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PsarLm, xciv. 16. - .

Who jbdl{ rg/e up for me againft evil-doers ?j
" Who jkall fland up for me againfF the
. workers of iniquity? L

T HESE are the words of David the fon
+ of Jefle, and King of Ifrael, and evi-
dently fpeak his concern for the intereft of
Virtue and religion, and confequently the
happinefs of the people over whom he was -
deftined to reign, ‘They imply the great
and oppreffive cares infeparable from a crown,
and” the burdenfome nature of the charge’
Cf.)tnm:;t,ted to a fingle perfon, together'with'
h}S.laudable: anxiety to difcharge the weighty
d}lties of his ftation' with honour.and a good
confcience. . The Jews had long been the
Peculiar “obje@s of Divine care, and Pro-
v;dfnce had on- many occafions: futerpofed in
" C B . .. their
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their favout, protecting them from dangers;
and delivering them from the hands of their
enemies and oppreflors; yet they could wan-
der aftray, provoking God, and forgetting
their obligations to his goodnefs. “ They
could break in pieces the people of God, and
affli® his heritage. -They could flay the wi-
dow and the ftranger: they could murder the
fatherlefs, and condemn innocent blood ; and
yet fay, the Lord fXall not fee it, neither fhall
the God of Jacob regard it*.” His appre-
henfions of danger from this great defeGtion
from God, and the increafing boldnefs and
infolence of the wicked grown wanton by
profperity, 'the Royal Pfalmift could not con-
ceal. To give a check to immorality and
1rrehgxon he devoutly withed, and thought it
full time to begin the work of reformation 3
but, confcious of the weaknefs of a fingle
arm for that purpofe, exclaims,  Who fhall
rife up for me againft evil-doers? Who fhall
ftand up for me agaigft the workers of ini-
quity ¥ -

Favourcd however, bya good Providence,
as the ancient Jews were, there is a nation
which this day boafts fuperior bleflings, both
- of a temporal and fpiritual kind; a nation

- ® Pfalm, xciv. 5, 6, 7—21.
‘ . for
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for which God has been pleafed-to interpofe
atfundry times, and indivers manners, proteét-
ing it againft enemies uncommonly formida-
ble, loading it with benefits fir beyond its de-
ferts, and - fecuring to it privileges, natural,
civil, and religious, of ineftimable value.
The nation to which this defcription refers, it
were needlefs to name. The pi@ure is too
plain to need an interpreter. Every one that
hears me has ant1c1pated the”application,
But fhould it be afked, is there no forgetful~
nefs of God, no infenfibility to his goodnefs
to be found among us? Amidft fuch unde-"
ferved favours and-mercies as we enjoy, are
we duly thankful to our heavenly Benefac-
tor? and-are there no impious murmurs and
complaints to be heard -in our fireets? Is
there no defe@ion from:- God, no alienation
‘of heart and affe@ion from our king and
country, no dereliion of principle to be laid
to our charge? If there are-many among us,
who cannot be deemed {uch fober and vir-
tuous men, {uch gentle and traétable members
of fociety, and fuch faithful, worthy, and
well-difpofed Chriftians as the law of the
land,’ and the fpirit of our holy religion re-
quire, the duties of this day are wifely en-
jeined : and all muft confefs the neceflity of
‘B 2 - calling
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callxng home our wandering thoughts, and
the .utility of calm and religious rcﬂqc-
tions. :
Far from takmg it for granted that pn-
“. vate vices.are public benefits; we fhall ra-
ther fuppofe, in general, that the fum of na-
tional happinefs is in proportion to the de~
gree of virtue exifting in the body of the
people. . Whenever any. ruler obferves a fpirit
of diforder and irreligion- mcreaﬁng in the'
nation, if he be ferioufly concerned for the
honour of God and the public good, and
fenfible how inadequate the influence of a
{ingle e:iampl'e is to work: a reformation of
manners, the queftions of the ancient King will
very naturally come from his mouth. ¢ Whq
thall rife up for me againft evil-doers? Whq
fhall ftand .up for me againft the workery
of iniquity ”—Now, an "anfwer to. thefs
queftions, .in our prefent circumﬁancés, will
furnifh much matter of ferious thought on: this
day of National Humiliation before God ;
and we fhall be naturally led to inquire, who
they are among us, who mayjuftly be ftyled
evil-doers ; : and by what marks-and charaGers.
the workers.of iniquity, fland: diftinguifhed:
and, fecogdly, to urge the neceffity. of union
among ‘thofe  that do well, in] order to
ST, 100 B : fruﬁrate
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fruftrate the defigns, and Weaken the hands,

of evil-doers.

