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1I. CHRON. VI. CHAP. 40. 41. VERSES,

“ Now, my God, let, I beseech thee, thine eyes
be open, and let thine ears be zttciii unto 1he
prayer that is made in this place. Now,
therefore, arise, Q Lord God, into thy resting
plcce, thou and the ark of thy strength: let

hy firiests, O Lord God, be clethed with
salvation, and let thy saints rejoice in good-

ness.”

ASSEMBLED, my breiliren, to eonsecrate to Ged a
s10:se erectec for s worship, I have chosen to address you
on a text which his own unerring Spirit cictated on a similar
nccasion. The werds before us are a part of the praver of
Sciomon at the dedication of the temple in Jerusalem. Stand-
ing near the close of that prayer, they seem to comprise the
scope and spirit of the wicleo The wise kKing of Israel, in
this impressive pacsuge, wadres<es Jehoveh as his covenant
Cediand with studied frequzncy repeats bis gacred name.

Aowomy Gud, T leseech thee, [~t thine c c6 be cfieny and le: tl.ive
A



tars be cttent unic the fraver tioi s mcue 1 this Loure, The
immensc and invisible God, having guorded ¢fectua’ly in his
woré against the danger of our atirisoting to i.im any material
Torm or human appearance, often ad<resses us. 1n condescen-
tion to our weaxness. zfier the manner <f men. Vicn our
eves and ears are both engrossed by a speaxer, itis an indica-
tion that he commands from vs the most profound zna inter-
ested attention. Hence Sclomon petitions. that, in tiis very
manner, God wculd listen to the pravers that in all future
ages should be zaddressed to him from that house. He pro-
ceeds, Nosvthereforearize, O Lord Geod ! ints thy resting flace,
theu and the ark of thy strengih. Yere is another allusion to
human actions, in whichthe praving monarch beseeches Jeho-
vah to arise, like some mighty potentate clothed with majesty,
and come in state to take possession of the palace now com-
pleted for his stated residence; where he might constantiy
grant access to all whe wislicd to approach him, and from
which ke inight dispense his sovereign commands, his deci-
sions, his favours, and his mercies. And because Jehovah
was wont to manifest his immediate presence over the ark, it
is here mentioned in connexion with himself ; a place of rest,
after many removals, being provided for it, in the holv of ho-
lies, within the veil of this magnificent temple. 1t is called
she crk of his strength, because an Almighty powerattended it
wherever it was found—The divided waters of Jordan, the
prostrate walls of Jericho, the intolerable plague of the Philis-
tines, and the incenscious homage of their principal :idol, had
born witness to this truth. The roval supphant adds—Let thy
fivtestey O Iord God ! be clothed with salvation., That is, let
all the graces of thy Holy Spirit be shed on the ministers of
thy sanctuary in such abundance as to invest them hike a gar-
ment ; ensuring salvation to themselves, and qualifying them
to promote the salvation of others: and let thy Saints rejoice in
ysoodness—in the coodness of thee, their God, manifested richly

o their own souls, ard extended, in its saving efficacy, to the
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souls of their kindred and friends, dear to them as their owm
In wocduess so divine, thy saints cannot but rejoice and ehowz
@loudd for ;o

Such seems to be the genuine meantny and design of thie
interesting porition of sacred scripture: And takingit, as I
propose i0 do, in connexion with its context, and with the
circumstances in which it was originally delivered, it will

afford a proper foundativin for shewing:

I. What duties ars incumbent on us in censecrating, and
after we have consecrated, a house to the worship aed service
of God.

II. What benefits we may reasonably hope to derive {rom
the faithfu! pe-.ormance of our duty in this import2=t

CONCern.

These points, I shali endeavour, in a reliance on divine
assistance, briefly to iliustrate.

In consecrating a house to the worship and service of God,

should, first of all, endeavsur to provide for the full accome-

dation of ‘he worshippers, and that cven the building itself

s

shouid bear testimony to the revercnce which we feel for the

great obrect of cur veligious homage.

