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CHRISTIAN HOPE.

By Rrv. EnsiocN McCHEsNRY, PH.D., ST. PAuL’s METHODIST EPIscoPAL CHURCH,
New YORK.

Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peate in believing, that ye may abound in
Rope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.—ROMANS xv., 13.

Livy, the Roman historian, died in the eighteenth year of the Christian
era. Thus his life was in part cotemporaneous with that of St. Paul. Livy
placed on record the fact that there stood at one time in Rome a temple
dedicated to Hope. He added significantly that this temple was struck by
lightning and consumed. He probably shared in the feeling that prevailed
in his time that human hopes are delusive; that if Hope is a deity at all, it is
a deceitful deity, and one whose temple ought to be struck by lightning.

It was not long after this, probably about half a century, when St. Paul
wrote his Epistle to the Romans. The Christians at Rome were a miscella-
neous company. Part were Jews, part Gentiles. Some of them lived amid
the squalor of the Ghetto; some of them were slaves, some of them
freedmen. Among them were none of the great and prosperous. All ap-
parently had little to hope for. But St. Paul sends to them a message of
hope. Their lives so dreary to all outward appearance were to be triumph-
antly hopeful. This was their privilege as followers of Jesus Christ. “ Now
may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may
abound in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost.”

Here we see at once that there is a difference between Christian and
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ness here. But that is not what it means.
It means taking Christ as a teacher and
believing what He said. It means taking
Him as your Muster and Lord, and en-
deavoring, day by day and year by year,
to do His will. It means the conviction
that you need to be forgiven and to con-
fide in Him, on His own terms of repent-
ance, obedience, consecration, to do for
you and in you what you cannot do your-
self.

The True and the False.

By JonN HaLr, D.D., LL.D. (PRrEsBY-
TERIAN), NEW YORK.
Blesred is the man that maketh the Lord his

trust and respecteth not the proud nor such as
turn aside to lies.—Ps. xl., 4.

One of the lessons men soon learn in
their lives is that where there is anything
teal there will soon be an imitation of it.
Much of practical life is the distinguish-
ing between the counterfeit and the true.
How often do we see a piece of gilt plate
sold with the assurance that it will last
the time of the buyer, who soon dis-
covers that the assurance is false. 8o in
matters of health. How common it is
to have public announcements printed
that there are infallible cures for certain
or all diseares. Those who have tried
them have found a temporary allay
of pain only to find the disease still the
same. The real cure deals not with
symptoms but with the disease. Even so
men in business and out of business find
out the distinction between the real in-
vestment and that which is spurious.
Often we are made to think that by such
an investment we may immensely increase
our income, but it is soon found that
capital and income have disappeared to-
gether.  Every one finds out the distine-
tion in these things, and precisely similar
discoveries have been made respecting
happiness; between the real happiness and
the happiness that is transient, or hollow,
or delusive, or perhaps destructive. The
charm of this text is that it brings before
us the genuine happiness—‘¢ Blessed is
that man that maketh the Lord his trust
and respecteth not the proud nor such as
turn aside to lies.” We all desire hap-
piness and the desire is not sinful. It is

Leading Thoughts of Sermons.

patural, and the human heart everywhere
seeks for it. Happiness, to be real, must
be good ; it must have certain features
belonging to itself. For example, it
must come io an honest way and it must
be pure in its nature; it is not real if it
corrupts. It must be safe. A man, for
example, suffers from asthma, some one
gives him temporary relief, but pres-
ently he finds that he is losing his sight
by mesns of that very remedy and then
he discovers that he is buying that relief
at too high a price. Such relief is not
safe. Then happiness must be lasting,
enduring. In every one of us thereis a
voice that speaks of immortality, and any
solid happiness must have immortality in
it.

There can be no trust till there is
knowledge. It is to be regretted that
many men give their endorsement to
public matters they know nothing about.
If they would only get a koowledge of
what they indorse it would save trouble
to many. How are we to get this
knowledge? I can know something
about persons by reading of them. For
instance, I know Gumbetta and Bismarck
by reading of them. One may know a
person by speaking with him and through
correspondence. Now, all these ways
of knowing men are open to us to know
God. We can read about Him, for He
has given us a revelation about Himerelf;
we can know Him by learning from Him;
also from others—from His servants, liv-
ing and dead—and we can know Him by
meeting Him and communing with Him,
and this knowledge produces trust.
There are persons who, the better you
know them, the less you trust them.
But God is perfect; the more you know
Him the more you will trust Him.

