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remorse has entered into the nation's long and pain- by his character. It was this confidence which re
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Cioristi tonehamount and kinds of game—from lions, Nakness or acceptingthem.So be ofany use

1er

3

the flora and fauna of the land he traverses, and com- The countless jets and streams assume all colors and would do all mankind good in their own thoughts of

ing out with lawful plunder to enrich the museums of all forms; some are bright and gleaming, some dark themselves to call their failures failures. This would

Europe ; which in the end he does to the extent of and somber ; some are wide and some are narrow ; at once change the use to which the reasons of failure

many tons weight and tens of thousands of specimens, but as they plunge impetuously into the depth below would be put. Now they are employed as excuses to

though perhaps he lost as much more by the casualties they make up a spectacle that cannot fail to excite ourselves and others. Then they would be so many

and misfortunes of the way . Hehas also fine descrip- a sensation of mingled astonishment and delight . lessons toward wiser methods for the future. This at

tive powers, and does not let a charming bit of scenery ... In the diversity of forms the water takes I least seems sure, that we have no warrant from nature

escape him or the reader. To one not very well believe that the beauty of the Victoria Falls is quite or revelation that excuses are acceptable to the Ruler

posted on South Africa these volumes willbe a revela- unparelleled .” See also a beautiful picture of the of the universe. No excuse seems to be sufficient for

tion of semi-barbarism ; of tribes, Christian in a sense, waters above the Falls. On the other hand, for a the rejection of his Son. The judgment will not only

on the way to the perfection which is a long way off, scene to make one's blood curdle take the torture and reject poor excuses, but it will reject all excuses. Then

in connection with whom it is in point to be reminded murder of a bright boy, a victim to Sepopo's dark the saved will be saved and the lost will be lost. Who

that the modern Englishman is the outgrowth of cert- superstition . We will not quote it . May God hasten ever heard of an excuse that the Bible gave good

uries of culture, not a few of them very cloudy, not the end of such horrors, all too frequent still .
reason to believe would be sufficient to save the

to say dark. Khame will compare very favorably, We may not follow the Doctor farther. We have offerer, and so a substitute for Christ? In the next

indeed, with some of the early Christian (?) kings of said enough to attract attention to this remarkab.e world, as in this, things will be dealtwith in their true
Britain ; and Seehele—the Seehele of Livingston's day, story, which is lavishly illustrated . Seven years were character. If now we needlessly build for shelter on

whom Dr. Holub pronounces an out-and -out hypocrite thus consumed in professional work and travel . It is some unstable foundation, we are left without time to

on theDr.'s own showing has a good many redeeming to be hoped that his life may be spared to accomplish rebuild when the floods are upon us; so then the

traits. Indeed, a recentwriter claims that the Doctor his yet more hazardous undertaking, already projected, wood, hay, stubble will consume away before our eyes

does not make out his case against Seehele ; and there to traverse Africa from Cape Town to Cairo. and we be without remedy. It is this fact of their

is force in the claim . Do the African full justice. future utter uselessness that makes it so evil in us to

Then, too, this is the land of the Boer, semi- civilized
THE FOLLY OF EXCUSES.

teach our children to offer and rely on excuses. For

again ; scarcely more ; character plucky, but narrow ;
this life and the next this vicious element in our un.

By Rev. Geo. P. Hays, D.D.
notyet of Also a conscious education is only and always evil. The

EXT to the weakness of making excuses is the harm we do to them and, indeed, to all we so treat as

hippopotami, crocodiles, cobras, ostriches, to the most to encourage reliance on excuses by accepting them

harmless of fawns and the most brilliant-plumed birds. an excuse should remedy the evil which calls for ex- from others or offering them to others, can only be

No need of menageries there. Need rather of a sharp planation . Reflection will show that a case can hardly repaired by their learning better habits by sad humilia
eye and the best of weapons of offense and defense be conceived of where any excuse will effect thatend. tions and bitter failures. To decline all excuses and

against the uncaged beasts and reptiles--need to be a No matter what excuse Grouchy might have been able call a failure'a failure is nature's way , and the quick
Nimrod. to give to Napoleon for failing to come to his aid at est way to develop the utmost practical caution and

Dr. Holub in this volume does ample justice to those Waterloo, the excuse could not reverse the historic foresight.

brave men and women of the various societies , notic- defeat. The fact was, he was not there at the crucial DENVER, Colorado.

ably the London and the Wesleyan Missionary Socie- moment and the result was the same as if he was

ties. Montsua and his Barolouqs pass before us. At absent without excuse. Nature's government is the
THE THOMAS HERESY CASE .

first the king persecuted the Christians among them . perfection of government ; and she excuses nothing.