’

In the presens state, sucl isthe connmexicn between cur bo-
aies and our minds, that each is affected by the circumstances

st the cthere While the bedy is uneasv, or its senses of-

fonded, the mind, ususiiv, cannot be collected and comnosed.

dut ne wiere, surely, is mental ccmpesure, atlention aind vi-
gour.so indierencable, auinthe tmmediate service of Alimighty
God, vhom we oo comred tolave ith all tleliecrty eud with
2l ile sculy and il oo ke mindy and ceith ail the stremgih
Vo sl 1L Le miach

dooand cannor Le deceived ; and who seck-

corenllo o eloeddin L cs worshil In epirit and in ruthk. It

c")

prepostrous. thorefore, 1o reject any accominedat'cn th:at

b zastly and decent)y be introduced into o place of nublic
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worship. Every such accommodation is favourable to that ins
tense and undivided occupation of the soul in the se¢rvice of
the Deitv, whichis the great purpose for which we go to his
house. Even the exterier appearance of the church, the ob-
jects that meet the eye, may be favourable, or unfavourable,
todevotion. A dignified, chasie; simpie, neat style of architec-
ture and ornament, seems to be most congenial with that state
of mind which we should seek to preserve and culiivate in the
house of God. Striking statues. pictures and paintings, and
whatever else is calculated to seize, fix and detain the thoughts
in attention to itself, are plainly hostile to that mental abstrac-
tion from sensible objects, which is recessary to fervent devo-
tion. On the other hand, whatever 1s rude, broken, and
fencive to the sight 15 objectionabic, for the same reason.

In every pious mind there is also a sentiment of reverence’
for what is immediately connected with divine worship, which
is always violated, when any thing indeeorous is apparent at
the time, or in the place, of its performance. It is uszuallvy
with the best of our possessions that we make a present even
to our earthly superiors, and it i1s always in our best appear-
ance that we think it incumbent to present curselves before
them. How improper, how incongruous, then, that the im-
medizte and public service of the most high God should want
this expression of reverence and regard ! Nature has asserted
its claims on this point, among the very pagans. Though so
grossly ignorant as to bow down to dumb idols, they have al-
ways been careful that theseidols themselves should be of the
best materials, and the most skilful workmanship. This is
noticed by the prophet, while he severely and sarcastically
reprehends the sottishness of idolatry.  ZThe workman melteth
a graven tmage, and the goldsmith spreadeth ;: over qwith gold,
and casteth silver chains. He that is so impiove-cshed that he hath
no oblation, chooseth a tree that will not rot, he sceketh unto him

a cunning workman to firefarc a graven image, that shall not be
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moved,  But why shauld T oeneak of tae dicti'es of aature in

-
v

the hearts of idolaters? Did not Jehwovah humsell sanciion s
principle, that reverence for the object of our worshin should
be expressed even by the apprurance and materials of the place
and in.truments of worship? Iis own peculiar peopie, when
poor and wandering, were particularly required and insiructed
by him, to form the tubernacle which ke hounsured Ly his

special presence, with a costliness ¢nd macnificence which

3
far exceeded any other specimen of art or expence that the
host of Israel could exhibit. When in a more settled and
affiuent state of the Hebrew natinn, the temple, at the conse-
cration of which our text was uttered, was erected to Lis hn-
nour, thatstructure was so siup-ndous and splendid, that it was
considered as the glory of the east. |
Among the primitive christians, indeed, persecuted and op-
pressed as they were, few public boildings for relizious exer-
cises, were permitted toexist. Caves and cellars, and private
chambers, werethe churchesto which they resorted. liere

they offered to God amost acceptable service, fortheir’s was a

!

30V

case of necessity. And even now, wherce the peorle arc

[ X

or persecuted, and in every instance in which necessity; and
not choice, 1s the cause, no doubt the humblest or meanest
building, may contain those who worship, with the fuilest ac-
ceptance, that God before whom all earthly splendour is, in
itself, but dross and darkness.  Still, however, as holy David
was grieved to think that the ark of Jchovah should abide in a
tent, while he was dwciling in a house of cedar, so the most
enlightened christians have ever felty that to occupy sumptu-
ous mansions them:clves, and no* poscess a decent house in
which to assemble for God's worship, was inconsistent and
reproachful.

Wiierefore, my brethren, you have done well, thatin the
. 'f' ' ~ ! l .:. TSR Ve l- ireS ‘(1 ar v Y-,.,l ’ _.<(>]-~.:~ (‘_" ‘
erectien ¢i this house yorr have endeavoured (o i :

wiwer Teers You Lave done welly 1o the exe ens ve
(\



vou havencurred. to give to this sa-

(@)

have mase ardthccapone
iv proportioas and modest ornaments

.

