this church 
he has received upwards of two hundred 
and fifty members. It may be well for the 
purpose I have in band, to make 3 farther 
statement concerning this good brother, 
a8 it will involve a sketch of the rise of the 
work among this people. 
For some years a soldier in his native 
éountry, he afterwards learned a trade, and 

| Gate to America that be might support 

Ser 

himeelf by it. He had been instructed 
ly in the sound Calvinism of the 

Dutch Church, and was, as he believed, 
donverted to God through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Ia 1849 fe was led, in the 
providence of God, to Platteville, Wiscon- 
gin, where was a settlement of Germans. 
There were then no German Presbyterians 
fn the whole region. Desirous of doing 
What he could for religion, he went about 
te his spare hours distributing tracts, and 
talking with the people upon their duty to 
serve God. After a year the people be- 

anxious to have preaching among 
® young man, a candidste for 

, came into their midst. He 
promising and sincere labourer, but 

with Arminianism. Mr. Van 
much with him, and as he 
of learning the truth, the 

agreed to instruct him in the doo- 
by a study of the Scriptures together. 
came and sat by the teacher as 
his daily work, and was much 

d 
H 

* 

PRESBYTERIANISM IN amongst the people, so that he became very 
familiar with it; and be was persuaded to 
commence preaching, as he had read and 
stadied theology, and especially the Sorip- 
1 In 1852 he was called to the Ger- 

church in Dubuque, which was then 
Congregational ; and, after mach struggling 
in bis mind, be accepted the call. He 
found but little vital religion amongst the 
forty members of the charch, and set him- 
self at once to teach them the necessity 
of regeneration, and « spiritual life with 
Christ. He has laboured scoeptably with 
them until the present, and his instrumen- 
tality has been greatly blessed. His church 
is now as sound in doctrine, and as spirit- 
ual, as the majority of our churches; and I 
am not sure but more so. More than one 
hundred have gone forth from his church 
to form the nucleus of other churches in all 
this region. In 1854 the church in Du- 
buque, and that in Platteville, being dis- 
satisfied with the doctrines and form of 
church government in the Congregation- 
alist body, came over to us, and have since 
been faithful in their adherence to our 
standards, to which they profess much at- 
tachment. Since that time, the other 
churches of which we have spoken above, 
have been organized, and the work has 
been urged forward as fast as good men 
could be procured to labour among the 

people. 
Mr. Van Vliet saw at once that the great 

want for this work was a sound and evan- 
gelical ministry; and as soon as he was 
settled in Dubuque, be began to look around 
for pious and capable young men among 
the Germans, whom he might instruct for 
the ministry. Of course, material was 
scarce in 80 limited a membership; but he 
succeeded, from year to year, in finding a 
few who hed love for Christ sufficient to 

lead them to engage in study for this end, 
and who gave fair promise of usefalness. 
He received them into his own house, 
boarding them at cost, for one dollar to one 
dollar and fifty cents per week for all ex- 
penses. He has thus spent a good deal 
himself in this work. The Board of Edu- 
cation, at the recommendation of our Pres- 
byteries, has granted to these students from 
one bundred to one hundred and twenty 
dollars a year for their support, as the most 
of them were poor. They have remained 
with Mr. Van Viiet in their course of 
study, variously from two to five years. 
As the result of this, there are now of these 
students eight ordained ministers and one 
licentiate in the field. There are also two 
more ministers, whom Mr. John Bautly, 
(Mr. Van Viiet’s first student ia Platteville, 
and pastor of the church there,) has in- 
structed. These eleven, with one minister, 
a convert from the Lutheran Church, and 
two from the German Reformed Church, 
comprise the whole force of labourers in 
this great field. 

These students have all been licensed 
and ordained by our Presbyteries, aod I 
may say here that, owing to the peculiarity 
of their training, our Presbytery (and, I 
am assured, the others also) has been par- 
ticularly careful aod minute in their ex- 
aminations, especially upon doctriaal points. 
And these trials have been most satisfac- 
tory, showing thorough acquaintance with 
reformed doctrines, and capability in their 
defence. The diligence and good example 
of these ministers in the field is such as to 
inspire universal confidence, and their sac- 
cess has been most encouraging To show 
how they are esteemed, let me quote an 
extract from a late report of the meeting of 
the Synod of Wisconsia, which appeared 
in your issue of November 7th. Your 
correspondent, R. G. T., says: 
There were present aleo a goodly number 

of German ministers, representing the very 
large German population of the State, who 
greatly need the refining and elevating influ- 
ences of a sound Christianity. These German 
brethren are zealous and excellent ministers, 
sound in the faith, and thorough Presby- 
terians. A wide field of usefulness amon 
their countrymen is open before them, — 
doubtless God will make them the instra- 
ments of turning many of them from vice, 
and the errors of a rationalistic philosophy, to 
the wisdom of the just.” 

