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“If any man serve me, him will my Father honor.”

Joun

The principles of pur glorious Christianity
are revealed in the Scriptures. The principles of
our glorious Christianity are illustrated in the ‘
lives of its professors. In the Word, God teaches
us in language the principles of his Providential
administration, In Prov@dence, God actually leads
forth the grand processions of events, and illus-
trates before our very eyes those prineiples in the
concrete form of facts. Just so in the written gos-
pels, God teaches us what a Christian ought to be,
and what principles enter into and constitute
christian character. While in the dispensation’
of his grace he dispenses unto every man difforent
gifts severally as he will, and illustrates the beauty
and power of his spiritual handiwork in the holy
lives of his people.

The Christian chamc;ter is always one in prin-
ciple, in all ages and among all peoplé, since there
is but one God and Father of us all who hath be-
gotten us again into his own likeness ; and yet
within the circle of this unity there are infinite
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the children of one fimify, and in a wider sphere,
all the members of the sgme tribe, bear the marks
of a common origin, and of a near relationship,
and' yet each individual has his own especial marks
and individual peculiaritjes which give him char-
acter, and ‘whereby he Js recognized by all his
friends : so every child §f God, while partaking
of a nature common to tho whole family, and while
exhibiting traits ‘of manifest community of spirit
and fecling with all the brotherhosd—nevertheless
presents us the special ¢heautics and individual
traits of his personal cliristian character. The
Holy Spirit like light whibh is its epblem, spring-
ing from one central fountain, and in its own es-
sence simple and uncompo{und, lights up all the va.
rying suljeets upon whichihe deseends and in whem
he dwells with the varioug yet harmonious glories
of ten thousand different’icolored rays. And the
garden of the Lord’s house, which is the christian
church, presents the samd beautiful variety in es-

sential unity, and univers  harmony, which char-
acterizes the great Au_thox; and Finisher’s work in
his visible creation —wher'e every plant claborates
the elements of the one s<§>i1 into a form of grace

or power peculiar to itself] and where every- flower
distils from the.same essedces a soul of fragrance
all its own.-

As the conversion of evéry human soulsis a new
creation,.so the whole gro}th and history of that
soul forever after, is a scerle of God’s working, and
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a school of, God’s teaching; presenting lessons and
unfolding beauties peculiar to itseff. There are
always of conrse the samp old lessons of repent-
ance toward, God, and faith ip ‘our Lord Jesus
Christ, of advances and bixckslidings, of alternate
hopes and fears, of the hatd and often tardy sacri-
fice of the corftrite spirit and the broken heart.
Andyet each history teaches its own special los-
sons, and illustrates the grace of the great Father
n new lights and shades.} Stop then and think
When God finishes his perfected work in the Jife of,'
any of his children, and fakes it home to his own
glory, what special lesson of his grace he has
tal.Jght you therein. The lesson which I have
chiefly drawn from the noble example of our de-
pa-r.ted brother and father in Christ, is the same
which is most prominently.suggested by the words
of our text. It may be spmmed up. thus. The
tn"ue christian, not the niere honest man, is the
highest' style of man, and therefore the noblest
work of God. God—enthroned in heaven and in
the human heajt—ind no karthly sovereign—ne;.
ther popular opinion—is the true fount of honor.
The faithful service of thi§ God is the true way to
atiain this honor. ! )

The christian is the noblest style of man. 1ef |
us lay open and consider 4 few of those main fea-
'tures of the christian whidh have found prominent
illustration in thag history whose termination we
are now deploring: 1




6 FUNERAL SERMON.
¥

And first—the grand root and stamina of every
christian character is high, uncompromising prin-
ciple. The earnest lové of truth for its own sake.
Truth of doctrine, truth of practice, truth of
character, and the brav? unflinching maintainance
of all truth—through all the temptations of an
earthly life, neither repélled by difficulty, nor ap- |’
palled by fear, nor seduced by flattery; this is
the essence and the strehgth and the true glory of
genuine christian manljood. Without this, the
lighter and lovelier gracgs of the soul have no cer-
tain strength on which to rely. This high-toned
principle is not love, and yet no true love can ex-
ist without it, since love divorced from truth, cor--
rupts into a vapid sentimentalism with neither pu-
rity of spirit nor energy of will. Like the vine
which when itis divorcgd from the stalwart oak
from which it had deriyed support, and to which
it had contributed a rope of grace, and a crown
of glory, falls upon the: earth and soils its blos-
soms in the dust; so the beauties and graces of
the christian character ywhen divorced from that
nable spirit of uncompromising trdth which was
their support, and strength, are infallibly broken
from their roots and defiled. He who serves God
in this world needs to have the weakening alloy
burned out, and the metal of his purpose attem-
pered well to high resolv%s, and unchangeable firm-