-

cred piace thuse com
whicl it now posses<cs: Andwhich,when taeseunfinished ap-
pearances shall—pcrhaps Uy the Therality of this day¥—7e
made to vanish, will cxhibit 2 specimen of that <impic
elegance, which the union cf tasteand p h

a hruse of public worsuip.
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be resorted to with a seii- 13 reeod
exercises 1N wihica we az goin

The temple, 2% the consucration of which the pelitions in
our text were offered up. was cons.dered oz 2acredly

-

. frrees -2 P, - - ! -
ated to divine service alone, znd 25 beingz poiluted and pro-

faned Ly anv use or business of a szcular kind, however lawful
orcommendable in itseif,  In the Jewish: ritual, indeed, there

appears :2 have Lien a more special zppropriation to sacred

r3
ase of places, housss, and material things of various kinds,
thun is regnire=d or countenzaced by the gospel, by which the

ceremonial oBservances of Mozes ave abolished or changea.
We certainiy have no warrant from ¢he New-Testament to

believe thut sunctity can becommunizated to giozads or build-

ings, in any such maznnor as to be inherent in them, cr that

thoy can coeamunicate it 1o thoze who occupy them.  Incases

o

of great urgenty, christicn ciurches marv, no doubt, be used

-

with propricty for szveral purpozes, notimmitdiately connect-
M

1 e Viov ity Yovs g L lqpnes o A PITE . P
ed wooh devstion. Dot suszing tuese zilowances, which rea-

K ! N1, s T v Lt iaw bt g B W
g5 Cemands, whicl: it were sunerstition 9 refuse, and which

. . Yoo - - - < R P N l .- we- TS L]
the cxample end wores of our blessed DLvicur, when caarged

L 4 -, 17 - ’e s e e e .
Voo Aol b Dl bensovs nhsba airiulion as (e

nogoL0 T nrore



with violating the sabbath, will. In their spint, Tully autho-

rise, still itmay be shown to e bothuseiyul and rationzl, on all

-

ordinary c-casions, to keed our churches, as much as possi-

bie appropriated to the iminediate service of God, z:d to exe

*+
1

'y

clude fromn them performatces and cocupztions of a mere
sccular Kind,

There 1s scarcely a principle of the hiiman n.ind that has
a more extensive and pewe-ful eperation than that of (42 ases.
c:aiion of 1dzes. In this we 3nd the origin of tho:s seniimenmts
that were noticed under the former pariicii.-, aud b2 this
we may justify the remarks that have just Leen ofered. The
law of our mature is such, ti1at whenever we Lave sz2en an ob-
ject often connected swwith a certain business, or emploved for
2 certain purpose, so soon as this object is presented to our
¥iew, or even to our imagination; its whole use and design
present themselves at the sine instant tc the mind, and fre-
guently, with resistless pow:r, soiicit and commaznd our medi-
tations. 1f then our ciitrches be connected wiloiiy with the
ion. e very sight of them, and espe-

~~

- .y - H s, ne- s & 3
cinily our enirznce into them, muay have 2 szlutury efivety in

-

iauressing: our minds witn sentuments faveurshle 1o the du.

\

iics we arce there to perform. Sccnes and exercises of o vain

v worldiv kind wiil not be calied to our remembrance by the

church itseif ed s=rigus and solzmn, by

wa
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o
[
f
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slovments with which we
Lave clwiyvs seen the sancluary assoclatcds

-~
‘.

il of Iur greater importance, that whenever we

-e

Butit:ss

"

g to a house dedicated to the pt.yl ¢ worslip of tne Aln.ighty,

-—4

;v to nmpress

- ]-‘
ntazliver

Q
o

we chould make it a ciy e2d deey
the nature of ou~ eriurd on our miinds :—Thut v e are going
to meet with God; that we ave gulng to his own Lousy, to
meetl Lim, ws it were, by upoointment; that woe are going 1
lus vesting fiioes where he, so o spesk, keeps residence

