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PREFACE.

——

Turouen the goodness of God, which we desire most thankfully to
acknowledge, the Christian Advocate, and its original Editor, have both
survived to the close of a seventh year. That either would live to the
present time, was, at the commencement of this Miscellany, very pro-
blematical. Butboth have been spared; and this work now receives a pa-
tronage which, if continued, will ensure its permanence. Still, it is not
such a patronage as we think ought to be afforded, to the-only periodical
publication in the United States, which, while invariably catholick in its
tone toward all evangelical protestant denominations, has been, for a se-
ries of years, the steady, open, and unequivocal advocate of Presbyterian
institutions, doctrines, and measures—in opposition tv much that has
been, and still is, either calculated or intended to discredit, undermine
and subvert them. The Editor feels how difficult it is to speak properly-
of himself and of his work, and will therefore say but little—"That little,
however, he will say very plainly, and let it stand for what it is worth.
He says then, that he has no wish to interfere with other evangelical pub-
lications of any kind; and that he has recommended, and earnestly en-
deavoured to promote, the circulation of some, the reception of which he
was sensible might cause the relinquishment of his own—Against this ef-
fect of what he has done, he wishes to protest; and to say that he shall
think it hard, if his zeal to help others shall be found to have injured him-
self. He has no objection that his patrons should cherish new friends,
provided they do not abandon an old one; for he will risk the vanity of
saying, that he verily believes they will not find the new, better than the
old. Itis his determination to endeavour still to improve this Maga-
zine, and he thinks he has the prospect of adding something to its value
—He has been favoured with a larger number of subscribers in the last,
than in any previous year; and he hopes there will not be a diminution,
but a liberal increase, of the number (still short of twelve hundred) in
the year to come—May the remnant of his days be more earnestly and
unreservedly than ever, consecrated to the service and glory of that
divine Master, to whom he is soon to render up his account; and may
the Master’s blessing rest on his well meant humble labours.
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- LECTURES ON THE SHORTER OATE-
CHISM OF THE WESTMINSTER AS-
SEMBLY OF DIVINES—ADDRESSED
TO YOUTH.

LECTURE XXXVII.

When God from mount Sinai,
delivered the moral law, as com-
prehended in the Decalogue or Ten
Commandments, he introduced it,
as we are informed, Exodus xx. 2,
with these solemn and emphatic
words—“I am the Lord thy God,
which have brought thee out of the
land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage.”  These words our Cate-
chism, with great propriety, deno-
minates—- the Preface of the Ten
Commandments.” A preface is
« something spoken introductory to
the main design,”* asd is intended
to prepare the hearet or reader to
receive what follows, with better
understanding, and with more at-
tention and regard, than he might
otherwise do:  And it will appear
that the words with which the De-
calogue was introduged are most
admirably calculated to produce
these effects, when we consider, as
our Catechism affirms, that * The
Preface to the Ten Commandments
teacheth us, that because God is

- the Lord, and our God, and Re-
deemer, therefore we are bound to
keep all his commandments.”

There seems to be no reasonable

¢ Johnson’s Dictionary.

Vov. VII.—Ch. Adv.

- rest.

ground whatever, for the notion
which some have entertained, that
the words we consider were in-
tended to be a preface to the first
commandment only, and not to the
Some special reference or
application to the first, they may
have; but they direct our attention
to considerations which powerfull
enforce every other precept whic
follows. Even the duties which
we owe to each other, derive their
highest sanction from the relation
in which we stand to God, and from
the requirements of his holy law.
Theanswerof the catechism under
consideration, and the text of Scrip-
ture to which it relatés, specify rea-
sons, calculated to show that we are
bound to keep all the command-
ments of God. The divine conde-
scension in this matter, ought not to
escape our notice. ‘The great Lord
of heaven and earth does not rest
lluis reﬂuisitions on authority mere-

e assigns the reasons why we -

should yield to his commands ; the
motives, in view of which we should
feel obliged, and be persuaded to a
cordial obedience; and thus he
seeks to draw and urge us to our
duty, by all the considerations
that -should influence rational be-
ings—by all that can operate on the
principles of gratitude and love, as
well as on our sense of justice and
propriety. He acts in this, not as
an arbitrary sovereign, but as a
tender and condescending father.
A



9 . Lectures on the Shorter Catechism.

The preface of the ten command-
ments teaches us, 1.—That God is
the Lord. I have heretofore had
occasion to observe that the He-
brew word Jehovah is almost uni-
formly, by our translators, rendered
Lord—1t is so rendered in the pre-
sent instance. Our Maker assigns
it as the first and formal reason
why we should keep all his com-
mandments, that he is Jehovah;
that is, as this name imports, “the
eternal, immutahle, and almighty
God, having his being in and of
himself, and giving being to all his
words and works.””* As he is then
the source of all existence, and of
all power, wisdom, justice, good-

ness, and truth, he must be seen

and acknowledged, by every ra-
tional creature to have a right to
command. ‘There can be no such
thing as rightful and reasonable
authority, if it does not belong to
the Being whose power is almighty;
and who possesses every other at-
tribute, which can give full assur-
ance that the power possessed will
be wisely, and equitably, and kind-
ly exercised. The consideration,
therefore, of the very nature and
attributes of God, shows in the
clearest manner, that we ought to
love and obey him with all our
hearts, and with the utmost promp-
titude and cheerfulness. This is,
and always has been, the indispen-
sable duty of every individual of
the human race. Hence the pre-
. face to the Decalogue, as well as
each of the commands which it
contains—and this is worthy of
particular notice—is directed to
individuals, and not to communi-
ties—« I am thy God—Thou shalt
have no other gods before me.” It
is a personal concern of every child
of Adam, without any. exception
and without any excuse or delay,
to yield unreserved obedience to
God, in all that He commands.

2. The second reason or conside-
ration which is assigned, why we

¢ Larger Catechism.

.

JaN.

should keep all the commands of -
Jehovah is, that he is our ‘God—*1I
am the Lord thy God.”®

“Every rational and moral being
has his God. The object which he
supremely loves, to whose authority .
he submits, and whose favour and
approbation he most seeks and re-

ards, i8 his God. The heathen

ave their idol gods, which receive
their homage and their offerings:
And all unsanctified men, even
under the light of the gospel, have
some creature objects which are
really their idols—creature objects
to which their hearts are given,
from which they seek their supreme
happiness, to which they do hom-
age, and to which they are subser-
vient even to abject devotion.

The ancient Israelites, to whom
the words «I am the Lord thy
God” were first addressed, were
the descendants of Abraham, with
whom, and his seed, Jehovah had
entered into a solemn covenant,
and given them the rite of circum-
cision as the sign and seal of that
covenant. At this very time, they
bore the evidence of the covenant
in their flesh. They had moreover
the special presence of Jehovah
among them, and the overwhelmin
manifestation of his power an
majesty before their eyes, in the
burning mount, and had actually
consented to enter, renewedly and
formally, into covenant with Him
who now uttered his voice from
amidst the awful exhibitions of Si-
nai. To them, therefore, the words
«] am thy God” were addressed
with a peculiar emphasis. Jehovah
was the covenant God of them and
their fathers; he had been faithful
to his covenant; he had been asto-
nishing(}y compassionate and con-
descending to themselves, and they
had anew and voluntarily consented .
to be his peculiar 2nd obedient peo-.
ple: And to have the Almighty
Sovereign of the universe thus
pledged to them, provided they
should prove faithful to their part
of the covenant, ensured to them
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rivileges, advantages, and bless-
ings innumerable, and of incon-
. ceivable value. By all these con-
siderations and motives, then, he
sought to secure their observance
of the precepts he was about to
deliver—an observance which was
to be the test of their fidelity in
keeping the covenant, into which
they were about to enter. It was
not expected, indeed, that they
would so observe the moral law as
to be the ground of their justifica-
tion before God, as a matter of
merit; but it was required, that
they should exhibit such a cordial
obedience to the whole of this law,

as to show their supreme love to its.

Author, and thus prove that they
were interested in that efficacious
atonement for sin by the promised
Messiah, which was so strikingly
refigured in their sacrifices, and
indeed in all their institutions.
Such was the pregnant import of
the words “I am thy God,” to
" those to whom they were originally
delivered.

But these words, my dear youth,
are as really addressed to us, as
they were to the [sraelites at Sinai.
The moral law, then promulged, was
intended to be as binding under
the gospel, as under the Mosaick
dispensation. It was sanctioned
both by the words and by the
example of the Saviour. 1t was
indeed, to restore its honours, vio-
lated by our sins, by his obedience,
and to endure its awful penalty in
behalf of his people, that he came
into our world. 'This law is there-
fore of everlasting and unchangea-
ble obligation; and although, as

ou have frequently heard in these
ectures, believers in Christ are not
under it as a covenant of works,
since, in that view of it, all its
demands were answered by their
Surety and in their behalf; yet
their observance of it as a rule of
life, is the test of their discipleship,
and the evidence of their union
with him as their spiritual head.
Hence the words, “1 am your

Lectures on the Shorter Catechism. | 8

God,"” applé with as much force to
professing Christians as to the an-
cient Israelites; nay, since we have
more light and richer blessings than
were vouchsafed to them, our obli-
gations are even more numerous,
tender, and touching than theirs.
Remember, I beseech you, my
Zouni friends, that you have been
rought under the most solemn ob-
ligations to consider the God of
Israel as your God. You have re-
cognised these obligations in every
act of religious worship in which
you have professed to join: for
whom do you worship, but Him
whom you avow to be your God?
and you who have been dedicated
to God in holy baptism, have been
formally and solemnly placed under
the bonds of this covenant. You
have been consecrated to Jehovah,
Father, Sou, and Holy Ghost. You
are bound to be his, by every awful
and endearing tie. He is emphati-
cally your God, and you are bound
to be his people—bound to be for
him and not for another. Nor can
Zou, without guilt and folly that
as no parallel, regard these obliga-
tions as a burden. They are, on
the contrary, connected with pri-
vileges and blessings beyond the
power of language to describe. If
you do not violate your obligations
to be the Lord’s, if you truly com-
ply with the terms of the gospel
covenant, a faithful and covenant-
keeping God will, on his part, grant
you all the blessings of that cove-
nant. He will, so to speak, give you
Himself. He will be to you all that
the infinite Jehovah can be, to crea-
tures of your limited capacity. As
a pious writer expresses it—* He
will make over all his glorious attri-
butes and excellences to be yours;
his infinity to be the extent of your
inheritance; his eternity to be the
date of your happiness; his un-
changeableness to be the rock of
your rest; his wisdom to direct
you; his power to protect you; his
holiness to sanctify you; his justice
to acquit you; his goodness to re-
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ward you, in the way of grace, not
of debt, and his truth to secure to
you the accomplishment of all his
promises.””™ Who can express or
conceive all the obligations, by
which we are bound to regard Je-
hovah as our God, and as such to
keep all his commandments!

8. God is our Redeemer. «1
have brought thee out of the land
of Egypt, out of the house of bon-
dage.’> The claims which Jeho-
vah, the God of Israel, had on the
gratitude, confidence, and obedi-
ence, of his ancient chosen people,
in consideration of his freeing them
from their grievous bondage in
Egypt, were no doubt of the strong-
est kind. Their oppression and
sufferings had been extreme; and
the interposition of their Omnipo-
tent deliverer was marked by mira-
cle, at every step. Not only had
he completely emancipated them
from the most cruel and abject sla-
very, when they were utterly un-
able to do any thing for their own
relief, but he had destroyed their
Kroud oppressor and all his armed

ost, and had given their spoil to
them—his liberated and joyful peo-
ple. That this people should wil-
ingly and ubreservedly obey all
the commands of a Deliverer, of
such unbounded wisdom, power,
and goodness, and to whom they
were under such peculiar obliga-
tions, was what common sense and
common gratitude would instantly
enforce and urge, in the most deci-
sive manner. It needed only to be
mentioned—yet it was peculiarly
proper that it should be mentioned
—when a code of moral laws was
about to be enacted by this Al-
mighty Benefactor, for the obedi-
ence of the people who owed him
80 many obligations.

This deliverance from Egyptian
bondage, however, was typical of a
fargreater deliverance—-the deliver-
ance of the people of God from the
slavery of sin and Satan, by the

® Fisher.
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Lord Jesus Christ, their divine Re-
deemer. How much of this spirit-
ual deliverance was apprehended by
the ancient Hebrews, we cannot pre--
cisely tell. Something of it must
have been perceived, by those who -
had spiritual discernment. That
Christ was typified by the Passover
instituted in Egypt, and that the
Rock which supplied them with'wa-
terin the wilderness was emblemati-
cal of Christ, and indeed that nearly
the whole of their institutions were
symbolical of his character and
work, we learn from the unerring
oracles of God. Zacharias also ap-
pears to allude to the Egyptian,
as well as to other deliverances,
which his people bad experienced,
when, in anticipation of the birth
of the Messiah, then near at hand,
he said—* Blessed be the Lord
God of Israel, who hath visited and
redeemed his people;” and he goes
on to recognise in that event the
fulfilment of all the prophecies, and
the oath of God to Abraham—¢ that
he would grant unto us, that we,
being delivered out of the hand of
our enemies, might serve him with-
out fear, in holiness and righteous-
ness before him, all the days of our
life.”> There is therefore no force
put on the words, when the authors
of our Catechism consider them as
pointing to the redemption of Christ
—and as teaching us to consider
God as our Redeemer from a thral-
dom, infinitely worse in its nature
and consequences, than that which
the Hebrews suffered in the land
of Egypt.

Meditate for a few moments, my
dear youth, on the state in which
you and all mankind were placed
by sin, and on what was done and
suffered by our blessed Redeemer
—the eternal Son of God—to deli-
ver us from our fearful situatien,
and to bring us into the light, and
liberty, ang privileges, of God’s
peculiar people. Consider, that
the whole human family, having
lost the image and apostatised from
the love, service, and obedience, of
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their Maker and rightful Lord, had
become the bond slaves of the
enemy of God and man; and were
led captive by him at his will. Re-
collect that this deplorable state
was not ene, like that of the He-
brews in Egypt, into which we had
fallen by our. misfortune only—It
was one in which our own guilt had
placed us; but from which no ef-
forts of our own could deliver us;
had we even been disposed to make
efforts for that purpose. But it was
not a small part of our misery, that,
wretched as our condition was, we
liked it well. We were rebels
against Jehovah, and slaves to Sa-
tan, and were pleased with our
chains. We needed both a provi-
sion for the pardon of our guilt,
and for rendering us willing to ac-
cept the pardon, when it should be
at our offer—willing to receive de-
liverance, when the way of deliver-
ance should be prepared and open.
This, precious youth, was your
situation and mine, as viewed in
our natural state, and without a
Redeemer. And what has the Re-
deemer done to bring us vut of this
state, and to render us heirs of “an
inheritance incorruptible, and un-
defiled, and that fadeth not away?”
He has come from heaven to earth,
bumbled himself to assume our na-
ture, expiated our guilt by a life of
suffering, terminating in the cursed
death of the cross. “We were not
redeemed with corruptible . things,
as silver and gold—but with the

recious blood of Christ, as of a
amb without blemish and without
spot.” Thus was a way opened to
bring us out of our prison house,
into the glorious liberty of the sons
of God. But alas! as has been
stated, man, infatuated as well as
enslaved by sin, had no disposi-
tion or inclination to be freed
from his bondage; and would in
fact never have been delivered, if
the Redeemer had mot done even
more than pay the price of re-
demption. If the Baviour had not
‘ascended to heaven, and sent the
Comforter, the Holy Ghost, to ap-
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ply the benefits of his work to the
souls of his people, and make them
«a willing people in the day of his
power,” not one of them would have.
come to him to receive his benefits.
No—having conquered their ene-
mies, he had still to subdue them to
himself, by the influences of his
Spirit—To draw them sweetly by
the cords of love; to unite them—
to identify them, with himself, that
all the privileges and all the pos-
sessions. of the sons of God might
be ensured to them ; that happiness,
which eye hath mot seen, nor ear
heard, nor of which the heart of
man hath ever conceived, might be-
come theirs, in virtue of their vital
union with himself. Of this ines-
timable spiritual deliverance, the
Exodus of the Israelites from
Egypt—their being brought from
under the tyranny of Pharaoh, and

the cruel slavery of their task-mas-

ters there, by the mighty power and
outstretched arm of Jehovah, was
indeed a fit and striking type, and
yet it was but a very small matter,
1n the comparison.