‘ But before we enter into.a fubje& of fuch
~ impoftance, it may not be improper to make
‘one general obfervation. . Although it be cer= -

.~ tain that the good and bad meet together in
fociety, yet fo clofely do the light and fhade
m human charatters touch each other, and
fo often are men deceived by appearancesy
that in. judging of our neighbours, much
caution is always requifite to avoid rath opi«
‘mions and miftaken judgments. To God
alone unqueftionably it belongs to judge of
the human heart; becaufe he, and he only,
{ees.all the:fprings-of ation, and is perfeily
acquainted with every man’s fecret views and
intentions. Let no creature, therefore, pre=
fume to ufurp a prerogative, which belongs
only to the Creator. In religious opinions,
in .moral and political fentiments, thea may
differ and not be bad members of focjety.
The rights of -private judgment are facred,
and good policy will make allowances for ‘the
infirmities of human nature. Far, very far,
from the profeflors of true religion be that
burning zeal; which is notaccording to know-
ledge, wh\ch prompts - perfecution -for con-:

fcxence {ake, -and- the extermination of all;.
. whom
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whom we are unable to pérfuade to be of
one heart, and of one mind, with us. Let
Charity never fail. It becomes even the wifeft
of mortals to remember, that.they are but men,
fubje& to error, and encumbered with frailty.
If it hath pleafed God to form his offspring of
different tempers of mind, as well as different
complexions of vifage ; and to permit a mix-
ture of good and bad men in the world ; to
his will we muft bow, trufting that all things
are wifely ordered, and doubting nothing, but
that the condition of mankind, confidered on
the whole, is the moft praper for anfwering
the end and purpofe of trial and probation. .

- "Admitting then that human nature is blind,
and that fubmiffion to the will of Heaven
is the indifpenfable duty of all men ; it follows
not, however, that we are to treat all alike,
and make no diftin&ion in our judgment and
opinion between the innocent and guilty,
the :pious. and. impious, the juft and unjuft,
Every man is refponfible to fociety, if not for
his thoughts, at leaft for his words and a&ions.
Though Chriftians are forbidden to hate any
man, however vicious and criminal, and taught
to prayeven for enemies; they are not required.
to tolerate vices and c¢rimes. For what pur-
pofe wag reafon given us? but ta act up to
' the
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the dignity of rational beings; and can any
man be faid to do fo, “who calls evil good, and
'good evil, who puts darknefs for light, and
light for darknefs * 1 Nor is much learning
or deep penetration requifite to perceive thefe
differences. They are as widely diftant as
eaftis from weft. In general, good intentions,
plain fenfe, and a moderate fhare of know=
ledge, are fufhcient to fhew every man ¢ what
is good, and what is required of him, namely,
to do juftly, to love mercy, and walk humbly
with God 1. Though the human heart be
deceitful above all things, and its motives
and principles of adion fo difguifed that we
cannot always form a right judgment of them
yet, as the external condud lies open to every
eye, it is of that, reafon claims the privilege
to judge; and the moral principle implanted
in us, when preferved unbiafled and uncor=
rupted, will feldom fail of pronouncing a fair. -
and righteous judgment. This principle is
to the mind, what the eye is to the body,
given and intended to enable us to perceive
the right from the wrong path, and to guide
us in the way of fafety. Man was not blefled-
with eyes that he might fhut them, and
run blindfold into errors and dangers; nor

® Ifa.v. zo. + Mich. vi. 8.
 yet
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yet with reafon, and judgment and confci-
ence, that he might abufe thefe gifts, and walk
dire@ly contrary to their light and guidance.

It is not of man then confidered as a rude,
folitary, and independent wanderer in the wil-

dernefs, nor yet of man devoid of moral, fo-

cial, and religious principles, that it is our

bufinefs to fpeak ; but of man related to his

Maker, of man a member of fociety, ca-

pable of piety and impiety, of good. and

evil, and refponfible for his general con-

du& and converfation. If there exift a

perfon, whether fool or philofopher, who

either fays in his heart there is no Gad, or

claims a right to live as if there were no

God, we muft pafs over him as one that has

renounced his title to be ranked among the

number of rational, moral, and focial beings.