\J

veoese eas sty wont i Le doan b ol those that 6 A uftrr



e Tates of Z.un move ilan all (ke
dwelings ¢f Jaei’, How many are there, who go to
church, with as Iittle thoughtiulness, as destitute of recoilec-
tion and seriousness, zs though they were goingon a party

of plcasurc, or a wzlk forrecreaticn?® Alas . this is osne czuce

’\
.
,o
.-a

ness of public ordinances. Blei. | be God,
ke is indeed sometimes found even of tAuse who seek Aim ncot.
But his promise is muade only to those who seek Aime Tt s,
therefore, most devoutly to bz wislhed, that every one who
shail ever en‘cr those doors. or come under this rocf, may
do it with a distinct and deep recollection that thisis the
Hovse of God, st apart to his service, which demands in its
disch=rze everv faculty of the soul; and with an earnest
¢jaculation for the divine assistance and blessing, in every
exercise here to be performed. Could this be reclized, never
saouil we sve laughter, or levity, or carelessness, or inatten-
- those who assemble here.  Nav, could this be
realized, this house skould assurcedly become @ Bethel—t/:
howne cf' Geod cxlithe gutz of heaven,

3. When a puople have dedicated a building to

A}

e service

(4l

of Ged, it brecomes theirsacre:d duty to resort to it stated’y for
the performance of that service. It is plainly impossibie that
sev cEenl weilies 3

wld oreiuiie Lnogoidnces—in the divine goodness mani-

fested 11 the sanctuarv—wihio are not there to behiold and feel

1, Accordingly we find, that to the temple iIn wirich our text
1% 2
) oes

©uttired @d i trices of Isracl were obliged to g0 7p, at

the wppoinicd secasons. unless the most imperious necessity

('3

prc*xc::‘.cc‘. thair attendance. nder the gospel dispensation

the crmmund radative to this sublect 1s—Forschke not the
geecmiiilng cf voursetes torelhery as the manner of  some
ro But wmony usy how awiuile are duiy and facts at va-

rance ! Tt s wruly shocking to think, of how manv the

Moy wany ave there in thes v who never enter a church !
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How manyv who content themselves with an o-casional—a

rare a‘tendance . How msany who think thzt to Le present

once on tie Sabbath 1s piety enough . During the pleaszunt
portions of the vesr. are not our streets crouded andd resound-

inz, both morning and eveninz. with every vchicle in use

And whither is *his multitude diiy r Would God, that in

L
'S5
the morningz thev were throaring to his house. andinthe even-
ing crouding from 1t—DBut ah . these are the {svers of fieasirs
more (han lovers of God. Theyv are hastening away {rom the
gospel ; thcy are profaning the day of the Lord; they are
treating all his laws znd ordinznces with contempt. The

temples of this throng are taverns; their scenes of inedita-

ear:’y things; and without reformation—it i1s the word of
God—:heir end :s destructizn, Can we suppose that these
unhappy moitals ever think of their guilt? Alas! they avoid
the house of God, lest they should be miade to think of it

They reilect not that they ure bringing ruvin on their own

souls: they consider not that their excmple s icadins ther
fainilies to perdition: they spurn at a thiotglt, which not-
withstanding is just, that their practice is a moral pestilence,
and invokes that which is natural. Do thesce persons suppose
that churches are built eénd consecrated only for the clergy,
and for a few whom they reproach with the name of devo-
tees ! Think as they mayv, churches are nurseries for necaven.
In them are commenced the cercises that are to Lo perfect-
ed above. If then, these despisers of sabbathis and sunccuary
privileges, are content to give up the hope of beine admit-
ted to the temple of God in heuven, they act with un awful
consistency in avoiding his temples on eartl.  But :f they
expect admission there, they must assuredly seek it heve

the assemb.cs of hic scinte—VYor fulth comeith bu lLearing cnd

Learing l:_o the awerd of Cols Lhe worship, I repeat ity as



14

well as the temper of heaven, i1s begun on earth—To re-
nounce worship, therefore, is to rensunce heaven.

Thev who by sickness, or by anv other invincible hindrance,
are deiained from the sanctuary, contrary to their inclination,
are entitled not only to our charity, butto ourtenderest sympa-
thy. Christ;as well as his people, sympathises with them, and
he can make for them a church . the'r houses and on their
beds. But to abstain from public worship volunteyily, unne-
cessarilv, and habitually, 1s 13 assume unequivocally the mar'.
cf those who asrejecters of God’s ordinances, must expect to
be rejected by him.

