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. Ix the Lyceum, as it was originally established at, Athens, by Aris-
ol ) théfe',ﬁqg lectures of twp sorts delivered. One course ‘Was
dgfiv“er,ed insthejihording, and was designed particularly.for his pupils;
}ng’no were studying ihe higher branches of philosophy. None hof
he initiafed.could profit by those profyundly erudite and metaphysi-
cal dectures, which taught the p’écﬁlia’r and select doctrines of his
peripatetic philospphy. .The ’sec‘dn({ kind of lectures of the Lyce‘_ﬁm
were delivered in the evening, and were. designed for common use,
and were calculated to exert an extensiye jafluericg over popular opins

ion, and” t& form and govérmr a carrect public sentifient. “These, last.
lectures wete deliveted in a plain fimiliar style, let down tp a legeV
of the ‘common peaple, embracing subjects of general uility, and

suited to regulafe the ‘morals ahd manners of the commuynity.

{ shall leave to others, who have more taste and capacity for such
things, to delivér lecture$ upon mental science and+inetaphysical ab-
stractions, upon philosophical and historical T¢searches, or the refine-
ments of the fine arts. But professing only to be a plain, every-day
man, I expect my subject and my lecture will, in their nature and
character, plainly shew their paternity.

. The subject which I am #bout to announce to you; as that which is
to claim our attention this evening, is one which is supposed to be
familiar to every body, and which most men thihk they understand
perfe‘ct’ly. But common as this subject is, it is one which i$ generally
.despatched very carelessly, as of very little moment; while butfew
men give themselves tlie trouble. to examine it wi_th',,attentiou, and
ira%e’it in all its ramifications and serious consequefices.

fhevery comthon use of gartes- of chiafice, for amusement or
em#lument — the fréquency;of public and private lotteries — the enor;
mous system of fraud, which "grows.out of thévrﬁt"— the extensive in:
fluence of their principles~throughdut the community — the faciﬁty
with which many well-disposed persdns dre seduced into their prac-
tice and. defence —and the fatal consequences of being drawn into
this fearful vortex — all these seem to require an iivestigation into the
trpe nature and proper use gf the Lor. Your serious and candid at-
tention, therefore, will now be invited to a few remarks upon this sub;
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R § : My dudience may now prepare themselves'to hear some neyv’é'nd
. . . ? 5 startling sentiments "advanced, and very.unexpected ground taken in
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of all who hear me, tokithe*Sentiments I shall bring forward, or to the
principles and positions I shall advance and defend. I}shal], there- '
fore, begin, prepared to-fight my way, stepk_y step, against formx@a-}
ble objections, deep-rooted preconceived opinions, ar_xd poPu!ar pteju-
dices — all arising fjom the want of reflection and geheral information
upon this subject. ) .
% But, for fear some one may be needlessly alarmed by this declara-
tion, I would here guard you against supposing that1 am about to de-
" nounce and -condemn all lotteries and decisions of -chance, without,
mercy. Thiswill be so far from the truth, that you will find, before.l)
arﬁndone, that I am a friend to lofteries, and an advocate for. them; in
their ]egitim;te and proper uses; and that it is only against their
abuse, and the dangerous consequences of such abuse, that I meamr
to set mysglf,ti‘r) opposition. , - . t
s- v Then letus now'enquire, What isa lot, or @ dects‘wn by chance, as
it is generally called? A lot is an action, or event, 'mtende.’d to decide
* @& poimdt, without the aid, or beyond the conirol,.of human sk?l% or power:
Tllis definition includes every- form of the lot, or any decision, which
in common Janguage is sgid to be left to chan(?e. ' ' .
Thus, whether-tire lot, or the chance, consists in drawing a ticket
\';',: out of a lottery wheel, after it has been turned roundsto preYem collu-
’1 sion ~— or in the position of a die, which is.thrown, after beidg rattled
i in a box — or in the particular distribution of a Pack of cards, aftfar a
8 promiscuous shuffle —er in the tossing of-a piece ?f money—is a
matter of no moment. The principle of the aclion, in all t_hese' cases;’
i is still the same; the decision to be effected,.is designedby rput be-
!“;si' yond the control of human skill or power. o ‘
A My design is to show that every such dction, or decfswn,' is a direct
1 appeal 1o the Living Gdd, as the Governor of -the Universe ; and that
18 his holy providence is concerned in all such: events. K o
| Now, I would bespeak your cool and deliberate attention to the
“ arguments about-to be adduced, and you will ﬁ@t}mq ere ls-fft:‘ﬂ?ln@ﬁg
seclarian in this dogma, nor is it fraughtswith as much a.bsurdztg&_ o5
syperstition, as you may at first have sipposed.. For, if it be not an
| appeal to Deity, what is it? not a reference to a,fm.m?n ?rllfunal ; for
il it is so constructed as purposely to exclude man’s jurisdiction. NQ(
4 is it- a reference to any other creatures, superior to man';'for this
would be to ascribe to such creatures the attribl'ne of omnipresence;
which- belongs to God alone. VYould ygu‘say, '1t was a-reference, to
4 *-.\___’_chance? “That is downright athezsn.t. Chance, in.commion Harlar:ce.
i mreans something which happens 1n a manner unforeseen o;‘l urex-
] ;:?cggdly by man. In this sense the term is harmless enough. But
when used philosophically, i. e. when.apphed to the*doctrine of cause
and effect, it is either absurd, or it is blasphemous. For what is
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chance ? [t either has a real existence,'é%it has.not. If not, thens
when.you say 4 lot is determined by chancé, ygii say that'it is defers
mined by nothing ; —i. e. you say, here is asenisible effect, produced!
by to* cause at all, 'This' is- pure’nonsense. But if your chancer -
has a real existence, then, pray, what-sort of a bejng is it? tEither it
N “has life, intelligence, or power —or it hasnot. If 'nat, themYod"say‘w-:.
that thfere are millions of effects produced (for thereiare millions of
N lQ'tteries»in the world) by a cause which has neither power, nor intel-
ligence, nor life— that is; you say that milliéns of dcfions are perd
formed by an agency which is essentidlly'incapable éfiany actipn. )
whatever. And this is as, pure ani absurditfeas'the other. ' But if you
say your chance is a living, intellizent, active being,'I would ask,
Who is it> Where is it to be found? Or’how yod, got your know-
ledge of it? You must certainly imagine it to possess on&n‘i[n'esencé
and .omnipotence, for you stppose. it capable of‘prodd'c?h'g‘.’*at;mthq‘ AR
same time, millions of effects in millions of places.” And this you
have found out a being that displays ‘the perfections of Godj:and jet
is no God. This conclusion is as blasphemous as the othet-is'insanes
There is no retreat. Survey the-subject in -any' possible light, gnd
you are driven to this ‘issue, that the lot is, by the'very nature of the!
case, a-direct appealto the Living God, who ‘'overfuled and governs all’
things; and-as the appeal is to Him, so his providendetregulates the’
event. ¢ f K ' 1o
But to many it seems irratiodal;"if* not irreverent; t6 suppose that
the Great Eternal God, who inhabits eternity, should descendto such
little affairs, and. take cognizande of such-things as only administer to
our amusements; or agitatefour passions. They can conceive well
enough of a providente which keeps worlds in their orbits; and legis-
lates for the- universe. This grand general ¥iew of ‘the subject fills
them with magnificent ideas, as they suppose, of the Great Supreme:
]?u?, to such petty concerdls as the common incidents of human life,
thep Woukjudge-it bereath his majesty and felicity to attend ! 1§
This sort of argumentatiofi is not the only instance in which atheism:

puts on the clouk of revérence or the Deity. t ‘ e

i I would not assert that all- who adopt such notions, or who use suc

. language, are‘atheists; but that the doctrine itself is atheistical, there.

l can .be no doubt. It makes a distinction between a‘general.and a
i}'* particular providence, admitting the former, but exploding the latter.

According to this doctrine, we are to believe that Jehovah rules the

whole of his univers¢, but has nothing to do with its constituen‘t";_',m’
' parts; or that he has fixed certain laws by which its operatioxIS'g‘m

aq, indépendently of his intérposition. o

A fine race of creatures, truly! that car live; and move, and-havé
«their being, in a state of complete separation from the inflience and
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co,.nﬁ'ol of their Creator! fAccording to this scheme, he has had no
sort of snfluence over gthem; nor interest in- them, from the moment
he gave.them out .of’his plastic hand ; and never shall have again,.
during the.whole course of their existence:|, *

And ag for thps‘ who dream of his presidinl pver suns and stars,
withoug noticing tl‘lg puny inhdbitants of our globe, they might with
equal.reason dream of his creating suns and stars without-his having
pelittled himself, (forgive the expression) by creating men,and beasts,
snd insects, dt all: for that which it is mot unworthy of him to create,
is'not unworthy of him to preserve and govern. It would gorely be
inverting all propriety, to rhaintain that, in proportion as creatures are
feeble, they can 'dispensza with his fostering care; and that, ratiopal
creatures, formed _fpf immortality, are exempted from the* empire. of
his law : fophowever artfully the sophist may play off his quibbles, a

ougd. thiffd “will perceive that, without a particular and over-ruling
providencé, man.cannot be an accountable being. - +