For we cannot conceive that a béing endued

with reafon has any right to ac the ‘part of a

brute, or to live without God in the world..

‘Nor is it poffible to found a fociety upon the
grounds of immorality and irreligion. It

ought to be remembered, that, antecedently to

all human laws, the relation between God and
man fubfifted, and our oblxganons to religion,

arifing from that relation, were incumbent

,upon us ; and moreover, that thefe obligations
would
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would remain fixed and unalterable, tliough all
human laws and inftitutions were abolithed:

As foon as we are fenfible that God is, that he

is the moral Governor.of the world, and the
rewarder of all that diligently feek him, we
" muft believe “ that them who honour him;
he fhall honour ; and thofe that defpife him
fhall be lightly efteemed *.”” The firft diGtate
of nature, after our having a fenfe of our
Maker, is, that he is the proper objet of our
love, reverence, and adoration. The better
we are acquainted with our Heavenly Father,
Preferver, and Benefa&or, the more we fhall
love him; and the more we love him, the more
ftudious we fhall be to pleafe him in all
things, With what cheerfulnefs ought man
to give homage and glory to God, who
gave him all that he has, and upon whom de-
pend all his expeftitions? and being con-
fcious of our relation to our Creator and Go-
vernor, -how naturally fhall we love his off-
fpring, and fulfil the feveral duties of our fta-
“tions and relations as fovereign and fubje&,
-parent and child, mafterand fervant, debtor and
creditor? True religion is therefare the fureft
bafis - of all order and government, and the
firongélt tie. of human fociety ; for as it con-
fifts in the love of God and man, itincludes
' L 7T e gaml a g0, o ' l
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all the virtues; upon its foundation, as upon an
immoveable rock, all morality is built.

It is true, the modern {chool of vanity and
fophiftry has laboured to fet afide old dif-
tinCtioris among men, and to introduce wnia
verfal equality. But vainare fuch novel arts 3
and were it poflible to-day .to reduce all man~
kind upon a level, to-morrow fome diftinc~
- tions would take place.” Never were theretwo
perfons ‘on earth exaltly of the fame com-
plexion, figure, ftature, and firength ; never
were there two men perfectly equal in all re-
fpe@s, having the fame powers of body, and
wholly alike in their mental talents and exter=
nal circumftances. Thisvariety, for many wife
ends, was originally appointed, fixed, and efta~
blithed by a law of nature, and runs through
the works of creation, vegetable, animal, -and
rational. In no point of view, perhaps, can
man be faid to be equal, but in the fightof God,
who is no refpecter of perfons; and in the eye
of the law, which knows no- diftin@ion be-
tween the higheft and loweft ‘tranfgreflfor
The.law being the fupreme arbiter "of right
and . wrongy and having. the life, liberty, and
property of every individual under its.pretec-
tion, muft take cognizance of: every -evil-doer,
infomuch that. the. higheft member. of .the
community can claim no more right to fet
) law

Py oo -
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law afide, and take away the life of the
loweft, than the loweft can’ to fubftituze his
‘will in piace of law, -and take away the life

of the higheft. : ' ot
* Further, with refpe& to hberty, a bleffing
fo precious, and fo univerfally and defervedly
-efteemed, it 'is' neceflary alfo ‘to make fome
‘diftin@ions:  The liberty of a rational and
focial being confifts not in living as he lifts,
‘or in the abftnce of -all ordet, law, and go-
vernment. On: the contrary, where there
is no law in a community there can be no
liberty. Were all'members of - fociéty pet-
feQly wife; juft, and good, there would be
no occafion for laws; for of what ufe were
laws where there ‘could be no tranfgreflion ?
Hence we are taught, ¢ that the law is not
made for the righmous, but for the lawlefs and
difobedient *.” - Such, however, is the pre-
fent felfith, depraved,’ and corrupt ftate of
human nature, that every day we fee indi-
viduals laying claim to rights and taking liber-
ties which belong not to rational and focial be-
ings. “*As far,” faySalate phdofophcr *€as,-in
any firiftance, the operation of any ‘caufe comes
to refirain the power of felf-government, fo
far flavery is inti'odu’ccd 'f.-”' This_ principk