Recollecting then that it was
God our Redeemer, that it was
“ Immanuel, God with us,” who
from the top of Sinai delivered the '
ten commandments, as a Moral law,
for the guidance of man in the per-
formance of his duty—recollecting
that it was he who loved his people
with a love that was stronger than
death; that it was he who gave his
life for theirs; that it was he who
raised them from being heirs of hell
to be the heirs of heaven—recol-
lecting that he it was, who gave us
all these precepts; and that he
gave them, not less with a view to
our own best interest, than as a test
of our obedience and attachment to
himself—let any one say, whether
the conclusion of our Catechism
be not well and strongly made, that
« because the Lord is our God and
Redeemer, THEREFORE Wwe ,are
bound to keep all his coulmand-
ments.”

I am particularly solicitous, my
young friends, now that we are en-
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tering on the consideration of the
Moral law of God, that you should
take that view of it which has just
been given; and that you should
keep it in mind, through the whole
of the ensuing lectures on the pre-
cepts of the decalogue. If you will
consider God, in the character of
your Redeemer, as delivering these
commandments, they will come
with the most powerful appeals to
your hearts and consciences, and
you will, at the same time, view an
obedience to them in its true light
—not as something that will merit
heaven, but only as the proof and
evidence of real, cordial love to the
holy law of God, and of your disci-
Eleship, as the sincere followers of

im who has redeemed you. Do
you not perceive that the very no-
tion and name of a Redeemer, im-
plies that you were captives to sin
and Satan? And if so, and you
had nothing to pay, and must owe
your deliverance entirely to him,
ought he not to have the glory of
the whole? Suppose your obedi-

ence, henceforth to the end of life,

could be perfect, would that cancel
your former debt? ‘Would you not
still owe ten thousand talents to
the law and justice of God, for
your past transgressions? But
this supposition is never realized.
No mere man, since the fall, ever
did, or ever will, obey the law
of God perfectly, in this life; and
therefore will need constant par-
don for the imperfection of his

resent obedience, as well as for
Eis previously aggravated and accu-
mulated guilt. See, then, that you
must be indebted to the boundless
grace of God in the Redeemer, for
the whole of your salvation. Yet
this ought not to diminish, but
greatly to increase, your sense of
ebligation to obey his command-
ments? The inherent excellence,
and indispensable obligation of the
moeal law of God contained in the
ten commandments, is no where so
clearly and strikingly seen, as in
the whole process of that redemp-
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tion which Christ hath wrought out,
for all who believe in him. 1If it
had not been a good, reasonable,
equitable, and holy law in itself, he
would surely never have consent-
ed to be made under it, to obey
it perfectly, and to bear its pe-
nalty to the utmost. But if the
law is good and excellent in it-
self, all who love goodness and ex-
cellenice must love this law; and
if they love it, they will try to the
utmost to obey it; for it is a gross
absurdity to pretend to love a law
which we allow ourselves to disre-
gard and violate. The very nature
of a law implies the demand of obe-
dience; and if we love the demand
of obedience, we shall assuredly
render obedience. This obedience,
moreover, in the present instance,
is the appointed expression of our
gratitude and love to Christ. This
15 his own test—«If ye love me,
keep my commandments.” Thus
you see thatif you areright-minded,
you will strive to walk by the moral
law as a rule of life, both because
you love it for its own excellence,
and because this is to be the proof
of your gratitude and love to your
Saviour: And this is what is call-
ed evangelical obedience, and new
obedience—an abedience rendered
from the new principle of love—not
from the slavish principle of fear,
nor the mercenary principle of pur-
chasing or meriting heaven. May
the Spirit of all grace incline us
all to such an obedience, to all the
commandments of God our Re-
deemer; and to his name shall be
all the praise, both now and ever-
more—Amen.

————

THE GOSPEL DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFI-
CATION BY FAITH.
Tranaslated for the Christian Advocate,
Srom the Archives du Christianisme.

( Continued from vol. V1. page 543.)

That we are justified before God
by faith only, the express declara-
tions of the word of God incontest-
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ably prove. Besides the passages
which we have already quoted, we
add a few others, directly to the

int. * Abraham believed, and it
}his faith) was counted unto him
or righteousness (Rom. iv. 8); The

spel of Christ is the power of

od unto salvation to every one
that believeth (Rom. i. 16); Who-
soever believes in Jesus Christ hath
everlasting life.”” (John iii. 16.) - If
the Saviour commended the centu-
rion who requested the cure of his
servant; the woman who was bowed
down under a grievous infirmit
for eighteen years; the Canaanitis
woman who persevered in her pray-
ers,—was it not on account of their
faith? If he opened the eyes of the
two blind men who had implored
his compassion, was it not in saying
to them, * According to your faith
+ be it unto you,” (Matt. ix. 29)¢
Why did he not say to them, Be it
unto you according to your works?
When Peter began to sink in the
waters, Jesus called him a man “of
little faith.”” ¢ All things are pos-
sible to them that believe.” (Matt.
xvii. 20.) “ What must I do to be
saved ¥’ said the Philippian jailer.
“ Believe,” answered Paul and Si-
las, « Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and
thy house.” “Iam the door,” says
Jesus, “by me, if any man enter in,
he shall be saved.”

Although these passages furnish
the strongest evidence, still nothing
is more repugnant to the pride of
the human heart, than the truth te
which they testify—that we are
freely justified by faith; and it ap-
pears to this proud heart a shame,
not to bring something to God,
-in payment for the salvation which
he bestows. But. the sinner must
lay aside this foolish self-conceit,
in order that he may solicit the

race of God as a pure gift, of which
e is, in every point of view, un-
worthy. “'The righteousness of
God by faitlrin Jesus Christ, is unto
all, and upon all them that believe;
for there 1s no difference, since all
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have sinned, and are wholly desti-
tute of the glory of God. e are
justified freely by his grace, through
the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, whom God has appointed to
be a propitiator victim, through
faith in his blood. Where is mat-
ter of boasting then? It is ex-
cluded. By what law? Is it by
the law of works? Nay; but by the
law of faith. Therefore we con-
clude, that a man is justified b
faith without the deeds of the law.”
(Rom. iii. 22, 28.) *“ Weknow that
a man is not justified by the works
of the law, but soLeLy by faith in
Jesus Christ.” (Gal.ii. 16.)* Even
setting the Scriptures entirely aside,
it is impossible to support the te-
net, that our merits are of any ac-
count in the remission of our sins.
But although our works are of no
account in our justification, yet
they ought to be the necessary
fruits, the immediate consequences
of it, as a testimony before men and
to ourselves, that we are justified
before God. It is in this sense that
Paul declares to us, that ““we are
created in Christ Jesus unto good
works,” (Eph. ii. 10); and that
*“ with the heart, man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the mouth,
confession is made unto salvation.”
(Rom. x. 10.) It is for this reason
that our Lord requices, that our
“light shine before men; that they,
seeing our good works, may glorify
our Father who is in heaven ;> and
that his apostle exhorts us to “be
followers of God as dear children.”
“Good works,” says Augustine,
“do not go before him that is to be
justified, but they follow him who
18 justified.”” Opera bona non pree- -
ceduntjustificandum,sed sequuntur
Jjustificatum.

“ Good works,” says St. Clement,
“ follow knowledge as the shadow

® The above passages are rendered ac-
cording to the French Protestant Version,
(the Genevan); but the word sorsrry,
(sentement) which M. Blanc makes em-
shaticsl, has no word corresponding to it
in the original.—Tr.
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follows the body.”” The Holy Spi-
rit teaches us, that * those who die
in the Lord are blessed, because
their works do follow them.” (Rev.
xiv. 13.)  Although vur good works
are the natural fruits of our faith,
yet God does not, in all cases, call
upon us to give external evidence
of our justification; as witness the
penitent thief upon the cross, and
all those who sincerely cmbrace
Christ as their Saviour, 1n the hour
of death*

This simple exposition of our
faith, wholly based upon the Holy
Scriptures, will be deemed suffi-
cient to repel the calumnious re-

roach which our adversaries often
Kring against us, and which the ene-
mies of the gospel formerly brought
against Paul, in the first century
of Christianity, that we open a
door to licentiousness, and despise
good works. “Ah!” says Morus,
“would to God we were as holy as
our doctrine is scriptural! Would
to God that we could make the same
reply to them by our works, that
we do by our words, and that our
conduct were as Christian as our
confession of faith !” .

1. In opposition to the doctrine
we maintain, the following passages
from the apostle James are cited.
¢ Abraham was justified by works;
by works a man 1s justified, and not
by faith only.” (James ii. 21, 24.)

ere let it be observed, that so far
from setting the sacred writers to
contradict one another; we are
under the necessity of acknowledg-
ing that the apostles Paul and
James were directed by the same
spirit, and intended to declare the
same faith. When Paul says that
faith justifies us, he speaks of a liv-
ing faith, which “works by love;”

* If the dving give no external evi-
dence of embracing Christ, how shall we
know that any of the dying are justified?
Aund if they give external evidence of
sincere faith, repentance, love, and hope,
then they give external evidence, in these
fruits of the Spirit, of their justification.
—T=x.

Jan.

and in this respect, James perfectly
agrees with him, when he maintains
that ¢ the faith which is without
works, is dead.””> The former ex-
horts sinners to be reconciled to
God, by faith in Christ Jesus; the
latter speaks of pretended Chris-
tians, who imagine that because
they have a historical knowledge of
the Holy Scriptures [and a name to
live,] they shall be able to enter
into eternal life. In this sad state
of foulish security, he makes them

“observe that such a faith is superfi-

cial, fruitless, and ineftectual to sal-
vation. If they, to whom James
addressed himself, had really pos-
sessed the faith, of which Paul
spoke, he would not have required
them to “show their faith by their
works,”” for this would have been
useless. He says not, though a man
have faith, but * though a man say
he hath faith;** which proves that
he speaks by concession, not in-
tending to say that hypocrites,
wordy Christians, (chretiens de pa-
roles) have faith. Such persons have
a false faith, which the devils also
possess, and which will only render
them nore culpable in the eyes of
Him who cursed the barren fig-tree.
This apostle does not deny that the
faith of Abraham “was imputed to
him for righteousness,” (v. 23); but
addressing himself to men who pre-
tend to have the faith of Abraham,
and who, slumbering in criminal
inactivity, give no external proof of
their faith, he reminds them that
this -holy patriarch perfected his
faith, by a prompt obedience; and
that his works cvidently justified
him before men, showing that he had
believed God, and had confided in
his-promises.

2. It is moreover objected, that
the works which Paul excludes from
justification, are ceremonial works
only. Wereply, that it was impos-
sible Abraham could be justified by
the ceremonial law, because it was
not given to the Jewish people un-
til four hundred years afterwards.
The apostle intends the moral, as
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well as the ceremonial law, since he
speaks of “ the law which gives the
knowledge of sin,” (Rom. iii. 20,)
and affirms it to be that by which
every mouth may be stopped, and
the whole world may become guilt
before God.”” He treats of all kinds
of works, whether under the natu-
ral or revealed law, as may be seen
by consulting Rom. iv. 1, 6, and xi.
6; 2 Tim. i. 19; Tit. iii. 5.

From the doctrine of justifica-
tion by faith, it results that we ren-
der due homage to God, by acknow-
ledging him alone to be righteous.
HMas he not « first loved us? What
have we that we have not received”
of his mercy? And “if we have re-
ceived, why should we glory, as if
we had not received? Of Him, and
through Him, and to Him, are all
things.” The troud man, who
would enter into heaven by his own
works, sins against the justice and
mercy of God. He sins against his
justice, in presuming to offer empty,
ineffectual satisfaction ; against his
mercy, in thinking that he needs it
not. The saints in paradise cry
with a loud voice, *“ Worthy is the
Lamb that was slain, to receive
power, and riches, and wisdom, and
strength, and honour, and blessing.”
*“ God forbid that I should glory,”
says Paul, “save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ” Thus our
coanscience is truly peaceful, be-
cause our salvation is not the work
of man, and because we léan not on
the feeblé arm of flesh, but on the
infinite mercy of God. “ Where,”
says Bernard, * where shall the
fainting find true, steady, and as-
sured repose, unless in the suffer-
ings of our Saviour? I rest there
with so much the more assurance,
because he is powerful to save me.
The world around me rages to trou-
ble me, my own body persecutes
me, Satan lays snares to surprise
me; but I shall not fall, for I am
supl{mrted by a solid and unshaken
rock. I have sinned, I have even
committed great sins; they trouble
my conscience: but they shall not

Vor. VIL.—Ch. 4dv.
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overwhelm it, when I call to re-
membrance the sufferings of the
Lord Wherefore my merit is
the Lord’s mercy. 'While the Lord
is rich in mercy, I am not poor in
merits ; and as the mercies of the
Lord are great, my merits also are
abundant.  Shall I proclaim m
own righteousness ?~—~But, Lord,
remiember thy righteousness, which
is mine; for the Father has given
thee to be my righteousness.” «I

lory not in my works,” says Am-
Erose, “but I glory in Jesus Christ;
I glory not as if I were righteous,
and free from sin, but I glory that
I have been redeemed, and that my
sins are pardoned. I glory not
that I have been serviceable to an
one, but because Christ is my ad-
vocate with the Father, because for
me his blood has been shed, and for
me he has suffered death.”

0 Lord, our God, make our souls
experience the delightful sweetness
of this faith, which is a gift of thy
bounty, and without which it is im-
ﬁ)ssible to please thee (Eph. ii. 8;

eb. xi. 6)!

ANpREW Buiano.
——

For the Christian Advocate.
THE OHRISTIAN’S REMEMBER ME.
« This do in remembrance of me."— Luke xxii. 19,

In mercy, Jesus condescends
Communion sweet to hold

With sinners, call'd to be his friends,
And give them joys untold :

In this memorial of his love,
My Saviour’s pledge I see ;—

This do—these symbols take, and prove
Thou dost remember me. .