Take ancther view of the subject—Some of those who do
pot statedly atiend achurch, vet are frequently heard to speak
favourably of the public institutions of religion. They would
regret to see rublic worship abolished altc_jether. But, if so,
what claim have they to be exempted from joining in it, more
than others? If they exhibit such slender proofs of goodness
and modesty as to say that they need the saggestions and aids
of religion less than others, they must excuse us if we abrupt-
v denv theasseriion. No assurcdly—If the exemption which
taey arrogate were cluimed by all who have an equal plea, our

churches would speedily bz clesed, and reiigion weuld disap-

Lven these whoattend incanstantly mayv be jastly charged
with mnarring the worship of these who are regular. 1f we who
are called to minister n the gospel of Christ, arve at all worthy
of our tiat lovmient, wiat mustbe our feelings 2 must

S OF

Q

4 Y
'-1

1

rot our 57arts Liced within us and our spirits be greatly sunk,

when we see those for whose souls we are bound to walch,

74

viZLlng our ministrations, anldrefusing ta give us so much as
tu2apnortunity to address them. It is notin human n- tureto
-peas with engapuedness to naked walls and deserted seats.

Thus the neglecters of public worship, by depressing and

.-—l

ditccuraging the ministers of reigion, injure not enly thems-
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=cives, but those who attend, Ly remdering the service less
animated and impressive than it would have been, but for
theirabsence: And atlength the influence of this practice some-
times banishes the gaspel altogether, frcm places where nace
it was enjoved in abindance and purity—Of this our country,
atthe present hour. exhibits numerous and mournful examples,
That those who con‘emn both ocui Master and his message,
shiould be centroiled ty any sentiment of respect or tender-
necss for us who preach the gospel, we certainly are not so
senselessas to expect.  But this is no reason why the tenden-
cy of their conduct should not be exposed. And I have some-
times thou ht that persons of thedescription contemplated, so
lony as they retain the feelings of nawiral affection, would
constrain themseives more frequently to 2attend at church,
if they knew how unceasingly their pious relatives and
friends mourn amd grieve, while they iisten in the sanctuary
to truths which thev know are calculated to touch and
transform the hearts of these miserable siuners, who alzs'
are not there to hear them.

Remember, then, I solemnly charge vou, that in conse-
crating this house to the wouship of God, you this div become

1 -
a "
2ai0ls

pledged to worship him in it. Remember that he s}
of his worsiip. Remeumber that, however common, tis no
light matter to forsakeite. Remember that waenever there is
worship, znd vou are not detaingd by nccessity, vou are
bound to be here; thatit i1s as much vour du‘v 1o hear the
word of God, as itis ours to proclaim it; awd thu: veusiighe
vour God himsclf whenever vou shight his ordinanco <N
ver, never let 1t be suid, that vou have Lot wnd adorned a
church which vou seldom enter. Let it now be indelibiv .-
pressed cnevery heart that the greatest ornament wii-h ths
house cun ever receive, 1s to be filled with attentive. <o Lo,

and devout worshippers; and thatthouse wio bld sents hoe
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which they rarelv fill. will wedien cur hands and lay up for
thenisclves a terrible account with their God.

4. Whenever a house has bezn dedicated to God, it be-
comes incumbent that such prayer and praiss as he requires,
and such oniv, be offered to him in 1t ; and that the unadulter-
ated doctrines of the gospel be {uith:iully preached.

This may be con, ¢ red as implied in the whole texrand
eontext. It were insult added to impietv, to ask or hope
that the eves of God should bz open, or his cars attentive, to
petitions which are unlawiul, or to praises which are offensive.
MNovcan his friesls be ciotaed with savatisny—thev can neither
hope 5 save isems:ves nor fhuse ihat hear :x’zem. if they offer

praycrs or thanxsgivings which are cnwarranted ; if they know

any :"ir among the people save Jesus Christ and him crucified
or i{ thev shun f3 declare the wisie counse! of Gzd. Thailis not

praver which is not truly ma-le in the name of Christ ; which
doesnot explicitly confess and deeplv bewali our crimson guilt;
which does not intreat for pardon, for sanctification, for a final
acceptance with God, and forthe blessings of eternal life, all,
ail, asthe fruit of the Redevmer’s righteousness and interces-
sion, and to the glory oi God's rich, and free, and sovereign
grace. That is not praise, in which the same truths are not
recoznized, which does not exhibit spiritual blessings as the
greatest of all, or wiich is refused to any person ot the adora-
ble Temnitv—Pravers or praises which leave out of view the aw-
ful guiit and depravity of man. his recovery by grace, our
infinite 1udedtedness to the eternal Son of God, and to the
Ioly Spivit, the Comforter, however suituble they may
ve in other respecis, ave so far from Leins acceptable to God,
that they ure an ubomination n his sight.