# 1 Tim. Ly,
‘4 Price”s Obfervat:om on Civil bearty, fg&.

¢z . can
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<an ‘be applicable to no fociety of rational
.creatures, but to the fingle favage or rapacious
‘wild beaft of the foreft. For whatever may
be the rights and privileges of a folitary,
‘lawlefs, and independent man, as foon as we
enter the focial ftate, every one of us muft
{urrender fuch a fhare of thefe as is incon-’
fiftent with the common good. This facrifice
.all members of a.community are required to
make, Itis the price which all muft pay for the
bleffings and_ advantages of; the focial flate.
-Were any member of a community to claim a
-right-to rebel againft his Maker, and to injure
‘his neighbour; might not others, with equal
.juftice, lay claim to the fame privilege? or were
:a whole kingdom at gnce to break loofe from
religious and moral obligations, and each indi-
‘vidual’s hand to be raifed againft his brother,
~.where would be the liberty and fafety of the
‘focial ftate? Would not the howling wilder-
.nefs be a happy refuge from inhuman, hands,
.a place of habitation far more defirable than
fuch fociety founded upon the bafis of immo-
rality and 1rrelagxon? No fooner, then, does
‘any man, or body of men, prefume to pafs
he verge of moral juftice and religious duty,
-J‘hé,n,they, enter the region of darknefs and
devils, where all mutual love and confidence
is loft, and reciprocal fear and jealoufy,

,hatrcd and T mJunes, eternally reign.
Nor
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Nor are the laws of juftice, morality, and
religion peculiar to one tribe, or kindred, or
nation, but common to.all men; laws of uni-
verfal and indifpepfable ;obligation, without
which, no fociety' can exift, no liberty can be
enjoyed. Every member of fociety, from
the higheft to the loweft, has an unqueftion-
able right ta labour for his daily bread, and to
enjoy the fruits of his honeft labour; but none
can have any right to rob, murder, or fteal. A
man who has no. religion, no fear of God
-before his eyes, no apprehenfions of a future
.account, may harbour in his bofom fentiments
of impiety and blafphemy, and fecret defigns
of treafon and rebellion,, and efcape with im=
punity from human laws, which cannot reach
the thoughts and intents of the heart ; but as
foon as he is feized with a {pirit of profelitifm,
and begins to diffeminate his blafphemous
thoughts and rebellious purpofes with zeal and
.diligence to the injury of his neighbours, he
becomes not only an evil-thinker, but an evil-
doer, whom, by the common law of felf-
prefervation and defeace, every good member
of {ociety is bound to curb and reftrain.
Then, inftead of a harmlefs perfon, he be=
comes, in fa@®, a furious madman with arms
- in his hand, * fparing none, but ftill fporting,”
- wholfe frenzy we are bound to difarm, not only
out
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out of love to others, but even out of compafl-
fion to himfelf. Nay, the beft proof  we can
give of our love to his perfont is to tear
the weapons from his' hands, and deprive
him of the means of doing mifchief.- In

- like: manner, no man is® prohibited ‘to" keep

poifon in his -clofet ; but, if he choofes to
le&ture upon its virtues to the ignorant and
unwary, and to difperfe it through fociety as
a fovereign remedy for all diforders, then he
becomes an evil-doer; - whofe .mouth: and
hands, by all laws, human and diviae, -ought

tobefhut. Nor is fuch reftraint any infringe-

ment of the liberty of . rational -and focial
beings, but, on the contrary, eflentially ne~
ceflary to its prefervation. The will of the
individual is left entirely free, and may be.
ufed to every purpofe, not pernicious to him-
felf and others. It is only when the will
choofes to do mifchief, and when man becomes
an evil-doer, that the law. mterpofes with its .

‘checks and- reftriCions. It is only the abufe

of this free will, which is the objett of legal

reftraint and pumlhment A llberty to do evil,

and to perfevere in evil doing, is the liberty
of a devil, not of a rational and focial crea-
ture. What is the defign or end of all laws,

" ‘divine and hmmmP but to be a terror to

evll doers, and 4 prote&tion to them that do
well.
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well.. None, therefore, can have any thing
to apprehend from the laws of juftice and
morality, tempered with mercy, and mildly
iminiftered, but workers of iniquity; and
when every member of fociety - has freea
dom to do all things confiftent with common
juflice and equity, and is reftrained from no-
thing but what is prejudicial to himfelf or
others, he certainly enjoys liberty to the- full
extent of the word; and, in reality,as muchasa
good man fhould defire; nay, as much as Pro-
vidence hath allotted to be the portion of ra-
tional and focial creatures in this life.