Their churches are thriving and win- 
ning souls, and the self-sacrifice of their 
members is most exemplary. As instances 
occurring under my own eye, I may men- 
tion, that the German Church in Sher- 
rold’s Mound, a large German settlement a 
few miles north of Dubuque, has made 
arrangements to build next summer a stone 
church, to cost, all told, about twenty-five 
hundred dollars. They have subscribed a 
part in money, and a part in labour. They 
will blast and quarry the stone themselves 
this winter, and haul it to the place of 
building, where they have several acres of 
ground, and next summer they will unite 
and put it up themselves. They thought 
of applying to the Board of Church Er- 
tension for aid; but finally concluded that 
they would try to pay it all themselves. 
The church in McGregor, numbering thirty- 
three members, has just about completed a 
building, to cost one thousand dollars. 
They thought of asking for two hundred 
dollars from the same Board, but fiaally 
thought they would take another year, and 
endeavour to ‘pay it themselves. The 
church in Dabuaque built, at the expense 
of eight thousand dollars, a five edifice, 
with a parsonage in the basement, besides 
a lecture room, and were out of debt, ex- 
cept, a small amount, which one of their 
own members assumed. By a flaw in the 
title to their lot, which was undiscovered 
until two years since, (the land having 
been entered by another person previous to 
the one from whom they bought it,) they 
were compelled to pay for it again the 
round sum of two thousand dollars; and, 
although this was in the hard times, two 
winters since, they set manfally to work, 
and raised the half of it at once among 
themselves. Aud you may rest assured 
that they will pay the remainder. 
are almost entirely persons of very limited 

They 

means; and, in some cases, they have actu- 
ally paid one quarter of their whole annual 
income to save their charch, which signi- 
fies considerable attachment to it, and sets 
a noble example to other churches in debt. 
To show how anxious the Germans are to 
have the gospel, I may state 8 single in- 
stande. There is a large settlement id 
Bremer county, in Lowa, one hundred 
miles from Dabuque. Some of Mr. Van 
Vliet's members, who had removed there, 
had been engaged in instructing the peo- 
ple, and were very anxious to have a sound 
minister. They sent word for Mr. Van Vliet 
to come and see them; sent a wagon twenty- 
five miles to the railroad depot to take him 
to them; stopped their work a whole day 
in the midst of harvest, and 

| thirty truly converted members might be 
established there. They are very anxious 
to have a minister, but he has nove to send 
them. Ministers enough could be had 
from abroad; but the experience of the 
churches is, that such are, in most cases, 
not only unevangelical, but unexemplary 
and unfit. 

Now, it is to be noticed that this work 
has been sustained by the Board of Educa- 
tion, in assisting in the preparation of stu- 
dents; by the Board of Domestic Missions, 
in assisting in sustaining them as mivis- 
ters, (and they have drawu very lightly 
upon it); by the Board of Church Exten- 
sion, in completing their houses of wor- 
ship; and by the Board of Publication, in 
giving them tracts, and books, and hymns, 
and above all, the Confession of Faith in 
their own language. So here is found 8 
practical proof, both of the need and of the 
efficiency of our Church machinery. 

I am aware that in several of the Pres- 
byteries, in other parts of the country, with 
which I have been familiar, there has been 
great discouragement felt in regard to this 
German work. Bat I think that, when 
they reflect upon the matter, they will find 
that the difficulty has been almost wholly 
confined to the ministers who have laboured 
in these churches. These ministers have, 
in a majority of cases, been those who have 
brought from Germany their credentials as 
ministers, or have come from the Germaa 
Reformed Church of this country. A very 
large proportion of these mea have not 
answered the expectations they have ex- 
cited; and as a class, (to which there 
are honourable exceptions,) they have 
failed of being useful to us. Whether 
it has been a want of personal piety, 
or a want of appreciation of our sys- 
tem, or à failure in training, or—what, is 
not for me to say. Uader such circum- 
stances our chief hope, or at least our most 
promising method, seems to be, to educatg 
young men of tested piety in our dootrine 
and system of government, aod send them 
forth to the work. The experiment tried 
here for ten years has proved most success- 
ful. There bas been little difficulty in the 
churches, none amoog the ministers, aud 
all has moved on harmoniously. We could 
put twenty more men iato the field, who 
could readily be secured from abroad, were 
it not for the conviction that we are better 
without any who are not thoroughly eda- 
cated in our doctriae, and who do not love 
our system. But we prefer to wait until 
we can get those who alone we believe will 
be useful. 

I kao that I will be met here by the 
objection that we ought to send Haglish 
ministers among them, aod preach to them 
in Kaglish, which they will have to leara 
at last. But if we do, we will have to 
postpone the work to acother generation; 
for those who emigrate do not themselves, 
as a class, ever leara our language 80 as to 
be able to uoderstand preaching ia it. 
Thus all who emigrate, as long as emigra- 
tion lasts, though it be for a century, will 
be deprived of our missionary labour. Be- 
sides, many of the second geaeration will 
not leara Eaglish with any degree of thor- 
oughuess, especially where there are large 
settlements of their countrymen. I am 
informed by a German, in whom I have 
confideuce, that there are nearly whole 
couaties in Peonsylvania, where little else 
than German is spoken, even among the 
rising generatioa. Eren if this should be 
an exaggerated statement, yet that there 
are many such large communities we all 
know. To these we must send the gospel 
in their owa tongue, or not at all. When 
our foreign missionaries eater upon their 
fields, their first work is to learn the lau- 
guage of the country; aud we kaow how 
native evangelists are sought in such lands. 
Why shall we not send the gospel ia like 
manner to the Germans, when the door is 
opened to us? 

