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SERMO N, &

Prov. xx1v, 21,

My jﬁm, Jar thou the Lord, and the King,
and meddle not with them that are given to
thange.

" IN thefe 'words wé have a ferious admomtlon
to a fon, from a King famed for good
fenfe, and knowledge of human nature. ‘His |
dominions were extenfive, and for the go-
-verament of them, God had given him not
only ¢ exceeding much wifdom and under-
flanding, but uncommon enlargement of
heart.” So happy and glorious was his reign,
that it is impoffible to view the ftate of affairs
during his life, without a mixture of pleafure
and admiration. ¢ From Dan even to Beth=
‘theba,” it is faid, * Judah and Ifrael dwelt in
{afety; every man under his vine, and under
B : his
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his fig-tree, all the days of Solomon.” What
a delightful piGure of national peace and
happinefs! Yet, notwithftanding this very
general order and tranquillity, it would feem
that the wife King could difcern fymptoms of
difcontent, and perfons diffatisfied with their
. condition, however calm and fettled, and with
the civil government, however mild and in-
dulgent. Hence the caution fubjoined “ med-
dle not with them that are given to change.”

Indeed every nation that has long known
the benefits of a free government, and the
advantages of a ftable and flourithing con-
dition, fhould certainly be cautious of changes
and innovations. They always prove either
a blefling or a curfe ; and men given to ftrange
do&rines in religion, and fond of revolutions
in civil government, have been juftly marked
as the common pefts of fociety. Admitting
that fome may have entertained too great i
reverence for the opinions of their forefathers,
and placed too implicit confidence in ancient
. {yftems and venerable eftablithments in chyrch
and ftate; are we therefore warranted to fet
at nought the wifdom of paft ages, and turn
the world upﬁde down? Becanfe the fear
of God may, in fome parts of the earth, have
degenerated into fuperfition, and refpe& for

the
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the King into fervility and non-refiftance;
are we therefore juftifiable in running blind-
folded into the contrary extreme, and faying,
Who is the Lord, that we fhould fear him? or
the King, that we thould regard him? Thefe
~ queftions merit at leaft ferious confideration ;

and no time can be more proper than the pre-

fent, folemnly fet apart for that important

purpofe.

It is no uncommon thing for perfons, in
avoiding one_ extreme, to rufth headlong into
the contrary ; but by fuch tranfitions, we ex~
hibit to the world an example of folly. If
fuperflition be an error, as muft be allowed,
furely every well-wifher to a reformation, be~
fore any change be attempted, ought to con—
fider, whether irreligion be the proper means
of corre&ing it, and of retrieving the loft pri-
vileges of rational beings. Suppofing that all
vegal governments were tyranny, as fome
bold proje@ors of the prefent age have con-
fidently afferted, furely all friends of liberty
would do- well before they engage in revo-
lutions, to think whether anarchy be the beft
remedy for the evil. By violent means we

‘are almoft fure of defeating our end, how-
ever jult and defireable. Even in the moft
" hopelefs flate poifon is a dreadful cure; what

' B2 : then -
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then fhall we think of the phyfician, who
prefcribes this remedy.to perfons in a found
and healthful condition? Solomon, who had
ftudied the nature 6f man, and was well ac-
quainted with focial life, could forefee the
dangerous confequences from - innovations,
efpecially thofe of irreligion and rebellion; and
therefore gives this wholefome advice and
caution to his fon, ¢ Fear thou the Lord,
and the King, and meddle not with them that
are given to change.”

In thefe words, three principles of a ﬁeady
and virtuous condu& are fuggefted, Piety,
Loyalty, and Integrity ; which we propofe to
illuftrate and recommend, as eflential orna-
ments of a fair and irreproachable character.
They are nearly allied one to another, and
in common life often found infeparable com-
panions. If we view the hiftory of man
fince the firft tranfgreflion, of what do wg
find it compofed, but of breaches of faith and
*allegiance to Heaven and Earth? What are
all the errors into which we are betrayed by
the propenfities of corrupt nature, but devi-
. ations from the fphere affigned us in which
we were deftined to move? Indeed they who
~ can, on any occafion, renounce their faith in
God, will not have much fcruple in abjuring

ﬁdchty
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fidelity to their Prince: and perfons of fuch
convenient confciences, as can with changing
times and circumftances break loofe from fa-
cred and civil obligations, _Wlu not hefitate
long in the days of temptation to remove
their _integrity from them, and lead corrupy,
and dlforderly lives.