Such are the bonndaries drawn by the uner-
ting hand of Nature, beyond which, no mem-
berof fociety can claim any right to go, confift-
ent with common juftice and equity. Suppofe
ene perfon to lay claim to the privilege of
doing ‘as much evil as he pleafes, and multi-
tudes to join him on purpofe to eflablith the
empire of immorality -and irreligion ; then
matters will be brought at once to an iffue,
and a trial of firength muft neceffarily take
place between good and bad members of fo-
ciety. It is impoffible that both can agree;

for « What fellowthip has righteoufnefs with
unrighteoufnefs? What communion hath light -
with darknefs? What concord “hath “Chrift

T with
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with Belial ®”  Their interéft lies -in op=
pofite fcales, and as the one increafes in
weight, the other muft decreafe. * No man
can ferve two mafters,” repugnant one to an=
other, and drawing different ways; ¢ for
either he will hate the one and love the other,
or elfe he will hold to the one and defpife
the other. Ye cannot ferve God and Mam-~
mon 1.”

~ Nothing is fo offenfive to evil-doers as the
luﬁre which virtuous charatters fhed around
them. This light loads them with perpetual re-
proach. They hate the light, and love the dark-
nefs rather than the light. The wicked league
together, and plot againft the juft, and public
danger muft always increafe in proportion to
their numbers. Of this inveterate enmity we
havea livelydefcription in the Book of Wifdem.
« Let us,” fay fuch confpirators, ¢ lie in wait
for the righteous, becaufe he is not of our turn.
He is clean contrary to our doings. He up-
braideth us with our offending the law. Heis
made to reprove our thoughts. He is grievous
unto us even to behold, for his life is not like
other men’s ; his ways are of another fathion.
We are efteemed by him as counterfeits: ‘he
abftaineth from aur ways as from ﬁlthmefa.

%2 Conviig 15 | fMath vi. 24.
' 1§ He
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He pronounceth the end of the juft to'be
bleffled, and maketh his boaft that God is his
father. Let us fée if his words be true ; let us
prove what fhall happen in the end of him,
Let us-examine him with defpitefulnefs and
torture, that we may know his meeknefs and
prove his patience. Let us condemn him with
athameful death ; for, by his own faying, he
fhall be refpe&cd * - '
- Such is the nature of that emulation,
envy, and hatred fubfifting among the unjuft
againft the juft. To evil-doers of every kind,
fixed laws, fettled rrovernments, and fteady
governors, areever difpleafing. They hate all
rule, and all legal authority and power, and
combine in orderto fubvert them,to render laws
impotent ; and by means of brutal force raife

~ themfelves above the fears of punifhment.

There is nothing fafe when the wicked can
confpire and promote mifchief at pleafure;
neither life, nor liberty, nor property, where
the popular voice-of the day is the fupreme law.
Who can be greater flaves than thofe who
have many mafters to obey ? The rights of
man oppofe but a feeble barrier to the progrefs
of popular phrenzy and outrage, and the rav-
ing paﬂions of a gxddy and lawlefs mob All

*andom, i, 12, 14. 19,
D Co large
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large aflfemblies are fubje® to fudden and
.violent paffions, which are roufed and in-
flamed by mutual converfe and collifion.
. Though no numbers can change the nature of
_crimes, ahd murder will be murder, and par-
.ricide parricide, whether perpetrated by one or
.by a legion ; yet it is certain, that wherever
multitudes are engaged in lawlefs undertak-
ings, and face hardens face, as iron fharpens
iron, they will often commit crimes, at the very
thoughts of which a fingle perfon would
dhudder. Of this truth hiftory abounds with