; This .doctrine of a particulari providence; extending even to the

most griyizilhoccurrences, pervadés the whole system, of Revelation ;.
and isstéred with the utmost precision and perspicuity. - Texts of

Scripture without number might be quoted to prove this doclrine, but

e must content ourselves, for the present, with only one or two.—

+“Are not twb sparrows sold for a farthing ; yet not one of them fall~
eth, to the ground without your Father’ — ¢ But even the very hairs
of ‘your head arg’ all numbered.”” What can appear of less impor-

tancesthan the perishing of a sparrow ? —and what more worthless®
and insignificant than a hair-of one’s head 2 And yet the faithfuland-
true witness has said that both these are:the objects of the divine re-

gard. The great philosopher and political economist, Malthus, uses

this language : ““ It accords with the most liberal spirit of philosophy,
(says he,) to believe that not a stone can fall, nor a plant rise, with®
out the immediate agency of divine power.” Thisis good sense, ands
Chtistianity owns it all. 1If, then, the Providlen.qgfbf"G'dﬂ“d' cliephd
disposes the most minute affairs, by what fedsoning shall it be proved
10 have no concern with lots ? —espedially since he has declared that
the lot is ufider his immediate inspection and control?  “The lot i3
cast into the lap, but the whole disposing thereof is of the Lord.)’ —

This will be decisive with him who, in simplicity and reverence, en--

quires after truth. But as arguments addressed to the lovers of disti~
paticn ‘and-gain are apt to make the worse appegr the better reason, we

%as, shall pursue a little farther this atheistical denial, that providince is

¢Bpcerned in the drawing of a ticket or the casting of a die. ? ‘

To deny, then, that the divine providence is conceined in the deci«
sionk“obtained by lot, is to deny thét it has any concern.with indivi-
duals, or their actions; for it cannot be shown that the.government
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gif' iod ;f')"ects any _z_lzdipidual”‘ or any aﬂi'oif,"ibu;‘fuf)bn the"b‘raaé prira
; ;)S ° o ?ts exten’d}mg to" every iﬁdividuat Aand-ghery’ action, If the
,gmx ion ‘of my opponent be correct, "4 Ying of distinctiod must ke
‘ wnﬂbetwe’en those "persons and those pctions' which ate urddér hi
immediate control, and thbse persous’and those"dctions’ which rarls
:xhot. Ir the;ge are n}dividu‘éls to'whom his p}évideﬁce,'whic i %n’oi
duear] name for fnpl'govem?l.ent,‘doe.s not reach, thés all such indivi-
S ls are hxc‘ar'n!)ted from' the obligations of his law, dhd are reithen
» .. % wF 3 «
cc’oumlablve‘nor dependent ; for'it is' absurd to, falk of depe e, aii :
law, and tesponsibili i e dchgndehce iy
, ponsibility, while you éxclude LeRr Y 5y for i
God's asdertaining f: ot d Mgl BN s il
3 de) g facts, motives, and charagters, that lays ‘“the onil§
praper basis upon which a erfeétju* ient cani) fut' fi’;, e 0“1{
or b perfe e formed.
Bu:t;,) otr: ;Reh(;;he; h:anfi, 'th dx'vme prbvidence émbraces all, persons,
but o)b'a {t r attions, it follows that the's'.‘ct'iohs"thus'smitte:i‘j‘;xr‘é
}riOdsu{.J%c .to the d:vme‘law,' and' of course that men aj;t:,‘:i ‘én » ééf‘d S ;
periO%’ ; 9|rai%ves afenable’to God for their conduet, and a‘t? é,n(:)tﬁg; i )
] re niot amenable ;' ahd, 'between :
period ' these two stat it *
with and without th g : : A K
with y e law'of God, they ‘are i ibrating. ' Bt
how'sin they Khow, 1 , they ‘are perpetually vibriting. Hut
en these alteérations take place : nat
- ‘ v th lteral place? God hasn
‘;;';aieaillt;- How, ;hlen, daél théy find it out? Certainly no jﬁ'rficiofx%
‘ e reconciled torsg Inisel 4 sub [ inching
argdimont : i erqb!le a subterfuge f;rogﬁﬁ a pmq‘hl,n'

“ The dilv- Los .