Noris tnat the preaching of the go-pel,y which does not de-
liver these great principles, clearly and frequently, 1n a doc-
trinal form, and press them continacily on the consciences ot

nen, s the very fandamentals of rddigions Pulpit addresse
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may be as learned, as elegant, as eloquent, as profound. as
the talents of men or the powers of an angel can render them,
and vet, if these distinguishing truths of the gospel, in their
purity and simplicity, be excluded from them, they shill be
as empty and useless as ssundingy ftrass gnd a tinkling cumhal,
These truths ere the ark of G:d's sirength, which he specialiv
accompanies with the Almighiyv energics of his grace. Tt is
Lefoi» them that he prostrates all the idols of the depraved
human heart, lays low every barrier of opposition, opens to
himself a way through the floods of corruption, enters in and
casts oul the strong manarmed.and creciing the soulenew in Christ
Jesus, makes it an habitation of God throush the Stiirit. lcar
the words of the Saviour and of his apostle—Sancrify them
through thy truth, thy word is truth.—The Jews require a sign,
and the Greeks seck after wisdom; bust we fireach Christ cruci-
fied, unto the Jews a eiumbling tlock ard unto the Greeks foulish-
ness ; dut unto them swhich are called, both Jewrs and Greeksz,
Christ the fiswer of God, and the wisdom of God—1I determined
7ot to knosv any thing amsng you save Jesus Christ and hirm crucified.
Mistake menotiny brethren-Every morallaw, everv social duty,
every reiigious precept, injunction, threatning, promice and de-
claration, may. and ought to be regarded, in the dispensation of
the gospel ; but what I inculcate 1s, chat the great doctrinces
that have been specified, are the life giving spirir, which must
animate, control, direct, colour, warm and breathe through the
whole. It was—I here attest it in the presence and behalf of
Christ my Lord—it was for the purpose of teaching and im-
pressing these great truths of the gospel, that this houce was
created. Such is, 1n substance, the recerd made on a picce of
parchment, which is cnclosed in the bosom of its corner
stone ; and God forbid that any one, un<der the name and garh
of a gospel minister, should ever stand in this place to gain-
say or slight them. Sacred Edifice! long thc object of my

wishes, my hopes, my labours, and mv pravers, mavest thoy
D
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rever be profuned, abused, und polluted, b unhallowed lips.
Mav thy consecrated wzlls resound only with evangelical
tiuth. Moy nofulse doctrine  terresvy crerror, ever be utter-

ed here—If 10 shulle let che srone cry out of the welly and et

\\

G.am ~ut of the tino-r answer iz, and let them confound the
wretch, wio shuil hiere attempt to porvert the woed of life,
and to beguilc unwury scus. Gracious God ! our hope is in
thee ajons.  Lottils place ever e the witness only ol wership
that is purc and of doctrine *hat is sound ; that manyv sofns
and daughters through successive ages, when we are mould-
ering under the c:ds of the valicy, may here be born to thee,
and hence be translated (o the Aouse nor made with handsy - r-
nal in thz heavens,

Brethren, vour duty will at all times be connected with
that of vour Pastors. Jiitis sacredly incumbent on them to
preserve the service and the truth of God in i'z »narity, in
this Louse, 1t 1s egnally incumbent on vou to desirve it, to ap-
prove i, and to relish nothing else. See to 1t, ther, thit no
love of nou‘tv, no lust of innnovation, no cravings even of
taste and fancy, prurvert vour minds; first making you loath
the worship and the preaching which alone can nourish
vour souls, and then inclining you to delight in forbidden
firuit, sweet with the poison of eternal death.