In these provisions of his board,
The hallowed bread and wine,

I view the sufferings of my Lord,
And see his glories shine :

0, how propitious he appears,
With grace divinely free ;

His voice my drooping spirit cheers,
He says—remember me !

Yes—tho’ the crimes in memory rise
Which pierced my Saviour's side,
I'll 1o0k, when Justice vengeance crios,
To Jesus crucified :
B
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'Twas whon he bore the wrath of heav'n,
And bled upon the tree,
Thy sins, he said, are thus forgiven,
herefore—remember me!

Whene'er ambition prompts my soul
To pant for wealth or fame,

O, may this thought my heart control,
That Jesus sufter'd shame :

Tho' rich in glory, he was born
A man of grief to be ;

My Saviour thus enduring scorn,
Said—O0, remember me!

When tempted to distrust or fear,
And at my lot repine,—

When flatt'ring prospects disappear,
And earthly joys d‘:)clino H

My Saviour then I'll call to mind,—

is foes and victory ;

"T'was then, his sympathy, how kind !

8aid—O, remember me'!

When men with loud professions speak
Of friendship’s sacred ties ;

Whilst thoy alone their int'rest seek,
And then their friend despise;;

I'll think of Jesus when botray'd,
‘The trait’rous kiss and fec;

With thorns in mockery array'd,
He said—remewber mo!

Should foes combine my name to blight,
And those I love beguile,

And wrapt in persecution’s night,
I no where seec a smile :

I'll think on Christ at Pilate's bar,—
His friends® apostacy :

His look, then cast on me from far,
Said—O, remember mo !

Oft when of free and sov’reign grace,
To dying men I toll,

JAN.

Truth finds in their eold hearts no place,
Nor turns thoir feet from hell,—

Like Jesus when in lonely prayer,
1'll suppliant bow my knee ;

His fervour, breath'd in midnight air,
Said—O, remember me!

And should I be by gricf oppress’d,—
Tho’ my frail heart should faint,

By faith I'll lean on Jesus’ breast,
And tell him my complaint:

O, then upon his cross 1'll think,—
His matchless agony,—

The bitter cup he took to drink,
And said—remember me !

In ev’ry sorrow, ev'ry pain
Which my Redeemer knew,
I hear a voice of love so plain,
It brings him to my view :
His anguish'd soul, his dying breath,
Said, I remember thee;
In life forget me not, in death,
Still there remember me'!

Yes—when no more the light of lifo
My pilgrimago shall cheer,

In the dark vale, whate'er the strife,
He'll banish ev'ry fear;

For whon death's Conquoror arosc,
Ho mado its terrors fleo,

And said, in triumph o'er his focs,
My saints—remember me !

In Judgment, when I meet my Lord,
Still to his cross I'll fly ;
And he'll pronounce the gracious word,
“ Thy record is on high !"
Then with the saints around his throne,
In blost oternity,
With palm, and harp, and song I'll own
This dear—REMEMBER ME !
Avriclaw.

mig?taiamn'ug.

We have received, in exchange
for the Christian Advocate, a re-

ular series of Tue EvangeLicaL

Hunrcy JournaL [Evangelische
Kirchen Zeitung], from the com-
mencement of the year 1827, tiil
the end of the month of June last.
This able miscellany is conducted
by Dr. E. B. Hengstenberg, profes-
sor of Theology in the University
of Berlin, and receives contribu-
tions from several of the most dis-
tinguished Protestant writers of
continental Europe. We shall en-
rich our pages with occasional ex-
tracts from this publication, and

could wish that we had more space
to spare for the purpose. It is from
this journal, and the Archives du
Christianisme, printed at Paris, and
from which we have already given
a number of extracts, that the real
state of religion on the Continent
of Europe is chiefly to be learned.
The following article (for the trans-
lation of which we are indebted to
a friend) begins, it will be perceived,
a series of communications, relative
to the state of religion in France.
This is an interesting topick, on
which several articles have lately
appeared in our publick papers,
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and in regard to which authentick
information is earnestly desired by
the religious publick—Such infor-

* mation we hope to give our readers,
by the continuation of the commu-
nications promised in the close of
the following.

Fixtract from the Ewvangelical Chureh
Journal of July 11, 1827,
“EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO THE
. EDITOR.

Paris, June 11, 1837,
Perhaps no country has, within
latter years, experienced such a
change in its religious state as
France. 'The Lord really seems to
be graciously indemnifying this
country, for what it has recently
suffered from the doctrines of mo-
dern- philosophy and from political
convulsions.

It is true that hypocrisy is as-

much to be dreaded at present, as
infidelity was some time since;
because many, for temporal pur-
poses, clothe themselves with the
arpearance of a piety, which is
altogether inactive and lifeless.
But it is equally true, that there
are, in all religious communities,
amongst us, Christians who rear
their building upon the simple foun-
dation of their faith; that many
make the radical principles of
Christianity the subject of their
supreme regard ; and that instead
of that levity, for which the French
have so often been censured, a cer-
tain steadiness and desire for truth
becomes more and more character-
istick of them. '

In another letter, I may perhaps
describe to you the state of the
Catholick church, but at present I
shall confine myself to abrief state-
ment of the circumstances and mea-
sures to which the Evangelical

- church here owes her revival, and
the degree of prosperity which she
has attained. .

The formation of a Protestant
Bible Society in 1818, was like a
signal for the subsequent occur-
rences. Gentlemen who had hi-
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therto been but little known to one
another, now became closely con-
nected, and an extensive corres-
pondence was carried on among
the friends of Bible societies
throughout France. Their letters,
which were soon after coliected in
amonthly magazine, bore testimony
to the spirit that animated them,
and to the doctrine which they pro-
fessed. Auxiliary societies were
formed in the different departments,
and the ardour for thus uniting
themselves spread with incredible
celerity, and was generally attend-
ed with the most pleasing conse-
quences.

Some friends, about this time, un-
dertook the publication of a reli-
gious journal, under the title of
JArchives of Christianity in the
Nineteenth Century (Archives du
Christianisme au xix siécle), in or-
der that the increasing activity
might be properly regulated, and
nothing be taught but the true Pro-
testant doctrine; that is, Chris-
tianity in its original purity, and
unconnected with Neology, with
which it is sometimes conl{unded.
But these gentlemen, by increasing
their number, admitted the assist-
ance of men who were not animated
with the same spirit. Hence it
happened that, in the same journal,
essays of quite a contrary tendency
appeared. But a change was sub-
sequently made in the revising de-
partment,’in consequence of which
the ** Archives” obtained its pre-
sent character, which it has sup-
ported for several years; and it is '
now the organ, and as it were the
rallying point, of all Frenchmea,
whose sentiments are evangelical.

Two Christian strangers who
happened then to be in Paris,
greatly contributed to extend the
religious animation. Mr. Wilder,
an American merchant, who has
since returpned to his native coun-
try, received under his hospitable
roof every friend of the gospel. At
his house, frequent prayer meetings
were held, which were at last at-
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tended by great numbers, and pro-
duced much good. The other of
the two gentlemen, the Rev. M.
Wilks, the minister of the small
American congregation, is yet with
us. He is indefatigable in the
many labours which he undertakes,
_ and may justly be called our great-
est benefactor. He came to France
about the time when the Protestants,
in the southern provinces, were
persecuted (1815); he went to the
scene of distress, and having con-
vinced himself of the sufferings his
brethren had endured, and their
pressing wants, he asked and re-
ceived from England large sums for
their relief. us he soon became
acquainted with many ecclesiastics
-and laymen ; he gained their affec-
tion, and knew afterwards how to
use his influence, for the spiritual
welfare of those to whom he had
rendered such essential services in
relation to their temporal wants.
In the mean time, our religious in-
stitutions became firmer and more
numerous. The Tract Society;
The Society of Christian Morality,
consisting of Catholicks and Pro-
testants; The Protestant Mission-
ary Society, whose seminary, for-
merly under the direction of Mr.
Galland, but now conducted by Mr.
Grand-Pierre, contains six pupils;
‘The Protestant Society for mutual
protection and relief; and The
Committee for fostering Sunda
Schools—were all formed in quic
succession, and are all prospering.
In the month of April, of every year,
t.h? hold thqir general meeting,
and give an acceunt of their re-
spective labours. Many friends to
ese institutions come at that time
to Paris; and from the spirit, which
manifests itself in most of their ad-
dresses, which in these meetings
are generall made ex tempore, we
can judge what progress truth has
made in each succeeding year. No
doubt it will be gratifying te you to
hear that such numerous am{ pow-
erful testimonies were never before
given in favour of the gospel, as at
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the meeting which we lately at-
tended. e had then the com-
?any of several excellent ministers
rom different departments, and we
were rejoiced to see that such men
presided over our congregations.

I ought not however to conceal
from you, that although much is
done in Paris, from whence the
Christian animation emanated into
the provinces, our spiritual state is
yet far from what you might pre-
sume it to be. The true church is
yet small; many who participate in
our institutions, do it more as Pro-
testants than as Christians. The
females, and particularly those of
the highest stations, give the purest
proofs of reviving spiritual life.
Amongst them we find some who,
possessing the greatest pre-emi-
nence of birth, property, and ge-

-nius, manifest that simplicity of the

children of God, which is the' con-
comitant of true faith; and these
may be said to be the heart, about
which all true Christians will gra-
dually coalesce.

It is now several years since
Christianity has been developing
itself in this country, without meet-
ing with any serious external ob-
struction. A minister at Nismes,
it is true, tried to make the German
HNationalism popular, by publishing
a journal under the title of « Me-
langes de Religion et de Morale,”
which however soon ceased for
want of supporters. 1tis now about
two years since the “Revue Pro-
testante”” has taken this work in
hand. The “Revue” is conducted
‘\ivith reat talentt,. but it seems to

egrade every thing evangelical.
Itg::ceasingl; advogcates ﬁ‘; self
probation, as if this alone consti-
tuted the Protestant doctrine. It
thus presents to the Catholicks an
easy mode of attack, who ask with
g:eat propriety whether there can
any thing positive in religion, if
after eighteen hundred years since
the commencement of Christianity,
and after three hundred years
since the Reformation, nothing is
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yet to be taught but to prove one’s
self.* ‘

In this letter I have confined
myself to some §enernl topicks.
In my next I shall make you ac-
quainted with our principal church-
es, the ministers most eminent for
their zeal and sﬂirit, and the lay-
men, who are chiefly desirous to
co-operate with you. On the cor-
rectness of my statements you may
depend, and I shall endeavour to
make them with Christian reserve
and prudence. I have the honour
to be, etc. .

Your CoRRESPONDENT
1N Franoe.”

———

ON THE EFFICACY OF THE “ FAITH
O¥ THE GOSPEL’’ IN THE PREVEN-
TION AND CURE OF DISEASES.

( Concluded from Vol V1. p. 554.)

5. Having seen the sentiments
and practice of some of the most
eminent European physicians, let
us now attend to what the Ameri-

can physicians have to say on this

important subject.
‘That great luminary of medical
science, Dr. Rush, enumerates

s piety towards God, a respect for
religion, and a regular attendance
upon publick worship, among the
duties of a physician.”” And he
advises them, when “setting out in
business, to acquire such habits of
punctuality in visiting their pa-
tients, as shall not interfere with
acts of publick homage to the Su-
preme Being.”” He also recom-
mends the “reading of the Scrip-

* We confess ourselves at a loes what
to understand by the “free self proba-
tion” mentioned in this paragraph, and
how thedRoman Catholicks turn this Pro-
testant dogma 3 inst its authors, unless
the abje onabliu‘)osition be to this ef-
fect—f true religion consists in every
man adopting a faith and practice that
fully satisfies himself—This certainly the
apostle Paul did before his conversion.
Enmrom. .
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tures, as the best means of fortify-
ing the mind against the fear of
death.”

6. Dr. Bard of New York, was a
practical as well as a professing
Christian. All the Christian me-
thods for enlightening and renew-
ing mankind, found in him an able
patron and a successful advocate.
Of him it may truly be said, « he
adorned the doctrine of God his
Saviour in all things.”” He showed
his faith by his works. The follow-
ing extract from a memoir of him,
by Dr. Ducahet, will make known
his character.—* He was one of
those very few physicians who con-
sider it a duty, to advise and ad-
monish their patients in their spi-
ritual affairs. It was his constant
practice to procure, or to adminis-
ter, religious instruction to the ig-
norant, and spiritual consolation to
the distressed. . And however in-
discreet and officious communica-
tions of this kind may be considered
by some, he has left upon record
his testimony to their usefulness,
and to the general good will with
which they are received. In not
one of the many manuscripts (in
my possession) of his annual ad-
dresses to the graduates of medi-
cine, does he omit to recommend
this practice; and to enforce it by
the assurance that, during thirty
years of professional life, he had
made it an uniform duty; and that
he had very seldom regretted his
conduct, having found such com-
munications to be generally accept-
able, and never productive of injury
to the sick. Itis very much to be
regretted that the example of this
« truly eminent’ and good physician
is not more frequently imitated,
and that medical men are so apt to
disregard the eternal concerns of
their patients, and to imagine that
it is even necessary to divert their
thoughts from death and eternity.
Such conduct is a criminal neglect
of a solemn duty, and betrays an
insensibility, as cruel as it is dan-



14 On the Efficacy of Faith Jaxn.

gerous, to the best interests of those
committed to their care. It was
too Dr. Bard’s practice to call the
early attention of his patients to
this important subject. Religious
admonition, he properly thought,
should not be deferred until all hope
of recovery is gone. This is not
the best chosen period for religious
instruction, or the one most favour-
able to its due effect upon the mind.
It is not in the last moments of
life, when the body is racked with
pain, and the mind agitated and
alarmed by the apprehensions of
death; when a deadly stupor clouds
the faculties, or the imagination
flits, in wild delirium, from object
to object, and from thought to
thought, that the wmind can be
brought to prepare itself for the
awful transition which it is to un-
dergo. Sickness is a season of re-
flection with most men, and natu-
rally induces a docility of temper,
highly favourable to the reception
of wholesome admonition. It is
now that religious instruction and
advice are most productive of ef-
fect. If delayed till the last hours
of life, they may serve indeed to
awaken the alarms of the sick man,
and to plun;];e him into despair, but
thg{ can seldom benefit his soul.”
he conduct of Dr. Bard, in
this particular, must commend it-
self to the approbation of every ra-
tional and feeling man; and entitle
him to be placed with those worthies
who have united to exalted talent,
extensive erudition, and distin-
guished rank, the graces and vir-
tues of the Christian character.

7. Dr. Rush, after having nar-
rated his happy recovery from an
attack of the Bilious Yellow Fever
of 1793, and from a chronick dis-
ease consequent thereon, acknow-
ledges his obligations and gratitude
to God, in these words: «DBut
wherewith shall T come before the
great Father and Redeemer of men;
and what shall I render unto him
for the issue of my life from the
grave?

« Here.all language fails;—
Come then expressive silence, muse his
praise.””® ‘

I shall conclude my address by
some extracts from the essay of
the last mentioned eminent physi-
cian, entitled, “ The Influence of
Physical Causes upon the Moral Fa-
culty,” since it appears very ap-
plicable to the present discussion;
which may be called “An Essay
on the Influence of Moral Causes
on the Physical Faculties.”