‘evefhe&]ci»hn:ly‘ aIternahYe, then, is, that the providence &f Godredi’i'eé;:s

To, Zr‘ ﬂﬁégc;t?: nz‘:‘hmdg.i If_’ the former, then even the érawix;g_x of %
. a did — ifrthe Iatté Sl intd Sthei

Tot, or f cast G%'(i o tfé if'the Iatter, we are plimged infé titheism

oo eve,r 2 8 God at Joes ”n'ot supetintend and ‘govern. the world
y thingir o o abolit t, is 1o God at all. b ’

1

We no fdsrs o X
e’ }}: .Cdr‘me,rw ich is Wis: “That God has fized certaihg laws 'if

7] o A "
larsh _!){'::ms; orld —that fle docirti, of chancés, fouilded pon thege
& ’ 9 c v 107 — 1 I e e 8
on ey zf’?ﬂ“‘x{ﬁgy @{;g %a{f“h_{t%?n - and thal their operation’is fh‘e
(mbét'sbeg"o Al WA Jhe combination of chances.”” "This s the
TOSE spetious o jection*thaf*can be advanéed on that si fe b
Ject.‘ I'r'e‘adxly asse tmm Fher 2O n that side of t}ge sub=
o gl'Oll‘ﬁJéd«'u ,O;n.ttc.»?h(.e proposition, bl‘lt contend that 1b'ej'objec:.
dmourits *té mo ffnéig’ t}gnel_tt}}:fanfztzle ot'impious. FoTiLi— for jt ‘i
caﬁses’ or bymeagzs Of Y, llw‘k l?, 11 'le the ‘MOSI H‘!g’h acts by 86‘(.‘0.1;&
kauses can et yith e o of hatute ;' unless, indeed, thgse s¢copd
Lave my’fo}éé x’zus‘(tmt him,’oy separate from him. The ob'gg{ii)n to v

& me 3 . !
Yhen, it js Infm,o'tys:—'l-f i-aina"‘t!mf“hey cani so act without God. "And :
it so 'fa‘} as it:is ‘carﬁe; ot s;,'-ﬂ‘e‘s a the whole ‘fojernmieiit of God ~ " f
n v P aTy e e 'y ‘
the laws of hatufe, as th : {:o‘{g}: the mediurn ,of ‘physical laws, g
oficern in‘one two, s they are called; fof if, his providence has ‘n
ba%n all sdch ! ti‘o" 0:’ ’lf’e ty actions, it must be-equally dnconcern-
actions orevents. And thas \Jg arfive at’lhé"o]d. in'f';- .
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"yYou,shall not tell me that my,rationa\ or moral natur
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p
ence again, ** that Godhas nothing 10 do tilh us or our affairs.’ =5

This mode of reasquing, pushed a, littlé, facther, would expel every
thing b,ui‘ pxhysica‘l: aws, OF the\ laws of nature, out of the universe ;
for'if I may shut my, Maker out of all events, happening according to

thege laws, why x‘}‘oltrexcluQe,myself and every rational agent? And
why not refer

i1 set;, my nejghbor’s house on fire, oF cut his throat,
he class of facts happening according to the laws of

these actions tot
which is only another name for the Jaws of nature ?

muscular motion,
&
e acted through

,the igstrugpentality of the fire-brand or the ’kpi‘fe ; because this is te
resort to {yhat you just now denied, viz., ' that intelligent and moral
ower éver acled by phisical means, or through the established laws
of nature.” Os my principle ¥ admit your solution, but then, it spoils
your philoso hy " for 1 shall as soop believe that an axe can hew

wood without the agency of man, as that physical events can be prof

fduéza,' or natural laws e};ist,.yvf}hout the agency of God. And Ishall
hand, to:be.my

deny the he\ying‘of wood, with an axe in my
‘own act, as. to_deny the production of -an. event, brought about by
“physical laws, to be;an act of, divine providence. In truth, all mworal
*yrder is maintained, ahd all moral eyents come t0 pass, by the inter-
*vention of physical law. Apd thus the conclusion forceg itself upen
us; that-the disposing of a lot, or the falling of 2 die, is as,much and

s t‘rp}y,‘th? act of God, as if he,weye t0 perform it,by some, visiblesin-

:‘te‘rps)sition‘; and, ghe;'eqfore, a wantop or needless ap_pealw to- him, by
the lot, 15 2 prqf'apation of his name, and of .course becomesan im;
pious act. It will not avail'to plead ‘tthe unseemliness of supposing
1hat men of profane minds can, when they pleases compel the Almighty
use themselves, of

1o become umpire etween them, when they wish-to am

try to filch away each other's propertly, by a-game at cards or backgams
mon.” Here e have a specimen of atheistical piety aggin. To siva
thé Almighty the trouble of administering his government, in this wiekx
'ed, world, they would shut him out of his ki dsm.‘alﬂfge\thefrw{
¢ 'The'same, objection would apply to ancoal ;'{andvthlere are-many