As regards Mr. Van VIiet's scholars, he 
has long anxiously desired that they might 
have a more thorough education than he 
has been able to give them ia his lectures. 
Bat he has done the best he could, under the 
circumstances, and with his means. Now, 
however, the way seems to be opening to 
this end, and the increase in charshes has 
afforded more suitable material, from which 
to select young men for this work, aud there 
are more offering. He desires to enlarge 
the Log College“ of the West. To make 
an effort in this direction, he has been en- 
couraged by prominent ministers, to whom 
the character of his students has become 
known by contact with them ia our Pres- 
byteries. The Presbytery of Dane has 
taken preliminary action in support of this 
effort; and in the spring it is expected that 
others will do the same. LHacouraged by 
this support, Mr. Van Viiet bas borrowed 
from a friend of the movement one thou- 
sand dollars, with which he has bought a 
house aud lot adjoining bis church, which, 

together with rooms ia the basement of the 
churoh, will accommodate twelve or four- 
toon students. He has employed a licen- 
tiate, who has been his student for seven 
years, and who has been educated mostly 
at his expense, to assist him in instructing 
as tutor for the coming year. This young 
man will have to be paid a small salary, 
about three hundred dollars. He has now 
in his class five students. Mr. Van Viiet 
proposes to iastruct them in Latin sud 
Greek, besides the usual studies of a theo- 
logical course, as far as possible. They 
will be boarded at what it will cost, a dollar 
aod a half a week, including rooms. As 
their vacation is only six weeks in the year, 
they have no time to accumulate any thing 
by colportage, and their support will de- 
volve chiefly upon the church. 

Mr. Van Vliet has never received, and 
does not now reoéive a dollar for teaching. 
It is purely a labour of love with bim. To 
secure the building he has conditionally 
bought, permanently to this cause, will re- 
quite the contribution of one thousaad 
dollars; and besides this, three hundred 
dollars more will be needed duriog the 
coming year. The German churches are 
generally poor aud heavily taxed already. 
We appeal, therefore, to any individuals 
who may feel an interest in this valuable 
work, to lend their assistance in raising 
this fund, either by large or small dona- 
tions. Moneys sent to the editors of the 
Presbyterian, to the Rev. A. Van Viiet, 
Dabuque, Iowa, or to your correspondent, 
will be publicly acknowledged. It is to be 
hoped that the different Presbyteries most 
interested will make an effort to endows 
permanent institation here, and vastly en- 
large its means of usefulness. It is one of 
the most attractive and promising of all oar 

one of the most sacceseful. 
Ia closing this long article, I would state 

missionary efforts, and hes thus far proved 
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chat the statistical aud personal information | fold, and devour the sheep; but when the the first Presbyterian minister who preached 
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| Presbyterian church, of which the Rev. 

from Mr. Van Viiet himself, whose mo- 
desty would forbid the appearance of his 
name at all, did not your correspondent | 
deom it necessary, as authority for these 
statements. As regards other matters here- 
in contsined, I shall be glad to be correoted, 
if wrong, by some one on the field, who has 
had equal opportunities of observation and 
information, and a better judgment in the 
matter. I leave this cause with God aud 
his Charch, praying that this good work 
may be steadfastly and earnestly advanced, 
and that friends may be raised up for its 
assistance. HAWKBYE. 

— — 

ONWARD TO DES MOINES. 
[CORRESPONDENCE OF THE PRESBYTERIAN. ] 

Messrs. Editors—Variety gives zest toa 
stage-coach ride, as it does to all things 
else: After a pleasant day and a brilliant 
sunset—such an autumnal sunset as is wit- 
nessed only on our western prairies—we 
were left to finish our journey to Des 
Moines by night. Yet that night was 
just such as we would have chosen from 
the three hundred and sixty-five that fill 
the year. The air seemed exactly attem- 
pered to our comfort, a pleasant breeze 
swept over the prairie, acd a full-orbed 
moda, riding peerlessly through an un- 
clouded sky, flooded the landscape with a 
bright, yet soft and mellow light. Ia fact, 
as was remarked by one who evidently had 
bat little music in his soul, the night was 
“very mooney.”’ 
A ride of thirty-five miles from Newton 

briogs us to 
"DES MOINES, 

the capital of the State. Lest we give un- 
pardonable offence, we must speak of this 
place as a city—a western city, we mean. 
It is pleasautly situated on the western 
bank of the Dos Moines river. A relia- 
ble informant” says the population is five 
thousand. The busiaess and population of 
the city are rapidly increasing. Rents are 
enormously high and houses are scarce. 
The result is that a large number of build- 
ings are erected every season. Next sum- 
mer the locomotive, with its „ cow-catcher’’ 

| 
| 

pointing west, will cross the Des Moines, 
aod snort triumphantly in the streets of 
the capital; and then, one of their fondest 
hopes being realized, the oldest and the 
youngest iohabitant will rejoice together, 
aod the city will put on holiday attire. 

For nearly twenty years I have heard 
the valley of the Des Moines extolled as 
the most fertile and beautiful portion of 
our unrivalled State. It more than de- 
serves all the complimentary words that 
have been bestowed upon it. I do not 
suppose the original Garden of Eden was 
in this valley, yet, so far as external ap- 
pearances go, the argument in support of | 
such a theory is as strong as that which | 
sustains any other. Inexhaustible supplies 
of excellent coal are found here, and the 
mineral and agricultural resources of the 
valley will, ere long, be developed by the 
extension of the railroad now completed, | 
and in operation from Keokuk to Eidy- 
ville, and also by the extensioa of the roads 
from Oodar Rapids and Waen 
all this is douae—when this valley is filled 
with an industrious, moral, and God-fear- 
ing popalation, and with school houses and 
churches, it will be indeed a delightsome 
land. 

What a wonderfal thing is that little 
wire that seems a thread stretched against 
the azure sky! We have become so fa- 
miliar with the daily marvels it prodaces, 
that we have ceased to thiuk of them at all, 
or have come to regard them with indiffer- 
ence. Yet, after all, it is marvellous; and 
when we think of it for five minutes the 

— 

thought is overwhelming, that that slender | 
wire stretches across the contineat from 

the Atlantic to the Pacifio—aye, will soon 
belt the globe—and that along it, at this 
very moment, flash with the speed of | 
thought, messages between San Francisco 
and New York. We can even see the wire 
vibrating under the weight of some mo- 
mentous intelligence. In no other achieve- 
ment of his genius has man so fully attested 
the divinity of his origin, and proved him- 
self the possessor of a soul “immortal as its 
sire.” 