I. With refpe& to the fear of God, the
-great and fundamental principle of religion,

httle need be faid in the way of illuftration, - '

All acknowledge the extenfive influence which
this principle hath upon life, Fear, in general,
‘is a paffion implanted in the human heart,
which excites ‘'men to be upon their guard
wgainft the dangers, and to make provifion for
the many evils and wants infeparable from
our natural condition. The fear of God is a
mixture of filial lowe and reverence, arifing -
from our relation to him as eur creator, pre-
ferver, and benefador, and from a fenfe of
the glorious excellencies and perfe&ions of his
nature. All the divine attributes, taken in
one connefed view, are the obje& of this
‘affetion. Not only the paternal love, gqod-
nefs, and mercy, but the infinite power,
‘holinefs, and juftice of the Supreme Governor -
_of the univerfe, all tinite in conftituting God
the proper object of devout homage and vene-

6 ratjon.



[ 61 |
ration. He who firft faid, “ Let there be
light, and there was light;” and who can fay,
Let there be darknefs, and univerfal darknefs
fhall return; he who firft called the vaft fyftem
of nature into exiftence, and who can by a
word reduce it to non-exiftence; he who
- commands the celeftial bodies to move, each
~ in its order,. and who is the preferver of that
general harmony and perfe& arrangement
fubfifting among the whole ; he is the God
whom all ought to fear and adore. It is im-
poffible that any man can have right notions
of this great Sovereign Lord, and not ftand in
awe of his Majefty. A being of perfe&t
knowledge, of almighty power, of unerring
wifdom, and of impartial juftice, who is ever
prefent with us, the conftant witnefs of our
condu&, and who will be our judge, what
‘man can contemplate without filent reverence
and profound humility. Holy and reverend
1is his name. Great and marvellous are his
works. Juft and righteous is he in all his
‘'ways. From him we derived life, breath,
and all things, upon him we depend for

every blefling. As he is the former of our

bodies and the father of fpirits, fo at what
time foever he withdraweth his hand, in

which our breath is, we fall again to the duft
o : ‘ whence
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whence we were taken. Honour and majefty
are before him, who fitteth in the army of
heaven, fuperintending the affairs of the world,
and . difpofing of all events according to the
purpofe of his will. Of him therefore ought
all mankind to ftand in awe, and fin not.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wifdom, and to depart from evil, a never
failing proof of underftanding.

But, doth this fovereign Lord and Go-
vernor of the world always receive that filial
homage, fubmiffion, and obedience from his

offspring, to which he is fo juftly entitled? Do -
- none of the nations of the world turn afide,
and inftead of ferving God make to them=-
felves idols, fome of one kind, {fome of an~
other, before which they blindly bow the
knee, and ignorantly worfhip? At different
times the perverfenefs and corruption of hu-
man nature may indeed affume different fhapes,
and difcover themfelves in new ways ; but al-
ways prompt men to alls of rebellion againft
God, and deviations from the path of duty. It
matters little whether our idols be ¢ the ima-
ges of gold, of filver, or ftone, of ancient ages
graven by art and man's device*,” or the word

* Aas’ Xvii. 29. ) N
‘ Nature,
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Nature, vain philofophy, trees of liberty, or
fhadows of equality and independence of mo-
« dern times ; undue honour thewn to any crea-
ture is difrefpect to thé Creator, and a tacit de-:
_claration that we will not have him to reign over
us. But are the nations fafe in this ftate of re-
bellion? While they are going aftray, * revolt-
ing more and more, building them high places,
and images, and groves, and ferving ftrange
gods on' every figh hilly and under- every
~ green tree *;” they ought to remember, how-
ever determxned they may be to follow the
devices and defires of their hearts, that never-
thelefs the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth ;
-that he is a jealous God, and that juftice -and
judgment, as well as clemency and mercy,
minifter to the purpofes of his will. He hath
‘various ways of humbling the proud, cor-
re@ing the ftubborn, and recalling the wicked
" from the error of their ways. When Ifrael
~ of old would go after ftrange gods, God faid
that he would leave him to himfelf, and
- let “ his own wickednefs reprove him,
and his backflidings corre&t him 1.” When
Ephraim was joined to his idols, the command
of Heaven was, “ Let him alone},” and by