‘oaths uttered around the card table -ahd the apparatus of a gambler.
. Shall men of profane minds compel the 4(n5ightu,~dqytlgeiquglea,
sure, to ascend his.throne of stale, to notice and, decj.d,etion>s;qegriqg,
anJ_p'urjuries,.and blasphemigs 1 Such language 18 irreverent, and
ought not to be uttered. The argumeni, however, may be,retorted
{hus: * Shall the laws of God’s world_mbé‘suspendec}, r‘his-or@ig,ary
agency interrupted, becausg men choose, to be wicke ? Shajk they
- oblige him to work miracles, in order to keep himgelf out ofithe way,
Whenever they may incline to sport with bis prpxi('l‘ences_?”a, Nayl+
is appointments stand — his laws and his govémment go,on —ang

* his ageney ip them ceas‘g’g not for a moment; and if men:will,pgrrets:

9
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1hém to an
unholy use, he will nof
y . . X not is” y
th;r frlme or their punishment alter h!f coh;’Se {o prevent eithet
ut o exhibit this matter in a1 e
. natter in another li 1 '
is not to be i . other light : If the divi ¢
considoron inconsxdered,«m the decisions of the'lot w‘}:‘e I_)r,oﬁldence
what prineipl any other action? And iftin no "oil’ler Yo tor b
pray? Ts the gan thero be any religious worship? Why shouid men
of gambli ,oo igh to leavd them inf their Y B0t e
ing, and"then come at the} pastimes, or Seasons
when they chooe to pray ? a th.exr‘beck, in their hours of troubl
tetribution ? pray? At thisraté, how can’ ; -
ion? TFor this proceed ) an’there'Be any future
God’s perpétial presenfe a:; ® altogothey pon the subPOSition. of
or-earth buthi »and agency —as “there i in He
imself, who'is"always present, im e¥ 11'; :I(:;E ]L:l}?el?iven
, beholding

the evil arid th

e good, and-Wwho i .

. ’ i

every man according to his workss, therefore, capable’of refidering to
. “ ,

The sum is thi
this: Th : ’
: : That against the int .
erposition of God’s c 3
; provi-# e
RN

«dénce. In decisi
cisions by lat, th )
do . y lot, there can be advan ]
not lead directly to atheism ; e o guments whic!
sophistiog e 10 ath ; copsequently, all sach argum
o Hrovidonn Th——and a decision by lot, is a decisiin ?'n(t: ar’é.
o Providen i; . e lot, therefore, in every form, and . d O(’i 1
e mamé n appeal to Hn, and ouéht to be ; if usod p
Ay the. t suited to such a grave and serious bL"sed, 1 need ut
proper use of the lot i how it
used. oo proper u ¢ lot is— when and how it
coneidoradt ol ;v 1t isawfully profined’ and abused ‘V.lt\ e tobe
i sﬁa]i o ar.as(;he short reminant of our time .W—Iﬁre now orbg
g i w undertake to et of
o show —w th
, 'Yoalfd whe}rlr, and how ib ought to be use’:lat the properse offtho fo
.may have' observédd, t :
o pomay ha , that, thus far in our’ 1
) d, th 1’ argument, i
the bible vyon ﬂ:iiz of l:l.le seriptures; notbecause vger 1?;:{1’ v'ery 'h“.]e
subject —the bible is fiill of it yv've eﬁsliald a
. . shall, even

now have' M L

t very little time: fo

only quote a few # arguments from that quarter; we can
b

- I a .
e B fy"mc P ssagei{t angI sh;ll hfwe‘ to despatch even these
Ié'-oommi y doctrine is clothed with'autﬁpifty

much higher than
that of
God’s own dracles. -“The lot ?‘cihal‘gumént. It has the authority of

sing thereof is. of the Lord.” s cast itto the lap, but the whole dis,
the following assumpti " Thi¥ text cannot comprehend I }pof’
ptions: 1st. That, as-soon as the lot | esstl;d
eaves the

hand of man, it §
. , it passe$ into’the han:
tion. of the lot to its i o*the hand of’ God
o its issue'i . 2nd. That tlié di
edges the result as ssue'is God’s own act. 3rd. That h e e
+ Can,there r 2 Judgment given by himself. - That he acknowl-
3 emain any d .

Is.there an o Ay Gubts on 'this poi H .