In Des Moines, as is too often the case 
in our large western towns, the masses are 
untouched by the influences of the gospel 
leavea. Hundreds, perhaps thousands, 
never cross the threshold of a church, and 
never hear a gospel sermon. They are 
heathen in a land of Bibles, and in the 
very shadows of our churches. Can no- 
thing be done to reach and reclaim them? 
Mast they be left without an effort for 
their salvation? How the plan would 
work, I know not, but I have wished for 
years that, in our larger towns, we could 
have on the Sabbath strect-preaching, or 
preaching in some of our public halls, at a 
suitable hour. Is not the plan worth a 
trial? 

The usual variety of churches is found 
in Des Moines— Methodist, Congregational, 
Baptist, Episcopal, and „Old“ aod „New“ 
School Presbyterian. All of these, I be- 
lieve, have neat and commodious houses of 

worship. The Episcopal charch, of which 
the Rev. Dr. Peet is rector, is said to be 
large and flourishing. The Nes school 

Mr. Bird has for several years been the 
pastor, appears to be prospering. I do not 
think it particularly creditable to the town 
that the Romanists are erecting a fiae 
building, mach after the cathedral style. 
How these followers of the man of sia do, | 
or should, shame us in their devotion and 
self-denial! „Hus est ab Roste doceri’’—it 
is right to be taught by an enemy. And 
we are thus taught, but how little does the 
teaching profit us! 

Oar ow. Charch here has been “on the 
slide” for the past few years. It has as 
neat and comfortable a church edifice as 
any other evangelical denomination in town. 
It first appears on the Minutes of 1849, 
when it reported fourteen members. For 
five or six years after its organization it 
was without a pastor, and grew slowly. 
Yet the vine grew. About 1857, the Rev. 
R. T. Drake, now of Troy, Ohio, became its 
pastor; and in 1858 it reported fifty-four 
members. So far as its past history is oon- 
cerned, it culminated in that year. For 
the past four years, during the most of | 

weep—if they ever do. 
contained herein bas been obtained mostly sheep turn aud rend each other, angels in Lowa, and who has not entirely ceased 

I hope that, in his missionary labours, and also Father 
this charch, these strifes are over, and that, | Cowles, who was somewhat later upon the 
under the guidance of a faithful uoder- field, are spared to witness the great changes 
shepherd, the sheep of this fold will live in 
peace, and epjoy great spiritual prosperity. 
I learn that the Rev. DD. L. Hughes, re- 
cently, if not now, of Pacific City, in the 
Presbytery of Missouri River, will accept a 
unanimous call from the church at Des 
Moines, dividiog his time between it and 
the church at Indianola, sixteen miles south. 
Perhaps this is the best arrangement that 
can be made; but, to me, it seews a great 
mistake to leave such a place as Des Moines 
unsupplied for any portion of the time. 
Other deoominations.do not adopt this 
policy; and if we expect to keep pace with 
them—if we expect our church to grow— 
we must, I thiok, do as they do, and open 
our church every Sabbath. I believe Mr. | 

of the last thirteen years, and to rejoice in 
the present prosperity of the Church of 
Christ. CALVIN. 

For the Presbyterian. 

REV. HENRY CLAY READ. 

Aoother faithful minister has finished 
his work; has heard the Master’s voice, 
„Well done, well done,” and joined the 
crowned in heaven. Truly, God's ways are 
not as our ways, nor his thoughts as ours. 
la human thought it seemed as though this 
young servant was but just getting the 
armour fully on, when Heaven pronounced 

Hughes the right man for the place, and life's battle fought and won;“ it seemed 

hope his labours here may be greatly 
blessed. 
The Capitol is on the cast side of the 

river, and in what is called East Des 
Moines Why it was located there, out of 
towo and nearly a mile in the country, no 
one can satisfactorily explain. It is not 
where the convenience of the public re- 
quires it to be, and not where four-fifths of 
the disinterested citizens of Des Moines 
wished it to be. When questioned upon 
this subject, they generally talk strongly 
of—somethiog strange. Des Moioes was 
made the capital, upon the condition that 
approved public buildiugs, the site for 
which was to be selected by these commis- 
sions, should be farnished free of expease. 
The offivials, strangely enough, selected the 
present location. No man knows that, for 
this, they ever received a cent more than 
their legal per diem wages and mileage. 
Upon this subject every man, however, has 
an opinion. As a speculation, the location 
was a failure. People staid upon the west 
side of the river, and business staid with 

the people. The addition to the city, of 
which such great things were expected, 
amounted to nothiag, aod the owners of 
the property, who erected the capitol, and 
laid out many acres iato city lots, with 
visions of a golden harvest before them, are 
said to be insolvent. The Capitol, which 
cost the State nothing, is already in a di- 
lapidated condition, and a new building 
must be erected ere long I venture the 
prophecy that it will not be logated cast of 
the river, but will be so accessible that 
self-sacrifising patriots, who yield to the 
wishes of their friends, and consent to serve 
as legislators, will not be compelled to 
spend their pay in hack-hire, ia order to be 
regularly ia their seats. I found the 