« Let it not,” says Dr. Rush, “ be
suspected, from any thing that I
have delivered, that I suppose the
influence of physical causes upon
the moral faculty renders the agen-
cy of divine influence unnecessary
to our moral happiness. I only
maintain, that the operations of the
divine government are carried on
in the moral, as in the natural
world, by the instrumentality of
second causes, I have only trod-
den in the footsteps of the inspir-
ed writers. Nebuchadnezzar was
cured of his pride, by means of soli-
tude and a vegetable diet; Saul
was cured of his evil spirit by
means of David’s harp; and St.
Paul expressly says, ‘I keep my
body under, and bring it into sub-
jection,. lest that by any means,
when 1 have preached to others, I
myself should be a cast-away.’”
e also believes * that in those ex-
traordinary cases where bad men
are suddenly reformed, without
the instrumentality of moral, or
rational causes, that the organi-
zation of those parts of the body
in which the faculties of the mind
are seated, undergoes a physical

change; and hence the expression

of ‘a new creature,” which is made
use of in the Scriptures to denote
this change, is proper, in a literal,
as well as a figurative sense.” And
he adduces, in proof of this, the
agsertion of Paul, that he * bears
in his body the marks of our Lord
Jesus.”” It is probubly the begin-

¢ Rush’s Works, vol. iii. p. 353.
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ning of that perfect renovation
of the human body, which is pre-
dicted by St. Paul'in the fo}lowing
words: ¢ For our conversation is in
heaven, from whence we look for
the Saviour, who shall change our
vile bodies, that they may
shioned according to his own glo-
rious body I shall net,”” con-
tinues he, “pause to defend myself
from the charge of enthusiasm in
this place; for the age is at length
arrived, so devoutly wished for by
Dr. Cheyne, in which men will not
be deterred in their researches af-
ter truth, by the terror of odious or
unpopular names.”

Editorial Remarks.

We can by no means adopt the
explanation of some facts, and the
exposition of certain passages, of
sacred scripture, which appear at
the close of this address. We would
also observe, that the title of the
Address attributes to one of the
Christian graces, Faith, effects
which immediately flow from some
of the other graces, such as Hope,
Patience, &c. Faith is indeed the
foundation grace, and is ever ac-
companied all the rest. Yet,
perhaps the title of the paper might
more properly have been— The In-
fluence of Genuine Christian Piety,
in the Prevention and Cure of Dis-
eases. But although we thus advert
to what we deem inaccaracies, we
do not consider them as at all affect-
ing the general merit of the essay.

e intimated, when we first in-
troduced Dr. Church’s address to
the notice of our readers, that we
had “ long wished for a good oppor-
tunity to combat, the absurd, cruel
and wicked opinion, entertained by
many physicians, and embraced by
many of their patients, that a cler-
gyman must be kept out of a sick
room, at least till the patient is past
all hopes of recovery.” And we
promised “some remarks of our
own, and some facts witnessed by
ourselves, in confirmation of our
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remarks.”” When this was written,
we had not so particularly exa-
mined, as we have since been called
to do, every part of the address now
before our readers. Had this been
the case, we might perhaps have
forborne the pledge we gave; since
the ample testimony of medical
men themselves, especially of me-
dical men of the first eminence for
skill and reputation, is likely to be
of far more avail than any remarks
of our own. We shall, notwith-
standing, add a few thoughts, in the
hope that they will be morec re-
garded, when it is seen that the
most competent judges are with us,
in the opinions we deliver.

1. The worth of the soul is such,
that if it were granted that the use
of those means which are calculated
to promote its salvation did inter-
fere with the speedy removal, or
even the final removal of disease,
those who duly estimate the con-
cerns of eternity, in comparison
with those of time, would see and
say, let no regard to the body en-
danger the eternal felicity of the
immortal spirit. On this consider-
ation, all who have any serious be-
lief in an endless state of future
happiness or misery should resolve,
that, so far as they have influence,
the sick shall not be suffered to pass
into the eternal world, without the
use of the best means which they
can command, to aid them in pre-
paration for this great and decisive
crisis of their existence.

2. Ministers of the gospel, and
those who are preparing for the sa-
cred office, ought to make it a sub-
ject of particular attention and ear-
nest inquiry, how they may treat
the sick, in a manner most likely,
under the divine blessing, to be at-
tended with saving benefit. It is
believed that this is a subject too
little regarded by many ministers
of the gospel, and by a large propor-
tion of theological students. There
is no part of the ministerial office
more delicate in its nature, than °
the proper method of teeating per-
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sons in sickness; and it is to be
feared, that a part of the prejudice
against ministerial visits to the
cEambers of the sick, may have
arisen from some instances of in-
discretion, or want of fitness, in
those who have been called to the
performance of this duty. This is
not the place to enter into any
lengthened or particular statement,
of what is believed to be the best
manner of dealing with those who
are suffering from disease—It is a
subject on which a small volume
might profitably be written. We
shxﬁl, however, not forbear to re-
mark, that the duty we contemplate
requires, and may be considered as
consisting in, tendernessand fidelity.
Great tenderness should undoubt-
edly be used, in all the cases con-
templated. The spiritual physi-
cian should manifest deep sympa-
thy; and that he may manifest it,
he must feel it. He should endea-
vour to put his own soul in the
soul’s place of the suffering patient,
and carefully consider, also, the bo-
dily weakness of the party to be
addressed. ‘This will give a cha-
racter to-all that he says and does
—to all his words and actions, and
to the very tones of his voice—
which will be likely to have the
most happy effect. But no part of
this tenderness is to consist in the
want of fidelity, or in endeavours
to comfort the afflicted on other
than gospel grounds. Not only
does the minister of religion incur
an awful responsibility for himself,
if he endeavours to sooth the sick
by unwarranted considerations, but,
by so doing, he will sometimes en-
tirely miss his object. A well-
instructed individual, or one whose
eyes have been opened on his lost
and miserable state as a sinner, will
see that his spiritual guide is “a
physician of no value,”” if he directs
to other ground of hope and com-
fort than the riches of divine grace
—the full redemption of Christ, and

.. the way that is opened by him for the

extension of mercy to the chief of

nitent and believing sinners. We
E:ve known a clergyman—who
sought to allay anxiety and fear,
by reminding the sick of a good
moral life, and a regular attend-
ance on the ordinances of the
church—told that no repetition of
his visits was desired. A man of
another spirit was sent for, and
heard with the greatest interest.

3. We confidently assert, that if
ministerial visits to the sick are
managed with discretion and ten-
derness, as well as fidelity, there is
seldom, if ever, any reason to be ap-
prehended that they will interfere
with the recovery of the patient—
and that in many cases they will es-
sentially promoteit. This positionis
abundantly suEported by the nume-
rous facts whichare stated in the pre-
ceding essay, as well as by the opi-
nions there adduced, of some of the

most distinguished physicians of

our own and other countries. We
will add two or three striking in-
stances, witnessed by ourselves.
The first was of a lady in a declin-
ing state, from pulmonary affection.
She had requested spiritual instruc-
tion and aid, but had been refused
it, under the notion that she was
only low spirited, and what is called
nervous. But although asafeetida
and opium were fully tried, neither
could quiet sleep be obtained, nor
incessant agitation and anxiety,
when awake, be prevented. At
length, to gratify her, and as a mat-
ter of experiment, a clergyman was
sent for to visit her. Her case was
found to be one of a very rational
concern, in regard to the state of
her soul—accompanied’ by a ma-
nifest want of suitable instruc-
tion, direction, and encouragement.
These were afforded; and from the
very first visit, through the whole
of her protracted illness, no more
anodynes or antispasmodicks were
needed, either to procure sleep, or
to prevent agitation. She was calm,
patient, quiet, and resigned—not
only more comfortable in her own
feelings, but unspeakably less trou-
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blesome to her attendants than she
had been before; and thus she re-
mained till her death. ‘The second
instance meationed (for we could
mention many) shall be of acute
disease. An athletick man, in a
dangerous fever tending to pu-
tridity, was found in a state of
great anxiety about his immortal
part. He was neither ignorant of
religious truth in general, nor of
the exigency of -his own case in
particuiar; but the distress of his
mind absorbed all regard to the
sufferings of the body. Counsel
was given him; and in the midst of
the prayer that followed, light, and
eace, and even joy, broke in, as
e affirmed, on his mind. There
was manifestly an entire change in
his aspect, as well as in his conver-
sation; and a speedy recovery suc-
ceefled. A third case has been
witnessed by us, since we began to
write this article—the case of a fe-
male in dangerous illness, whose
mind was so affected as to prevent
bodily rest, till after spiritual as-
sistance and prayer; since which
she has slept comfortably, and
hopes are entertained of her reco-
very. But instances of a similar
kind, as already hinted, might be
multiplied indefinitely, The wri-
ter can affirm with truth, that in
the pastoral charge of one of the
largest congregations in the United
States, for more than the fourth
part of a century, he never knew
an instance in which his ministe-
rial visitations of the sick were
even apprehended, so far as he has
known, to have been injurious. In
a few instances he has known them
forbidden by friends and physi-
cians, and the sick kept in igno-
rance of their situation, till they
were surprised into eternity. The
* responsibility of such friends and
physicians, the writer would not
incur for the universe—He hopes
that every reader of this article
will avoid it. What excuse can be
Fiveu for depriving the sick of re-
igious aid, when facts innumerable

Vor. VII.—Ch. 4dv.
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demonstrate that it may be afford-
ed, not merely without injury, but
often with evident advantage to the
aim of the physician? and when, if
some bodily suffering were the con-
sequence, it is infinitely outweigh-
ed by the hopes of benefiting a
soul, destined to happiness or
misery inconceivable and intermi-
nable!

——

STRICTURES ON MODERN GEOLOGY.

In our last November number we
intimated our intention to transfer
to our pages, as soon as we should
find a Food opportunity, some re-
marks from the Christian Observer
on the subject of Modern Geolo,
—We propose now to fulfil the in-
tention then announced. But we
wish, previously, to make a few ob-
servations of our own, on the general
subject.

1. We are of the opinion that the
cause of true religion will never be
promoted, but greatly injured, by
refusing to listen to the statement
of any facts in natural history or
science, under an apprehension that
they militate with divine revelation.
If the things recorded in the Bible
have been reyealed by the God pof
truth—the Creator of the world and
all things therein—they never can
be inconsistent with well ascertaia-
ed facts in his works, as they are
now exposed to our observation and
scrutiny. We all see and admit
the folry of Pope Urban VIII,, in
endeavouring to oppose the Coper-
nican theory of the planetary reve-
lutions, by his edicts and desuncia-
tions. ltissuch an immediate dic-
tate of common sense, that one
truth can never contradict another;
that he who refuses to admit a plain
matter of fact, because he sppre-
bends it will contradict something
in the Bible, will always give the
enemies of the Bible opportu-
nity of c\aiminf a triumph, which
tbey will not fail to impreve. Facts,
when ascertained to be such, must

C
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be admitted, let the consequences
follow as they may; and the friends
of the sacred Scriptures ought to
admit them with as much freedom
as the most avowed infidels; nor
have they the smallest reason to
fear to do so.

2. It is- however perfectly fair
and highly important, to examine
carefully, whether what are as-
" serted to be facts are such in rea-
lity. Many things which infidel
writers have affirmed, and have
blazoned abroad as falsifying some-
what contained in thz sacred Scrip-
tures, have eventually been found
either to have no foundation in
truth, or no hostile bearing on di-
vine revelation. Thus the infidel
Brydone, in publishing his travels,
endeavoured to invahdate the au-

thority of Moses, by endeavouring’

to show from the time required to
convert lava into vegetable mould,
that the earth is at least fourteen
thousand years old, instead of less
than six thousand. ‘T'he calcula-
tion on which he reasoned was, that
it required two thousand years at
least, to convert a stratum of lava
into vegetable mould, and that as
seven distinct Javas had been dis-
covered, one under the other, and
each covered with a bed of rich
earth, the conclusion was irresisti-
ble, that the earth must have been
formed more than fourteen thou-
sand years ago. This led to in-
quiry and investigation: when, be-
bold, it was proved beyond contro-
versy, that seven difterent lavas,
with interjacent strata of vegetable
mould, had been actually formed in
somewhat less than fourteen hun-
dred years ; demonstrating that lava
ma covered with a productive
soil in about two hundred and fifty
years, instead of requiring two
thousand for the purpose. See the
close of Watson’s Apology for
Christianity, addressed to Gibbon.
Another supposed demonstration
that the earth is many thousand
ears older than we believe it to be
rom the account of Moses, was
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taken from certain signs of the Zo-
diack, figured on the ceiling of an
inner apartment of a dilapidated
edifice at Dendera, near the banks
of the Nile—Egypt being the fa-
vourite field of infidel euterprise.
Volney, in a note appended to his
“Ruins,” considers this as settling
the point that the world is more
than sixteen thousand years old.
But alas! it has since been shown,
that these signs were not intended
to form a zodiack at all, but were
probably the Horoscopes of indivi-
duals, at a time when astrology was
in repute; and that the very edifice
in which they are found, cannot be
of more ancient date than the time
of the Ptolemies. Two or three
other infidel objections, founded on
alleged facts of somewhat a similar
character, have been completely
falsified, or shown to have no hos-
tile bearing on the Mosaick records,
as may be seen in our number for
November last. For ourselves, we
have ceased to credit the allega-
tions of infidel writers relative to
subjects of antiquity and natural
science, till we find them confirm-
ed, or admitted, by other writers.
They have been so often detected
in making rash assertions and hasty
conclusions, that we consider it
more than an equal chance, that
any new statement that impugns,
or seems to impugn, divine revela-
tion, is at least materially incor-
rect. But what we urge is, that a
careful inquiry and examination
should always be made, in order to
ascertain whether alleged facts are
really such—When clearly ascer-
tained, let them, we repeat, be ad-
mitted freely.