ness. ;
Principle, not policy.g God’s simple word, not

[ . —
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the changeful opinion of the age of the communi-
ty. Right, nct advantage. Christ, not self.—
t ']'hfe straight way direct fo the purpose, not 'the
easier path which hides its slow circulitous ap-
-proaches under some pfausible pretence. The
truth, not bland politenesg is the one indispensable
characteristic of the christian man—the one in-
.rlispensable qualification ifor the service of God
in our day, when the world flatters and coun’ter-,
feits the features of the 'church—and when the
church, conforms to the world. When all perma.
nent interests are sacrificed to immediate success—
reality for appearance, soﬁdity for surface. When
prudenc(.) is worshipped in the name of truth, and
every thing dear to God or men is comprox;lised
for the sake of a delusivk Peace, and when men
fors‘zlking the eternal rock of God’s word 'build7
| theit habitations upon foundations of hnlfitruths
alnd half-errors, terrific aggregations of explosive
: :{;ng;s(,) ;lgo‘sil.n and folly of man, and the wrath

. Another—essential characteristic of the chris-
tian manhood is eminent spirituality. This is
the true distinction between religion and moralit
the child of God and the benevolent man of 5}’;
wo?ld. This is the trfic fountain-spring from
Whld} all the other pringiples and gmcesD which
constitute the christian character flow forth. This
i3 the true talisman of power by which the chris-
tian man witnesses for his Lord among men, and

————
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accomplishes all his “;:prks of uscfulness in the
world. The teaching of the Bible, and the
doctrine of the Church on this subject, is very
clear. Christ is the ving, the believer is the
branch. Christ is the head and heart, the be-
liever is the limb. Clyrist is the bridegroom,
the Church, the body of believers, is the bride.
He was anointed above his fellows, but the holy
chrism has flowed ovey his whole person, down
to the very skirts of his garments. His Holy
Spirit, which dwells, ih him beyond measure,
passes over as the bon% of life and communion
into every believer. He and His Father come
to them and take up their abode with them.—
As:he lives they shalllive also; and the life
which they now live iy the flesh they live by
the faith in the Son off God, and their life is
hid with Christ in G‘rod;i The scriptural exam-
ples also of this grandiprerogative of the chil-
dren, of God, even in tinese days of their earth-
ly life; aré most clear ’fa,nd imposing. Enoch
walkedt with God, and in. his translation ob-
tained a testimony tha? he pleased God. Da-
vid was a man after God’s own heart. Of No-
wh .and Abraham, and Isaac and Jacob and’|
Moses—of Gideon and Barak, of Sampson and
of Jephthae, of Davidr.and of Samuel and of
all the prophets, it is declared that they con-
fessed themselves t¢ befstrangers and pilgrims

on the darth, desiring a better country—thaf is,

-
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a heavenly, whierefore . Gogd was
tobe called their God. Thebeloyed a?fliﬂfﬁfﬁfg
upon .Jesusf heart, and years afterwards bore this
tesnmox?y In behalf of his“brethrep, that
,fellows}pp 1s with the Fathey 2hd witl; his Son 3‘11'
sus (.‘,‘hnst. All these are detailed before us in tlf .
 inspired r.eoord with a single archaic grande 'e
each -one in his ‘countenance and mien resemblilrlzl’
the ,chﬂ'dren of 4 king. Tliere they defile in 1o
iprocession through the higtor , 28 wo \'iex n’%
through the berspective of many centuries tlv l
garments all preserved unspotted from thek;ro ch;l
the.xr countenances inspired with bheroi¢ g il't"
lti};:lg' lm?ibsﬁtense with high resolve, their pe;e;
¢ and fixed high upon the cro -
and flashing back the lf)eavenly ]igul;l; ;f;:i!;ilwtahleiiyj

examples of what it ig at

:ﬁlj f}_;r;:tﬂeg; to be, yet thatlit has become 50 much
Siion for church membey: i

e i ’ . § to satisfy them.