" # 1 Kings, xiv. 23. + Jerem. ii. 19. 1 Hofea, iv. 17.
and
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and by troubles and misfortunes will convince
him of his folly. Should the inhabitants of
the earth at any time forfake their Heavenly
Father, and their beneficent friend and pro-
te@or, forgetting their dependence upon his
providence, and difowning their obligations
to his goodnefs ; the Moft High can fufpend
the ‘genial influences of the fun, or the re-
frething thowers of heaven, and the earth
fhall foon become a parched defert ; or he can
let loofe * the locuft, the palmer-worm, the
<caterpillar,” or fome other minifter of juftice,
and reduce the people to a fenfe of their duty
and dependence. Should any nation grow
~ wanton, felf-fufficient, and ungovernable, God
“either can fuffer the paffions to domineer;
the demons of war, * thefe deftroying an-
gels,” to go forth to fcourge them for their
- iniquity ; or leave them to {mart under the cor-
re&ting hand of guilt and misfortune. Should -
any of the fons of men become cool and in-
- different to the divine pleafure or difpleafure,
v faying, in the day of their fulnefs and prof-
perity, ¢ our mountaln ftandeth firong, we
fhall never be moved ;” then adverfity of fome
fort or other ftands at no great diftance.
God hideth his face and the nations are
troubled. All the elements are at his com-
' ' ‘ < ~ mand,
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mand, and ftand ready to execute the pur- -
pofes of his will. Fire and hail, fnow and
vapour, wind and ftorm, fulfil his word.
While the Lord of Hofts hath fo many minif-
ters of juftice for the punifhment of the work-
ers of iniquity, fhall any individual or nation
remain fearlefs, or, prefumptuoufly perfifting
in rebellion, promife themfelves fuccefs? Nay,
rather let them awake to righteoufnefs, and
to order. Before God’s throne, let the rulers
of the earth bow the knee.. His kingdom
ruleth over all, and endureth from generation
to generation ; therefore return unto the Lord,
ye men of unclean and violent hands, ¢ and-
of a revolting and rebellious heart*.” Learn
to fear and adore him, all ye inhabitants of
the earth.

- The fecond duty recommended is refpect to .
the King. Submiffion to lawful authority,
is a duty which is clearly enjoined and ftrongly
enforced in fcripture, and from which no ci-
tizen or Chriftian can claim an exemption. The
facred volume makes provifion for the happi-
nefs of mankind, both in a prefent and future
life. The higheft powers are of God; the higher
powers are of men, but ordained of God ; and

® Jerem. v, 23.

thofe
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thofe who are fincere and confcientious in the
obfervance of their facred and primary duties,
are feldom defeive in thofe of a civil and fe-
condary nature. To the divine authority all
men owe unlimited fubmiffion; but to human
authority, only that meafiire of obedience,
which may be proportioned to the excellence
of that conftitution under which we live.
Hence that exhortation, * render unto all their
dues, fear to whom fear is due, and honour
to whom honour*.” Hence alfo the command
“of our Saviour in anfwer to the queftion, Is it
- lawful to give tribute to Czfar or not? *“ Ren-
der,” faith he, * unto Czfar the things which
are Czfar’s, and unto God, the things which
are God’st.” .

Whoever pays due reverence to the Supreme
Governor of Heaven and FEarth, will not be
apt to treat fubordinate rulers with difre(pe&
and contempt. Though all are under the
higheft obligations to God, for the many
bleflings which we enjoy under the "divine
government, it follows not, that man is under
no obligations to the King and conftitution
of his country; whetce he derives protetion
to both perfon and property. Happy indeed
is that nation in which few evil-doers are to

% Rom. xiii. 7.~ - 1 Math. xxii. 21.
' cz be -
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. . be found. But- while there is a mixture of

virtuous and vicious members-in the com-'
" munity, not only the well-bemg, but the very
exiftence of fociéty, requires government and
the impartial adminiftration of juftice. - In
every nation, whether fmaller or greater, where
the good and bad meet together, there muft
be a power lodged fomewhere for the encou-
fagement of virtue and the punifhment of
vice: and to that perfon, it ‘matters not
what his title be, in whofe hands the con-
ftitution has lodged this power, great refpe&t
is due from the community. Prote@ion and
allegiance are always reciprocal duties; and if
fome draw the cords of allegiance too tight,
others may fuffer them to hang too loofe upon
them. To the virtuous prince who is juft,
. ruling in the fear of God, and rejoicing in
the happinefs of the people, fuitable returns of
duty and affe@tion are no more than his due
and our reafonable fervice.. To look for per-
. fe@ion, either in a prince or people, were
equally abfurd.  This is what belongs not to
‘human nature or the prefent ftate; and all
that can be expe@ed by the people from the
beft of rulers is, to keep the perfetion of the
divine goverament always-in »iew, and frive
to refemble it as nearly as poflible.,

Oof

.
|
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- Of power ufurped, as well as power abufed,”

this nation ‘has had its trial ;5 and both were

~ fuch-yokes, as our illufirious forefathers were
unable to bear. Indeed opprefion under

every thape is fiercé and odious ; and to human
nature, both extremes of tyranny and anarchy
~ are grievous and reptilfive. But between the
two there is a mild, juft, and paternal au-
thority, to which the wife and virtuous in all
ages have yielded a voluntary and cheerful
obedience. Of this kind is thé authority con-
ferred on rulers by our excellent conftitution,
which has long been the obje& of very uni-
verfal admiration. To a part indeed it gives
“power to frame and execute laws, but it gives

this power only for the good of the whole’;

and, whenever this power happens to be abufed,

or employed to other purpofes than thofe for
which it was originally delegated, then the -
conftitution interpofes with reftraints and cor-
retions, fuch as are friendly to the interefts of
the people. “ Monarchy limited like ours,”
fays an Englith writer, “ may, for ought I .
“ know, be placed in the middle point, whence
¢ a deviationleads, onthe one hand, to tyranny,
“ and on the other, to anarchy.” Towards one
or other of thefe two extremes affairs are always
apt to take a turn; but to which of them the

current. -
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current at prefent runs, every one may eafily
perceive, and from which of them our greateft
dangers are likely to arife, no wife judge can
be at a lofs to determine.