SYNOD OF SOUTHERN IOWA 

in session at Das M>ines—a point ia the 
extreme northern portion of its territory, 
and remote from railroads and those por- 
tions of Syood where Presbyterians do most 
aboaod. The worthy Moderator, whose 
name stands first upoa the list of the Mis- 
souti Riser Presbytery, and the two other 
brethren who were present from that Pres- 
bytery, travelled at least three hundred 
miles in going to and returning from this 
meeting of Syaod. The result of these 
unfavourable circumstances was, that an 
unusually small number of ministers aud 
ruling elders were present. Yet those who 
did attend were, I think, amply repaid for 
all the sacrifices they were foroed to make. 
We could all, 1 believe, unite in saying, 
„Lord, it is good to be here.” Especially 
was this true of the solemu and delightful 
exercises of the Synodical communion on 
Sabbath morning. The business of Synod 
was mainly of the usual routine character, 
and as its Stated Clerk usually furnishes 
you with a synopsis of its proceedings, I 
pass them without comment. Not discour- 
aged by the emall attendance at the present 
meeting, Synod resolved to meet next year 
at Council Bluffs, on the Missouri, and to though they died. 

as though the arduous work of vigorous 

manhood was yet before him, when the gra- 
cious voice came, „It is finished.” To 

human sight, it looks as though his sun had 
gone dowa suddenly at noon ; but the open- 
ing heavens reveal its glories transferred 
to brighten and cheer for ever the home of 
the blessed. arth has lost % burning 
and shining light,” and seems dark, very 
dark to many fond hearts; but another 
angel of light stands now on the battlements 
of glory, and gives loving emphasis to the 
blessedoess of those who die in the Lord. 

Brother Read was a native Kentuckian, 
and gave to his owa State the labours of his 
life. He was raised near Danville, and 
received a regular course of education ia 
Centre College. lle was one of the best 
students, among the many who have gradu- 
ated at that noble institution, and always 
commanded the love of his associates, and 
the confidence and esteem of his teachers. 
It was during one of those precious maai- 
festations of the presence aud power of the 
Divine Spirit, with which Danville has been 
favoured so often, and ia which the College 
has so largely shared, that he realized an 
interest in the Saviour’s love, and was one 
of an hundred and twenty, who together 
stood up in solemn dedication to his service. 
Ia accordance with the vows of that impres- 
sive occasion, be entered the Seminary at 
New Albany, shortly after his graduation in 
1847. The uext year he went to Princeton, 

and completed his theological course, and 
was licensed to preach by the Transylvania 
Presbytery, in the spring of 1850. His 
regular mioistry was given first to the 
church at Glasgow, and then at Columbia. 
To this church he preached his last sermon, 
and it was froth a text very characteristic of 
himself, „I am the good Shepherd,” and 
with such power and pathos did he enforce 
the precious truth, that even an atheistic 
heart melted and flowed in sympathy with 
the weeping congregation. Oa the follow- 
ing Saturday he went some distance in the 
country, to fill an appointment the next 
day at Ebenezer, haviog prepared to preach 
from the text, “For me to live is Christ, 
aud to die is gaia.” That night he was 
taken with a severe chill, resulting in ty- 

phoid fever, and in twenty days, oa the 23d 
of October, he realized the whole cousum- 

mation of his last pulpit theme, and the 
gain is an exceeding and cternal weight of 
glory. A deep shadow, however, has fallen 
upon the brightest earthly home, and the 
wife, tenderly loved, the children, sharing 
a father’s devotion; and needing his care; 
the mother trembling upon the verge of 
time; and sister, who constantly looked for 
comfort and counsel, have sustained im- 
measurable loss. The Church mouras a 
loved and honoured psstor, an caroest and 
able minister; the suffering and sorrowing 
ones a ready comforter and true friend; the 
warriors of earth, one whose great kindness 

ministered to their temporal wants, aod who 
aimed to enlist them under the banner of 
Kiog Immanuel, assuring them of victory, 

Ia all these griefs, 
spend a week in preaching, and other reli- however, and heart desolatious, there is a 
gious exercises, with the church there. 
not this an example worthy of imitation by | shall be seen, that all things—oven joyous 
other Synods, and by Presbyteries also? I | worldly hopes, crushed by the icy tread of 
have always feared that the division of our death, aad life’s most fragrant flowers, 

State into two Synods was somewhat pre- | blasted by cruel frost before winter comes— 
mature, and would gladly see these bodies 
re-united. A small Syaod, or Presbytery, 
leaves upon the community where it meets 
an impression that the Church and cause it 
represeats are feeble and uoprogressive, 
and does not fairly represent the character 
and condition of our Church. I have some- 
times thought that we unnecessarily divide 
Presbyteries and Synods, and increase their 
number too rapidly. The necessity for 
such division and increase would be ob- 
viated if our churches would do as they 
ought, and pay the expenses inourred by 
ministers and ruling elders when attending 
the meetings of Presbyteries and Syuods. 
These men meet, not to promote their own 
interests, but the welfare of the churches; 
and the churches should certainly pay their 
expenses. If our church courts were to 
give this subject their earnest attention, 

work for the good of God’s chosen an 
loved ones. V. 

For the Presbyterian. 

Dr. Hodge’s Address at the National 
Sabbath Convention. 

In effecting the organization of the Na- 
tional Sabbath Convention at Saratoga, New 
York, the Rev. De. Hodge, of Princeton, 
New Jersey, was called to the chair, and 
made the following brief, but most sug- 
estive address. | 
“We all kaow, my Christian brethren, 

that God's word, God's Church, and God's 
day, are the three grand divine institutions 
for the salvation of the world. Neither of 
them can be neglected. They are insepa- 
rably connected, and they are mutually 

could they not easily remedy a great evil, | sustaining. To ignore God's word, leads 
and relieve ministers and ruling elders of a 
tex which is obviously unjast, and which 
they are too often illy able to bear? 