3. When indisputable facts seem
to militate with the truth of sacred
Scripture, they ought to give no
alarm to the believer in divine re-
velation. The evidence of the
truth of the Bible, which is the evi-
dence of testimony, is as strong and
as satisfactory as any testimony we
can receive in regard to the exist-
ence of facts which have recently
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taken place—perhaps it is even
stronger. The truth of Holy
Scriptore, therefore, stands on its
ownimpregnable foundation. What
then, although unquestionable facts
seem to oppose some biblical truth?
We ought to believe that they only
seem to do so. The apparently mi-
litating truths are unquestionably
consistent with each other, although,
for the present, we cannot tell how
to reconcile them. Let it be re-
membered, that it is not merely in
regard to this subject, that what we
here demand is required. It not
unfrequently happens, in natural
science itself, that phenomena ap-
parently inconsistent and contra-
dictory appear. And what do the
teachers of that science say in such
cases ? They say that there is either
a mistake, in taking both these
things for facts, or else that the man-
nerof reconciling them is not yet dis-
covered. Accordingly they re-ex-
amine the phenomena. Sometimes
they discover that one thing which
they took for a fact, was not so in
reality ; and here the embarrass-
ment ends. In other instances,
they are obliged to admit, and do
admit, that facts really exist, which,
although there can be no question
that they are reconcileable, yet for
the present-it is not known how it
is to be done. Now, all we ask is
exactly this. If some facts in na-
ture séem to contravene those of
revelation, admit the facts on both
sides. Say you know they are re-
concileable, but for the present you
cannot tell how. This is strictly
philosdphical. And in the case we
consider there is the more reason
to take this course, because in nu-
werous instances facts which ap-
Eeared to militate with Bible truths,

ave actually been discoveged not
to contravene those truths, but to
confirm them. A remarkable: in-
stance of this is given in our No-
vember number, to which we have
alreadr referred. From what has
actually taken place, therefore, in-
dependently of any other consider-
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ation, the presumption is of the
strongest kind, that any thing in
natural science, or in historical re-
cords, that seems to contradict the
Scriptures, will eventually be shown
to have no bearing whatsoever of
that character.. Hence we must,
for ourselves, entirely disapprove of
such an attempt as that of the justly
celebrated Mr. Faber, who endea-
vours to interpret the Mosaick ac-
count of creation, in such mauner as
to extend the six days, mentioned in
the sacred record, to we know not
how many ages, in order to gain time
enough for the fossil formations of
geologists.

4. It should be remembéred that
the science of geology is yet in its
infancy. There has not yet been
time sufficient to examine the ac-
tual bearing of facts discovered.
The depth to which the earth has
been, or probably ever will be ex-
plored, is less in proportion to its
whole diameter, than the thickness
of an egg shell to the diameter of
the egg. Nor are there yet any
sufficient and well ascertained data,
on which to form rational analogies,
from what is knewn to what is un-
known. In our first volume, we
gave a general view of Penn’s re-
marks on the subject of formations,
which geologists in general suppose
must, in all cases, have taken place

-gradually. We believe with Mr.
enn, that there is no just founda-
tion for this supposition at all. Be-
cause we observe that certain kinds
of stone and rock may be formed
radually,and in fact are constantly
formin in this manner, is that a
proof that all those kinds of stone
and rock were formed in this man-
ner? We think not—We think it
far more rational to believe, that
the Almighty Creator formed some
rocks when he created the world ;
and that then he also formed those
several substances which, by union
and induration, will still produce
rocks. As Mr. Penn remarks, we
might as well say that no animals
were ercated originally in a perfect
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state, because they now always ar- selves fully satisfied that Mr. B;gg
rive at perfection 1n a very gradual has the best of the argument. We
manner, as that no rocks were cre- did intend to give extracts from se-
ated perfect, because they are now veral of his papers; but on lookin,
-gradually formed. These fancies them over with this view, we foun
of geologists make us think of the that we must either mutilate and do
old puzzle, whether the egg was be- injustice to his arguments by our
fore the bird, or the bird %gefore the abridgment, or occupy more of our
; since there can be no egg scanty pages with this subject, than
without a bird, and no bird without .we think would be agreeable or pro-
an egg. Moses assures us, that as fitable to our readers. We have
to animals and vegetables, they therefore determined to give no
were created in pe_r?ection at first, more than his concluding summary.
and with the intention that each Those who wish to see the detail of
should afterwards propagate its his statements and reasoning, must
kind: and to us it seems most ra- have recourse to the Christian Ob-
tional to believe, that alimost every server, or to his volume on the same
kind of rocks were created at first, subject—the latter of which we have
as being necessary to the existence notseen. Mr. Bugg’s last essay con-
of the globe in its succeeding state; cludes in the following manner:
and that the after formations afford  “ Withoutanticipating further ob-
no evidence whatever that such was jections, I will recapitulate a few
not the fact. matters respecting modern geology,
5. We now come to the work of and “scriptural geology.” ’ﬁi"e
Mr. George Bugg. He, it appears, reader may then be fairly left to
published a book, entitled *Scrip- his own reflections respecting this
tural Geology,” in reply to the Geo- discussion.
logy of Professor Buckland, Mr.  I. Modern Geology.
Bird Sumner, Mr. Faber, and others In all fairness, I trust, it cannot
whom he names. On this work of be denied that I have proved the ut-
Mr. Bugg, two writers in the Chris- ter incompetency of the modern
tian Observer, the one taking for his geological theory.
signature Cantabrigiensis, and the 1. As to its evidence: That it is
other Oxoniensis Jlter, offered a wholly assumed; that even the evi-
number of remarks, not favourable dence alleged is derived very fre-
to Mr. B.’s theory. To these he re- quently from imagination, and not
plied in the same periodical, in se- - from knowledge or information ; that
veral papers of considerable length. the testimony of facts, adduced
The scope of his essays is to show, by themselves, is positively against
that the modern Geology, as taught them.*
and defended by the gentlemen
named above, and others who adopt  ° In addition to the evidence which is
their theory, is both unscriptunl adduced in my “Scriptural Geology”®

. tealo iha_ Upon this point, I may be allowed to re-
and unphllo'oph'“l not only ina fer to the testimony of more recent dis-

dequate to .account for the pheno- coveries. In the Christian Observer for
mena, but in some respects self- March last (p. 201), is the following his.
contradictory. At the same time, torical anecdote:—‘Some impressions

Shet have been discovered in a red sand stone
he insists that the gene"l deluge * quarry in Dumfriesshire, which Dr. Buck-

of which we have an account in the Ia : ;

s . d thinks the footst f antedi-
book of Genesis, will far better ac- Juyian ':‘d,:r;e(hewmh Tl traversed
count for the fossil strata, and other the rock while in a soft state.” May I
appearances, of which modern geo- express a wish that Dr. Buckland would

1 y says s0 much, than any theory explain how he supposes such “footsteps”
:Elch its favourers have been able ,°§;‘,',"."f:'c§ m“:‘;‘:{,{' 'ﬁ;’ﬂ;ﬁ",‘,’,{,’,‘,",‘;

to set forth, We acknowledge our- geological theory !  When does Professor




1829.

2. That this theory, supported by
no evidence, affects the verity of
no small part of Divine Revelation,
with which it never has been, and,
as it appears to me, never can be
reconciled ; that the Scripture his-
tory of creation, and in no small
degree even the history of the de-
luge, is nullified by it.

8. That the physical formation
of the strata is, according to this
theory, impossible in fact; and in-
volves the most manifest inconsis-
tencies, absurdities, and repeated
miracles, as well as numerous new
creations.

4. That there is nothing in na-
ture, known or recorded, which
bears the least available analogy
to the operations and revolutions
comprised in the theory of modern
geology.

5. That Dr. Buckland’s theory of
the caves, and of the denudations,
is built upon the same foundation as
the general theory of Baron Cuvier,
and is as demonstrably erroneous.

IL. Scriptural Geology.

1. The gcriptures are positive as

-
Buckland imagine that the “red sand
stone” was found in “a soft state?’
Immediately upon its original formation,
or that it became so at some subsequent
period? If at a subsequent period, why
might it not occur afier, as well as be-
fore the deluge? Are there any forma-
tions lying above this sand stone in the
quarry, which forbid the supposition?
Then how will such fact consist with the
modern theory ? What (in geological lan-
guage), what red sand stone is this? The
% old red sand stonei” Then, according
to Baron Cuvier’s scale, it is twelve for-
mations, (and, if it be the “new red sand
stone,” it is, according to the same au-
thority, six formations,) beneath the ¢ Paris
formation,” in which the “earliest” de-
posits of “ quadrupeds,” agreeably to the
modern theory, are ever found! But if
the “footsteps” be found there, why
might not the foot which made those
steps have been there?  With such facts
this geological theory cannot stand. The
“ human skeleton” of Guadaloupe, im-
bedded in hard, compact, limestone rock,
is a demonstration which never has been,
and is never likely to be, got over by mo-
dern geologists.

Strictures on Modern Geology.
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to the earth’s surface being “broken
up”’ at the deluge.

2. Itis obvious thatsuch an erup-
tion must have caused immense
masses of debris, [rubbish,] and.
might produce all sorts of mixtures,
such as we find in the strata, both of
the vegetable and animal creation.

8. That such debris and such
mixtures might be subsequent!
hardened into strata, comprising all ~
the variety of formations which we
now contemplate.”

4. That the operations of the de-
luge had a natural tendency to pro-
duce. the effects in question, and
that they were sufficient for all the
effects which geology has developed.

5. That it is the province of Re-
velation to inform us of the *be-
ginning” of nature; and of the
ground, the reason, and the mode of
such changes therein as are super-
natural.

6. That the scriptural history of
the deluge affords a moral and ra-
tional cause for that catastrophe,
while all the revelations of modern
geology find no causk, either moral
or physical, for their production.

7. That the deluge of Noah is
therefore rationally conceived to be
the only true, sufficient, and sole
cause of all the «fossil strata,”
which so much puzzle and confound
our modern geologists.

In concluding the above ver
brief and imperfect summary of this
discussion, I have no hesitation in
saying, that the scriptural history,
respecting the deluge, and the ideas
consequently suggested thereby, re-
lative to the formation of the fossil
strata, are rational, philosophical,
and adequate; while the whole
theory of modern geology implies
what s antiscriptural, unphilosophi-
cal, and absurd.

If modern geologists think my
arguments and conclusions to be
erroneous, let them come honour-
ably and fairly before the world and

ove them to be so. I have fear-

essly endeavoured to lay “ the axe



22

at the root” of their whole system.
Let them pursue thesame equitable
and necessary mode, if they choose
to answer * Scriptural Geology,”
and the result will show who is
right. Every writer on such a sub-
ject, ought to be able to say, in the
words.of & great man, “1 have an
instinctive abhorrence to spend
time and argument upon non-essen-
tial and trivial points; I love to
grapple with the nucleus” of a
subject. It is certainly unworthy
the conduct of philosopﬁ'era and di-
vines to do otherwise.

GeorcE Buce.

P. S. Should any persons choose
to write any thing in answer to the
above remarks, I trust they will not
be weak enough to say, as a writer
in the Oxford Herald has said, and
as I have heard it this day (and fre-
quently repeated)—namely, that I
have “ mistaken the entire subject,
for that Dr. Buckland no more in-
tends to injure the Divine Record
than I do.” I must request such
persons to recollect that I have not
8o mistaken the subject; nor is
there a single argument urged
throughout my book, that supposes
any such design in Dr. Buckland, or
in any other English geologist.

———

ANECDOTE OF REV. MR. EASTBURN.

A letter from a correspondent,
who witnessed what he relates, con-
tains the following remark and
statement—* If any further proof
of Mr.E.’s concern for the spiritual
interests of seamen were necessary,
the following might be offered.—At
the meeting of the General Assem-
bly, previous to his death, a day of
humiliation, thanksgiving and pray-
er was appointed, and different offi-
cers of the church, who were not
members of the Assembly, were in-
vited to attend. The forenoon was
devoted to prayer and praise, and
reading certain portions of Scrip-
ture. After one or more prayers

Anecdote of Rev. Mr. Eastburn.—Idle Words.
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had been offered, in which no notice
was taken of seamen, the venerable
father Eastburn arose, and with an
angelick countenance, and a face
flushed with holy zeal exclaimed—
¢O Moderator, might I request that
some notice would be taken of the
poor seamen!’ A thrilling sensa-
tion pervaded the Assembly, and it
is unnecessary to say, that the poor
seamen were taken notice of in the
remaining prayers.”

—

From Littell's ¢ Remember Me.”

IDLE WORDS.

I uave a high sense of the virtue and
dignity of the female character ; and would
not, by any means, be thought to attribute
to the ladies emphatically, the fault here
spoken of. But I have remarked it in
some of my friends, who, in all but this,
were among the loveliest of their sex. In
such the blemish is more distinct and strik-
ing, because so strongly contrasted with
the superior delicacy and loveliness of their
natures.

“ My God!” the beauty oft exclaim'd,
With deep impassioned tone—
Bt not in humble prayer she named
'he High and Holy One !

'T'was not upon the bended knee,
With soul uprais'd to Heaven,

Pleading, with heartfelt agony,
That she might be forgiven.

'T'was not in heavenly strains to raise
To the great Source of good,

Her daily offering of praise,
Her song of gratitude.

But in the gay and thoughtless crowd,
And in the festive halF,

'Mid scenes of mirth and mockery proud, -
She named the Lord ofall!

She called upon that awful name,
When laughter loudest rang—

Or when the flush of triumph came,—
Or disappointment'’s pang !

The idlest thing that flattery knew,
The most unmeaning jest,

From those sweet lips profanely drew
Names of the Holiest !

I thought—how sweet that voice would be,
Breathing this prayer to heaven—

“ My God' I worship only thee,
O, be my sins forgiven!'” w.C
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A DiscussioN oN CHrisTIAN Bar-
TIsM, as lo its subject, its mode,
its history, and its effects, upon
civil and religious society. In

osition to the views of JMr.

xander Campbell, as expressed
in a seven days’ debate with the
author, at Wasuingron, Ken-
tucky, October, 1823, and in his
spurious publication of that de-
bate, and of a previous one, of
two days, with the Rev. John
Walker, of Ohio. Jnd in oppo-
sition to the views of the cele-
brated Mr. Robinson, and other
Baptist authors. In two volumes.
By W. L. MCaLra, Pastor of
the Eighth Presbyterian Church,
Philadelphia, and author of 4
Discussion of Universalism.”
Vol. I. Philadelphia. Published
by George M<Laughlin. 1828.
pp. 398.

This work is understood to con-
tain the substance of the arguments
used by the Rev. Mr. M‘Calla, in a
seven days’ dispute with one Alex-
ander Campbell, in Washington,
Kentucky. It appears that, after
settling J)reliminaries, the parties
met; and, in the presence of a vast
multitude of people, discussed the
subject of infant baptism, during
the space of seven days, in alternate
speeches, of a limited length.

