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WHAT A SAVIOUR!
What Christian has not sometimes given ex-

ression to the feelings of his heart in some such
rant'.d' e as thi -‘-Wﬁg-;at a Saviour? That there
should be to us, lost and ruined sinners, any Sa-

viour, is marvellous mercy—is worthy of our
highest admiration. But that there should be to
us such a Saviour, is still more astonishing. I
have thought that we might have had @ Saviour
who would have been able to save us, and should
have actually saved many, and yet not been such
a Saviour as him we have. Less tender, less
condeseending, less forbearing, 1 have thouglht
‘he might have been, and yet have been a Saviour.
Perhaps 1 have thought wrong. But certainly
there is in the character of the blessed Jesus,
much to draw forth the exclamation, “What a
Saviour!” "
It seems as if Jesus'had said more kin?‘ﬂhingu:,-‘
and done more kind acts, than were absolately
necessary to have heen said and done by him.

Need he have made that apology for his disci- |

ciples—who could sleep when he was in his ago-

ny—>*the spirit indeed 1s willing, but the flesh is

weak?® I wonder how they could have slept in
such an hour; but I wonder more at the apology
their master made for them. Need he have ut-
tered that prayer on the cross, “Father forgive
them, for they know not what they do?? We
don’t expect such things from the innocent, when
dyiong by the hand of violence. If he had main-
tained silence during these hours of inconceiva-
ble anguish, we should have been satisfied. But
oh! think of his forgetting himself, and when
they were deriding and every way insulting him,
hear him meekly addressing his Father on their
behalf, asking him to forgive them, and pleading
for them that they .knew not what they did. It
was not necessary that he should have puid an
vizible attention to the supplication of the thief.
It could not have been expected of him. Baut
: is head and looked
such forgiveness and love, while he said, “This
day, thou shalt be with me in paradise,” is a|
strange mystery of love,

"‘;&rmt a Saviour? How wonderfully con-
stituted! He was God, as it was necessary he
should be, and yet not merely God, but man too.
A Saviour with too natures, one reaching up to
God, the other down to us. How wonderful that
he should net only have taken our nature, but
come down to our condition, and surrounded
himself with our circumstances,—become subject
to such temptations as we are subject to: Oh,
“What a Saviour!” Why, he knows from expe-
rience, what pain is; he has had the trials I have;
he has been through this vale of tears; he knows
how I am tried; he remembers how he was tried.
If he néver smiled, yet he wept—even over the
very city and people whose soil and hands were
about to be stained with his blood.

I wonder I love him so little; I wonder he is
not more precious to me; I wonder any should be
offended in him. How can he appear a root out
of a dry ground!" Why don’t all see his form and
comeliness?— Nevins' Remains.

TO THE YOUNG.
* We hope our young friends will carefully read and so-

- lemnly weigh the following thoughts, originally addressed

by one of the best men (Dr. Bellamy), to the young of his
own day. He says: )

“I have been considering early piety as a mat-
ter of duty. But now I come to view the matter

in a different light, to consider it as a point of

rudence, a matter of interest and expediency.
Fr:!: it is not only your duty, O young people!
early to devote yourselves to God, and to a life of
strict Eiety; nor only a duty to which you are un-
der infinite obligations; but it is also your wisdom,
as it is for your interest; unspeakably for your ad-
vantage: more for yourinterest, than to be adopted
intothe family of a king; yea, more for your inte-
rest, than to be made lordsof all thislower world.
The service of God is certainly then your most
reasonable doty. ;
Let it be particularly considered here,
1. There is an unspeakable pleasure in reli-

- gion itself, antecedent to all other considerations;

yea, joy unpeakable and full of glory. -(1 Pet.
{ 8.')j A s?nful state in Scripmre-;z:ougl isa
state of death, but 1o be spiritually minded is
l.r.?fsaad eace, Rom. viii, 6. Yea, it is eternal
life begu

in the soul; it is the dawning of eternal

| glory. There is an unspeakable pleasure in'see-

ing and knowing God to be just such an one as
he is. An unspeakable pleasure in having a
sense of God on the heart; of his all-seeing eye
and all-governing hand, and of the infinite moral
excellency of his nature, discovered in his moral
overnment of the world, in the law and in the
aspel, in the nature of the first covenant and of
the second. It is this that ravishes all the hea-
venly world, and makes them in ecstasy ery out,
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty,ihe whole
em.*ﬂ; is fullof thy glory, (Isa.vi. 3. Rev. iv. 8.)
It is this that will be the grand foundation of the
blessedness of angels and saints to all eternity,
E).ebold him in his

h full of
a sense of his transcendant beauty. (Mat. v. 8.

John xvii. 3. 1 Johu iii. 1, 2.) The moral excel-
lency of the divine nature gives a lustre to all
the perfections of Giod, and speaks him infinitely
_?ormus_ in" being what he is; and here is the

oundation of that infinite happiness he has in
the enjoyment of himself. 1t is this that fills all

eaven with glory; and itis this that makesa little
heaven begin to dawn in the hearts of the godly
here on earth. Indeed, a true spiritnal sense of
the glm_‘y of God in the face of Jesus Christ, is
the beginning of heaven, and a foretaste of eter-
nal happiness. _And therefore in seripture it is
called eternal life. (John xvii. 3.) There isan
unspeakable plexsure in being divorced from all
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other things, and in:l_aving to that best of be-
ings. It was so sweet to the Psalmist, that he

there is none on earth I desire beside thee, Ps,
Ixxiii. 25. To lo¥&him, to delight in him? to live
upon him, in" thi§ present ewil world, is near
a-kin to heaven. To be transformed into his
image, is angelic blessedness: to be entirely de-
voted to bim, to'live a life of communion with
him, and obedience to him, affords the most re-

fined pleasure, sweeter than the hone ea, than
the honey comb. In a word, 10 hawi pirit of

pride; and vanity subdued in uns, sSpirit
of worldliness and sensuality tified, and to
be strivtly pious, is the happie ng that can
possibly be had in this present world. 7% be

: Leave

therefore the cruel slavery of sing the yile servi-
tude of gratifying your erruptions, and no long-
er love death. But come now and be blessed;
begin now to enter into the joy of your Loyd.—

spiritually minded, is life an {eace.

re | He that commits sin, is the servant of siny but if

you will be Christ’s disciples, you shall be free
indeed. And the glorious liberty of the sons of
God is infinitely preferable to the %centious liber-
ty of the children of this world. His yoke is
easy, his burden is light: wisdom’s ways are
pleasant, and all her paths are peace. It is a
thousand times sweeter to mourn for sin, than to
eommit it; to be weaned from the world, than to
possess it all; to’ have pride mortified, than to-
have it %ratified; to enjoy communion with God,
than to bein vain company; to forgive an injury,
than to revenge ity to love enemies, than to hate
them, Yea, the seeming pleasuresof sin, which
are but for a season, carry a sting in them, and
are so man{ keen torments, compared with the
sweetness there is in the ways of God. All the
generation of God’s children can witness to the
truth of these things. Therefore remember now
thy Creator in the days of thy youth; and so
begin early to be happy. Besides,

2. Great andmany arethe superadded privi-
leges you will be entitled unto, if you indeed
become religious betimes. Your sins shall be
forgiven you forever. God almighty will be-
come your everlasting friend. You shall be taken
into the family of Cfod, and he will be your fa-
ither: Christ will be your Saviour. The Holy
Spirit will be your sanctifier. He that governs
the whole world, will be your powerful guardian
and protector. His eye will be over you for good.
‘He will give you as much of the good things of
'this world as he thinks best; and will teach you
to ¢hoose that he should be your continual car-
ver. He will make all things work together for
your good: He will train you np for eternal glory;
and at last bring you to his heavenly kingdom.
Instead of being in the guilty, destitute, and for-
lorn state of nature, you shall even while in this
world have a God to go to; an almighty, all-suf-
ficient, infinitely glorious, infinitely gracious God
and Father, to'go to; to go to under all spiritual
distresses, g_‘i}_ﬂ under all outward trials; to go to
in sickness, and when you come to die. And
after death, guardian angels will convey your
souls to the world of the blessed. And CKrisr
will own you as his members; belore all the hea-
venly host. And God will Qpe“lﬁ acknowlodgs
you Tor his children. Allthe inhabitants of hea-
ven will congratulate your arrival there, and re-
joice over you as joint-heirs with them of eternal
glory. And here shall you be everlastingly and
perfectly blessed, in the open vision and full fru-
ition of God and the Lamb.