Finding it of no avail, and that " the converts not only the common law maxim , that “ ignorance of the law
(FROM A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)

remained just as faithful subjects as before, but were doth not excuse, ” is enforced by nature as it is en

the most industrious and thriving of all his popula - forced nowhere else . We relieve no disaster by

THE Rev. H. W. Thomas, of Chicago, who, in a

THEpreliminary investigation , has been found guilty

tion,” he desisted, and encouraged them , without apologies. We take poison with the best intentions, of heresy, will be formally tried, on substantially the

himself embracing Christianity. Certainly these and die just as if we intended to commit suicide . same charges, at the next session of the Rock River

Barolouqs seem to have root in themselves. Both he Malaria is all around us and it affects us just as if we Conference of the Methodist Episcopal church, which

and Major Pinto give due praise to Khame's good had gone there on purpose, although we may actually meets at Syracuse, Illinois, October 5th . The Dis.

qualities. He is the foremost of the Bechuana kings; be on an errand of mercy. Though thrust by another's cipline [Paragraph 213) provides for such trial , “ when
a Christian ,and a radical temperance ruler over a peo- unintentional awkwardness against the heated stove, a minister or preacher disseminates publicly or pri

ple who do him honor. His measures with those who it burns us as if we had planned it in malice. vately doctrines which are contrary to our Articles of

bring brandy into his realm are righteously severe. contrast between this natural government and Religion or established standards of doctrine.” Dr.

The second volume is occupied with the great ad- most human government is very marked. At homechil. Thomas is charged , under this paragraph, with teach

venture for which the other two were only prepara- dren are taught by their acceptance to present excuses ing doctrines contrary to the Articles of Religion on

tory. By his own exertions he equipped himself and often forged and false ; and they grow up believing inspiration and the atonement, and contrary to the es

set forth , hoping to see the Atlantic at Loanda by the that to refuse to accept them is a cruel hardship. At tablished standards of doctrine on future punishment.

way of the Zambesi and the Barotse. Hastening to school the same course of false training is kept up, Touching inspiration, Dr. Thomas holds that all

Shoshong, he crosses the Kalahari desert, moving and they cometo think that a good excuse is as good parts of the Scriptures are not equally inspired , or of

northward between the same parellels of longitude as a good deed. By and by they go out from home equal authority, but that there may be, and probably
as Major Pinto southward, with this advantage ; that and school ; and as a rule society refuses to accept ex- are , errors in the Bible. He does not specify any

he was comparatively fresh and Major Pinto exhaust- cuses from all who offer them , and yet insists on their which he maintains to be such , but in detending the

ell. At Impalera -- Pinto's Embarira — he gets permis. being accepted by all to whom they are offered . The book he insists, in general way , that we should not

sion to enter Sepopo's capitol, Sesheke . The king parable of the unmerciful servant is thoroughly burden ourselves with upholding every passage, and
had been waiting for him as the man who human . This morning I read a bitter criticism on the risk the Christian religion on its verbal accuracy. He

ing to travel through the countrylike Monari” (Liv. governmental management of a reformatory institu- claims that the Bible contains a revelation from God ;

ingstone). He had already fallen into the company tion by a business man who has the reputation of never and, while he denies that all parts of it are critically

of traders familiarwith thecountry and destined to keeping a clerk whohas to offer excusesfor faultsand infallible, he thinks that the will of God is plain

be ofno little service to him . He was detained at failures. Yet here is a school which cannot expel its enough in it to be morally infallible ; so that one will