inftances for our warning and inftru&ion.
Times were, when we were taught to be~
lieve, that the Ruler of the People could do no
wrong. Now the cafe is reverfed, and the
do&rine of the new fchool is, that the People
.can do no wrong. Their voice is blafphe-
moully pronounced to be the voice of God.
But woe to that nation where the people’s
voice is the fupreme law ; and to that indivi-
dual whofe life lies at the mercy of a popular
tribunal! How fickle and capricious are their
-humours? How fluQuating and unfettled their
“opinions and judgments? . Did hiftory vouch
-that none but evil-doers fell vi¢tims to popular
rage 5 this, though it could not be an excufe,
* might, doubtlefs, be fome mitigation of men’s
7 : diforderly
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diforderly and riotous pra&ices. But the ma-
lignant genius of Democracy can but ill brook
fuperior ftations and fortunes, or yet {fuperior
talents,learning, and merit. Even innocenceit-
felf is not fafe before the judgment-feat of the
people; for inftead of the criminal, thieir brutal
arm often falls upon the excellent ones of the
earth.. Not tomention recent inftances; howfre-
quently has the lawgiver, the patriot, the beft
fiend and benefator of fociety, been fe-
le&ted as the obje@ of popular hate and ven-
geance? By whom was a Solon and an Arif-
tides firft revered and idolized? By the peo-
ple. 'Who next banifhed thefe eminent
men? The fame people. To-day- they
exchim “ Hofanna to the Son of David;
blefled is he that cometh in the name of the
Lord to fave us.”- To-morrow  they cry
aloud, with one voice, crucify bim, crucify
Izmz*,” and “releafe unto us Barabbas, Now
Barabbas was a robber t.”

Such are the effects of appeals to the voice of
the people, and thé abfence of law, order, and
good government. Such are the rath and arbi-
trary judgments of republican tribunals. They
ftand upon record as beacons upon unfeen and
dangerous fpots of ground, to warn fucceeding

* Luke, xxiii. 21. + John, xviil. 40,
D2 ages
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. ages to beware of thofe rocks upon which their
forerunners have fplit. Say not in thine heart
therefore, that the People can do no wrong.
Under their fan&ion and authority, crimes of
the deepeft dye have been committed. Shew
me the man devoid of religion, and-I
fhould Le glad to know what reftrains his

_hands from any crime, when he is fure of ef- -
.caping with impunity from earthly tribunals;
or a large body of people, who neither fear
God, nor regard man: and what atrocity is
there, which fuch a many-headed monfter is -
not capable of perpetrating? Let us not de-

- ceive ourfelves, or permit ourfelves to be de~-
ceived with falfe and fallacious ideas of uman
nature, and fine-fpun philofophical theories
of its innocence, its goodnefs, and innoxious
qualities ; while the volume of hiftory lies
open before our eyes; and he that runs may
read its manifold errors, crimes,. and enor-
mities. Let us not foolifhly imagine that a

~regeneration of the people will be the natural
refult of a republican inftitution; or that a
mere transfer of power and property from
old pofleflors to new, will inftantly produce a
reformation of manners. To diflipate our own
fortune, and greedily to defire, and run raving
mad after the property of our nexghbours are

things
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things by no means uncommon or incom-
patible. Loofe principles and lawlefs hands
are dangerous neighbours. Alieni appetens,
Jui profufus, was the chara&er, firft of a perfon,
and next of a people, thoroughly vitiated
and corrupted ; and both were Republicans.
The one is the neceffary confequence of the
other. Boundlefs expence requires bouad-
lefs fupplies ; and infatiable avarice, an income
which nothing lefs than unlimited power can
procure. A people can no more be faid to be
free and happy, when needy, turbulent, and
defperate men have it in their power, when-
ever they pleafe, to endanger life, invade
property, and difturb the public repofe, than
whenthey groan under the yoke of afingle arbi- -
trary tyrant. To enjoy liberty in perfetion, law
muft have its free courfe ; for it is not poflible
to remedy evils, and remove grievances and
complaints, when its execution is in any way
interrupted. I have known both what it is
to live under the government of law, and in
a ftate of wild anarchy, where legal authority .
was fufpended, and the popular voice reigned
without controul; and cannot help depre-
cating the return of fuch ticklith times. If,
notwithftanding the beft laws and govern-
ments, both divine and human, much evil
] exifts,
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exifts, and many difturbances happen in the
focial ftate; what a fcene of trouble- would
this world be, were thefé barriers removed
out of the way, and a ‘general licence given
to the workers of iniquity 2