If therefore you desire heavenly blessedness,
and have any relish for divine pleasure, if you
have a heart to be divinely happy, in time and to
eternity;” O hearken, this day, to the couunsel in
our text, Remember now thy Creator in the days
of thy youth.

But if’ you have no relish for spiritual and hea-
venly blessings, noregard to God, nor care of your
souls, and cannot be persuaded by any argument
whatsoever; il you are entirely attached to the
flesh and the world, and resolutely set in your
ways of sin and vanity; see, hell is before you;
understand what you do; and consider what will
be}{uur end!

las! such is the temper of mankind, that no
arzuments, as of themselves, will effectually di-
voree them [rom their lusts and turn them to God,
and to real religion. Their alienation from the
life of God, their enmity to his holy law and
Gospel, is unconquerable, by any but a special
divine influence, (Rom. viii. 7, ' 1 Cor. iii. 6, 7.)
And since this is the case, it is infinitely fit, in
the nature of things, that the great Governor of
the world, if he does save any of this guilty 1e-
bellious race, should be at liberty to save whom
he pleases, He has declared himself reconcila-
ble to any that will return to him through Jesus
Christ. But since none will-be persuaded to this,
since none will do this, if they can helpit, he is
certainly now at liberty; he may let sinners take
their course and go on to perdition, if he pleases:
or, he may have meréy on whom he will have
merey. O see your entire dependance on sove-
reign merey for salvation; and be looking dili-
gently lest you fail of the grace of God, by re-
sisting the holy Spirit, and wilfully indulging
unbelief and impenitence.

Young people fondly flatter themselves, that
hereafter they shall have a better time, and then
they will repent, then they will believe and obey
the Gospel: _aii'ci S0 they quiet their consciences
for the present, and securely give way to delays
from time to time. But, alas! they understand
not. what it means to remember their Creator,
or become truly religions; nor how averse to it
they are, as of themselves: nor do they consider,
that this very temper of mind, which makes
them unwilling to turn to God now, will always
do so, if sovereign grace do not over-rule aud
prevent it. They imagine not how the case re-
ally stands; nor do they.once glance at half the
misery and danger attending their condition.—
But O the safety and blessedness of such as are
early seized by divine grace, and brought to an
early acquaintance with God in Christl "Who
know the things of their peace, and choose the
good part; who taste the sweetness of religion
now, and the training up for eternal glory in the
world to come! O the happy condition such of
you are in! Adore sovereign and distinguishing
merey; be deeply sensible of your obligations to
God; sing the praises of redeeming love; and let
all your days be devoted to him who has called
you by kis grace, who hath delivered you from
the power of darkness, and translated you into
the kingdom of his dear Son; to whom be domi-
nion and glory for ever. AMEeN.

From:Gurnall’s Christian Armot.
CHRISTIAN COURAGE.

T'he Christian of all men needs courage and reso-
lution. Indeed there isnothing he doth asa Chris-
tian, or ean do, but is an act of’ valoar: a cowardly
spirit is beneath the lowest duty of a Christian: Josh.
i.. 7, “Be thou strong and very courageous, that thou
mayest”’—What? stand in batile against those war-
like nations? No, but *“that thou mayest observe to
do according to all the law, which Moses my ser-

vant commanded thee.” It requires more prowess

and greatness of spirit to obey God faithiv!'y, than

cries out, Whom have 1in heaven bul thee? And.

to command an army of men; to be a Christian than
a captain.  What seems less than fora Christian to
',.?‘et this cannot be performed aright withouta
| princely |
like a prince, when he did but pray; for which he
came out of the field God’s bannerite, Indeed if
you' eall that prayer which a earnal person per-
forms, nothitg is moré poor and dastardlike. Such
an oneis asa great stranger to this eaterprise, as the
craven soldieris to the exploits of a valignt chiefs
tain. The Christian in prayer comes up elose to
God, with an humble buR{nm of fith, and takes
hold of him, wrestles with him; yea. will oot let himn
o without a blessing, and alkthis it the face of hig
own sins, anddivine justice, which It fly tpon him
from the fiery mouth of the laws while the other’s
boldness in prayeris but the child either of ignorance
in his mind or hardnessin his heart; wherehy not feel-
ing his sins, and not knowing his denger, he rushes
upon duty witha blind confilence, which soon quells
when conseience awakes, and gives him the alarm,
that his sins are upon him, as the Philistines on
Sampson; alas! then in a fright e poor spirited
wretch throws down his weapen, the presence
of God with guilty Adam, and dares not look hLim
in the face. Indeed there is no'duty ina Chiistian’s
whole course of walking with Gfgd, or actifig for
God, but is lined with many dificulties, which shoot
like enemies through the hedges at him, while he is

dispute every inch of ground as he goes. They are
only a few noble-spirited souls (who dare take hea-
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spirit; as Jacob is said to behave bhimself

marching toward heaven: so that he is obliged to'|

:

—————

| of false professors,” Where were ever such in the

| church, who by theif' sad miscarriages in Judgmient
and praetice, having laid'a stone of* offence i the
way of profession, at which weak Christians are rea—

Ashael, 2 Sam. i, 23), not knowing whether they
may venture any farther in their profession, seeing
such (gifts they so much admired) lie before them,
wallowing in the blood of their slain arofession; of
zealous professors, to prove, perhaps, fiery persecu-
torsg of striet performers of religions duties, irreligi-
ous Atheists; noomore like the men they were sonme
years past, than the vale of Sodom (mfw a bogr and
quagmire) is 0 what it was when for fruitfulness
compared to the garden of the Lord, We had need
have a holy resolution to bear up against such dis-
couragement, and not to faint; as Joshua, who lived
to see the whole camp of Israel (a very few exeept-
ed) revolting, and in their hearts Lm:uing back to
Egypt, and yet with an undaunted spirit maintained
his integritys yen, resolved, though not & man beside
would bear him company, yet he would serve the
Lord. .

-_Euy:lhlv. The Christian must trust in a with-
defiwing Gods; Tsa. I 10, %Let him that walketh in
darkness, and hath no Ii_c?rht, trust in the name of the
L_u;jdﬁand slay mpon his God.” This requires a
holy oldness of faith indeed to venture into God’s
_presence, as Esther into Ahasuerus’, when no smile
18 o be seen on his face, no golden sceptre of the

