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S IR I R T
TO THE PEDO-BAPTISTS OF FREDERICKSBURG.
Very récently, in the ordinary course of pastoral duty, the writer
preached a series of sermons in the Presbyterian Church in Frede-
ricksburg, on the subject of Infant Baptism, exhibiting the scrip-
tural evidence of the perpetual obligation and privilege. of this
ordinance and unfolding the significance of this rite, as applied to
infants, together with the nature and benefits of infant church
members| ig. -He dogs, not claim originality for, anything these
S n})aiifi. nor t6 have added a'ray of light 7th£”gex§eral
conﬁ'oversy\, ut only td Have restated truth’ ad old as* Christ’s
Church. Nor has he scrupled to use ad kbitum, and in every way
the arguments of his revered friend Dr. George D. Armstrong of
Norfolk, Va., whom many of you admiringly remember, as one of”
the Christidn heroes of the pestiléhce ot 1855.
The sermons embraced in these sheets were not designed by the
writér, for publication, but only for the instruction of his own peo-
le, and are not now printed for general circulation, but for the
Pedo-baptists of this, tqwn jand s 2r§{ne(.1' te,vicinity, with the

belief that they\%vﬁﬁ"f)e‘ more{likély to féad and learn from a pamph- _
Jet thrown out extemporaneously from one in their midst, than from

the many better books they might obtain. .

In the outset all intention to provoke controversy, or irg:re the

feelinys of lgth,é;rségs distiyictly ,disclaiined, the bnly ‘njotive’ béing
3 o RY F .4 " W i . LI}

to give to the P o-bapfists, who may read this pamphlet, light
upon the scriptural principles and evidences of the doctrine they
believe and obey, to stimulate them to grateful recognition of its
privileges and to earnest prayerful performance of the duties it en-
forces. This pamphlet, as printed, Gonsists; of'the sermons as
written, except 1n the rearrangement of paragraphs, and the omis-
sion of ‘some recapitulatory passages.

hile it is true, that, controversy was not, and is not desired,
the arguments could not be restricted to one side of the subject,
consistently with its proper elucidation.

Apologizing "5 ‘th¢ Yeadér for the length of thesé prefatory re-
marks, the writer would now conclude, with the excellent words
of Holy Writ with which Dr. A, Carson concludes his work on the
same subject, happy to be able cordially to unite with him, in the sen-
timents they contain. ¢‘He thathath my commandments and keep-
eth them, he it is that loveth tné, and " F wilk love him, and will
manifest myself to him. This, is the,love of God that ye keep
his commandmehts. Why call ye ne, Lord, Lord, and do not the
things that I say.” S
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e It isqpy purpose, depending upon, the .assistance of the ﬁgl
Ghost, to lay open, in a series of discourses,, the }vho‘e}§¢1;‘"p‘tura}§
ground,upon which infant baptispy tests;,and fo diseuss and {llus-
trate the true relation which the baptized qlfildﬁe\plof beligvers sus-
tain to the church. No onecan for a moment doubt that these spb-
jects are of the.utmost practica] importance. It is,not a spirit,of
theological .or derrominational bigotry which prompts me;fo,,occu.py
your attention with these questions. They bear directly ,lipén our
dearest interests and our gonstant and mostg \perative.duties, They
relate to radigal, principles which underlie, 1& . very, & sindations .of
the visible;Church, and ‘are'quq‘s,tionq,vyhigﬁ“ﬂ;e word;of God set;
tles as..plaiply and as finally, as any other ryths of ‘revealed relir
gion. Itis evidently the duty of all.f¢' study earnes v, 1fo.5eek to
understand .clearly, what God’s reyealed pvill on this important sub-
ject is—and then.woe,to. us, if. we fail honestly to obey his word,
.+ If ,God purposes to provide.salvatfon for sinfub p'iah}f,a;t alfg'aflc”l
‘to jnstitute, as a means fo, that .end, a diyine kipgdom, or church
on, earth,.jt is cerfaiply reasonable for ys to expect befqre hand, that
he would adapt that salvation. to man’s aégfxaf condition ; ang that
he would constitute higchurch upon the same-fundamental princi-
@les, upon which, at, the ergation; he himself constituted all hunjap
society. If man hagd been created; angl:was, designed to exist as
1ap jsolated ipdividual, thepr, salvation and gospel ordinanoces would
doubtless be adapted to individuals as isolated unities. Or if t}{e .
shuman race, was constituted on the same principle as the social:po-
dity, of the angels, each creature, separately a mpatured adult from,the
first,,doubtless the salvation of :Christ 4pg the constitution of the
«Church would.have been exactly adapted to,such a society, A re-
Jference to the fundamental and “characteristic,prineiples, of; human
association, ip contrast with that of angels, will help ﬁﬁgt‘o under-
stand mogc clearly the constitutjop of the Church as.it is exhi i
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ted in the scriptures—and will lead us to see and admire the won-
derful harmony which prevails through all God’s works.

Each angel was brought into being by a distinct act of creation.
They may possess like nature, but they cannot be said to possess

the same nature, for they have proceeded. not one from the other, .

but each immediately from God. The scriptural account leads us
to believe that each angel wa$ brought into existence in the com-
plete maturity of all his powers, "and that each in his own person
stood his own probationary trial, There is no race of angels,.no
family of- angels, no representative head of angels, as thereis a
racey a family, a representative head uniting in one, all human life.
Each angel stood or fell by himself. The Son of God never, could
have alied himself to them, as he has alied himselfto us. He might
have become one like them ; he never, could have become one of
them ; for there i§ no angelic racé of.parent arid child intd which he
could havé been, born;

On the contrary; God created but one human pair, from whose
blood arid life, all other human beings have sprung by generation:;
and so he has in the'stridtest serise made of one blood all nations that
divell upén-the face of the,earth. Mankind was at the: first -intfos,
duced *orf the globe not as sgparate individuals, but, in families—
the husband and the wife one fiésh, and the children in the parents.
The family, and not individual man, is the unit out of which, by
combination civil’government grows. The State: consists of asso-
ciated families ; and just so doés the Church of Christ as a visible
kingdom in the world, THe nationality, the freedom, the state:
rights of the child are all determined by the standing of the parent:
In the very formation of his being, the child dérives from his_par:
ent, his physidal, intellectual, and moral constitutional characteris;
tics ;'and after, that, the parental examplé; and all the influence$ of
the family:“form the mould 'into which' the infant’s character is
cast, and from which, all his faculties take theirpeculiar turn of de-
velopment, It is not therefore something simply revealed ‘in thé
“Bible; and first exhibited in the constitution of thé christian Churcly,
‘but it'is a universal' principle dlike of human nature, and of divine
:providence, that the child receives his position and outward treat-
‘ment, aitd is determined in the first development of its inward
"moral character by the position and character of the pareht. :

This is’a more profound and far-reaching principle of human
society than we “¢an adequately estimate. “The results are every
‘ where standing about us in gigantic'forms, while we are so*famil-
iar with them, that they appear to us mere matters of course, which
we fail'to attribute to their true causes. What is the origin of this
wondefful, phenomenon, permanent distinctions of race in the hu-
man family, originally one blood? Whence come the'wide differ-
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ences betwden the European, the African, the Chinese, the Indian ?
Whence these marked and:permanent differences between the Celt,
the Saxon and the Sclavonian? What is national character, fixy
ing forever the style and the destiny of Engliskmen on- the: one
hand, and the style and destiny of Frenchmen so widely different,
on the'other? What are all :.these but efforts on a wide scale of
this universal principle.of all'God’s dealing with men, alike in;pro-
vidence and in grace—the character of the'child moulded by tiat
of the parent, the}child rtreated with favor or disfavour; according
to the standing of the parent before God. Remember that I affirnd
this, as a general principle; and therefore its operation is best il
lustrated upon a wide scale. Whentwe come to.particular instan-
ces, we will of course find this principle modified by many.other
principles of equal authority, and we will of consequence observe
innumerable individual exceptions. And yet, in spite of all modi-
fying influences, this principle is universally recognized and coun-
ted upon by all men in its operation in families as well as inraces.
Every, individual of us is a subject of its operation, a monument of
its power.

Since the above was first written and delivéred, I have met with
the following eloquentstatement of the same truth, in the. last'work
of the illustrious and lamented Hugh Miller. I quote it, to prove
that, the views which I present, are the result of universal scignce,
as much as of Pedo-Baptist interpretation of scripture. Speak-
ing of the unity of the human race, and of the formation‘of differ-
ent races, he says: 1
« ¢ For.whatever we may think of the scriptural doctrine on this
special head, itsiz a fact broad and palpable in the economy of na-
ture, that parents do occupy a federal position ; and that the lapsed
progenitors, when cut off from civilization, and all external inter-
ference of a'missionary character, become the faunders of a lapsed
race. The iniquities of the parents.are visited upon the children,
In all such instances it is man left to the freedom of his own wilk
that is the deteriorator of man. The doctrine of the Fall in its
purely: theologic aspect, is a doctrine which must be apprehended
by faith; but it is at Jeasi something to find that the analogies of
science, instead of running counter fo it, run in exactly the same
line. It is one of the inevitable consequences of that natiré of
man which the Creator ‘bound fast in fate,” while he left free
his will, that the free will-of the parent should become the destiny
of the ¢hild.”

And. this federal principle, the treating with parents as the re-
tsponsible fepresentatives of their. children, and the treating with
«children on the basis of the charactersand standing before God of
stheir parents, runs through the whdlg scriptures. «Adam stood his




6 INFANT BAPTISMZ

momentous probdtion s ithesrépresentative 6f -tHe avhole Auman
family ; and from that:dady to this, his descendants have ‘been éx?
periencing. what it s, to ofcupy: a position,of sin asds misery;, madé
for- them by, their first parent. The.sathe prineiple-is-announced
again.in.the covenant ,God. fotmed with 'Naah, declaring,f¢ T* wilk
establish my covenant betweenme-and thee; and thy séed-hfter, thee
in 2ll their generatiohs.” And from.the awful brow of Sinat, Jev
hovah distinctly promulgated this printiplé, as the universal rulé of
his dealings with men. “For I Jehovah !thy God am agjealous
God, visiting the iniquitiesiof the Fathers upon the children dnta
the third and fourth gereration of them that hate me ; and shotws
ing mercy untb, thousands of them that loveme and keep ty comd
mandments.”’ - 1 )

If God formed men in families; as the naturaliand £ssential-cons
dition of man at his.creation’; .if civil comimunities.cohdist of as
sociated families; if, in their wanderings from God, parents by a
universal law carry théir children withthefn further: front the circle
of his .favour and ‘the hope ,ofsretiirn ; Isiit nob feasonablé to ex-
pect that when, in introducing a remedial scheme of salvation;
God instituted 2 visible Kingdom, or chureh ir the world, he would
found that kihgdom on the same general principles? -1s'it not pros
bable that this church shall consist of families# Ifit is a whivérsal
lawgof nature, that parents drittheir wanderings.carry théir children
further from God’s favour with themselves=—is it not antidedently
probable-that, it shall also bea law:of grace, that parents, as they
approach nearer to God through faith™ shall bring their cXildren
‘with them nearer'to the promisés and ‘influences of salvation'? ‘To
the eye of the unprejudiced philosépher scaningithe ‘analogies of
universal providence—to the gentiine instincts:df the heart of cvery
unsophisticated pdrent, it. would.be.beyond,all peradventire pros
bable, even- before the the testimony of God’s.word s examined:
And now- turning to exhibit the clear-testimony of that woril, on
this subject, our:hearts kiridle! within us. iny admiration and “lovd,
while we read the evidende that in all the precious-benefits andiprivi
leges of his house, our Father has rthade provisiorn for our children
also. o, . v,

The visible Church of thich Infants are membets— What is 4t 2

The ‘Church of Christ, in the widest sense’ of that térm, is tlis
reatire body of his fedeemed and: sanctified .people of all ,ages and:
‘nations, the Bride,'the Lamb’s wife,'the fullness.of Him, that filléth
all in all.  This is the Church, as it is embraced iri*the decree,of
clection, arfd as it will exist at Iast.ih New Jerusaletn abgve. Every
human being,.whether infant or adult, who by the:powerof ihe
Holy Ghost, has been made a participaht in the justificatiof and
sanctification - of- the Gospely.is truly a member of that,Church,
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whether he ever rdéeived the drdinances bf 'the visible chureh or
not, because these outward ordinances, however profitable,; are ¢b-
wiously not essential to salvation. )

But in order to give visibility to this spiritual church; and to
enable it to fulfill its great function as'ministerially a self-propaga-
ting, self-extendir&% body, the.great Head has.ordained, that, his.
people sshidll, on the basis of a special organic law to that effect,
organize 'themselves 1nto societies, with officérs, laws and ordi-
nances,: These constitute deparately visible churches, and in the
aggregate of all together the visiblé church univeryal. This: church:
is called: visible,.not merely because it consists of men and women,?
whosé inward faith prodirces visible' works, but also because it is
visible as’sa\‘soéieyy, organized on the bisis of Christ’s law, and to
acedmplish the ends of his:Kingdom.. »* .

_'THé definition giventin the 25th ch, of the Westminster Cons of
Faithyreadsy ¢ THe: visible <huyeh, which is ‘also: Catholic,) or uni-
versdl suridersthe gospély«(not confined to one'mation as before un-,
der the lai,) congists of all those throughout the world that profess

the trﬁelreljgioh, togethed with their‘childrén; and is the kingdom!
of the kord Jesus: Christ,. the hotse sandi familyof God, out ‘o’
which there is nd ordinary possiblilityof salvation,” dn’ practice
tnder the humatt .administration off this; churekh, great laxity hay
often'prevailed ss.to the interpretatlon of what is implied in a credi-
ble professiom. * Yet.the-essential conditions of a- trae, chureh are,
* that anprofession. should.be made of the fundameni;a} doctrinesof
the true religion; and that the society: should.be organized ify sub-
Jection'tgChrist as the.great Head of the Church-Universal, and to
subserve the ends.of ‘hist kihgdom.s» And be -it remembered, as @
mattes of fact, that alf such’.churched, with the modern and rela-
tively inconsidérable; exception. ‘ofsthe.deniers of \Infint Baptismy
from the beginning, have recognized the infahts of such ptofessors
of the ‘truth, +as legitimate memPerss'\* Readion forthe proof,
#u This visible churcl rests:ultimatelyy bf course; upen the Cové-
nant of Grace.fpimed etebnally betweensthes Fathen and the Son.»
Itistan ‘4dministrative provision formed, for the purpose of ¢arrying
burang realizing iistrumentally +tht ‘blessing$ of ‘that covenant,
For «this..purpose: tHeliwisible. ichurch has alwaysiexisted from: thd
Fall' But more.specificilly, v its mhtured poblic form,thesvisible
churel fests: upon, the Coyenamty which ‘Glodmade with Abraham}
That Govenant which God frade’ withsAbralam also-evidently sus-
tagn_sféh relatioh. to the fandhmental Covenant of* Grace, of .an ad«
mintstiive iprovision intended:to carry out ipractically‘in‘one de-
partment its most gracious desi ns, This administrativé tdvenans
px*‘ovﬂés"lli;erméarrs whereby ¢he glotious proyisions ‘of he Gove-
nant 6fhBrice are to. be instrumentally gealized—and it pledges
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.
the blessings of the Cavenant:of Grace to all the membets of the
visible church, not absolutely, but on the condition of faith. They,
are not all Israel who are of Israel; only they who, truly believe,
reap all the benefits, ‘Yet in this Church the blessings of the Cov-
enant are brought near and administered, in good faith offered, and
are forfeited only by willful rejection.