o; :ES‘Wlt}]l. mere negative cvidences of tI;’e power
ewr religion,» We busily pluck up the weeds, |

b
seeds of celestia] |

0 cease from sin, are careful

to avoid doing wrong. }, -
anto h_OIiness».g Z, but we brmg forth no frujt

o o Proper, regular, methodical, ingo. .
b Ar6 common.among us, the negative side |
hoa e lfgxon Is pretty successfuly attempted, but ]
A W Of us possess positive Power as christiang |

once the christian’s dut\y

—




| royal priesthood stands forth confessed a co-worker
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cither with'God or mat. How few in the wrestlings
of the closet are mighty men with God, prevalent
with weighty supplication. How few bear the
clowing countenance and unmistakeable carriage
of those who are partakers of a hidden life and
whose habitual fellowship is with God. How few
are there whose life is a constant source of edifica-
tion to christians, and;of reproof to sinners of the
world. What a chauge will it be when in the
fullness of times cvery christian is thus transfigur-
ed and filled with propletic power, when all dis-
guiscs are withdrawn, and every member of' the

togetber with God.  When this change is wrought
in the church the contjuest of ther world will be
near at hand. »

Another cssential clement of the genuine chris-
tian character,.and on which was prominently il-
Justrated in the life of our departed Father, is the
spirit of active; energgtic usefulness: The spirit-
uality of which I hav¢ been speaking lies at the
foundation of all truc isefulness. *And yet in this
life thete are some tnﬂy meditative spiritual souls
whose spiritual energies spend themselves inward- |
ly, rather than out“?ardly—iir personal private |
"exercises, rather than fipon the diligent use of all
those means of grace wherewith the Lord accom- '
| plishes the salvation of souls. The highest type

1 of ¢hristian characterdis the happy union.of the

meditative with the active. The closet is thg |
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"to restore the erring,yand to save the'lost.— k.Its
true impulse is ever t0 exeréise. itself lt;l see ‘:;%
to do good unte all m¢n, espedially to b e.m1 e
[ ave of the heusehold of faith. The world 18 Q}u;
| that by any means e mWay save gome. e
church is Joved beeause it 1s Christ’s spouse-

-y

. ¢ Apd if any man sérve me, him will ’fny Fath‘cr
 honor.””  This, like al} the other pvomxses.bof tng
{ gospel, is trae both fot the werld that now 1% :mdz
' that which is to comcy, The larger 'measaure an

' complete fulfillment is hoensur.nmated itk heaven.d——
‘;The dealings of God With his se¥vant whose ht?-
[ conse We now lament, gstablishes the trfuth ?f.t is
: promise by the witnessiof eur oww‘obsell‘m:xofi.t—}—]—.
All men have henored and trusted hislove.of truth,
¢ nd robust manfiness of ?haractel-. All .s?rm.plz?-
| thising christians have felt the elevatedt sp'i-rmm ex(-l
|ty and fervency of his ppirit. :All have .mtnc.ssh
his gelf-sacrificing ands.energetic serwcc.s:fm t 1e.
good of souls and for Gghrist': Through his whe z
life, wherever known,. pi? the gooc? have ho%r.ih
him, and the wicked have sto?d in am'e.‘ 11‘ b
our deep sense of the loss which we pcxsor'm'y,
}and the entire community, and th:e C.hmstmn
church bave sustained, we t00 to-day,‘}n this whole
assembly honor him in our hearts. :1.hen. remem-
ber that for two days, he has been m‘hea\jen.-‘—‘
Christ has recognized lim, and giYen him his n'ev.
name, and made 3 king and 2 pne(s}t, 'andi tz;l\;r‘lc
him to sit on his throng, cven ag Christ .ha

e

T T

4 the cross of that-Saviour on ~whose throne he to-
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now follow him farther. Vision and langunage
alike fail us in the radiant glory in which he fades
from our sight. L3

?

{

i WiLtar H. Warrg was born. i Freder-
.icksburg, December 19th, in the year-1796. At
an early age he removed to Philadelphin to pre-
pare himself. for the business which he had chosen
ras his pursuit for 1ife. After accomplishing that
end he returned tovhis native place and immedi-
ately entered into trade. Early in the fall of
1818 hé married in Philadelphia.