romise perceived by the soul, as held forth to em-

Iden it to come nearythen ta pressin with this

ven by force) thatare fit/for this calling. For the
further prool’ of this point, see some few pieces of
service that every Christian engageth in.
First. The Christian is to proclaim and prosecute
an irreconcileable war against his bosom sing; those
sins which have lain nearest his heart, must now be
trum]i)!ed under his feet. So David—¢I have kept
mysell from my iniquity.” Now what courage and
resolution doth this require? You think Abraham
was tried to purpose, when called to take his son,
his son Isaae, “his only son whom he loved,” Gen.
xxii. 2, and offer him up with his own hands, and
no othier; yet what was that to this? Soul, take thy
lust, thy only lust, which is the child of thy dearest
love, thy Isaac, the sin which has caused much joy
and langhter, from which thou hast promised thy-
self the greatest return of pleasure and profit;-as
éver thou lookest to see my face withr comfort, lay
hands on it and offer it up: pour out the blood of it
before me; run the sacrificing knife of mortification
into the very heart of it; and this [reely, joyfully,
(for it is no pleasing sacrifice that is uﬂbrct{ with a
countenance cast down), and all this now, before
thou hast one embrace more fromit. Fruly, thisis
a hard chapter, flesh and blood cannat bear thissay-
ing; or lust will not lie so patiently on the altar, as
Isaae, or as a “lamb that is brought to the slaugh-
ter, which is dumb,” but will roar and shriek; yea,
even shake and rend the heart with their hideous
outeries. Who is able to express the conflicts, the
wrestlings, the convulsions of spirit the Christian
feels, before he can bring his heart to this work? Or
who ean fully set forth the art, the rhetorical insinu-
ations, with which such a lust will plead for itself?
One while Satan will extenuate and mince the mat-
ter: It is but a little one, O spare it, and thy soul
will live for all that. Another whiilé he fatters the
soul with the secrecy of it; thou mayest keep me
and thy credit also; I'will not be seen abroad in thy
company to shame thee among thy neighbors; shut
we up in the most retived room thou hast in thy
heart, from the hearing of others, if thou wilt only
let me now and then have the wanton embraces of
thy thoughts and aflections in secret. If that can-
not be granted, then Satan will seem only to desire
executionmay be stayed awhile, as Jephtha's dangh-
ter of her father, “Let me alone a month or two, and
then do to me according to.that which hath proceeded
out of thy mouth,” Judges xvii. 2, 37; well knowing
few such reprieved lusts but at last obtained their
full pardon; yea, recover their favor with the soul.
Now what resolution doth it require to break through
such violence and importunity, and notwithstanding
all this to do present execution! Here the valiant
sword-men of the world have shown themselves
mere cowards, who have come out of the field with
vietorious banners, and then lived, yea; died slaves
to a bare lust at home. As one could say of a great
Roman champion, who, as he rode in his triumphant
chariot through Rome, had his eye never off a cour-
tezan that walked along the street, Beliold, how this
goodly capiain, that eonquered such potent armies,
15 himself conquered by one silly woman.
Seeondly. The Christian is to walk singularly, not
after the world’s guise; Rom. xii. 2. 'We are com-
manded not to be conlormed to this world; that is,
not to accommodate ourselves to the corrupt cus-
toms of the world. The Christian must not be of
such a complying nature, to eut the coat of his pro-
[ession according to the fashion of the times, or the
humor of the company he falls into; like that cour-
tier, who being asked how he could keep his prefer-
ment in such changing times, which one while had
a prince for Popery, another "while against Popery?
answered, he was E salice, non ¢a querew ortus; He
was not a stubborn oak, but bending osier, that
could yield to the wind: no, the Christian must stand
fixed to his principles, and not change his habit; but
freely show what countryman he is by his holy
constaney in the truth. Now, what an odium, what
snares, what dangers doth this singularity expose
the Christian to!  Some will hootand moek him, as
one in a Spanishfashion would be laughed at in our
streets, 'Thus Michal flouted David. Indeed, the
world counts the Christiung {for his singularity of life,
the only fool; which I bave thought gave the first
occasion of that nick-name whereby men common-
ly express a silly man ora fool: Such a one (say
t}lrley) is a mere Abraham; that is; in the world’s ac-
count, a fool: But why an Abraham? Because
Abraham did that which carnal reason (the world’s
idol) laughs at as mere folly; he left a present estate
in his father’s house, to go he knew not whither, to
receive an inheritance he knew not when., And
truly such fools all the saints are branded for, by the
wige world. “You know the man and his commu-
nication,” said Jehu to his companions, asking what
that mad fellow came for, who was no other than a
prophet; 2 Kings ix. 11. Now this requires courage
to despise the shame, which the Christian must ex-
pect to_meet withal for his singularity, Shame is
that which proud nature most disdains: to avoid
which, many durst not “confess Christ openly;”
John viii. 13, Many lose heaven, because they ave
ashamed to go in a fool's coat thither. Again, as
sume will mock, so others will persecute to death,
merely for this nonconforinity in the Christian’s prin-
‘ciples and practices to them. 'This was the trap
laid for the three children: they must dance after
Nebuchadnezzar’s pipe; or burn. This was the plot
laid to ensnare Daniel; who walked so unblameably,
that his very enemies gave him this testimony, that
he had no fault, but the singularity in his religion;
Dan.vi. 5. It is a great honor to a Christian, yea, to
religionitself, when all theirgnemies ¢an say is, the
are precise, and will not do as we do. Now insuch
a ease as this when the Christian must turnog burn;
leave praying, or become a prey 1o the eruel teeth
of blondy men; hiow many political retreats and self-
preserving distinetions would a cowardly, unresolv-
ed heart invent! The Christian that hath so great
opposition, had need be well secured. on the saddle
of his profession, or else he will be soon dismounted.
Thicdly. The Christian must keep on his way to
heaven in the midst of all the scandals that are cast
upon the ways of God, by the apostacy and foul falls

noble resolution, If I{en’é.-":, I' perish; nay more, to
trust not only in a withdrawing, but a killing: Glod;
Job. xiii. 15z not. when his love is hid, but when his
wrath break forth; now for a soul to' make his ap-
proaches to God by a recumbency of faith, while
God seems to fire upon it, and shoot his frowns like
envenomed arrows into it: this is hard worl, and
will try the Christien’s metal to purpose. Yet such
a masculine spirit we find in that poor woman of
Canaan, who takes up the bullets Christ shot at her,,
and with an humble boldness of faith sends them:
back again i her prayer. »

_Fifthly. "Il believer is to persevere in his Chris-
tian course to the end of his lifey his work and his
life must go off the stage together. This adds
weight to every other difficulty of the Christian’s
calling. We have known many who have gone into
the field, and liked the work of a soldier for a battle
or two, but soon have had enough, and eame run-
ning home againg but few can bear it as a constant
trade. Many are soon engaged in holy duties; easi-
ly persuaded 10 take up a profission of religion, and
as easily persuaded to lay it down; like the new
moon, which shines a little in the first part of the
night, but is down before half the night be gone;
lightsome professors in their youth, whose old ageé is
wrapt up in thick darkness of sin and wickedness.
O this persevering is a hard word! this taking up
the'eross daily, this praying always, this watching
night and day, and never laying ‘aside our clothes
and armor; I mean, indulging ourselves to remit and

dy to make a stand (as they at the bloody bedy of | divine mercy. He, whose re

T N = st e S,
Reader.—Is ther¢ any other mark by which one
may kgow when he has truly n:penledg’ '
racte—There is. The sorrow of & true penitent
diaws him towards God, lead ing him to hope in the

: < pentance is spurious, is
always going away from God. His sorrow works
death, Tt has the sullenness of despair. It is with-
out hope. The more Judas repented the more wick-
ed he was, until to his other.sins he added the cry-
Ing guilt of the worstkind offmurder. On the other
hand, the knowledge wiiich the prodigal had of his
lather’s character, and'tie hope of obtainin pater-
nal forgiveness, képt-bim from throwing himBelf for-
ever away, .

Reader.—Your words seemreasonable: Speak on.

ract.—A trie peniteut reforms.  “He truly re-
pents of thesins he has committed; whafloes not con-
mitighe sins he hag repented o£7F  Wien Ephraim
sincerely repented, he solemnly said: *“What havel
to.do any more with idals.” . He forever renounced
wolatry. He does not really eonfess sin who does
nat forsake'it, He who lates gin, turns fiom
1t 4t was ot the habit of David’s life to conunit
adtltery and murder, though lie' was once guilty of
bt A true penitent is not always sinning and re-
penti ng.

Saving repentance is also well-timed, Genuine
godly sorrow is at the right season. A true pebitent
does not defer his relentings until the fixedness of a1
etcrnu!rd.estiny hath consigned him to hopeless sor-
row.  True repentance is generally early in life—
always in”time, Eternity affords no *“plagce of re-
pentuance.” Kven “the repentance of a d ying man
often dies with him,” says Augustine, -

. Moreover, a true penitent is increasingly sorry for
his'sins. The more he thinks of them, and the lon-
ger he contemplates their vile ingratitude, the more
hitterly he weeps. His sorrow for sin and his hatred
of sin grow every dayg.  So that at the end of lite
his purposes to be holy are far stronger than in the
day of his espousals to Jesus Christ. Paul never
stemed so penitent for his cruel persecutions of the
'saints, as near the close of life.

Lastly.—All true repentance springs from the
cross of Christ. 'Take an impenitent man to Mount
Calvary, and there point him to the lingering, bleed-
ing, dying, praying Saviour, go with him over to the
Sepuk_:grtf, and he remains unmoved by a remem-
brance of his'sins. His wailings over tra nsgressions
only commence when he comes in sight of hell,
Take the true penitent to the sides of the pit, and
shew him Mﬂkt‘ of fire, and though he trembles
and adoresatin sight of the just and terrible severi-
ty of God towards the abominable and unbelieving,
his eyes shed no tears over his own sing. Flen
take him to the foot of Calvary and his heart begins
to melt.  Commence the ascent of the Mount with
him and the tears flow freely. But bring him in full
view 0[_‘ the cross, and let him see him whom he
hath pierced, and he shall mourn for him as one
mourneth for his only son, and he shall be in bitter-
ness for him as for a first born. Here before the
cross his heart breaks and melts, and the gush of

unbend in our holy waiting on God, and walking
with God, this sends many sorrowful from Christ;
yet this is the saint’s duty, to make religion his eve-
~day work, without any vaeation from one end of
the year to the other. These few instances are
enough to show what need the Christian hath of
resolution,

For the Watchman of the Sowth.
HAVE YOU TRULY REPENTED?
A/ DIALOGUE BETWEEN A TRACT AND A READER.