There is a class of persons, recognized
as ¢ leaders of thought” in some quar-
ters, who, alluding to God, do not always
formulate their conceptions, but the tone
they take is this: ¢ Religion may be a
very good thing: there may be a God,
but in the nature of the case we can
know nothing about Him. Therefore we
need not trouble ourselves much about
what those teachers say to us.” Accord-
ing to them the heavens do not declare
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the glory of God, He has not spoken unto
us, we are left to grope our way in the
dark, feeling after an unknown God with
the paralyzing thought that this vain
search is forever! But God has spoken
in His works, in His Son, and it is possi-
ble for you and me to know Him. There
is another form of lies. It is not the lie
of the agnostic, who is willing to admit
possibilities, but of the atheist, who says
there is no God. Obh! the desolation of
this poor world of ours if this were true!
Then had been commendable the Epicu-
rean maxim: ‘‘ Let us eat and drink and
be merry, for to morrow we die.”” There
is the lie of the infidel: ‘Ob,” he is
willing to admit, *‘ there is a God, but
8o great and so far above us is He that
it is absurd to suppose He will think
of us. Therefore pay no attention to
Gospel or Babbath teaching; from our
lofty stand-point the good men you have
bad among you have been only idiosyn-
crasies of this or that created spirit.”
This is talked by men under the influence
of the basest and most selfish motives.
Notoriety is confounded by many with
fame. There is the name of one in all
newspapers and on every lip. If he has
achieved the real success the next thing
will be to hold him up as an example.
The young girl at school sees glowing
eulogiums on some actress, and to her
imagination she thinks that success and
glory might be hers. ‘“Could I not
realize it in my career?” She does not
know such eulogiums are paid for. This
is not the true ideal success. Looking to
these mere forms of success, to be daz-
zled by them, will not be to make a real,
dignified, and glorious success of life.

Growing in Salvation.

By Taomas B. McLeop, D.D., CLINTON
AvE. CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH,
BROOKLYN.

As new-born babes desire the sincere milk of
tire:Vord that ye may grow thereby.—II. PETER

The peculiarity that distinguishes the
letters of Peter from the writings of the
other Apostles, is their action. His nat-
ure was an active, sanguine and intense
one, and his writings take the form of his
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personal characteristics. He loved to
contemplate the practical Christian life,
and he watched the growth of the be-
liever in that life. He was practical
rather than argumentative. The tone of
his epistles is that of exhortation. He
came to strengthen the faithful in the
culture of personal piety. There is much
doctrine in them, but the central thought
is personal boliness, the cultivation of in-
tegrity of character. ¢ Grow in grace,”
he says. There are three thoughts sug-
gested in our text for us to contemplate.
First, we consider the end in view,which
is growth. In the earliest, and therefore
in the best manuscripts, there is a differ-
ent rendering of the last verse of our
text, which has been adopted in the re-
vised edition of the Testament. It reads:
‘As new-born babes desire the sincere
milk of the Word that ye may grow in
salvation.” What does this mean? In
what sense are we expected to grow in
salvation? How are we to grow in grace
when in other parts of the Scriptures we
are taught that salvation is a gift from
God, and that from the first inception of
the new life to its completion it is said to
be the work of God? In other places we
are told that the believer is a subject of
salvation at his conversion. There is no
resson for us to be puzzled here, if we
only take pains to study the idea of the
Apostle. 'What he means by salvation is
character. There are some who feel that
salvation is something outside of man,
and to speak of character and salvation
in the same breath is in their opinion
blasphemy. But the purpose of God in
sending His Son to this world and of His
dying on the cross for us was for the cul-
tivation of integrity and character in the
child of God, and that he might become
perfect even as the Father in Heaven is
perfect. Lct those who think that the
Gospel takes away the pleasures of this
life remember that the aim of the Gospel
is to cultivate integrity, to make man per-
fect. If we understand in salvation the
deliverance of the soul from the dominion
of sin, lifting man up unto personal holi-
ness, we shall have no trouble in un-
derstanding the Apostle’s command. It
is a development, a growth. There is