) suspicios point, with i ind?

y suspicion that the reasoning upon ’it ma’yzse"i,us mind? ..
ave been over-'

strained, or the s :
ense of th in i
then . e passage P A
compate it with a- few otﬁér"s%:r?il)ltxsr'a(lluf? ted mistaken? Let ui

acts. ’

The, Patria )
‘ e Jacob, on his dying bed, foretold, by the ‘spfrit of

g
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LECTYRES i P ! jection js more Specioys, thantsolith, a5 may easily be thide
. his gonsganhd everd marked out wi " Do . -1t is incorrect in,its facts,; for 2lthough theve gro i
; rophecy,.the f;u{l}t%.cond{uo‘[-l ’ffz)fwth‘e p:dmised Iabid which seveﬁl difecting an, appeal to ber made 1o him, by'lot, fof
g Preat precision the very districts his parting: blessjiig, was equa );. : i Poses, yet ‘there arm others, and thosg not 3 féw, in which
: gf thegy should ipherit, Moses,ilnf :heptribqs - Ahd yetrthe land o ‘ i
Q . veral, o 4 : :
. h regpect to,ge v
partioulyrit

t,helr;. ln]lel‘lt n b9 dlvque qﬂ was to be pd“”ded: out to the“l
ance l? \manﬂ’ a
vt 1

d] ne COmlnh\ ’ lnd 50
3 unde
¥

> nown Dature, designy.and yge of the lot,
2nd. The Objection we are cbusidering Is incorrect irhjts assumptiony
wall £ the nation. : ' . ]‘ the ViZ., that it was the spBcial Djunction of @od which.’convefted thd
N Bliazur, and'the;pl-lnc}paig_lﬁ,en:t.he first: Kingy of Israel: Sasu ;nuel K lot into ap appeal to hirr;s'elf:.whereas,‘ the injunctidnlpresupposéé
. TThusg, also,,in"the e-lqcu’(;'n]gc;h'aman, wats pointed out. to ! ao'ned w;,;\.: such an appeal to be amess?nual part'of-' tl,_le lot; ang, inlappoi.nting“
gon of .Kishyof the, tr-l't;eroge'lht"fgﬂ as the man twhorh ?M }?;s:;r; a R 7t t0h bg erfn{))]oyed on speqigl.occa 'né,-?he,,éeﬂl‘y madeluse of a fowy
i : bv. cla *a “in F t LR A yes ] . » 7
the, prophet; by, Sp§ “ind the,Lord hadtold Sflm“le'e 1 twill.somch { :n‘c ”:) 0 “rmdgmght‘hima.tter l;le s ?xéi d;}rmp‘tnbuna ,lg.pfefere.ncé
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14 (34 o - . o . "
: o k-Saul apart, al . d Hdth anointe * 4 widen C.iththe ot most certainly tends) te t o e
. tion, Salr!ume 100 . ¢ is" se .Lhe Lor 7 " b i - "”;9' X ' Y s S - )
!(gpd,kissed'l?im"‘s.?a‘l“d'f!3 %l.d’h "":I:t ’lscb?’c auLet'it‘be remembere”d’\}h%;;% . . Erpﬁ the wi-foile of the foregoxng~r,e§n:hks;’: we collect, ¢ Tﬁabthg
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2. LECTURE{ '
« Thus théy are presented in scripture. On the ohe hand it is sdid,
“ An oath for confirmation is an end of all strife.”’, On the other
hand, ‘““The lot.causeth contentions-to cease, and partetlf between
the mighty.”” The parallel is exact, and leads, in the next place, to
consider, *“ When is the use of the lot proper ?”’
. In the general, in all cases of importance,.which must be decided,
and cannot Be.decided by other means, in the exercise of our reason.
The lot may also be used.for the.prevention and terminatioh’of strife.
The case must also be important. For appealsi to the Living God,
with thoughtless frequency, ox upon trivial occasions, is an impiety
which cannot be indulged with impunity, nor-thought of without
horror. The case must also be gﬁﬁicu]t, and such as our best discre;
tion wouldbe incapable to bringto a safe and comfortable issue. For
«if. we appeal directly to the judgment of God in things which may be
fairly and. wisely settled.without so appealing, we depreciate the use
and valpe of our own rational* faculties, by superseding their proper
exercise — we disturb the order which God has established, byi sub-
jecting the tribdnal of human reason to the tribunal of his supremacy ;
seeing we .attempt to abolish. the inferior tribunal of human reason,
by withdrawing causes from it which belong,tosits proper jurisdiction :
‘and thus impeaching his wisdom, and:nof;honoring his throne, we im-
piously tempt the Almighty, and provoke him to inflict a.curse upon
. us instead-of a blessing
& Cases.in-which the lot may be lawfully resorted to are such as these :
The .division of property, when the portions of it are adjusted with
impartiality and skill, and yet the claimants cannot #gree” among
themselves about the distribution. The appointment of men to an of~
fice. or service of peculiar interest and hozard, when mare men than
are requisite are at hand, and appear to possess qualification and dis+
qualification equally balanced. The selection of victims, whend t‘l}gi%%\
are several involved in the same crime, and are under the same:con-
demnation ; but the government, leaning to mercy, yet resclviggfto
make, an example, requires only a part of thescrifninals to suffer.
. Many other cases, which may readily’be imagined, might be added.
. I have one more question to be answeted, which is, ‘““How should
the use of the lot be conducted 7" As the use of the lot, according to
scripture usage, is an act of religious worship,.the glorious Majesty
of Him with. whom they have to do should be seriously present to the
minds of the worshippers. Passion, levity, and indiffefence, should
be carcfully laid aside — the narhe of God invoked by prayer — and
the lot cast, as under his eye and control. When-the issue is de-
uélare’dhthe parties concerned should repress every feeling-of resent-
- ‘Tneht or dissatisfaction, and acquiese with promptitude and reverence,
as they, undoubtedl{{\\:pu]d have done had their Almighty Umpire
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rendered himself vis; i i i
s hear;ng. isible, alid given sentence with an audible voice in
]'.?here cannot be a happier elucidation of the right manner of ap-
plym.g the lot, than is found in ounbible. Allusion it now had to ;If
;:;lwn, by the 'e]even Apostles, of 3 colleague to supply the lace
o x:)tfif:ii:ethe t;znori l’,I'hey knew that an appointment to the ap(fstole
could only be made by their master, 1h ' y
y the Great Head of th
cﬂ:lri(;ih. ‘Th‘ey k.new, however, that an Apostle should have- czrtais
%‘h lc,flt;(ons, whiclt Peter; one of theix number, had just enumerated:
lhuc;y 0?';(1:1 ?round among the brethren, and foung two who werc:
.uponqtl}x]a; xmc:m. l:I‘ht(;]y ha(]l now gone as far as they could go in fixing
, o . v
Y rules presc:;}t;glzi] But an insuperable difficulty
. s ere were fwo.who
be fully yetequally qualified, while only one was needed"tq,afS??:iﬁetiz