Tract.—Friend, 1 ama perishable piece of paper
Iam entirely in your power. If you will, you can
tear me to pieces or cast me into the fire. My ex-
istence is, if possible, more precarious than yourown.
1 can :ze:the‘r annoy nor profit you beyond your per-
mission. ‘II you choose, you can lay me aside, and
our acquaintance shall cease. But'if 'vou will con-
sent, I will speak to you u!‘things weighty and eter-
nal. Have vou truly repented:

Reader—Have I truly repented? 1f a man had
asked me such a questinn,ijahnuld have insulted
im. It is inquisitorial and impertinent. I should
at least have refused to answer him and gone away,
feeling that I had been insulted.  No body needs to
repent but the wicked. Besides, all who do wrong,
of course repent sponer or later. But your insignifi-
cance is your protection. Iwill listen a little longer.
Tract.—I1 have nothing new or smart or strange
or pretty to-say. Nor do I promise to utter pleasant
things. I prefer the vseful [;elbr-: the elever and the
amusing. I therefore ask again: Have you truly
repented?  Be not angry with me, nor call me rude.
If for my plainness you burn me, [ shall not feel it
If you destroy me, that ig an ¢nd of my existence.
But you have a deathless soul.  You will be happy
or miserable forever, aceording to your character.
Have you sinned—yes, you have sinned grievously.
Your conscicnce declares it. God declares it. You
may have répented. But have you fruly repented?
An error hereis fatal. All repentance is not genuine
and saving. :
Reader.—1 never liked metaphysics. I cannot
split hairs. Repentance is repentance; and he who
repents shall be saved.

T'ract.—In disliking needlegs refinements you are
not singular. All spber men do the same. But to
reject obvious distinetions is, in worldly matters,
folly—in religion, madness. Inspiration has directed
the shalts ol divine irony against the sottish stupidi-
ty, which hath eyes, but doth see, not discerning be-
tween the wheat and the chaff, good and evil. God
says: “In understanding be men.”

Reader—You speak more sense than I had ex-
sected. Wil you tell me what ¢rue repentance is.
fou shall at least have my attention.

Tract.—1 will try. "The true penitent is sorry
chiefly for his sins. He, whose repentance is spu-
rious, is sorry chiefly for the consequences of hissins.
One regrets that he deserves punishment; the other
that he must suffer punishment. The former lnments
that he has done evil; the latter that he haeincurred
evil. One approves the very law which condemns
him; the other thinks the same law_hard and rigor-
ous. The Scriptures speak of two kinds of repen-
tance. One of the Greek words translated repen-
tance in the New Testament means simply regret.
In this sense Herod repented, when he found that
his eath would end in the beheading of John. The
other word means a change of mind, thorough and
entire. Such was Paul’s repentance, which needed
not to be repented of. Besides, a true peninent issor-
ry for all his sins. A wicked thought, no less thana
wicked action, grieves him. Especially is he great-
ly cast down by a view of his many sins by omis-
sion.

Reader.—But is there no feeling but that of sor-
row in the mind of a true penitent?

Tract.—Yes. He who is truly sorry is also deeply
ashamed. This shame regards not merely open and
disreputable crimes, but vain thoughts and evil ima-
ginations. One justly says:* “The blush equally as
the tear becomes every sinner. To look back on
the past with shame, no less than with sorrow, be-
howves him. If he have no cause to be ashamed hie-
fore men, yet he has great cause to he ashamed be-
fore God. IT we need not blush for our trentment
of our fellow creatures, yet ought we not to blush for
our treatment of our God and Saviour? All true
penitents do blush as well as weep, They are
ashamed 88 well as grieved for the things they have
done.””  On this point universal christian expe-
rience and the word of God speak but one uniform
language.

penitence pours forth a flood of hely tears.  "T'hen
presenting himself before the altar of God, he swears
eternal enmity against all his sins. Hesays—

Wihile with a melting broken heart,
My murdered Lord I view,

I'll raise revenge against my sins,
And sluy the murderers too:

Yes, mly Rexdeemer, they shall die;
My heurt huth so deéreed:

Nor willllspare the railty things
Thatmademy Saviour bleed.
The sight of Ca8ars bloody robes rouzed the in-

dignation of thousands against his murderers. They
loudly called for vengeance. A view by faith of
Christ crucified will make any man determine on the
death of every sin. :
Reader—1I you Lave spoken truth I fear I'am a
lost man. p
Tract.—Jesus Christ came o seek and to save
that which was lost.

Reader.—God be mereiful to me a sinner. T have
sinned much and long and wantonly, without pro-
voeation, against light andimercy, and against my
own promises. I see too that my repentance is not
seriptural. T am afraid I shall never be saved. My
folly is surpassed only by my wickedness. How 1
have murdeved time, especially holy time. How many
gracious offers I have slighted. Unless God haye®
pity I am urdone forever O my soul, what hast
thou donel Perhaps thy eternily is rueful. My
only hope is, that it is a faithful saying and worthy
of all aceeplation, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. Lord,
turn me and 1 shall be turned. Here on my knees,
I humbly plead for merey. Grant unto me, a lost
singer, salvation through thy dear Son, and I will
ever ascribe all to the praise of the glory of thy
grage in Christ Jesus. . R

* Nevins, + Augustine.

We copy from a late number of Galignani’s
Paris Messenger the following account of an af-
fecting scene in one of the courts of that eity:

“An aged man, named Bonvouloir, appeared
before the 6th Chamber, charged with the ‘crime’
of mendicity. While answering to the usual
questions of the President,a young man, accom-
panied ‘by his wile, advanced towards the bar,
and tarning his eyes upon Bonvouloir, wept aloud.
The name of this individual, as it afterwards ap-
ptared, is Bouvet, whip-maker, his address No. 8,
St Apastase; and we feel pleasure in recording
them in connexion with an act which ennobles
human nature.—President: ‘th do you weep?
Bouvet: ‘Sir, I know that poor old man; 1 know
him as one knows a father, for he was a father
tome! It was he who took care of my infancy;
it was he who brought me up; and to see him thus
reduced in his old agel’ My wife and I are come
to beg of you, gentlemen, to have the goodness
to give him up to our care. We will treat him
kindly. Mr. President; we will do for him in his
helplessness what he did for me in mine.’—The
young wife of Bouvel (shedding tears): *Oh! ﬁs,
Mr. President, we will take eare of poor Mr.
Bonvouloir, who was so good to my husband
when he was but a little destitute child:—Do, sir,
let us have him—pray, gentlemen, don’t refuse
usP—During these affecting supplications it is
impossible to describe the }UF, the admlrauund
the inefluble expression of delight that beames
on the face of that aged man, who found a tri-
umph where he had ouly dared to hope for pity.
The audience—the judges themselves—evineed
deep emotion—and one of the latter, much to his
honor, shed tears. M. le President Mathias, in
pronouncing Bonvouloir’s acquittal, thus address-
ed him: ‘You see, my good old man, thar a be--
nevolent action never goes uprew‘ardec!.«-—You
gEHBTOUSI)" prnleclcd _BOUVBI m _l!!ﬂ childhood,
and to-day be and his young wife come.nnbly
forward to shelter yourgray hairs. The tribunal
feels happy in rendering you to their affection and
their gratitade.”