When Solomon enjoined the fear of God
and of the King, he had doubtlefs a royal
government in view; but as the common
fafety and happinefs are the ends of all kinds of
government, refiftance of law and rebellion
can be tolerated under none. If the chief
magiftrate be a perfon of exemplary virtue,
making religion the obje& of his care, and the
public good the ftudy of his life, then fuch a
- chara@er ought to be counted worthy of
double honour. Of this refpect and fubmiffion
to rulers we have a remarkable inftance, in the
little community of bees. They have their
governor, whole prefence gives union, life,
and energy to the whole fociety ; to whofe
perfon the inferior members pay particular -
- deference, and to whofe authority all yield
a voluntary obedience. The idle and con-
fuming drone is punifhed ; the a&ive and pro-
vident labourer encouraged. = Among the
~ whole, what order, what harmony reigns!
It is dangerous to approach their place of habi-
~fation.in a hoftile manner. None can provoke
or injure them  with impunity. All unite:

againft
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againft the common enemy, and, as if animated
with one foul, all are in arms, and ready to
ritk life in the public defence. Though in-
ftin& be the direGtor of all their councils and
~ operations, yet reafon cannot contemplate
their ceconomy, good government, and won-
derful works, without admifation.—Hence
{et the nation derive a ufeful leffon, efpecially
“it“times of public danger. A free, induftrious,
and public-fpirited - people, under a good
ruler, and firmly united in intereft and affec-
tion, are ftrong and refpe@able in the eyes of
their neighbours ; but, when divided, become
" an eafy prey to their enemies. Do bees
fhew fuch fubmiffion and obedience .to rul=-
ing authority, union, courage, and even a
contempt of life in defence of the common
intereft ? and fhall the rational race treat civil
governors with levity and difrefpe&, divide
againft themfelves, become indifferent to pub-
lic virtue and dead to the love of their coun-
try. Even the very infe@s would upbraid us
with folly and error. * Let every foul,” faith
St. Paul*, ¢ be fubje to the higher power ;”
“ whether it be,” adds St. Petert, ¢ to the King
as Supreme, or unto governors as unto them

#* Rom, xiil, 1. .t 1 Peter, ii. 13;
that
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.that are fent by him :—fof fo is the will of
GOd.” .

Solomon, having recommended piety and
loyalty to his fon; as fteady and excellent
principles of condu&, to render the chara&er
yet more complete, to them, in the third place,
adds integrity. During his peaceful and glo-
rious reign, this caution is fubjoined with pe-
culiar propriety, “ meddle not with them that
are given to change.” Nor is it unneceflary
or improper in our own days. There may. be
circumftances when a change, from confufion
to order, from adverfity to profperity, may
be for ethers ; but well may we fay with Job,
% changes and war are againft us.” It is
common with the wife men of the world,
before they begin to build, to count the coft,
and, ere they engage in any new proje&, to cal-
culate the profit and lofs. In other concerns
he is moft likely to attain his end, and fecure a
happy iflue, who adts upon fome prudentlal
grounds. By changes of many kinds in our
prefent free and flourifhing ftate, but cfpecxally
in religion and civil government,: there is
reafon to fear that in the end we fhall be
lofers. Having fo many invaluable privileges
both facred and civil,and being under no fear of

4 oppreffion
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oppreflion from rulers, or perfecution for con~

frience fake, we fhould pray for wifdom to
preferve them, and peace to enjoy them.

Bleft with religion in its purity and per- "
fetion, equally free from the errors of idolatry -
and the drofs of fuperftition, who but fools
would meditate changes big at leaft with
hazardous, if not with bad confequences?
Favoured with every advantage which can be
defired, every opportumty, by means of revel- . -
ation, of coming to the knowledge of God
and Chrift, who but evil-doers would with
to recur to a ftate of nature, or prefer the
darknefs to the light? After Chrift hath come
to feek and to fave thofe that were loft, after
his religion has fo long had many friends and
votaries among us, and fhewn by its fruits
how well it deferved them, who but the
unftable and corrupt would meddle with a
race of overweening philofophers, bent on
nothing lefs than the abalithment of Chrifti=
anity? We are taught that there have been frac~
tious fpirits, angels of darknefs, who were fo
 much given to change, that they could not reft
contented, but muft excite rebellion even in
heaven. Onearth, weall know that there have
been men, whom nothmgcould pleafe, neither
the befl of benefa&ors, nor the beft of bleflings.