From the work now under re-
view, and from other sources, we
learn that Mr. Campbell had been
before engaged in a controversy, on
the same subject, and conducted
in a similar manner, with a Mr.
‘Walker, of the state of Ohio: and
that, at the close of the dispute, he
had openly challenged any Pwdo-
baptist to meet him, and publickly
discuss the subject. This challenge,
it seems, was the occasion of bring-
ing about the meeting between
M:Calla and Campbell.  The cor-
respondence which took place, and

the events which occurred previ-
ously to the time agreed upon for
the dispute, were published by Mr.
M:<Calla, in a pamphlet, some time
since. Mr.Campbell has also given
to the publick a narrative of the
controversy, with a view of the ar-
guments on both sides. His book
we have not seen ; but Mr. MCalla
has made us, in some measure, ac-
quainted with its spirit and con-

“tents, by his citations from it; and

by his animadversions on the par-
tiality of the author, in represent-
in%t e arguments of his opponent. "
efore we proceed to make an
remarks on the work before us, 1t
may not be amiss to inquire, whe-
ther this mode of controversy is
useful and expedient? And the
answer to this question must be
made’ out, by a comparizon of the
good and evil, which commonly is
the consequence of such disputes in
the presence of the multitude. For,
to the most superficial observation,
it is evident, that the effects are
neither unmixed good or evil. Seme
of the benefits are, that the atten-
tion. of the publick is strongly
drawn to the consideration of the
points in dispute; and, if the dis-
cussion is conducted with any de-
Free of ability, there must be a
arge increase of knowledge to
many among the auditors. The
great bulk of the people are in such
a state of apathy, in regard to the
doctrines and institutions of the
Bible, that unless their attention is
aroused by something of an exciting
nature, in the midst of the means of
instruction they will remain nearly
as ignorant as the heathen. Be-
side, it affords to those who have
been misled by viewing only one
side of a subject, an opportunity of
knowing what can be said on the
other side: And, although preju-
dice and sectarian feelings are,
with the most, sufficiently strong
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to shield them against conviction;
yet there will always be found some
candid, impartial persons, who are
sincerely seeking for truth; and
these, often, have had no favourable
opportunity of weighing the evi-
dence, for and against the point in
dispute. Moreover, as evidence is
always on the side of truth, it is for
its advantage that every subject
should be thoroughly discussed;
for the probability s, that in such
a conflict, truth will prevail. Be-
sides, many persons who hold
opinions which are disputed, main-
tain them hesitatingly; because they
are afraid that possibly those who
oppose them, may have arguments
sufficient to overthrow their opi-
nions: but when they are permitted
to hear a publick discussion, in
which all the ingenuity and learn-
ing of an able opponent are ex-
hausted in assailing them, without
effect, their faith becomes firm,
when before it was wavering. This
scene, also, furnishes a severe test
of the moral temperament of the
disputants. We can scarcely con-
ceive of any situation, in which a
greater combination of qualities are
requisite to enable a man to act as
becomes the Christian character.
Some of these, indeed, belong to the
natural constitution; but the most
important qualifications for a Chris-
tian polemick, are of the moral or
religious kind. ¢ Meekly to in-
struct those who oppose them-
selves,” is no easy task. To “con-
tend earnestly for the faith,”’ and
yet employ no * carnal weapons,”
requires a heart disciplined in the
school of grace. To feel that an

advantage is gained over an adver--

sary, and yet experience no vain
self-exultation, is not the attain-
ment of even every good man.
Some disputants seem to think they
have attained the point of excel-

lence in publick controversy, when .

they keep clear of anger, and the
erturbation of mortified pride;
ut, while they shun one evil, they
fall into anothet. ‘They wmanitest
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to all, that their good nature is the
effect of consummate, over-weening
vanity. -

But the evils which attend this
species of controversy, are also nu-
merous. Among the chief, we may
reckon the angry and malevolent
feelings which it is apt to generate,
in the minds of the partisans of the
respective disputants, if not in
themselves. These feelings are
commonly so strong, that no argu-
ments employed in the refatation
of error, have the least effect in
producing conviction. How sel-
dom has it been known, that the
opinions of any one were changed
by hearing a publick controversy?
The victory is commonly claimed
by both parties, if the abilities of
the combatants are any how equally
balanced. Moreover, it is certain,
that the majority of alarge promis-
cuous assembly, in no country, are
capable of understanding and ap-
preciating the force and bearing of
arguments brought forward in con-
troversy. A satirical stroke, or a
lively sally of wit, or happy repar-
tee, produces on the multitude,
much greater effect than the strong-
est reasonings. Much depends also
on the acuteness, promptness, and-
self-possession of the disputants.
Often, a man by a happy constitu-
tional temperament, united with
quickness of conception, and readi-
ness of utterance, and an imposing
air of confidence, will, in the judg-
ment of a promiscuous assembly,
gain the advantage over an antago-
nist greatly his superior in abilities,
and who has truth on his side.

Another evil of controversy so
conducted, is, that it generates and
exasperates the spirit of disputativn
among the people; so that not only
is Christian affection obstructed in
its exercise, but social harmony,
among neighbours, is interrupted.
And whatever may be said of the
benefits of well-conducted contro-.
versy, to the intelligent and think-
ing part of the community, it is ob-
vious, that a spirit of controversy
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among the people commonly, is a
great evil; which is not compen-
sated by any increase of knowledge
which some of them may, by this
means, obtain. :

Our answer to the question pro-
posed then, is, that, in general, the
evils of such controversies, before
the multitude, overbalance the ad-
vantages: but there are doubtless
occasions and exigencies, when they
become not only expedient, but ne-
cessary, for the vindication of truth.
There are in the world, vain, arro-
gant, dogmatical Eolemicks, who,
unless their mouths are stopped,
will do much to subvert the truth,
and to unsettle the minds of the
people # « for their word will eat as
doth a canker,” “and overthrow
the faith of some.” Such men be-
came very troublesome and pesti-
ferous in the primitive churches,
before the death of the apostles, as
we learn from the latest writings
of Paul and Peter, and from the
epistle of Jude.

Now, when such dissemtnators
of error, and disturbers of the
peace of the church, appear, it is
expedient for those whom God has
endowed with the talents requisite
for the publick defence of the truth,
to stand forth, and resist the tor-
rent of heresy and disorder, which
threatens destruction to the heri-
tage of the Lord. When the exi-
gency exists, which calls for this
species of warfare, must be deter-
mined by the circumstances of the
case; and every man, with the ad-
vice of pious and judicious friends,
must determine for himself, whe-
ther he is qualified to support the
honour of divine truth, in such a
publick contest.  And, although
* the servant of the Lord must not
strive,” without just cause, or about
things of small consequence; yet,
he “'must contend earnestly for the
faith;”? and is not at liberty, in the
indulgence of his own feelings, or

VoL VIL~—Ch. Adv.
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to gratify the fastidious taste of
others, to shrink from the contest,
in which the cause of God and
truth is involved.

The author of the book, now un-
der review, has already published
the argument of a controversy, held
in Philadelphia, with a bold adversa-,
‘Iiy of the truth; and however the ‘pru-

ent miEht have disapproved of the
undertaking; yet, it must be now
apparent to all the friends of truth,
that in this instance, the result of
publick controversy was very fa-
vourable; for it had the effect of
checking the progress of a pesti-
ferous error, and of silencing the
arrogant boasting of a man who
had, for a long time, defied the ar-
mies of the living God. Let those
who, in all cases, disapprove such a
mode of discussing theological sub-
jects, inform us how the same ef-
fect could have been produced by
other means; or let them acknow-
ledge that there are occasions when
such controversy is lawful.

Publick controversy, viva voce,
was s0 much in vogue, in every

rt of Europe, in the period pre-
ceding the Reformation, that it is
not sm;prising that all the reformers
were frequently engaged in dis-
putes of this kind, with their ad-
versaries of the Romish church.
And, indeed, when the art of print-
ing was in its infancy, there was a
much stronger reason for resorting
to this method of vindicating the
truth and refuting error, than exists
at present, when books and tracts

_can be so easily put into circula- |

tion. As it may serve to give the
reader some idea of the state of re-
ligious controversy at that period
and afterwards, we shall briefly
mention some of the principal po-
lemical discussions, which have
been held by eminent men, in dif-
ferent places.

(To be continued.)
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The Level of the Sea—Thereis, perhaps,
nothing which illustrates in a more strik-
ing manner the exact accordance of Na-
ture's phenomens with the few general
expressions or laws which describe them
all,"than the perfect level of the ocean as
a liquid surface. The sea never rises or
falls in any place, even ome inch, but in
obedience to fixed laws, and these chnngeu
may generally be foreseen and allowed for
For instance, the eastern trade winds and
other causes force the water of the ocean
towards the African coast, so as to keep
the Red Sea about twenty feet above the
general ocean level ; and the Mediterra-

. nean Sea is a little below that level, be-

cause the evaporation from it is greater
than the supply of its rivers—causing it to
receive an additional supply by the Strait
of Gibraltar; bat in all such cases the ef-
fect is as constant as the disturbing cause,
and therefore can be calculated upon with
confidence. Were it not for this perfect
exactness, in what a precarious state would
the inhabitants exist on the sea-shores and
on the banks of low rivers! Few of the in-
habitants of London, perhaps, reflect, when
standing close by the side of their noble
river, and gazing on the rapid flood-tide
pouring infand through the bridges, that
although sixty miles from the sea, they
are placed as low as persons eailing upon
its face, where perhaps at the time there
max' be tossing waves, covered with wrecks
and the drowni:g. In Holland, which is
a low flat, formed chiefly b{ the mud and
sand brought down by the Rhine and neigh-
bouring rivers, much of the country is re-
ally below the level of the common spring
tides, and is only protected from daily in-
undations by artificial dykes or ramparts of
great strength. What awful uncertainty
would hang over the existence of the
Dutch, if the level of the sea were subject
to change ; for, while we know the water
of the to be sev miles higher
at the equator than at the pules, owing to
the centrifugal force of tE: earth’s rota-
tion, were the level now established, from
any cause to be suddenly changed but ten
feet, millions of human beings would be
the victims.—Scotsman.

Lt'{ltt of the Glow-Shell —The animals
which inhabit shells of the genus Pholas,
have the property of emitting a phosphor-
escent liquor which shines with brilliancy,
and illuminates whatever it touches. This
was observed, cven by the ancients; and
Pliny tells us, that the Pholas shines in
the mouth of the person who eats it, and
renders the hands and clothes luminous
when brought in contact with them.—
Many interesting exporiments were made
on this luminous matter by the Academi-

cians of Bologna,and the celebrated French
paturalist, Reaumur. It was found that its
brilliancy was in proportion to its fresh-
ness; but even in a dry state, the phos-
phorescence may be revived by the appli-
cation of fresh or salt water, though brar-
dy or ardent spirit of any kind immediate-
ly extinguishes it; and all the acids de-
stroy it entirely. The luminvus water,
when poured upon fresh calcined gypsum,
rock-crystal, or sugar, becomes more vi-
vid. Milk rendered luminous by the li-
quor loses its phosphorescence when mix-
ed with sulphuric acid, but recovers it on
the addition of carbonate of potash. A
single Pholas renders seven ounces of milk
80 beautifully lumioous, that it makes ald
the surrounding objects visible in the dark.
But, when the milk is excluded {rom the
air, the light is extinguished. Differently
coloured substances are powerfully affect-
ed by thie kind of Iight. White appears to
imbibe and emit the greatest quantity :
yellow and green in less proportions. Red
will hardly emit any light, and violet the
least of all, when the Pholas is put into
glasses tinged with these several colours.

Growth of Cotton—Cotton growsin the
forests of the torrid regions of Africa and
America, on tall thorny trees, in India on
a lofty shrub, and in Malta and the islands
of the Archipelago, on an herbaceous
plant. “In Guzerst,” as related in Forbes’
Oriental Memoirs, the “rice and cotton
fields are both planted at the commence-
ment of the rainy season in June. The
former is sown in furrows, and reaped in
about three months; the cotton shrub,
which grows to the height of three or four
feet, and in verdure resembles the currant
bush ; requires a longer time to bring its
delicate produce to perfection.—
shrubs, planted between the rows of rice,
neither impede its growth, nor prevent it
being reaped. Soon after the rice harvest
is over they put forth a beautiful yellow
flower, with a crimson eye in each petal;
this is succeeded by a green pod, filled with
a white stringy pulp; the torns brown
and hard as it ripens, and then separates
into two or three divisions containing the
cotton. A luxuriant field, exhibiting at
the same time the expanding blossom, the
bursting capsule, and the snowy flakes of
ripe cotton, is one of the most beautiful
objects in the agriculture of Hindostan.
Herodotus says, the Indians in his time
possessed a kind of plant, which instead of
fruit, produced wool, of a finer and better
quality than that of'sheep, of which the na-
tives made their clothes. This plant was
ilodc]oubt the same as the modern cotton of

ndia.”

Ornithological Ventriloguist.—The cele-
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brated Monsieur Alexandre, whose powers
of ventriloguism have been so much ad-
mired, seems to be outdone in his art by
an American bird, the yellow-breasted
chat (Pipra Polyglotts). hen the haunt
of this bird is approached, he scolds the in-
truder in an endless variety of odd, un-
couth monasyllables, difficult to describe,
but easily imitated so as to deceive the
bird himself, and draw him onwards to a
good distance. In this case, his responses
are constant and rapid, strongly expressive
of anxiety and anger ; and, while the bird
is always unseen, the voice shifts from
place to place among the bushes, as if pro-
ceeding from a spirit. First are heard
short notes, like the whistling of a duck's
wings, beginning loud and rapid, and ber
coming lower and slower till they end in
: ;ihmchle: notes. h’l‘hm;f succeeds some-
ing like the barking of young puppies,
foﬂognd by a variety o:.gumgal agpuad-
like those of the same quadruped, and end-
ing like the mewing of a cat, but much
hoarser. All theee are given with great ve-
hemence, and in different keys 8o asto.ap-
pear sometimes at a great distance, and in-
stantly again quite near you. In mild, se-
rene moon-light nights,sit codtinues this
motley medley of ventriloquism the whole
night long, responding to its own echoes.
r. Ornithology.

JAnimal Charcoal.—Some years ago, the
newspapers gave an account of an estab-
lishment at Cotpenhageq, in which the

charcoal made from bonés was used with .

great succers in the purification of common
oils, whilst the gas which was generated
served to light a great part of the neigh-
bourhood. An establishment of this kind
is being formed at Stockholm. It is said
that the most rancid fish oils are made
o?unl to the finest sperm oil by the use
of this charcoal; and that in consequence
of the profit resulting from its employment
in that way, the gas which the hones give
out in great abundance can be supplied at
a much cheaper rate than the obtained
from coals. It is rather singular, that the
experiment has not been tried in this coun-

try.
The Paris Journal da Commerce of the
18th of , announces that a young
Frenchman, M. Caillet, had penetrated to
Timbuctoo in Africa, and was soon to be in
Paris from Toulon, where he had arrived
Googrephioal Sosoty of Fone by the
ieal iet; aris by the
French Consul at 'l‘lngxm’ iere. y
Gold Washings —Strange as it ma
pesr, it is thgc‘t‘, that tillg:ery hwl; go-
Jowellers were in the constant practice of
thmwinﬁway the water into which they
dip articles of jewellery after they are taken
out of the boil (a menstruum of nitro-mu-
riatic acid, employed to give them a high
fimish) without being at all aware of
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quantity of fgold that was thrown away
with it. Of late, a person possessed of
some chemical knowledge, is said to have
made an handsome livelihood, by instruct-
ing jewellers, at the rate of five guineas
each, in a method of recovering gold con-
tained in the washings. This method con-
sists simply in adding a golution of coppe-
ras, which precipates the gold, and then
fusing the residuum with nitre, by which
the iron in combination is oxydated, and
the gold left in a pure state.

In boring for water on the island, at the
upper end of this village, owned by Mr.
Sewell, a vein of water was struck at the
depth of 160 feet, which emits an inflam-
mable gasin large quantities. It is so per-
fectly free from the nauseous smell of the
oil gas, that its existence was discovered
only by the casual introduction of a light
into the mouth of the well.— Watertown
Register.

Ginger.—A specimen of the growth of
pative ginger, has been left wilhgl: by Mr.
Raiford, who has raised it suoceuful{g for
four years past, on common land, and ex-

to all the variations of our climate.
hat in our office, was planted in February
last, is now in full vigour and luxuriance,
and in a few weeks would ripen. From
several experiments made in its culture on
a small scale, it might, it is thought, be
made a profitable article, connidering the
demand for it.—Savannah Georgian.