Both sacraments of Baptism-and the Lord’s Supper ¢ are holy
signs and seals of the Covenant of (irace, immediately.instituted,
by God, to represent Chtist and his benefits, and- to cdnfirm oury
interests in hinf.” The grace therefore represented by these sa-
¢raments, is the common inheritance of all the members of the uni-.
versal spiritual church invisible, whether they have belonged to ther
visible church or, not—but. the, sacraments themselves, as visibles
signs or symbols, evidently belong alone to the visible church, asan;
organized body, designed to carry out the provisions of the Cove-
nant of, Gracé.- They are visible-sigrs, sealing the promise of the:
provisions' of Grace, on the condition’ of our faith. Symboli-
zing the benefits of Christ’s redgmption, they signify God’s’ wil-
lingness to apply them to,us, if we only believe., , They seal also:
our personal consecration to the' Lord’siservice, and:consequent
obligation to believe and obey,; and are consequently visible'badges
or signs of our citizenship 'in the visible church, the community of
God’s covenanted people. To this church are peculiar promises 3
in it are peculiar advantages, resting upon it are Peculiar obliga-*
tions. All of these are represented and sealed by the sacraments.,
And therefore these sacraments are at once ¢ holy signs and seals
of the Covenant of Grace,” and at the same time marks and badges*
of membership, in the visible, church, ¢ to put a visible difference,
between those that belong to the church,-and the rest of the world,
and solemnly to-engage them to the service of God.in .Christ,. ac-
cording to his word.”

The design ofthis visible Church, is to carry out and realize in-
strumentally, the design ofthe Covenant of Grace. To it from of
old,were committed the oracles of God. To it pertained, under
one dispénsation, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law,
and thessérvide of God, and .the promises and the fathers, and' of
it as,concerning the flesh Christ came. And to it pertaineth ever-
more, Apostles, Prophets and Evangelists, pastors and teachers,
the preached gospel, the out-pouring of -the Holy Ghost, domestic
training, the family altar, the Sabbath school; the baptismal forit,
the communion table, mutual counsel, prayer and public discip-
line—and;all for the perfecting-of the saints, for the edifying of the
body of Christ. !

The proper growth of this:Churcle, was to be in two directions—
the one inward, in the perfecting of its actual members’in the di-
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vine life=~the other outward, in the gradual conversion of the
world ; the gathering those into the fold, who by birth are ¢ stran-
gers to the Commonwealth of Israel.” The first, or inward work,
is represented in one parable by the leaven which was.to work
throughout, until the whole mass was leavened. The, other, or
outward growth of the Church is represenied in another parable
by the faustard seed, which being the'smallest of seeds, grew until
the fowls of heaven came and found shelter in its wide-spread
branches. In its outward growth, the Church is to disciple indi-
viduals and nations; then to baptize them, thus bringing them
.within the fold ; then to teach them, all doctrines, ordinances and
duties, which the great Head has commanded.. [See Matt. 28;
19 and 20.] Inits inward growth, the Church is by teaching,
ordinances, prayer, private counsel, example and discipline, to
foster the religious life of her members, under the promises and
peculiar blessings of their covenanted relation to God. This.view
is implied in all the teachings of the Bible with reference to the
visible Church. This Church is accordingly represented as a
flock, the sheep with the lambs, with under-shepherd’s delegated
o feed and guide them. And again, as a garden upon a- fruitful
hill, walled and hedged about, and planted with the choicest vines,
and tilled by many under gardeners, ,Again, as seed sown in a
field, where tares grow together, with wheat, until the harvest; the
fig-tree for many years barren, is still digged about and dunged, if
by any means it may be made to bear fruit at last. The young
scions as they successively shoot from the parent stock, are sedu-
lously nurtured and trained, that they may bloom early and bear
fruit richly. The branches that bear fruit are pruned, that they
may, bear more fruit, while those that, will .no{ bear at all,"must as
the last resource, be cut off. -Thus we see that while the visible
church is.a witnessing body, holding up the testimony of Jesus
crucified before the world; and a militant body carrying the war
into the enemies country, and rescuing his subjects from cruel
,bondage ; it is also a nursery'into which children, are born, and a
school in which they are reared for Christ, under.all the advan-
+tages of their birth.right within the Covenant,

This visible Church or kingdom of God in the world, whose
purpose 1s to work out insti‘u"mentally the ends of the Covenant of
Grace, has always existed:in Some form from the fall,.as an essen-
tial. part of the Mediatorial administration;of Ghrist. And asthe
seripture history shows us that there has.been a gradual develop-
ment, through several successive stages, of the plan of salvation;
from the promise to Eve in the Garden, immediately pfter the Fall,
uprto the actual coming of Christ in the flesh and out-pouring of
the Holy Ghost,; so the same history discovers to us-an exactly

2 *
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Cotrespohdiiig dpveloprieht, ih the orgatiZatich of ' thé visible
Church, b a divinely ordained instrumentality, for the application
of" the gospel, as thus gradually revealéd. In all esgential matters)
tltis ¥isible'Church from thé begihning, has ‘never c}axa‘nged; just a$
the plan of salvation, though gradually more and mdre cléarly rel
yedled; 1s alwayé'the same. S6 the Church visible' hs alyay}y
1f)eél’l baséd upon the same covenant; has always existed fqr’ the
'same purpose, and, bas consisted under all* dispensations ali}{e’
of the same class of members, viz : “professors of the true re}iglqg
and'their children. (I will prove this under'the nexthead:) Thé
amily and federal principle has characterized the chyrch gliké
during all ages; the differences simply are, that in tHe first, ot Pa*
4riarchal dispensation the organization of the visible church wds
dtvolved within that of thé family. In the second or Jewish dis
‘pensation, that organization was confirted within the limits of the
"Théocratic state; while in- the third or present dispensation, that
‘orgganization i so perfected and, liberateq from limitthg conditions,
“that it is left freg to expand thfoughogt‘ the tyhole world, and to
‘é,d‘apt itself to all providential circumstarcek. ) )
During 'the Patriarchal’ age, every family thé heads éf which
wproféssed the true religion, was a visible church. In this imrhature
fokm,'the church was instituted in the family of Adam, immedidtely
‘after the fall, It was then, and long afterward, a family institd-
‘tion, and the promise was given of, the eoming seed of the womar,
who would bruise the serpents-head., Through the suceeeding
ages the<hope of salvation through a Saviour to come, was con-
stantly held out, and many faithful souls fouhd peace in believirig.
Gradually the amount of fruth revealed incredséd, through the fré-
quent 'intercourse of ‘God’ with hjs people. Yet, during all those
ages the Patriarchal system prevailed. ¢ Eyery pious family wds
a little chyrch, of which the father-was the officiatifig priest, By
him the mornidg and eyening sacrifices were ‘offered ; and he led
the'family devotions, Thus’ we find that Abraham, Wherever He
spent a night, built an ‘altar and called upon the name of the Lord.
And as every pious family-Wwas a little church, so were'the children
memberg of the, church, trainéd by the father for God’s service?”
"As the organization’ was yet crude, go Was it without the distin-
buishing badge of sacratents. .

]

. ¢
" The ‘church; received its first public form as an‘aggregate bf
" Mdny families, united'together in one divine institufe in the cove-
-nant which God made with Abraham: Yet this did not‘crelite the
yisible church ; .it only'prepared_ the syay for its higher otganiza-
tion, from a single family, tq an‘aggrégaté of families,’ Sacredly
pll the while preserving the essential family and fedetdl principle
of that organization, by including the childrén «vith thé,'b‘él‘ieiliﬁg

N
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arent. . And ag;the church had now reaghed: a more fully, de-
I}ielngg outward apd publi¢ form‘, !t.ljle sﬁgrarégnfg;,seag of \fhe‘so'.vg-\
nan cjjeymeision, yas most, properly, ddded 3s a distipguishing
badge of membership, o W 4y o
Agaip; gt the -coming of Christ, the :.churcfx,Was not fqdlc;ﬂy
changed, cevep in its outward o;‘ganlzathn,-a‘va‘-sha_l)l’ gburidg] tly
prave., (’i;‘.he, yery officers and fgnﬁs_:gf t!‘lq ,Synagngp 'qré’,a‘lg
preserved. * The only change consists in doing away with the typis
cal seryiges of: the Temple,now that the antitype had come, and, i
fiberatipg the qrganization .of the church from the limits of “t‘l,}e
ewish state, so that, it might fulfifl the new gommission of t'h
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faster, ¢ (g and disciple all nations.” ;

Since that day, as we know, the visible church has-éxisted Zanci“

dloes gxist, in a great variety of outward formsg. Doubtless the grea
Head did, ei,tller in the words.or by the e_xa{mple of his }ns}ll)‘%re
Apostles, furnished the principles on which that ¢hurch s oulci
always be organized. J)g\lf)tless no church has ever perfectly re-
alized. the just application of thosg pringiples, and very many hgv%
widely departed from them. All such differences between differen

parts of the church. visible; as, grow-out of departures from the Lavs'r )

of Christ, must be injurious, And yef, none of these differenges
interfere the least with the real unity of «the visible church, as Jong
ag the several parts of it, however different-in form, subserve the
same pyrpose, are based on the same (;oven:apt,:?cknowledge the
same: Head, and seek the universal establishment of the sami
kingdony of Heaven: I propose now to prove from the clear testi:
mony’of J ghovah’s .Word,-the:foll'om;}g propositions, in thﬁelr order :
. I The coyenant made by ‘God with Abraham, _thlch embrhce
the child with the parent, is the charter of the visible church, an
it holds in-full force to this day, under the present dispensation.
¢ II. Circumgision, the visible sign and seal of that,covenant, is
pregisely represented now by Baptism, which occupies the same
place, symholizes the same grace and seals the same promises.
¢ IIL. That, the present visiblg' church, of which] confessors of
{Ghrist are now members,; is ;precisely identical with- that visible
ehurch, of Christ, of which. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, ‘and all the
ﬁlfsraqlites, in,deed,” with their infant seed were me,p}be.rs.‘

V. *That Christ,did not altey the fandamerital law of his ‘churc
agincluding. the infant with the parent, in any gf his recorded say-
iti@sé, but that he said much that under the circumstances plainly
implied that he rejoiced to preserve it in fu’ll force.

¢ V., That the inspired Apostles in their discourses, letters and
rgcorded; actiops, always, assumed the; permanence of this grand
fedgral, principle of* the church, as jnfant incluging, that they never
Xepealed it,. that they always acted on i ,

e



L
12° INFANT BAPTISMS

VI. And finally, that from the beginning, the immeasirable
majority of "God’s people, of all ages and nations, have held to
the trutlf of this federal ¢onstitution of the church, and havé pracs
ticed .infant baptism. And ‘ !
. L. The covenant made by God with Abraham, which em-
braced the child with the parent, is the ‘charterof* the visible
church, and holds in full force to this day;, under the present dis-
pensation. .

Gen. 17: 4-8. “As for me, behold my covenant is' with thee,
and.thou shalt be a father for many nations; neither shall thy name
any more be called Abram; but thy name shall be Abraham;

. for a father of many nations have I made thee. And I will make
thee exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of thee; and

kings shall come out of thee. And I will establish my coverfant-

between me arid thee,, and thy.seed‘after thee, in their generations,
for an everlasting covenant,j“to be a God to thee and to- thy seed
after thee. And'I will'give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee,
the land of Canaan, for ar everlasting possession; and I will be
their God. * .
, GEN..22: I18. ¢ And in‘thy seed shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed.”
¢ Now’it'is evident, that in regard to certain temporal circum-
stances, this Abrahamic covenant had speéial reference to the Jew:
ish nation, and the land of Canaan. The visible church was thent
brought into intimate connection with outward circumstances, not
essential to its own constitution. The visible church was then
temporarily bound up with a civil polity, and confined to a limited
consecrated territory. Spiritual things were them symbolically
shadowed forth by visible and temporal places, persons and things!
Every thing that was spiritual was mixed in that which was out-
fward, and evéry outward thing shadowed forth that which was
spiritual and permanent. But does it hence follow that the spiritual
and the permanent was not really present, because this Abrahamic
covenant had special reference to the Jewish-ndtion and the land
‘of Canaan? Does it follow that it is not the permanent charter of
‘the visible’ church of Christ under all dispensations alike? The
man who decides so, charges the Holy Ghost,with a mistake. Thi}
is not a matter of opinion—God has clearly-expéunded this-con-
stitutional charter of his church by his own inspired’ commentaryt
We wish ,no controversy with those who deny it—let them settle
it with God. . i
That Abraham did not receive it in the narrow 'sense of a -tem-
poral promise of the land.of Canaan, is settled dnce:for all by
Paul in the 1Ith chapter of Hebrews. ¢ Abraham having seen
the promises afar off, was' persuaded of them, and -confessed that
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he was d stranger and pilgrim onsthe earth, and desired a bettex
country that is a heavenly; for he looked for a city which hath
foundations, whose builder and maker is. God?-(See the whgle
passage in cohnection.) 1In the 4th ch. Rom’s and the 3d ch. of
Gal. Paul argues at great length, to prove thatithis covenant made
with Abraham is the charter of the church, and perpetual. When
God made it, he declared it to be -an EvErLAsTiNG CoOVENANT,
Paul says that the tabernacle and the ceremonial service four hun-
dred and'thirty years after the Abrahamic church, were temporary,
designed to preserve the shadow until the substance of the ¢ good
things’ had come. ¢ But the law,” he argues, ‘¢ which was four
hundred and thirty years after, could not disannul that it should
make the promise of none effect.”” The tabernacle and the temple,
the altar, the priest and the sacrifice, have all passed away, but the
covenant of G6d with Abraham, which guarantees infant church
membership, still stands evérlasting., In the 17th v. Paul says
that this ¢ covenant was confiried befofe of God in Christ.” In
the 8th verse he says that it- was the very essence of the gospel;
¢ The scriptures preached before the gospel unto Abraham, say-

ing, in thee shall all nations be blessed.” This covenant was made.

with Abraham as the father of many natigns; as the heir of the
World. Paul says:in Rom. 43 13, that this promise ‘Swas not to

“tAbraham, or to his seed, through the law, but_through the right-

eousness of faith,”” Verse 16—that this ¢ promise is sure to all

-the seed ; not -to that only which-is of the law, but to that also
. which is of the faith of Abraham.” That this promise, consequént-

#y, of being the heir of the warld, is fulfilled in his bging ¢ the

father of us all” who believe. ¢ And if ye be Christ’s, then are
& Abraham’s seed, and. heirs according to the promise.” This,
:assuredly, settles the question. To be Christ’s is to-be embraced
‘n this covenant of Abraham. The covenant is sure tg us—by
faith, we have inherited it. OQur children have as much right in
“$he church as Abraham’s Ishmael or Isaac ever had.