	Front Cover
	[The Denominations under Authors are given in abbreviations.] ...
	  ...
	THE ...
	THE ...
	THE GARDEN. ...
	THE ROSE AND THE LILY. ...
	  ...
	  ...
	GEOBGE MULLEB AS EVANGELIST. ...
	LIG-HT ON THE INTERNATIONAL LESSONS. ...
	-^BEAUTIFUL T H 0 U a H T S ...
	^♦ILLUSTRATIVE SELECTIONS m* ...
	During the last ten years colored Methodists ...
	:00K DEPARTMENT, Etc.- ...
	THE ...
	ZION'S AWAKENING. ...
	^KTIJdEIxY SERVICE—DEC6^TI0N Dfl¥#^ ...
	-*$ INDEPENDENCE DAY. I*- ...
	INTERIOR VIEW OF MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA. ...
	•fcCeaoing <£l)ougl)ts of Sermons^ ...
	-««BB AUTIFUL THOUGHTS***- ...
	►^♦ILLUSTRATIVE SELECTIONS ...
	4>4M0HTHLY SURVEYS ...
	My Religion. By Count Leo Tolstoi. ...
	THE ...
	CAPTIVITY IN CHRIST. ...
	>e*¥IJiIEIi¥ SERVICES** ...
	-He HO TED PREACHERS*-*- ...
	«£>£ca5ing Stljoiijgljts of 0ermons4* ...
	^BEAUTIFUL THOUQHfS^- ...
	►^ILLUSTRATIVE SELECTIOHS >e* ...
	**HOHTHLY SURVEYS ...
	■BOOK DEPARTMENT, Etc.- ...
	THE ...
	THE PRESERVATION OF THE JEWS AN ILLUSTRATION OF ...
	THE PRESERVATION OF THE JEWS AN ILLUSTRATION OF ...
	<o?*^<£*cgetual Comments ...
	THE EMPTY GRAVE. ...
	-QUOTED PREACHHRS*^ ...
	Happiness is nothing but the quintessence ...
	^ILLUSTRATIVE SELECTIONS** ...
	MONTHLY SURVEY*-* ...
	The Sceptic's Creed. Can it be reasonably ...
	THE ...
	POWER. ...
	*fr ®f)ank0gtmng 0crmce •!* ...
	•^EXPOSITORY LHCTURHSw* ...
	  ...
	Bofcert F. Sample, D.D. ...
	Following Christ makes any way pleasant. ...
	^♦ILLUSTRATIVE SELECTIONS** ...
	German Psychology of To-day. The ...
	THE ...
	THE SINS OF THE TONGUE. ...
	OUR PULPITS AND THE NEW THEOLOGY.* ...
	IBebtcatorp 0ertrice. ...
	«fl0iFED PREACHERS** ...
	THOUGHTS OF SSRMONSs- ...
	.^fChristian OSinfuationik— ...
	Pardon all but thyself.—Geo. Herbert. ...
	►©♦ILLUSTRATIVE SELECTIONS^* ...
	-VBOOK DHPARfMHHT, Etc.- ...
	THE ...
	•*CHRISTMAS SERVICED ...
	ifr&etu gear's 8*nme4* ...
	Bev. Phillips Brooks, E.D. ...
	44. A Godless World.—Eph. ii., 12. ...
	THE ...
	.* DEDICATORY SERVICE*. ...
	  ...
	Rev. Abbott E. Kittredge, D.D. ...
	—IiEflDING ¥JMttGJlT3 ©ft jSERM@N!S' ...
	THE GUILT OF THE PAGAN WOULD. ...
	BEAUTIFUL THOUGHTS®** ...
	ILLUSTRATIVE SELECTIONS ...
	The Pilgrim Band; a Series of Sermons by ...
	THE ...
	WINTER. ...
	PRAYER. ...
	ABRAHAM'S FAITH TRIED AND TRIUMPHANT. ...
	  ...
	A. J. Gordon, D.D. ...
	■LEADING IflMIGJlTS 0F gERjaefflS- ...
	THE YOTJNU PASTOB AND FOREIGN MISSIONS.* ...
	6j£ Church History as it can be Utilized in the ...
	Asia as a Mission Field. ...
	^«BEAUTIFUL THOUGHTS***- ...
	►©♦ILLUSTRATIVE SELECTIONS *©♦ ...
	*-*MOHTHLY SURYKY4** ...
	OOK DEPARTMENT, Etc. ...
	THE ...
	"SAY SO." ...
	THE PREPARATION OF THE WORLD FOR THE GOSPEL* ...
	ZECHARIAH'S VISION OF THE EPHAH. ...
	  ...
	Eev. Ensign MoChesney, Ph.D. ...
	Live to explain thy doctrine by thy life.— ...
	►©♦ILLUSTRATIVE SBLBCTIOHS*» ...
	Rev. Mr. Spurgeon's church has nine mis- evangelical churches of ...
	Matter, Life, Mind: Their Essence, ...
	THE ...
	►if faster £ermce4* ...
	THE BELIEVER'S DEATH TO SIN. ...
	  ...
	Eev. J. B. Hawthorne, D.D. ...
	A Complete Surrender to God. ...
	Never suffer your goods to become your ...
	•^Illustrative smacfioKS** ...
	The Protestants in Italy have 300 churches, ...
	The Logic of Introspection; or, Method ...
	1 ...
	2 ...
	3 ...
	  ...
	8 ...
	lO ...
	11 ...
	I 2 ...
	13 ...
	■4 ...
	is ...
	I ...
	TESTIMONIALS. ...
	  ...
	4 ...
	5 ...
	6 ...
	8 ...
	10 ...
	12 ...
	I ...
	>4 ...
	'5 ...
	I ...
	TESTIMONIALS. ...
	3 ...
	4 ...
	s ...
	6 ...
	8 ...
	10 ...
	12 ...
	*3 ...
	>4 ...
	»5 ...
	mSnnTHRRM PFII PIT of Richmond, Va., a Monthly Magazine, consolidates ...
	2 ...
	3 ...
	4 ...
	5 ...
	6 ...
	7 ...
	8 ...
	10 ...
	11 ...
	12 ...
	13 ...
	'4 ...
	15 ...
	16 ...
	1 ...
	2 ...
	3 ...
	4 ...
	6 ...
	8 ...
	IO ...
	11 ...
	1 2 ...
	'3 ...
	'4 ...
	15 ...