Sepopo's, first and last, many weary weeks, which pupils which in his judgment could get along not err in morals, for lack of the truth, who uses the

though harassing to him were made the occasion without any punishment in its controlof the incorrigi- Bible to the best of his ability.
for a fuller setting forth of this great tyrant and ble inmates. We can only be taught the absolute These views his accusers hold to be contrary to the

his Manetse kingdom , his court, his cruelties, his necessity of diligent foresightby the refusal to accept fifth Article of Religion, which is as follows :

treacheries, the customs of the people, and the extent or offer excuses. Nature controls all of us. When

of the realm, than is elsewhere to be found . It will we go into a room to a stove we first touch it lightly thatwhatsoever is not read therein ,nor may be proved thereby , is
The Holy Scriptures contain all things necessary to salvation ; so

be remembered that Major Pinto passed Sesheke with to find out whether it is warm or not before we lean not to be required of any man that it should be believed as an article

out stopping. Dr. Holub succeeded, after long delay, our hand on it. When we go to a new country we of faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation. In the

in starting westward of the Zambesi , but was forced inquire what fruits are wholesome before weeatthem . name of the Holy Scripture do we understand those canonical books

to abandon his enterprise, having been wrecked in the So shipwrecked sailors watch what berries the birds
of the Old and New Testament of whose authority was never any

doubt in the Church . The names of the canonical books are (here

rapids that Major Pinto passed in utmost peril. It pick to find out what are healthful and harmless. follows the list of books in King James's Version . ) All the booke of

was during the delay at Sepopo's that he made a visit When we travel in new lands we inquire into their the New Testament, as they are commonly received , we do receive

to the Victoria Falls, and from him we have probably laws to save ourselves from the penaltiesofthe courts.

the finest description, on the whole, which has yet By this method the responsibility of knowledge is put
Dr. Thomas denies that his views are contrary to

been given of this wonder of nature. For a taste of it upon the subject. In most homes the responsibility this Article of Religion, and the question of whether

take this : " Let the reader then imagine himself to of knowledge is laid upon those who are to govern. they are or not is the first issue in his case.
have taken his position upon a rock facing a rugged, So parents hold teachers responsible for being sure On the atonement Dr. Thomas holds what he calls

dark brown, rocky wall about 200 yards away ,rising that the rules of the school are known by their chil the moral view , which is nearlythe same as the moral
400 feet above its base, which is out of sight. Over dren before they are held guilty for their violation. influence theory of Bushnell. He loves to express his

the top of this are dashing the waters of the Zambesi. The result of this vicious method of home training is opinion in the words of Paul, “ God was in Christ
About a hundred yards from the western bank he sees that these same children have to learn in the bitter reconciling the world to himself. ” He insists that the

several islands adorned with tropical vegetation in rich school of hard experience that excuses do not count. Father loved the world as much as did the Son , and
further on towards the eastern shore and Half the grumblers and complainers who fill the world came forth in Christ to save it. He denies that one

close to the edge of the abyss his eye will light upon with the story of their unappreciated talents can only part of the Deity was sacrificed to appease another

nearly thirty bare brown crags that divide the rushing justify their own estimate of their abilities on the part, or that Christ was punished as a sinner in man's

stream into as many different channels . To the left ground that an excuse is as good as a success. Alas stead. His sufferings and death , instead of being in

again, between the bright green islands and the west- for them , however, society looks at their failures and flicted as a penalty, were voluntarily undertaken to

ern shore, he will observe that the great wall of rock refuses to entrustthem with any great office, and they do away with the necessity of a penalty. The atone

is considerably lower, allowing a ponderous volume of are unwilling to discharge anything but great obliga- ment was intended to show the love of God and to

water to rush impetuously as it were into a corner, tions. save the sinner by wooing and otherwise influencing

whence it is precipitated in a broad sheet into the gulf It is sometimes said for another purpose “ nothing him to a better life, and also by making it possible for

below ; beyond this and the next cascade he will see succeeds like success." But the truth is nothing suc- God to pardon him and still uphold the integrity of

anıther portion of the surface of the rock, and as he ceeds but success. Failure is failure, and that is all the law .

carries his eye along he will be struck with admira- anyone can say. It may well,therefore, be questioned This view the prosecutors of Dr. Thomas charge is

tion at the jutting peaks that stand out in vivid con- whether it would not be well for us all at once to re- contrary to the second and twentieth Articles of Relig

trast to the angry foam that seethes between them. solve that in no case shall we offer an excuse. It ion , inasmuch as it denies the necessity ofa sacrifice
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