Of this perverfe fpirit, which undervalues the
D greateft
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" gteateft advantages, and negle&s to improve
" them, we haye a remarkable inftance in the
ancient Jews. - After God by a mighty hand
had delivered thém from Egyptian bondage,
~ ‘led them through the wildernefs like a flock,
driven out the Amorites from Judea, and
feated his peculiar people in’that land of pro-
mife flowing with milk and honey; might it
not be expe&ed that they would have -refted
_perfe&ly fatisfied, and ferved God in fincerity
all their lives 2 But, inftead of this, fo prone
were they to error and idolatry, that, notwith-
ftanding all he had done for them, they for=
fook the Lord, the rock of their falvation, and
hankered after ftrange Gods. Upon which
Jothua their leader was grieved, and, affem=
bling all the tribes, declared his abhorrence of
" fuch changes and backflidings, and his firm
purpofe of foul to cleave unto the Lord with all
his family. “ If)” fays he, © it feem evil unto
you to ferve the Lord, choofe ye this day
whom ye will ferve, whether the gods which
your fathers ferved in Egypt, or the gods of the
Amorites, in whofe land ye dwell ; but as for
me and my houfe we will ferve the Lord*.”
Nor is a revolution in our civil government
more devoutly to be deprecated than a change
in our religion. Times were, we confefs,

Jothua, xxiv. 1.
when
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when the circumftances of this country ren~
dered a reformation of religion, and a change
in civil government, no léfs juft than deﬁrable,
and good caufe have we to be thankful to
Heaven for fuch ipvaluable and unmerited
bleflings. Thefe, indeed, were changes which
neceflity required, and utility warranteds
changes to which time, as well as experience,
has long fince fixed its feal of approbation.

But furely, it is not every circumftance that
can warrant our having recourfe to revolutions,
far lefs to fuch as are effeCted by means of-
violence. It is not every bold and vifionary -
projetor that is qualified to judgc of their ufe-
fulnefs and expediency. It is not every ftate
of body found or unfound that renders ampu~
tations neceflary, efpecxally by rough and un<
fkilful hands. Nor in any cafe is it prudent
- and advifable to cut off the head in order to
fave the body. "To remove grievances, re- .
form errors, and corre& abufes, is certainly
the bufinefs of the rational world, but not by
‘crizel and unjuftifiable means; and horrible
is that reform or revolution, purchafed for
one half of .the nation by the deftruc-
tion of the other. Though opprefled nations,
groaning under the weight of arbitrary power,
may, beyond doubt, feek relief, yet no end
o D2 ~ can
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can juftify fuch barbarous and bloody means.
After all, it may be afked, what has the free
ftate, the rich and profperous people to expet
from changes? They have nothing to add to
liberty and profperity, but the wanton abufe
of them ; and when changes cannot be of any
advantage, they are fure to be prejudicial. It
is true, free ftates are more liable to inno-
vations than othérs, becaufe in them, partly
through the lenity of government, and partly
through our freedom of difcuffion, more op-
portunities dre given to perfons difpofed to,
turn liberty unto licentioufnefs, and licen-
" tioufnefs unte crimes. But certainly, of all
others, fuch ftates ought to be moft vigilant
againft revolutions ;' every change with them
is not for the better, but the worfe. No per-
fon in good health fhould be tampering with
his conftitution, by idly dabbling in medi-
. cines, and trying needlefs experiments; for
when they cannot create better health, they
are fure to occafion ficknefs and trouble,

To prevent popular clamour and com-
plaints, much always depends upon a good
adminiftration of public affairs. Great is the
truft repofed in the minifters of the crown,
and other high officers of ftate. The honour
of the King, the flability of government, and
. : ~ the
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the profperity of the nation, in a great mea-
fure depend upon their diligent and faithful
difcharge of their duty, Nothing evinces the
wifdom of a prince, more than his feleQing
for public fervants, men of principle, talents,
and virtue. In vicious and profligate charac=
ters no confidence can be placed. They: fel~
dom fail to render government weak and un~
ftable, and to bring governors into difrepute
and contempt. With perfons devoid of in-
tegrity, words, promifes, and oaths all go for
niothing. To-day they fwear fidelity and
allegiance ; to-morrow they violate their
facred obligations. Gold is the idol of every
traitor, and he-that proves faithful to his fu-
perior for a great reward only, will betray him
for a greater., What was the method which
Conftantius Chlorus took to try the fouls of
his public fervants, both civil and military?
Being friendly difpofed towards the Chriftian
religion, and fenfible how hard it was to know
the human heart; we are told, that he af
fembled his officers and judges, and propofed
to them this condition, either to facrifice to
demons, or leave the court and their places to
others, giving each liberty of choice. By this
device, he divided his fervants into two par~
ties, into men of prmcnplc, and men of the