To come homeward—Since man is born
for fociety, and cannot enjoy the bleflings of
the focial ftate without fome kind of govern=~
ment, in which it is neceflary every mem-
ber fhould acquiefce, and fince fome muft rule,
and others obey; What is the duty of both
Prince and People? ¢ He that ruleth over
men,” fays David, “ muft be juft, ruling in
the fear of God;” and treating mankind with
tendernefs and indulgence; ¢ and he fhall be
as the light of the morning when the Sun
rifeth*,” whofe fuperior fplendour fcatters
every cloud. It is the duty of good fubjefts
highly to honour and refpe& the perfon of their
Ruler, and to yield a voluntary and cheerful
obedience, not to his will merely, but to his
lawful authority. Or, according to the rule
fixed and eftablithed by the Great Teacher of
righteoufnefs ; As every ruler thould govern,
as he would defire to be governed, were he a
fubje& ; fo every fubjeét fhould obey, as he

* 2 Samuel, xxiii. 3 4
would
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would- defire to be obeyed, were he a go-
vernor. Here is the great rule of equity, to
which no rational and focial being can poffibly
objet. It includes all the relations which man
bears to man, and is obvioufly defigned for
univerfal ufe. Itisthe even and perfe&t balance
in which every fuperior and inferior ought to
weigh their a&tions. Nor is it poffible to draw
the line of duty between oneindividual and an-
other, or between one nation and another, in
fewer or better words.. It is a law which muft
remain in full force and obligation as long as
fociety exifts on earth ; and, but for the difufe
into which it is fallen, this rule of right reafon
would prevent almoft every quarrel, private
and public, with which the world is agitated
and difturbed.

As Mofes once faid to the Ifraelites, bent
on worfhipping a golden calf inftead of their
Maker, “ Who is on the Lord’s fide? Jet
him come unto me*;” fo it may be faid to
us. Nay, fays the modern philofopher, to ftand
on the Lord’s fide ! that were an:old fathioned
pradice, illiberal, and a fure mark of weaknefs
of underﬂandmg What! fhall impiety be
efteemed the telt of genius’; and the robbers
of our beft pofleflions, our ‘religiods prin=

* Exod. xxxii. 25. .
ciples,
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ciples, the only men of liberality of mind !
Is it poffible to do greater violence to lariguage
and truth? In the fill feafon of public fe-
curity, impiety, like a noxious weed, often
fprings ; and profperity ferves to nourifh it.
But let us not forget, that it is impiety that
awakes the fleeping thunders of Heaven, and
draws down public calamities upon a guilty
nation. To this caufe, Tacitus afcribes the
heavy judgments which befell the ancient
Jews. And Jofephus, their countryman, de-
clares, that * as no nation ever fuffered fuch
things as the Jewith, fo no nation fince the
begmnmg of the world, did fo much abound
in all manner of i 1mp1ety *

Befides, -vice is the evil genius whlch
throws all affairs into diforder, and the moral
and focial world off its hinges. When it is
afked, Who fhould ftand up for me againft evil-
doers? the anfwer is fhort, Every man that does
and means to do well, without exception. The
difference between virtuous and vicious cha-
raters, efpecially when men run to extremes,
is fe plain, that it can fcarcely be miftaken by
any perfon; and the rule of judgment is
likewife plain; ¢ By their works ye fhall
know themt.” Having the knowledge of

* Jofep. de Bel. Jud. lib.vi. cap.11. 4 Math. xii. 30.
o what
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wbﬂs good, and what God requireth of us,

m men: niult fland neuter between virtue
ad vice.  * No man muft waver in his

. mind, or Halt Between twe opinions.” To

tispurpofe the words of eur Lord are clear
ad mequivocal. * He that is not with me,
isagainft ‘me; and he that -gathereth not
with me, fcittereth -abroad.” Though ini-
qiity abounds, as- muft be confefled and la-

. mented, yet there are but too many among

w, who efteem it folly to ftand in the gap,
or fem that rifing tide of effeminacy and ex-

mavagante, lukuryj -and diffipation, which
" threatehs to éverwhelm the nation, relaxing

is netves, ‘and -poifoning its morals. We

"~ lové to take our ‘¢ale; to eat, drink, and be
merry, and give ourfelves ho trouble about