. - - - ’
7' And.Peter, in.the first great sermon of the new dispensation, on

fﬁmyday of Pentacost, while preaching to the people that they must

¥epent: and be baptized, gives them this remarkable reason why
#liey. must be baptized: ¢ Forthe promise,” which (the connéction
#hundantly proves,) is the Abrahamic promise’or covenant, *is to
Jou-and your children, and to all that are afar off; even to as many
i the Lord your God shall call.”
t 11, Circumcision, the visible sign and seal‘of the Abrahamic
€venant, is precisely represerted now hy baptism, which occupies
#ie Isame place, symbolizes. the same grace, and seals the same
Promisés, ° & )
Cirgumeision. may be viewed, and is viewgd, in the Bible, in two

= . -
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Jistinot dspects. ' 1st. As an opus operatym, a mere rite. Qf if
?ﬁsfﬁ?:tégzszf Paul says, ¢ neitlll)er eircumeision avaﬂegl ‘a,n)ffrthmg,r
nor uhtircumcision, but a new creatur.e.” The sa[ltll{i is :_(:hcf
baptism—baptism in itself, 'as a mere rite vaileth po ug, nej re;{
is the ‘want of it inconsistent with salvation, Jif the g;‘a,cfi r.t}ptﬁa
sented by it is. possessed. 2d. It is represented as c'inSe%t ?e rei
covenant which God made with Abraham and his se’% . o#ega;;it
sented all the blessings secured by that covenant. o (’:‘utvs%ard
embraced the church, and theI‘;hEr(c:ih leen. ei)ln;slﬁ t:;l poi ﬁ aspéci;
form of a separate nation. ad 1ts civ A as]
2(;1:111 bleSSingéf and at the sgn%e] time, as I%E‘eres Pgrx?“:aril(i 1St: :lp;?t}:}?é
and permanent aspect and blessings. . ; 2ol i
} i ision; therefore, had its double aspect lixewise,
gg :;:Itlz f}izcjylgjvﬁlthe I;adgeb of his nationality and the segl of ig )
hovah’s prothise of civil and.tegnporal blessings t0 his I‘aice. ; lzt
does it hence follow, that-it did -not fillsthe place pregisely, astha:;:
séal of the spiritual covenant, which baptism now ,,occupres,t }?;t it
it did nqt signify precisely the same grace’ The man s
jadges, tharges the Holy Ghost with.misfake. ot ol
? That from the:Beginning, circumcision wasinten ‘e‘) 0 symboli
ize spiritu'atl truths; is declafed in Deut. 10: 16 %rcuxﬁ&ss}
therefore, the foreskin of your heart and be no more stifi-necked.’
And, in Deut. 30: 6: < And the Lorg thy (;:rod wilb mrcumélsg
thine heart,'and the heart of thy seed, to love‘the Lord thy ”o‘
“with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, that thou nayest th?ad
The New Testament says no_t'hmg about baEtlgm, whl?ah it 1oez
ot in turn say abouf circumeision.- The .occupy’thq sfatr?le plact
through two successive periods of .time, as symbols’o esat?e
truths, and sedls of the same covenaht. * Circumcision 'wgs h?
tite by which new members were ;ml.tl‘lated letp.the c ur:h :
Baptistd s the rite by which new’ members are'initiated intd

‘churclk. Circumcision was the'seal of the righteousness of fdith:

ism 4s the seal of the righteousness of faith, Circumcision
gggttlhs’énsign of the covenant Igr}ade with Abraham:: For G:)d shid,
% He that is born. in thy house, andhe that is bought ysqlgn hy)mds
néy, must needs be circumeised ; ’apd-my covenant shall'be. in fyg}nllr
lesh for an everlasting covenanty’? Baptism ‘s the sign o sw-t7e
‘covenant' madd with Abraham, For l?aul sa}Ld, .Gala“aans. 3:.27,
‘29 : ¢ Pbr 4y mhany of you as h%ge'been'baptmed into thI‘l,Strl,la:fig
put on Christ, And if ye be Christ’s} then'are ye.Ab.rd am s; Se‘fh ,
and ‘heirs according to the.promise;¥ Baptism represenis the

washing away, -of sin, Circutcision represented 4he cleansing

.

“sai ill ci i t.and ¢he
from sin. For God'said: I will circumcise thy heart-an
heart.of thy seed to love the Lord, with all thy soul, &c.” Bapy
%ism represents an inward 'spiritual graces  Ciyeumcision represen-
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téd an inwird spiritual grace. ¢« For Ke is not Jéw tht is ohe
-outwardly, neither is that circumcision which was outward in
the flesh; but He is a Jew that is one inwardly; and’ circur-
cision is of‘the heart, in the spirit and’ not in the letter whose
praise is not of men but of God”-—Rom. 2: 28, 29, By baptism
swe dre united to Christ, and partake of his.new life, and its fruits
‘unto holiness. By circumcision believers were united ‘to Christ
‘artd partook of his new life and its fruits unto holiness. For Paul
sdys i Col. 2: 10 and 11 = ¢ In whom,” Christ, head of all prin-
cipality and power, ¢ ye are circumcised with the circumcision
‘made Without hands, in putting’ off the body of the sins of the flesh
iby the circumecision of Chtist.”
* +In the dase of ‘circumcision, precisely as in that of baptism, adults
‘were required to exercise faith before they received that éutward
frite, which was' the seal of-faith, Abraham "believed beforé Ke
Wwas ‘circumcised ;. and his circumcision *was the seal of his faith,
“which he had, while-he was yet uncircumcised. Adult prosylites
#rom the Gentiles were required ‘to.believe before they were cir-
Jcunicised. And yet it is beyond controversy ‘that God' comman-
ided that infants should receive the seal before they could éxercise
fithe 'faith, '
Y. When the symbolical service of the temple was done gway, and
kwhen circumcision as the seal of the:permanent‘covehant was su-
sperceded by baptidm, it deased to be a diwine ordinance, and be-
Pedme a mere ceremony, indifferent or injurious, according to the
Hnterpretation.put upon it by those still cbntinuing to'use it. The
prejudices and the.national ‘and religidus associations of béth the
{Spiritual and the fanatical Jew, alike, naturally clung to its obsery-
Y@nce. In the case of the spiritually enlightenet Jelvish christidn,
aptism was received as the nbw! divinely appointed seal of the
iritual covenant, 'while circumcision sank ‘into'a mere national
#dge. Therefore, on dne -occasion Pauly the *free,} clear-headed
postle of the Gentilés;:consentéd “to circumeise- Tifothy, Acts
: 3, in that spifit-of accommodation to the innocent prejudidés
his ‘wéak brethren, which ‘dliways chatacterized him: , /But the
tical ‘Jews, who remained at:heart “Phatisees, while they bore
¢ name of chrisfidns, were going about through all the churches
iflg, * except ye be circumcised:iand keepithedaw 6f<Moses,
cannot 'be saved”++Acts. 15 ¥s. 1, 5, 24." Iit this' pérverted
v, circumcision {was .apostacy from Christ. ! Circumtision as
ordaided it,and during.the time for which he-ordaired it,
precisely what baptism is. néw. _But circumdisiod, or baptism,,
“&fany: othef wite,-at a'time when not comthdmded By God, and as-
“B0¢ieitetl With thé cefemonial system 'of Mdses s the'essentialcon-
“eition bf “Balvation, ‘would beconte n antichtist, by-occtipying tHe
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place which belongs to Christ alone, Therefote, Paul declared to
those Galatians who took this false and wicked view of circumci-
sion and the law of Moses—that if with such views they were cir-
cumscribed, Christ would profit them nothing, for whosoever ac-f
cepted circumcision -and the law of Moses as the foundation o,
salvation, was a debtor to do the whole law. And therefore when
ressed *to circumcise Titus, a young Grecian convert, by men
who held these distinctive views, Paul refused peremptorily. H?
gave place to these \false brethren, no.not for one hour—@Gal. 2:
¥
b IBII The present visible church, of which confessors pf Christ
are now members, is precisely identical with that visible churcthf
Christ of which Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the ¢ Israelifes
-indeed’’ with their infant seed were members. .
1st. It is difficult to understand why so Pl;}m a proposition
should need any proof—Christ is the Lamb slain’from the founda-
tion of the earth, His is the only name giverunder Heaven,
whereby any-man can be saved. But men were saved after Adam
fell and: before Christ came, and therefore they must have been
saved by the merits.of Christ. Of course God has nevier had any
other way of saving sinners. That church, :chc;refore, ‘must have
rested upon Christ. Our' church now rests upén Christ. They
have, therefore, the same foundation—* for other g)undathn can
no.man lay than that is laid, which is Jesyg Christ.” ~  ~ «
2d. And in the second place the conditions of salvation in the
case of adult men and women is the same in both. We shall he
'gaved if we believe in a Christ who has come. They were saved
if they believed in a Christ who was to come. Paul in Romans,
Galatians and Hebrews, repeats and 11!ustrates this truth in every
possible *way. Justification by faith, is our first great principle.
> Abraham. also believed, and his faith was counted to him for right-
eousness. He is the preeminent example and father of them that
believe and afe saved through faith. And so it was of Abel and
Enoch and Noah and Moses and Gideon and Barach ahd Samp-
son and of Jephtha, and of David.and of Samuel, and of 'all the
old Testament prophets and saints. Their faith rested on 'Christ
and his atonerient—Christ affirmed that *¢ Abraham rejoiced to
see my day, and he saw itsin the promise by the eye of faith and
was glad.’’ Their ceremonial services in the Temple all repre-
sented Chrisf—held him up, as in a mirror, before their eyes—arid
as they saw that reflection of the coming One, they believed and
were saved. Their devotional poetry celebratéd Him—their
scriptures testified of Him. They too, as well as we, worshipped
Him as the Wonderful, the Counsellor, the Mighty God, the ever-
lasting Father, the Prince of Peace. They too, as well as we,
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said to one another in tearful gratitude and trusting love, ¢surel
He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. He was woundeg
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities, the chas;
tisement of our peace was laid.upon him, and with his stripes we
are healed.”  If the Abrahamic church was not our church, the
church of Christ, whose church was it? Its foundation is the
same with"gﬂat upon which our church rests, and the condition,
upon which salvation was offered, was precisely the same.

3d. And in the third place, the ancient covenant of promise,
which gave form to that church, as an aggregate of families, passes
over to the cliurch of the New Testament and still holds good in
our behalf—~as I have abundantly shown from scripture under a
preceeding Lxead. i

4th. And in the fourth place, it is distinctly, declared in many
places in the New Testament that the Gentiles have not.been built
up into a new church, but that they have been taken into that self-
same old Abrahamic church of the Jews. Paul tells the Ephesians
in the second chapter of his epistle, that.they being Gentiles were
omge uncircumcised ; at that time they were without Christ, aliens
from the Commonwealth of Israel, vfhnd strangers to the covenants

of promise; but that now they Who were afar off were brought

sagh. by the blood of Jesus. He reminds them that, the cumbrous .

g¢remonial services, which had stood between Jews, and’ Gentiles
a§ &, middle wall of partition, had been broken down ; and that bar-
gigr ,having been remgved, they‘are no longer strangers and for-
gizners, but fellow-citizens of the saints and of the household of
30d.  The Jews had been within—the Gentiles had been excluded
by the- middle wall of, partition, That being broken down, the
Hentiles were brought ip, and made of the same household of faith
~the ancient line of Jewish saints., i
hd again, in the 11th chapter of his epistle to the Roman Gen-
Paul describes exactly the change which God eflected in the
th, when he brought in the new dispensation, or new mode of
binistration, at the' advent of Christ. He calls the ancient
h of Christ, the good olive tree, of which the Jews were the
al branchel, Now it is most evident that this mugt refer to
ible’church of the Jews, of which all possessors Were mem-
jand not to the invisible, spiritual church of which only the
Tegenerate wert members. Because the majority of the Jews
wegd ot members of the invisible church, ‘ahd therefore could not

be culfaff—and the few who were true members of th'é‘x spiritual
chufchfgertainly could not be cut off for unbelief—on the contrary
they wéfe the true believers—and the history proves that ﬁu;y were

the Ve%branche,s of the vigible church which Were;f}}bf cut off.
This “good olive tree,” therefore, was certainly the visible church
3 L4 * ot #
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of Chiflst tindér the Jewish dispensation. ‘Of if eireuiitision ¥
the badge, artd all proféssing Jéws and their infahts Were membetst
But tire vast majotity of these Jewish nyembers rejected Christ, and
“vere, Paill says in this chapter, cut off, becausé of ynbelief, fronm®
‘their own good olive tiée, and the Gentiles were grafted in. Vet
thé olive tree rérmains the same. Paul says plainly, ‘It is not
the brarichés Wwhich bear the root, but the root the branthes.” Hé
says that the ;géntile branehes partake of the root and fatnesy of the
vld oliv¢ tree. They have not a new stock made for theim, butare
orafted into the old. And in God’s ‘time the old Jéwish'natural
ranches, if they abide not in unbelief, shall ** be grafted back inté
$heir- old olive tree,” side by side with the new ‘gentile graftsl
Now, if the visible church did not abide the very same from Abrak
Yan'to" s, How"could the Gentiles Be grafted mto the chuvch of
4he Jews'? ‘of hoW ‘can ‘the Jews i their future conversion to; and
;%&‘dféf’sioh ’df Chiist; be said to ¢ be~grafted Back into theti- ‘owk
ee? 1. ' . '
¢ But this <church 'of fhie Jews was ‘orgarﬁé‘ed from the beginting
‘essentially ‘upon: the federal principle, includihg dlWays the ¢hild
with the parent. - Paul declafes that this'church wasitevef charfged,
J6nly 'the-Jewish’ brariches were cut off for'a tinde, bdcau'se of uhbe-

- e, thtt the Gentile bfanches-grafted in through faith. Now, wk

task, where* is /the ‘warrant for these Gentileigrafts from tlte i
“olive tree, now in the 19th céntury from Christ, ‘dttempting td
thange the constitition of that ancient Jewish stock, into Which
‘their fathers were introduced through the instrumentality ‘of Jewish

Mpidsionaries?

“" Jn theSe two passagés, in two' different épistles fo Gentilé'ton-
iydrts, e have Paul’s statément and illustration of, the doctring,
that the Gentile christians were not Buijt'up into’a new''churcl
“but Wefe gathered into'the old Jewish charch. A Ndw lét i turn
‘to the’history of the actual gatheting in of the first cotifessors, ¢f
*Christ crueifiedl,"ds it is recorded by Tuke, and see if 'the histor¥
“of faets exactly 'corresponds to the doetrinal statements of Paul.
“Stirely it wotlld Be a infracle without parallel, if -a false interpreta-
‘tion‘cbuld perfedtly ‘Harmopide a history of actions written by onk
“thah, 4hd’doétrinal statenients“and illustrdtidns ‘written’by another.
‘That shrely rhust e the truth, to which evety word 6f the entite
‘Setiptures is attuned in harmony. ‘ X
‘5th., In the fifth ‘place, Litke’s histbrical" adcount'of the’ dctudl
trankition: df the ehurch 'from the’ Old Dispensatithto-the New
‘shows clearly that the Imébetship dnd organization of the ol
church was preserved, and'that the converts of ‘thé day bf*Penta-
tdst, and subseqhent refivals were ‘not ‘built up intd'a-fiew chuich,
‘but were daily addéd to the eld. S !