world,
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world. Some accordingly, rather than abjure =
the faith of God and Chrift, immediately
refigned their places:  while others of more
convenient principles, in order to retain their
pofts of honour and profit, renounced their
religion. In confequence of which difcovery,
what did the fagacious emperor? He dif-
mifled the bafe idolators, and time-ferving
apoftates, but retained the men of principle
and probity; judging, that fuch men as had
proved perfidious to their God and Saviour,
could not be expeted to prove fteady and
faithful friends to their emperor. - Whereas,
thofe who refufed to part with God, and -
relinquifh their religion for any earthly con-
fideration, were men that might be depended
on, trufted as the confidential fervants of their
prince, and confidered by him as the fitteft
perfons, in all emergencies, to be prote&ors of
- his perfon and guardians of the empire *.

- To be yet more “particular, let the nation
be upon its guard againft three evils of great
~ confequence, which feem to be gradually
- creeping into fociety ; I mean perfidy, under
the mafk of liberality of mind; licentioufnefs,
under the cloke of liberty; and irreligion,
under the form of univerfal toleration. Upon
fuch enemies, clothed in the fpecious garb of

* Euofeb. Life of Conflantine, Chapter xvi.
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friends, let all firm adherents to the King
and conftitution keep a vigilant eye. Such
intruders as augur little fecurity tp the na-
tional intereft, and lefs tranquillity to the
world, deferve general difcountenance. That
fpirit of- fraternal friendfhip, which has gone
abroad in the world, and which makes no
.diftin&ion between thofe that are for us, and
thofe who are againft us, appears in fuch a
queftionable fhape, that it is impoffible to be
too watchful againft its infinuations. Even
charity, which thinketh no evil, pronounces
fuch friendthip with all mankind, to be enmity
againft our King and country. Such liberal
minded men, as ftrive to loofen the ties of
natural affeQion, to diffolve the reciprocal
obligations of parents and children, of fove-
reigns and fubjels, cannot be deemed good
members of the community, even in times
of peace. But, in time of war, they are the
enemy’s beft counfellors, the ftars which fhine
but to enable him the more unerringly to
fhape his courfe. That liberality- of mind,
which is conftantly dwelling upon the weak
fide of our country, until it is expofed fully
to the view of her enemies; that liberality of
mind, which extols the valour of military
foes, and damps the courige of our armed
prote€tors; that liberality of mind which

6 “ftudies
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ftudies to give countenance to difeontents and
tumults, and to weaken the hands of thofe who
hold the reins of government; renders the -
moft effential fervices to our enemies. Detefted
be that liberality of mind, where thelove of our -
‘native land lies fartheft from the heart. It has
laboured long, and but too fuccefsfully, in
breeding diftra&tion in one of the happieft of
empires. Virtue and truth are always agree-
able to men of real honour and public fpirit ;
and no prince ever loft the affeCtions of his
people by . difcouraging treachery and vice,
and rewarding fidelity and fteadfaftnefs.

- Intruth, though humanity be due to all man-
kind, yet friendfhip neceflarily implies pre=
ference, and the friend of all nations can-
‘not be the friend of his eountry. Nay, the
Apoftle has affirmed, ¢ that whofoever will be
a friend of the world is the enemy of God *.”
- Nor does any man of licentious principles and
corrupt morals deferve to be ftyled the friend of
the people. To every nation good morals are of
more confequence, than juft laws or great
riches. The virtue of the people is always
the ftrongeft bulwark of the ftate, fuch virtue
as refts upon the grounds of true religion, its
only folid and durable foundation. The peo-
ple, left to themfelves, have feldom wavering

