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Safeguarding Life’s Hid Treasures

THE 1929 BACCALAUREATE cADDRESS

N the parable the man who selleth all

that he hath in order to secure the

treasure hid in the field, illustrates a
universal trait of human nature. Man is
ready and cager everywhere and at all
times to sacrifice a thing of lesser value
for one of greater value. But value is a
relative term, for no one’s scale of values
corresponds precisely with that of any
other. A man finds his hid treasure in
various fields of endeavor; for one the
hid treasure is sought for in the chemist’s
tube ; for another it is hid in the nature
of the atom or in the germs of a dread
disease ; or out there in the swinging stars;
or amidst the dust of books in the deep
recesses of the old world libraries; or
there again in the fame and honor and
power which crowns success in the various
callings of life.

With these obviously various judgments
concerning the values which appeal to
mankind there is a question which sug-
gests itself,—is it possible to agree upon
something which has supreme value? Su-
preme value I would define as that which
we are unwilling to sacrifice in order to
gain any other thing, however valuable
it may appear to be. There is something
of this nature which I am sure all of us
here would be willing to admit possesses
for us a supreme value, something we
will hold to at all costs, and never loosen
our grasp of it in order to seize upon
that which we are constrained to confess
has lesser value. That which bears the
stamp of supreme value is the integrity of
our personality. It is our hid treasure,
known only to ourselves, that may never
be sacrificed, or bartered, or compromised.
There is nothing of comparable value, for
one to possess if it is necessary to sacrifice
self-respect, our honor, or our word. To
feel self-abased in our own eyes, that is
too great a price to pay for wealth or
position or any other advantage that may
be gained in the strenuous activities of
business or professional competition.

By John Grier Hibben ’82
President of “Princeton University

There is the limit of concession, beyond
which we dare not go.

Two PossisLE DeFects

F such is the supreme value, the first

consideration in our lives must be the
safeguarding of this treasure. There are
two ways by which the integrity of our per-
sonality, the wholeness of our being, may
be impaired,—either through structural
weakness or through the arresting of the
development of our potential powers. To
insure structural strength “the arch must
stand the thrust.” The breaking point
often occurs through the weakness of the
minor rather than the major members of
the structure. In the late afternoon of
August 29, 1907, the great cantilever
bridge across the St. Lawrence River at
Quebec gave way of its own weight. In
the official report of engineering experts
the mystery of the fall of this bridge was
made clear. No parts were at all defective,
they were equal to the load they were
calculated to bear; their combined
strength, however, was wanting because
the parts did not hold tightly together.
What are known as the secondary strains
to which the structure was exposed had so
loosened the several parts of the central
chord that it gave way under the pressure
of the primary strains, that is, those
strains due to the actual load which a
structure must support. This tragedy of
engineering enterprise may well be taken
by us as a parable of human nature.

The second defect that mars the in-
tegrity of personality is due to frustrated
possibilities. Here I would leave the me-
chanical figure and turn to that of vital

Aga:n, the hingdom of heaven is like unto
treasure hid in a field: the which when a
man hath found, he hideth, and for joy
thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath,
and buyeth that field.—MATTHEW xiii 44

growth. Where there is no completeness
of development, that too is a tragedy. The
integrity of personality depends upon con-
tinuous growth and where that is arrested
the man fails to attain the full stature of
his possibilities. What is it that brings
about insidiously the deterioration of
character and arrested growth ? It secems
to me it is due to the habit of sacrificing
higher values to lower. We will all con-

fess that in our composite nature, part

man, part animal, the claims of man are
of much higher value than those of the
animal ; but where we begin to compro-
mise and to yield and to sacrifice the
man within us for the animal, we are left
defenseless. Where there is the habit of
allowing one’s activities to be stimulated
through the senses rather than to be de-
termined by conscience, reason and will,
we are in the way of danger. That, how-
ever, which most seriously of all, in my
opinion, militates against the full devel-
opment of the powers within us, is an
inveterate inertia, common to us all. There
is within us a native tendency to yield. to
the luxury of indolence, to drift with the
current of the daily happenings of chance,
and to shrink from paying the price of
sustained effort. Thus not only are the
great opportunities of life missed, but
also there is a failure to realize to the
full the possibilities buried deep in our
lives. It has been said that “we are all
meant to fulfil something in our lives,”
and if we fail of this fulfilment it is
largely because we have allowed our-
selves to fall into the habit of yielding to
the inertia of our weaker self.

INTEGRITY OF PERsoNaLITY RELIGION’S
EsSENCE

F the integrity of personality, the full-

ness of life, represents supreme value,
we should recognize the further fact that
this ideal forms the very heart and essence
of religion. This is implied in Christ's
familiar words, “What doth it profit a
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