>
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“The aatyral pgint ‘of time-at -which 'the,old dispensation of 1
] , Ichtheold d Lo of pF
ses ‘and,,of types, ceased, and the ngw xﬁiSPﬁnsaélizz of gnlglggx;:
commepced, was the moment whep Ghrist gxpired ypor the erogs,
apd: his sacrifice 'was gompleted,  Then,the yeil of the temple,wag
sent in twain fromuthe top.to the hattom, signifying that its'sym-,
holical services were abrogated now that, the true sacrifice fb;. sing
had bggp‘m;wc:ewand forever accomphished. Up tp\this-mémp;lt,.au
the Jewigh shembers -of this church, whose membership had been
sealed by the Tite of gircumcision, were allowed to etain tb‘ei';';
qutward standing in the church, ip order to give them spacg
for repentance, and 3n oppartunjty to gcknowledge Chyist. Evei‘y
member of the Jewish church who acknowledged Christ before
his ¢rycifixion, wag allowed to refpain .permanently within the fold.
}But every,soyl who rejected, Christ up to that time, was cut off, bes
¢ayse, of unbehef. Now in Acts 1: 15, Luyke affirmg tliat thg'
;mmbegnt' the names of .those brethren pregept in Jefdéa']em, v;ho
%ﬁd acknowledged Christ before his crucifixiqn, was qBoqt bné
hundred and twenty.* These pne hundred and fwenty, inclu(iing
@ll_ the Apo.stl_es except Paul, never then, or at 4ny other timexr‘e-{
geived christian baptism. Their .mempership in the‘,cl;u'rch had
Qmen sealed by,the, rite of circumcision at their birth ; they were
gfvgr cut off from the .church ; they always continued in it; and
'enefor.e they never had to.be grafted baek .into it by submittihg
g the rite of baptisp. As soon gs Christ died, Luke ,sho,ws‘ that
they began tg act aga church, for they wereghe rempant of tﬁé
gngient- membership preserved by grace to ¢arry-on the identity of
gg}‘anwauon and membership from the old {o the new'ad;ninistra-;
o, They met gmd exercised the highest.fupction of a visiBlg
@grch in the election of an Apostle in the place of Judas, Wh'er,x
{ ,day'pf Pentacost was fully come, these hyndred an:d twénty
yere .with one accorq, in one plagce. And those who gladly be-
ﬁyedz in consequengé of the qutpouring of the Holy Ghost that
» were-said to be added to the.already existing churgh of the
#0. Al the rest of sthat great multitude assembled to hear the
¥gaching of Peter had rejected Christ, and therefore had been cug
%}from the church. Peter djstinctly charges this upon them in
Ingisermon : ¢ ‘The GGod: of our fathers hath glorified his son Jesus';
gﬂ%_)‘a e delivered up, and denjed in’ the presence,of Pilate; g
‘ ‘ég‘vl’ed the Holy One and the just, and killed.the Prince of I;ife.’;’
aﬂ‘ylexcept the one hundred and twenty haying been guilty of apos-

iy ::re"were indeed, many‘ others who believed in' Chrigt before his trucifixion,
besides these 120, resident.in other parts of ithe countr ,§ as ippears fro;: fvlg:‘;.

aMl says»1 Cor.y16 :.6. of the appeargnce ot Christ after his resurrection, to 500
i ec% %}:'é?::. cﬁx)ﬁ g];]ll.s $fdcgu85§ .éoes not alter the ‘ax;'gum.ent. "here is no
4 l'esurrection.y clieved in Christ before‘}‘us crucifixion were *bagtized' after
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20 - INFANT BAPTISM.

tacy, had been cut off thréugh unbelief. Their church’standing,
which had Been sealed by circumecision in infancy was forfeited,
and therefore when three thousdnd of them believed at the preach-
ing of Peter, they were grafted back again into the old olive treé
from which they had been cut off; by baptism they'were added to
the one hundred and twenty who had never been cut off—who were
in the cliurch by circumcision—who never came in by baptism—
who preserved and represented the body of the church in their
own pérsons—Luke’s word in Acts 2: 41, ‘ And the same day
were added into them about three thousand souls,”- And Acts, 3 :
47, ¢ And the Lord added to*the church daily of such as shall be
saved,”’ ‘

- Does'not Luke’s history of facts agree exactly with Paul’s doc-
trinal statement in his two epistles? Do not both prove beyond
question that the one covenanted'church has been preserved on the
same foutidation, with the same privileges unbroken from Abrahani
tous? Do they not prove that'as a matter of fact, circumcision
and "baptism occupy thé same-place in their relation to and signifi-
catidn for the church? That the one is precisely the-equivalent of
the other, so that those whose membership in the church visible
was sealed by circumcision, and who ‘were never afterwards judi-
cially cut off+never needed baptism ? While the Gentiles, who,
by birth were aliens, and Israelites who had been cut off for the sin
of rejecting and crucifying Christ, were alike by baptisin grafted
into the self-samé old stock—‘¢added” to the already exist-
ing church, preserved a remnant through grace. And if the
church ot Abraham was the church of Christ—if this church by
God’s command, embraces infants with their parents—if the con-
verts gathered by the Apostlés-both from among the apostate Jews
hhd alien' Gentiles wére added to that same old infant embracing
church of Abraham ; had we not better stay ourselves, and gather
our infants with us in the sdme’ church? The inspired Apostles
‘certainly'did not put their converts anywhere else. We are invited
to* lay aside our prejudices, and passing out of this church, now
‘nearly six thousand years old, to come to something certainly
newer, and.advertised to be better. “We shall lay aside our preju+
‘dices’ precisely at the time our Master in heaven informs us, that;
‘He has been persuadedto lay aside his predefermined principles of
‘organizatidn for his church.

An attentive perusal of the book of the Acts of the Apostles,
arranged with Paul’s epistles, in the order of dates, would" set forth
this great truth in the clearest light. So firmly persuaded werethe
original Apostles, that the church was not changed—that instead
.of attempting such a radical revolution as that Involed in putting
infants out of the church, they erred in the opposite extreme of a
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minute conservatism. For many year} all of them, without ‘excep-
tion, continued to observe all the regulations of the ceremonials
law of Moses. We have seen that these Jews who believed before
the crucifixion were not baptized, because they never went out of
the church, and therefore, never had need to come back. This was
right ; but the Apostles went further, for not one Gentile was ad«
ded to the church for the first-ten years after the day of Pentacost
who was not first required to beconte fully a Jew. About ten year;
after that. day, Peter was forced against his protest, by the Holy
Ghost, to admit Cornelius without first circumcising him ;" and the
gospel was about the same time spread by means of Grecian prosi~
lytes in the mixed Jewish and Gentile community of Antioch;
Paul,-wHo did not begin to preach until ten years after Pentacost
was-the first Apostle who understood that the Gentiles were to be
brought into the church without being made Jews. And:for this
truth he had to contend, as the whole record proves, both with
Jéwish Christians and Jewish Apostles, during all his life. It was
ot finally settled, even among the Apostles, until the famous Coun#
‘eil held twenty years after the great day of Pentacost. During all
thése years baptism and circumcision were used together on the same
subjects, as a dotible method of initiation into the same old church.
Those who were circumcised were baptized, and those who werd
‘baptized were circumcised. I adduce this to prove that the church
‘is the same—that the old Jewish church was never chahged. Cer2
#pinly nothing in action nor in language could prove more clearly
“than this history does, that in the'opinion of the Apostles the church
“#ontinues one and unbroken,
4+ Now, confessedly, when the new dispensation of this one con?
‘finuous church was’introduced, many services which had previously
“qeeupied a large space in the Jewish mind, were abrogated. The

sgfbestion then arises, was not this ordinance of Infant Baptism ab-

igated alsé? Now, God is the only one that ever had any au-
Idrity to abrogate this or any other one df his own* ordinances
bhey every one stand, as a matter of course, until he abrogates
‘fiem. We'might rest the matter here then; and wait until the op-
%nems of Infant Baptism point out the passage in which God
Ybes abrogate his own ordinance. The burden of proof plainly
tests upon them. But such is the wealth of truth upon our side,
diid the poverty on theirs, that I will go beyond‘all the requirements
éf:argument, and prove from the Bible that this ordince has'fof
biderr abrogated.

... Christ said, Matt. 5: 17, 18, “Think not that F anr come to
~destroyithe law or: the prophets; I am not come to destroy-hut to
fulfill." For verily I say unto you, till heaveniand earth pass one
Jot, orone title, shall in no wise pass from the law till all bé ful-
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filled,” Netw, 2 -ptomise ds fulfilled when thé thing promjsed
is given. A .prophecy is fulfilled when the thing prophesied hast
come to pass. A type is fulfilled when the antitype, or thing typi-
fied has come. The temple service, the whole sacrificial and cere-+
g:onial ritual, ll, in whole andin detail, typified Christ, were-ful:

lled in the person and work of Christ, and therefore have necess
sarily passed away. They were obviously, in their very nature,
and confessedly in God’s appointment, designed to be temporary«

Circumcision was the symbol of the benefits of Christ's redemp-
tion offered and sealed on the condition of faith, to the person cir«
cumcised. His particular &ircumcision was fulfilled when through
grace he game to heaven. But the command to gircumcise the
child born in the house was not symbolical, it was a literal andab4
solute .commandment. When and how has that commandment
been so, fulfilled, as to lose its binding authosity? If mot, the
heavens and earth shall. pass away before this law. shall pass. .

It is simply absurd to argue, that hedause the symbolical temple,
service has been: abolished by the Apostles, thetefore the fundar
mental covenant of the church must ‘have,been abolished also,

he temple serviceswere not estential to the Abrahamic ¢hurch.
"The covenant of circumcision was, Paul says that the covenant
of circumeision is not abrogatéd ; that it helds good te s ; that it
is sure to all the seed ; that we who believe are the seed, children
of Abraham, and heirs of the covenant. And he answers the very
point to which we are now speaking. showing that the temporary
ceremonial ritual, brought, in by Moses four hundred and thirts
years after the covenant of circumcision could ‘not disannul that
permanent covenant;-that it'should make it ¢f none effect. Gal.
3: 217, Paul affirms -precisely our principle. The covenant of cir~
<Lumcision never has been'made of ‘none effect. It still holds in
full effect. i . .

y Christ’s coming put asclear histori¢al Christ in place of a vague
prophetic Christ. It broke,down the middle wall, and opened the
door for all Gentiles, who might each in every place now approach
the Father through the.Son, without the necessity of coming up ta
Jerusalem to worship. It widened the church by bringing in the
Gentiles, but it did not narrow the <hurch by putting ont the
«children,

[V. Churist did not alter the fundamental law of his church, as
inc]_uding the ipfant with thé parent, in any-of his recorded sayings ;
but 'he said much that under the circumstances plainly implied that
he rejoiced to preserve it in full force, \ d
. Remember that believers hatl enjoyed the precious privilege &f
fbringing their, infants immediately within the circle of ;the covgnan:
#ed blessings -of the yisjble church, without interrubtion.er, quesy

-
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tlotr, Tor dne thetsand nime hundred and thirty years, Puring all
those years they had been grateful for the privilege they already
possesséd, and they were taught to look hopefully forward to the
eomiing, of €hrist in the flesh, as a period, when all their cliureh
privileges wonld be wonderously enlarged ard brightened. -Bur-
dens were to be removed—glorious light was to be shed upon
them—the Holy Spirit was to.be poured vut—their chureh wasto
expand and 10 gather in the alien natidns, and to -extend fromthe
siver o the ends of the earth, Seven hundred years before, they
had been specially told by Isaiah, that when the Messiah should
come, ‘“he shall feed the flock like a sheplferd ; he shall \gather
.the lambs with his arm, and carry them in lis bosom, and shall
sgently léad those that are with young,”” Is. 40: 11. ¥f the flock
45 the church, the lambs must be the ¢hildren. All the:expectat
gions of the Jews had been formed by these experienees, and by
these promises. If Christ had intended to falsify thesé promises
$y patting ‘children out of the church, surély.he must have found
At ‘neeessary to have -expressed his interition, to these Jews, very
rexplieitly. By his silence they.could only‘have .understood that
gtheir thildren-were to stay in the church, as "God had covenante
sud prophesied over and over again-that they should. Will any
isane man believe that Christ put chiltren out of their-ancient and
seovenanted birth-right, and et not one of -his words to that efféct
-sbe preserved on the record? €an any sane man believethit
ilhnst put infants out of the church of which "they had been sac-
thowlédged members for mineteen hundred-and thirty years, since
e, Jewish period,'and yet neither Séribe, Bharisee, Saddusee nor
#Disciple breathe one word of surprise, protest or'guestion. t
3¢ Behold then this seene, presented in Matt. 19: :13,14,°15." Sed
fhtit company of parents, with parents heirts; Jewish parents,
th Jewish habits of thought and feeling on.this subject ; themt!
lves believing in Jesus,looking upon him as the' Sheplhrerd ‘ofithe
ek of whom iit swas promised that the would gather and.earry
lambs, See‘them carrying their ‘“little children” with yearn~
g hearts to-Jesus; *cireumcised infants'members ofithe-ehurch, s
Jipin the beginnihyy infants ltad beens members tofithe .chureh before
m. ‘Behold“Christ take ‘themrup in his arins. ~ Hear him' say,
'8 Suffer little ehildrentto eome:untoime,”” and mark the reasonthdt
e gives for' theirfree Tight ofaceess to him ; ‘¢ fortof \such;” of
tghildren like these, “‘is the tkimgdom-of ‘heayen;” the-wisible
“ljurck, Now; I «ask? solentnly,’wd's nottthis’a most cremarkable
fsefection of wotds, if used by'aSaviour who'designed tobe undei-
‘?’{lkéod:‘by such ‘parents, as*¢changing-the law of +his.church in this
"aspett as Putting children out of the rchureh ? »If+that \was his
‘Hedning,-if wag'surely-a dark hint, * ] ¢
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24 INFANT BAPTISM,,

Again, behold this-other scene. Jesus has risen from the sepul-
chre, and now appears to seven of his disciples engaged in fishing
on the shore of Lake Tiberias. Here he converses with Peter for
the first time since his dreadful sin of .apostacy, in denying his
Lord thrice. That Lord now probes his servants heart to see if it
has indeed returned to its first love, Thrice Peter had denied him.
Thrice his Lord asks him, if he truly loves him. Thrice his Lord
restores his commission to him, as an Apostolic Shepherd over the
flock. Jesus was himself, Isaiah says, the chief Shepherd,
who feeds his flock, and who gathers and carries his lambs. He,
now, John 21: 15, 16, 17, charges Peter twice to feed the sheep,
and once to feed the Lambs, as an under Shepherd. Again, I ask;.
solemnly, was not this a most remarkable selection of words, if
used by this Saviour with the design of being understood by those
Apostles, that infants were to be put out of the church after he,
was gone ? 5

In Matt. 28:- 19, 20, we have. Christ’s last words to his disci-
ples. ¢ All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go
\ ye, therefore,’and teach (disciple, matheteusate) all nafions, bapti-
zing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost. Teaching (didaskontes, teaching is here the true trans:
lation) them to' observe all things whatsoever I have commanded
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the world,
Amen.” . .
Christ had previously sent out his disciples to preach—Matt.
'10: 5, 7, ¢ These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them
'saying, go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of
the Samaritans enter ye not. But go rather to the lost sheep of
the house of Israel. And gs ye go, preach, &c.” From John 4:
2, it appears also that the disciples had baptized before the date of
this commission in Matt. 28th. Our Saviour now designs in thjs
last commission to confirm those he had previously given, and
especially to do away with the limitations, which he had before
attached to their work. Heretofore they preached that the king-
'dom of heaven.is at hand. Now they are to preach that it has
come. Before they have baptized unto repentence. Now they
are to baptize into Christ. Before they were sent to the Jews.
Now they are to go into all the world. - They were to disciple all
nations, by baptizing and.then teaching. *The whole history proves
that the Apostles, always, as on the day of Pentacost, baptized op
the 8pot, as soon as profession was made of faith in Christ as the
Messiah ; .and that, after that, they faught their converts.all that
Jesus had commanded. The church was therefore a schoql., The
teaching was received after the men were brought into it,not before.
Having received all power in heaven and in earth,- Christ com-
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is. disci i jons’) into this.school,, bapti-

ds his. disciplestq hring. ¢ all nations’; in hool,. bapti-,
n_;znA a}ld.tea‘ching,t_{xg;n. No'w we haye honestly thought it difh-
Siﬂ? to belieye,-that, the ¢ h‘bgs?hqlds’,’ jofr the early Qh“ﬁtlal‘ﬁ:
chould }Ilave'f),'e,eﬁ \ﬁ}fxout infan sabut, to, bei;gve that « al‘ natjons’,
:hould be'.‘yvit,h,out‘ a single infant, we confess, staggers-us  opf-,
) ht. . ) . ) o 3
ng]_js it after all strange, that the Apostles, the evangelistg, the noble;