P

' % Jam. iv, 4.
and
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and unftable minds. They are in general
fenfible of their religious, moral, and civil
obligations. Whenever they err, the error
is commonly owing to crafty changlings and
deceivers. Fa&ious fpirits always ftyle rulers
tyrants, but with what juflice we prefume
pot to fay, unlefs to govern the nation ac-
cording to law be tyranny. Outrageous
tongues can eafily pronounce any man a
defpot, whom a lawlefs combination” wills to
deftroy.- Whenever the wicked mean to fap
the foundation of the altar, or the throne,
they always addrefs the people on the fubje&
of rights and liberties, and perfuade them,
that becaufe they have the power therefore
they bave the right to do what feemeth good
in their own eyes. Hence come popular riots,
daring and defperate undertakings, fo deftruc-
tive of public order and national fecurity.
The people, no -doubt, have their natural
rights; but, though the Author of nature
may have given the power, he never gave any
man a right to deftroy himfelf, nor any body
of men a right to fpread deftru@ion through
fociety. The people have alio their con-
fticutional rights, but under no kind of go-'
vernment have they a right to fubflitute their
will .in place of law; ‘and to cut off their
neighbours, becaufe they happened to be born
E to
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to fortune, and titles of diftin@ion. Their
civil and religious liberties, it is fcarcely pof-
fible the people can too highly prize; but it
is poffible to have recourfe to fuch violent
means of preferving them, as will moft ef-
fe@tually deftroy them. Befides, to be con-
ftantly talking of rights and privileges to
the people, as if they had never known
what it was to be free, or had no conftitu-
tional guardians of their liberty, and in lan-
guage too, which evinces the enjoyment of
freedom, in the moft extenfive fenfe of the
word, betrays a delign to feduce the unwary,
and plot changes and criminal proje@s.
Happy were it for the fober and a&ive, but
fimple and honeft-hearted people, were they
lefs apt to give ear to crafty and interefted
demagogues, who go about feeking by enti-
cing words to draw them afide from the way of
duty and allegiance. Thrice happy were it
for the great multitude of bufy and induftrious
people, who have always fo much to do, and
who are ever fo well employed, in making
provifions for themfelves and families, if, in-
ftead of liberty, a term fo undefined, which the
defigning always ufe as the watchword to aQs
of violence, they would fubftitute the word
duty, which admits of no wrong; or law;
which is a terror to evil doers, and a prote@ion
1§ ’ ta
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to thofe #hat do well; or religion, which,'
when men have art enough to elude the obli-'
gation, and efcape the penalty of all human
laws, fubje@s them to thofe of divine ay-
thority, and the eternal punifhment of crimes
in a future world. Becaule, in fuch a cafe,
bufy bodies, and popular agitators, would
receive lefs encouragement, and the world

would enjoy more tranquillity and happinefs.
There is ftill another fource of public dan-
ger, on which all oughtto keep a jealous eye,and
national guardians to double their vigilant cir-
cumfpe@ion; that is, irreligion, which, like a
ferpent, creeps in among us under the appear=
ance of univerfal toleration. Ecclefiaftical zeal-
ots, bigots, and perfecutors have had their day.
Now all are reprobated as objets of abhorrence,
and juftly condemned as a reproach to former
ages, and -as a difgrace alike to humanity*and
Chriftianity. But, the world has feen that phis
lofophers can perfecute as well as prleﬁs, and
that it is poffible in leaving one extreme to run
fnto another; and while we tolerate all kinds of
religion, to give countenance to none. Allow

me to afk, whence comes this fpirit of univer:.
toleration? Is it becaufe we are become more
warm and more hearty friends to the caufe of
God and the" interefts of religion, than our
anceﬁors? Ts 1t hecaufe the -principles of re-
E2 ligion
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ligion..are now better underftoodp and its
precepts more generally pra@ifed, than in
formér ages? Or is it becaufe religion is now
efteemed a matter of little or no confequence,
and that the fooner it is abolifhed, the better
for the world ? Certain it is, that the love of
many waxeth cold. Individuals and nations
grow carelefs, lukewarm, and indifferent. In
the fcale of public opinion, religion daily
lofes weight. The profane have declined the
fervice of God, and give no attendance at any
places of public worthip. The diffipated,
¢ like Gallio deputy of Achaia, care for
none of thefe things *.”  To the indolent fuch
a&ts of duty -are burdenfome. The igno-
rant know not God, and therefore have no
~ fear of him before their eyes. The proud phi-
lofopher fcorns all religious offices, deeming
them an occupation for the yulgar, but below
his notice. The lovers of pleafure, and the
men of the world, when fummoned to ferious
duties, are always otherwife engaged ; and the
farther God is removed from their tho,ughts-,
the lefs interruption they meet with in their
fordid and criminal praltices. Hence arifes
univerfal toleration. In idea, heaven and
earth are feparated. We Jofe fight of cur
relation to God, and pur copnexion with a

- ® AQs, xviil, (z—17,
future
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future world. -'We fhut our eyes to the dif-
tin&tion between religious and irreligious
men, and treat all with equal civility and
complaifance. Our indignation of vice gra-
dually abates, and in a good caufe we become
“ lefs zealoufly affected.” When men claim the
privilege either to fear God, or to fear him
not, either to ferve him in fincerity, or not to
ferve him at all, to break down all fences and
trample upon all laws, civil and ecclefiaftical,
little knowledge of human nature is requifite
to forefee that fociety approaches towards a
~ flate of diffolution,