This is really the mother-Synod of the 
State. When the Synod of Iowa was di- 
vided by a line extending westward from 
the Mississippi to the Missouri, the northern 
and younger Synod retained the original 
name, that it might hold certain valuable 
property which it was supposed to have in 
Alexander College, at Dabuque. Our old- 
est churches are within the bounds of the 
southern Synod; and so is our oldest Pres- 
bytery. Ode of your correspondents, in 
paying a well-merited tribute to the memory 
of the Rev. Joseph Rodgers, formerly pas- 
tor of the Round Prairie Church, in the 
Presbytery of Iowa, recently spoke of that 
church as the oldest in the State. This is 
certainly a mistake. The first church or- 
ganized upon the soil of Iowa was that at 
West Point, of which the Rev. G. D. 
Stewart is now the pastor. At its organi- 
zation Colonel William Patterson, now 3 
ruling elder in the Westminster Church, 
Keokuk, was ordained a ruling elder; and 
this was the first ordination of the kind in 
the territory of Iowa. Though I have for- 
gotten the date of the organization and in- 
stallation, I think I am not mistaken as to 
the facts. 

In 1850 the Presbytery of Iowa, then 
part of the Synod of Illinois, embraced the 
whole State, and reported thirteen ministers, 

which time it has been without u pastor, | four licentiates, thirty two churches, and 
its membership has steadily dimivished. | eight hundred and ninety-three communi- 
It has now advanced backwards“ nearly | cants. The same territory now includes 
to its original status. Internal dissensions two Synods, eight Presbyteries, eighty five 
have done their work, for „where strife is, _ ministers, three licentiates, one hundred and 
there is confusion and every evil work.” It 
| ig a sad sight when wolves break into the | 

forty churches, and sixty-two hundred com- 
municants. Laus Deo!” Father Bell, 

inevitably to the corruption of his Church, 
and the desecratioa of his day; and the 
corruption of his Church leads, io like man- 
ner, to the obscuring of his word, and to 
disregarding the ordinance of the Sabbath. 
These are divine institutions; they rest on 
an ever-glorious and an immutable founda- 
tion. They need not the support of human 
legislation. God's word is imperishable, 
God's Church is imperishable, and God’s 
day is imperishable. So long as Christians 
exist on the earth, who believe that Jesus 
Christ, the incarnate Son of God, rose on 
the first day of the week, it never can fail 
that they will meet together to adore his 
name, to proclaim his truth, and to urge 
their fellow-men to receive him as God 
manifest in the flesh, their Father, and their 
everlasting Fortress. 

“All that we need, brethren, either for 
the word of God, or for the Church of God, 
or for the day of God, from human legisla- 
tion, is simply protection—that these great 
institutions shall not be impeded, shall not 
be in any way suppressed or interfered with 
by the weakness of man. All we ask is 
freedom—freedom for the word, freedom for 
the Church, and freedom for Christians for 
the faithful observance of the holy day that 
God has appointed for his work. The two 
foundations on which, therefore, all these 
institutions rest for their perpetuity aod 
their usefulness, are, of course, as we all 

ize, the ever-present, the almighty, 
and therefore all-sufficient aid of God's 
Spirit, and the continued efficiency, activity, 
and devotedness of God's le. Ia the 
economy of God for the salvation of men, 
these are alike essential, and it is the object 
of this Convention to rouse the Bag of 
God to put forth for the support of his day 
that activity, that devotedness, and the use 
of those appropriate means which they 
employ for the support of his Church, and 
for the propegation of his word.” 

— — 
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THE DELEGATE’S STORY. 

It was just after the battle of Williams- 
burg, where hundreds of our brave fellows 
had fallen, never to bear arms again in 
their country’s cause, and where huadreds 
more were wouaded, that a soldier came to 
the tent of a delegate of the Christian Com- 
mission, and said, “Chaplain, one of our 
boys is badly wounded, and wants to see 
you right away.” 

Hurriedly following the soldier, says the 
delegate, I was taken to the hospital and 
led to a bed, upon which lay a noble young 
soldier. He was pale and bloodstained 

‘from a terrible wound above the temple. 
I saw at a glance that he had but a few 
hours to live uponearth. Taking his hand, 
I said to him, «Well, my brother, what 
dan I do for you?” 

The poor dying soldier looked up in my 
face, and placing his finger where his hair 
was stained with his blood, he said, ««Chap- 
lain, cut 2 big lock from here for mother! 
for mother, mind, chaplain!” I hesitated 
to do it. He said, „Don't be afraid, chap- 
lain, to disfigure my hair. It’s for mother, 
and nobody will come to see me in the dead 
house to-morrow.” 

I did as he requested me. „Now, chap- 
lain, said the dying man, „I want you to 
kneel down by me, and return thanks to 
God.“ “For what?” I asked. For 
giving me such a mother. O! chaplain, 
she is a good mother; her teachings com- 
fort and console me now. And, chaplain, 
thank God that by his grace I am a Chris- 
tian. O! what would I do now if I was 
nota Christian? I koow that my Redeemer 
liveth. 
saved me. Aad, chaplain, 
giving me dying grace. He has made my 
dying bed ‘feel soft as downy pillows are.’ 
Thank him for the promised home in glory. 
I’ll soon be there—there, where there is uo 
war nor sorrow, nor desolation, nor death— 
where TI see Jesus, and be for ever with the 
Lord.” 

I knelt by.the dying man, and thanked 
God for the biéssings he had bestowed upon 
him—:he blessings of a good mother, a 
Christian hope, and dying grace, to bear 
testimony to God's faithfulaess. 