~ preventing the increafe -of ‘immorality and

:rréhglon So very flexible and polite is the
virtue of the -age, that we can fit and hear
the profarie fcoffer and impious jefter, not oaly
with patience, but pleafure; and liften to men
who deny the faith, and fet at nought our beft
hopes, without any fymptom of either pain
or indignation. : This is not charity, but a
bafe and ignominious compliance with folly
and wice. ' It betrays not moderation of mind,

but Ueteliion of principle. It is a:bafe and
R cowardly

EL LY T
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cowardly defertion of the caufe of God and.
man, confidering {in as an enemy too for=-
midable to be oppofed, and. its ftrong holds
too difficult and hazardous to be affaulted.
Better things are certainly expeéted from men
favoured by God with fo many privileges
and advantages. Such, however, it is to be:
‘feared, is the true piGure of the age.
Hence;, through the growing boldnefs and
infolence of foes, the indolence, timidity,
and lukewarmnefs of friends, relxglon and
virtue_ languifth and decline ; while vice and
mﬁdehty appear with an open and unblufh-
ing countenance, threatening us, not only.
with convulfions and troubles, the natural
effe@s of fin, but with the punithments of
Heaven, which natxonal crimes and . ;corrup-
tions always deferve. .

On the whole, if, to dlfcourage impiety and
vice, and promote a reformation of manners,
it be incumbent upon virtuous and religious
men to affociate and ftrengthen the hands of
civilrulersand magiftrates, invefted withlawful
authority,and concerned forthe honour of God
and the happinefs of fociety; furely it cannot
be deemed needlefs to weaken the power of
evil-doers, and to ufe properprecautionsand all
prudent means of fruftrating their wicked de-

: figns
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_ fignsand machinations. In the days of peril,’
" itbehoves every lover of humanity and juftice,
_ eeryfriend to perfonal property and national
fecunty, to rally round the ftandard of our
" Kingand Conftitution, and ftand forth in the
_ public defence againft every enemy, foreign
" and domeftic. Had our foes obtained the
* object of their withes, and fucceeded in their
* diabolical plots and confpiracies, where would
:“ we have been this day? Not worfhipping
God in his houfe, without fear or diftra&ion;
© pot% taking fweet counfel together, and hold-
L ing peaceable fellowthip one with another;™
© but at large, upon a ftormy fea, without
~ chart or compafs, and involved in a violent
~ contention one with another; about what ?—
* about the chief command ; for where no one
- perfon had any right of preference, and
all were equally mafters, the ftrong arm alone
- muftin the end feize the helm, and forcxbly
- command obedience.

Finally, Let us not only be thankful
to God for his great goodnefs hitherto ex-
tended towards us, in prote@ing us from
fecret plots and open violence, and deliver-
ing us from fierce and formidable enemies;
but continue to be fober and vigilant, both
ﬁudymg and ftanding in the beft pofture of

E2 _ defence,



b 3]
defence, until the  wifhed-for' oppertunity
offer of removing all fears, and reftoring 19
the nation ftability and repofe. Nor let any
among us deem a reformation of manness,
a chimerical and impra@icable. undertaking,
What has been, may be; fo that, under the
countenance of Heaven, it is only requifte.
that each of us promife and undgrtake for
one, and a national reformation will be an
obje& by no - means unattainable. . Good
laws are certainly precious bleflings; but
laws may be good, and obedierce defedive;
and the beft laws, unexecuted, are no more
than a dead letter. 'We, perhaps, look for
too much from laws, and too little from
morals ;, yet certain it is, that laws will not
fupply the want of principles and virtues
Believe it, true religion is the vital {pring of
a well-ordered life and converfation; and
wherever principle is wanting, pracice wil
be unftable. When religion is extin& in 3
nation, morality will not long furvive her;
and without religion and morality, the exe-
cution of laws will be found very difficult, if
not impra@icable. Let us; therefore, be juft
to our Creator, and in good earncft confult
both our temporal and eternal happinefs.
When he vifits any nation with judgment,

7 | let



[ 29 1

Jet us confider them as meffages from Heaven,
fent for the admonition and inftru&ion of all
ends of the earth. 'When he caufes good-
nefs and mercy to follow us, let us be quiet
and contented ; and let us thew fuch a grate=-
ful fenfe of his paft benefits, as cannot but be
acceptable to him, and juftify us in ap-
proaching his throné with our united requefts
for a continuance of his goodnefs.

THE END.
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