Gas Spring.—The Utica (N.Y.) Senti-
nel gives an account of the discovery of a
Gas Spring near_the Universalist Church
in that village. It burns with great inten-
sity, and affords a brilliant light. Mea-
sures are taken to confine it, with a view of

- ascertaining its nature more particularly,

and exhibit its inflammable properties
more readily.

There is now to be seen at the house,
formerly Kirkham's Hotel, Hartford, the
head of a sea serpent, fifteen feet in length
and seven feet in width, and said to weigh
1200%bs. It is indeed a curiosity.—Conn.
Mirror.

Dyspepsia.—This prevalent,and in many
cages, terrible disease, arising from a de-
ranged state of the liver, is characterized
by an inordinate acidity of the stomach,
and until this be subdued, the process of
emaciation goes on with a steady pace,
bidding defiance. to all the nostrums and
palliatives so plontifully prescribed,

Having been a severe sufferer, I feel ita
duty to others in my case, to communicate
a sumple, safe, and effectual remedy for
the morbid and acid state of stomach al-
luded to. It is nothing more than a strong
tea of woop soor, drank freely, cold, at
the pleasure of msuent. Let the expe-
riment be fully o, and if others experi-
eunce the same happy result as myself| their.
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testimony may be given to the publick,
through the channel of your paper, and
prove an extensive benefit to the commu-
nity.—W. Y. Daily Adv.

The potato was at first positively pro-
scribed in France. Baudin relates, that
in his time its use was prohibited in Bur-
gundy, because it was supposed to gene-
rate leprosy! It was chie edy through the
exertions of the celebrat ch&m’mt Par-
mentier, that the prejudices of the French
people against it were removed, and that
1t was brought into general use amongst
them. Yet even as late as the revolution,
so little were the vulgar reconciled to this
species of food, that on Parmentier be-
ing proposed for some municipal office,
one of the voters fugiously opposed him,
on account of the share he had in their in-
troduction. “He will make us eat no-
thing but potatoes,” said he, “ for it was
he who invented them.”

On the 13th, 14th, and 15th, of Septem-
ber, powerful shocks of an earthquake
were felt in Spain, on the shores of the
Mediterranean, in the neighbourhood of
Murcia. Guardamar, Terra Vieja, San
Xavier, and especially Terra de la Mats,
suffered greatly by it. In the latter place
almost all the houses were overthrown.

Jaxn.

In the others the buildings had suffered
severely, most of those which were not
destroyed presenting fissures from top to
bottom. The inhabitants had withdrawn
into the country, and constructed rude ca-
bins for a temporary shelter. At Murcia
three shocks had been felt, and the inha-
bitants were preparing to leave the city.
Al this part of 8pain is in dismay and de-
solation.

LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS.

Diplomacy of the United States.

Domestick Duties; by Mrs. W. Parkes.

Leigh’s Picture of London. .

Examination of the Reasons why the
resent System of Auctions should be abo-
ished.

Rev. Mr. Fuller’s Sermon, entitled the
¢ Threshing Instrument.”

Arthur Monteith : bomq a continuation
of the « Scottish Orphans.”

The Mirror; by a Lady.

Second Series ¢ Tales of a Grandfa-
ther.”

Seoond Series of Fairy Legends in the
Soath of Ireland.

Garden's’ Aneedotes of the American
Revolution. -

Stewart’s Journal, 3d edition, with ad-
ditions.
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NARRATIVE OF THE SICKNESS AND'
DEATH OF MRS. BISHOP, AT THE
SANDWICH ISLANDS.

‘We have been permitted to pub-
lish the following extract of a letter
from the Rev. Mr. Bishop, givin
an account of the illness and deat
of his wife, to his friend, the Rev.
Mr. Sanford, of Brooklyn, New
York—Who can read it without
the deepest sympathy with the suf-
ferings of Christian missionaries!
And yet who is not tempted to envy
their triumphs of Christian faith,
and their explctancy of a crown
of glory, among the brightest in the
heavenly state!

Oahu, Sandwich Islands, June 1, 1828.

-

Dear Brother Sanford.—Your trul
affectionate epistlc of Oct. 17th, was wel-
coghed in April, at the arrival of the rein-
farcement.

The supplies put up for me in Brook-

lyn ‘and New York camec safely to hand,
and in a state of complete preservation.
But could they have arrived a year
they might have contributed to the pre-
servation of the health of one who, alas!
is now no more, and for whose sake prin-
cipally they were doubtless put up. But
as it is, I do feel that it is far more than I
had ever anticipated, and I am not
ashamed to say that it is the most liberal

resent that 1 have ever received at the
islands. My dear Elizabeth, with whom
I should have rejoiced to share them, is
now an angel .in heaven, and far beyond
the need of earthly luxuries toadd to her
health or happiness. ’

A year ago last April her health began
to decline, in consequence of nursing a
healthy child without the means of keep-
ing up her system. It was a time of
drought with us at Hawaii, and
bles could not be obtained for our tables,
Added to this, our supply of flour failed,
and for three months we were without
bread. For :{ulf. I succeeded to keep
along in tolerable health, but that of my
dear wife went down, and she became
invalid. To finish the work which dis-
ease had commenced, she undertook out
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of pure necessity, to nurse two of her sick
sisters, who were confined at Kailua at
nearly the same time, in July and August;
80 that at the close of their illness, her
health was completely ruined and ber
constitution became a wreck from which
she never recovered.

Early in September she was attacked
with dyspepsia in its severest form, and
though every means within our power was
resorted to in order to her restoration,
yet the disease baffled all the cfforts of
medicine or change of situation, till finally
other disorders setting in she was carried
off. She took her final leave of us on the
21st of February last, and now restsin peace
in the bosom of her Saviour. But she has
left behind her a sweet savour, whose
fragrance smells to heaven. She has be-
queathed to us her testimony to the
worth of religion, and with her dying
voice confirmed the truth of what she
had most faithfully inculcated in her life.
Her aoquaintance in the world was not
extensive, and her worth little known,
except by the select few who knew her
best, and even those few have never real-
ized the full value of her society until de-
prived of it. Now they can look buck
and trace the visible footsteps of her la-
bours of love, and ask, ¢ shall we see her
like again!” Now they can bewail the
breach that her death has made in our
number, with little hope that it can be
repaired again. To me she was all that
I could desire, lovely and kind as ever
youthful fancy could picture to the mind.
She was my only earthly treasure, and
my widowed heart is left desolate and
solitary, but not comfortless. The assu.
rance that her death has proved a lusting
spiritual benefit to many who before were
without God and without hope, bids me
rejoice and give God thanks for the af-
fliction. The circumstances attending
her death have been instrumental in pro-
moting the most glorious revival of reli-
gion of which 1 was ever a witness. More
than 200 persons residing at Kailua, have
recently come out on the Lord’s side,
and taken up their cross for Jesus’ sake.
Among this number are included almost
the whole of her former pupils, who loved
her as a mother, and did every thing in
their power by kind assiduous attentions,
to soothe the pains of dissolution. They
heard her dying prayers and exhortations,
her charge to meet her in heaven, and
injunctions to holiness of life. They
firmly believed that she bad gone to
glory, and when the funeral solemnities
were past, they all came to Mr. Thurston
and me to make the great inquiry, “ what
shall we do to be saved?”’ Far the last
three months little else but the subject
of religion has been the theme of inquiry,
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and new cases have been daily added to
the number of those whose desire it is to
be saved.

Thus you see, my brother, how the
Lord has turned our mourning into joy,
and our heaviness into songs of praise.
As for myself, I would not have it other.
wise, could | by a word recal her back

in into this world of pain and sorrow.
1 feel confident that He who removed
from my children their nearest earthly
rotector, will provide for them a home
ereafter. At present I retain my little
son, now sixteen months old, with me.
He has been sick ever since the 1st of
February last, and for most of the time
dangerously. 1 have given up my time
to attend upon him, so that I have done
little else; nor have I done any thing of
consequence for nearly a year, except
nurse the sick. I have usually preached
once or twice a week, however, though
that is a small proportion of the amount
of a missionary’s duty at these islands. I
am now on a visit at Oahu, whither I came
in April last to meet the brethren of the
mission. I hope to return again soon, snd
end the summer in travelling over the
esolate places of Hawaii, and preaching
salvation to them that sit in darkness.

Please to inform Mrs. Codwise that her
letter to Mrs. B. has been received by
me, and merits an answer as soon as time
will permit; she may expect to hear from
me by the fall ships. There will now be
no farther need of presents to my Eliza.
beth, but I have two little orphans who
have a claim upon the sympathy of Chris-
tians in America, and I should be grati-
fied to receive ready made articles of
clothing, hats, shoes, &c. suitable for chil-
dren of both sexes, between the ages of
3 and 6 years,

L] L] L] L] .
1 remain, my dear Brother,
Yours, in the bonds of the Gospel,
A. Bisaor.
Rzv.J. Saxromp.

——

Extracted from the Evangelical Church
Journal for Sept. 1, 1827,

Russia.—According to the latest census
the following appears to be the propor-
tion of the different religious sects in
the Russian empire. Christians—Greeks,
33,000,000; Roman Catholics, 6,800,000;
Lutherans, 1,400,000; Armenians, 42,000;
Reformed, 20,000; Moravian Brethren,
9,000; Mennonists, 5,000; total 41,276,000.
Jews, 500,000; Mahometans, 1,850,000,
Heathens—Worshippers of Fire, 600,000;
Lamaits, 300,000; Brahmins, 300. Grand
total 44,526,300.
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A Comparative View of the Number of

Dissenting Congregations in England.

A statement in the Congregational
Magazine for January, 1828, exhibits the
number of churches among the Dissenters
from the established church in South Biri-
tain, as follows—Independent, 1203—
Baptist, 1805—Unitarian, 204—Total,
2212. Of the Scotch Presbyterians no
dccount had been received, aud no esti-
mate was made.

Of Independent Congregations there were

inEngland - .~ . . 1203
Wales . - - - 209
Scotland . - - . 73
freland - - - - 25

British Isles 4

Grand total of the United Kingdom 1514

—

MISSIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

(Continued from page 317.)
SEVENTH COMMUNICATION,

To the Executive Committee of the Hoard
of Missions of the General Assembly.

Lewistown, Pa. Aug. 11th, 1828,
Christian Brethren,—On the 7th and
8th days of the present month, I truvelled
from Philadelphia to this place. On the
9th, in going to and from Meveytown, I
rode twenty-two miles; preached to the
people of Wayne Church, under the pas-
toral care of the Rev. James S. Woouds;
was present at the choice of four new el-
ders and three deacons; and although
wholly unexpected by the people, yet ob-
tniuet{ the names of fifty-seven contribu-
tors to our Missionary Fund, together
with u donation of seventy-five cents.—
Yesterday Mr. Woods preached in his
Wayne congregation, and received twen-
ty-five additional names. The catalogue-
of our patrons in this small and feeble
congregation, which enjoys the labours of
a pastor only half of his time, consists of
seventy-five contributors of fifty cents
each, and eight of twenty-five cents each,
including the Pastor, Elders, Deacons, &c.
The whole sum received from the
Wayne church, located at Meveytown,
commonly called Waynesburg, is $15
50

Yesterday, the 10th inst, I delivered
three discourses in the Presbyterian
Church at Lewistown; and received as
donations from Edmund B. Patterson,
M.D. $3 00; from Mr. Kersin, a respect-
able labourer on the canal, §2 00, from
six others, §2 25, and from Mr, Samuel

Haller, 624 cents, which he ssid he had
found a few days ago, and thought he
ought to return to mix whose providence
sent it.  Afier service in the morning 1
presented a paper of which the anngxed
18 a copy :— :

“ Lewistown, Pa. Aug. 10th, 1828,
“The persons whose names are under-

written, have expressed THRIR PURPUSE t0

puay 10 the Session of the Presbyterian
Church in Lewistown, on or before the
25th day of December in each year, the
sums affixed to their names; that the same
may be paid as the yearly contribution of
the Lewistown Congregation to the Board
of Missions of the ‘General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church in the United
States.” .

‘This was subscribed by two of 1 each,
60 of 50 cents, and 6 of 25 cents each.

The amount already paid me from the
church in Lewistown,is $21 624,

"T'o-day, the 11th of August, I have rode
14 miles to and from East Kishacoquillas
Church, which is under the pastoral care
of the Rev. James H. Stuart; and after
preaching on the delightful subject of
turning many to righteousness, fifty of his
congregation gave me their names to be
appended to a form of subscription similar
to the one dated at Lewistown. The
sum of $12 00 was paid me in hand; and
as some showers of rain prevented a full
attendance of his people, Mr. Stuart re.
tains the paper, to complete the list of
those who are wjlling to aid our missionary
operations,

This evening I have addressed the Sab.
bath School Teachers belonging to the
Church in Lewistown, and have set be.
fure them the example of Christ Jesus,
the great Sabbath School Teacher; who
by his Spirit, teaches his whole church,
especially on the Lord’s day.

Hitherto 1 cannot but think the Lord
hus prospered me as the agent of the
Board; and 1 feel grateful that I have uni-
formly met with a kind reception. Par-
ticularly [ am indeb’ed in this region of
country to the Rev. Mr. Woods and one
of his Elders, Wm. M‘Cay, Esq.

Yours in gospel bonds,
Ezna Stices Evry,
. Cor. Sec. and Gen. Agent.

The Committee have also received
$15 00 from afew ladies of Landisburgh,
transmitted by the Rev. Joseph M. Olm-
stead to Mr. Nicholas Murray, and by him
paid to the Board.

Signed, by order of the Executive Com-
mittee.

Gzxo. W, Brieat.

Sec. of the Executive Committce.
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EIGHTH CONMMUXNICATION,

The following communications of the
20th ult. and 1st inst. have been received
from the General Agent, read, and order-
ed to be printed.

The Committee acknowledge the re-
ceipt of one hundred dollars from Gen.
Daniel Montgomery, of Danville, from

whose letter enclosing the same to°a
friend in this city, they liave been permit-
ted to make the following extract : * Please
hand the enclosed sum to the Secretary
of the Board of Missions of the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church. [
am led to believe, that under the new or-
ganized state of that Board, much good
will be done for the promotion of piety

generally, and for the enlurgement of our

hurch in particular.”
By order of the Executive Committee.
G. W. BLieur, Sec'ry.