Shortly after the prayer he said, ‘ Good 
by, chaplain; if you ever see mother, tell 
her it was all well!“ 

AT THE LAST. 

Man goeth forth unto his work, and to his labour, until 
the ewening.—Psatm civ. 23. 

The stream is calmest when it nears the tide, 
Aud flowers are sweetest at the eventide, 
And birds most musical at close of day, 
And saints divinest when they pass away. 

Morning is lovely, but a holier charm 
Lies folded close in evening's robe of calm; 
And weary man must ever love her best, 
For morning calls to wil, but night to rest. 

She comes from Heaven, and on her wings doth bear 
A holy fragrance, like the breath of prayer; 
Footsteps of ang ls follow in her trace, 
To shut the weary eyes of day in peace. 

All things are hushed before her, as she throws 
Oer earth and sky her mantle of repose; 
There is a calm, a beauty, and a power, 
That morning knows not, in the evening hour. 

«Uatil the evening,” we must weep and toil, 
Plough life's stern furrow, dig the weary soil; 
Tread with sad feet our rough and thorny way, 
And bear the heat and burden of the day. 

O! when our sun is setting, may we glide 
Like summer evening down the golden tide; 
And leave behind us as we pass away, 
Sweet starry twiligat round our sleeping clay. 

EASTERN LANGUAGES AND THE 
IDIOMS OF THE SCRIPTURE. 

To the Editor of the London Record. N 

Sir—The fact of the simple oral speech 
of the rudest and most uncultivated natives 
of the Eastern countries being similar to 

| the idiom of the Scriptures, I take to be more 
| significant of their genuine Eastern origin, 
than the circumstance of the elaborate com- 

Is holy and wise purpose, and at the last it positions of their learned writers, and their 
poetry, being also in the figurative style of 
a type closely resembling the composition 
of the sacred writings. Bat there is one 
com position the most common extract from 
the Vedas, or sacred books of the Hindoos, 
which describes the acts of one of their 
deities, who is supposed to have become in- 
carnate, and rescued the world from its 
thraldom under the power of a bad spirit— 
which, however miogled it may be with 
absurd images and uncouth superstitions, 
seems yet to have been, in its detail of 
main facts and its statement of the object 
of its hero’s incarnation, a copy, though a 
most spurious one, of the imitation which 
some Brahmin of former times had given 
to his followers of the New Testament. 
This book is called the Prem Sagar. 

So many writers have treated of the cus- 
toms prevalent iu the East, mention of which 
has been made in Scriptare, that I should 
never ask you a place in your paper for a 
full explanation of these, with reference to 
their elucidation of parts of the sacred text ; 
but [ would merely cite a few from memory, 
which struck my own observation, and which 
are indeed obvious to any traveller, (the 
most superficial one even,) who visits those 
countries. There is nothing more remark- 
able with regard to these customs, than that 
they have (as has been always noticed by 
writers on the East) been invariably handed 
down from father to son, and their antiquity 
is uoquestionable. 

Thus, the tent life described ia Genesis, 
is now the habitual life of many tribes in 
the East. The cakes which the patriarch 
is described as preparing, were precisely the 
same as the chupatties, which the Hindoos 
bake, and which form their principal food. 
The wells which the rich men are described 
as having dug, as acts of benevolence, and 
to which we fiad allusion made in several 

rts of the Old and New Testaments, are 
rought forciby to your recollection, when 

in travelling through Upper India you come 
to those which the former kings of the 
country had dug in unfrequented places, as 
boons to the travellers, or the poor. Tho 
people in the country parts of India have a 
method of separating the grain from the 
corn, by tying an ox to a stake, and making 
him trample it out, and it is remarkable 
that they never “muzzle the ox that tread- 
eth out the corn.” To put the shoes off 
one’s feet as an act of respect, one is re- 
minded of hourly in India. The fact of 
rendiog the clothes is, what may frequently 
also come under one’s observation, as the 
natives do so when they hear of any distress- 
ing news; also, the putting on sackoloth is 
frequently practised. The meeting or the 
parting with near relatives, is a scene of 
such clamorous and frantic grief, that it 

uals ia reality what is told us as havin 
taken place on different occasions desori 
in the Old Testament. Many have cited 
the explanation of the saying, do not put 
“old wine in new bottles,” which is so 
palpable in a country where wine is kept in 
skins. The words take up thy bed and 
walk may seem curious to a European ear, 

— 
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but would cease to be so to one who had 
seen the poorer inhabitant of the Kast 
up the simple cloth (that whereon he lay 
and putting it over his shoulders. The en- 
pression of a place being like a lodge in a 
garden of cucumbers, is brought vividly to 
one’s mind in India, where one sees the 
way in which the cucumbers, in their ex- 
tremely prolific growth, completely cover 
any deserted cottage or hut in the tract of 
ground which they ocoupy. Such deserted! 
huts are very frequently seen, and the abund- 
ant prodace of the leguminous plants of that 
kind is one of the marvels of the country. 
„Two women shall be grinding at a mill. 
Now this mill, which is the commonest im- 
plement possible in the country, is made of 
two large flat stones. There are invariably 
two women employed at it; one puts in the 
grain, and also collects it when ground, ia 
a cloth; the other turns round the handle, 
and grinds it. Who has not been reminded, 
at the feasts given by rich natives or pas 
of the custom that the right hand of the 
Governor of the feast is the place of hon- 
our? 

Very many more such instances might 
be adduced, all most interesting to the read- 
er of Scripture; but to enumerate them, 
even without dilating upon their applies: 
tions, would, I believe, far exceed the limits 
of a letter. 