Duriug all

citizen, highly esteemed by all, and always the
‘more 80 by those who knew-him best. : These were
the days when as a ‘morgl man, he'attempted the
“impossible task of distharging his obligations un-

when during the mministry ‘of your first beloved
and venerable Pastor, .the spirit of God was so
copiously poured down upon this church and ct.-
tire'community, lre was graciously arrested, and
stripped of all his self-righteousness, and led to

day rejoices. Then together with a large compa-
ny, many of whom sleep, but the greater part of

down with the Father on his throne. We cannot

"this period he was an ‘detive, useful and. upright |

der the covenant-of-works. ‘Untilin the.year 1830

3
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whom remain until thé present, he made his

first public confession of Christ by entering in-
to the communion of this church, fmd almost
immediately he was, Hogether ~with ,several
others who follow him % !his grave to-day, elec;t—q
ed and ordained a Ruling Elder. Mr. ‘White
then began to live in earnest, his heart was
filled with love to Christ and his Church, and
with his -characteristic “directness of Purposc,,
- and energy of action did be devot-e hlmself.to
the work. He was for’ long per10<.1 superin- |
tendent of our Sabbath School, and in connec-
tion with one of his fllow elders, he esta:b-
lished one also in the county of Spotsylvania,
which he attenced throﬂgh all weathers every
Sabbath afternoon, for- many years, and where

 their labors were signally iblessed. Inthe fall of

11834, he was induced to¥emove hencg to Phléa,-‘
' delphia where he entered largely into tra e.f
‘But neither change of ‘Weene, nor the cares 0
:business were allowed 6 dampen !’lls ardox“.m
‘his Maker’s cause. Hé unitéd himself “:1‘th
‘the sixth Préesbyterian :Church of t.hat ’cvlty,
was elected a Ruling Elder and contmuefd ac-
tive in every good wotdand work, both in the

: ing his entire
hurch and Sabbath Sphool, during
pe In the Spring of 1838 Mr.

.residence there.

£ is frié dbeing re-elect-
reat pleasure of his friéitds, and
%ed to office in the church, which he had for-

"White removed back to Fredericksburg; to the |*

| with raptures, nor depressed with fears, he

-
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merly held, he continued until the last a sup-
port and an honor to tige cause of Christin our
midst, He was an elegtor of our Theological
Seminary, and an active. attendant upon all
of our’ Presbyterial and, Synodical assemblies.
He was widely known and highly appreciated
throughout our State, and in some directions
far beyond it, as an intelligent and eminently
useful church officer, wise in council and prompt |
in actiom. K "
As a Husband and Eather his love was too
priceless, and his memory too sacred to be un-
folded here. . God only.has witnessed and hea- |
ven only can disclose, the depths, and the
strength of that faithful heart. For more
'than a year his strength has been failing ra-
 pidly, and under the pressure of incurable dis-
ease his active spirit has been restrained from
its natural service. Yet as he had long glo-
rified his niaster in ggtion, he now glorified
him in suffering. Evep in his long retirement
" he never lost his interest in all that concerned
the welfare of the church, and he never ceased
to pray for her prosperity. Neither dazzled

camly awaited his end.in perfect confidence, for
he had long known in whom he "had believed,
and now at the last could not doubt that he
was able to keep all that had been intrusted to

him against that day. ,
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. .

His last and eminently characteristic words
with respect to the souls of his children, were
‘I trust for all of them a covenant God,”” His
last word with respect to his own persou was
‘“ No doubts, perfect confidence.’’

0! COULD- I speak. the matchless worth,
O! could I.sound the glories forth,
Which in my Saviour shine:
Id soar, and touch the heavenly strings,
And vie with Gabriel, while he sings, "
. In notes almost divine.

I’d sing the precious blood he spilt,
My ransom from the dreadful guilt
Of sin and wrath divine :

. I’d sing his glorious righteousness,,
In which all-perfect, heavenly dress
My soul shall evdr shine, .

1°d sing the characters he bears,
And all the forms of love hé wears,
Exalted on his throre :
In loftiest'songs of sweetest praise,
I would to everlasting days '
Make all his glories known.

Soon the delightful day will come,
‘When my dear Lord will call me home,
And I &hall see his face :
Then, with niy; Savieur, Brother, Friend;
A blest eternity I’H spend, -
Triumphant in his grace.