At prefent it is the bufinefs of all ranks and.
conditions to turn their attention to a reform-
ation of manners. Here is much room for
improvement. Nothing is more to'be dreaded
than that increafing relaxation “of principles
‘and morals, which makes mankind fearlefs to-
wards God, faithlefs to their King and coun-
try, and indifferent to the caufe of virtue and
religion. Hethatisinfenfible to perfonal honour

~and {hame, and regardlefs of what is blameable
or praife-worthy in moral condu@, change-
~able as the winds, and affuming any foym that
fuits prefent intereft and convenience, though
in the fhape of a man, is a bafe and hollow-
hearted wretch, and can never be trufted.
Though eloquent as Apollo without principle

and
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and probity, his eloquence avails nothing. Fluc-
tuating between good and evil, rightand wrong,
hemay be theidol of to-day, butto-morrow heis
forgotten and negleted. Like the double mind-
ed man, * he is unftable in all his ways,” and
ready to turn to the right hand, or to the left,
as the tide of folly and corruption happens'to
run. Whereas the man of integrity changeth:
mot ; he cleaveth to the Lord with full pur-
pofe of heart, and abhorreth every falfe and
crooked way. Whatever others do, he is'in-
flexible from the dire& path of honour and
réQitude. He is faithful to his King and
country; and, with the revolting multitude,
fwerves not from his duty and allegiance.
His invariable rule of life, is to keep a
¢onfciénce ‘void of offence towards God and
towards man. He walketh uprightly, work-
eth righteoufnefs, and fpeaketh the truth:
His condu@ in general being open, uniform,
and'confiftent; every one knows upon what
ground he ftands, and confequently, as a father,
a friend, a patriot, and a Chriftian, he is beloved
of God'and man, and his memorial is bleffed:
*Thus have we endeavoured to recommend
three excellent principles, Piety, Loyalty, and
Integrity, as eflential ingredients of a com-
plete chara&er; and when united in the fame
perfon, commanly render him an ob_}e& of
: univerfal
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univerfal efteem. If we fuppofe any ome of
the three abfent, we leave a deep defe@ in the
chara@er. It ought to be remembered, that
God, the Supreme Governor of Heaven and
Earth, * is the fame yefterday, to-day, and for
ever, without any variablenefs or fhadow of
turning ;” that the nature of things is his ap-
pointment, that the courfe of providence is fub-
je& to his dire&ion ; and that under his righte-
ous moral government there is no fafety for im-
piety, perfidy, and profligacy. It is im=
poffible to fay what misfortunes men may
create for themfelves, what dangers the fub-
je@s of his government may incur by apoftacy
and rebellion. ¢ When the wicked did not like
to retain God in their knowledge; is it not
faid that he gave them over to a reprobate.
mind*?” When philofophy, falfely fo called,
prefumes to exclude the Creator from his
works of creation and providence; is it not
juft with God to {mite fuch philofophers with
the gregteft infatuations? When fceptics bea
lieve net the truth that they may be faved, is
it not written, * God fhall fend them a ftrong
delufion, fo firong, that they thall even behc’ve
a lief 2" ,

Great indeed Is Go&s goodnefs, patience,
and forbearance towards offenders ; but woe

* Romrlns, i.28. 4 2z Thefl. §i. 11,
: unto
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uato them.that tum hig grace unto wantonnéfs,
and ;alie encouragement to do évil bécaife he i3
.gqod;i Sinners always walkin a vainfhew. They
‘may:for a while profper, ‘and in the end their )
-profperity may deftroy-them.- : Now the ways
‘,_of God to 'man may appear myfterious; yet

% when they hear of ‘wars and rumours 6f wirs,
let notthe uprightbetroubled, for all théfe thmgs
“muft come to pafs; but the cnd is not yet*.”
¢. Here we know but in part;” hereafter the
divine counfels and plans fhall be complete, and
the wifdom, juftice, and - goodnels of all God’s
ways difplayed in perfection:  Say not, there-
fore, in thine heart that all things come alike un-
toall,and that there is one event fo the righteous,
and to the, wicked, to them: that fear God, arid
Shem that fear him nét4 but in patlence pof=
fefs” your fouls until the feafon- of harveft,
which is.the time of making an'éntire fepa~
ration of -the tares from-the wheat. -Con-
tinue faithful untp death, and ye fhall recelve
- -a crown of. life. - -God hath promifed, *. that
‘he will judge the world'in’ nghteoufnefs, and
he is net flack.concerning his proniife, as fone -
men *connt. flacknefs ; ‘but . is- long’ fuffering
to us-ward, not wxllmg that any fhould perithy
but that- -all’ thould come to repcntance T ny

\
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et ‘Math xxiv, 6 T 1~ 2 Peter, iii. g
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