A poor man onee went (o & pious minister, I;l“d
said, “Mr. Carter, what will become of me? &
work hard, and fare hard, and yet I cannot thrive.
Mr. Carter answered, “.‘Slillf-'uu want one‘;hm%.
I will tell you what youshall do; ‘wurL: hard, an
fare hard, and pray hard, and 1 will warraat you

shall thrive™
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cussion, it was Fﬁily athmitted that the old school

COMMUNICATIONS,
T LETTER FROM DR. GREEN.
T'o.the Editor of the Watéhman of the South:
PuiLapeLrins, Aug: 30th, 1837.

| sisting of an equal number of Presbyterians and

| Gongregationalists, agreed upon by both parties.
Here a Presbyterian minister is clearly and com-
pleely divested

of any absolute right of an ap-
eal to his Presbytery, a right and privilege ex-

My Dear Sir—An absence from the €iy pre-| plicitly assured to him by the constitution of his |

vented my receiving your communication of the fehnreh? This right, by . :
3d instant, for more than a fortnight aftes it was 'made to depend on the consent of the very parfy
written, I had indeed seen it puhl.i‘?ly announced Lwirh: whom he is in coptraversy: 3_'7“‘, if’ his con-

‘1o the main- |sent is not granted, the causeis to 0 for adjudica-

that a religious periodical, devore

tenance of our doctrines aud institutions, was in | tion 6
contemplation, to be issuedat Richmondsand with 1o our

many others, I rejoiced at the in I'nir:;mtigu. :
On the subject of the Plan of Unionjon w hich
I am to give ybu the substance of my rematks, 1
spokestwice. My first speech was perfectly €x-
temporary, and I canuot do better than 1o trans-
eribe, with some small corrections and additions,

the report of it which is given in the New York | privileze,

Observer. [t was as follows— 14l

“Dr. Green said, it was. now six and thirty
years since the articles of union, referred to in
this résolution, had been arigintlly formed. There

were, he believed, but few on that floor who had |

then been present. Me had himself been one of
those who were conceryed, if wet in the forma-
tion, yet eertainly in the adoption of the anticles,
now the subject of considerition. But he did not

the article before us, is

a mutual conneil, a body utterly unknown
constitutions vnd from this council there
can be no appeal, either to a Synod; or 10 the Ge-
neral Assembly. Note it then as@a point unde-|
niably plain, that on this process, a Presbyterian
minister is deprived of all right of an appeal even
to his own Presbytery, unless the'very party with
whom be litigates will graciously grant him the
and all appeal to a Synod, or the Gene-
ral Assembly, is, in every évent, wholly and [or-
ever foreclosed, 1f ourconstitution is not violat-
ed. and setat nought, ju this article, let somebody
tell us: if they ean, how it may be done.
Aczain— The 3d artiele of this singalar plan pro-
vides for the settlement of a minister of Congre-
=atiopal principles over a Presbyterian chureh:

and the whole article shows that the minister
here contemplated is supposed to remain a Con-

rise to defend their constitutionality, for he was

satisfied that they were unconstitutional thropgh- | 1s this; Sir, consistent with our conslitution?
out. [Itought to'be recollected; however, thatithe | Surely not.” Does not the constitution ‘of our
state of the churehesar ihat time,was exceediicly | church require that every minister, when install-
different from their présent state. The supreme | od shall explicitly recognize the binding force of
indicatory of the Presbyterian church hadithen | jiis ordination engagements? [

ut rccen‘lly become.a delegated body. '”}‘* Y- | But perhaps it will be said, that the constitution
nod of New York and Philadelphia, by which, lo'] does not specify /the particular_chureh im whis
the yeat 1788, the present cousitution of this | his engagements at ordivation shallbe madesand
church was formed, was not a delegated body;|thatthey may be madein aCongregational chureh,

and being then the supreme jdicafory, it was
subjeet to no rules, bui such as were dictated by
expediency, and a 'general sense of duty and re-
sponsibility to'the great Head of the chureh: And
it did so bappen, (hat when thesame men who
had formed, or hielpad to form the Synod, came to
sit in, the General Assembly, which was a dele-
gated sbody.* with limited powers, clearly and
strictly specified, it seemed as il they could not
be hrought to keep in tliglEregollection the change
which had taken place'tn the relations they had
formerly, sustained, and the eonsequent change

demanded in the habits of thinking and acting
which they had been long aceustomed. any
P

acts were at that tiine done; which, if p -
now; would not be listened to a moment."AS one
example of this kind of action, he stated itas a
faet, that for two or three years after the forma-
tion of the General Assembly, members of Pres-
byteries, withoutever having l-wuue%Bcie(Lur com-
missioned as members of the Assembly, and who
were in altendanee only ns spectators; were io "
ed to silyand ‘actually did sit, as coprespondent
memberswithall thesame prit'ileﬁich,intha[
character, they had possessed in shyteries and
Synods. The records of the General Assembly
contain the evidence of this fact; and show the pe-
riod and theconsiderationson which this practice
wasabolished. Dr. G, said he had been speaking of
what he personally kuew, and testified of what he
had witnessed;and that his statement might serve
to explain how a plan sopalpably and grossly un-
constitutional as that under consideration, ever
came to be adopted by the General Assembly of
1801. _

#In addition, however, (o the inherent ynconsti-
tutionality of this plan, eircumstances had arisen,
which toolefrom it the only ground on which it
had originally stood. It was avowedly, professed-
ly, and in terms, an arrangement for the frontier
seltlements. But he desired to know il Western
New York, for whose behalfithe plan was con-
fessedly formed, was syow adrontier settlement,
Sa far from it, that country was as [ully cultivar-
ed and as densely peopled as many ofithe oldest
settlements in our land. Ly Br liad been in-
tended that the singular ar wnts of what was
usually ‘called the aceommodation plan, should
be econtinned, when the settlements for whose be-
nefit it had been contrived, should cease to bie a
frontier. It was expected that by that time, the
churches would be fully erganized, either in the
Preshvterian or the Clongregational form, The
chureh, therefore, for years past, had been acling
on a system which, at its beginning, was avow-
edly temporary in its character, and whose per-
petuity was never so nruch as contemplated; s
system whieh provided an expedient for the time
being, to enable feeble and infant congregations
to obtain the stated administrations of the gospel,
when otherwise they must have been entirely de-
prived of the means of grace. The Assembly,
therefore, were now called to act on an instru-
ment, under cirenmstanees wholly different from
thaose in which that instroment bad beenadopted.
He hoped that this would be well considered; and
that it would be remembered, that the plan pro-
posed to be abrogated was not only unconstitu-
tional in its:nature, but now wholly out of date.”

After I had spoken as just stated, the debate
was continued till the close of the gvening ses-
sion, and was left open to be resumed on the ful-
lowing morning. The lastspeaker before the ad-
Journment was the Rev. Mr. Cleaveland, who ear-
nestly opposed the abrogation of the plan and urg-
ed that the question underdebate should be arvued

and deeided on eonstitutional prineiples. Hayving | the fact of its existence could ever have con-

employed a part of the interval of adjournment
to make some preparation, I obtained the floor of
the house at the recopening of the debate on the
subsequent_morning, and spoke 1o the following
effect:—

Mr. Moderator—1 was equally gratified and
surprised, on hearing the last speaker insist with
eariestness, that we should keep to the groand of
the constitution, in discussing and deciding on
the subject naw before the house. | was gratified

to find rhat the friends ol the Plan of Uuion were
willing and desirous 1o rest its claims n/consti-
tutional principles; for by these principles we ecer-
tainly ought to be govérned, in resclving eitherto
retain or reject the plan: And 1 was surprised,
Sir, greatly surprised—1o hear what 1 did on this

Eulm, eoming from thequarter from which it came;

ecause, althoogh something specious may be said
"in favor of this plan, as a matter of gapediency,

vet on the ground of the constitution, I am per-

fectly confident that-it can never receive even a
plansible defence. It most palpably violates the
eonstitution of our chureh, in three artieles out of
the four, in whigh its provisions are embodied and
expressed.,

I shall endeavor to show in a few words, for
many are not necessary, first, that this plan de-
prives eertain officers and members of tlie Pres-
byterian church of some of their inost valuable
rights and privileges; and then, that it confers im-
portant tights and privileges on other individuals
indirect violation of the constitution of ourchurch.

I presume, Sir;that | am safle in saying, thatin
any matter of eontroversy, the riglit to a fair trial
in the courts of our church, and of an appeal from
l.l‘\e lower courts to the higher, is one that every”
Presbyterian numbers among. the most precious
and valpable that his church reservesto him, Let
us examine this plan, and see how it affeots this
right and privilege, 'The plan, Si, yon will find
takes it-away entirely. Forit declaresin the 2d
article, that when a Presbyterian ministen is set-
tled—as by this strange plan_he way be settled—
over a Congregational chure hy :and’:u;y l]ilﬁct'.ﬂc!j’
shall arise ‘between him and the chureh..or any
mewmber of it, “the difficulty shall he ru!':'rrﬂl o
the Presbytery- to which the minister shall bes
long.? But mark well the previso, under which
this stipulation is made; it is this—“Provided both
parties shall agree to it; if not, to a council, con-

oresationalist, and to avow himsell to be such.