¥
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army of mhartys, the most holy, and splrlt_uail of all égelesiastical,

inrs—the 'church of the Easterm Roman Empire—the chuzch of,
.Wil‘# Se'st';ﬁ}:s Roman Empire—a!! the lqadgrs\hnd',]gamed‘ men .of,
;ﬁé.@great,Refp}mation—every l‘{@tionz{l cﬁy}qc}}.wl;{llch sprang groém,
thr@'t povement, should, withqut one, smglp‘egcqeppo;}f,- ?f}:ri‘lu g}l td}
dﬁ‘{our FEorg intended, by all he said and did to signify ::h 1nf;qd§,’
. 'ﬂo be, retained, in all, thejr 'Q}xurch privileges to f.erﬁ 2
fessed js that servant, whom' his, Liord, .when he cometn, s ally
n sodoihg.” e S 4 ;
A7 The, ,fnspiyed‘ Apostles in their discourges, le_tters_ and re-
o edy dctio’rfs,,T a]f1wqy§ assumed, .t_},1e permanence of this- grand, ,
tdhral-principle o t_l}le church, a:s,mfant including; they never re-
ed 1t—they always actgd,onit,

T8 whole of the Acts of the Apostles, and of their Epistles is,
9% anﬁe:fionablei, eiidgan.c‘:q, that t}ley (r'qg(')gn.lzqd thgxagciinz
deenant, as holding good under the christian dlspensaxttlon‘,fl a

preseryed unchanged the. federal constitution of the gﬁurc 1,88
racing the ch~§ with, the, parent,, an that, Qons(is‘tentl with,
. doctrine they 'hal_)it_llx)ally bapt;Zé& By households, wherever,
: "a’household .to, baptize ] o ,
M\:islla 511133; ifi‘l e ﬁrst%l:cg, ‘ta those fiyst chaptets in Acts,
hich- the earliest Public preaching of, the Apostles is recorde%;L
intrqduction in. act and, fact of the new d{spegsa'glqpﬂ . Sprely
} Mng' can,be, more certain than if t}le Qrganic 1avg_ (()If tk e_qil_ur%h;

J:b!e,éhanged,,if the privilegé of introducing children into the
rch in its public org nized formp, which thas been h(:;lq §e1cu¥e.
“ipetieef} ~hu\;£gred and thirty years, 1s to Be-rte’v‘ers.gd 5 *s}uxﬁe y in
L a case nbthmg*ca,ﬁ‘ e more certain thar, that the,Apglg,d %s in
difi first preaching and enlargement of ¢he ghurch, wou h'ave
. grted; that such a change was God’s will., "I, coulrd‘ leﬁo}'a ::Eg

a matter. of course. Asggregly it ust ﬁaye appegrle t &
unaccountable and. re‘yolt;g% ghangé‘, to-Jewish Apost psh ané
th ‘conver!ts.' 1f.they intended ,to make 1if, they must. have

3

n out boldly, in a manner, fvhich coﬁ‘l}d,-not have been mista-

’ ) i es teach us o
Nay, more, than that, from a]l that, the scriptures teaciy 1
~stinZ:3y of the Jewish ghéragter, and,thelr dispositjgn.tq 13911
o traditions of their fathers, it is evident that if the-Apostles

fempted to cast tl;e children out of the ancierit birth-righty they
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;;(?s‘;{;l‘?ooi}? : szul)lsive_ t(I) speak plainly, but would moreover be ex-
that if they could bV}o ent and protracted opposition ; it is evident
after many stiu Il‘lng' in_this revolution at all, it*would only be
4nd by dir}rt of t%g esil by force of repeated and clear argument
tes. “Thex recor?j w (i]e power of their united authority as Apos:
By Jewish )o A :lt ength and repeatedly, the objections made
doctrines OfPPSDen S and partlzflly enlightened converts, to their
the sinner b i overeign Klection—of the free justification of
surrection 0-}' the Ilgnplltatmn of Christ’s Righteousness—of the Re-
equal footing ine Ch?lfgh_sct): :ih‘e brix{glin% nof the Centiles'on an
. » standing with the Jews, and bro-
%‘?322 :f the ceremonial Temple service, brou’gh::] ir(x) fjb;h‘;&bsg
doGtrinePPO(Silthn was made'to these and other points of A ostolic;
fought ovzxrl (%71;5‘:}}1) line, :EVery. one of these questions hz?d to Be
’ . 'ith respect to’sdmre of them, the Jewi g
ot st v ot Sy o gt ) e
o wa the h'th erusalem, and a general order sent around nf"y )
thegv,v hc‘)jl ) % ei%« %st ::mt}‘léorlty},1 the obedience of éhuréhes Ygeto;;
! V estament, there is not the shadow o TELH I
xt‘te(irr:ﬂglt?t a s gle' Jew was astonished or dissatisfied (;1; :1111 lrl:gii'ca-l’
thei b“m: violating the sanctions of God’s covenant— }; ont
the-l;r e%ovc_ad children from the birth-right ‘they had pasting out
: t} beginning. y enjoyed from
$ it not too much to ask a man of H
. i sense to believe that '
sevcluon was wrought n opposion {0 h promise of Gad the
Wro}; h:,ei of the Mess1ah, and the ancient customs’of the chux,‘ h?
. ffectgi ﬁ’ }':1_ J(;Wlsh Saviour, and he say not one word to fﬁ /
A os'ZIen . d is life, but many to the contrary; wrought by Je ok
blﬁ mans anh. tl}lxgy never say one word in favor of such aycﬁaWIS}L
dmong g :val'cc szplﬁ that such a change was never made;; Wrol?ggfg
st Jewish community, who, while they } i
eyt A g e i o2 ot
rights w?tzo:f:eg; Sa;ncll to the Idestruction of their dearest famii’;r
2,0 ' ingle complaint? Th i
Bu:tL I ;thmk the man of serse will not beligw)'renil::y continue to ask,
howlfi i?:,:: tﬁhe:]}; to Wh’flt the Apostles really do say, and observ
cussed abo V); ﬁ:};‘;l;}; ;)S OIt)}I:Otse}(ll toA the monstrous SUPPOSi‘Eion dise
. 2 erythat the Apostles and the 'y g
gathered together in Jerutalem e ¢ vast multitudes
Tews; yet, instoad of em on that day of Pentacost were alik
’ ttempting t 3 €
h 2, attempting to prepare the mind; i
c}?ﬁiﬁf.f(;;:tc;?;o%r}e?tt_chantﬁe 1nhthe fundamental pringipsl'egfo;'}lil;
inting that thé gospel : o "
that thezy themselves had g gospel was a new religion, and
fles expricitly oq ad come to build up a new church, the Apos-
foun dation.,y rry back the minds of their hearers to the aﬁé)ient
Y
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Peter reminds these Jews, that-even under the new dispensation,
fhey were,still ¢children of the covenant, which God made wjth
their fathers’ saying to Abraham.” This was thg charier on which
 they still rested.. The Apostles also appeal to the immemorial ad-
ministration, of this charter by their fathers, ¢Yea, and all the
prgphets from Samuel, and those that follow after, as niany as have
gpoken, have likewjse foretold of these days. Ye are the children
‘ab.the prophets, and of the .covenant which God made with our
fathers, saying unto Abraham, and in thysseed shall all the kindreds
#ihe earth be blessed.” When they réfer to God, they do npt
an abstract or general designation, but they refer to him under
4se.old familiar, forms and names assotiated with the covenant.
fihe. God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, the God of our
ers has glorified his son Jesus.” Thus we find that at the very
o when they must, if-ever, have introduced this radical revo-
on; they were on the contrary most anxious- to trace back and
distinctly open the connection of their standing with the ah-
nt covenant, and its holy associations. But the God.of Abra-
n, Isaac and Jacob founded a church which included children.
i pressly declares that they

e heirs even under the new dispensation, brought children into

church. 'The prophets from Samuel and all that followed aftgr,
many as have spoken, all belonged to a church which included’
dren. Certainly no revolutigmsts, ever began their work in
h a style. The irresistible impression, made by their language
that the ancient church is to remain, and that those present dre
he principles of that church, as much after, as before,

¢

carry out t

coming of Christ. i
But Peter declared even still mare unmistakably that the

wech was to remain unchanged even with respect to this
law of infant membership. Peter tells these Jews that
were children of the ancient covenant made with Abra-

1, just as Paul afterwards told the Gentiles, that if they were

itist’s, then they were Abraham’s seed and heirs according to
infant including promise. Peter exhorts them to repent and
thaptized, and urges this reasons ¢«For the promisé’ infint
uding remember, ¢is to you and your children.”” For nine-
hundred and thirty years it had been to their fathers ahd
> children. The only change now jmade, was that in fulfil-
of ancient prophesy, the Gentiles were now admitted as fel-
Leirs with the Jews; and therefore Peter adds, and to’all
Vare afar off, even to as many as the Lord your God shall call.”
expaiision was not 2 change in this covenant; it is on the
frary, its necessary fulfilment, for the covenant itself provided
¢« Abraham should be the heir of the world.”

[y
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| DPeter’s' ays dg.‘tgﬁt:‘tbé'ﬂ 18, thit, irsfead ‘bf ‘this jilfint ficluding
gt

’t'cd’vé'na‘r'f‘t' beily ofie’ away ith, it is onl tHe dohtraty to be fulfilled
" more'strictly'in all its, provisions than ever Pefore., The covéndht
s still valid 8. youTews—it &ill holds gogd for ybar clﬁ,ildf‘en*z ard
o 1t i'notw to hbld good tp believérstand theit iﬁf‘aq;s’ of all ‘nhtions,
“ even’those hither.to’afz;ix‘ off.  Remember'Peter; mbyéd by the Holy
. Ghdst, says in plain; words, this infant including dovéhant is till

s Ap» R . { - gy Lt H 0 :
,in fdll force in behalf ‘of "Jbw, dnll "Gentile, of gareht ahd c'h31d.
» 1t will be observed that Peter and Pedo Byptists's y the same thirlg
"prtisely, . | e

. “After churches weké platited in différent cities and gountties) we

* hinld th'g:’ Apostles, still recognizing the church membership 'of chil- "

.. dreh,.in their epistles. ¢ Int the’ only two epistles in'which Paul
*specifies separately ‘the’ different classes of church membérs, he
"','spe'ci.ﬁqs'phifdf}e arﬁ\on‘gthbs'é q{asses.’.’ The epistle to thé Ephe-
‘sia_n§fi'sl,a<fd1féss' d'ds’a Whole'to *¢ the Shints which- dre at ‘Efhesus,
“and to tl:ié faithful in Christ Jésusi” that, to, the Colossians, ag' a
" 'Wholé, i addressed to the *saints and faithfgt brethrer' §f Christ
'_“}\ztich":qrp atLCﬂ]q'sse ;7 and Yét, in the fifth and sixtR cliaptérs"of
:‘ﬂth one,.ahd in’ the tHird chdptet' ‘of* the’other, aftér \.%ége}‘al in-
}Vét’lrgc‘t‘lpqs’,address,ed fo'all alike, he spécifies thres distinct relations,
; and addresses specific instructions 't six classes susthirting’ those
, rqlatiﬁhé'; ngmely, 'Eu’gjb’ ntds. and wives, phrents ‘and thillién,
‘mastéf Aand’sé&*van{s. ‘Now, as the whole 'of eagh of, thése letters
. yas addressed to the; “saints’” or consécrated inhabitants of'those
* ¥wo cities, each, particular class speécified must belong to"tHe géreral
“élasd in which all ate contained; 'This mode. of writing was® vet-
, ;:i‘gngktuyra],if either of:’thes{(‘a clagses were excluded from 't}iejéh}u‘ch.
. Thése very passages are télied upon, Ahd most justly, by all sbuth-
. ‘ern Christiang to prdvd ‘thit Both mastérs' and ‘their slavés Were re-
" coghized by, Paul a3 membrs ingood standing in the sande chris-
I'tiari chiirch, But if th¢y prave’ thit, they Prove ‘just ad clearly
. that.children were church members also. But'this mode of writing
“was ,rpo‘s{’natqra,l, if 'ds I have proved, God constitutéd His, churkh
of christian familes, just as he has constitutéd nations of fampilies.
Children hdve their ‘plhce in'the Commonwealth of Virginia 4hd
miy be nafurally specified by one addressing the inhdbitants of the
state collectivel)}. , Just sb, Paul believed that children havd théir
place in. & chifistian church, and he was naturally’led ‘to 'specify
them among athef classes of tiémbérs, .
According. to ancient J ewish law, ho Hebrew or menthes of
the Jewish, church might contract a marriage with’ an alied Gén-
tile.  Sucha'marriage was void in law, from the'beginning” “The
Hebrew husband. or Wwife,.was bound to repudiate his or her alfen
spouse ; and the children of such a union were regatded as uncléan
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eahdvalien, dériving their ‘standing from the umbelidving and not
‘ the Belteving parent. .
fmgow, .bmany cg;;s%s occurred in pv%xjyhhgzglhenh qogrﬁ;u;t}% 1lf2
he'gos] preached, in which ‘either husban
‘whicki the'gospel was preached, | past b
Soriverte i " :party remained a heathen.
was ¢oriverted, whilethe ‘other -party 3 ained o beathen. % hess
questions' thén- necessarily arose, does Jewislk law ,apply ?
e “this marr id by the“unbelief of one party:
“this marriage ‘become void oy lief of ’
-gﬁsild’vthé‘believig party repudiate the l}nbellevgngrpart_y- ashux}
-¢lean ? + Do'the &hildren, under the'hew d_lspEnsatlon,?derlve tthelr
.‘osftion ffém the ' believing or upb%lleYlnlg _parent 2 ‘Jlk)re, t eiy
"’:g}ﬂurch‘members with'the-one, or alien¥ with'the other ? “Precisely
ﬁ‘fﬁis case’had otcurred in the-christian churth bf Corinth, most
ilcely there ‘were rhany instances, and the }?bq:et .mnugmler?te;l quISISi;
Paul for his authoritative solution.
-‘tions had been sent up to ’Paq O lares
fiswer' may be read in 1st Cor. 7: 12, 16,1 |
néﬁig’?’ under the cliristian dispensation, the marriage of j)ehevef alno(}
ﬂﬁnb:aliev‘er is*to ‘Be regarded binding, and that the chil I:En‘ :12"1(?11
‘tniixed marriages are t0 be regarded as in covenant with'God, 1o ¥,
Hjhat is, consecrated within‘the circle of communion, not unc e’asn,
‘[%at is not aliéns, strangers to-the covenant,-excommumcatg. ho
14y then, from infants being excluded from ‘the church under the
wzdi‘si)’eﬁsation,‘the‘ door is opened Wwider for th};én%% {rtlhth})ege g{rﬁ
Tigkand"res s 1st. Gentile parénts may now byfaith brin i
b e s ' ‘3 :'29<and-2d. The infant
irGentilé infafits—Acts 2:139, Gal,'3 :"29-— . in
% ﬁi&?e%iéﬁn’gi ‘parent has a right tochurch covenant blessings,
“Milthough the other'parént s dn unbeliever, the child how having
&tc ad antaged of defividg his'position from the };)eh%vtls_r,vahd 11‘21;
; ) i ind castout’ wi . er—
% before, Zﬂder thie law, being cast-out’ with the- unbelie :
Wbt ad 4 actually baptize whole families, as soon as
AiBat did thel Apostles actually baptize whole fa ), 2SS0
"‘g&llltegclls of tthe ‘families believed; and because 'of the faith of
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i hetd? Most assuredly they always 'did,-and all the circurh-
o ;nﬂ?:: ‘éc;nsilzidered, the‘boo};c of Acts is as’ 'cohql}lsnlre‘la'bpx:o;)'f of‘
.\3{&é.rpraétice‘ of infant baptism, as ~W§>ﬁld bé the 81mi. atr Evi‘ ‘ne an
“iills of any Pedo6 ‘Biptist: |dehommat1(’)n"th‘at ‘evenheims ed. ¢ ol the
"#'Refiember, that the l")(gok_ﬁz}f'1 Actgtls‘ no'gtab{;lxllléistztz;yo% ra fow
" i es’s On !the cohtrar ) l
b ' Zr?tgrt)tl :]ifccixsélsi’that it+is not 4 r?g’cgr(.i of & ¢ompany of sét-
‘pastols, in an establisged chutrci}'ﬁ, t'raé?;ngu’:ﬁg g::;O%AgZ??fﬁé
d ds théy'stcceed in otder; but the m t
r‘&ajsdgiz}éysiﬁ;cs of 'fomign ,inissionarx»_. Apést}es, preavt‘thi‘ngc i‘:the
gﬁé‘ 'el"as'th"ey pass over continents, o‘rda;(m;fg elders ﬁn'g ery f-ozf:
and leavirlg fo those érdinary officérs of thie‘church }: e1 utgr (;)e or-
¢ diﬁary'pmture and discipline. . Etery person in the least degre