ranks. e j
anks. They, therefore, very justly and propetly determined torefpr Y

4 .. . .
b]:{a‘ocjeczxo; to their Almighty Saviour. Having set -the candidat
heart: Of‘oH, they i)rayed, a{nd said, p** Thou Lord, who knowest t}?:
allmen, show whether oféﬂ{ase two:th ’
hoart 0w Whe ; thou hast chosen; th
traagsuz:lises.parft' cl)lf this Ininistry agtl apostleship from which J udaxast ll:e
: hb sion fell, that he might go to his own place. Andth !
orth their lots, and the lo fell, upon Mathias; and he w e
with the eleyen Apostles.” ’ e numbored
T L . .
o thl;e ii‘ii:l;zsv::s&ﬁcfe:e};i' thl; profound submission as the decision
: rist. himself. Not i i
wh;spep of doubt or discontent wag hpa(:'d " soul disputed it "'l\{Ot ‘
apprised my hearers, at the outset, th
: 3 utset, that they woyld '
:‘ore. IIconcluded, an advocate for the use of thz Iotu ’.[‘fjr}d (i
r:st ha.ve.now redeemed ; for you have had the )u;’x o Plfﬂdge :
N . . j
:)esx:;y&trix::(; upolr(; this snb'_]ect, after the most serigys and diligent i
g ‘¢ouid pay to it. I have now advanced and def‘enaded tll?-
e

llotteries & suché as God authorised and

comm'and -— i -
1 Such as our S.a our Sanctioned —_— and Such as th i
E(l \4 e n

p. - . .

spire FI:I II EEIHHI ed. et a g 0 IE[I E,”lt elr

use Ot the IOt) be gOEelned by ‘hese l‘u]es and plmClpIes, and they

[leed not 1eal meetmg lhe apptobatlon Ot h]m “ho 18 to be (h
elr

ing propositions, viz.: 1st That the lot § ;
' ot is a direct a
:zﬁn@r%vem?‘; of the world, foundeq apon the fiig o ang:tliéolGOd' a5
ina grg;;w ence. 2nd. That when dsed on proper Occqsliloz;ts,?ver-
o proper manner, both of which have just been ex lained. § and
essan’ act of high and acceptable worship of God “plained, it be-
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From this doctrine, ther conclusion is plain and Jirrésistible, th.a!fa'l:
unnecessary, light, careless, or customary uses of the‘(liot, areosx(géld
and to be avoided as profanatiohs'ofthe name dnd provi (‘anc.el am.i

Both the lot and the oath are based upon the sarlrjle ;‘pntl.ﬁclp f(:;, and

i iz.: The Being and Perfections '
respect the same dogtrines, V12 Per fong.of - Jer
ityp—- his universal control of all events — and his partx(f:ular }:‘zar.
dence‘ in governing all his works. The sinfu]nes(; czifprqll'c‘lr.lsl;airing