We know it does.
ich

as wellas inone that is proféssedly Presbyterian,
The absurdity of this supposition will at onge be
laring, il we castour eyes on the 2d and 3d ques-
tions proposed to every Presbyterian minister at
his ordination, and to whieh he is required to an-
swer aflirmatively. The questions are these—
“Po you stngerely receive and adapt the Confes-
sion of Faith of this chureh,as containing the
system of doetrine tanghtin the Holy Seriptures?

|says. expressly, that

appe
presbytery. lis ed,
clearly unconstitutional; because our constitution
“a presbytery consists of all
the ministers; and one ruling elder, hr'?m each
congregation within a eertain distriet:” and so,
also, in the Synod and General Assembly, _ﬂ_:lmg
elders, in number equal 1o the clergy, compose
an essential part or element of both'these bodies.
But the Plan‘manifestsan utter disregard of Pres-
byterian prineiples, in this, as in oflier respects,
that it makes no provision for any lay re]f ta-
tion, either in the Syvod or the General ASsem-
bly. We know, indeed, that the Plan has received
a construction that hassupplied all this deficiency, |
an oria; compitteemen have, in parf, been mem-
bers of Synod, 1 believe, to the present time; and
of the General Assembly, till within a few years
past. But this only shows the enormity of the
abuses whichl have arisen ont of this Plang for
the appearance of a committeeman in any judica-
tory of our LTurch, except the presbytery,isa

violation of tlie Plan itself, as well as of thecon-
stitutiop of our chureh, g
Having adyerted to the abusesito which this
Plan has given rise, permit me to mention one of
these abuses,| which is on record, in the printed
Minutes of ti? General Assembly, for 1826. 1In
that year, itappears that Mr. Josiah Blspell, from
the presbyteryjof Rochester, was admitted as a
member of the General Assembly, after an ar-
dent debate, in, which' his right 10 a seat in that
body was eotested. Those who opposed him
entered theie protest against his admission, and
assigned, in substance, the following reasons—
1. “Bevayse he was neither an ordained minis-
ter pora reling elders 2. Because he was not
even a-commitlecman, 3. Because he had not,
either frow the constitution, or from the conven-
tional agreement, recorded in the Digest; pp. 297
—299, the shadow of a claim to a seat in this
House.” This Protest was signed by two aad
forty members of the Assembly, and the name of
the Rev. Dr. McAuley stands at the head of the
list. The General Assembly, as usual, appointed
a commitlee tp answer the protest, and it was as
follows—1 read the whole—"“Mr. Bissell was ad-

And do youapprove ol the government apd dis-
ciplie of the Bresbyterian ehurch in the United
States?” - Now, Sir, a Congregational minister
never does and never can apswer aflirmatively to
these questions, 0r to any other of equivalent im-
port; because by doing so he would, by that very
act, disavow Copgregationalism and declare him-
self a Preshyterian. The admirted fact, therefore;
that the minister contemplated in this 3d article
remains a Congregationalist, is a demonstrative
prool that he has never brought himsell underany
obligations to conform Lo our constitution, in doe-
trine, governmwent or diseipline; and thus the plan
sets aside, in this instanee, a most important pro-
vision of our standards. How many Congrega-
tional ministers have acrually entered the Pres-
byterian chureh at this open door, and lor years
past, without ever adopting dir constitution, have
been members of Presbyteries, Synods and Ge-
neral Assembliesgmobody cantell; butit is no vio-
lent presumption that the number has not been
swall. But further—This 3d article provides that
if the Congregational minister, who is set overa
Preshyterian chuareh, shall have a difficulty with
his ehureh, or with any member of it, his cause
shall be tried by the Assoeiation to whleh he be-
longs, if both parties agree to ity otherwise by a
council,one h::i!’ Congregationalists and the ether
hall Presbyterians, mutually agreed on by the
pariies. Here, a whole Presbyterianchurch, when
in controversy with its minister,is absolutely de-
prived of a trial by any of our constitutional
courts. The chnrch may choose whether it will
suhmit to the Assoeiation, or to a Council, but it
can in no event appeal to a Presbytery, a Synod,
or the General Assewbly. Is this Presbyterian-
ism? Tt is neither Presbyterianism nor Congre
gativnalism; hut an illegitimate something, par-
raking, in part, of the nature of both; and in which
the pature of both is deteriorated. g

The 4th article of this Plan relates to a con-
eregation consisting partly of those whao hold the
Congregational form of discipline, and partly of
those who hold the Preshyterian form. In this
case, the article pow under consideration recom-
mends that “the chureh choose a Standing Com-
mittee, lrom the eommunicants of said church,
whose business it shall be to call to account any
meinher of the ehurch who shall conduct himself
inconsistently with the laws of Christianity, and
lo give judgment on such conduet.”” Here we
find a court or tribunal created, anthorized expli-
citly “to give judgment” on delinquent church
members.  Now, as our constitution knows no-
thing of such a court or judicature, as the Stand-
ing Committes here mentioned, it was indispen-
sahle to its constitutionality that the presbyteries
should have been consnlted, and that at least a
majority of them should have approved of its ex-
istence and its functions. But we all know that
the presbyteries never were consulted on thissub-
jeet—it is not even pretended thatthey were. It
follows inevitably and indisputably, that the ap-
pointment of this Committee; invested with pow-
ers which deeply -allect our whole system of go-
vernment, was an act of usurpation—a stretch of
| unconstitutional authority—which nothing but

vineed us, that our fathers and brethren in the|
General Assembly of 1801 could have perpetrat-
ed.  That they did it inconsiderately, and not
with a bad but a goed design, no onecan believe
more firmly, or admit more cordially, than my-
self.  But thigaliers not the nature, the inherent
unconstitationality, of the act itself. Among
other objeciionable matter that it contains, it
takes away from every individual condemned by
the StandingaCommittee, the constitutional privi-
lege of an appeal to any higher court than a pres-
bytery, DBut this is the smallest of its practical
mischiefls. It verifies to tne letrer, the second
part of my general position; namely, that this
Plan of Union eonfers important rights and privi-
leges on certain individuals, in direet violation of
the constitution of our church. This is implied,
generally, in what | have already shown; but the
subject deserves to be looked at, for a few mo-
ments, more particularly.

The unconstitutionality which T have now in
view, is summarily this—that the article before
us, while it sets aside entirely the church Session
—a constitutiopal court—invests committeemen
with some of the most important pawers ol rul-
ing elders; and yet omits 1o take any éngagement
from them for the faithful discharge of their du-
ties. What, sir, isa ruling elder, according to
our constitution? The Form ol Government,
chap, v., says—*Ruling elders aré properly-the
representatives of the people, chosen by them for
the puipeseol exercising government and disei-
pline, in eonjunction with pastors or ministers.”
Now, the Committeemen of this Plan are not
chosen by the people; but exclusively by the
ehureh; and it does not appear that the pastor is
to act with them atall, when'they eall to account
the delinquent members of the church. Again,
araling elder is, by our constitution, inducted into
office by the same solemn adoption of the doe-
teines and government of our church, which is
-i’!ci;{girml of a minister, But these committeemen
neither adopt any part of the constitution of our
thureh, norenterinio any engagements whatever,
tor the faithful diseharge of their duties. In every
constitutional judicatory of our chureh, ruling el-
ders, unless they voluntarily waive their privi-
leges, compose at least as lakge o part of it as is

composed by theelergy. Butin the article before

{ mitted by the Assembly, for the following reasons
| —1. The commission which Mr. Bissell produced
| was in due form, and signed by the proper officers
lof presbytery. 2. Every presbytery hasa right
{ 1o judge of the qualifications of its own members;
|and is amenable to Synod, and not to the General
| Assembly, except by way of appeal, or reference,
or complaint, regularly brought up from the infe-
rior judicatories, which has not been done in the
present case. 3. It would be a dangerous prece-
dent, and would lead to the destruction of all or-
der in the ¢hurch of Christ, to permit unautho-
rized verbal testimony to set aside an authenti-
cated written document.” Now, sir, let it be well
observed, that in answering the protest, there is
nodirect denial whatever of itsallegations. Let
it be observad, too, that the assertion, that the
presbytery had a right to judge of the qualifica-
tions of its own members, while it is equivoeally
true, may be essentially false. The Presbytery
doubtless had a right 1o judge whether Mr. Bis-
sell had the qualifications for a seat in the Gene-
ral Assembly which the Plan of Union specified.
But it is equally clear, that they had no right be
vond this. ' Their judgment ecould not give him
the proper qualifications, if he had ot those which
the plan made indispensable: And the very point
al.issue was, whether he had or had not, the spe-
cific qualification, made essential by the Plan of
Union.. The protesters most unequivocally de-
clared that he bad not; aud thé committee do not