]

“informed with regzard to the naturé of the work of foreign' missiona-
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yaies; knows that such men, especially duting their first yearsy, are
sent like Paul “not principally to” baptize, but,to..preach the
« fogped.”’ at
% ccordingly we find only eleven separate cases of baptism recor-
«ded in the Acts and Epistles. In the case of two of these, of Paul
“the Apostle and of the Ethiopean Eunuch, there werg no children
in existence, and of course none were baptized. In five of the
cases, the record informs us of the baptism of large crowds, bap-
tized on the spot, according to uniform Apostolic practice, after the
;Simple presentation of the gospel, and immediately upon the pro-
fession of faith. Three thousand were thus baptized on the.day
of Pentacost—the people of Samaria—disciples of God at Ephe-
sus—the many Corinthians—the company in the house of Corne-
lius. Now people never take their children into these large erowds}
and these multitudes in question were, baptized as soon as they first
zheard and helieved. Any Pedo Baptist.minister would have done
precisely the same thing, and then’ in settling and, organizing the
Church, he would gather and: baptize in detail all the households of
those whom he had at first admitted within the fold, Apd that jis
:precisely what the Pedo Baptist Apostle Paul did, as we find f)y
comparing the,record in Acts of the ¢ many Corinthians’” when
Stephanas was baptized, with the declaration of Paul in his'Epistle,
that he baptized the household of Stephanas. It is evident that
the household were not:baptized in the crowd, but that they were
baptized afterwards on the ground of the faith of Stephanas,, who
believed and was baptized previously. The remaining three cases
‘are those in which households are mentioned alone, Lydia» of
Thyatira, the Jailor of Philippi, apd Crispus. The instances in
which households are mentioned at all, are five—the householdsyof
.Stephanas, of Lydia, of the Jailer, of' Crispus and. of Cornelius.
Now observe that there were only eleven, cases of baptism rrgei;x-

tioned at all, and yet in four instances the household 1s ceftajn ,

" and in one other by implication, declared, to be baptized with the

head, or immediately after. Not only,in a few cases therefore,
but in every case where it was’ possible ;- in every case in which
the’ household existed, the household was baptized. In every
case, the fact that the head of the. family believed, is set down,
while nothing is said of the faith of the household, Every Pedo
Baptist niissionary would keep just such a record. Whenever a

» convert had a, household, he would baptize the members of gt

He would always mention the faith of the head—he would say
nothing of ,the faith. of his'children. No Baptist missionary ever
would, or could have written sych a record. He never would
baptize a household unless every individual so baptized was a he-
lieving, adult, 1f he should indeed find such a family, he would
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1@ careful fo mention that all he baptized, believed. It is jast as
we supposed, as Paul acted, so Luke wrote aftef the present man-
ner of Pedo Baptist christians, ,'
~ T do verily believe then, that I have proved beyond all shadow
of doubting, from the authoritative word of Jehovah, these funda-
piental points. )
+The visible church is designed 'to be a nursery a@nd school into
which infants are born and Burtured, as well ds a company of pro-
ﬁ.%éors:of christian doctrine.
4 This visible church has existed from the Fill, as'a necessary:
#ovision for the purpose of carrying éut instrumentally all the-
fromises of the Covenant of Grace; but it received its final and:
Bflic form, as an dggregate of families through the Abrahami¢’
enant, in which_the federal principle, including the child withs
parént, is promjnently recognized and perpétuated. Th1§ cov-!
nt; the Holy Ghost most distinctly and frequently asstrés us,
ds’over to us; is sure to us under the new dispensation; we'
heirs of its blessings. Circumcision was the seal of that cove
t, and as such, was applied to infants. The Holy Ghost plaihly
hes us that baptism precisely takes the place of circumdision’
hie seal of that infant including covenant. They both signify’
same grace ; namely, spiritual regeneration ; they both seal the
€ covenant; namely, the Abrahamic covenant, which dispenses,
blessings of the Govendnt of Grace under the federal constitu-
of the visible chulch—the house, the garden, the scliool, the
ly of” God. . . ' o
M he scriptures” also’ teach us, as plainly as they do any other
{gieh touching our salvation, that this visible churcli of the Jewiske
which confessedly embraced infants, has not"passed away, or
g changed. We haye not been builtinto a new church, but have
i7added to'the old,'grafted into the old Jewish stock} from
ich, for 3 season, most of the .] ewish branches have been cut offs
e covenant remaining, includes infants,
the church remaining, includes infarits, )
iéither Christ nor his Apostles have dropped # single hint of the
fis*being cast'out of their immemorfal birth-right ; 6n-the con-
Christ and his Apostles; at.all times, speak and act in a way
tent ohly with the contintance of “children withirt the circld
ir ancient privileges. .
tie ‘Apostle Peter addressed parents} telling them to come and
e the seal of the covenant, because the covenant'held-good
r children, and for Gentile as well as Jew.
e Apostle” Paul addressed childrén as church’ members, and
réd that the infant of even oxe believing parent'is ho}y,i‘oi
secrated, 3 Y
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Christ declared that of infants the kingdom of heaven should ins
part consist. He commanded Peter to care for the lambg as well,
as the sheep of the flock over which he had been made overseer.
Heharged all his Apostles.to disciple by baptizing and teaching
¢ all nations,” and as these nations consist of aggregates of fami-,
lies, the Apostles in .every case did baptize the whole hpugehold,
upon the faith-ot the head, when he had a household. to, baptize.

Now, my friends, this is, God’s church. The question is nof,
how’this constitution commends itself to our reason or our,fancy 3
this is, as,a matter-of fact, six thousand years old, God Almighty’s
sovereignly ordained constitution for hjs church. Upon, those wh, )
ignorantly pluck up the foundations, of God’s chyrch, we hope He
will have mercy; but you who kpow better are bound by evgr;
principle of duty, of love, .of self-interest, of compassion for your,
children in this age and country of fapatica] radjcalism, to defepd,
with thg severest jealousy the principles, and fo -fulfill with E}%
your energies the duties of this federal,.infant embraging church o
Christ,

VI. Finally, the immeasurable majority of God’s, people of
ages and nations, from the beginning, have held to the truthan
permanence; of this federal, constitution Of the churchyand have,
practiced infant baptism, y

We are certainly taught to call no man master, and, we must
base no article of faith upon human authority. Nevertheless; thay
man’s pride is most insane who rejects as df no value in the, way,
of confirming his own concluSions, the consenting judgment of the
whole church through countless ageg-and nations, uniting in one
interpretation of scripture. The people of God have been Jeft tp
differ .about many things, but until the last three hundyed years, 1t
is,certain, that there was no public and general differencg Wwith' re;
gard to the plain command of €hrist to include, children withiq
bjs earthly church, . .

After the death of the Apostle John, the church contipued a poor
scattered and persecuted community.  Of the history, of the doc-
{rine and practices of this period, we of coursg, have but few and
imperfect records. Buteyen 1n the midst of such imperfect rey
Gords, we have distinct testimony from witnesses, .whose compes
tency no an,dare dispute, and who lived gs negr to the,days of
the Apostles as we do to the days of Waghington’s boyhood, and
the-old French war, that infqptbe;ptism wis then a unj\?qrsgl‘Qu‘s-
tom, and regarded as an Apostolic ordipance. All churgh histoy
rians, of every side of this question, admit the fol,lowirag’:f:at;tss
At the time of -St. Augustine, born A. D; 354, the general preva-
lence of infant baptism is conceded by all. Allugu,sti e sayg,
¢ Tie custom of oar mother church in baptizing little .Qpﬁdgen, i§
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o mens- to be disregarded, por accoutited jn*any measare,
:y‘ﬁrﬂuous.;” He, .,declalis that this ‘.dogtrine is hqld%yﬁ%?‘
whole church, not instituted by. cfjoq;ncﬂs, but 'qlway& refgined.:
Origén was, bornvin Egypt, of dhristianparents, ip A., D: 185, &
eightyéﬁ"(é years after the death of thg Apostle J ohp, and was hims,
salf Baptized in-infancy. ¢ He r(?Slded‘ln Alexandria, in, ('Japp'a-\t
docia, n Palestine, He traveled in Jtaly, Greece,and: Arabjasapd.
mpst. have been in cérrespondence with the .chpiches of every,
country.””  His téstimony is ¢the,usage of the chufgh, is that in-
famlid are to be baptized,” ¢ that the church has received the tradiey
of giving baptism to infants from the Apostles.” Tertqllian;
born in Carthage, A..D. 160, and op}?o,se,dimfant ‘b,aptlgm ony
alse ground that baptism is regeneration, and that sins comz
after baptisth cannot be removed ; there remainingpo o,t]gg}"
ng of regeneration by which they can be, cleansed. Mpany:
awing this idea of Tertullian, afztuafl]y put off, baptisps antily
dying hour. Nevertheless in his a}‘gpmen,t against we;:a,‘ly‘bapi-,l
s, he most ‘evidently concedes that" it;ig the universal custom 3,
ights against it as the ynipersal custom. He never once (_iemes,
it is an Apostolic institution, or that it had continued without,
fruption from their days. Surely the.learned and acute oppa-.
‘o infant baptism, would havei dong so, if he could with truth.
brings us to within sixty -years of the death of the Apostle,
by and proves that infant baptism was then the cugtom of, the,
No historian, pretends that between ,the days of .the
es and Tertullian these is: the slightest shade of evdience,
nfant baptism did not prevail, or that he can indicate the
b of timé duting those sixtyr years when ‘infant baptispi was
luced. The very first existent testimony on the subjectproves,
versal prevalenteof thisrile. Thete it stands acknqwledgeds
and foe to be universal within sixtyryea.;'s pf‘th(i Apostles;,
bsmahs can go back of thdt, within! those sixty yeafs, and spy
nfant baptism did not exist ; or here, and thus infant baptism,
o be. vom . .
2 ancient church split' into se‘ve;'a}. fragments ; t_};e Boman,\,
+Atfthenian, Nestorian and;Abyssim_an,!?Jl differing. amongy
fes in many-things, put gll- agreeing’in nderstanding' the
res as we upderstand them to-include infants in the 'fo]d.;
e, has been uniform, among gll people,, all natiopa),
and all digsenting sects, up to-the time of thel?eformatx?n,,
ceptiors, so jnsignificant as,te ke of no .weight, and sot
i that their existence at all;must’ever be a matter.of doubt.
kidenisees of Piedmont, the oldest living Protestants, whot
whave preserved the custom'of the early church ‘pure from
infiing) havi,j5 been Pedo-Baptists beyond questiop, ias fag
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back dg record or tradition ji
bac goes. The large majority of the Mo-
:3eren1§, (;avhlc; _sprang from John Huss in N%oravijau ax{:d Bohemia
objecte(f t00- i?)}f:xl:"ctsl’) a tr-nmonty, a%ways small and soon absorbed:
) nfant baptism.  Early in the 12th contury Pet
E::Syqs did object to infant baptism, but his followers, tht}er"Peiir('if
o sians f?l‘e heard of only for a short time. 'Fhé proper Wal-
de :cS}?:sS ?) Fr;nce, have always, as far as positive testimony
reac f’th ef{n Pedo-Baptists. It is beyone question, that at the
date P?' d e Reformation, the Morayians, the Waldensees of France
and li mont, all, without exception or debate, entered into fullest
e wship with the Pedo-Baptist churehes of Luther, Zwingle and
dla vin, At that time assuredly all the Protestant sects of the mid-
e ages were Pedo-Baptists. 'The present Baptists eould net have
flfl)yung from them, for they were all on our side. History shuts
d e matter up to one only‘possible isswe. The only Baptists of the
bxme of the Reformation, were the Peasants off Germany—ignorant
eg{olx)lg t(i)::sr p:wfer rtl_ov\:1 to épea;ure, consisting of two very differ-
: s—a _fanatical radical party, engaged in insurreeti
w}alrs, argzi’a truly rel:gious, though but little enlightened pa;(t); a?;'
:;1 doigade:nréo ?1210]1315 1oé'glrd;nes}and beeame the prineipal teacher
about A. D. . Thus although no man ca is
ﬁnge:‘l upon the point of time in-which infants began to ?Jep lxlnttf;%
uceh into the christian church, wé on the other hand, do mow put
g}:gr ;g:}(lir};fon ghe pf(i)mtt of time, one thousand five hundred: yeg'rs
rist, when first a public church was organized '
man-devised pl irning i i sanmtione
ey plan ot turnmg. infants out of Theu‘ God-sanctioned
At the time of the Reformation, lear In
; 1 I ned and holy
i‘alsed up of God, in the midst of ’e.very European*nztir:)]zm ﬁze
anthon, 1t is true, learned from Luther, and John Knox fro.m Cal:
vm—a]nd yet, there was a perfectly independent movement in
:ﬁze;z (}entreihof riform, %etween which, there was no borrowing
e from the other. 'The church of Scotland differed
i;rfgxa 31; ::;rd; cc)lf; E?glay'c(]i, :ﬁld both from the Lutheran cllllllll:gg
any—and yet, amid all their differences in other 1 '
ngt lclme of the great chufches of the Reformation put chilgfsrf (:)ts.;:
;)Ol gma[:‘fo}lld ltnto Whéc}l God had-put and kept them by public and
v charlers and gracious providences, ever si he ti
Abraham. There was the most entire inde femoo, and fomery
_ re independence y
gas?ecﬁts great differences between Zwinglrt)a the Ref"o?rrllirmgfl']at%}e-
fo‘r;‘ !:ls:; (E%Lg]hexl‘? theahReforrSeraof the Germans, and Calvin the Re
f the French—and yet,no prominent man of genius, 1 ]
:)x}gt;nfibplet){, in thai.t age of theological giants, doubte%i the v"afiécliriltly‘
o .ef Ilrthpght* of infants in the church of Christ. The.concep-:
lon-of leading a crusade against the gospel rights of little habies,:
G
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4u¥ nbt ‘originate with these, Men of another mettle altogether
saposed’ and seek to achieve ‘this victory. ' )
#fT'he unbroken testimony of the universal «chutch is at once-most
adtelligibly and affectingly representedto us in the mute ldnguage
of that-long line: of grave-yards, whick reach back to the begin-
pipg, marking the resting place of éach generdtién In its turns
syine tombstones from the Catacombs of Rome, bearing’ date
wiihin one hundred years of the Apostles have come down to us,
ing us of infant church members, even so early‘laid to rest by
er mothers, in the confident hope of a glorious resurrection:
stafia, the mother, places this in commemoration of her son’
chromio, a faithful, who lived three years:” ¢ Urcia Florentia
thful, rests here in peace—she lived five years and eight moiths
eight days.”” ¥rom that day to this “every christian grave?
bears the like memorials of Christ’s redeemed and baptized
bs; and which father or mother of you will be the'fitst to joir
crusaders, and digging up the little ‘ashes cast them out?
it may be well to inform you, in passing, that if you should
se of-the proportion which the opponents of nfant baptism
n to other professors of christianity, by what you see imme-
jely around you, you would be marvellously mistaken. This is
aw question comparatively, partaking’of the general radicalism
haracteristic of this age-and country. Itis consequently prin-
jlly.an Ameérican question. There are twice as many deniers
nfant baptism in America, as in all of Christéndom besides..
rding to ‘the best proximate computation, the proportion of
iestant christians denying infant baptism to those who maintain
in America,-about as one to four and 2 half—in Europe about
e to twenty-nine. , '
ving reviewed thus rapidly the evidence establishing and con-
g this great principle of God’s house—the testimony of God’s
, and the concurrent opinion of God’s people inf all ages and
ns'—the question irresistably suggests itself, upon what ground
ey rely, who have taken the fearful responsibility of turning
ts out of their birth-right, and thus violating the foundations
od’s church ? &
ey have iri the wide world butitwo positive arguments, which
onfess to be plausible on the surface, to look well before they
rought to the test,‘and therefore well-calculated to make an
sssion upon those whose education is imperfect, or whose
fidices are inveterate.. The first argument is from’the nature
tism. Baptism presupposes faith—but infants can’t *be-
therefore infants ought not to be- baptized ; exactly so, ‘we
rer, circumcision presupposed faith; it was the seal. of that
nsness which Abraham had through faith, while he was
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et nnc jsed—t ;
Sught magomoised--but infunts can’t believe, fherefore, infants
should,, and g5 umeised—but God .commanded ,that the
sigpified. and ,se:] én atfer of fact they were, Circumcisiox
segals,,ang B,H,‘the e;‘ everything, that “baptism Sigr;iﬁes amfll
the. ome, bear ‘with Ehaents of the Baptists agamst oun dpin
ing, the other, A vinre Samg force against God’s commandg
nant, bug infapts -c§n’él,ct£iy e baptism is the seal of ,a coves
?’.aptlz‘r‘d-: ‘We answer infrmt’ lhe’r efore infanis oyght.not to be
1.their own persons, but qgg'ts e o, Indeed, contract.separatply
Lagtwith infants, o5 embraced i and ropranges ipiures did cony
e’ .