’ - . — ]
i ists i i levity the name of Go 1
ing consists in treating with ty the : impainng
oug; sense of his majesty — in weakening the restraints “Wh‘;;}:i‘l;s a,?
‘ i in tl us}
thority imposes upon our lusts and passions — and in thu réinanci
the influence of practical, atheism. If, then, the lot be an org{

if it in~
of the same general pature as we have attempted to prover-lf it
volves the same,homage to God

.government and providence — 1{';::
. . .
is calculated to promote the sameygreat moral and social pu.r?:;im;
ul s religious tisbof it is of the same compies
avhq.can doubt that the irreligious GS\QL: = © o
\'vith the irreliZgious use of andathjand, like it; t')elongs t;)1 thitchc)l:
of taking God’s name in vain, avhith he has saxdldhe \:’Ll onnmy ol
| i ho would not, b -
dtless? We question not, thi{ many W . ’ :
e ne 3 i h, are in the habit of mis-
ir li th @ profane oath, ar
«count, pollute, their lips W1 ane | n the e o he
i i nscientious geruples w .
applying the lot without any.co ¢ ‘ T
ﬂ}:)z?szn ?s to be sough{ in their want oﬁ,lnfomganon aEd riﬂb?tto'r; ;
is nt in} the lot 1
1 e less certainjjthan thaby
at they sin, however, 1s not th pthar ‘
Th;etal toyGoci Their sin may be referred td their 1gn01iance,dbl}11t that
P essi invinel i heless culpable, and the ex-
{ .sit be invincible, is neverthe ble, ‘
B alid i iring information,
cuse'-grows less valid with eflery gp})ortunslty of acquining 3 X
i i their ways.
nd with every call to consider . o . ’
) But as ¢ geieral truth is often best perceived in its’ details, wr; fl‘]?::e
now just opened our subject so far as to be prepdred for exen}lf) ;yarif
-o“l' Jrinciples, by pointing out some of the many ab}lses_ whic 1suéh
comI:nonly made of the lot and games of chance, which are 10 o
common use {or amusément, but oftener by gamesters, for t.he purp
of stripping their silly and unguarded fellow men of their propeksh
i sation. -
+without affording the least compens ) ) o
wjflkf(:,cch femainsgunsaid, to do justice to this S}lb]ect. t{k dtl}s]:{:.c;l;[;
h games as are innocent 10
|d be drawn between suc ' "
s};(zllllre which might be used for amusement 1'nn.ocemlyl, andf 1;1;;1
n mes,whicb in :heir own nature, would be criminal, and a pfo a;m'u,
e of God’; name. Games-which-are used purely as tes;s.ojfts :
aili trengih, may be innocently used, for amusement- an
agility, ofh‘:,lre z’més of chance, or which}nvolve the lot, or tl)qse of
. while ga ) , ty O e
healith ’d naturegsuch as cards and backgammon; angd otheys, 1;1volw1(r}0§(;l‘.
xe ! . .
:“;}1;( chance and skill, are always criminal when used ‘fllt,he;r el
(r)nusement or gain, and, in’ their copsequernces,, draw after<them, &
3
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ndturally lead to, the most disastrous resultd. -Ang last, though not* .,

least, that very common and most insidious, and therefore the worst
and most dangerous species of gambling, the wide spread systeni of
lotteries. These are grave and serious subjects, intimately affecting
the morals and prosperity of a community, dnd which imperious]y ask,,
for discussion, that public sentiment might be enlightened and held "
awake to their secret and deleterioys influence. It was my intention,
when I undertook this subject, to Shave gon'e more at large, and to
have carried it out into its practical results; but I have trespassed al-
ready so long upon your patience, that I shall have to forbear. Should
# heteafter appear desirable, this subject may be resurhed, and some-

* thing more like a finish- given to it, at some future occasion, leaving
you in the. mean time an qpportunity of digesting.what you have al-
ready heard. '

It is probable that some of myshearers have been startled-at"the qo-
velty and strangeness qftsome of my ppsitions and arguments, while
others'have been more amusetl than edified ; and it would be well if’
some may not have been-offended of dissatisfied at hearing their for-"
mer opinions, and practice, too, represented as unjéstiﬁable and pro-

fane. Whatever may hdve been ?he effects produced by this discus~

sion, if it-should set people tor thinking and' reflecting upon the sub-
ject, one object Which!KI Had in view slall have been gained. The
subject demands more serious-reflection and examination than it has
ever yet réceived. Bring open and candid minds to this work, and I
"have ng fear for theyfesult.

I ;shall conclude with.oneword t6 my judicious, reflectipg, and
learned hearers : :

Py
L]
. . 3 " . 3 * .
“ 8i quid DO{ISU, rectius istis, !
Candidus imperti; sinon, his utere mecum.” £
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