inference, which mightor might not be just. The
fair conclusion is, that the protesters were right,
and that the inference of the committee was alto-
rether ingonelusive and evasive. This conclusion
is mueh corroborated by the additional evasion,
contained in the committee’s reply. Their plea
here is, that it would be dangerous to aceredit
verbal testimouy in opposition to an authenticat-
ed written document, Granted as a general, bot
not as a universal truth, But why putit forward
on this oecasion, in place of a direct denial, il
such a denial could be made? The commitlee,
being of Mr. Bissell’s party, did certainly koow
what were the facts of the case: and if the facts
had not been such as the protesters affirmed that
they were, the committee, beyond a question,
would have said so, and have put an eng al once
to all controversy and doubt on the subjeet. Their
not deing it, is a tacitadmission, conclusive, how-
ever, though both tacit and reluctant—that they
well knew that Mr. Bissell was neither minister,
ruling elder, nor committee man: and the result
of the whole is, that the Presbytery of Rochester
in the year 1826, commissioned and sent to the
Gieneral Assembly, in the chardeter of a ruling
elder, a man who was not a ruling elder, nor pos-
sessed of any qualification torender him rightful-
ly a member of that body. I confess, Sir, I am
shocked while 1 say and t{ink of this. If sucha
transaction had taken place in a civil court, it
wuould probably have been followed by an indict-
meant, for an offence which I will not name. The
act might be, and I hope was, performed by the
Presbytery hastily and inconsiderately; and itap-
pears it was sustained by a majority of the Gene-
ral Assembly of 1826. Igut apologize for it as we
may, nothing on earth can ever justily it. And
I do verily bélieve, Sir, thar it has been very far
from being a solitary act of its kind. On the con-
trary, there is great reason to apprehend that the
instances have been nomerous, in which not only
committee men, but simple church members, have
come to the General Assembly, commissioned as
ruling elders, and have taken their seats accord-
ingly. And when, in addition to this, wetake in-
to view what has already been shown, that Con-
gregational ministers, who have never adopted
our standards, may have been, and doubiless havey
often been, sent as comiissioners to the General
Assembly, we have this result—that for many
years past, not a small portion of the Supreme
Judicatory of this ehurch, in which questions are
finally decided which vitally affect the church in
doctrine; government and discipline, have been
yoted upon and often” carried, by men who have
felt themselves nnder no obligation to regard a
constitution which they have never bound them-
selves to. obey—by men, in fact, who haye legis-
lated for a church to which they did not belong,
In these circumstances, is it any wonder that our
ehurch has been distracted? TIsitany wonder that
false doctrine and pernicious measures, however
censured and exposed in writing, or eondemned
in the inferior courts, have looked forward to the
court of the last resort for countenance and pro-
tection, and have not looked in vain. Is it not ra-
ther a wonder that our church could have presery-
ed its existenee in such circumstanees?—A" won-
der, that having it in our power (for we always
had it in our power) to put an end to these into-|
lerable evils, we have borne with them so long?
I say, then, in conclusion, sir, that as this Plan
of Union has,confessedly, never been sanctioned
by the Preshyteries, it has always been unconsti-
tutional, and every act performed under it, has
been an unconstitutienal act. Nay, sir, since
this. Plan (as I haye shown) is, in all its essen-
tial parts and features, eompletely anti-preshyte-
rial, the Presbyteries themselves could not have
sustained it, without repealing, by that very act,
a large part of their previous constitution,  The
Plan was revised and drawn up by Dr. Jonathan
Eidwards, then President of Union College. He
had recently come into the Preshyterian Church
from his settlement in New Haven, and had pro-

us, 0o provision is made for'a committeeman to

bably retained a predilection for the Congrega-

ar in any of our church courts, except in the tional principles and usages to which he had been
) His appearance there, indeed, is|accustomed; and, as I stated yesterday, the As-

(we are Office-Dearers, most

affirmthat he had, otherwise than' by an ambiguous

sembly adopted the Blan, without adverting to its
palpable inconsistency with' the constitution of
our ehureh. The Tength of time during which
we have acéted under it, so far from beivg dn ar-
gument that we should continue to do so, fur
nishes the most powerful motive to urge us 1o
abolish it without further delay: It has been
prineipally instramental in polluting, dishonour-
ing, and distracting ougichurel: And it does
seem o me, that we owe it as a sagred duty to
God and to that section of his chureh in which
emnly bound by
dirity and peace,
nstituiional and
for myself 1 shail

ourordinationvows to cons
to abrogaie, at ence, this
mischievous Plan of Union; an
vote accordingly.”

Thus, my dear sir, [ have endeavoured to com-
ply with your request. Doubtless, my spokenand

my written speech must differ somewhat, both in

U ent of the thoughts and in the lan-
gunge xpressing them; for I-have lost

the lfew no it 1 hiad before me when Ispoke;

and the r¢ f the speech in the New-York
Observer is erfect, although 1 do not charge

it with any misrepresentation. In writing, I have

not hesitated fo express a thooght that eceurred,

as pertinent, satisfied or not that 1 utter-
ed it orally in the Assembly. I bave already

said, that I spoke to the same “effect’ as 1 haye
written; and ¢hat I supposeis all that can be said,
when speeches are written in the same circum-
stances in which mine has been penned.

Now, my ftiend, God, in bis good providence,
has mercifully, and most manifestly, interposed
in our favour. Under his gracious ordering, a
great and most desirable reformation has been
begun in our church. But let us keep in mind
that it is only begun. It must be earried out b
Presbyteries and Spnods, before it can be consi-
dered as established; and- the next General As-
sembly will, to the full, be as'important as the
last.. We need to be very humble, yery prayer-
ful, and very vigilant. If we are, I have the ut-
most confidence that our church will soon see
happier days than any that she has seen for twen-
ty years past—that she ‘will arize and shine, her
light having come, and the glory of the Lord hav-
ing risen upon her. You have my bést wishes
and prayers, that God may direct, bless and sue-
ceed you in your new and arduous vocation, and
in allyour labours in the Gospel of our dear and
common Lord,

Affectionately and sincerely yours,
ASHBEL GREEN.
Rev. W, 8. Plumer.
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For the Watchman of the Soutls.
THE TRUE STATE OF THE CASE. .-,,c,:‘:,_
Mr. Plumer, 23 .

In deciding & controversy nmhing-'l's"‘:mm_‘..é;*@':
portant than to ascertain the exact grounds on
which it stands, In the dispute which now agi-
tates the church, it is my full persuasion that the
orthodox, or old school party, areacting merely on
the defensive, and that with a good- conscience
they could not have acted differently from what
they have done. These orthodox-men have been
charged with grasping at power; I do not perceive
that they have aimed at the exercise of any other
power than what was necessary to preserve the
standards and government of the church.

It is fully believed by the orthodex, that there
is an intention in the new school party to revolu-
tionize the Presbyterian-church. The noted con-
versation overheard between Doctors Skinnerand
Beecher, goes stronaly toestablish that peint.—
Declarations of a similar tendency, from other
leading members of the party; might be adduced;
‘but it 1s the less necessary to seek after evidence
of this kind, as I think 1t can bv shewn to the

revolation is actually commenced; and has for
some lime been going on before our eyes. By
revolutionizing a church, we must mean some
material change in itz creed or form of zovern-
ment. To change the creed of a chureh is to
tooeh its most vital interests, and every church
which forms a ereed, will resigt such an attempr,
il it has any tenderness of conscience, or regard
to the authority of heaven. The addresses of our
Saviour to the seven ¢hurches of Asia, will con-
vinee any man who believes the Bible, that the
indulgence of error and lukewarmness are the
two most fatal causes of destruction toany church,
And can any chureh witness- the change of its
creed, so as to introduce what it believes to be
dangerous error, without a serious effort to coun-
teract that change? Can they believe that the
bead of the church, who bestowed such severe
denuneiations on the indulgence of errorin the
second and third chapters of the revelation, will
hold them guililess, if they do not oppose such
innovations as fall directly under his denuncia-
tion? The authors of the innovation may say
they are reforming; but this will not satisly those
who believe they are corrupting the oracles of
truth.