b, Ao s o b vty Nt S
st this: o sran eut. 29;: 10 . .
iy o T Yt
of Tsrael’: > o2 yourelders and your officers with; ; X
Frot sl dros” Ll ongs, your Sivs, and the sirangens &, s
his. path gnter in covenant ‘with the Lord thy God and
$ign of igrace,,and the seal o, :

. r of the.Cov
:l?g'l:fqi to the infants, already- incly de?@n%‘ﬁgg
it dit T e ing 4t all. when its spnse is examines; and

- sejc dWou beat: against God, ‘rather than agat e
Lord on argument is-the terms 6f the commissi gawnst us,
vor gave to hjs disciples, recorded in Mark 1 -Sl
ye juto all the,orld and preach the pospa] 1o o

first argument,

not sh ot .
shall be damned.” * D, Alexander Car’;onl,1 tl}llg’ tg}’;zfatljs:]tleg:;h

tist i i
4 g ﬂc]lilsa;f)slso;lé :aysI : ‘;7‘_ II1 ax.nkwﬂllling to hang the whole controvers
» 1 Wil risk the credit of ]
my su ; ; i s oo
on);y a:gefz i}r)leSI%OWI.I:g U’l,at according’to this co{;;?gsizsrféggll iovors
and T oy aptized”—page 169— ¢ Here I stand e;1t le‘},zers
sition s i él;%:élrllll.ty ot ﬁarth and hell to drive me from r;’;,cpzd
n. . G 1sireally a if thi .
gn:y;illnvestment of his unde{stax‘l’g{r{galﬁz n}ll‘gg, es s he
s r‘;e(:;e y “Ir_;)éllgilsh‘azve_;tigen bankrupt in that resp
¥ " willing to hang th
ass » R i g e
gbr :%;,s i]yaltlfei: sw;lve ;-ﬂsb think *thgt ‘2 one-sided theory like his
whole ay wovcn to be consistent with'one text, than with.izn
Shrsti ba.t‘ .€, on the contrary,.rest our more perfect vietw &
rest o b ptism nponyall the passages, this one in Mark w'fh ot
that,Chri ! (;;xpress our- M:astet;’s will on the subject. It ‘s d']e
o Ch an oes hot teach )rifant baptism in this pass:a e lifpizl'm
'Y passage In, whick the, pind of Christ»tguc.:hing'th;;

matter w. {
a8 expressed, we would not believe in infant baptism &ny,
]
passagey

more than D¥. Carson does, , But op the other hand , this
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W. nathing against infant baptism, which [ have abundantly es«
tablished by other passages; this passage says nothing about in-
fant baptism at all. ”
» .The two passages which are comnfonly regarded &s recording
the institution by Christ of the ordinanee of Christian Baptism,
are Matt. 28: 19, and Mark 16: 3156, 16. Each of these passages
must of course be literally interpreted, by itself, and.nothing more
can be determined from .them than the wortls plainly teach. They
mast be interpreted also, in‘the light of their historical connectiony
and -in view of all that the scriptures:elsewhere teach-of baptism,
its significance and its relations, Baptism. was not a new thing,
gs a religious rite, The Jews, from time immemorial, had observed
ivers- baptisms. John the forerunner had come baptising. Thre
disciples of Christ themselves, as we know from John 4% 2, be-
fore this had practised baptism, as they had previously been sent
forth to preach, Mark 8: 13, 14, and Matt. 10: 5,7. Our Sa«
viour’s words in these passages certainly do not include all on the
guhject of this ordinance which he designed his Apostles to knowsy
His design in these words is plainly, only and simply to convey
what the words mean. They. had already preached, He now tells,
them that they were always to,continue preaching to the end of the
wor]d (present dispensation.) They had before preached only to
Jews—they,were now to preach to every creature, Gentile as well
as. Jew. They hachbefore preached that the kingdom of heaven
was at land—they-werc now to preach the gospel, or glad news
of, the finished salvation. They had before baptized also, He noy,
tells them that baptism is to continue an‘ordinance of perpetu 13
obligation in s hopse. They had before baptized only Jews—
they were now to baptize all nations, They had befere baptized,
unto repentance—they, were now to baptize into the name of the
ﬁ‘a;her, Son and Holy Ghost. oo
. Now let us proceet to the question of the simple plain meaning,
of the words of these two passages. Matt; 28: 19, “ Go ye
therefore, and discipte (make disciples; &c., Carson adopts this,
translation as well as we) all nations, baptizing them in the name-
of; the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost; teachimg
them: to observe all things whatsoeyer I' have commanded you j
and; lo, I am with you always, .even unto, the end of the world.”,
To-disciple, is to make disciples of., That,is 4o be done, Christ.
says, by first baptizing then teaching., The grammatical construe-
tion plainly signifies this and nothing else. This is the pretise
course the Apostles always followed.in 'every case, as on the day
of Pentagost, immediately baptizing «those adults -which are con-
vinced of the truth of their message, after a single proglamation.
of it, and-afterwards teaching them continuously all,things what-

-
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soever, of doctrine or of practice, Jesus had commanded. Tha
church is the school of Christ; to disciple is o bring intq that
school; baptism is the rite of initiation, and learning is the great ocd
tupation of its members, The commission reads, bring al¢ nations
into this school, baptizing them, then teaching them. N ations are
made up of families; families include infants; infants are’given
us to be taught Christ’s word—to receive the nurture of: Christ’s
house—all churches, Baptist churches as well as others, grow hy
teaching their infants. Ido honestly think, as if on oath, that .thls’
passage does not say anything inconsistent with infant baptism,
which I have clearly proved to be taught elsewhere,

Mark 16: 15, 16, “ Go ye into all the World, and preach the
Gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall
be saved ; but he that believeth not-shall be damned.” Dr, Car-
son insists, Ist. That this passage was designed by Christ, to teach
the conditions of Baptism. I, on the contrary, insist that the
words are plainly not intended to teach one iota on the subject of
the conditions of Baptism. Christ, with as single & purpose as any
speaker ever had, simply tells his Apostles the conditions of salva-
tion, which they ar€ to proclaim. The conditions of salvation he
declares to be, faith and baptism, and one of these conditions is s¢
essential, that where it is finally wanting the person will be lost.
As this is a proclamation, it can refer to those only to whom the
proclaniation comes, that is adults. 2d. Dr. €arson insists in the
second place, that this passage declaring the conditions of baptism,
expressly confines baptism to believers. On the contrary, I insist}
that"even if Christ was here speaking of the conditions of baptism}
which he is not, it would not follow that he excludes infants, be2
Either he includes’
If he is speaking only
of adults, to whom alone the proclamation comes, and to whom
‘alone therefore the warning can apply—it is plain that he is saying
nothing about iftfants. If he is saying nothing about infants, he
cannot be denying"infant baptism—which is, therefore, left just
where it was before, abundantly established by other scriptures:
If his proposition' does include infants, then our precious Lord
Jesus is saying, ¢ He, adult or infant that believeth and is baptized!
shall be saved; but he, adult or infant that believeth not, shall be!
damned.” If infants can believe, acéording to this, they ought to
be baptized ; if infants cannot believe, dccording to this, they mustt
be damned: Surely no christian will accept this horrible alterna-
tive. But what other is there? Is it not plain that this one lone,
and so vainly boasted Bible argument against infant baptism alto”
gether fails? ’

“Dr. Carson has exhibited great learning and ability in other*
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parts of his book, but on this one point oh which he stakes the
whole controversy, and his own reputation, he furnishes nothing
but empty assertion energetically pronounced, No-man, it 15 cer-
fain, could do better, than this greatest of all Baptist champions:
It 1s no less certain that he did his best—it appears evident, there~
fore, that on his side of the question, there was nothing better to do.
Infants are saved, regenerated and sanctified, and they are saved
by the very same gracious merit and power by which adults are
saveds There is but one salvation for adult and infant alike. The
adult is regenerated and sanctified by the Holy Ghost taking of the
things of Christ, and applying it to their souls through the 1nstru-
thentality of the truth known and believed ) _The 1‘nfant is regene-
rated .and sanctified by. the same Holy Spirit, takxfxg of the same
things of Christ and applying it unto them without'the instrumen-
tality of the truth, known or believed. But the virtue does not
reside in the truth, which is the instrument,.but in the Spirit of
God, and the merit and grace of Christ. This Spirit, this merit,
this grace, are: the same in the case of the infant, and the adult,
Baptism symbolizes the out-pouring of this spirit and the commu-
nication of this grace. As infants do have part in the same salva<
tion as adults, so God has given them to have part in the same
baptism. There is no more, or other mystery in the regenération
of an infant, than in thé regenerationiof an adult‘; each-is an aet
of ¢ new creation,”’ and no man can understanfl either.
, Dr, Carson personally believes that infants will be saved, but he
denies that infants are saved by the gospel. ¢ The salvation of
the gospel i® as much confined to adults as the baptism of the go.spgl
is, None ean ever be saved by the gospel, that d,c;es not beheve.
it, consequently By:the gospel no infant can be saved. “We know!
nothing of the means whereby God ré¢ceives infants, nor have we
any business with it>—Carson on Baptism, page 173. Fathers
and mothers, mark this well, for it naturally, necessarily springs
from the arguments and the spirit that deny infant baptism. Are
there two salvations, one by.the gospel, clearly revealed for you ;
another, all unknown, with which you :have no business, for your
babe? Is not the gospel the’ proclamation of the one only possible
salvation? What can you know of that salvation, or what dare
you imagine of that salvation, more than the proclamation of ity
that,is the gospel, reveals? What virtug is there in the merfg
proclamation, except that which belongs to the salvatlpn,lt conveys?
The gospel assuredly is the only revelation of salvation which has
authority from God ; every other salvation must be alike unknown
and unauthorized. Will you give your babies up to that ? All out;
side of gospel salvation is in the pnrelr.‘eved darkness wh_lch cqv_e'red
the whole world before Revelation from heayen shed itsirelieving
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ray. When your child dies, ceording to this'arguntent,’ you cany
do no better than send the little nurseling’s spirit out into the great

darkness, at a peradventure for eternity, without promise "or gos-f
pel, attempting to comfort yourself, if you can, with the words of
the greatest Baptist champion that ever lived, ¢ By the gospel not
infant can be saved ; we know nothing of the means whereby God

receives infants, nor have we any business with it/”? Anargument

which leads to such consequences, and a cause which, engenders:
such a spirit, is not of God.. We unfeignedly: respect Dr. Carson’s:
piety and genius, as truly eminent, but by so much the gredter is

eur horror at the consequeénces of his doctrine.

It has been publicly charged-that Pedo-Baptist churches ‘do nots
know what to do with infants, after they have baptized them.!
The Pedo-Baptist testimonies: on this subject are kmown to all, ands
they fully prove that assertion to be false. It-would take up toor
much space here to quote the whole. testimony at large, but ally
know that the Episcopal Prayer Book, the Methodist Discipline,
the Presbytertan Confession of Faith, alike'declare that infants of
believers are +born within the: provisions of .the covenant, and arel
members 6f the church—that by baptism they are publicly acw
knowledged and sealed in<that church status and those gracioust
privileges ; that they consequeritly haxe a right to-churéh nurtureys
instruction, example, prayer and discipline, and when they come
to years of .discretion, if they are then, through grace, able to disv
eern the Lord’s body, a right to come to the Lord’s table. Larger
Catechism Quéstions, 171 and 172, and Directory for Worshipy
¢hapters.-8 and:9. I intend now, therefore, in concluflion, to state:
as briefly as.I can, the. scriptural view of the significance and ‘bener{
fits of Infant *Baptism, the nature- and limits of Infant Churchi
Membership, and thence merely hint-at the responsiblities restingy
upon church-officers, parents and baptized children. 3

Infynts are capable of regeneration and sanctification—this ism .