Mifflintown, Pa. August 20th, 1828,

To the Executive Committee of the Board
of Missions of the General Assembly:

Brethren,—On the 12th of August,
1828, 1 arrived in Huntingdon, and dis-
coursed in the evening un the subject
of my mission, to more people than the
little church now occupied Ey the Pres-
byteriun Congregation in that place could
hold. ‘The people who are under the
pastoral care of our fellow-labourer, the
Rev. Johin Peebles, have for more than a
vear been occupied with purposes and ef-
forts to collect the means for building a
new church cdifice. Before 1 had arrived,
they had subscribed among themselves
about $1400 towards. this object, and
were teady to lay the chief corner stone,
As agent of the Board, 1 felt it to be my
duty to promote in Huntingdon, so far as
I might be enubled, this ogect, and not
10 altempt ut present, procuring contribu.
tions there for any other purpose. The
Christian cause has long suftfered in that
borough for want of a suitable house of
worship.*

On the 13th, I discoursed to a. numer-
ous concourse of pcople, assembled to
witness the ceremony of depositing a
Bible, a Psalm Book, and a record on
parchment of certain “ memorabilia,” in
the cavity of the corner stone; and be-
fore the audience dispersed, by concert
with the Elders, Trustees, and Building
Committee, I caused subscription papers
to be circulated, on which the aggregate
sum of three hundred and eighty three dol-
lars and 78 cents was either paid, or pro-
mised, to me as the general agent of our
Board, towards the completion of the
chuech. Mr. Jacob Miler also gave me a
donation of $10 00, wlich I paid over in
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the name of the Board, to the same ob-
ject.

On the 14th of August the Rev, Mr.
Peebles took me to his congregation at
Hart's Log, and 1 had at the same time,
the pleusure of meeting the Rev. James
Thompson, with a part of his congrega-
tion of Alexandria. After I had preached
to the people, these two ministerial bre-
thren cncouraged their congregations to
unite with their brethren in other church-
es, in the fifty-cent contribution. Accord-
ingly I obtained the following subscrip-
tions from the Hart’s Log congregation,
viz. 27 for 50 cents each, and 6 for 25
cents each, making in all $15 subscribed.

Of the Rev. Mr. Thompson’s congrega-
tion of Alexandria, I obtained 27 for 50
cents each, and 2 for 25 cents each, mak-
ing in all 14 dollars. Could I have visited
Mr Thompson’s congregation at Shaver’s

‘creek, | might have probably obiained

sixty subscribers; but he and Mr. Peebles
will endeavour to prosecute the business.
Considering the destitute state of many
places in Huntingdon county, | have pro-
mised them, as agent of the Board, that if
they will collect half the missionury pay
for 1 year, our Board will support such a
minister as we shall send them for the
other half.

On the evening of the 16th ult. |
preached in Bellefonte. On the 17th 1
preached ut Lick run, ten miles east of
Bellefonte, in the morning, to a congre-
gation under the ﬁastonl care of Rev.
James Linn; and obtained a subscription
of 135 doHars towands the erection of a
new house of worship, which is greatly
needed for the nccommodation of the peo-
In the aftermoon and evening B
preached again in Bellefonte, and obtain-
ed for the Boaril of Missions the following
subscriptions to the usual form, viz. 3 for
25 cents euch, and 48 for 50 cents each,

Col. Richard Thomas gave a donation
of 50 cents. The amount subscribed in
Bellefonte was $25 25, of which 314 374
were paid to me us agent.

August 18, In returning through Lew.
istown, 1 received from 3 subscribers 20
cents each.  Of the Hayne Church, 1 re.
ceived the same sum from Mr, John Mont.

mery, and Mr. Wm, Dusart, and $3 50
'rom John Oliver, esq. for himself and six
children. : .

At 5 o'clock, P. M. I reached Mifflin-
town, and having preached to the congre.
gation under the pastoral care of the Rev.
John Hutchinson, obtained the following
subscriptions to the usual form, viz. 5 for
25 cents each, and 24 for 50 cents cach.

The above subscriptions amount to $14
18 cts. of which sum $6 93 were paid to
me in hand, together with a doonation of”
1 dollar, from Mr. James Bryson.- ~Many
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of brother Hutchinson’s people were ab-
sent; but he will promote the great in.
terests of the General Assembly with
fidelity..

On ‘the 19th inst. brother Hutchinson
kindly took me eight miles to the Lower
Tuscarora Church under the pastoral care
of the Rev. Juhn Coulter, in which a large
congregation 2xpected my arrival.—Afier
sermon I received the following subscrip-

tions, viz. 20 for 25 cents each, and 40 for

50 cents each, and 1 of one dollar.
The above subscriptions amount to $26
50 cts. of which $2 25 were paid to your
nt. Brothet Coulter is a sound and
pious Presbyterian minister, who will co-
openate with us zealously.

Philadelphia, Sept. 1st, 1828,

Brethren,—On the 321st of August, I
preached in Harrisburgh, Pa. and en-

deavoured to excite our fellow Christians*

there to more active, systematic and per-
severing exertions for the conversion of
our country and of the world to the faith
and fellowship of Jesus Ch‘;ist. | The c:::i
tion in that place, under the pasto

g:epof the Rev.me. R. De w‘;::, has
lately undertaken to cstablish two scho-
larships by a subscription of §75 a year
for each, to be paid for a term of years;
and the communicants have made arrunge-
ments for contributing yearly as much as
one dollar for each, to be equally divided
between the JAmerican Home Missionary
Society, and the American Board of Com-
missioners for Foreign Missions. That
your agent might not seem to interfere
with either of these institutions, no sub-
scription for our Board was solicited in
this congregation ; which is now more
flourishing than at any former period of
its existence ; and is doing as much again
ss it would have thought practicable a
year :Fo. An increasing spirit of liberali.
ty will probably enable them ere long to
collect for us S??. (they have 154 com.
municants,) without diminishing any of
their other relifious charities. When
Christians generally are asactive, diligent,

rudent, enterprising and frugal in acquir.
ing and saving money fof Christ’s sake, as
they have been, for at lcast 16 centuries
past, in hoarding wealth which may be
worse than uscless for their sons and
daughters; they will be astonished at
their own means of usefulness, and a new
agc will have come indeed, in which the
Lord of Glory will receive the first fruits
of all our increase. It is becoming more
and more a generally received doctrine,
and practical principle of action, that sin-
cerity in veligion reaches a man’s purse no
less than his keart; and that a person’s
profession of faith ought to be distrusted,
who is ever ready with his prayers, con.
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verdation, confessions and arguments to
build up the Redeemer’s kingdom, but
virtually says * my money belongs to my-
self and my children.”

On the 23d and 24th of August, I de-
livered four discourses in the Presbyterian
Church in Reading, Pa. in which the Rev.
John F. Grier, D.D. is pastor. One was
particularly addressed to the teachers and
papils of two Sabbath Schools in tliat Bo-
rough, 600 of whom were present on the
occasion; and uearly filled the lower part
of the church. .

1am happy to inform the Committee,
that Dr. Grier, and the Session of his con-
gregation before my arrival among them
as agent, had determined to convene all
the communicants under their care om
the Monday succeeding their next com-
munion season, for the purpose of havin
their names enrolled on our list of contrn-
butors, and for making at the same time
the first payment of 50 cents each. Of
course the way was happily prepared for
me to explain and enforce the measure
agreed upon by the Session.

Such a “ready mind” as has been dis-
covered here would be most grateful in
every conFregation in our connexion;
and I would earnestly cntreat the Ses.
sions of other churches to take order on
the subject of aiding our Board, before it
will be possible for any messenger of the
churches to visit them.

S0 soon as the contemplated meeting
of communicants in Dr. Grier's shall have .
taken place, he will remit me the names
subscribed to our usual form, together
with the amount of money contributed.

On the 28th of August, having occasion
to be at Princeton, N. J. to attend the
meeting of the Committee of the General *
Assembly on the subject of Psalmody, 1
received from the Rev. George S. Wood-
hull, pastor of the church in that place,
thirty dollars for our Board; the same
having been collected at the monthly
concert of prayer, and by order of the
Scssion paid to our use. :

In my short agency of about seven
weeks 1 have travelled more than
miles and preached 34 sermons. My tra-
velling expenses have been 41 44; and
fur the supply of my pulpit I have paid

$70. The sum of $202 28 paid to meas
sgent, together with my own subscription
of $100, 1 have paid to the Treasurer of
the Trustees of tite General Assembly,
making $302 28. This is exclusive of
$383 78 subscribed for the church in
Huntingdon; and of $135 subseribed in
Lick Run.

The occurrence of a communion season
in the church under my care; attendance
on the Committee of Examination at the
Theological Seminary in Princeton; and
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preparation for the meetings of Synod,
and of the Am. Board of Commissioners
for Foreign Missions, on the 1st of Oct.
next, will prevent me from prosecuting
my agency with any considerable atten-
tion for more than amonth, In the mean
time, may the blessing of the God of mis-
sions come upon all our churches in co-
pious showers, without the co-operation
of such feeble instruments as your friend
and brother
Ezra StiLEs Evry,
Cor, Sec. and Gen. Agent of the B. M,

NINTH COMMUNICATION,
Letter from a Missionary.
Little Rock, Ark. Ter. Aug. 1, 1828,

Rev. and Dear Brother,—As you were
instrumental in encouraging me, after I
had formed the design of coming to this
remote western station, you will doubt-
less be gratified in hearing whatever may
be encouraging in the prospect of my la-
bours.

When I arrived at Little Rock, on the
25th of January last, 1 found the moral
state of society in many respects accord-
ing to my anticipations,—deplorably
wretched. Though there were some fa.
milies and some individuals of highly re-
spectable character, they appeared wholly
engrossed with the transitory pursuits of
time. FEternity, with its incalculable inte-
rests, received but little attention from
the minds ¢f most. The few persons,
who had ever professed attachinent to the
cause of Christ, in consequence of their
long seclusion from the privileges of the
sanctuary, had either greatly apostatized,
or were exercising their languishing
graces in deep obscurity.

Though I received every possible at-
tention and favour, both from the kind
angl excellent family where I ruside, and
also from every person of respectability
in the place, yet as it regarded the
“sweet counsel” and intercourse of the
children of God, I frequently viewed my-
self as similar to the lonely pelican, which
is seen solitary and silent on the shoals of
the Arkansas.

My publick exercises were from the
first so generally and so respectfully at-
tended, that I had every encouragement
to labour, depending on the Lord to give
the increase : and I soon had the strong-
est reasons for belicving that my labours
were not in vain in the Lord. Not many

. weeks after I arrived, I found two or
three persons of excellent character con-
cerned for the welfare of their undying
souls. And it was not long. until they
obtained full and overwhelming evidence
of their interest in the atonement of the
Divine Redcemer. The pleasure which

Vor. VIL.—Ch. Adv.
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I received in witnessing the operations of
the Holy Spirit on their minds was be-
yond expression. Never did I see per-
sons who appeared to make a more unre-
served surrender of themselves to their
Redeemer. And the consequence was, -
that they enjoyed calm and delightful
views of the pardon of their sins, and of
the love of Christ, which led them to de-
sire to relinquish every sinful and worldly
pursuit, and to devote themselves wholly
to his service. Subsequently, two or
three others have been operated on
nearly in the same manner, and have been
enabled to surrender themsclves to the
same Saviour. They have found the same
happy evidence, and evince the same de-
voted and Christian spirit.

Finding it to be their desire to obey
the command of Christ, in giving them-
selves up publickly to him, and knowing
it to be their wish to attach themnselves to
the Presbyterian church, I thought it my
duty to organize a church in this town,
and admit such as 1 thought proper sub-
jects. 1 accordingly appointed last Sab-

ath for the administration of the solemn
ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper. Seven persons applied and
were admitted as members of my church,
two of whom had formerly been mem-
bers; one, of a Presbyterian church in
Georgia; and the othcr, of a Congrega-
tional church in New England. ~ The
other five have all entertained hopes of
pardoning mercy since 1 caine to this
place.

When the day arrived T baptized two
adults and ten children. T then read a
few articles containing the leading and
essential doctrines of the Bible, which
closed in the form of a covenant, in which
they publickly expressed their determina-
tion, through the aid of their Redeemer,
to come out from the world and be sepa-
rate,—to relinquish the sinful pursuits and
pleasures of the world,—and to surrender
themselves up to love and serve the Lord
Jesns, until they had finished their earthly
pilgrimage, and arrived at that world
where sin and temptation arc ended, and
where the service of God will be unceas-
ing and eternal.

When this was over they took their
seats at the table of their crucified Sa-
viour, and commemorated his dying love,
An aged and pious lady of the Methodist
church, who had for many years been de-
prived of this privilege, united with us,

You can, my dear sir, more easily con.
ceive than 1 can express my sensations,
while far separated from thosc with whom
1 had once partaken of the sacred em-
blems, I here, in this distant moral waste,
looked on these consecrated few, sittin,
around their Master’s board, and wit

E
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eyes suffused in tears, obeying his com-
mand, ¢ Do this in remembrance of me.”
A great number of spectators were look-
ing on, with apparent solemnity und re-
spect. to.

There are several others whose minds
have been deeply exercised, who bave
not made a publick profession, one or
two entertain a hope. There has, for a
few weeks past been more general con-
cern manifested, than at any other period
since I have been in the place.

I have recently commenced a Bible
Class among the married ladies, which is
in a very flourishing state,

1 have, for several months, kept up one -

among the little girls, from which I anti-
cipate more than can now be estimated.

I have more pleasure and more encou-
ragement, in my lnbours, than I ever ex-
pected to witness in the same length of
time. But I wish never for one moment
to forget, that it is not I, but the Lord
who is accomplishing whatever good may
result, .

Rev. Dx. E. 8. Eryx.

TENTH CONMUNICATION.
Proceedings of the Assembly's Board.

On the 14th of September, 1828, the
general agent visited the church in
Frankford, Pa. under the pastoral care of
the Rev. Thomas J. Biggs; and after the
sermon by the agent, eighty persons of
the congregation with great alacrity, came
forward to have their names enrolled as
annual contributors, under the usual form
of subscription to the Board of Missions.
By this simultaneous effort of the mem-
bers of this religious society, forty dollars
may be expected to accrue annually to
the Assembly’s missionary funds.

On the 15th of September, the execu-
tive committee appointed one missionary
to labour for four months in the county of
Geauga, in Ohio; one for six months on
the south-eastern gart of Ohio, along the
Ohio river to the bounds of the presby.
tery of Ebenezer; one for six months at
three different locations in the state of
Pennsylvania; one for six months to St.
Charles and its vicinity, in the state of
Missouri ; one for six months to St. Fran-
cisville and its vicinity, in the state of
Louisiana ; one for six months in two dif-
ferent places in Pennsylvania; and one
for six months at Pensacola and its vici.
nity, in Florida, A short time previous,
the committee appointed a missionary for
six months to the state of Alabama; ano-
ther to the state of Illinois for six months;
and another for six months to the bounds
of the presbytery of Ebenezer.

One of our missionaries lately sent to
the state of Missouri, is about to be set-
tled as a pastor in the church at St. Louis;
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having received a unanimous call from
the people.

The Rev. Mr. Winchester, who spent
four months in our service last year, and
the rest of his time as u supply in two
churches, which uided him by produce;
and who has not reccived one dollur in
money from any other source than our
board; out of his one hundred and thirty-
two dollars of missionary pay, he has
made us a donation of five dollars.

On the 21st of September, the general
agent preached in the morning of the
Sabbath, in the church in Kingston, N. J,
under the pastoral care of the Rev. David
Comfort, and although the weather was
unfavourable to general attendance, yet
through the influence of the discourse,
and of the pastor of the people, fifly mem-
bers of this small congregution gave their
names as annual contributors to the
Board ; the greater part of which were
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