I am, sir, yours, &a. 
A TRAVELLER. 

October 20, 1363. . 

RESULTS OF TEN YEARS’ MISSION- 
ARY WORK IN INDIA. 

The subjoined passages from Dr. Mul- 
lens’ Brief Review of Ten Years’ Mission- 

I feel that his finished work has ary Labour in ladia, (Nisbet & Co.,) 
thank God for | furaish a striking refutation of certain ro- 

cent allegations, to the detriment of mis- 
sionary work, in the leading journal: - 

„No impartial mind will deny that the 
missionary work carried on in India duri 
the past ten years has made seoure and solid 
advance. It has realized substantial pro- 
gress in the number of its agents, in the 
number of its converts, in the improved 
character of the native churches, in the en- 
largement and spread of its native ministry, 
and in the inorease in the number and 
ciency of its catechists and teachers; it has 
realized that progress in the enlargement 
of its education, in the improvement of all 
its Christian literature, in the ocoupstion 
of new fields, in the ripened experience of 
its bands of labourers, and in the more 
effivient application of their consecrated 
service to the mighty sphere they seek to 
occupy. An expenditure of more than two 
millious and a quarter sterling, contributed 
by the Churches of Europe and America, 
and by the local Church, both native an 
Kuropean, io India, has maintained during 
that period a staff of missionaries now reach- 
ing to more than 500 in number—a staff of 
native pastors aod missionaries that has 
risen to 183, with 1776 catechists, and 
hundreds more of native school-teachers. 
Fifty-one thousand boys are taught in its 
veruacular schools, and twenty-four thousand 
others study Eaglish in addition to their 
own tongue. Twenty-one thousand 
enjoy the benefits of Christian female eda- 
cation under its care. That expenditure, 
in addition to the salaries of these numer- 
ous and experienced agents, has provided 
them residences, has maintained school- 
houses, built and repaired churches for wor- 
ship, provided facilities for preaching jour- 
neys, has brought out large numbers of new 
missionaries, has carried away the exhaust- 
ed invalids whom the climate has destroyed 
and has produced and scattered with liberal 
hand a vastly improved Christian literature 
in fourteen languages, includiag and thor- 
oughly based upon improved translations of 
the Word of God. Ina word, it has pro- 
vided, maintained, and applied to the pro- 
vinces of India under the English crowa 
all the elements, wisely gathered, of a re- 
ligious and moral agency, which, in obedi- 
eace to Divine command, and in dependence 
upon promised Divine blessing, shall ex- 
ose the folly and ruinousness of false re- 
igions, shall expound the way of salvation, 
shall teach a divinely revealed morality, 
and shall stir up the minds of the myri 
who listen to its words to think, to weigh, 
to understand, to follow, all that shall ren- 
der earth’s life a blessing, and crown mor- 
tality with endless life. That agency has, 
during the decade, rescued thousands of 
souls from death, has witnessed an elevation 
of the tone, knowledge, and temper of na- 
tive Christian life, and has seen a large in- 
crease in the numbers of native converts. 

„While the Goverameut system of edaca- 
tion in Iadia now annually expeads a sum 
as nearly as possible the equal of all the 
money spent on Indian missions, and has, 
like those missions, expended during the 

t ten years two millions and a half ster- 
fing , its results are not for a moment to be 
compared with the agencies and the fruits 
which those numerous missions contain. 
Though now commencing in its best govern- 
ed provinces to promote vernacular educa- 
tion among the many, it has for a long 
series of years, especially in Bengal, chosen 
a few from the middle and higher classes 
of native society, stimulated to a high de- 
gree their intellectual activity, while leav- 
ing their moral nature, to a great extent, 
untrained and uninformed, and has gent 
them forth into the world more able (for 
good or evil,) often full of intellectual pride, 
not seldom disloyal in their hearts. Mis 
sionary agency has not despised the wealthy 
or the middle classes; the many scholars 
found among them it has trained in their 
whole nature as immortal beings; but it 
has wrought and found its fruits most large- 
ly amongst the poor. The peasantry, often 
despised and oppressed, have found no 
greater friends in the land than mission- 
aries and other Christian men; and in the 
mission churches, which they have helped 
to furm, more than 200,000 worshippers 
offer each Sabbath the earnest aspirations 
of loyal hearts to the living and true God, 
in the name of the one Mediator, that their 
honoured and gracious Queen may increas- 
ingly ‘enjoy the consolations’ of that Chris- 
tian religion of which the proclamation 
spoke, and pray that the truth which 
have themselves embraced may be acce 
by their fellow-country men throughout the 
empire. That truth, through missionary 
agency, is yearly growing a greater power 
in the land. Every year the knowl of 
it is spreading more widely, its impressions 
are made more deeply, it is moulding the 
opinion of all native society, and is the one 

wer that has increasing influences. Nei- 
ther of the false religions of India is mak- 
ing any way. Each is more active at times 
—for Christianity has compelled them to 
activity, even in their own defence—but 

clearly, and adds to previous defeats. 
where in the empire—in Ceylon and Bas. 
mah, in North Iadia and in the South, in the 
great cities and in the open country, in 
the seats of commerce, the seats of Govern- 
ment, the ceatres of native opinion—it is 
Christianity alone which makes real ad- 
vance. It is compelling opinion, making 
enemies more silent and sullen, and win- 
ning numerous friends. Its was 
never more compact, more judiciously’ lo- 
ted, more steady in its working, more calm 
and quiet in its tone.” 
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| enti! he was thoroughly instruoted 

fa wound doctrine. After some time 3 

church was organised in Platteville, under 
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