Bible doctriney and we have expérience in actual life, of some fa-}
voured ones, who, beyond question,were like John the Baptisty
sanctified from the amother’s womb. We believe that all infants
who die invinfancy, areso, regenerated by the Holy Ghost. To-all
such regenerate infants, kriown as they are, only to the heart-
searching God, thé grace 'signified by ‘baptism, is.in‘the applicas
tion: of that sacrament; not only offeréd, but really conferred.y thes
Holy Ghost—Confession of Faith, chapteir 28. Experience kow<
ever! proves that the large majotitytare not:regenerate in‘infancyy
whether they havé been baptized or not. . And;yet; it never follows
that the dovenant sealed by baptism iristheir case has failéd: They
have-been’bern and nurtured insithe househeld of faith, and: thein
baptism ‘has sealed. to-them-all the benefils-and obligationsof the
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coyenant, to take effect the.instant they beljeve. - They have,been
broughf, nearer than any others to the.blessing ; they yet enjoy all
the,means of the visible, church; their consciences are bound, by
the federal .obligations -assumed by their parents acting in theig
name, and threy are in precisely that position, and sustain thos
relations which the scriptures and experience prave to Be'God’s or-
dinary means of saving souls. y e
In every baptism of an infant there are present three persons.in;
terested, God, the parent and the,child. Each of these three,are
involved in the covenant, while only two of the parties, God\ang
the parent are directly and. personally contracting. ,God promises,
on -the,condition of the parent’s faithfulfess in'discharge of all of
the'obligations which he assumes, that the child shall he placed in
the best possible circumstances for, his spiritual prosperity, anid that,
.as a general law, the parent!s faithfulness shall be blessed in secus-
ing instrumentally, the faithfulness of the, child. . I say,ias a gens
eral law, for we are speaking of moral and spiyitual and not.me-
-chanical relations ; and, otherwise, the child.-would not be treated
as a free moral agent, at all, if his salvation was necessarily ses
cured by the faithfulness of the parent. On his part, the parent.
promises two- distinct things— . -
1st.  The parent believingly recognizes the precious covenant
of salvation, as,offered, not for-himself ?fone, but -inclusively for
his, child with himselfs He, therefore, cordially.accepts it in the
exercise of spiritual, faith for himself and his.child; and as con;
stituted: by: God,the federal head .and,representative,of his child,
he- solemnly* promises in its behalf, binding it to exercise, faith
and ;yield, obedience as soon as it becomes a freey responsible
agent., . . ' N
2d. The parent, in the second place, recognizes his own respon-
sibilities as the divinely constituted guardian-and educator ,of his
child ; that his own faith and spiritual life is the real basis of his
child’s covenant relation to God ; and that, therefore, the benefits
of the covenant must accrue, to the child, mainly through him.
Hey therefore, solemnly promises for himself, that he will live near
to God for his children’s sake; that he will faithfu]ly in depend;
ence,upon-assisting grace, teach it the-truths, of the gospel, its own
coyenanted privileges as an infant chyrchk membey; that he will
set before it-a christian example, surround it with holy inﬂuénqes:,
constantly go, with and for it, to the thréne of ,grace,—in short, to
use, in-its pehalf, gll scriptural means, and invoke upon itrall. spir-
.itual blessings. ’ . e ’
As the child, grows to be capable of lériowing, loving and obey-
iing the truth, the/ responsibilities assumed at its, baptism, pass over,
from.the parent tq;the.child, Now,.as an intelligent, Ii;orzél agent,
™ 6
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he 15’ fully*bound ‘by all ‘the’ pbligations of the baptidmal vows ]
not becaysé’ he consciousdly took'them himiself;’ but because 'unded
God’_s‘o_::onét’itution they wete sssumed for and bound; dpon higpn b‘j
his ditinely ordained .xépresentatives, If the parent ig really wises
ly.faxtzifu}, tgle scriptures and experience adsuté us that sthe‘child
will, ds a rile, accept and fulfill those yows whetr tfxéy becomé
?ns. God is glways faithful. The behefits of*thé coverant ‘aré
:{)‘;r;ysy fttllllly {eil’lfléd, except where His promise is rendered
e wicked oppositi ithet 4
yoid by tb pposition or neglect, eithei of t}qxe' I:hr‘qxttv t?f‘
. :I‘hls" ’Papt1§_m_, ‘as T have before asserted, does not confer yth‘es'é
bbyfengigte‘d privileges and obligations upon either'the pareht et His
ehyld ;' it 'on_ly acknowledges and sacramentally séals those Whitl
began to‘exist by djvine constitution, 'the instaht of the 'infalt’}
birth, He is born,'a mémbet-iof. 3, Christiaz  family in covenanb
‘wﬁ}l;Gqu}?_:[ng visiblé church consists’ of ‘such christian éov:i-
anited'families}; and"¢anequéntly, thie infapt ‘is borh 3 'merabér of
the vigibk ¥hurel, / The pectiltay %riv,ile ‘es yéctired to, hith-by that
.cpvbn'a.r’l'c,r‘of whiéh, hlslbaf‘ftism‘is. the sedl, cbnisift 1 the‘preciots
feans of graet z%ﬁ'or'd%'d by thié spiritual influences of the!dhristiah
famﬂy(an‘d christian charth. Instead of being cast into, the world
a8 "gn aliep, ’l}% $s borrr ¥nto the “school' of Christ, the rursery ‘of
l;e‘ayeh, fr} objectof pecdliar divine regard, The, chyrch 6f Chrigs
%5 the'place of, his nativit}, from birth his, home! The teaching,
the exa.rbple,'&the prayeérs, the discipline of the chyrch, are al¥ hi%.
The fathers of ’_the,cthurc}ﬁa‘re his fathers ; it$ history is"l;iaphe’f‘ié-
tage ; its glbtious traditions, associatidns, frophies, ‘immutiities,
tiberties, promises; propheties and prospects, are all*his, "Wt
:l?a;‘ logg.f' rq]t,uid American l(;i,tilzlenshi 1s, to.the Amerigarr child,
at, ahd 'infinitely mere on a higher ground s ehurch-meinbersh
:ﬁo}_ﬂlé childzes of thé.covenant; feﬂgiw-’éitizens,‘are they Wbieﬂis‘}tl}llg
saint3, and of §ké household of fith. ‘Many have reached this
"blgsse;d poé'l,ﬁq&} ‘Onlg’ by ‘gteat. "la"t%or‘ and sacrifices, and by ‘a gredt
’?i‘rlll(ig (i)‘t’ }f:ﬂt*g%rclgg Sed, ﬂtlléléé frebdom, but ‘'our infants are ffed-bo,
n rl ¥ TS ., . E '- ) oy Meye e
of §°&’§ ot &sé)lfigé:ir. 't fgﬁlh?fg‘,‘grin;leg‘e’s and responsibilitics
t rpust be féthénibered, howéver, tat in the ‘Christian chutch
as' in 'évefyfgth?f.‘?r%h;ii"z‘ed socidtf, "diﬁ'erexitf.ﬁ;iviletges'dgﬁﬁiﬁé
'different udlifictions! Every.freeborn mémber.of thé Givil*bér-
‘munity i$ *a citizén, and Fad a'right' fo'¥any of e’ privilegedof
citizenship; bat every citizen has'not a ¥ight ‘to 4l thé ‘p'fj‘%:;é"‘
of citizenship. , Every cifizen has not a right to vote; and e}%%
Yotet halsF not the-Jualifigitions for'office. This, “iq 'evérjr "Societ
‘depends’upon'sthe’ spetial provisiois, of the chnstitutior of *s )
'sociely, and upon the specials nhitite vf théji)’r,ivﬂé'gé" i ‘questitH.
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Just sq every,churgh~member js not qualified to par%ake of the
grx;mgnionronly those who enjoy a domfortqblpveviciénqg that
ey have passed fr;)ﬁn death unto life, and that through grace t;hef
are able to descern the Lord’s body. And évery communicant had
not the quialifications for office in the church. ‘“These spiritual ghgl;-*
ifications arg, the gifts of that divine Spiit which gives unto eyery,
man sg‘veraﬁy’ as He wills, and they should, be P‘r,ayt‘;rﬁxlly sought
from Him. ., ot .
, It iy the bounden dity of every person bgpti’z"e@ in infancy.
to, conseprate- to, God his whole souly and body, the morhent
he tomes to understanding and moral faccountability, He, doeg
npt belong, to the world—he belongs {c‘? God‘fror})».his birth. , I
the baptized man does not serve Christ, he is not a corhmon sinner
gke\ others. His baptism sticks, to him, and marks him whereyen
¢ flies, as a different sinner from the aliens with Wwhom he asso-
ciates ;' asnot only a reprobatey but an apostate. And as soon as
the baptized man does give his heart, to Christ, it is his privilége
o .come forward and join the innér circle of th?’ gommunicgnts.
%’le dges not then join the chufch, he' was born in it—bpt now
when.his heart is changed he wakes up to his responsibilities-an
rivileges as a chyrch-member, and comes forward in dépendehce
nipon a promised grace to fulfill the obligatjons, and to ‘enjoy the
privileges he has before neglecfed. ~The phrase, jouping’ the
church, applied to a, person already a memper of that church by
birth and baptismy, when he comes foyward {o' the gorhtnunion; be-
iongs fo those who deny’infant aptism., ,If is not only signiff-
¢ant of a falsehood, its use works mést mischieyously in their fa-
your and against the truth, and therefo ‘ea Pedo-Baptist friends, of
all denominations, it ought by all'me;ns to’ be  discontinued, af
gnce and, forever. Lot g !
., Many blasphemously sneer at « hal sprinkling;® Géd’s ordi-
pance, and sillily use that sneer as argument against us, as i
e, or any of God’s people from thegbcginpi,ng ever helieved that
he. virtue resides in the whter. Infant Baptjsm is just what
adult baptism .is, a visjble sigh of an inyisible grice. The sign
is not the grace, it only represents, and by Gdd’s “authority
seals-it. The bengfits of infant baptism''afé not’ then the bene-
fits of ' sprinkling with water, but the’ gloricus benefits ‘of thé
child’s place in the coyenant and the.church, ‘which thé baptism
signs,and §eals. ‘ »

The history of the church is the historys of ‘these benefits;
‘Look around you—Ilook behind you in.the reminiscences of your
past lifes—gather together all the testimonial$ of experience, and
see if God’s promises for the children have been without benefit,
{ ‘assert; on the contrary, that where the parents have béen wisely

“
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, . st . . .
Jaithful, 4 covenanted child’s dyifig without }fop,e is a’singildr ex-
ception. All'our communions “are, withoit question, recruited irt
ar the largest part'by the children of christidn parents. We have'
all seen the eminent” piéty of one generation® bearihg fruit il
the prevalence of piety in many succeeding gemerations of des
scedldants. We have all' $een whole communities, and regions of
country preserve' the unmistakable marks of God’s covenanting
graciously. with their fathers and founders.. God does graciously
bring into all our churches, some from the great world, wha, like
the he,a‘thén, have heen aliens and strangers from their birth. But,
I, fear not to challenge the general and average experiencé of
afy denomination, in proof of my assertion, that the majority of
those brought to Christ in long-settled christian communities, are
brought.by means of those benefits which are the common heritage
f the infant children of beélievers.
., But.it may be-akked, ddes not the same:experience characterize
Baptist as well as Pedo-Blptist churchés? Answer. To be sure
it doés, thoug]!igixn a, légs 'ﬁegfee. They, too, are honest, though
imperfect. believers in Christ; and therefore,"even thdugh urcon-
sciously, heirs of the benefits of that covenant upon which He has
ounded his church, whethdr they will or not. If they are sincére,
gven their ignorance and consequent disobedience of a specific com-
and cannot entirely deprive them of the blessings, of their Fath-
er’s house, howevyer sorely'it’ may cripple them. If a Quaker i¢
@ true believer, his mistake with regard*to the binding obligation
of the gbservance of: the'Lord’s suppeér cannot cut him entirely off
from Christ ;1no more does thd Bapfist’s mistake with regard to'ind
fa‘n;l baptism cut off all thé blessings of God from his house-;
hold. * )
. Is it. asked, why then the necessity of baptizing infants, if those
wha reject that ordinénce may reap'all the blessings it is claimed to
secure? If this argument were good, so ‘also, would be the cor!
responding ‘one of the Quaker, why is it necessary éither to bap-
tize or receive thé communion if I enjoy the merits of Christ and
the comfort of the Holy Ghost without observing either. The
sufficient answer in both cases’is, that the bénefit contended for‘does
notreside in themeére baptisgn, whether applied.to infant or adult, but
jn the covenanted privileges and blessing$ of which the sacrameént is
the seal; and yet that Christ commands the'seal. And again, that
the benefit will always be most, largely experienced where we'most
intelligently expectitin the‘channélgin whicl God has appointed that
it shall flow, and most faithfully observe all of the conditions of"
its bestowment which he imposes updn us. While then we ‘admit
that the blessings of the infant-including covenant are largely ex--
perienced by truly Christian Baptists, who, thréugh ignorance deny

-
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it, experience will dburidantly prové that itS{Beﬁeﬁfs ‘a};‘-'thé nost
richly éxperienced just-in-exact propottion asthé principles of'the
covenant are intelligently understood and‘its obligations farthfully
and prayerfully fulfilled.

For 1t is evident that while our yiews of duty and privilege
are inadequate, our practical performance of duty must be still
more defective, In all of our Pedo-Baptist churches, also,
theré is a great deal of inadequate thinking and feeling on this
most imporrant subject. Our principles need to be more lumi-
nously unfolded, and our duties more regularly enforced. Re-
member that even where pastors and people do maintain stea-
dily clear views of these fundamental principles, how much short-
coming is there in practice. How partial is our religious in-
struction of our children—how imperfect our example—how cold
our prayers.

Do not pastors come dreadfully short, in exhibiting to baptized
children the precious privileges—the awful responsibilities of their
position? Do not elders neglect to fill out prayerfully and labo-
riously all the rightful offices of spirityal culture gnd guardianship
over the lambs of that flock, over which the Holy"Ghost has made
them overseers? Do not all parentscome short in their part of
domestic religious training and discipline? And even in -these
cases, where we both know our covenant obligations and are zeal-
ous to perform them, how often are the effects all spoiled by the
want of practical wisdom in the manner in which we work?
How many zealous parents, with good intentions, ruin their
children by want of prudence or rational tact, alienating their
hearts by want of tenderness, on the one hand, or spoiling them
for want of authority on the other; br who counteract excellent
precepts by bad examples? * And Jow often does one ungodly
parent’s influence bear directly against and so counteract that, of
the other?

‘When all of this ignorance and unfaithfulness, and want of
practical prudence is considered, wonld not God be clear from the
charge of unfaithfulness to His Covenant, even if none of our
children were saved? Is it not beyond adequate admiration a
miracle of grace that so large a part are, as a matter of fact,
brought home at last? O! behold how our Heavenly Father glo-
rifies Himself with grace; so multiplying the multitudes of His
tender mercies over all of our prevailing unfaithfulness and mis-
erable misunderstandings. ’

Committing thi$ subject to your continued study in the light of
the unerring oracles of God, and to your intelligent observation
of His gracious providence toward the Flock of the Covenant,
¥ close by inviting you to join with me in fervently giving thanks
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nd glory to (God. the: Father, :Son-and Holy @host,, for 2l thq
ﬁenqﬁtp we.haye so richly experienced in the éoygpagt guardntee~
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