Now the question presents itself—what is the

ter a choreh and propagate doetrines which that
church had always considered as heresy, and
should that party successfully combine to proteer
those doctrines from the discipline and censure
of the church, would noet this be revolution?—
would it not, to all practical purposes, change the
ereed of the church?7—and would not every man
who read with reverence our Saviour's declara-
“tion against the érrors of the seven churches, feel
himself bound to resist such innovations?

f any person will look back twentyfi-ve or
thirty years, and read the trial of H. Balek, of Da-
vis of South Carolina; or of the Cumberland
Presbyterians, or even of the New Lights and
jiStonites of Kentucky, heiwill certainly perceive
that what was condemned as heresy then, is pro-
tected and justified, and that in a systematic
manner, by the new school party at present.—
This will eertainly justify us in saying, that a
change of our system is attempied; and it will
justify the orthodox in resisting that change,

_The new school, indeed, raise the outery about
bigotry when we defend our doctrines; they call
it persecution, when we resist their innovations;
but this only shews the perversion of "views
which has entered into this subject. In every
other case, when men assail important rights,
they expect resistance. 1f a robber should at-
tempt to break his neighbour’s house, he woald |
expect opposition; and should he even receive a
severe blow,—should his head be broken, or were |
he knocked down in the contest, I should hardly
expect him to go into the yard and raise a yell
about persecution. And yet I would much rather
my house should be robbed, than that the Pres-
byterian Chureh should be despoiled of its doc-
tripal purity., “Truth is in order to holiness®—
take away the purity of a church and you destroy
its efficacy. ;

Another revolutionary point consists in the at-
tempt to introduce abolition. When our eonsij-
tution was formed, there was perhaps net a Pres-
bytery within the whole church, which was not
in a slave-holding distriet. This fact is sufficient
to shew that our gogerament does notallow any
man tg be impeached ontthe ground of slavery;
and yet the attempt has béen made, and by the |
same parly too, to introduee abolition into our
Judicatories, and embroil our ehnrehes, A great
deal has been saifhof late, with very Little proof
or evidence, to produce’ a beliel that ahelition
prevails as much among the orthodox, as among

satisfaction of impartial men, that the work of |

revolutionizing of a chureh? Should a party en- |

Presbytery of Chilicothie, wasa hot-bed of aboli-
tion; in afl the late declamation on the subjeet,
they have only been able, on any plausible eyi-
dence, to add one moreorthodox clergyman to that
clase; all this does not shew that we are very
likely to be troubled with abolition, if the action
of the General Assembly be sustained,
1 suppose, upon this question, the new school
men, and especially the new sehool editors, have
a right to speak for themselves, The Alton Ob-
server, who has been long engaged iu the aboli-
tion war, and not destitute of skill in estimating
its forees; speaks of the act of tlie Assembly, as
a blow aimed almost exelusively at abolition;and
says, il the small Sy-no’da:%n and 11li-
nois, had been included arem dizspwned Sy-
nods,; almost the whole of abolition would have
been removed from the Presbyterian Church.
The Cincinnati Journal, certainly a high au-
thority in the new school, says that as the ortho-
dox united to exelude abolition from the floor of
the Assembly, the questiof between the patties
may now be considered as entirely changed;—it
is now a controversy between slayery and anti-
slavery; and if the “‘slavery at the South can
anly be supported by such means, let it come to
an end, whatever may be the consequences’”—"a
warning voiceshall go forth.® Andagain, “not
a word 1z suffered to bespoken on the subject of
alavery, without rebuke” All this rage is got
up because the mojority of the Assgmt;gdid: not
suffer abolition to bediptroduced with all'its ma-
lignit¥--'and abuse, and because tle Soutliern peo-
ple (slavery having been fixed upon them without
their consent) are determined to trear the subject,
as our Saviour and his apostles directed in simi-
lar circumstances; therefore, “slavery must come
to an end, let consequences be what they may,”—
“a warning voice must go forth.™ Such threats do
not alarm us, because these people are not able
toseflect their p.urpuse*,é—fhiil.i? their power equal-
led theiv will, the Southern eountry wotrblg. be
wrapped in Hames and drenched in blood, before
the lapse of asingle year. The ®warning voice”
would soon “go forth:?” In eontemplating the
action: of some ol the new school and some of
the abolitionists, I am surprised at nothing; but I
am really surprised that Presbyterians lin the
South, are for taking such men to their bosom, -
Reference has'been made to an act of the Genes
ral Assembly of 1818, asfurnishing proof that the
Presby terians of the non-slave-holding States
were always tinctured with abolition. The act

tain abolition;—it laments the evils ofslnlel.;yir
it bestows censure on' the act by which it origin-
ated—thatis, the slave trade;—and itrecommends

“I'to masters within our ehurch, elemecy and the re-

legious instruction of slaves. Such doctrines as.
hear—indeed, one of our greatest objections to
abolition is, that it prevents the religious instruc-
tion and consequent improvement of the slave’s
condition. °

But there is one fact which will completely dis-
sipate all the sophistry raised about this act of the
Assembly of 1818. Something more than twen-
ty years ago, the Presbytery of Lexington, Va.,
deposed a member who had somehew got into its
connexion, hecause he broke forth into that abu-
sive abolition which characterizes the present day:
the abolitionist appealed to the Assembly—and 1t
was by this very Assembly of 1818 that this ap-
peal was tried—and the Assembly, by an over-
whelming majority, confirmed the'senience of the
Lexingtan Preshytery deposing George Bourne.
Now, when the attempt is made 1o prove by acts
of this-Assembly, that the Presbyterian Chureh
has always been full of abolition, let this fact go*
‘aloug with the Gther statements. There was,
indeed, in that Assembly asmall party of between
twenty and thirty men, principally From the re-
gion of the disowned Synods, who were willing
to make a noise about abolition; but the majority
against them was so strong, that they were able
to.give no disturbanee; and if the action of the
last Assembly be sustaived, as 1 have no doubt
it will, we shall have as little truuble about abo-
lition fwre;lfter, as we had in former times.

Lwo points; an attempt (o change our creed, and
to pour a {lood of abolition into the bosom of the
Presbyterian church, The men however who
support this course, profess to beé the friends of
our present srs!em;lhey even come forward with
a furious zeal to defend our constitution. But in
their exposition they shew what kind of a consti-
tution they mean to give us, Some ofithem say
that standing commiftee are as good as sessions;
that if a committee man can only get inlo the
place and powerof an elder, he must, to all in=
tents and purposes, be considered as a regularly
ordained elder. Now here would be an important
change of our system; our sessions, an important
Rart of our church, would notonly be sweplaway,

ut our bonds of confidence destroyed; our ju@,

catories would be filled with men who had ne
received our creed, or given evidence of the
[ Presbyterian principles. If our civil courts and
[ legislatures were filled with men who had never
taken the oath of office, nor submitted ro'the forms
of naturalization, this would resemble the order
of things to which these delenders of our consti-
tution would reduce our church, '
These men alsotell us that the pastor of a Con-
gregational chureh is as a good a member of our
| Judicatoriesas any other minister. Butthe ehurch-
| es of this order have great power overitheir pas:
tors; they canno: indeed prevent his prcncm
without their bounds, but they can excommuni-
cate him from the privileges ol their chureh; and
one of these ehurches within the disowned Sy-
nods, lately expelled a Preshyterian pastor, be-
cause he wounld not ordain a man as an elder, who
refused toreeeive vur Confession of Faith, These
sentiments shew us whatkind of government such
furious defenders of our constitution-would leave
us; they would give us a constitution which might
be any thing or nothing; the toy or play-thing of
the party in power. Indeed these men only care
for some of the abstract forms of the eonstitution,
which might tie up the hands of the General As-
sembly. and prevent resistance to that glorious re-

volution which they mean to accomplish.

The constitutional question seems to be an end-
lese subject in this discussion, and I must make
a few remarks upon it. Some of our opponents
tell us that if the Aet of Union was not constita-
tional at first it has become so by a lapse of time.
But if the Act of Union has become a constitu-

[ tional law, what has become of the old canstitu-

tional of the Presbyterian church? The very na-
ture of an uneonstitutional law is to destroy the
constitution which it violates—the law an"cr the
constitution cannot stand tbgzether. Sometimes
an unconstitutinnal law makes but a slight alter-
atiomin the government, and its effects are hard-
ly perceivable; but the Act of Union changes al-
most the whole Preshyterian system; it removes
our sessions; modifies and almost destroys the
right of appeal; places diseipline in the hands of
new tribunals; and insome cases, makes the male
members of the church the court of the last re-
sort, This Act of Union and our'dld eonstitution
cannot stand on the same platform; if “this law has
beceme constitutional, and is in foree, our former
constitution must be given up; a little attention
to these things might convinee us that an uncon-
stitutional law never can become valid. To make
this law valid, we either make the pld constitu-
tion invalid, orelse we have two constitutions, one
for the four Synods, and one for tle rest o{' the
Presbyterian: church; and in that case we have

the mew schoal. In the beginning of this dis-

two churches.

in question was not thought at that time to con-'

these the xouthern people are always willing to

Here then a revolution h,nsﬁn attempted at~
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