Neithier 1s 1t enough that both pastors and fiock e fault-
less in thair creed, and exact in thetr discernment of what is
cxcellents Both may stiil want the power and fervour of reli-
¢ion. Both ministers and people may be frozen tothe very core
in the ice =t orthiodexy itself,  If thev would serve God with
acceptance i s house, their service must be firvent—Their
hea s must pray, their dearts must praise, their Acerts must
speak and hearotheir Zearss must believe and obey. This alone
will ensure the blessing.  liet us, then, consider,

IT. What bencfits we may reasonably Lope to derive from

the faithful performance of our duty n this important caiicern.,
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Many of these benefts have been breught into view
alreadv, andthe time dacs not peormit me to sdetuil thein mi-
nutely, nor to dwell upon thew long.  They may all be con-
sidered as referred toin the singie petition with wiich our tuxt
is closed—ALet thy sa:nis rejcice in gusdnirsss  And then do the
saints of God, and then only, rejoice fully in his gonlness,
when he sensibly and extensively answers the pravers which
they have offered to him in his house; when he plenteousty
confers the spiritual biessings for which they have pieaded
there; when the divine word and erdinances; under the infiu-
ences of the Ho'y >pirity preduce a quickening, comiorting
and saving effect on their own souls, and the souls ofthose
who wership with them.

Other benefits result:: g from a faithful and gencral atten-
dance on public worship there certainly are; bencfits which
will completely satisly the worldly man and the formalist, and
which God’s people themselves highly value. The pubilic in-
stitutions of religion are unspeakably benenicial—perhaps I
should rather say theyv are absolutely essentizl, to civil sacicty.
Never, in fact, has society existed, in any form aoove the lowest
grade of savage life, without these institutions. Dueserted, des-
pised, and derided, as they are, by somc who talk much of
social happiness, to them they are still principally indebted for
the safety and peace in which they live. These institutions
soften the mind, thev cultivate the manners, they improve
the morals, and thcy give the highest suaction to ali the ties
and obligations which render the social state delightful, des:-
rable, or tolerable. .Abolish: the obscrvance of the Sub-
bath and its public worship, and vou shail see men rapidly de-
cline into barbarism, rapine, and every ferocious and abomi-
nable vice.

But thougli real christians prize the advantages which menin
the presentlife reap from the public w rship of God, vet they

sannet be sutisfied with these alone Nay, they do, and must,
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enquinng earnestly aft:r the wav of saivation ; convictions of
guilt deep and iasting ; ccnvessions to God sound and nume-
rgug-—“‘htn he beholds theve efects 1n the house of God, or
following from the exercises there performed, then he has

¢ r’mr; of his kear:, then he knows a plzasure which dis-
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(daing CoMDarison Lcok back, for 2aaillusiration. o the day

t, when Peter preached, and thousands, firicked
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iz the fezre by the epergy »f the Holy Spirit, said, men and
bretiren whar shall we 427 Or if you think this m:raculous, and
not to bz eapecied now, bring he subject nearer home. Look
back only to a period sithin the remembrance of some who
are vet alive ; to the period waen the house whichis collegiate
with this was opened and Jedicated ; when a Whitefield, a
Tennent, and a Finlev, were the heralds of salvation—Then,
and in that house, the preaching of the gospel was resorted to
as indeed and in truth the word of God. 1In deep and solemn

ttention me=x listened to receive a message for their souls:
they received it: their eyes vere opened: they saw them-
selves perishing: they bowed in the dust before a sovereign
God: they embraced, they reiciced, they triumphed in the
ofczred Saviour. Muliitudes pressed into the kingdom ¢f God.
Great zddition; were made to the churche The rcligion of

Jesus was adorned by the blameless, tender, zcalous, com-

gt}

ortable, exemplary lives of Lis proiessing people—Maost gra-
cious God ! though we are mcst unworthv, may ¢the glory of
1505 laiter house be even grester tham the giiry of the furmer,
Yes, dear brethren. for theze mmestimable benefits we are war-
ranted to hope, if we d:ligently, conscientiously, purelv, be-
lievingly and perseveringly perform In this place the worship
and service i our God: And that we mav sodoand be bless-
ec, and that this house may be truly the Lord’s, by Leing
honoured and consecrated Ly his own sacred and <pecisl pre-
sence, accompany me how to the throne of his transcendant

grace.
FINIS





